
BRIE! HrsloPY g!

IIistolical Branch,

geadqual ters ,  U.  s .

washington, D.

llizaleth L. lielney

l

c. 2a3aa



I

l

l

: ]

Mar ine  corps .w d- ion  lad  rLs  incepEr@ on 22  M"y  1912,
shen lieutehant Alfred A- cunninqhe reported to Che Naval
Aviation Camp, Ahnapolis, ,qaryland. The following July, he
uas ordeled f!6r Annapolis to the glrqess
M"rb  eh-cd .  MassacnusFLrs ,  rhera  6c t lo ]  t l i ghr  t ra -n ing  cas
conducted. He sotroeat or I after 2 hours and 40
mihutes ol instluctioD. lhus lieutenant Cunningham, vhose
Naval aviato! N6ber vas 5, becme Marlle aviato! N\be! ].

As eally as 1913, he vas nade a memb€r of the chmbers
Eoard, cmposed of sia Naly officers and niftsetf, whtch corvered
t. d!a* up ia cmprehensive plan for the o.gsnization of a
naval aeronauti.ar sesice,o assu.inq the Ma.ines of a re?re-

ndvd l  c \ :a t ion  " I ro - ts  
' ro r  t te  t reg inn ing .

Naval aviation,s eally develoFent owed nuch to its Maline
membels Fho palticipated in 6me of the earliest e4erinenls--
b@binq fld a naval plane {EeFard 1. smith) r t-kins otf by
catapult frm a battl€ship undeday {A}fred A. cunninqhd) t
and loopins a seaplale (riancts T. Evds).

-he  f i r ; r  wo, rd  Har  -n  6
April l9l?, Maiihe aviation consiste8 of only 6 Maline offlcers
designeted navar avlarols, I warlant office!, and 4s enlisted
men. six months late., tlre rirsr Marine aeronautic c@.anv
Lc-  o rgd  ized .  r t  w6s  rd led  -o  more  h . l sEory  b \  e .  m inq  rap
fi.st Amerlcan flying unit of any seryice to 9o overseas cm-
pletely tlained 3nd equip!€d, on 9 .rduarf rgra, the .onpane
o t  l 2  o r r  r  . c r s  : . o  l l !  F n l i s r e -  r a r  v a s  t ! ) n s r - . r e d  t o  p o : L a
Defgada, on the islend of sao Miquel in rhe azores, for durv.
There it f1e{ sea!1anes on anrisutnarine patrol for lhe !em:i.,

lack in rhe stares, ualine avlation nushroded. efter
utilizing ]rmy and Navy fields at liineo1a, Ne' york, caDe Mav.
N e v  J e r ' - y ,  L - k e  C h " r l e " ,  - o u . . 0 1 . .  q n d  . o - o r u .  c r o v € ,  r r o r ; d d .
r l e  v J r - r e s  f ' n 6 1 1 \  o o L  . a e  J  @  r i e t d .  ! n  A p r ! t  l o . a .  r h e
Curtiss Flyirg rield at Midi, Florida, was leneed the I,lalthe
Ffylnq rieid, Ehe tir.t i. the nistory of the corps.

rorce, cmposed of a neadqnarrers detactmenr
and four landplane squadrons. fhis orqaDizarioh vas o.deled
aldost imediately to p.epar€ ro sail for r.ance, Bv 30 Julv
f9ln, three Malrne squadlons, cfrlosed of IOI office;s and 6!?
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enli€ted iEh lrad arrived in Frarce, followed by the fourth in
octolE!. Uloh their a.rrval, Lh. Merine squad.obs becde the
Day u- rg  o f  c l !  No iLhe n  Bnn. iq  e -oJp .  sa  e  tvo  l ,ovy  sqJ6d
ronq Fcde up  Lh-  ^ igh '  w1no.  f  sL  ihs t -nce  o l
ung ahd qroup organtzation in naval aviation. The g@up,

the htgher ecrreroh, wnereas in world i{ar IMe

The ilallDe pilots, like rnost American aimen in lrance,
faced a most perplexing probtem--no aircrait. fnile they
ava iced d . l t very  o f  the- r  p l . . -s ,  r \ey  uprF  a5s ioned Lo
Br i t i sn  sqrod lons  vhe-ern  Ln- r  qo l  ,her .  a . .s t  tasL6 o t  cmbdc
in DeHavtlland ai.crafr (DHs) - rr was nor until 23 sepr€mbe!
rhat the Martnes r€ceived rnerr first $t ib lrance-

Allhough the Amistice cae sdon afrer l,larine aviariar
Marines perfomed cfed:irably deslire a sholtaqe

ot  p lcnes  ond L lno .  They  shoL d6M.  c r  lees l  4 ,  lossrDty  -s
nany as 12, Ceman plancs. fhey lerfomed t'he filsr recorded
aelial resupply mission when thay dropped food to a rrench
leg;ment tsolated for several days :n the front lines on rhe
wesLe!n  ( .onr .  Foc  cnat  a . .o rp l r5 tsen! ,  th ree  p_ to ts  her -
awarded the Distinquisbed service Medalr lbeir obse4ers
leceived tbe Navy closs, ar rhat ttme a lose! lared decorarion,
Tvo Medals of Hono! vele avarded a pilor (second lleutenanr
Ralph Talbot) and his obseFer (cunnefy se.geahr Robert euy
Rub i rsor  )  fo -  shooL,no  doq . !o  an6,1  p lo le -  oga lnsc  over -

In florld wa! L a rotal of 29? officers and 2,Ie0 erllsled
men served in uarine aviation. Of this nmt€!, about one half

its rctur. from rrance, Martne ai: beaan
a p 4 o b .  . i n g .  r n  l e b r u d r y  1 9 1 9 ,  r h 6  t s l  l o l i n e  A v r . L r o a  c r c e
Ras disbanded at tlidi, and ihe followinq honrh virnessed the
dissolutio. of tl]e Fiist Marine Aeronauric comDanr, vhich had' le  42ores .  Pet rc -1 inq  F . rsoare_ d-  111t r i  were
tlanstelred rn th€ slme! of 1919 to palris rstand and Ouantico,
and tbe Marine rlying lield at Midi ras ab3ndoned on 25 seD_
L - 1 b c r .  f n -  f o l r o " . ' q  y e - r .  f f - . i n e . v r a r r o n  h d o  , r u L  6 ?  p ' t ; 1 .
and suffered a stilt further red!.rio! in 1921, Hhen its pilor
s t renqth  dro .ped Lo  4  .

I , lo l l  d  l {e rs .  r l "  v rL l  r r_  av iaLron
ues ,  I  o , l y  u r  .  ced  s r -L - -  n ,  t  .  d r . ,  se lv rcc  ihar  a (  . !o t  I t .  q . ! .
cdbat. uarine air Eerved in sa.to Ddni.go frh Februalt 1919
until July 1924r in Haiti frfr March 1919 to Auqusr 1934; and

f rm lo2 .  .o  to .  .  T -hrouohod,  hose )o . .e .  rne
o n l !  e . r p c r  r e n c .  9  c , o . -  .  .  t

v c s  a l s :  c o - ( . i o u E i n o  . - o . c e . I y  n 6 !  L - . i _ c s  L o  b o r 1 9 r o , n ^
a n d  a - r  ! 6 r f a l e .  1 ! . . , ' " " . u  ! - . i 1  p r l o r r  t - d  o y  M r l o .  R o s s

( h e  C r ' -  L o
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ear l le r  deve loped by  L teurenanc
an 6 lqan ized eneny (sand ino is  R.
they vere the flrst Lo enploy ai
cmbatr and there, they ve.e lhe
supplies bt air.

IJlvson tt. r,1. sandcrso!) against
belo) r aqain in Nicaragua,
r-to-ground

firs! to Lransport ttoops and

Marine pifots evacuared wounded in Haiti ad sarto Domingo
1n tbe earfy 1920s, utilizinq tuo modified nss desiqned by a

But tlre besr hnom of rhe evacuation missions
o c c J r f e d  d u r i n d  L h e  ! r o h r i ' g  _ n  N l r d - d o u a .  - i - u L o n a n r  { I a t e r
G e n e ! c I r  c h r i s r i a n  F -  S c h r l L ,  o h  6 , a  - a n J d r y  l 9 l a ,  n c o e  _ 0
h . 1 r - r . r s l h q  r r j d n L s  L n . F .  r  i r - ,  l d n d , r q  o n  d  a - l - s r  "  L  .  I -
fietd in Ouilali, to rescue Ia seliousty rounded Marines uho
had been dbushed try the enemy. For hrs alnost suF€rhman
skiU' schilr {as awalded the Medal of Hono!.

The first tine Maline aviatols eve! served in tbe ?acific
vas {her 10 pilols and 90 enlisted nen of rltght r-l 4tb squadron,
reached Gud on t7 rlalch 192f. rlyinq seap.lalies, tbose l\4a.ine
p l lo ls  p4r fom-d  ou .po- r  du lv  lo  1e- !s .  g (ever .
noot  o r  , l . s  sq .o( ron  h .o  : r -  cud  sedrce  inLer rupLed fo !
duly even farther {es!, vheb in early 192?, a chinese cjvtl

- n 6 n o n a , .  P F  '  p r h a ,  e ' a  o - r p r
cities. llments of the cum sqladron xere shippd to Shanghal
in Aplil, and uere join€d rhe fotlouihg nonth rr:, a headqlartels
delaclment and a ftghter squadron dispatchea frft San Dieqo.
These untts in china eventually rrecde Fighrj.nq squadron 5-r,1,
Obse4ati6 Squadion lo-M, and Scouting squadlon 1-M. For the
next la months, xarine pilors flew 3,ala reconnatcsece sortles

to heep a r.atchf,ul eye on rl)e chitrese anraq-
onists. after the threat !o foreigners had abared, ihe person,
nel flom t'he cud squad.on rerLrnedsro tha! israhd, and rhe
other  d : -  un- i t s  rFLum-d to  .ne  sLotes .

AL h f rF  dur r f ,o  chosF y6 . -s  o f  :o -c ! t -e i l  leoce,  Mor i , .e
awiar:ols aidenlly and araluously larro!€d to increase thetr
kn@ledg€ of and proficiency tD aeronautics. They flev recold-
bleal<inq fliqhts, established speed lecords, von safety avards?
dislFtched nedictne ard supplies !o areas strick€n by earrh_
qlakes and hurricanes/ abd e:?erimented in bllhd flyirq, aelial
callography, and photoqraphy-preparing thenselves for a furure
i l lus t r ious  ro le .

A - r h o u g n  r , w r s  n o -  u -  . 1  1 o 2 r  r n o t  r 4 a , 1 n e  a v r o ! j . o n
aplFaled at al] i! the annual schedure of tne Nawal aelonautrcal
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  - t  h - d  b . - a . o r s j c J  - - o  t r n
inteqral part oi tlre naval naval tactics cnanqed,
1 '  b -cde neces .ary  I  o rq6n1?.  on  ;na

L o  .  .  - 9 e  a l s o .  r n  l o l ]  L o
and vs-]5ri.r, the first Marin€ squadrons ro b€c@e part of rhe
fleet air olgdization, vexe ataard the calriers saratooa aid



oh a Decembet 1933, a slep of wital imPo.tan'e uas rak€n
tith lhe olgani.zatioh of lne Fieer Marine force, a unit con-
stltuted as an integral !ar! of the united states lleet The
develoFnent of the !1eet Maline lorce bloug}]t abour nany
charges in the olgantzation and emlfoyment of Marine aviation'
!1osc ihpoliant, thele vas to be less empnasis on expedltlonarv
auty anil more on tlre seizure of advance naval bases in the

the  nex t  o rq-nrzd t ronc-  c lanoe oa  inpo- tance Lo  i r ' c t ' r '
- v ia . ion  cee f  1915,  vh-n  Lne av  ac ion
o l - rLers  Mar ine  coror  Leb d 'vorced l t@ ' '  Dr /  s ron  or
d* . . ,  ' " *  

" . "  
l ra r ; i ' q  -nd  b ,cane "n  

lndep_nqe.L  s "cLron
u;der  Ehe xa io r  cer - r - i  c f f iandarL .  on  I  Ap l r  I  e l6 ,  : r
* . :me -  d r / ;s  on  dnder  a  Dr rec 'o r  o r  Av ia l ioa .  rhe  d  Jecco '
of ihe new aiwis:on adviser !o the
all aviarlon as a tiaison office! tretreen tne
Marine corFs anat the Navv's Bureau of Aeronautics_ unlike
l la r ine  corps  in ran t ry  -nd  a .  l l l e4  Hn ic f  d reu  L le"  equ:p-
neh l  f rc  rc l l  q ry  a r 'o  NaLry  . in  €oo i " 'on  to  3u9t lv i rg  nuch
oI  rner r  ohJ ,  Ma l i r -  av  eL ion  d_p"nded so l_ fv  o r  Lhe Nc/v
fo! ils air.taft and all olher aviatton gear.

or 30 JNe 1939, th€le tere 2Io office.s and f,142 enlisted
men ob active duty eith Marine avialion. BY rue 1940, tle nw-
e f ,  h c d  r . s e n . o  1 , 3 . 0 .  T n . u n t  q 4 0  c o n a r e s s  d L t n o r l z _ d  t h e
Navy ,  O,OOO p] -n -  p .ooJr  o !  wr . .h  Mo!  HEs e l lo : ted
I  l ;7 .  P I .ns  re re . ' -ae  to -  rne  es l .o  -shnbnt  o I  4  g loup"  o '  -

sqladrons each- fofloving landing exercises in 1941, it tas
e-Lr r . :ed  , \ "  .  s - .q le  a r /  s  on  rc  !19  s  dF ib ious  lcnd  aJ
rc - . ld  requ i .e  l2  f .qh .er .  S  drv ' -oos te-  2  obsp.va l  on ,  d f ,d  4
' ! , r i ! v ; u a d l o n s .  a n c  c F v e l o p i n g  r i -
.q , " . . i ,n .  ,u r

Although the Ist and 2d Martne Ailcraft llings
sioned ln .tuly 1941, w]1en vat cde five monahs la!e! there was
s ! r ' l  o n l y  o n F  9 r o . o  r r  e : ' h  q i n l ,  v 1 r ! n 4 . r i r c r d f t  C - o r p  l 1  c i
o u a n t i c o  € n o  v a - 1 . -  A i r - ! - t .  G - ' u p  2 I  w ' r t
on Oalr! dd others at Wake Isfand.

fhe Fearl Harbor attack tiquid-ted a1t bui: one of the 4a
Martre atrclaft at Ewa, tne one to escape vas a censporr sent
Lo  ro .  d  l s l -hd  fo r  rep" j  ,  - .
C l o u D  - -  o - q a n r z c r  r r d  d r ' e c t - o  t t  d c r ! 1 . -  o f  t h e j . ' - ' I d  ' o
ve l l  Lha!  l -by  k€ !  rL  oDcn Er  rouohou_ the  a l t . ' h ,
thus rendering assistance to Amy and NalT aircraft unable to
reach their for seflicinsj thev dohed a tapanese
D - e n e  ;  h  a  q - o u ' o  q u r '  e n d  r l P J  t 6 d  a  l o v '  r r c ' n l a g _ . 1
; d L l r e . - . u a t r . - .  . a  k i l t - d  - j  L o u ' d " o )  r n " n  n r '  o L h F r  a l 6 l d
or statio! ubde.

ahe 13st of the 12 Marine ptanes at r4ake {as deslroyed oh
22 Decflb€!. Yet, vith only five planes, seven hawjng been
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i oes l royed r  he  jn i t ia !  a t tac l  on  a  De 'emer '  r ' l o te  p i lo ls
.dn i  t i -  

" "sLroYer  
4 r  'd rda  dnd

the ' r . r -s l  a l . . ra f  r - ; ; - ; ;  -  !  d  rhPt  ' \e  20  unuornoPd
s lnrvo .s  o t  Ehe sqddo on 's  conp. tePbnE o f  b l  -o lncd .Lhe q  ound

t .oops  ono cought ; -  rn i 'n t ! ' , f ' n  un  i l  $ev  vere  k l r led  o !

shor l le  . f cer  n -d-Db.erbAr '  17  Har ine  sB ' lus  (v indrcaro-s )

o f  wa;  iM; ; ine  sco  'L -Bdb. r  sq l<d 'on , -2 ' t  1eo bv  c  Nc l ry  Pw'

; ;dehed ra  d tdy  a l re r  d  specLacL j l - r  I  iqhL  oa  ius t  u tde l  ren

ho l rs  f rom Pedr l - -Lhe longe L  mass  ovef ldLer  s inqre-e 'o  nea

;it;h! ;;.h" books at tn:t !ise. on chlistras dav 1e41'
tid;"t received its fitst riqhtels when t4 Marine F2A-3s'iii""'".".-i"riir"."t 

"i 
!ru.ii. riqr't.. s.tuadron ?2r jotned the

eive bnbels thele.

ExceDt  to r  .  sn imis \  o r  fou-  l {c !1ne p i -oLs  u i ln  6  ! "con

n a i s s a n c e o 1 a n e t - m | } c j . { 6 r s h . | | s ' q n - c 1 1 t h . y s h o
kds  rn  r f -  do ld .qs  Lr  L  l  rhe  fo l . ld lng
li uiJ""v 

"."'.t"a. 
out.wbered and outcrasse'l bv lhe rapanese

2.r", raii"" pilots, nevertheless, verc unsurlassed in vatot'
v i . r '  

" r . t t " .  
.Lones  t l rev  Lhe r r rs !  dwagP on

= i ; ; . ; ;  ; i  J ; " : . ; "  -up- r io .  " , rc re ; t  
o  h -  25  i ' ra - ine  r io ' r le r

" i i " i . .  
l . r "  i o . , *  

" . 0  
r h '  r ! r 5  b . r e ' e n c o - n r e ! :  I 3  o - t h e

5; - ; - ; ;  ; ;6 . ; .  - ,o  Lhe ' r  c re 's  de ! '  ros l .  c 'p - ' -n  R icnc ld  r '

; - ; i ' c ,  
"  " " . , . "  

p r lo  ,  .os ramous l /  re  e ived  hF +Ed ' l  o f

i " - i  i i .  a ' " , .c  n i .  r l * 'nq . rb-r  ;1-o Lh'  decl  or  t \ -
; Jp . . . . .  * , t * ;  Mr ' *4e .  sp ; t -ho  r i l ps  ^h /  h  so  b "o l v  c r 'Po led

he ;  Lha !  \ -w  ca r l J4 -p ranes  e .s1 }v  l a r  n  h ' ! '

I 1 i e  im .o r l ance  o -  cv raL ion  o  Mqr lne  L ' c t i c_  Es  g rcPn i -

ca11v show; a! Guadalcana], {he!e ond ot the first obj€ctives

" i  
i i ' .  - " . ' t t  , as  e  pa r t l a l1v  cqp_e ted  J ' t sn " '  a i ! r ' e l d

i " t . i  . ! i ; - "  dende,s ;n r re ld .  ApP.r r r rq  snor taoes or  Pve! ' " -
i . - .q . - . .ea cu6colcsa l  the nde opefc l .  on s loes l r iJ9 '

; ; i ' ; *  
" . .  

sJpprv hou 've-  'no r {cr i16 o/ icL ion

"" .1"  
.^  i . ra . . * .  r ierd d" ; :s i " .ed ove 'vn ' lm- 's  awb€re of  L le

n lqh l !  va ln teo  !o  _e  and  Fx t roded
_h ;  r : pane-e  p r l o ' s  - ' o  zPros

uda ld  ! . r  cuad - l . "nd l  Md  rne  !  . r es  wrnged  the i !  q "v '

ne rp i ra  sha tL "  cve ry  r .P rese - ' o -oed  l _  L  1n  the  so lmons

" i "  " .  
r , a  L n e  R L - : -  r :  v - ] l a  L a / - r ] . .  a n d

s ; . .a :^ - i l - ,  tne \  bod 'v1 I 'o  ap 'esa .b le  Rabaur  rn ' r l  none

" t  
i r .  c tu"  - - '  

__ i ta .  
" " t  op ' r .b -e .  In .ouqh L \E c i lb ' rLc '

Marshalls, carolines, Malia;as, and Palaus the thundering
M;rine rau-colsairs--the rapanese calted th4 {histfjng Dearh--
;l"n!res=ry harassed rhe endy. Frm carrie's rheY first h1t
i r . "  p r , , t ioo i " . . ,  - ro  taL" ' .  fo  !  . JouDs rLppo,  6d

a^u r ,  o " i , i  J " ry  l9 r r '  ro  ihe  f r r_ -  L ina  !n
r ,  s ' ,oo .  , ra r ine  .uppo Lao r '1d  n .g lo lndr roobs  -
:L  l vo  J rm6 ano th_n n ' '  r  on  co  s l r rk '  foky .  i t - - l f .  ln  L t '
Enpelorts om backyard, okinava, cae ihe final blow.
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l l q r rne  o i l o t :  5 \o '  don  cn " ' r  ' i  sc  ^as l  p - rn_  61  F<kc - -

the r r  . I - s !  o i  o \ . n .ua .  BeLveen  rhose  oo las  Mer lne :v rc 'o rJ
i i " i .a  i , : ss  "k i l rs " r  wF 215 la l l y inq  137 enmv a i rc ra f !
desr roved,  rne  fou . 'h  h lqhes t  sco .e  fo ,  c ry  Mo ' ine  corps
so l -d ron  

"no  
lne  l  a tesL  score  or  cnv  -e - r \ '  r t ' ck  squadror  _n

; - ; ; ; ; r ;  ; ; . " ; " -  r ;L r j  -nd  prodd.eo ' r2 r  ac 's  5  o '  
"no l  

og l led
io -o i  

" . . .  
-__ l i " r ._ ,eov inq . : , " .  "oss .  Hcnson.  Hars l .  -nd  Ardr rc ] ] .

n . r " q n o i r J ; . -  r r .  . r :  h ; r , n e  c o , p s  h d d : s  I  s  p - a t  n s ! ' -  o f
rn r rs ,  :  

" - r  
v1n9s  l  "  l . .a !  o .o  ps ,  d rd  r45  a l rc !6L t  sq lao-

!ons. The rarqe;t n$h€r of Prsonnel assigned at
Ma. tne  ar la t ion  vas  125, I52 .

on  ?  seDLember  1945,  i le  a lc f ie - td  c  Yo\osu^ '  ta '  occup ied
be Martn; Ai;craft GrouP 31, which b€cde tlre tirst Maline
; i , : . ; ; . , .  i  - "  

"p . ' " "1 ,  
. .  ! c *nese sor r .  sho l t rv  a r te r  'he

" ' i i . .d . . .  
n " , , *  l v  ac ion  -n '  s  rn  rhe  Fh '1 ippn 's  moved to

Noith chira to carry out theit peaceline nissron of occulryinq
t]]e country and assisting in the telalliation of Japanese
t""o"s. si^. units lemained untif ranuarv 1949' But it was
not ioo lono aflesard, 1€ months/ tha! Maline avlation vas

back in tie Facific to stop a new foe-

Meanwhile, iD t]le short-lived peace berween 1945 and 1950'
Maltn€ aviation retlmed to the task of, leacelrme plePaledness'
Pr j r  c ipa l  4ong he  n- '  y  p  .ses  o l  L .c j  nd

"" ia 
' - '  r* i , i . ' . " -L,o i :  i r - .  oper" .  ot-

leinllodlced to uarines, on a toutine basls, Iate in Follc
tar tI. fhe inbovation of the helicople. revitalized and
re"h-o-d  rne  -o1-  o f  n - ! - re  av i - ! .on  t r  dPh-bro  '  H ' - fa !e  :n
Lhe N; . t "a r  lq - .  M. - ine  - r -  l i oner reo  ! r  '5e  ne !  typ 'o f  ae ! -a . t
wa!, this tine in Korea.

Korea! hoslili!ies reqan ot 25 tune 1950, and bv 5 JuIv,
Ma.ine ai! unils were alerted for cmbar dutv By lhe end of
Ju lv ,  a .  enents  o r  i r rc  ) )  L "  e  a l -e"dv  -  - 'pa ' '

rhe  I i rsL  !1o ! )16  agor rs l  che
flom lry a carrier-based squadron.

Marine avlation gave an oltslalding lprfomance jn KoFa
--first, ln support oi tle lst provislonal Maline Brigade in
r h e  p u . a n  D - r i ; ; , F  j  . e x t  t . I h ,  p  - t . l o n  l 3 r d  n d  b v  t h e  I s l
u " r * .  o ' " t - " .  Hhen s . r . -d ro '  s  o I  -h '  I s -  Md '1ne
; i ; t ; ;  p t re -  

"e  
c ro- - - " r r  . "opo r  c lo  'aLL  ' -  dd  no  rhe

u r ' . r o - o o s  a . . - - r t  a A d  r -  _ r  ' r r  K  ' o o  A  - f r e l d '  F o l l @ i n o

i r i  
"o .  

r -p . "  o !  No.Lh  io re- l  e ' - l v  oc  ober  la50

" r r  
r  

_ r " i  e l - , " r c s  o t  L \ -  L s  r l a r r l e  A - r c r " f t  v r i n s  o  _ u p  o d

. .  * . * . .  t . *  nq  ! \ -  . ! .F -_r  P" t '  o_  Nover t ' r
a n o  € a l I v  D c r L  o !  D e  + o _ r  - o 5 0  l n F n  n a  I  r  Y c r ' ' p  D i v i ' i o n

" " "  
t iqn i  iq  - rs  uey  h ,oJo l  horo"s  o r  c " '

r i *  L i .  c t " .  a  R"s : ruorL  - -_ -  ro  hd .uno .1 r - -a 'L  o t  t l re
Naw.  c j .  !oc -e ,  .no  Mar lne  cor ls  .Jpp l  ^d  -n_

airi.ops a"a evacuated nore than 5,oo0 caslalties Matlne



alrcraft, aid€d by those of the
air suppoft, an inport-ant factor
br€akout frm the en€ny rrip and
Iidhung.

Naw, plovideal lrrilliabt '10se
in- th; Is! l{atine Dlvisionr s
irs fighting withdtaeal to

Betqeen Auqust 1950 and 2? Jury 1953' unils of the lst -
u" . r^"  er i . i . i i  L l ; rq t ter  rore !5an t ts .ooo sor, iFs of  whjch
mole  L l  . n  l 9 ,5oo  n l ss rons  Md '1ne  l . ^ l i  opLe r

squaarons, aitliJ the sfle peri;d, evacuaied aLmost 10,000 !er-

shce the end of the xorean war, elements of the 1st l{1ng
have rmalned on station in
de air defense of lai{an in the tatter part of 195a rhe 2d

Marine Airciaft vJing, slattoned at cherly Point, North caxotlna'
i'". i.q"i"rrv prowi6ed squadrons for duti on board catiers of

l b e  s ' a t n  F . l e e t  i n  t n e  M e d - l ' r , a n F a n .

f t e  M a r i n c  c o ! p s  s . h o o l s  d e v c l o p e o  t h e  t ' c l l c s  o !  \ e ! _ r c a l
enve lo ren t  .s  an  e i l . r '  on  o  Lhe cs<.u l t  d l t io  op ' r 'L 'ons  ih
Kolear'horever, the real aim of cne veltical envefognent planhers
t " d  n o l  F F a  e . . h e d  o y  r \ '  s l f f P '  o l ' a 5 ) '
q r " . . d  *p " ; " ' - "  nnd  c r !  {oo rh  c r l l ce l  dnd
is ' " I rL  i o re  o lqa4 izeo  and  L ra lned  as  d  rEm dno  oeP_ovdorb  i n

the assault directly trom off shole "bases' requited ab assau.|t

vessel nuch like th; Navv's airclaft carliers of trorld $ra! rr'

Th i s  r ^ed  qave  o  
"1  

.o  Lhe  \ev ! ' s  L - ' d  nq  P -cL 'o r  ne l i coP  e r
(LPH)  - s  " . onooc  

-uPpo-  vcsse l  
" ! "b1_  

o f  co ! . } )nd
;eadv inteqlated ted of ai! and slound Malanes. haeec, the
tt."i lps.-..t..onvelled Naw aircraft calriers such as the

Bav . -  Tn -  I r r s - -pp  d * rqned  a r  t a i j .  . oL  l he  p l rdsc  Hes  r . re
i-Barr -" class 's !s !i!q cfflss oneo ! 06 s've-al
s i s te t  s \ l ps  n . ve  s :h_ '  ro -  6d  Lhe  ' l ' eL

}nothe! Marine-inspired technical/tactical conlribltion
Lo  rhe  do_ . r i n -  -nd  p racc i ce  o f  a  r ' d !h .o ro Is  va r fa .e  i s  l r e
sho !L  A i r r i e lo  ' o  r ; cE rc .  sn l  Fo ! '  ( sA rs ) .  I h '  dFmaad  ro r

- ' r c r a l r  - n d l o r  a i ! r j p - d s  s r - ' e b  t : o .  ' s _  r '  - ' c '  ' o  n a  l v
loo ma11 or unsuitable for ailcraft operations is
ooes  b !c \  t o  (he  "omd l i ve  / ' "  s  o r  \ a /d I  av i " c .o f ,  Lhe '  EJg" l "

; l y , c s  a l y t n c  l - d  l m p r o / '  o o  o l € !  o a s  d l l L  o '  w a ! - b : p ' .

v h . n  ( ! e  a . r c ! - f '  c a L . p u l F  v a .  D a c c r e s n r p s  a - o
.ruisers {and as aa aui<itrarv take-off device fo! aircraft

'caffiels), ard rhen the aircrafr car.iet iiself eas devised
Sthe Marine colps {as also sooh intelest€d i! the developren!
o f  a  - / s t e  o :  . i  n - m . l  v  l n s u l t a b l e

" .eas  
-s  .  ' - - "  e lcne '  c  o  n_  d ' \ ' l opncn-  o '

e s L d r r i o .  ^  1 9 4 2  a L  ( a p  x _ "  1 .
c : t  . fo in i - ,  r " lAc . I  z  fo  ldnd las_d mblo lme l  o r
a  Naw-Frov  ocd  c - ldDu l '  cnd  ar .ds t -Fg  der r_e  v  Lh  L l re  c rn"a
. r i r d ( _ a l  ( f 4 " ) .  d u . y  c - r  s 1 o - L  L h  d e v r l o D
ment of this equiprent and the techniques for its use.



it fas not un!i] t9s6 that the cffiandant of the Maltne
corDs redr recred  in te r ' sE Lo  r . .  p .obL$ o i
6 r ! i l e r d s  r o !  u s e  L n o e r  ] e s .  ! \ n n  o p l r n s  ( d o - i i o n s .  T l i s
iove was based on lhe conviction that sucb facilitles tere a
necessity fo! fltlre ]{arine aviation operatio.s. rb Mav 1954,
tbe  erF ; r t lon- rv  o i ! t .e lo  conc-p t  las  opp o \Fd c t  de- -gnaLed
'sho!L-A1. r1 ' ld  io r  l -c r rc - r  suppof t "  (s r l< ) .  In  s_p i  d rE!
1,961, aplroval was orrtained for the estabristment of three sATs
test sii;s- one tas to !e located at I'alibe colps air station,
Quant ico ,  va . ,  a  second a t  l la t ine  corps  Base? 29  pahs ,  ca l i f ' ,
and lhe tnird at Bogue rield, North carotina. Ttle equlFen!
and con.ept of tb€ aATs vas tested tor nea!1v live v€ars' rhenl
in Malch 1965, the ultimate test of a sAls oleration vas con-
ducleat at chu-!ai, vtetnd with its installatior ald o!€ration
unde! cohbar condi!:ons by the llarite task organizatlon.

and hew aiiraft tyFs ;ere hot the only aleas of Marine
avtation to dmand attenrion in tne vears fol1o{ing the end of
actlve nostilities tn Korea. A contiruing Floblem {as tbe
provieion of adequale lw)rers of leleonnef tlained in aviation
dd aetatron-related ski11s. No cateqolIes {€t€ g€ate. proD-
teh6 lhan pifols and airbome .adar iDlelcept o!F!ato!s.

one solution to tbe continuing sholtaqe of pitots tas the
leihtroduction in 1959 of the lra.ine aviation cadet prog!4.
h the 1-o3os nany }taline pifots qaited thet! vi.qs and rheir
ctutssions via the Marine Aviation cadet P!og.d, bua, vilh
Ure t!4endous g!o!,th of navat aviation on the €ve of h'orld
I{ar II? Marine and Navy aviatton cadet progrds were nerged
dal rhe q.aduares frm the joint p.oq'*n tete cffiissioned

r r  e iLhe.  Ene ! -v ! r  o '  I l . . ine  corps  ccco ld  to
L ; ,  - }E  n-ed< or  t \e  s - l .  . -  dnd,  whr rs  poss  b ,e  r_  -  !e .son. l
destres. Ior sme y€ars the supply of naval avtators oblained
throuqh the joirt p.oqrd Has sufficient to freet the needs of
tne Dawal sedice. Hosewer, rry f959, the supply oi trained
pifots and the nwbe! of hew flyers cmis.toned ahnually vas
no! sutftcient to meet lhe needs of bolrh the Naq' ahd th€
Marlne colps. The l4arine ansver !o the dmand was to reactivale
lhe Mi-RcaD proq.m leadtnq to flytnq cmissions for Marines
alleady in servlce. but lacklnq cerrain of the qualificattons
necessary fo! enlo11nent in a flying-trainlnq lroqrd fre ciwil
l  { F .  k l e '  L h -  p r o g r d  c n d e d  n e a l l y  _ . x  v e - . s
of the i4arine Aviatlon cade! progra had siqnificantty added to

tte otbe! area in wnich critical shortages of peisonnef
develop€d folloHinq the erd of the that of lhe
airbo.ne ladar intercept operator. Fr.m tlre leginning of air-
bome radar during qorld war Tr right up until the late 1950s,
the Marine corps had enployed bon-cmissroned officers as
olelato/re.hhiciahs. HoHever. uitn $e advent of the hiqnly

a



Eopbislicated rPhantmr a!.craft and retated veapons svst4s,
it was detemined that the second man oi the fligh! cr€w shonld
also be a cdmissioned offrcer, To meet the dsand a ptogrm
{as introduced vnereby sel€cted regllar aba reseme of€icers
{€re given s@e 46 weeks of Marine and NalY instruction ed
airbolne training befo.e rerng assigned to a ractical squadron
of the 2d or 3d ualine Aiic.aft tlings.

This is not to indicate chat the yeals lotloFinq I(olea
@re so l - l y  o f -s  o r  expa l jn ien .e- ron  -nd  . !a in ino  fo !  Ma. -ne

op€ralional deweloFnents in the decade and a half stnce
(o!ea have kept ab.easr of in.ovations i. techniques abd
equtrnent. l; ,tarualy 1962, lets of \nrF (aw)-
45f re.e dispatched bt ai! frm !] Tolo to alsugt, ttaPan as a
relief for \41{F-312 0f the fst }4arine Aircraft winq. Arliving
one day ahead of schedule and 7,000 mil€s f!@ initial take-off
poiht, the frarathon fiiqht ras acc@plisied bl' six in-tlight
lefuelings. o!€ration PINE NIEDIiE proved that non-srop tacti.af
deploFents of combat-ready airclaft vere feasibfe wlth.udeDtfv
qv . l  

"b le  op- ra l ro  e l  egurgrenL.  app lo !n - re  /  -  62r  1a-e !
\+4A-225 usiDq 16 skynauks refueled by Gv-ls nearly duplicaled
tbe teat of
nission flom chelry Polnt, N. c. to Rota, spai! via Bemuda'

Mar ine  dv :  . t ion  ld rE ic rpa l - l  1n  n . .y  essen! i4 I - /  ,  on-
nilita.y activities fotlo{irg the close of the Korean llar and
dlp1icaled the valuable expriences in lraininq and ptoficiency
g- j  '  -d  du ,  r  ro  e i r l ie r  ber leen- t '  e -u .  p repd led  I  e
aviation force of tne corps fo! efjective c(fuihent ir lrebanon,
lhe D@inicah Repub1ic, and the p.eliminary and main c(milme.t
o f  Mcc  ' -s  Lo  rh -  Fepub- tc  oe  L lc tP6L 'on
ineruded coo!4lation Hith the Natiohal Aeronautics ahd slace
ls r -n is t rc r io  n  Lh-  .s . ronauL recove l l  p rc l !d  fo !  monred
space flights by Na.ine Mectm Heficopter squadrons 262 and
461 (H141-262 and HllM 461) of rcc 26, {hi.h {ere fi.st €mployed
i n  L t ' s  L € s ^  i n  - 9 t a .  - r  e  b ' c ^ F d  v o ' l { l n q  L - t n  t h F  C a r l f o m i a
D - \ r s 1 0 n  o f  f o l a s r r y  i n  o o - '  ' a o  l o , - s L  l i r - <  d h d  d L ' . . o . ' n o
!o prevenr the outbreak of fircs Ehich coulit ire a serions
natural henace to much of catifomia, Ma.ine ai. aiso pa.tici-
pated in cdlJaring various huficanes, floods aDd latulal

L - - r s o n  o n  "  r e q L . o '  o o . . -  r ' . n  ( n e  r t  c o - n l d  D . v . . r o .  o '
Forestry can !e traced as tar back as 194?; the relationship
contihuing and qrowing closer vith the 4I,lolment of helicopters
rry the state aulhoiittcs and tbe undertaLinq of a fohar study
ob fo.est iire eontrcl lry the Marine autho.ities at c&! Pendte-
ton in 1954. Th€ san B-ar.adino stable lires of 1959, followed
try jotn! expelihents in ftle fignttng by airbo.ne {ate. dropsi
and the o.ang€ count] fires of 1960 all co.tribuled to the

9



develoFent of a .iuccessful

lointtY adttrintsbered bY th.
fire conL.ol and Prcvehtron Proqrd
l4artne Colps and state agencles'

n r s a s L c .  ! c l r c f . c t L /  t ' e ,  d u .  r " l  t 5 ' p e r r o o  h o t n  - n  t h e

un l t .d  5 ra tF ,  .no  ab .ooo c .e  -yp  !  io  o  Ma n
H; i i ran  }u rx icane v ic t ims 1n  , l c io lF .  f963.  over  l5o ,oo0 Pouds
of food abd retief srPplies {ere iefil'ered to thc inte!1ot DY

c o n v p . L r o n c l  L - a a : , o r i s  " r d  
4 a A  

" 4 o  
p , u r d b  o  e l i e r  - u o p l i e s

; ; . ; , ' ; ; ; . " : ;  ; :  c ; e -  ,  - q .  . . o n  1 6 ,  { H M  . . 6 ? r  l r m  F h e . u s s
f i . . i . -d-"  i " i i " ' t . "  r ' i '  a"uo.ru"r"n ! (oDoht ov '  r ' ' r - 'ne ! !934'
ro_ i : ; ; ]nq  

- '  
h  s  lmcd i - 'P  ' l ) " f  c ro '  q ranEi r ies  o r  s6 'ds  uere

i i " *  ' . - t - 1 "  j n  o c L o E r  o  . c P L 6  '  s E o - - d e 5 L r o v e 9  ' l 9 P ' :  ^ .
A o c i n , I n I n o 4 , M - ' ' n e H " n ! Y l I e 1 ] c o p ' ' . - 5 q u d d - o n
.i. 

"!r."a 
U the cololadd R;v€r rndian AgencY to airlift a

bulldozer i;!o rhe canyon-locked re.ervation of the HavasuPals
rrar."". tl". onlv vas_ tie bulldozer floH. in, br! tbe Mali'es

" i , " i - - i i " i , . .  
c -  Lhe ,o id '  ^a1p o  s " . j  - ,ed  t r -  'es^ f ld t ion

" . : l " i . " r i  
* ' "  ia  t r1ns  " .a  

no  pr  as  ro  +cons l  uc-  E  due
L o  r n e  d j r f i c r l  r '  o F  b r - 1 '  r g  n  

" ' c  
n !  ! _ ' a r y  ' a E e r j e t  T h e

u- . Ines  l l -q  Lno r l  "n "  
.e  o  rL  Ehe c5oo-

The de^ .o .  L r re 'n  h_  ro ! 'dn  cor  '  c t  c  d  Md! - rF  dep lov-
*."t i" vi.."* *itiessed lhe tntroduction of hos! of the fiae't-
;1 " "  - . -  . " . " .v - . -N- "  1  r - .a f  wnLcn \ ) \e  € 'n  4p lov_d so
, , i Je : - :  ' t t r ,  ,n  v  e inm rn '  "  .n_- td io  tn_  Dotg-o"  5 ] {v \qvks"
ir-r .".r."1, the chance vodcht 'crusadets' (rsu, larer the I a
l'".r..i. d; McDonnerl 'Pha;hs" (r4i1, later the F-4 series)
a;d lhe r,ockheed iHer.ures' (Gv, fater tne Kc se.ies) of cob-

ventional aitcrafi. me various sikorskv, Boeing/Tvettof and
B I I  he . r rcopre-s  ap loved d :  osseu l t  L 'an-poLLs,  c tudno
veh.^  cs ,  L ioop -nd  16  s r i  .d r  and ned:c" l
iuu"u" r i " .  t . tp .  ^F '6  -  so  rn - 'oducFo : '  ' o  ra  ae  "w ia" jon
dulinq thts leriod.

3!d as in an eariiet aav, Marines sere stitl "rhe filst to
fjqht! (or at ieast monq tte first to be empfoved in clists
.ii""ti,l". st'"rt of all-out hostilities) in deferdins tne untted

states and tn neelinq the nation'. inretnatiola1
Anonq 'hF  ro  "  

'apo ! 'anL o t  Lnese $n  - "  r ' " r in
invo i "e .  re -  \e  ;o rce- ra -  ' cd 'n "  -  oep lo l r ' r - "  o  Lebanon : '
rhe  s l f fP_  o i  95a ano -o  Tar ]16 i  d  . i .  ' 062  Na l rne  -_  ' ' l
r.."r".i"*"." Flayed a maio! part in meetinq ue cu!€n Missile.
irl.l. or o.totit 1962. nrso, Marine M€d:im Helicopter squadrons
263 and 264 (BMM 263 and I}$l 264) -e!e mploYed in
Ibptblic in tn€ sPribg of 196s.

Bu '  b1  
_a-  the  no i r  '  1o '  f1can"  e  p loF n  oF

t '  -n  -n  so  ' l '
i962 ard irtenstfyiE vitn the deploldent there of large nmljers
o '  b .  r h  a i .  < a d  o l o  r d  v - r : r e . .

1n  mid  ap ' r l  1962.  6  !e r r  ro ! :ed
transport nelicopters tegar oI€lattnq in ere Meko.g Della in



i .

sldport of Republic of vi€rnam f6rces. After .eFing there
throuqh the sumer of 1962, tne squadron
Da Nang in Scptem!.€r. at Da Nang the llartn€s flev a valiety
of misstons. They provided nobitlty and qlick leaction
po!€ntial to the vi€tndese uhits, resupplled renore outPosts,
trained vietneese air lorce pilots and naintenance Personnel,
and rescu€d tholsands of crvilians fr@ tle flooded lowlards
fo l lo r ing  c le  Lyphoons o l  Novmber  l ' 54-

t n  M J r . h  o ' 1 9 6 5 ,  ( h e  o  h  M a r r n -  l x p e d i L  o n a r y  s ' i o a d e
I lnd-d  aE Da N. rq  Lo  bo l , ib r  Lhe oe  -a - -s  o r  che  c  - f ie ld ,  cnd
in €ar1y May. lhe III l{artne i.nph rtors For.e ms fomed, cm-
prising el4ents of lhe 3d Marine Division and
craft winq,

In the iniliaf enplolment of the brigade lot onfy vas
lactical a1r used, bu! a battalion of the 3d Martnes ,as moved
in-coutrtry by c-130s of t'he Marine aelial retuele!-tlansPort
squadion based in Jalan. The task force belicopter squadf,on
alleady ib-courly was joined by Maline Mediw llellcopter
squa.tron r53 (r$!,u-r63) and Maiine obsenatioh squadloh 2
(rano-2). In these initial cmitnents Marine tacti.al air
ms leplesented rry F-48 Phaltd squadrols 6f l4-\G-11 and A4
skyhavk squadlons of M-\G 12.

Perhaps tbe ho6t outstanding accmPlishnent of this eatly
Feriod vas the installation at chu Lai of a "kinq-sized' SATS
airfield employing two 4,000-foot nsays to provide an a,ooo-
foo t  c - rc ! ! !  -e ._ rsLAd Ldk6 o f !  c !€c  c . ! .b14 o f  th r rs t ing  o
Skyha{k irto the alr ir less ths 2,000 feet. Using this
Fqu ipnF. t  44s  r 'oa  chu l "  : ]e r '  |  o le  ) -1  120 sor t res  d - i l j
and deliwer€d IO,0OO tons of grdnabce on enemy largets du.tnq
rne  lds r  n -  -  mo ' ra .  o1  1965.

t h e  - n : t  r o r c l - o ' c . !  p ! o d r d  P ' e - e -  /  r n  e l a ' c L  6 f l o . o s
on a regular basis, an oppoltsirY fo! many Marine squadrons to

P . N  o p e r a l l o . - .  l l n i l c  e - c )  s q d " d c o a  P ' ' ' o - s  a
t l - .  l i q n  s r - n o - L d  o ' e x c c l l _ n  e  e r p c ' L _ o  o I  c l l  1 4 -  i ' '  a 1 r  u r " '
and nany hawe eslablished of cmbat accmpfishe.t,
tev have strrpassed lhe triple record of Marine ltqhter-Atrack
s q u c o r o h  l l .  ( w  a - 1 1 5 , .  T n l s  s q u a d ' o a  1 <  r e c o ! d F d  a s  \ e \ r  ' 9
r , ; q q " d  r a  o n e  r o r i \  (  . l y  I  0 o o  n o u r s  o f  I l 1 9 h !
line ln a total 0f 727 sorties !o deliver nole than 935 tons
o '  bonbs  - rd  Lock-Ls .
' 

otier narine squad.ons lave had the i6no! oI intloducing'ne{ 
ty!€s of arrcraft into tne cqb3t area such as tne A6A

'h!!irder' atta.k jets of Marine atiack squadron
242 \UtlAl}'wl -242) - This highly solhisticated atlack craft
c ! J i \ e o  . n  v ' - L n s  r '  \ o v e , F  0 6 6  - n d  r ,  .  s  l i - r  ? "  d - \ s
in countr'tr dropped mor
rhis established a new record (rnore than tle total of all ils

1 1



s r -Le ;  squ -d rons  ' n  ] . 1ac - l  I  cnb rn_d ) .  s -  l l  o r te r  o rden ' zc -

i r . r .  * , " . -or . "c  -  _o and t rue a ,cr i  rvp 's  bo 'k  n 'o  tne
cmbar area. Ihe cessna o1-E 'Birddog,' and its predecessor

"c r  -sqhop!€ ! '  c r .  h -o  per lon0cd va l ionr  ' y  .n  l lo r Id  1 i - .  IT
aad Xo!e< and even 1  Ina  a  -L  - tag 's  o r  Ehe v ieEnd ope_a l lons
on lv  o  be  rep- tdc"d  oy  Lhc  r i l lE  h ' l  cop(e ! .  Inen r  ALg 'sL  1056
rhe o IE was i ; c - r red  

- ' r@ 
reoss lsneo Lo  c lose  a t !

support nissiors

Nor have the lotary-tirged craf! of Martne helicopter
sqL-o !ons  pe ! fo rcd  dy  le -s  eKe l l 'n  LY t \an  (her !  f i x_d  q i ro

cous : rs .  a '  roLed .bov_.  Lhe ' vh i !  1 -b ! rc -  can  l "v  c la in  to
the faurel fof, the filst Maline aviation unirs
Added to tbis are the datfy accmplisnnenls of heficopte! !ni!s
sirce Marcn 1965. alnost everY variety of o!e!at1ona1 Marlle
ne . l - .ooce,  n - .  s - - r  se f l i ce  -n  v .e .nd ,  r ' - -o l IJ  he  ! IJ -3d
rd  ur r - l t  re le  u<eo,  then in  v - tch  o t  t956 H l rd - t6a  brouoht  Lhe
cl.t-46A "sea v$ight" in coutry. The sea xhiqht, tith its

l l  cdc  -  oaoed o .Los ,  o !  t lo  Y iLeY
M r i e . ,  i s  c " p a b l "  p c ! ' o , J  o F e r € t  o n - l  ! l r g \ t s
for dislances uF to 200 niles.

Not qui!€ a yea! later EMH-463 lntrodncea rhe cH-53 'sea

sLaI I io  ro  v iF tnd  !6 r  t loop  l  l c  .  r lp lv  ond q i ! .La ' t
rh -s  ne '  ro la ry '  s rJ  oad c rc f '  b rouq l  L  l  t s

c -p .c rEt  o f  la .met  -o -oeo t loops  anq er  e rna l  l r l t  cdp .c ' -v
o '  2 0 . o o o  p o u n d s  r o  \ 1 e r n d  i n . J " n u a r y  . 9 6 1 .  I n  - t s  f i ! - L  s i i
months rn vielnd, I'o1H-453 recovered 156 domed helicoptels and
2 llght fixed-wing airclaft usinq

No! nas xarine aviation's contribltion ro the operatidns
i n  V ' e l n d  b " _ n  - o l e - y  - n  r h e  ! a .  n  o !  - o l d  b a s e d . . - a c i o n .
r,eathefn€ck squadrols have ob more lhan one oc.asio!, enbarked
as a cdPonent of a shipboard-lased group or vlnq-
.ahd, nost impoltant, r4arine heticolte. squadrons have
been assiqned to the seventlr Fl€et's special trabding lolces as
an elemenr of lhe fleetls ai!-dphibious tefl and consplclously
efrployed in support of the ope.ations in vletnm.
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fne ma!e!ia1 in this pape! Jor the leliod tllough ]'rorld \'rat rr
i6 lased upo.i captatn latDa !" smith, ucnR, nAwiatton o!qan!-
zalion in lhe u.ited states Ma'ine corps, 19lr-1945--!ssays tn
Ehe H. isLory ot  Naval  A i r  OlFtat rons, '  v .  v  m€.  nonograDh,  n  d ,
Naval Allalto! Hlstory un1r, office of tlE clief of Navar
opelatlons, (copy in Avtation sutrject !ile, sislorical Blech,
HOMC); RoberE she!!od, !]!19ry d &419 c9-4:4Y19.!!9! ls
Horlo Vrq! tI (Washinqton: cdbat lor.cs
;I-stolic-1-records oi Marine avtarion in lrotld t{a! II. The
nateriaf for the (orean $ar period is delived fld tlre opela-
tionaf .e.oras o! Maline uhits engaged and the disossions ot
post--Koreat opelations are baseat upon publtshea and ulpublished

rnc lassr l l -d  Eco.ds .
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Appenallx 1

7 2

28
29
31

Cot itariob E. cart
,t. r,aderson

ajcen touis B. Robeltshav
col Alan J. Amstrong
nhlcen xelth e. M.cutqheoh

Dec t92o

oc!  1931 (2)

OFTICER-IN.CH;T.CE, AITIAIION {1)

DIRECTORS

Fleld Halrls

OuistiaD i. Schilt

Artht! r. Binney
(etth B. Mccu!.heon

1936 -
1939 -
1943 -
1943 -
1944 -
1944 -
t9so -
L952 -
1955 -
!957 -
!954 -
1958 -

1962 -

(!J3)

1 Apr 1952
3I .tul 19s5
31 Mar 19s?

9S

1962 - 4

1963 -  15
1965 -  f5

(I) on f Apr 1936 lhe title of the senior aviator allached to
Iteadqla.ters, u. s. Martne corps wa€ changed frfr offlcer 1n
Charqe, Avlation, !o Dilecto! ot Aviatioh, ed on 25 Apr 1962
rhe riue was chdsed asatr to Derrty ortef of staff (ai!).

(2) Iltatls due !o accidentaf deatb of co1 1\me! 1n Haili
o n  2 a  o c t  1 9 3 1 .

(3) col CIaytoD actlng Di.ecto! 30 Ma! - i2 May
r 9 4 3 .

(41 col .tohn L. tuitl eas A.l1ng Dilecto. ! Dec 195? - 13 JaD
1 9 5 4 .
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1 ' , : AP.E!.d-1-E z

l
, 1

ATRCRAI'I IITTER AND NUI1BER qXSET EI IE!!III!4II9!

$aline aircraft we.e tdentified by rhe follwinq lette!-
nebe! systa intlodlced in 1923 and in effect until 6 Jury
f962 ehen 1t {as .ulelseded t'y the syslem outfined ln

lhe fi.st lette! indicates the tylF of plahe, the second
rhe nan, ' cc tu !e !  q lLh  a  nber  app-1ded s tondrho !o .  Lhe
modi f iea t ion  o f  the  6 i !c !a f t ,  e .o . ,  an  !F ,2  l s  iden t i f ied  as
a (F) ftsht--., tr (F) cMan, (2) second modlfication. A
nuber inserted letveen type and nanufacturer's letters indi-
cates the model nwbe! of the designer's airclalt in:he sae
class (Che filst model o. design nsb€r "1, i5 alwdys fr1ltedl,
e .g . !  an  r6c-1  is  j .den t i f ied  as  a  ( r )  f iqh te ! ,  (6 )  s ix th  mode l ,
by  (c )  cur t i ss ,  ( l )  f i l s t  mod i f i ca t ion .  ,

nao to E addFd Hhen aircratt hdve been
equip!€d fo. special hissions or have cert:in modifications,
e.9., an s!D-4p is defired a6 a (sB) scout-bmber lty (D)
Douqfa., 14) fourth hodificatlon, equip!€d for {pJ photography.

A - Attackr dbulance P - Patrol
!B - patrol-b6be!

F - lighter R - Tlarsport (MuLti-ebqi.e)
c - Tlansport (sinqte engihe) s - scout
H - Heticopterr hcspital sB - scout-bdnbe!
tt - Tlansport and generaf sN -;sc.ut-tralre!

utllilY so - scout-obseflatio.
,JR -  Ut r ] i t y , t ldn .po l r  and bob lho ;

- - ; " " .
o - obsedac.on Ta - TorF€do-bm):er
oS - obseryarlon-scorLt U - Utillty

x - EXIE rlnentaf

I'I\NUIACTTJRTRS I s!r4EO1S

The year shoM oppostte the manufactule! iraticat€d tlre f1!st
. tine t})at palticllar manufa.lur€r's stmbot aplealed in the

desighation of aircraft essiqned to tlE Mar'nes.

1960) D - Dolglas t1923)
L921)  E  -  Be l lenca (1923)A -  At fs t ic

1925) F - Colwlria {194!)
1943)  F  -  ra i rch l ld  (1944)
L926)

1936)  !  -  cessna
1941)  E -  P ipe.

(19s1)
(r942)
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H -
H -
J -

L

(19 3s )
(194?)
\r947)
(1940)
(1943)

(  1952 t
(19st )
(1926)
( 1 9 4 3 )
\1922)
11942)

(1939)
(  19 s2)
(1931)
(193?J

c - l95o)
\929)
I93 l )
t-944)
1931)
1946)
1942)
!927 )

1950)
1943)
1-o43 )
1944)

r925)

1942)

- Glenn '-. ua.tin

carlier o!€lation of
noncallie! aircraf!

slEcia1 radart s!€cial

Nigh!; all-veathe!

All veather slriFlEd
for day oFratlons
all-@ather and vintelized

Tranapolt-F€r$onne1//

speciat search, ait
eallinqr airlrolne ea.Ly

z - Adnlnistrallve
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STATUS PREFIX SYMEOIS
(CLASSMCATTON t ETmRS)

TITIE

G

J

An alrclaft pemanentlv grountted' -
utitized fo! qrounit lnstluclion and

Aircraft on specl€l tes! proqrans rrv
authorizeal orqanrzsLio
cont .ac !  iav inq  a  sp€c i . t  tes t  con-
fiodraLio^ o! qhose lnstalled ploPerrv
ha; been temlbrarllY removed to
accdodate the tesL. At cmpredon
of t)re lest lhe vehlcle s!11 te elthe!
retloed to its oxiglnaf configuratron
.. retumed to standald olPlai1onal

AlrclaEt on slecral test Proql4: oY
:u thor ized  acE iv i t ies
coDtlact, whose confiquralion ls so
dlasttcaltY changed that retuln or
a i l c ra l t  to  r ts  o r iq ina l  con l rgura t ron
o!  convers ion  Lo  s tandard  opera t ronar
conflqrraEion ls bevond pcactlcable or
econdicat llnrts.

Ailcraft 1n a dewelognental? exlerr-
nettal stage vhere basic misslon and
desio! nwbe! have been designated
but ;o t  es tab l i shed as  a  s tahdard
vehicte for seflice use.

Ar rc ra f t  p rocured in  l lm i ted  qua i t i t ies
Lo deve lo !  txe  lo ten t ia l r taes  or  Lne

Desidnations used fo! id€ntificatton
purp;se durinq the llannins oi P!e_
develolment staqe.
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MODIFIED MISSION S\I.IEOLS
(P!'TIX T,ETTERS)

i

0

Ailcraft designed to search out,
attack and destroy endy land or sea
iargets using conventtonal or stEcial
teapons. AIso used fo! inrerdiction
anat close ar. sulDort nissions.

Atrcrafr frodified f,o. carrying ca.go
sd,/or IEssenge!s.

A l rc ra f t  cap .b te  o f  cor t lo l t inq  a
d lone ar rc ra fL

Aa.craft possessrnq ecr.{ .upju,tttv
or  havrnq  e lec t ron ic  dev icas  to  p ; r_
m1r tuproynen! as an eartv Gr.ind

Jdrc.aft having speciaf equlmenr
for relfonance of sealch 

_ana

Atrcraft h.vlng sFecial eqlllmenr !o
plov1de rn Eliqht refu€tinq of orher
alrc!aft-

Aircraft modified fo! orEratlon ih
the  arc t l c  an-d  an t . rc t i c  lea1ons:
includes sl<1s, sleclar insuiati;!
and other ancillary equisrenr .e-
quired fo! extrene cold reathe!

At!c!af! nodified for catvino and
ralnchibq glided and nonquidea
nlssiles as palt of the ueapohs

Atlcraft capable of be1nq controlted
t.@ a potni outsiCe the ailclaft-

Alrcraft hawrnq equlFient Fem6nenttv
ihs ta l led  fo .  p loLoqraphac and/o !  

-

e rec t ron ic  reconra issa

er."r.it .oaiti"a so ehat it can now
func t ion  ro  search ,  iden t l ry ,  a t tack ,

enemy subr . r i .es ,



Ailciaft sp€cifically equiplEd o!
hodified fo. tlaining pulposes.

Ailcraft having snall Faytoad
utilized or modified ro Frfom
nlscellaneous missions such as
.arrylng cargo or passehqels, !@ing

A1!c!aft havlng acc@odations slch
as chails, tables, ldDnge, berrhs,

staff personnel.

. Ailcraft having heteolofoqicat
equiFnent PmanentlY inst'alled.
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BASIC I'IfSSION AND 1YPE SYT4EoIS

LETIER TITI,E

a

I

Alrclaft desigbed to search out,
attack anat destroy endy land or
sea largets lsinq conventlonal o!
slecial Healrns. A.lso used for
interdiclion and close ai! suppolt

A1.c!aft desiqned

ai!.raft designed

for bdrbirg elemy

for .ar.ylng calgo

alrclaft possessihg EcM calEbiIitY
or bavinq ereclronic devices to
IEmlt emplolment as an eatly walning

Ailcraft designed to intelcept and
destroy olher ailcraft dd/or nissiles.

A rolary-{i.q airclaf! designed tith
lhe calability of f.Liqht tn any plan,
e .q . ,  ho l i zor ta r ,  ver t i ca f ,  o !

alrcraft dJsigned for in-fltqht re-
lueling of olher airctaf!.

Ailcraft designed to obserye (lbrough
visual o! other means) and iepott
tactical infomation conceln1rg cm-
position and aispositton of enemy
forces, lroops, and supplies in an
active cmbat area.

ionq ranqe,  a f1  rea ther ,  mu l t i -eng1.e
a i rc ra f t  oFera t lhq  f ron  land and lor
vater bases, designed fo! inCelEndent
accmplislment of the follovirq
functiobsr antisuliarine varfare,
malitine teconnaissanc

attack and desrloy



I,ET1'R TI11,E

T Airciaft designeat fo! llaining
IErson el j.n tbe oPra!lon of air-
claft anvor related equiFent, abd
having prdls:ons fo! instluctor
Frrobner.

Ailclaft used fo! hlscellaneous
nissions such as carrying cargo and/
o! IEssengels, tding talgets, etc-
These aiiclaft r,tll tnclude those
having a mall Payload.

ai!.raf! desiqed fo. vertt€al take-
off or landing {1tn no take-off o!
fanating rc1l, o! ailclaft capat'te of
tal<e-off ed landing tn a ninths
prescribed dis!&ce.

Airclaft designed fo! testing con-
figlraft.ns of a .adical nature.
These atlcrafr axe not nomalty
lntenaied for use as tacticai aircfaf!.

A self -p!o!elled lishter-than-ait
al!c!aft.

2I
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