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Foreword

‘The mention of the Marine Corps Basc at Twentyniae Palms once évoked an invage
of a rent city alongside a dry lzke bed in the middle of the oppressive Mojave Desert
of Southern Californiz. Such an image might have been true of the first facilities estab-
lished in 1952, when the Marines moved ap to the high desert from Camp Pendleton.
Today, however, the close to 1,000-squase-mile Air Ground Combat Center at Fwenty-
nine Palms ranks as one of the Corps’ mostmodcmsmmngfaalmcs

This volume is the second in the series of histories covering major Marine Corps bases
and training centers. The highly-personalized narrative not only provides a general histo-
ty of the base, but covers the growth of the surrounding community.

‘The author of this thonograph, Colonel Veile E. Lidwig, USMC (Retired), is well quali-
fied to write 2 history of 'Fwentynmc Palms. Colonel Ludwig, a gtaduate of the Univessity
of Indiana with a degree in journalism and of George Washington University with a
mastet’s degree in international affiirs, was commissioned a second licutenant in Sep-
tember 1944. During World Wat 11, he joined the 1st Marine Division in the Russel] Is-
lands, and then 35 4 rifle platoon leader, pa.rtxc:pated in the Okinawa Campaign and
North China occuption duty. His key assignments after rejoining the Corps during | the
Korcan War were: Historical Writer, Hcadquartcrs U. 8. Marine Corps; Commanding
Officer, Marine Basracks, Hunters Point; Commanding Officer, st Batalion, 9th Ma-
rines in Vietnam; Deputy Information Officer, MACV, Saigon; Marine chait in Amphibious
Watfare, Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Jsland; and, in 1973, Chief of Staff and
then Deputy Commander, Marine Corps Base, Twentynine Palms.

Colonel Ludwig has been a profific-writer for many years. He co-authored the first volume
of the histoty of U. S. Matine Corps operations in World War 11, Pear! Harbor to Guadal-
canal, has wiitten numerous asticles for both the Marine Corps Gazette and Leatherneck,
and hias authored sevetal shore stories.

The author retired from active duty in 1975 and now resides in Twentyhine Palms,
where he teaches a cousse in writing at several local colleges. His history of Twentynine
Palmswassuppomdmpanby a grant from the Marine Corps Historical Foundation.

In the pursuit of atcuracy and ob;ectmty the History and Museums Division welcomes
comments on the history from key participants, Matine Cotps activities, and interested

U e

E. H. SIMMONS
Brigadier General, US. Marine Corps (Retired)
Director of Matine Corps History and Museums



Preface

Twentynine Palms, community and military base, is something of its own sort because
of its desert, and because most residents—inito at least the mid-1980s —sought to adjust
to the deserr rather than o conquer it. I hope this book conveys something of the human
qualities of this uniqueness.

My association with the U.S. Matine Corps base goes back 1o 1932, “the moment of
creation,” when the desert training center as an outpost of Camp Joseph H. Pendleton
was il the scuttlebutt stage around the base down by Oceanside; and a5 2 young captain
commanding a tifle compainy, I came up to the new training center in the two weeks
pnortoChnsnmsoflS!Sthakrpm in the first big cxercise with the 3d Marine Divi-
sion, then newly re-formed at Pendleton.

In 1954 at Headquarters Marine Corps, after | had been to wartime duty in Korea,
Ididmemﬂ'pnpcmaboutTwcntymnePaIms for budpet officers to take up to hear-
ings on Capitol Hill. These papers of mine turned up in a stack of material the Marine
Corps History and Muscums Division sent to me when I began research for this book,
in 1983.

I returned to Twentynine Palms, for an official visit, in the carly 1960s, when I then
('“' onded” thete by the ist Marine Division) commanded Automatic Supply Distribu-
tion Battalion, Fotce Setvice Regiment, ai Pendleton. Ammunition Cornpany was in that
battalion, and technically we therefore “owned” the Nuclear Ordniance Platoon (NOP)
thcnzttthOPsltcatTwentynmePalms Duting this trip I discovered the NOP build-
ing some distance out in the desert from mainside was “plagued” by ciickets which ap-
parently liked the building’s air conditioning, and the Marines there had requisitioned
some chickens to devour the crickets.

In 1973, I retusned for permanent duty, first as base chief of staff wheen the command-
ing gencral was Brigadier General William G. Joslyn, then as the assistant commander
of the combined base-Force Troops command after the Jate Brigadier General Clarence
H. “Bud” Schmid replaced Bill Joslyn. As this historical narrative relates, Bud. Schmid
had been at Fwentynine Palms as a young supply officer captain in the very early days.
He and his wife, Margarctea, introduced the Ludwigs to many of the Twentynine Palms
oldtimers the Schimids had known back in the eatly years. From the Schmids, and from
our many new friends among the oldtimers, I heard the humag stoties of the founding
of the: town, the glider base, and later the Marine Corps facility. To these friends [ owe
much of my undesstanding of the community and the desert.

Many of these friends have made family archives available, and have talked with mic
about those early days. These include Helen Bagley, Ted and Mary Hayes, Ada Hatch,
Sally Ince, Chet and Blance Ellis, and Vinton Harz and his late wife, Lois. 1 gained much
valuable guidance and assistance, also, from those well-known historians of this and other
nearby desetss, Harold and Incile Weight; and also fram that newer practitioner of local
history, Art Kidwell.

Marines who have been especially helpful in guiding me to an understanding of par-
ticularly the early days of the basc are: first and foremost, Dr. Frederick H. Scantling
(Licutenant Colonel, USMC [Ret.]), the first commanding officer for Marines in the desest,
and Brigadier General John 8. “Bamey” Oldficld, USMC (Ret.), who commanded non-
FMF Marines as the desert facility became a base in its own right.



Those Matines whio contributed significantly to my understanding of the transivion
to the New Mission inchude: Colonel Billy D. “Bill” Bouldin; former base commanders
Major Generals Edward J. Mégarr and Haiold G. Glasgow; and Major General Robert
E. Haebel.

A special notice of appreciation must go to General Louis H. Wilson, the 26th Comi-
mandmwftheancCoxps The New Mission was his idea, originating when he was
; general of Fleer Marine Force, Pacific, just before he became Commandant.
He sent pamculnly valuable comments about this phase of the history of Fwentynine
Palms to the Directos of Matine Corps History and Museums, Brigadier General Edwin
H. Simmeons, USMC (Ret.).

For other help, I am indebied to Colonel Francis L. Fenton, Jr., USMC (Ret.), and to
his wife, Eloise Rowan Fenton, for reasons which will be apparent in the text of this histo-
1y, and in Appendix A. Also special thanks must go to Colonie! Richard O. “Owen” Gil-
lick, USMC (Ret.}, who served here 45 4 young artillery officer, back in the carly years,
at othet times later, aid hid saved @ dseful “eruise book” and other marerisl. Also help-
ful was retited Colosiel Ralph K. Culver, an early legal officer at the desert base, and
retired Air Foece Major Steven Zvonar, who as an Army énginoer in the days just befote
World War 11, sueveyed the desert for the establishment of Condor Field. Also helpful
have been those loyal retited Marines, Gunnery Sergeant Charlie Milier and the late Gua-
ncry S:tgcantDmgCulbemon.

' f_"'genuakwhomduhmtynmshlmswhﬂclmswmgthss
hmotyalmhmbem articularly helpful and siipportive. They were Brigadier Generals
Joseph B. Knotts, William R Einyre, and John P. Mosahan.

Another “local” Marine of significant helpfulness was Colonel James E. Stanton, who
smcdeaﬂymdchemem&nys.andthénmmedmthewsnsmxmaﬂhebaws
chief of staff. He provided much insight and immediate support when required. Also
particulaily helpful hiuve begn Mrs. Carol Robinson, secmmym the commanding gener—
al, and Sergeant R, W. Allen, apaxuuﬂaﬂgcﬁkicmandchmfm Mirine assignied
the protocol office.

And last but not least among those on the base, L owe 2 debt of gratitude to my okd
friend and the “dean” of desert public information officers, the late CWO4 Ronald R.
Fraizet. Thanks to his effores; the command’s public affairs effice has bound files of The
Observition Post, the award-winning base fiewspaper which began publication when the
base separated fiom Camp Pendleton.

The: San Bernardino branch librasy in Twentynine Palms, under the able charge of its
efficient and helpful chicf libratian, Chery) Erickson, hasan excellent collection: of primary
mdsecmamymumabwtmnmdbm going back to the eatly days of the commu-
nity. This inclades files of the community newspapet, The Desert Tradh; carly serder oral
histoties; photographs; and unpablished manuscripts; inclisding that of catly base com-
mandet, the late Colonel (latef Brigadier Genetal, retived) Francis H, “Monte” Brink.

Ini addition, I have consulted official command diaries and other papers forwarded ro

me by the Marine Corps Histotical Center. There Danny J. Crawford, who heads the Refer-
enceSecunn.andhxsmmnt,RobertV Amulma.hawbcmnnﬁdm in digging up
special requests for me. Also from “Historical,” my editots hiave been, first old ficnd Henry
1. “Bud” Shaw, the chief historian, and then Charles B. Smith. Shottcomings and failuires,
¥ myst eonfess, are solely mine.

My wife and I love this desere, as we did and do love-the Marine Corps. Our hillside
retirement homic ovetlooks dhie base, some 10 miles t out northeast. Years ago, at the
then-Histotical Branch st Headgjuartets Matine Corps, Imszco-authm {with Bud Shaw
and one othet) of the first volume of the Masine Corps’ history of Wotld War IL. But
I had ne thought of writing the history 'of this base ustil, onie day in Februaey 1983,




old friend Ed Simmons; the “historical brigadier,” sat in our dining room over breakfast
and, “our of nowhere” said, “Vetle, why don't you do the histoty of the base here?”

The company was excellent. The coffee outstanding. Thie cvening before, we had en-
joyed 2 fine Chinese dinner which my wife hiad prepared for Ed Simmons and a number
of Marines and their wives, 25 well as sotne other friends from town, During that even-
ing;, wé hiad 4 few drinks—a bit of excellent Califormia wine. The morning, at breakfust,
was 2 moment of pleasant weakness. 1 said, “Okay”

Itmofmummmmrkthmlanﬂmpmcd Ofien the project interfered with the
istinaitiotis of my reticenient. So since that morning in 1983, 1 have told
Ecl&mmonsandalorcf othier people who would listen (their toleranice eroded over tiic)
that I have decided the only thing which would have been worse than his asking me o
do chis history would have been if he had bypassed me and asked somebody else.

I dedicate this volume to GeneCarolyn Huffman Ludwig and our sons Kurt and Eric,
all of whons in their own times picked up the step in my mazch of 30 years with the
U. S, Marine Corps. And 1o the desert: “Remienber that the yield of 2 hard comnery is
alowdeeperﬁaanzfatm&casylmdmspms that throughioist the arid West the Ameri-
cans have found a secret ireasure” - Beraard DeVoro, The Year of Decision: 1846.

LL*EKL\{_\

Verle E. Ludwig
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CHAPTER 1
The Desert

Twentynine Palms and its surrounding high desert
in the eastern portion of California’s Moronge Basin
would seem an unlikely location for a2 major base of
an amphibious and air-gfound military force. Perhaps
it also seems an unlikely location for anything, includ-
ing the oasis which watered the paims which gave the
place its name.
“Off the beaten track™ has been an'apt description
of the area thioughiont all of its histoty. Apparently
catly man znd later the American Indian tribes, known
1o history after the arrival of Europeans, largely
bypassed this seemingly inhespitable region by using
ttails either to the north of to the south, Barly routes
of cmpitc also wen far to the north of to the south
of this region! The nearest—still some distance to the
south—was the on-to-westward extension of the San-
ta Fe Trail.
The discoverer of Pike’s Peak, Zebulon Montgomery
Pike, in 1806 began adventures and misadventures
which later, -as historian Neal Harlow noted:
precipitated in the establishment of the rail from St, Louis
ta Santa Fe; and chiis verminus proved to be thi beginning
of the southwestern:routes to the Pacific. From thar ancient
New Mexican town, thie Gila trail followed down the Rio
Grande 1o the Gila River, along thar stream to the Colora-
do, and across southern California and Watnier's Pass to San
Dicgo. The Spanish Trail led from Taos northwesiward, over
the Green and Sevier Rivers wo the Virgin and Colorado,
and by way of the Mohave Desert to the Cdjon Pass and
Los Angeles.=

These routes skifted those regions around Twentynine

Palms and its Morongo Basin®

Earlier routes around the area were miuch the same.
Those following Pike from the old Spanish secdemients
of the Santx Fe region and on to the Pacific at San
Dicgo orLos Angela metely moved zlong the easiest
and more prominent routes of the Native Ameticans.
Researchers agree that the present Twentynmc Palms
oasis likely was settled for centuries prior o the ar-
tival of Western Europeans; evidence also indicates that
the location was “the hub of several well-traveled In-

*A loosk at 3 mup reveals, of coume, thas there | a bt of an oed-
land gap bevween the Rio Grande snd Gils i sbar i pow south-
wont Pyow Mewox chis seill wes knosws @ che Gila Thiil, howover

dian trails”3** However, the oasis settlement was
small, and we do not have enough evidence to judge
the significance of its “wheel” among the tegion’s origi-
nal cultures.

Even in those American Indian days, one had to be
in Twentynine Palms “on purposc” so remote was its
location, as some Matines would say. Only they, say
these Marines, can be here by accident. It takes. only
4 surpiise set of orders from headquarters. The im-
plication is'that all ordets to Twentynine Palms come
25 4 sutprisc to the individual. And, of course, for carly
man and for explofers, mountain men, 2nd cattle
pushers, 2 desert is a place to be avoided.

The late Major General Clarence H. “Bud” Schmid,
who in 1952-53 was the first base supply officer at
Twentynine Palms, and later (1974-75) its 14th com-
manding general, used 10 say in his otientation tatks
with new atrivals that no one except the Marine Corps
ever came to the desert to get organized. Dwellers in
the area, he would say, are much like the vegetation
here: they scck and require distance, one from the
other; they have a serenc beauty of their own; they
are great-and helpful neighbors; but they have sharp
thorns or other defensive measures if crowded or
bothered thoughtlessiy.

Then he would say the roadside desert flowers—
patches and spots of great beauty to the true aficiona-
do of the desert—were wateted by the tears of Marine
wives riding into the desert for the fitst time with their
husbands and sets of those “sutprise” orders. But af
ter thc howls of laughter and the applause would die
down, Genéral Schmid would add: “but think about
this as you begin your duty here: there are flowers on
both sides of the road”

The desert does not, in truth, grow on everyone who
serves here — formnatciy, most eatly and some later set-
tlérs sdy. But it happens often enough that by the
mid-1980s both town and Marine base were growifig
at 2 rate considered alarming to some of the carlier

*=h{ara or Marah is a mame which early exploress believed some
of ik Ametican Inideans cilled the casis whiich became known a
Teesynine Palma. As with many othes fine poinis abouws how "iae”™
sl “Teemiynise Palma ™ origingied & names for die bocaien, theee
4P ENAA) LNEETERANLIES.



Muziomal Park Setvice Photo 275-412

The bigh desert of southern California presents rugged mountains, vast expanses of flat
parched earth, sparse but picturesque vegetation, and a varied amimal population.

settlers who never wanted to see that much organiza-
tion crowd around them.

First “owners” of the oasis, latet called Twentynine
Palms, arrived after the place came into pretty much
its present geological configuration. They probably
were clans of the ancestors of those California and
Southwest Desert Indians called generically by eatly
Spanish explorers (much south of Twentynine Palms),
the Serrano. This Spanish term, meaning merely that
Indians so-called were from the mountains or high-
lands, apparently found its way into general use in
Spanish America through the field notes of (among
others) Padre Pedro Font, who was with a Spanish ex-
pedition in Alta California in 1775. As has been point-
¢d out, the padre was not close to what has become
Twentynine Palms, but his description apparently was
not unsuited to the Indians which frequented this oz-
sis. Font said the Indians he saw in the Alwa Califor-
nia highlands were small but strong, and “friendly,
gentle and of good hearts

Later tribes and clans which visited and lived at the
oasis for various periods of time included Cahuilla,
Chemehuevi, Paiute, Mojave, and probably othess.
Some of these endured at the oasis into the period
of the Federal Indian Resetvations programs,

After the United States’ war with Mexico ended with
the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ceded

Alea California, along with Nevada, Utah, most of At-
izona, as well as portions of New Mexico, Colorado,
and Wyoming to the United States, the westward push
of “Manifest Destiny” settlers began to pick up speed.
As we shall see, “real civilization” did not come to the
oasis of Twentynine Palms until after World War I, but
the American flag, followed shortly by the Gold Rush
{which started in 1849), soon began to touch even this
desert region. Non-Indians began to atrive—on
purpose.

At about the mid-point of the 19th Century —give
of take a few years on eithet side of 1850 —a San Gor-
gonio Pass cattleman named Pauline Weaver appar-
enty established a route castward from the Pass
through the Morongo Basin and Twentynine Palms.
There is uncertainty on the date because Weaver kept
his route a secret, since it was a business advantage
for him to do so. His route got cattle to markets in
Arizona quicker than did competitive routes along the
lowlands to and through the present Indio, Califor-
nia. Indications are that friendly Indians had shown
Weaver how to manage this route for his advantage,
when desert rains of fall and winter would have provid-
ed brief grazing periods across the way*

*Amidst early gold mining and sertlements in the area, pars of
the present Joshua Tree National Monument were used for carde
ranching. This was later than the Weaver route period.



Weaver had been in the Southwest for years. Dur-
ing the war with Mexico, he had been-a scout for the
Mormon Bactalion which opened “a wagon road by
the Gila Route to the Pacific” and which liter garri-
soned. and operated from the Cajon Pass5*

Essliet, while some clements of the Mormon Bat-
talion garrisoned the Cajon Pass, the U.S, militas
tahhslmdmmlﬁmsalongﬂml\io}aw'ﬁml&om:hc
pass and the San Bernardino area to Fort Mojuve on
the Colorado (near the present town of Needles,
California.) With increased cravel, this route becamie
known as the Government Road. From Fort Mojave,
it crossed Arizona to Foet Defiance, and on to Santa
Fe. Thus, the Mormon Battalion, along with other US,
Armiy forces; contibuted to kecpmgwcll bearen tracks
awdy from that out-of-the-way region of Twentynine
Palms and the Morongo Basin.

Growing responses by US. citizens to the lute of
gold and to the niew teglons won from México required
mote than wagon, cattle, and stage toutes, howevet.
Some timmic. after Weavei's toad went through the
Mojave Desert past Twentynine Palms, the Federal
General Land Office began to hite private surveyors
to cstablish bench murks and ather reference points
throughout the Southwest. This was in preparation for
more camplete surveys for railroad routes, an activity
begun in 1853 when Congm authorized funds for
the Army Corps of Engineers to begin those surveys.
One of these private sirveyors, a Colonel Henty
Washington. in 1852 fixed the San Bernarding base
line from a point atop Mt. San Bernardino east and
west across California. Such lines provided the base
fmthcmtablxshmentofotherpmntsandhneswhmh
divided land into towrsships, sections, and other po-
litical divisions.

Later, in 1855, Colonel Washington amived at the
oasis at Twentynine Palms, and provided the fifst
tecorded official repott about this spot. His notes of
26 May 1855 say: “From this corner, an Iodian Wig-
wam (neat a spring of good warer, supposed to be per-

*Of Weaver, Ronald Deart Mills, i his Mimes of he High Desert,
p. &, says: “Weaver, scous for the Mormon Bawalion, Sen Gorgonio
mﬂmm&&m&nﬁ:kmm}wwphmm
srapped and huated over much:of die Southwest. He was known
all over ehe ségion. Prescory, Atizona claims him as s first citizen,
as does Wickenburg, for it was in Arizons that hie spent dhe last
yeary of hiis life, eriployed a5 & soit for the Anmy” His rouee theough
the Morongo Basin and past the oasis st Twentynine Palres “had
long been used by the indians, 2nd pethaps Wesver found it by
the simple method of being raken over it by his Chemehuevi of
Scrtano friends. Weiver's Road followed what is siow the San Ber-
x&mmwmmmwn@mwmm
River?

manent) bears N 51 degrees W, and a small cluster
of Cabbage Palmettos bears N 27 degrees W.'**

Jsst when somebody counted and found 29 Califor-
mafanpalmsanhcoasmsnotdm “Palm City" or
“Palm Springs” apparently was used for some time,
Palm Springs, of course, was a name. which Jater
slipped downhill, to the southwest, and across the San
Andreas faulr. 'IhenameMa:a. ot Matah, aften is at-
ifibtited to the Indians whoin. Etopean and Ameri-
canuplemﬁmndnthcms. but apparendy it did
not find its way into any official status as 2 name for
the place in. post-Indian settlements. The names of
“Palm Springs” or “Palm City™ are sometimes credit-
ed 0 a sutveyor who came ditough = year afier
Washington, but Jocal historian Lucile Weighe finds
o evidence for his use of such a name;

This 1856 surveyor was Alex P. Green, working for
the U.S: to add ro the Washingron sutvey. At the.time
of his survey, Green noted:

Near the-sprinigs the land has the appearance of having
been aultivired by the Indians., . . The lndinnsuse the leaf
eﬁhepa{mtrmﬁumkmgham hass, ete, Arpund the
springs there is a growth of cane of which thic Indians make
areows for their bows®

Linda' W. Greene in her Historic Resource Study for
tthauonalParkScmmxc&mmthcmc,
“Palm Springs,” into the 1880s, but also finds the
number “29” used with “Palms” or “Palm Springs”
as early as the 1870s. And Miller, in his Mines of 1he
High Desert, says “the name Twéntynine Palms was
in common use by 1872, being vsed on the descrip-
tion of 4 mining claim by McKenzie and Germain”
in that year.

Obsesvations of Green, the surveyor, that Indians
at thie pasis had part of the plot under cultivation may
be an indication that the easis had become a more
permanent settement than it might have been in days
when subsistcoce depended mofe on hunting:
Akhough the cultivation of maize, beans, and squash
was practiced in the New World, bcgmmngmthe
Mexican highlands.at least by 1300 BC, by the time
of US. surveys in the West, Indlansccrtamlyhad
picked up additional crops and skills fiom the Span-
ish, their missions, and later explosers and settlers.
However, it scemed that because of its remore loca-
tion, the oasis at Twenitynine Palms supported only
small Indian settlements; and in any event most desert
Indians seemed 1o have remained wanderers, follow-

"= Lome winern have sasd 19 May But Lucibe Weighs shows char
Juti el moses before end afver would seem o indicase thr oo
e wi be the Mah
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ing game, medsture, weather, and matenals for theis
crafts of living. Into modern times, some reservation
Indizns in the and Southwest have mwo ar thiee
homes — hogans or other sccommeedations — wnd they
miwee 10 and from dhese with the seasons

It had perhaps dlways been such, even in earlier
temies. As with other life in the Sourhwest, local Ind;-
and were pnomads, bue terrironal, because they had o
live off the land, it warers, and sky. Perroglyphs ar-
tributed to “early man” remain on the Manne base
and in the Joshug Tree Matonal Monumene. On the
base, the petroglyphs are found near whar is thought
to have been an carly inland lake when most of the
Morongo Basin may have been "2 femile, lush area,
rich in vegetation and animal life " The site now ap-
pears to have been @ bathing ared, in casy encry onto
the lake, or an sccess 1o @ shallow crossing. Nearby ane
the petroghyphs, along a bank of lava. A bulletin
board® Prehustone graffin? A local “Roseima Stone™ has
ncver been found

Reservarions for Indians in the desen Souchwess were
sought by federal authontes as early as 18%6, bur
ownership of the land was convested by the railroads

and others. President Ullysses 5. Grant (1869-77) re-
otganized the Deparement of Indian Affaies, and or-
dered the establishment of a number of small
reservations in southern California. One resule of this
was the opening in San Bernarding in 1877 of 2n office
for supervising some of these reserations. This Mis-
ston Agency assumed contnol over the reservation at
Twentynine Palms, among others,

Disputes, incomect suiveys, confusion, and en.
croachment by non-Indians continued, however, as
railroads wnd settlers pushed intoe the Sourhwest. In
March 1873, Joseph Yoshay filed homestead claims on
Teentynine Palms land which included the Indians'
oasis camp, dnd a year later 2 Mr Hoff claimed 160
acres adjacent to Voshay? There were others, plus fil-
ings for five-acre mill sates in 4 booad arca mostly
north, cast, and southesst of the cass. These were pold
hunoers, who im those days filed claims frse and et
others think of questions later

Water trom the oasis, and from other low spors,
made it possible for these early prospectors to Ive and
watk in the area. In some cases water wus used for
washing out the ore mn a vanety of trough-like con-



trivances, large and small, which scparated the dir,
rock, and gravel, and allowed the heaviet gold to work
its way to the bottom along with other minerals and
black sand. From. this the gold then would be extract-
ed by panning or other methods. However, most of
the dry country gold mills of this early period which
dealt with quartz veins—3s was the case around Twen-
tynine Palms —used the arrastra method, which used
less warer per ton of dirt®

A yield of $100 worth of gold pet ton of tailings
was considered 4 good retum from an arrastra in the
Twentynine Palmis region? This estimate probably did
not hold truc for many of the mines, say modern-day
local amateur miners and students of the craft. The
piice of gold in those days ran around $20 to $25 per
ounce. Thework toget that otince was prodigious. Ob-
servers in that eardy day said that about 500 pounds
ofmhngswcntmmcach batch for an aitasira some
10 feet in diamerer. Grinding then tock from three
to four houss. Mercury was added in amounts based
oni esdimtes of the richness of the quartz. By weight,
miners used about 25 pefeent more metcuty than ex-
pected gold. Near the end of the grinding, about 2
dozen or se buckets-of water would 'be poured into
the srusira, and grinding continued until a beige
“paste” was achieved. Water and sludge were then
bailed out, or run off quickly, and the whole process

*Amistra; from the Spanish-vetb, arstsirer—to drag. This method
apparently originated in quartz-vein mining in dry aress of Mexico
whiere the mascisline spelling, armattre, is more common. (And. in
the catly US. miiing in the Southwest, the emaitrz frequently was
called 2 “raster”). At 4 contemporary ohserver desesibed it “These
afe the most primitive kind of comirivance for grinding quaitz, They
are corculer places, 12n or rwelve feet in dismerer, fligged with fas
ssunes, amd in thew ihe guarz is crushed by v large heavy siones
dlrapged rownd arsd musd by & mule harnessed 1o 2 borironeal beam,
1 which they are also armached™

Besvugh waner wai wied in che semanivg “pir” oo tam the ground
shat dneo 1 ch beipe mud Gold then worked i way down imio
thr grooes berween the llapwoses i the “floor,” and afes rocks,
i and shudge wee disposed of. the gold could be exsraced by
inerdacing mescury it the g, Whin these g were cmg-
pird af the mibwtisor of micisy and pabd, chis amalgam wes il Bw
3 ictoar and detilled The mercury cowld then b wed apain,

Baonald Miller stases chat @ ihe abiciee of & ieiost, maey old
time miner would squeeee the amalgemn through an old sck. The
mescary would pams cheough the fabsic. bus tbe gold would mot
This pracuice, Miller specalared. was the reasoe o masy old mn-
ing claims bermg named the “Diry Sock”™ From Millc, Mas, amd
from the conpemporary oheerver, ). D, Bormbwick, quoted m o Cen-
remmsn Tupplement fo the Califrmi fouwrwal of Mimer and Gendo-
i e Cioober 1544, This upplement, epptled Tie Elrpéani o
They Lo It, was amembiad by Elisgheths L Egenhoff, o b Cadtfor-
#iis Diwision of Mines. The linde bookler, with many histene illm.
trations, has gone throagh a few eeismees of o o theee shousand
upies.

started again with another quarter-ton of tailings. De-
pending on the fichness of the batches, dhis process
was kept up for quite a number of days before the
amalga.mofmcztutyandgoldwasdugoutnfthc
erevices and separated. Gold usually was melted into
bass or-ingots, the mercury collected for use again.29

Modern estimates doubt that even strong men and
strong burros could maintain'a ton-a-day pace of oper-
ations in those early days, before steam engines and
lasger arrastras appeared on:the scene. And if $100 per
ton.was i retuen in the Frentynine Palms region,
a yield conisidered “bad” had to be a judgment call.
Willizm Genmain, whio had filed on 4 claim in 1872,
sold out in 1876 to a John Dore for “25 dollts cash
and one white-faced hotse valued at 20 dollags."1

Thjscarlymmingﬂuxryinthc“!‘wcmyninePaIms
region subsided by 1883, andﬂmms:sregionmscom-
paratively quiet and inactive again?2 Dreanis of gold
hunters spring eternal, though, and mining continued
at Dale, east of Twentynine Palmns, aadmothct:eglnns
a.day or two away by freight wagen. Marginal mmmg
in the area continued, off and on, into modern tdmes.
In the 1970s 2nd 80s, after gold ownership again be-
came legal for US. cmzensmdgold pnccsfo:aume
topped $800 an ounce, major milling operations
retutned to the region, using methods more sophisu-
cated than the arvarers.

Despite all of these visits of the white man, some
Indians remained around the oasis on into the first
decade of so of the 1900s, but most drifted closer to
the gmmng population centers of the San Gorgonio
Pass région where some wotk was available — mostly
on farms, ranches, and in orchards. There Clara True,
supefintendent of the Banning Indian Agency, rari ap-
parcntly efficient and compassionate rescrvation pro-
grams. She served in that role from 1908 to 1910, and
may bave been the first Indian Service employee to
visit Twentynine Patms?® Sheé is credited with begin-
nmgofﬁmlmcords and reports of Indian life and oc-
cupation of the oasis, and she ried to sort out the
claims and counter-claims on'the surrounding lands.
A;lthngh the Indian Commissioner had reserved the
oasis tract for the Indisns on 16 September 1891
Southemn Pacific Railroad claims, and those of others,
appeared to encroach.

_ Clara True and one of het associates at the Agency
in Bannitig, William E. Johnson, in July of 1908 filed
dazmsonlandmthcarca. to ensure that the Indians
were not edged out.of their homesite. These proba-
bly were mining claims, which included water rights,
and the sapcrintendent obviously was trying to help
thie Indiaits protect their rights to their traditional




Munne Corpe Air G-rnu.nd Comibar enerd, Ternivmne Pabms

A wusmber of primitive Indian petroglyphs, ai these, ave found throagbout the Fox Trot
and Basalt Flow trasming areas of the Marine Corps Awr Grousd Combat Center

land. She and Johnson signed over theic claims to the
Indians, as bad been cheir inteat from the beginning.
Bt it was o no avail, Such effors gor Clara True fired.
The surge of Manifest Destiny was not o be denied.
This drive of the white man, plus the infamous Wil-
lie Boy episode of 1909, hastened the evodus of the
California Indians from de oesis ot Twentynine Palms

The manhunt for murdeter Willie Boy, a Paiure In-
dian from southwest desert regions, has been much
glamarized by Harry Lawton in his fictional sccount,
Fitle Boy: A Deters Mambunt (Balboa Istand, Califos-
nia: Paisano Press, 1960), and by the Roben Redford-
Robert Blake mowie, Teldf Them Willke Boy i Mere
(Universal, 1969), based on the Lawton book® Acro-
ally, the episode was a sordid and grimy affaic Ap-
parently drunk, Willie Boy murdered the leader of the
Twentynine Palms Indians at 3 manch near Banning,
and then ran off with this leader's daughrer, fleeing
into the nugged desent tetrain of the northern rim of
the Morongo Basin 't

Posses from both San Bernardine and Riverside

*Rediord played the pan of manhane leader *Co i Hlake
i parn of Widlie Boy Maskerine Bos plaped the kednapgped gisl
aml Siman (lark, the ceservation superimtendenr, Clars Tnae,

counties, supervised by Riverside County Shenff Frank
Wilson, finally found Willic Boy after he had killed
the gitl and, 3 shor ume later. himself. In all, the
chase lasted 11 days and covered some 500 to 600 miles
in, around, and across the Morongo Basin, passing
through the Twentynine Palms oasis region once.
Newspapers in San Bernardino and Riverside gave the
whale affair rather lund coverage. Accounts of the day
invented notions of an Indian uprising, to be led by
Willic Boy from bases in Arizona Territory, and sto-
ries even tried o imply that President William Howard
Tafr, then wuring California, was somehow endan-
pered by this rouble *® Lawton, and later, the mowie,
urned the episode into “the last great manhunr of
the Old West"

**Erickson'y sccownt relied apon conbEmpomEry oessplper &-
count, official “after acica”™ reporn, end imernews winb a lease
ang member of the poase. The accownt is perhaps the mosr even-
handed end soraigheforward selling of the tle, @n eponde which
apparcirly omey ot for over-dramatic analyss: @ more and moee
peary wash over the poor Indan’s tmil. Ericlson, o fosmser Menne
Corps offscer who ance served ar Twenrnine Palma. mapages the
San Bemmasding Coanry Branch Library in Yaora Valley. He and bis
wife and son have lived in Twennmine Pabme foo o munsber of yean.
Mra. Efickson munages ihe [shrary branch 5 Teenaynine Palms



But the only things endangered were the res
uonhndsmfﬁmtymnepalms,mdthem harided
peha:safClm'Ii-uc She was forced to resign. Arca
settlers, miners, and railroad officials believed she was
t00 strict in het iiterpretation of the rights of the In-
diasis and of the houndaries assigned to their lands,

Most of the remaining Indians began to drift away
from the oasis at Twentynine Palms. A warranty deed
dated 31 July 191 shifred title to the Twentynine
Palms Reservation from the Southern Pacific Railioad
to the United States. The following yeat, only five

srnall families remained at the oasis, and in 1913, the
last of these probably left, because the federal govern-
ment.in that year revoked Indian water rights bécause
of non-residencys

Still distane, still well off the beaten path, Twenty-
nine Palms nonetheless was 'on the map. A new breed
Pioneer cattlemen began to scratch up “tanks” of
arobe 2nd rocks to catch precious rin along Pauline
Weaver's old toad. In TFwentynine Palms more and

miore people were showing up—on putpose.



CHAPTER 2
The Community

Although the early gold milling activity nedr the
Twentynine Palms casis had moved. away by 1883,
prospectors still scouted the countryside, and some im-
portant tiew finds wete made a few miles east of the
oasis. By that time, a prospecior namied Lou Curtis had
found placet gold in erosion cuts'some 15 to 20 miles
eanrt of the old Indian camps. Othess made addition-
al finds, and soon 2 well was put down at a dry lake
site for.an arrastra which began to mill for miners who
arrived on the scene. The community of Dale, and
later another called New Dale, grew up in these areas
nicat the present Twentynine Palms highway. Although
appatently quite small, these communities passed for
boom. towns of the “gold msh” in the early days in
this region. A sketch map of New Dale in Ronald Dean
Miller’s book shows two saloons and a red light dis-
trict:! A California State Mine Bureau report of 1896
lists several gold mines in the region.

As gold mining operations in the late 1800s and
the early 1900s became more ambitious and sophisti-
cated, so the dreams and failures became larger. Hazel
M. Spell, who cartie to Twentynine Palms in the 1920s
and latet married a former miner, says in her book,
The Tiventynine Palms Story, that hér observations in
this region and her research never turned up “authen-
tic records of anyone having made substantial fortunes
from these early ventures”* She adds that later, un-
scrupulous promoters probably made -much more
money sélling worthless gold mine stock than did any
of the mining operations. A miner from the 1911-16
period told her, “well, we didn’t make much —maybe
fifteen or twenty thousand dollars-all rold™; and this
from 2 rathes efficient operation for this later period2

Later maps of the mining districts around Twenty-
nine Palms indicase, to the east, southeast, and south
of Dale, districts with such names a5 Monte Negras,
Eagle Mountain, and Cottonwood. Closer to Twenty-
mncPalmswastheoIdmmmgdtsmctammdthem—
sis, cafled vhe Twentynine Palms District. Seuth of that,
into what is now the Joshua Trec National Monument
lands near the border between San Bernardino and
Riverside Counties, were the Washington Mining Dis-
trict and the Gold Park District. South and a bit west
of the Gold Park was the Pinon District, and then

northwest of that some mines with such colotful namies
as the Lost Horse, the Desert Queen, and the Gypsy
Queen. Notth of the sprawling acres of the present
Marine Cotps base, and south of the small town of
Ludlow, where‘old Route 66 formerly went by in days
before and sfcer World War I1, gold and copper mines
of Camip Rochester reportedly produced some of the
best reums of this desett region. Other smaller mines,
now long forgorten, dotted areas of what is now the
Marine base.

Vhile these mining districts spread considerable
difficult miles from Twentynine Palms; the livde com-
‘munity beside the oasis continued to grow only very
slowly, Wagons with freight for the mines came from
Banning in the:San Gorgonio Pass castward up the
Motongo grade.into the high basin, past Warren Well
(sire of the present village of Yucca Valley), and
through Twentynine Palms to the Dale districr.
Another route came down from the north, generally
along whit is now the Amboy Road; and still another
route, serving the mining districts south of Dale, came
up from Mecea (in the Coachella Valley neas the Sal-
tont Sea). And while Dale and somie of the other min-
ing camps were livelier than Twentynine Palms, the
latter’s oasis remained a major magtiet for the entire
area.

At the turn of the century, most California ciries
near the coast still were quite smail, but from the start
dwellers in this new state, so recently won from Mexi-
¢o, and so quickly thercafter inspited and dazaled by
a gold rush, were incurable explorers ind lookess. The
mines, and even just the desert, attracted dreamers
after gold, prospective sertlers, sightseers, and Iatter-
dnyfmnumen dreaming who knows how many vas-
ieties of the “what if” dreams which spread Ameri-
cans from sea to shining sea.

A latter-day frontier— that’s what Twentynine Palms
became. This small basin of remote desert, off the
beaten track, became a throwback wo a period long
since gone elsewhere in the United Stares. For gold,
for adventure, for health, for curiosity, for privacy, the
settlers began to dribble in. It was a wonder of deso-
lation, this land —scorched by a relentiess sun glating
through air so pure it could not stop the day’s heat



and could not stop the heat’s escape at nighs. Then
the limitless sky shone with stars which seemed o arch
all the way back home o castern cities, and yer on
again westward w those growing places by the Pacif-
ic. One could imagine both poles of the eanh encom-
passed by that canopy of sparkling wonder. There were
winds, now and then, which put dust in lungs and
grit in cooking gear and kitchen larders. There were
cold winds in winter, and frosss, and now and then
snow, There were flash floods capable of carrying away
a camp site, a feeble desert road, or even the founda-
tion of an ambitous home. But for many persons who
stayed, of kepe corming back, a sirange and wondrous
thing happened. Good health happened. One could
feel berer in the desert. Healthy persons noticed it

And. often. those with ill health noved marked im-
prowement in their well-being. These were the years
of ruberculosts, asthma, all sors of problems of lung
congestion brought out of the places of the industnal
revelution in Europe and the eastem United Stanes

Then, people sought our deserts to find new health
for thermselves or members of their families. Evidence
indicated = slowly ar first, and then with growing
amiirance — that here in this basin amound the old Crasis
of Mars existed one of the betrer healch-giving deseres
of America.

o

‘Natioaul Park Servace Phoro
Mining equipment of this kind can be found at abandoned gold clams wattered throwgh-
ot Bork the Air Grownd Combat Center and néardy lotbwa Tree Nationad Monsmeni

COine of the carly health seckers in Teentynine Palms
was Bill Campbell, husband of Elizabeth W. Crozer
Campbell who left excellent accounts of carly desert
life in her book, The Desers Wiy Home. Bill and Bet-
ty Campbell arrived at the oasis in December of 1924
Bill's lungs had been damaged by mustard gas in
France during World War I, and docrors in the east
had senr him o southem California—firse, o the
Pasadena arca. Bur he did not thrive chere, and Bety
was told by a docror thar "1 had better take him to
the desert if | hoped 1o save him™ Mms, Campbell
does not say who this docror was, and she pives the
impression  that the reference 1w the desemt was
general *

[hey wandered from place to place, she wiote, ap-
parently for some time, with a tene and light camp-
ing gear in “an old second-hand Franklin car, and with

*Theer seema livile daubs e the docror was Jame B Luckos
whoen we shall et sl & hic laer in tha ||'.-\J|.'\r:l.'r. and thai he
specified Tecoipnme Palms. Besiy Camphell Sl om wich abmosi
eyeryone a1 one cime of sovieial — el ing her Gacher i||I|.';-IJ' her
on nisce 1har she EiNT 3f By phhicfitanie when ehe muarred Bill
By thee rirme dhe wrone haer book, Betty bad Glles sis wilk De Lucoe
and he i mor mentioned i the work at all, Helen Bagley agrees
chat thepe i linke doubs that the Camphbells had heen dirsoed
leezymane Palms, end by Dre Leickie
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WDﬂquIgas, otfmm ..;‘.‘mofthe petiod,
Bmmmmsdw&axﬁlﬂ(?ampbcﬂmaaeoﬁht
eatly anes. Local historian Lucile Weight states:

We usually think of the founding of modern Twentynine
Palms zs taking place in 1926 or 1927 when the firss narice-
able influx of wicrens 1ok place here. However, the germ
probabdy wa dkeeer w1 1919 And oo of the veoerans has
spukrn of 1022-1% as being the penesis. Cine revond saies
thar Pasadena Posr 19, Amoncan Legion, “wanaed o san™
thr ourposr in the desert in May 24, 1his appean is ihe
summary prepared for the comemions in San Besmaedonn
Coaniy Buslding in the [ Feeminne Pales | Chde Cenapr®®

“During the 19205 and “In the eardly 19205 are
phrases used by early sertler Hazel Spell in her excel-
lent Liede book, The Mmﬂu Wﬁf Sm:y, 1o €5
tablxsh the carliest days of settleme
hotnes, Hazel arsived in 1029, “birdenec il
hmkhmdthe mpm‘hdny d’wmgﬁam;ymomll
children” In those “carly 19205 Speil noted:

A few daring homestezders braved the winding sandy
roads into the walley in scarch of new home sites. This took
teal courage, 25, aside from the frw miners and prospecioss
hanging on. theee appasently was noshang to agpesl s he
homeweader
And when Frank and Helen Bagley artived to stay, in
the fall of 1927 with their three small sons, Helen
Bagley wrow:

"Phiere wais tiok even 4 wile of straighie road. Mote npor-
wany, there was no school, post office; or store. The Gold
Birk Hoted, thee cast of the Oasis of Mar, sold. groeeries
from its stock, whea they could be spared, and gasolinie; 1o
homsiteaders who had “min o™ No group of buildi
zould becalied a village. Apopxdmmaf&emﬁﬁymem
Fasdeed persons was scactered from Yoeca Valléy to vhe Dale
mining diszrict, and fiom the dry lake {peesent Marine bage
rezinside] 1o thie Oasis: There was dcattle. ranichi near Yoo
Valley aned a fow prospeesors in the hills. Most of the st
tlecs weie hotaesieaders, mdmmyehhemmmms‘
of World Was 1, It-wes a frontict community!®

Lucile Weight. notes that altheugh she bas né quar-
rel with Helen Baglcy's desaription of the towe when
the Bagleys arrived, it might be well 1o point.our that
the Gold Park Hotel served as post office from about
that time in che fall of 1927, and that a school was
then a-building. The Gold Park took on 4 branch
fibraty in: the following spring. also.

*lt mighs also be noted here that in the carly 1940s, 2 new county
building was buik some miles east of Treatynine Palms, a sign chac

metiopalitan ways are creeping dowly oo the Momngs Hmen.

** %k mighi have sdded 10 het “mabsing 10 appeal”™ the woads
“eatp u chunee for benier healsbh™ This search for healih was, of-
ot all, what bieipghs Haeel up heee with her clildren

tion to General Bud Schmid's later observation thar
desert dwellers sought plenty of space, like the erco-
sote bush, and that nobody save the Marine Corps ever
mmetothcdesmmgewrgmzed, there was the main
fact of he ing—a homestead in those days had
w0 be a qoaner:secton of land—160 acres. The five-
acre homestéad dld fiot come antil mﬂch latcl‘ ‘jﬂd!

rabbit” homesteads they were ealled by “real”
homiesteaders; and they were w0 some extent things
of the Great Depression. To old timers, who had o
serve total residency requirements on their quarter sec-
tions as opposed to weckending which the “jackrab-
bits” could get by with, these newcamers looked a bit
like hothense plants brought ous from the big citics,
from the * mmde"***

And why was there 3 Gold Park Hoel if, as Helen
Baglcy reports, there wete maybe only 50 to 100 sct-
tlers in all of the Motongo Basin to the Dale Mining
District, and “ne group of buildings could be called
a village™? In 1985 Helen said: mamly for the miners
and. the ftctghter,s, plus some toutists exploting the
desert—and some of them were health-seekess, too.
Helen recalled that back in 1927 her mother, then liv-
mgm@regon, sent some money to brighten their finst
Chiristmas in Twentynine Palms. “It was a five dellar
bill” Helen said. She and Frank used the mency to
treat themselves and their three sons to Christnas din-
ner at the Gold Park Hotel. She said she did not
remember the entire menu, but it stayed in her-mind
thiat the table was bright with red candles, and that
they had red Jello.

Local histonian Lucile Weight: reports that E. E,
Chigman started building the Gold Park-in 1925, It
was east of the oasis, across from the present visicors'
center of the Narional Mohument. If was a one-story
frame structure, flanked by some cabins whete guesis
could stay. The la:ger building housed the. restavirant,
ind a “comman” space which could pass as a lobby
of lounge raom, Later, the Gold Park migrated west-

#2210 the carly days, settlers in Twentynine Palms used the term
“going intide™ for making the journey back to “civilization” along
the coast. Much arer, Manines on the base would speak of “gening
the browns™ (as opposed o “petving the blucs"} and oeeding o
“go down below” to beight spots of supemarkets, deparument stores,
and othet liberty artractions. Bud Schmid said that in 1952 and
1553, misch of Teenmmine Palmy skill was on the basier iymsm, and
ihan he amd his famaly oficie steded 1o dive 1o fm markes in
Hemet to replenish their larders in those carly days before an ade-
quate commissary was eseablished. Still kater, “going down below™
berame described by a Marine-iavented verb, “to swoop.” This was
mastly a wernacular of the liberty-bouad Manne, as in: “Tm swooping
this weekend,” or, “If you're going to swoop, an | bom 2 rde?”



waid and became the present Twentynine Pzlims Inn,
a complex which remains, friendly and quaint, to te-
mind all comers that the pioneetperiod of this niche
of desert was not so very long ago.

On.the Fourth of July 1965, when population on
the Marine Base was begiining to thin down becanse
of units heading for that new war in Vietnam, an old
veteran of World War I looked at the Twentynine Palms
folks assembled to dedicate the community's Luckie
Park, and daimed for himsclf and others of his peers,
the B.A. degree, because “we existed Liere Before Any-
thing.” That was Williamn J. Undechill, who a few years
after his “BA” days brought the first linotype machine
into the high desert to found The Desert Tradl, the
community’s first legal newspaper.

Bill Undethill had been among those many vete-
rans, “baick in the 205" who—as they joked grimly o
cach other later—¢ame out w0 Twentynine Palms to
die, and then spent some 50 or more mostly very
pleasant years getting around o it. The desert gave
them those yeass, they believed. And the man they

credited with finding them their desert and its new
lease on life for them was Dr. James B. Luckic.
Before World War I, Dr. Luckie served as a resident
phiysician atIa Vine Sanitarium in Pasadena. Persons
with consumption, asthrnga, and other lung problems,
had been sent into the Southwest for a number of
years. A dry, hot climate with clear air bencfited most
of them. Treatmient for such patients; in then smog-
free Pasadena, was the specialty of La Vina. During
World War I, Dr. Luckie served as an Army medical
officer. He kncw what many of these mén had suffered
in France during gas attacks; and he was well aware
that tubcrculosis of the lungs— consumption —had
spread considerably among servicernen biliered in close
quarters during their militasy secvice. Many such: af-
flicted veterans began maming up in. Pasadena after
the wat, and Dr. Luckie, along with an Ametican
Legion post in that dty, attacked their problems with
with vigor and compassion.

As has been noted, the precise dates of early set-

tlers encouraged by Dr. Luckie and American Legion
Post 13 are net athand, but it is cleas that a very wide

Williem E Keys, one of the early tétilers of the . bzgé defm country, poses at bis Desert

Queen Ranch House, siow part of the 577,

; Tree Nytional Monumént.
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area of the Mojave and Califiornia deserts were explored
for such-a settlement sive by Dr. Inekie and the com-
mander of Post 13, Joe Davis, who himself suffered
from tuberculosis, Finally, near the border berween:
those two desert régions:

One night they camped under the Twentynine Palms of
the: Qasis . of Mars. In thic mioming Dr. Luckic walked out
into the'sunshine, The sir sparkied. The clevation was dght.
Suimer hest would be beamsble, the winters mild The loog
basin, suttounded by bare mouatzins, would not scem deso-
larx to anyone who had eyes for beauty of color and form

. And in this vallcy, a man could homestezd 2 quarcr-
mnefkndmdmabahomc—m&peﬂupsﬁnduim

to heal the spirit while heslth rerurned. Dr. Luckic began

to tell patiens, “Go out to Fwearynine Palms and filc on

a bomestead "t

Joe Davis (for whom there is a street-named in Twen-
tynine Palms) did file on a homestead, and came 1o
Twentynine Palms with a small casavan of cars loaded
with the material to start his ¢cabin. A shore time later,
hlsexposurctoadmrtmmconm’butcdmhxsget-
ting pneumonia, and he died only a few months af-
ter he had filed on the homestead. But in the
meantime, his American Legion post had started a
there were enough veterans to create a Legion post of
their own, Out Post 334.

Anothet Legionnaire, Frank Mathys, took over the
homestead filing: of Joe Davis, and improved on it.
101930, Mathys decded 100 acres to the Legion post.
Eatlier; Bill Campbell had given 40 acres of his
homestead to Dr; Luckie — cither because he was the
éacmtwhehadscmhnmto’ﬁwmrymnel’almsm 1924,
or for later services—and Dr. Luckie, who made it2
tule not to charge disabled vererans for his services,
gave this land o the Legion post. All of this later be-
cam¢ the Legion test home, post headquartess and
latet tempotaty school, community hall, and —a por-
tion of it— the park which took Dr. Iuckie’s nariie to
commemorate what he had done for the community.

There were caflier sectlers i Twentynine Palins than
Dr. Luckie’s veterans. In 1910, Bill Keys artived to mitie
and o found a-ranch, 2 family, and alegcad of pi-
oneering which still is talked about in Twentynine
Palmsaudattbccmmbhngmofh:smnchhousc
in what is .now the National Mopumen:*

*Helen Hagley oelli of Bill Keys in ber Lamal Ie My Sdoe. Ar Kid-
well, o firmer Mavional Park Banper az the Mopumeni snd now
& fibmemaket, pefaves in Amdasd, The Sroey of Bl Keys |Fresme P
oeeed Pablikang Co, 197%) an excellenn accownt of & damane epi-
side in Bieys' Luer years, and hivienscioos sfforo which ultimasely
cheared his mame and freed him from 2 s2mence for manslsughser.
Amdirh can be found in the Teentynane Palms library.

The Donnells, Norman ind Betnice, arrived in
1922, as did Georgc and Mildred Michels. Donnell
Hill, at the west edge of “downtown” Twentynine
Palms, is named for Norm Donsell; and Robett
Michels, a.bmth:rochorge, has lived with his wife
Beulah on the Michels' homistead in Twentynine
Palmis into the mid-1980s, In 1923, William Q. Smith
and his younger brother, Harry, homestcaded; later,
Bill Smith developed the Smith’s Ranch complex on
Adobe Road. A large building there, first a roller-
skating rink, later was used by Marines in the catly
19505 as 2 gymnasium for phiysical trdining, and for
Special Setvices events. A dfive-in theater—open
air—remained an active part of the complex into
modetn times. Also in 1923, David and Anna Poste

amived to attempt a revival of the Virginia Dale mine;

had money and legal problems, left, but came back
later to become important petsons i the communi-
ty. Dave Poste became justice of the peace, for many
terms in that role, and both “manned™ the firse tele-
phone exchange in ‘their home in Twentynine
Palmsg12%*

On the fifth of July 1965, Frank and Helen Bagley
took Dr. Luckie and his daughter, Susan Moote, “for
a picnic in the desert mountains where yuceas were
blooming gloriously™® Helen tepotts that the doctor
was then “an old man with a bad hearc”” He was to
die a short time later. But on that day Dr. Luckie said,
“if they should ever want to put a monument to me
in the patk, I hope it will be 2 simple boulder with
these lines; “Here fir from noise and turmoil may
brotherly love prevail."** Then Helen closes that chap-
ter with these words:

Bintsr and nstrmsmlt Froem the days of the frr srwn meen-
ings when peaple parked thess cem in a ciccle and st an
runming bownds, cheee bas been noise snd ramanil. Bur tbere
bas been fowe ton And | ikink thes bas prevailed i@

So it took the disabled veterans of World War I—
the “hingers™ to follow Dr. Lusckic’s star into the desert
and found a center 1o the commuinity. Perhaps they
did pot come to the desert to get organized, either;
but cooperation became 2 necessity for those weakened
men,mostofwhomhadmoflessthanlloo
a month, Thus, in a remote desert whese one could
scarcely acrive by accident, “commisity™ really arrived

**Heln Bagley, i Sl In My Sfow, peoides o ooching se-
vorunt o these eardy days in Feenrynine Palms, in her chaprer devooed
12 Dhave and Anma Posee.



CHAPTER 3
Condor Field

If organization and “government” for the commu-
nity of Twentynine Palms began with the formation
of the American Legion post at Dr. Luckic’s “health
camp” in the fall of 1928, most of the refinements of
modem civilization still were a long way off. As one
old sertler has said, the Wall Street crash a year later,
and the Great Depression which followed in the 1930s
hardly changed anything in Twentynine Palms. If the
entitc nation got badly down 2t the heel in the Depres-
sion, most dwellers in Twentynine Palms just started
practicing a bit carlice for this sort of life. Pepulation
did increase slow!y, however, as the Depression drove
some from the cities into the désert where they hoped
10 live more economically on a jackrabbit homestead,
or by uying their luck with a small gold-mining
operztion.

“To report on the slow atrival of the niceties of eivili-
zation, William J. Underhill, who had been an early
homesteader {(in 1928) with friend Les Earenfight,
brought his linetype machine into Twentynine Palms
and in April of 1935 founded The Desert Trad, first
local newspaper authorized to accept legal advertis-
ing. Bill Undeshill, who later was to claim for himself
and his Legion friends the “B.A. degree” because they
were in Twentynine Palms “Before Anything.” was for
years a familiar sight in the town, taking notes on cave-
lopes and other scraps of paper, and transposing them
later into news stories and features directly into hot
type at his linotype*

Until 1936, the way in temained desert roads—
rutted tracks in the decomposed granite “sand,” with
aumetous rocks and an intermixed natural content of
adobe providing what firmness there was. That year,
San Bernardino County road department workers oiled
the first 20 milex of Twentynine Palms “highway” from
Whitewater eastward. Not yet the lzter “desert mix”
which created almost an asphalt or “blacktop” road,
this oil:merely helped lay the dust, and assisted the
natural adobe in holding the surface together a bit

*Ueedeehill, o veteran of Weoald War 1, sold ks newspaper m 1551,
der its present ownership as parv of 2 naricawide chain. Oldtimers
szy the paper acver was as much fun after Bill Undehill sald i,
Underhill remained 2 loved and respecied resident of "Twenynine
Palms umil his dearh in January 1984, ax the age of B4

better. Twenty miles got the road up the Morongo
Grade, and to the fisst plateau of the high desert of
the Morongo Basin, Still ahead to the east was the next
long grade, up to what is now Yucca Valley. Oil on
this surface, and then the firmer desert mix did not
come along until 2 few years later. In 1952, when Ma-
rines first came to open the base, the blacktop road
still was but two lanes, 4nd it stopped at TFwentynine
Palms. It was not undl 1959 that hard surface moved
castward beyond Twentynine Palms and the old Dale
mining community to the Colorado River. Now four-
laned all the way from 1-10 a1 Whitewater to Fwenty-
nine Palms, the blacktop remains only two lanes on
¢ast 10 the rivet. But this does not keep it from being
a weckend and holiday racecousse for recreational ve-
hicles (RVs) and boar pullers sireaking to and. from
the rver.
Improved roads always are a mixed blessing for pi-
oneers sinice roads often bring an unwanted rush of
“civilization,” znd such was the case for Tw:ntymnc
Palms. Yet some of the “problems” caused by the im-
proved roads also brought the community 2 pew
neighbor, the quiet giant of the Joshua Tree National.
Monument which sprawls along most of the south.
edge of the Morongo Basin. This is the National Park
Service's huge “island” of conservation in a desert
which always looked a bit worthless and lacking in
claims for its own life and survival to rather a lot of
thoughtless and unserupulous sighrseers and othet ex-
ploiters. For a time, as better roads and automobiles
allowed more snd more people to explore what:in their
view was the land nobody owned, it appeared most
desert plants, including exotic eact, might be uproot-
ed and taken to desert gardens then becoming all thic
rage in the growing cities and suburbs down toward
the Pacific.
Primary champion for the formation of the National
Park Setvice conservation area which became the
Joshua Tree National MOﬂumr:nt wis Mrs, Albch: Sher-

i)-nmr Palms. Afer g:nu:cl uphnnglng in the midst
of her plantation family in Mississippi in the days of
the Civil War and later, she murried a “wealthy New
York surgeon and moved to California in the late
1890



Afier World War1, during which stie lost an infanc
became interested in the California desert. To publi-
tize the plight of the desert ar the hands of thought-
less collectors; she staged desert plant exhibits in New
York and England, as well as in the American west.
In 1930, she formed the International Deserts Con-
servation League, and through it began to: put focus
10 her plan to have the National Park Service create
4 desert park in southem Califomia. The New Deal
and consetvation wotk projects of Presiderit Franklin
D. Roosevelt brought about conditions which caused
the ercation of the Joshua Tree National Mooument
on 10 August 1936, by Presidential proclamation:

Thi afea contained apptoximately 825,000 acres;
Twentynine Palms donuted land around the ofd oasis
for park headquareers; and in the fall of 1940, James
E. Cole came down from the National Park at Yose-
mire to becornie first superintenident of the sprawling
desert actes of Joshua Tree?* The rcgmn with jiist a
few campgrounds and picnic areas, remains essential-
ly an unspoiled and trackiess deserr preserve popular
with Marines on duty at the base a5 relaxation, hik-
ing, and climbing country. For those Matines not
familiar with the desert and the Ametican West, the
National Monument provides 2 wondet of new ox-
petienees.

Thie Joshua u'ec—mallya member of the lxlyfz
mily -and not a “tree” of the annual-growih-ring
type —got its name, probably, from carly Mormons in
the American West. They thought, so the story goes,
that the plant—at least the young ones with two
arms—resembled the biblical Joshua, imploring the
heavens. Older Joshua trees can grow to 10, 20, ot
mote feet tall with a magnificent spread of spiky, con-

Creation of the Joshus Tree National Monument,
improved sutface for the Morongo grade, and then—
chanticleer of progress—expanded telephone service
at"'l’wcmymnel’alms made the year 1936 a banner
ene, indeed. While in Europe Hitler and Musselini
signed cheir Betlin-Rome Axis alliance, and in the Fas
East Japan continued 1a stir troubled waters along the

*“The Joshua Tree Manonal Mooumem ares is Caldornia desert
ooy repreenarve of boh the Colondo and Mojoe desero.,
which merpe wichin s boondanies. Iy is rypical of dhar pomios of
the desery pegion of the southwes: bnown as the Basin smd Range
Prosance, Fea chis reason, i has e peologecal ineeeest, The reliel
of the asra iy die 16 ceenster block fauking by which lange wee-
tipms of cthr earth’s crust hawe been boken, titicd. and mesed. The
rrsaliing remarkabie mock formation, deep cammin sl bemad ba-
aima peovide magnificent soak b (o, Hutorss' Snowre
Siwdy, p. 37%)

China Coast, residents of Twentynine Pilms—as with
most other US. eitizens—continued to struggle out
oftthmatDepfessmn. But as has been noted, in
Twentynine Palms, it was difficult to tell where the
rab of pioneering left off and chafing of Depression

If there had been but two toll phones in all of the
community prior to 1936—which was the case—this
had been accepted as pact of the facts of the marter.
Bur now in this histotic year, ‘eatly pioncer Frank
Bagley led the appeals which caused the California
Water and ’I‘elcphoac Company to start expanding the
telephone scrvice to businesses and. homes, This is
when the telephone exchange was set up in the home
of David and Anna Poste. At first, the switchboard
could handle five conriections. Diaiphoncchdnot
come along until 1953, when 2 new butlding went up
to house the improved service. Until then, telephone
usets cranked for centeal, and then asked for the con-
neetion they wanted.

Itwasatthlsswnchboardtimady residenit Blanche
Ellis one: evenmg had to sit and cfﬁcncntiy follow
through on her “number, please” response to local
phone calls while a man and wife brought in by Con-
stable Poste because of a domiestic squabble; and
shackled to the Poste couch, pretty well shiedded the
clothing from cach other in front of Blanche and her
switchboard. Blanche also adds the following to the
legend of the Joshua tree: she once heard a4 woman
of het acquaintance tell 2 newcomer to the desert that
“the Joshura trees are ten thopsand and ten yeats old."
“How can you be so precise?” Blanche asked het later.
“Because,” said the amateur botany reporter, “when
we came out here, somebody told us they were ten
thousand years old, and we've been here ten years now!”

In 1938 came the US. Small Tract Act which
provided for the five-acre “jackrabbit” homesteads and
faunched a “flood” of new claims which b:foxe long
dotted the desert landscape with prove-up cabins. Old
umczs considered these something of a blight. Res-
dency requirements wese mote relaxed than had been
the case when homesteads amounted (usually) to 2
quarzer section {a square half-mile measured from &
section corner).** For claiming a small tract, one need

*#[n ahe catlier dsw the elasmann—pingle & head of &
Pecrseebudd — Feadd oo live on the: homesiead ar beasy seven months
# year fof haiee pean, and be bad o consruc an habicsbile hose
i the Fine yeat, A Wonld War | weieran could spply coitain of his
military disty time toward the esdency roquiscmenes. Heben Bagley
quotes eazly sexiders @ smpEng that “The geemment boo you Wil
srnes of land that wou can's B on ot for thiee years wichoon soaee
g, o drach.” The diaimant ofven lost. Helen reporns thar mose daims
“had heen filed cheee times befoor being fmally patensrd | Jamwed
Inm My Shoe, p. 119
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Created in 1936, the Josbns Tree Nanons! Mowement 1ougbi o preserve siands of frc-
furesgue Joibua freer and am astomishing aray of bigh detert plamity and awimall

oaly bald a cabin, and weekend use was enough 1o
qualify for full and final ownership. Blight or not, the
jackrabbit tract cabins contnbued samething 1o popu-
lation growth, snd something to the economy as well,
A “food” of newcomers, i seemied w many of those

~ Another flood problem with which Twenrynine
Palms struggled from 1939 and into the 1980s, had
to do with desert dewnpours and eesuling flash floods.
Early settler William B. Harch, Jr., engineer-surveyor,
gave his services to flood control during these years,
as did Frank Bagley and other members of the com-
munity. Bagley in those early days was president of
2 propenty owners’ league, and most effors concen-
trated on getting bank loans and rights of way for con-
seruction of flood control channels ®

Yet 4 third flood —a violent military one —began
o form in 1939, [r would bring an end to the Great

Depression for all of the United States, and would
bring for Twentynine Palms 3 new role as a sive for @
military training arex. The infamous Munich Confer-
ence had taken place in September of 1938; in the
summer of 1939, Stalin signed a non-aggression pact

mechanized forces into Poland, World War 11 was un-
dermay. Although President Boosevelr ssued a procls-
mation of peutalitg, most US  cozens who
remembered World 'War 1 knew thar could noe lass.
It dida’t, A new Meutrality Acy passed both houses
of the U5, Congress during Movember of 1039, but
allowed sorr of a “come and get 1" for “cash on the
barcelhead” sale of war macerials w the Allies?
“Goodbye, dear, Tl be back in a year™ liteed the
populsr {and hopeful) song of the day when, based
on the US. Selective Service Training Act of Seprem-
ber 1940, young men began registening for the firse

*Ini the exrly yeurs — befoee snprhing, = Bill Underhall ermed
it =Twenryminers made cheir owm fan and relaation. Sallly Imce
{whosr fBcherimow Thoma H Imce wes an carly Follysood
'prl:dul:rr[l:ll.id the sommerimes activity when rire ceme nambling
inen the desert. They'd pen their folding chairs, Sally sy, and hurs

BV B & VITWIEEID SpOU where ey doubd wwch the Plasb fomds [
by b b cdars, puarmies wene whetr you doursd them. Propios ended
thas pam=me A modem peoblem reenuieang has been e of keeging
matatycle riders {some of them Mannes) oo of the channel and
off the sdjsent berma dunng dry t=mes



peacetime military conscription in the nation’s histo-
ty and were soon going off 1o military training camps.
President Roosevelt in November was swept back into
office for an unprecedented third term. The nation
was ready to do its share. More aid to the Allies be-
came possible in January 1941 with passage of the
“lend-lease” bill. U.S. military forces, with their new
“draftees,” began locating and constructing new train-
ing sites. In November 1941, Secretary of War Henry
L. Stimson reached out and touched Twentynine
Palms. He signed authority for the US. Army Air
Corps to start a glider training school on those old
dead lakes north of Dr. Luckie’s health camp, where
the World War I vetetans—and a growing number of
others—were learning to live in good health beside
the Oasis of Mara whete you had to arrive on purpose,
and stay with conviction.

For some time in Twentynine Palms there had been
dreams of an airfield north of town. In spite of the
fact that aviation had played a role in World War I,
and that Frank Bagley and others had been a part of
that war-time activity, flying had to struggle o find
its niche after the war. The adventure it promised con-
tinued to attract experimentation with new uses,
howewer, and part of the eardy Twentynine Palms
idea—in 1937 —was to show off the desent with air
tours, since automobile tours had become popular as
a means for city folks to see the quaint outback. The
town Chamber of Commerce, spatked by Bagley, Earle
H. Nicholes, and Colonel Henry L. “Watty” Watson,
made application to the U.S. Department of Interior

Depanment of Deferac PFlaot (USAF) AC218U1A
Numerous TG-2 gliders appear in line near the hangar at the Army Air Forces' glider
tratining facility at Twentynine Palms, California, during the early years of World War IL

to lease a large tract of land north of town, at a site
called Mesquite Dty Lake. Obstacles between lease and
actual airfield were many. There was no road to the
dry lake, no clectricity, and no resources for meaning-
ful construction* Flying enthusiasts hoped to get help
from President Roosevelt's Works Projects Administra-
tion (WPA), but this was not forthcoming. By 1939,
the plans for the flying field crumpled in for lack of
wherewithal

Next notion for the dry lake was land yachting and
sailplaning — gliding. Early settler William B. Hatch,
Jr., a water sports enthusiast in his pre-desert days, or-
ganized a Twentynine Palms Land Yacht Club. Lucile
Weight teports that approximately 100 persons attend-
ed the first meeting, and that in following months
many land yachters visited Mesquite Dry Lake with
their wheeled “sailboats” And, according to this same
local historian, national gliding champien John Robin-
son “brought his ship here and talked of the possibil-
ities of a glider school” That was in November of 1941,
and later that month, as we have seen, the Army Air
Borces got authority o establish just such a school in
Twentynine Paims—a2 military glider school which
would send airborne troops into Wotld War II battle-
fields.

Earlier that year the Germans had given a grim new

*A private entreprencut, Leonard Wikoff, brought in generators
in 1938, and over the next yeat began stringing an elecurical grid
1o homes and businesses from his gasoline-powered operation near
Four Corners, which is at the intersection of Twentynine Palms High-
way and Adobe Road. Exceprt for a few carlier privatc “light planes,”
this was the community’s first elecricity.



slgmﬁcancc to gliders by using them in their 20 May
invasion of Crete in the eastern Meditctrancan. Ironi-
cally; the Germans had pioicered the construction of
gliders and the developmient of milivary tactics for
these motofless aircrafi because of weapons restrictions
nnpusedonthcmmthcpostWOdszrI'lkatyof
Versailles (1919). Gliders wete economical (and for the
Gemmnans, legal) airframes. German students at the
University of Aachen in 1920 builk a sporeing glider—
the Schairzer Teufel—which had been designed by
their professor, Dr. Wolfgang Klemperet (whom we
shall fmeet again). ‘This Black Devil of the sky proved
so successful that: craft of its design, and others later,
inspired lasge.scale sporting events throughout Ger-
many und spread gliding into many other counties,
including the United States: In 1928 and 1929—at
abour thé tme Tmntynme Palms wes getting or-
ganized arpund jts Ametican Legion outpost—a few
Gegman pilots set up a glider school at Cape Cod. And
it was a German, Wolf Hirth, who in 1930 tanght
glider fans about thermals and paved the way for the
thetmals for the glider pilot*

ing Soxiety of America, in 1930 at the first U.S. Na-

‘Mnkﬂlrg%gmamaﬂydwmrdﬂ:g}umxlﬁb,md
was thie fiist spplication of the “rnotorless sirphane” An iindessaand-
ing of thermals rumed the sport into soaring which makes possible
sustained Sight in 2 motorless and héavier-than-ait coaft. A ther-
mal is an updrafi of warm ait caused by the uneven heating of the
earth’s surface brough about by retriin configamtion, ground covet,
éte, A pilor in a “plider” fides a therinat upward by cirdiing or spisal-
ing oo it Iy then when it plays oar. che pilor glides dowmward
in the desired direcrion uneil ke encoumens gnober thesmal which
m;mhmnﬂlll:ﬁ&llnlmmnu;hﬂ:ﬂ.h:m“nphp:hﬁ'
cai peul whien 2 peé wind fisés at.a Kill or ridgeline; and
gh&mmmdmmmmrummdmmgmup-
fape life much 45 a sutket would fin along 4 wave. In 9
mﬂwuzﬂynhmgnfmmmnmmy dicle:s“mvehfc"
bicuighic aboitt by wavelike dist ces in'a beiskdy rbving ais nuiss
downwind of 2 mounmin range, lnendy&awufghdcm dn:wn,
oreter condtsted of 4 chambet; called the “jui,” providing
mmdmwwhﬂmmbammm&.&xmb:shmv
a ted: biall, thie seiher & predn Ball, Thcmdbmm;m1tsmbe
meant the glider wes Josing altimde; the groen ball tiving indicar-
ed that the glider wis gaining aldrude. Thes, satlplane pilots gir-
buine and practicing the af of wanng sy they are “looking fat
groem air” The milisasy factic imbad mainly the glide sechmigue:
Miditary glidem wem palied alofi by mothet siicralt. and chen
icleased w such an altfiude 2o range chai they coudd ghde immo
Eanding zuoes in the mapet anra In sddision o quittnes, s aboai
their only advwnmages weie chat they could buslt in bess time — and
fai less money — than motocized amcraft end that they could lind
in lew space. Parmchune tactics baver peowed st usefud in mifitary
eperuions. Milinry helicopien of satkhane walue did ot come
alorg unaill much laver — pencrally spraking, is the Korean War in
the 1950s.
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tional Soating Contest, at Elmira, New York. The
Soaring Socicty was incorporated at Elmira in 1932,
and that ares—along with Twentynine Palms—wasone
of three primary military glider schools established by
the United Sates during those early days of World War
Ii. The othet was at Lockporr, Illinois**

First order of business for the tiew airfield was 2
proper land survey. Bill Hawch, who catlier had or-
ganized drylmdsﬂhngmzhrsdcadiakcam, volun-
teered for this project. Hamh a:surveyor; was a natural
for-this. Years earlier, suffetin; ﬂﬁyﬁungmanw'ith
ariticitis, he had been weekending in Twentynine
Palms whei: somebedy came to the Inn looking for
the surveyor who was suppesed to be in town. A eatly
settler had died. Anothes settler had given a plot of
land for a cemetery, but nobody was quite sure of the
location. If Bill Hatch could find the proper land,
fiiends of the deceased could buty him. Bill Hawch
did, and they did. Now Haich called on the Ammy with
E R. Whyess, who wanted to build the glider facilicy.
Later that month—November 1941 —the Army Corps
of Engineers sent out a survey team of its own.

In chirge was Technical Sesgeant Steven Zvonar, who
same down from the 29th Engineer Topographic Bat-
talion in Portland, picked up some additional pcr’sen—-
el from Field Company A, then in Oceanside, and
camé out to the desert—about a half dozen Atmy en-
gineets in all. Zvorar, who later went into thie Air
Forée, from which he retired as 1 major, fecalled in
1985 that to beat the desert heat; he and his crew
would move ouit of the bivouac at about 0400, do their
mapping, and then at about 1500 head back to the
village — then comprised of about 300 or 400 people,

it seemed o him.

Thiey had a favotice bar in Twentynine. But the fitst
afternoon of two, they found the place crowded “with
the ladies on the bar stools and the men two decp”
behind them. Zvonar's instrument.man, a Blackfoot
Indian, solved ﬁ:epmblm of gerting the soldiers up
to the bat. He had a “pet mnuﬂahe’dfemndm
the desért, named it M tah, and kept it in an
emptykucheamatchcsbex ‘Seigeant Biickland, the
Blackfoot with a sense of bumor and a flair fot practi-
cal jokes, reached over the crowd and released
Methuselah onto the bar. “Well, needless o sy Zvo-
nar ponctheless said, “women fell off bar stools,
screamed, ran” Buckland and the other soldiers moved
up 1w the bar and “made their presence known!™

*%jreas of miling hills and valleys, whese thermabs dimb. Lick-
purt. up iowaid Chicagu, got its name frorm it position on the ald
Mincet and Michagan canal Elmam. south of Senecs Lake, sarad-
diei the willey of the Chemiang.



“From then on, we were always greeted by ‘Here's
the Army!” ” said Zvonat, “Wewmuemdroyallyfo:
the three weeks we were there. A most memomable
time in my life”* From: the work of Zvopar and his
men came multi-colored topographic quadrangles,
and if lation stations from which actonaticat eri-
gmccl’s wete able to locate the light beacons for the
airfield, as well as other survey reference points.

All of this was bringing the militaty to Twenityninie
Palms. Ultimately this meant the U.S, Marine Carps.
While there is to way to prove it, probably the Ma-
tinc Cotps never would have come to Twentynine
Palms had it not been for this 1941 decision to put
thcglxdubasehefcmthﬁcdmdlakmmﬂﬁundtd

Thcmmsbythcnmaxrbaseat?mfvtﬂe —now
George Air Force Base. Later, the Marine Corps setup
the driest outdoor warchouse in the world at Barstow,
and the Marine Cotps Air Station at Yuma later came
1o be as a result of needs for emergency landing sites
intand from San Diego and atound the impace-afeas
in the vicinity of the Saiton Sea.

And then for desert training on the ground (some-
thing the Marinc Corps might hawe inherited later),
up for grabs after World War 1l might have been the
grear, sprawling acres of decomposed granite churned
up: by General George Patton's tanks (and those of
others who followed) cast of Twentynine Palms and
on.over into equaily ghastly arcas of Arizona. Desert
Training Center, it was talled. It amounted to somse.
160005quaremﬂesofd@cn,ﬁom areas east of Twen-
tynine Palms, and then eastward throughout much of
the vacant desert between what are now Highways 40
(old Route 66) in the north to 110 in the south, then
across the Colorado River and into 2 broad Arizona
desertarezfmml’a:kcrmthenorthmﬁummthc
south, Patton began training his tankets there in the
spring of 1942, and then lcft in carly fall to make his
8 November 1942 landing in North Africa with his
3d and 9th Infaniery Divisions and his 2d Armored Di-
vision,

Training fot tank units and individual soldiers con-
tinued in the California-Arizona areas until 1944, and
Burcau of Land Management personnel who niow own

*This wan the agr —and the som of & plece — where, 5 Kiphng
said of anather time and place. 2 man could raise a thiese, Majot
General Bud Schmid said that when he first ammived in the desen
as the young supply officer for the Marine facility in 1953, a desent
martini was a cold beer in an icy mug, with an olive plunked in.
Sgt. Buckiand, the Blackfoot, by the way, knew that caraniulas are
not dangerous. Repulsively scary eo mast of us, but not dangerous.
The sorpion, the black widow, ihe brown recluse - now these are
dilfereni matrris, Esperially the horwn reciuse

i

the old centet say that in all some 300,000 U8, troops
trained here during the war. Most of them must have
made rocklined walkways around their teats 2od up
and down company streets; Even now in the
mid-1980s, flying over or driving through with a
tugged vehicle, these pathways of focks can be seen.
And still in evidence also are some ficldstone altars
and walls in the form of Gothic arches where vatious
uﬂltsimdthcuchaplamscenéuawtdootscwm
Those and 2 {now-crumbling) gigantic relief map
about the size of a football field, built to represenit
thespmwhngatmsofthcmmmgcenm. are all that
remaies.

Early in 1985, the Needles office of the Bureau of
Land Management sponsored the dedication of 2 com-
ing effort, ar arid 20d windswept Chiriaco Summit,
just off Route 1-10 and near the southernmost border
of thie Joshua Tree National Monumen, where the
Cottonwood, Eagle, and Orocopia Mountains scowl
down 2t modern motorists specding along in air-
conditioncd comfort. I these mototists squint search-
ingly into the heat shimmets of the brown and deso-
Late desery, still they will see nothing to remind them
ofthoscdayseftmnmg Not even 4 self-tespecting
ghost would remain. Out of sight from the mototway,
only the relief map, and the lonely alvars remain, along
withi those lines of rocks. A furure lichic wonder, a Car-
nac in minjatire?** These rows of desert field stones
led, in their fashion, to North Africa, 1o Siily, to Saler-
ng, ta Nice, to Nommandy, to victory in World Waz 11

Afeer the decision in 1941 t locate the glider train-
ing center at Twentynine Palms, one of the advisors
whio visited this desert atea a number of times was Dr.
Wolfgang Klemperer, designer of that famous
Schiuwsrzer Teufed built by his students in Aachen more
then 20 years earlier. He had fled Hitler's Germany,
and by this time, was.a research engineer for Douglass

Other visitors were frequent, since gliders and the
desert both were oddities which attracted sttention.
Lois Maidow Harz, 2 Twentypine Palms resident who
to work in the Army office at the field, recalls that
one day movie star—20d by then lieutenant— Jimmy
Stewart flew in o look the place over. Mrs. Harz
remlledm 1985 thatshemmthnﬂed a the prospect

ypuldr movie star that she immediate-

**Camme is e Fraee, un Brineny's ssush comt, and s where there
are located thousands of huge and rough gray granite megaliths,
some of them up to 18 fect tall, standing on end and amanged in
bong lines frming avenoes— something of a “los-ooch Sranchenge”
arel hikewise of 3 purpise wnkmews o modeen man
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Prefiight classroom instraction in the principles of motoriess flight was part of the four-
week course involving 30 hours of flying which qualified participants as ghder pilots.

ly activated her once-a-day chore of going from office
to office with mail call, in hopes that she would en-
counter the lieutenant from Hollywood. At each stop
she managed just o miss him, and at her final mail
call visit someorne pointed out 1o her Stewait’s plane
speeding down the dusty runway for takeoff.

And Gwyn Keys—a daughver-in-law of that old pi-
oneerand goldminer Bill Keys —one day not only saw
a. popular star of the day, Jackic Coogan, but got
volunteer assistatice from him on 2 moming when a
schedule foulup caused her to be the only worket on
hand to open the Condor Field canteen. Coogan, who
had played the orphan adopted by Chaclie Chaplin
in The Kid, Chaplin's first featuze-length film, was
pow a staff sérgeant instructor at the glider bases

The Twentynine Palms Air Acaderny began as a con-
wract aperation with a civilian firm organized o build,
maintain, and operate the glider facility for the Ammy
Air Porces. President of the firm, and the on-sité
manager, wis E R. Whyess. First commanding officer
of the Army contingent was Captain Lester C. Hess;
Iater Captain Hadley B. Eliker became the command-
ing officer. On the military seaff were about 50 officess
and men, including flight instructors and co-pilots
who rode-with the students until they were ready to
solo. Soine of the flight instrucrors and co-piléts also
were civilisns. Vinton Harz, an carly student hicky
enough to catch Lois Marlow on the rebound from her

shattefing expeticnce of being stood up by Jimmy
Stewart, recalls that in 1942, there were perhaps “half
a dozen” civilians on Whyers' staff, and a small addi-
tional number of civilians in 2 security force, 2 main-
t,enance Scc'tion and $o forth Majot Zv'omr

ve_ycd and,mapped da_c .ﬁcl_d in 1941, there appcatcd
1 be only a few civilians there. They wore some sort
of a “bronze ceescent” omament on their caps, but
had rank designations equivalent to colonel down to
lieutenane®

The military side was the 17th Army Air Fosces Fly-
ing ‘Training Detachment. The War Départment put
outa prcss'release on 27 Novembet 1941; to announce
the training would begin on or about 1 January 1942,
with an initial dass of 12 students. Two weeks larer
a class of 18 was to start the four-week course. There-
after, said the War Depattmnent, classes of 24 persons
each will be cnrolléd every two weeks.

Eatly on, those who had previous power-plane
licenses— the ones the Army sought at the outset—

*Harr, in eatly 1942 « stff sergeant (lerer 2 fight officer), said
thar he and other enlised tainces were told 16 salusé these cviltans
with their devised ranks. Damned i#fwe will, saidd these salty soldi-
cfs, most of whiom were in training because they bad enough miox-
i¢ w have camcd private pilot licenses before the waz. Salure the
unifortn, suggested an' Army inseractor. Vinton Harz said he would

-if it were hung up over there in the comer. The kind of spitit which



were to graduate after an average of 30 hours of in-
struction ia gliders of the two-place TG-1 and TG-2

types. These were the same Frankfore and Schweizer
models to be used also ar the primary glider schools
at Elmiita and Inckpore,

Acthis pace, mmpﬂmrouid be gradnated per
year, but local records and miemorics are not.clear on
this subject and tetired records, now in the hands of
the Air Force, ate sparse. Thiere was not dlways good
weathier, éven in the desert which had been a health
camp. Characteristic desert winds in some of the cool
months hampered operations; and desert rains, which
canhit with violence in the fall and with a little more
even temper in winter, sometimes made the old dry
lakes too wet for takeoffs and landings.

But those were heady days—ﬁnally getting to do
something which was prepariag 1o get back-ar Hitler
ine Europe, or the Japanese out there in the Pacific.
Gliders, “a hell of 2 way to go to war," said the Twen-
tyriine Palms base chief of seaff in the sumprier of 1985,
and b a private pilot and 2 glider sportsman in the
bargain. '

Vinton: Harz, though, still would not say 2 bad werd
against them. He was here from summer into Decem-
ber of 1942, Pare of the time he worked the Link trainer
for the staff, a job he'd had at the air base at Vicror-
ville before an officer there sold him on the glider deal,
because it would make a flight officer out of him.
Originally from Minnesota, Harz was stmngly eligi-
bie for ghders because before military service he had
catned private pilot wings.

Vinton Harz remembers the tfaining as many mo-
ments: of exhilarating flying interspersed with hot
drudgery and some frustrating times, One of the lat-
ter oceurred when someone in suthority told him o

land on a.desolate dry lake, and then seemed to for-
get that he ‘was there.

But you ttied to get the last eraining flights of the
day, Harz said. Then you got to stayup a bit longer.
Free titne, almost. And you could cdech these upslope
lifts along those little mountains which are behind
where the mainside buildings of the Marine bas¢ now
stand. You couldﬂythothwal’ongt’heﬂdge and
then tutn back into green air and come back along
the ridge again and again. An eternal “wave” surfers
only dream of.

Harz temembers one day when there were 12 1o 14
of them soaring along that ridge. Anotherday, he was
up toatmost 14,000 feet on thermals before he decided
he had better get back down to the hot and dusty
field.

A hell of 2 way to go to war? Vinton Harz did it
three times, and then came back to Lois and to Twen-
tynine Palms whete they raised their family. For a time,
Vint had 2 service station, ‘and then he joined the
Postal Service. For a number of yeass, he worked at
thcpmtofficcontthannc base, and then he moved
to the main office in town. Once, during his employ-
menton the Marine base, he told an inquiring reporter
from The Observation Post that he never met 2 Ma-
rine he didn’t like, “Biit,” he added, “I came close two
ot three' times.” He retired from thie Postal Service in

1985.

[btty -One years pnor to this Postal Service rerire-
ment, in another spring, Vint co-piloted 2 ghdcr into
Normandy. It was a big British Horsa, carrying some-
thing like 39 troops and equipment, They crashed —
with copsiderable help fiom the German defenders.
It was almost dark; wartime, double-double daylight
saving time still had not saved them enough, but

Three pliders bermg towed by a nmple arrcraft take off from the Army arrfield ar Tienty-
wine Falms; all will be releaied from the tow line at -ﬂ'-‘r-flﬂ'ﬂ af 4.000 feet ar more.
parmen) of Defeawe Phowo (USAF) AC2533




bright fiashes of fire from their designated landing
areas conwinced them that the enémy had come o wait
for them there. The Biitish pilot rurned for an alter-
nate site, but there was more enemy fire, and then
tall poles put up as counter-landing obstacles. Vin-
ton Harz came to on the ground, wearing the Horsa
on his back. A near-fatal way to try to get along with
a Horsa. The flight officer from Twentynine Palms’
Condor Ficld could not walk. After much pain and
other misadventures, he was rescued and evacuated
back across the Channel to England, where he reco-
vered in a hospital.

Tor getting well agzin, he got to fly his own glides
into Eindhoven, Holland, in Seprember 1944 for the
Masket Garden operation. Later, the Dutch gave him
an award for his part in that. Then, in March 1945,
he flew another glider into the Wesel opetation on
the Rhine. The United States by this dme had given
up trying to salvage gliders afver such operations. Too
often booby trapped. Aftef you landed, yoi: changed
from being an Army flight officer to being an Armmy
ground officer. After the landing at Wesel, Vint did
the required thing to his big troop glider—which was
something like what you did for 2 horse with a broken
leg—and then led a ground attack across a field toward
a tree. line where the Germans waited. For that, he
got a Bronze Star Medal. “Gliding was all tight as long
as I got to be the pilot,” Vinton Harz said in 1985.

Afeer gliders, Condor Field became “just another”
Army Air Cotps flight 1raining school, with motor-
poweted planes. By carly 1943, thie glider waining be-
gan to wind down. Thete had been shotking évidence
in combat opcrations that gliders too often were seri-
ous crashes waiting to happen. Patachute operations
turned out to be more effective airborne techniques.
March 1943 scems to have matked the Jast month for

glidet flights 2t Condor Ficld. J. B. Carroll, after World
War I1 4 kand developer and real estate broker in Fwen-
tynine Palms and the Morongo Basin, recalls that he
came to Condor Field in thosc early weeks of 1943 to
fly motorized planes; and. Gwyn Keys, who with the
one-time assistance of Jackie Coogan helped operate
the canteen at dhie field, recalls that all hands were
iitvived 1o take 2 glidet ride before those craft were crat-
ed for shipment elsewhere.

After that, the 17th Ammy Ait Forces Flying Train-
ing Detachment continued for about 2 year with radial
cngine Stearman trziners. Then, a bit later in 1944,
the Navy took over.

Grear expanses of the -dwert, from the Mexican
botder noritiward, were -and bombing ranges
for the Navy. It had fields and auxifiaty fields from
Yuma norihward along the Salton Sea, and elsewhere
in the region. Condor Field became part of this string.
The Navy hung on in Twentynine Palms until sum-
mer of 1945, when Wotld War H ended.

First, after that, Condor Ficld went into catetaker
status. Then; before the year was out, the place was
given over to San Bernardino county. For seven years
the silent buildings stood vacant beside the dusty old
airfield, Gold m:m::s began again to traipse through
the ancient n hills and atroyos. Nonetheless, it
Ioohadasfthcdmnwonldﬁnaﬂymn, after all. The
deseit and the descendants of Sergeant Buckland's
tarantula which once helped. the milicary enier the
warm social swirl of Twentynine Palms.

And the name, Condor Field? Did condors once
soat along those brawn hills in the apslope Lifis? “Ni
said an old time glider man. *Not that we know of.
We named. it that because we admired those birds.
Best flying machine ever created.”



CHAPTER 4
The Marines Atrive

s & Yip! Yipl! Yig-py-aye dolly.
A mbsdqudeft& wesh
Awd Yipl Yipl Yip-py-by golly!
Whatever she does she does the besi.

sbegntm-qamdmoufmg;
Giot em soithont any sirings;
She'’s & dynamite dreawbons,

A lood of aom bombs,

Well, Wotld War II was over, and you bed to sing
somicthing. Allic Wruble and wife Wanda, along with
young sons Robert and Thomas, were living in the
Campbefl house; that two-story fieldstone showplace
Bill and Betty Campbell built afrer Betty came into
her inhetitance. One of the boys wanted his father to
wite 4 song for an affair at school, “After all, dad had
done. the score:for. Walt Disney's Sowg of the South
[“Zip-a-dee-doodah, Zip-a-dee-ay, My O My, what a
wonderful day”] and dozens of other well-known hits
of the catly and later *40s” And thus, published in
1947 by the Freddie Mattin Publishing Company, was
born “The Lady from Twentynine Palms™ It-became
a novelty hit and —said Sally Ince—really put us on
the map.'*

Maybc that song was not the h:ghcst matk there
ever was, but it illustratés the point that there had
almost always been a bit of a show buisiness flavor to
Twentynine Palms, pethaps because of that old Legion
post iin Pasadena being so dase 1o Hollywood and
Beverly Hills where the movie industry grew up. James
Cngncyhadahmnemlhentynmcpalmsfrmnthc
1930s into at least the mid-1980s, although by 1985
he had oot visited for some time. Cagney was a friend

*Long-distance telephont operuton., expeoally, found i defficuls
113 tue mnooin " Feentynene Palms ™ They would demand: “Yes, b
whai town w017 For a time. Freddic Manm belped, as did ochen
wha sang Allic Wrubel's song: the Andiew Sisen among them,
Lates, the same old identiny criis cropped ug again — novely songs
likr cdd sobdier abways fade away. Mow machines have touble wich
the nume of che wen, often mwoking “29" onio the end of the Post
Ciffice bow pumiber, or che sireer address. and then making the nex
lime of the address resd “Palme, CA" And calling in sn arder 1o
& camlog sabes curfin— oo even o 4 depanment seore in owr very
imen mrate of Califnmes — often pessenis o paoblem. Y meds cha's
the name of dhe o™ Qhune s Aol e putisis among e wan
the mumber spelled our, and all ooe word: Twenzymine

of John W. Hilton, desest artist and author whose
who come to know and enjoy the desert**

Other actots who had connections with Twentynine
Palms over the yeats included Ralph Bellamy, Will
Rogers, Jr., and swimming and miovie star Esther Wil-
liams, whose brother Dave Williams was for yeats
everybody's favorite plumber in town until in the late
1970s, Dave and his wife Virginia were lured away to
the bright lights'of Yaocea Valley, Virginia kept a branch
of her travel business in Twentynine Palms, however.
Local historian Lucile Weight finds in her research on
the latter-day homesteading in the area that in 1945
Ronald Reagan— later 1o be governor of Californiz and
then President of the United States—was included in
a batch of Hollywood types who filed on a large tract
east of town where they hoped to establish a flying
club near an emergency landing ficld. ‘This ficld later
became 2 San Bernardino county aitfield, knows lo-
cally as “Twentynine Palms International” The plans
of Reagan and his associares failed, however, because
of water problems. Later the Knott family, of Knott's
Berry Farm fame, established a sky park not far west
of the downtown areas of the village. And in the 1980s,
comedian Red Skelton was 2 frequent visitor. Twenty-
ning Palms had been home fot his wife for 2 number
of years, and her mother still had a home here in the
mid-1980s.

And although we tend to “name drop” the names
of entertainers and public officials, most of them were
in Twentynine Palrms merely to-enjoy the peace, quiet,
and dlimate; for the most part they were left alone dur-

**Perhaps Hilton's besi-known book was Somora Sketch Book
(New York: Macmilfasi; 1947), which wis republished its 1966 by
BestWest Publicasions, Palm Deserr; California. Many of his excel:
leat eazly painitings hang in Tweniynine Palms homes with fami-
during the Great Depression arid other early yeats of his.are. Helen
Bagley has Hiltons which paid grocery bills; Safly Ince bas Hilrons
1983. A modemn day (1980s) dentist in Twentynine Palms now is
an avid Hilvon collector. In 1931; Hilton was obe of the foundess
of the Twentynine Palms Are Gallery, which endurcs in its charm-
ing adobe structire besween the fan and Motwment Headguari-



ing their times here to “get away from it all” More
meaningful to the community which was to become
sorething of a2 Marine town was the postwar arrival
in Twentynine Palms of Dt. Edward Lincoln Smith,
a New Englander by birth and a physician by way of
an education at Yale and then the Harvard Medical
School. Dir. Smith came to the desert via 2 war-time
stint as 2 Navy doctor, during which he served on
Guadalcanal with the 1st Marine Division, and more
specifically as sutgeon for the infantry battalion com-
manded by one of the best-known Marine Corps
heroes of the period —Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller*

“Dr. Ed.” as he was known by most of the residents
of Twentynine Palms for all of those postwar years un-
til he retired and moved away in the late 1970s, was
one of the few who ever got to Twentynine Palms by
accident** But hie stayed on purpose. After return-
ing from wartime duty in the Pacific, De. Smith served,
among other places, in the Navy V-i2 unit at the
University of Arizona facilities in Flagstaff. After the
war ended, he came back to Flagstaff to visit friends,
and to pop over into California to establish his medi-
cal credentials there, since he thought that someday
he would semi-retire to a small practice in that state.
While in Catifornia, Dr. Smith was talked into visit-
ing Dr. Luckie in Pasadena. Twentynine Palms desper-
ately needed a doctor. The very sort of a call
Hippocrates must have had in mind. ‘Dr. Smith
opened his practice in the desert town on 4 Decem-
ber 1946; he tetired on 1 June 1979.

Meanwhile, 2lso in December of 1946, Dr. William
T. Ince, D.O., eame to Twentynine Palms with his wife
Sally, and aboura year later launched construction of
a small hospital —a memotial to his father, Thomas
H. Ince, that pioncer Hollywood producer who was
an carly associate of Mack Sennett of those one-reel
comedy films which became classics. Thomas Ince also
produced the movie called “Civilization.” one of Holly-
wood’s first fearure-length films. (There. also were
others in his distinguished career.)

Ostcopathic physicians, which Ince was, and medi-

*in the Buske Dravis biography of Puller. Mamee! (New York: Lir-
tle, Brown & Cou, 1943}, dhere are seversl ceferenees co De. Smith
Thee mewsy moweng one, pu s, desobes che doooor in the banalion
aidd srarioes operaing on woanded Manines. one shoe sucked off by
the mud undetfoor. 1t was an all-night oideal for Paller and his
people.

**He moved awiy, 10 the San Francisco Bay dres. not because
be did not like ‘Fwestynine Palms and the desert, but; 35 he was
always carcful to explain, becanse he knew his patients of long stnd-
ing would just ncver stop calling himn, And—left unssid by this
dedicared professional — beciuse he knew he could never, in this
village, stop responding to those calls.

cal doctors, which Ed Smith was, sometimes did not
know quite how to deal with each other, but by about
the time the Matines artived in town these two doc-
tots were cooperating with each othet, and the Ince
hospital provided much valuable service to early day
Marines, and of course to the community as a whole.
A Desert Trail “Progress Number” supplement of July
1953 lists William T. Ince, DO., as administrator of
the haspimal and Edward Lincoln Smith, M.D., as med-
ical director.

Meanwhile, as “The Lady from Twentyninc Palms”
jangled along, and with most Americans not watch-
ing international affairs, World War II was not get-
ting tidied up satisfactorily on the far side of the
Pacific. Russian troops and admaniserators in North
Kotea and similar US. forces in Souith Korea had wken
over that former Japanese possession, with a view to
uniting the covntry (split administeatively at the 38th
parallel) and bringing it into the United Nations. Rus-
siz did not want this to happen, and it set up 4 pup-
pet government in North Korea and erained and
equipped a native military force. When the matter of
Korea's enitry into the United Nations came up, Rus-
sia stopped it with a veto.

After nearly fout years of postwat occupation, U.S.
forces withdrew from the south in the spring of 1949,
leaving only some administtatorsand token miltary
units. About a year later, on 25 June 1950, a North
Korean army; Russian trained and equipped, assault-
ed South Korea. The Security Council, with Russia’s
delegates sulking in absentia over the non-seating of
mainland China, designated North Korea the aggres-
sof, urged a cease fire, and called on United Nations
members to unite for the restoration of peace in Kotea..
On 27 June, President Truman sent Ametican forces
into action, and throughout the nation the ancient
arid honbrable profession of arms began agdin 1o look
towatd mobilization.

At Camp Pendleton, Califoraia, in the northern
reaches up toward San Opofre beaches and that small
white stucco town of San Clemente with its red cile
toofs, the old Wotld War 11 tent camps re-opened.
Soon, new Marines:and oldet ones from resetve staus
were kicking the rattlesnakes into testy wakefulness in
those brown summer hills. Mainside looked fike a
boomtown again. The whole place was so busy there
wete almost no impact arezs remaining for atillery,
which had grown lasger, or for rockets, which were
growing into missiles. For artillerymen, an “R-Sop” at




Horno Ridge was about as exciting as finding your
starting notch on an acey duecy board *

Searchers for better training areas scouted far and
wide, and soon up jumped that weird hunk of desert
whete gliders once soared, and where Navy fliers later
strafed and bombed. In early summer of 1952,
whispers from these searchers and their motor trans-
port drivers began to go around Pendleton: Buy Tven-
tynine Palms! This to brother Matines— officer and
enlisted — who individually had about as much money
as those early gold seckets of the desert. Buy the sand
while it is hot, one wag suggested. The base-to-be is
about the size of the state of Rhode Island, with Nar-
ragansett Bay squeezed out, another early visitor said,
and then he added he would not give $14 for all of
it. You've got to put on gloves to open and close your
car door, or you get blisters. “Twentynine Stumps,”
some salty old warriot from Pacific campaigns dubbed
it. And “The Stumps™ it became to a whole genera-
tion of Marines who couldn’t quite imagine whart the

*“R-Sop” is progounced “are-sop” by attillerymen. Their most
frequeatly used bit of jargon. The ietters stand for reconnaissance,
selection, and occupation of position (for firing). Thus, what a rifle-
man probably would call a “field exescise” or “going to the field,"
an artilleryman would call an “R-Sop.”

Marine Corps Historical Collection
The main gate of the new Marine Corps Training Center, located four miles north of the
stnall desert commaunity of Tiventynine Palmes, housed a 70-man detachment from Camp
Pendieton tasked with preparing the base for the complement of permanent personnel,

Corps was going to do in the middle of the blank-
blank desert!

But barracks banter did not dissuade. On 20 Au-
gust 1952, Base Headquarters at Camp Pendleton is-
sued Post Order 343, and some of the 930 square miles
of desert, mote than half a million actes— Rhode Is-
land squeezed dry— became a Marine Corps Training
Center owned and operated by Pendleton. It was quite
an acquisition for that once Marine Barracks, Santa
Matgarita Ranch, Oceanside, Caltfornia. And for the
Marine Corps, as we shall sce.

Major (almost at once to become Lieutenant
Colonel) Frederick H. Scantling was sprung from a job
with the 2d Infanury Training Regiment ar Pendleton
and put in command of Camp Detachment, Marine
Corps Training Center** This outfit first set up in the

**Scantling, a World Wear 11 veteran of the Pacific campaigns with
the 1st Marine Division, saw action on Guadaleanal, Cape Glou-
cester, and Peleliu. Pethaps this travel, courtesy of the Marine Corps,
plus his posting to the strange and fascinating desert base —which
he exploted extensively—sparked his interest in geography. At any
rate, after his retitement in 1963, Fred Scantling carned a Ph.D.
in geography at UCLA, and taught that subject from 1966 untit
1980 as a professor at Long Beach State. Dr. Scantling and his wife,
Nonic, whom he met during that greatest of all World War II dury,
in Mclbourne, Australia, reside in Long Beach.



12 Area at Pendleton, there to get organized for later
transfer up the hill to the desert. This came about for
Licutenant Colonel Scantling and his detachment on
15 December 1952. The Marine Corps dispatched
them to the old Army glider base beside Condor Field
to keep tabs on things while 2 large civilian construc-
tion firm —Twaits-Merrison-Knudsen-Macco — began
to build a new base for the Marines. Construction was
under the eye of 2 Naval Resident-Officer-in-Chasge-
of-Construction (ROICC), Lieutenant Commander
John P Mapes. Scantling’s detachment numibered
about two dozén Maries,

Scantling recalled later that the conistruction com-
pany, and Mapes, had started work in June or July.
Mapes, with his family, lived somewhete in the vicin-
ity of Smith Ranch—that old roller rink larer to be-
come a gymnasitm, with drive-in movie alongside.
Licutenant Colonel Scantling moved his famnily up to
the desert in August, and commuted from desert to
Pendleton until the detachment came up in Decem-
ber. Meantime, clements of the 3d Marine Division's
artillery regiment, the 12¢h Matines, alsa had beent
commuting up and down the Morongo Grade to ex-
plore and fite the Corps’ newly acquired ranges. Com-
manding Officer of the 12th Marines in those days was
Colonel Leonard F. Chapman, Jr., later to become the
20th Commandant.

Usually, in those days, the artillery wehicles purned
north off the highvway a few miles shore (west) of the
village of Twentynine Palms, and drove into the triin-
ing centet toward a small lone mountain then cailed
Pixiro* The units frequendy set up a command post
at the oasis called Surptise Springs, near where water
wells have been put down over the years to provide
for the ever-increasing. needs of the growing base®*

With Licutenant Colonel Scantling and. his smail
detachment'in place, and battalions of the 12th Ma-

rines scouring the hills and canyons, the 3d Marine
Division from Pendleton put together an ambitious

*There are Pinto Mountaing kewliese in the vicinity, and afocr
a breath-carching Sring eror some years later, lone Pinto became
Hidilgo—scn of somenns, o someithing, @ @' sénior officer might
have called it in the exciement of the mement,

**As the base grew in.the 19506, Suiprise Springs becarie a popu-
1ar reseation site for Marines-and their families — picnics and cook-
outs, with park-type tablés and other facilivies. Laceer diay Marives
might smile, Relaxing st 2 quaint oasis might seem a bit like thar

“mitage our south of town," which hirmiorist Heth Schriner used
10 say was & populat spot neer his Hoosier home. Bur for 2 town
where folks used to gather 4o wazch the flash floods go by, a nice
vasis was a treasute indeed. Surptise Springs died with a lowering
waget rable, bme:payﬁatdwmops.mdﬁstmwhmbmuldsmnp
to brighter liberty spots.

live-fire expedition to the new training center. The Ist
Masine Division, traditional occupant of Peadicton af-
ter new members of the “Old Breed” came home from
the Pacific at the end of Wotld War Il and occupation
duty in Nosth China, had gone off to that new war
in Korea, Later, at Pendleton, the 3d Marine Brigade
had formed, under command of that fiery wartior,
Chesty Puller, who alieady had made new combat
marks in Korea, and was now a brigadier gencral. AF
ter Prcs:dcat Traman admiitted he ought not to have

said, cardy in the Korcan period, that the Marine Cotps
was sort of the police foice for the Navy, with “a
propaganda machine that is 2lmost equzl to Stalm‘s."
Congress had given the Marine Corps a new manpower
level, and Chesty's brigade was authorized ro.grow to
division size. Commanded by Major General Robent
H, Pepper (the assistant division commander was
Brigadier General Joseph C. Burger), the division went
up to Twentynine Palms for the two weeks prior to
Christmas in 1952.

As a live-firing excrcise, it was rather 7 stlted af
fair, compared to combined arms exercises 30 and
miore years later: But as someone once said about the
walking bear: be not éritical of the gait, but rather
marvel that he stands at all. The division was brand
new, with 2 lot of young Masines and old retreads ot
yet shaken down inte 2 smooth and measared gait.
Safety measures and extreme caution rightfully ruled.

The exeteise proved that Tweatynine Palms was go-
ing-to be a greatly uscful place, and that live firing—
artillery over the riflemen and all—would bnng the
troops to cifective seasoning much quicker than simu-
lation which frequently lacked stimulation. It also
taught the Marine Corpsalotufamumg things about
its niew chunk of desert. At night it was bitter cold,
a licle spitting of snow proved that. A mw wind
seemed to blow cteenally outof the souchwest. It could
take away a litte coffee fire if the blaze was not guard-
ed it the lee of a bit of 2 hillock, or behind a large
tock. Shaving cream from'an acrosol éan —rather a new
product at that time—dried so quickly in the desert
wind that. Marines trying to shave with this stuff wore
all 100 soon scraping and pulling painfully through
what seemed to be.a white chalky stueco on the face.

This, for Twentynine Palms and for the. 3d Marine
Division, was FEX-1— Ficld Exereise |. The Comman-
dant of the Kotean Marine Cotps, Major General Shin
Hyon Joon, came out to watch. Aide to General Pep-
per was Caprain Paul G. Grahaim, who camie back to
Twentynine Palms in April of 1971 as Brigadier Gener-
al Graham, 10th commanding gencral of the base
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which became an independent command in Febru-
aty of 1957%

Meanwhile, Lieytenans Colonel Scantling’s outfit
was growing slowly, and he was trying to provide health
and comfort accornmodations for his Marines while
the new construction grew north of the old Ammy
buildings near the main gate and the control tower
building. For a time, hatking back to frontier days on
Army posts, Marines with families could make
cmnnussary type grocery purchases through the sub-
sistence wpply gystemi: The command set up a seaall
commissary in the old buildings, and made a lasge

A noither illusmous pamcipan wes the writer of this hisorg, then
g vapizin commanding Company F, 2d Barmlion, Och Marines |
came hack oe boand dhe base in che speing of 1973 as the Dase Chief
of Stalf, and revded on | Auguse 107% a1 Depury Commander Af
wed the ifp i 1952 Wy fepon o my el 0 oor San Clemence
apartmeni oonckided with the obseraion hat s place | dudn’
wanch the name of { Yuoc: Valkoy, aaic iamed out ), ilscre were mreel
sigr, and b and gaien corrndng ot ingo the vacans, dissy
desers. “Aa k" | smad. w0 Genelarolyn, “they copect people 1 bve
ot there someday”™ And mow, a3 the ald jokre mpy: “We wr ooe”
Mot m Yica, mmd voui, but in the read desert. Teenaynine Palens
whepr rraisred Marimes haw been knesn oo festure their ald lawn-

mimwen in dramacc monements motheir fonn gk

messhall-type refrigerator available. The store- opened
for business with very limited stock—staples, meat,
and canned poods, all in rather meager choices. In all
of Twentynine Palms in those days, Lieutenant Colonel
Scantling recalled thete were pethaps three small
grocery markets—Frank and Helen Bagley's by-now
rather historic matket on the Plaza, another on the
highway néar where the diagonal road went northeast-

ward to Fwo Mile Road, and then anothet littde grocery
on the main stem downtown, perthaps a couple of
blacks west of Four Corners. “We were strictly on the
local economy,” Lieutenant Colonel Scantling recalled,

ind there wasn't much of it”

A.mc_,sshaﬂ for unmarried Marines—and for such
civilian workezs who wanted to buy meals there—
occupied one of the old Army buildings—a long nar-
row building with long nartow tables, Seanding
recalled. Matings elsewhere had known more primi-
tive accommodations in peacetime, but even the sim-
ple frame structures at Pendleton seemed most
modern—and they were certainly much more
spacious— compared with this little base put up by
an ad boc civilian firm for the Army's small glider
school.



General Pepper came to inspect rather early on,
Lieutenant Colonel Scantling said later, adding that
this was pethaps about the time of the field exercise,
or maybe just afver the first of 1953. The command-
ing officer of the desert outpost said the general

“seemed appalled at conditions” He did not blame
Scantling; but he disliked secing Marines in what by
now looked like 2 makeshift camp, after some seven
yeats of neglect. An old China.and Haiti hand who
had been in command of 2 defense batralion at Pearl
Harbor on that infamotis 7 December, General Pep-
per scemed 1o feel it was 2 shame that Scantling’s Ma-
tines had to leave Pendleton for this—so many weeks
and months befote new barracks and facilities would
be ready for them in the desent.

But&ammemMammmetymncPﬂims

enjoyed a warmith of friendliness from citizens of the
tows; 2. closeness which often was lacking from big-

ger places—or even in Oceansids, then 2 rather small
rown itself. They made for the only “industry” in the
desest, and they were tepresentatives of the “outside”

to still-remote Twentynine. Into the batgain, this tiot-

too-long-ago pioneer town founded with a strong
leavening of veterans of World War I just plain en-
joyed seeing the military comé to town again, Citizens
had liked the glider school because it allowed them
a means to participate in Wortld War iI; and anyway,
sa soon after the end of that war, the militarty still was
popular in the land. And California dwellers, espe-
cmliy, knew about the Marine Cotps’ shate of that war
in the Pacific. It was 2 happy matriage of Marines and
town, one which has endured to the present day—.
made only a bit more distant because both sides have
growa inte mere sophisticated members of 2 more
modern and busv world.

There was 2 bit of 3 problem, though, which Licu-
tenant Colonel Scanting recalled, having o do with
water. He wis quick to 2dd that the problem did not
secmmcomcﬁmnmembcmaﬁheTmntynchﬂms
commuinity; but from outlandérs who bad develop-
ment plans for the high desert and feased that the Ma-
rine Corps might soak up too much water. Whetever
this faction came from, it tried to churn up a water
panic. Big city newspapers down below took up the

LrCol Frederick | Scantling, commanding officer of the tratning center; bamals paper:
fo MSgr Charles H. Carpewter, ap they prepare for the permanent occupation of the bare.
Manine Corps Hisnorical Codlemion
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The makeshift beadguarters of the Maring detachment ar Tiventynine Palms was the oper-
ations building of the former World War Il-éra Ariny. Air Forces and Navy airfreld.

canse, which usually expressed jtself in the fear that
the desert communities which had long been sr.:ug—
gling for sufficient water for themselves. Finally, the
ptoblem went away after water explorations present-
ed cvidence that the Mofongo Basin rested on quite
4 lor.of water; and thar the Marine Corps wells, main-
tained by the milirary, would notseriously draw dowa
the mble

When the Marines first drrived in 1952, there was
2 water tank on a hill noitheast of the main gate,
Scantling said he did net remember where the: weil
was, The Army; however, had put down wells back in
1941*c;|hngmamll-kmnﬁxm in Chino, the Mo-

glé Brothers. Richard Mogle said later that his firm

had been contacted by the Army.in that year priof to

thcghderbascgmngm,md&cyhmiﬁwmdad:quam

supplies of water.. The finm came back. later, in
responsewrcques:sfmm' ommander Mapesand his
Oaast.anddnﬂcdmotew:ﬂ;sﬂxdmexpmmngm-
rine facility.

The underground fault line which caused Surprise
Springs to bubble up into an oasis, and cavised the
old Oasis of Maira tv form a fresh pond ‘which niur-
tufed thase twenty-nine palnis; formed an aquifer with

‘sections, great gray slabs on tie grow
‘thein up with’ pocumatic suction “cups” at the ends
of atticulated arms, and tilt 2 building up, roof slabs

onéﬁ‘iwiontthest

ahlddenbasmmndewnsemémﬁect It offered
up.ﬁ:rthctappmg a promised abundance of w:
fonsmanyManncsaswouldhhclybcbmughtout
here, said the Mogle Brothers, for the next 200 years,
at least.

Marines put diesel-poweted pumps-at these néw
wells, and pushcd the water through long 12- to0
14-inch pipes into mainside tanks. The contractors be-

gan to stub up water pipes for all the concrete slabs
‘where there would be barracks, messhalls, heating

plants, supply and headquasters buildings, chapels;
anid elubs. And unlike the Biblical bitter waters of
Marih, hicre one could drink of the waters of Mara—

4nd siitprise—for they were not biteer.

Never, in the Twentynine Palms desett; had there
been. such :a beachhead. The construction company
‘had a revolutionary way to pout concrete buildings in

and; and theo stutp

and all, like 2 great monster laying up concrete blocks.

Amwof‘gdafwm
& dynamiste dresmbost

AM@{MM

The Lady from: Tuentyning Palms!



CHAPTER 5
The Early Years

If Fred Scantling and his few Marines roughed it
in those catly days at Twentynine Palms, in the view
of General Pepper, it was all a worthwhile down pay-
mient on space and training assets which amounted
to the Matine Cotps striking it rich in a way only
dreamed of by all the gold seckers who ever challenged
the desert. Originally conceived as a “low-cost” range
for indirect fire weapons outgrowing the capabilities
of bases the Marine Corps previously thought of as
almost boundless, Twentynisic Palms from the early
years, and on into the final decades of the 20th Cen-
tury, continued to deliver up unexpected values.

Construction by pre-cast, tilt-up concrete slabs
proved quick, efficient, and spectacularly economical.
The method was used elsewhere later by the Faits-
Mottison-Knudsen-Macco construction company, and
others, but in 1952, 1953, and 19534, the project at
in the November 1953 Arvhistectsnal Record, a nagional
trade publication serving the building ficld. In jits first
increment, the Marine Corps projeet at Twentynine
Palms provided permanent living space for approxi-
mately 4,000 men, at 2 cost-per-man of $600; a sav-
ings of about $900 per man, according to constnction
computations of the day. A West Coast consulting en-
gineer, William B. Bradford, who had been involved
in the Twentynine Palms planning, said in a 24 March
1953 lester to President Eisenhower that this new and
economical building method allowed the Marine
Corps to establish permanent housing for the usual
price of temporary, quonset-hut-type ¢onstruction
which had been much in vogue in the latter days of
Waorld War Il and immediately chereafrer.

Thar first flurry of building, which had been wn-
detway when Lieutenant Colonel Scamiling and his
small detachment came up the hill from Pendleron
in December of 1952, by the end of 1953 provided
six bavalion-sized arcas and other headguarters and
utility buildings, messhalls, chapels, and so forth. By
then it was about halfway w—or perhaps a litde
less—its initial tarpet in accommodations.

Some $14.5 million had been spent by 1 January
1954 — most of it for the construction project. Base ac-

quisition amounted to less than $90,000; architectural
and engineering costs came in at about $343,000. Suill
on the books from funds authorized by Congress for
additional facilivics were about $2.5 million for am-
munmunstomgcamas.nﬂcandpmolmnges wo
training tanks, some protected observation posts eut
in the indirect fire ranges, andotherchuzredfnmh
ties* All amounted to 2 inuch larger budget didn any
hﬂmcstcaduewrhadmthcdmn, but still 2 “bar-
gain basement” undertaking as militacy bases went,
cven in those years,

Although still owned by Camp Pendleton, Fwen-
tynine Palms easly on began to scem ideally suited as
an all-purpose base for Force Troops units from
throughout the Marine Cotps. In the fall of 1953,
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, needed to frce up
some barracks and training spaces for a four-week in-
dividual infantry training program initiated there for
young Marines just winding up boat camp, and to
keep replacements flowing vo the Korean sector. So
off went some Force Troops units from Lejeune, onte
ships at Morehead City and through the Panama Canal
for landing at San Diego, followed by a convoy grind
up to the high desert.

One who made the trip with the 2d Anti-Aircraft
Atllery (Automatic Weapons) Battalion was Gunnery
Sergeant Charlie E. Miller, who spent much of the re-
that calling them swimming pools would have looked 2 bis fivolous
in budget roquests: Call them training tanks, aod that sounded
just tough cnough o ger by Congress. A base commander of tha
pesiod, Colotidl Jobie: S. Oldficld; recalled, “Thie day the firs: ivaining
tank opened, we cstimated that 2,500 men entered the pool. A
vety welgome addiviea 1 the base”

**Thi b ke Chaific Milier who snce the mid-196i had a feed
i tack sore on Adobe Boad o sosasd the baie, Laier. on pan
of his 100-plas seres, he imigmed and raved abfalfs hay, 1o bale and
sedl down beeliow a1 bocal hame immers. High oost of electricy
(for his irrigation pumps) and low cost of hay stopped this activity,
and those plepsandy green fiskds again became dusty desert. Brom
sitic o time Pioneér Day carnivals arid todeos wese staged ‘on chese
fields. Gunay Miller frequentdy managed the base stables when he
was on active duity, and for years he was the manager and NCO in
m&ﬂxmmmmmwsmm

- Southers Califorais; from the mid-1950s. into the
i 19605, The seare, i the 1970s aid 19805, began to handle build-
ing material, also.




the first. woops into those new; toncrete barracks.?
Gunny Miller said. He recalled that ao¢ all streets were
paved, and that no patade grounds (“gtinders™) were
paved. His unit artived, after thar tip through the
Panama Canal, in Ocwober of 1953, Mess halls were
in operation, but there was no sickbay worthy of the
name. Sick ¢all wesit in individual units, and if some-
body had a serious problém, he got serit down to Pen-
dleton, Balboa Naval Hospital in San Diego, ot to a
naval hospital then open in Ontario, California.

as a temporary sickbay, with a few beds at one end,
and 2 staff NCO club at the other. Movies also were
shown in vatious batracks, Gunny Miller said. The big
theatet on the base still was riot finished, and the gon-
ay recalled that the contractors had some troubles
there:

What the trouble was, Fred Scandmg said later,
amounted to the contractors. appearing to pull a fast
one on the Navy's cantract supetvisor, Licutenant
Mapes, and geuing caughe at it. Because of its size,
the theater iad to have a number of tall piflars {or
“bents” as the contrsctors call them) o support the
transverse frame of the tall building with its high ceil-
ing; and on these the roof would be placed, and the
side slabs would be bung: Specifications called for the
tall bents to be poured in stages; within the forms

il

Fiom The EM-Kaymaw: Mapuome of “M-K” December 1981
An early morming aenal wew of the concrete casting yard shows rowa of neatly stacked
rFof l.!!..l#e'.l".'- i e Fmgrr.lu.r.‘.l" g fhe gr.:'.'.l"r.d' ared II'.;:.l' the T50-gcre frgsr tm the dritance.

which surrounded the inner skeleton of reinforcing
steel. Otherwise, oo much of the heavy aggregate set-
tled toward thie bottom of the pour, resulting in honey-
combmgztthebottomandwcaknmntthemp. But
i this case, the contractor poured a bent ail at once,
and Mapes made the company remiove the bad
work—maostly by haed chipping—and do it-again, cor-
rectly.

Anothes problem which Scantling recalls from the
catly days had to do with the new power line which
had to be brought up from an electrical substation
near what is now the Whitewater area. This was needed
because the available electrical power then in Twenty-
nine Palms was riot sufficient for the growing base.
The fisst power line contractor, Scantling said, “died
on his shovel” before he got to the stant of the Morongo
grade. He had not adequarely respected the hard-rock
tiature of the desert below what appeared to be ezsy-
to-dig “sand.” Anather contractor was found 1o finish
the joh.

In these early years, Lieutenant Colone! Scantling
also had duties which perhaps helped him to later be-
come apmﬁ:ssm of geography. The Marine Corps did
not quite know where the boundaries of the new basc
were located. Scantling and some of his Marines, by
jeep (and map-making as they explosed) locared
boundaries; and in the process scouted and mapped



routes by which units could get 10 and from the select-
ed training areas. And along the way, Scantling said,
he mapped old gold mines and other hazards to
teaffic—including some old ordnance from Navy
bombing days.

Later, and into the period when he became execu-
tive officer to the new commanding officer, Colonel
Francis R. (Monte) Brink, who arrived in mid-1953,
Scaneling put his knowledge of the misies to good use
fot the naval establishment and the federal goven-
ment. To get clear title to the vast reaches of the base,
for the federal governmeat and the Marine Corps, US.
attorneys had to go into federal court and foreclose
on old mining cliims, many of them “officially lost”
in dusty tecords. “But claimants came out of the wood-
work.” Scantling explained later. “T often had t6 scout
out the mine areas, to be able to say there was no evi-
dence of recent work there. With me as the expert wit-
ness, US, attorneys were able 1o dispose of most old
claims”

Most of those ar the base in earlier years recall more
good times than bad. It seemed that Sergeant Buck-
land and his tarantula had done 2 good job warming
up the community for the milirary. The isolation
st:cngthmcduwmthcmﬂ:mycommumty, as it had
done just after World War I for the civilian commu-
nity. This camaraderie spread from one group to the
other, and linked town and military into a strong new
fellowship. Schools and many other activities, official
and unofficial, had to be planned and worked out
together.

On 10 April 1953, Nonie Scantling, that World War
il bride from Melbourne, Australia, checked in at the
ince hospital in Twentynine Palms and delivered the
Scantlings’ third child, son Frederick H. Scantling, Jr.
Young Fred was the first Marine child botn in that
community hospital, which as had been noted, served
dependents from the base 25 well as Marines in emer-
gencies,

As Gunoy Miller noted, and as Lieutenant Colonel
Scantling explained in some defail, Navy hospital
cotpsmen came up with. those first Marines who ar-
rived at the base, but there still were no doctors. Drs.
Ince and Smith, out in town, were the nearest at hand.

Mothers of young children frequently found it
tough to live all dzy ou that pioneer camaradetie;
Scantling conceded. Laundry facilivies were scirce, au-
tomatic machines were almost unknown, and, anyway,
low water pressure often made it difficult o use such
facilities as were at hand. And if you ran out of things,
you often had to do without until you or a neighbor
made a run “down below.”

32

For the young troopers, Scantling said, much of the
special services-type functions and physical education
training, plus indoot sports contests, centered around
Smith’s Ranch, where an outdoor theater survived into
the mid-1980s. There, in the éarly years, were movies,
dances, and “soda fountain” social life. But then on
weekends, the young Marines “wook off like shots,”
Scantling said. Usually for “L.A”

Scanding and young supply officer Bud Sclimid
{who in those days also had to pass for what later came
to be called the fiscal officer) thnught they should
make “swooping” (a later term) casier for-the young
Marines, and so they set up 2 “bus” schedule with such
motor transport trucks as they had? The return trp
vehicle from Los Angeles left at a specified time and
place on Sundiy evenings,

The Marinces by and large ignored the service. Too
much regimentation for them, Scantling said laves, af-
ter dury all week. They would much tathet thumb o
Liberty, or drive old clunkers that sometimes got them
there, and somictimes did not. So the truck trips were
knocked off. A Marinic headed for liberty has always
been a most enterprising individual.

While Scantling stayed on for a time a5 second-in-
command to Colone! Monte Brink, he was soon off
to the Senior Course at Marine Cotps Schools, Quan-
tico. After that he did a tous with the 3d Matine Di-
vision in the Far East (Japan and Okinawa), and then
teturned w0 Twentynine Palms for a. three-year. tour
starting in August 1953.

By the end of 2he# tout, most of mainside was pret-
ty much as it looked by the carly 1980s, and the Ma-
tine Palms housing area was finished near thie main
gare: Bug before that, much more sand came over the
transom.

‘The anly family quartets available on 1 January 1954
included 34 defense ren_tal houses (off the base) plus
316 trailers and other “telocatables” near the main
gare. Some of the 34 rentals off base, since torm down,
included a cluster near the present post office in Twen-
tynine Palms, These dated to World War 11 days, and
usually were called “Navy housing” Others of the off-
base houses were those buile by contract after Matines
began to arrive at the base. Headguarters Marine Corps
knew, of course, that there was not much family hous-

*Brigadicr General Oldficld recalled in the mid-1980s that “the
main mode of pablic tramsportition from Teentynine Palms 1o $an
Bemmardino atid other conmections consisted of an old civilian bus
which was referred to by all a5 the Twentynine Palms Stage: Most
of the time.this bus was ot of setvice, of if it did move, it was 3t
an agonizingly slow pate” (Airthor's note: This was the “Johnny
Hastie bus™ which linked the desert community with the sutside
world in those carly years.)
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Crames equipped with vacusne mati prepare to lift precait concrete to the roof of
one of the six 1,000-man messhalls under comstisction ar the new training center.

ing left from Army Air Corps and Navy days, and also
that the small community of Twentynine Palms had
vety little rental housing 1o offer.

Major Genesal W. P T, Hill, that famous-for-so-
many-years Quartermaster Gcmxal ﬂf the Marine
Coips, one day in 1933 called Twe: 's young sup-
ply officer, Captain Bud Schritid. “If 1 send you money

authotizatlon " Schimid Iatcr rccaﬂed the word fmm_

die: town uf Twcntynme Palms? “Thea." smd :hc

general from Washington, “yot‘can sent or sell them:

to married Marines.as family qirarvers” Thiese becamie
the houscs of the Sungold developmeir, along El
Pasco street which runs from the back of the county
Library westward to the:area of the present Twentynine:
Palms high school. Later; thiere were othets built.

Bud Schmid was willing to do-almost anything to
start erting rid of thiose trailers and “relocarables” (im-
mobile mobile homes) near the main gare —uriits
which together amounted to some 316 family quart-
ers where the Marine wives, many of them with young
pressure, plusconsend with gas pilot lights which often
would blow eut duting desere winds. Then Bud
Schriid and his seaff Marines would have 1o po crawl-
ing around aimid scotpions #nd black widow spidess
under those mobile homes o get gas space heaters and
water heaters going again.

“Most of this eatly living was keeping house for in-
direct fire-units which came to the descet for brief fir-
ing exercises, and helping the contractors warch over
their muterial and their building projeces. The kind

fun, then and later, with 1

of tough, hot, and sometimes wind-and-rain abrasive
work-which the early glider pilots remembered, but
without the airborne fun of soaring along those hills
in the up-slope currents: There was much neighborly
speople who could make-
apartyoutofwatehmgthcﬂash floods go by, or hav-
ing a picnic in the national monument or at Surprise

Springs. Fred Scantling got to make the first dial tel-

ephone cill from Twentynine Palms, in 1953. Dr. Bill
Ince had 2 smill eannon which he would fite on “state
occasions.”™ Life wasn't all that bad.

Except for the Marine with a surprise ser of orders,
and over the years, orders to Twentynine Palms always
seemed to come as a susprise, first impressions always
sacmedpmtty much the sime: 4 hot, dusty, desolate

military camp,in a sparsely-settled and longly sutpost
of a town. The officer who was later (in July 1953) to
replace Fred Scantling as commander of the place, first
thought of it as all of the above. This was Colonel
Brink, who first rode up to Twentynine Palms in early
1953 with the Pendleton deputy commander,
Brigadier General James A, Swanr. And what was
more; as 3 1925 graduatc.of the U.S. Navil Acaderny,
Monte Brink believed the amphibious Masine: Corps
had made 4 gigantic goof pouring funds into a-sand
pile 36 far from its assigoed element. Brink wrote later
ufhxsﬁxstmpuptothcdmn

Twasn's g d by what Usiw, The new camp was simi-
h:wwmlhangmmxmdmdm&mpkﬁkmum

' ﬂhmktﬂcm-mam&nmudnmampmgmwkmas
“8l Supremso” Beigadies Genersl Oldficld recalled. Anyone safuted
byt considercd 5t 2. 5eal honat.




Bur iv was paisnanly the desen tha did not appesl 10 me.
The camp wai beimg bush o0 & nasmow sonp of and berseen
a range of pocky hills snd dry lske bed. The whole lund-
scape was bleak and desolare. These hills to the East, without
a sprig of vepetation, would mdiate hear on summer efter.
noons like a siag pile. The dry lake bed to the West was spos-
red with alkali. The low cement barracks were being built
ol & Eileed tqﬂm.rdu-phin which gave them the sppesi-
ance of heing sonung cen on @ long hillside | was sare | couid
buwe pacled @ bemer spot, evem in the deser !

On the way back down o Pendleton, Brink wrote
later, the general asked him what he thought of the
place.

I wusni's sugre if bee measn the camp or the town, Bar my
opinican of boch was the mme. “Moe much,” | answeied.
“They should give the plice back m the Indisna”

e mmibed. oo had . L was hopang you would show more
enthusizsm. We're seoading vouw put hese chis emmer @5 soon
i the camp i fimished “*

Back at Camp Pendleron, Colone! Brink soen heand
of General Pepper's earlier inspection of the ouwtpost
ar Twentynine Palms — the one which had so desturbed
Licutenant Colonel Scantling. Brink placed that in-
spection s early in July 1933. Scantling’s recollection
was that it had been earlier than this At any rate,
General Pepper believed the Manines in the desen had
tome upon a meatment more shabby than they
deserved. General Pepper asked Monte Brink “When
are you leaving for Twentynine Palms?™ Upshot of this
was that Brink lefi sooner than he expected, his in-
ventory and balance sheet from his pose exchange
dutees at Pendleton rushed 1o completion and several
of the papers sene up o Twenrynine Palms later for
his signatwre,

At the oew base, he wrote later, he began o uo-
derstal meof?tppttsmmmﬁeuhﬁmm
eactor had eaken over quite 2 loc of the old, fvesget
facilivies from glider school and laver days. First order
of business for improved facilities and morale of Ma-
nmmmmgmncmmlofsheoldg:lkyufthe
glider base (Gwyn Keys' Canteen), which the conerac-

Armed wih Generad Pepper's tnsmasoans, | sens Cap-
tains Smith [Bud Schmid] so open negoimnona with the Con-
rtacoar’s Superincendent. The fact that the contracon was

st Bk lises came atound 1o helieviag dhe Magine Corpa
had made o pood deal on ihe bleak and desolare lond. Mor only
thiwr. T afeer be served w8 commuandiag officer of the comer fram
1953 o0 1934, he smied (o 0 bregadeer gencral) so the plice. He
deed im Tecmiyiene Palms on 16 Oonber 1973, The wrizer of thas
hibiriy, then bass chicd of siaff, served = one of ibe pallbcaen @
Brmk's funcrsl when he was buried in the Twenpmine Palms

CEmEEn
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o months behingd in b schedule sl waes in our frer
fHir was sgreeable providing we would feod bis mem ar the
pegulal rasion price. | agresd co thisand gerring on the sel-
ephooe got 2 quick promise from Peadleton for addiional
cooks and 2 new mess sergeant. This arrangement was in
effect until in October when the contractor’s pessoancl were
al} off of the station and worked betrer than I had expeat-
il moe

With the “old” galley of glidet days turned into the
“new” galley for Marines and sich civilian workers as
were authorized to est thete, Coloniel Brink tumed
Scantling’s makeshift galley into & makeshift post ex-
change. That sort of facility had been & major con-
cern of General Pepper also, and Monte Brink wrowe
Imtl‘mhuwh;mmghtumhq:mdm
general to come up again soon for another inspection.
That did not happen, though, as General Pepper went
off to a new assignment before he could visit Twenty-
nine Palms agzin.

Colonel Brink also continued to press for miore
quarters for dependents. The Sungold Trict, wiper-
vised by Scantling and Schmid after that reléphone
call from Genedal Hill, brought in its 50 homes in late
fall of 1953. These, backed by Vetcrans Administra-
tion finanting, sold only to military personnel in eanks
from stuff NCO through lieutenant colonel, for
amtmd $10,000—a fair and comnion price range in

thisse days for frame and stvicco houbes. Most had two
to three bedrooms, usually one bath only, a single:
car garage and “city-sized” lots.

A similar tract, near the Sungold, made. available
anotlmiﬂhmwo&blsqpcbyﬂmmdofm& This
was the Hamilton Tracs. These 100 homes, along with
the trailers and relocatables near the main gate, provid-
¢ed the bulk of available family housing until the Ma-
rine Palms units were complered a bit later.

Calonel Brink also listed the meager assets of “Sun-
burnt Housing™ units—some 20 aparments dating
back 1o the Navy days at Condor Field in later days
of World War [1. These were on concrete slabs which
still could be seen in the mid-1980s east of the present
Teensymine Palms post office.

First troops to move into new barracks ar Twenty-
nine Palms, those new tilt-up concrete buildings, were
the Marines of Lieutenant Colonel Eugene V. Boro's
1st Anti-Aircraft Anillery {Auromaric Weapons) Bat-
talion, as General Brink recalled. This was an 29 Sep-

**Heiguelie Geemeral Biank wroor ikl Maiwctipt mene 1ime af-
ort hm oesisemnent, henee his reference thimughout o “Smich” as
b mapply offices in thene cardy daye. He hael died befiwe Buad Schond
caime bagk 1o town a0 commanding groeral of the bave, io bay of
T4,



rember 19532 In Ocrober of that year, the s 155mm
Gun Bamalion (Licutenamt Colonel Raymond [
Wright) arrived in the desert, bur firm moved into 3
tent camp out toward Surprise Springs and Camp “Wil-
son, It moved into some of the now buildings on 4
MNovember,

As Force Troops units began 1o arrive and sertle in
a1 the new complex in the deserr, a Force Arillery
Headquarters ser up shop an 27 Ocwober 1933, with
Liewtenant Colonel George H. Ford in command. He
was sicceeded on 18 November by Caolonel Clarence
A. Barminger. Barminger remaned unitil early the fol-
lowing year when on 8 January 1954, Colonel Tho-
mas 5. lvey assumed that command. This was a Force
Troops crganization which funcoened under the um-
brelta command of Brigadier General Joseph W, Earmn-
shaw of Force Troops, Pacific. General Joe Eamshaw's
flag flew ar Camp Pendleton in those days.

Other units which came up the hill w the desen
following those mentioned above included the it
7imm Ang-Aircraft Arillery Tramming Basvery, the 24
159mm Gun Bartalion, the 2d 90mm Ant-Aircraft
Armillery Bartalion, the 2d Ant-Adrcraft Amillery (Au-
tomatic Weapons) Bartalion, the 15 135mm Homit-
zer Bartalion, and a detachment of the Ist Combat

*This dioes not square exsddy with che recoliertions of Gunnery
Serpean Charlie Miller. Taar officisl soares do oredir Calonel Boro's
Mlarimed g the firn 1o mirve nea e new baildings. BNo doubi (be
pacr of sdpsting 1w the new camp beceme brok o this dme;
memaries fide 3 bir over the yeane The paine i cha Trenaynine
Palmu wai coming 1o lide a3 2 new major Bacility in the Sesen

Marine Corps Historicsl lu
Modern-derign barracks conrtracted of precast comcrete panell meorporated wide can-
ilever overbangi wiich offered madmnm profection agarnst the desert sum and beat.

Serviee Group. This lineup of units, with Tom Ivey
in command of Force Troops elements and Monte
Brink in command of the base, continued uneil late
1954 when Caolonel Brnk's tour ended **

While this early Foree Troops buildup wok place,
Colonel Brnk lster wiote that his command had
grown (o shout 200 enlissed Marines (by early 1954),
and from eight 1o about & dozen officers. That enles-
ed strength, Brink noted, amounted to “less than half
of the authorized serength” Not an uncommon ket-
the of fish in the Marine Corps at any time before or
since, and especially then while the Korean War emer-
gency continued. At least now there were growing
numbers of Force Troops Marines, who could “aug-
ment” for the base — if the normal sdministrative ar-
rangements could be hammered out

In Apnl of 1554 the owo chapels were dedicated,
with General Eamnshaw up from Pendleton, along with
Major General and M. John T Selden. Colonel
Brink, Colonel Ivey, and both general officers said a

few words, a8 did the senior chaplain from the 1ich

e Toop sl “hae” commanders then. and dhreagh the
wcoessn o Brnk, Colenel Jlohe 5 Oldfield, acslly and begally
were detached commanih. Commamling offioen had legsl jusis-
diction for Yoffice boun™ and lowo el cost-manial. Geacead
cousrm-marl jurssdiion reimatned with the pospecties commandieg
penerals ar Pendleone A bin lapee, sowe shall wre, @ eomardisg
genenl of Fare Troops, Pacific. mosed from Pendleran up oo Twen-
vynime Palms, and thus wok his oem genersl coun punstdicron with
himn. Base srarus fior Teennmine Palms, which cme maly @ 1957,
made iz in ol respeos s “lase” with sumglee logal aesl Gual jus-
dactiom and respeanaibiditg
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Naval District, Navy Captain Donald F Kelly, from The chapels were buildings of great beauty and simplici-
San Diego. By this time the Twentynine Palms parade ty. Hereafter, whenever 1 escorted VIPs around the Base,

ground had taken on its mid-1980s configuration (be- which was often, 1 took them through one of the chapels
fore Sturgis Road crossed it) first, then to the theater and finally to one of the messhalls.

By that time they were convinced that remarkable things

At the top of the slope stood the newly-cast head- could be done with concrete
quarters building, looking westward to the snow caps
of San Gorgonio and San Jacinto. The chapels faced Colonel Brink, who started a tradition during his

each other across the parade. Below them stood the  tour in Twentynine Palms by being grand marshal of
clubs for enlisted Marines—from the lower ranks to ~ Pioneer Days parades on horseback (although later
sergeant on one side, to the staff NCO club on the =~ commanders have mostly ridden in open autos), was
other. At Brown Road, beyond the clubs, was the base ~ winding down his desert duty. Although he continued
“civic center” of post office, post exchange, bank, and  to live in old quarters in the Condor Field buildings
theater. It was a base of which to be proud, even—or  near the main gate, most other activities and units had
perhaps because of —its frontier-like setting on that ~ moved into new concrete buildings. In the fall of 1954,
previously desolate hillside which Colonel Brink had ~ some four grades of elementary school held classes in

so disliked. those old buildings, since a growing population of Ma-
@ >
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tine juniors had put the meager town school build-
ing facilities into over-capacity, Even then, the help
was not sufficient; and double sessions had 1o be held
in those make-shift school rooms*

By late 1954 2 number of things cast shadows towird
Twentynine Palms. Monte Brink neared retitement.
Colonel Jehn S. Oldfield, Basic School Class of '35
classmare of Tom Ivey, wound up his wour as command-
mga&iccrofthe 1ith Matines in Korea, and needed
a pew assignment. Commands at Pendleton owned
the most artillery units at the first.majot stop east of
Kotea; but for-west coast artillery, all roads now led
o Twentynine Palms. Pendleton “seconded” Barney
Oldfield toward Fwentynine Palms, after some leave,
to attive late in 1954** And meanwhile; with so many
west coast FMF Units now up at Twentyaine Palms,
Brigadier Joe: Eamshaw's command at Pendleton he-
gan to seem lonely. He decided, however, not to-move
to the desery, but the officer slated 16 replace him in
the suminer of 1955, Brigadier General Thomas G.
McFarland (then assistant commander of the 3d Ma-
rine Division: in Japan) thought he might move his
command post to Twentynine Palnss.

Also, at about the time Colonel Brink prepared o

léave, the officer whio had replaced Scantling: as ex-
ecutive officer, Licutenant Colonel Marshal R. “Ray™

Pllchct beaded for transfer and retirement. ’I'hxs
provided an opening for Fred Scantling, soon fo retun
from duty with the 3d Marine Division in the Far Eass
(ins mid-1955), 1o become executive officer for Barney
Oldfield. It provided a team which made for a very
effective command and management thfough the
transition pcﬁod-fmm.!at: 1934 to full base status for

The Bnnk Oldﬁr_ld change of command took place
on 29 December 1954. Colonél Brink weat back down
to Pendleton where he prepated for retirement, and
Colonel Oldfield and his wife moved inte 3 house
which Tom Ivey had atranged to be available for them

M. Schookmaseer in Tweatynine Palmsaben, and for many yeats
both fre and aft of the risi¢; wis Ted Hayes; & delighfal dnd scho-
larty old rasral of phain talk, good company, and grear sroties. He
recalled in thic mid-1980s that, back in the post Workd War-11 days
before: the Marines took over in 1952, San Bermardino thoughe about.
raking over the old base as 3 pirt of the school facilities for Toenty-
nine Falms. Tarned it down, though; Ted recalled. The buikdings
wete 1ot stressod 1o withstand caithquakes. Those oric-story frime
buildings were about as prone to carthquabe darmage as an orange
cete. Bue that decision saved the plice for thic Marine Corps, Ted
said,

*'ﬂuswasmmwh:nanyonenamc&(}idﬁddgmnxknmed
“Burney” fter a famous ddiver on early auto race toacks, “John Sher-
?pﬂldﬂdd lost out: o “Barney™ dusiog the Basic Schioal Clasy
of 193%.

out it town. Although much of the base construction
now was winding down, at least in its fitst major incre-
ment, there was ot yet much improvernent in on-base
housing. Construction of what lates was to become the
Marine Palms housing area had just scratched the
desert, and so the trailers and relocatables remained.
In the mid-1980s, Oldfield recalled that there were
then, when he came on board, about 7,000 ealisted
Marines at Twentynine, the bulk of them being Force
Troops personnel.. As hias been noted, mote housing
was available in the town; and into the bargain some
slow growth in the town reflected the boost to local
economy which came from the base and its growing
population.

Noting this ecoriomic linkage; the Joshua Tiee
Monument National Bank, a small, privately held
bank “chain” with its main. hlgh desert facility in Tven-
tynine Palms, opened 4 sétvice branch on the base,
on 20 Janiry 1955, edrly in the teaure of Bamey Old-
field. Bank awner and pmmdcntjmcph P. Wasserburg-
et camc to the base for cetemonies, Camp Pendleton
base commander General Selden came up; Colonels
Oldfield and Ivey were there. With General Selden,
portending things to come for Tmntymne Palms, was
Colonel Randall M. Victory, then assistant base com-
mander at Pendleton. Later, asabngadlctgmcml, Vic-
tory became the second commanding general of the
new base at Twentyninc Palms, following command-
ing peneral number one, Tom McFarland.

On this day, welcoming the bank facility to'the base,
fibbons were cut and brief words of dedication and
welcome were spoken. Scmct,sccunty progress, com-
muhity cooperation, convenicnce, all were lauded or
promised. No.more did citizens, town or base, think
theinselves 4 frontier or a desert version of the wild
west. But in a bit lcss than six months came the infa-
mous Twentyninc Palms bank caper. Neither a Jesse
James nor a Bonnie and Clydc affair, ‘the event
nonetheless caused an exasperating inconvenience for
a niumbet of days, a subject for gossip and specula-
tion for months, and a water shed cpisode which
forever after sepatated early-day-Marines (and towns-
people) from those who came later whea civilization,
no doubt about ir, really arrived.

On Monday moming, 24 July 1955, base and town
re-opencd after 2 seemingly uneventful weekend, but
then almost at once the two-year-old dial telephones
in both communities began to ring off the bulkheads,
said Marines and townspeople who remembet the day.
In town and.on the base, fagilities of the Joshua Tee
Monyment National Bank—the only bank in. the
communities—had been locked up tighter than new
boots by Federal bank examiness. Shortages figured



te go over 2 half million dollars, ramor had it. (Later
official word put the deficit at $678,000.) And the FBI
was lookirig for the Twentynine Palms manager of the
bank, Roscoc D. Coons. They soon foind him, a
47-year-old $6,000-a-year man, at Del Mar, that race
track down toward San Diego once advestised by an
eatly owner, Bing Crosby, as the track-where tadf meets
surf. In Twentynine Palms, Roscoe and Beety Coons
lived on_a madest scale. At Del Mar, the FBI found
them at their B & R Stables. Roscoe Coons not enly
played the ponies, he owned a five-head clutch of
them.,

Marines sndwwnspcapdchad'afcwmxmanﬁw
convenient days, with no way to-weite'checks or with-.
disw mioney, Maty stores extended credit to Marine
families and townspeople alike. The Federal Depasit
Insuzance Cotporation (FDIC) soon get Up témporiry
shop to give deposivars limited access to Timited funds
for health and comfort isems. Not long after that, the
Citizcns Nations] Trust and Savings Bank of Riverside
(tarer assimilared by the present Security Pasific Bank)
was authotizeéd by the Federal authorities to open
emergency facilities on the base and in the town. Fi-
nally, on Wednesday; 3 August 1953, Citizens Trust
re-opened that once proud Joshua Mepument Nation:
il Bank branch on the base, and things got back to
normal.*

Roscoe Coons was indicted by 2 Federal grand jury
on 21 September on 25 counts of embezzlement. He
eventually pleaded guilty to eight connts; and in April
of 1956 was found guiliy, fined $20,000, and senenced
10 20 years in ptison, If his race horses scldom finished
well, nieither did he. Broken in spirit and healih, Ros-
coe Coons died not long after he went off to prison;

Meanwhile, in the week before the bank closed,
Force Troops command post-from Pendleton to-the
desert. Oa 1 July; e had replaced Joe Eamshaw at
thie command; and as has been noted, had detennined
um_t;mciixthccommaudtofqﬂow_thc hulk of its

units—most of them of the antillery family—out
Tmntynme Palms. Colonel Oldficld: zexmmcd €om-
manding officerof the“base]” siill tochnically the Ma-

*00f the bank cosing, Bregulser Genersl Ofdfield wyr 1 had
writien a check o ehe TS {Inecenal Revenos Service]) in June 1955
o pay oy quariedy [incoms ] paymens. Do when ibe bank wai
lomrad, vy chheck bounce], sl (ke 125 theessered e with all things
lad 1 then haed i semd o caahser's chieck since the IR nosr wooddn's
soorpt mp chwck, sven on enceher hank. A major penblemn abo was
the fact that Marines were delayed five day in reoesvimyg cheir pay
altce we bl 1o make op new payeolls. Ochereme, . . . neardy eeerp-
R ] hhdlnmfmuuﬂmmmmnhn
im o . He hed befriended many prople™

3B

rine. Corps Training Center under Camp Pendleton.

Also in the life-goes-on deparament, on Thutsday
of that week of the bank-closing, Colonel Oldfield and
officials of the P. L. WilscyCampmyofImchach
cut the ribbon to miark the opening of the Marine
Palms housmg area. Thiese wete home-style versions
of the conctete tilt-up techniques, and Wilsey and
company hrought in 483 unirs for just 2 bit under $4
million dollars. Actually, the contract was for
$3.988,000 and included streers, sidewalks, sewers,
hghts along the sereets and, of coirse, in the homes,
giant swamp coolers on the toofs for desert iir condi-

tioning; the works for a complete mburb
Als:e:cdmggfncﬂlat'r' Srtynine

whms:iwbamgatanewnmamlammmm
called the place of the carly years “a sleepy litde ar-
tillety base” Many Matines of that period-would go
after him with aiming stakes. Far from sleepy, the ar-
tillery people “wore out the tubes” training on their
vast expanse.of desers in.the waning days of the Korean
mecmdwhmbudgetsandmnmglmdssuﬂm-
mained heaithy. Nor was there much: napping for
Colonel Oldficld’s base Matines, “housekecpess” for
an ever-expanding “housc Now there were clubs
manage, a post exchange system, swimming pools, the
MWWM base stables, 2 modest
inter-base arhleric program, rapges, ammunition
bunkers, base maintepance, new construction budg-
ets to justify and supervise, messhalls, medical and
denual facilities expanding, and coopetation with the
cmhancommnmwhmschoolsﬁndcpmdenm&m
Federal. “impact” funds.

In-the midscof all this, and early in 1956, came the
least sleepy day of all for Bamney Oldfield and Fred
Scanding—plus 2 namber of odiers at Twentynine aod
at El Toro. Alﬂloughdle “inced to know” list was kept
to an absolute minimum, and mmwmggested
a plaque ought to be put up, a de:
ehnghmfatthcﬂm&mxghthzwbmmc "nchay
They Re-raarned dhie Mountain I those early ardllery
days, many firing exercises began from bivoudc out
ms spnngs Ifa mnvoyeanm upﬁnm?m
mmafthctmc&"l‘wentynm?alms and
hmdedm:hcbaxmmmﬂymdalom
mountain then called Pinto Mounsain. There were
othier micuntains in the arca then sometimes called
the Pinto Mountaing (ploral). These actually were the
Bullion, the Skicep Hole, and the edges of the Pinto
Basis, thelamrmﬂymmmnmhcsofdxe
Joshua Tree National Monument. On the day in ques-




piom, all of this confusing desent rerracn conspired o
cause Manine aircraft from El Toro o duomp a siming
of bombs off the reservation, generally along the
highwiy - just east of the town of Twenrynine Palms.
To the credic of 2 smspicious flight leader, who has been
frequently blessed even if his name cannot be recalled,
the bombs went out locked in the sfe setang, There
were five of six of the "hummens”™ (o use 3 term from
# later penod ) and almiost before the dust serded Bar-
ney Oldfield {a cool-headed man who earned the Sil-
ver Seir Medal on Iwo Jima), w3z on the hom with
old friend Colonel Michael Sampas, the chief of staff
at El Tora,

As Oldfield recalled much larer, this was in that
frightful spring of 1956 just after six recruin drowned
in @ tragic rraining accident ar Ribbon Creek ar Parris
Island. The Marine Corps walked on eggs then, for
really the first ome thar anvone could remember—
poing clear back wo at beast prior o World War L Sod-
denly, in the afvermarh of Ribbon Creek, it had be-
comc & Manne Corps with a bad press, Bamey Oldfveld
and Mike Sampas, not wanting 1o contribute more 1o
this, held their breath, sent explosive ordnance dis-
posal (EOD) tearms our along the road, brought in all
the unexploded bombs, and then breathed a collec-
tive sigh of relief. And it was then, or very shomly

thereafrer, that the mountein became known as
Hidalge.

I::I|.-||-|-:rh.-n| ol Dieferae Phaone (LISMC) AMGGTAD
Col Spemcer 5. Berger, nght, Commanding l.‘::l_.l','l'}'::'r. Tid Marwes, dircateier fhe oferairon
of @ machime gun weth members of Corspany G, d Bariadion, who seted ar aggresrors
dwrng DeiFEx Il ome of peretad ﬁﬂrﬂl exercener el .nl"i;nr:_g the wormfer af 1954,

“I guess we pot away with i)’ Fred Scantling saad
many years larer. Bur present at the same gathering
was Cher Ellis, husband of Blanche Ellis who “cen-
tralled” thar long-ago relephone swichboard, and who
eollected prear sones about Joshua Trees and mamy
wther highlights and lowlights of desert history, Cher,
who in those carly vears had been president of the
Twentynine Palms Chamber of Commerce, smiled
knowingly, bue shook his head. “We knew about it,”
he said, "but we were rooung for vou all che way”
Which, over the years, sums up quire well the cooper-
ative spinit which has prevailed berween the town and
“its” base,

And this “day they renamed the mountain® s not
to be confused with another slightly less fightening
day, “the day of the drone” On thar occasion, Barney
Mdfield recalled, an airtborne wurger drone wemt
AWOL, did a "Horace Greeley”™ westbound toward
populated regions of San Bernardino county, and soom
zoomed out of sight. General Oldfield recalled that
ihe California Highway Pattol was called, and “then
we st and waited for bud pews.” Nope came, Remains
of the wayward drone were found weeks later in the
mountains, where it crashed harmlessly

If this was the wild wese, i brought enjoyment 1o
mi one, Clearly, Tasnomine Pilms no longer was an
artillery bivouac in the unchaned ocurback. More man-



power was needed for 2 number of things. Excellent
leadership had been: on hand from the outset, but
often commanders were forced 1o have to get by on
the cheap: Clearly there was greater potential in this
Time had come for complete command autonomy, to
cut apron strings from Camp- Pendleton.
By the end of 1956 the Marine Corps had weathered
pretty well the bewildering petiod of the Ribbon Creek
tragedy The bile slick-of unpopularity of the Korean
Wat began 1o fade from the clviliae front’s memoty.
Ini thic Middle East, President Nasser ‘of Egypt began

to court the Russians with a cotton-for-arms deal,
signed up the Soviers-to build his Aswan dam, and
then recognized Commaunist China—a move the US.
tried o thivare wherevet it could. Then, match dan-
gerously close to fuse, the British and French on 31
October 1956 followed Istaeli forces into the Suéz in
an atempt to:prevent Nasser from tuming back timc
to ancageof no-canal. A majority of US, voters decid-
od they.still liked Tke, andﬁxatmshwyﬁ:mhadbes:
be looked to. again. Time to build. The Trajning
Center at Twentynine Palms preparcd to become g new
Matrine Corps base.



CHAPTER 6
Base Status

1In construction days, Colonel Monge Brink, com-
manding officer of the base side of the house, and
Colonel Thomas Ivey; then commandmg such artillery
and other Force Troops units a5 were in the high desert
at Twentynine Palms, moved their respective command
and staff organizations into the new headquarters
building at the top of the parade ground in mid-
February 1954. As has been noted, Brink served un-
det base command of Camp Pendleton; Ivey com-
manded under the flag of Brigadier General Joseph
W. Earnshaw of Force Troops, Pacific, then in head-
guarters 2t Camp Pendleton. The headquarters build-
ing at Twentynine Palms had been planned for the
hanging of two hats, 2 Force Troops command at one
end and a base comimand at the other, with the stru<-
ture connected in the middle by a sally port. Offices
lined single corridors in each direction, a suite of com-
mand space ended. each corfidor at the far ends. At
the postern side of the central breezeway, an inner
couxtyatd sthcd up, for additional offices and for
communication center buildings. Looking westward,
the sally port framed the parade in the foreground
and the sweeping desert vista- beyoad, stretching in
all its subtle colofs to the mountains, often snow-
capped, at the San Gorgonio Pass. Except for the very
modern pre-cast concrete construction, it might have
been a U.S. military fort of a century earlier.

Into this building, at the Force Troops end, the new
Fotce Troops, Pacific, commander, Brigadier General
Thomas G. McFatland, had moved his staff and flag
in mid:July of 1955. On the 15t of July 1955, that big,
ex-football piaycr—fmm The Citadel and from All-
Marine teams in the 1920s—had replaced Brigadiet
General Barnshaw in command, A bit more than a
year and half later, Foree Troops, Pacific, and the base
at Twentynine Palms had grown up together into 2 new
age and a new status.

Facilities, lettetheads, funds, and budgets were lined
up during the remainder of 1955 and most of 1936.
At the end of May 1956, Califomia Congtessman Har-
1y R. Sheppard visited General McFarland and Colonel
John 5. Oldfield, bearing the good news that some
$15 million in new funds weke being made available
fot the base. Things had 1o be looking good fof a con-

gressman 1o make that kind of a-etip, with that kind
of news. Eatlier, this same fricnd from Washington
had championed the Navy Departmcnx s request for
a moratorium on the filing qf “jackrabbit” homesteads
near the base. This was in the days when Fred
Scantling wotked so hard to help U.S. attorneys close
otit 2l those bothersome abandoned, and 2l but for-
gotten, mining claims which dotted the reservation.
Now, by late 1956, all seemed to be in order. The loy-
al seamistresses from the Marine Corps Supply Depot
in Philadelphia stitched up 4 new flag for a new com-
mand; the-day for unfusling was soon at hand.* Ma-
rine Corps Base, Twentynine Palms, came. into being
on the desert.

On 1 Februaty 1957, at 1330, Major General Ge-
otge E Good, Jr., of Camp Pendleton, gave this new
flag to Brigadier General McFarland, and thereby gave
him also Pendieton’s former “desett training center.”
General Good also “gave” him Colonel Bamey Old-
field and the remainder of the base side of the com-
mand, Now, with one officer owning both ends of the
command building, the genetal officer at Twentynine
Palms wore both hats—as commandet of Force Troops,
Pacific, as well as Marine Corps Basc, Twentynine
Palms,

Colonel ‘Oldfield. was there for the ceremonies, as
were other officers of command and staff. And on the
parade ground fot the ceremonies, and marching in
teview to the music of the new command’s band, wete
Marines of the lst Medinm Anti-Aircraft Missile Bat-
talion, the st 75mm Anti-Aircraft Group, and the
headquarters command of the new base.

About four months later —near the end of May
1957 —came 2 jaw-dropping news account from
Washington. Senator Alan Bible from Nevada said
that a Senate Public Lands Subcommittee hearing in
the nation's capital had found thar the Marine Corps

*These lasver day “Beesy Romes.” by oerms of punagraph 20867,
The Marine Corps Manual, did up all fage. cofon, mandards,
pusdon, soeamers, ind e Then they semr chem oar oo they bnew
s whede, exxept by consalismion wich maps shich ok & the whals
wistld and by weiching sewn rapsdly wwming o hisvory, The was
the saene Philsdelphis "isilor shop' where offwes for yea could
voder missde: undforms and ocher sccouremeni.
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Fxtertor wew of the beadgwarters buldimg, Twentynome Palmi; beginming o the Lte 19501,
it bouied Borh the bare cowmander and the Commander, Force Troops, Pacific

had “raken over” Twenmynine Palms with no ritle and
no permission. He was shocked, said Senator Bible,
thar the Marines had caken over the land and had
spent miore than $14 million “withour even the scrawch
of a pen vo show it had o right o be there,” on a4 base
where ownership stll was in doube

Congressman Sheppard came 1o the rescue, Permis-
sion had been graned, he said, in 1952, There was
a hill, said the Californi congressman, passed by Con-
gress and signed by the President, which authorized
the land acquisinon and base construction. In 1956,
Sheppard said, he helped the Navy and Manne Corps
et approval and funds o pay off all those claims for
land not & pan of public domain (Fred Scantling’s gold
mines, and eic. ). The new Manne Corps Base, Taen-
rynine Palms, continued 1o march

In the meantime the new base had been far from
idle. On 16 March 1957, marking an age which was
perhaps moee genreel, the base laid on a Shamnock
Ball for sergeants and below at the theater building
[t was the firse sech social event for the mew base, and
well aivended, too. USO cffores browght in young la-
dics in formal artire, to be met by desen-burned Ma-
pines in dress Blwes or some form of coat and te, Tt
was o smashing success. Dance music of a type which
has nor been heard much since those days was played

Bur it was not all pamies, even in that age when the
Eaorean Wir was gone and the one i Vietnam was yer
so Far away. From the starn, ohe desert base had exist-
ed For servous trasning, and m lae April the command
put together “Big Shoot,” which the peess called “the
largest amllery demonstation ever held  here”
Representanive weapons from those on hand st Twen-
rynine Palms partcipared, a5 did ocher amillery anis
from the 1st Marine Division, now back “home™ again
from Korea and shaking down at Pendleon, Although
a staged affair, the shoo demonstrated whar the
WeapOns could do, and showed as well what the new
basc was worth as a traming saset. Some 1,300 jguecsts
were on hand, said The Obsermation Post. Among
them were such nocables as retired General Holland
M. (Howling Mad) Smith, the person who did much
to conquer the occupied iskands of the Pacific in Warld
WWar 11; retired General Alfred H. Noble, who went
back with the old nmers 1o Belleau Wood (where as
a first lientenant he eamed the Navy Cross) and for-
ward o command of Parsis Island wheee he launched
Presiclent Truman's Executive Oeder Moo 9981 {of 26
July 1948}, which ended racial segregation in the
armeed services: retired Licotenant General Edward A
Craig, veteran of battles at Bougainville, Guam (where
he carned the Mavy Cross), and Iwo Jima before be-



coming a hero all over aggin in the early days of the
Kotean War; tetired Major Geneéral Gregon A. Wil-
liams; and serving Brigadier General William W.
Sux:kncy then Deputy Dircctor of Marine Cotps

ItwasGmml McFarland’s final big show at his new
commuiid. After all, he had raken over Force Troops
mthcﬁnal&aysaﬁtsl’endlemnstay and had been
on board in the high desert sisice mid-1955, whien he
moved his command post inte the new headquatters
building. Now he was being succeeded by a newly
promoted brigadier general, Randall M, Victory; who
had been piesent in Twertynine Palms on the fateful
day in January 1955 when thar ill-fated brasich bank
opened on Brown Read. Then a colonel, he had been
chief of staff ar Pendleton.

General Vicoiy, 3 veteran. of Saipan and Tinian
(Legions of Mesie), and Iwo Jinis (Bronze Star Medal)
asmamilerytﬁcct, and before World Wat TLas officer
in charge of the famous “Horse Marines” in Peiping,
China—among many other dutics ashore and
afloat—accepted that five-month-old Twentynine
Palms flag from General McFarland in ceremonies on
the patade on 28 June 1957.

All in all, the first year for the new base and its
tenants hﬁd been a busy one. The Obiervation Post
touched such highlights as the spring triumph of 2
singing group from the 2d Anti-Aircraft Arsillery Bat-
talion (fitst called the “Boondockers” and later the
“Four Palms”), which first won an 1ith Naval District
talent contest, then the All-Navy finals in New York,
and then on 12 May 1957 reached the heights of dhiose
days—an appearance on the Ed Sullivan TV show. In
October, The QObservation Post reported. that “Pvt
Muggs, base mascor, was back on duty after doing a
stretch in the pound.” Charges and specifications were
not spelled out. Eagly in November, the 1st and 2d
105mm Howitzer Batteties (towed) camie up: from the
11th Marines.at Pendicton, and integrated into the Ist
Field Artillery Group at Twentynine Palms. And in
Decernber, individual mail deliveries began for resi-
dents in the Marifié Palms and the Trailers housing
ateas.

Then, reporting other sorws of deliveries, The O&-
servation Post in its birth columm of the 2 January 1958
issiae cartied an historical siote of some moment in chis
fashion:

23 December —som, Ralph Neill, wo Major and Mss, Ralph

K. Culver.

24 Diccembicr —son;. John Kenneth; to Major and Mis,

Ralph K. Culver.

And of coutse they were twin sons bem on both
sides-of that midnight as the new base neared its first

Christmas; and of course they wete the first twins bom
to Marine parents at Twentynine Palms, even though
thie only medical facility up to such 2 task still was off
the base, in the Ince Hospital,

In thie mid-1980s; fetired Colonel Ralph Culver said
that although the medical facility on the base sull
amounted to only a small dlspensary he and his wife
had decided thar she would stay in the high desert
for thie-birthis of the expected twins, and depend on
the Ince hospital. Their first botn, a daughter, had
been a bit eatly; they chose not to try to pian ahcad
to get to the hospital at Pendleton at the proper time,
orthe Air Force one-at March Air Foree Base, either.
Besides, Colonél Culvet said, they were in the good
and cxpcmmedhands of Chesty Puller’s former bat-
talion surgeon, Dr. Edward Lincoln Smith. Also,
although that provided assutanice cnough, the Tnce
hospital ‘staff frequently was augmented by young
Navy dactors from the base, “moonlighting” in cheir
off-duty houts.

Colonel Culver, an attorney, in 1952 had been S-3
(operations officer) of 1st Battalion, 1st Marines; then
he got transferred to Force Tioops, Pacific, in Match
1957, and sent up to Twentynine Palms to join the
Forée Troops-Base legal staff of Lieutenant Colonel
George P. Blackburn, Jr. With the new flag for Toven-
tynine Palms came also general conrts-martial juris-
diction, and other such -allied legal duties and
respoasibilities for the general officer with his two hats.
Ini everything except medical facilities, the “fronitier”
days were over. Drs. Smith dnd Ince could take care
of medical needs— backed up by hospitals at Pendle-
ton, March, and San Diego; but law and order was
something else agzin, and could not be “farmed cur™*

Dhiring the days that he was a major and the assis-
tant legal officer, Colonel Culver recalled, both the
post exchange and the commissaty were substantially
upgraded —the post exchange in the “business district”
Also, in the interest of safety, appearance, and legali-
ty, the main gare got upgraded in those eardy base
days; too, Colonel Culver said ¢he old gate, datinig back
to glider days, was so indistinguishable that civilian

*Ciol Bimckusm oalled in 1087 thae tke 5an Bermurdine Counry
diepuary shendfy from 1he sabsation @ Ternipmes Palms “were moa
congerative i ous law enforcemens.” Col Blackbsin adied. “a le-
gad ilficer, | winh thse Bocall civilian school board. Sance all chil-
den sieended off-base whools, the Marine and ovilian commmnaty
seemued 1o coopetwie i a0 Scellen manser. My wife wan acove
i Giel Scouss, snd we both pamicipaeed in FTA a8 did many ba-
tiwe parceis. We found ouf ioar escising snd enriching. Tt was a
wral advenme” Commenis of Col Geoge P Mschklbure, USMC (Hetl,
drd 28 Aug 1587



mototists frequently went whizzing by without notic-
ing that the gate house had a military sentry.

Also during these carly yeass after the base opened,
contractors. tilted up a converted pre-cast messhall
building to serve as an officers’ club on the high
ground above the headquarters building, and found
a way also to put in a “training tank™ adjacent to this
building. And—civilization indeed for the desert—
General Victoty got the great Special Services “Father”
fund in Washington, D.C., to come forth with 2 grane
of $25, meﬂawhu:hwasmmcmd(wnd:hclpﬁom
the civilian commumty) 2 TV wanslator/relay station
atop a “mountain” in the Joshua ‘Tree National Mon:-
ment. This provided two or thiee signals (usually the
netwotk channels) to viewers on the base and in the
commaunity®

The NBC network was the first to approve recep-
tion and. rebroadcast of its TV signal here; CBS fol-
lowed. shortly, both in early Fehruary 1958; and the
Marine Corps Exchange began selling TV antennas
and converters which Marines were allowed to mount
on'their quarters. The ABC nerwork soon was on line.

Still, and as always, fun and TV watching wete not
the main orders of the day. Near the end of January
1958, the lst Field Amillery Group, commanded by
Colonel Marshall J. Hooper, for the first time ever took
to the ficld as 2 unit and staged a five-day field firing
exercise. In addition to Headquarers Battery, firing
units participating included the 1st Heavy Rocket Bat-
tety, the 1st 155mm Howitzer Battery, the 1st, 2d, and
3d 135mm Gun Batteries, and the st and 2d 105mm
Howitzer Batveries.

*In addition to the $23,000 which the Matine Corps contibut-
&d to the local TV club, Matines also did much of the field cn-
gincering work to get a road up 1o the transator site, and. to etoct

thie equipment on op. But it was all justified in the name of monile:
and entertainment. The first time citizens of Twentynine Palms

“czughs" andcvmmmgm!wasmtbenud—*i(}sm&m%ﬂd
War1l. Thien a group of those individuals given to celebrating Hash
ﬂoodi,urﬁnngﬂf.lmcshtﬂcmnﬂm BI.S‘qpmmdunngma-
menes of sgnificen cvic commmemoration, took a bebovismon set, an
antening,; a6d 2 gasolitie-powered generator up to Keys Owerdook
in the mational monumens and picked 2 television signal our of the
gir above the bread valley which confains Palh Spritigs and thie San
Andreas Fauly, Bxcept for the novelty of it all, seldom has televi-
sion been worth all thisi. For liver heroic efforts of relevision watch-

ing before the “mountain got fixed,” Marines and wownspeoplecould.

temain #r home, but il it was hardly worth it This method,
Colone] Culver explaired, involved Banging = sitk scarf or scrim over
the set's sereen, naming the veiled set wwnsd o mitror, and sanch-
ing the picrure in the mimor. Socnchow or another this method made
the picture Jess "sowy.” Marines from the base continued to help
maintain the tmnslators 2nd the precarious mountin erail up to
them uintil 2 television ezbic system came in, in the late 19605 and
catly 1970s.

During that first full year of baschood, mote than
2,000 Marine reservists trained at Twentynine Palms;
mostly in the harsh summer months. In mid-
November General Randotph McC. Pate, Commuin-
dant of the Marine Corps, commended Twentynine
Palms for its “outstanding support” of the reserve units.
Thar began a long wradition of such support, ever-
expanding.

To help suppoit such field mineuvers, and the host-
ing of reserve units for training, Company D of the
7th Engineer Battalion got a permanent transfer up
the hill from Pendleton to the desert. Roads to and
from training areas always needed repairs from the
ravages of tactical traffic and of flash floods, and other
facilities were needed. Somie of it was importany for
considerations of morale in the desert whete living still
was harsh, and liberty a long way off. Picnic and park-
like facilivies were constructed at Surprise Springs, and
in the planning phase wete pioneer-type imptove-
ments for a field campforrescrvcumtsaswcll as$ visit-
ing active duty units to ise while on board for special
training.

Eatly in June 1958 came the First Annual Navy
Relief Carnival. This was an ountdoor extravaganza
designed to bring in money for Navy Relief, and to
focus attention on the anmal, naval-service-wide solic-
itation for this fund which is used as emergency where-
withal for personnel. The solicitarion in that first year
brought in nearly $20,000—or 2bout $3.50 per serv-
iceman on the new base; some $6,500 of it coming
from the two-day carnival., -

This trend-setter, ever larger in size, continued for
another 15 years, until finally terminated in a more
sophisticated age when financial contracts and con-
cern for frightening tort judgments did away with such
fund-taising “community fairs”” After that, all thc begs
went into a smglc “agk-it," and Became mostly plain
old atm twisting, The good cause remained, and
responsible citizenship kept service personnel con-
tributing, but without the carnival -rides and the
money-making booths sponsored by the various on-

In many ways it-was a simpler age. In mid-summer
of 1958, in answer to queries, The Observation Post
set forch housing charges married personnel had to
give up for the vatious types of facilities then availa-
ble: a 2-bedroom, furnished trailer out near the main
gate cost $39.60 per:month; a “relocatable” (slightly
larger “immobile” mobile home) 2-bedroom, fur-
nished, $34 per month; a 2-bedroom, unfurished
Sunbmsthonscoutxﬂtawn. $55.50;, Wherry hous-
ing on the base (Matine Palms), 2-bedrooms, $86.50
permonthﬂ»:NCOsandcompanygmdcoﬁm $98
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Biren Edward | .Heg.n'r: duarie rumm;ld'l'rlg g.ﬂr.!r.l.l': and Mr. Megarr, pasy @ proup r.'l_|"-
ifeciainr .ﬂram'.ug the Proweer ﬂ.ﬂ Parade g 1976, Actriafier raich ar phey erteblivhed a clogs
relatiomship between the base and mrrowrding commumnsty which continues to this day,

a base and home for ever-increasing numbers of Fomee
Troops units, the roll call of units—in additon w the
base headquaners and service personnel — included:

Headguarien Company, bhoaie Troogs

Headgimrien Hatvesy, |= Field ﬂ.rl.'|||-|:|' Lirenify

et and 3d 1%39mm Gun Barterics

3 Bhdian Huosoes Basiery

15t Hezvy Artillery Rechet Batiery

Ist and 2d 10%mm Howicrer Babrenes

il amd &th B-lnch Flowirper Barreries

Headquarrers Bacrery of the Anoinondt Amillery Geoup

Ist wnd 2d Ang-Asnref Armillery (Auvoman: Weapons)
Barmadions

Denactiment, b Fosce Servioe Kegement

Losnpary [1, Tih Emginect Bastalion

Sch Denzal r_lllmrllllll

Meddical Sectinn (Fom Nl Hoprial, Camp Pendleson)
ist aned 2d Mediam Anti-Abrcradft Moasile Bartalicns

1t Thmm Anci-Adrcrabt Arallery Barialon

All in all, it had been a busy and productve peri-
od of nearly wo years thar Twentynine Palms ex-
perienced is fledgling period, and there was not a
sefioius babble, General McFartand had been on board
;nd tnr.rlm:.nrlmg Farce -E:I:H:IlFl umis when the new
base command came into being; and Brigadier Gener-
sl Vicrory had enough long and distinguished service
i the Marine Corps, plus his recent service at Pen-
dleton which then “owned” Twentynine Palms, to ef-
fecrively continue the march.

Mow, at the end of his year and a half tour, Randall
Victory chose to retre, effective 1 January 1959, The
ceremony, with linde fanfare, ok place on 31 Decem-
ber 19%8, with the new commanding peneral,
Brigadser General Alpha L. Bowser, not yer in place,
In the meantime, base chief of staff Colonel Charles
W. MeCov ook command of base pessonnel; com-
mand of Force Troops unis was in the hands of
Colonel Bruce T Hemphill

Duwring part of 1952, Al Bowser had been chicf of
staff of the 3d Marine Division, while Major General
Pepper had commanded that division and also the
Force Troops, Pacific units; so like Randall Vicrory,
Brigadier General Bowser was no stranger wo Twenry-
nine Palms, An artillery officer of distinction, Bowser
entered the Manine Corps via the 1L 5. Naval Acade-
my, served 3t sea and elsewhere before Warld War [,
and as an armillery officer tn combat during the war
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Marmnes load & 155mm bowtser during a fleld finmg exercise i the winter of 1971, ome
af mrany swch exercires bedd dy borh sctive awd rererve waits each year ot Tioewtynime Palmx,

it Bouguinville (Bronze Sgar Medal), Guam (second
Bronze Star Medal), and Iwo Jima (Legion of Merit).
He was promoted o major generl in 1960, larer be-
came & emenant general, and coommanded Fleer Ma-
nine Force, Arlangic

Under his commund of Twentynine Palms, which
began on 14 January 1959, amillery training contimued
apace. Each field finng exercise for the Field Amillery
l.'lruu|-. was called the “lurgest yet,” and such was the
cair for the fmt one Generl Bowser wimniessed.
Amaong other dignitaries who vesited during this ex-
ercise (19-23 January)} were Marine Corps Comman-
dant General F'.'.n-julpil Ml Pare, dlodg with M.ljnr

Lreneral Wang Chianoan, deputy commandant of the
Manonalist Chinese Manine Cormps, from Tawan

At abouse the same time, in this new vear, Marine
engineers from Company D, Teh Engincer Battalion,
had Camp Handyman ready for such Pendleton wnrs
as meeded o bivouse before and afver the Geld firing
cuercise, It was mainly a field camp for resenves due
th baver in the vear, and for all such field tralning of
i, |-r.p;u|'.|J of reserve, who came to the desert, This
was the ficld CAIM, ot in the .‘||ph.:| Area near Dead
Man Lake, luier named I-,.amp Wikson for an early-day
commander of the 12th Marmes fan ,:rrrllcr:, regi-



ment), 4nd again later much apgraded for Twenty-
ninc Palms’ new mission.

‘Tn May 1959 two.episodes illustrated human values
within the Cotps. A fire chased Sergeant and Mis. Vin-
cent B Venezia, alang with their three young children,
from a rented tiome on Adobe Road, and destroyed
all dhieir clothmg and other possessions. The' szy
Relief organization, then in the midst.of another fund
aising drive on the base, re-outﬁtxedthefamnbmd
moved it into on¢ of the relocatables near the main

The other touching cpisode involving 2 Marine
Cotps family had to do with the dedication, on 16 May
1959, of Mike Fenton Field as a Lictle League baseball
field on the base, Mlktknton.thcyoungﬂmof
2 well-known Marine fimily, had been killed in the
Battle of Okinawa in 1945. Now his father, retired
Brigadier General Prancis 1. Fenton, and mother, Mary
Elizabeth Fenten, were on hand for the dedication of
the field; so also was Mike's brother, then Licutenant
Coloneél Francis I. Fenton, Jr., and his wife, Eloise Ro-
wan Fenton®*

Meanwhile, training ‘continied, units deactivated
and changed, acw weapons came on line as others
went the way of slings and arrows, and other Marine
units safled away for “‘transplacement” duty on Okina-
wa. First to go was the old ist Anti-Airceaft Artillery
(Automatic Wcapons) Battation, which had been at
Twentynine since the summer of 1953. Now its twin
40mm guns mounted on the T141 Walker Bulldog
light tank chassis had become museurn pieces** Some
of the troops went off with a contingent of 200 Ma-
rines to Okinawa to replace personnel there; others
in ‘this tansplacement were from the 4th 8-Inch
Howitzer Battery and the 1st Heavy Antillery Rocket

Near the end of Jimne, wonder of wonders, the long-
up-beat funfare. It would be st cash sales shortly, said
anarticle in The Qbservarion Post, and rules for wear-
ing this new item of uniform were spelled out. Ma-
rines at Twentynine Pn!msﬁgumd ured niobody needed this

‘Saeﬁ.ppendmc “Mihfmml’idd for & inote commplece ac-
coant of the history of Mike Fenon and bis family, Sec Quantivo:
Crossroads of the Gorps (Washington: Histuty and Muscuins Divi-
sioti, HQMC, 1980) p. 58, which contains a photograph of Mary
Elizabeth Featon—with Bob Hope and otlicrs—as 2 “Gesy Lady”
at the Quantion Naval Hospiral in 1942, when she was doing volun.
teex duty while her husband and sons served in Woudld War IL

*%A iy versions of this weapon, the M-42 “Duster” proved valu.
abde iy Wirrnam while gmached o unioof che 10 Marine Amphibi-
oun Force. Their high fire powss made thom especiadly wscfal for
ooy eut aml base defrnee
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Also in that month Donna Robinsoit, the wife of
Sergeant H. R. Robinson of Force Troops, became
“Queen for.a Day” on that then-popular NBC TV
show, and reccived many helpful gifts— thoughtfully
to assist the family overcome the illness and trauma
of 2 near tragedy. TFwo-yeas-old Donald Robinson was
bitten by & tattiesnake near the family home in Yizcca
brother’s arm above the bite, rushed young Don to
their mother, and was credited by doctors with saving
the younger boy's life. But it was not 2 surc thing un-
til the Twentynine Palms base hospital ambulance
tushed the boy to-the Air Force hospital at March Air
Force Base. Once back home, young Dondld needed
to be in an air conditioned room and to have othet
special aids. The air conditoner and other items
tiened up for his mother during her reign 45 “Queen
for a Day"#**

In August of 1959 appeared the Redeye missile,
which was to have 2 home and 2 school for irself at
Twentynine Palms into the 1970s. It put the age of
missiles into 2 one-man Joad for the Marine grunt, who
could get it to follow its heat-secking clectronic
guidance “mind” right “up the il pipe” of a speed-
ing aircraft. Or, more usually, a target drone.

In September (things stll getting named and or-
ganized on the new base) the base main athletic field
below the post officc and the bank atea was dedicat-
ed s Victory Field — named for Randall M. Victory and
hopefully for many future wins by local teams. General
Victory was on hand o accept the honors from General
Bowser.

And as the year—and the decade — ended, Marines
could look back on tieary eight evenitful years in the
high desert. Monte Brink cléacdy had been wrong—it
had #o# been 2 mistake for the Cotps to move sofar
away from the sea. Nor was there any longer doubt
about putring the frontier days behind.

As if to celebrate—and perhaps to gild the lily—
the Marine Base went out and bought 44 mature palm
trees. Give us 44 for the road, might have been the
order. Actually, the way it happened, base heatd of
a landscaping contractor clearing out an ofd dare palm
grove near Indio, and he could giwe the Marine Corps
a good dedl. So up came the 44 palms, to line Del
Valle Drive. Even if you started counting late, when
you came back in from liberty, probably you'd still get
m”,aﬁ&mpnmwumbukw&lyon
board.

i shedy o ondy b Bursen Eners, o sho demomsmes
the “froncier” guadiry of & place whese your child could gt his by
u rnuitler while ounnide ax play



CHAPTER 7
The 1960s

Now the novelty was gone — except for each and ev-
ery Marine and dependent who came to the desert for
the first time, But officially, Twentynine Palms was just
one in the list of “every clime and place” categories.
Regularsand reserves trained and fired the scemingly
endless ranges out across the huge base. The new
Hawk missiles entered the inventory, and led to the
organization of the 1st Light Anti-Aircrafe Missile Bat-
talion (LAAM, for short). General Bowser did the
honots at an activation ceremony in May 1960. Com-
manding officer of the new outfit was Lieutenant
Colonel Armand G. Daddazio; the battalion sergeant
miajor was R. E. Winslow. A second LAAM battalion
was formed here latér, and in Septembet 1960, Ma-
rine Corps Base, Twentynine Palms, joined White
Sands, New Mexico, and McGregor, New Mexico,
aleng with China Lake, California, as one of four
sutface-to-ait missile ranges in the United States*

Meanwhile, Marines with the first Terrier missiles
at Twentynine Palms were trying out the new range
there. This was Battery B, Ist Medium Amti-Aircraft
Missile (MA AM) Bartalion commanded by Lieutenant
Colonel Berttam S. Ryder.

It was a new age. In carly fall of 1960, recently-
promoted Major General Bowser used a weldet's torch
to eut a steel “ribbon” to open officially the nearly
15,000 square foot Building 2000. In it, 1st Force Serv-
ice Regiment Marines and civilian craftsmen per-
formed fouith and fifch echelon repair work on Force
Troops and other Marine Corps equipment, which wasg
becoming ever more sophisticated. (A few years later,
a latger repair facility was built: beyond 10th Sureet,
and Building 2000 became the Base Supply Center.)
Shortly after the ceremony, General Bowser went on
to duty at Headquartets Marine Corps, then to com-
mand of the Marine Corps Base at Lejeune. After that,
and elevation to three-star tank, he commanded Fleet
Marine Force, Adantic. Brigadier General Lewis Jeffer-
son “JefP” Fields, another distinguished amillery officer

*The missile range 4t McGregor, New Mexico, wis mathér 2 part
of Foru Bliss, in El Paso, Texas. Buu it # across the border inte New
Mexico. The Hawk Marines from Twentynine Palms first fired theit
missiles there in Scptember of 1960. General Bowser weat down
there to obsétve.

from World War 1 batiles {Guadalcanal, Cape Glou-
cester, and Peleliu), assumed command of Marine
General Bowser on 30 September 1960.

In other highlights of the first year of the new de-
cade, unit transplacements continued between state-
side units annd combat-ready units on Okinawa. This
went on until the Vietnam War began in 1965 and
soon tock almost all units from West Coast installa-
tions to war duty there. That year, the 3d 8-Inch
Howitzer Bartery went to Okinawa 1o serve with the
3d Division’s artillery tegiment, the 12th Masines, and
to let its sister battery, the 4th, return to the States
after completion of its transplacement cycle.

Late in May 1960, a Twentynine Palms rifle team
won the Wharton Trophy ar Western Division matches
at-Camp Matthews. And, in a less happy note, in late
June 4 violent desert wind and riin-sand storm —for
which Twentynine Palms is unfortupately a bit
infamous — caused the base to hunker down.and hang
on as best it could. There was much damage— the Staff
NCO club said $1,500; the Exchange said $1,000 for
the roof of its “otitdoor store.” Fortunately, there wetc
60 serious injuries.

Ar, Christmas time 1960, Brigadier General Fields
wielded the ceremontal spadc to break ground for 2
$2.25 million project which in eight months or so
would begin to provide new quarters for Marines and
dependents. This was to be thar swank subdivision by
the golf course (later), out Betkeley Road —Ocotillo
Heights. The D&L and O&J Construction Companies
of Los Angeles said they hoped to have the first 130
quarters ready in approximately mid-summer 1961,

In January 1961, the ham radio station completed
its first year in operation on the base, #nd Lance Cor-
porals Robert W. Kimmons and Roberc L. Bennett
computed that they had patched through over 13,000
teleplione calls between overseas Marines and their fa-
milies in the States. And in another department of
vital communication, the Base Communications Sec-
tion, assisted by the Marine Corps Auxiliary Aitficld
from Yuma, Arizona, plus technicians from Marine
Cotps Air Station, El Toro, put up a new, portable tow-
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The Naval Medical Fecilety's new Xoray room, thoum bere in 1976, along with other im
Provements, provided Mariwes and theer dependents a greater depree of inpatient care,

er at the airfickd near the main gate. The Observaiion
Pait reported that the wower was 30 feet wall, and in
matters of communications, had all the lates
equipment

And if you could not believe The Ofversation Pout,
then whom? In late February 1961 the base newspapet
won op hooors among Manine Corps letterpress
newspapers in & world-wide contest sponsored by the
Amerncan Hentage Service Newspaper. In addition,
the base newspaper’s public information officer “boss”
Caprain Edward ], Clarkson, won a George Washing-
ton Honor Medal for an essay he entered in the Free-
dom Foundation's annual contese. Caprain Clarkson,
from King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, and a gradume
of Villanova, had been an arullery battery commander
before being tapped for the “PIO" job. His press chicf
was Gunnery Sergeant Ed Barnum, The young sponts
editor was Corporal Eonald B, Fraizer, who later was
promoted o warrant officer and returned s the base's
“PIO" in the 19708 and again in the 1980s. Eventual-
Iy, in 1986, only the Joshua trees had more time i
Twentynine Palms than Ron Fraizer. He was by then
2 CWO-4, On his license plate, he spelled it “Fore”

Another faciliry of which to be proud, the Naval
Medical Facibiy pot a new addition (dedicated by
General Fields on 31 March 1961}, and. for the first
nimie ever, could provide inpadent care for dependents
gt Twentymine Palms. Seven Navy nurses came on
board on 27 March, and 3 new 12-bed dependent
ward, operating room, and infant nursery were ready,
Sa, it turned our, was Sherwood Earl Cow, who was
born ar 1838 on Easter Sunday, 2 April 1961, o his
mother Mivoko Cox, the wife of Guninery Sergennt Earl
Cox of the 1st MAAM Bartalion. The antending phy-
giczan was Mavy Licutenant Thamas |, Khzek. On the
firai :F.l'r il the now 'lmri: mk. Emrhl Jd"f Firl.d:.
visited M. Cox and won. Seems the general had dedi-
cated the new medical facility none too soon. By mad-
June, shout two dozen Marine wives who had been
Gray Lady hospital volunteers elsewhere were capped
in ceremonies af the new base hospital, and it was a
fully functional concern.

Later in summet, bids were accepted for the second
incrernent of 100 houses for Ocotlle Heights; this
brought to 230 quarters the number under conseoue.
ton, and the new bid, reflecring a bir of inflation,



camie 16 3 hit over §1.5 millson. And late in Novem-
ber of char year (1961) Brigadier General Fields an-
nounced thar the Commandant of the Marine Corps
had approved the grant of some $100,000 for dhe con-
struction of o nine-hole polf course near thes Ckotillo
subdivision. Jeff Fields said he hoped the cowrse would
be completed during the fall-winver of 1962-63. It
woilld be supported by special services funds and wser
fees, and it would be irmigaed by reclaimed warer—
from thar famous on-base body of warer, Lake Bandini.

Meantime, in other outdoos “spons” always under-
way at Twenrynine Palms, reservises called their sum-
meer truining exercsse “Inferna” and the biggess encmy
wned out to be desent downpouns. Flash floods
caught some wnits in Quackenbush Pass, and a five-
foor wall of warer swept away two-and-a-half-on
prucks, TRy smaller vebucles, tents, ratlers, mess
EquUipment, and a lot of other equUIpment — NoL to
mention good humar, There were no serious injuries,
but the clean-up work that season was particularly
back-breaking.

Thic ncat eratneng cxercise, that fall, perhaps soughe
1o ward off evil spirits of the desert by naming the

operation “Sandstorm.” Thar par of it worked o wand
off the weather jina; but two Marines in nighe bivou-
o suffered bites from coyores, and Navy doctors put
them through the Pasteur prearments, just in case.

Early in the new vear {on & February 1962 ) the firse
82 sets of quarters in Ocotillo Heights got a formal
opening, courtesy of Rear Admiral James B Duavis,
Director of Southwest Division, Bureau of Yards and
Docks, from San Diego. Brigadier General Fields at-
tended also, a5 the admiral presenved keys 1o Soaff Ser-
geant Charles W, Richar of Maintenance Company,
Supporn Battalion; and then Sergeant Richarr and his
wife, along with their twin daugheers (the family had
had a key of theit own for tao weeks or more and had
gotren sertled ), showed Admiral Davis, General Ficlds,
and the rest of the official party through the Richan
Cluariers,

[t was a momentous year. In i 20 February 1962
issue, the prize-winming The Ofservation Post featured
a stony about the Marine aviator, Licurenant Colonel
John Glenn, who had a week earlier become the first
carthling to orbic the eamh; and in the same issue ap-
peared a story thar President John F Kennedy had

An gerad mew of the Ovosillo Howrteg Ares, formally opewed in Fedruary 1962, and & mene.
bole godf conrse comstructed with Special Sermces funas and irmgared by reclamewed water.
Depastnent of Defense Phoos (USMEC) A1567%




ane#c forits spcual issucon guemllawa.tfa:e Also,
the base newspaper anpounced that Major General
Victor H. Krulak had been reissigned from Com-
manding General, Maring Corps Recruit Depor, San
Diego, to the Joint Chicfs of Staff, Department of
Defense, as Special Assistant for Special Warfare. There
hie would work with William B. Resson, soon to be
the Arriiy’s youngest major general. Before 100 many
years wete to pass, many Matines who read those sto-
rics would be joining “Brute” Krulak-and Bill Rosson
in the Pacific; to take part in special warfare in South
Vietnam,

On-20-March 1962, in another one of those human
swnesaatyp:cal afthe Mmme'Cérps pcthaps ofall
lmpa.l.tcd Twentymm Palms cnuplc Mr and Mm Carl
Schneider, came to the base to officially thank Lance
Corporals John W. Saunders and William E. White.
The two Marines had me:r the Schneidets at church
sefvices out in town, had befriended the couple, and
thei had helped the corple get a new secing-éye dog.
Sanders and White did not understand what all the
fusss was about. After all, che Schneiders had been kind
to zhems; and these Marines also knew that the
Schineiders had been belping regularly at the USO'in
town, wpcc;aﬂyafChmumsumcwhmformneyem
they had been bringing candy and cookies to Marines
for the holidays.

The year 1962 also tharked the stare of 2 communi-
ty service project which the base was to spoasor for
many yeafs to come; and later it was to take on a spe-
cial poignancy for the community-and for a later com-
mnndxnggcaemlan&h;sfamﬂy Now, in.this first year,
it ‘weas the Sotithern California Invitational Champion-
ship Basketball Tournamen, and some 500 schoolchil-
dren came up with their coaches and werte billcted on
the base and fed in the messhalls. The amazing fun
of the whole thing stemmed from the fact that these
championship basketballers were from grades three
thirough eight, A “sick of eels” for many dedicated
Matines for a Friday, Saturday, and Sunday onice ayear.
But one did net have to study the youngsters vesy long
of very closely to decide chax it was all worth it.

Tn June 1962, thie Ist, 2d, and 3d Light Anti-Aircraft
Missile Battalions, which earlier had shifted 1o the
operational control of the 3d Aircraft Wing, Fleet Ma-
rine Force, Pucific, bt rerained in the desert, gota
lisison officet on board Twentysine Palms in the per-
soin of Colonel Thomas J. O’Conngr, 4 Matine aviz-
tor. With the O'Coririor fashily carne-son Bryan and
other offspting. In 1964, Bryan O’Conpor graduated
from high school in Twentynine Palms, and in 1985,
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another ext

a5 a Marine lieutenanit colonel, he was pilot of the 26
November 1985 flight of the space shuttle “Atlantis”
Licutenant Colonel. O"Connot’s pateats (his mothet,
Helen, had been 2 Navy nurse) renurned to Twenty-
tiine Palms for retitement in the eatly 1980s.

In the spring of 1962, the new age lodged a new
test on the supply system. Some little distance from
mainside Twentynine Palms, farcher into. the desert,
Marines of the Nuclear Ordnance Platoon worked be-
hind locked gates and lock:d doors 1o keep themselves
proficient if their assigned tasks of being able to han-
die nuclcatroundsfera_ruﬂcxy and nuclear charges
for the engineers. Duties were scientific and exactiag,
even on the “dummy” equipment with which they
trained. Weathet; mddust&amwgtmth:em
amounted to potential enémies, 5o Marincs at the
NOP site were the only ories on the base in those days
10 have fully air-conditioned spaccs— NOP Marines
and crickess. Those black, chnpmgﬁddlc:s which are
supposed t6 be on the hearth, liked the air condition-
ing, too, They moved in with the NOP Masines ind
began to theive. They thrived in seething rmasses, like
black breathing rugby balls in-corners of the NOP pas-
sageways and work spaces. Marines with vacuum

sweepets slutped them up and cremated them in Gl

cans outside. More crickets came back. They crunched
underfoot. In desperation, the NOP Marines requisi-
tioned chickens: chickens, live, each—12.

Earlier, the Matines had sneaked in some chickens,
and the chickens atc the crickets. Their requisition
seemed logical to them, but riot 1o the supply types.
The “sock counters” were not amused: no chickens in
the:system; not ot of stock™; never in'stock. The so-
lution, such s it was, called for a berter caulking of
openings through which crickets could infilurate; and
moie esearch into anti-insect spraying. Neither eas-
ure was a complete success, Over the years, the éricker
problem has persisted, but ao longer do the NOP Ma-
rines have to endure the plague alone, Other air-
conditioned spices—notably those in the Communi-
cations and Electronics Schiool complex—alsa arcact
the insects. Spraying by the “bugs and juices™ deparn-
ment of Base Facilities Maintenance later beeame
much more efficient, however.

Also in 1962 on 5 June, the base hospital began
ansion, [t was expected to cost about $1
million and add 32,000 squate feet and much-needed

new facilities. On 12 Junc, for the first time ever at

Twentynine Palms, Marines of the 3d Heavy Arnillery

Rocker Bartery fired their Honest John missiles. On

17 June, resetves of the summer traiing cycle moved

‘nto the pyramidal mntsandtr&aerﬁahumw}uch base
‘Marines and workers had prepared for them a Camp
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A veteran of the Korean War Chosin Reservoir cam-
Daign, BGen Joseph L. Stewart, assumed command
of the base and Force Troops in the summer of 1962.

Wilson, out by Dead Man Lake. On 26 June, addi-
tional Matines came up from Camp Pendleton 1o beef
up 4ch Batralion, 11th Marines to full battalion size,
and to assume wse of their 155s. And on 31 August,

Brigadier General Joseph L. Stewart, in change-of-
command ceremonies, took the reins for Base and
Force: Troops, Pacific, from Brigadier General Fields.
Fields had been selected for promotion to major gener-
al, and he was on his way 1o become Assistant Direc-
tof of Personnel at Headquarters Marine Corps.

Joseph Lester Stewart, 4 three-leétter athlete from
Aubuim University (graduated 1937), also won scholas-
tic honors there, as well as an Army ROTC commis-
sion which he traded for one in the Marine Corps.
During World War II, Stewart served in the Pacific
at—among other places—Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo
Jima (Legion of Merit and Bronze Star Medal), Dur-
ing the Kotean War, he fought in the Pusan perimeter
with the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade; took patt in
the Inchon [anding; was executive officer of the Sth
Marines dusing the Chosin Reservoir campaign (Sil-
ver Star Medal); and later commanded 3d Batealion,
5th Marines in farther fighting in Kotea. By the time
he came back from Korea in June 1951, he also had

his second Legion of Merit and Bronze Star Medal,
plus an Air Medal.

In less than two months after General Stewart came
on board, the Cuban Missile Crisis of October brought
the mount-out of many Marines from Twentynine
Palms. Most of these individuals and units wete home
again before Christmas; but it amounted to the first
taste of a war-time footing for the desert base. Too
younig and underdeveloped, for the most part, for the
Korean; Wat, now the base and its Force Troops tenants
could be counted on to patticipate fully. It was 2 taste
of things to come by mid-decade, when the Viemam
War came close to turning the base into a “ghost cown.”
Those who mounted out for the Cuban “flap” inctud-
ed the 3d LAAM Battalion; Battery L, 4th Bartalion,
1ith Marines; plus some 500 other Matrines of Hawk
missile units.

Just in tme for Christmas, Geotge B. Lloyd, a basc
civil service worker, earned a record-setting (for then)
award for a beneficial suggestion about how to save
a lot of money and time cilibrating therinostats for
space heaters in base housing areas. Experts in
Washington figured that this suggestion would save,
setvice wide, in one year alone, $20,952. For that,
George Lloyd got for his record-setting “Benny Sugg,”
somcthmg a bit under §1,000. Over the years, Twen-
tynine Palms has been blessed with outstanding civil
sefvice workers who, often like Marines, must be twice-
volunteers for their duty in the desert. From 1966 to
1968, George Lioyd served on board the base at Guan-
tarramo, Cuba, where his wife, Mariag, also wotked
for civil service. They returned to Twentynine Palms
afrer that, and George finished out his service in the
desert, retiring in 1970.

In 1963, it was pretty much business s usual at the
desert base which was getting down to a routine, and
could no longer call itself new. On 8 May, Vice Ad-
miral Ephraim P. Holmes, commardet of Amphibi-
ous Forces, Pacific, came up from San Diego to
officially open the Fwentynine Palms golf course. He
cuta ribbon. One must not say sticed. Then he joined
in a round of golf with General Stewart and some
othets.

Then, on 22 November 1963, camie the annotnce-
ment whith was to do more to change the appearance,
pemmagence, and life blood of the base than mydmg
up to the mid-1970s and the “new mission” Head-
quarters Marine Corps said it would begin steps to
move the Corps’ fastest growing school, the Com-
munications-Electronics School Battalion, from San
Diego to Twentynine Palms. It was a new age, com-



weic the MNavap Code Talkers and dhe semaphore flags
cven madios and other “black boxes™ mlked in bits and
byves with each oeher, and in inhuman sepments of
timie. The desen area—Twengymine Palms — would give
the school mote needed space, and the remote loca
von would keep atmosphenc interference o a mins
mium. In addison, it would permin tranimg without
the comstant mermupoions due o the nose of wircraf

taking off and landing at San Dhego’s Lindbergh Field

Colonel Amaold W Hamis, commanding officer ol
the schiool in San [-.l'l.'|:-.- shid |nis 1063 srudent oui
put was up nearly G600 — fromm 1,0%] graduates in 1962
to LG40 gradupres in 1963 —and still the school was
falling shore of Blling all the orders from Manne Cospas
commands wordd wide, Transfer of the schoal from San
[Dicgo o Teentymune Palms procceded with all deliber
gre speed after thiy announcement. but there wene

many delavs. The schoal Brew while MOVINE | | s wene

underway, It was a move which went on for 3 bir maore
than 1D vears

A pradaare of the Usmreraty of K, ddie commandrng generad, Blrew Widlam K. lorir,

falki wirh memibrer: of toe wrrvernty s NEOTE s darmmp 2 .'."l'r"-'g demonriraiion in 106

wica] Caollecoan
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ton, 6th Marines, a2nd stayed with that infantry bat-
talion for the next six yeats. This included duty in
Iceland, then into the Pacific for Guadalcanal. By Sep-

tember 1943, he was'a major and commanding the
battalion, In that capacity he led thie batralion on Tara-

wa (where he earned the Silver Star Medal and a field
promotion to litntenant colonel); Saipan (Navy Cross);

Tinian; and the Okinawa diversionary “landing.” In
Korez, Jones served as G-3 (operations officer) of the
1st Marine Division, 20d later as regimental com-
mander of the st Matines. In Korea, he ¢amed the
Bronize Stat Medal. After a variety of other duties in
the later 1950s and the early 1960s, Jones was proraat-
ed to brigadier general in October of 1962. Afrer 2
tour as legistative assistant to the Commandant of the
Matine Cotps, Jones assumed command of Twenty-

nine Palms.

At about the time Genesal Jones moved into his new
office, the latest “biggest cver” training exercise got
into full swing on the deserc. Some 43,000 regulur Ma-
rines from the 1st Marine Division ind the 3d Marine
Aircraft Wing, plus ardllery units from the Force

Troops desert dwellers took: part in this one, called

Winter Night.

In Apsil 1964, three Marines and two Navy hospi-
talcorpanen (niot to be outdone) hiked from Twen-
tynine Palms to Las Vegas (291 miles) as a
money-saistng effort for National Health Agencies and
the Muscular Dystrophy Association. Entertainer Dan-
ny Themas iavited the five on stage during his night
club petformance at the Sands Hotel. Participants were
First Sergeant David H. Stephens, Gunnery Serpeant
Frank Pond, and' Sergeant Esmond McBtide for the
Marinies; and for the. Navy, Hospitalman Third Class
Gordon Johnson and Hospitalean Firse Class Robert
Reschke, Dave “Steve” Stephens later retired to Twen:
tynine Palms, worked for years for the Kenney Drug
Stote fitm, and later becanse director of the San Bet-
nardine. county park and recreation deéparement in

This 1964 hike started something. For most years
thereafter, a “Swephens March” was pare of the local
Pioneer Days activities; Steve hiked in them for years,
until like all Marines, the lucky ones, he grew gray
in sexrvice and had to admic vo being part of the old
bieed, In the mid-1980s, Steve retired from the park
and recreation directorship, too,

By the end of 1964, the quickening build-up of US.
Forces in and around Southeast Asia (Viemmam ) —and
so far this amounted o air and sir-defense unio, ad-
visors, and increased manning levels in afloat duty in
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at Twentynine Palms to be left behind suddenly by
husbands and fathers who received hurried and un-
expected orders to deploy. One such entire unit fiom
Twentynine Palms secretly mounted out in late
November, and while the departure was common
knowledge on the base, it was not until February 1965
that the unit’s movement was announced publicly.
This unit was the 1st LAAM Batealion with its Hawk
missiles, off to provide air defense for Marine aircraft
units going into the Da Nang area of South Vietnam,
Coinmanded by Lisutenant Colonel Bertram E. “Bery”
Cook, this battalion included some 600 Marinesof all
ranks, plus a Navy doctor and eight hospital corps-
men. Considering this first major mount-out to Viet-
nam as 2 harbinger of things to come, base officers
set up a Family Assistance Office to aid dependents
left behind. Many of the latter stayed on boatd the
quarters were available.

At abourt. the same tme, Headquarters Matine
Coips passed the word that Matine Corps Base, Twen-
tynine Palms, had for the fourth consecutive year taken
the annual Corps-wide honors for the highest num-
bet of most valuable and productive beneficial sug-
gestions. The base was to win the same award the
following year, also, and with that (fifth) win, Gener-
al Wallace M, Greene, Jr., Commandant, sent zlong
amessage saying he was pleased by ’Evcntymne’s “high
state of morale)”

in many ways, 1965 was a momentous year at Tiven-
tynine Palms. Officially and with 2 quickening pace,
the Vietnam War got underway, Marinies began fo
leave the base, on individual orders or with vasious
units mounting out for service in Southieast Asia. The
new Base Family Affaits office worked long hours, Ma-
rine families toughed it but as always.

Thmmbughtw Colonel Virgil W. Banning,
since August 1964 the assistant commander of Twen-
tynine Palms, gotthcwmdhehzﬂbccnscbucdfm
promotion. There was'a June wee 1 the family
of Brigadier Genieral Bill Jones attd wiﬁt Chatlotie
when their daughues Carol was maities MGnnnuy
Scrgcant(:harhemu:rbmkcoutthe citcus wagon”
(which he had overhauled and painted) to. take the
wedding party up the hill for a reception at the officers’
dub*mehomyedonﬂ:ebus:orgzmzeda"Ias-

sie” ngmn(hdmAxmhaxySpemlSmccln-

*The “vircus wagen” was the special serviors hay-nde wagon whick,
under Geeneril Jones” spossosship, served o enhance momle and
relaxarion (o Marines amd thewr familion. The wagon was peineed
Moe “Chrus wagon” sppesied in Guanery Sergeane Biller's
comments.




dividual Endeavor) to take over special services and
recreation programs, t replace Matines leaving for
duty in Vietnam* There were also moments of great
human tragedy and sadness, Casualty reports began
to come in from Vietnam; and, one night in August,
the second-youngest son of Bill and Charlotte Jones
died in an auromobile accident on Condor Curve.
Thus Hugh M. Jones, 16 years of age, became another
of the grim statistics of that cutve in the road on the
way to the base.

The lay of the land, the configuration of base
boundaries, any number of other happenstances of his-
tory and eraffic patterns going back to carlicst days
in Twentynine Palms led to the creation and endur-
ance of Condor Curve. Inbound toward the base,
Adcbe Road heads toward the west side of the little
aitfield. An adjustment is needed to reich the main
gate, which is near the cast side of the airfield. So at
Indian Trail, Conder Road begins its lazy curve to the
cast, and then a bit later curves again to straighten
of cake. But too oficn over the years, Marines and
others have tried to do it 100 rapidly; or, thinking they
are all bus home, they have dozed off —often with fa-
tal results. 7

Hugh McIndoe Jones, called “Chicf” was born in
Stockholm, Sweden, in March of 1949, while his father
was there with the family on naval attache duty fol-
lowing World War 11. After his fatal accident, there
was 2 memorial mass for Hugh Jones ar the Catholic
Chapel on 24 August 1965, Burial followed at Ading-
ton Narional Cemetery outside Washington, DC.
Thereafter, those annual schoolboy basketball tour-
naments hosted by the Marines in Fwentynine Palms
were known as the “Chief Jones Tournaments.”

At the end of 1965, newly promoted Brigadier
Jones as commanding general. Jones was off to Viet-
nam, where he scrved this tme 2s Director of the
Combat Operations Center st Headqumc:s Milicary
Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) in Saigon.
Latet, hé had otheér command assignmernts in Vietnam,
including the 3d Marine Division as 2 major general.
Asaheummntgcneml he headed Fleet Marine Force,
Pacific, in Hawaii. He retired 1 September 1972,

And, last but not least for the historical events of
1965, on 20 July 1963, there came on board the base
a corporal from Camp Pendleton with a set of orders
ﬁkpcnmncntdutyasignmcntinthcdesert.(iorpoml

*Gmuﬂ]&umgunmddmmmmdupmndmme&d
during the Vietnam War years, and a bit beyond.
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1da Endsley Burchman, of Pasadena, Texas—the first-
ever female Marine assigned to Twentynine. She was
marricd to 2 Marine here — a prerequisite 2t the time.
He was Staff Sergeant Robert E. Burcliman, who ran
the base photo lab.

These were the days, going back forever, when the
militaty took its cues from cocducational colleges,
where from the start, officials assumed the role of “pat-
ents on the campus” for young ladies rooming and
boarding away from home. At Twentynine Palms in
1965, there was no *‘secute sorority house” such as the
one at Pendleton and some other places where access
to and from the building was controlled, and a *house
mother” in the person of a female Marine officer (aid-
ed by a stff of women ancsandlvdutyNCOs
always keeping an eyc on the doors.) This situation
continued at Twentynine Palms until fate 1967, or early
1968. Until then, from soon-to-be Setgeant 1da Burch-
man onward, 2 woman Marine could get permanent-
ly assigned to Twentynine Palms only if she were
married to 2 male Marine assigned to the desert, or
to 2 male Marine officially retired there. Navy nusses
had atrived in 1961, of course, but they were, after afl,
officers of the medical profession. Nutses had served
with the milivary, including combat ateas and foreign
shores, from at least 1854 when Britains Florence
Nightingale and her other “lamp ladies” went off to
the Crimean War. At Twentynine Palms, the Navy
nurses had the wherewithal to rent homes in town;
ot the rank to live in their own private spaces in
officers’ country..

By carly 1968, with 2 special building set aside for
them, there were about 20 women Marines on board
‘Fwentynine Palms. More were on the way, to total pear-
ly 30 by the end of that year. The seniot woman Ma-
tine in Febtuary 1968 was Master Sergeant Eloise R.
Smith Kirby, recently promoted to that rank by Licn-
tenant Colonel Charles R. Kucharski, Jr., officet in
chazge of Sub-Unit 1 of Communications and Elec-
tronics School Battalion. Elois Kirby by that time had
been in the Marine Corps for 19 years. She was in
charge of the C&E school testing section.

At gbout this same time in 1968, Licutenant
Colonel Patricia A. Maas came to Fwentynine Palms
a5 Base G-1. This well-known Matine Corps name was
helping to improve opportunitics for women in the
Cotps. Pat Maas was the daughter of Major General
Reserve. After duty during Wordd War I days, Mel Maas
had served in Congtess from 1926 until 1944. Pare of
his duties in the U8, Congress put him on the Naval



Affairs Committee, and there he originated a bill to
aliow women permanent roles in the militaty services.
General Maas tetited from the Matine Corps reserve
in 1952, with by then nearly all of his eyesight gone.
But for many more yeass he championed the cause of
the Marine Corps, and of women in the Armed Forces.

By this time, Pat Maas had served in many a clime
and place. Commiissioned in 1950, she had been on
duty at Pendleton; Boston; Lejeunc; Hawaii; Washing-
ton, DC. (where she had been commanding officer
of the Woman Marine Company at Henderson Hall —
that barracks across the street from Headquariers Ma-
tine Corps); San Francisco; and Quantico. She held
a bachelor of arts degree in social sciences from San
Francisco College:

It was perhaps fitting that mere women Marines
were arriving that year at Tventynine Palms (and else-
where.) Women Masines counved 1968 as cheir 25th
anniversary year, and.in San Francisco at 4 converition
of women Matines, the U.S. Post Office issued a com-
mermiorative post card in their honor. (In another
fashion of reckoning, it had becn 50 years since Ms.
Opha M. Johnson enlisted for duty in the Marine
Corps Resetve, on 13 August 1918.)

Erernal Father, grant we pray,
To all Marines, both night and day,
The courage, honor, suength and skill
Their land to serve, Thy Law fulfilf;
Be Thou the Shield for-ever-more
From every peril to ‘the Corps.
Chaphain James Emmere Seim,
Licutenant Commander, CHC, USN

This was a new verse for the Navy Hymmn, officially
adopted, and it was pethaps appropriate that The Ob-
sérvarion Post pxmtcd it in the 4 March 1966 issue,
and séemed to claim it for special ownesship ar Twen-
tynine Palms. This new base, after all, was éntering
its fitst wat under 2 command flag of its own. Middle
sections of the base aewspaper began to be devoted
quarters on the base were occupied solely by wives and
inaugurated the previous year became more and more
significant, Now the ladies “manned” special service
“shops” such as the base theater, stables, ceramics,
libraty, bowling alley, and golf course. More volunteers
were necded, and letiets were going-out to all depen-
dent women of the commaond. By this time, General
Wallace M. Greene, Jr., had heard of the Lassies of
Twentynine Palms. From the Commandant’s office, a
message lauded the women ‘of the desert, plus. the
command, and Greene utged other commands o take
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up such programs for the duration of the Viétnam
War.

On the first of April 1966, the basc hospital (which
has never really hroken all ties with the Naval Hospi-
tal, Camp Pendleton) celebrated its fifth anniversary
at Twentynine Palms. Senior medical officer was Com-
mandez Arthar D. James, the Chief Nusse was Com-
mander Maty C. Montaguc. Special notice also went
to Hospitalman First Class R. O. Carter, who, every-
body agreed, had “come in with the lumber” when
the hospital ‘started its life in the desen:

That April the base hosted the schoolboy basket-
ball rournamerir, Some 740 schioolboys showed up for
this 8th Annual Twentynine Palms Iavitational Basket-
ball Toutnament, which was called (so far, unofficial-
ly) the “Chief Jones” tournament in memory of the
son of General and Mss. Jones, Also on hand with the
schoolboys were actor Frank Sutron, “Gunnery Ses-
geant Viice Carter” of the “Gomer Pyie USMC” tel-
evision show; and Burt Ward, “Robin” of the “Bat
Man” television series.

On 5 July, the first Redeye Missile School in the Ma-
tine Cotps: began classes at Twentynine Palms, with
49 students. Commanding officer of the school was
Captain John W. Spivey. On 9 September, the first
¢lass graduared. Thirry-five students made the grade;
diplomas were: presented by Licutenaat Colonel Met-
ton R. Ives, commanding officcr of the Marine Air
Reserve Missile Training Detactiment of El Toro. Also
onhmdwasImSykes an executive of General Dy-
nariics, manufacturers of this, “the world's smallest
guided missile” infantry support weapon for air
defense. Another visitor from General Dynamics—
not otherwise identified by The Observaiion Post—
came alongasaspecﬂlgucst' even though he had
wotked ofi the Redeye breed sincé 1938, he never had
séen one fired.

Then, at the end of July, General Banoing depart-
ed for a two-year tour with the JC8 Joint Staff. The
new commander was not yer on hand. This was
Brigadier General Regan Fuller, 4 recipient of two Sil-
ver Star Medals for combat performance op Guadal-
canal. Nawhewnswmdmgnpatourm\ﬁemam
where he served, among other. assignments, as chicf
of staff of Il Marine Amphibious Force. Meantinie,
as had happened between Generals Vicoty and
Bowser back in eady 1959 (when Colonels McCoy and
Hemph:ﬂﬁﬂcdmfo:aumcatBascﬂndIhm'ﬁoops,
respectively), two colonels held the reins until Regan
Fuller arrived. These were Colonel Henry M: Wellman,
Jr., for the base, and Colone! Nat M. Pace for Force
Troops. They filled in for about two months, undl
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Cpé Bernard Lee, & gradsuate of the Redeye Missile School, demonstrates the missile's oper-
ation for Marine Corps Commandant, Gen Robert E. Cushmuan, Jr, in the fall of 1972.

Fuller arrived and assumed command on 3 October
1966.

In the fall, the first increment of construction for
the Communications and Electronics School was about
12 percent complete, the contract supervisor, Licu-
tenant John A. Gunther, USN, told The QObservation
Post. This amounted to eight new buildings, plus
tenovations and addirions, to provide some 59,000
squate feet of space including labs and classtooms. The
R. ]. Webb Company, Inc., of Riverside, was doing this
work, on a contract amounting to approximately $2.3
million. This phase was to be completed ini spring of
1967.

At the end of the year, Hank Weliman went over
the side into retirement from the base chief of staff
job. His replacement was a Medal of Hogor recipient,
Colonel Carl L. Sitter, who as 2 rific company com-
mander had come out of the Chosin Reservoir with
the st Marine Division in the winter of 1950 in Korea,
Earlier; in World War II, he had:eamed the Silver Star
Medsl on Guam.

Another old-timet retired at Twentynine Palms that
winter. This was Staff Sergeant John A, “Jack” Mur-
dock, and his outfit, the 5th 8-Inch Howitzer Bartery
(Self-Propelled) did him the honors. Jack Murdock
came into the Marine Corps in Portland, Maine, in
November 1939. In World War 11, Jack Murdock
fought with the 1st Marine Division at Guadalcanal,
Cape Gloucester, and Peleliu. At the end of the war,

he wis in the States again, on the color guard at the
Marine Barracks at Eighth and [ Sureets in Washing-
ton. He did special guard duty at President Roosevelt’s
“Shangti La," later named “Camp David.” After that,
Murdock left the Marine Corps for a time, but then
returned for Korea. Following that wat, he had a num-
ber of duty stations, had been at Twentynine Palms
in 1945, then went to Vietnam where he served with
the 3d Battalion, 12th Marines. Now, with that Navy
Wave he met and married after World War II, Mary
L. Davis of Marzietta, Ohig, he would retite in Twen-
tynine Palms,

But time marches on. The Obiservation Post a year's
end reminded one and all that the postal ZIP codes
would be a must; effective 1 January 1967; 92278 for
the base; 92277 for the town of Twentynine Palms. But
that was all right, because by mid-year, Marines did
not have to remember their old Marine Corps serial
and file numbers any more. Henceforth, for both
officers and enlisted, the Social Security number would
do the trick.

Early in 1967, now that a number of Marines were
retutning from tours in Viemam, Force Troops artillery
units began to be rebuilt at Twentynine Palms. Now
called the Sth-Ficld Artillery Group, this unit started
in Fchruary with four officers and 27 enlisted Marines.
Licutepant Colonel Andrew E. Hare was the com-
manding officer. Captain Vincent D. Sweeny was com-
manding officer of Headquarters Battery; Captain



Victor B. Snider commanded the Searchlight Battery;
and Major King D. “Tiny” Thatenhurst commanded
the 7th 155mm Howitzer Battery. Soon the 5th 8-Inch
Howitzer Battety, commanded by Major Robert D.
Jameson, joined the group.

Also on hand at Twentynine Palms at the tirne was
the 9th Communications Battalion, commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel Miles M. Hoover, J1., and in mid-
March this outfit had a special promotion ceremony
for Lance Corpotal R. R. Ziolkowski, who had takenr
an heroic route to his corporal stripes. Eady in Febru-
ary, Ziolkowski, a driver, saw another Marine Corps
vehicle butning alongsidea road. He grabbed his own
fire extinguisher and attacked the blaze. When he saw
flames flicking around the gasoline tank; he crawled
undetneath and finished putting out the fire. “Thus,”
read his meritorious mast at the promotion ceremo-
oy, “saving major damage to 2 $3,000 truck”

In March, April, and May, West Coast Matines, plus
the 1st Marine Brigade from Hawaii, activated a Sth
Marine Expeditionary Brigade, commanded by
Brigadier General Regan Fuller. The brigade held a
command post exercise, then a landing on the beaches
at Camp Pendleton, followed by a ficld excrcise ashore.
Participants, in addition to Fotce Troops and the
Hawaiian Brigade, included the 5th Marine Division
(2 Vietnam war baby) then occupying Pendleton, and
clements of the 3d Marine Aircraft Wing from El Toro.
“Exercise Alligator Hide” it was called, pethaps to rike
note of the fact that units such as these really came
out of the hide of a2 Marine Corps very heavily com-
mitted in Vietnam,

Sad notes came with greater regularity from Viet-
nam now. A “more than typical” one came in carly
June, One Matine killed in Vietnam was Gunnery Ser-
geant Ralph W. Smith. Before he went to Vietnam
he had been at Twentynine Palms since 1959, and had
béen & stand-out volunteer for the Twentynine Palms
CoﬁaAmnauon. the Little League, the Chief Jones

Schoolboy Basketball Tournament, and che Dolphin
Swim Team, Gunny Ralph Smith was sutvived by his
in Twentynine Palms.

For another old timer, the summet of 1967 brought
a departure of another sort—normal retirement from
an on-again, off-again Marine Corps career which in-
cluded service with Old Gimlet Eye himsclf, Brigadier
General Smedley Butler, in Tientsin, China, in 1927.
Gunnery Sergeant Alton D, “Doug” Culbertson, then
a young Marine not long out of boot camp, remem-
bers that fearful day before Chrisnmas 1927, when the
big fite started at the Standard Oil Planton the banks
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of the Hai River in Ticotsin, For four days, 2,000
Marines—off 2nd on—fought the fire; at one time,
carly on, they formed 2 human “bucket” brigade and
passed gasoline tins out of adjoining warchouses.
Doug Culbertson remembered that Smedley Butler
himself was often in the bucket brigade.

Among his many souveniss, in 2ddition to a sharp
and vivid memory of thosc days and others, Gunny
Culbertson had a photograph of Budler, and other
officers, at the Race Course in Tientsin, waiting for
some visiting dignitary to atrive in 2 light plane. All
planes were light in those days, Doug said. And when
he retired in the sunset parade, as one of six Marines
departing that night, Gunny Culbertson said the base
a:Twentynchalmsthcnawnedmorcmomrmns-
port than did the entire Marine Cotps when he fibbed
(a bit) about his age and enlisted in 1927. Alton Doug-
las Culbertson, 209694, U.S. Marine Corps. He stayed
in Twenitynine Palms, in a very saug harbor of 2 home
in the Indian Cove area. His wife, Naomii, is an attist
and member of the local Art Guild.

At mid-year, the Communications and Electronics
School began its move from San Diego up to the
desert. First to make the move was Lieutenant Colonel
Charles R. Kuchanski, Jt., with his Marine Tactical Data
Systems Maintenance School. He brought approxi-
m:m:ly 100 Marines, to get organized for what by later
in the fall wasto be an operating school with 400 stu-
dents, Three morte schools were then on tap to move
up later— Basic Electronics; Operations and Commu-
nications; and Telecommunications Maintenance.

The first increment of building and preparing had
finished, and, as this fitst school was ready to resume
classes in September, out came the ribbon curters.
Congressman Jerry Pettis, always a friend of the Corps
at Twentynine Palms, snipped the ribbon. General
Fuller and other local officers were on hand, as was
Colonel James A. Blakely, the commanding officer of
C&E Schools, up from San Diego.

Lassics, those loyal volunteers who kept the “home
fires burning™ at special services activities, ended the
yeat by honoring Mis, V. L. Cullman, one of two otigi-
nal participatits, as she prepared to depart the base
with her husbind, the base’s sergeant major. A
monogrammed bracelet was presented o M.
Cullman by General Fuller, and be noted that she had
logged some 325 volunteer hours, mainly as cashier
at the Base Theater, The Cullmans were off to duty
on Guam.

Meantime, Mrs. Lioncl D. Rogers, who had been
Lassie coordinator for a year; had been replaced by Mis,
Frangis I. Fenton, Jt., who was living on boazd the base



with her children while husband “Tke” served in Viet-
aam with the 3d Marine Division. Unftmumte'ly, il
health soon forced Ellie Fenton to.give up the Lassie
job* The program contintied. Ms. Joseph A. Mallety,
Jr., wife of the base legal officer, became chief coor-
dinator.

Near the end of 1967, Base Fire Chief Stewart D.
Knight signed up for a one-year civil service hitch in
Vietnam, at Da Nang, and General Regan Fuller com-
mended him in a send-off.

Then came a permanent transfer not moarned at
all. In the fall, accountability for those 100 “relocata-
ble” houses near the main gate passed to the property
administration office of the federal government's
Office of Economic Opportunity, Washington, DC.
Farewell fragile piloc lights, and the scotpions and
black widow spiders thereunto pertaining.

In 1968, as the Vietnam War continuéd, the base
at Twentynine Palms noted more and more participa-
tion in memorial scrvices for Marines throughout the
parades were held for the presentation of medals and
awards carmned in Vietnam by Marines now retutning
to the desert for duty.

A note of commendable enterprise: in the spring
a local retired military man was brought into the small
hospital on the base suffeting from 2 heart arrack. Af
tei he was cared for by Navy doctors, thete still was
a need for close monitoring of his hearr. Sophisticat-
¢d equipment was not at hand, but doctoss did not
want to move the man to a large hospital down be-
low. Hospitalman Second Class R. D. Smith and
Hospitalman T. L. Gemmer ¢came up with the solu-
rigged it to measure the clectronic impulses from the
patient’s heart, and thus gave doctors a better “fix”
on how the man was doing.

In the fall, the base's chief of staff, Colonel Howard
A. “Howic” Westphall went off to Vietnam, and his
wife, Nannette, staged on board and became the new
coordinaror for Lassies. Colonel Bernard M. Boress be-
came the new chicf of swff. In October, the 2d LAAM
Batralion came back from Vietnam; and just before
resumed duties as Base Fite Chief.

As the finzl year of the 1960s began, much fight-
Virginia Ridge, Pipestone Canyon, to name a few of
the operations), but 1969 also was the year when
Richard Nixon became president on the promise that
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he would begin to extricate the nation from the un-
popular Vietnam involvement. “Vietnamization,” this
plan began to be called. Mote and more, it turned
the war over to the South Vietnamese, and at the same
time diminished US. manning lewels in country.
Strengths of stateside installations began to increase
as individuals and units left Vietnam for home duty
again. Often units were “zeroed out” in Vietnam, and
then reorganized statcside.

Early in 1969, most of the Marines from Twenty-
nine Palms spent neatly a week helping neighboring
from mud 2nd sand washed onto homes, roads, and
strects. Army troops from Fort Irwin also were on hand,
as wete Ait Force personnel around Norton and March
Air Force Bases, Federal, state, and San Bernardino
County resouurces were called upon for relief. Hardest
hit were the communities or areas of Big Bear, Yuai-
pa, Mount Baldy, and Loma Linda.

Shortly after the storm, Brigadier General Carl W.
Hoffman assumed comrand from Regan Fuller. A na-
tive of Omaha, Nebraska, and a graduare of Drake

BGen Carl W. Hoffman accepts the uwit colors from

Birew Begaw Failfer durmp rbe change of command

ceremony beld gt Tiveniynine Palms on 25 March 1965,
Marine Corps Hssorecs) Colleroon




University in Des Moines, Iowa, Carl Hoffman enteted
the Marine Cotps in much the samc fashion as did
Bill Jones, Twentynine's commander in 1964-65 —via
thie college-oriented Platoon Leaders Class (PIC) pro-
gram. During World War II, Hoffman fought at
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, and Tinian, was wound-
ed twice, and earned the Silver Star Medal on Saipan.
In the Korean War, he commanded the 3d Battation,
1st Marines, ‘and later served on the staff (Assistant
G-3) of the 1st Marine Division, He cime to Twenty-
niine Palms from thie war in Vietnam, whete heé served
2s the assistant division commander of the 3d Marinie
Division; as commanding general of Task Force Hotel;
andhmuopemmtﬁcahmumneAmphsba-
ous Force. General Hoffman faced the exacting task
of gathering retunning fotces at Fwentynine Palms and
beginning peacetimie training programsand cycles all
over again®

Generals Hoffman and Fuller had in effect, raded
jobs. Regan Fuller went out to Vietnam and the 3d
Matine Division. Polly Fuller, his wife, remained in
Twentynine Palms and became coordinapor of that Las-
si¢ program which still was needed until more Ma-
rines got home again to stateside duty.
halls 2, 3, 5, and 6 underwent a spiffy trearment:
indoor-cutdoor catpeting for a new level of “civiliza-
don,” colorful fiteproof drapes, sterco music wafting
from mysterious soutces. Now they weze to be called
“dining halls” (later “dining facilities”). Old Gunny
Doug Culbertson, sitting in the sun and remember-

*Ower the yeats, Fwentyhine Palms hes been blessed by an ua-
ending parade of populas and accomplished commanding gener-
als. While some of the rest of us may have been assigned 1o the
desery fior & “rwilight croise” this mever has been the case with gemeral
officers. Mone ha been meore sccomplished and mlenced than Carl
Hoofiman. Before he was selecred fu Flag rank, he served a3 2 oloned
in the enoting Policy Analyss Division st Hesdquamess, Marine
Corps, then ax miliry secretary o Genernl Wallace M. Greene.
Jr. the Commandany, Carl Hoffman has & meseer's degree in in-
on. DNC ) Afrer Wordd War 11, he wrose che official himoricsl
monogriphs of the Seipan and Timion cempaiges Mo wnmen
by him has been published. And las, bur not least, Cad Holiman
is am arvie wich che wrumpes — of the mliher which would bave ema.
bled ham 1o srmnd im with che lilkes of Harry James, Louis Amarmng.
Lo Waren, Bob Scobey . . . Ay commander of the ba Marines
it Camp Pepdleon in 1963, he sen the ambor off 10 the Wenem
wpsici, lmer berame the ba Bamabion. Sth Mannes in Viemmam.
In those final days of the old mansplacemens sprem. o was cus-
tesmary e bodd wolumiary services in e camp chapel befoee ship.
peng cut. Chaplaim snd commmanden were expeoed 1 my & few
iy, Coloned Carl Hoffman's “few wonds™ oo thar ocrssion amoun.
wd toa trumper salo, 8 medley of relsgious send pasriocic pumben.
As ke finmbsed, ther was sarchy & dry eye in the howse.

ing when he protected the Intemational Settlement
in Tientsin back in 1927, might have snorted in deri-
sion, Would we next train Marines to lift 2 pinky while
dining in those facilities? (We were all to be pleasant-
Iy shocked, in the 1970s, when the “Holiday Inn” bar-
racks came along?)

General Hoffman tells 2 “moving” story about this
setiod:

The obvious need for additional recreational ficilitics
catiged e to embireee someéone’s idea (pethaps it was fmine)
thar e ponstruct 4 ke on or pear the Bae. Thiough cooper.
ation wich local civilian agencses, we selecred wn off-base sice
m:Cuppe:MwnmA!mmumdrm&tps
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Thie organic engincer unit 3t Twentynine Palms co-
thusiastically catved out the two lakes, and built the bepms
that would protect against Bach floods, sindstorms, and the
ravages of parure.

Buit where would we gec enoupgh water in the desent 1o
il che two lakes? The answer, of course, was a deep weli.
But who would piy for the drilling? A civilian agency
. . . provided the mopey ($560,000, ] think).

A fow monchs later the leke beds were ready to receive
watet, and the well was ready to pump. The time was ripr
w dedicate the Bcility with pomp and circurnstanicr,

The Commandunt of the Marine Comps, Gerperal Leomard
F Chapenan, accepaed my instaiaon to atiend the dedies-
tmn oeemesry. Uning & fathed ik | properly decorend
with pedd, whise, asul blue bunting] as 4 speaben’ placioem,
we aestibbed a ooy of dignicasiee Fach spoke beiefly, cm-
phasizing the tecoratsnnal memn of the project. and agoll-

The pageeniy compleied, s turned on che tap. Within
& few daye. the lakey weee about half full, snd we were dis-
cammg what kinds of boars we would purchase snd who
woiald fistmush lifrgaards.

Ansd then it heppened. Ay our night senary et the sive
stoad (his lenely vl he isddenly brand the strangest sound
ber el herwid im his Foung life. He desonbed it larer as che
“sloap-whomb™ thar woald be procuced by 100 soilexs flush-
g simmdimneously Inoa maner of seoonds, all the warer was
gone, and our “lakn" were dry boles in the goand. Same.
thing had pulled the phig. The deserr landsape renzmed
o noemal.

My dmappoinement was monemenial. Mow, I8 prsm laer,
[ cun lamigh about s buat, st the tme, there was na joy in
. | sipposr we coahl haer imed again, bowe didn’c
womned the desert was iclling v somoching. % heeded che

messpr.!

In 1969, 2 new $4 million construction increment
began for the Communications and Electronics Schiool
complex. This oneé (Phase 1) in the hands of the Riba
Construction Company of La Mesa, called for the
removal of 16 old Butler buildings between 8th and



concrete buildings, each of which would provide some
31,000 square-feet of offices, classrooms, and labora-
tories for the ever-expanding school.

Navy Lievitenani Joseph M. Stevens, now the Resi-
dear Officer in Charge of Construciion, was nor only
oversering this large contract, but soon he was able
asmﬂtomnaumplansﬁatwnsumandupgmd—
ing of the commissary store. The Heathman Construc-
tion Compaty of Palm Sprittgs wis going to do- this
one: cost was about $452,000; and planncd comple-
tion was in catly 1970.

Another pleasanc—anid well deserved —suitprise. Af-
ter world-wide judging, The Observasion. Post. was
named the best Atmed Forces letterpress newspaper
for 1968; marked on content, layout; and makeup. Scr-

geant David Butler, who had been ediror of the OP
during much of the award-winning year, flew from
Vietnam to Williamsburg, Virginia, to reccive the
award. Then he flew to Twentynine Palms to hand the
award on to General Hoffman, who commended him
and the curient staff of the paper.

Theq, at year's'end, the Viemnam wartime units such
a5 the 5th Field Artillery Group and Company D of
the 13¢h Engineer Battalion changed their names, AE
ter tailing off into individual otders from Vietnam,
Marines were showing up again to beef up stateside
units undet old familiar names; the 1st Field Artillery
Group and Company A, 1lth Engineer Bauzlion.
SomconcmdMann&camchackfmmemamto
the desert to “free a Lassie for housewotk again.” Mostly
this made for mistual happincss.



CHAPTER §
New Mission

As 1970 began, more and more Marine units were
preparing to leave Vietnam under the provisions of
President Nixon's Vietnamization plan. There was
much fighting left, but with less and léss participa-
tion by ever-smaller Marine forces; although, 4s a miat-
ter of fact, Marine aviation and communpications units
were present to the last, and Marines of the embassy
detachment in Saigon climbed up that ladder on the
embassy toof and into helicopters in those final houts
in 1975. But for Twentynine Palms, manning levels
were on the increase again.

So far, plans for Twentynine Palms amounted to
more of the same, mostly an arillery base, plus its
Communications and Electronics School, and the latge
training area for regulars and reserves. The desert base
certainly was not going to go away. Here in the first
year of the new decade, $800,000 came on line for im-
provement of the base water system. Two new wells
were put down. out beyond Surprise Sptings, with
clectric-dtiven turbine pumps in two pump houses
comiplete with new chlorination equipment. There
were new pipes put down for collection lines from
these and older wells, along with electric controls for
those wells. Then, finally, 10 miles of new 20-inch
water main to mainside. The new commissary store
opcnedinﬂ:cmaingancma,twwdzs:he“ﬁmcom
missary store constructed entirely from funds derived
from profits.” The contract had been let the previous
spring.

1a the fall of 1970, at no cost to the government,
a new United Services Organization (USO) building
was dedicated in downtown Twentynine Palms’ Four
Corners arca. Mrs. Allene Hoffman, wife of the com-
manding general, cut the ribbon and General Hoff-
man accepted a ceremopidl key from USO
Commissioner William J. Parkins of the Western Tet-
ritory of the Salvation Ainy, the unit responsible for
the USQ at Twentynine. This USQ remained popular
and much used by local servicemen, women, and their
families for some five more years. Then, this one, one
of the last two remaining as “base side” USOs (the
other was someplace in Montana) was closed, along
with that other one, as no longer supportable from
the donations from a grateful citizenty.

In October 1970, 2 couple of artillery units came
back from Vietnam to rejoin the ist Field Artillery
Group. These were the 1sc 8-Inch Howitzer Battery
(Self Propelled) commanded by Captain Thomas R.
Siggins; and the 3d 175mm Gun Battery (Self-
Propelied) commanded by Caprain Carl W. Neier. Hot
scoop had it, also, that the 4th Baualion, ilth Ma-
rines also was on its way from Da Nang. It had left
the desert in 1965 near the start of heavy US. involve-
ment. Now it was bringing back, dlong with mesn,
weapons, and gear, 2 Presidential Unit Citation, a
Meritotious Unit Ciration, plus a Seuth Victnamese
award —the Gallantry Cross with Palms.

At about the same tinie, Licutenarnt Coloncl
Richatd O. “Owen” Gillick retutned to the desert to
assumé command of the Field Artillery Group, replac-
ing Lieutenant Colonel John A. Hamilton. Owen Gil-
lick had been at Twentynine first back in 1954. a5 2
first lieutenant; he served as executive officer and later
commanding officer of Battery B, 1st 155mim Howit-
zer Batralion. Now his rank ornaments and pay had
improved, along with increased. responsibilities, but
his new office was right back in that same building
he occupied during that 1954 duty*

“Old home weeks” in a variety of forms and visits
continued. Among those of the year which included,
of many, one by that former.artilleryman of the desert,
General Leonard E Chapman, Jr., now Commandant,
was the visit in. December of Lieutenant General Wil-
liam K. Jones, who was commanding Fleet Marine
Force, Pacific. He retired on 1 September 1972.

General Jones' replacement, Lieutenant General
Louis H. Wilson, had an idea about the base at Twen-
tynine Palms. Evenrually, that idea not only did a great
deal to change the desert base, but also changed the
way the Marine Corps conducted its air-ground tacti-
cal training,

Before all that came to pass, time marched on for
that longest climb up to the desert ever logged by

*Owen Gillick retired here:asa colonel in 1975, with his family,
and joined the seaff of College of dhic Desert (laser Copper Moun-
tain College).
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A 1974 aeral view fook morth toward the arvtrp awad “masande” Ticentymime Pl

Marines— those communicators and comfninication
repair techricians of the Communications and Elec-
trottics School. Not only was this C&E move from San
Diego to 'Bﬂentynme Pa]ms slowcd somcwhat hy the
mumcammdclcmamescanunucﬂtogmwalmnst
beyond all techniezl bounds while the movement was
uniderway. It reminded one of that stick Abraham Lin-
coln said he once found in the woods:. a stick so
ctooked it could not lie'still. The C&E business was
30 busy ane could not get a hold of it; and all during
the Vietnam war, all units-camored for more and bet-
ter equipment and expere Marines to use it.

As a school, C&AE traced rs ongins back to the 1st
Signal Company of Quantico, Yirginia, in 1932, In
January 1943, it became the Post Signal Bartalion at
Quanucu;,m{)ctobctofthatyean it moved 1o New
River (Camip Iejeunc), Nosth Carolina to, become the
StgndBtmlm'&ammngter bmenbct 1944,
rining Commrmd Camp LeJeune. In An—
gus:and Scptcmhc: 1946, it went west to Camp Pen-
dleton where it sertled in the Del Mar arca aloag with
the Radio School from Matine Barracks, Phﬂadelph;a
Ever growing, the school left Peadleton. in 1950 for
San Diege;, whete it wok up residenice 4t the recruit
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depot uader the pame Communications-Electronics
School Battalion:

Bven int “modesn™ times {from thee 1950s), the school
badgrown from an annual student populzhon flow
of 50010 800 to (by the time major units got to Tven-
tynine ‘Palms in .1971) 2,000 te 2,500,

Phase Il of the C&FE construction finished in Janu-
ary 1971, and some 700 mose of the school students
and their instructors came up to the desert. The com-

ding officer, Colonel Chatles W, “Bill” Blyth,

camie up for a tibbon cutting on 20 Januaty 1971, 2nd
said there were some $6.8 million invested in the new
fac Teeatynine. On 2 Febraary, he came back
ap with the school coloss and made a presentation to
the commanding genetal, Carl Hoffman.

Corps Commuinications-Electronics School. By then,
it trained 33 military occupational specialties (MOSs)
in 51 separate cousses; and there still wete more
courses, stedents, and staff to make the move later
from San Diégo.

With the Vietnam Wat contiguing to wind down,
and there being time foi the planning of all sorts of
“mpe yarn Sunday™ ideas, Brigadier General Harry C.
Olson, who commanded the other desert place in




California, the supply base at Barstow, said to Casl
Hoffman of ‘Twentynine Palms that he thoughs the
deser:amhhshmmmaughttogotogcthcrandsctup
a summer-winter recreation ares in the mountaifis at
Big Bear. Desert heat a morale problem? Go up to
the cool mountain. Fish in the summet and lounge
under the tall pines: Ski in wintet, and lounge in front
of the fire places in eight atrtactive “A” frame “Alpine”
cottages built by Company A of the 1ith Engineer Bat-
talion. The Marines also built 2 lodge, and prepared
places for campers and for vents, Non-appropristed
speuﬂsemeeﬁmdsprmdedthcmom and user fees
added to this. A low-cost lease dgreement was worked
out with Don R. Bauet, supervisor of the San Bernardi-
noNamnalFotcst It was all very pleasant, and much
used by Marines both from Barstow and from Fwen-
tynchalms asweﬂasothchannesmdmﬂxta:y
personnel on 2 space-available basis. Howevér, mar-
tied Marines with young families were the. primary
users, Younger Marines from Fwentynine and Barstow
did not want to look ar a deserr for 2 week ot two—or
a month—and then go look at 2 mountain on their
time off. Give them the lights of the big crries!
The camp ar Big Bear which began operations in
the £l of 1971, hung on for a few years. It was pleasant

and teasonable for those who used ic. It did nor cost
much for Basstow and Twentynine Palms to maintain
until the winter of 1973-74, when some mote of thar
bad weather came along. Then there was read work,
camp site wotk, and, perhapsbemuse of all the water,
the plhunbing began to give wouble, wo.

Brigadier General Schmid, then at Basstow, called
Brigadier General William G. Joslyn at Twentynine
Palms with, as Bud Schmid put it, “an offer you car’t
sefuse” General Schmid had ‘talked the “high-paid avi-
ators” at ! Toro into vaking over the mountain camp
at Big Bear: Not-only did they have 2 greater populs-
tion, but it was casiet to “sell” a mountdin retreat 61
ashlodgctoancswhocmﬂdspendmnmgliheny
in bright lights whenever they: wanted.

Inthespnngof1971 Carl Hoffman, who had been
selected for mhajor general (and was promoted at the
change of commiand ceremony and awatded a gold star
in licu of a second Legion of Merit for his petformance
at Fweatynine Palms) was off 1o command the recruit
depotat Partis Idand. Command at Teentynine passed
to Brigadier General Paul G. Grahanm, that long-age
aide to Geneiral Pepper who had been 1o Tweatynine
Pailms in that capacity in 1952. As a sifle platoon lead-

Am aerial view of the tuw large white radlar domes and vew comsiruction, center left, tak-
g place in the Communication: and Electromics School srea in the early 19703,
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Deacon Armold Lodge, headguarters of the Marrae Corpes Recreatsonad Facility ar Big Bear,
war waed By Marwes statiomed at both Twewtymine Falmi and Barirow, Califormia.

ef, Paul Graham had fought during World War 1 a
Guam and Iwo Jima Afrer the war, he commanded
the 2d Reconnaissance Baptalion at Camp Lejeune,
then did a “Med Cruise" a commndes of 1sa Barral-
ion, 2d Marines. In 1964, he graduated from the Norh
Adantic Treary Orpanization’s Defense College in
Paris, and then served in Europe on NATO staff, In
1967 he served, 35 & colonel, in the Viemam War, fest
as 15t Marine Division G-3, then as regimental com-
mander of the Sth Marines. Afver thar, Graham com-
manded the prestigsous Marine Basracks ax Eighth and
I in the “front lawn™ of the Commandant’s CQruarters
While serving thete, he was selecred for promotion
brigadier general. And now here he was with the two-
hatted command a1 Twentynume Palms

General Graham's wour of a year and a half {(where-
upon he went back out into the Western Pacific again,
this dme o be assistant division commander of the
3d Marine Division on Okinawa) was a time of more
consdlidation, bulding, and growch for the desent
command. Additanal facilites and buildings for the
CA&F School went into contract; two old buildings from
Condor Field days were torn down near the main gare.
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The Redeye Missite School dhrived, graduating some
SﬂmGBm&mupaymsz&Elmnght
an average of about 2,000 students in 35 formal
CONESES.

On 15 Scptembes 19?2‘ g:oundmbrakm faxa

s ffective 30 Aptil 1972) the base at
Falms gm the: wmd thae ene of its own

Sdmol Shcwwbethcm(mdﬁi&hm)w-
geant Major of Women Madnes, Sergeant Major
Andler, a mative of St Paul, Minnesota, had entered
"""i'&@mMmhcﬂMShﬁmuiampm

int Major Mabel A. R. Orien, who had held the
mm:a’smpcnksm&pemmnsimiw‘fumémdlet
whic then had been: ac Twentynine Falms for a year,
wmddhmcdww;;mkmdadmmm:heumc
tof of Womeii Matine




On 17 October 1972 came another change of com-
mand for Base/Force Troops. Replacing General Gra-
ham was Brigadier General Kenneth J. Houghton, just
in from Hawaii whete he had been chief of staff of
Fleet Marnine Force, Pacific. An energetic and feisty in-
fantry unit commander; this San Franciscan in his
career commanded units in the 1st Marine Division
from the Reconnaissance Company in Korea (where
he carned dhe Silver Starand Bronze Star Medals); to
the 3d Battalion, 5th Marines in peacctime; the 5th
Matines in Vietnam (where he received. the Navy
Cross, another Siiver Star Medal, and his second and
third Purple Hearts); and, after Twentynine Palms,
commyanded the division ftself at Camp Pendleron.
During World Wat 11, he served in combat on Tarawa
and Saipar

It was oot a]l General Houghrton's doing (Genéral
Graham had shepherded much of the planning), bt
1973 started for the niew commanding general jiist the
way he liked it—on its toes and punching through any
delays. A base gymnasium finally was under constrac-
tion, across 6th Street from the end of Victory Field;
2 new Marine Cotps Exchange store was under con-
struction on Brown Road between Sthand 6th Streeis;
the sewerage freatment plant (headwatets of Eake Ban-
dini) was being improved; another $3 million was on
hand for more building for the C&E School; the en-
listed “Holiday Ion™ was. shaping up; a small and
secluded (pear the dental facility) new “residence™ was
being built for women Marines; and 100 niore segs of
quasters were.in the works for the hillside 2bove thar
first Masine Corps-built housing atea, Marine Palms,
This lasrer project, 1o be called Shadow Mountain, was
a $2.5 millios project.

Some individual Marites (plus a dependent wife)
also were “on a roll” Private Fitst Class Susan Chiester
graduared at the top of her class in Basic Elecironics
at C&E School; and what was motce, she was the only
Masgine in her 15-Marinc cousse o finish without hav-
ing to repeat.a single phase of the course—a feat not
often accomplished in that progeam. Next, she went
on to radar school.

Mis. Rita Nastri, wife of Major Anthony A. Nastri,
was selected Twenrynine Palms Military Wife of che
Year at a joint:officers-staff NCO wives luncheon at
the Staff NCO Club. A nusse; a Navy Relief volun-
tecr, and 4 Sunday School teacher among other ac-
tivities, Rita Nastti soon earned “Alternate Wife of the
Year” in Headquarters Marine Corps judging. “Now,”
said Rita with good humor, “everybody kids me about
being a number-two wife”

And then—pethaps one of those “it could happen

i

only in the Marine Corps™ episodes—in the fall of
1973, “Top T First Sergeant Fue 1. Tuitcleleapaga took
leave and went home to Western Samoa to get swormn
in as chief ofhis village, Pu'a Pu'a. Easlier in the spring,
his mother-in-law niominated him for the office, and
now he was off with his wife, Rufo, and daughter
Elizabeth, to be officially installed. “Top T then 44
years of age; said he thought he would retite to this
home town office when he left the Marine Corps.

Brigadier General Houghton got the word that he
had been selected for the rank of major general, and
that he was off to command the Is¢ Matine Division.
Brigadier Genicral William G, Joslyn, -another San
Franciscin, took the command passed on by Hough-
ton. A football player from Stanford University, he be-
came rifle platoon leader with the 2d Marine Division
in the Pacific ac the end of World War II, and went
into Japan with the division on post-war occupation
duty. Later, duting the Korean War, as 2 captain, he
served as a rifle company commanider and later as bat-
talion operations officer with the 1st Battalion, 1st Ma-
rines: There he catned the Bronze Star Medal for
combat performance. During the Vietnam War, Jos-
lyn served ‘in the combat zone rwice—once in the
1965-66 period, and later in 70-71. On that second
tous, he had been chief of staff of thie 3d Matine Di-
vision, and later chiief of staff of Il MAF. Duting ¢his
tout in Vietnam, he was selecied for proinotion to
‘brigadicr general. Within a year, Bill Joslyn was select-
ed for major general, and he was on his way again,
this time to command the 2d Marine Division at
Camp Lejeutie,

Réplacing. Joslyn ‘was that long-ago firs sapply
officet at Camp Pendleton’s Marine Corps Training
Center in the desert ar Twentynine Palms, Bud
Schmid. It was perhaps fitting that Bud Schmid had
rctum:dmzhc'ﬁventymncmlmsdcsm which he
and. his wife Masgirewa loved, at about the time it
was o become a “training center” again, this ime fof
the entire Matine Corps,

As had happened a time or two before, there was
a bit of “underfap” between Joslyn and Schmid. Dur-
mgthcmnedaysbetweenjmlynsdepmu:eonimy
1974 uneil Schimid's sssusiption of comimand, the dct-
mgmmmanderwasﬁolomlﬂbmﬁ. “Ted" Coﬁecn,_
an artillery officer who had first comie a- in
the desert in 1952 with Leonard E Chapmans regi-
ment from Pendleton. Coffeen, a Stanford classmate
of Bill Joslyn, had been Joslyn's assistant commander.
By this time, Licutenant General Louis H, Wilson
had been in tommind of Fleet Masine Force, Pacific
since September of 1972, aad he had begun 1o devise
a plan to.make more efficient use of the large desen
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BGeéri Clarence H. Schumid; the center's first supply

officer, retwrned a5 commanding gemeral i 1974,

base at Twentygine Palms—at least by his Pacific-wide
command. In this capacity, Wilson, of courss, com-

manded Bud Schmid and his Force Troops at Twenty-
nine. Wikon had been to Twentynine Palms before,

and he returned early in Schimid’s current tour. He
thought the base, a5 a training irea, had more poten-
tial than was being realized}*

General Wilson, whio camed the Medal of Henor
commanding an infantry company on Guam in World
War ll, 'rhnu.ghl dunng a flight back o Honolulu of
the impressive training conducted during the Korean
War (when Wilson was an operations officer for the
1st Marine Division) on what was then called “Nighe-
mare Range” Colonel Bob Boyd ran that range, Wil-
son secalled, where infantry units back off the line
mul&uamncwmcnamlstmpcnmnsmahw
fire, combined-arms environment. Colonel Boyd and
hmmﬁthcnmldmrdoh;cmvcmdgmcnmmthc
professional perfor ofthccnmmandctsgumg
through the sra:mng apcncncc General Wilson
thought this special training range “went a long way

*On 26 July 1984, dusing an oril history initerview, Genetal Wil-
son agreed with an-earlior obscrvation, Wilson said thavan his wip
back to Hawsii k¢ “did indeed” think Twentynine Patms had be-
come “a sheepy ditrle anvillery base™ with a much greater purential
for combinied arms trainihyg;

to developing fine officers for later years in the Viet-
nanm war*#

Back in Hawaii, General Wilson -outlined his
thoughts to his G-3, Colonel Reverdy M. “Rev” Hall,
and the head of the staff Operations Section, Colonel
Robert E. Haebel. In addition to the excellent train-
ing which General Wilson envisioned at 'Ewcmymne
Palms, he could see a way to- imiprove unit stability
hywothngd:ebngndcmHawmmmthemdmﬁs
and “transplacement” eyele, and trying to keep Ma-
rines it their battalions for three-year tours, duting
whichi they would have two separate six-month deploy-
ments overseas. Tt has never worked preciscly that way,
but ar any rate, there 'was a temporary delay in inag-
guration of the new mission for Twentynine Palms.

While staff planning continued ar Hawaii and at
Twentynine Palms, Licutenant General Wilson men-
tioned his plan to General Roberc E. Cushrmian, Jr.,
the 25th Commandant. “He seemicd to think it 'was
a good idea," Wilsen: noted, “but I never did hear any
more about it from him; and asa resulv of this, I was
convinced that in my final year at Pac, I was not go-
ing to get any sapport from Headquarters Marine
Co'tps either financially of philosophically”? Even.as
a "Pac-wide” training program, Wilson could not find
the financial wherewithal, “so as a result it fanguished
for 2 while*

What might have happened to Wilson's idea to de-
velop 4 new mission for Twentynine Palms, if in fact
hchadheenmhxsfmalenc Cotps job at Pac, is
of course an “iffy” question lost-in a world. that never
was. Inlwsmhanaymaﬁcthtsmmtohis ‘slecpy
littte artillery base” at Twentynine Palms, Wilson ad-
vanced to the rank of general, and oo 1 July 1975 be-
came the 26th Commandant of the Marine Cotps. In
the midst of many other exacting dudes, which in-
cluded the need. to clean house of too many high
school dropouts at the first-enlistment level of the Ma-
tine Cotps of thar moment, Wilson detcrmined thac
“when I was sclected to be the Commandant, 1'then
determined that I was going to make the Twentynine
Palms Base, to enlarge its mission to include [train-
ing of] all the [tactical] units of the Matine Corps®

By this timc, Bud Schmid had been selected for pro-
motion to major general, and he was off o command
the Marie Cosps Supply Activity in Philadelphia.
‘There, after a short time, health problems began to
plagw: himy; bur as the old facility at Phxladelphmbe
gan 1o be phased out, Bud was able to move to com-
mand of the Matine Corps Logistic Support Base,
Atlantic, in Albany, Geozgia. He remained there un-
il Juily 1977, when his fight with cancer diceaed that



he leave that command. A native of San Diego (bom
2 October 1921), Bud Schmid bad himself evacuared
the Pacific in his home town, He died there on 23 Au-
gust 1977.

In Wishington, D.C., the new Commandant, Gen-
ctal Wikson, selected Brigadier General Ernest K. Reid,
Jr., as the person he wanred to go to Twentynine Palms
and revive that idea for 2 new mission for the base.
General Reid, who had been wounded and capuired
by the enemy dusing the Korean War and then held
fot neatly three yeats as a POW, mmthelegnsia
tive assistant to the Comm -uvi'z
tine Corps. Thss;sapblouWﬂsmhxmsdfhadwhm
he was a brigadier general,

Also 1o Twetitynine Palmis to gear up for the new
mission went Colonel Billy D. “Bill” Bouldin, an avi-
ator then on duty at El Toro with thc 1st Maripe Air-
craft Wing. He replaced the assistant commander,
Colonel Verle B. Ludwig, who rerited. Together this
gmund—mmofRa&mdBwldmmedibmd

“ommandant Wilson's plans for the desert.

Ccm;mlwallthtplanstomkcl'mmymncl’alms
a combined arms training center for the Martine Corps
was the need for an adequate airfield 2t the base. The
old field near the myin gate, much remade 2nd ovet-
hauled, and going back almost t glider days, deady
would ‘not: support the new concepr. Said Genetal
Wilson:

1 envisioined thit anits would come from chie 2d Masine
Division and from che 15t Marine. Division, behndedm
wepmberHke gitiution and with their arrifiery slisidy there,

20 fnvo operation with & minimam of sdmintsoative delay?

Besides, the Commandant kad 2 long view on the
whole plas. Hewaim:ﬁmmﬁcldmllmyﬁam
maiside, and from any possible expansion of the town
of Twentynine Palms, so there would be oo citizens’
complaines later that airfield noise was 1. puisance.
said he cotld sce the tinie when thic Marine Corps
mtghthavcmuu'lhmtmmehhnsmthcﬁllbmk
position from El Toro—and maybe even from
Pendlcron —if ever that coastal real estate becomes too
valuable to retain,

Initially—and this was just for the basic training
idea— General Wilson ssid: “1 did not receive z lot
of support from Marine-aviation on this, inigally be-
caitse they thotight of if only as a chore which was over
and above their own flight tiaining ™ The Cormiman-
dant condnued to insise, however, and he soon got sig-
nificant help from Major General Thomas H. Miller,
Jr., who had been Wikson's chief of staff at “Pac.” and
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Marine Corps Hinogical Collertion
Cren Lowts H. Wilion, 260k Commandanst of the Ma
rine G, e I{m.:n.::.‘:n:.l" Hhe imfetun for e it
ing the Marrne Corps Air Grosnd Combar Center

now was coming o headguarters w be the Deputy
Chicef of Staff for Awvation. “Tom helped me push this.”
Wilson said later

In the same context thar General Wilson had as-
sured Brigadier General Reid that he was not “send-
ing him out to pasture” he also alked with Bill
Bouldin about the new mission plans. Bouldin, sull
at El Toro, had heard that with General Wilson com-
ing in us the new Commandant, he “was going o wum
Twentynine Palms into this big waining center for the
entire Marine Corps."® Now the Commandant said he
wanted “to especially bring in air,” and Bouldin un-
derstood this 25 not only & need to conseruct facilivies
for air operations, bur a5 2 professional mission for him
to lead the way for integrating air operations into the
sir-ground training concepts®

Ermiie Heid and Bill Bouldin talked, coast-to-coast,
before they met at Tecntyrune Palms. By the tme Rewd
asmemicd command on 17 July 1973, Bouldin had start-
ed pulling together all previows studies abour airfields
at Feentynine Palms — including the many budger-
orented thoughts about re-doing the small old air-
field near the main gate—plus the latest thinking
{from Vietnam operations and clsewhere) about new
ways to make suitable low-cost airfields. The decision



sertded on 2 C-5A-capable Bxpeditionary Airfield
“somewhere out in the desert”; and the central aim
for the lomﬂunwasthatxtbedos:enough to plenned

training exercises that it be “capable of supporting the
exescises in a real world tactical envitonment.'1©

The sitc sclecred was near Camp Wilson, that
austere ficility for reserves and others undergoing
desert training, which had been built by engineers
back. in the early days of the base. The location al-
lowed for an 8,000-foot runway, it was near the exist-
ing water giid, and far enough inside the base
boundaties so that no infringement problems could
be foteseen, Plus, Biil Bouldin said, afrer hie had scour-
cdoutgreatarcasdthcdcscrt. kete the field would
take advasitage of retrain which was situared ideally
in reference 1o prewailing winds:*

Consmzmon beg:m mjanuazy 1976 vmh Colonel

Bouldm and ius asmms. gmdod by Bngadxct Gcncr
al Reid's mission assignment, and.teined.in by tight
budget restricrions, put rogether 2 work force which
induded Marines of Company A, 7th Engincer Bat-
talioni; other Marine enginicers from Pendleton; plus
Seahees (naval construction batealion wnits), both
segular a0d reserve, from Pory Hueneme, California.

Most of the land preparation, grading, and rigging
of the aluminum matting was done by June 1976.

Planes could land, but much work still was needed
before the facility would be ready for C-341s (onie land-
ed on 13 August 1976) and C-54s {fitst landing 30
August 1978). Some ausrere buildings and other fa-
cilities remained in the planning phase, although
funds for such construction had been made awailable
for the “Matine Corps Air Grotind Combat Training
Centet” at Twentynine Palms,

The new aisfield became: 3,000,000 squire feer-of
aluminum mitting, with an 8,000-foot runway 150
feet wide. Also provided was a parallel taxiway plus
2 latge Marine aircrafi group (MAG) parking ramp on
the ‘tictical side of the field, and 2 smaller parking
ramp on the other side for aitcraft of the Milivaty
Aitlift Command (MAC). Hete the C-141s could un-
loadmdloadumtscqmmgandgomgmandﬁom
exercises; or-they could lift tactical units for training
oractual operations-anywhere in the world. A control
tower was constructed. Also added over several months
wete expeditionaty type hangars and maintenance
structures, often test or temparary buildings provid-
ed by the Developmen: Center at Quantico.

Official epening of the field came on 29 June 1976
when Lieutenant General John N. McLaughlin, along
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with members.of his FMFPac staff, landed in a C-118.
They were met by General Reid, Colonel Bouldin, and
other membes of the Twentynine Palins staff. Also
on boatd the FMFPac aircraft with McLaughlin were
Major Generals Charles D. Mize of the 1st Marine Di-
vision and Andrew W. O'Donnell of the 3d Marine
Mearwhile, ‘of course, Twentynine Palms was not
memlysmndmgmllmngﬁxusncwm&ssionmd
its new airfield: Funds which had become available
for the “expeditionasy complex” included those for
resurfacing the soft-top desett road to the Camp Wil-
son arex to make it an alt-weather blacktop route, and
money to improve the camp itself* This included, first
off, new heads to replace 12 old eight-holers which
previously dotied the camipsite, and which had to be
moved frequenily to new pits dug in the ground. Their
flimsy sheds, boards curled by desett sun, wind, and
blomngsand, often had to suffer one last assault from
visiting Marines who had had dicir aggressive spiits
sharpened in a less than gentccl environmeidit-and by
spitit-vaulting field excrcises which often caused them
o want to make one last comment about the desert
before they'saddled up to go home. After these new
head and shower facilities were completed, soon came
permanent messing structigres, 2 small but durable PX
store, and a U.S. Mail facility which maintained an
air of being a battalion mail tent somewhere at the
edgcofacombat zone, Also, something on the order
of a “poor man’s” Quonset hut, several shelters were
built, twice as long as squad tenis perhaps, and reofed
overhead by cofrugated steel roofing stood up on end
to meet a central ridge pole. perhaps 12 to 15 or so
feet high. Most units still had to set up some tents
to. make Camp Wilson work properly for them.
And while this work continued to prepare the ex-
peditionary area for the niew mission, money arid ef-
forts continued to come togethes for the relocatiots of
the lst']knkBattahonto'IbentynmePalms and to
that end planning and programming for petmanent
vank parks and maintenance famhtlcs were complet-
ed.ini April 1976, This, too, was 2 product of Lou Wil-
son's thiniking when he was at FMFPac. He believed

*Alchough hanmes of the penod unally believed thar Camp Whi-
s wirely wis mamed for their correne Commandant, the lootion
hsd Im v been nemed in che enrdy 19303 for the lare Brigadier
Genersl John B Wilson. He commanded che 12ty Marimes when
that anillery regoment was aceivared in the fall of P42 o dhe Na.
ey masmcive foees for Woeld War I Esslier, the Sampse Spongs-
Camp Wilson area had beén the taditional camp for atvillery irnits,
The; 12:hi Matiries. had beets the Pendleton antillery regiment,, as
Fmﬂthdummhhndmiqmuhnilhcﬂm'ﬂu
when the ba Maring Divisian wich as 1ch Marines was én thas war,
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Camp Wilson, originally composed of squad-size tents shown bhere, is the summer home
of thousands of Marine Corps reservists who undergo their annual training at the base.

then that the mechanized resources of Fleet Matine
Force, Pacific were not properly distributed. The form-
er head of General Wilson’s Opetations Section at
FMFPac recalled: “he [Wilson] thought tanks were vir-
tually ‘hostages’ on Okinawa (poot training areas), very
limited at Camp Pendleton (cross compartments, etc.),
and that the desert environment at Twentynine Palms
was ideal "2

At about mid-year 1976, General Reid retired from
the Marine Corps, and he was replaced on 30 June
by Brigadier General Edward J. Megatr, just in from
the Western Pacific where he had been assistant com-
mander of the 3d Marine Division on Okinawa. As
he came on board, Ed Megarr stepped into presiding
over the Ist Annual Planning Conference, already as-
sembled at Twentynine Palms, of major Fleet Marine
Force commands (both Pacific and Atlantic). Here
deailed plans would be made for the Combined Arms
Exercises (CAX) of bautalion landing teams with sup-
porting arms and air, to arrive and train at Twenty-
nine Palms on a schedule of 10 CAXs per year. Korea's
old Nightmare Range, from the memary of Lou Wil-
son and others, was now reborn.

Earlier, in the fall of 1975, the Force Troops staff,
under the guidance of General Reid, had drawn up
plans for a Tactical Exercise Control Center (TECC),
the rationale for exercise control, and exercise objec-
tives.!? All of this remained straightforward, and not
unlike similar exercises which had gone on at various
commands in the Marine corps for a great many years.
In this case, however, General Wilson left no doubt
that these exercises were more significant because they
would take place before all the eyes in the Marine
Cotps—and many more throughout the Department
of Defense. Twentynine Palms was to be a permanent
“combined arms exercise college” for all of the Ma-
rine Corps.!4 The lessons learned had 1o lead o sound
guidance and doctrine for all*

So here it was, Monte Brink’s little spit kit of a desert

*In his comments of 1984, Major General Haebel said: "Gener-
al Whlson's vision from the beginming was 1o establish a major wan-
ing faciliry at Twentynine Palms, sircamline the command stracture
and gain the full potential of this ideal training base.

As we look back today and teflect am his initial concept and
thoughts . . . it is absolutely amazing that with fow exceptions his
ideas and concepis have become reality.”



*= To Barstow To Meedles =*

Camp Wilson

L]
Espeditionary™

I_l Airfield

Mainside

"l' i'

Joshua Tree

(S
Epthern Twentynine Palms
e - i

] 1

Yucca Valley

Morongo Valley : I——"'__‘
i S -
e
Marine Corps Air Ground et e o
Combat Center National Mounment L
Twentynine Palms  [——__ !
Kilometers § i c S B | I
L2 | 1
L b

outpost between its “hot slag heap” of hills and the  Marines in combat gear and purting to the test all
alkali dustings of that dead lake on the long-ago glider  those things they learned in the books at Quantico.
training field, with yet another new lease on life.  General Wilson's vision had been the better one, when
Quantico might still claim the title as “Crosstoads of ~ he decided that Twentynine Palms was “frankly the
the Cotps” for Marines carrying books and wearing  best training area in the United States. The Atmy had
spit-shined shoes; but here was a new crossroads, for  nothing like it whatever."18
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CHAPTER 9
Toward A New Century

While things were getting organized for the new
mission, the Marine Corps at Twentynine Palms and
clsewhere throughout the world paused to com-
memorate, on 10 November 1975, the 200th Birth-
day of the Cotps. “The bicentennial of its uncommon
valor” said President Gerald Ford as he stood beside
Commandant Lou Wilson in the rain at the Marine
Corps War Memorial on the banks of the Potomac*
Then everywhere throughout the Corps—in every
clime and place — traditional ceremonies followed the
words specified by the 13th Commandant, John Arch-
et Lejeune —*Old Gabe"— that learned and devout Ca-
jun who in the 1920s pointed the Corps toward a
modern amphibious mission. A foast 20 you and to
our Corps, which we are proud to serve,

In the 6 August 1976 issue of The Observation Post,
Navy doctors followed by news reposters rushed in
where pethaps only 2ngels should be unafraid to tread
(as Alexander Pope did not quite say.} Reported the
base newspaper: “Naval Regional Medical Center here
hzsrcponcdarccord 39 births during the month of
July, nine months after the Corps’ memorable 200th
anniversary” Total births nearly double a normal
month, said Navy Commander H. E. Gamer, who
commanded the medical facility—at least a 10-year
record. Thirty cight mothers gave birth 1o 21 girls and
18 boys, including a set of fraternal twins, said the
commandet — New Mission Indeed!

During the time matked by Brigadier General Ed
Megarr’s arrival at Tweatynine Palms on the last day
of June 1976, until 20 March 1978 when Brigadiet
General Harold G. Glasgow replaced him, command
sttuctures made some moves which Lou Wilson had
envisioned from the birth of his new mission idea. BEd
Megatr took ower Marine Corps Base/Force Troops,
‘Fwentynine Palms; he passed on to Hal Glasgow com-
mand of Martine Corps Air Ground Combat Center,
Twentynine Palms. What previously had been Force
‘Troops in the desert, going clear back to 1952, on 30
April 1980 became known as the Combined Arms

*Dicspite being 3 memotial to all Martines in all wars, the Matine
Cosrps War Memonsl is often callled the “Two ima momamen™ snoe
the indperaron fos che semoe came from che Bimous [oe Rosenahal
photograph of the flag-rsng oo lwo Jima

Command; by May of that year the name had changed
to 7th Marine Amphibious Brigade. After that, gener-
al officers at Twentynine Palms were designated Com-
manding General, Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center/Commanding General, 7th Marine Amphibi-
ous Brigade, Twentynine Palms. In those first years of
the new mission, Twentynine Palms found itself build-
ing its credibility as the “combined arms exercise col-
ege” for all of the Marine Corps (as Colonel Bill
Bouldin had carlier termed it) and finding as well 2
strategic-tactical mission for itself in the capabilities
of the brigade.

For quite a number of years in the desert
community—since at least the age of bumper
stickers— there has been a defiantly cocky little stick-
er which asks: Where the hell is Tiwentynine Palms?
A bit later, as the age of the "T” shirt came along,
they, 100, asked that question. In the mid-1980s, you
could buy such a “T” shire at the post exchange at the
Combat Center. Majot General John P. (Phil) Mona-
han said somebody sent him such a shirt when he got
the word, in the Spring of 1985, that he was to take
command at Twentynine Palms.

Early in the new mission petiod, what the rest of
the Marine Corps— particulardy in divisions scheduled
to send Marine Amphibious Units (MAUs) 1o the
desert “college™ asked was: Who the hell is Twenty-
nine Palms? Colonel James E. Stanton, who by the
mid-1980s spanned most of the new mission period,
said thar at first it went down a bit hard with some
that they had to come be tested and judged by a “pack
of desert rats” of unknown credentials**

If Twentynine Palms in those early new mission days
had to take much of the wherewithal “out of hide,”
it soon became apparent, Jim Stanton recalled, that
staffing could not long remain one of them. Needed
were officers of stature and excellent credentials in all
arms— infantry, artillety, armor, and ait. These came
along, as did new range regulations. It was onc thing,
on Nightmare Range dusing the Kotrean War, to put
Matines through live fire exercises within the sounds

5ol Sesnren mme 1 Teenrymine Palms in Mendh 1976 a2 the
G-1 (Dpersians Officer) of Foree Troops. He me back in the
rined-1590% a8 cheef of nsff of the Combar Cenrer



ofamlwarat'hcntynmehlmsmpmeume.m:—

mal ringe regulations did not permit some of the
things which needed to happen if training was o be
realistic and worthwhile?

Ultimately, it all came together. New range regula-
tions retained safety factors but allowed for realism.
Division or brigade commanders and their represen-
tatives came from hoth coasts and Hawaii for an an-
nual conference to plan their units' participation in
the Combined Arms Exercises (CAX) in the desert.
Tweatynine Palms officers visited participating com-
mands to fine tune plans as arrival dates for units grew
near. Unirs scheduled to take parr in an exercise sent
officers 10 act as umpires for other units. Afteraction
reports and critiGues, after some early éxperiences of
being loud and stressful, became believable and use-
ful? And from where and who is Twentynine Palms
came the time when for 2 unit commander, “doing
a CAX at Twentynine Palms became a Marinie Cotps-
wide badge of honor."?

Last gripess were the riflemen. Always wary of com-
mand post fat cats and indirect fire philosophers from
‘the rear, the gruats said it scemed to them that the
exercise was simply a shoot-em-up for asillery, a dusty
tear for tanks and light armored vehicles, and a few
quick zooms and popups for the airdalés*

At about this time (eary 1979) General Glasgow
welcomed on board Colonel Gerald H. Tuley, assigned
him to replace the departing Jim Stanton as Ditector
of Operations and Training for the Combat. Center,
and rogether they pretty much whipped this shore-
commgofthcmemsecnmowhxhsecmcdmluvc
riflemen in the role of neglected tag-alongs. Urged
on by Hal Glasgow and Jerry Turley, the combat centet
budtbtmkcmathplcmsandotlmdﬂmen“pmbluns”
and put them into the exercise.

General Glasgow has singled out Colonel Turley's
contribntions for special praise. Turley had received
orders 10 Twentynine Palms on the recommendation
of his former division commander, Lieutenant General
Kenneth M. Mclennan, who was the chief of staff of
Headquarters Marine Corps. General Glasgow said:

“Tarley was an ideal nominee, having had considetable x-
petience with supparting arms in Vietnam, as well as just
He designed combined trsining conrses for BLT, MAU,

*Tit prinit, these gripesaited in The Marime Corps Gasette, nota
bly in 1979. See commenns by Capuain Terrence P. Murray in the
January 1979 Gaxesse, and First Licutenant A. J. Franklin in the
July 1979 issue: In berween, in the June 1979 issue, Capenin R. A.

ing: o i pasialar wea 42 miles in kength, with 2359 s
All elemens of the combat, combat supporr, and com bt
sefvice Iuppart uniis were imenhved. The combat center be-

mﬂtﬂmﬂuiﬂlﬂnﬂfm}uﬂiﬂq‘:t
omplishmens ar MCAGOC should never be
I dowhr seriously if they will ever be manched 4

As part of the enhanced exercises, pesky minefields
were simulated, and radio batralion Marines came out
“from behind their Force-level doaks™ and cranked
into the scenario some practical lessons in overcom-
mgjammmg clecttmeavwdmppmg and the value
of communications discipline and electronic counter-

General Glasgow said of this period:

The enmbined sims craining pengram was the wiilon of
one man, General Lowis H Wilson . . . . Theie wrir scecrad
oabsers |who made] wgnificant conibutions; will the man
who steered the ghip was General Wilson, znd that shoald
never be forgoreen . . . . Hisspecific instructions to me were:
“Hal, myhopeutfﬂtw:bmldllmﬁxmmbmcdm
treining center in the. world—a place whete every Marine
can learn the basic techniques of fite support coordination —

Jet's get on with it, let nothing be an ohsracle, and call me

persorially once cach week and tell mie how you're doing.™

Going into the last half of the 1980s, the combined
arms exercise still had not become the “tlockwork” evo-
lution sometimes envisioned. Budget considerations
sometimes caused some commands (notably the
brigade in Hawaii) to forego part of their scheduled
periods at the combat center, Ar-other times, things
at Twentynine Palms brought about some delays.

The geography of the desert, with fault lines run-
ning though it, remains mysterious in many ways. The
high roll of land above Dead Man Lake, where Bill
Bouldin built that aitfield, developed the amazing
habit of “pumping” under repeated landings of heavy
aircraft. Moisture actually worked its way up under the
aluminum matting, and caused the surface to develop
some irregularitics and some soft spots.

A number of things were tfied to correct the
problem. By summer of 1986, all the martting was up
again, and a new stabilization program was underway.
This amounted to mixing in 2 dusting of cement with
the desert’s decomposed granite; dampening and
grading for—it was hoped —a firmert sub-surface for
the matting.

Exercises continued atound this work, but it was a
slowing factor. The problems rekindled dreams for a
concrete ficld. But as the stature of the combat center
and its program grew, more division commanders
worked diligently to make the experience a truce
“graduaion” exercise for their units. "Real professionals
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A line of Marines from Company B, 1st Battalion, 8th Marines, 2d Marine Division as-
saults an ememy-held position during a winter training exercise in the early 1980s.

said, “This is the best exercise we've ever been in. Stay
tough and teach tough’ "

As with any training program, changes always were
in the works, being thought of, or being tested. In-
evitably, the divisions’ problem of paying for the lift
of the units 1o Twentynine Palrs meant they would
send only the bare minimum number of personnel.
This, in tum, caused many an infantry battalion com-
mander to believe he was being thrown into the fiery
furnace and asked 1o do the wotk of higher-level staffs
(in fire support coordination especially) while those
officers stayed safely at home and practiced —as the
tiflemen has always thought of it— philosophy*

Commanding Generals Joc Knotts (April 1981-July
1983} and Bill Etnyre (July 1983-June 19835) worked
with the notion of brigade-level combined arms exer-
cises. Major General Etnyre thought this would make
for greater economy, and would provide training for
more staff levels® Into the second half of the 1980s,
this had not become standard, however. Increased staff
levels sometimes were added, however, to meet more
realistically the scenario which made the MAU the
maneuvering element of a “large force”

As has been noted, parts of General Wilson's ideas
about the new mission for Twentynine Palms includ-
ed freeing up tank units from Okinawa and Camp

*In chis regard, see Major Dennis C. Lindeman, “A Case for
Brigade Level CAXs," Maring Corps Gazette, April 1984.

Pendleton and releasing them onto the vast desert
where their training would be vittually untestricred.
He also sought the modernizing of the Twentynine
Palms command structure to make it and its units
more responsive to the Marine Corps roles and mis-
sions. In 1977, the 3d Tank Battalion arrived, followed
by the 1st Battalion, 4th Marines, an infantry unit.

The 4th Battalion, 11th Marines, an artillery unit,
arrived in 1979. In October 1984 it became the Sth
Battalion, 11th Marines. In addition, in 1980 what
used to be called Force Troops became known as the
7th Marine Amphibious Brigade (MAB) and it
“owned” all the Fleet Marine Force tactical units on
board and arriving. For tactical and contingency pur-
poses, a regimental headquarters, designated the 27th
Marines, came into being in 1981. Company D, 3d As-
sault Amphibian Battalion formed in 1982, followed
in the mext year by the 1st Light Atmoted Vehicle Bat-
talion.

These and other units made up an element in a
joint, all-Service command once called the Rapid
Deployment Joint Task Force, and now called Central
Command (CentCom). Then came the 7th Marine
Amphibious Brigade designation, and a deployment
plan called the Near Term Prepositioned Force (NTPF).
The latter scon became the Maritime Prepositioned
Force (MPF). In a nutshell, this plan called for heavy
equipment and some 30 days of supplies to be on
boatd ships in areas of concern; the 7th MAB then



could corifigure and motint out quickly to marry up
with its weapons and supplies for such contingencies
as. mighe atise.

_ The 7th 1 figade provided thceommmd element
27th Mmacsms:hecommmdechdonfocground
clements; Marine Aitcraft Group 70:controlled the air
units attached. msmngmﬂmthcmkfor& Supphes
and logistics were to bé handled by a briga
support element, BSSG-7. Inamannaofspukmg
this was a “pick-up” texm housed at Twentynine Palms,
Cammedlemn,Eledkun,Cﬂxﬁnm.phn

mm'upmdmfkmthmﬂomngsﬁyph@md
Its readiness is tested frequendy: It can

weapons.
dcploympxdlytoamhetcmthewﬂd Itlsahxgh
ssional foree of somie 16,500 Marines—or can

bead;inmﬁnmchtnksasmusxgned.

30 the times they were a-changing, and nowhere
within the Manne Corps — from the mid-1970s o the
mid 196k — wete there any changes more dramanc and
far-reaching than those for women, In May of 1974,
the Woman Manne Company ar Tweniynine Palms
moved into it new quaners, near the dencal faciliny
and the Boman Catholic chapel. Somenmes called the

Pill Box (by male Matiies— the women probably con-
sider the texm chauvinistic), the sttuctute resembled
2 small motel. Around d;cbmldm;mwaﬂs(mo:c
tasteful than thar chain link “cage” around the wom-

en it Pendleton years ago. but walls nonetheless).
Evervone entered through a “dragon’s gate™ where sat
a duty NCO answerable 1o the commanding officer
of women Marines and her afficers and staff NCDs,
Within the walls was a patio anca, indoors a lounge,
1 laundry facility, a kischen. There were 44 rooms—
ane might say suites, for as with 2 modern motel, each
large living room had a “hallway” with storage spaces
which in tum led o a bathroom with, wonder of
wonders, 2 bath tub into which a shower splashed, or
women soaked. “You've come a long way, Baby™ one
of those male chauvinists might have said to Sergeant
Major Sarmh N. Thomoon, then the administranive
chief in the office of the base adunt. A long way
unce July of 1965 when Corporal Ida Endsley Burch-
man managed to get orders o Twentynine Palms only
becawse her Marine hushand was in charge of the base
photo lab, But, as Sarah Thomion probably would
have answered, “you ain't seen nothing yer”

In charge of thar beawtiful and wasteful linle resi-
dence buslding was Captain Elaine M. Andreshak, who
had come to Twenrynine Palms in August of 1973 from
chuty at the Manne Corps Automaned Services Center

A row of parked VTP T tracked lending vebicles and MB0A] tanki from the 2d Marine
Diecron stamd by ready to fegim a e fire exerciie durmg Operation CAX 4-81,

Degurrmeny of Defense Phooo {LISMC) DMEN.E300651
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A bedroom 1hows periownal touches tn the separaie barracks fourmg women Marine: in
rhe 19700, Todey Marmes, both men and women, are bowsed togetber in the same barracks.

at Kansas City to command the Woman Matine Com-
pany. However, about two weeks after the women
momed. into theit- new residerice, the company was
deactivated (on 15 May 1974) and the women assigned
to the units in which they actually worked. They con-
tnued io live in their new tesidence, however. Except
for some students in the Communications and Elec-
ttonmsSchool. allwomenonthcbascthcnmcm
Altogether thete were a-few less than .130 womner,
officer and enlisted, then at Twentynine Palins.
InAugzstofIB‘M mwomnbecamcthcﬁrstat
néd 1o duty with Force Troops.
These were PtmnesFlmClassVictnnaBullard and
Cynthia Southworth, and their assignment took them
to the Provisional Maintcnznce Company to repair and

calibrate fire control instraments for arillery units,
Victoria Bullard was a graduate of the basic electron-

ics course at Twentynine and 4 test instrument repais
school ar Albany, Geotgia. Cynthia Seuthworth was
a graduate of an inscrument repair school at Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Maryland.

About a year later; Headquarters Marine Corps an-
nounced that only four military occupational special-

ties' (MOSs) were closed to women. These were:
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infanury, artillery, armor, and air crews in combat.

In 1976 three women second licutenants graduat-
ed from the iir defense control conrse. Lieutenants
Paula A, Futrell and Janice P. Closson got otders to
Marine Air Coatrol Squadron 7 at Camp Pendleton;
Licutenant Jo A. Kelly went to Masine Air Control
Squadton 5 at the Marine: Corps Air Station at

In March of 1977, the first-two women qualified on
the riﬂe-t,angc=zt Twentynine Patms with the M-16 ri-
fle, both from base Headquarters and Support Bat-
talion. Corporal Pauline Mettlack fired expert; scoring
221, and PFC Viki Myers fited marksman, with 203.
By autuins, two women were serving in the Field Ar-
tillery Group of Fotce Troops. First Lientenant Catol
E. MacDeanald, from Pittsburgh and a graduate of Du-
quesne University, served as group adjutant. Scrgeant

Mary Bettinget, a native of Eable, Idaho, was adminis-
trative chief of the headquarters batrery.

But those assignments did not last long, said the
last commanding officer of the former women's com-
pavy at Twentynine. In September of 1975, Elaine An-
dreshak imartied Major Holland C. “Bo” Bowden; and
by thie time of these assignments of the women to the



artillery group, Elaine was a major and was S-1 and
adjutant of Base Headquarters and Support Bateal-
jon. (In which office she had nothing to do with the
assignment of personnel to the antillery group.) But
those assignments were “too close to the ficld level”
Not at Twentynine Palms, but for all of the Marine
Corps, in the spring of 1978 Colonel Margarer A,
Brewer became the first female Marine general officer,
General Louis Wilson, the Commandant, pinned on
the stars, and Brigadier General Brewer became the
Director of Information. Then about a year later, in
carly summer of 1979, Major Bobhic Winberger came
to Twentynine Palms and became the Public Affaits
Officer. She had been in the public information field
for some time, but ‘this was the first time 2 woman
officer had the assignment at Twentynine Palms,

Then, as colleges and universities had done some
time carlier, the Marine Corps at Twentynine Palms
(and elsewhere at various times) in the summer of 1981
moved the women out of that neat little “women's dos-
mntory” By this time “Holiday Inn” barracks were in
operation. Bachelor Enlisted Quartets (BEQs) thcy are
called, usually three floors, motel-type room “suites”
much like those of the women’s residence building.
Into these moved the womten to make them “co-ed”
BE(Q)s. There are rules. The women often have floors,
sections, or halls of their own. And for all, no booze,
no partics, no hanky panky. Military rules tend to be
more strict than those at colleges and universities*

So how is it all working out? “Single men in bat-
racks don’t grow into plaster saints;” Kipling said a long
time ago. Not single women either, it is to be assumed.
If we treat the young unmarried on campus and base
in'2 more civilized and adult fashion, do they respond
well?

In 1986, Lieutenant Colone! Elaine Andreshak Bow-
den said she thought so. Elaine, 2 graduate of 2 Ro-
man Catholic school for women—Mt. St. Mary College
in Milwaukee —said that at least if the Matine Corps
women in the military, opportunities had to be open
and ireatmient had to be adult and professional.
“Without all this,” said Elaine, “I know I would not
be here in this job.”

Her job, as she spoke, was as executive officer of C&E
School, one of the largest and most prestigious schools

*So who got that neat licde “Pill Box?” You're tight: senior sraff
NCOs, Can'’t you just imagine your old Woild Wear I firse sergeant
sosking in one of those rubs?

mn

in the Marine Corps. In 1981, as 2 major, she had left
Twentynine Palms for Pendleton, Duzing that tour she
was selected for promotion to licutenant colonel. In
1983 and 1984 she served on Okinawa as the G-1 (Per-
sonnel) officer. She returned to Twentynine Palms and
to the C&E assignment in mid-1984.

By mid-1986, there were some 15 women officers
and 350 women cnlisted Marines serving at Tweoty-
ninc Palms—at least twice as many as when Capuin
Ehine Andreshak arrived in 1973 to command the
Woman Matine Company. Back then, a young lieu-
tenant, Barbara Cole, came to the base. While in that
asslgnmcm,hcutenant(:olcacccpmdaregulumm
mission; md:emld-wsmshemsbnchsamaprand
adjutant of the combat center. Sergeant major of the
sthool in the mid-1980s was Sergeant Major Theresse
A. Malstrom, the fitst woman to hold that position.
After 1984, women Marines stopped having a birth-
day of their own, celebrating only 10 November as with
all Marines. A long way, indeed!

As has been noted, what is now the C&E School
at Twentynine Palms had a long and vatied journey
to the desert. The final ascent from San Diego slowed
somewhat dusing the Vietnam war, because more con-
centration had to be pur on turning out more Ma-
tines for that war.

By the mid-1980s thete were three schools at the
C&E complex. Comrmunications and Electronics Oper-
auonsSchoolpmwdcsfonmltmnmgmboﬁxgmuud
and aviation eommunications. It has three sections
which handle radio operations, communications, and
senior level coutses. The Communications and Elec-
tronics Maintenance School trains Marines for 25
specialtics in 31 eourses of instruction. The Air School
teaches introductoty courses for both officer and en-
an Air Support Training Section. In all, the C&E
School, which calls itself the largest formal school com-
plex in the Marine Cotps, conducts 44 scparate courses
of instruction for 38 different specialties.

Course lengths at the school range from 4 to 60
weeks. Going into the latter half of che 1980s, the
courses were training more than 6,400 students cach
year, and the sizdent population averaged about 2,400
students at all tmes.

In early 1976, when the Training Exercise Control
Center (TECC) was formed for the new mission, its
first officer in charge was Licurenant Colonel Ervin J,
Crampton. In his honor, the observation post over-
looking the Delta Corridor where the exezcises tun was
named OP Crampron.



go underwater at least once @ summer when the
Reserves were in the field —was dedicared as Phillips
Road. This was in honor of 3 Seabee who lost his life
in 2 conmstructien socident while the road was build-
ing: Equipment Operator Constructionman Vicior B.
Phillips of Mobile Construction Batralion 4 from Por
Hueneme. Old friends and Scabee shipmares were on
hand as General Megarr made the dedication. Also
present were Phillips' parents from Statesville, MNonh
Carolina, and a sister as well

In January of 1978, Corporal Michael Isom of the
Center Graphics Shop, got a %6-hour liberty for win-
ning the contest 1o design a new logo for the Marine
Corps Air Ground Combar Center. The logo depicts
aiccraft swooping over desent hills above Marine rifle-
men and oracked vehicles.

In May of 1978, Sergeant Brian Pensak broughs his
Ist Bamalion, dth Marines rifle squad back from 2
L'.nrp:i widde cormbag compctition ot Cuantico with an
(el eli=tF m:l:md-p-l:.-:r win. The new ..-.m:rn;mdmg;

fhation.

Ar year's end, the command welcomed on board
s derachment of Manne Air Base squadion 11 from
El Tora, It mewved out 1o the Expeditionary Airficld
m “housekeep" for exencises und other wis pperdiong

Then came another episade in the “hazards of the
desen” department. At Vicvory Feld on the EVETLNg
of 9 April 1979, all but one of the scheduled in-
tramural softball parmes had 10 be called because of
“sand” A desert wind came out of the southwest, blow-
ing so much sand thar a caicher could nor wee second
baze, Worse than Candlestick Park, somchaody said,
“Where a cald fop once ohscured Willie Mays in center
field and a San Francisco wind once puffed pircher
Stu Miller into a balk™

In & sddes noie — pomuing up a danger which Ma-
rines miist constantly be aware of — back in ghe sum-
mer of 1976 two Mannes lost cheir lives when their
four-wheel-drive wehicle crished into an shandoned
mune shaft east of the base in the ald Gold Park mune
fegHIn
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Atﬂ:cendaflwg.mpmudﬁmhcummmgwe
the coinibat center a Chiristias presepr. They were Wil-
ligm J. “Bill" Bagley, assistant provost marshal, and
Guyfrank M. “Frank” Candelatia of st Bartalion, 4th
Mmm,betbofwhommgm&:mafrhntwdb
kiiowi Boys “Town in Omahia; Nebraska ("He gin't
heavy, Father, hic's miy beother™) After Boys Town,
Bag[cyhadwonascheimhxpmthet}mvctsmof
Mebtaska; Candelatia wene to the Universiry of Notre
Dame on 3 Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps
scholasship: Now these two officers had srranged for
the Boys Town choir to come to the base fora concest.
A siash hit for all who attended, and = bit of 2 nostal-
gictug at the hearw of Bagley and Candelaria, as well
asal!othemwhahmmtlm&mommmemﬂa

main. gue was dedicated as the Hamesen Memcnal
Building, me&forahimhcuzem:whslm his
life trying to e papers from the old frame build-

ifg which bumedon that site in April of 1978. This
was Secorid Lieistenant Richatd J. Matteson of Potts-
mouth, Vitginiz, a 1976 graduate of The Citadel.

Although assigned. to st Barralion, 4th Marines,
Matteson had bees seconded to the Counter-
intelligence Team housed in the old frime structute
which dated back to ghder base days. He died of
smoke inhalation while trying to save CIT and Navsl
Investigative: Sesvice:(NIS) papers from the fire. On
dedication day, his parents were on hand —Ms. and
M E. J.. Mattmn,plusmbrothcxsandasxsttt The

famﬂybtoughtapo;mofmchm!whxhnawhmgs
in the new building:

In April of 1981, Hal Glasgow; who had been
promoted to major general, departed Twenrynine
Palriis for Quantico where hie took over the Develop-
sitent Center. During his tenitzte at Twetitynine Paloss,
Glasgow had hoied the combined armis excreises foir
ali the combat arms, and especially the infantry units,
aadha&mmdeommmdofthenewmcmeaf

Hlasgow was: Brigadier Geiieral Joscph B.
Knotss, a. big infantry offieet from, West ‘Virginia,
where he had been a football player at Faitmont State
College. He came o Twentynine Palms from Quanti-
oo vhert b b commandsd, 52 olone the O

Joe Knotts soon welcomied on boatd Licutenant
General Andrew W, O'Donnell of FMFPac, who cut
the ribbon for the brand new tank park for Licutenant
Colonel Joseph P. Schuler’s tank barealion. le provid-

cdmcdﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁsqumﬁaafmdeslwpsmdm
space, plusmarethanmccthatmmdcsha&cd
patking. The tank park took a bit ovet 4 year to build
and cost slightly over'$5 million. ‘Tanks never had it
so good.

By tid-1981, constructiosi got undétway on 100 new
sets of quarters south of Shadow Mountain quarters
acar the main gate. In November— shades of war zones
past—a big USO show camic to the baseand wentinto
chiefield to envertain units who had to spend the Ma-
sine Cotps Birthday out in the desert. These includ-
ed the 1st Batialion, $th Matioes from Camp Lejenne,
plus units from Fi Toro, Cherry Point, and Pendleton.
On & makeshift seage, mthemusemmmfaﬂhmds
cmnedtthmAngdcsRams hee
singers, dancers, and magicians OId mm:rs muld
sqmmandxmagmcuwasﬂabﬁnpeupthﬂcmh

- w'troupein that desolate terrain arouod Matble Moun-

tain in South Viernam. Colonel Laurence R. Gabou-
£y, who commanded the 8th Marines, invited the
troupe to shate the birthday dinnier with the Marines.

The 7th Btigade’s uniis and rolés/missions have
been touched upon. Official day for the activation of
the 27th Marines was 17 December 1981, The regi-
ment was first activated at Camp Pendleton during
World Wit I (on 10 January 1944) 4s part of the wat-
tirae Sth Marine Division. The Matine Corps also ac-
tivated at Twentynine Palms the beginnings of Btigade
Service Support Group 7, and Marine Aitcraft Group
70 {at El Toro).

Colonel Leemon B. McHenry commuanded the new-
ly activated regiment. And on 15 Januaty 1982, Ma-
fine Commandant Robért H. Bartow came to
Twentynine Palms to review a regimental parade and
0. present historic colors to Colonel McHenry: Baule
streamiers from World War 11 danced in the deser
witids alongside diose fiom. Vietnam where the regi-
rient sétved ds patt of the Tst Maging' Divisio,

1n july 1982, Colonel Fredérick E. Sisley replaced
McHenty as commanding officer of the'27th. By late
February 1984, camic word that Fred Sisley had been
selected for promotion 1o brigadier general, and he
was mnnﬂfmamﬁ;ab with the Buropean Com-
mand in Stattgart,

Lazer iy 1982, a fancy “gedunk smnd”, the “Last Oa-
sis," opencd below the gymnasium toward del Valle
Drive, dnd Marines could now buy hamburgers and
other fast foods if hunger pangs stmck berween meals
ax the dining facilities. Those new quartets, dubbed
Sunflower Terrace, were opening; and on. the high
grotnd above: the medical facility loomed hopes for
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2 soon complenon of more “Holiday Inn™ BEQs. The
first in this increment opened in Apeil of 1983, and
the base announced thar rwo more were in the plan-
ning sage.

Cin 15 July 1983, General Joe Knotts was off o new
dutics at Camp Pendleton, and he was replaced by
Brigadier General William R, Etoyre, an up-from-the-
ranks native of Kansas Ciry who came o Twentynine
Palms from being deputy fscal director for the Ma-
rine Corps in Washingron, Bill Etoyre enlisted in the
Marine Corps in 1951, and was commissioned in 1953
during the Korean War period, Laver, while on duty
in San Francisco, he put himself through the Univer-
sty of 5an Francisco where he camed the BS degree
in eoonomis. About five years later, the Manne Corps
sent ham to George Washingron University i the na-
mion's capital, where he camed a master of business
admimstranon degree. In the 19708, Bill Exmyre wutked
for the Assistant Secretary afl the Mavy and later at-
tended the Industral College of the Armed Forces,
from which he carned dsnnguished graduate stamus
in June 1976

B].' noew the command whach General Etn:,'h: ook
over was @ far cry from the Force Troops command of
mostly arillery units suppored by base housckeepers
who frequently hosted Besere and Regular training
exercises in the deserr. Mow the commanding general
headed a vigorows combat center with 8 competent
and respected Tactical Exercise Control Center, 3 huge

and busy communications and elecoronics school com-
plex, and other service and support unirs, Under his
other hat, the commanding general controlled the Tth
MAB headquamers, the 27th Marines, and ocher tac-
tical units of the deplovable forces,

And deploy they did: 1o Somalia, Africa, in 1983,
to Korea in 1984, In eardly summer of 1986, the force
was off to the Philippines. The MAB was out and back,
checking and working with preposinoned weapons and
supplies afloar, saying ready.

It the midsy of these gcrivities, as has been noved,
brigadier genetal selecree Frederick E. Sisley gor ord-
ers to Europe. He turned over his command, the 27th
H;ri:nl:s. o cuh:ﬁrl Michael P DI'.'I".'IH. whi I'IBl'i beeen
on board Teentynine Palms since mid-1982 s Direc-
tor of Operations and Training.

In 1986, Mike Downs said he remembered himself
and his bride geming a wedding gift from Teentynine
Palms, vears ago, when he marmed Martha Leigh
Puller, daughter of that grand old Marine Corps
legend, Chesty Puller. The wedding present, of course,
was from that long ago battalion surgeon of Chesty's
outfit on Guadalcanal, Dr. Edward Lincoln Smitch,
who for vears served post-war Twentynine Palms, D
Smith had retired and left wown before the Diowns ar-
rved. Mike Downs came into the Manine Corps via
the Naval ROTC program (College of Holy Cross) in
1961; in February of 1968, as a rifle company com-



mandet, he carned the Silver Star Medal in the fierce
barde for Hue City in Vietnam.

Tear in.the eye department: In December of 1983,
the 3d. 175mm Guns ourfit went to the ficld for the
final vime. It-was to be reotganized into an 8-inch
howitzer umit. In sevetal configurations, tube sizes, and
deployments, this old outfit had been around since
organization at Twentynine Palms in August of 1957.
Then it went to Vietnam, to Chu Lai, Da Nang, An
Hoa. In 1970 it came back to Tweatynine. Now, into
the hills of the desert, Cotporal Jamves Spinks, “plug-
ger” for gun three, got to fire the nexg-to-the hast
[73mm round. Then the last round, forever, wear to
Genesal Bill Emyre.

Bue then, as if lighting the way for Twentynine
Palms toward its new century, Sergeant Tyrone Keniry,
4 telephone switchboard: course student at C & E
School, got to carry the Olympic Torch toward the
games in LA—on 19 july 1984, The C&E school ad-
jutane, First Lieutenant Christine A. Cooper, thought
of the idea; you could buy a one kilometer run for
thie good of the cause. C&E students donated $3,000,
and Sergeant Keniry carried the torch along Highway
1 near Lompoc. Many students and staff menibers went
up to watch, to cheer him on, and to run alongside.
His torch came back to Twentynine Palms and nto
an honored trophy case in the school’s headquarters.

So whiere does the Marines’ own torch lead Twenty-
nine Palms, now that the year 2600 is closer than that
day in 1952 when Fred Scantling came up from Pen-
dlcmmwamhmchcbegmnmgafdmﬂmntcmiu
tioniary tilt-up construction. which launched Monte

Brink’s little strung-out training center alongside its

sunbaked hills. There; where in those young days of
Wotld War I, Vinton Harz and others rode the end-
less susf of air in the. gliders?

*“Fhic thirust it the Marine Corps now is to enhance.
and expand the combined afms training, and there-
fore to enhance and improve the Combat Center.” So
said major general selectee Bill Etayre in the spring
of 1985 4s he:was about to relinquish command at
Twerirynine Palrs to Brigadier General John P. Mona-
han. Ascontingency planning becomes rrore sophisti-
cated, with greater speeds possible in world-wide
response times, the. Matine Corps saw 2 need to get
mote elements of the 7th Brigade up to the-desert for
better training and for miore efficient mount-out if
a'need arose. This meant an increased population of
Marines 26d their dependents at Twentynine Palms,
said the gencral, and therefore expansion of the com-
bat. center.

As General Phil Monahan came on beard the
centet, there was gbourt 35 million dollars worth of con-
struction underway o in plinning. By the end of 1987,

BGen William R. Einyre, right, fires the last round from a 175mm seif- propelled bowit-
zer which wds slated to be rétived frome Maring Corps artillery arsenal in the #3id 1980s.
Dieparement of Defense Fhota (LISMC) DMSN-R310416




Mlariee Cotps Hmoneal Callecion

Owe of several multi-story enlisted men's barracks, part of an ambitious facilittes improve-
ment program, currently being consiructed at the Air Groumd Combas Cénter.

another $67 million was expected to have been spent
for this constnuction, bringing the 1986-87 constiuic-
tion to & bit over $100 million.

In 1986, the working population of the Combas
Center amounted to approximately 8,000 Matines and
1,000 civilian employees. Counting dependents, the
size of the Marine family came to about 15,000.
Projected to 1989; neatly 2,000 more Marines were ex-
pected on board the Center: 775 in 1986-87, 494 in
1988, 625 in 1989. In this fous-year period, new units
scheduled to asrive in the desert included the 3d Light
Assault Vehicle Bartalion; the 5th Banalion, 12¢ch Ma-
rines (sclf-propelled arillery); and the 4th Bartalion,
11th Marines (towed artillery).

Oni the constructon. griddle for 1986 were more
bachelor enlisted quariers (BEQs), administration
buildings (including 2 new headquarters for the C&E
school), a physical fitness center, 100 morce sets of fi-
mily quarrers, and a new commissary store. For 1987,
mm%?mdhonmul&buymmeBEQs administra-
tive, maintetiance, and training facilities; and 392 sets
of ;Eamxly houses. In 1988 (494 million), stifl more
BEQs, administrative: buildings, training and main-
tenance facilitics, and aigficld improvement. And a
Bew mzin gate!

Really, that new main gate is raainly for the pur-
pose of gerting rid of that deceptively deadly Condor
Cutve, which during its long years, hias claimed too
many fives, And into the costly toll must be added
several near misses and a lot of property damage. To
get tid of the Condor, the approach to the Center
would remain on Adobe Road, go straight in along

the west side of the old and smiall dirfield of scraschy
histoty and now questionable valie, and reach del
Valle Drive at about Ist Street where the new main
gate arca would be built. For beter wraffic flows on
board the Center, plans also call for a “loop road” to
go up st Sureet; turn westward at sbout Griffin, to
serve the major row of BEQs and ather facillities.
Also listed ‘as “pending and possible” but with
funding not yet inked ‘in, ate such things as a new
hospital, new dental clinic, 2 more modem (and
pcthaps contracted) child care center, more family
using (pethaps contracted for with a civilian sup-
plmr and ‘manager), and an elemenitary school biild-
mgmdfaahtymnllthamddmomlhousmg much
of which will be in the vicinity of the “old™ mzin gate.
A bit fatther off the page was the hoped-for project
of 2 10,000-foot concicte ranway out in the training
area to seplace the Expeditionacry Aidfield which, a5
hias been fiored, mmgestaemulotofmmzemnec
mioticy by becoming wobbly 6n its roll of desert soil
above Dead Man Lake, This might get started in 1989,

In mid-1986, the officer who had his finiger on all
these projects and dollars was Licutenant Colonel Ted-
dy]. Bsdl,&uhwandhommgoﬁmﬁxthccmm
He spoke of two other companies of Marines sched-
uled to come to the desert before the end of the
century.

These, to boggle the minds of old timers, will be
the officers and men (about 100 people for the two
companics) who will operare “Remotcly Piloted Ve-
hicles” These might be called “smart model airplanes”
Controlled from the ground, these RPVs will fly at




about 4,000 feet above the bartlefield and send back
TV pictures to the field commander. Remote eyes in
the sky, whar they are sceing can be translated ifiwo
fire direction assistance. The capability exists for RPVs
to communicate with smart boinbs and projectiles,

On 13 May 1986, at 1000 on 2 ¢risp, bright day on
the desert, the green parade deck before the hegd-
quarters. building was lined with more Marines of
greatet tactical diversity than ever before in its histo-
ry. With the drum and bugle corps on the right flank;
they extended southeastward across the pamde
ground: C&E Schools Batrzlion; the c¢nter's Head-
quarters Battalion; Derachment A, 1st Force Service
Support Group; a composite color guard flanked by
organizational colors; the 27th Marines swaff; the Ist
Battalion, dch Marines; the 5ch Bawalion, 1ith Ma-
riges; the 3d Tank Battalion; and Company D of the
3d Assault Amphibian Battalion.

Change of commasnd time again. For the first time
ever, 4 two-star general wis coming on board. Major
Genenal Emest T. Cook, Jr. Some, of colirse, had made
two stats while stationed.in the desert, as Phil Mona-
han had just denc; but Emic Cook, a native of
Charleston, Souﬂlcnahm.md]nstmﬁom'l'mm-
ing ar Headquarrers Marine Corps, was the ‘major
géneral symbol of the still-growing importance of the
combat center, the 7th MAB, and Lou Wilson's new
mission, now some 10 years into luswous walues still

expanding. Before this day, in a classic career as a Ma-
nine officer, Major Generul Cook had served ar sea in
command of the Marine Detachment on the Norzé-
Sampion, commanded infantry units, been the aca-
demic head and laver depury dinector of the Command
and Staff College; chief of the Amphibious Warfare
Presentation Team; and commanding officer of the
Basic School. General Phil Monahan was off 1o Korea,
to a staff position with the allied forces there.

The Center and the Tth MAB composite staff, led
by the parade commanding officer of troops, Colonel
Jim Stanton, Center Chief of Staff, began the pass in
TEVIEW,

You had to be good to be in this formation. Young
men who had not stuck it out through high school
need fot apply. Your military “1Q" the GCT (Gener-
al Classification Test), had to be around 100 or bet-
ter. You had to be clean and stay clean. You had 1o
pull your weight, learn, and keep leaming. There were
1o drop-outs hiere. One old timer in the stands could
noe remember better looking Marines since the days
whcndzcmmdmmmgm:hcmmmhmg-
vigor, confidence, determination, in those lump-in-
the«throat days of national pride in World War II.

These Marines now, in the growing heat of the
desern day, went by in review and manched off across
Sth Street, 1o their BEQs, dheir duties . . . | Toward
4 MEW Cenmury.



Notes

CHAPTER 1
THE DESERT

newspaper, mamscript and pamphler files in the Fventynine Palms
Mara: The Desert Ousis (Los Angeles: Los Angeles Corral, 1978),
hercafter Miller, Mz, Ronsld Desn Miller, Mies of the High Desert
(Glendale: Ta Siesta Press, 1968); Neal Harlow, “California Con-
quéred” in War and Peoce on. the Pocific, 18451850 (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1982), kereafver, Hadow, “Califor-
sory of Lowd Use in Joshua Tree National Monument {Detwrer;
Marional Patk Service, 1983), hereafier Greene, Historie Resosirce
Press,; 1960); Rick Erickson, “In Avid Pursuit of Willic Boy: The
Last Manhunt," Yicea Valley, California H-Desers Star, Grubstake
Edition, 20 May 1983; and interviews with local historian Lucile
Weight, who also graciously allowed access vo her extensive files and
writings concetring the area of Twenitynine Palms.

1. @ne of the best accounis of these carly routes wi the West Coast
is connained in that classic of the westwasd migration: Bemard DeVo-
to, The Year of Decision: 1846-(Boston: Littde Brown and Compa-
ay, 1943).

2. Hatlow, “California Coniquered,” pp. 41, 42.
3, Miller, Marz.

4. 1bid.

5. Harlow, “California Conquercd,” p. 246,

6. Miller, Mara. '

7. Greene, Histonic Resource Study, p. 39.

8. Mitler, Mara.

9. Ibid

10. . D. Botthwick, quoted in Elisabeth L. Egeohoff, ed., The
Efephiant as They Saw It conrenoisl supplement so Caltformia Joursal
of Mines and Geology, Oct 1949. This booklet has been ee-issied
several times in editions of 2,000 to 3,000 copies.

11. Miller, Mises, p. 9.

12, Thid,

13. Ibid.

14. Erickson, o, &t

15. Miller, Mavir.

'CHAPTER 2
THE COMMUNITY

Ualess otlierwise noted, sources for this chapter, in addition to
those listed for Chapter 1, include Helen Bagley, Sand in My Shoe
(Twentynine Palms: Calico Press, 1578); Elizabeth W. Crozet Camp-
bell, The Desert Wis Home (Los Angeles: Westernlore Press, 1961);
and coreisations with Helen: Bagleyand ohér eatlyséttleis is Fven-
tynine Palms, and especially with Harold 2nd Lucile Weight, local

historians of the Tweniytiine Pabms region and other desert arcas
of the Southwest. Lucile Weight is the zuthor of miny of the Desert
Trasl arricles used as sefererices for this book.

: Miller, Miwes of thé High Desent, p. 12,

Ibid., p. 8.

Thid.

. Ibid., p. 17.

Ibid.

Ibid., p. 18,

. Ibid, p. 25. _

8. Lucile Weight, “How a Doctor Became Fathér of 29 Palms” The
Desert Taif, 1976 Pioneer Days Souvenir Edition, 14 Oct 1976, Co-
pies are in the Feentynine Palms Branch library.

9. Hazel Spell, Yhe Toentynine Palms Story, p. 1L

10. Bagley, Sand in My Shoe, p. 3.

11. Thid., p. 86.

i2. 1bid., pp. 170174,

13. Ibid., p. 90.

14. Tbid., p. 91.

15. Ibid

N A b b b e

CHAPTER 3
CONDOR FIELD

Sources for this.chaprer, in-addition to these from the commu-
iiity library previously mentioned, Helen Bagley's Sand/im My Shoe
and the Linda W. Greene Histonc Resource Study, inclnde cor-
respondence with Maj Steven Zvonar, USAF (Ret); conversations and
interviews with Burcau of and Management officials, plus Wil-
liam J. Underhill, Blanch Ellis, Helen Bagley, Ada Harch, Gwyn
Keys, and Vinton and Lois Marlow Harz. Also consuited were the
very meager Condor Field files from the US. Air Foree archives ob-
taired for e by Muniee Comps Hinory amd Musraing Daviien,
Washangran, DT

I Greene, Misone Rerource Siaafy, p 3TH

2. Ibid., pp. 375-382.

3, Thomis A. Bailey, A4 Diplomasse Hystory of the American Peo-
Ple. Nimth Ed. (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1974), p. 715
4. Charlie Chaplin Productions, 1921

CHAPTER 4
THE MARINES ARRIVE

In addition w matesials from die community library, sources of
information for this chapter include Headquarters Marine Cotps
archives relating to Fwentynine Paims; personal experiences of the
auther while-on duty with the 3d Marine Brigade and later che 3d
Mairine Divition at Camp Pendleton in 1951 and 1952 while plans
for the sraining base in the desers were being formulated, and par-
ticipation in the fisst lasge field exercise conducted at Twentynine



Palems mn lace 19%52; plos incerviews and comeerssmsons szh Sally [nce,
Lucibe Weight, D Edward Lincoln Smith, and D Frederick H.
Soamiling (Lieuremant Colonel, USMC Rrt)

CHAPTER 5
THE EARLY YEARS

Undhess cchorame noted, susices for chis chaprer inclade the com-
mupity library files—and especially from there the unpublished
manuscript, “Saitoe on Horscback” by BGen Fredenck R. (Moatc)
Brink, USMC (Kev.); the Scantling moervicws; manerial from ba-
riee: Corps anchives; personal reoollectsons of the sithos; and cor-
respondence, convemmations, and interviews with MajGen C. H. (Bud)
Schmid, USMC (Ret), BGen John S. Oldfield, USMC (Ret), GySgt
Chatlic Miller, UUSMC (Ret), and, from the Taentynine Palms corm-
maniry, Ted Hayes and Chey Ellis,

L Heink. unpublished manwaripe. “Sallet on ke High Desen™ A
copy i in she Teconymine Palma beanch libsary,

2. Thid

3, Ibid.

4 il
CHAPTER &
BASE STATUS

Linless ot rwise posed maserial for chis chapeer de ores from puicd-
-m.u]rmd sourrey from che commmineiy bheasv, Mahine l:ﬁll'pll-i.l"-
chival matetials inchuding from this periad commund distes of
TFwentynens Pelms, el the BOen Didfield comeepondence and oo
wernatiooni. Addsiesnal masesials (onsulied disring the prepascon
aof this chagner ncluded ihe Teeraynine Pabms base eewspaper, Tiv
Cleirrratme Puar, sl correspondence with Cal Ealph E. Codver,
LFSMC (Ber)

CHAPTER 7
THE 1960s

In addrion o the snanes provdously cived from the oomsmisniey
library, Marme Con sscherees | mchading biogaphio of mammanding
preerals g Teenrpmane Palms), and T8 Ofsermatnoe foir, other
marerials relied wpon in the preparation of the chapeer inchided
. Fuaizes, GySqt Alon Dougles “Doug” Culbestson, USMC (Retk
Col Frameis | Fenpon, UPEMC (Rer) and M. Eloise Rowan Feneon
R Fraizsr died of cancer in the summer of 1987,

L MajGen Card W, Hlﬁmmumdﬂf:mmmniﬁn.d.
{19E7}. copy in Commenas File, Manne Corps Histancal Ceeer.

Washingron, DT
CHAFTER 8
NEW MISSION

Unless cahwerwine noied, infeamesiesn T this chapaer derves lom
previously cived misres In the communizy libeary, Manne Cons

archives in Washirigton, D.C., and The Observarion Post. Other
materials providing assistance during the prepacation of this chap-
rer inchade inwerviews, concspondence, and awdio-tapes-with or from
Gen Louis H. Wilson, USMC (Ret), MajGens Edward J. Megar,
USMC, Robert E. Haebel, USMC, and the hate Clarence H. Schmid,
USMC; Cols Billy D. Bouldin and Richard Owen Gillick, both
Basc/Force Teoops evenes of 1973, 1974, and 1975.

1. Gen Louis H Wilson intvw, 26fuisd (OnlHistColl, MCHC,
Washington, DIC.), hereafter. Wilson intrw,

2. 1bid..

3. Ibid.

4. Ibid.

5. Moid.

6. Thid.

7. Vhidd.

& Bouldin ingvw, by she auihor. {OrmslHerColl, MCHT, Washing-
s, DO ), bewcaficr Bosaldin fmmve

9. Ibid.

10, 1hid,

11. Ibid.

12, MajGen Robert E. Haebel, comments on sn eadlier version of
thiiy chapiet.

13. Twentynine Palms/Force Troops bullctin 1500, drd 20 Ocr 1975,
1. Bouldin intew

15. Wilson dntvw.

CHAPTER 9
TOWARD A NEW CENTURY

I addighon 1o the sousces pievsualy civsd from the commanity
libwery, Manne Corps sichives, snd Tibe Ofgermstmon Bowr, oiber
mnpterial proviling difimation for thes chapead include e
by the aubser wink MajGens Hold G Glaspow, Johs P Mons-
b, and Willizm K. Eroyee, phus BGen foeph B, Koo, each of
whom ar variows rimes commanded Teenrynioe Palms; also Cols
James E. Srantoo, Bhine King, and Michsel P. Downs; sleas LiCols
Elsinc M. Bowden and Teddy ). Etsell, also Mes. Martha Leigh Puller
Downs; and finally, SgtMaj Theresse A. Malstrom. e addition, files
of the Merine Corps Gaxette from 1975 through 1986, beld by the
base Libitry, also were. consilted.

i Cidl lemcs B Staneon isorw, May 1585 (CealHimCall, MOHE,
Washmgian, [ME), heieafier Sranton inow,

L bl

3. Ihid

4. Msgleen Hasold G Glasperse, LISME (Ret), comsnenms on draf
masiuscripd, Jure 19BT (Commens file, Menine Ceipe Hiviesical
Cemier, Washingon, [WE )

5. Saanban Hive.
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7, Ibad.

H. Majlzen Willlam K. Eoryre inrew, 24A0a8 3 { QrdHisiCall, MCHC,
Waakingeon, T L),



Appendix A
Roads and Places Mainside

el Valle Dinve

Since the base at Twentynine Palms began as an artillery outpost, it is fitting thae the
“main stem” roadway from the main gate along the west border of mainside is named
for one of the most famous Marine artillery officers of the World War II period, Lieu-
tenant General Pedro A. del Valle. That is “del Vah-yea” with the soft Spanish sound
to the double “I's” (the general was 2 native of San Juan, Puetto Rico) and not, as many
modern Marines insist on calling it, “del Val” The general was an all-around Marine officer,
as well as an artilleryman of distinction. He graduated from the Naval Academy in 1915,
landed from the Prairse the following year, and participated in the capture of Santo Domin-
go City and the following campaigns in the Dominican Republic. He served at sea in
the Texzs (as commander of the Marine Detachment) during World War I, and after that
served at Quantico, had more sea duty, and then was aide-de-camp to Major General
Joseph H. Pendleton —the one for whom is named that smaller Marine Corps base down
by Oceanside,

In command of the L1th Marines at the outbreak of World War II, del Valle took the
artillery regiment overseas with the 1st Marine Division, and served throughout the Guadal-
canal campaign. After a bricf tour in the States, del Valle returned to the Pacific in April
1944 as Commanding General, Cotps Artillery, III Marine Amphibious Corps, taking
part in the Guam operation that summer. Next, Major General del Valle took over the
1st Marine Division. He commanded the division throughout the Okinawa operation from
April to July 1945.

After the war, he served first as Inspector General and later as Director of Personnel
at Headquarters Marine Corps. Upon his retitemeat on 1 January 1948, he was promoted
to licutenant general* He died 28 April 1978.

Bourke Road

Just above del Valle Drive, and linked to it by 1st, 3d, 5th, 6th, 8th, and 10th Streets,
is Bourke Road, named for anather anilleryman, who also “ran alongside” del Valle in
much of World War II. This was Licutenant General Thomas E. Bourke, who was the
2d Marine Division's artillery officer and commander of that division’s artillery regiment,
the 10th Marines, from 23 December 1940 to 10 December 1943. During that time, Gener-
al Bourke participated in operations on Guadalcanal and Tarawa. Later he served as ar-
tillety officer for the V Marine Amphibious Cotps. At war's end, he assumed command
of the 5th Matine Division, and took it to Japan for occupation duty in Seprember of 1945.

Born 5 May 1896, Genetal Bourke graduated from St. Johns College, and was commis-
sioned a second licutenant in the Marine Cotps on 5 February 1917. He retired 1 Novem-
ber 1946, and was promoted to the rank of lieutenant general,

*[hateng thes perod, Federal liw permitsed Mavy and Manne officen who had eamed combar deconnsons
9 pricive 3 peometion w the next hagher mnk upon eoemes. Thee “iombsmne peomeomons™ had presige
oy ibsy clidd foe thcsease ghe officen’ recired iy



Brown Road

Mainside’s second busiest artery, after del Valle Drive, is Brown Road, named for perhaps
the most famous and colorful artillety officer of them all —the arillerymaa’s artillery-
‘man, Major General Wilburt S. “Big Foot” Brown. He fibbed ‘aboiit his age to enlist
in the Marine Corps for duty in France in World War 1. In the summer of 1920, while
he was still 19, the Marinc Corps let him out to accept an appeintment to the Naval
Academy. He left there two years later to reenist in thie Marine Corps. He was commis-
sioned from the raoks in 1925. -

Twenty-eight years later, as.a major general, Brown retired and entered the University
of A!abama where he camed the Ph.D. in history, 2nd subsequently became a member
ofthc iversity’s histoty faculty. In between, he did icall. Sea duty, schools, the “banana

c’ommandofamllctyummm%ddWariI and command of an infantty regi-
mcnt (the 1st ‘Marines) in Korea in 1951,

‘The nickname “Big Foot” came about amidst much heckling and ‘joking during the
Nmmguancampmgmofthc 1920s, when fellow officers hiad to air drop him a pait of
size 14 F shoes to replace those he had worn out on jungle patrol. The pilots initially
dropped only oné shoe, along with a note saying it would take a second flight to bring
the other shoe.

Another colosful episode in “Big Foot's” cateer came during the Okinawa campaign,
‘when he commanded the 1ith Matines in Pedro del Valle's st Marine Division. Ose night
Brown put together a 22-battalion time on target (TOT), which not only shook up the
enemy and much of Okinawa, but also that old artilleryman, Del Valle, who did not
kaow the great and sudden deluge of rounds was coming.

‘Someone once quoted a famous “Big Foot” line he appatently used often with “visit-
ing firemen™ who were going on to another command, perhaps back to Headquarters
Marine Corps—‘say hello to anyone who remembers me favorably” For a fong time to
come, that should be the entire Marine Corps. Brown Road is the way to.get to imiportant
places on board Fwentynine Palms—the post exchange, the bank, and the post office.

Sturgis Road

Sturgis Road stops and starts through the central part of mainside. It loses a segment
at C & E Schools area, and then until the fate 1980s skipped the parade ground by the
chapels at 6th and 5th Streets. And until new housing went in beyond Marine Palms,
Sturgis Road had oo place much to go beyond Ist Serecer.

The road is named for Colonel Galen Miller Sturgis, 2n artillety officer whose commis-
sion in the Marine Corps dated back to World Wair 1. He spent the war as part of the.
Marine forces in the Dominican Republic. He held a degree from the University of
Maryland, and in the Marine Corps completed most of the important schools of the day,
including the advanced artillery course at the Atmy artillery school at Fort Sill, Oklaho-
ma. He had sea duty on the Anxonas from 1922 101924, and, in addition to many stace-
side billets; he served in Cuba, China, and the Philippine Islands.

Dmmg World Wat 11, Colonel Sturgis ocenpied 4 serics of increasingly responsible po-
sitions. He commanded the 1st Battalion, 11th Marines from July 1940 until he became
the regimental executive officer in March 1941. He took command of the. 133mm Group
oftheithDe&ﬁseBatmhmmApnl 1942, and commanded it during the eatly cam-
paigns in the Pacific. Command of the 14th Defense Battalion. camie to him in January
1943, but ill health forced his evacuation 1o the United States in May of that year He
spenit the remainder of World War IT in the San Diegio and Camp: Pendleton areas, primar-
ily as a membet of a general coutt-martial boatd. His health temained poot, and he re-
tired soon afier the end of World War I1. Colonel Sturgis died in 1963.




Griffin Road

At the top of the main grid of streets comprising mainside of the base is the road named
for another “old salt” from the artillery, Brigadier Genetal Raphael Griffin. Like all the
others for whom these strects are named, Griffin was born during the 19th centary, 1894
in his case. (Bigfoot Brown was bom in 1900, but, technically speaking, the 20th Century
did not start unitil 1901—othérwise the 19th Cennuywou&dnothaw been 100 years long.)

Griffin did his World War I.time in the Caribbean, later served ini the “banana wars,”
had duty at sea, went to the proper.schools, and then taught in some of them. And like
the othets whose names identify these mainside streets, when World War II came along,
Griffin was ready.

Griffin served as cotps artillery officer for the T Marine Amphibious Corps in the South
Pacific, and later commanded defense groups in the Solomon Islands. In Novernber 1943,
Colonel Griffin-assumed command of the 10th Matincs, and led that anillety regiment
at Tarawa, Saipan, and Tinian. He retired, after the war, in September 1948, and was
advanced 16 the rank of brigadicr general on the retired list.

Bemis Road

Brigadict General John A. Bemis gives his name to the shortest street in the mainside
grid —a disconnected two blocks at the top of the built-up area, back of the Officers Club
and above an early billeting arce. As did the others whose names appear in the main
gtid, Bemis entered the Matine Corps during the World War I period—in his casc as
an enlisted Marine who served in Frince and then in Haiti: He was commissioned 2 se-
cond lieutenant in 1919. After that he served again in Haiti, larer in Nicaragua, then
at sca, and still latér in Peiping, Chind. In World War I, Colonel Griffin served with
and in command of artillery units on Guam and on Okinawd. He retired in 1948, at
which time he advanced to brigadicr general an the retited list.

Afrer retirement, GeneralBtm!sscmdasﬂtycmmmlman then treasurer, and finally
mayor of Oceaniside, California, duting 1952-56. He died'in 1961 at the Naval Hospital
4t Camp Pendleton.

Victory Field

Victory Field, for years the main lighted athletic field for Twentynitie Palms, was named
for the second commanding general of the base, who served in that capacity from 28
June 1957 unl t January 1959. Tt lies below and west of Brown Road and the bank and
post office complex. It was dedicated in Seprember 1959*

Major General Randall M. Victory was bom in Augusta, Wisconsin, on 28 December
1904. He went 1o school in Twin Falls, Idaho, and. then the University of Washington,
where lie had earned an Army commission through the ROTC program. This he traded
for s in the Marine Corps. After Basic School at Philadelphia, he went to
the Pacific where he first served in the Marine detachment of the Pritséurgh. He subse-
quently transferred ashote to serve with the Legation guard in Peiping. There, fiom Sep-
rember 1932 until May of 1933, he commanded the famous “Horse Marines™of Peiping’s
Mounted Detachment**

*Scr Chagict &
==Fap & hrief sypopsis of hi World 'War 11 dutes, see Chapeer 6.



Mike Fenton Field

Mike Fenton Field, where youngsters play Little League bascball, commemorates a young
Marine who fell in World War II's final battle; Okinawa. It also marks a most poignant
chapter in the hunan history of the Marine Corps and of ene of the Cotps’ best known
families.

Mike and his elder brother, Ilm,gmwnp'mtheancCOtps.thcsomofthclatc
Brigadier General Francis I. Fenton and Mss. Mary E, Fenton, They were “mascots™ of
outfits served in of commanded by their father, or of athletic teams coached by him,
from Sumay on Guam to Shanghai, China; from up and down the West Coast, and w0
Quaatico, Virginia. At Sumay, Mike tode the:police sergeant’s mule during working party
hours; Ike had 2 drum and tagged along with the band. Sometimes they got in the way
and wete “thrown in the brig” by Marines, or “confined to quartess” and “put under
hack” by 2 kind, bue fiem father.

Duting World War II, the elder Fenton setved in the Pacific and eamed two Bronze
Star Medals while an engineer officer with the 1st Matine Division on Peleliu and Okina-
wi. Young Ike— Francis I. Featon, Jt.—camed a Marine Corps commission and went to
sea in the Misours. Young Mike— Michael James—three years younger than Ike, feared
he ‘was going to miss the war. Preparing to enter the Naval Academy, Mike feigned bad
eyesight so that his wartimie service would rioé be delayed. A few weeks later, after he
talked his mother into leuting him try to enlist in the Matinie Corps, he had perfect vision,

Afrer boot camp and other waining, Mike went out to the Pacific and joined Company
B, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines where he became a scout-sniper. Ike saw his younger brother
in Hawaii; passing through with his replacement draft; the facher saw Mike a few times
on Okinawa. Once the father joined the son for breakfast in the ficld at the bartalion
in the Awacha Pocket notth of Shuti,

Next day he was buried, along with other Matines who fell in those tough battles in
and agound the Shuri “castle.” at. the division cemetery at Hiza. His father was there.
A wire service photographer ook 2 picrure as the clder Fenton kneeled before his soa’s
body on its strercher covered by the U. 8. flag. On that day on QOkinawa—as with so
many others there —even the skies wept. Colonel Fenton and other Marines standing there
with bowed heads were soaked. Mike's open grave, in that picture, is filled with Okinawa
rain*

Mike Fenton, who probably had the tlent for the bascball big leagues, and who cer-
tainly had the talent for the Naval Academy and a career in the officer ranks of the Ma-
rine Corps, has one other baseball field named for him. It is the high school field at
Quantico, where he played duting some of his high school years. The main athietic field
at Camp Pendleton is named for the father, the late Brigadict General Fenton,

Mike's brother, Ike, after Wortld War Il married the daughice of Colonel George Ro-
wan, who himself spent almost 35 years in a distinguished career in the Marine Corps.
Ike and Eloise (Ellic} Rowan met when thiey were young, in Shanghiai. Ike (who later re-
tired as:a colonel) and Ellie have five children, one of whom —Geoitge P. Fenton — entered
the Masine Corps via the Military Academy and by the mid-1980s was 2 major, This farni-
ly once lived in quarters on board the base it Twentynine Palms, while Iké was in Viet-
ngm, but the boys were by then to6 old for Litte Teaguie baseball on the Mike Fenton Field.

One other historical note, in the carly days of the Korean war, then Captain Ike Fenton
commanded Mike's old company—Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines. His battle-
weary face is captured in a famous photograph from a wosk Tiés Ir Was, by David Doug-
fas Dunican. Of such traditions and dedications of individuals and families is woven the
strongfabncofthc Marine Corps.

*Along with all the others from that temporaty ceititresy Mike's body was Jiver disitiwerred; his final grave
is in the Navional Cemetery in Honolulu,



Ashurst Sereet

Two former Commandanes of the Marine Corps and four Medal of Honor recipients
are among the famous Marines who lend their names 1o the cross streets in Ocotillo
Heights, but the “A" street i named for a different sor of hero, Brigadier General Wil-
liam W. Ashurst. He eamned the Silver Star and the French Croix de Guerre for leading
an artack in Belleau Wood in France during Woeld War 1* Berween the wars he was a
distinguished marksman and unit commander. In North China az the outbreak of World
War I, Ashurst was one of the Marine Corps’ first senior officers capoured by the Japanese.

Also in North China, the outbreak of World War Il and a quirk of fare linked then-
Colonel Ashurst with'a famous anthropological treasure lost in the war—the bones of
Peking Man. Chinese authorities; hoping to save these famious fossils, gave them to Ashutst
and his Matines fot transpost to safety on a US. ship then loading at Chinwangtao up
the rail line, north of Tienwin. The Japanese stopped the train, interned the Marines,

Ashurst and his Marines were liberaced by Allied forces in September 1945, Afrer that
he served mainly ar Parrs Island. He retired in February 1949, ar which ume he was promot--
ed o brigadier general.

Bailey Streer

“B” is for Bailey, from west to cast the second cross street in Ocotillo Heights. For his
place on-the honor roll of the Marine Corps, Major Kenneth Dillon Bailey gave his life
and camed the Medal of Honot in fietce fighting on Guadalcanal early in World War 1.

Major Bailey, as commanding officet of Company C, ist Raider Bartalion (Edson’s Raid-
cis) led his Marines in 2 10-hour baule, often hand-to-hand, in repulsing Japanese at-
tacks near Henderson Field on Guadalcanal. So despetate wete those fights that Edson
himself eatned a Medal of Honor the next night.

Bailey was botn in Pawnee, Oklahoma, in 1910, and grew up in Daaville, llinois. He
became & sécond lieutenant iri the Matine Corps mJuly of 1935, and had 2 variety of
duties prior to World War I1. In landings and cadier action in the Solomons—on Tulagi
actoss the channel from Guadalcanal —Bailey eatned the Silver Stat Medal. He had been
promoted to major just prior to the Tulagi landing,

Cannon Street

While the commemorative streets of mainside take the names of notable Marines borm
before or ar the turn of the cenmury, some Marines who were young at the outset of World
Wiar I gave their names to Ocotillo streets. One of these was 15z Licutenant George H.
Cannon, who camed the Medal of Honor for hetoism under fite 2s the Japanese bom-
lisirded Midway Island on 7 December 1941 —that day which has lived in infamy.

‘Cannofr was born in 1915 in Webster Groves, Missousi, grew up in the Detroit area,
and artended high school there; he also attended the Culver Military Academy in Indi-
ana. Latér, he graduated from the Univetsity of Michigan and “traded” an Army ROTC
commission for one in the Marine Cotps. He served at sez onboard the Bosse, at Quant-
co, and at San Diego, and then went owérseas in early 1941; first to Pearl Harbor and
then to. Midway with the 6th Defense Battalion. Wounded in the Japanesc bombard-
ment of December 1941, he refused evacuation until e could assist his wounded Ma-
rines. He died helping them. Later in World Waz 11, a destroyer, the Canmon, was named
in his honor.

*Hin sibver star wan berally jus chat: @ small sitver smr which sitached 10 his campaign riblbon, 1w, oo,
equrmlent 1o, and predeceisor o mday's Silver Star Medal, which & scrually made of bronae, busd waib o ssall
silver star in the cenver



Daly Street

Daly, in the Ocotillo housing area, is the only street on the base named for an enlisred
Marine, and what 2 Marine! One of two Mazrines (the other was Smiedley Butler) ever
1o teceive two Medals of Honor for separate acts of heroism, Daniel Daly enlisted in the
Marine Cotps in January of 1899, hoping to get into the Spanish-American War, He did
not make it, but he was present for most other conflicts thereafter— from the Boxer Re-
bellion through Wotld War I—until he went on the retainer list in 1919.

Daly carned his first Medal of Honor on the Tartar Wall near the American Legation
in Peking, standing off so-called Chinese “Boxess” until reinforcements from an interna-
tional relief expedition arrived. Fifteen years later, in Haiti, Daly carned his second Me-
dal of Honor when, as past of 2 small Marine force of three officers and 35 enlisted men,
he played a prominent tole in defeating an atracking force of some 400 Cacos rebels.
One of the officers in that scrap was then-Captain Bill Upshur, who namied that north-
border street in Ocotillo.

Asi mprcmvc as are Medals of Honot, young Matines zlways have raken 2 deeper gasp
of respect for wiry little Dan Daly (he was five feer, six inches tall, and weighed about
130)whentheyhcarﬂmtstoryofhlslcadmghxswchaustedManncsmachugcftom
their positions neat Belleau Wood in World War 1. “Come on, you sons of bitches,” yelled
Daly, “do you want to live forever?” He led the way.

Major General John A. Lejeune, the 13th Commandant, and who also has sign posts
in Ocotillo, once called Sergeant Majot Dan Daly “the outstanding Marine of all tirnes.”
For = Marine, that is as close as you can get to living fotever.

Elrad Place

Eltod Place, the shortest street in the Ocotillo housing #rea, is named for a Marine
aviator Medal of Honor recipient who stood out even -among those valiant heroes who
defended Wake Istand in the desperate catly days of Wotld War 1. Major Henty T. Elrod
was botn 27 September 1905 in Tumer County, Geotgia, and attended the University
of Georgia and Yale before entering the Matine Cotps in late 1927. He was commissioned
a second licutenant in February 1931 Later he earned his wings, served at several state-
side stations, and in January 1941 went out into the Pacific. He was among thie 12 Marine
pilots of VME211 (equipped with F4R3 Griummian Wildeats), who slipped with éxwene
official sccrecy away from Pearl Harbor ofi the Enserprise and went to Wake in late 1941,
just before the Japanese attacks throughout the Pacific on 7 December and thereafter.

These pilots, as well as ather Matines, gave good accounts of themseives before Wake
fell to the Japanese on 23 December 1941. Prior to that, Elrod and other pilots had used
up their planes, and they were fighting in ground positions with other defenders. Elrod
was killed that fina! day while leading hiis Marines in ground attacks against the Japancse
landing force.

Earlier, on 12 Decembet, Elrod artacked alone into a flight of 22 enemy planes, and
downed two of thiem, In other action, he and other Marine Corps fliers made low-level
attacks against Japanese ships, and Elrod was credited with geaing 2 killing bomb into
a Japanese destroyer, and this ship blew up and sank. In this daring action, cnemy flak
cut the main fuel line in Eltod’s Grummasn, and although he was able to nurse the craft
back to Wake, his nearly powerless landing deposited him in a ctash among boulders
along the atoll's south beach.

In Ocotillo Heights, Eltod Place extends a short distance from Betkclcy Avenuc and
parzllel to other cross streets. It ends in a cul-de-sac in the housing arcas’ central park
where children play on green grass.



Fuller Soreer

A tum-of-the.century Marine who became the 15th Commandant, Major General Ben
H. Fuller, gives his name to another of the streets which connect Berkeley and Upshur
in the Ocotillo housing area. As with other Marines of his period, Fuller served in “evety
clime and place” during his career which started with the Naval Academy of the 1880s,
and ended with his service as Major General Commandant from 1930 to 1934. He was
born 27 February 1870 mB:gRaptds, Michigan, and after schooling which included Naval
Academygmdmuonm 1889, Fuller did his prescribed two years with the flect as a “passed
midshipman” and became a Marine second lieutenant on 1 July 1891. He served at sea
during the Spanish-Ametican, War, afier which he saw action in the Philippines whete
he distinguished himself as a battalion comimander in the Battle of Novaleta. Next came
China service in the Boxer Rebellion, where he was commended for his participation in
thé siege and capture of Tientsin.

In the catly 1900s, Fuller served in various command and staff roles in Caribbean ac-
tions, including Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Cubz, and elscwhere afloat and ashore.
During World War 1, Colonel (and temporatily Brigadier General) Fuller commanded
a provisional brigade in Santo Domingo and assumed several administrative positions
of high rank in the military government of that island nation. For this duty, he was com-
mended by his naval supetiors. Duting this period, 2 son, Captain Ted Fuller, was killed
in action in France,

After World War I, Colonel and later General Fuller setved in a number of post, sta-
tion, and school duties, and becarne the Majot General Commandant in August of 1930.
He retired 1 March 1934, acage 64. Altogether, he had setved on active duty for 48 years,
9 morths, and 8 days.

Goetige Street

“The Great Goettge,” he was sometimes called in those post-World War I days of the
Roaring ‘Fwenties when a scarlet sweater with gold “M™ won for beating out Army and
Navy service teams for the President’s Cup could be worn as proudly as 2 ribbon earned
in batdlé, Football writers of the day compared him to Jim Thorpe. Major General Com-
mandant John A. Lejeune commended him for his football performance on the 1925
team which won the cup, and he was coach of the team which won the cup for the Ma-
rine Corps the following year.

This was Colonel Frank Bryan Goetige, promoted to that rank posthumously after having
lost his life in-2 daring patrol on Guadalcanal in the carly days of that World War II
operation, A native of Canton, Ohio, where he was born' 30 December 18935, Goettge
enlisted in the Marine Corps in May 1917, for World War I duty in France. He received
2 “field commission” to second licutenant in the summer of 1918, and sailed for France
where he took part in the final stages of the Meuse-Argonne offensive with the 5th Marines.

After the war, Goctrge served at various posts and stations, in Hait, in China, and
at sea and schools, In between such normal assignments of the day, he served as coach
and player on a number of Matine Corps football teams. In the 1930s, he served for a
time as an aide to President Hoover, and at another time as aide to Commandant Fuller,

Lieutenant Colonel Goctige was the G-2 (Intelligence Officer) of the 1st Marine Divi-
sion when it landed on Guadalcanal on 7 August 1942. A few days later, a Japanese prisoner
gave word that an eénemy fotce in 2 nearby coastal village wished to surrender. On 12
August, Goettge and 2 patrol moved by boat to the village to atrange the surrender. When
they reached the beach, the Japanese opened fire. The ambush killed Licutenant Colonel
Goettge and all but three of the patrol. The survivots either swam back to friendly lines
or worked their way through the jungle to safery.



Henderson Street

Commandant of the Marine Corps for so many years that some members of his family
reportedly thought he owned that big old house at Eighth and I Streets (its additess is
actually 801 G Street, S.E.) in Washington, Brigadier General Archibald Henderson, the
fifth Commandant, once closed Headquarters Marine Corps and put on the front door
a sign saying he could be found in Florida fighting the Seminole Indians—or so it is
said. Henderson served as Commandant from 17 October 1820 to 6 January 1859 —38
years, 2 months, and 19 days. He died in office, age 76, President James Buchanan and
members of his cabinet attended the funeral.

In the year following Henderson's death, the first shots of the Civil War were fired
at Fort Sumter. It was an amazing life span, in world-shaking years for the young United
States. Born in Fairfix County; Virginia, on 21 January 1783, Henderson became a se-
cond lieutenant of Marines on 4 June 1806. In the War of 1812, he served on board the
Frigate Conststusion ("OM Ironsides”) and helped fight her in that famous battle at sca
against the British frigare Jave in December of 1812; and he was present also in 1815
for those engagements with Cyane and Levont:

During World War I, 4 Navy transport ship was named for General Hendetson. Hen-
desson Hall, the small base adjacent to the present Headquarters Marine Corps in Arding-
ton, Virginiz, is named for him. Henderson Hall someday miay hold Headquarters Matine
Corps itself. Headquarters at present is a tenant of Federal Building No. 2, previously
cchdtthavyAnncx,bmmknownasthcAﬂmgtonAnm(w&cPcmgon) The
General Services Administration aceually minages the building, part of which is occupied
by the Navy. Therearcplansfo:newbmldmgsatl—lmdmﬂdehnd:wouldaﬂow
the Marine Corps to own its own headquarters buildings.

Berkeley Avenue

Fisst there was Marine Palms housing near the main gate, a no-nonsense checkerboard
of gray concrete tilt-ups surrounded by sand, where carly residents chumed up strects
with such names as Plant, Mineral, Cactus, Lead, Ironwood. Then, when it became ap-
parent that 2 Marine base was here 1o stay, Ocotillo Heights blossomed fiom the desert,
with fancy windows which tried to catch desett views (but caught miostly heat), quarters
posing above curving streets named after famous Marines of yesteryear; and rather smug-
ly embraced. 2 golf course, never mind that it was watered by sometimes malodorous
reclaimed water from “Little Lake Bandini” There beyond the settling ponds and on the
left a desolate chunk of desert which the base does not own, is the back gaie and —
wonder of wonders—a “subdivision” which almost seems to be off the base.

To get to this housing area apart, turn left beyond 10th Street on Betkeley Avenue,
named for Major General Randolph C. Berkeley, who earned the Medal of Honior at Veta
Cruz during the intervention in Mexico in 1914. Later, in Nicatagua io 1927, he earned
the Navy Cross. He was born in 1875 at Staunton, Vitginia, and sfeer schooling was ap-
pointed a second licutenant in the Marine Corps on 8: August 1898; duting the Spanish-
American War. Although he lefc the Marine Corps briefly in early 1899, he returned be-
fore the year was out, and then served for more than 40 years in a variety of duties which
included service at sea, i the Philippines, Cuba, Panama, Mcxico, Ching, Hairi, Nicaragua,
and Guam. He retired in January of 1939, and died in 1960.

Lejeune Circle
Lejeune Circle can pethaps be thoughe of as binding together the west end of the Ocoril-

ko Heights streets in the same way that the 13th Commandant, Major General John Archer
Lejeune, bound gether historically the Old Corps and the New Corps. Lejeune was a




native of Louisiana (born 1867) and noted for diplomacy, staff and command compe-
tence, plus forward thinking. Lejeune served the Corps from the pre-World. War I years
ofmﬂdcuchmcntsandscagomgsctmethmugh World War I and into the dawn of
the modem amphibious age which camie to fruition for the Cotps later, during World
War 1.

1n France during World War I, General Lejeune became the first Marine officer to com-
mand a division in combat. This was the American Expeditionary Foree's 2d Division,
which mdudcdthe4tthgadc composed of Marines, as-well 2s an Army brigade, ar-
tillery, and othier units, His preparation for that assignment went all the way back to his
daysattheNavaiAcadcmy, from which he graduated i 1899, and then through assign-
ments of sea duty, in Panama where his diplomatic talents fitst attracted antention, in
the Philippines, Cuba, Vera Cruz (1914), and s assistant commandant (to General Bar-
niett), and cominand of the new, large Matine Corps base at Quantico in 1917.

Duting his years as Commandaat (1920-29) Lejeune is credited with fmgmg the way
for modern methods of administration and peisonnel selection and promotion, for ex-
peditionary force concepts which led the way later for amphibious doctfine, and for mak-
ing useful - the nation a larger and fully modern Marine Cotps. And. as ull Marines
know, the 13th Commandant created much of the ceremonial tmppings of traditional
Marine Cotps birthday obsetvances —an almost magical annual rebinding of Marine C
spirit and dedication which has touched us all duting the years since Lejeunc held thc
helm of the Corps.

Upshuor Avenoe

When Berkeley Avenue, coming across the desert from del Valle Drive, teaches the
Ocotillo Housing atea, it:cutves around the south border of the subdivision and then
disappears north beyond the golf course. At the castern pointof Ocusillo, Upshur Avenue
branches off northward and then tirrns westward to foren the north border of this hious-
ing arez. In between ase- elght ctoss streets—namied for Matines from “A” t “H”, and
at the southwest region is a loop, Lejeune Circle..

‘Upshur, the north botder, is named for another Medat of Honor recipient, Major General
William P. Upshur, who entered the Marine Corps shortly after the wirn of the century.
Heé also served “in every clime and place” from Haiti, where be carnied the Medal of Hornor
it 1915, scveral touss of sea duty, Cuba, the Philippines, China, and then France in Wozld
War 1.

His name is burned indclibly into the memory of an entire gencration of officer candi-
dates who trained during the Korean War and later at Camp Upshur at Quantico. Also,
Major General Upshur wrote and signed the foreword of the Guidebook for Marines of
the World War I period.

Upshur, bom in. 1881 in Richmond, Virginia, graduated from the Virginia Milirary
Institute (VMI) and became a Matine Corps second licutenant on 1 Februaty 19504. In
1942 he vs Commariding General, Department of the Pacific (2 command of the World
War H petiod, located in San Francisco), when he was killed in a plane crash near Sitka,
Alaska.



Appendix B

Twentynine Palms Commanders

LtCol Frederick H. Scantling. . ................ ... .. ... .. 15 Dec 1952-Jul 1953
Col Francis R. Brink............... ..o, Jul 1953-29 Dec 1954
Col John 8. Oldfield. ................... ... . ... 29 Dec 1954-30 Jan 1957
BGen Thomas G. McFatfand. .. ........................ 1 Feb 1957-27 Jun 1957
BGen Randall M. VICtOry. . .« nvvvmnrsenreaneeeannn., 28 Jun 1957-30 Dec 1958
BGen Alpha L. Bowser. ......................cuuen... 31 Dec 1958-29 Sep 1960
BGen Lewis J. Fields. . ..................o.oiuin.eL. 30 Sep 1960-30 Aug 1962
BGen Joseph L. Stewart. ... 31 Aug 1962-17 Mar 1964
BGen William K. Jones. ....... ... ... ............... 18 Mar 1964-27 Dec 1965
BGen Virgil W. Banning.............covvvnn.... .....28 Dec 1965-28 Jul 1966
Col Henty M. Wellman, Jr.......ooovniiiiiinininnnn. 29 Jul 1966-30 Oct 1966
BGen Regan Fuller. ............ ... ... .. ... ... 31 Oct 1966-25 Mar 1969
BGen Carld W. Hoffman............................. 26 Mar 1969-23 Apr 1971
BGen Paul G. Graham. ......... i 24 Apr 197116 Oct 1972
BGen Kenneth J. Houghton. ..., cieneevienn.no ... 17 Oct 1972-30 Apr 1973
BGen William G. Joslyn. . .coe vy s wmme e vovevvneen 1 May 1973-1 May 1974
Col Albert E. Coffeen. . ...... HFIG500000 000060000aa0aaac 2 May 1974-9 May 1974
BGen Clarence H. Schmid .o voe oo oo i oL 10 May 1974-17 Jul 1975

BGen Emest R. Rcid. JI'. oo 38 A R AT L 18 ]l.l.l 1975-29 Jun 1976
BGen Edward J. Megatr. .. .. a3 5evn - . - 30 June 1976-19 Mar 1978

BGen Harold G. Glasgow. .. cee e e e 20 Mar 1978-10 Apr 1981
BGen Joseph B. Knotts. . . ... v v cos o womr nivis wie o - oo« o . 11 Apr 198114 Jul 1983
BGen William R. Etoyre. . ... vvvvinaviananeennnnnnn.. 15 Jul 1983-14 Jun 1985
BGen John P. Monahan. .. ... ... e eaans 15 Jun 1985-12 May 1986
MajGen Ernest T. Cook, Jr.. ... .; Bdgeernans 13 May 1986-27 Aug 1987
MajGen Gene A. Deegan...... i P 28 Aug 1987-18 Jul 1989

Mﬂchn John I. Hopkiﬂ._s- L T R R R U Y --v19 Jui 1989‘



Appendix C
Chronology

20Aug52

6Feb33

1Feb57

10ct78

16Feb79

Activated as Camp Detachment Marine Corps Training Center,
Twentynine Palms, California.

Redesignated as Marine Cotps Training Center, Twentynine Palms,

Redesignated as Marine Corps Base, Twentynine Palms, California.

Redesignated as Mafine Corps Air Ground Combat Training
Center, Twentynine Palms, California.

Redesignated as Matine Corps Air Gtound Combat Centet, Twenty-
nine Palms, California.



Appendix D

Honorts
{
-
H L |
f{’. = 'l'| MARINE CORPS AIR GROUND COMBAT CENTER
L TWENTYNINE PALMS, CALIFORNIA
ra=l s

Maronal DEressE SERVICE STREAMER WTTH OME BRoazs Stan

MARINE CORPS COMMUNICATION-ELECTRONICS SCHOOL
MARINE CORPS AIR GROUND COMBAT CENTER

MERITORIOUS UNIT CITATION, 1 SEPTEMBER 1979-1 JANUARY 1984
MERITORIOUS UNIT CITATION, 1 JULY 1987-31 JULY 1988



Appendix E

List of Reviewers

Marines
General Lovis H. Wilson, Jr., USMC (Ret)

Lieutenant General William K. Jones, USMC (Ret)

Major General Wiiliam R. Ecnyre, USMC
Major General Harold G. Glasgow, USMC
Major Generil Robert E. Haebel, USMC
Major General Carl W. Hoffinan, USMC (Ret)

Brigadier General John S. Oldfield, USMC (Rer)
Colonel George P. Blackburn, Jr., USMC (Ret)
Colonel Ralph K. Culver, USMC (Ret)

Colonel Francis I. Fenton, USMC (Ret)

Colonel James E. Stanton, USMC (Rer)

Lieutenant Colonel Donald E. Noll, USMC (Ret)
Lieutenant Colonel Frederick J. Scantling, USMC (Rer)

Gunnery Sergeant Charlie E. Miller, USMC (Ret)
Othets
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The device reproduced on the back cover is
the oldest military insignia in continuous use
in the United States. It first appeared, as
shown here, on Marine Corps buttons adopt-
ed in 1804. With the stars changed to five
points, this device has continued on Marine

Corps buttons to the presens day.








