




















Preface

MARINE AVIATION IN THE PHILIPPINES is the ninth in a series of operational mono-
graphs, based on official sources and documented in detail, being prepared by the Historical
Division, Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps. The purpose of these monographs is to afford
both military students and casual readers a factually accurate account of the several Marine
Corps operations in World War II.

The scope and treatment of this monograph must of necessity be somewhat different from
that of the rest of the series. Not only was the reconquest of the Philippines primarily an Army
story, but the Marine aviation forces that took part in the campaign were under an overall
Army Air Force command. The scope of this monograph has been limited to Marine activities,
except for other details necessary to proper perspective and background.

Valuable information and assistance have been contributed from many sources. To the
several hundred participants in the actual operations who furnished comments, corrections,
and elaborations, grateful acknowledgment is made herewith. Special thanks are extended to:
Division of Naval Records and History, Department of the Navy; Office of the Chief of Military
History, Department of the Army (in particular to Dr. M. Hamlin Cannon and Mr. Robert R.
Smith of the Pacific Section) ; Historical Division, Air University Library, Department of the
Air Force; Naval Records and Library; Departmental Records Branch, Adjutant General’s
Office, Department of the Army; the Philippine Embassy; and finally to Captain John A.
Gibson, Jr., USMC, and Mr. Jefferson D. Bates for their extensive assistance in the preparation
of this monograph.

Maps were prepared by the Reproduction Section, Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, Vir-
ginia. Official U. S. Marine Corps photographs have been used except as otherwise noted.
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J. C. MCQUEEN
BRIGADIER GENERAL, U. S. MARINE CORPS
DIRECTOR OF MARINE CORPS HISTORY
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Lieutenant General George C. Kenney,

USA, commanding air forces under Mac-

| Arthur, had been holding a dual title. Ken-
f ney, who “had two hats,” as he liked to call
i it, commanded both the Allied Air Forces,
SWPA, and the Fifth U. S. Army Air Force.

‘ 2

As Commander Allied Air Forces, SWPA, he
exercised operational control of the Fifth Air
Force, the Royal Australian Air Force Com-
mand and attached Netherlands East Indies
units, and Aircraft Qeventh Fleet. This Allied
headquarters, originally heavily staffed with
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Australian officers when it was organized 1n
1942, had become more and more of an Amer-
ican body as the Fifth Air Force had dwarfed
the RAAF Command in size ; by June 1944 the
Allied Air Forces staff was also, with the ex-
ception of the Directorate of Intelligence, the
staff of Rear Echelon, Fifth Air Force.?
Because of the dual nature of the Allied
Air Force-Fifth U. S. Air Force command,
the transfer of the Thirteenth U. S. Air Force
and other American units, including the 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing, to SWPA was addi-
tionally complicated. It was no longer feasible
for Kenney’s setup to continue, since it meant
that the Rear Echelon, Fifth Air Force would
be serving, in effect, as the supreme air head-
quarters in SWPA and thus controlling an-

3 The Army Air Forces in World War II, Vol 1V,
Guadalcanal to Saipan, 646—-647. Hereinafter cited as

other American air force.*

A new organization was therefore created
to exercise control of Fifth and Thirteenth
Air Forces. This new command, designated
U. S. Far East Air Forces (FEAF) was taken
over by Kenney during the general adminis-
trative reshuffle of 15 June. Having created
another hat to wear, he then passed one of the
old ones to a subordinate. Kenney retained
command of Allied Air Forces, SWPA, but
turned over command of Fifth Air Force to
Major General Ennis C. Whitehead, USA.
(See Chart 1.)

Organization of FEAF took care of the ad-
ministrative details of the Thirteenth Air
Force, but still another arrangement appeared
necessary to facilitate Allied Air Forces’ con-
trol of Marine and Navy air units now in

AAF in WWIL. * Ibid, 646.
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