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The President of the United States takes pride In
presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR posthumously to

SERGEANT ROBERT A, OWENS, USMC,,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

““For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk
of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving with
the Third Marines, Third Marine Oivision, in action against
enemy Japanese forces during extremely hazprdous landing
operations at Cape Torokina, Bougainville, Sclomon Islands,
on 1 November 1943, Forced to pass within disastrous range
of a strongly protected,well-camouflaged Japanese 75-mm.
Regimental Gun strategically located on the beach, our landing
units were suffering heavy losses in casualties and boats while
attempting to approach the beach and the success of the cperations
was seriously threatened, Observing the ineffectiveness of Ma-
rine rifle and grenade atiacks against the ingessant, févastating
fire of the enemy weapon and aware of the urgent need for prompt
action, Scrgeant Cwens unhesitatingly dstermined to charge the
gun bunker from the front and, calling on four of his coarades
to assist him, cavefully placed them to cover the iire of two o
adjacent hostile bunkers, Chopsing a moment that pro¥rided a
fair opportunity for passing these bunkers, he immediately
charged into the mouth of the steadily-firing cannon and entered
the emplacement through the fire port, dpiving the gun crew cut
of the rear door and insuring their destruction before he himself
was killed, Indomitable and aggressive in the face of almost
certain death, Sergeant Cwens silenced a powerful gun which
wasof;nesumablevalmtothe]apamsedomand,byhh
brilliant initiative and heroic spirit of self-sacrifice, contributed
immeasurably to the success of the vital landing operations,
His valiant conduct throughout reflects the highest.credit upon
himself and the United States Nzval Service, - He gallantly gave
his lfe for his country.”
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