The President of the United States takes ploasure
in presenting the 1EDAL OF IOHOR to

{AJCR GLUERAL ALEXANDER ARCHER VANDEGRIFT, USIC.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For outstanding and heroic accomplishment above and
beyond the call of duty as Commanding Officer of the First
larine Division in opcrations against encmy Japancsc forces
in the Solomen Islands during the period August 7, 1942, to
Decomber 9, 1942,

© M7ith the adverse factors of weather, terrain and dise
oase making his task a difficult and hazardous undertaking,
and with his command ovontually including-sca, land and air
forces of thc ‘Army, Novy and larine Corps,, l'ajor General
Vandegrift achicved marked success in commanding the initial
landings of tho United 3tates Forces in the Solomon Islands
and in their subsequent oceupation,

"His tenacity, courage and resourcefulness prevailed
against a strong ctormined 2nd expericnced cnemy, and
the gallant fighting spirit of the men under his inspir-
ing leadership cnabled them to withsterd, acrial, land and
sca bombardment, to surmount all obstacles and leave a dis-
organized and ravaged cnomy, .

VThis dangerous but vital mission, accomplished at’the
constant risk of his life, resulted in sceuring .a valuable
basc for further operations of our forces against the cncmy,
and its succossful complotion roflocts groat credit upon
Injor Goneral Vandogrift, his commond and the United States
digval Service,"



