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Foreword

The History and Museums Division has undettaken the publication fot
limited disttibution of vatious studies, theses, compilations, bibliogtaphies,
and monogtaphs, as well as proceedings at selected wotkshops, seminats, sym-
posia, and sumilat colloquia, which 1t considess to be of significant value for
audiences intetested 1n Matne Cotps history These “Occasional Papess,”
which ate chosen for therr intunsic wotth, must reflect structuted teseatch,
ptesent a contttbution to historical knowledge not teadily avardable 1n pub-
lished soutces, and teflect otiginal content on the patt of the authot, compil-
et, ot edwrot It 15 the 1ntent of the division that these occasional papets be
distribured to selected 1nstitutions, such as service schools, official Depaut-
ment of Defense histotical agencies, and ditectly concetned Matne Corps ot-
ganizatons, so the information contained thetern will be available fot study
and explowaton

This intetesting memott of Bugadiet General Woodtow M Kesslet's serv-
ice during Wotld Wat II was sent to me 1n Februaty of this yeat Almost
mmmediately, it was the consensus of opinion of the histotrans who tead 1t
that we should publish 1t as an occasional papet As an added bonus to latet
teadets, we all agteed that 1t should be published 1n sts ouginal formatr Genet-
al Kessler's calligraphy 1s so legible and unusual 1n these days that 1t was ap-
patent that a typed vetsion of the manuscupt would lose a significant petsonal
touch

As he notes, General Kesslet enlisted 1n the Navy 1n 1931 aftet graduatung
from high school 1n Massachusews After nine months’ sea service on boatd
the battleship Wyoming, he was accepred fot ttansfet to the Naval Academy
Prepartatoty School at Hampton Roads, Vitginia, and became a mudshipman
ar Annapolss 1n July 1933, a member of the class of 1937 Imptessed by the
demeanot of a Maune officet English instructot at the Naval Academy, Kess-
let opted fot service 1n the Matune Cotps aftet graduation He tepotted to
the Basic School at the Philadelphia Navy Yaid, finshed hss training, and
asked for the new Base Defense Weapons Coutse at Quantico, Virginia, a
school which “sounded like a coming thing fot an ambitious young officet,
something diffetent ” He was accepted and became a member of the class
of 1940 When he gtaduated he tepotted to the 1st Defense Battalion at San
Diego and was assigned as a lieuteénant to be commandet of Battery B, a unut
of 5-inch naval guns

Shipped out to Peatl Hatbot eatly 1n 1941, Kesslet's batralion was used
in detachments to provide the initial gattisons at Palmyra, Johnston, and Mid-
way Islands and, subsequently, Wake Island The stoty of his expeuence on
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Wake Island 1n helping set up 1ts meager defenses, his involvement 1n the
battle, and hts experiences as a Japanese prisoner of war constitute the bulk
of his memoit As he notes 1n conclusion, he and his fellow Marines “had
done their best when we had the opportunity ”

Awarded the Legion of Merit for combat leadership at Wake, General Kess-
ler attended the Senior Officets Course at Quantico m 1946, served 1n Korea
as Executive Officer, 7th Manines and Commanding Officer, st Service Bat-
talion, and finished hus actwve duty career at Troop Training Unit, Amphibi-
ous Training Command, Atlantic Fleet, at Little Creek, Virginia, n 1933

The memotr which General Kessler authored 1s one that gives a vivid and
highly readable account of important events in Marine Corps history We
have published 1t exactly as 1t was written and have made no attempt to.do
any, 1n our opinion, unwarranted editing” The opinions and facts represent- -
ed 1n thus publication are the author’s, and do not necessarily. represent those |
of the Marine Cotps or the Department of the Navy In pufsurt 6f accuracy
and objectvity, the History and Museums Division welcomes comments on
this publication from interested individuals and activities

S S

EDWIN H SIMMONS
Brgadier General,"U § Manne Corps (Retired)
Durector of Martine Corps History and Museums
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