The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the ITDAL OF HONOR posthumously to

GUUNERY SIRCLANT VILIIAL G. WALSH, USHOR.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"Top conspicwous gallantry and intrepidity at_the risk
of his life above anc beyond the cell of duty as Leader of
an Asssult Platoon, serving with Company "G# Third Battal=
ion, - Twenty-Seventh Iarines, Fith ilarine Division, in
aotion against enemy Japancse forces at Ivo Jima, Volcano
Islends, on 27 February 1945. th the advance of his
company toward Hill 362 disrupted by vicious machine-gun
fire from & forward position which suarded the anproaches
to this key enemy strongholc, Gumnery Sergeant lialsh fear-
lessly charged at the head of his platoon against the Jap~
aneso ontrenched on the ridge above him, utferly oblivious
to the wnrelenting fury of hostile autometic veapons and
nand grenades employed with fanatic desperation to smash
his daring assault.- Thrown bac!: by the enemy's savage re-
sistanco, he once again led his men in a secmingly impossible
sttack wp the steep, rocky slope, bolcly defiant of the an-
nihilating streams of bullets which saturated the area, and
despite his own casualty losses and the overvheluing acvan-
tage held by the Japan in superior nuwmbers and dominant
position, gaihed the ricige's top only to be subjected to an
intense barrage of hand srenades throvn by the remaining
Jepanese staging & suicidal last stand on the reverse slopo.
hen onc of the grenados fell in the midst of his surviving

on, huddled togothor in a small tronch, Gumnery Sergeant
tlalsh in a final valient act of complete sclf-sacrifice,
instantly threw himsolf upon the Geadly bomb, absorbing with
his owm body the full end terrific force of the explosion.
Throush his extraordinary initiative and inspiring valor in
the face of almost certein death, ho saved his comrades from
injury and possible loss of life and enabled his company to
seize and hold bthis vital cnomy position, He gellantly gave
his life for his country."
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