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Foreword 

The mention of the Marine Corps Base at Taenrpnioc Palms once emked an imagc 
of a tent city alongside a drp l ak  bed in the middle of the oppressive Mojave Desert 
o f S o u t h e r n ~ m i a  Su&animagemighthavebc+nuucofthefimWtiesar;rb- 
lishcd in 1-2, when the Mvincs m o d  up m the high desert fmm Csmp Rndlemn. 
'Way, hwmcr. rhc dosc to 1.W-squan-mile Air Ground Combat Center at T-ty- 
nine Rlrns & as one of the Corn' most modern mining Wtiu. 
Tbis d u m e  is the second in the sui ts  ofhimries covering major Ma+ Corps bvca 

and mining a n t e n  Thehighly-personalized narm&e nor only provides a general k- 
ry of the b, but coves the $roatth of the surrounding community. 

Ibe author ofrhis monograph, Colonel Vede E Ia~dwig. USMC &tired), is wdl q d -  
fied m write a histoty of Twentynine Palms. Colonei Ludwig, a graduate of the University 
of Indiana with a degree in journalism and of George Washington University with a 
m d s  degree in international affnirr was conmishned a xcond lieutenant in Sep- 
tember 1964. During World WP( U, he joined the k Marine Division in the Russell Is- 
lands, and then as a rifle platoon leeder, participated in the Okinzwa Campaiign and 
North Chiaz occupation duty. His key a.signmeno zfar rejoining the Corps during the 
Korean War m e :  Histod Writer, Hcadqwers U. 5. Marine Corps; Commanding 
OEeet, &wine BPnadrs, Hunters bin$ Commanding Officer, 1% Battalion, 9th Ma- 
rines in Vieuram; Deputy ~~n OtFccr, MAMACV, Sai~aigon: Marine chai~ in Amphibious 
Warfare, Naval War CoUege, Ncwpon, Uode Island and, in 1973, Chidof Staff and 
then Deputy Gommander, Marine Corps b e ,  Twentynine Palms. 

61oncl Idwig has heen a ~c~ Ibr mvlg pus. He co-authd the fim wllune 
of the hirtory ofU. S. Marine Corps operatbns in World War 11, Peudlikbtw to &add- 
d, has written numcmus anides for both the lWsrire C o q s  and Lead~cmcd, 
and has authored soenl short stories. 

The author retired fmm actiw duty in 1975 and now k d e s  in Twenqnine Palms, 
where he teaches a counc in writing at d loal deges. His history of Tmrynine 
Palms was supported in part by a grant from the Mpcine Corps Hinorkal Foundation. 

In the purJuit of accumcy and objcxtiviq, the Hiswry and Museums ~itrision &onus 
commeno on the b q  fhm keq partiuparm. Matine Corps &ties, and invrrsad 
individuals. 

E. H. SIbUdONS 
Brigvdkr Gencml, U.S. Marine Corps (Retired) 
Direor of Marine Corps Histoty and Muscums 



Preface 

Tnrn~c~c~mmu~andmiliPry)rasc,usomcthingofimonnsort~ 
ofitp daett, and baause most residents-into at levt the mid-1980s-sought a d j ~  
to the desert rather tiun m conquer ir. I hope this book cdweys somethiq ofthc human 
quatitics of this uniquemss. 

My nsodridon with the US. Maine Carps bue g o c ~  back to 1912, "the moment Of 
crcntion," when the dmm training center as an o u t p t  of Crimp Joseph H. Pcndlnon 
was in the mnlebutt stage d the k down by O d d c  and u a young captain 
wmmandingarifleannpany, Iauaeupmthcmnniningcentcrinthetwowc+b 
prior m Chrisrrmsof1952mtakcp~rtinthefirst bigenrdsewiththe 3dbkrincDivi- 
h, then newly m-bmed at Pendletca. 
lo 1954at&adq&MvioeGps, sftezIhadtKeamwattimedutyinKom, 

I&da~~saffpplbowTwcn~ePolrrrJ,forbu~o8ticerJto~uptohur- 
ingsonGpim1 W. Thacpapcaofminenuncdupina&ofmaurialtheMarine 
Cop$ History and Museums Division sent to me when 1 began tcsevch for this book, 
in 1983. 
I mnuned m Twcnphe Palms, for an ofikini visit, in the evly 1960s. when I then 

C$econdedn there by the kt st Madoe) c o d e d  Automatic Supply Disuibu- 
tion Battalion. Fwcc Scmice Regiment, at P e n d l ~ n .  Ammunition Company was in that 
batplion, and tcchicaUy w thcrebre "owned" the Nuclear Ordmnu Phtoon (NOP) 
thcnattheNOPdteatT~~Palms.huingthisnipIdirarrrcredthcNOPbnild- 
ing some distzlKe out in the desnt from mabide was "plagued" by aickrs wbich a p  
patently likcd the buildings air conditioning. and the htinics there had requisitioned 
somechiclocacmdcmuftheuickcrs. 
lo1973,Inwnedfor~cmduty,fimwbsscchiefofsaffwhcntbewmmand- 

ing g c d  was B r i d e 1  G e n d  William G. Joslyn, then u the assistant commander 
of the combiacd k - k r c e  Troop command nfvr the late Bxigadier C m d  Warrace 
H. "Bud" Schmid rephad Bi i  Jdyn. As this historid naa?tiw relates, Bud Schmid 
had been at 'lbmrpnine Wlms as a pung supply of&a captain in the wry early days. 
He and his wife, Muguertn, introducsd the ludwigs to mnny of the T~ntyniae ISlms 
oldtim~f~theSdmidsbadLnoanbscLintheearly~. PromthcSchmids,nadfWm 
wrmvlyncwfricndsmongtheoldriinm, I h a d  thchumanstodaofthefwnding 
of the town, the glider blsc, and Inte~ the Maine  Corps facitiy. To thcsc &ends I owe 
much of my undua~n* of the community and the d m .  

h 4 a n y o f t h m f r i ~ h O R m a d c ~ y  arcbitesavailahle, andhavctalhdwithme 
abut those early days. T h m  indude Hden slglq, 'Ed and Mup Haps Ma Hatch, 
Sally Ince, Chct and Blamc Fdlis, and Vinron H a n  and his late wife. bis. I gained much 
mlunble&~~and~,also,fWmthmcdLam~to~dthisandodKl 
nenrbp dscm, Hvold and h d c  Weighc and ah from thaz newer practitioner of local 
history, Art Kidwell. 

Marines who have been epeciaUy helpful in guiding me m an understanding of par- 
riculnrlythcevlydapsoftheLnscpn: f imdhcmos t ,Dr .  PrcdcrckH. Scpmlink 
~ ~ C o l o m l , U S M C [ ~ ] ) , t h e ~ m m m a n d i n g ~ f m P l I v i m s i n t h e d e s c r t ,  
and B n p h r  Gened John S. '%q" Oldfield. USMC (Ret.), who commanded non- 
FMPMvinuasthedcscrtWtyhccamcabnxinitsownright 



Thoee Mildna who conmbuted sigdicantly to my m u g  of the transidon 
to the New Bdinrion indude Colond Billy D. '%Billw Bouldin; foamcr b s ~ e  commaah 
Major cenenls E d d  J. Megan aad Harold G. Gfugw: and Major Gcned Robert 
E. b b d .  

A spsid norice of appmiotion must go to General h i s  H. Wi, the 26th Com- 
m2ndaatofthc:MarineCMps. ThcNewMir;pioannshisida. originnnhtlwhcnhewas 
c o m m a n d i o $ g w p l o f P l c e t ~ f l m a , P s c i G c , j u s t ~ h e b c c p w ~ t .  
He sent @&p valuable mmmcms k t  this p k  of the hisrorg of Tm- 
Palms w the Dirumr of Matine Gorp History and Museums, Bfipiiet G c n d  Edwin 
H. Shunom, USMC (Ret). 

ottw help I un indebted to Cdoecl Pr;mdr I, barn, Jt, USMC -1. Pad to 
his~.efOiSE~~ma,fwrevem~wBillkapp~ntintbe~ofthisbiwo- 
rg,din&~A.AlsDIperixlthnnksmraagow~lRichardO.'~~Git 
lick, USMC (Rrr), who s d  here IS a young d e r g  offkw, baek in the early yeas, 
arraheroimahter,aadhpdsldansefulUauisboo~aaddumptaial.iilsohdp- 
fulwasmtitdCOlOnelEeIphK. C ~ a a a r l y l ~ O a t i a r a t t h e d s w t b a s ,  and 
rrtind~roaCMsprStcffnZPOo~t~lRhaa~aaAnBp-eogioacr~tbedays~bcfan 
Wodd Wat 11, sum& the d m  bs the es~biisluncnt of Condo1 Fid.  hlso htlpful 
haoebemthoeelqrlletkcd~,B,~~t~rgSer~i~Milluan8~laaGun- 
nerp Sc$;Mut Dmg culbtmoa 
8PJCconmdhggcn&~SUPed~Trrn~PilmJahileIwasaritiog& 

hhoq ala, h m  Brm p i d a t l y  helprl and snppomn Thcy were Brigedicr GenemL 
Joseph B. b m ,  William IL Bmyte. and John P. M o a h  

An& "local" Mark o f s i p h n t  Mhdpfulaesc was Colwel James E. Stonton, who 
desdpindK-Nen~dip.aadrhrnatamedinthe1980smsnr:s~hes 
c h i d o f s m i r . H e p m r i d d m u c b ~ ~ i m m t d i n t e ~ o p p c ~ ~ c n r q ~ .  us0 
puticutady helpful ha* bah Mrs. Cvol Bobhwon, k&tq w rbc co-disg genes- 
al, urd Segcant R. W. Alkn, a p a r h h d y  cg5dcnt and && Mar& Pssigned to 
the promool ofKa. 

And~bucnotltlstnrnongthowonthck, Ia~+dchtofgatitudetomy OM 
fritnd andthe"dead"ofppubliEitltormadon&on, thc:latemRwlldR. 
Pnizer. Thanks to his &xis, the eolam?wls public Pffnirs &ice hm bound mcs of Tba 
Obm&Pol%theranrd.winningbrscnea?rapawhthbcgPnpubticPri~nophcntbe 
bass scpacaed from 6 m p  Rndlctoa 
ThckBC~obranchtibr~rgioT~RIms,mda~ableEbnrgeofin 

~andBclpfu lch id l ibredao ,QMyl~~hPsanaar l l entw1l~oSpr irmry  
dm*- lbautmandb,goingbackw&ePdy daysoftheconmu- 
d~.Thisindudafilssof&w&~aemspppa, T b e D c ~ w l y s r n l e r o n l  
hiaories; phiwguphs; and unpuWed mnnrwaipa, indudiag tbat ofearly bpe aw- 
mendu, the lace Wonel (Inter Brigadier Otneml, fe t id )  Finacir H. 'Momeee Bdnk. 
In addition, I have consulted &&I commmd &es and db~ ppen toraPlrdcd to 

m e b g t h e M v i n e C o a p r ~ C m m . l l r n e D n o n y J . ~ ~ h c a d s t h e ~ -  
m c e S a d o n . d h i s ~ t , ~ R b k r r ~  Aq&na,ba~ beenu&ihgindiggiagup 
Jpshlrrque~a&mrAIsa~"~cll:'~dm~firabeen,fimddfaimdHmrg 
I. "&ld" S b ,  tsechicfhktorinn, andthsa WlnrlcrR Smith. ShoWo&and~un$ 
Irmrstronfrss.arCb0Idy~ 
M y ~ d I l a p f t h i s d a a $ s r & d a e d d o k R e t h e ~ ~ . O u r W d e  

retirement home O R ~ O O ~ S  the bass, same 10 mile  to our noithepst. Y m  ago, at the 
then-Hlstderl Bmmh at Hedquamis Marine Qrpa Inns co-authar (nith Bud Shat 
andone&) of thehstumeofthe Marine Corps'hisrory o f W d  Wnr 11. But 
I b r d w t h o a g h t o f ~ t i t r g ~ l J s t o r y o f & b a s e u a d l , w c ~ i n ~ l 9 S j ,  



old friend Ed Simmons, the "ha brigadier," m in our dinuig room over bodfast 
and, 'but of nowherehne said, ' W e ,  why don't you do the hismrp of t&e boJe h?" 
n K ~ ~ d e n t ~ c a & r ~ ~ . T l r ~ o e n i n g ~ , ~ ~ B o b ~ o b -  

jogcdafine%eadinnaahicbmg&WprrpPrcdt$rfidS~mdanumhr 
ofMnrinadthcir~,a~dp3mc~fdendsfromtoan.~that~~- 
ing, we bad a few --a bit of d e n t  Ca&mia vine. The morning, at brcllhst, 
was a Elommt of pl- acntm9. I sad, "D*." 

Itn~sof~ouaemorewwktha111anticipatd. Oftenthcprojmmatferrdwiththe 
~ ~ ~ o f m y m i r e m n t t .  SoJineerhatmomingm 1983. I h d d  
Ed Simmolls aadalotdothcr people who muid k m  (thcir tokreoa d c d  h e )  
~ t I 6 m d e c i d c d ~ d y ~ w b i d r d ~ b c e n ~ t h n a h i r y L i a g m e t o  
dothL:&~~Idha~bccnifhehidtrgpusalmednsPtdromebodgelx .  

I ~ r r r h i s d ~ t o G t ~ . t p n H ~ L u d ~ a n d o u r s o n s K u r r m d a i i ~ ,  
~ o f ~ h o m ~ t h c i t . ~ h e s p & d u p t h e ~ p m m g m P n b o f ~ ~ w i t h t h c  
U. S. hiathe Grps.  And w the derm: '-bcr thpt &c field of a had m n y  is 
a 1 0 K d ~ p e r r h v l a f a t a n d ~ l m d ~ ,  thatdmmgh~~tthearid WcsttheAmcri- 
clns have f&nd a smet ue~son.'~Bemsrd Debto, Tbz %ar efD&: 1845. 
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CHAPTER. 1 

The Desert 

Twentynine Ptllms and its surrounding high dcsen dim trails.'"** H-r, the oasis settlement was 
in the eastern portion of CaUo~nia's Motongo Bvin md, and wc do not have cnough evidence to judge 
would seem an unlikcly location for a major bue of the &n&cmce of its "whed" among the region's origi- 
an amphib'mus and air-ground mihay hm. Perhaps nal cultum. 
itllsoseemsanunlikd~loutionfbrnngthio&iodud- Even in those American Indian days, one had m be 
ing the & which m t c d  the p h . 5  which gaw the in T-n-e 'bn purpose" so r;ls its 
place i a  namc 

"Off the beaten rrach" has betn an apt description 
of the area throughout all of its histow. Apparently 
evly mpl and lat&the American Indian mbn known 
to history after the arrival of Europeans, lvgely 
bypased this seemingly inhospidc nzgb  by using 
a2iLF either to the north or to the south. Early mutes 
of empire llso went far to the nonh or to the wuth 
of this region The ncarcrt-still some distance to the 
south-was the on-to-westward extension of the San- 
ta Fe W. 

The dixwcm dofs Peak, Zebulon Montgomery 
Pike, in in1806 began ~ ~ ~ N I C S  and m h d v c n ~ e ~  
whldr later, as historian Ned Hulm n o d :  

prccipiutcd in rhc csubkbment ofthe trail fmm St. loub 
roSnnnPc;mdshistcnninurpmPalwkrbe~ 
of rhc iMnhwesum mutes m the Pncao. Prom tbnr sndw 
NosMedcPomnn, theGilnnilfdloatddonnrhcRio 
Gnnde w rbe Gila Evm, along that rncnm w rhc Colon- 
d o . a u d r m s 9 0 8 ~ ~ r m d W y o C Z s P r e m S a o  
I h g o . I b c ~ T m i i i c d ~ T n s ~ . ~  
r h c G ~ n o d S o i e r R i r a s w t h c V i i r m d C o ~ .  
mdbywsyafrheMOtaveDamwrbeGjonP10md 
Iw An&.= 

These mtn skirted those regions around T'wtntynine 
Palms and its Morongo Basin* 

Evliernnmsamundtheuawerrrnuchthesune. 
Those foIIowing Pike h n  the old Spatush dm 
of the Smta R region and on m the W c  at San 
D&Q o r b s  Angela m d y  tnaRd along the easiest 
and mon prominent routs of the Native Americans. 
Rexvrhera agrce that the present Twenqninc Palms 
oruis likely was d e d  for anda prior m the ar- 
&aI ofwestern Em- evidence llso indicates rtLv 
the location was "the hub ofmcrd wdl-traRkd In- 

location, as some ~ ~ w o k d  say. Only they, say 
rhes Marines, can be here by auidcnt. It raks only 
a surprix set of orders &om headquanets. The im- 
plication is that all ordm w Twentynine Palms come 
w a surprise m the individd. And, ofcourss fix cady 
man and hs arploms. rnounrain men, and d e  
pushcts, a dcsat is a place m be avvided. 
The late Major G e n d  C&ucnce H. "Bud" Scbmid. 

who in 1952-53 was the fm bw supply off~cr at 
Twcntynine Palms, and later (1974-75) its 14th com- 
manding general, uscd to say in his orienration talks 
with new anivals that no One except the MPrine Corps 
ever came m the desert to get organized. DweJlets in 
rhe area, he would say, are much Lih the -tion 
here: they seek and require distance, one from the 
other; they have a serene beauty of their own; they 
u e  great and helpful neighbors; but they have sharp 
thorn or other defcnsmC measures if crowded or 
bothered thoughtlesrty. 

Then he would say the roadside dexn Bower- 
parches and spots of p a t  beauty m the m e  aficks- 
doofthedesen-werr~erdbytherracsof~c 
wivsridingintothcdesrtforthetiSrdmewiththek 
husbands and sets of those "surp~ise" orders. But af- 
ter the howls of laughter and the applause would die 
d m ,  General .%mid would add: "but think about 
t& u you begin ppur duty hem there are floaters on 
both sides of the road." 

The desert dos  not, in d, grm on cmpne who 
mm hae-ikmnady, most early and some later set- 
den say. But it happens often enough that by the 
mid-1980s both tm and Marine bw w ~ c  growing 
at a rate consided alPming to somc of the earlia 



Scrvicc Phoro 275-412 

The high desert of southern Cdzj.orn~presents rugged mountains, vast expanses offlat 
parcbed earth, sparse but picturesque vegetation, and  a varied animd popuhtion. 

settlers who never wanted to see that much organiza- 
tion crowd around them. 

First "owners" of the oasis, later called Twcntynine 
Palms, arrived after the place came into pretty much 
its present geological configuration. They probably 
were clans of the ancestors of those California and 
Southwest Desert Indians called generically by early 
Spanish exploren (much south of Twcntynine Palms), 
the Serano. This Spanish term, meaning merely that 
Indians so-called were from the mountains or high- 
lands, apparently found its way into general use in 
Spanish America through the field notes of (among 
others) Padre Pedro Font, who was with a Spanish ex- 
pedition in Alta California in 1775. As h u  been point- 
ed out, the padre was not close to what has become 
Twentynine Palms, but his descnprion apparently was 
not unsuited to the Indians which frequented this oa- 
sis. Font said the Indians he saw in the Alta Califor- 
nia highlands were small but strong, and "friendly, 
gentle and of good heart."' 

Later tribes and clans which visited and lived at the 
oasis for various periods of time included Cahuilh. 
Chemehuevi. Paiute. Mojave, and probably others. 
Some of these endured at the oasis into the period 
of the Federal Indian Reservations programs. 

After the United States' war with Mexico ended with 
the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ceded 

Alta California, along with Nevada. Utah, most of Ar- 
izona, as well as portions of New Mexico, Colorado. 
and Wyoming to the United States, the westward push 
of "Manifest Destiny" settlers began to pick up speed. 
As we shall see, "real civilization" did not come to the 
oasis of Twentynine Palms until after World War I, hut 
the American flag, followed shortly by the Gold Rush 
(which started in 1849). soon began to touch even this 
desert region. Non-Indians began to arrive-on 
purpose. 

At about the mid-point of the 19th Century-give 
or take a few years on either side of 1850-a San Gor- 
gonio Pus cattleman named Paulino Weaver appar- 
ently established a route eastward from the Pass 
through the Morongo Basin and Twentynine Palms. 
There is uncertainty on the date because Weaver kept 
his route a secret, since it was a business advantage 
for him to do so. His route got cattle to markets in 
Arizona quicker than did competitive routes along the 
lowlands to and through the present Indio, Califor- 
nia. Indications are that friendly Indians had shown 
Weaver how to manage this route for his advantage, 
when desert rains of fall and winter wuld  have provid- 
ed brief grazing periods across the way.* 

*Amidst early gold mining and xrdmenu in rhc m a .  pam of 
the prcrcnr Joshua lice National Monumcnt arrc uscd for c a d c  

nnrhing. This pu later rhan the Wcavcr route pcnod. 



WclsahndbccnintheSwtbRorfor~.hrr-  
ingthewwithMaico,hchidbeenasmutfoithe 
M o m o n ~ w b i c b o ~ " e d " a ~ n d b y  
the Gila b u t e  to the Padk" ad ahieh later @mi- 
mncd ad opentcd fmn the Cajon Pas6.W 

Iiprlicr, while somr elements of the Mmman Bat- 
talioniprriaomd the w o n  PasPIsr rfie US. - cs- 
~ s R n l 6 o m d ~ t k M o ~ T n i l & o m t h e  
p a s s a n d t h e 5 a n ~ o a r c l t o ~ M o j a ~ ~ w  
rhe ColoMdo ( n w  the pmcnt toam of Necdkr, 
Wmia. )  With iourPscd uad, thic wee bccune 
h#mo as the (Zwwritnt Road. From Twt Mojave, 
it -d Adzom to Fm Defifil~e, and on to Santa 
a b , r h e M ~ n ~ n , ~ w i t h o t h a U S  
Asmy fixw, matributtd to keepisgarell butenacle 
awq h m  that wt-of-thmy region of Tkmqnine 
Pnlms nad the Mwngo Basin. 

Gmaing r r s p ~ n ~ a  by US. &ens to the lare of 
d d  and m the new rc&m wonftom M& rcquircd 

mulmt) bevs N 51 d e ~ ~ ~ g :  W, and a m a i l  duster 
of Cabbage Pllmctras bcvs N 27 d e ~ ~ ~ g :  W."*+ 

J u ~ t o ~ h c n ~ o m c 6 t d y a w m r e d a n d w f 2 9 1 9 -  
niahpalms.ttheoisirisnotdert. ~ C i r y r y o r  
"Palm Sprk@ appuently was used for some time. 
Palm Springs, of c-a nu a name which later 
stippeddmmhill, t o t h e s o u t h w a t . a d ~ t h e S u l  
Afl~fiult.TbenamcM~ra,orMarah,&isat- 
uibutcd to the lediaas whom European and Amcri- 
c s o a p b f w J n d u t h c & ,  butappamidyitdid 
nortindirswayint~anyoffkdstatusosansmcfor 
the p k  pa~t-~ndian d e m ~ n t s .  TbetlPmes of 
"Palm Spriags" or "Palm City" rtrr sometime3 ciedit- 
ed to a s u m y a p  who came tbrough a pu after 
Wi&iqmn but loal binoriao M e  Weight finds 
a o w i d e n c c f o r h i s w o f ~ a ~ .  

This 1856 s u m p i  arps Ales P. Gmn, working far 
theU.S. to addtothe Wadkpmsancg. Acthetime 
ofhis surrry, Green n o d  

&KC than mgw, &, and sfoge route. howcw. N c u d k c s p t i c l g s t h c l p g t h r s t h c ~ d h a ~ i n g  
ScuIle C k  & W e ~ ~ ~ " s r a a d ~ m t b r w e h r h e  basculrivad~thclndimr.. . . ~ ~ e 9 c t b r l u f  

Mojm Deffn put Thmpine Palms, the &ded 
h e n 1  LPnd OfIiw began m hire prime mmyon 
to cstab1'i bench matks md other &ace poino 
~ o u t t h e ~ a u t h w c t i t . ~ b i s w u i n ~ ~ v v i o n f o r  
mere camplne sumy for nilroad routcf, an urivity 
begun in 1853 when Ca~gres authodzed hmds for 
theArmyPrpsofEnginee~~tobeginrh~swegs. 
OM of these privlte sumqon, a Plonel Hcilrg 
W d g t o n .  in 1852 fixed thc San &mudin0 base 
1'inefmtnapain~nropMt. SanBemvdiooeastand 
west ~ ~ r n i a .  Suchlincspmvided the base 
forthe e s t a b l i r h r n c l ~ o f ~ t h ~ ~ t ~ m d b ~ h i e h  
dividcd land into townships, &om, and &a po- 
titical *r65. 

her,  in in1815, Colonel Washington anid at the 
oasis at Twentynine Palms, and provided the f~ 
r ~ m ~ d r d  of&%% teport ilbout thic Spot. of 
26 May 1855 sap: "Rom this corner, an Indim Wig- 
aam(neaasptingofgo&waza,sup~to6ep- 

W f ~ ~ D O d ~ i n b i p ~ q t - ~ @ b L k &  
p , E . a p : " W ~ ~ f . a w r & t h c ~ B u t n l i m , $ n n ~  
a n t c m P o r n a ~ d r b r I n R s n n d W ~ ~ *  
~ n a d h u n t c d a ~ m u c b d * S a u t h w t H c o n r L M l o  
1 1 I m t h c ~ o e P ~ . ~ ~ h i m n k g ~ c i c i t i r c n ,  
a s d o c r W r t c n ~ ~ c i ~ a a s i n ~ ~ b e . q m t t b c L s r t  
p l t s d h l & ~ * ~ 9 w f h r t h c ~ I f i s ~ ~  
t h c ~ B + r i n a t l d p p n m c c l s g r a t T n n t g n i n c ~ W  
l ~ b n m u a d ~ t h c I n d h n s , a n d ~ p s W e n ~ ~ ~ i r b g  
~ ~ m c t e o d o f b c i e g a L c n m i t ~ 6 k ~ M i o r  
~ ~ ~ 6 B o a d f d l a r e f l ~ € i S ~ a r t h c % L , & r -  
~ ~ ~ d i m & a r I j a e m t o r y h d * ~ ~ W t O t h c C d r m -  
doRim" 

o f t h c p . l m m f e r ~ b 1 6 L r O . ~ ~ . c t ~ . A l g Y a d t h c  
sprisgstscrrisagmathd-dwhichthcIo&~rmh 
urasforrbnrhon. 

LindaW.GrctncinhaWinorieResMucesnrdyfor 
theN?tiomlPutScnrice~rcfclmamthe~vnz 
"Palm Spriags," into the 1880s. but ako tinds the 
number "29" used with "Palms" or "Palm spriogd' 
a cady as the 1870s. And Miller, in his M)KE ofzb8 
Higb Daert. says "the name Twentydm Palms was 
i a ~ 3 m m o n w b y 1 8 7 2 , b c i a g u s o d o ~ t h c ~ p  
tionofamiaingdaim hg McKewie and Genmk~'' 
in that gcu. 

Obamtions of Gmn, the scwrpor, that Indivrs 
at the& had pscr &the plotunder cultivation may 
bc an in- that the oasis had become a more 
~mtsmlemcntthanitmigbthnebeenindays 
when subrhncc depdcd  more on hun&g. 
AlrhoughthedtivabofmPiEe,banr,dsquoPh 
wupnnicedin&NewWoeM,beginnio;$inthe 
Mesican highlands at kast by 1500 X, by rhe time 
of US. ~ v r v e y ~  in the West, IndiPns certainly had 
pichea up additionzl mp and skills fmm the Span- 
ish, th& mkbr65, and l?nl apIorea and d e p .  

H-I, it seemed thzc becylccofirs runoteh- 
doa, the oasis at h q n i n e  Pllms supported only 
s t n a l l i n d i a n d o ;  andinylgevanmmtdemt 
Indiaus seemed to hu remained wanderas. foUow- 





~ , ~ a n d d .  wbichseparatedthedirt, 
rock. and grad, and aUowcd the heavier gold to work 
i s  way to the botmm dong with other minerah and 
blaek sand. Fmm this the gold then would be emnn- 
edbgplnningorothcrmedds.Hawever,mostd 
thedrymunuygddmilIsofthiscrrlypciMdwhkh 
dcaItwirhquartzRins-uwasrhc~mundT~- 
tpnine Palms-4  the ~f~ftarnethod. whkb used 
lesswrmpermnddiR.* 

A yield of $100 worth of gold pcf ton d tPilings 
wrs considered a good return from an vrnstn in the 
Twentpniae Palms region? This estimate pmbably did 
nmholduueformvqrafrhemines, saymodern-day 
local amateur miners and studens of the uaft The 
price of gold in &we days ran around $20 to $23 per 
ounu.Themrkwgetthataua~cwasprodigiolraOb- 
scnusin~evlydaysaidthatzbout>00pounds 
ofdhgswntintoeach baccbforanwvulsome 
10 fref in diamcrer. Grindkg then urob from &me 
to four hours. M e x q  uas added in amounts bwd 
on wdnmtcs ofthe richness d t h e  quartz By might. 
min+ts used about 25 pexent more mercury than ex- 
p ~ t e d  gdd. Neu the end ofthe griading, about a 
dozen or so buekes of warn woufd be paurrd into 
the m a ,  and grindiog continued until a beige 
"paste*' was achimd. Water and dudge were then 
bfikd out. or run off quickly, and the whole process 

*Amrrmt,fmarduSpDnkbarb.~-m&mts& 
qparmtly o r i g i d  m quya-rdodlidrgg in d q  ams dM& 
vbaethcmascuhc@Jieg,anwla,~~~~mmmoa.(Andin 
h & U S .  ~ g i n t h c s o u ~ .  * e ~ ~ M c q v e m l y a p a  
d k d  a "~tr+") Asa m ~ ~ n p r a s y  o k ~ ~ r  d o u i  it: ' T k c  
n t t h e m a a p d m i d * r k i o d d ~ E o r g d a d l o b q ~ ~ m .  nsq 

statted again with another quarter-am of*. Dc- 
pending on the r i b  of the intche~, this proecss 
waskeptup6orquiteanumberofrllgbetomthe 
amalgam ofmercury and gold was dug out of the 
erevia and sepamed. Gold usually was rndted into 
bas or iagots, the macury coUnmi for use a+?Q 

Modem ertirmtes doubt that even strong men and 
sawg bums could maintain a an-a-day pase doper- 
ations in those early days, bcfom steam engines and 
larger vrasnag appared on rhe m e .  Xnd if $100 per 
tonwasagoodrcrummtheT~~1tyninePdmrregioo, 
a yield considered "bad" had to be a judgment d l .  
W i  Cermain, who had filed on a dainr in 1972, 
sold our in 11176 to a John Dorc for "25 dollan cash 
and one white-faced horse valued at 20 doks.''" 
Thiscrrly~flunginrheT~tpniaePdm 

region mbsided bp 1883, and rhe hc f e g h  was corn- 
paratidy qaict and made again.'. D- of gold 
h u n a  spring eternal, though, and mining wnrinued 
a t D a k , c u t o f ~ ~ P n h n s , a n d h o t h e r r e g i ~  
a day or rwo awq by freight wagon Marginal mining 
in the uep continue& off and on, into modern rims. 
In the 19708 and 80s, after gold d p  again bc- 
uune legal for U.S. citizem and gold prim for a time 
roppcd $800 an ounce, major milling operations 
rcnuned to the region, using methcds mom sophisti- 
d t h a n r h e m a m s .  
Dapiteallofth~6evisitsofthewhiternan,$ome 

In& r d e d  around the 4 on into the first 
decade or so of the W08, but most dri€ced closer to 
the gmwing population centers ofthe San Gargonio 
Pas region where some work was available-mdy 
on farm, wches, and in orchards. There WLua True, 
+tendent of the Banning iodivl Agency, m a p  
parcntly &%em and com+ate resewaxion pro- 
grams. She scnuf in that role from 1908 to 1910, and 
may have been the firs Indian Service employe m 
visit Tanmynine Prtms?' She is credited with begin- 
ning oftidnl m r d s  and repom of Indian life and oc- 
cupation of the 4. and she tricd to am out the 
dainrs and u~ulter-clahs on the wraundiag lands 
Mthough the Indian Gmdsioner had resentwl the 
oasis uact for the Indiam on 16 September 1891, 
Southern Pleitc Railroad dnims, and those ofothers, 
a p p d  to enma& 

Clara Trut and one of her d a r e s  at the Agency 
in Bsnniag, Wfiam E. Johnson, in July of 1908 fled 
claims on land in the aren. to e r n e  that the Indians 
were not edged out of their homerite. T l  pmba- 
bly arcrc mining claims, which induded water righn, 
and tho mpefinvndem obviously was uying to help 
the Indim pmtcet their rights to their uaditied 



land. She and J o b  rigncd ava their d ims  to the counties, supw&d lq krs ide  County ShcriffW 
lndiulr,ashmdbEcadKirinaot6mmthebtghhg. Wilson,WgfbllLLdWiBogpftcrhchmdLiUcd 



Bat the only things cndaogrtcd were the rrschp- 

t l w h & i n ~ ~  dtbeesm-hnndcd 
p o l i c i s o f C l m ~ .  Shcwwforrrdtonsign. h 
&,minets,dmdmilropdMbEtiRedJhears 
m~inhetiatetpmari~ndftbc~htsdfthethe-  
dhm and oE the boundvia a & g d  to their lorwls. 
Mostofthercm;lininghdhmbcganrodriftaapy 

from the ovis at T m n i n t  Mms. A musay deal 
d a d  31 JiAy 1911 s%ed M e  w the Tetynine 
&dm8 ILscrvation fram the M e r n  Acific RPilmPd 
to the UniFed Stotts. The foMowing year, d 9  fivc 

smdfnmilicd remained at the &is, and in 19U, the 
Ian afthtstpmbably idt, bawre &Med p m -  
m e n t i n t h a t p ~ d I n d i a n 7 R n t e r ~ ~ b e a u s e  
of non-residency?' 
sdll dLMt, still d &rhc beaten path, Tarcmy- 

nine Palms nomthclcsr wu on the map. A new b m d  
ofadRn~andprospactorhadurivcdaatbc~ren~. 
PiDncercatdcrncn&gantoscMcbup"tank"d 
adobtandtrocltstocatchpmi0~EPjdaIongPwllw 
Vhvcfs old mad. In Trpentynine PllmJ more and 
marc people were showing up-on purpox. 



CHAPTER 2 

The Community 

Although dte cvly gold milling activity near the 
Twcntyninc Palms a& had d amy by 1883, 
p~mstill~~~~rcdthcunuragsidc,andandsomc- 
porcnnt new finds were made a ikw miles east of the 
oasis.Bythattime,ap~a?medlouCurrishad 
found placct gold in erosion cuts somc 15 to 20 miles 

ofthe old Indian camps. 0 t h ~ ~  rmde addition- 
alfmds, andsmnadwasputdownat  adiglak 
s i t e f o r a n ~ u a w h k h  beganmmillforminuswho 
m i d  on the scene. The community of Dale, and 
Jatet anotber &led New Dale, grcw upin thesc ueu 
ncnr the pment Twentynine Pllms highanp Although 
appmrly quite small, thesc communities p d  for 
boom toamsofthe "gold tush" m the earIy daysin 
this region. A s l d  mapofNcw W i n  Ronald Dean 
Milk's book shows two dwos and a red light dis- 
uia? A Czlifomia State Mine Bureau report of 18% 
lists mcral gold mines in the region. 
As gold mining operations in the late 11800s and 

tbe early 19006 bmmc morc ambitious and sophisti- 
e r t c & s o t h e ~ a n d ~ ~ e ~ . H w l  
M. Spell, who ume to Tt~encphe P a h  in the 1920s 
and Jater married n former miner, s+ys in her book. 
T& Tm@& AJms Smy, that her obscmtiirnr~ in 
 this@^ aadhCIIcsePrch-~medup"~dEtl- 
t k r c c o r d s o f ~ l p o m h a v i n g m a d e s u ~ ~  
from these early venturn.'* She adds that Jatct, un- 
scrupulous promoters pmbably rmde much mom 
money selling t~orthlear goid mine stock than did any 
of thc mining o p c n t i o ~ ~ ~  A miner from the 1911-16 
period told her. "dl, we didn't m&c much-maybe 
fifteen or nmnty t h o d  d o h  all t M ;  and this 
fnm a rather &cnt olpenabn for this later periods 

kter maps of the mining d k i a  around Twenty- 
nine Palm indkna. to the eu+ southcast, and muth 
of Dale, districts with such names as Monte Ncgras, 
Eagle Mountain, and C M m 4  C1o.w m Tnenty- 
ninc~wmtheoldmining&&nProundthcol- 
& d e d  the Twcntyninc Palms Di. South of that 
imo what is now the Joshua Tree Natmoal Monument 

oMthavtof~somemineswirhsuchco~nunes 
as the Iost How, the Dscrt Queen, and the Gypsy 
Queen. North of the sprawling ans of the PI-t 
W n c  Corps base, and south ofthe 4 town of 
LLdiam, where old Route 66 formerly went by in days 
&re and afrcr World Wu 11, gold and copper mines 
of Camp Roehestu rcpo~edly produced somc of the 
bmmumrofthisdesenregion. O thade imines ,  
n o w l o ~ h g a c e n ,  dottedanasofwhatisnowthc 
Marine base. 

While thee mining d~stlicrs spmd considrnble 
d&dt miles from Tarenryninc Palms, the little com- 
munity beside the olsis continued to grow only pery 
slowly. Wagons with &eight for the mines came &om 
Banning in the San Gotgonio Pus cvlwvd up the 
Momngo grade into the high basin, past Warren Well 
(site of rhc present of Yucca Valley), and 
through Tnenrynine Palms to the Dale dimin. 
Another mute came down from the north, generally 
along what is now the Amboy Road; and still another 
ma. serving the mining dkaiits south of Dale, came 
up from Mecca the Coachella Vdey near the Sal- 
tonSr+).AndarhileDakandsomeoftheothcimin- 
iag camps were livdicr than Taentpnine Palms, the 
httsr's oasis remained a majaw magnet for the endre 
area. 

At the t un  of the century, most Czlifomie cities 
nearthcmdststillarucquitcsrmil. buthornthestan 
d d m  in this new saw, so menrlp won fmm Mexi- 
co, and so quickly t&reafter iuspired and dazzled by 
a gold rush, were incunble explores and I&. 'Ilxc 
mines, and even just the descrr, armrred dreamen 
&r gold, pmspcctivc &rs, sigh- and h- 
d a y f m n t i ~ d r a r m i a g w h o l m o w s h o w ~ v d t -  
icties of the "what if' dirrms which spread Ameri- 
c a n s h m t o s h i o i n g s e a .  

A bBX-dq ~ ~ - t h a S 6 ~ h a t ~ l & X  h h  
became. This d basin of remote d m ,  off the 
beaten uu& became a throwback w a period long 
since poac elsewhere in the United Stares. far eold. ~ -- - .  

lands neu the bo&r b c t a ~ n  San Bernvdino and for adventure. for health. for kriosii. for pimy, the 
Riverside Counria. arere the Washingtun Mining Dis- settlers began to dribble in. It was a wonder of dew- 
trim and the Gold Pa& Disaict. South and a bit - lation, thii hd-scorched by a relentlear sun glaring 
of the Gold Park was the Pinon DGuict, and then through air so pure it could not nop the days heat 
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with the "hg&-thaK with lung ptobl&w from 
Wd\WsrIgos,arfnomnrherrolw4oftheperi6d. 
Burif~crnudeurrllat BiUCPmpboUwaconeeffhe 
eVly ones Inul hisrorlPo h d e  Weighs rtwh: 

W e u n u d ~ t h i n k d d w ~ a g d m o d c m T u n q m i w  
P n l m r s ~ p L r r m L 9 M o r 1 9 2 7 r h c o J r f u n ~ -  
abk inIltn d -MI took p k  hem. W r .  the p m  

"Dwiag rbc I%&'' and "in the catly 1920s" are 
phnsactutd$e&~InWSpdlinlrr~acd-  
Inn &tle k k ,  Tba 'Zhwpidtc Wat+Stoq, to s- 
UkM thcarlie.tdogrQfsetdmentforthr&of 
homes, H m l  nnnod in 1919, "Encrdened with ill 
~andthr~gilitrofuciogfoi~tffarmllll 
diildcen." in &we "early 1920s:' Swll noted: 

A fn dying hommad=m b n d  rbc w i n d i i  sandy 
4 s  into dw in m m h  d m  homc sites. This r o d  
d I I O U C ~ ,  u, Pddc fmm rhc fm mnm ud prospxrors 

tion t i  Gcacr~l ~ u d  d d ' s  Ler otscmtion thp 
desert dnllerssought pknty of space, Wee the creo- 
mtebush ,andthntndwdy$aRGdKMarhR~~ 
~ ~ m e t o d l e ~ t o p ~ ~ a n r r t h c m j n  
EiEfof--aauadinthase+had 
to be a q m m r - d o n  of innd-160 urcs. Tho five- 
m haancsvad did nat m e  until much hm. "Jack- 
r p b b i r " h o ~ ~ W c l E ~ $ " W  
homesders, and they w e  to t o e  Mcnt rhings 
dtheEmt Duwshn.  pao old he^^, whobad m 
* l v c d r c s i ~ q u i r a o c n e o n r h e u q ~ * -  
tiona as oppwd to weekending which the "jacktab- 
bits" wukl get by with, dmr newcamcEP I& a bit 
like hathona pbms baought om from the big fik, 
from shc "iinideeeUr" 

Baglcy rcponr, there aere maybe only 50 to 100 set- 
tkrs in all of the Morongo Bvin to thc Ddc Mining 
D i d a ,  and group& h & q s  muld be died 
a vihg&'? In 1985 Hdcn said: mnialy for the miners 
and abe freigh- plus ~ ~ n e  tourism exploring the 
dwa-and spmc of them were hdth-wtcts, too. 
H d ~ n  d e d  bd. in 1927 hff m ~ h b  then liv- 
ing in Orepn, sent some money m hnghren their ftrst And when Prank and HelenBagIcy d u d  ta say, in 

in Twcntgniac PPlms. a fiR dcdlY fk fall of 19'' wirh thm sens' bill:' Helen said. She and Rank used the m o w  to Bagley wrw: 
mst themselves and their three  son^ w Chfisunv din- 

Tbereamrrotmdanotid+rond.Ddortimpa- ncr at the Gold Park Hotel. She said she did nor 
t a t ,  ~ m ~ ~ ~ I C h O O l . p o s t ~ o r ~ .  lbeGoId remember the entire menu, but it stayed in hex mind 
f a t k H o t d , t h m a a d t h c o a & d M p R r d d ~ f ~ ( ~ ~ e d  that the table was bright with red candles. and &at 
h i s d . * h u r t h e g d b c r p u c d . n o d ~ ~ m  
~ r h o h a d ' ~ m ~ ~ l f ~ W o s u r p & ~ ~  

they had red JeUa 
m u l d b c c n l k d a ~ .  Apo~uionditomfdtyroaas b d  f rbxoha Lueik V%i&t np4w thlt E. E. 
h u o d d ~ a r r s ~ h ~ w m t h I W s  Chapan d building the ht Gald in 1925. if 
misiegdrsain,sDdfiamthedqlals(prramMnahebrr 
~ l m t h e ~ , ~ r a n ~ ~ r a v ~  wwtoftheOuls,acro6(&omthcpresmt~1m' 
V ~ e a d ~ ~ p l o s p m s n i a t h e t r i f t i . ~ d r h c ~  rmm of the National MMwnent. It wu a o m r y  
t k r r r m ~ . i a d ~ d t h ~ m r c f f * c r m a r  fplrnc struma fiPoLFd by m e  cabins wh* gum 
o f w d  vx I. ft was* fpostkr ~~mmitairp~~ could say. The lvaer building hotrsed the rrsPwnq 

M e  Weight new tbat although she bss 00 qw- 
rrl with Helen Bagley's d ~ - p t i o n  offhe town w b  
thc Bagieys arrived, it be wdLw poinr~nr that 
&GBLdPnrkHotcl6emdirppoa&efrolm~z 
thar4mridthr-fallof1927,dbaEdtodwas 
the@ a-buitd'ig. The Gold Wrk cook on a branch 
tibrarp in thE fouoniDg spritlg, oisa 

* I r ~ & k n a e d k e ~ r ) n t i a d K & 1 ~ . a 1 ) ~ ~ r m ~  
building - buik m c  mls cnt d k t p i n c  pplmo. a sign &I 

a d  a " & m m ~ ' ' - ~  Q&CL cwld pa9 as a lobby 
or lounge room. Laer, the Gold WrL migmPvd west- 

* * ' I n r h r r u l y ~ . o n t l n r i o & n ~ R l m , u s d c h c r r r m  
"*np imidc" Au &ng rh+ jarmrg back to "c idhba"  dong 
r h c c a n r . M u c b L p ~ M p ~ ~ ~ n t h e b P P d @ d ~ ~  
dnbmmT(rrooppoocd to"gmhgrhc Muc.")zndmrdqro 
"pdmnbdvrtobnbht~pmdsupcrmutm,drp.rmnu~ 
nnd ~ b r l  liberty d &d Schmid rnid &at in 1952 ad 

H-I to Rplcnish &ir ludm in rhoac m i g  dagr b c h  an &- 
gunre m n m i s q  - cmbli\bcd kill hta. "going dw kbr" 
bwPmc hi b, n Muim.hnicd &. "m suop" Tbk as 
m d y ~ a n r u h r d i h e ~ ~ . o k ' T m ~  
r h i r . a . h n d : ' a " ~ p l ' m & m s r m p , m i I a I W  



w.ud and became the present Twentynine Palms Inn, credited with &ding them their desert and its new 
a complex which remains, friendly and quaint, m re- lease on lifc for them was Dr. James B. luckie. 
mind all wmers that the pioneer paid of this niche world wu 1, D~ we as -knt 
of desert was not SO my long igo, physician at LP Vina Sanitarium in Pasadena. Pemns 

On the Founh of July 1965, when population on 
the Matine Bage was beginning to thio d m  because 
of units hadkg  for that new war in Vietnam, an old 
vrreranofWdWluILoo$cdattheTIRemgninePalmJ 
folks assembled to dedicate the mmmunity's W e  
F'ark, and claimed for W a n d  orhen of his peers. 
the B.A. degree, beraw ''+.we 'lpr here hcrc Any- 
thing." That was W k  J. UnderhiU, who a fw yenn 
a€ter his "BR days brought the fimliwtype mpchioe 
into the high desert to found T6c D ~ J M  T d ,  the 
m-ty's h fust newspaper. 

with consumption, utbmp, and othet lungptoblems, 
had been sent into the Southwest b r  a number of 
yeats. A dry, hot dimpte with d m  air bendited most 
of them. %merit fot such pntienn, in then smog- 
fnt F'asadena, was the &dty of LP Vina. During 
W d d  Wat I, DL IUChiC s e d  as an Army medical 
oftinr. He knew wbm mauy of these men had d%ed 
in Fmace during gas iftPdD, and he was we11 mare 
that tubecntlosL of thc: hqs-coawnption-had 
spreadd~1yamongsrvirrmmbilletcdindme 
quaneis dudng their militnrg mice. Many such af- 
flicted wesm began turning up in F'asadena sfta 

Bill Underhill had been among those many wte- the w ~ .  and Dr. W e ,  dong with an American - in the 20s:' they joM grimly to w o n  pan in that city, a d  their pmblems with 
each other later-came out to Twentynine Palms to with vigor and comp==iQn. 
die, and then spent some 50 or mole mostly very As bas been noted, the precise data of early set- 
pi-tyears~atoroundrnitThedmertgave tlersencoum&byDr.LuchicdAmericanIrgion 
themthosepan,thcgbeliocd.Andthemaarhey k13uenotatM,butitisdtvthata.rerpwidc 

W- R Keys, ose oftbe wnly r e # %  ofrbc big6 As# u)nn#q, pores a# bis fixer# 
Queen R n d  H m e ,  now pari of fbe 177,IMo.BcT- '--b T%e N s c . d  Mmsrmt~#. 



~ o f t h c M o j l n a n d ~ d c s m s w c r r o c p 1 o r e d  
fonsushademc~tsiabyDr. iwkieandthewm- 
m d r  of WSt 13, Joc Davis, who himscif dhd 
from t u ~ o s i s .  Final5 ncnr the border bcmccn 
those ma desert e o n s  

O n e ~ ~ c r m p c d t l o d n t h ~ W m d  
& O p r b d ~ i n r h m o m h y D I . ~ n i h d ~  
inmthsudinc. lbcdr~lbcc!n-&nrmdghi 
bhatrruldawthrimmdlbch 
~ ~ b p b w m e w m k d r n x r m b  
I n u m ~ n h o h r d r g a f o r b u u r ) . d m b r u d f n m  
.. . .Andinthir~,ammmuldhomcsrPdiqouor- 
r c t i o n d B a d m d & a b ! m e - ~ ~ 6 n d d u m  
m f d t b c ~ t r h i l e h e n l t h d . D r . k r c L i e b c p  
m a l l ~ . ' ~ ~ o m ~ T a m t p n i n c ~ u d f i k o n  

W t "  

JocD2VIS(brwhutbc1cba~m~&inh 
tynincpplms)didfilcmahomcscdandwmem 
T~tphepplmswithadearmulofcnrskrrded 
withthe~~~~tCdmsrvthis~~b'm.Arhmtirn+lpvr, 
his aposurr m a dcxrt rain conm'buted m his get- 
ting pncnmoaip. and he died only a ikw months af- 
rer he had Wod ar the homestcad. But in the 
meantime, his Amuicm legion post bad s d  a 
m m ' m h o m e i n t h t ~ a a d ~ t h c f n n o f l 9 2 8 ,  
there were enough verunas to create a Legion post of 
theu own, Our Post 334. 

Another Irgionnnite, P d  Ma+ mok over the 
h o m d  of Joc Davis, and i m p r d  on it. 
fn 1930, Ma* decded LOO acres to thckgion post, 
Earlier, Bill Campbell had given 40 aeru of his 
homcsfead to Dr. Luckie-eithtr becaus be was the 
do- who had scnt him ta Tvmqnhe PPlms in 1924. 
or for lawr services-and Dr. Luckie, who made it a 
~ l e  not to h q c  disobied orterm fm his scnices, 
gavcthislandtutheLc&mpost. AUof&klaw be- 
came the legion test home, past hcadq- and 
law temporary d m l ,  w 4 r y  hall, and-a por- 
tion of it-the wtk which twk Dr. Lu&s name to 
~ o m e ~ h a t h e h a d d o ~ f o r t h e w d ~  

Then~enrliasenlcrsinT'~~ntpniucpplmsthirn 
Dr. Luchic's~.In1910,BiLlIkgsvdRdto& 
andtofaundamnch, afarnily. andalegcndofpi- 
oneuing which d is tnllrcsd about in Tncntynine 
Palrnsandatthe~l ingsircofhis~chhoux 
in what is now the NItioml Monument.* 

The Donndk, No- ?mi Bernice, anivbd in 
1922, u did George and Mildred Michels. Donuell 
W, ir the west edge of "downmwn" T~wcntphe 
P+Lms, is mmod for Norm DonncII; and Robes 
Michels, a brotbtr of George. has lived with his wife 
Bedah on the Mid&' h o d  in liaenqaiuc 
??dm into themid-198% In 1923, W i  Q. Smith 
and his bmthcr, HPrrp, h a m d e d ;  ha, 
Bill Smith &ped rhc Smittr's Rnnch cwnpla on 
Adobe Road. A h g c  building &re, fm a r e -  
shr iog~ ink , Inarwa~dbyMvin~ in theru lg  
1950s as a gymnasium hr physical tnining, and for 
Special kviccs events. A &vein thcaur-open 
air-rcm2incd an acri~ put of the oxupla into 
modern times. Also in 1923, David and Anna Poste 
ancidmammptarevivlloftheViDalemint. 
had monq and lcgd problems, left, but m e  back 
l a w  m become important penom in the urmmuni- 
ty. Danl%wcbcvawjuSriceofthepeaec,fot.many 
terms in that mle. and both "manned" the firs tele- 
phone ucbngc in theu home in Twentynine 
->a** 

On the f&h ofJuly 1965. F d  and Helm Baglq 
took Dr. ltrchie and his daughtertCI Susan Moon, "for 
a picnic in the desert mounnins where yuccas were 
blooming g I d w ~ 1 y . ~ ~  Helen repom that the doctor 
was then "an old man with a bad heart." He was to 
die a short t h e  later. But on &at day Dr. Luckie said, 
"if they should m r  want m put a monument to me 
in the pa&, I hope it will be a simple boulder with 
thee lines: "Hen fu from noise and turmoil may 
brotherly lm prcadl:'14 Then Helen doses that chap- 
ter with t k e  words: 

So it took the disabled veterans of WorM Wu I- 
the "lungeism-to k d h  Dr. hkie's star into the d ~ =  
and found a mte~ m the communiy. Pahaps they 
did not anne w the descrt to get organized, cithcr, 
h u t ~ b c E P m e a n ~ y B o u t b o R s s a h n c d  
men, most of whom had of less than $100 
a month. Thus, in a remote dcxm where om d d  
mtcely nniR by saidmt, "community" d y  auived 
that my. 



CHAPTER 3 

Condor Field 

IF organization and "gwemnent" for the commu- 
nity of Tmntynine Pplms began with the formtiion 
of rhc American Legion post az Dr. Iudric's "health 
camp'' in the fall of 1928, most ofthe &ements of 
modem civilization still were a long m y  &. & one 
old settler has said, the Wall Street cash a yeu later. 
and the Great DepresgiOn whiEh followed in the 19305 
hudly  changed anything in Twntynine Pnlms. If the 
entirc nation got badly d m  at the heel in the Depm- 
sion, most dwdem in T~ntynine Palms just m e d  
pnctidag a bit earlier for this sort of life. Popuktion 
did increase slowly, hownrr, as the Dep&on dr0P.e 
some from the dries into the daa wherc they hoped 
to liw more wonornicplly on a jackrabbit homestead. 
or by trying tbeir luck with a s d  gold-mining 
operation. 

To reponon the s lowur in lo f then ic&e f~ l i -  
zation, William J. Underhill, who had b m  an early 
homesteader (in 1928) with friend Les Euenfiiht. 
brought ht linotype machine into Tmntyaine Plltns 
and in Apd of 1935 founded 2% Dm& W, fim 
local ncwrpaper authorized m accept kgal advertis- 
ing. Bi U n d d ,  who lam was to claim for himself 
and his Legion friends the "B.A. degree'' h u s e  they 
were in kntynine Prlmc '&fore Anythiog:' WPS fox 
psrsa6Miliusightinthetown. mkhgnotaona~e- 
lopcsandodKr~ofpnper .  andmwp~&gthem 
later into m s  stories and kanucs directly into hot 
type at his linotype* 

Until 1936. the wxy in runabed deses mads- 
rutted uacb in the decomposed granite "sand," with 
numerous rockc and an invrmined natural content of 
adobe ~ropidinn what Iirutnar there w. That vear. 

h r .  T w t y  m k  $ot the road up the Morongo 
Grade. and m the &st plateau ofthe high daert of 
theMomngoB96inStillaheadmthecmwpthencxt 
long grade, up to what is now kcca Wey. Oil on 
this &e, and &en the finner desen mix did not 
come along until a fcwynrs later. In 1952, when Ma- 
rines k t  came to open the bw, the blacktop mad 
still was but nx, lanes, and it stopped at Twentynine 
Pahm. It was not until 1959 tb?t hard su&e m o d  
asmwd beyond Twentynine Palm and the old M e  
mining community to the Colorado R k .  Now four- 
land all the my &om 1-10 atwhitewater w TRntty- 
nine Pnlms, the bMmp remains only two lams on 
east to the r i ~ r .  But this does not keep it from b e ' i  
a welaad and holiday IPCCCOUIX fat recreational ve- 
hida (RVs) and boat pullen sueaking to and from 
the river. 

Improved roads alnays are a mixed blessing for pi- 
oneers since roads aften bring an unwanted rush of 
"civiliration," and pUCh was the case for Twentynine 
WLms. Yet somc ofthe "problems" caused by the im- 
p r d  roads also brought the community a new 
neighbor, tbe quiet giant ofthe Joshua 'he Nariwal 
Mon-t whieb sprawls dong most of the south 
edgcofftKMorongoBasin. ThisistheNatiollllPark 
Service's huge "island" of consemation in a desrt 
which elm looked a bit wotth le  and lacking in 
claims for its rn ti& and s u n i d  to rather a lot of 
thoughtlw and umrupdous sigheem and Mher en- 
ploitw. Ebr a h e ,  as better rods and wtomebila 
allowed mome d morc people to aplote what in their 
view WPS the Iand nobody owned, it appeared mast 
desen plants, including d c  4, might be uproot- 

sPn-&mCMlnvd d-Q1t wodms h i  ed and taken to d m  gardens then lxcomiog al l  the 
the first 10 of-& ~plms -y from rage in the growing dtics and suburbs down mwnrd 
Whitewater easwzd. Not ytt the later " b r t  mS' the 

primvlr champion fat the forrmcion ofthe National which ueared elm@ an vphdt ot "blarkrop" road, kk mmtion - which the 
this oil metely helped lay the dust, and &d the 

dobe in the sutface a bit J&ua Tm Nariod Monument= Mn. Albert Shcr- 
man Hovt-for whom there is a .meet timed in Twp- 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c u n c u n -  o ~ h c r p h t a & n ~ y i n ~ - p i - i n ~ e & F o f  
daisprramwncrrhipw~pnd~mrionridcch.iaOldtimm 
k - nncrm ?a mah fuo .far Bi[l Undahill it the Civil Wu and later, she mnnicd a W t h y  New 

undahill k e d  I tacd rod rrrncnrd ~ d d c n ~  4 - e  Yo& surgeon and m d  w GlifomL in the late 



After Wdd War 1, during which die losr an iofent 
s o n a n d i . l m h a h u s b P m l ~ * ~ r r d a n d  
bccarne inrerested in thc CalifoEaia d m .  To publi- 
cite the pligbt d t h e  daen at the hands of thought- 
l e s c o ~ , s h e . u a g e d d e ~ x ~ p l P a ~ h N m  
~ a n d G n g k o d i s n c l l a s i n t h c A m e ~ w e o t .  
In 1930, she bmcd the M o d  Deserts Con- 
smation League, and throwgh it hegaa to put focus 
t o h e r p l a n m h a ~ t h c N ~ P U L ~ a c v c  
adescrtpa&ins~ithcmCal@rnk TheNcw Deal 
and co~scmtion mrk ~ F D ~ C C B  Of Ehidcnt FIIII1Ui(l 
D. bamdt brought about c d t i o m  whkh caused 
the Crrrrion Of rhe Jbshua Tm Nauod Bdoaument 
on 10 August 1936, by P r c S i d d  prcdamatiou. 

Tho area w d  appfmimady 825,000 acres; 
Twentynine Pllnrs d-d laad a r d  the oM cnds 
farpa&hcadq~1~n;andinthehllof194O,Jama 
E. Cdc came down from the N & d  Pa& at Yae- 
mite to bornme first superlntendmt of rhe sprawling 
d w n  lcrcs ofjoshua ltcc.** Thc +on, nith just a 
Irw ampgrounds and picnic amas, rcmjns earend- 
ly an unspoiled and upctfe-ss descn piwm populv 
with Marines on duty at the bPse a# relllgltioo, hiL- 
ing, and dimbing rouotrg. Eor those Marines not 
famiiaiththcdmnpndtheAmcric+nWcsf the 
Notional Monument prwida a wonder of new ex- 
-li-"rr 
F'w-0. 

The Joshua me- d y  a member d the lily fi- 
mily and not a "ucc" of ths annual-growth-rlng 
w-$ot its name, prohahly, from d y  Mormonb in 
the Amaim West. Thcg thoughr, so ia msrorg go% 
that the plant-at l a  the pung oms with two 
arms-~txmbled the bibliul Joshua, imploring the 
hcavcns. Older Jashua uw (m grow to 10, 20, or 
morekt tall with a magdkcnc Epnad ofspiky. con- 
d limbo. 

(hatidn of the Joshua Bee Notional M~ntment, 
improd surEycc for the Morougo grade, and thcn- 
dlantidccr of progress-expanded tdcphone service 
atTwmtyDincPlrlms. made thew 1936abnnm~ 
one. indeed. BCPdilc in Europa Hitla pnd Mussolini 
signed dIeifJ3crGn-Bomc h i s  alliance, and in the Pat 
E w  Japan wntinned to stir uaublcd waxers at* ths 

China &+st, 4 d t n t s  o f T w m ~ e  Plrlms-as with 
mosrt other U.S. atiz.=ns-conthed to siruggle out 
o f t h e ~ t ~  Butasha5becnaoted,in 
Tknqainc Palm, it was d i S d t  m ail wbm the 
~b of pionecfing left &and ch* ofDeprc&m 

EdnscbadbetnbutmfQUph~1~~in911ofthe 
wmnjuniq prior to 1936-wW was the cue-this 
hadbeenacaptedaspattofthefrcts6fia~r. 
Bur w w  in this b r i c  p, Cody pioneer PranL 
Bagley led the appeals which cwsod the CaJ&mia 
W a t e l d ? i l e p h o n c C o m p v r y t o s ~ n ~ t h c  
teiephooe scrsics w busiacsws and homes, T6ir is 
~ h C l l t h C t d ~ p h O ~ a r r h v l g e ~ ~ t ~ p ~ t h ~ h o r a e  
of David und h a  Pose. At h, the sariuhhd 
could handle five conmdw. Dipl phone did not 
come along until 1953. when a new building went up 
to housC the i m p d  ouvin. Until thes telephone 
usersulaLedforccnual,andthenerkedforttLGwn- 
d o n  they waatnd. 

f twasatd i s swiub~tbatur ly  rrsidcntBlanchc 
Rlii me mning had to sit and &ently follow 
through on her "number, p l d  nspaw w iacll 
phone EnUs while a man and w& brought in hy Can- 
stable Paste bccawt of a domatis squabble, and 
shadded to the Postc couch, prctty #ell shredded the 
dothim from & 0th- in fmm of Blanche and her 
swid~dbard. &che aiso adds the fobwing m the 
legend of thc Joshua mc she onn heard a woman 
ofhe~acqulintancetdla~ertothedcrat that 
"the Joshua uca an ten thousand and ten pus old:' 
"Hw can pw be so pxak?" Blanche wked h a  later. 
"Because: 6aid the ainamw botany reporter. "when 
we came out here, somebody told us they were ten 
thouslndgranoldandwe'ubcmhcrcten)cus~." 

In 1938 w e  the U.S. S d  Tract An, whkh 
plwided bor the fiR.aae "jadmbhit" hamsads and 
hunched a "flogd" of nov daimr which beforr long 
dotted the d*m landzupe with proa-up abins. Old 
h e m  considcrcd thcs something of a blight b 
i duq  quircments mon relaxed than had been 
thc ow: when h d  amounted ( W y )  to a 
quamr d o n  [a square half-mlle mevurcd from a 
satkrn-~i.*Fvschimineadapa.omlKCd 



aapom .she had udred & a i t b K i d a , d o a I ~ 1 9 3 9 , H i d a ~ h k  



Numerous TG-2 gliders appear in /ine near the hangar at the A m y  Air brces'glider 
training frlcdify at Twentynine PalmJ, Californiz, during the early years of Wor/d War IL 

peacetime military conscription in the nation's histo- to lease a large tract of land north of town, at a site 
ry and were soon going off to military training camps. called Mesquite Dry I&. Obstacles bemeen lease and 
President Roosmlt in November was swept back into actual airf~eld were many. There was no road to the 
office for an unprecedented thud term. The nation dry lake, no electricity, and no resources for meaning- 
was ready to do its share. More aid to the Allies be- ful construction? Flying enthusiasts hoped to get help 
came possible in January 1941 with passage of the from President Roosevelt's Works Projects Administra- 
"lend-lease" bill. U.S. military forces, with their new tion (WF'A), but this was not forthcoming. By 1939, 
"draftees," began locating and consuucting new train- the plans for the flying field crumpled in for lack of 
ing sites. In November 1941, Secretary of War Henry wherewithal 
L. Stimson reached out and touched Twentynine Next notion for the dry lake was land yachting and 
Palms. He signed authority for the U.S. Army Air sailplaning-gliding. Early settler William B. Hatch, 
Corps to start a glider training school on those old Jr., a water sports enthusiast in his pre-desert days, or- 
dead lakes north of Dr. Luckie's health camp, where ganized a Twentynine Palms Iand Yacht Club. Lucile 
the World War I veterans-and a growing number of Weight reports that approximately 100 penons attend- 
others-were learning to Live in good health beside ed the fmt meeting, and that in following months 
the Oasis of Mara where you had to arrive on purpose, many land ychters visited Mesquite Dry Lake with 
and stay with conviction. their wheeled "sailboats." And, according to this same 

Local historian, national gliding champion John Rohin- 
For some time in Twentynine Palms there had been son "brought his ship here and talkd of the possibil- 

dreams of an airfield nonh of town. In spite of the ities of a glider school: That was in November of 1341, 
fact that aviation had played a role in World War 1, and later that month, as we have seen, the Air 
and that Frank Bagley and had been a part of got to jut a s&ool in 
hat war-time fl*g had to suuggle find Twentynine palmspa glider which 
its niche the war The adventure it promised con- would send airborne troops into World War I1 batde- 
tinued to attract experimentation with new uses, c-,,- 

LIC,".,. 
and part of the Twen~nine Palms Earlier that year the Germans had given a grim new 

idea-in 1937-was to show off the desen with air 
tours, since automobile tours had become popular as *A pdnrc entrepreneur. konud  Whoff, brought in gecramn 

a means for dry folks to see the quaint ou&ack. l-he in 1938, and over the n- gclr began swinging an clccuical grid 
ro homa and husk- fmm his gasoline-pwred opendon ncu town Chamber o f m e r c e .  sparked by Bag1eyY Earle rour Cornen. whkh is rhc iodn Twcnojninc Rims High. 

H. Nicholes, and Colonel Henry L. "Watty" Watson, ,y,d ~ ~ d .  kcpr fur -ficrprinuE '-light plmu:. 

made application to the U.S. Department of Interior t h ~ ,  - rhc communiq\ firrt eiccrriciry. 



sign&- to glideis by using them in their 20 May 
innsion ofCrete in the eastern Mediterranean. hn i -  
d y ,  the f k m a m  had pioacrred the co&on of 
gliders and the devclopmct~ of milirnry tactics for 
t h e s e m o t o d m l i r c r a f t b e c P n s o f ~ ~ ~  
~ 0 n t h e m i n t h e p m t W o r I d W a r I l t e n t p ~  
V a d l e s  (1919). Gliders wm: sonomicPl (and 61 the 
Gcnnam, lqd) &lames. Gumrn students at the 
Unisasiq of Aachen in 1920 built a spotdag glider- 
the Sduwzet ?&@/-which bad hen designed by 
their prdimr, DL WoEpg Klunpurr (ahom we 
s h P i l m ~ a g a i n ) . T h i s B l p E t D d o f f h C & y p ~  
w s u 4 & n t  wftofitsdcsign, ahdOthCI6Iate1, 
inspiltcdlnrge-dspo* rpmfb fhroughout Ger- 
maq and s p r d  gliding inm many other wntries, 
Muding the United S m .  In 1928 aud 1929-at 
about the time T~enqniuc Palm nar getting or- 
+ed arwnd its Am&w Lcgion outpost-a kw 
Getmnnpilatratpe$ida~atCnpcCod.Aad 
i t n r s a ~ ~ . ~ H i n h , v h a i n 1 9 3 0 r a u g k t  
gliderfaa3aboutdrmn?ltaadplVcd&6eyAtrrthe 
wide-sprcnd useofthevviomaaahich"rePdsc'~ 
thamtls f ir  the $&I pilot.* 

H i d  "*rednd thcrmnk, arcofdiog to the Soor- 
ing Soeiny of America, in 1930 at the fint US. Na- 

*Tahaicnnr.$&wbadacldgdDmardRibhtagIldsd 
r a t b c f i m r p p l l m o ; o n d t b e " m m u t m ~ . " A n ~  
m ~ d d r . ~ r o r n o d t 6 e s p p n i n m ~ w $ j c h a n L s p o s s i  
sDanidcd~mnmamlaruidkuqicr~I&ul-aita&Arherrher 
m p l k 1 . ~ d a a r m a i c c a u d b ? t h c ~ o ~ o h r r t i n g o f d r r  
a n h ' 6 s r u P t r s ~ f ~ ~ g a a i n  gamd-, 
c b c X p i b t m n ~ & % s ~ d m m d ~ ~ ~ m +  

tional Swing Contest, at EImh. New Brk. The 
SoPtiog Society nrs inwpxatcd at ElmirP in 1932, 
math uto-doagwith Tarenrynine Palms-wont 
o f t b e  p h v y  military glider schods estabMed by 
t h c U ~ s a a s ~ t b a f f e a d y d a g a o f ~ r L 1 ~  
II. The other nrs at lockport. Ulinois.** 

First order of bushes for the new airF1eld wu a 
pnrpet land surpeg. Bill Hat&, who eadicf had or- 
ganized drg hnd rpiliag in this dead lake area, volun- 
tdfbrttdsgao)m.Hptch,asurueyor,anuamturPl 
forthis. w e n d i t r ,  ~ p s ~ y ~ ~ u g m a n w i t h  
&tis. he had beed weekending in TwenMc 
Fdms when somebody cane m thc Inn toolring %I 
t h c a r n e y o r w h o ~ s t y r p s e d t o b e i n ~ . h e v l y  
saiu had died. Another d e r  had given a plot of 
hndfot a cemetcq, but nobodynrs quitesurc ofthe 
location. If Bill Ha& could find rhe pmpn imd, 
fiends of the d d  could burg him. Bill Hitch 
did,dtheydid. NowSIPtEhCBUCdonrhehnnywith 
E L Whyen, who wanted to build the gIider Wry. 
Lsvrthnt month-Nmber 1341-the Amy CMps 
oflhgheerssentout a m n q t e a m o f i t s u m  

l n ~ w s s T s h n l c P l S c r g t a n t S ~ v e n ~ , w h o  
cmcdopm h t h e  19th ~ i n e e ~ % p o ~ W S ~  Bat- 
d o n  in Wnlnad, picked up some additimd pnson- 
MifmarFtddCanpanyX,&minOmnside,and 
aunc out to the desert-aboui ahakfdozen Army en- 
gihem in all. Ztrrmnr, who la* weat into & Air 
~ , f r o m w h i c h h e x c t h d a s a ~ r , r e c d c d i n  
1981 thot to beat the dacn heat, he end his anv 
~dmorr~tdthebipouPeatsboutO400, dothcir 
mro)oioe. dththmu.nbout 1 5 0 0 h w d ~ m t h c  

~ - & t r h c o r m * " & & a n h i n o r * & d  l b e y h a d a ~ ~ ~ i n ~ w e ~ c , ~ t t h e f i n t  
didmMgindrruicmoumcsc~dmnlsa~;tbeup.  
dopo~ifrmvEhuaanhr*wtdnmJwgaanr~pddirioa-- ~oooortw,abcpfound&eplace&ed%& 
m ~ ~ D a u U t r n t b i r g d ~ ~ - ~ w b ~ r c ~  thelildiaontheborsf~obmdthemcntwod~p" 
~ ~ ~ - k i k ~ i n ~ ~ ~ l i r l l p g  behiadthrm. Z - ' s ~ t m p a , a B ~  
domnoa d r nnbr, In d r  dq. aC didem, dr. wfi- Indipn, so ld  tlrt problem o f p i n g  the midiem up 
~ C b I W k d b f a e h r m b a . d d t b e " b & " ~ % S d C  R , & ~ & H C & d + . * f N t " - & h ~ d ~ i n  
r o u n c c d 1 4 m r h i L h m m ~ w d O a t o k s b m  thectcsect,rtMltditM-,,,dhptitioan 
nncdWtbeorhan~brl l .%cwdWi$iaemi~aia  
- * ~ - l + ~ ~ - ~ r k i q b i n d ~ -  e i u p y W e n m n a h ~ b a r . ~ ~ B u c t l P a d , t h c  
dth~ddr.~*alljoiotlrkSmdclhurnito~raoibtrait- BlllafKootwithasmeofhuworandeaplrforvzrri- 

thc 19%. 



"P~tomrhcnoi~,wcar?ealnaysgrrmdby'~s tbcddoedt~a~ch+tinallsomeU10,000US.troops 
t h e A a n y ! ' * s a i d ~ . ' W e ~ & r q n l t y & ~  ~ e d h e r e d u r i n g t h c n r t . M a p t a f t h e m ~ h m  
&herbrce~eirsart&th.Aatmmaaomble mndc~&ysvoundrtre irceno indup 
aimintnplitt~Framth#wtkofZPOnarmdhis and dona nmpq mms. EKn now in the 

came multi-colored q o g q h i c  q-, mid-lW& flying over or &kg rhrough with a 
a n d t r i n a g u b t i o n - s t n t l o a f t i m w h t h ~ c n -  hlPgCdvehidc.&ese~thaW?)aftocbtxnbesa~ 
ginccrs &re able to locate the light hacoos for the ~ n d  still in idcnce -ah a& somc fieldstone durs 
lirfield. as well as other stuvcy reference points. and 4 in the form of Gothic mbcs whcm wious 

Alld&iswasbringingrhemilirPlgm~ty&e 
Plms, tnthady this mant the US. Mnrine Corps. 
W e  there is no wly to p m  it, probably the Ma- 
r i n c C w p s n c ~ a ~ h a ~ m w t o T w e n t y & e  
Wlmshuditnorbrcafarrtris 1941dccisionraput 
the glider base h e  in these ded Ucs sitminded 
by their b m  hills of thermals and upslope lifts. 
T h e  mu by then an air brse at V M e - n a w  
G a , r g c A i r F a r r r ~ . L P t a , ~ M ~ c G o ~ s t l y ,  
tkdn'mr autd~~~uwehousc in the d d  it B?tsma, 
indthcMadmCotpsAirSrat ionat~~ame 
m b e a s a d t o f n e c d r b r ~ m ~ c y h d h g s i t ~  
inlandfmmSauDitgoafid~r~undthcim~arey 
intheVkinityoftbeSllmnSca 

And thca for dcxn uaining on the ground (some- 
thing the Marine Corps might bavc inherited later). 
up for grabs after World War U might haw been the 
great, Gmling aurs of d e c o m d  granite EBumed 
u p b y G c n a a l G c o r g c W ~ s t a n L s ( a n d ~ o f  
others d o  fobwad) rrst of h t y n i n e  P+Lros and 
on over into ewa@ g h d y  uru of Arizona. D m  
Training Gnw, it wu W. It ammnud to some 
16,000sq~aremiksofd~fmm u a r u s t o f b  
tynine Palms, and then d &mughut mmuch of 
the vacw desert bcawen what ate now Highways 40 
(old Roure 66) in &c no& to 1-10 in the south, thca 
amis the Colondo River and into a broad Arizona 
descrtateabPmkctinthenonhmYmain the 
south. P d a n  hgpn mining his ranLeh then in the 
sptingof1942, andthcnIeftinearlyfdtomalvchA 
8 Ncrvcmbet 1942 lading in Nonh Africa with hi 
3dand9th~xyDisi$mn~aadhAtdAnaocedDi- 
60% 
TniDing fot anh unirs and individual soldiers um 

rinwd in the ~ m i a ~ o n a  rrcrs until 1944, lad 
B ~ ~ e ~ ~ o f ~ M ~ e n t ~ n n e l w h o m o a m  

said danothcr dmc md plxc. 2 rmn could nuc a &. 
Gcnml&IdSctvniddthatrhcoheGmsniKdiorhrdrsn 
u r h e p u n g ~ ~ ~ c r T o r r b c H n r L v h c i l i q i n 1 9 5 5 . n d a m  
d o i  m a  mM bm in m i q  mug. with an dm plunked in. 

units ha$ the'i chap& aoadw wtdoot xrviccs. 
T h e  and a ( n ~ ~ b t m g )  &antic mlicf msp 
about the size: of a football field, buiIr m represent 
thcspnwlingaues~the~cenect,ucauthat 
rermin. ~ ~-~ .~-- ~ 

Early in 1985, the Needles ofiicc of the Bwew of 
Land Mnmganmt s p d  the dedication of a wm- 
~ ~ l a i m u n u Q t t r , r h b ~ m i l i t n r p n p i a -  
kg &, at uid and windmepi Chidaco Summit, 
just OEfaOute I-I0 and near the  outh hem mart bar& 
of the Joshua .nK National Monumenta whm the 
cotto- Eagic, and Omnopii Moudtains scowl 
down at m&m motorisD specding along in air- 
eoadidaned&.ifIftho~~quint- 
iakjy into the h a t  d h m e ~ ~  afthe brown and deso- 
late dwn, still they will see nothing to remind them 
of thos days of uaining. Not even a sdf-respecting 
ghost would d. Out ofsight from the mommy, 
o n l y d K r e i i d 1 q ~ t h c k m d y a l t a r s ~ 4 o n g  
w i t h ~ ~ o f i O d g . A f u ~ ~ r t i f h i C ~ m d ~ t , ~ C l f .  
n a ~  in miniature?* * These rows of d c m  fidd stones 
led, intheirWot~toNonh Afri~atoSicg; m Wet- 
no, to Nia, to Normandy, to victory in Wodd War U. 

Mter the decisMn in I341 to locate the glider train- 
ing center at Twmtynim Palms. one af the advisoa 
whoVisitcdtbisdesaamanumbetoftiaKswuDr. 
%lbw Ktcm~cfir, d-et of thu fvwur 
~ ~ ~ d b u i l t b y h i s & n i n ~ ; l r h e n m o r e  
then 20 pus earlier. He had fled Hirler's Cmanny, 
and by this time. wu a rcsmch cagimccr fbr Doughs 
A i d .  
Orhn visitors wen equent, since gfidcrs and the 

dcsert both were oddities which attracted attention. 
Id& Madaw Hut, a ~~ Rlmr rehidem who 
came home ftom San Bcmprdi~  College and went 
to wtk in the l e y  o S f E f c  at the field, r d s  &at 
oncday~spr-andbythcnlicutenant-Jimmy 
SteRPucflm i n to  lBOk theplva cnn. Mn. Hut 
tdedinlg~5dwsbcwsorhrilledattheplospsf 
of seeing the pop& movie star that she immdiafc. 

Sgt&ctLuld.~hrBlrtBmrlytbcm~.tncrtbupnotulnruc u c l m m l d n u r m l , d h l . g e d r m g h g n g & ~ .  
noc dangerous. Rcpubirely nuy to morr of us. bur nuc dpo~my+ am dthm up m 18 fm 4. smdq on end d Pmaged io 



- rkpzuulait d De&w Phm (us@ M31m 
RePipbf chsmonr insbwch'on in tbc pn'm$ks of n~fwlessfigbt was* qftbefigr- 
wee& cogrse in~oIPrirg 30 bo~rs of fl*g wb&b qd@d p&n@nts m g/irkr pilos. 

1y a c t i d  her once-a-day chore of going from officc shattering mpcricnce of bciig stood up by Jimmy 
to office with mail 4, in hepcs that she would en- St-, recalls that in 1942, there w c ~  perhaps 'W 
counter thc tieutenam from HoUgnoad. ht Mh stop a dozen" E n i l i v l s  on Whyefs' d, and a mall ad&- 
she managed just to miss him, and ir her final mail tional number of civilians in a security farce. a main- 
call * somaMe pointed out to her S t m a t ' s  plane tenance &on, and so forth. Major Zvonv 
specding down the dusty runway for takeoff. runcmbe~d in 1981 thzt when he and hi rrcw sur- 

And Gwyn Keys-a daughter-in-law of that old pi- vepd and rnaPKd * field in 1 s .  them aepcvcd 
oneer and &dminer Bill Keys-one day WE o+ saw be only a ckili~ thm nq wore same wrt 
a popuh stu of dpy, jde  h, but gM of a " b m  -nt" ornament on theu caps, but 
ml- psispnce from on a a had tank designations equiralent to colonel down to 
schedule foulup cawed her to be the only worker on 
hand the condor ~ e l d  cant*. who T h e m i l i ~  side 17thAfW Airb~a Plg- 
had p l a d  the o i p b  -4 by *lie choptin ing w g  The War DtpVUnCf't Put 

inllbtKid.~$fimfeatucc-kngrhfilm.xzr out a press devc on 27 Novembec 1941, to amounce 
nm a ~taff  s-t the glidu bpu.4 the asking would begin on or about 1 J a n w  1942, 

with an i n i d  dPB of 12 students. Taro wcks later 
nKTe-Air-be*nsac- adnssof18xzrto-thCfow-&c-.nlere- 

with md after, said the Wat Depactmcnt, dwes of 24 pawns 
main&. md open= the glider M y  for r h  Army ,& wa be -fled CPerg two -ks. 
Air hms. President of the firm, and the on-site ~~1~ thog had p ~ O U S  mIIPh 
v. - F. R. myca F i  m-ding - st outset- 
of the Army conringcat was Captain Lmw C EIcrs; 
l a t e r c a ~ e  kfulky B. * b e  the corninad- *w, rneady IHZ a am%  par rftishtefiim), sid 
ingo86ccr.~the1niliutyst&~abouf50ofikets & t k d a h e r d k d ~ - t d d f ~ ~ r h c a & i t k  
and mcn. including night instructon and co-pilots wkb 3Kirdmidmob Lhmssdifwdl, ryd ibca dv ddi- 
who rode with the d e n t s  untit they were ready to ~ ~ m O a d r h o m a c r c i n r n i n i n ~ b e a w t ~ M ~ m a -  

kK%ht~camcdprk€C~LkcmcsbcrorcdXrsrSPhuc& solo. Some of the flight iusuucrpn and KO-pilots a h  uniform, &m Vinmn hC lDULl 
wmavilians.VitonHnn,ancurlystudcntlucky i f i , , ~ , ~ , , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ a p i o i ~  
emxlghtocltchIoisMulmontherebwodffomhcr lon&rPI! 



werc to graduate after an aangc of 30 burs 0s in- 
m c t i o n  in gliders of the two-place TG-I and TG-2 
types. Tbae were the m e  Ftankthzt and Sthwtim 
models m be used & lu tht primnrp glider s&ok 
nElminandLafrporr. 

Atrhispw,~600pilotscddbegrado?mlpcr 
pu, but local records and memo& ue not clear on 
this subject and mired records, nmv in the hands of 
the Air Rorce, are w. There was aot almys good 
weather. even in the desn  d k h  had been a health 
camp. Characteristic dexa winds in some of the cool 
months hampered operations; and descrr tabs, which 
can hit with violence in the fall and with s little more 
even temper in winter, sometimes made the old dry 
L&stoowa~~tnlreaffsandizodings. 

But those mu heady days-Wy getting to do 
somerhing which war preparing to get back ar Hider 
in Europe, or the Japanese out rhm in the M c .  
Gliders, "a hell of a way to go to war,'' said the Twea- 
tyheP?tns basc dtiefd&inthe ~ummerofi%5, 
and he a prirate pilot and a glider spor tuav l  in the 
bargain. 

Vinton Hux. b g h ,  d d d  not say a bzd word 
against them. He was here from summer imo %em- 
beroft942.Putof&etimehewrorknithcLinktcaiaer 

land on a desolate dry lake. and then d to for- 
get that he waa there. 

But gwuiedrogetthelnsruriniogBightrofthe 
b y ,  Haasaid.Thengwgortosrnyupabitlonger. 
F m  time. almost. And you could catch thmc upslope 
lifts dong thosc little mountains which are behind 
where the rmimide buildings ofthe Matine base now 
stand. Ym d d  fly those lifts akmg the ridge, and 
then turn back into green air and come back along 
the ridge again and again. An eternal "wave" Sumrs 
only dream of. 

Harz remembers om day. when &re were 12 to 14 
ofthem soaring along that ridge. &whet day, he anr 
uptoatmoat 14,000fecrontherrmlsbdanhedcddnl 
he had bemr get back down to the hot and dusty 
field 

AheUofawnytoptodVintonHandid i t  
three tima, and t h e n m e  back to Lois and to T m -  
tynine Palmswheretheynisedtheir~. Foratbe, 
Vint had a service station, and then he joined the 
Pmtal Service. b r  a number of pus, he worked at 
&epost&ceontheMvinebase,andthenhemd 
to the main o f f ~ e  in town. Oncc duriag his employ- 
ment on the Marine base, be rdd an in-g rcponer 
from 7% O b ~ e d t )  Posf &at he newer met a Ma- 

for the staff. a job he'd had at the air b;*victor- rine he didn't like. "But,'' he added, ''I came dose twu 
villc before an o&er theu sold him on the glider deal, or three times.'' He mired from the Fxmal Service in 
because it would make a flight officer o& of him. 
Originally from Minnesota. Hut was strongly eiigi- 
Me for gliders because before military senrife he had 
earned private pilot wings. 

Vinton Harz remembers the &g as many mo- 
ments of exhiharing flying i n t e n p e d  with hot 
drudgery and some hmrating times. One ofthe la€- 
ter occurred when someone in authority told him to 

1985. 
forty-one years prior to this Wstal Service retire- 

menr. in anothe~ spring, Vint m-piloted a glider into 
Normandy. It was a big British H o w  cvrying some- 
thing like 39 mops and equipment. They crashed- 
with considerable help from the Gcrmaa defenders. 
It was almost dark nurirne, doubledouble daylight 
saving tlmc still had not saved them enough, but 



bright f lasha  of fire h m  theit designated landing 
uuscmvincedthemthnttheenemyhadwmemwpit 
for them there. The British pilot turned for an dter- 
nate site, but there - more enemy fire, and then 
tall p1cs put up as counter-landing obstacles. Vin- 
ton Harz came to on the ground. e the Horsn 
on his back. A near-hral way to try to get along with 
a Horn The flight &cer ftom Tncntynhe Pdms' 
Condm Field could not 4. Mnr much pain and 
odw misadvenm, he was and evacuated 
but across the Ghrnad to England, whm he reco- 
vered in a hospital. 

Ear gating ncU again, he got to fly his own glides 
into Eindhmn. Holland, in September 1944 for the 
hdarht Gatden operation. Inter, the Dutch gave him 
an a m d  for his put in that. Then. in MPnh 1945, 
he flew h e r  glider inro the Wesel operation on 
the Rhine. The United Stares by this time had &en 
up aying to salvage gliders h e r  such operations. 'Em 
ofmtmobympped. A f n r p l a n d e d , p ~  
frombeinganArmgthghtofEcertobeiaganAuny 
ground o B k .  hfvr the iPoding at W-I. Vint did 
the required thing to his big troop glider-which was 
something like what yau did for a horse with a b m h  
leg-and t h e n l e d a g r w n d ~ p c r o a r a f i e l d ~  
a trec line where the Germans naid Ibr &attbrrt. he 
got a Bronze S t v  Medal "Gliding was 011 right as long 
as 1 got to be the pilot," Vinton Huz said in 1985. 

Aftw gliders. Condor Field beame "just anorhcr" 
ArmyAiiCo*@htainingshoal,wirh~~~- 
powctedplnns.Byudy 1943,thegiideruzinin$be- 
gantowinddown. Therehad beensho&ng&nce 
in combat operatinm that gliders too often were scri- 
ous clashes waiting to happen. Parachute opemuons 
m e d  out to be more &&ti% Dirbome tcdtniqucs. 
March 1%3~tohavemntkcdthelastmonthfor 

glidw flights at b&x Fidd. J. Cam4 after World 
WarIIahnddacloperandrealgatebrolrcrinTncn- 
tynine Palms a d  the Morongo Basin, re& thar he 
cnmc to Condor Field in those early weeks of 1943 to 
fly motorized planes; and Gwyn Kcys, who with the 
one-timc lsristPrree &]die Coogan helped operate 
the canteen at the field. r e d s  that 111 hands were 
inviudmtaha@derridebE601~thosecnftncrccnt- 
ed fbr shipment e k d m e .  

Afterthat, the 17thArmyAiiIb1~aPlyiag'Iiain- 
ingDeucbentc~tirmedfanbwtapunithndial 
engine Steannan &en. 'Ikcn, a bit later in 1% 
the Navy took over. 

Great e x p e s  of the darn, ftm the Mexican 
border nonhanrd wrc $unmry and bombing aqcs 
fbt the Nrqr. It bad fields and aruilLrg fief& fram 
Yuma oodnwd dong the Salton Sea, and elsewhere 
inthercgLoaCo~PieldbeCamepaItofthisaring. 
TheNavyhungoninT-yninePalmsundlsum- 
ma of 19-45. when World Wnr Ilmdal. 

Arsc, aftu that, Condot Fidd ncnt into enre& 
status. Then, b e h e  the year was out, the place wpr 

given OPU to San Bemardino county. Ibt wen ycafs 
the dent bvddiqp stood vacant bcside the dusty old 
aidield. Gdd miners began sgsin to traipse h m g h  
the d e n t  h w n  hilL; and rrropos. Nonetheless, it 
lookedaifthedesertnouldfinaUynin,&aU.The 
d m  and the dageodana of Sergeant Bwbnd 's  
mantula which once helped thc militpry enter thc 
numsocialdofTwcntyniQePalms. 

And the nrrme, Condor Field? Did amdo& oncc 
mar along those bmvn hills in the upslope W? "NO." 
said an old rime glider man. "Not tbat nc know af. 
We named it &at because nc admired thos bids. 
Best flying machine ever cmued.'' 



CHAPTER 4 

The Marines Arrive 

Sbrk 5 YH YiDl Ya-fi-4r &, of lohn W. Hilton. dacn Prdn and a u k  whose . .- - 
~ - r ; ; a ' i @ o f t ~ , r t  - 
A& r$! YYybl ry)-&bJ &! 
lpaitnar ,he &s ,be dm, tdr kd 
She gat E d  r&85. 
&t&Ild6mte". ,~, .  
Wtr&m&&w&u& 
Abdsf&nbaabr ,  
Is L@&m T v r y r k r  *I! 

Well, World WarIIwasaw, and you hadtosing 
~omahing. ALlie W ~ b l c  and wife%nd~, dong with 
young sons Robert and Thomas, =re living in the 
Campbell house, that tao-story fieldstone showplace 
Bill and Bntg Cvnpbell built after Betty came into 
h e ~  inheritance. One ofthe bop m t e d  his father to 
write a sang for an PO. at school. "After aJl, dad had 
done the score fbx Wdt Di iey 's  Swg &the Sovtb 
["Zipadetdcdab, Zip-a-dee-ay. My 0 My, what a 
wondedul day"] and dozens of other weU-knm him 
of the early and lam '4s." And thus, published in 
1947 by the Freddie Mvtio PubWing Complny, was 
born The Lady from Twemynine Palms." It bmme 
a d y  hit and-said S d y  1nrr~'really put us on 
the m."* 

&*ltaafhn;bammuch~t&bgttmre 
whocometoLnonplclenjoythedesa** 

Other actors aho had uwnccdons with T m q n k  
Palms over the pus included Ralph BeUamy, W i  
&gem, Jr., and snimming and m a k  star Enber Wil- 
~ w h o s e b r o t h e r D i l R W i l l i a m s w s s f o r p u s  
eve+dy's favorite plumber in r m  until in the late 
1970s, Dave and his w& Virginin w e  lured away m 
thebxightlightsofYucclVaUey V i k p t a b r a n d r  
of her travel bushes in Twenynine pplms, h-f. 
Lxil historian luei Wewt ftnds in her research on 
rhe lam-day homesuadhg in the area that in 1345 
Ronald Reagaa-lam m be ga~mor  of W r n i a  and 
then President ofthe United States-was indudcd in 
a batch of Hollymod types who filed on a lvge tract 
east of t m  where thq  hopcd to establish a flying 
dub nnr an emergency landing field. This f eId later 
k a m e  a San Bcmvdino county &field, k n m  lo- 
ullg as 'Tkenynioe Palms Inuuruiod.'' The p l m  
o f r l e a g a n a n d h i r ~ e s m c s i ,  hmtvu, ba;rusc 
of water problems. Iater the Knon Family, of Knott's 
&nvFumfame. establishedaskvrnrknotfitwest . 
of& d m -  vrss ofthe *.. L d  in the 1911~. 

Ma* that song was the bigha @ Rnf SW- was a hqnent kv 
ever was. but it illusmas the point that there had Palms had been for hir Tor a number 
almmrnhmpbctnabitofa&owbuainess~~m ofgevsladhcrmotherdhadabmehminthe 
Twawine hhs,  pe* bawsc oftbvold Lgion mld-19&, o o o t i n ~ e n a ~ s o d a s e r o H o l l ~ u r d  
i k w l B ~ t s h c r r t h c ~ i n m z n r g ~ u p ~ ~  
Cpgnq had a home in Tnurynine Palms from the 
19308 into at lest the mid-l%&, ?Wough by 1989 
he had not visited for some time. Cagnq rn a friend 

Xnd llthough we tend m "naine dropPP the names 
of enundnw and puMk &a, most ofthem mfe 
in ~~ PaJms merely m enjoy the peace, quiet, 
and-, Eorthemastpnntheywcrrleftaloncdur- 

**Fuhnps Wm'r bcsr-taam boDL mr Scmm S M B  BoQI 
(Nm Y& b h m i k ,  1947). ddi rps republished in 1966 6g 
e n r w ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~ . P n l m D e a r r  cabmia. M.nyofhicnrrl- 
lent cwly pain* hang in TRntpnine Rlnao homn with fnmi- 
I k s r b o m J o b n ~ ~ R i t h r w 6 b m b a m ~ g a ~  
~thcGrrntI)epindonmd&ndyy~oalhisut.He*n 
~ h a H i l m a r ~ p a i d ~ b i u x ~ I m h a H i l c O m  
ahichpriddonm~HilmodEcdinHnniioo27Nmcinkr 
L9%3.Amodan&~(198(b~dmtktiaTrmtgniocWLogmnis 
~sdL*iddmllccmr. Hilmarsomdthcfoudus 
O r r l r ~ R l n a o A u O a l l ~ a h i m ~ t a i r s e b n r m -  
ingndohc~bcmcnthinnmdbfsawxmIIcadguut- 
ua.nenrtkddolrir. 



ing their times here to "get m y  from it all." More 
meaningful to the community which was to become 
something of a Marine town was the pcmwar arrival 
in Tmntyninc i k b  of Dr. Edwatd limdn Smith. 
a New E-nghder by binh and a phgdciPn by way of 
an education at Ynle and then the Hvmrd Medid 
School. Dr. Smith came to the d c ~ t t  via a =-time 
stint asaNavydocmr, duringwhich h e d o n  
G u a d a l d  with the im MPtioe Division, and mote 
specifically as surgeon for the infantry baraliw com- 
manded by one of the best-known Matine Corps 
hema of the period-Lewis B. 'OdChesty" Pullrn* 

'Dr. Ed:'= hc was known by most ofthc residents 
o f T w c n r y n i n e P a l m s f o r ~ o f o f ~ y e a t s  un- 
til he retired and m o d  away in the late 1970s, was 
0neofthefcwwhoewrgottoTMmpaiacRLmsby 
accidmt.** But he stayed on purpas. Mtcr mum- 
ingfrommctimedutyin&~D~Smithanrcd, 
mong othn pleces, in rhe Navy V-12 unit at the 
Univerairy of Arizona W t i e s  in Flag&£ After the 
wu ended, he came bpck to P1agstaff to visit friends, 
and to pop mr into ~ t o e s t a b l i s h h i s d -  
cal credentials there. since he thought that someday 
he would semi-retire to a small pmtice in that mte. 
While in California, Dr. Smith was *lilred into visit- 
ing Dr. Luckic in F'asadena. T-tyninc Palms desper- 
ately needed a doetor. The very sort of a d l  
Hippouates must have had in mind. Dr. Smith 
opened his practice in the dcsert town on 4 Dm- 
ber 1346; he ntired on 1 June 1979. 

Mcauwhilc, llso in December of 1946, Dr. William 
T Ince, DO., came to Tmyninc Rtms with his wifc 
Sally, and atmut a year later launched cooJuuction of 
a d hospital-a memorial to bis father, Thomas 
H. Incc, that pioneer Hollywad producer who was 
an wly amciatc of Ma& Senam of those one-reel 
d y  films which became c k k .  Thomas fnce nlso 
proddthemorriecaued'~0n:oneofHolly- 
4 s  fim k a ~ ~ l c n g t h  filmr. (There also were 
others in h19 dl&g&hed Gmcr.) 

i&tco* phpsicim, which Iaams, and wdi- 

& m n d & ~ ~ t - ~ ~ r t l - n i ~ h t ~ a k n l f a ~ u l l c r m d b  
w. 

'*Xcmwcdnw, t o & t b c P n n c i s m B a y a m . u o t ~  
h c d i d a n h k c ~ P P l m r a o d t h c d e r c R b u ~ . r h c ~  
~ p ~ w a p k u n .  bccnarckLarbispnricrwdbmgarnd- 
ing.ouldjusfnncrsopcnllinghim. And-letrvnsnidbythis 
dedierr.d pwf&aad-beu"se lbz toc. ht ","Id oorcr. in this 
* . a o p ~ m r h a r c u l l r  

d doctors, which Ed Smith was, somerimes did not 
b quite how to deal with each other, but by about 
the time the Marines arrived in town thcsc tm doc- 
ton were cooperating with each other, and the Incc 
hospital provided much valuable gemice to early day 
MIdneses and of course m the community as a whole. 
A D e m  W " P ~ r o g r r s s  Number" supplement ofJuly 
19.53 lisn William T. hce, D.O., as adminkator of 
the hoapmrl and EmpMt Lincoln Smith, MID.. as med- 
i d  dimtor. 

Meanwhile, as 'The Lady from Twentynine Pnlms" 
jangled along, and with most Americans not watch- 
ing intemuiortll affairr, World War U wrs not @- 
ring tidied up satishctody on the fit side of the 
P a c i f k . ~ n m p s a n d ~ t o r s i n N o n h  
KoreaandsimilPrUS.fimminSouthKo~hadrahen 
over that former Jap- pcrrsession, with a VieW to 
uniting the cnlnug (split admidmthdy at the 38th 
padel) aud Brirtpjng k intorhe United Natbm. Rus- 
sie did not want this to happen, and it st up a pup- 
pet government in North Korea and mined and 
equipped a ua tk  military force. Whm the matter ei 
Korea's mug into the United Nations came up, Em- 
Ei stopped it with a vcta 

Mter nearly four years ofposnw occupation, U.S. 
forces withdrew from thc south in the spring of 1949, 
leaving only some a d m i i r s  and tofan military 
unit$. About a pat later, on 25 June 1990, a North 
Koran army, Russ i  aained and equip&, assault- 
ed South Korea The Security Council, with Russia's 
delegates sulking in absendn uver the mu-seating of 
mainland Chiaa, designated North Kom the iggros- 

sor,wgcdacevek, andulledrmUnitedN*tioos 
m a n b e t s m u n i t e ~ t h e ~ o f p a c e i n K o r u .  
On 27 Junq President '&man sem Amnlcen fom 
into action, and duonghout the nation the ancient 
and hononbJe pcukion ofurns kgm again to look 
toward mobilization. 

At Camp Fen-. cabbmh, in the northern 
~ u p u r w v d S m O n ~ ~ a n d t h a t S m a t l  
white sntcco town of SPn Clemente with its red tile 
6 the old W d  Wac II tent crimps rcdy~ncd. 
Soon, ncaMviacsandoldaonsfiwlrsef~stntus 
wuo I$* then- into mq waJ&hcs in 
tho8 bman summer hills. Mlinside looked like a 
boomtonnagain.TheKholeplacemssobusgthere 
were almost no im- ueu remaining for d q ,  
whkh had grown larger, or for rocbrts, which wuo 
gmw& into miads. %I Orcryma,  an 'X-Sop" at 



Marine Corps Historical Coflmdon 

The main gate of the new Marine Corps Training Cente~ locatedfour miles north of the 
smddesert community of Twentynine P h ,  bouseda 70-man detachmentfmm Camp 
Pendeton tasked wirh preparing the base f i r  the complement ofpermanent personnel. 

Horno Ridge was about as exciting as finding your Corps was going to do in the middle of the blank- 
starting notch on an a c 9  dueq board: blank desert! 

Searchers for better training areas scouted far and But barracks banter did not dissuade. On 20 Au- 
wide, and soon up jumped that weird hunk of desert gust 1952. Base Headquarters at Camp Pendleton is- 
where gliders once soared, and where Navy fliers later sued Post Order 343, and some of the 930 square miles 
strafed and bombed. In early summer of 1952, of desert, more than half a million acres-Rhode Is- 
whispers from these searchers and their motor trans- land squeezed dry- became a Marine Corps Training 
port driwn began to go around Pendleton: Buy Twen- Center owned and operated by Pendleton. It was quite 
tynine Palms! This to brother Marines-officer and an acquisition for that once Marine Barracks. Santa 
enlisted-who individually had about as much money Margarita Ranch, Oceanside, California. And for the 
as those early gold seekers of thc desert. Buy the sand Marine Corps, as we shall see. 
while it is hot, one wag suggested. The base-to-be is Major (almost at once to become Lieutenant 
about the size of the state of Rhode Island, with Nar- Colonel) Frederick H. Scantling was sprung from a job 
ragansett Bay squeezed out, another early visitor said, with the 2d Infantry Training Regiment at Pendleton 
and then he added he would not give $14 for all of and put in command of Camp Detachment, Marine 
it. You've rrot to put on gloves to open and close your Corps Training Center? This outfit fmt set up in the - - 
car door, or you get blisters. "Twentynine Stumps." 
some salty old wmior from Padfic campaigns dubbed 
it. And "The Stumps" it became to a whole genera- 
tion of Marines who couldn't quite imagine what the 

"T-Sop" is pronounced "as-sop" by d ~ q m e n .  Thelr mmt 
frequently w d  btr of jugon. Thc ictrea nvld  for reconnhce .  
xlcction. and mpation dpmition (for firing). Thus, what n rifk- 
mm probably would nll a "field C ( E I C ~ ~ '  or "going ro the field:' 
ul n d e q m v l  would nll m "R-Sop." 

'*Spnchg. aWodd WuU menodthe Pacilicumpaipwith 
the ist Mlrinc Division. saw action on G u a d a l d .  Cape Glou- 
testa, and Peleliu. Rbap thk trawl, courvsg dthc Mviae Cop,  
plw his pmtiag to the mange and fascinating d m  bas-which 
he +red cxrMive1y-rpuled his inrerm in geography. At any 
mtc. &r his retirement in 19-53. Fred Scantling mncd a PhD. 
in gcopphy ar UCLA, m d  taught that subject from 1966 until 
1980 as aprofewr it Loog Bcvh Sute. Dr. Scantling m d  his wife, 
Nanic, whom he met dudng that gmrm of all World War U duty. 
in Mclboume. AuLurmliz, rside in Long Bucb 



12 Area at Pendleton, there w get organized for later 
transfer up the hill to the desert. This evnc about for 
Lieutenant Colonel Scantling and his detachment on 
15 December 1952. The Marine C o w  dispatched 
them m the old h y  glider base beside Condor Keld 
to keep tahs on things while a large civilian constmc- 
tion finn-Twlitr-Morrison-Knudscn-Macco- bcgil 
to build a new base fw the Muins. C o n s d o n  was 
under the ep of 1 Nanl Rsident-Cffker-in-Chuge- 
of-Consuucron (ROICC), Lieutenant Commander 
John P. Mapcs. Scatling's detachment numbered 
about twu dozen Marines. 

Scantling recalled later that the coasrrucdon com- 
pany, and Mapes, had surnd wwk in June or JuIy. 
Mapcs, with his M y ,  lived wmewhere in the vicin- 
ity of Smith Ranch-that old mUer rint later to be- 
come a gymoasium, with drive-in mavie alongside. 
Lieutenant Colonel Scantling m d  his family up m 
the desert in A q w ,  and commuted from d w t t  to 
Rndleton until the detachment umc up in h e m -  
bcr. Meantime, dements of rhe 3d Marine DivSon's 
artillery q i m m t ,  the 12th Marincs, a h  had been 
commuting up md down the Momngo Grade to 5- 

@ore and fife the Corps' nosly yquitrd w. Com- 
manding~mofthelZthMarinainthosedayswas 
Colonel Iconad I? Chapman, Jr.. later m kcomc the 
zotb chmiundant. 

Usudy, in those days, the artillery whicles turned 
no& off the h i g h y  a few miles short (west) of the 
pillage of Twentynine Palms. and droR into the uain- 
ing cenw toarand a s m d  lone mountain then &led 
Pinm* The units frequently m up a c o d  post 
at the oasis cded Surpria Springs. neat where water 
wek ha= been put down o w  the to provide 
for the ever-increasing needs of the growing bw?* 

W~th Lieurnam Colonel Scantling and his d l  
detachment in p k .  and bpnallws of the 12th Ma- 
rina scouring the hills and culyoas, the 3d Marine 
Division from Pendlcfon put together an ambitious 

l h a r u e B b m M ~ ~ ~ a i o S ~ s i n t h c ~ , ~ d r f a t  
a ~ u ~ f i r i n g e m u s e o l r ~ I n e r , l o a c p i o u ) ~  
Hidplso-sm dromms. orsol,dhg, ~r a Smia e e r  rnyht 
h a s ~ a l l a f i ; u i t b c a i r ~ m c n t d t h . ~ c  

* * A s t h e b P a g m r i o t h l P n k , ~ ~ ~ i p o p u -  
L r ~ r u c B w M r d n c r a c d ~ f E Q i l i m - p l n * r L o d d -  
arta with put-w a b l e  lnd othr bcilido. hnu dng Myinep 
mightsnilc.Rdpigaataqurimouismi&mmnh;&rhu 
" ~ o u t a o u t h 0 f ~ " ~ b u m m h t H e r b S d v m n u r d  
m n p w e p r q r u l v r p o r ~ e ~ 1 b M r h o m c . B u r 6 x a r m  
w h m f d b u n i m g m k t o . r a c h h c t & ~ p b . e o * c  
ouis *rr a acamcc &. Snrprirc Springi died with a lacrisg 
~mblc.berrapg6xth.nmpa.nnd*rmrrhLhm"Idsaoop 
to hghm l i h y  rpw 

Iive-fire expedition to the new nainiog center. The ist 
Marine Division, traditional ouupant of Wemnaf -  
ter n m  members of the 'Old Breed came home h m  
the Pacific at the end of Warld War I1 and ocmpation 
dutyinNonhChina.hadgo~offmthatnewwu 
in Korea. Wer, at Pendleron. the 3d Marine Brigade 
had formed, under command of that fiery warrior, 
Chesty W r ,  who already had made new combat 
mvPs in Kamt, and was M~O' a brigadier general. M- 
ter Praidmt TNmnn admitted he ought not to have 
snidarlgintheKruculpsiod,thpttheMarineCorps 
was sort of the police fnce fix the Navy, with "a 
pmpagada machine rh?t is nlmon equpl to Snlins," 
~ h a d g k n t h e M a r i n e ~ a n e w m o n p c n s a  
level, and Wlesty's brigade was a&ed to p w  m 
division size. CMnmnnded by Major G c m d  Robert 
H. Pepper (the sssisuot division wmmmder was 
Brigadier G e n d  Joscph C. Bmgcr). the dwislon amt 
up to Tmntyninc RImr for the twu weeks pdOf to 
ChrisMos in 1952. 

As a 1k-h exercise. it was nrhu a stilted af- 
fair. compared m eombincd urns exercises 30 and 
more gears later. But as tomeone onee said about the 
nallring buE be not erltiul of the gait. but nth 
mane1 rlut he srands at dl. The divisian was brand 
new, with a lot of young Marines and old ntrrads not 
yet shaken down into a smooth and measured &. 
Sahy  mevures and amrme caution righdidy ruled. 

'Ihe exercise proved that Tmntpnine Palms was go- 
ing m be a g d y  upchil phce. and that live Wig- 
artilleq ova the rincmen and &-would bring the 
mops to &ti= m n i n g  much quicker than &mu- 
lation which frequently lacked stimulation. It also 
taught the Marine Corps a lot ofamazing things abuut 
its n e ~  chunk of descrr. At night it ws bitter cold, 
a little spitting of snow p d  tkaur. A raw wind 
s e e r n e d m b k R ~ y o u t o f t h e ~ a ~ ~ I t d  
taluawyalitttecofl&efireifthe&ewasmguud- 
d i n  thcleeofa bitofa hillock, or behindatrge 
t o & . S h a . i n p a c v n ~ a n ~ l ~ - r a t h e r a n m  
product as that the-dried so quicWy in the dcsett 
wind &at Marines trying m shPR with rhir d v c r c  
all too soon scrapkg and pulling painfuIIy through 
wk-d tobeawhirechalky~~~coaathefnre. 

This. for lbcncynke Pnlms and for the 3d bkikc 
Division, was FM-1-Field Emeke I. The Guman- 
d p o t o f t h e ~ ~ C o ' ~ ~ , M a j o r ~ r p l S h i n  
H p  Joon, came out to wch.  Aide to Genenl Pep- 
per was Captain Paul G. Grabam, who came back to 
Tmrynine PtlLms in April of 1971 a$ B w e r  Gaw- 
d W a r n ,  loth commanding genenl of the b;rsc 



whlch became an independent command in F e b ~ -  
ug of 1957.* 

Meanwhile, lieutenant CQloncl Scantling's outfit 
was growing SIowIy, and he was trying to p& hcnlth 
and mmfon ~ a ~ o d a s i o m  for kik his wwhilc 
the new coustnxxion grew rlMth of the old Army 
build& nur the main gate and the eonud  tow^ 

building. %r a time, hacking back m fnmtier days on 
Amy pons, Marines with fknilia could make 
ccumkq-type  g m e q  puxham through the sub- 
sistence supply system. The command set up a s d  
commirsnty in thc old buildings, and made a luge 

meashall-type l r f d g c m  amilabk. The store opened 
for bbusincss with pay limited stock-staples, meat, 
and eanncd goods, dl in rather menger choices. In d 
ofknrpnine PPlmr in r h o s  days r i m w  Colond 
Suntling d e d  there were perhaps duct small 
grocery markets-Pnak and Helen Bagleg's by-now 
rather b i i r i c  market on the Plaza. another on rhe 
highmy mu where the diagonal rand went northcast- 
ward m TIRD Mile Xoad, and then ~ C I  M e  gmccrg 
on the main stem down tow^^ perhaps a couple of 
bl& wcsi o f h  Comes. 'We wctc saictly on the 
hxal economy." Iicutcnant Coloocl Scvrding malled, 
'.and thm wun't much of it." 

A mcsshd for unma~~led Muincs-and for srch 
civilian works who mud to buy meals there- 
ompied one d t h e  old Army buildings-a long nu- 
row building with long nartow tables, Scantling 
mailed. Marims elscnberr had known more primi- 
tive aixommodations in pcxerimc, but evcn thc sim- 
ple fmme structures at Pcndlcton seemed most 
modern-md they were d y  mu& more 
spacious-compared with thir little b e  put up by 
an ad hoc avitian firm for the Army's d glider 
school. 



Gcnenl Pepper came to inspen rather carly on, 
Licutmvlt Colonel Scantling said later, adding tha~ 
this ms perhaps ahout the rime of the field mtdx. 
or maybe just after the fht of 1953. The command- 
ing officer of the d m  outporn said the genenl 
" s e d  appdcd at ~onditions:' He did not blame 
Scantling, but he dklikcd seeing Markm in what by 
now1~)kcd~armlrrshifccamp. a f t m ~ m e s ~ n  
yeaa of neglect. An old China and Haiti hand who 
had been in command of a dcfmsc bmPlion at Pearl 
m h o r  on th?t *ous 7 Dccmber, General Pcp- 
persccmcdtoMitwaasbamechatSarncIi&sMa- 
cines bad to inor: Rndlemn for rhir-so manv weeks 

too-long-ago pioneer mwn founded with a snwg 
leavening of yeferaas of World War I just plain en- 
jopd seeing the miliury come m mwn again. Citizcas 
had likd the glider school because it dowed them 
a means m pvcicipatc in World War ik and anyway, 
so soon nfrer the end ofthat wa~, the military still wu 
popular in the land. hnd Cd&rnia dwellen, ape- 
cialiy. knew about the Marine Corps' share of that war 
i n t h c P , i £ i c . I t w a a h a p p y ~ o f b k i n a a n d  
cpnn, one which has endured to the prrsnn day- 
made only a bit more distant because botb sida have 
gown into marc wphistlcnted members of a more 
modem and h w  world. 

and lwnths ~cfore new - and 6ditia would -a bit ofa problem, haug,,, * ,.im- be ready for dscm in the dsen. rcnaat Colonel S e a n h  r d c d  ha+ m do with 
Butfromthesran,MasbsinT-~c~ t~ntn.Hcmsquickui&thattheprob7undidnor 

enjopda-thofkdlininesshmddze~softhe s e e m t o c o m c h m c m b a J a l t h c T ~ F a l m s  
tmn, a doscnm which ofan was lacking from big- commuuiq, but from outlanders who had desclop- 
e p l s c e s - o r m n i n ~ d ~ t h c n a r o t b c r r m a l l  m e n t w f o r t b e w b a n d k d t h a t t h e M a -  
mwn itself. Tbcy made for the only "induarg'' in the h e  Corps might soak up too much water. W k c w  
dcscrt, and they were r c ~ ~  of the "oueide" this faaim oune h, it tried to chum up a wate~ 
to still-runote k t y n i n e .  Into the bargain, this w- panic. Big cirp newspapets dawn below rook up the 



MarkeGrprZ3ismkd61lmiOa 
Tlw m & r l n j % ~ ~ r s o f  #dc&m& &trstbma&rff T ~ n i m l Z s k n r w r t b e  ow- 
&m h & & ~ g  of tdc fbmrcr wdd wff n-e?d h y  & k s  4Ud N r  &Id 

cause, which usually cxprwcd &cIf in the fear chat a hidden bas& rim doan 80 m 400 feet. It offcrcd 
rhemiikvpwnparouldtak~plsiarswucrh u p . i % r h c t a p p i n g , a p r o ~ ~ ~ o f m a r  
t h e ~ ~ ~ m m ~ w h k h W l o n g b c e n s u u g -  ~asmmanyMilrinesasmddlitrlybchcoughtout 
gling for sufficient wmr for thcrdves. Edy, the hen, said thc Mogle Brothers, for the nen UIO w, 
problem wrnt away after mta exploradom pre9cnt- a least. 
ed wid- that the Morongo Bvio mc-d on uuineJ put d i e s e l - m  pumps at these - 
a lot dmwtCI rind the &he Corps -- ,& rind ptshed rhc through loog 12- ra 
taiacd bg thc militatg, muid not seriody draw d- pb - ~ ~ d .  l-he mn-15 be- 
thc table gaafasrubupanrerpipcsfordtbC-etedab 

W h e n t h e ~ a f i m u r n t d i n 1 9 5 2 , t h c i r ~  a b u c ~ C I C m ~ d ~ ~ , m ~ ~ g  
a a hill nonheut * the mzin p h ,  sp1pp1p and hadqunrmf buildings, chapels, 
Sevltling said he did not m b n  w k c  wll ~d hb. ~~d ~ i b l i ~ l  bitfa of 
~ T h e b ~ , ~ ~ t d O W f ' w ~ @ ~  ~ ~ h e n ~ & & j & o f t h ~ m ~ o f M ~ -  
l%l,atl l ingwnwc11-Lrmwtinoin~thcMa- desrupaisr-form-natb. 
ptcBrotbera. Richsrd Magleslidktcrthat&fum 
hod h -ed by &e Amy in tbpt gcpf prior to New. in the T'n~niOe PlLns dcsat, bnd thcre 
t h c g l i d a k g o i n g I n , m d ~ W ~ ~ t e  b""Kha*.Thecoatsuurrion- 
auppiio: 86 -. Thc hsm came back k& io ~ * ~ t l t i 6 n n r p ~ m p o u r ~ ~ d i n g r ~  
~ ~ m q u e s r ~ f r o m ~ c r M e p e s d M 1  &~mioas*~g~g*=tlrcgrauad,drhcndurp 
s ~ p a i ~ i n ~ ~ ~ * ~ n ~ W c s t  &enrugwithpncumPticsuctlon"alps"atthecads 
~ ~ p r h d & & d ~ ~ ~ b f m h c q w a d i o g t & -  ofnrsiculnrcdnmrs.mdriitabdd@up,nx$slabs 
rine W q .  andall,IilreagnrrmonnerJa+guprmscrctcblodcs. 

ThcMda$rauadfiuJnliocwhlchdSutprisc dxsr,b*dcfgr'aflbruarr.. . 
Spriilgswirubbkupiatiat~anoeds,duld& . . . . g r r r i c c ~  
oldOnsisofMrromfannafrrshpondtRhichnuc- dledsf&-fw4 
~ ~ ~ n l n e p $ m k , ~ a n a q ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ V ~ I J T U V M J I & ~ W  



CHAPTER 5 

The Early Years 

IfErrdSfantlingandhis~Mvinesroughedit 
inthoseeVtydaysatTwenynincPaims,inthc~ 
dGencnl Pcppu, it was dl a mrthwhilt d m  pay- 
ment on space and upiniag wets which amounted 
t o the~Carp 4sn iLLig i t r i ch inawnyon ly  
dnnmoddbydl thc$ddSCdPEi*cvu~  
thc d m .  Odgioally coneid as a "low-mt" range 
for indirm fire weapons outgowing the cppWries 
ofbpptsthc M v i n c ~ ~ u s l y t h o u g h t  d a s  
almost boundlas, Tnenrgnine Rlms &om the evly  
pws, and on into the final dKodes ofthe 20th Cen- 
tury, continued to deli= up unapected values 

Conmuah by pre-ce~t, tilt-up concrete dabs 
pmffd quick dkicnt, and spcctPrulndy economical. 
TbcmethodwasuscdelsewhcnlaterbythcTwaits- 
Mo&son-Knud~~-Mam, conmumh comppny, and 
Mhers, but in 1922, 1913, Pad 1954, the p&et st 
~ t y n i n e P P I m s ~ t h e h g a t s l c h c n d c a ~ ~ f ~ ~  
undertakcn.SosaidthePordvrdCEmcnt~rtom 
in the N m b u  1953 h w R s c o r r X  9 n a W  
adcpubht ion~thcbdding&kLIai taf trs t  
incmwmt,. thc Mzkc Gorpd pmjm at TvRntphc 
Pdms proaided permwent living space for appmxi- 
mately 4,000 men, ai a n*it-pn-man of $600, n sv- 
ing5dn6out5900pcr~naardiogtoco&on 
c o m p u u & d t h e d . p A % W ~ e n -  
gimtr, W h  B. 3radfod who had bcen iawkd 
i n t h t T ' ~ n t y n i n e P s h n s ~ . s z i d i n o 2 4 M u c h  
19~3icncztoPraidcarEirnnhoatrthuthisnmd 
e c o m m i d ~ m e t h o d ~ t h c M u i a e  
Corps to establish pemment housing Eor the usual 
price of temporaryt quo--hut-type wmuaion 
nhicbhadbccnmuchinwgueinthchtxerdaysaf 
' W i d  Wit I1 and immedh1~ k a f t c r .  

quisition amounted to hss d m  590,000, a t c h i d  
and cnginengiorrring aaa aune in at about $343,W. Srill 
on the boob from funds wthorLcd by COngICSP fix 
additional &&tics wmc about $2.5 million .for am- 
munidon stow ares. I& and pisrd ranges, two 
cniniag taols, some p m t d  obscmtion posts out 
intheinditrctfin~,pndatherrcquired&&- 
~ * A U A U m a m o r b ~ b n d g e r t h s a a n g  

evcr had in the desrr, but still a "bar- 
gain basement" undetraking is mitiruy bus went, 
evcn in those ycan. 

Although still awned by Cvnp Pendkon, Twcn- 
fyaine~carlycwbcgantoscemidallysuitcdos 
an dl-pups base far h e e  Ttoops units fmm 
throughout the Marine Corps. In. thc fill of 1953, 
Camp kjntne, Nonh CPIQliDp, needed to ~ICC up 
~ e b ~ a n d u a i n i n g ~ f o r n f o u r ~ ~ k i n -  
difidual~tiytrPiningprogrrmiai~edth~r~for 
young Mafines just w g  up boor camp, and to 
k c q  ~cplaccments Rowing to the Koreul sector. So 
Ofcwcnt same rOne Trmps units fmm Lcjeum, onto 
shipsatMm~CityaadthrmghrhePaclPmaGoal 
f w h d h g a t  SanDiega Wmd byawnvaggrins 
up w the highdexn. 

One who made d~ trip with the 2d A~~ti-Akcdt 
Artillery(-M3--Gunmry 
Sergeant Charlie E. Milla, who spcat much of& K- 
rmindaafhiseyret*Twcn~~**%aac 

~ ~ a n b ~ ~ p m k S o m B h d a a d $ m d  
t h P t ~ t b c m ~ ~ B u l d h n r b o h d 0 b i t ~  
i n ~ r n p v s n c n l l t b r m ~ ~ d t h n t d  
) u s t m g h ~ B o V g b w 8 ~ 1 k ~ m . 4 t r p x ~ d &  
pdo&Colo l lc lJdntSOld6 . lb~ . Ibc ' ta~ tbe f in~  
m k o p n d n c ~ r e d t h i t 2 . 5 I 1 ) o r a e n a c d t b e p m l A  
mvrrlromadditiearstbcbpor." 

&CU&CI of 1912. $be end of 1953 ( f o c l d r ~ ~ W l a d h r m r t a ~ h ~ ~ t h i p  nidi 
sir bandion-siatd anas lad other hdqunften uld ~ ~ ~ * ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 2 ~ ; ~  
u*tvhuikliogs.-*Is.and~fdI.B~ ~ G u m o * ~ ~ ~ t b . & s r - * b .  
then it = ---or pnha a l i d  , m ~ ~ ~ & g e r s t , c r r r r h ~ l e d ~ ~ i n  
less-its initial argtt in acmmmdtion~. ~ d r h . k r c m a n r n t E o l s r & * b i E h ~ m p D n d L I  

taEoUghaUtSouthaiICaliBontis.frcan~mi&9l(bimor6c 
* 1 1 4 . 5 * ' d k s ~ n t b p 1 J m u ~  m i d - ~ i l u - , i a t b e ~ g l ~ r p ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

1954-most of it for the d o n  project ac- 14.orial *xl 



the ftrst uoop into t h e  new, come@ bvncLs," 
OunnyMillcrssid H e n e p l l e d d r u w d m ~ ~  
paved, nod that no parade grounds ("grinders") were 
pavcd. Hip unit a d d ,  pfter that nip thmugh the 
Pmma (kd, in Oaober of 1913. Mess h& w m  
in opefation, but there m s  no sickhay no& of the 
aunt. Sick d went in individual uoin, and if some- 
bodv had a r p r h  oroblem. be aor sent down to &- 

cashng yard shows mu ready s&ed 

nctl. Othe&, mo mu& d thc  h v y  aggregate set- 
rled~thehnmmdthcpour,rcsultinginhwcg- 
combingatthebonomandarrnlrnasrtthempBut 
in this m, thc m a c t o r  poured a bent all at o m .  
and &pa d e  ths u)cnpmy remove the bad 
work-moaly by hand dupping-and do it again. car- 
&i?. 

dlc&n. Balboa N& ~osp,t?l &I San Diego, or to a ~"othcr problem which Swtliog rcalls fmm the 
n a d  hospital then open in Ontario, California. early days had to do with thc new power line which 

On+ncw~onaetc~wasdividalbcnrccllus: 
PS a temporary &bay, with a fnu beds at one md, 
and a s;& NCO dub m the o i k  Mglria pfso were 
~owninvari~lbbsurPdrri ,Gunny~said.Thtbig 
theatefoothcbasestillwsnat5nished,andthe y n -  
ny d e d  that the contwtoxs had some uouhtu 
&em. 

What the uouble was. Pred Scanrling &I Iatec, 
anwuntcd to the conuaftots pppndng to pull c+ hst 
one on the Navy's convict ~pcmisot, Licutcmw 
Map, fad getting caught at it. k a u x  of its size, 
thc thufcr had to haw a number of taII pillars (0s  

"bents" as the contramu d them) tb ~ p p  the 
u~nsarrsefriomcpfthedbuildingwirhitshighccil- 
hg; andonthesethemOSwouldbeplPfCd, andthe 
s i d ~ s l a b s ~ b c h u t l g .  spdi*dcdfOfrhe 
d b e n t s t o b e p o w a d i n m g e s , w i ~ t h e & ~ ~ ~ s  

had to he b&t up fmm an d&ical substnrion 
o*lrwhatis~larthe'SWknvPclamThiswasnardcd 
becpua thc adable elecrtial power then in Twenty- 
nins Palms was not sufficient far the g~owing bzso. 
The first power Une conrractor, Scanthg said, "died 
onhkshasel"bcfonhcgortotttCsunofthcMorwgo 
grade. He had not adqwmly mpmcd the W-rock 
nature of the duixt below what zappixed to be easy- 
to-dig "wdl'  Another tonactorwas found to tidish 
the job. 

In thew cDdy yaw, Lieuteanot Coloncl Scantling 
also had dmies which perhap hdped him to hm be- 
come aprc$eaYor ofgcogqhy lle M&c Corps did 
not quitelmow wherr the bouduies ofthe new bas 
WCIC I d .  hn* and some Ofhis Marines, bg 
jeep (wd m~pmnLing ps they exploredl Iwrtcd 
boundaries, and in thc proms sauted aad mapped 



mutes by whicb units could get to and from the select- 
ed making arw. And along the my, Scantling said, 
he mapped old gold mina and orhu hazards to 
&-includbg some old ordnance from Navy 
bombing days. 
Iua, and into the pcriod when he became ereeu- 

uve &ca to the mw commanding o&cr, Colonel 
Francis R. (Monte) Brink, who arrived in mid-1953, 
ScnotliRgputhisLtMw1edgeoftheminatogooduse 
for the n a d  a a b b e n t  and tbe f e d d  g i -  
ma t .  To get clear title m the v m  d a  ofthe be. 
~thehdarlgo~mmarrandtbcMvimGrps,U.S. 
attorneys bad to go into fcdml court and fomlmc 
on old mining claims, many ofthem "officially lost" 
i n d r m p d  "Butclaimantscameoutofthewood- 
wo&,"Scnatling+ed~"Ihhadtoscout 
outtheminearus, mbeabletosaythercwaswevi- 
d c m  of rccrnr work &ere With me as the expert wit- 
nes, US. attorneys nen able to dispose of most old 
dainx." 

Moaofthoscn thebaseinnrlierparsrccaUmore 
good times than bad. It seemed that Sergeant Buck- 
land and his tanomla hld done a good job warming 
up the mmmunity for the miliuty. The isolation 
~edtie$inthemilitarycammUniy.PSIthad 
done just aft- World Wat I for the dv*m commu- 
nity. Tbis camaraderie spread from one group to the 
other, and lW town and military into a saoog new 
W d p .  Schools and many other activities. official 
and u n & d ,  bad to be planned and mrhed out 
togethec 

On 10 April l953, Nonie Scantling. t h o t W  War 
U bride from Melboumc, kurnalia, &&ed in at tbe 
Ince hospitll in Twentynine Pnlms and deliwrul the 
Scantlings' third child. son Frederick H. Sranthg, Jr. 
YoungFredwpsthc~Mnrimchildbomintbat 
community hospital. which as had bnn ~ t e d ,  wrvcd 
dcpendeou from the base ?s d as Mprina in cmer- 
gcnda. 

As Gunny Miller noted, and as Liemenant Colonel 
Scnatling espbed in some detail, Navy hospital 
mrpsmencnmeupwicbthosefimMvines~at- 
(iKd at the bas, but Rill were no d m o a  Dn. 
kandSmith.outintm~mrctheneattstatband. 

Mothm of young cbikkcn frequently fond  it 
tough to liw all d q  on that pionea d e t i e ,  
Scantling conceded. Iaundry faciliua wcte m e ,  au- 
tonutie mathinu mrc almost unknown, and, anymy, 
low wate~ pnssure often made it d X i r  ro use such 
facilities as were at hand. And if you ran out of-, 
you ofren bad to do without until gw or a neighbor 
made a m "down bcloar." 

far the ywng uoopcrs, Scantling said. much ofthc 
special services-rypc functions and physical educuion 
tnining, plus indoor spom contests, centered around 
SmithS Rznm, whae an oudoor thntersu* into 
the mid-1980s. There, in the early pars, wcre movies, 
dames, and "soda fountain" sodal W. But then on 
7ncekcnds. the pung Marines "mok off like shots," 
Scantling said. UsuPlly for 'LA:' 

Scantling aud young supply offtar Bud Schmid 
(who in those days also had to pass 6oI what Iatcr came 
to be called the f d  &er) thought t h q  should 
make "swooping" (a lam term) easier for the pung 
Marks, and so rhey set up a "bur" ghcdule with such 
motor warport trucks PS tbcy had? The return uip 
vehicle from Ins Angeles left pt a spdkd time and 
p k ~  M !hkd%ty &. 
nK Marks by and large ignored the service. Too 

mucb regimenration fot them, Scantling said hta ,  af- 
ter duty all 4. Tkq would much rathct thumb to 
liberty, or drive old clunkers that sometimes got them 
there, and sometimes did nor So the rmck nips mrc 
knocked&. A A e h d c d f o r l i b e r t y h a l w p p  
been a most e n t e r p i i  individual. 

While kinding stayed on tor a time as second-in- 
command to Col0del Monte B r ' i ,  he was soon off 
to the Senior Course at Marine Corps Schools, Quan- 
tics After that he did a mur with the 3d Mvine Di- 
vision in the Far Em (Japvl and Ohwa). and then 
retumcd m Tmntynine Paimr for a three-yeat tour 
starting in August 1911. 

By rhe end oft& tour, mast o fmak4e  w a  pm- 
ry much as it looked by the early l98as, and the Ma- 
rine Palms housing m a  was finished near the main 
gatrButbefmcthat,muchmorcsandquneopcrtbc 
u1osom. 

Thc ody quarrels rslilaMc on IJaouvy 1954 
irmdudul34 defese mta l  ?l (offthc base) plus 
316 trailers and odKr "fc10catables" near the main 
gate. Some ofthe 34 mt& off basebese since tarn down, 
included a dustc~ n w  the pnscnt post oEce in Twen- 
tyninePalmti.~datcdtoWbrldWarfldays,and 
unully d e d  'Wavy housing.'' Orhers ofthe &- 
basehousesnnrthosebuiItbyconnu~nftaMvioa 
t x g a n m V r i R a r t h e b w e . H c l d q ~ ~ C o t p  
knew, ofcourse, thm there ws not much familg hous- 

*Bri&a Ocoml Oldfkld rcesUcd m tk mid-199as rhat 'the 
m a i o m a d c o f ~ t r n s p a ~ w f m n T ~ ~ ~ m S p n  
Baannl inoradother~Eonsureddaooldcivhbos 
w ~ . n r r r t i m d m ~ ~ ~ T h C T . * c l t l p n i a s R l m s ~ . M a s t  
d the dnu thb: bus nw out of&, or if it dd mm. it - at 

a p i & $ y  slw put." ( A U M s  aae: Thir mr thc ''Johnny 
H& b14" which linkd thc dQn comnruniy with the wmdc 
d i n t h o s r u d g p s . )  



me i$ fbe ri* 1,000-~san rn6uM1 u&r cakrmuc&n @ #be m e w  Barking den#n: 

b g  left from Atmp Air Corps and Nay days, nod also ofmugh, hot, and -etimes windand-rain b k  
thlt the s d 1  community of Tmntynine Palms bad work whieh the early gtider pilots remembered, bur 
m y  M e  rend housing ro o& wirhaurtheairhomcfuaof~ngalongrhoschilb 
Major General W. P. T. W, that famous-&I-w- b the up-slope currents. Thee w s  much nei&borIy 

manyyew Quacwmastex General of the Marine f& thenand latcr, with mwmpmple who could make 
~ ~ d a y h p ~ > 3 c ? U e d ~ ~ p ~ s u p -  apartyoutofwatohingthc&shfloodsgo~,orhnv~ 
ply o b f q  G p h  Bud W i d  "if1 send pw money k g  a pknic in the national momment or ar Swprise 
autho~izatiw." Schmid later d e d  the word fram Spdngs. Fred Scantling g ~ t  to make the first dial tcl- 
Hill, "can you m n ~ k  for house to be built in ephoned from T h q n i n e  Palms, in 1953. Dr. Bill 
the town of Tmtynine Palms?" "'Then,'' said the Iace had a small cnnnon which he d d  fire on "stare 
@ x e d  from Washington, "pu can t t n ~  or sell them occuions."* Life wasn't all that bad. 
m mpried M&s PI W y  quuros." These became Excepr far the Marine with a surprix set of d e n ,  
the houses of the Sunpld d d o p m a t ,  dong El and over the years, orders to Twcatynine Palms always 
Pwo sweet which M from the hack of the county seemed to come as a surprise. ticst impdons  alwzys 
l ibmpesmad w tbc a m  ofthe presenx Twcnynk seemed pnnp much tbe same: a hot, dusty, desolare 
Balms high school. Law, there were d m  buitt. milirvp dmp in a w l P d E d  and lomly outpan 

Bud Schmid was willing to do almost ~ m g r h h g  to of a town. The officerwho was later (inJuly 1953) to 
sratt~rkl0ft lrcarcanikDand"re~ks'f im- r e p l P o c F R d S F l n ~ p c c o m m a o d e r ~ d r c p ~ h  
mobile mobile homa) mat rhe mnin gate-units tkmght of it as aU of rhe a k .  This was Colonel 
which together m o u n d  to s o m t  316 Eunily quart- Brink, who first rode up to Twentynine PPlms in eady 
as whac the Machew&, maoy ofthcm with young 1953 with the Ekmlhsn depuq commander, 
chilh, had to lk on thatcmaadak and low a~ta B~igadier General Jamrs A. Stuart. And what was 
prraurr p k u s c d  with girs pibt tigbtswhich mcrre, as a 1921 graduate ofthe U.S. Naval Academy, 
d d  Maw art d d n g  dcsut d. Then Bud Monte Brink belied the amphibious M?rdne Cops 
Schmid and his srPtfAfarines~u1d have m go aawl- had m d e  a &tic goof pourin$ fun& inw a spad 
ing pround amid sccupions aad blvck widow spidets pile so fv from its assigned elcment Brink wrote Iater 
unda~mbikhosoesmgetgas~hcs*errand ofhisticsttripuptorhedexrt: 
water heam going lgzin. ~ ~ ' r ~ b g d m t i s a w . ~ e n c w c a m p n c l r h i -  

Mostofrhiseadyliviagwaskeepiihwscforin- tzratd~cenanutedmtboGmpR8dtrrollnm. 
dirrcrfireiircwhichnhicbetotheddcscforbrieffit- mklink-db*-rrrLncnns 
ing arcrdsm, and he1ping the concmam watch over -gj supm: 0 w a ~  rac&d ~apmr hd 
theumwfi?landtheirbuiLliagprajerts.nKkiad ~ y b ~ o ~ i r ~ d ~  



s m ~ ~ ~ b t a t . o d d a d ~ r r ~ h i l k m i b c ~ ~  &mega n quick promLe bole Radlnon im addirhd 
n s p k d q m a r k  .ouM~bntaoaunmnaftcr-  & m d ~ r r a m e r r n ~ t . T h b ~ t ~ h  
nnalihrdqpilrThcdrfhkbcdmthcWut~rpa- cactuarilinOFoobarbmrhcrmrmdrpmormclrm 
red with nlhli. 7hc low cement b m d s  r rm  k i n g  built d d f d t h e p u r i o n m d a r W b n t n t h ~ 1 h d c r ~ -  

~ i c u a i n t  c ~ l ~ o e l  h t l i a g .  grid pln~ed thu in- 
sphdan as d g  in July 1953. Scantling's c e c ~ h I i ~ ~  

&&e new b, hcwwtehtu, he brgul.tourr- 
d t a s n n d ~ e d p c p p c r p c r s ~  ThedriliPtlron- 
tgytmhadmknrnrrquitealotefthc&, mclge~ 
Wtb fIYlYil glider sehwl and law daps. Piht odcr 
ofb~fa6Lnptwcdmt ierd1wM4edBdrr-  
6na*torrspiaconoolofthedd*ofrhc 
g e b ( w K L y d G a a t n ) , a h k b t h c - -  
m r w p 6 ~  

Withthe^old"~ofglidt~dqsbomedinmrhc 
" a d  SpSlEyfor Matines a n d d  ~ w o r ~  as 
anil authodztxl m eat W. Colonel Brink turned 

g c n ~ w c o w u p ~ ~ ~ i o o t h c r i m p e a i o a  
That did not happen. though, as General %per writ 

o f f t o a ~ P g i g n m c n t ~ h c c a v M T i s i t i l * t n t g -  
niat lstmr *. 

Cdone4BdDk~~(#itinucdtoptaskmon 
q m  &I dqmkients. The Sungold Tireb, spt- 
v k d  by Sanding and Sebmld s t k  that &phone 
a u f r o o l ~ W , ~ t i a i ~ S O h a m t r i a 1 P a  
fall of 1953. Thest. W by Veterans Ahkktta- 
t n n f i a p o c i o g , s o t d o o l y t o ~ ~ @ ~ ~  
tiom rtnfi: NCO tilm$h tics-t mioael, &r 
m d  )1O,OOD-& f% i t d  mmmQn p d  r p a ~ ~  in 
t h e r c d r g a ~ r ~ e d ~ ~ .  I W t b u f ~  
to* bcdmoros, d ] r o n c  htho&a&$e- 
EOT garage PDd ' '6f)~M" h. 

A s'mibrr aart. scvr the Sun& m& adable 
Modicr58hcmcsofthir$pc~tkcodd19)4.~ 
~rhcHBmilron~m~loO~,alwgairh 
the d m  and rcl- acar the mpin gw, pmvid- 
ed (ht bulk of available family bwsing until the Ma- 







rinc juniors had put the meager mwn nhwl build- 
ing fadkia inm nrr-capacity. Even rhcn, thc M p  
wasmt&an,anddoubled~badmbeheId 
in those &-* schod moms* 
Byluc1954anumbaofthingsrnrtshadaar~amird 

T m n i n e  Pllms Monte Brink neared retirement. 
Gdoncl John S. Oldti&, fkaic Schwl C k  of '35 
~ o f ' l b m I v c y , d u p b i s m u r n s c m n r m n d -  
ing &r ofthe rtth Marines in Korea, a d  needed 
a new a.&nmcnt. Commands at Pcndlcmn wmcd 
themcstduyunitsatthefimmejorstopcastof 
Korcn;butforanst~o;mYtillag, allroPdsmwled 
m 'iknrynine aims P c n h  "seconded'' Bunq 
Oldfield -d Tnrntynine Palms, &some leave, 
mUrrrLPainlg54.**Andmmmhitc,aithwmany 
wm coast PMF units now up at T ~ n t p i n e  F'ab. 
Brigadier jw Earnshows command at Pcndteton be- 
ganmsermLonciy.&dccidal,howcvcr~ not m m m  
m the desen, but the h c e r  slated to reptw him in 
the summa of 1955, Brigadier Gmeral Thomas G. 
MWand (then lssistnat commvlder of thc M Ma- 
rine Division in Japan) thought he might morr his 
command post w Tnrntgnine Palms. 

AIso, atlboutthctimeCokmelB~pRpvcdto 
lea=, the officer d o  had r c p w  Scantling as ex- 
autive officer, Lieutenant Colonel M& R. 'Ray" 
Pilchet hcadcd for anosaK and wkcment. This 
pmidcdanopeningforWSczmIing, soonrorcturn 
hdutywirhthc3dMarincI3iPiSiOninthelZarEast 
(in mid-1955). to become eYrmriw o f % b  for b y  
Oldfield. It provided a tnm which made for a vcrg 
~ v e c o m m a n d a n d ~ t h r o u g h & e  
masidonpedodhlatc 1954 tofullbasesptusfor 
'ikntynine Palms. 

The Brink-OlWd c h g ~  Otmmrmod d plrsc~ 
on 29 l k m b t r  1954. Calonel Brinkwmt back d m  
to Pendleton where he prcpated far r&mcnt, and 
Colonel Oldfield and his wife d into a house 
which Tom ivy had mangcd to be available for them 

'McSchodmPnninfiRorpimPsLnrthm.padtorm~nppprr 
both6Mdafcdduhc.vp~Ha~,adrdslishtfitlpadscbo- 
W o l d ~ d p l n i o a l L , g o c d ~ . n d l p ~ s m r i a r H s  
lmucdinthcrmd-l~thyhytindupoaWuM-Wat-ndnp 
be$rcQMilrimdmtinI912.SonBmfsnlia0~rhrp 
utingmduddhneunparrdQEbDdhdiitiaforTamtp 
h P a l m r . ~ i t d o r n . ~ , ~ c d r r r a l k d T h t ~  
r u c ~ m c s s r d m r i r b P P o d ~ & ~ o ~ v - a t v y i i a m c  
b u i l d i q s ~ l b m u ~ p t m v m g t t h q u n h ~ ~ ~ ~  
arts. B u t t h r c ~ ~ s r s c d d u p l n a Z n d u ~ ~ ~ T c d  
saidsnid 

* " f h b ~ l s p l ~ w h c n ~ c m e d M d f i e M ~ a r t n n m e d  
gemcp"Ifmabmurdriaroneadyauur~~c6actr"l~Sba- 
~ O ~ " l o a o u t m s ~ ~ d u d n C . t b c B n s k S c h n r l U p a  
d 1935. 

ourintown. Aldmughmuchofthebasecamucth 
nonwu~donn,at1Ca5t ini t5f i fs tmajof~-  
ment, there arrc ata pt much impm~mat  in 00-bur 
hou&g, Cwmwion ofwharlnml~~sw became the 
Mvine Palm$ homing area had just matched the 
desert, and so the milem and re1oeaabks remained. 
In the mid-l))80s, Ol&d realled that there were 
then, when he rvne on bard, h u t  7,000 enlisted 
MIuiots at Tmntynine, the bulk of them b e i  Tom 
'hop pcrm~d, hr h a  b n0tCd. nl0re housing 
wnsavailableinthemwn: and inmthebprgoinsow 
slongrdinthcmrrfkcrrdtbeboorttolocnl 
eu#lomgwhichcnmehrhebaganditsgroning 
population. 

Noring this economic Linkage, the Joshua Tm 
Monument N a t i d  Beak. a mall, privately held 
bank "&"with its main high d m  fsrility in Twm- 
tynine Palm, o p e d  a service branch on rhe base. 
on ~o]anuug 1955, early in the tenure of Bamq Old- 
6eld Bank ma and prsideru Joseph P. Wasaburg- 
tr came m the base for c e d e s ,  Camp Rndlnon 
base rommanda Genual Seldcn cvne up: Colon& 
Old&kl and Ivcy %re thcre. With General Sddcn. 
pomncting tbiogs m m e  for Twmtynine Palms, was 
Coloncl Randall M. Vity,  then lssistnat hase com- 
mander at k, as a btigdagcacral, Vic- 
tory became the sccond commanding p n a l  of the 
ncw bare at Tnrntyninc Palms* foliowing command- 
ing genetal numbu one, Tom MWand. 
On this day, welcoming the bank facility to the bas, 

ribbons ncrc cur and hrid words of dedication and 
welcome wue spoken. SMiCe, security, progress, corn- 
munity moperntiw, mnvaiencc, all were W e d  or 
pmmid. No more did ciri+em, mwn or base, think 
t h d ~ s  a frontia or a &$en &on of the d d  
west. But in a bit lcs thVl six months m e  the in&- 
maus Twentynine Palms bank caper. Ndrher a JCW 
James nor a B o d e  and Clyde ?&lir, the mnt 
nonetheiess caused an cgls~ndng inconvenience for 
a number of days, a subject for Bosrip and spceula- 
tion for months, and a water shed episode which 
formr &r seplfind culy-dzpbkha (and tonas- 
p p k )  from thosewho -later ahen civilixption, 
no doubt h u t  it, d y  nrrived. 

On Monday morning. 24 July 1955, hase and town 
r e a p a d  &er a scmingly unmcndul '~eehmd, but 
then almw at once the --old dial dephona 
i n b a h ~ u e s b e f f r n m r i o g o f f t h c ~ a d s  
g a i d ~ r ( a n d ~ p 1 e w h o  nmcmbadlcday. 
In town and on the bw, farilities of the Joshua Tree 
Monument National B d - r h c  only bank in th 
communities-had becn locked up tighter than new 
boMs by Federal bank aamhm. Sl~omgu figured 



to go over a hPlfmillion doIIm, -r had i t  (Iater 
&rial aard put the d&t at $678,000.) And the FBI 
w8s looking fix rhe %nQnine Pllms manager of the 
bank, Roscoe D. <;born. T k y  nron found him, a 
47-year-old $6,000-a-year man, at Dci Mar, diat race 
tack down -d San Diego once ad&d lq an 
e+ ownef, BingCtosby, asthe thewhereomentudmms 
nuf. InT~~ntyainepaamS.Rsux and B e q  Caons 
~ i w d o n a m o d m ~ ~  AtDtl*, tlpePBffoud 
them at ththrir B dr R Stabla. Rwcoc Wlls not rmly 
played the @acr be owned a fipe-hed cluxch of 
them 

md-eMaafn*&Pmfin-  
mmenient days, with no way to WE& Jltelw or with- 
drsw mouey. - scorn mended d t  to Marine 
families aml tcnvmpwpk alike. Thc frdual Dcposit 
IImmnce CoqontiM p 1 C )  soan set y, vmponry 
shop 00 &w dqmimn Wtod aecm m limited fuads 
f ixh t s t thdmmfo~imus .Not long~thu , rhe  
C i ~ N ~ ~ a n d ~ B P n k o f R n e r s i d e  
( I a t u ~ b y t h e p r a e m ~ t y ~ B a n k )  
was antho* by rhe l%deral puthurities to open 
cmcrgracy~esonthcbascdinthemarr.E- 
d y ,  on Wednesday, 3 hugprt 1933, Ci- Tnrst 
'c-o@ chu once p d J & u a  Mcmmem Nation- 
al Bank b r a d  on the base, and things got back to 
norrmL* 

f(mcoeCaonswasin&edbyaEcdcnlgnndiurg 
on 21 September on 25 coums ofcmbczzhw~ He 
evcnndypkadedguittyroeight mmm aidin A@ 
ofW6wa~ fmJnd guiltp, l i d  $2o,oao, d !mItUmd 
m20pusin~Ifhisraceho1~~8CldOIBhnishEd 
d, neither did he. Broken in pidt and hesfth. Ros- 
~oeCoansdicdnmlongnfrerhcwe~tofftoprisan. 

Mevmrh'ie, in the ank before the baak dwb 
B ~ ~ T h o m a r G . h i I d h d P n d m o K d ~  
k k p ~ C O m m S f d ~ f i o m ~ ~ ~ t o t h ~  
desem. On 1 July. he had @aced Jae Euashnv u 
theannmsnd;anduhnrbmtMaal,haddcrrnnined 
itwastiraefixthecwlmandmfollowthebulLofits 
units-nrpst dthem ofthe a d e r g  &dy-out to 
Twcntyninc Rlms. CoSoncl Oldfirld mnainnl e o m  
tllaadingoftimoffhe-:d-theMn- 

rine GKpd Tnining Center under Camp Pendleton. 
Also in the I&-go&on department, on Thursday 

of dm werk dthc bank+, Colonel OMdd and 
&&dthcP.I.W~CmnpvrgofIoilftBeacb 
cut the ribbon to mark the opening of the Marine 
PPlms h o d  area. Tficse were home-stgfe vemions 
of rhe eoncrete ritt-up tcchiques, wd Wilscg and 
w q m y  brought in 483 u n i ~  for just a bit under t4 
million dollus. M y ,  the c o n a ~ ~ f  was for 
$3,9SS.OeO and imluded satco. s idcdb,  9nca 
lights dong the meerr and. ofeoufseufse in the homes, 
gian~rauapca(,i~ontheIocdsfotdcscrf&mndi- 
w e t h c * f o r a ~ p a e a m b u r b .  

A 1 P m c a m m a n d k g ~ n n l a t T ~ e P l l m s ,  
surq+&arhat p~ognwi td mw&t by ck mid-19705 
wbmdtebaregvtanewnuncaadancwmiDi~n, 
callcdtheplPerofthedyg*trs "aJlnWlitde ar- 
d l l E t p ~ . " M ~ n p M p r i M s o f ~ p ~ ~ w O u b d p p  
after kim nith aiming &. F ~ I  fbm sleepy, the W- 

rillerg people 'kore out the tubes" t&hg on their 
w w ~ o f d c 5 g ( i n t h C ~ d a ~ O h t h e K M F P f l  
Warper iwiwhmibudgersand~g~st i l l  pe- 

m a k d  btaithy. Nor was there mu& mppiqg for 
CoIonel Oldftc1d's b w  Ma&m "houstkccpeR" far 
an em-expanding, "house." Mow thcn wne dubs m 
~ . a p a s r ~ ~ r a c m , ~ p w a S ~ ~  
thr*rer,spcdolswhewkitim bawstlbIcs,amodst 
Inm-base lrhkrk ptqpwn, ranges, nnununirioo 
b h ,  bare maintenmu, new t o d o n  bidg- 
en to j+ and supervise, mearbdls, in& and 
dental ikiliries erpanc@g, and  coo^ rhe 
civilinncDmmuaitywhereschoolsforaepcndartsdnn 
E d d  "impact" filnds. 

InthemidsrofallthLs, andeadyinlPS&~crhe 
I e a s d ~ & y  ddtlbol.~unq.O*tdaodFrcd 
Seadw-pluranumberofathasnt'l%mfpincd 
atEl?bm AIthoughthe"nadt0knorr" Listwashept 
wanabspluteminimum, ~ r n n o o l l e ~ e d  
a plaque wgbt to he put up, a daip&on m ~ t  
~tofactheciwtmrghtha~becomeCThcT)ity 
rtrepBe-MmCdfheMa&:'In*cldgm 
daps, mmyfiangaeaiFes bcpnfiom bkwscour 
nearsorprissprings.IfacatrwgauneupfrmPen- 
d i n o a , i t N m e d n & a n t h e S ~ ~ 9 c ) m e d i s -  
nace aest of the toan of Twentyninc Itrlmr, and 
hcednd inm EIU base atea gwetaEy t r ~ d  a lone 
m o u n ~ d 3 e n d e d e i n r o ~ T h e r r w n e  
~tLIOun&inthe ipr r~ thef i sogle t imsca l l~  
thc f i t0 Mamains (plunl). Thes d y  ncrc dxe 
Bullion, theShecpHole, mdthcdgwdthePinm 
Bwin,theIaftc~OOtlllU~inememrcachesofthe 
Jcshua k National Monument. On the day in qws- 





power was n& h r  a number of thiags. Excellent 
ldership had ken on hand from the outset, but 
o f r e n c o m m a d c n ~ f o r d t o h ~ t o g e t b y a n  
the &capP Clearly thexc w9s greater po tda l  in this 
~ ~ a f d e s e i t ~ ~ W b ~ h t  
Time k d  come fm camplea mmmand wmnomy, to 
ntt apron strings h m  M p  W c m n .  

B y ~ m d d 1 ~ 6 t h e E Q a t i a e ~ ~ h a d ~  
p r c t y d & e W E d n g ~ d h S b , C t c . e %  
m g d p  The bile,sli& duqyphky d h  Xoreari 
War began t4 fade from the.dvUn memory. 
In the M i M c  East, P d e e t  Nasstr d-t began 

to court the Russians with a cotton-hr-m deal, 
signcduptheSwi~wbuildbishmdam,sand 
d~cn rec&zd Conmudst Chiaa-a mom the U.S. 
ttitd t~ tbm wh- it mdd. Zhm, match dm- 
g m w l y  c b  w fuseI & British and French on 31 
wber 19% f i ~  wli.&- iato thc sucz ia 
an attempr totoprent M a e m h  ruming back  rim^ 
to mapof matd. A mjotitq dUS, w t e ~  dccid- 
d,*,still liked k andtbattmilimy b bad bcsr 
b C h M w ) ~ T ~ r o ~ n t ~  
C e n a e t a c ~ ~ P r t n s ~ t o h e a n m  
M a b e  Corps k. 






































































































































