The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR to

MAJOR ROBERT E. GALER
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

For conspicuous heroism and courage above and beyond the call of duty as
Leader of Marine Fighting Squadron TWO TWENTY-FOUR in aerial combat with enemy
Japanese forces in the Solomon Islands Area, August-September 1942. Leading his
squadron repeatedly in daring and aggressive raids against Japanese aerial
forces, vastly superior in numbers, Major Galer availed himself of every
favorable attack opportunity, individually shooting down 11 enemy bomber and
fighter aircraft over a period of 29 days. Though suffering the extreme physical
strain attendant upon protracted fighter operations at an altitude above 25,000
feet, the squadron under his zealous and inspiring leadership, shot down a total
of 27 Japanese planes. His superb airmanship, his outstanding skill and personal
valor reflect great credit upon Major Galer’s gallant fighting spirit and upon
the United States Naval Service.

/S/ FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT



