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From: Commending General
Toi Commandant of the Marine Corps, Eeadquo.rters, U. S. Marine Corps
Vias Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report on Operation Harvest Moon;
forwarding of (U)

Ref: (&) COMUSMACV Dir 355 -8 dtd 1Ju165 (NOTAL)

Encl: (1) CG Task Force Delta 1ltr of 28Decé5 Ser: 00176 with lst and
2nd endorsements, subj: After Actlon Report, Operation Harvest
Moon

1. (U) Reference (&) direots submission of the subjeot report

2. (U) Bnclosure (1) is forwarded for information.

3, (U) This letter is downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclo-
sure (1).

8.0, AXTELL
CHIEF OF STAFF

Copy tos
Cmdt, MCS, Quantico (less endorsements)
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" DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

> ¢
P

30ps:lwp
00221 66

2 5FEB 1966

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CG III MAF 1ltr 103/RPL/dhs Ser: 008866
dated 23 January 1966

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps

Subj: Combat Operations After Actiocn Report on Operation
Harvest Moon; forwarding of (U)

1. Forwarded.

2., This endorsement becomes unclassified upon removal of
basic document,

WWW

. J. WOESSNER
ERS-OF : STAFF
Acting
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SRCOND ENIGASEMENT on CO, Task ¥orce Delta lt» of 28Dec6S, Ser 00176
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From: Oomsaniing General, II1 Marine Amphibious Yoroe

Tos ' Cosmander, U. B. niuury Assistance Command, Vietnas (attn:
J=321) AMG U. 5, Porces 96243

Subjs After Agtiom Report, Operation HARVEST MOON

1. Jrorwarded,

2, This endorsement becomes unolassified upon remeval of dasic dooument.

G.C. AXTELL
CHIEF OF STAFF

Copy ﬂ of 7 Copies
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FIRST EKDORSEMRUT on GG, Ynsk Fores Dslte 1tr of 28 Deownber 196§, Ser, 00176

Fromy Commarding Qenerdl, 3d Marine Division (Rein) PIF

Tot Comsander, U, S, Military Ascistence Command Vietnam {(Attn: 4-32),
APO U, 5. Forces 96243

Vie: Commanding General, III Karine Amphibious Force

Subjy after Action Heport, Operation HARVEST MOON

1. Forﬂﬁfdmo

2, The contents of paragraph 14 (Comsander's Analysis) wi)l be published
as “Lessons Learned® 4nd given wide dissendinstion within the Pivision,

3. Upon removel from Lusic letter this endorsement beoomes unclassified,

I
I—i_:

D, W, BHERMAN
Chief of Staff
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Serial No: 00176

S i~ 1] '*amnung Glnml ‘hak Force Delta

To: Commander, U. S, Hilit&!'! Assistance Command Viotm (Attns J321),
APO U, S, Forces 96243 -

Via: (1) Commnding GenereX, 3d Marine nmmn.

(2) Commanding General, III mr
Subjé After Action Report, Opmt.:l.on Hm HOON
Ref: (a.) MACV Directive 335-8", dtd 1 Jul 65

Encl: /§ ; Artillery , o o ‘(q)s gc,m. SummnRy
Intelligence - T M) op PLAN 330665
“8) 3’,"' 3“"9:3 o | ,(:) oPPLi)N 3sz.-los
v ommunications :

~ +(6) Administrative Matters
+(7) Daily Operatien Overlays =

Lotter from Citisens of. Quo &m G i

| SovRNAL :
Ql" THE OPERAQ_O_! Opmtim muvmm wvas s uo.rch tix and

deatroy operetion in coordination and conjunction \d-th elenents of the 2. -
mviaion, I Corps, Am, in the QUE 80! VIET AN - HIR nuc hllq conplox. ‘
2. DATE OF OPERATION. oao&omw 2021303 nmnbcr 1965‘

3. LOCATI(N . ' The QUE BON vm AN - HIEP DUC Valley cuplox in QUIRG
NAM and QUANG TIN Provinces between the DA NANG and CHU LAI enclaves
encompassed by grid coordinates BT 100510,°BT 960390, BT 870290; BT 900250,
BT 040210, BT 2&250; AMS Soriu L701 1:50,000 Shests 6657 I and Iv, 6658
II md III.

" k. COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. Headqmrtm, 'l'nk Yorce tmu. '

De REPOQ:}%G OF!"IOER. Bri.ga.dhr General J « ¥ PLA‘!'!, Commanding Gononl;

Task Force

6. TASK ORGANIZATION.

Commander Task Force. Qoltl. N S Brig Gen HENDERSON |
| . . - - 8 Dec = 10 Dec
Brig Gen PLATT

'10 Dec ~ 20 Dec

[ T
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Composite Comm P1t
Det Hqs Co, Hqs Bn
Plat MP Co, Hqs Bn

21 Bn, 7th uars.noa (=) m-

Co H, 2d Bn, 9th Mayiries (13-19990)
2d Plat, Co G, 34 BngrBn '
usr. Co A, 3d SPBn

| -.--':co £, 24 Bn, 9t.h lhrima

LtCol UTTER -

Co.G, 2d Bn, Lth Marines (15-19»») R

. Co g, 2d Bn, 9th uum,
. HeT, Co &. Bd sP Bn S :

Proviaioml Art, Bn. .'
Det Hq' EEW T2h mm«

Btry A, lst Bn, 11th Marines
Btry F, 2d Bn, 12th Narines
Btry L, 4th Bn, 12th Merines
Btry M, 4th Bn, llth )urinib

Co C g-z " 3d Recon Bn
Camposite Co (~), 3d m"r Bn

o (= ore Party Bn |

Det, ’ Ao Co, FLSY ’

Det, Ration co, FPLSU

Det, EOD,

Clearing Plat (-) (Roin). 34 Med En
Det, 3d EngrBn =

Det, lst Bridge Plat, 7th Rngr Bn
n-t., MABS 36, MAG 36 (-rAms)

2d MT Bn ‘Rdn}

'Go H, 2d Bn, 9th Msrlncs (12 Des neurity LSU)

Co D. 1st Bn, zd Marinu

Oo D, lst Bn, lst uarinee

Plat, Mortar Bt ry, lst Bn, 12th uarinen

00ee@¥r .. yortar Btry, 1st Bn, 1lth Marines

2
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" LtGel HANIFIN
LtCel sumn o

Capt REVELL
Gapt O'LAUGHLIN
Maj BENSTEAD

Maj BAKER
Capt GORMIEY
Capt SPENCE -
Capt NILLER
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7 . SUPPORTING FORCES.,

‘1 . 'q.. ar lst Bn, 7th Marines; convoy security from Chu Lai enclave,

N3

’b; ;H&rine Alr,

(1) MAG 16
VMO- 2
HMM - 361
HMM - 263
HMM - 161

(2) MAG 12
VMA - 22}
VMA - 223
V™A - 214
™A - 211

(3) MAG 36
VMO - 6
HMM = 362
HMM - 36‘0 .
HM - 363 b o

(4) MAG 11
VMFA - 323
VMFA - 115
VMCJ - 1

(5) HMM 261, Special Landing Force
VMGR 152

ce USAF
(1) Strategic Air Command (B-52 atrikoa)

(2) 4th Alyr Commando (Mare planes)

d. Amy Air Units :
lst Cav Div (Hels=lift of downed H-34)

s, Regional Forces

2d Recon Co, 529th, ARVN
RF Co, QUE SON
RF Go, THIEN PHYOC

8, INTELLIGENCE. See Enclosure (2). | MNQ&QSSH[F“E@ 1

9. MISSION, Commencing D-Day Task Force Delta in coordination with

particIpating ARVN forces fix and destroy organized VC elements in the QUE
SON = VIET AN = HIEP DUC Valley complex, The operation was essentially &
spoiling attack to prevent the Viet Cong fram their annommced objective of

3
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capturing QUE SON, Ths operation was also 10 have aliminated VC forces that have
isolated the ARVN:outpost at VIET AN, permitting ARVN to reestablish lines of
communications,

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS.

a, ‘General. Task Force Delta.consisting of thres Marine infantry .
Battalions, (including BLT 2/1, the infantry.element. of the Special Landing -
Force, 7th Fleet (SLF), and other supporting 34 Mar Div.elemeats, in coordi--
nation with an ARVN Regiment, condusted a three -stage search and destroy
operation in the QUE SON - VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex, Marine logis-

- tic support was staged from a combat. est.abliahod logistic aupport ares in the
vicinity of HUONG XUAN. ' ‘ ‘_

b. Definition of Stages. j

| (1) Stage I. Poriod D-l- and D-Da.y, D-l ARVN rorces eonductqd search
and clear mission the vicinity of THANG BINH, - -On D-Day ARVN forces.
crossed LD at 0500 ‘H and procesded generally southwsst along Route 35 to .
vineinity Phase Line A.  Btry M, 4th Bn, 11th Marines, with qne rifle platoon
- from 2/7, moved by motor march from CHU LAI enclave to vicinity of THANG
BINH to provide artillery fire support for ARVN forces in vicinity of Phase
Line B, 2d Bn, 7th Marines motor marched from CHU LAl to vieinity TAM XY,

(2) Stage I1. Period D+l to D410, ARVN forces were to establish and
maintain contact with enemy force. 24 Bn, 7th Marines was to be helo-lifted on - -
D+1 to vicinity Objective 1, seize objective and then be prepared to move out

- to seek and destroy the ensmy as ordered., On D+l all other elements of
task force except the SLF were to move from DA NANG enclave to either the -
THANG BINH or QUE SON complex. Btry M, 4th Bn, 1lth Marines was to continue
to support from position at THANG BINH, 3d Bn; 3d Marines and SLF were to
be prepared for imnmediate commitment to objective arsa on order. Logistic
Support Unit supported this force from D+l to D+#10 from LSA vicinity HUONG
XIAN, Force Command Group, Prov Arty Bn (=), Recon (¢ (=) bases at QUE SON
on D+l, No major displacement of this element, with the exception of the
Reconnaissance Co (=), was comtemplated prior to D+10,

(3) Stage III. D+11 to D+12, All elements of Task Force Delta
withdraw by helo/foot/motor march to their respective enclaves, LSA
transfers surplus supplies to FLSG control in enclave. Operation HARVEST
MOON was scheduled to terminate on D#l2,

11, EXECUTION. , | o

8, During the first few days of December the G-2 Section, 3d Marine )
Division developed information that indicated the presence of the lst Viet "
Gong Regiment in the QUE SON - VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex., On
4 December the Commanding General III MAF met with the Commanding General .
I Corps; both concurred in the intelligence indications and the necessity
to launch a sizeable attack in that area to destroy, disrupt, and impede
whatever progress had been made by the lst Viet Cong Regiment in establish-
ing an area of operations.

'b. The following day Task Force Delta_was formad., .. M}' elements

!m]wrb D“‘ “/iﬁﬂ “L, Ji i SRR
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~ consisted of the 2d Battalion, 7th minu, the 3«1 Batitalion, 3d Marines -
who had been alerted and predesignated for sugh opsrations by 3d Marine
Division centingency plans, A provisional artillery battalion was Tormed
from elements of the 1lth Marines and the 12th Marines, Additionally, plans
called for the employment of BLT 2/1, Special Landing Force, (SLF) to partiei-
pate as Task Force Delta's reserve, Loglstic support was to be provided by a -
Logistics Support Uni.t to be esbablishnd in ‘the objective area. ,

¢. The Task Force Delta staff was fo:uud on 5 December from porlonnol '
within the 3d Marine Division. Plamming commenced on 5 December in sonjunc-
tion with the 2d Division, I Corpp, ARVN, On 7 December plans and orders
were completed and issued, o ,

d, Operations D«Day, 8 December,

_ (1) Task Force Delta commenced gperatibn HARVEST MOON when 2d
Battalion, 7th Marines departed CHU LAI enclavs at OSQSO0H via motor march and.
closed assembly area vicinity TAM XY BT 7025 at 0815308, The battalion
established defensive positions and prepared for helicopter 1ift into
objective area on order, Btry M, 4th Battalion, 1lth Marines departed DA NANG
enclave as planned and was poaitlonod (BT 1841) for action by OSL4LL5H,
contact was established. The 5th ARVN Regiment: consisting of the 1st Bat-
talion 5th Regiment and the 11th Ranger Batialipn advanced southwest on an
axis parallel to and south of the SONG LY LY. At 021330 at vieinity (BT O934)
the 11th Rangers came under heavy fire from an estimabed V0 Battalion., The
Rangers withdrew to vicinity (BT 1235) and were reinforced in the late after-
noon by the lst Battalion, 6th Regiment, ARVN transported by Marine helicopters
from TAM KY. -At 1600H 11th Rangers had reorganized and were in positio with
1st Battalion, 6th Regiment, ARVN. o

e. Operations D¥l, 9 December.

(1) On D+l; 9 December, 2d Battalion, 7th Marines helolifted from
vicinity TAM KY to BT 016318 to threaten the flank and rear of units that
made contact with the 5th ARVN Regiment on D-Day, The 1lift was completed
at 1335H. By 1755H the Battalion C.P. Group, “Companies E and H had agvanced
through objective A, BT 030315, and had secured objective B, BT 050315.
Compandess G and F followed in trace from the landing zone, By darkness D+l
Companies G and F occupied and defended objective A while Companies E and
H held objective B,

(2) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines commenced their motor march from
the DA NANG enclave at 0500, Lead elements arrived in the LSA vicinity
HUONG XUAN at 1030H., At 14,00H the battalion helolifted to BT 144306 to
reinforce the lst Battalion, 5th Regiment, ARVN some 2,500 metera to the
northwest, At 1500H the battalion with Compaayy L and 2 platoons of E
advanced toward Hill 43 BT 122321, At 1530H Company L moving northwest
made contact, Movement continued. At 1645H the battalion turned o
move toward Hill 43. At 1700 the battalion came under heavy fire frem an
estimated 200 Viet Cong supported by mortars and machine guns. The firefight

E-‘Ww N EEKE ',"r‘..,-‘.'."""‘:.L-"t i
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Jasted unt:ll 18301-‘1. Periodic small arms fire ‘sontinued nntil 2030H, Night
defensive positions were established in the vieinity of BT 122316, Company.
G and one platoon of E eatablished night defensive poaitions on Eill 43 o
BT 1223210‘

(3) Initisl umits of the ISU a.rmod at HUONG XUAN and ccmeneed e
operations of logistic support of Task Forece Dalta. o Co

(4) Task Force Delte command group "B® helolifted from DA NANG to
HUOKG XUAN to QUE SON BT 042347, By midmortiing contact had been established
vith the principal elements of the Task Force, The Command Group "C"
proceeded to HUONG XUAN by motor march with the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines
and joined the command group et QUE SON in midaftermoon after being helolifted
from HUONG XUAN. BIT 2/1 (SLF) was alerted and permission received to commit
two companies and the command group of BIT 2/1 in support of Task Force Delta
operations agshore, The two remaining companies were not available but were to
be landed upon arrival in the Objective Area,

f. Operations Di2; 10 Decembor.

(1) At 09458 Company F (=), BLT 2/1 and elements of Command Group "4
were helolifted to BT 071293 end came under hsavy small arms and mortar fire,
The remaining elexents of Company F and Company G were lnndod via helicopter
from the USS Valley Forge at BT 067304, Company G, BIT 2/1, and Company E,
2d Battalion, 7th Marines coversd the vithdrawel of Company F (=) from the -
initial landing zone. By 1900H enemy contact was broken, Compsnies F and <.
G, BLT 2/1, and Company E, 2d Battelion, 7th Marines had consolidated into
e battalion perimeter defense from coordinates BT 076302 to BT 079302 by 110300H.

(2) The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines continued their advance from objec~
tives A and B to objective C BT 082325, During the advance the battalion met
light resistance. At approximately 1515H Co E junctured with Co F, BLT
2/1, and commenced a coordinated attack on Viet Cong elements in the vicinity
of BT 078292, At 1610H Company H had secured Objective C. At 1650RH the
battalion semmand group and Companies F and G were: 600 meters from Objective
C and closed ahorbly thereafter,

(3) At 0645H 3d Battalion, 3d Marinee crossed the 10D in their advance
 to Hill 43, BT 123321, At 1300 the battalion had secured Hill 43 and had
esteblished defensive positiona there, At 1400H the battalion was ordered
to Objective C to juncture with the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines., By 1535H the
. battalion was located at PY 095330 proceeding toward Objective C, By 1730H -
the battalion had closed Objective C and had established night dtfonaivc positions
in conjunction with elements of 2d Battalion, 7th Marines.

~ (4) Company C (.-), 3d Reconnaissance Battalion arrived in QUE SON L
the evening of the 9th, On 10 December the Company patrolled approximately
2,500 meters south of QUE SON and roooivod occasienal mll arus fire during
thﬁ pltTOIQ

(5) The ISU became fully operational and provided logistie support
via halicopter for the elements of the Task Force.

R e L M——
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(6) Companies E and H, BLT 2/1 conducted an at sea transfer from the USS
Montrose to the USS Valley I"orge in preparation for helolift into the objoctive
area on 11 December,

g Qm.u&ism.&l..ﬁ.&wm

(1) BLT 2/1 prepared to receive cma ‘® and H for a planned sdvance
south, Compamies E and H were 1ifted into vieinity BT 0930 from USS Vallyy
Forge. BLT 2/1, after arrival of Companies E and H, commenced their advarice
south by 1800H the units dispositions were; Companies E and & oonsolidated
from BT 085285, to BT 087285, Campany F BT 082287, Company H BT 075296, The
BLT had met light to moderate Viet Cong resistancy.

(2) At approximstely 063CH 24 Battalion;, 7th Marines advanced from
Objective C with Compenies E; G, and H to the south to link-up with
Compenies E and G of BLT 2/1, At approximately 1000H the over land juncture
vas accomplished in the vicinity BT 097301, Company P, and 8lmma morters and
106 recoiless rifles were helolifted from Objective B to Objective C, '
The Battalion then advanced Company H south in an assault of Hill 407, B‘.l'
072%by 111830H the leading elements were:at the ftop of Hill 407, ' The =
oompany olosed shortly thereifter aid eossclidnted for the night. conpanioa
E and G with the Battalion CP were disposed in a perimeter defense for
the night at BT 067302 to BT 068302 to BT 064299 to BT 064304. Company F
and 8lmm mortars and 106 recoillsss riflss remained on Objective C in coor-
dinated defense with 3d Battalion, 3d Marines.

(3) The 34 Battalion, 3d Marines occupiod Objootivo C and patrplled
1800 2000 meters to the west and 1,000 meters to the east. An extensive
tunnel end cave system was found in vicinity Objective C, BT 076323 and BT
083325, The system included areas large areas hrgg enough to house 75
ople and included cooking and ventilation venks, [These caves were searched
g:l detail and destroyed.

(4) The Task Force CP continued to oparato from QUE SON, TPQ air
strikoa by Marine aircraft were planned and conducted during tbp night on
targets; BT 098275, BT 106275, BT 104270, BT 1252805 BT 135280, ‘BT 082227.
Targets were suspected aspembly and storage areas, and unit locations, '

h. Operstions D+4, 12 Degepber,

(1) At 1900H BLT 2/1 commenced advance southweat through grid
squares BT 0828 and 0927. A defensive position vicinity BT 113277 to
BT 106272 vas established that evening, ‘

(2) Previous plans to hololirt the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines
wers cancelled due to bad weather in the battalions location. At 1335H the
mission was modified and the battalion directed to .gcoupy an area vieinity
of BT 045292, Hill 106. Company F moved from Objective C and joined the Bat-
telion at 1550H. The battalion sdvanced overland in tactical column to Hill'61086;
the leading elements arriving et 1735H, The remaining elcments closing at 1330H,
Night defensive positions wers established for Companies E, F; and G in the

e e e e
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“#olilty BT 045291, The battalion CP was located at BY 047294. OCompany H ‘re-
ained st Hil1 407, BT O77276.

(3) At 120730H the first of an eventual series of four B-52 strikes
occurred, This strike hit & reported VC base area in the valley SE ef Hill 330
(BT 0925-1227-1326-1124) Considered noteworthy in this strike was the timing
and coverage. Immedistely after the first strike, three additional strikes wers
planned by G=3 USMACV and CG Task Force Delta based on current intelligence.
During this planning, CG TFD was informed that 1000 mtorl was the deflection
safety distance for friendly troops.

(4) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines wers helolifted from vicinity Objective
G commencing epproximately 0900H to landing sone BT 145285 with the assigned mis=
pilon of searching and destroying to the sputl in the valley BT 1328 and BT 1125
and to provide damage surveillance of the B=52 SAC strike conduoted betwsen 0705H
~and 0730H 12December. At 1005H the leading elements had arrived and secured the
landing sone vicinity BT 145285. The remaining elements were all landed by 1015H,
At approximately 1115H Companies L and G advanced on either side of the valley. At
1,00H Company L had secured Hill 100 BT 1228, Company G came under heavy small
arms and mortar fire at the base of Hill 180 BT 1327, Air and artillery strikes
were called in support but Company G could not advance due to arf unfordabls river.
The Company retracted and helolifted to Hill 180 commencing 1650H., The 1lift was
supported by air preparation of the hill and completed at 1725H. During the after-
noon the 2d Reconnaissance Company, 529th ARVN, junctured with the Battalion and
conducted patrols and established outposts to the south and east. By darkness
Companies L and G established defensive positions on Hills 100 and 180 respectiv-
ely, the remaining units established defensive positions in conjunction with the
Battalion CP,

(1) At approximately 130400H a message was received from BdHarD:lv vith.
information that the B-52 strike requested for that day would ocour at BT 0623-
0625209250923, The message also directed that no friendly troops be within
3000 meters of the strike zone., This necessitated the withdrawale? all friend-
-1y troops to the north of grid line 28 and postponement of a planned helicopter

111t of a mortar platoon and troops to the top of hill 407, The withdrawdl-ef
troops was completed by approximately 0815H, - - .

(2) At 130440H, 2/1 was ordered to withdraw to north of grid line 28
because of the scheduled B=52 strike, At 1015H the BIT was ordered to continue
their search and destroy mission to the south and to advance commencing 1300H.
By 1800H the BLT was disposed from BT 100267 te BT 109273. There had been no
enemy contact except that Company H had apprehended eight (8) Viet Cong dres-
sed as women on Hill 330 BT 1127, The BLT had advanced slowly over rough
terrain across a 2,000 meter fronmt,

(3) At 1130H 2d Battalion, 7th Marines conducted a heliborne asssult
from BT 043291 tc secure Hill 185 BT 0228, Company H, early D+5 was moved
north of east-west grid line 28 in preparation for B-52 strike, At 1015H
Company B commenced movement to Hill 407 Bt 0727 to secure position for one
platoon of 4,2 mortars sited for fire support of operations further to south

8 MMMMM i H
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in the hill mess, A4t approximately 1420H the battalion was disposed from BT
029288 to BT 031283 with Company F at BT 029288 preparsd to advance to Hill 185,
Company H, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines now attached to the battalion remained at
previous nightis battalion CP location;prepared to reinforce. At 1610H the bat-
talion was ordered to advance wouth to VIET AN BT U226, At 1940H the lead ele~
ments reached VIET AN, the remaining elements closed shortly thereafter and
established defensive positions., The Battalion met light resistance during the

w.

! (4) The 3d Battalion, 34 Marines continued the search of the valley and
the entrance to the valley, Many caves were found throughout the valley area,
At BT 127277 caves were found containing sots, bLiankets, end medical supplies,
At 1700H the battalion located caves sontaining sewing machines, large quantities
of medical supplies, large quantities of uniform material, flash light batteries,
ball point pens, and documents. At darkness the search ended, units established
positions for the night. The battalion CP was located at Hill 100 BT 129286,

Jo Opergtions D46, 14 December,

(1) BLT 2/1 continued their advance south over Hill 370 BT 0926 toward
TRUNG LAM (3) in vieinity BT 0925. The battalion received occasional small arms
fire, Extremely rough terrain necessitated cutting through dense jungle growth.
&t 1830H the BLT esteblished a perimeter defense in vicinity BT 07/2{0, The bate
talion was directed to provide damage surveillance of the B~52 strike zone in its
ares of operations, but because of rough terrain, bad westher; and time limitations
wvas able to search only the east quarter of the strike zone during this and the
next day, ‘

(2) The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines executed a heliborns asssult to the
high ground vicinity BT 0023 in an effort {o block along a reported Viet Cong
ferry site on the SONG CHANG. At 1125H the battalion reported no fire from the
landing zone, hovever, helicopters were receiving 50 Cal MG fire from vicinity
+ of AT 994222, Alr and 8lum mortars were directed at the MG location with excellent
results, At 1430H the front line positions were reported from AT 999233 to BT
002223, At 1440H a mortar platoon of 1/12 vas laid and ready to fire at BT 999232,
The battalion dispatched one unit to secure the ferty crossing at the suspected -
location AT 993221, The battalion CP with Company F' and Compeany H, 2d Battalion
9th Marines consolidated and defended for the night at BT 000232, Company G
established defensive positions at BT 002232,

(3) The 34 Battalion, 3d Marines continued the ad¥ance through the valley
to the southwest. Again found many caves, and located an abandoned guerrilla
base cump at BT 133274. From BT 13127, to BT 131265 the battalion found surgical
uniforms, ID cards and bandages. At BT 129270 found 1300 1bs of rice. Additionally
large quantities of salt, gesoline and 3 sewing machines were found, A% BT 119265
in the ares hit by B-52°'s, the battalion found 12 bodies with cartridge belts, gren-
ades and a Russlan carbine., At 1554 the battalion had searched to BT 115253,

k. Operations D7, 15 December.

(1) BIT 2/1 continued search and destroy operations. Platoon patrols
searched in the following areas: Company E; BT 0624; Company G, BT 0623; Company B,

9
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B‘.U 0723, Tho panroln encountered many tunnels and occasional Viet Cong suspeots in
oaves. By evening the BLT had consolidated for the night in the following positions;
Company E, from BT 066242 to BT 0692435 Company F, from BT 060243 to BT 069238; Com-
pany G, from BT 069238 to BT 066237; Company H, from BT 006237 to BT 066242,

(2) The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines remained in the ferry site area and con-
ducted patrols in and aroumd that erea, Company F patrolled in an ares AT 985227 -
to AT 986230 southwest to grid line 23 and south to the river, Company H, 2d
Battalion, 9th Marines patrolled from the river BT 000218 to BT 000227 to B‘I‘ 024220
and south to the northern edge of the SONG CHANG and northwest along the river,
Company H rejoined the battalion at 1330H and remained with the battalion and
Company G at BT 024220, At 1630H the ferry site was located at AT 993221 by Company
F who disposed to occupy and control the site, By darkness Companies F and H, 24
Battalion, 9th Marines had established defensive positions in sonjunction with
their CPs located at AT 996219 and BT 003218 respestively, The remaining Companies.
u\;.;b]ishcd night dofenaiw positions in eonj\m«etiqn vlth the bntto,].ion CP at BT

- 001232,

- (3) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines continued their aoarch of PHUOC HA ‘
- Valley area finding several weapons including three TSMG's and one BAR and four
dead at BT 143280, At 11OOH shortly after finding the above weapons and bodjes -
~ the battalion made contact at BT 144283 with the enemy who employed 60mm and 8lmm
" mortars, Shortly thereafter, 1ll4H, Company G received small arms fire in the '
~ vieinity BT 145279, Artillsry fire was directed againat the area and a platoon -
dispatched to search the aree, The fire was believed to be diversionary to
detract from the search area where weapons were found, At 1330H BT 142289 Company -
G found one cloth pullover gas mask, At 1500H Company G, 2d Battalion, 4th Marines
arrived at the battalion CP and came under OPCON of the 3d Battalien, 3d Marines,
Additionally the battalion found large quantities of rice, fish oil, and 5,000
meters of communications wire, By darkness the battalion esteblished defensive

positions,

1, D18, 16 Decamber.

(1) At 0850H as BIT 2/1 continued their seaych ,
34 Marines, they received sporadic small amms fire from soordim
At 1130H the battalion made and mainteined contact at BT 110240 with an estimated
40 to 50 Viet Cong, By midafternoon the Viet Cong Company broke sontact and withe
drew, By evening the battalion established defensive poaitions as follows: Com-
pany E, BT 105239 to BT 1082395 Company G, BT 105239 to BT 104236; Company H, BT
107326 to BT 100239; the battalion CP wae located &t BT 107230,

(2) At O730H the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines dsparted the ferry site to
conduct search and clear operations to the east, Swollen stresms caused by the
continuous heavy rains slowed the tactisal ¢olumn throughout the day, At BT .
039210 the battalion found what appeared to be a Viet Cong staging aresa, One of -
the bulldings at the site contained many blood stains and used bandages, Severs]
caves were found in the area, The battalion oatablished defensive pexfimeter
poditions in the vicinity BT 068211,

(3) 3d Battalion, 3d Marines continu.d their search of the PHUOC HA
Valley area, During the morning Company G, 2d Battaliom, 4th Marines locgted ten
tons of rice at BT 128294, At 1015H Company E at BT 12’727‘7 and Company G, 2d Bat-
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talion, 4th Marines at BI' 117257 were alerted and prepared to move south to blook
or attack those Viet Cong units in contact with BLT 2/1, The battalion was not em-
ployed in a blocking role snd continued their search, Additiomal caves were dis-
covered at BT 13329, which contained small quantities of medical supplies, At
1540H the ARVN reconnaisgance Company under OPCON of the battalion discovered a
cave at BT 119258 contmiming 25 Viet Cong bodies wearing dark grey uniforms, At
172011 the gattalion established night defensive positions in conjunction with the
battalion CP.

(1) On theeyening of 16 December Task Porce Delta issued orders to the
three participating battalions to commence seaxsh and clear operations to the
east and northeast toward Highway 1 for eventusl retraction afrom the area of

operations,

' (2) BLT 2/1 commenced their advance at 170930H. At 171230H the lead
elements were located at BT 113252, At 171334H BLT 2/1 reported their front
lines at BT 126269 with no significant occurrences, 4t ‘;Lg;OSOH the BLT repbrted
that they were closing on Hill 180 BT 1327 and had received occasional small
armg fire during the move from BT 125269, At 172000H the BIT defended from the
following positions: Company E, BT 133275 to BT 135276; Company G, BT 131276/t0
BT 134278; Company Hy BT 134278 to BT 135279, At 180945H the BIT advanced from
their night positions, At 181320H the forward elemenis of the BLT had reached the
river at BT 183304, The river was swollen and impassable requiring a helolift, At
181800 the helo=ferry-1lift was completed and unit dispositions for the night were:
Company E, BT 187305 to BT 187302; Company G, BT 190304 to BT 1873055 Oompeny ¥, BT
187303 to BT 190304, The BLT CP was located at BT 189308, On the 19th the BIT ‘con-
tinued their movement and closed at L and M Battery positions BT 2331 duriag the
sfternoon; by dark all BLT units were helolifted to the SIF for deployment and
future relief of units at the PHU BAI emclave,

' (3) At 170855H the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines wentinued to search and
clear to the east, At 170959H the battalion reported their leading elements at
BT 096213, By 171114H the battalion reported their lead element at BT 110218,
The battalion continued their movement east reporting their lead element at BT
130218 at 171217H, At 171250H the battalion received ‘long range small arms fire
in the vicinity of BT 133219 to BT 129219, At 171430H the battalion reported its
lead elemente at BT 144219, At 171810H the battelion lead elements halted for the
day and established night positions of Company F and Company H, 2d Battalion, 9th
Marines at BT 164222, Company G, upon closing established their defemsive posi-
tions to the east and in conjunction with Company G and H defensive positions. A%
180800H the battalien continued its movement tc the east, At 18)005H the lead
elenents were reported at BT 220227, At 181009H the battalion halted their advance
to. helo-evas medical cesuslties and equipement from BT 177219, The advance con-
tipued after the 1lift and at 181303H the lead elements of the tactical column were
logated at BT 225228, At 181330H the battalion reported lead elements im sontact
with an estimated Viet Cong platoon at BT 225223; the platoon was taken under fire,
broke contact and withdrew, At 181350H the Viet Cong attacked the center of the
battalion at two locations BT 21222, and at BT 219225 in an attempt to cut the
tactical column, In addition to small amms fire the Viet Cong employed
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at more than a reinforced company. The battalion consolidated their positions
in KY PHU BT 2122 while Company F flanked the attacking Viet Cong. Company H,
24 Battalion, 9th Marines, supported by artillery, made their way from the
reer to reinforce and rejoin the center of the columm. The attack lasted
approxinately three hours after which the remaining Viet Cong elements withdrew.
The battalion suffered light casualties while the Viet Cong, after final count
the following morning, suffered over 100 KIA, By evening the battalion
established defensive positions from BT 215226 to BT 218227 to BT 215224 to
BT 218225, On the 19th the battalion conducted & search of thse Viet Cong positions
finding & trench line and bunker system, Weapons and many bloody bandages
found in the bunker system indicated numerous wounded, but not counted,

during the previous days battle., After destroying the enemy positions

the battalion continued their advance east, At 191445H the battalion reported
its location at THON HAI BT 2425 and headed for BT 280225 where they were

to entruck to stage at TAM KY for the motor march back to the CHU LAI enclave,
Howevey, the highway bridge at BT 2912/0 was rendered impassable due to

demage by the enemy action and the sonvoy could mot make the assigned
entrusking srea, In order to juncture with the convoy a foot bridge was
installed at BT 263253. At 191750H the last element of the batialion

crosged the foot bridge on their way to entruck north of the damaged bridge

BT 291240, Upon reaching the road Compeny H, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines
entrucked and departed for the ISA where they joined a convoy for the DA NANG
enclave closing DA NANG late that evening, The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines
entrucked and after receiving and returning small arms fire from the village
of PHOUNG HOA (2) BT 2923 departed for the CHU IAI enclave.

(4) At 170805H the 34 Battalion, 3d Marines commenced their advance
northeast., Movement was difficult due to heavy rains and near impassable
streams, At 171400H Company E received amall amms fire at BT 155293, the
battalion returned fire and ealled armed helicopters killing two (2) Viet
Cong, The battalion procesded to wvieinity BT 179313 where the stream was
impassable. Hellcopters commenced lifting Company G, 24 Battalion, 4th
Marines and the 24 ARVN Reconnaissance Company, 529th, from BT 175314 to
L Battery positions BT 235316, The lift began at approximately 171700H
and halted at 171750H due to bad weather. During the night Compenies E
and G remained with the battalion CP at.BT 175313 while the two lifted
companies remained at Battery L's positions. The next morning Companies
E and & were hslolifted to BT 235316 vhere they joined Company G, 2d
Battalion, 4th Marines entrucked and proceeded to the ISA BT 1544. The
battalion was then 1ifted at approximately 181500H, via helicopter to
DA NANG. The 1ift was completed at 181900H,

(5) At 191350H the Task Force CP began displacing to the ISA ,
BT 1544 to bottor control the retraction of all units from tho objoetin ares,

(6) Arbillery and othar conbat support and logistic unitc commenced
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mortars, machine guns, and 57mm recoilless rifles; their atrength was estimated
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phase-out, in conjunction with the ret.raotion of ilfn.ntry units, Suff:l.cint
infantry security was provided all supportiag units during the retraction,
On the 20th the last remaining sesurity and logistic support elements depart-
ed the ISA at 1815H via motor march closing the DA NANG enclave at 2030H,

At approximately the same time Task Force Delta CP closed the DA NANG enclave,

n, PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE. See emclosure (5).

12, RESULTS.

a, Gepersl. Most significant results of Operation HARVEST MOON are the
severe losses inflicted on a major Viet Cong Command, destructiom of a large
eneny supply imstallation, and the psychologicel impact on both the Viet Cong

forces and the local populace of friendly offensive operatioms, conducted almoat
at will, in an area which had been strongly controlled by the Viet Comg.

b. Friendly Equipment and Msterial losses.
(1) One H=3, helicopter dus to mechanical failure.
(2) Ome UH-1E helicopter due to ground fire,

(3) One AN/PRC 10 radio with MIA forward observer accompanying ARVN
Forces, :

¢, Eusuy Equipment and Material lossea.

(1) Supplies: 45 tons of rice, 1l toms of tea, 1,200 gallons of fish
oil, 3 tons of salt; large store of peanuts, 500 1lbs of sugar, 300 lbs of
soup mix, 125 gallons of fuel, 500 flashlight batteries, medical suppliee,
3,800 meters plus 40 bolts uniform sloth, 600 complete uniforms, 15,000 bwitens,
large quantities of papsr and rolls of brown plastic material,

(2) Equipment: 9 bicyeles, 31 pick/mattock, 15 entrenching tools, 200
‘bmboo signal drums, 3 sewing machines, 1 16 inch loud spsaker, 1 cloth
* pullover gas mask, 4 AN/PRC-10 radics, 1 AN/PRC-9 redio, 1 AN/PRC=6 redio ud
2,000 moters of eomunications wire,

(3) Veapons: 107 totals

| (a) Crew served: 2 57ma recoilless rifles; 1 Slmm mortar, 1 60mm
mortar, 1 ,50 Cal MG, 2 M1919A% MG, 1 DPM MG, 1 French MG, 2 C2BCH BRNO M
(1 1s CHICOM copy), and 2 B=40 mckot launchers. _ o :

(b) Individusl: 12 US BAR, 6 TSMG, 14 M—l rifles, l. M1 carbinol,
1K-50, 5 MATK-49, 1 AK, 38 K-44, 8 MAJ-36, 3 MAUSERS, 1 ENFIELD, 1 UNK SMg,
and 1 UNK rifle.

13
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(o) Miscellaneous: 2 grenade launchers, 1 12,7 mm AA MG tripod
and 1 8lmm wortar base plate,

(d) Ammunition: 10,000 small arms rds, 24 57 recoilless rifle rde,
13 8lmm mortar rds, 73 60mm mortar rds, 14 cases 50 Cal,

do m.nd LOIIO!S KIA - MD UIA = 265*9 DOV L 6’ Mn - 15 NBD o lo
* Ag of 23 December 112 WIA had been returmed to duty.

. Enegy losses.
(1) KIa CONFIRMED EOSSIBIE
Ground Forces: 314 327
Marins Airs L) 284
SAC: 24 UNK

(2) WIA: estimated 100

(3) vcCs 33 (including 4 PAVN)

(4) vecss 231

(5) Ralliers: 3 (ineluding 2 PAVN)

13, ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS. See enclosure (6).
1. COMMANDERS ANALYSIS.

&. Bpemy.

(1) Notsworthy in this operation was the very apparent lack of response/-
reaction by VC units against potentially lucrative targets in the objective area,
some static for relatively long periods of time, In certain of these cases, such
as the Task Force Command Post and the logistic Support Area, the risk was recog-
nized but accepted on a carefully considered basis, with dus precaution exercised.
In other ceses the presentation of targets to VC activity was involuntary, often
dictated by conditions beyond the control of the Task Force, Notable amomg these
wvas bad weather which at times prevented movement of certein heavy support weapons.
Although active operations detrimental to the VC effort comtinued to be imitiated
from these positions; there were no significent enemy efforts directed against
such targets,

(2) Similarly, the VC failed to respond to the large-scale use of Route
1 by troop, artillery, and supply convoys proceeding south from DaNeng and north
from Chu Lai to the objective area, a distance of 22 and 41 miles respectively.
Fifty-four convoys were conducted over Route 1 during the period 9-20Dec¢ with - ..
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oaly occasional small armg fire and occasionalmortar rounds directed at wehicles,
One vehicle was damaged by & mine, slightly wounding the driver and assistant
driver, and sevsral troop within trucks were hit, none seriously, by small amms
fire., There was no serious opposition by the VietCong.

(3) Although ARVN officers familiar with the objective area cautioned
about extensive minefields and defensive positions in certain areas deep within
the VC homeland which we planned to penetrate, subsequent movement of units
through these areas revealed an almost total lack of such defenses.

b. Weather and Terrain.

(1) Of the eleven days that Task Force Delts was actively engaged in
operations sgainst VC forces and installations, good weather (clear and sunny)
was experienced on only two days; marginal weather was encountered on three
days (cellings 500 = 1200 feet; visibility 1 - 3 miles; light, imtermittent
rain}; and bad weather was the ordor of the doy during the othor six days

o (2) The terrain was either high and rugged or lov, flat, wot ground

with very little sverage between the two, The few existing roads and trails -
had been systematically destroyed by the VC during a period of better than a °
year. An engineer estimate indicated a major engineer effort of approximately
a month's duration was necessary to place one road, which -could have. been ubed
as an MSR, into use. Accordingly, trafficability in the area was poor; mobility
vas vested in two meanss foot or hplionptor.

(3) These adverse conditions of weather and terrain dictated a positive
requirement for detailed alternate plans, particularly in view of the heavy
relignce on helicopters dictated by poor ground trafficability. When helicop-
ters were unable to fly, primary plans had to be cancelled and alternate
plans immediately substituted for troop comitmonts and troop and supporting
weapon movement,

c. Geperal. Most lessons learnsd im this operation are merely reaffimme-
tion of existing doctrine, Certain recommendations contained in annexes to this
report as sulmitted by various participating units and staff sections; are being
evaluated within the 3d Marine Division, Additional items considered significant
follow:

(1) Artillery was used extensively in the operation. Two towed bat-
teries of 155mm Howitzers were convoyed to firing positlons along Route 1
and covered a large portion of the TAOR, Two batteries of 105mm Howitsers
were lifted by helo into position gemerally in the center of the objective
area providing additionsl coverage, Remaining areas that could not be covered
by artillery were covered by 4,2" mortar and howtar platoons helolifted into
suitable positions with plans to leap ftog them alomg in trace of the wide-
ranging battalion, :

(2) The UH-1E helicopter was used extensively &8 a reconnaissance
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and command vehicle, end when gunfigured, for close support of infantry and
troop convoys, particularly when weather prevented the use of fixed wing alr.
In the widely extended and rapidly moving situation experienced in HARVEST MOON,
the UH-1E was essentisl for the overall commander and highly desirable for use
by the battalion commanders, to whom it was made available on many occasions,

(3) Where possible, landing zones for 1ifts of assaulting units and
landing sites for resupply of units moving overland, were selected on high )
ground, It was found that little, if any, opposition was experienced in the use .
of such LZ's, The VC seemed to have prepared his defenses solely on the lower .
slopes of those hill masses he defended,

(4) Accurate, systemstic end timely reporting is mandatory, Reports
must have sufficient detsil to answer at least who, what, when, where, and when
possible, how and why. The reporting requirement domands the meticulous atten-
tion of commanders at all echelons,

(5) The requirement for positive and easy indentification of widely
separated friendly unit locations on the ground to aviators and observers
airborne was re-emphasized during this operation. The identificatiom problems
stemmed primerily from difficult terrain, adverse weather, and unfamiliarity
of some pilots with the apes, Better solutions to existing air-ground identi-
fication procedures are beimg sought within the 3d Marine Divisien,

(6) Several B-52 strikes were employed im support of the groumd eperation
during HARVEST MOON. The bombs: were dropped where they were supposed to be dropped, -
when they were supposed to be dropped and with excellent area coverage. A need
exists to promulgate troop safety limits to field comnanders and to develop & means
of immediately and directly informing the field commander when the last bomb is

di‘ﬁppodo

(7) During most of the operation, troops of the infantry battalions im
particular, were exposed to heavy, frequent rainfall and almost continual
wading through flooded paddies, streams, and rivers, .Serveral problems werse
developed becsuse of this comstant exposure which kept the individual Marime
andall of his weapons and equipment thoroughly soaked.

(a) Immersion foot became a real problem, Certain antidotes in
addition to medical treatment, were used during the operation such as the
automatic issue of thousands of pairs of new, dry socks durimg resupply of the
battalions; fires were built where possible tc dry feet; socks and boots;
and units of company size were rotated out of the operation with fresh companies
sssigned as reliefs,

(b) Field boots rotted very rapidly and a high replacempnt rate
was experienced. Issue of needed boots was also effected, on request by bat-
talions, during the daily helo resupply.

(e) The jumgle boot inmner sole chafed feet badly after conxinuod
innornion in water, An unsatisfactory equipment report is beimg prepared on
this item, ‘ ‘ o

| (@) 4 detintte need exists for vespoms elesning gesr vhich 1s an
3 | UNGLASSIFIED | o
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individuasl, waterproofed item of issue. Cloth swabs for bore cleaning, for
example, are currently packaeged im large, um~waterproofed bumdles, usually
wrapped in only reguler department store-type wrapping paper. These large
bundles containing thousands of patches arrived at battaliens im resupply
rng, already vater-secaked even before distributiom to companies., 4 retura
to the W II small waterproof packet containing about ten cloth swabs is '
needed, ILubricating oil is received most often in large, several gallon
contaipers, or larger, which complicates distribution to the individusl and
often results in much waste through spillage. Smaller comtainers are essent-
lal, & water-proof, spray type lubricant of the WD=4{0 type appears to be
highly desirable for operations in extremely wet climates.

(8) The sttitude of the villagers in the QUE SON District Headquarters
is worthy of note. The village had been surrounded by VC for more than a year,
The only road into the village from the coast and Route 1, was impassable be-
cause of extensive demolition by the VC during that year. Buses and other
vehicles were parked within the villege, stranded, unable to proceed more than
500 meters along the road in any direectiom, The village was slowly beinmg
constricted and strangled., An air ¢f hopelessness and apathy pervaded the
entire area, This changed to cheer, hopefulness and optimism; almost overmight,
when sizeable mumbers of friendly forces began to arrive im the vicimity, It
was obvious that the villagers wers under the impression that these forces
were going to stay, They welcomed the Americans whole-heartedly and; on
departure of the troops ten days later, sincere regret was evinced not only
by the village officials, but alse by & large part of the population,
(Enclosure (8)).

(9) Insofar as civisc action is concermed, hundreds ef villagers
were treated in the villsge dispensary by the small medicel staff attached to
the Task Force Headquarters, Medical supplies and blankets were made avail-
able to the village dispensary through the District Chief, obtained from
Civie Aotion Medical Assistance Program sources, Certain obvious damage
to private property, primarily that csused by &ir resupply drops, was settled
on the spot through the District Chief er other local officials, using small
amounts of captured funds made available by 3d Marine Division G=2 for this
purpose. Otherwise time and geographical remoteness of the village pre-

cluded major civic action endoavorao
:}/n///\
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PROVISIONAL ARTILLLRY BATTALION

Vi Chronolosy

& December 1965

The wirning order for Operation Harvest Moon was received, Organiza-
tion of the trovisional Artillery Battalion ocoumenced, with the farmese
tion of a reduced strength Headquarters Battery of five officers
and fifty enlisted, 4 task organization was developed, consisting of
two 105mm howitzer batteries and, initially, one 155mm howitzer battery.

1. .December 1965

411 battery co:.manders, including €0, Battery I, 4th Battalion,
1l1th Marines, fron CHU Lil, were briefedy as were forward observer
teams for employment with ARVN forces, the liaison officer for 4RWN
artillery, and the NGF spot team. Asgsembly and euipping of personnel
of the Headquarters Battery was coupleted, includitig the formation of
a 24-man coutmunication platoon. Flans were made for staging all units
to assembly areas and thence to the LSA or fighting positions, as
appropriate,

8 Qeocember 1965

Battery M, 4/11, departed CHU LAI at O80CH for THANH BINH, Occupy=-
ing a position initially at BT158444, this battery was subsequently
displaced to BT165413 to support the attack of the lst Battalion, 5th
4RVN Regts gnd the 11th ARVN Ranger Battalion., FO teams had joined ARVN
wiitsy and had a liaison team with the ARVN artillery and a NGF spot
team, One larine FO teamwith an aVN unit which was overrun was res~
cued by helicopter, €0, Battery ki, formed a replacement FO team. Twe
(2) additional aKVN 105mm howitzers were heliolifted to ' UE SON at 1830H,
At the Battalion C¥ in DA N:NG, Operation Order 1-65 and Admin Order
1-65 were received and distributed to all units of the Provistional
artillery Battalion. By 2400 of this date, Battery M had fired 52 rounds
on one observed fire mission at BT105330 and 9 unobserved missionss

9 Decernben 1965

At 0600, Battery M, 4/11, fired at a reinforced VC_Battalion at
BT103337, Your observed missions were fired, expending 202 rounds. :
Initial surveillance indicated over 100 VC casuslties. During the period

all radio contact waes lost with Marine FUs with JRVN wnitse The
wtillery battalion recun party departed DA NANG by helicopter at 0830H
for the LSA; arriving at 0900H, The recon party <eparted the LSA for

UL BON ab O92CH, and arrived at that location at 0930H, A liaison officex

ENCLOSURE (1)
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was immediately sent to the ARVN battewy located in the tewn. By

1010H, wire coummnications had been ¢ stablished with the ARVN battery

and it was prepared to support the attuck by 2/7 on Objeative 1, it
1000H, an 40 reported that FO lMike 1l's position had been overrun; at
1345, the team was located on Hill 43 ?ng}}zO). Food and a radio

were supplied to the team by helicopter. 4t 1430H, contaot was regained
with this team. Battery M, 4/11, fired a total of 280 rounds in 3. -
missions for FO Mike 1, Surveillance indicated over 200 VC bodies, The
first clenents of Battery "F" 2/12, arrived at FT045343 at 1212H, Proe
paration fires sup.orting the 2/7 attack on Objective 1 were begun by

the .RW battery at 1240H and were completed at 1312H, 3By 1700H, the
artillery Battalion command post has completed displacement from ¢U¥ SON
to BTO45343. Battery F co.pleted its helo lift and was lald and ready

to fire at 1630H, Batteriese F and M had completed a registration by
nighifall, Battery M fired, in additon, 12 observed missions during

the period, for a total of 545 rounds in 52 migsions. The battalion FIQ
had been pavtially dug in by sundown, and fighting and foxholes for troops
had 2lso been prepesreds Digging in of amo pits had comi.enceds Radio
cols wnlcations at the close of the dny consited of trunk lines to the
ARVN battery, the Task Force FSCC, and Battery F. Radio circuits included
the bettalion connand/fire direction net, air spot net, and a helicopter
landing zone control net, as well as Battery M conduct of fire net,
Additional wire lines were a trunk tc the Task Force admin board gnd

to Co:iany "D", 1/3, which had moved in to protect the artillery position,

10 December 1965

The ..tVN battery at (Us SON fired in support of a Recon Company
patrol at BI027339, Battery F fired in support of 2/7 on automatic
weaepons at BT0B0248, BTOT9286 and BTOB3285. The autonatic weapons fire
ceaseds Directed by an A0, Battery F fired on four .50 caliber LkGs and
troops at BT019275. The 1Gs were silenced, 4lso controlled by an A0,
the LiVI battery fired on sutomatic weavons at BT035275. The weapons
were gilenced, Battery F fired on a suspected VC position at BT002290,
coordinntes supylied by the Task Force F3CC. During the period, rese
trictive fire areas for both. “RW and USLC artillery were delineated.
,Work continucd on improvement of position, with the Battalion FDC being
colr.letely dug in. With the protective rifle company in position; the
Perimeter dofenses were improved., JAmmunition supply was built up
slowly, With the srrival of 2/1 in the objective area, cormmnications
were established with the art-llery liaison officer. A4Also, an additional
artillery battalion command/fire directiom net was activated, with 2/7
liaison officer on this net, ' - -

11 December 1965 -

The first elements of Battexy ".i", 1/11 arrived at BT046344 at 0950H,
Only a portion of the battery had arrived, however, when, dzue to weather,
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further 1ifts were suspended at 1025H, Later in the day, 1lifts were
rvosuaed, and by.1550H, the entire battery was in position, laid, and ready
to fire,  In the morning, Battery F fired preparation fires for the
landing of*2/1, and the .RW battery fired on an estimated 100 ¥C at
Br955265. Battery F fired missions ot coordinates BT087284, BT0&8267
for 2/1, and at VC bunkers at BTO17351, The .RVEF battery fired at 2

VC 2t BT268358, directed by an .40, With Batteries F and .. reinforcing,
Batteryl fired on an estimated 400 VC at BTOS0345, Battery F fired on

a VO asscubly point at BT095285., Battery L, 4th Battalion, 12th Marines
arrived in the objective nrea, takiug position. at BT230315, being laid
and reqdy to fire at 1910H, Baitery 4 fired on a suspected VO CP o
BT061285, By the end of the Lcoriod commmmications had been expanded %o
include Battery L operafing on the Battery li conduct of fire net, Contact
haé. been established with Liaison officers with 3/3, 2/7, and 2/1, Wire
co iwnicrtions hnd been laid from the battalion FDC to Ba . tery ..
Timgsrovenent of position centinued with the arrival of esandbags snd conger~
tinc.  wrmnition supply wes being buvilt up toward the goal of a mininum
of three days of mmuunition on position,

12 Decenber 1965

During the period, Battery .4 fired preparation fires for 2/1,- and at
VC at coordinstes BT094271 and BT064272. Battery F fired in support of
3/3 on o bunker at BT995352 and in support of o rccon patrol at a VO
co.prny at BT064272, Battury F wes registered, and Battery 4 fired in
o barrage for 2/1, Battery L fired at a suspectcd wortar position at
BT132278, on automatic wcapons at BT144276, on 20 VC in to open (in
suy,.ort of 5/3) at Bt160274, end, under the control of an .0, at VC
in tht open ~t BI132277, Battery F fired illumination in support of
2/1 et BT099275, During the period a restriction was placed on the
firing of unobsecrved missions by 155miu howitzers beeause of the necessity
of conscrving s munition., This restriction continued throught the
reucinder of the acction., . resupply of batteries was obteained on this
dote and improvement of positions continued with revetment of the
hoviitzers and elio pits using dirt~filled arw.o boxes ond sondbags,
Battery PDCe were dug in.

13. Decenber 1965

One platoon (two wea.pons) frow lortaer Battory, 1/11, arrived in the
obj.ctive arca and were laid ~nd rcady to fire at Bt077276 by 1430,
Registrrtion of Batteries iy ¥ and L was accorrlished during the period,
Betiiry L fired at VC ot BI08022754, BT122260 and BT146275, Battery
a fired at targets at BT117267 and BT127270. Battery F fired at 10 to
“5 VO at BT134281, and at 7 VC in a village at BT025267, Plans were
nGe to displace two 105um howitzors of Battcry . to a position at
BIO16270 where fires could be deliverod im support of 2/7. vork on
improvenent of ell positions eontinucd,  The battalion courunieations
systems was oxpended to include a mortar Ya.tery conduct of fire net,
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14 Deceonber 1965

One platoon (threc weapons) frou lhortar Battery, 1/12 arrived in
objective arca and took position at BT999232, being 1laid and ready
to iire by 1440H. .t 1030H, displaceiknt of two 105ma Lowitzers from
Bottery . coumcnceds This novewent was never comploted, inasmuch as only
one H-37 helicopter was available, and that for only a short tiue.
alsc, one 105mm howitzer carriage was set down 300 meters from the desired
position; rcasscubly of that howitzor was thus never possible, H-d thego
two howitzers been lended couplete and cayable of firing, they could
hove engaged an esvinated 500 VO in grid scusres 9933, 9937, 9922, 9921
and 07920, During the pcriod, Battery F fired on VO in trenches at
BTS98286 (centrolled by, u0), and together with Battcry 4, on VG at BT055390
in svi.ort of .HVN actiohB.. Battery F also fired illuminstion for 2/7
at BTI01929% and BI023285. Battery A fired on VO at BT127270 in suvopord
of 3%/%. Bottery M displaced from its original position to BT234314,
being in position end rcody to fire by 2000H. That night the nortar
Jletoon from 1/11 fired illuningtion for 2/1. Battery ki displaced to
Betiery L pogition area at 2040H 0 continue support of operation. Corue
unicatios cxponsion this date included the addition of & conduct of fire
net fer the mortar platoon from 1/12, and a conduct of fire circuit
for the _WWN artillery advisor. Genersl improvenment of all pooitions
continued,

15 Duceriber 1965

licgistration of Baticrics M and L was completed this date. The

pl-toon of howitz.rs from Bath.ry .. was returned to its original positim,
40-controlled nissions were fired by Batteries 4 and F at coordinates
8T053388, BTS98%41 (13 VC), BT010409 (30 VC carring wounded) and BTO11407,

In sup ort of .RVN operations, Batteries 4 and F fired nt cocrdinstes
BT03%392, BT05239¢ (cstimated VO battalion), BT054398, Bi1022392, BI025%93,
BT023386, LT057440, BT048:04, BTC?2406, BI'28402, BTO56390, BT051394,
BTO44396, BT033391, BT024390, and BIV20390, Battery L fired in support
of 3/3 cn .h weapons at BT114283, lwortar platoon, l/ll fired illuwina~
ticn Fer 2/1 at BIO62242. Luprovement of position continued with over—
hending of soiwe of the srmo pits, ~nd installation of more protective wirg

16 Docerber 1965

.« Warning order for retraction was issued, and a recon party from
Bottery 4 helilifted to LS., By 1420H all Battery 4 had coupleted lift
to the L$a and was in position, rcady to fire from that area. Battory L
firod in support of 3/3 ot BT125260 and for 2/1 at BT112242, Registrnrtion
of Britories M end L was nccomplishcd. Battery F fired for 3/3 at a VO
nlatoon at RT11529%, Battery L illuminated at BT125260 for 3/3.
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17 Decenber 1965

tlans were nNade to displace the crtillery battalion CP to the 1.8..
Contrel was prssed to Battery M and the Cr was struck, Bnad weathoy | 3
arouncod helicepters =nd the displocement was concelled, The Cr was
restoblished ot the selic location nnd conzmnications vag re-instrilced,
Control was reswieds Battory F firod locating rounds to enable a lost -
patrol from Coupany D, 1/3 to return to position.

18 Decenber 1965

Displacermeont of the esrtillery battalion CP to the Li. counenced ot
1120H rnc wos completed ~t 120CH, By ridrfternoon, all communicprtions
had boun installed and control wnrs assunmed fron Battery M, During the
seriod, the mortsr platoon, 1/12, displaced to the L34, and thcnee to
D. .. YG, in conjunction with 3/3& 4 port of Battery F (threc howitzors)
disploced to the LS., Battery L fired for 2/7 on VC at BT1768212,
BT210220, BT229219, BT210219 ~nd BT175215. 4t the LS., plans for
defomse were nnde, incorporating Battery L, the three howitzers from
Batiery Fy ~nC the wortars of Coupeny D, 1/1, That night Bottery . fired
H&Ise The battalion CF received sore S5 and putonmntic wonpons fire
during thce nisht.

~

19 Decerber 1965

Bottery 1, 4/11 displeaced to (iU L.I by road, arriving at 17:5H,
The tworter platoon, 1/11 displreed by helicopter to the aircraft carricr,
3=ttery F couplceted displrceniont to L3d and tock up firing posditions,
at 1230H, Battery F coniienced overland displececnient to Du NG, ~rriving
thexe -t 1430H. With the arrival of Conpony D, 1/3, in the LS., plens
were ninde for intcgratiom of this coiprnies morters into the dofense of
the 1S, Battery o fired cxtensive F&I fircs during the night. Plans
vere Tirmed up fer convoy protecticon the folleowing dny., Coununicntions
werc cst-blished with n linison officcr nt DIEN BN and T.M KY, through
whoil . RVN artillery forces werce available on call, In addition s
~rtillery .U was on station to cover both north and south bownd convoys.
Battery . was laid to provide fire for north-bound oonvoys, Battery L wog
preyered to fire south,

20_Decciber 1965

Brttery L and the artillery battalion headourxters com enced notor
wovaaent to D L.XG nt QU20H, srriving there at 1300H. Battery A coir enced
dis;lrcerent at 1J000H and arrived at D Du'G at 1430H.
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SURVEILLANCES
ARTILTERY Confirmed Estimated #
KTA 16 270

#7Jue to the heavy contact on D day and D plus 1 plus the
fact that most of the luerative targets vere fired in support
of ARVN in their area of operation, accurate and immediate on
the ground body couﬁts were lmpossible, The ma jority of the

surveilllance came from AO's in the ailr,
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INTELLIGENGE o
1. Estimste of the Situation Anticipgted in Objective Area,

a., Current intelligence in the area of operations had indicated
that {he lst Viet Cong Regiment had returned to its old operating area
in the mountains and valley regions of HIEP DUC, VIET AN and QUE SON.
and thus posed a formidible threat to RVN forces in the area, The Viet
Cong had developed a variety of base areas which were scattered throughout
the area of impending operations, This was believed to be a well=developed
complex containing medical facilities; training camps; food, weapons and
ammunition storage areas; and printing facilities, The popula.t:lon was
considered to be pro-Viet Cong,

b. Oomge:l.tion. Units expected to be encountered in the area of
operations consisted of: !

60th Battalion

80th Battalion )
90th Battalion :
hOOth Arty

70th Battalion
CHU DUNG Batfaiion

L9th Battalion (?7) S,

U/I Battalion n . A
D-20 Company ‘ '

D=21 Company

Units considered to be outside the area of operationo but \d.thin reinforcing
distance weres

7th Battalilon
A-16 Company
A-19 Company
D-22 Company

¢. Dispositions. See Figure 1.

- d. Combat Effectiveness of Viet Cong Forces in Area of Operations, The
combat effectiveness of the lst Viet Cong Regiment was considered to be good.
Although they had suffered heavy losses in Operation STARLITE, there were
indications that they had recouped their strength. The recent attack on HIEP
UC indicated that the regiment was again capable of ccordinated action. The area
of operations was well-known to the regiment and the local populace was expected

to support them, No information was available to judge the combat effectiveness
of other reported units, Their combat effectiveness was thus considered to be

.excellent until proven otherwise, ‘
) e o
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- @, Probable Courses of Aétion. Analysis of enemy capabilities resulted .

in the following being published as the enemy!'s pro'bable courses of action S

in Operation HARVEST MOON: .

(1) withdraw to mountainous areas while using local force and
guerrilla units to harass and delay friendly forces, .

(2) Defend if engaged and unable to avoid friendly units, breaking
contact and exfiltrating at first opportunity.

" (3) Harass friendly units with small arms, automatic weapons, mortar
and recoilless rifle fire,

(4) Conduct ambushes of patrols and maneuvering forces.,

2., Viet Cong Strength and Situation Actuallz ‘Encountered in Object.ive Area.,

a. Prior to the commitment of Marine Corps units in Operation HARVEST MOON, the
11th ARVN Ranger Battalion was believed to have engaged the 70th Battalion on 8
December. The following day, the lst Battalion, 5th ARVN Regiment was believed to
have engaged both the 60th and 70th Battalions. These actions took place in the
southeastern sector of the planned area of operations and generally coincided with
the anticipated enemy dispositions. Statements of captives taken durirg the opera-
tion indicate that the Viet Cong in the area were planning an attack on a District
Headquarters. This would account for VC unit displacements resulting in new loca-
tion and subsequent encounters by ARVN units in the initial phases of the operation.

b. Units Identified,

(1) 519th AA Bn (AKA 195th AA Bn) - Identified as having been in contact
through interrogation of capt.ives s two Ralliers, and tra.nslatim of captured
documents.,

(2) 80th Bn - Identified as having been in contact and in the area o
operations through the interrogation of one captive, translation of captured
documents and markings found on captured pack.

(3) 90th Bn - Identified as having been in the area through the tramsla-
tion of captured documents being processed by the G-2, ICTZ.

(4) A0 Co Co - Identified as having been in the area of operations by the
tranelation of captured documents and markings found on captured ‘packs,

(5) T112 Co = Identified as having been in the area of operations by
translation of captured documents.

¢. Other Significant Intelligence Gained.
(1) Infiltration of PAVN Anit-Aircraft Unit. The 519th/195th AA Bniwae

jdentified as having infiltrated into Qﬁmﬂﬁ UANG-NAM Provinces, The infil-
tration, as reported by 5 captives and 2 Ralliers, began in late June and was
completed by late November or early December. The route was not located exactly,

2
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SECRET
but reportedly started in VINH LINH,; passed through LAOS; and possibly entered RVN
in the vicinity of KONTUM. The infiltration was accomplished by the echelonment

of three separate companies, They carried their equipment and personal effects
with them as well as a small amount of ammunition.

(2) 0O0B of 519th/195th AA Bn. See Figure 2,

(3) DONG LINH Logistics Base., Prior to Operation HARVEST MOON, numerous
reports had been received through various sources from a variety of agents to the
effect that the DONG LINH valley area was a major Viet Cong logistics base. Fol-
lowing a B-52 strike on 12 December, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines proceeded down
the valley in a search and destroy mission., In the course of three days in the
valley, this battalion discovered many of the reported caches wherein considerable
quantiities of materiel were captured and either destroyed or turned over to the
local District Chief for further disposition locally. The importance of the DONG
LINH Logistica Base can be judged on the basis of the amounts and types of materiel
it contained. This involved 45 tons of rice; 11 tons of tea, 3 tons of salt; along
with large stores of fish oil, peanuts, sugar and soup mix; weapons and ammnition
stores including three light machine guns and 34 new CHICOM 7.62mm Moissin-Nagant
Carbines still in preservative grease; a uniform factory with uniforms, a stock of
3800 meters and 40 bolts of material of excellent quality, 3 sewing machines,
15,000 buttons, and bundles of thread.

(4) Location of Viet Cong Assembly Areas, The interrogation of captives
and Ralliers indicate that the 519th AA assembled and regrouped at CAO NGAN
(BT 068268) following the fighting with the ARVN on 9 and 10 December, Interroga-
tion of suspects enlarged upon the picture of CAO NGAN being both an assembly area
and rallying area not only for the 519th AA Bn, but also another unidentified bat-
talion size unit, Prisoner interrogations further indicate that AN TRANG (1)

(AT 990259) was the assembly area for the 519th AA Bn following their participation
in the HIEP DUC attack and prior to their deployment to the high round on NUI GIAY

(BT 0427) and NUI CHAP CHAI (BT 0727). It was further determined that AN TRANG (1)

would also be the rally point for the 519th AA Bn if and/or when exfiltration from

the area of operations was to be effected. *

{5) Ini‘nltration of North Vietnamese into QUANG NAM=QUANG TIN g I CTZ. Un-
deniable evidence of PAVN infiltration into I CTZ by the 519th/195th Bn was
obtained through the interrogation of prisoners and Ralliers. This infiltrstion
was accomplished by tactical units in complete secrecy. During interrogation two
captives stated that they had heard that the PAVN 36th Regiment has been infiltrated
into RVN to "replace" the 1lst Viet Cong Regiment. The presence of the 36th Regiment
is not accepted on the basis of such hearsay. The presence of the 519/195th AA Bn
in the area of operation during Operation HARVEST MOON ias accepted. It would appear,
however, that this battalion suffered considerable losses in persouncl and equipment
as a result of repeated air a.tta.cko.

(6) Miscellaneous Order of Battle. :

(a) During the interrogation of oaptivea s several unit designations were
mentioned. The &ith Regiment and the 36th Regiment were both mentioned, however,
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.the capt:wes had no definite information and could only say that they had "heard"
that these units were in the QUANG NAM-QUANG TIN area.

(b) The T202 Co. was reported by the Rallier Lai SO. No informstion
is held concerning this unit, however, the designation "T" has generally been
connected with training units, This Rallier alsc stated that the AKA for this
unit is "THANH MAI" which is & known AKA for the 80th Bn, An analysis of the
VCC's atatement indicates the T202 Co, trained in eastern BINH SON District with
1st VC Regiment, departing that area on 14 Aug s four days prior to Operation
Starlite.

(¢) Captive Nguyen Tung TU claimed to have been from the 3d Co, 4llth
Bn, 312th Regt. This battalion was reported to have the strength of 200 men. The
regiment was reported to consist of two battalions, the 41llth and 412th. The
captive was considered unreliables however, it is possible that he had trained
with elements of the 3L2th in North Viet Nam, A note of interest is the parallel
between known PAVN unit designations., There is a confirmed 312th Division with a
141st Infantry Regiment and a 142d Heavy Weapons Battalion, There seems to be no
correlation between these units and those mentioned by the captive except far the
similarity in the numerical degignations,

(d) Although still speculative, the presence of the 519th AA Battalion
suggests the possibility that s PAVN regiment has infiltrated or is about to infil-
trate into this area. This specuiation 1s supported by the overall scale of infil-
tration, reports of which cutinue to be received, -

(7) Psychological Uuinerability of 519th AA Bn Persomnel. The 519th/195th
AA Bn was considered a fuirative psyswar target due to the recent and repeated air
strikes on their positions, Hpugen Quang UAT and Nguyen Van HUNG indicated that
due to.these strikes, low fuod supply, no mail, and sickness, the morale was low,
Many others wanted to defect but that they wesre watched by their nfficers,
Captives were persuaded to wiite letters for leaflet drops and mske tape resorded
broadcasts to be played wwer sirbuime loudspeakers, Other capbives indicated that
these leaflects were dropped on the targel unit and that in one instance the officers
gathered them up and refusedtc let the men read them, In another instance; they
were ignored, The short term results of these leaflets cannot be assessed; however,
there is every reason tc believe Lhat the remnanta of the 519th AA Bn continues to
be a vulnerable paywar target.

3. Terrain Description.

&. The area of operallions was geperailly located in a flat, cultivated valley
bounded on the north, west and south by rugged mountains covered by secondary growth
and interspersed with tropicsal vainforest. The major valley area and the numerous
highland valleys in and between the mourtains contained terraced paddy and dry crop
areas dotted by islands of relabively wooded high ground where are located the houses
and living areas of the local populace, There are numerous hedgerows which bound and
interweave among the cultivated fields and paddies,

e, S
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b, Observation and Flelds of Fge;' Long range observation and

fields of fire were afforded the Viet Cong over the approaches into
the area of operations from the east by the high ground dominating
the valley on three sides and the numerous rises of ground acress the
entire valley floor,

¢. GCover and Concealment, There was considerable cover and con-
cealment available in the valley area for relatively large units
due to the numerous pine stands, hedgerows, cane stands and built-up
1living areas on the numerous islands., Long range detection was possi-
ble; however, dus to the barren paddy and dry crop areas which were sub-
Ject to excellent observation from the surrounding hill masses,

d. Obstacles,

(1) Manmade. The two roads leading west from National Route
1 to QUE SON and VIET AN were effectively interdicted by countless aits
and destroyed bridges over the numerous rivers and streams in the valley,

(2) Natural, The entire valley floor was interlaced with a river
and stream complex which at this time of the year was an effective barrier
to freedom of cross=country movement, The rain further contributed to the
natural obstacles by inundating the great portion of the valley and turning
the rice paddies into effective barriers to easy cross-country foot movement,
The rugged, overgrown hill masses and mountains bordering the valley were
natural obstacles which tended to channelize and restrict movement,

e. Key Terrain Features,

(1) Hi1l 280 (BT 0438) and the northern hill mess conmanding local
route 82 dominated the northeastern ground approach into the area of
operations,

(2) Hi11 441 (AT 9828) and 445 (AT 9925) dominated the western
extremity of the QUE SON valley and the narrow entrance to the HIEP DUC
valley,

(3) The southern mass of hills running east from VIET AN apd
including hill 401 (BT 0427), hill 407 (BT 0727), hill 378 (BT 0526),
hill 330 (BT 1127), hill 434 (BT 0924) and hill 479 (BT 1324) dominated
the southern approach into the area of operations, VIET AN, the DONG LINH
valley and the area between the QUE SON valley and the SONG CHANG river

valley,

f. Avenues of Approache

(1) The entire QUE SON valley formed a northeast to southwest
approach into the area of operations, ' ‘

’ Mﬁmﬂﬁ (2)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. - a

.
v
. .
.
B
“
. :

 (2) ‘The pass between HON NUI TAU and NUI CHOM in the vicinity
of AT 9637 formed an avenue of approach into the western extremity of
the QUE SON valley in the area of operations,

(3) The valléy of the SONG LAU past VIET AN formed an avenue
of approach into the southwestern extremity of the QUE SON walley,

(4) The HIEP DUC valley formed a western avenue of approach
into the QUE SON valley,

Le Weather

a, Weather in the area of operations consisted of intsrmittent
rain and overcast skies with corresponding low ceilings, There was no
variation from the average temperatures for this time of the year,

b, Effects on Enemy Opsrations, There was no known adverse
effect of weather on Viet Cong operations, It is assumed that their
cross-country movement was hampered somewhat and hindered the evacu-
ation of their dead and wounded and the resupply of their combat uwnits,
To what degree weather affected Viet Cong operations cannot be determined
at this time,

c. Effects on Priendly Operations, In general, the extended periods
of rain in the objective area restricted our full employment of heli-
copters and close support aircraft. Ground operstions were hampered
due to the reduced visibility im the mountains during periods of heavy
overcast and rain, Flooded paddies and swollen streams caused by the
constant rain further hampered ground operations and cross-country
mobility.

¢ Mm (2)
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AIR SUPPORT OPERATIONS

1. Sumary of Adr Support Operations

"Harvest Moon” was planned and put inte exesution in a very short
time frame and only personnel with & "need to know® were informed of the oper-
ation, In consonance with most counterinsurgency opsrations in Vietnam, the

- nature of the terrain and enemy activity in the objective area dictated

intensive use of air support from the initial stages of planning for the CoTy
opsration, A Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR) (as contained in Amnex D'

to Operation Order 1-65) was designated Por the operation and approved by the
ARVN Commander I Corps. Initial planning included a heliborne asssult on D+l -,
by 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines on Objective One (LZ-BY | 7395); & hill mase T
southwest of the town of Que Son, Subsequent opsrations ervisioned "fix and
destroy" operations against the Viet Cong in the ares, ss orderesd, utilising
any or all elements of Battalions 2/7, 2/1; or 3/3, The First Mnrino Air Wing
was directed to provide air suppert for the epsration, ~The First Marine Air-
craft Wing was later augmented Uy the helicopter resources of HMM~363 and P
HMM-261 who have been under OFCON of FIELD roncss Vietnam, and the Special .
Landing Force,; respectively.

The operation encompassed a peried of approximately 12 days. An airborne
Direct Air Support Center (DASC), utilizing & X€=130, was employed frem L-Hour minus
ons on DDay plus one, through D-Day pius twe when the Task Force Delta DASC was
sst up at Que Son, adjacent to the Command Group, Por the remainder of the opsr-
ation the DASC at Que Son (Landshark Brave) contrelled air suppert eperations,
Tactical air requests weres handled by Landshark Bmvo over the TAR net as well as
through the Task Force S-3 to the DAsco

The Togistics Support Area {LSA) at (BT 154-450) served also as & helicopter
staging area, Alrcraft fuel wes available eon D+2 at the LSA. An element of MAG-16

. operations established & helicopter control teim with the necessary cemmunications

to contrel helicopters in and out of the LSA., This gontrel team was alse tied in
te Landshark Bravo, the DASC at Que Son, by bsth phepe and radie,

After the initial heliberne landings of the three battalions on D+l and D#2;
thers wers approximately 60 additions)l helicopter 1ifts of platoon size or larger,
plus the numerous daily Med Evac, recennaissance, lialson and smaller resupply and
administretion missions, The nature of the ¢peration dictated minimum time be-
tween planning and execution of theses missiens. The major pertion of these 1lifts
were conducted in marginal weatHer conditions with ceilings of 300 te 1500 feet
and visibiiity from 3 mile to 3 miles. Coupled with the mountainous terrain and
enemy fire, these weather conditionsz were extremely hazardeus for air operations. |
Helicopters and fixed wing aircraft wers successfully employed under these
conditions, however, !

Ir accordance with First Marine Aircraft Wing doctrine, all assault lifts inte
unsecure zones were preceded by landing zone prep by Al and Fi attack aircraft,
Helicepter escort and landing zone CAP by AL attack aircraft plus armed UH-1E fire
suppression support were alse provided. Weather, as mentioned earlier, influenced
the effectiveness of air support to & considerable extent and:dictated the ordnance

-utilized, Napalm, 20MM rockets and 250 1lbs M-8l bomba with Snakeye fins and Daisy

Cutter fusing were employed for this lew level work, Normally twe or four fixed
wing aircraft were on station continuously during dayiight hours when weather per-
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. mitted and eight sircrafi were on 15 minuts ground alert at Danang and Chu Lai ‘
during darkness and bad weather. A flare plane at Danang and Med Evac helicepters - ' -
at the LSA were alse en 15 minutes ground alert througheut the. speratien, Air |
Suppert Radar Teams at both Danang and Chu Lai controlled TPG-10 missions in the
objective area during the periods of darkness, While the ASRT has the capability
of controlling bembing drops within 500 meters ef friendly treoops, there was ne o
requirement fer YPQ-10 drops that clese on this epgratien, Four targets in the ;
e¢bjective area weres interdicted by USAF B-52 bombing reids during the "Harvest i
Moon" ¢peretion, This requirsd clese zoordinatien to insurs the safety of ground -
troops and aircraft in the vicinity. . i

CH-37 helicopters proved invaluable in transperting batteries ef stripped
down 105 hewitzers and carrying communications vans and jeeps inte the ebjective
area, One stripped down UH-3L was retrieved by a CH-37, Twe Army CH-,7's assisted
in the eperatien by picking up several other UH-34's forced down by mechanical
trouble, Two helicopters were lost in the "Harvest Moon" operatien. One UH-3j4
forced down by mechanical trouble was destroyed by the VG with grenades before a
securlty force could be brought in te pretect it., The crew was safely evacuated,
A UH-)E was shot down on & night Med Evac mission, the pilet was killed and thrss
crew members were WIA,

There wers a total of 106 incidents in which helicopters reperted being fired
at, Fifty three aircraft were hit with over 160 rounds. A number of these were
«50 caliber rowunds. Total casualties incurred by aviation personnel were 1 KIA
and 12 WIA,

Armed UH-1E helicopters played a vital rele in escorting road convoys frem Chu
Lai and Danang to the LSA and return, Along with Army 01B's, they alse provided
valuable reconnaissance infermation, UH-1E pilets provided a valuable source fer
TAC(A) requirements.

A summary of the operation shows that the A=) and F-=4 aircraft flew a total
of 523 sorties and 7i0 flight hours during "Harvest Moon., The helicepters flew
9,230 serties and 3,262 rlight hours, They lifted 12,177 troops and 638 tons of
carge. KC-130 aircrafi made three aiy drops of 105 and 155 ammunition tetaling
90,000 poeunds and received 10 hits frem amall arms fire. Ordnance expended included
1058 MK-81/ANM=57 250¢ bombs, 539 MK-82/ANM-6/ 500f bembs, 173 napalm 208 5% Zuni
rockets, 1529 2,75 FFAR and Lazy Dogs,

2. Problems Encountered

a. Weather was & critical factor in the epsration, Both helicopters and
fixed wing aircraft conduct opsratiens in weather that was below safe cperating
minimums, At these low altitudes and reduced visibllity, aircraft were exposed
not enly tc the hazards of the terrain, but to excessive small arms and autematic
fire as well. Low altitude operations alse restricted the type oerdnance dslivered
&t lew altitudes could be empleyed.

b. Heavy Lift Capability was not adequate for the operation, While the CH-37
helicepters utilized did an outstanding job, the operatien emphasized the need
for a helicopter capable of 1lifting 105 howitzers and dewned UH~34's without having
to strip or disassemble them, This is especially true in the case of downed UH-3,'s
where retrieval time must be minimal te avold destructien of the &ircraft by the
VC., Demonstration of the value of this capability was provided when Army CH-47
helicopters retrieved ssveral HU-34's after only the roter blades were removed.
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c. Helicopter availability became & preblem as the intensi-e tempe of
hellopter eperations continued day aftar day without let up, Helicepter
maintenancs units were unabls tv keep pace &8 &ll avallable alrcreft were util-
ized, providing little or ne time for necessary preventive maintenance, Avail-
ability diminished daily until the end of the apsreation.

d. While gat - pyedblem arsas, the fsllowing suppert was considered
essential end contributed greatly te the success of the gperation,

(L} Alirborne DASC was considered sssential in an speration such as this,
The peried of time from the cémmencemeant of the operatisn until the Task Porce
FSCC/DASC is in operation is a crucial ons and the airberne DASC is an excellent
means ef bridging this gap.

{2) Uuilization of experienced pilets in UH-1E's as TAC{A‘Z': te
coordinate heliborne assauli missions and fixed wing suppert wes essential in
setting up heliborne asssults on short notice (2-f hours). Alsc utilization ef
these pilats whe were familiar with the area, to lead, reasupply and Med Evac
helicepters inte hard-to-locete landing 2ones in marginal weather preved extremely
successful,

(3) Provision of & Helicepter Support Feam (HST) augmented b srienced
helicopter s ratims persennsl with the necessary communicatiens at the Legistics
Support Area contribuled inmeasuresbly te the success of the opsration. This
support wis eéapecially required since the LSA alss served as the main helicepter
staging area, £ defiziency in this &res, hewever, was the lack of adequate night
lighting at the LSA &nd the abessnce af navigational aids such as radie bescens or
heming equipment,
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I COMMUNICATION REPORT

1. Communication<Electronics Report

a. g,‘_,enera& 4

(1) Communications were generally satisfactory throughout the operas

tion with the exception of D¥l when considerable difficulty was encountered
in communicating with higher headquarters employing high frequency rrdios
equipment which relies on storage battery, BB-451 as & power source, Mcans

of communication from Task Force to subordinate maneuver elements were limited
almost exclusively to voice radio employing Radio Set AN/PRC-25., When units
were operating in mountainous terrain it was necessary to establish up to two

relay stations in order to maintain continuous contact, When convenient
and appropri- .z, staff officers picked-up and delivered traffic on helicopter
flights to & :ior and subordinate headquarters,

(2) Communications security was a major problem in issuing orders.and
receiving reports to and from subordinate units., Establishment of a "coveped"
teletype circuit met this requirement from Task Force to higher headquarters,

b. Radio.,

(1) Tactical radio nets employing Radio Set AN/PRC=25 were effective
and reliable, The Task Force Tactical Net was burdened to eapacity handling
both te - "zal and administrative traffic, Relay stations were estahlished on
this nc to ensure continuous econtact with tactical units operating in mountaine
ous tcriain,

(2) Command radio nets were of varying quality and value, The Task

Force Command Net was of limited use in communicating with maneuver elements,

The major problem encountered in this respect was in the very unsatisfactory
power supply, Storage Battery BB-451, for Radio Set AN/PRC 47 which a highly
mobile battalion command group is required to employ and which they are totally
incapable of recharging. At Task Force Headquarters mobile radio equipment
was ecmployed which was lifted in to the command post by hellcopter. This equip-
ment provided satisfactory commuriications with Division and III Marine Amphi-
bious Force Headquarters,

(3) Additional radio nets are required for organizations of this size
and complexity. Recommended are: .

(2) Task Force Intelligence Net - Linking all intelligence staffs
together and providing on anwps Hequired" basis a net which special intelligr o
agencies may enter, Should employ FM portable equipment, _

(v) Task Force Logistics Net = Linking logistics staffs and logis-
tics supporting units together. Should empley HF SSB mobile and portable
equipment..

¢, Wire,

(1) A switching central with local telephones to staff sections within
the To'" "~rce Headquarters and to units within the dmmediate viecinity was

instal! -1,
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(2) Trunks to Division Headquarters and the Logistic Support Unit
employing radio relay were invaluable throughout the operation,

(3) Hot lines linking the Task Force G=2 with the Division G-2 and the
Task Force G-3 with the Division G-3 werc installed early and received heavy
use, Radio relay was employecd to provide these circuits,

(4) The wire system installed was highly satisfactory and heavily
burdened, A portion of the problem of the heavy traffic load was cuused by
a volee thannel on radiq relay being of marginal valye although entirely satis-
fastory for superimposed teletype, The establishment of the recommendedd
additional radio nets wedld further alleviite this problen,

d, Radio Relax.

(1) Radio relay was of inestimable value on this operation, A radio
relay system was established employing four Radio Sets AN/MRC-62 as follows:
terminal at 3d Mar Div Headquarters, terminal at Logistic Support Unit Heade
quarters, a second terminal at Logistic Support Unit Headquarters and a ter-
minal at Task Force Dulta Headquarters, Channel 1 of both links terminated in
the Logictic Support Unit switchboard, Channels 2,3, and 4 were "patched"
between terminals at Logistic Support Unit amd provided the G-2 to G-2, G~3
to G=3 and common user with a superimposed teletype circuit respactively.

(2) The teminal at Task Force Delta Headquarters was lifted to the
Command post site by helicopter. This is both practical and feasible and
highly recommended. The H-34 and H-37 helicopter is capable of marinrgthe lit
of the necessary shelter and squipment leas M«37 truck, Generators and trail-
er make a second lift,

e. Message Centep,

(1) Message Center employing 60 wpm teletype equipment and KWe7
eryptographic equipment provided the Task Force Headquarters with a secure
circuit for the passage of classified traffic to higher headquarters, This
proved to be of great value throughout the operation.

(2) In addition to the above it is highly recommended that teletype
reperforating equipment be employed on future operations to provide greater
cireuit efficiency.

f. Special Problems,

(1) A general shortage of satisfactory operating frequencies both HF
and VHF, The high frequencies were “eluttered" to the point of uselessness at
times, Additional frequencies above 12 MC are needed. Very high frequencies
employed by M equipment overlapped in some instances and were employed by both
U.S, and Vietriamese units,

(2) The Storage Battery BB =451 is an impossible power source for highly
mobile infantry units operating in difficult terrain and relying on helicopter
for logistics support. The life of this battery prior to recharge is consider-

2
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ably less than expected (46 hours) and impossible to recharge under the cir-
cunstances encountered,

(3) Radio Set AN/PRC-6 contlndes to prove virtuwally useless, Radio
Set AN/PRC-10 should replace it at thg rifle company level,

(4) Rudio Set AN/PRC-25 proved to be highly reliable and formed the
backbone of the communications system'to subordinate maneuver elements, This

radio set is required within the 1nfantry and artillery battalions and at
higher echelons.,

(5) Ground/air 1ndent1f1catzon ur unlts was & continuous problem, Pro-
viding units and organizations down tb :ifle company level with panels indenti«
fying the company/battalion and parent reg;ment are recommended, Example of
rifle company A 7 and infantry battalion '] 3, Each numeral or letter designa-
tor should be in black on a white background visible at 1000 ft and each on a
separate panel. It is further recommgnded that they be of a lighweight material
such as : vlon that can be folded compacbly for ease of carrying, and provided as
a stancerd supply item.. )

{6) vehlcular radio equlpment muat be scheduled for helilift to the CP
site early in the aperation to ensure. édnxinuous, reliable coomunications with
higher headmuarters {ossted at a con|§§g 3ble distanees 'frem the abjective aroay

Enclosura (4)
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YCHOLOGICAL W

1, Psychological warfare cperations conducted during Operation HARVEST MOON,
080900 Dec to 201700 Dec 1965 consisted of the followings

a, At 101700, with the consent of the District Chief, a talk was given to
group of people (approximately 200) in the QUE SON District Headquarters area,
explaining the reason for the presence of US troops in Vietnsm. The talk was
well received,

be On 11 Dec betwesn 1330 and 1400, 60,000 leaflets 22-65 were dropped in
the area BT 0525-0825-0823-0523 in direct support of a Task Force Delta action
underwvay sgainst VC main force units in the area.

¢. On 12 Dec, 30,000 sach of two leaflets were dropped which had been made
from a North Vietnamese captiwe’s notes. On the same flight the recorded voice
of the captive was broadcast, speaking the message.

d. On 14 Deg, 75000 leaflets 22-65 were disseminated in the area of BT
0625=0925-0923=0623,

e. At 151300H Dec each of three B=52 strike areas hit on 13 and 14 Dec¢
had 100,000 leaflets SA=1 dreppsd on them. 100,000 leaflets 2265 mixed with
50,000 leaflets each of SA-4 and 23-65 were dropped from BT 0227 south to BT
0215, while the recorded speeches of the North Vietnamese captive and a
North Vietnamese rallier were broadecast, introduced with the Vietnameae
National Anthem.
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1. Planning, The planning phase for this operation wos of extremely short
duration, During the period D=3 to D=1, planning was conducted concurrently
with e ooutlion, in that the needs for the following day had to be predicted
and the requi-+ wonts for these necds teasked to appropriate units., Avail-
ability of ¢  staff officers under G-4 cognizance cannot be over-cuphasized
during this phasc. Their specislized knowledge regarding the cveilobility
of persoruicl and coulimicnt and the employment of seme is a reogulsite for
good planning,

2. Exceution, Lxccuticn of plens, from ¢ logistic standpoint, was basice
11y coarriced out as expected, Coordinction of the logistics effort wes
cecomplishicd by splitting the G-=4 section. The G4 traveled with tho
commancG group, while the Ge=4 and two men remalned with the LSA, a point
whercfrom supervision, chonges, expediting and coordinating the movement,

of supp™”. - ~nd Nersoincl from the TAOR!'s into the objective arca could be
more re: CLiy accomplished., On D42 an additional officer was assigned os o
G=4A tc & in the logistics effo.t at the CP. '

o,  ARVN Re-supply, ARVN infantry and crtillery units were included in
tiils operation, Re-supply of rotions and weter was provided ARVN personnel
by the USMC unit to which they were attached., Re-supply of 105 mm howitze:s
smnition wes accompliched by cerial delivery paradrops and by USMC helico -
Lors,  This re-supply was not processed through Task Force Delta chenncls
c»d thus, the cctunl delivery of supplics crected problems within the
Tending zone due to this uncxpected influx, It is considercd necesscry
oot rny cetivity which conducts logistic missions in the areca of oper-
tions coordinchbe such missions with «ll commands opcrating in the arec,

b, The requircment for fast moving infontry units precluded bringing
sy cquipnent thet could not be trensported by norporrer alonc, Infantry
weapons included the 60 and 81 mm mortars, 3.5 rockat lrunchers and M=40
grenade launchers, Fast moving tacties utilized during this operation
roeguired freg nt re-supply of all units as mon-loods in this floxible sit-
iation were nocessarily limited,

c. The major logistics efforts by Task Force Delt: orgenizotions arc
reported separstcly and attached hereto.

1.  Accomplishments. This operation effectively illustreatcd that usc of
¢xisting roads, duspite their loc:ulon in gzones not positively controlled
by fricndly forces, cen be cccomplished, provided propcr sccurity and
engineer capnbility is plonned for and available,

Ge L.y vood convoys utilized highway #1 between Dancng, the LSA end
Jhu Lai - “th only o fow minor incidents ocecuring.,
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b, Helicopters were used cxclusively for rce-supply from the LSA to

the units in the ob =7 rroa, Though o tenuvous method, it was the only
means of re=supply ¢.c...oicu. Plenning must incluce clternste means, The-
2lso holds truc for re-supply from thc TAOR's to the LSA. Dependency on one
road could have stymied our efforts had bridges boen blown in vital aregs.
Limited usc was made of cericl delivery of supplies from Denang to the LSA.
however, this method could uot effectively’ provide total support for oper-
ction HARVEST MOON.

L. GCooperction, A meximum effort had to be provided by all supporting

units to cnsurc any degrec of succoss for HARVIEST LIOON. Motor transport

units, engincer unite, FL3G, FLSU 71 and thue 3rd MarDiv Steaff were imagd- N
iately responsive to our needs regordiess of the hour or the scope of the
reouirumcat., Many itaus which were not plenncd for, or thoso which werce in
criticel sur "o, werc requosted and recceived in a matter of hours, IThe

nesty invent.ry, redistribution of aveilcblo sssets and subsequent delivery

to the LSA indicoted a meximum cffort was made by all cgencles,

5. Lessons learncd, The "lessons learmed" during operation HARVEST MOOH
arc yeported seporectely and attached hereto.

TAB A -~ LOGISTIC SUPFORT UNIT

TAB B = 3D ANTI-TZK BATTALION

¥

30 T0T0R LnilISPORT BATTALTON

s 1
LA, ~

T/ . u = COMPOSITE ENGINEER COLPANY (FWD) -

TAB E = COMPOSIVY INGINEER COMPANY (REAR)

TAB F ~ LESSOKS LEARNRED
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TAB A U ENCLOSURE (£)
TOGISTIC SUPPORT UNIT

1. The original situ for Logistiec Support Area (LSA) was sclected on Dwl
in tho vicinity of Thang Binh but wes changed on D dey bocause of ARVN plers
to usc that arca for a Regimentzl Heedquarters, A reconncissance was made
on D=dny and the actual sitc for the LSA was. seleccted, - This sitc was a
srrtially stabilized sand dunce and was imaediately adjacent to highwey 1lin
uhc vicinity of Huong Xuan,

2 Nurratiw repo_ .

9 December 1965 (D+1)

Porsonnel from the Dancng encleve arrived by motor march ot the LGA at approx-

imately 083C., Dump rrecs were selected and beach matting was. placed in a

ngn configurction to provide access to dump arcas, An infantry platoon was
provided for sceurity ~nd the collection and elcaring platoon was propr-od
1o receive casuolties at 1100, By 1700 the redio relay circuit to Danang
428 in operation. ‘At 1730 the first supplies arrived at the LS. with closs -~
T, I1I, IIT and V supplics and the LSA was prepa.rcd to re-supply upon reguest,
hese supplios werc originclly plenned to errive by 1200, but due to rood-
slocks, thoy were let¢, With this convoy 13 additional men were added to
the LSU from the Chu Lei enclave. (Four rotion porsonnel, six ammo porsonnel
and three bulk fuel personnel), By 2400 on D+l the fuel fam was ostqb-
llshed erd ot 0200 on B2 fuel was available for issue. :

10 Decer. 1 1965 (D+2)

it 1230 the first re-supply of the LSA from Danang was made by motor convoy.

-t 1400 an,aerial delhiory of 155 and 105 rammo wos effected, The first
drop was a milc short ond resulted in considerablo offort in retrieving
and also domugcd one civilian house and injured 4 Victnemese children,

The second drop of 105 crmo was on target but one chute failéd to open., The
cargo was sufficiently demecged thaot it had to be dcstroycd A this time
an mD teem of 2 personnol was ‘brought to the LSA, : o

L Dezeniber 1965 (D43)

“rom 0800 to 1700 first rc-supplics of the DN's wore effected from the LSA
oy helicopters,

12 Decamber 1965 (DH,)
“e=supply of the LSA by nober coniroy ‘continued. Priority items ordered

rom FLSG by phonc at 0200 werc delivercd tho following morning by convoy.
Continucd re-supply of front line units by helicopters,

A=l
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13 Decer: :r 1965 (D45)
Sontinued normal re-supply functions.

1, Yecember 1965 (D+6)

Normal re-supply continyed, Received sniper fire in LSA, Commenced patrois.
Patrol returned with 1 VC KIA, Hussian carbine and several documents, - Comm-

snced H&I firing by 81 mm mortars, )

°5 December 1965 (I4+7) -
Continued normal supply functions, Inclement weather prevented reesupply
of some units, Recelved small arms fire in the ILSA,

16 December 1965 (D+8)

-.eceived approximately 20 rounds of incoming élmm and 82 mm mortar rounds
-t 0200, Counter mortar Fire was directed at 61 mm location, Resupply of
.~ttallons difficult because of inclement weather,

"7 December 1965 (D+9) . R
«v re=supply until 1400 due to weather,

13 December 1965 (D+10)

Lormal re-supply continued, Received some small arms fire, Helowlifted

53d Battalion, 3d Marines to Danang,.

19 December 1965 (I411) - =
Artillery convoy left for Daneng., TF DELTA displaced CP to ISA, Helo~
lifted Provrisional Company to LPH, -

20 Decer . 1965 (D+12)

Artillesy convoy left for Danang., Completed backload of supplies for Chu
"2i. Helow=lifted Company "DW, lst Battalion, 3d Merines to Danang. Loaded
supplies for Danang, Helo=lifted Comzpny "D" (=), lst Battalion, lst Marines
e Danang. : :

4+ Medical evaluation.

a. The collection and clearing platoon as organized in the LSA was
:ccessful and only minor modifications in medical equipment/supply were
wied, These chenges were made during the operation and are now part of
.a¢ T/E. Some additional provisions for a sick eall should be made at the

SA by providing a doctor and several corpsmen,

b )
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b, Collection ond clearing plstoon ct the LSh processed 728 persons
during the 12 doy period, This included 51 non-U.S, personnel (29 ARVN,
4 VCS and 18 loc:l Netionels),

¢e During the period of operation HARVEST MOON pationts were evacuctod
to the LSA for initial treatment and then to C Med st Danang, B Med at Chu
Lai or @ "IV lley Forge for hospitalization.

A=3
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TAB B TO ENCLOSURE (#)

3D ANTT-TANK BATTALION

1, During the period of 12-20 December of operation HARVEST MOON all
companics of the battnlion became involved in convoy escort duty. TheT
prinery <utylp..Jormed by units of this Battalion was convoy escort. “he
secondr:, duty of security of the Logistic Support Area was accomplishéd
when cu..voy escort vehicles were required to remain overnight at the LSA,

2. The original concept of the 3d Antitank Battalion's participation in
HARVEST MOON called for one platoon of Company "C', 3d Antitank Battalion
to be placed in support of the 3d Motor Transport Bettelion for convey
cscort between Danang and the LSA, Requirements for additional escort
vehicles made it necessary to commit portions of all units of the battnrlic..
in support of convoys between Danang and LSA, between Chu Lod and the 1SA,
ond between Danang and Chu Lai, The need for the estadlishment of a
licison/maintencnce team to be located at the LSA also became apparent ond
wos instituted on 16 December 1965,

3. Of perticular note during operation HARVEST MOON was the convoy, .
cscorted by o light section from the 3d platoon, Comapny "C", which mede
the first through convoy from Danang to Chu Lai on 13 December 1965 and
returned from Chu Lai to Danang on 14 December 1965,

4. During operation HARVEST MOON the 3d platoon, Company "C" escorted a
total of 21 convoys. Elements of Comapny "A" participated in 8 eonvoy
escort missions, Company "B" escorted two convoys and “Yompony "CU, lst
Antitonk Battelion acted as escort for 8 convoys. Elements of Headquerters
and Service Compeny asctcd as convoy escort on 4 occasions, A total of 41
convoys were escorted by elements of this battalion.

5. No major caliber rounds were fired during operation HARVEST MOON, No
enemy KIA or WIA were accounted for, No Marine casunltlies were sustained
by 3d 4~ 'fank Battalion during operation HARVEST MOON,

6. Durl g the 41 convoys escorted, the Ohtos caused delay on 4 occasians,
in 3 incidents, due to track breckage. In no instance was the convoy
delayed more than one and one~half hours. '

7. During the operation, comvoys escorted by the 3d Antitank Battalion un'ls
come under sniper fire on numerous occasions but wers never halted by enem:
2ire.

B=l
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TAB C TO ENCLOSURE (%) .

3D MOTOR TRANSPORT BATTALION

1, The 3d Motor Transport Bottalion wes tesk orgenized to Task Force
Delta for operation HARVEST MOON, All subordinate units of the battalion
wore e lor2d crtbensively during the course of operation. Infentry support
was rend .ud by four seperate bottallons based both ot Chu Lal and Dgneng
to prov ¢ security personnel for the many different convoys conducted
during the operstion. Ontos were employed as convoy escorte and were
primarily used since the weight factor limited the use of other ossets.,

Adr support wes used extensively and the armed helicopter wos considered

& necessity on all convoy movements outside the TAOR, The concept of
operction and mission of the 3d Motor Transport Battalion wes twofold:.

8., Movement of troops from both Chu Lai and Danang to the area of
Ten=-ky and the LSA,

b. Re=-supply of all necessary clesses of supply required to suppo.-’
211 units involved in the operstion. All classes of supply ‘were stcged and
loaded at both Danang and Chu Lei (FLSG and.FLSU #1) and trzmsported by
vehicle convoy along highway 1 to the LSA,

2, The battalion was 2lsg@ given the -added responaibility of orga.nizing and
staging conv: ;- elements for most of the other units and orgenizeotions assignec
to Task Force Delta, 2nd echelon maintenance was accomplished at the LSA

for all motor vehicles, and no serious maintenance difficulties arose,

3. Convoy movement for the mest part had little or no difficulty, but the
conditions of roads, bridges and congestion of civilian traffic limited -
the use of time and space factors in:adhering to strict convoy scheduling,
Convoys did not meet any serious oppgsition from enemy action, but

many convoys were fired on by snipepd, end accasionzl mortar rounds were

_ directed at wehicles. One vghicle wé.q damaged 2 land mine, slightly
wounding both the driver and assiptent driver, Ihese were the only cas=
ualties s..’fered by motor tre npport personnel in the entire operation,

he The movement of troops by upnv ¥ 1.nc1uded most units involved in the
speration less the Special Lang} oyce, The infantry battalions were
“ransported from their pemanep, conmand post locations to the designated
cssembly and LSA arezs. The rptrograde movement wes simillar to the

initial forward novcment » howeyer mor¢ use wos made of heliocopters for

troop 1ifts. Cargo movements iffipe mado to the LSA during the entire operst.on
utilizing two main supply pointsj Danang, 22 miles to the north and Chu Lei,
41 miles to the south., Vehicle convoys were therefore hauling from two
separate directions meeting the heavy commitments required to support three
bottalions,

b
TR
gt

5., Fifty-four convoys were required to move approximestely 7,400 personnc
and 1,400 tons of cargo. Approximately 50,000 miles were driven consuminsz
approximately 10,000 gallons of MOGAS,
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9 Decem ~r 1965 (D+1)

* At 000, five EM from Composite Engineer Compeny (Fwd) departed Danang
by truck for the L8A, : CO of this unit was helo lifted to the LSA. and thence
1o Que Son where he -pssisted in recon-of the area for defensive purposes,
The 5 EM departed the L34 by helicopter for Que Son ~nd arrived at 1630,

The remaining hours. of daylight were .used emplaeing the MG md ‘digging

- foxholes.

10 December 1965 (D+2)

The Engincers installed a double concertina in all avenues of approach
and constructed a machine gun bunker at the CP, The Engineers also supere
rised the construction of empl‘.acemenjt:s for other units in the Que Son are-,
11 Vecember 1965 (D+3) - '

Improved emplecements and commenced. ccmouflaging of To,sk Force CP area.
Monned two positions on Headquarters perimeter. . -

12 December _j365 (DH;) -+ S

Continued: improving emplacemontsg and camouflage of area. At 0840 received
notification of mined areas with pumpkinmines, large tunnels cnd ccves,
Demolition team equipped ond ypedy to move if needed. At 1600, G=4, 3d MerDiv
and CO, Composite Engincer Compény:iwent on an serial reon'of rood from -
Que.Son to LSA erea. Demolitign: eam destroyed & WP riflo grem.de dud (w Je
Meaned CP perimeter positions; unul Qawn.

13 December 1965 (D+5) "’" : ‘ S e
Supervised construction of’ 2. ﬁwmhole hecds, Demolition team destroyed

21 dud 103 HE rounds (US), 12: g mn ‘younds (US) and 1 dud M26 hand grenade

(Us)s C.ntinued work on positjons and cemouflege, Instritted seourit per-

sonnel i the operation and installation of M4GAL type flares. - insy

triple concertina in some CP areas; ‘Manned positions until dawns €O,

Composite Engincer Company checked platoons att whec. to inrantry batt&libm.'

1, December 1965 (Dv6) . :
felocated mechine gun emplueement. Follow:mg itana of ordn».noe deatrovad:
18 60 mm mortar rourds o )
73 Chinese grenades (MIN) Lol
~ 12 Ohinese potato mosher grenades o Lo
.~ 8 Chinese blocks TNT ...: . . ... .. .= .1
. 18 Firing devices o e
1 Smoke grenade (U3).

: D..j_;;‘ C e
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All of the above was coptured Viet Cong ordnance., Co, 3d Engineer Battalic..
and CO, Composite Eagineer Company conducted an aerial recon of the road f A

Que Son to the LSA afid the read from THing Binh to Viet in and north
©o Que Son, Manmned positions until da.wn. .

15 December 1965 (D+7)
- Moved double concertina from west side of CP position to new locat..on.
Relnstelled triple concertina to tie in with existing defense, Participated
a body re¢overy mission at gite of downed helicopter, to check area for
'unes. “None found. Helicopter dropped & captured Mi6 mine (US) in Que Son
1Z, Mine was activsted and detonator wes struck, Sandbogs were plrced eround
the mine and it was detonated,

_ 16 December 1965 (D+8)
' Destroyed the following items of ¢z ptured ordnance-

1 75 mm round

1 3 5 WP round (US) .

L Chinese potato masher grenades

4 60 mm mortar rounds :(U3)

10 50 caliber cu.rtrldges
One EM had slight injury to boekside of left hond frem falling fragnents
after blist, -Detonated 1 Chingse hand grenade with the. following marking
NTHU FG..", This was a concussi;pn grenade.

17 Decnmber 1965 (D+9) '
Five enlibted men worked with HST offloading and los.ding helicopters.v
Destroyedl the\following, items qof ordnance:
1 M2l freg grenade L
1 Dafiaged M26 grenade | o
.+ .Chinese pote.to nmshq;- grenade

28 December 1965 (D+10) : : ‘ |
‘ Five enlisted men worked with HST offloading and loading helicopters., -
Destroyed the following items of ordnance:
1 3.5 WP round
1 Rifle grenade (Smoke)
.‘nile destroying above items three rounds of snall arms fire were reseived,
Yo injuries. Manned positions until dawn,

9 December 1965 (D+11)
‘Staged gear for evacuation to LSA at O9h5o - €0y Composite HEngineer Compor.
departed on & helicopter recon of highway l. - A bridge was blown at ccordinate

?.6\3.09621;1. Engineer team with the convoy from Chu lLai repnired the bridge, €O, :

Composite Engineer Compeny (Fwd) reloceted to LSA,
20 Decemebr 1965 (DH12)

Steged equipment and vehicles for movement back to Danang, Arrived at
3d Engineer Battalion c.:,ound, Dan_'cjng et 2100,

D-2

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

3
1

e 2
T4B E T0 ENCLOSURE (£) -

o IPOSI’“L B.“LINEER COMPJNY (REAR)

9 Decen.. . 105 \D+l)

At ¢ 0 this unit deportod Dmﬂng aren vic motor convoy and orrived LSh
et 0830, Upon arrivel, & recon of the arece wrs made to select a water poiht
for the task force, The woter point location selected wos in vieinity of BT
152452, The water poind ‘cruck crrived at 0900 and erection of the woter
point cquipment wes- started, By 1300, 3000 gallons of weater had been pur-
ified and./was ready- for issué, The portable water tonk wes sand=begeed in
ond four (L) defensive positions were selected and emplsced, Beocuse the
weter point was located 300 yards morth of the ISA perimeter, defensive nscis-
tence was requested of the LSA Commander. A total of 11 uien were on hond to
defend the water point

10 Decomber 1965 (D}-Z)

No incidents occurcd during the night, Improved on pos:Lt.iona end an
.dditionsl water tank was sond-bngged in place, At 1120, the bridge ple toon
veported to LSA and wes assigned positions nt wator poifit ares, . Bridge
alatoon personnel were included in the perimecter defense, positions assigned
-nd the sccurﬂ*y was est blished for the night. .

11 December 1965 (ms) ,

Fo incidents oceured during the night. Empty we ater cons woréd houled by
. ter point personnel from the helicopter landing site to the water point,
filled ~nd returncd to the helicopter londing site.,” X0, Composite Enginecr
Company assumed commend of attoched bridge platoon by order of CO, Composite
ngincer Compeny. Truck convoy assigned to weter point perimeter for the
nighte Porsoancl were :pssign@d crops’of responsibility,

12 December 1965 (D+4)

- No & ' .nbs occured during the n:Lght Concertina wire instslled along
outer pe meter, Water ean detoil continued £illing and heuling cans to .
wllcopuy site, Infomotion reccived that Compary. "D', lst B'xttalion, lst
ilarines would assumée pcrunetc,r -defonse of water po:.nt ':nd thot” Compdny MHW,
,.nd Battelion, 9th Marines would defend the LSA perdmeter, Security. wetch

ot in vicinity of thc mtc,r ‘po‘.mt and ‘.L:Laison was made w1th the two rifle
aompanies, _ .
>3 Decomber 1965 (D+5)

No incidents during the night., A request for additlom.l nu.nf,a de,’pector
.28 received from. 3rd Battelivn, 3rd Mnrines. Oné epgindér’ squad went, with
- convoy to Chu Lai nccompenii«d Ly one’ sefct:.on of bridge platoon with. tools
.nd mine~sweep team, Three s with mine detector were ‘sent to LZ Zulu on
helicopter reséue 'missic,»il. Swept the arec around helicopter for. mines,
.one locoted, Helicopter cvacus stod, Receivcd 2 ANPRS-3 mine deteotors from

Tl\ﬁ
*

4 December 1965 (DH+6)

‘A request  or o minc dotector tesm’ s’ reueived to go south on highwoy ‘
> to check area around & Liown bridge. Results of swéep--nogctive, Noad
sossable to r 1l traffic, fia vorking qn blown bridge 6 miles south of LS4,

B1 I
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15 Jecemberl965 (D+7) -

No incidents during th¢ night., Continued hauling water in 5 gallon cans
from woio » elns Lo hclicopbown landing site, At 0200, received *ppro:qutely
20 rounc of 61 and &2mm moruer rounds in the erea, No damage or ca ltles
in engi. e ared. - : '

16 Degember 1965 {D+8) :

Three mon sweep twﬁ deps x't,cd with truck convoy to Chu Lai with truck
rond of sand, dc,nolltlon equ,pnent and miue detector. 3d Engineer Brttalion
uown“nder w1th 3), personnel and 7 dump trucks placed fill on road in requirca
locetion between Donrng ond LSA,

17 December 1965 (IH9) : - g

No inecidents during the night, Detnchment of 3d Engineer Battalion loaded
dunp trucks with fill for road areas between LSA and Danang. The threé man
weep term that went to Chu Loi returned with no incidents to report,

-3 December 1965 (D+10) '

No incidents during the night. OIC, Composite Company (Rear) was summoned
>0 LS4 commond post concerning a-brite out 8-10 miles north of LS4, Heli-
topter rcecon vwos performed, By-pass bridge under water and old bridge ad-
sccent to the by-pass has two spans missing, At 1530, LSA ordered recon of
.vidge ot 197391, Team of 8 engineers ond an infantry plotoon for security
deprrted LSA, Arrived at bridge site and found it had. not becen blown,
Civilians were working on the bridge and estimcted that it would be back in
oper~tion in about one uwur. 4t 1700 the LSA received fire from antometlu
weapons, No casunlties occured,

19 December 1965 (DHL1)

1sa Cmm"nder ordered rocd recon of flooded bridge betwecn LSA and Doneng,
Securit; .~ provided by o plotoon of .ISA provisional rifle compony. Vehicles
were for: "’ ng between 18 ond 2 inches of woteér over the bridge: Local resi.
dents st scd thet the waters would begin to recede by early afterncon and the
bridge would be visible., Bridge compononts were holicopter lifted to the
aite, €O, Composite Engineer Company accompcnied bridge detail tosite. A
Joot bridge was installed ond the crossing of the foot troops commenced et
'ﬁ35. Recon of flooded bridge north of 1SA ordered at 1730, Water had
8 ﬂcucd =nd bridge was clear. The approach on northwest side was still

stds The bridge could be crossed at night with little difficulty ’

. Yecemberl965 (D+l2) : L '. R
No inecidents during the’ night, Begen dismantling water point equipuent.
000 gallons of poteblo water to be kept on hand until word is ‘received to
caplotelyshut down opercticns, 1otal water issued by day follows:

9Decb5 490 grls 1300245 1770 grls 17Dec65 2800.gals
10Dec65 1800 gals 1hDecb5 4295 gals 18Decbé5 1125 gels
11Decb5 500 gols 15Decb5 3000 gals 19Decb5 1200 gals
12Dec6b5 L6T5 gals - 16Dec65 2685, gnls ¢ R e

-ily averoge issue rdﬁa: 2,213 g.llons ““  ) L S
sotel woter issued: 24,340 gollons L B
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1ESSONS IRARNED
A. 1OGISTICS SUPPORT AREA (ISA)

1, Selection of gsite. The entire I CTZ should be studied vith the object being
the tentative selection of ISA's, . Priority of effort should be devoted to
those areas vhers operations are most likely to be conducted im the near

future. Intelligence data and proximity to the TAGR m be the n!.n d.ton!.mtl

in establishing priorit:lu for site selection,

a. Two of the most nportunt oriteria to be met for a ISA sito are the
capability of transporting supplies from the magm supply areas to the ISA,
the availability of suitable real estate to accommodate approximately 30
helicopters at any one time, Other faotors, such as space for establishing
supply dumps, can be compensated for by a varlety of methods, but shonld .
the two major criteria not be met, the logistic support of eperations wonld be
significantly affected.

2. gecurity. An ISA supporting a regimental size operation is best defended
by & company perimeter. This permits the perimeter to be large enough and
has enough troops available to conduct extensive patrols and ambushes to
disrupt enemy attempts to build up for an attack. One rifle company (roin)
was provided for ISA security, and this is considered the minimm-seourity’
foroe for such an imstallation, The following points are considered vortby

‘of note:

8, An indirect fire capability should be provided for the perimeter
security forces. 81 mm mortars should be the smallest indirect fire weapons
considered,

b. The perimeter security forces should have enough radios to control
their patrols and smbushes, and land line capability sufficient to link all
units on the line with at least one command post,

c. The perimeter security forces should have & forward air control and
artillery forward observer capability.

d, At times, up to ten stations (imocluding forward observers, Ontos and
provisional company stations) entered the Delta Oompany TAC nmet., This overw
oerowding could be relieved by assigning a security force frequency in additien
to the TAC nets of the security companies,

3. Build up of the ISA. Present usage data on Class V roquimenta for a
BIT are out of phase with the hslicopter landing operation mirus any wvehicles
for transportation. As a result more ammunition of scme types was moved :
iuto the ISA than required, A reevaluation of Class V requirements, us

. a8 prelininary guidance the tuuc figures from HARVEST l(OO)I, is i OW i

t, Units ;hould have a nprountative in the ISA area to

~ 4o Representatives. :
assist in processing the needs of their particular unit, both in re-supplying

and in collecting equipment which is returned from thoir unitt. 3rd Bcttunoa,
3rd Marinu used thil procodnro otfoetinl.y. : - K

N
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B. COMMUNICATIONS. .

1, lpgistic Supvort Net. There is a requirement for a coumon radio nmet limking
the logistics staffs at all levels and the logistical support area: Headquarters
together., Throughout this operation logistisal srequirements were passed from
infantry battelions to Task Force Headquarters on-the:tactical radio net, Frem
Task Force Headquarters to the lLogistical Support Unit the requirements were passed
by telephone or radio, Both the telsphone and radie c¢cireuits were heavily burdened

thereby creating some delsy in making requirements kmown, 4lthough an ISU net was
in being, and some requests were received via this met, the battaliens @14 mot fully
use this net, It is recommended that all logistic requirements be levied directly
from the unit to the LSA on the Logistic Support Net, and that this net be a common
net linking the logistical staffs,

2, Betweon the CP and the ISA. A separate channel of communications is required
between the G- at the CP and the ISA. Radic nets, though available, do not lend
thempolves to immediste requisitioning needs as message writing and transmission
procedures are time-consuming, The most adequate, most responsive means available
i8 the wire-redio-relay link between the CP and the ISA, This link is used by

;' . many staff sections and time delays of up to 4 hour were experienced in waiting for

this one channel, It is therefore roconoudod that l"logiltiu hot 11!0" be lldo
available for G4 - ISA use,

. Mo

1. Shook apd Resuscitation Team. The comcept of a shock and ruuaciht:l.on ‘tean to
support this type of action, when within closs helicopter range ef a field hospital,
is valid and the operation effective, The tesm as constituted, (cne general surgeon,

one orthopedic surgeom, ons anesthesiclogist and three general medical officers) vas
overstaffed in the highly trained medical officer complement. One menior clinician
and 3 or 4 experienced general medical officers is sufficient for such a tesm,

2. Tentage. GPM tents not suitable u primary treatment shelters - Fly tents amd
tunnel«tents are superior.

&, During the monsoom season, a definite nesd exists at the medical facility for
a varming tent for walking medical evacuees. Durimg eritical periods, helicopters
are not readily available to evacuate these persons from the ISA. Consequedtly, thoy
must spend consideralils time in the open, It is recommended that a mming tent be
provided for walking evacuses.

3. Bvacuees. The Shore Party Company provided coffes when svailsble to evacuses, It
is recommended that a small field kitchen be set up at the clearing platoon area to
provide hot coffes and soup to evacuees, Conversely, during the dry season cold
drinks should be available at the ISA if feasible.

-:_'Do M&°

1., Clothing. By their nature, infantry units must travel light, therefore replace~
ment clothing must be available for immediate issue at the ISA. During inclement

weather, sufficient stocks of boots, socks, underwear and utilities must be available for

issue, The same holds true for items such as ponchos and shelter halves.
&, Some force feeding of clothing and PX supplies was made in an effort to meet
P2
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the meeds of the individual Marine, However, .the nm.nm m not alvays ina
tactical posture to receive these items with mormal re ) BQ&. Jiens sheuld
be made eware that these type items are mihblo and that ¢ it N

items when they are able to receive them, :

2, Smoke grensdeg. Availability of green nnd yonw uokc m-,w. vas at
times oritiocal inmdicating that thers may be a shortage of these items in coumtry,
If this shortage is a fact; then thought shenld be given to shamging color codes
to take advantege of vhatever colors smoke are in adequate supply.

3. Cleaning suppliss. At one time during the -aperation, the requitement for regs,
cleaning solvents and oil for the 105 mm howitsers became oritical, It is recom
mended that 4his type unit (semi-permanent ia nature) m:; sufficlent suppliss to
take care of these normal requirements,

8, During inclement weather; the requirement for rifle ol)l, patches and cleaning .
gear fs much higher than normsl, Accordingly, the 1SA should have larger guantities
of these items on hand ready for issue.

(1) Rifle oil must be in the small cans so that it ean be issued to, and
carried by, individuals. Isews of rifle oil im larger cans requires on-tb-lpvt
usage and is not conducive to being carried by individuals.

(2) Rifle patches  should be packaged for issue ia the individual,.
waterproof envelopes as they were in the past., This type of packeging will insure
that the individual has dry patehes for use. FPatches {#suwed in bulk quantities, be-
cause they are loose, are amenabls to becoming wet and/or dirty whilo being oarried,

B, RE-SUPPLY.

1, Medigsl. Medical re=supply to be imstantly mpouho to needs of clearing
platoon in the field, must be available at field hespitals vhere supplies can bo
loaded on returning med/evac helos,

2. Flape throwers. Infantry battalions on the move, as they were in this operation,
do met have the equipment or the time teo .recharge their flame throwers, It is felt
that a supply of ready-to-use flame throwers should be availabls te be issued to
units, If this is not feasible, charged tanks and naphim mix sheuld be available
for issue, ISA had the capability of rechargimg tamks, .

3. ¥ater. Re-supply of wvater was acoomplished by filling empty water cans at tho
ISA, vhere a vater point was established, then transporting thea to uxits 4y heli-

" copter. This resulted in many water cans standing empty at unit lecatiems until

they could be picked up, Im the case of infantry units this type of re-supply must .
contime, howewer, in the case of fairly statiopary units such as the Task Foroe
Hudquo.rtora, Artillery Battalion Headquarters and Artillery Batteries; lister
bags should be used to a maximm. The filling of lister bags and an immediate
return of the empty cans could make 100-125 additional water cans available for
the re-supply of infantry units on an immediate basis and at oritical times,

F-3
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%, The feesidbility of inmexpensive, one time uss;: ymtie containers for.. .
vater resupply should be investigated. A stffielent Wupply should be svails :
able vhereby they could be delivered to tactical wmits who would return the

containers if feasible. Re-supply would then mot- be depehdent- w the re- -
turn of onpt.y oontd.mrs ® the vater point,

"~ be A°further area which is worthy of m«t:lzation is thn donvory of -
water in large qumtition, either in 55 pllon dm or other Wik contdmro

¢, It must be noted that opero.tion KARVEST HOOI vas conducted h roh-
tivily cool temperatures and frequent rainfsll, In the hot dry season
rnqu:lmnta for wvater would be more rnquont md in greater qgnti.tyo : -

be MW&M From 0800 to: 1600 MJ:

most of the helicopters were involved in tactical lifts. Re-supply of bnttuuonl
prior to 0800 and sfter 1600 created & problem in that 50 percent of that time
flying into the valleys was difficult due to reim and clouds, As a resuft the
battalions missed their normal re-supply. Re-supply of battalions durimg the
day was hampered by the non-availability of heli-sopters.

8, It is recommended that two helicopters per battalion supported, be
provided to the LSA Commander for logistical suppert to the battalions, The
pilots would be familiar with the terrain and could provide for normal and
emergéncy re-supply throughout the day, ‘During sdverse weather conditiems,
armed heliocopters should be employed to lead the re~supply helicepters té tho
landing sone, The added protection and familiarity with the battalion ares
of operations can ensure do:l.ivery of supplies im many mtmno '

6. Ps O, L. Initisl £111 and re=supply of Class ILIA (JP4 and 115/145) a
the 13A wes accomplished by commercial refueler trucks. The mejor quantities
of these two products were delivered from Danang and the remainder ffem Chm
Iai, In the latter stages of HARVEST MOON, the coumereial truecks could not
make deliveries from Danang. to the ISA due to the condition of the

CH-37 helicopters were then used to deliver fuel im extermal tdnks, Limited
quantities of 115/145 in 55 gallon drums were delivered by UB-34 helicopters.
Class III (MOGAS and Diesel) requirements were low since operating units did
not employ tastical vehicles. Organiec refueler trucks delivered MOGAS, and::
diesel was available in 55 gallon drums to support CPF and ISA operatioms,

F. MOTOR GONVOYXS.

1. Size of convovs. Durimg eperation HARVEST MOON the immediate requirement .
for a large volume of cargo and many troops to be delivered within a specific -
time-frame, called for convoys of a length exceeding the bounds of good eontrol

and security protection, Dus to the weight limitation on bridges, the road. ..
conditions, and the large smount of eivilian traffic: enocuntered, the hrgor )
convoys hed to slow down considerably, and sometimes stop for one vay.

and road traffic, and/or treffic jams. This presents a potential hasard to the
security of the convoy and the hagard inocreases in direct propoertion to the 'num-
ber.of vehicles in the convoy. It is recommended thtt the ideal convoy should
contain betwesn 10 to 15 cargo trucks.

¥,

.
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2. Convoy security.

a, ZTroops. Although no major incident ocoured during operatiom HARVEST
MOON in which the lack of coavoy security was a factor it must be noted that
the most desirable situation is to have one squad of infantry for every 5
trucks. This affords adequate convoy protectiom around sharp corners and while .
wvaiting for traffic jams and bridges; if some action should occur a substen—
tial force would be readily available, It is also suggested that the presence
of this number of troops with the convoy may act as a deterrent to the enemy by
nature of its very size,

b, Optog. Use of ONTOS as convoy escort. On many occasions the ONTOS
has been called upon to provide security for srtillery units displacing from
one position to another, Further the ONIOS has been used as a comvoy escort
and subsequently ¢ ¢mployed in offensive action, The advantage of the ONTOS
as an escort vehicle rests in its maneuverability and rapid engagement of
targets, Much larger vehicle such as tanks or amphibious tractors are res-
tricted by narrow and limited welght capacity bridges over which the ONIOS
is capable of traveling, It is recommended that the ONTOS continue to be
employed as security for convoy escorts,

6. Air. During Operation HARVEST MOON many convoys were employed to
haul troops and eargo from Danang and Clmu lai to the ISA, These convoys
were well removed from the TAOR of both enclaves and as experience has shown,
subject to inocidents involving small arms, mortars; and mimes, The require-
ment for aerial escort by armed helicopters and/or VMFA/VMA aircreft is
paramount for convoy flank gecurity, By means of lew passes on either aide
on the road the pilot can aid in detecting enemy action and furthermore, add
to the overall control of ths convoy’s disposition, Single engines observer
aircraft are desireble in long range recon of roads and obstructions, but are
not desirable as convoy escorts, Primarily they lack the defensive and offensive
capabilities of the UH-1E, VMFA/VMA type aircraft should be on station over
the convoy if these assets are not totally committed for direct air support
nissions for other troop units., In this event, the strip alert aircraft
should be available to support the convoy as well as other type missions, It
is recommended that all convoys outside the TAOR be provided with two (2) armed
UH-1E as convoy escorts.

3. Lllymipstion. On several occusions it was necessary to move convoys

during the hours of darkness due to the stringent commitments placed of

3d Motor Transport Battalion, The convoys are particularly vulnerabls during
these hours. On one occasion illumination was dropped by planes and the effect
vas extremely desirable, On each side of the road for nearly 500 meters the
area was well lighted and full visibility was afforded to all drivers. Ia
addition the armed UH-1E escorts were aided in their mission of locating
possible ememy positions, Also the illumimation could have been partially
effective in deterring any enemy movement towards the coavoy. It is recommend- -
ed that any and all movements of convoys during the hours of darkness out-

side the TACR be provided with adequate illumination, ‘

Fo5
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Go GENERAL

1, Epglaser. Oz Operation HARVEST MOON « footbridge was required to cross a
nerrov river, the detuchment of Bridge Company hed & M{T6 fixed span caps~
bility readily available, With several medificetions thia bridge was
installed across the fifty-four (54) foot span and & battalion of troops was
able to cross. These modifications were as follows: Using railroad track
found at the bridgs site ths M4T6 bridgs was prefabbed and slid acroas the
ap to the cther bamk, Instead of twenty=two (22) pieces of deck balk only
%2? pieces per ssution were used, A hand rail was construsted with bamboo
stakes and 3/4" rops, A steady line of troops was able to cross the foot-
bridge. Total imstallation time after arrival at site wus ome hour and
fiftesn minutes, Dimuentling time was about forty-five minutes,

8, On two cther cscasions during this cperation helicopters were used
to ferry trocps asross narrow rivers,

b, It 1s recommsnded that an aluminmum Floating Footbridge be included
in all similiar opsraticns, Footbridge to bs used to cross streams and
rivers to cut dowa on use of hslicopters for ferrying troops across,

F6
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
17 December 1965

¥rom: People of QUE SON District
To: Commanding General, USMC, Headquarters, Task Force Operation,
at QUE SON

Dear General; all Officers and men of the USMC in OPERATION HARVEST MOON

In the anti-Communist struggle to establish peace in the Republic of
Vietnam and safeguard world peace, the USMC has had occasion to station
troops in QUE SON District.

Our Vietnamese people are very joyful and admire the heroic actions
of the USMC during the operation commanded by you and vour staff.

Before you and your men leave here, we would like to express our
deep and warm thanks on behalf of all classes of people in QUE SON
District,

It is not enough only to thank the UMC for their heroic actions,
but we desire to unite the will:.of the_ people in consolidating the rear
and assisting the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces and Allied Forces to
eliminate the Communists. This will bring peace to Vietnam and
contribute to the construction of a strong Free World peace sooner,

Respectfully yours,
In the name of the people;, we sign ourselves:

NGUYFN HUE, Representative of all Notables

CAQ DANG, Representative of Well Known People
NGUYSN TRUC, Representative of 01d Men

LE LUYEN, Representative of Associations

VAN PHU CAM; Representative of Political Party
NGUYEN HAO; Representative of Cadres

LE THI BICH HUONG; Representative of Women
DUONG THL BUU; Representative of Women Cadres
NGUYEN PHUOC QUANG, Representative of Youth

CERTIFIED A TRUE TRANSLATION:

”Jdﬁmxw

MAJOR, U, 5. MARINE CORFS
G-2

ENCLOSURE(g)
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DECLASSIFIED

3D MARINE LIVISION (REIN), PMF, DANANG, RVK - FRON_. ... 10 oolood
G-3 SECTION S T ey T
AN our . f . INCIDENTS ES, 0 DR __ TAKEN

- 1 17 Joukna oPERED 0911g0M T - i
091 120K 1Y/P/6 BN AMD TROOPS OF APC AT TAM KY. VN MARIJK BN ALXRTFD, | F§
091128k |2 |iae eWEES: og3si FROM 2D DIV. ALLMLENENYS HRAVILY ¥ |

BEFONE 0906008 WIT3 MOREAR AXD GMOUXD FIAN. 84 JIX RGP
/§ ELEMENTS GXPAMAYAD. SA FIFUR RROT LEFR® 1/6 AT 0900, 1/5
HOLAYND PRIOEITY OF ARTY SUPPORY 20 1/6, FRIORITY OF ARR SUP
10 1/5. 8A PIFTH KKQT X$T1 APRS A TTAOK BY ONR VO HBOT,

o

3, | 7 ¥ DEL®A: 2/7 BE PREPARND ¥0 LXPY VIA K %0 LT 37T 015327,
FOLLOW INERACR 2/7 0 HIGH GROUND A® 0231. EREPORY VNN '
XERDY FOR LIF®.  091000H L

o, | 2fy FadS W0 UF DELEA, DK %0 A1k PRRPERATION®S HOUR WILL
BE DELAYED UNTIL 1000.0910073 \

5 o F DELEA BAXELY P BS2ABLINERD AS PIANMRD. OFENRD 091015H

0910554 |
, | ¢ |1Pag TC BHIRD MAHDIY., PASS 70 YHEEE N XB ALVEA FOXSROT .
. ' YOU LAMD BMN 261 AT COORD BY 1shhs0 ASAP, IR PREPARED 70 LIFY
- T'NEK SLASR THKE, 09lobsH '

| |ognauon 7 |MaJ SNYDER (72H NARINES) 8.3 , HREE CUTS I HIGRVAY NORTH OF |
_ OHU LAL BNCLAVE, XNGIMEERS BRING SEND OUT Q0 (») 00ING 10

) | 2af 10 FILL IN HOADS, ADO COEU LAl BIUNOTED.BRLIEYE BOAD
| MAY BE MINKD AXD MGUSHES, Z4C AXD NG SPOT. (WO HEIOS

AVALLALLE ¥OR AIR BPOS). IR

oorks | |8 |74 MARINES: AW ARVN BN MOTOX NARCH IS PASSND PHRU EWOLAVE,
PHEY WEHR INFORMAD THW BRIDGES WREE DOWN, THWY WEDT THRU ANYVAY,

0911508 9 [111 MAG 1 (ORPS T0C, KRPORZED Ais BORNE BRIGADS LIFTED ¥
SAION. ASSUME THYT AZR GOINOG %O JOIN 2D DIV, o

. ~ |a, 4RVE REP (¥/2) ONE EYAVI VPN BN MOVED INP0 AREA. B2 1329,
BT W29, 3T 130, B 143N

B. GOTH BN, FOSSIBLE BOCATION AT 9729, AT 9829, AT 9731, AT 9f31,
O, UNIDENTIFED UNIT (BY REIX) IN CONPACY VITH ARVIN FORCE ARR|
| HEFORTLY BREAKING CONTAOY AXD NGVING BV, , _

D, AREA FOUNDED BT 0027, B? 00R9, BT 0632, BT 0629, BT 0027.

| UNI® BHEARING CONPAOE? EXADING POVARD THIS HMAVELY INFRROCHFD

ANU FORTIFIED AREA, : , - :

o [ RU A e
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DECLASSIFIED
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- 3D MARINE mvxsxou (REIN) .FMF, DANANG, RVE - FROM_ P
G-3 SECTION ', , o ~opiaesi o
E N SR S ~XCTION .
N QUT . ¢ . INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, QRDERS _ ~ : .
091235 11 | ¥ DEIZA SITUATION REPORT:

2/7 70 HELO LIFT 70 LZ 3T 011327 %0 SIBZE KIGH GROUND AT 0131
A HALO LiF? DRLAYED UNTIL 091000K DUE 70 AIR PREPARATION, 3/
FREPARKD T0 LIFT T0 SAME LZ 2/7 AND FORIOV IN TRAOD, 13/3
CLOSED BEUONG XUAN AT 15§45 (091010) AFTER NOTOR MARCH FROM DA |

BNCLAVE WEICH OOMMENCXD AT 090600H. 2/7 OOMMENUED LAXDIN
0910008, 2/1 ALRRTED FOR DEPLOYMENT %0 LE VIOINITY BT 126326
ARVN ELENENTS OF STH RROT REAVILY nmm JUST BEFORR 090600H.
WITH REG? 1/5 BLEMEN'S @SPAATED, 1/ ISOLATID, STH REQT R8T
ATTAOKED BY 18% VO RROT, LOM!IO! mm XF DETERNINED,
ARVN LOCATIONS NOW STH REGT CP BY 126326, 1/% 126326, 1/6
BT 123952, 11TH RANGER3 DISFRRSHD LOCATION NOT DRTERMINED,
CASUALTIES 11 THRAM R38 11 KIA, 37 Wi

NN Y BVARY IR BT RPARY BN I BN R B

A *
~ y
R TR B A R I R LA AL DA RA N EL UL AL A R Y

0912588 | 12| Tr pELras BROT HEP,

B, 0911008 _ ,
0. MANY VC KIA FRON 8 DRC AIR STRIKR KIA TAXEN INIO VIC
VIE? AN, WIA TAXRN JORTH. LINES D.¥ X4,

0913108 13{Ge2 FRAQ MENTAKY SITRNP. LANDING OBJ ) PROCERDING SMOOTHLY

RELATIVALY UNOPFOSED. SO0ME AUTO VPES FROM FREOM 1000 NETRRS 8.
CAS SLLENCED WPN, DOWN HELO IN BANDING ZONB, APPARENTLY MECHANICAL
FAILURE BT 010320, NEPAIR AND RRSCUR OPS IN mms. ,

0913208 ' 14|DASO REPOREED HARVESY MOON EELO LIF® COMPLENED 4T 1240,

" |63 LIAISON:
0913208 15 ORI GOV 1N POBITION AS PLANNED, 2/7 VIO LT 02ID SQUARN
: 0132. ENOUR OBJEOTIVE 1 1230H BY 3/3 AT L8A BT 0306. H.HOUR

LZ VI0 GRID SQUARE 1082), ®limmer at sea.

091 340K 16| FRIENDLY ATYENP? VILL BB MADE %0 RELISVE PKESSURE ON FRIBMDLY
- . 77| UNs®8a LAYDING ZONE OF 3/3 LOG 2000sEAST OF 08 1131
momn 1IN ARBA 3l OF 11H RANGERS SYH RECT CP AND
S " pacor’
091350 17 m.mm &mnox 30 TROOP 4¥H OAY NINUS 1 PLT 1IN ARRA v/
1914 10K 18 §F DELTA 2: BNOOMD ARVE DIVISION LIAISON REPORTS VO UNITS IN

I7H ARVE UNITS VIO B3P 0832 BRMANING OONTACT ATTRMPTING 70 w;:ﬁw

y
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’!IASSIECATION

3D MARINE DIVISION (REIN). D(F DANANG RVN

G-3 SECTION

DECLASSIFIED

¢

FROM_g9ausap——TO

TIME

N

IJ"

"

09141 0H

- |og91440H

09 LGl

091 500K

0915108

0916008

OQUEE

091514

0915158

QuT

0514 50H

Jo91512H

18

19

20

21

23

24

29

- 26

27

28

0 THIS POSITION,

‘K 3/3. OOOKD SBOURD BAAD G8 1232 AND 13%. |

DBJ A

R ACTION,

6BB<4S1 BAILERINS,

i3 LIAISON: SITUATION OF 091400H 2/7 SEOURED OBJECTIVE A
T 013314 AT 091335. arty BN GRP ¥ BPXY RSRINATE) 908 DESPLACID| TS

CONVOY HaS CLEARED BCMOING BT 0265,

Ge3 O G=3 LYAIGON: REQUES? OOOKD OF 3D NT AND Xs5's,
TF DRLTA. 09135 2/7 HAS JUNFED OFF IN ZHE ATTACK 1335 2/7 AR ¥8
DELZA : UMABLL 70O C.NTACY FLSU, REQUESY YOU CONTACT THEMN |
HAVE §H/N PROVIDE 20 ROLS CCHOENTINA, 3000 BAKD BAGS, 100 MEYAL

S1akks ASAF, 25L0 HEQUESY LMIDIATE DELIVERY BABIC ALIOVANCE
OSMN AN 70 ARPILLERY BITERY LZ, PASSED THRU Gl AT 091505H.

0.3 LIAISON: COORD UBJRCTIVE 4 VIC 02P4313 OBRCT B 045316,
OBJECT C VIC 083326 L2 FOR 3/3 MOW VIC GRID SQUARE 8530. 31*
LIS T0 CONMBHCE 144sH,

Gw3 LIALSOBPSN SAMi a8 SITARP LAST NIGUT POX 155, TF DELTA
{HaAS NO CONTACT LSA, SUGGEST WEUU GO DIRECT FOR 3 MT.

REF YOUR 091431. WHAT ARE PHE COORD CF OBs (A) AND AKTY BN GRM
P3N,

111 MAF: REQ SITREP OPN HARVEST MOON ABAP,

CEO 3D KAR DIV UNDERSTANDS THAT A FOSSIBILITY RXISTS THAT THE
|PoLLOW BG COM RQUIPMENT WAS LOST: 1 PReC4l, 1 PRC.47, 1PRC.10

ACTION .

: W . . TAKEN
0 SOUTHWEST. UNIDENTIFIND BN NQ LOAOTED @ 3T 0628, 18% VO '
02 KQ PLUS WME UNIDXNTIFIED BRMLOCATED A® 3% 0722, ONB ummmp
& HOVING FROM UNIBOVN SOUTHRRN FOSITION 70 VIC BT 1728, OXE
NIDENPIFIRD BN MOVED FROM DIXN B3 ON & DEOC T0 VIO BT obus THE _
BERAKING BLOCKING FOSITIOMS ON A LINE FRONBY 085397 TO BY 06535S ON 0f
816008, 1MFO FASS TO 3/3 AND 2/7. :

X521V ATE READY 70 FIEE 09Ns0H. X0 RNPORTS

157 1085 OF SILGLE SIDEBAND EQUIPMERT,

. _ ENORMRRAN WHEN FILLED N)
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- é&% FILLED IN)
SIFICATION

3D MARINE DIVISION

(REIN), .PMF, DANANG, RVN

G-3 SEGTION _
U - . ‘ _ .
TIME ¥ - ACTION .
JIN 4 \ INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS _ » L TA
091608H 29| SPECIAL SITREP MA 1 OPERATION HARVESE NOON, |
2D BN, 7TK NARINES LANDRD AT L2 VIC (BT 016326) AT 091000H.
; 2/7 SEIZED OJB 4L (BT 0231) 4T 091335K. VILL OONTINUE ATTACK
TO GBJ B VIC (BT O431). 3/3 LANDED AT LI O9lkbsH VIC (3T 143Q)
ATUACK 20 LINK UP WITH 182 B §TR REO? AXD J1TH RANGER BN LOCAYED
AT (BT 1131-1233). AMMO CONVOY MOVING SOURTH ON ROUTE MR ] C
B MUKG VIC (BT 0265) AT 0914308, BRIDGE AT GS (BT &112) ¥OV
| UNDRx REPALK. _ ;
bo1557H | 30]0-3; HAS AL USHC UNITS BEEN IN CONTAOT WITH VC. XEQ CASUALZJY
| colNT, wPNS CAPUL ED, o
0916148 si| IRIDGE AT 4112 VAS REPAIRED AT 1400. SCURCE COL VILEINSOX
0916101 32| Ge3LIAISON OFFICER, BT 8IT REP 091600H 3/3 L1FT COMPLRZED
091520H CP PHFPARING TO NOVE IF 70 ARTY BN QAP BTHY ¥ AREA
041342, HOVE TO BE COMPLEAT PRIOR 0 DARKKESS 2/7 LASY RFPORTED .
- EN:OULD 0BJ €B ) ; S
091609 33| 6.3 LIAISOM , BF 1N RRGRADS TO YOUR BEF 091557 NEO
091715H 3% | UNSS OME VG GOMP ANY VIC AT 870908 ¥WO VO COMPANY VIO A%
890875
~91750K | 35 | . F DELTA 4 Rep reperts iume Gonvoy departed for Assembly Area)
at 1650, .
0 091p208 % | 0.3, to Ge3 LIAIGON RKQUEST POFS GF 2/7 AND 3/3
177 37 | #M MAF 2O C¢ THIRD MAKDIV OFN HAREST NOON REQ INFO OF FOLLOW[NG
1, LOC P DELTA GP 2, 10C TF ARYT 3, HAVE ANY OF
' UNI®S PIRED ANY M1SSIONSY IF BO WNOY 4, CONTACTS 7
! | s. compac?s BY 3/3 PASS 1KFO A8 800N VAIL
#8| REF Jo3 1, BT 025347 2, BT o412 3, UNK &4, WG 5, NEG
091045 39 | Ge3 LIAISON GFFICIR , 8iT 5D JOLIOVS, XE AND OMD OROUP AT
| OBS A, @ QLUSING OB A, ¥ AR CP ANAR IN LZ, INTEND ¥O HAVE
| ® A B N 0BJ B PRIOR DARK, ¥, @ AND OMD BROUP ON OBV A
BIFOSE DARE, NEG CONYAOT 9/3, SIT XPT %0 FOLLOW WAEN Aun.nm?
0918028 40| 0.3 LI15ON, 2/7 REPOXYS OBJ (B) SEOUKED__ B2 K
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® o !

3D MARINE DIVISION (REIN), FMF, DANANG, RVN - FROMpgisaqk 0.4 7 24 S5 M
G-3 SECTION St i e
ﬁ)m nJﬁ - g — ” — " -
AN QUT . $ . INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS S TA
16006 41 | 3i0 MT BN, SOGET1Mk THIS AFTRANOON WILL BR GOING OUT 20 ’
0BJ AREA VAITING POR CONVOY B0 FORM, : "
0916198 b2 | 3% M B, B A AT ASP ) WALRING FOR VICHECLES TO BE LOADEDL
: THEX ®% WlLL PoOCELY PO 0BJ AREA, :
0919154 43| G-3 LIAWSOL, AlECHAvD DOYN 090293 AT (BT 0829) DIVAIR
0019308 | 44 | ¥LaSH, MuRiit VOuRLED VIC (BT 129320), HiDDEN 1N wiCh F1FLD
©OYOU S PO ACTION,
0910550 | 45| 0.3, WAQUEST S1T/EP OF TF DELTA'S OPERATIONS AS OF 0918000
0998508 ng| 2/7 SPUE HSPOXT &. 2/7 B. 091840 C. U4 VC SUSPECYS FEMOVED T
Cavk af (AT 999309~999311=989315) 1,VC SUSFECTS BEING HELL
AT BN. CP §Oi INTR11GATION. B. 4 VC SUSPELLS P, X0 VC 1A
G. NO VC wla H. NO COWPACT WiTH BNBMY AT THIS TIME,
0918034 49| 4r DKLTA, PASS TO $MAF INT OPCON OF SLF¥ BT I
0919004 43| auiws, A/C SUBJECT 10 54 FIRR ALOMG ROUTES 1 8 OF THE DANANG
CTAOE ROSEMOUT B aRD OTHSR A/C AHRAD OF DARY TaCH18 )
092020H| 49| 3D MaRDLv, ADC CHO Lal WILL «ORK FROK PAM EY SOUTH AND

F10M GHU LAI 0% TOMORROY AX IN THE EVENT ANY BRIDGE

DECLASSIFIED
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Vavril’

WRELABEYR Bad TWOTR AVAIMCG OF) (@) BX TOTS00 fiLO® OB =IIT
VRD eTvvr 3overn o () 3 CCHBYMIE2 OF TIRY® Goudl-£29% OR
STTR MUK RELTE BY YRISY UPONRLTX 2YTT GORDAGH ZRVICH
S\S' T YR MpzOLRULIYNG DX HETO 0% (R) COWMENCING TU0S00

( HV2 A%YY 20T 30 IIY ¥\

BI'VE VI dnp RO VAIRY PRopIRG D\T\J' DETIANE IWEW IO TeV*
¢y gur’ RISZY PYCHE TO DEC MHETTCOREERR 2IMD BICK Nb T
D\T\3 AIPT BE BICE N YI YOORIO§ YWD IVuDd VI 3% DEILV 0b

037800x
poPsogeRyIAEs® S\ St AC2 NI TS Ack * 0 ACB V2 OA

(T7831R)
nouIEE® T\ST MH INYHOD WI2C poonwomsz 3\3 ¢ roGvisd Vi
I8 D¥PIV® S\S CVBIANKD ¥ BVE T BOY *30 CY" Ke VINO T\OT

DRRE£GXED AT CONWRHCE 2OYY TH.*‘YEDT‘Y&EI'X 30 ¥RBLVIE

® @
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DECLASSIFIED

3d Marine Division

(Rein),FMF

COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G=2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
T0
TIME ngn ACTION
IN | OUT NO DTG INCIDENTS, MBGS, ORDERS TAKEN
0920 h1 50 TF D:AMA, 2/7 CAPTURED 1 BAR AND L BOX ,30 CAL
0 W10 1 - 81 I0:TAR, 1/81317 TRIVCD LISC
DOCULENTS 3/3 CF LOCATIED AT (116316)
002@12H 51 CCL, SCHUAIVAR 2/7 24 VCS 3/3 12 VoS - 36 VCS
AS (1 091800H
0021251 52 D/1/3 JILT. B PICKSD UL AT 100630H Al TAND AT
OF 0.LTA CP 2UZ SOH, IPIRST LICGHT 10 Ds<C HSLICOPT RS
WILl] PICK UP 1 FPLATOOH AR OUE SO AFTHR LAUDING
D/1/3, DIV THI. TC LSA, HAS BIAN ST TO
IIT LAF
0921151 53 2/7 I Al RSUVPLYING BY I=LO CBJ B COILIICIG

100790 WILL CLOSHK WTIAS BN AFTHR ReSUPPLY  VWILY
COIDUCT SmANCH AUD CLEAR TGWARD OBJ G 3
CG.YAIIISS O LOlE, CONTINSENT OF RsUl LY
SSTIMAT . HAVIIG OBJ C BY 1012001 UPCN CBJ WILL

LVATE,

DECLASSIFIED
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CLASSIFICATION

3D MARINE mvxsxou (REIN), FMF, DANANG, RVN - mon'm"“ __T0_§ 92_'?‘324*
G-3 SECTION o ' S -0 -

TIME DL ~ — ~ACTION .
AN our L f INCIDENTS, MESSAGES ORDERS _ —— uﬂW

092115H| 54 0.3 3/3 BITUATION AS OF 0918)0K VIPEIN 600 MBYEES OF ARVE
1/S RECBIVING KRAVY MOREAR FIRE, UROENT YOU RRPORT CURRENY
8ITUATION WHETHER GOLSED WITR 1/$ AND OASUALTIES :

09212858 | 55| B GEN HEXIBHRSON, 16;. 3, 1, BUBNIT YOUR DAILY ISUN THIS NQ

' AB OF 2600 70 AR LATER THAN 0300 2, SPORT REQUIRED
YOU REPORY CAPTURED ENEMY PERSONNEL AND DOCUMENTS AND. :qmrm-c
A TIME OF CAPTURED

| ogz2sH | 56 | ARTT BN GRP,R THO® AT VIC ob13W)

092127 57 | 2/7, REQES? AIR ON STA CON 100 900
0921308 | |8 | 2/7, BRQUESE 20 KNOW OCORDINATES 132319 OF FIRE MISSION VERRE

1 VO OOMPANY WERE REPORYID

0922200 ogzzzq 59 | 03 ®90 EELLOS WITH CLASS :vunvm;om YOUR AREA,

092218H | 60 | TF DELTHA, CANNOT OONTAQT RIPE PEAOK ALPEA. REQUEST 1 1‘“’
: GdPI¥e ABAP 8 CASES 7)62 JOR M

2 AS50AL 10 OASES M26 GRANADES § BOX
. g 0ARB3 MCIB 10 SLINGLOADS CP wzmm
CONTAINS 26 VAYIR CANS.

092132K . | 61| TP DELTA, ERQUES? ] HELO FOR SEIPMENT OF FILM ¥O DA NANG

0922158 {62 | TP DELE®A,
092240R 62 | 2/7, 1 HRLO RRAX OF 2/7 FAILED 0 ARRIVE L2 SPRUCE

INTERRIGATION OF RNTIHR BN REVRALS PROB, THIS HXLO TRAN
LANDED AY BITHER LSA OR YOUR LOCARION RRQUEST SRARCH OF
LSA AND YOUR LOCATION BE MADE FOR FOLLOWING MEDA LT. USY
SEHMET UBK. SAIN® USK. JAGKSON USks FRENCH USH DUMP2SOX USN
| - PLEASE ADVISE RESULTS MEG CONTACT NOTHING UNUSUAL TO REPORY

092241 63| TF DELTA, 3/3 TP DELTA WOULD LIXR 0 XWOV IF 3/3 S WODBR | /
YIRE,
092250 64| 0.3 LIAISON, URGRNT VB RNOINVE SITREP OF WLRYEST NOON £0
|  BATISFY REQUIRNMENYS OF NIGEER HRADQUARYARS
0923008 65| ¥ DELTHA, IN REF 20 YOUR LAST CONCEENING HELO n.numnﬁ

TBAK LAMDED THIS POSSITION REMAINING $HIS POSSITION

DECLASSIFIED
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3D MARINE DIVISION (m-:m) .FMF, DANANG, RYN - FROMpgoaocm 70 1002S0H
G-3 SECTION P 0523208 _ -
TIME w3 — ACTION
IN our ¢ NCIDENTS MESSAGES, OR TA
po2309H |66 | 7 pEIza, D0 YOU KNOW TP 3/3 IS WNDER FIRE
w3t |67 | ROWGO, I ROGUAHDS TO LAST MSG NEGSIVE
posisiie orGsh (60 | g 8 e foP FRBGR RN Plabe 70 B2 DISTaNTED-
. boe3i6H 69 | III MAP, MEWUEST FOLLCWING LMEDIATELY FOR H RVEST HOH
&, WIGH VOSTTICNS B, CASUALTIES C, UIENTICNS D, VC AID
. WEPOHS W
poz3zsu 70 | TADC, HOW 1/NY HELO'S WERE INVOLVED IN TUE LIFT FOR 3/3
223011 71 2/‘7 Ris {UST TO KNOW CUOMDINATES 132319 OF FIRE MISSION
2 1 VC COMPANY WSRE REPORTED
hmwosn 72 3/3 “RBQUEST HED EVAC ONE FAED WOURD 00D, 123919 REUEST
| HELD CONT WAREHOUSE My O LANDING GONTROL ASAP
hoo130d 73 | TRSK FORCE §9, FRAG CRDER 10 DEC %08 REF A, 1, ARVN
OFEXATIONS IN 2, MISSIQN REF A 3, A.
DIXIE DINER APIACK TO (BJKCTIVE C SUBSEJUAMT TO 0700 3,Bs
WAREHOUSE CONTINUES TO ATT CK NW AT FIno¥ LIGUT T0
ACMPLISH 1 I5SION 3,C, PROVISICHAL ARTY BN CONTINUES TO
SUPPORT TASK FORBE AND ARVN )4, RBQUEST FOR 10GISTIC
SUPPORT FROH LSA 5, ACKNOWLEDGED
f COOLSH h | othMar, 3/3 5 RECD FRGM 3/3 ) W0 IS PRESENTLY AP C MED
, v3/310wu7ma/9m33m
oo 308 75 | TF DEITA, RELAY TO RIPE PEACH ALPSA RUGGLES MIKE WRLL
HED 450 HE 180 WP ALL 15% HOW ASAP IN MORVING _
10001500 76 xaozmoh, RADIO CONVERSATION WITH MONROE 2l THAT SITiBP
- | OULD Ees-RLIAR HOT BE SR BY RADIO AS TNSTRUGC
BY xmamx! 6 SITREP WILL CQME SY COURRIER ON 10 DEC _
Toomou i /73 PICK UP FOINP O4931); 2 US PERSONEL 12 SECURE 12 ‘
: nmxm'mcmw LIGHTS 12 FRED 40,2 CALL SION DIXIE
1 TiBR 1 H 2 PASURNGERS
© hooeoo 70°| C MED, 10 KIA 3/3 20 WIA 3/3 JWIA 3RD 5O 3WIA 2/9 1 WIA
| 0| Taai 2832 WIA THOZ 3 WIA AA/P 1 KIA 190IT RETLLY,
uwu.n 061230
. hool7H 79 | 63 LIAIsO0N, DIXIE DINER RETS 3 VO KIA 3l VO SUSPECTS
! CAPEURED 3, BAR CAPIURED 3 §1 IM BYFOD CAPIURED 110 30
; 64% M3 AMMO CAPTURED WAREHUUSE RPTS 23 VG KIA ESTIMTE
l VC WIA UIX DUE TO NATURE GF PROBLAH
|
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3D MARINE DIVISION (REIN), _PMF, DANANG, RVN - mon@ 2000 _‘ 1008078
G-3 SECTION o o T & -

TINE L - " ACTION .
JIN. ouT_ »_INCIDENTS, MESSAQES, ORDERS _ : TA
0982000 raolgmmxua RELAYED RPT FM swmmmnmmmow»
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DECLASSIFIED
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SE N FILLED I
CLASSIFICATION
3D MARINE DIVISION (REIN), FMF, DA . i o
3.3 SECTION ( . ), PMF, DANANG, RVN FROM M 0
TIME "ge ' N _ T ACTION
IN____oUT ¢ . INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORIERS o T N
1 213 | #tis Ow3 LIATSGN
201 Q=3 ' , '
2/7 5, G MDD ¥ OOMPLITE OB GLDUER'S PSM, P AND Y WD
v ammmwmmaﬂﬁtmm). ‘
A 1132000 CHE WM3r (REDN) GLDMER G GIDERED 7O SEARGH
P PRSI PAT OBIPRALLY ALGH) GRID LYNE.O0 £0 5T AD
VATITATH OGEAOR WITH VO, 2/¥ 100MIO8 X, F, G A0 1,
(nzo973m), 271 12 VIOZNEY (Rr076303) :
, 211 Fis  10URCE w- 3
D08 VAR »3
Y0 CASUALRYES
72 TIA {mw)
15 KIA (POSSIILE HY GROUND)
62 KIA (POSSILE BY ATR)
23 Voo
138 vos
1 el
1 S
2 pAm
- ok AMOUHE GRIIADED
13 PACES
3 CARD DuIRS, (PASSED O TO 1AP)
1asy 218 tOPHE 26 $0 ACLES MIKB . ,
TOR MUTAIY 26 A OGHEACR LODISZI0 AREA POR DBWS1 AWISE PIXORA
| LIPS BLOOD LOCATED &R nA HAND HARDOR (21 2 MR REACTI U TRl
1asn mA HoPIY TO DIXIS DINER AD GLEZER  DAU4 132260
' PASS WORD OOMMURSEY  OC0E 34
11143018 21y U SO DISTRIOY CHIW REPOHPS VILLAQERS AT eIt
1. DrMOrorsATED AGATHSR ASTY FIRES, SEOURNIY 7EAIE FiQi I cozpe|
D PPIS WU DISPARCHED TO BREAK UP DEMHSTRATIN NI
AP LOIS,
wa 26| A (sro71323) 3/3  PIR POUND LOWO UAN SHED FOR 7 PBOPLE
SICITED DU DRITROYED,
WEIARSE 29| WP DO MOSH | O
| vo DiFaD PCS ALGHO BASE OF HIL VIC (BRO78208) OMMSINS &
DRSNS, TRECH LIVES WINH 30 PR TRENGHTS I FRONT P
PosT TS, THE DNIP UAS WIDHDN 200 YATDS CF P LASP NIMD,

DECLASSIFIED




WHEN FILLED

DECLASSIFIED

® | ®

SE

‘CLASSIFICATION |
3D MARINE mvxsxou (REIN). .FMF, DANANG, RVN FROM_ 10
G-3 SECTION . .

TINE g ' ——— ACTION .
N our__ . # ;ucmz_urs, MESSAQES, ORDERS — %ﬂ
muhen 29] (s&ﬁ}mmmmm?:ﬁm momm?aaﬁm :

SANG PON, UL BAHOD I HAGR (F D AA 0. -
OQ:0 « 1 THAHS « DOJ AND 37 VO3 HAVE ARRIVED A% MOFRE OF | |-
G0N 220 203200k ME9IADE RIVEIVED PAGH TIX HAP ARG LEMIT GROTD wj&wm
1231500 221 nm:m“mawmmmazmmawm
] | IXPICITATICH,
p S REIUK 1 00 | INPHE DG 1133201 .
HOUYIH BAN IXRY CAPTURED BY 8/7 (850730) o4 3 pig, aagém
O3Ay GLARNSS mammm?swmamz@ _
OGISITS &F § 0013 DISIGUATOR 1, 2y 3y B 0O HAD ésé.aw
AL M0, DEPAIRCD BANIO JULY 1965 AVRIVED TACTIAN .
DUt 3955, ARIVED QUAND MAM ENE OCF 65, 2 9PATES 1B BAD
TEARD m&* THE 36 nm:m% THE 300 AV Y
HAS X «* T IMYED QUAHD MAM
131,550 22! wm'mMzmmm?mmmm ) s woo
’Afmms FOR WOAPGH, 1 USMO WOUMDED UY ACCIDSUAL amvmn.
R BT coly | FuAl 7O YUK WOCK  D90s J1ALSH
KR . (WY YOU SI2D TAIGEES FOR AIR ASAP I7
R 228 |FRAI 2 PO FAAN 3 D20s ASTH
Tl ARG AIR TAXIEDS |
WOe 1. 090275 » 106275 VO ASSY ARCA
10¢ 2¢ 204270 VO SRORMIE AREA
110, 30 125280 « 135260 1385268 126208 RPGHMD v DATPALICN
10, Ly 05?"27 REPOTTED VO CQHPANY
S061 226 H}x'ﬁﬁ’ﬂ} 2/1, 3/3 AD 2/2 2001 2L4TH S
N0 VI UHIT DDA IFIOATYCH,  CVALUATE TO Lo Co A,
tmm ACTIVATE TADK PORSE G,

SECRET (WHE D IN
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SE ' D
CIASSIFIGATION

3D MARINE DIVIS " FWF. | a .
205" SEGTTON VISION (REIN), .FMF, mmq. RYN - FROM uﬁwﬁ 10 /// 7 irs 2/

TINE g T RGCTION .
_IN QUr . 4 . INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS . L r%m_w'

1318351 Josg| v pomme To momoe 3 ROy AMBeR )
0P SOVIDUARLS 0K OEITRATOR I3 LOGATED A IEIMRXE OF
W K, |

PARDIBIIT 200 R XAALLSH
f CORP3 700 RIOSIVED WORD PR T COTPS DAGS THAT MARNES
183 ARDA WORG UHDER R ANTACK AND UAVE B0 ALL AVATLABLE

h11s3tn ovol 7oATBets: 70 G-3, DY PUBLICITICH AC 138 HAS Bl OO AGHISIRAI
oY A 1L 4 TS FUSTIECH VINE Y RETURN B

L asd 6o3 70 v nxes, comnwn g B e POES TRE VLD
s SiLn IF DS ANIES I REY Q0000 Bg ORISR
90 1T ,

116301 las | o omes 7c 0@ 4 YOUR 1238588 RO SIGNIPL [ OLINACT IR

RET-MA 234 2/ 20 7T DN, 200 @ 22T OF 0BORYG 12 BANLL I3 In

SACE AT A5 ul Q00T :

wicsm]  |es3| ea goTr Dama, YOO AR U0 VIR U N0 OPEIR 21 TARL T

‘ Wi CP I8 T LB uA

11175 oy | er e 20 2/, o YOU 8 WISS SIP DIPOTEIN OASU IRTS

1A 12 0T PUR YOUR UNTE TE W) RETY SEIEL Wey VR
3 Troenars O ALL KTAS WIAS WIS TC 50T ANEL

TELAL UG Untn SOURTHG

(AR FRS: el 2/ e er oELpA, 0D aWD BOY S T8 8 R 0D PG UMY
s 0D oy

170 oso| T DEEE 90 33, ADVILS THLe DICE SPANIG Yok Boelid
L7 A L GAY P LY ASAP

?‘32?101 B BRI BOALACY & W7 J Bty PRI S U PefY Lo Ok

IG5 o3 o oPd LT 0 Ge3, BT GIRC N MIETRAY OABLINIL o W
1600 DosY - PIOAT KIA 2 IEVED 15 B PORAL WIA LT VD 77
1. ¢ res vea 90 X0 im) 0 Y6 D UL WS a0 1D DI
i EUILT 26 3 UAS VAL Y FOIGE 15 Lo oulmRe KY @
R i B CRRLE GRS PORAL (B DLl COGUITE 2h
WAL DD GuLI 6 3 Uss WAL ¥ PGOE
Thuote oIy 2 g 3mym IR .

2
48]
oo

p kLt

Ao

| 111003

1
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SE ' LLED
CLASSIFICATION
3D MARINE DIVISION (mu) mr DANANG, RVN - FROM <qancine . 10/ g
G-3 SECTION 2 A — W/EI-VEY el
TINE L ‘ T — . ACTION .
AN our . INCIDENTS, mssmzs, ORIERS o A
1117271 32| e 20 %0 s, DID KA OGN m,y YOUTRIDAY AS PLANLD 27 TN o
7.\}4 L'Zis"i{},« &1‘3%{3 é‘s BA ?‘?d 10 i M,Li w !gg fM? 10 Wit P33
'2 I t . 2 ,;{J r\ E‘
1117291 2hol 1386 m ’;‘I‘ VADRA, 0 (DU ShALL AR FIRE 0IuoT o0 HO0LAG
AT 162299 AT V100K D DIIF AT ‘m?u:m
111930 2l o 026 w0 2, AT A0 Y TR BAOK DU 0 VDD BRG

o 2 TR I HC“ AN UGE ALSG 16,1 90 Wi’ ﬂ%ﬁl‘xﬁb THGE
‘“3 Ol VelR LR A% BY TOICHCY IP JTLL DT SRivicih

1117550 ol .Ji TU TP DAy AD GTIKINe W)ﬁa{x{h AL 30 u-} il:; 5.4
"Zs i fﬁ"-’ "C “‘? 1"”“".3!: oS 12 o AIOHS AR THT VO UELL

"‘7}.&&2 ' 2l3l g 16 P c/’ n H u{!fﬂ? {H mfﬁs AW THORE i'&)fi’.&&i}ﬁ

¥ “‘ﬂ P 2f1 To TP DELPA :
180001 A A DU TR umigA, 21 SIS 2/ GBJ SISO N SiRal

f DIV Ow3t U0 STRREP AS GF 13A800H, INOLUDE

| oy | 1aoony @] iz
/ TGP IGMTICIS, GAUALTTED FLIMDLY A LMY, PEUAS

ou
;’ o—.f} ;_'zi. 3" vz‘u \chrf“t‘ﬁ VI—M Wl.
5 LA W0l AC TG 2/l DISRDAI MY LAST [30,, LDADDE DRRIR AND fr&ma
) PR, :EFM&%{@GE?&B{‘ZJBY o2 HSAHS,
' (& R FOH a7l 2/ o P raTa, 277 B 1S L TILL HOVE ©0 8 TR JAY TO
A (6d
Viusen 0 ve 00N o /7, 1 00E INDICITES V8 VO RGE GP I8 ILUT
' o 062808
11130 Aol o DuIRA °0 3/3 2/1 &M, OGS HY DBUIR S QIVAIF T0 DICLUDD

1C=m:i P% .w*{s m:tmr mez CASGALTT t:ca,;“u:::.a y MAS ALY

| R R FSE s 2/‘1 31&1:5, m P z?:*:r LIGE LU io'a WpEL GRS A 26
1 Cvn 8 B VIOUSLT €058
119es 51 «ﬂ NOGE D EE A TTROHDG AHD BUHIUE Lac LED VIC BASU HILL
Ko7 B Tae 200, o

11530 &5 AP GeR TO Q 3y iy 0D P T 00T DAL TUAT Nodil. T
R DL AR A M1 Y OAD ACE A 1AV ROO OALL AV !*-:w
PL e LEDY RGOV af DELTA THAY HO VO 07 KA 40O ﬂﬁ

1119531 o e ?:}:._-‘E'A a% A o0 maem UNID JIS“QT 5 A
D Ao o7 oM T 075296 "ﬁ'*‘“"ﬂmm | '

, | SECRET . FLLLED IN
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34 Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G=2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN

00NN ™ L 2050

TIME
IN § OUuT

ngn
NO

DTG

INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS

ACTION
TAKEN

LARNARN:

111630

ﬁ-shn

112030?

1120358

1 203011

253

254

255

256

257

259

260

CCNT: FRIENDLY CASUALTIES O1 KIA 02 WIA CAPTURED
RDS (F 30CAL AIZI0 VG SONG BOCK AND ASSORIED

PITOGRUHE 2 VO KIA BY BODY COUNT 30 BY EST 30 VO
S:O0ED VIC 085207 TAKEN UNDER FIRE EST 10 VC KIA

TF DELTA T0 G-3, 1/6 SPTS 200VC BODIES VIC CHAU
LAY 3 BT 108329 IAUTO RIFLE 5 RIFLES 2000 ans F
ASSORT AMMO

BW Ol RO'D ALL WORE WE:ING LOT PROUN MATWRIAL I
ADOV 2ND GRP BSERVED BT 003351 WEANING LGT DI
HATERTAL TiOVING W O ROAD AO CHECKED 2ND TIMB THH
CLISG AnB: IS TARGET FORH & I

POSIPION CODRD BT 098279

Gw3 TO TRIWAPS,TF DELTA NEED TO KNOW IF AnC LIOI
SHEPUTED FOR 12 DEC IF POSTPCGHED 2L HRS OR IP
POSTONED Ii! POST:OMED INDIPINITELY REQ ADVISE E

2/1 TC TF DEITA, IN ADDITICH TO NCRIAL RUSUPFLY
IR0 WE NELD FOLLOWING S0 BA 270 264 CA-ES
ATICHS 100 WATER CANS 3 BB 451 ARE READY FOR
CHARGIIG 3 GF TENTS BROUGIT YESTERDAY WERE
REPULNED AND WE WOULD LILE TO ODTAIN THESE ASAP

2/7 TO ¥ DELTA, TF DELTA 6 FRAS ORDER HCDIFIED T
WVEITIER FPEDP CO CULTINUED ADVANCE mdog;nﬁlgo?
LLOpPOs: \DIHG ELRMENTS Y0P HILL 30H
i e G PERIMERTHR DEFENSE +ROUND
CP A7 BT 084302 T0 06832 TO BT 064299 TO 06L30k
2/7 F REMAINS ON OBJECTIVE C COORD DEFENSE WITH
3/3 2/1 H ON OBJECTIVE 7 I FRIENDLY WIA FROM
ACCIDENTAL JUN SHOP 2 VO A-PRIEIENDED 2 VCS APPRE
JIFNDED CO W SWESP UP HILL 4O7 REUVELD S CAL
POSTIICH 10 C.SES 50 CAL AMMO FOUND I BANGALORE
TCHPEDO FOUND PIECE OF FILLD PHONE I CAICUFLAUGEX
LELIT D OLD $0 CAL FOSITICN HAD BLOCD IN THEM 10
CASES 50 CAL AND I B NGALORE PORCFDO BURIED,

TF DELTA TO 3/3, REQUEST DM“EDIATE DFORMATION
Oll LOCiTION AND CIRCUMSTANC:S SURROUNDING CAPTURR
OF VC DOC!TENTS @Apeyaw OF PERTIOULAR INTEREST
IS A BLU= BOOK OF I AND d¢ ITNCHES THICK FCRUARD
AND DIFRM O TIME AND PLACE

7F DYITA TO G-3, BT 024345 ABS GROUP OF PEOPLE :?Im

) 00

-y

GRP NAD

TF DELTA 90 2/7 2/1, BE AVISED TTQ IN YOUR VIC GLOSEST YOUR

DECLASSIFIED
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2d Marine Division

(Rein) ,FMF

COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
1120808 T0
TIME g ACTION
IN | OUT NO | DTG INCIDENTS, MS8GS, ORDERS TAKEN
1121008 261 TF DELTA TC 3/3, A FOx PERIGD 111800H TO 120600H
B 77 © 68 D VARIABLE ¢ SIZE JARCH?® E 500 FT
OVER C°ST LA ERED TO 10000 FT F LIOHT RAIN AlD w&
3 G (GAFBLE JNABLE TO COPY)
1121301 202 TF DELTA T0 3/3 2/7 2/1, DO YOU 1I-VE KAC 138 AJ
REPLY ASAP
1121474 203 7?7 0 ©F DELTA, DO NCT HVE COPY KuC 138 id
1121451 20 TF DELTA TG 2/7, (MiSSED WORD) STATIUN (HISSED
WORD) RELAY TO DASC WIEN YOU “RE UNABLE TO
COUP-CT YOUR REOUEST
1 1551 265 1:1 HAF TO Gw3, RECIVED VAP NO i3 RE ARC LIGIN
- 12 DRC MBSSAGE READDRsSSED TO TF DWIZA OVER
COViIR:D CIRCUIL QUO39M CENTER,
1119161 206 TF DA TO Ge3, SICU 2tk ITEM 7 B T0 C D 600
PASS 70 1AJ D
112000} 267 TF DEL.A TO Ge3, MuuX ¥ THI LIEN 23 TEARS GLD,
WOUTIDED CIV AY 11VE INFO bVwi TO ..RVN HGSP
DANANG WOUNDID IN HAND AND LEG WOUNDED UPPER
HAD AND B ARM
1122151 268 34D AR TO 3RD MARDIV, MESSAGE YOUR MR S0 ARC
LIAD SCHLDULE REMAINS 12079cH RPT 120755H
DIRECTION GF ATT CK IS 030 DIRSES REMAIN
KINLH 3 K FRGM AREA
1122501 269 2/1 TO TF DELTA, TOTAL EFFECTIVE STREHGTH 39
| UFFICERS AND 1798 ENLISTED TODAYS CARYIXIES
: KIA 9 WIA § (COULD NOT COPY REMAINDER)
. 112328 270 TF DELTA 70 G-3, NEOATIVE CEMTACT WITH JOYRID:
11238 2n 2/A T0 TF DELTA, THE NUMBERS ON LAST MESSAGE
WFLECT ONLY PLRSONNEL
1122531 272 TF DLITA TO 2/, CHICK YOUR 5. ACKLES STRENOTH
r REPORPLD DOES NOI WonK oUT
123011 273 TP DIITA TO 2/, OVEZLAY WILL BE DELIVERED AT
FRST LIGE
"
jr
|
%
|
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DECLASSIFIED

34 Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G=2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
120000 10 [200¢Ss
TIME "N ACTION
IN | OUT NO DTG INCIDENTS, MBGS, ORDERS TAKEN
aeraee 27, Gf LIAISON, 03, ARTY 105 Mi MISSIONS 7 CBS 25 UN
1200038 1%6'*unﬂ§wwmuo‘msnm1oalms

6 TUBES UPs NO ACTION

1200041 275 G3 LIAISON, @3, 2/1 REC'D OCCAS SNIPTER FIRE VIC
(mm7295) rIrk PROM VIC BASE OF HILL 407 (BP
075288) LELMS D/D MOVING FROM NLV W/ OL AT moocq
VIC (Bro81295) D/a E & G DETACHED TO REVERT T0
PAREI® CRG, AT APPROX 11325°H HELILIFT GLeE &
H INP, L2 VIC 077295 & LIFT CQMPIETE AT 111500H
AND BN BIDAN RCUNDABCUT MOBEMENT 70 SE ARAIVING
AT NIOHE PN VIC (Bro87285) AT APPIOX 1730 WFO
MEUTTIO SIGNIFICANT RESISTAICE BN SUSTAINED 1
KTA AND 2 WIA 101600w111800H, 50 ACTICH

12355H 276 03 3ROMARDIV TO OG 3mx«m,
REF: YCUR # L 112250
SUBJs OPERATION HARVEST MOON
AUDIOL PSY WAR OPHNS
1, SUBJ HISSION AP::0/ED FCOR 121000H IF TACTIOAL
SITUATION PERMITS,
2, CUGGESTED LOCATIONS FOR SUBJ OPERATICNS
A, GC (m} T0 (BT1125)

B. GS (BTOG2L gm‘cqzh) (B"‘0623) amd (Brmaa)
Ce 1:‘% égmsai 70 (sr:'u.n ) 70 (

« AQ A/C CHUCK IN WITH DASC, 34,6 RPT 3d4b
m FOR CCOEDINATION AND CONTROL AND AREA c:.wmdx

311122} XXX s 277 BOEN PIRT, 70 3/3, 2/, 2/1,
| FRAG CEDER 3,88
J..A. curmzm I5Us
?. IEULY NO CHANGE, USAR
2e wn TUUE SEARCH AND DESTHOY CPERATICNS FROM
OPLiATION OVSRIAY 7O BE HISEHEBUTED,
3.Ay CONTLUE OVER ATTACK W TH 2/1 WHILE EXCUTICNS
HELO BOIG ASINALT WITH 3/3 A 2/7.
Be 2/1 AT COORD (THIZPLIH) CONTINUE ATTACK IN |
SAME DIRECIION COMMENCING AT (ZPSTEKed).
Ce 3/3 IXCUTE HRLI BORNATTACK ON PREVIOUS
DISTINATED IZ AND EXCUTE SBARCH A DESTROY
OPuiAy IOHS (AS Priiy INSTH FCR BGEM PLAT, 2/7
IEXCUPE HELT BORH ASUAULT O LZ TO BB nnsmmw
T2:E0IA ELY FOLIOGING 3/3 LIFT. EXCUTE SEARCH)
AYD DSTROY @PSRATIONS IN DIRECTIGN : DISGUSSED
WITH 3ROMARDIV 3A, (2)LBAVE REULPORCE UNIT N
HILL [O07 (MINV) FOR SURVIALENCE AND REACTION

DECLASSIFIED
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3d Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

=2 JOURNAL . DANANG, RVN
3200L44 T0 lzaézl .
TIME ngn ACTION
IN | QUT NO DTG INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS TAKEN
11131228 277 CONI‘WUED, LIFT REQUIRED,

E,

F. ARIY BN GRP, BE PREPARED TO DISPLACE ALL UNITH,.

G 1, (F ALL FIRES SUPPLY NERDED AT PRESENT
PON HBQUIRED TO JUMP (FF, LINE FIVE COMl.
RELAY STATION 70 BE LSTABLISHED ON HILL
(DMEC), ACKNOWLEDGE ALL OHDER AND OPERATICH

u.23501# 278 2/1 TO TF DELTA, ACKNOWLEDGED (COULDN'T CUFE)
X5, NO ACTION

11235 279 TF DELTA TC 3/3, 2/7, 2/1, SUBMIT LIST ASAP OF
CAPTURED WEAPONS, EQUIFMENT AND (COULDN'T COPY)s

REQUIRE CQMPLETE INFO PENDING ARRIVAL T1::IS CP
WHEN WILL, GEAR B: EVACUATED TO G2, MNO ACTIWN

132357‘ 280 TF DEIT: TO UMK, 2/1 AT srﬁ (& PI IH) CONTINUE
ATTACK IV (COULDN'T COPY) DIRECTION COMENOING
1208001,  NO ACTION

120002% 281 TF DSLTA TG TAC, WEATHER AT CP 120000H OVERGAST
LiGIT BADN LIGIT JIND OSILING 800 TO 1000, NO ACH
aoeesol nua*' 282 G3 £0 63 LI ISN, SUBMIT CASUALTY DREAK DOWN
OF FADDLY ND SNEMY UNITS TO COVIR PERICD 1024

20 112L,00H, REPORT REQUIRID BY ¥ O20CH,

ua;ooﬁx 283 a2,
1. DIST CHIZF QUL SON REPORTED VC CO DUG IN
(BTOl832)L) (Br0o53326) (BroSTI2h) AVC BN LOCATED
MOVED FROM HILL 270 TO (PT030310) (Br013318)
2, 52 ARTY LNO REIAYED Q 1IN 8S BRIGE (BTOS0300.)
I 1 TMED ON BOTH SIOES OF ROAD AlD ENDS (F BRIDG
1 VC BY (BPOGS265) 200 VG AT (BTOBO2GONBI090290 ﬂ
L00 VC AT (DT090360 XN ON BOZH SIDES OF RIVER
(Br099360) VC DEAD AHD WIA (BTOT50LO)
3. ADVH ASEY AW PREVIOUS VC XX LOCATION (BT
0 934)) T0th BY LOCAT-D (DT125260) (BTA25275)
60th Bl LOGATID (Br105290) (BT095286) TIIE B
UNITS ARE EVAC MANY WIA TO (Bra3L265) WKD (BT
045275) IFCO AT mzoohssg BEDNG MOVED TO RIVER
UK ANOTHER CO (DT227416) ERMOTH.R CO (Pr168330]
WOKilRS HOVED VC KIA, WIA AND CAP? BQUIP DURIIG
HIGHE 5@9 DEC 7O (DT102273) 1 VC BN LOCATID

280) (Br1sL280, 15428 82682, 17128
e e o B e o et 110

DECLASSIFIED
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3d Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE SECTION

G-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN

2o 70 LIOI0H.

TIME
IN | OUT

"JH
NO

DTG

INCIDENTS, MS5GS, ORDERS

ACTION
_TAKEN

1123008

12001;5:¢

o

-

: neshol

283

285

200
237

268

CONMPIIED, RI7 ALED SO CAL M3 PSHS g CASES CF

50 CAL AMMO, BANGALOH TORPEDO, ONE HEIMMM, PSNS
HAD BLOOD IN THEM,
5. CO £ 3/3 (BTO71323) RECOVERED 100 CARBINE RDS
12 "RUSSIAN SHELLS® 30 CAL, 200 BAMBOO SIGNAL
D UMS, 300 MITI-HELO STA:EBS , 3 VC FLAGS, 8000
LBS RICE (DESTROYED) AND VC DUCUMENTS,

«f1 8 TOIF LiILA 2,

a, 2/1

B, Fics1 102400 TO 112400 DiC

Gy RCEIVED (HLY SPORATIC SNIPER FIRE VIC (DT
06208) 1 VO SU:REHDERED T0 2/7 °H* vEe (BPOT0294

L

2/t "9 ) VC SHI ER VIC (BTO55298) WEA: G315 SEARCHW

L REGATIVE,
B, 2 VO CAPTURED } DELIEVED POSSIHLYE VIP SUBJECT
SPADED 200-300 MEN O GBJRCTIVE 7 3 VO CAPTURED
VIC O0L31 1 CAMTLIDCE BELT WIPH CARBTNE A0,

DISTLRUY:D BY 2, 2/7 UHY POUMD 10 BOX S 50 CAL
A20 VIC (B:072264) DURIED HUTEL ALSO HEPCRTED
VAN CACHING GUN FSNS SOME CUVEHED WITH BLOW

(50T OF MESOAGE T TRANS)

TF DEEZA T0 3/3, REVORT HECEIVED THRCUGHT

FUL 5 UTHBS ARS LOUAT-D AP COORD (31-13'6!‘8%,

11273, 328, 111278, 147261
2/1 20 3/3, HAVE F ARTY FO 27,2 QAOU

ADVISOLS, MIKS LG A0 WER T/A BrOSO3LS
DIFCi3S EXCLLLET COVLIIRGE, 1ANY, MANY, MANY
KIA o WIA, NO2 ABLD TO COUNP LUL 90 DISPURSION
MIS: TGN TIRED ARV 155% 4NB MIKE [TRY 15518
REPOIT IMONITORED APPROX 111800 BN FROM AC NIT BY
IREAIDIV i,

A TIOUIDCH D RADIC SOIVIRBATION FUR ADVISORS TO

ADVISOR:S BRAVO RIVEAL'D AO FLIM OVIL: TARGET ARHA

(3090345 ) AFTER ARVN 1588 AlD NMIKE BIRY 155's
EHY FIRED AGAINST RAPORLED 300 VO, AO REPCRIEY
EXCILIINT COVERAGE OF TARGED THAT B SIGHTED

PADY, DAY, FANY, VO KIA AND WIA, AC WAS UHA'L [E

COUNT CAUUALZLLS BRCGAUSGHE THLY WURE SO WIDELY
DISPZRSUD, NI WAS MONITORED AT 111600H,

IAF G2

3. I I corps TOC
B, 111650n
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33 Marine Division (Rein),FMF
COMBAT' INTELLIGENCE SECTION

-2 JOURNAL DANANG, RVN
- 1202000 10/ QC3YSH
TIME ngn ACTION
IN jour | wo | Dre INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDERS TAKEN
1123408 288 CONI TNUED )
S, Br090345-87098360 A%
hoovc OBS'D ARTY FIRED FROM QUE SON & THAU | felpem
BIN, WERZ MANY BODIES OBS'D, NO BOY COUNP REC'D | & &%

ABUSH onsm VIC BT186380.BT189369 CALLED IN
ARTY, 10 NES RECID, LeNeNH}

120121& 289 7 DELPA, SUBMIT REQUIRED FOR SUPPLIES TO BE
Jmlmam ON PSN BEIWESN FIRS? LIGI AND 0730,

120155 290 IF DELDA TO 2/7, 3/3, /A, A
HATERIAL, Pmﬂmfwm * A DTS WO T Ce
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