The President of tho United States takes pleasure
in presenting tho IEDAL OF HONOR posthumously to

FIRST LIEUTENAHT WILLIAY DEANE HAWKINS, USLC.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

NFor valorous and gallant conduct above and beyond the
call of duty as Commanding Officer of a Scout-Sniper Pla=
toon attached to the Sceond Marines, Second Ifarine Divislon
in action against Japanose-hcld Tarawa in the Gilbert Island
Hovember 20 and 21, 1943, The first to discmbark from a
Jjocop lighter, F:’.rs% Licutenant Hawkins unhesitatingly moved
forward under heavy cnemy fire at the ord of Betio pier,
neutralizing cmplacements in coverage of troops assaulbing
the main beach positions, Fearlessly lcading his men on to
join the forces fignting dosperatoly to gain a beachhoad, hc
Yopeatodly risked nis lifc throughout the day and night to
dircet and lead attacks on pill boxes and installations-withb
gronades and domolitions. At dawn on the following day
First Licutonant lawkins returncd to the- dangorous missicn
of clearing the limited boachhead of Japancso resistanco,
personally initiating an assiult on a hostile position fort-
ified by five oncmy machinc-guns and, crawiing forward in
the face of withoring firc boldly fired.pointblank into. the
loopholes and comploted the destruction with gronades, Re-
fusing to withdraw aftor being sceriocusly wounded in thc
chest during this skirmish, First Licutcnant Hawkins steoad-~
fastly carricd the fight t6 tho cnemy, destroying three |
moro pill boxes before he was caught in a burst of Japaneso,
shellfire and mortally wounded, Eis rclentless fighting
spirit in the face of formidable opposition and his exccpts~
jonally daring tactics werc an insplration to his comrodes
during tho most erucial phasc of thoe battlo and rcflect”
the highost crodit upon the United States Naval Seorvice.

He gallantly gave his life for his cowntry,"




