ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT

General

OLIVER P SMITH
U.S. Marine Corps (Retired)

Mr. Benis M. Frank, Interviewer

Hiétoriéol-Disiision, Headquarters, U.S. Mdrine Corps
Washington, D.C.

1973



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20380

FOREWORD

This typescript, the transcribed memoir of General
Oliver P. Smith, USMC (Retired) results from a series of
tape-recorded interviews conducted with him at his home in
Los Altos Hills, California during 9 and 11-12 June 1969
for the Marine Corps Oral History Program. As one facet of
the Marine Corps historical collection effort, this program
obtains, by means of tape-recorded interviews, primary source
material to augment documentary evidence. '

Oral History is essentially spoken history, the oral
recall of eyewitness impressions and observations recorded
accurately on tape in the course of an interview conducted
by an historian or an individual employing historical meth-
odology and possibly the techniques of a journalist. The
final product is a verbatim transcript containing histori-
cally valuable personal narratives relating to noteworthy
professional experiences and observations from active duty,
reserve, and retired distinguished Marines.

General Smith has read the transcript and made only
minor corrections and emendations. The reader is asked to
bear in mind, therefore, that he is reading a transcript of
the spoken rather than the written word. General Smith has
placed a restriction of OPEN on the use of both his inter-
view tapes and transcript. This means that a potential
user may read the transcript or audit the recording upon
presentation of appropriate credentials.

Copies of this memoir are deposited in the Marine Corps
Oral History Collection, Historical Division, Headquarters,
U. S. Marine Corps, Washington, D. C.; Special Collections,
Butler Library, Columbia University, New York, N. Y.; Oraﬂ;l
History Collection, United States Naval Institute, Annapolis,
Maryland; the Manuscript Collection, University of California
at Berkeley; and the Manuscript Collection, Breckinridge
Library, Marine Corps Development and Education Command,
Quantico, Virginia. ‘
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GENERAL OLIVER P. SMITH, USMC (RETIRED)

General Oliver P. Smith, highly decorated combat veteran
of World wWar II and the Korean Conflict, was advanced to four-
star rank on retirement, 1 September 1955, by reason of having
been specially commended for heroism in combat.

General Smith was awarded the Army Distinguished Service
Cross for extraordinary heroism in Korea during November and
December 1950, when he led thellst Marine Division in its
epic breakout from the Chosin Reservoir area. 1In the face of
sub-zero temperatures and the onslaught of eight Chinese
Communist Divisions, his division broke the enemy strangle-
hold and completed a fighting 70-mile march to the seaport of
Hungnam in thirteen days. The general took command of the 1lst
Marine Division in June 1950, and after assembling it in the
Far East, led it in the Inchon assault, the Inchon-Seoul
fighting, the Chosin Reservoir operation, the first UN Counter-
Offensive, and the fight against the Communist China Spring
Offensive of 1951. For his service in Korea, he was also
awarded the Army and Navy Distinguished Services Medals, the
Silver Star Medal, and the Air Medal.

During World War II, General Smith commanded the 5th
Regiment, lst Marine Division, for the Talasea phase of the
Cape Gloucester operation in March 1944. 1In the fall of
that year, he participated in the Peleliu campaign as Assist-
ant Division Commander of the lst Marine Division. For the
joint Army-Marine Corps Okinawa operation in 1945, he served
as Deputy Chief of Staff with the Tenth Army.

General Smith was born 26 October 1893, in Menard, Texas.
He attended the University of California, Berkeley, California,
where he graduated in 1916. He reported for active duty as a
second lieutenant in the Marine Corps on 14 May 1917.

The following month he was assigned his first overseas
tour at Guam, Marianaé)lslands, where he served with the
Marine Barracks, Naval Station. 1In May 1919, he returned to
the United States for duty with the Marine Barracks at Mare
Island, California.

Ordered to sea duty in October 1921, General Smith
served as Commanding Officer of the Marine Detachment aboard
the USS Texas until May 1924. At that time he was ordered
to Marine Corps Headquarters, Washington, D. C., for duty
with the personnel section.

Returning overseas in June 1928, he joined the Gendarmerie
d'Haiti, Port-au-Prince, as Assistant Chief of Staff. Follow-
ing his return from fioreign shore duty in June 1931, he became
a student at the Field Officer's Course, Army Infantry School,
Fort Benning, Georgia.



Graduating in June 1932, he was ordered to duty at the
Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, Virginia, as an instructor
in the Company Officers' Course. In September 1933, he was
named Assistant Operations Officer of the 7th Marine Regiment
at Quantico.

General Smith sailed for France in January 1934, where
he joined the staff of the Ameriecan Embassy at Paris for duty
with the Office of the U. S. Naval Attache. From November
1934, to July 1936, while in Paris he studied at the Ecole
Superieure de Guerre.

He returned to the United States in August 1936, and
joined the staff of the Marine Corps Schools at Quantico, as
an instructor in the Three Section, (Operations and Training).
General Smith was transferred to the West Coast in July 1939,
where he joined the Fleet Marine Force as Operations Officer
at the Marine Corps Base, San Diego, California.

In June of the following year he became Commanding
Officer of the lst Battalion, 6th Marines, and in May 1941,
sailed with the Regiment for Iceland where he remained until
returning to the United States in March 1942.

In May of the same year the general was ordered to Head-
quarters, Marine Corps, Washington, D. C., where he became
Executive Officer of the Division of Plans and Policies.

He remained in this capacity until January 1944, when he
Jjoined the lst Marine Division on New Britain. There he took
command of the 5th Marines and subsequently led the regiment
in the Talasea phase of the Cape Gloucester operation.

In April 1944, he was named Assistant Division Commander
of the lst Marine Division and participated in operations
against the Japanese in the Peleliu operation during September
and October 1944.

General Smith became Marine Deputy Chief of Staff of the
Tenth Army in November 1944, and participated in the Okinawa
operation from April through June 1945.

In July 1945, the general returned to the United States
and became Commandant of the Marine Corps Schools, Quantico,
and in January 1948, was named Commanding General, Marine
Barracks, Quantico, in addition to his duties at the school.
Three months later he became Assistant Commandant of the
Marine Corps and Chief of Staff, Headquarters Marine Corps,
washington, D. C.

Named Commanding General of the lst Marine Division in
June 1950, General Smith led his division through the bitter
campaigns of the Korean conflict -- from the late summer



assault at Inchon, to the sub-zero winter drive north to
the Chosin Reservoir.

In November 1950, with the lst Marine Division sur-
rounded and vastly outnumbered at Chosin, he directed the
breakout and subsequent 70-mile march to the seaport of
Hungnam.

General Smith returned to the United States in May 1951
and was assigned duties as Commanding General, Marine Corps
Base, Camp Pendleton, California.

In July 1953, he assumed his final duties as Commanding
General, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic, and served in this
capacity until his retirement, 1 September 1955.

His medals and decorations include: the Distinguished
Service Cross, the Distinguished Service Medal (Navy), the
Distinguished Service Medall (Army), the Silver Star Medal,
Legion of Merit with Combat "V" and Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze
Star Medal with Combat "V", the Air Medal, the Presidential
Unit Citation with three stars, the Navy Unit Commendation,
World War I Victory Medal, the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal, Haiti, 1929-31, American Defense Service Medal with
base clasp; European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal,
American Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with
three stars; World War II Victory Medal, National Defense
Medal, Korean Service Medal with five stars, U. N. Korean
Service Medal, Haitian Distinguished Service Medal with
diploma, the Order of the Orange Nassau, Rank of Commander,
Korean Order of Military Merit with Silver Star, and Korean
Presidential Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster.
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GENERAL ©.P. SRITH, USHC
(Retired)

Interviswed by: Mr. Benis M. Frank

Place: At the Geneval®s home in Los Altos Hills, Calif.

Session 1 - 9 June 1969

Tape 1, Side 1

By I would like to say, General, that'it‘éba Vefyvrafe privilege
for us to be here talking't@ y@q, and to haﬁevyau~parti@ipéte in
this progrem. |

| If 1 may, sir, I'd like to go back to before April 1917, and
talk about y@urvfamily ané childhood. I see that }ﬁu ugre bogrn

in Texas.

Gen. Smiths Yes, I was born in Menard, Texas, on aet@heé_ZEth 1893.
fly fathér was a lawysr, and he died when 1 was aboubl seven years old.
My méther then moved to Aﬁstini and thaﬁ‘im 1903 we came to
Califgréia and settled in Senta ﬁ;ﬂz.- it was a rather hard struggle
for my mother. I had an o¢lder ﬁééthar,‘aﬁd hévéidn't get a chance
to go to college -- he went to work when he got out of high scheol

to help nut,'hut I went on to college. I.had exactly five dollars
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in my pocket when I lsnded in Berkeley. Of course I had paid my
feas._ I got a job and I joined §§;~fratarmity, and made most of
my money after the first year at gardaning.v

I was in what was called the Caliéga of Commerce. I majored
in economics, fy idea at'?irst was to go intﬁ the censular saruice;
and then I got the idea of going in the foreign service of the
Standard 0il Company, end I put in an applicatien for that typé
of duty. What tﬁéy,did was, they sent you to New Yerk and you
spent & year in tfainimg,'l think, with the Vaecuum 0il Cempany,
and'theﬁ you were sent out under caatract; you had to be unmarried,
you stayéd aut-three years, and then you came back and they didn't
carevmhat you did after thet. The pay was very good.

Yorid War I came aleng, and I laended in the Marine Corps.

The Marine ﬁnrps offered ten commissions to graduates of the
nnlwerSLQQ}if?ﬁgb was, the toutbreak of Uorld War I « All that mas
necessary for commissioning was to have the raﬁ&mmendation‘nf the
professor of military science and tactics, and two or three letters
of raﬁsmmahdatimﬁ, I took advantage of that ﬁte@rﬁm, and was
~commissioned a second lieutenant in the reserve on apvil 17th 1917.
I was sworn in by Lt. Col. H.C. Haines of the A & I, (I guess he's
long since dead) in his office in San Franciscoe at 3@11&1 Gtreet, |
which is right near the Palace HQJﬁele There were about 30 of
these college men from West Coest colleges that came in on this
pregram,7and we wers all o:dered to repcrt(ggractiVB duty on flare
Island on May 15th 1917, which we did. (Quantico wes not yet
aaﬁabiished at thtt time. It didn't come along until July. The
'mare Island pedple’didn't know just'what to do with these callgge

boys coming in there, and what training we got was very rudimantary.
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We did clese erder dril%; wz stood up and recited paragraghs from

the Inf‘antry brill /Qegulatians, and we had white painted stones

to represent grenade practia%ﬁ and

that was about it.

1 dida't know until later that the Marine Corps at that time
was looking to the future end wanted to have an expaditionary force
to send to France, and they needed some qualified officers. 5o
they began pulling in qualified company officers from foreign
statiens for eventual use in this expeditionary force. Suddenly
they picked out ten of us emong this group of about 358 young officers
at Mers Island, and ordered us to the Far Eastj six of us to Guam,
feur of us to other stations in the Far East. We were sent out
in the retic of twe lieutenants for one captain pulled out, and

we sailed from San Francisco on ths USAT Sheridan on June 5th 1917.
Jraming

(7;wa_ v
There was an interastin%ﬂan chat ship. On the Sheridan,

You can see thers waes not much chance for

traveling as a casual, was Captain Davis, s Negro officer, whe

had been commissioned by President Theodore Roosevelt. The guarter-
master of the ship,(he ran thess Army transports) asked Capt. Davis
if he'd mind eating in his statercom. Well, Davis said he

preferred to eat in ihe wardroom. So the guartermaster came around
us young lieutenants and he said, "@ould you mind having Capt. Davis
at your table?" And we said, "Certainly not, we'd be glad to haveg
him." And he sat at the head of sur table; he vas a fine gantleman
and he gave us a lot of good in?armatiag;ﬁé had been in the service

for a long time. ‘ ' o

@t Benjamin Davis?
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Smith: VYes. He's the fellow whe became a brigadisr general and
was a trenblg;éhaater‘iﬁ-tﬁg Pentagon in Yorld WEr‘i{j and his son

is mow a lisutenant benersl in the Air Force.

Gt May I ask you one thing, General? Had you hearé of the Marine

Corpe before you applied?
Smith: No.

G: You had no idea of what it was?

| all
Smith¥ I had no ides exc@pt thers was this appartunitzf we wégged
//5
f&d to gat into something, you sea. is Terrt

o

Lt. Col. Raznes!ﬁﬁ% zg ry fine gentleman, and he talked to us
gev

“a
and he told us zﬁ%hthe beauﬁias of a regular commission and zll
that «- he sauw thet these college boys had possibilitice. But we

-weren't interssted in that; we told him we just came in for the war

)
and when the war was over we vanted to gat out. Bubt he put us
e B e S e e ot itoyes,.a
down for o regular commission, I found out later that ¥ pesxoR

N
probahigaaryciii /SA@ I didn't know it at the time, I started cut as

& reserve. Is that égpugh an that?
Tilaw!

g: Yes. 'Eut/ who @1l§e wes there at margg Was Silverthorn theare

with you?

Smiths No. He was at Mare Island, but he belonged to that crowd -

they had to hide us frem these people because they wersn't very
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o Lty
proeud of this bunch of college studsnts waawing&%h&ee UNiforns < —
$ful the recruiters had been ersund the University of Minnesota,
and had practicelly enlisted the entire junior or senior class,
. : . a 4l

and Silverthorn was one of these. They wsre, brought to flare )
. o | | | 0tF Akl
Island, and they were in the booet camp when we were in a stockade,
And a great many of those fellows got commissions later en. jaﬁnny
Beckett and Elmer Hall -~ all thoss, they got commissioned.later on.

I forget who, but theé® were a lot of very Pine peupla there.

We got to Cuem on July 1. L&. Col. Berkeiey was in command.

He is the father of Lt. Cen. Phil Berkeley.
G: Randolph Berkeley, the medal of honor winner.

Smith: VYes. And later Maj. Manwaring toock over. He did the best
he could for us. He establiched schools. We didn't know anything,

and he gave us lectures, and we uwerp immediately assigned to various

posts of duty. ' “ ) B '
_ NQJELZ#%fZ lzz
There is no need to go intqﬂwheé suam, conedisbed-of. Thers were

only about 12,0080 pesple on Guam when we got there, and most of
those lived in the caepital city of Agana, and they all had farms
out in the sﬂuﬁtry. fbay‘d start out at varying times during the
sarly morning on their bull carts to go to their farms and put in
an hour or two of work and come home at night. We had ZST%aadaQ
e only Had 18 miles of car“roads, that's all there wagj that
connected Sumay andwaé%%”%) and little bit else.

Sﬁt‘zﬁe garrison that wes dn Guam consisted of the ﬁ%adquartera
gbmpany and three rifle companies: the 40th, 4lst and 42nd é%mpanies.
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The #%aﬁQuarters é%mpany and 40th gbmpaﬂy were im Agana, and the

4lst and 42nd in Sumay. I wound up in Agena and I had very good

jobs at different time§} I was editor of the Guam "Newsletter",
mess officer, adjutant, company officer, and wound up as company.

commander. Just befores we young officers arrived out there, Cuam
Crises,

had goene through a couple of Coape irs. First, the commaending

of ficer of the station ship, Capt. Cronin had relieved and placed
under arrest the governor of the island, Cept. Maxmelg, as being
mentally incnmpetentQ The Navy rushed over & replacement and ordered
Capt. flaxwell hnmef Unfortunately for Capt. Cronin, who was a very
fine officer, the board of mediecsl examiners in the United States
said fMexwell was sane, Tﬁat finished Crenin's career.

The other crisis built up on the sve of the outbreak of World
ar I. 1In 1915 a German raider, the E°§ Eaﬁgé been chased into
the harbor at Guam by # Japanese destroyers and was interned by us.
The German officers were very ceoperative with the colony, and for
a couple of years relations were wonderful. But there wers about
488 men'on that ahip «- more than in the gérrison of CGuam <~ and
6raﬁih (that was one of the reasons he relisved flaxwell) felt he
hadn't taken stepﬁ}aa Dar @was appraachlng to da‘igggthlng about
the 853&”9§aﬁﬁ}hey took away the-gi;ggg mechanieg@ the Germans
1mmed1at91g)1n the machana sh&e,manufactured new ones.

Well, the new gnuernar, whe was a very fine a??icer, Capt.

Roy C. Smith, raaiizsd that ;F they put the pressure on the paptain'
ef the Cermoran ,'when,ééﬁzzﬁrokgjge probably would scuttle the
ship, and they wanted to have it in shallow water so they could

ot

get the stuff ew it. And they tried to persuade him to move into



8 P Smith « 7

he ,
shallow watax) but ey didn't move.
Then later on they decided that on April Gth 1917, the day

'war vas declared, the aide of the Governor would go out and ‘c;iacaand
en
surrender of the tormoranf. Ue had artillery out there,ﬂpiacad at

Po on
/9151 and et Cabras Island, all the way around, And Lt. Bartlett,

' f‘ _
~ the aide, yas .svg%zaabcard . fTbe ceptain refused to surrender as he
he Weul @& )
. came off, wes giv*e;}/‘sigﬁail Q—Eabms Island that was clase 4e-
a "
-ﬂbeard, and Cabras would open up with its guns, and then the

others would epen up.

Cermay he
Bartlett went asboerd, and tha}iga-a-ng yskipper said !eh-e-y would
e

suwendmﬂmen, byt notjhe ship. Aﬂartl&tt started coming off the

d‘ewe

ée.a
FreTe— 4 ﬁ- men jumping over the side,

‘
yelh.ng EQR&#@RRN}'*, which was the password.

Shortly after he C/Zat/aﬂ f@%/f}

the ship went up in smoke. And they never determined ~- they had

G Ot

taken all the powder off the shipﬂ they figured it must have been
compressed conl )"‘"T; that's the only thing it could be blown up
with. ’

g: It was .i'njf/&'/ jwts The bollevs?

Sm:.th' I don't know how they did it. But there were five people

&YDW/VL' »
that didn't get off. All the rest got off. The skipper was a

ical

I’) A ) i -
German, Ko cone .‘in-,ihis little 2’/'?’ To The JockC at /"*@
H’ﬁ wouldn't go near the sentry at the dock, and the sentry stssad
IMhim ¢ and) 1w 7
Triel 1o Te his, Gome heve,” he LWUV, so the sentry fired a shot over

his bow, which was the first shot fired in9% 4% I; and he came
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to the dock, but then he took a éléége hammer and hé&é
Vhi%feﬁ~' *4”@ the eng;ns.' T?#i@aily German,
Well, Guam went about its business . It was a very peaceful
W55 HSeJeve..

800 of the fewy, but anly one white man. Ame—e typhoor
/Vgc,sl &/ é 4/

‘lafe out thers, axceat faor & flu ap;damic in 1918, whig@ 5%5} A
“ vﬁ;

e foung 0T ters leve g)wm?e/ sz Y‘a’“j
proms &1.7%’ [ﬁﬁm»f jJujy lo) s ~HEE=RE

4(-7’8«/ 7’/7{/f’,

But I remained a Captain for 17 years,
_ ~ | v Custe sy Nedile PBoands ?

‘@t You weren't reduced during the Foel oy Vel e '

Smith: Ne, I was lucky. I'll cover that a little later.

.ﬁz 1 fécall'reééing Gen. Smedley Butler's memoirs once «- I think

it was his mémairs -- going out to China before the [BoxeV Rﬂﬁe//wxj

and how there was some y@ung efficer assigned to Guam; that Guam
Ae//ée 2
waa such a by

- semethlng like that «« that tha men
Jump: fam’er the side; +7/ W45 /» The cac /’h’fm/f SV

%&&Vlé&f

.‘-un‘un-w‘:! S5

Smith: Guaem was not too bad. It's not a bad place to live except
we'd come in fer the war, and we didn't realize until after we got
to Cuam and we began talking to shs£% older officer§that we were
thars‘?@r G Touv of Jute and wa weren't going any place.

G: Wes there much bitterness, much letter writing going on?
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Smith: I don't know azbout that in those days. We just took it,
and that was it. 1If thét~wa3 what the Marine Corps wanted, we
took it. I.misséd out on france, of course, in World War I, but

I got a lot of valuable administrative experience.' I néfed tﬁat
when I came back to Mere Island: these boys whe had been to france

&
didn't know anything sbout how a post was run. /?%77, / e

ol Mat™ T2 us Mw/t{a/ bovn An e _%0

and e
Qs ﬂgﬁxaggut the problems that the young lieutenants -- theswp

ok ThC W ‘/}mﬂ pes jw Tha [&Vr, v Gome TH€,,

company grade afficers
when they got to France ; %)’ hotd 2 /‘f‘q"’m/
tactical maneuvers and everything else that the Marine Corps never

had before.

Smith: That's right, we didn't have much in the way of schooling.
There was one famous boek by agner, 1 think, on tactics or some-
thing, that Gen. Berkeley had us read, but . . . (Pause) No, no,

the marines didn't have much training there.
it Were the veterans of france better schooled in tactics?
Smith: Not the young officers, no.

Q: Even after coming back?

_ _ yf%fff ?%ey
Smith: No, because th@/(went ovaer there firet—and had trench
warfare. Then they had # modified open warfare after that, but

not tactics in the sense of the €iuil War kind of tactics at all.



0 P Smith - 10
B: 50 you wsre one up on themas far as administration went.

Smiths Administration. But of course they had combat experience
that 1 did not have, and that's very, very important. And they
gg#kgzzgkﬁifn agﬁgﬁ I did not get becauss of that combat experience,
tlell, we came back to Mare Islznd in April 1519, and that was
2 mess. Tﬁe'glacé was just swarming with officers who had come
back from France and foreign stations and were waiting to be de-
mabilized._ggévaﬁre making up their minds whether to put in to
be retained, or what have you. There uwas very little duty except
»efficer~of~tha~day duty, ahd)mith all the officers there, that
bgﬁégi about once in 30 days. Of cnurs%)the day you had it it
was pretty tough because there were 30 sentry posts, and you went
around @n a hiaycl& with a sword xweoeexxx , and it was quite a
chore to get around., But the number of officers there at Mare
Island was progressively reduced by the Russell and Neville Boards.
Now the Russell Board was a simple situatien. Gen. Russell
simply squeazaé up the list, end squeezed out men from ths rankss
they were reverted to enlisted ranks; and people with bad records
were kicked out, and everybody came bsck a bit. But,unﬁartunately,
there uwere people who had véry fine récards in fFrance who were
fairly junior, like Gen. Catss, for instance. Gen. Cates went
back to first lisutenant, and I remained a captain, because he
came'in later than I did. The people whb had been to France
decided they'd fix sézhg. And they should have done something
for these people with combat recerds. 8o the Neville Bosrd wes

convened, and that threw us all in the hat.
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Naturally, they teok out the ones with records and put them

at the tap,‘igke Geﬁ; Eatasg aeﬁ. ﬁermlgﬁ, agé se forth.
é: And L@ﬁpy ﬁunt;

Smith: Oh, LeRoy Hunt.

Qs hHe was n&mb@# one, aﬁd Eatas was number twq.

Smith: That's righﬁ. And that was fair enough. The 6n1y thing
thaﬁ made peapl@ hit£er was when they got demn at the beetém of

, the list here they found this leng aslphabetical list,_ ?t the
bottom of the list was Walter @ensinger. wensingegrg;égie

- lieutenant general, 50 sémebedy_a—'wa felt, ®lhat kind of a board
is this if they get so tired that they just throw a bunch of people
iﬂ'alpha@eticaliy?“ As a‘mattsr of faeﬁ,ll guéég téchﬁi@ally it
was illégal, what t&ey did, because we permanent officers had a
positian on the 11naa1 list, and only a c@urt martial naﬁ daper&
you of yeur pﬁsitian on the lineai 11$ts And that's mhat the
Neville Board did. They just moved us arauné. But it wasn't

protested.

@1+ I have been told, rightly or wrongly, that the Russell Board
was ﬁompeésﬂ of a??icars'mha had not had duty in Fram@@.F@rvthe

- most part.

Smiths It might have been. 1 don't know who was on the beard,

gther than Gen. Russell.
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@iz  And that they uwere -« I éaiﬁ bitter <« the unhappy ones, who
had never getten over to France, and as a result the people whom

they cHlled ogut mere@%%géyreservss, like Bewsy Thomes.
Smith: I don't think Jerry wss ctlled out.

Q: 1 think he was way at the bottom on the list.
Q . .
Smith: He maaAFifst bieutenant, but that was because of this

squeszing of the list.

@: Bubt when the Neville Board came in they brought back on active
duty a lot of people, a lot of reservists, who'd been out a year

Smithe Whe had records, I guess. One of the rules the Neviiia
Board héﬁ was that you could not be put in a rank highar than
‘anything you'd held during the war, and Jerry Thomas had not held
a renk higher than first lisutenant during the war, so they put
him at the top of the first lieutenants' list, like Silverthorn.
Silverthorn was right at the top of the first lieutenants! lis%,
bescause by the rules of the game he couldn't be made captain.

They had & good enoudh recordsto be & captains.

@it But they™® served as first lieutenants for 13 years.
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Smithy That's right. Well, I den't know whether Silverthern did.
But they were on the top, and they got promoted. Ue uere only

making ten AYMbsrs a year as caplains, That's how we meds it.

@:  They made it in the 28s. But some of the people who were
fixed in grade remainsd on active duty until the sslection boards

came in effect.

Smith: Well, yes, it was in 1934 that the selection board process
came in, and that reglly cleaned things out, boy! It was terrific.
Of course, at Mare Island we didn't know what this was s8ll
about. e wsre just sitting there. 1 didn't know there was a
Russell Board or a Neville Board. I wasn't aware of it. I decided
that I liked the WMarine Corps and I'd like te stay if they'd keep me.
I put in to stay and they said I was acceptable, so I atayeg Fg%y%aaf
years. And that was that. But at Mare Island everybody was looking
for a job. I finally get the command of the Mzehine Gun ‘é\chﬁol s
which was a blessing§ it gasve me something te dp;,and later on I

.zhcﬂnéé

r.  Lol. Karmany

baeame.aﬁsistant ad jutant under Maj. D,E.

was commanding the post.
@: ©h, Lincoln Karmany.
was

Smith: VYes, he ## 3 vory fine old gentleman.

f1l: He had a lot ef time in by then.
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- Smiths ﬁe almgst became é;mmandamt of the flarine Corps.
@:vah)teally?

Smith

(12

He had marital troublés, That kind of crossed him off,

@t He must have been considersd for selecticn at the time Barnett

was, I‘gaes3.
Smith: That's right.
@t And W@aller?

Emi£h3 Yes. {laller last out &Qéawse, 1 suppose, of Samar
sr &ame£hing like that. I don't knew. |
| ﬂe_mas right up thers with wglleglaad Barnstt., He mas.an
old timer. o | |
1 was giwen ggéd quartere there at Mare Iélaad. I hed a nice
ii££1§ Eungalaw nﬁ the base; and ue were very happy there¢'¢Thén
Col. Karmany took a three menths® leave and went tblﬂhiﬁa,'ahé 
thEy'brﬂught Eﬁl.vﬁaﬁbarg-ﬁmﬁreagﬁygg his temparaiy relisef. Col.
Gambéég#ﬁndr@@em couldn't move inté Enl} Katmaﬁy's Quér&ers, @afha
cgm 5ﬁ%%ﬁh to me and he said, Ff8E:8 captain, T drmur m)orE.
Sl tin &f;égfﬂiﬁﬂg 1%*f2f T heve to i%&eyua out of guarters
in order to save meney for the Government," 'S0 he rated me out

of quarters and moved into my bungalaw.

Gt Were you married by then?
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Emith: '@h/yes. A@ﬁdn’t make me very happy. Aﬁﬁ the peaple on the
_pnst}wara mad tee -~ he shouldn't have done it. He didn't want te
live in U%%ﬁjo . Well, after the three months he ieftj Col.
Karmany came back and they offered the guarters to me again, and
1 said, "You can kesp the qmarteﬁs, I have had one experience and

. , "
I den't want te go through it again.
§¢ What kind of a man was Cel. GamborggAndresen?

Smith: Bh, very conscisntious. He was honest. ﬁuiléftar 1 went
~aboard ship, I came into Bremerton, and at that time he was come
manding thErW%rdne Barracks at Bremerten, and I went to call on him.
it was arpund 5-5.30 and he wasn't home yst. Mrs. Andresen said he
wae ever at the office. 5o I went over to the office te see him,
and there he was, working on the muster rell of the headquarters

company of his @ut?it; and he said, "You know, I can't trust thess

3 e
yaung efficers and ser@aamg‘majarﬁ} I have to check ¢this muster

Y
ral%.“ - He was checking off the muster rell.
Q: He still had a very heavy Scandinavian acesnt.

Smith: Oh yes. He Wa@e full colenel. (Pause) Well, that finishes
up Mare Island., In October 18921 I went sboard ship. [ received the
orders on Oct. Bth end I had to be aboard the Jexas in San Pedro on
October 13th. I had to move. [ had te get my family relocated.

I reported aboard., At thet time, in 1921, the entire flest

was based at San Padrg ~~ everything was there -« and the Texes was



G P Smith - 16

. ‘ _ 3
ene of the battleships of Battleship Division #% -~ the Texas,

New York and QOklahoma -- and that division was commended by Rear

Adm. R.H. Jackson, who is still alive at Coronado at the age of 103.
Gs REALLY? 1'il be darned,.

Smith: Yes. He later beceme commander in chief of the flest.
He retired a four star édmiralg But he was commanding in 1921
that division as reér admirsl. And he is still aljive.

We lived in San @aﬁra. The more socially minded people aboard
ship lived in Long 8Beach, but we got quite a baast Qggﬁ Adm. Jacksan
decided to live in San Pedro. ] lived in the same apartment «= the
Sunset Court Apartments -« with Lt. Cdr. Nimitz, who later hecame
commander in chief of the fleet.

e had @ Fazrly gecd ruutlng in those days. You went aboard
ship early in txma for breakfast, and gEéZggt for quarters at
8.30. Then you wmight take off up the ceoast for gunnery drills or
svan firing pxacticés. You always tried to get back by 4.30, and

then we'd go ashore.

Q: The whole battleship? They'd get the whole thing mustersd to
take gut just for that? |

Smith: Yes. And it was a fairly decent routine. @Qf caurse later
on they got a little mors seriaus, and thay'd go out for a weak at
a time. ﬁ%Etas@aetzﬁ thoss days gunnery was king: sverything

revolved around gunnery. And we in the ﬁérina.ﬂbtachmsnt manned
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@raups 3 and 4, which was a total of mght S—mch 51 guns., I was

oantral mf?acer P@r thaee Qunsg.
it Werd you the senior marine officer?
‘Smiths Oh yes.
At Who was your juniot officer?
o : _ Fren A
miths - Gilman. He is dead now. +red Gilman.
{1t He'd be up behind the smeke stack.
Smith: That's where my control statien was.
R: That's where you were.
5miﬁﬁ: 1 was up above the galley. " And Gilman ran up and down the
deck. He superviesd what was going on down at the guns, and I was
in the control station up on the stacks.
e Kind of a amoky place.

Smith: Yes, a smoky plsce.

G: Uhat was Nimitz like at that time, General, do you recall?
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Smiths Ne, I don't mecall . I didn't get to know him very well
until World War 11. }ﬁemgg a very fine gentleman; 1 admired him

greatly. He was on the California, you sse. He was on the big

steff, and we were op @ very junior ship. The Texas was a very
junior ship.

Uhen I was aboard we only had two antiaircraft guns. Anti-
aircraft practice wes very rudimentary. e had a couple of cranes,
one an sither side of the ship, with o sort of circular plat?arm
on top of the crane, and we had a 3-inch gun up thers: when you

fired it the whole crene would shake. We manned those tuwo guna;

A P /
and then they decided to pug‘mera J-inch guﬂs-@?eggg and they put
, , A . it

them on top of the turrets. #y goodnsss, when theJZ:%be fires

o
you just can't stay on the top, it just blouws ya%?( 56 you couldn't

fire the guns when the turrets were firing, and even to practice,
TR
Ltren

another way. It was a mess. Anq,af eaarse}the targets we had -~

the turrets would be turning one way and you'd be trying to

we didn't have ﬁ/ZéVZ/ targets or anything like that. All you had
in the way of tafgeﬁs was a tug way out there towing a kite.
That‘s all we had.

tEach year we had to go up to Bremerton for 6Gverhaul for six
weeks, an@,nf cmura@)baing a junior ahig)w@ always drew January
or February or some ungodly month like that. 8ut we spent two
months in the summer in the Puget Saund%?ggggﬁ just going from
poft to port. I usuelly got @ chsnce to take my outfit to a rifle
rangs or soemething, while I was there.

I,Qﬁéi got stuck for 31 months on this ship, end Yhile I was
aboard they changed policy, and they decided that only ana‘ﬂ%rina

fafficer a year would be relieved, and that relief would be made
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i%?gwmmar. fly junior officer had preceded me aboard by three er

?a&r months, so,of course he went of P in the summer of '23,‘and I

stayed on until fMay 1924, for 31 months. dh,é%uﬂk T &%V$MA’
In the spring of 1924 the whole fleet went ro—-Ganp-

for mansuvers, and after the maneuvers wsﬁzggéian ’ﬂ%@“ﬂlﬂ&’ Canal

-aﬂd;fﬁﬁ%—eﬂ up te New York for leave and liberty; and the Texas

ngver returned west. It put into Norfolk to be modermized, to

take the cage masts off and replace them by triped masts and to

make a bigger aperturs for the turret gums to increase their ability

to elevate and give them greater ramge, At that time I was detachsd.

I didn't know anything about theBetail @ffice. I got orders to

report to Maj. Torrey up at hoadquarters for an interview. He was

the Betail @fficer at that time. Ss The result was that I was

ordered to theJ@atail<§F?iee as the relief of Capt. bebmer Hest

in the enlisted section. Then a little latsr on I took over the

officers' section relieving flaj. Pickett.
s Harry Pickstt.
Smith: VYes.

O: May I aék you sbout your experience with a seagoing detachment?
Puring UWoerld War KE)QF course, as £ amphibious warfare doctrine
becams developed, we appreciated the employment of naval gunfire in
‘support of landing forces. Did you get any feeling of this? Uas

there any inkling of this during the time that you served?
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Smith: No. Ue had an organized landing force on the ship, under
command of a 1ieuﬁénamt commander, wvhich consisted of a havel
contingent and a marine contingent. Fer a whils we went ashare

for drills, and I ducked drilling with the blue jackets because

they were drilling by bugle sighalé}"caﬁ you imagine that?

And I didn't knouw the bugle aignalé. But they drilled with the
bugle siénais; it was pretty ragged. But we went ashore and did
our waxk drill. But as far as amphibious épera%iaas mefa concerned,
n@,.it was just gunnery. o were thinking in terme"éf'theae S«inch
' gwﬁé that I had ;— they mére énti*terpeéa guns. in other wmrds,-in'
those days the destroyers fired torpsdees, and.it was up to us to
knaﬂk.éff tﬁe engmy déstréyefs that were earrying tarpédaes. of
course, in marid lar 1I the aanﬁapt changed. They did it from @

7

¢carrier.

¢ OF course, they say == I've been told that all the naval afficers
had in mind at that time was crossing the 7  Ard £ gﬂﬁj

. Aurece_
124m2)n),LV do a large scale .edrews engagement.

Smith: That's right. When I was aboard ship (veice trails off)

But they had taken from the British the director systeﬁ @? controls
mhimh'mas'very medern; And I think sur paaplé cauld sheot'ﬁratty
well. ODuring World Wgr they, ﬁ&ﬁnéﬁfget much chance to shoot the

m4‘ Ship Com
guns of the battlashlpi\exceﬁt 1n the Philippines.

@: Surigao.
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Smith: Yes.

G: Surigao is in Indonesia.

) Vel
Smith: No, it was the straite thers where they cross the /,

Surigao Straits.

G: That's right.

Smiths They reaslly did shoot their guns there. And, of caurs%.thaae
battleships did a remarkable job for us in Werld War II in bombarding
the beaches. The old Texas was over in Normandy.

B¢ It was used as a flagship there?

Gmith: 1 don't know. (Pause) Well, at Headquarta:a ffarine Corps
‘ ,a/‘/

Gan. Le jeune was the Gﬁmmanaant, andéﬁeyb@ en byarr Gilliams was

thefésaistaﬁt ébmmaadantﬁ Knd—of-ceusse | ams-thare in '24, and by

'27 we had considerable expsditionary activity. We had to send an
outfit to Chinae, an outfit tu Nicarsgua. e had a brigade in Haitij
we had géttaé wut the brigade ocut of Santo Q@ﬁiﬂga'in 1924, but uwe
still had the brigsde in Haiti and expeditionary troops in Nicaragua
and in China. HWow all we hed -- uwe é% Yan authorized strength of
27,408 to base our officers on., Ue had, I think, 1,082 officsrs.
But the enlisted strength was only 13,@@9, that's all we héd. At
ane point, when we had all this going, of these 18,000 men we had

13,000 on sea duty, fereign duty, or expsditienary daty.' That left

only 5,000 people for all other purposes.
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I remember when we assembled the first battalion to go to
Nicaragua s | v _
/it maé done according to the old Merine Corps style: we simply

@ullad the officers and men from all the pésts‘ana stations up and
douwn the East ﬁ@asﬁjanapggsembleﬁ at Norfolk, went aboard ship,
and the battaliocn commander organized his battalion after he got
aboard ship; and they landed at 8kme Bluefieldy Nicaragua.

A lot of people thought &aa, Torrey was vindictive, but‘he
was iwe loyal to his Saborﬂinates, I'1l say that, and I was very
fond éF him to the end. He was there two years, and then he was
relieved by Mej. Calvin Matthews, and in order to provide continuity
they held me over -- the old racket ~-- and I stayed tws more years,
That was a total of four years that I was in that«@atail(ﬁffice‘
And living in Waeshington then was very high priced. Ny goodnass,

I had an awful time making ends meet.
s fWere you expected to be very social?

Smiths No, no social 1ife at all. My budget for recreatiscn uwas
three dollars a month, aﬁd'yeu can't do much social life on thﬁee
dollars a mantﬁ} you can go to one movie, peried. As an example,

I paid $90 a month for the privilege of living in a house == the
woman who owned it had one room and kitchenette, and I had & bedroom,
a sleeping porch and the use of the dining roem and the kitchen, and

I paid $90 a month fer that.

s Where was it laaateé?
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Smitht¢ In Petworth: that's now 2 Negro district. When I was in
‘Washingten in 1924 to 1928 ﬁatmqrth was @ middle elasé naighb@rhaéé@
I couldn't afford to live in Chevy Chase -~ that was out -=- but
Petworth was a district of solid people, you know, contractors,
people like that. A few years ago I went through the area, and
it's all Negro now. Petworth is way out Bth Strest, it's out by

the 01d Soldiers' Home.

Gt ©h yes. But [ had never heard of it.
Smith: You'd never heard of it called Petworth?
@: No.

Sm;thz it was é whole district there, between Bth Street and the

0ld Soldiers® Home, and extending north af it.

: What was it like to serve on the headquarters staff during

Sepfgkeééunafs incumbency as commandant?

sﬁiﬁh: melfjof course, he was a very affiaiemt gentleman. But we
didn't have any staff organization., The A & 1 was still rather

powerful, and the Betail @Ffice had nothing to do with the A & I.
‘G: Uho was A & I at the time -- Lauchheimer? o

Smith: . Ne, Gsn. Lane.
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Qg 'ﬁﬁfué Lans.

S , o {the @ktail'Q?Fica) _
Smith: He wes a very fine gentleman. ﬁné-ma/mer@ more or less

directly under the émeanaant; The susetmemnets

” 3 v‘i ,

paymastery was Gen. Richards, who'd been there for 17 or 18 years.
§: George Richards?

Smiths ‘George ﬁiaha:déa' The Quartexaaster was Gen. MeCauwley,
who had been there for I don't khow how many years. Gen. Lejeune

was the only hew face.

G¢ That's right{ flcCawley . . . Lauchheimer was A & I under

‘Barnett, I believes.
Smith: Yes. 'He'was»gane then.
B: Rufus Lamﬁ,.ﬁi@harﬂa, and MeCawley.

Smith: VYes. 1 used to watch Gen. MeCauwley arrive in the morning.
He had one of th@se landsus, where you had an enclosed part ie back
of the chaustufj he sits in front; and . . . he would®84R8 up to
the ”Vﬁh*m“ﬁ Ebildiﬂg where we were, asnd get out, and hand the
morning paper to the chauffeur, and then he <« he had a bouwler, I
think, and a2 cane -~ would come on up, and the driver would fodlow

him with the paper to deliver it to him when he got to his office,

¢ He was quite social, I understand.
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Smith: Oh, yes.
Q: IUEry sﬁ@iall? pzaminsﬁt.'

vSmiﬁﬁz Yes, very. His father had been ébmmandant of the Marine
Earps. mwrld War 1 eaaght him shart, he thcught we were going to
Fight the war in bluse. He had quite a time getting uniforms

together.

@: It was he who eriginated the dress blue uniferm for the Marine

Corps, I believe.

Smi&he pfabably was., I wrote an article for the Bazette. I was
@rﬂéred to mrit@ the artiei@; and 1 wrote about this pride of
ami?gr@ and what not, and old fMcCauwley thmaght that was wonderful
stuff. He called me in to tell me. Poor Gazette -- to get articles
thay had the detail of Eicers around heaéquartergnmrxte articlea Just
" to kaep the thing galng. It was a quarterly then, I got $5 an
article, that's all. I finally wrotse an article for the Naval

G0 WM
"Inatltuta.graceedingﬁ and I got $B§, which I theught was, g;ﬁmhfz,

wandar?ul!

Bt

d- rate of payment for the twe publlcatians
remains_th@ sams, QGenerald

| ~ B U
Smith: It dees? (laughs) Well, %en the Naval Institute ggaceeﬁings

I wrote up John Twiggs Meyers. Dion Williams was trying to get «-
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I think he was then a brzgadier, teﬁ s majar general. And
Oﬂii% 0‘7 L(H
fiyere had a very fine racardwgﬁr the defense of Ehe lsgations,
The other captain mha'was math-hlm was put up befors a court
of inguiry on the charges of cowardice, cherges made by the Secretary

of the Legatieﬁ; and the Sscretary of the Legation never would come
| Feco€

to testify. Well, Gen. Dion Williams turned over te me the
mfiéhe‘enurt af iﬁduity;'aﬁd thgré was testimony from all the
ngines as to what went on; and I wrote a story on the defense

of ﬁhe wall, and the messags that John Twiggs Meyers had sent to
the Ambassador that we will do our best, and se on. I got $85 for

that al»'

- Gt John Twiggs Meyers was still on active duty then, was he not?
Smiths: Oh yes. 1 dan't know on what duty, but he was still on
a@tiue duty. And he thanked me fer the article, and he told me

of the wound that he got: it was kind of accidental, he drove into
a spsar thatiwas leaning up against the walll

Gt Do you have any old issues of the Gazette around?

Smith: Yes. I%we bwen intending to ask the barracks down here

or somebody if 1 canvturn them over -~ not too many.
g: Don't EMERK them over to the barrackst
Gmith: Whem can I give them t0?

{: We'll take them.
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Smitht Will Headquarters flaring Corps take them?
@: Yes, sir! We'll take them.
smith: I'11 probably bundle them up some time.
G: The Historical Qxanah'?
@: VYes, sir. (Brief interruption)

Smith: We got to the point uhere Maj. Calvin Matthews came up to
headquartars to relieve fMaj. Torrey and I ateyeﬁ on for twoe sde-
ditienal years. Then I guess as a reward fer keeping me thers
four ‘yaars;) tﬁay sent me to the Ge-néaffﬁé?ig?}g%éch waé £ very Qead
duty. - |

@: Financially it was all beter off than . . .

Smiths Than Washington? Gh yes, as a Gendermerie officer I got
$150 a munth from ' the Haitian vaernmsnt, which halﬁed out guite
a bzt, 1 went down on the eld uss Kltterx, mhxch was a breken douwn
'transpett, and I reported to the Americen High Cummmssxﬂner, whe was
Gen. Ruasell then. Then I reported to the(&éndarmerieg and the
Conmandant of the Gendarmeris at that time was Col. F.E. Evans,

whe had the rank of majer general in the é%naarmeria. This destroyer
which wasvjust cut in half was the Erank&§6%Van8. I didn't reali%a’

A
U .
- &hed he must have had a pretty good decoration, because it said this

destroyer was named fer Brig. Gen. F.E. Evans. And I think he must
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have gotten a decoration in World @ar 1. He had been retired in
1908 for heart, and became a newspaper reporter and drank like a
Fisﬁj and when World War I came along he talked tﬁﬁ flarine tarps
into taking him back and he went te France, énd tdid a very fine

job ovsr there in France, and still centinued to drink 11&3 a fishi
He was down there in Haiti, and he went on to retirement for age.
8o the decoration he gat,muét have been for World War 1, énd they

named the ship for him.

i+ You bring up an interesting point. I'd like te go ahead in
time & number of years to Korea. You talked about Gan. Evans, and
the fact that despite all his faults he went shead and did a good
job. Did the Marine Corps face the same situation in 1950, when
thers were a bunch of people who'd been passed @vér twice and who
maulﬁ have been sslected and were forced into retirement because
of two pass-pvers, except‘fer the fact that the Korean crisis hed
arisen, and then they went, on tealizing they had one more chance

, . ¢ _
to makajfané they went ahead and made good records.

Smiths Gh yes.

whee

Qe v the fMlarine Corps was embarrassed with a situation

where they couldn't

Smith: As a matter of fact, I had not much control over whom they
sent me to be the officersof the E}rsttﬁivisi@n for Korsa. 0Ones of

the officars they sent me was Col. Gregon Williams. I'd never
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served with Gregon. He was a senier colongl, ke—eeme—in and I mads
him chief of staff. And he'd been passed over for brigadier.

8: A very difficult maﬁ?
Smiths He did g fine job for me, and, of course,I gave him exceilent
fitness rap@rt%
picked to be chief of staff was Col. Snedeker, and Eddie Craig had

and he made brigadier. 8f-eeourse Lthe man I had

grebbed Snedeker and teken him out with the Brégade to he his chief
of sta?ﬁ} s0 I made ﬁteg@n Williams chief of staff of theHivision.
And then when we joined hands, Gen. Shepherd wanted me to reliesve
Gregoen. I said, "Look, Gregon has déne a very fine job for me, and
I am not about to relieve him and to replace him by Snedeker.®

Then Gen. Shepherd took Snsdeker away from me end teok him over

'to Tokyo ta write up the cantrxbutlan of the marlnes in Korsa

Qégﬁ the board they had over there. And I got him back aftar'ﬁfé
Chosin Reservoir. Then Gregon was pramatee to brigadier general
kand had to go home. So was égzigﬂﬁuiler pramoted to brigadier
gaﬁeral, and they wanted to know which one I wanted for Assistant
Division €bﬁmander to relieve Eddie Craig who was promoted to major
gensral. And I said I'd like to have Gregon Uillxamg,becauee I

Al e
felt t&&é@ Puller was getting tired. But they gave me Puller,
Torc
and took Gregon back, and he became the cnmmandlng aneral~$e£ &

s
h&suira@ps at Camp Le jeuns,

s Of csursg,@regmﬁ milliam%,bchre he went to Kareg/had been the

chief of staff of FMFPac under Tommy Watsen.
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inefficient. Uell, %itzanberg was sent to me as ene of the eaxcnalﬁ
and I gave him the ?;h Esgiment. He was a little difficult to handlf
but he did a good job with the ?thj 1 had no complaint; 1 gave him |
good fitness reports, and he made brigedier general. And he made
ma jor general, but he couldn't get along. They tried him out at
Le jeune and pulled him out, tried ﬁim out at Parris Island, snd

pulled him out -~ he was just taoe teugh on his subordinates.
G: #He was & rough man.

Smiths Finally,&@n. Shepherd sased him off gg me. By that time

I was commanding general of F@FLant, end he said I could have him
for planning. Well, I couldn't refuse; he had & little bit too
much rank for the plenning sectien, because all the naval officers
%%B‘i‘- all the other commands were four stripers, and here uwas aMarina
who wae & brigadier gensral. But I took him, and he did a good job.
Then he‘wés prdmeted te major general; and I told Gen. Shepherd,
"It's just taa~mucb, I can't have a planning officer mhé‘s a major
general ge arsund with the captains of the Havy." ~Amd Gen. Shepherd
got mad at me, grd=gti—thet, but eueﬁtualiy he pulled him out and

made him fnspector éénerai of the Marine Eﬁrp@.
8: But he was up at Quantico in '51 to '52, I believe.

Smith: He was? I don't remember. He was pretty rough,; and his
relief -« I never did guite understand that. He Joined me on the
21st of September. e had already landed at Inchon. He had formed

up the 7th, and they came out as fast as they could, and we used



0 P Smith -~ 32

his regiment to good purpose in going around north of Seoul and
capturiﬁf ﬂijangbu,eaé~@hg%—9ét. Aagjmf coursse, he did a very fine
job at Chosin Reservoir. He did a fine job when ws were chasing

the guerrillas in Januery of 'Si.
g: In ﬁahang.

Smith: Yes, Pohang. And then we went up in central Korea and
jumped off from Wonju end he had the 7th therej flurray had the

Sth. Then fNurray was relieved by a parachute colonel -- Hayward.
fir Dick Hayward.

Gmith: Yss. Hell, we got up toward theﬂgﬁgkggjaam, and vwe wers
getting %omérd.ﬁpril ’S%} and I got these warning ordars, one
stating that Litzenberg would be detached upon reperting of his
felieﬁ} and they sent me a list of colonels thet were coming out.
I tentatively selected one of thosse colonels who would relieve
Litzeﬁherg. While Litzenberg was up there he sent me a dispatch,
and he said, "When am I to be relieved in accordence with my orders?"
I went up to see him and I said, "This says, sure, that yau'll'be
detached upen reporting of your relief. 1 have tentatively selected
an officer but he won't be out here fer a menth, and when he comes
he'll relisve you.¥ He wanted te be relieved then. He had watched
his clessmgtes; many of them had gone out of the picturs with heart
T
attack%, and he'd been under strain and all that. 1 said, "Look,

thers are a 1ot of poople in the~Division who've been under strain.™®
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He said, "You can send Bowser up to relieve me." I sasid, "Bowser
~is my 6~3 and I am not about te do that.® Well, I went back and
Aetvre hewie
talked to &QWEs Puller, who was then my ADC, andebéh&a wanted to

g6 up and peieve szg h m ot (laughter)

@: The two of them were very much alike.

o htuwre
Smitht I said, "No, @lfke, let's get him out of here with a good

taste in his mouth. The fellow is going to bust up unless we get
him ocut." It happened thatvat that time Nickerson -- who now is a
lieutenant general -- was a c¢olonel and was FHF representative in
Tokyo and had come over to Korea to abaervg} and during the Inchon-
. . , ' Alws e
Seoul @aeratian he had practically been executive officer to i
Puller in the lst Bagimant. He had experience; he was junior.
1 immediately shot off a wirs to Gen. Shepherd and requested that
he % release Nickerson te me to relieve Litzenberg because of
Litzenberg's coancern over the condition of his haa Lh . w$

7 +g ueJ ﬁéhWB&
Litzenbarg finally told me he wanted to put lﬁ a di atch %ﬁ-a@%&aa
and I said, "Look, you've got z future in the Marine Cmrps, and 1
won't send any dispatch like that. hen you get to Pesrl Harbor
you talk to Gen. Shepherd; if you still want to send your dispatch

you can do it from there." He never did.
§: YOu felt that he was under strain when he dig all this?
Smith: There was samething wreong with him. He was sglf centered;

I guess this is what you'd call it. Everything revolved around

his (person). GCes, Murray had been under as much strain, Boueer



0 P Smith - 34

had been under as much strain. He hadn't gons thrnuﬁﬁj%ﬂe Inchon

landing.

Q: My God, here you were a major general, and here was a little

colonel giving you a hard time.

Smiths: That's right. But I got him out of there. e got him out
within a day, and we brought him down to division headquarters, gave

him the best meal we could, we gave him an additional silver star.

Q: 1 admire your forbearance. Of course, Litzenberg had a

reputation for being very hardnosed and very difficult.

Smith: He was hardnosaed. And he always requested everything --
he wantad somebody else to always be giving him moere artillery

support, more of this and more of that.

Qs ’f/‘//ﬂ%%ﬁ/wd T demand ?
sniERY1084ALE%a"Te 1y ERE RLEIARRISEAREPBENSTry. o ran into
the Chinese up there before the big bust =- he ran into the 124th

Givision and he requestatc?%%e @eccnnai‘ssance gampany be assigned
to his regimsnt. UWe had the é%eannaisaance Gbmpany working off
on the éa-mé S0 we assigned it, and what did he do? He put it
right in the front lines with his rifle companies instead of using
it as a reconnaissance company 5 and got a lot of these highpriced

people killed. So we bawled him out and tock it away from him.
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And we put it back to operating on the ped ..

Have 1 gone enough inte that?

@s Yes. 1 am gled you deglt with these personalities, but I was
thinking of my‘qmastiah'in the overall concept of a number of
officers who were mn_ﬁheir last legs and here was ktke opportunity

for combst ceme, and they i v o
Smith: Oh, undoubtedly there were other people that I may net have -
knoun who weérs passed over. 1 had no complaints about the way they

performed their dutiss out there, and I suppose 3hat gince most of
Selves

them got good fitness reports, they did set thséian their feet again.

@: Bill Barber aof course is out in Vietnam now.

Smith: He is?

43 VYes.
- Smiths He is a cocky individual.

is Yes. 1 like hiwo

Smith: (laughs) Mé told his company when he took #¥fem over just
‘what he was going to do, and these RLgiﬁes‘luakea him over and said,

"We'll see," And he went uP and did a fine job up there.
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Smiths As 1 say, the \g%?bably gave me thavé;ndarmerie because
n dﬂﬁ%ﬂ Iz
they kept me so 10n.]%;%al. Evans -« or Maj. Gen. Evans -« was

g . wfoe . . _
é;mmandant of the guerd. Col. South was the first chief of staff.

: Hamilton.
Smiths Hamilton South, yes. He got sick and Cel. Rams@y relieved

him -« Trooper Rams@y.
fi: Fred Rams@y's father.

Smith: Yes. And I was what they called Assistant Ehisf of btaff.

I was a glaﬂ&fijﬁ,adjutant, that'é what it amounted to. The
@éndarmari316§g¢%dmiﬂisﬁered by departments., e had the departmenty
of the North, Center, West, (ol acQ(i7¢, and South. And there was
a colonel 8 the (gendarmerie in sems command of each. That colonel
aof thefgéndarmeris-was probably a captain or a major in the Marine
Corps. And in each department were distrieis, and they were
commanded by captains of the(@%ndarmerie thag gere usually sergeants
of the fMarine Corps, or what have you. w%)@? course, had quite a few
Haitian efficers, and we were adding to the number each ysar because
eventually we wanted to have 100% Haitian officers and turn the
(Gendarmerie back to the Haitians. The (gendarmes were very loyal.
The enlisted men were extremely loyal, bscause thare was a lot of
prestige inveolved in being a member of tha(&%ndaxmaria. fly tele-
phone orderly at headguarters was a Haitian corperal, and we had

to put our correspondence in both English and fFrench, which was a

nuisance. In dealing with the departments of govermment there,
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you had to send a letter in French. These é;mmaaéants af the guaeﬁ,
like Gan. E;P.’williaws who eame‘in} they couldn't even raead French.
Se hg always had to have the English aleng with ths frerich letters

sa‘gg-céulé‘sa@ what he was signing.

Who did the French transiations?

£3
Iy

why
Smiths I had a couple of interpreters €het put it im French, 1 had

one sergeant who was a French Canadian -- Ldvégue -~ I don't know
5 " e e o hecame &
whether you sver ran into him or not, he probably wsert—irteo—the
warrent officerfi He didn't have much RB8R4E education and I don't
know how goed a letter he could have written, but he did %% knouw

French.
iz Did you know French at gll?
Smitht I had had four years of college French, but when you want

te talk that's not enough. I feund that out.

End of Side 1, Tape 1, Sessieon 1.
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§ide 1, Tape 2 ~ Session I -~ 9 June 69

Smith: lie were operating in the framework of the Haitian Government.
Thefe meré the Haitisn President, Borno, the House, the Senate, the
sspértmsnt of the Interior and ali the other things that make up a
geuarﬁméﬁt‘ Shertly after I arrived there they changed the name of
theré;héarmafie to Garde D'Halti, and that was at the instance of
Dresiéént Borno, who felt thaﬁ(ggndarmerie sounded too much like
paiiée, and the word "é%rda" was compareble to "arde Réﬁublibaina“
in Francg;anﬁ it was 2 better name, so we changed it.

On April 30th 1930, Col. R.P, Willieme -- Terrible Terry --
e.

relieved Col. Evans as ézmmandant gf the Rzris

He had quite a temper; I}gever served under him. And I felt that
he'd probably clean houss and I'd be fired or something, but I wasn't
The first thing he told me was, "Smith, I want you to give me a
memorandum of all tha'annayances to,which the ébmmandant of the

| n ave Aum |
-Aéérdam is subjected.® 3So I send ¥ a memorandum. (ne was

Haitian politiciens and editors of Haitlian papers and corrgspondents
wWhev
from the United States who were looking for dirt, and, he got the

_ L e .

list and looked them over, ehd said, "I won't do this, I wen't do
that.® 1 didn't say anything,altheugh I realized that his hand
would be forced. “

The next thing that happened was that a reporter from the
Chicago Tribune Cama down, and came in to me: he wanted to talk
to Gen. Williams. I stalled him, and we, talked about the freaty,

o , _ dnrgzzebfhm _ ,
about the troubles with Haitian d&es it ; and I said that he reslly
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should g6 ever and talk to Gen. Russell, that Gen. Russell could
give him the enswers. He went over and talked to Gen. Russell and
then céme right back. Gen. Russell called upyand said, "Colonel
Williams should talk te this éﬂ@ﬂﬂ. %hgégg;zhsn—he was struck
of f the list.

Jolibeis, who was the lsading rebel asgainst the oeccupation,
came in one day, and he wanted to see the Commandant of the éhrde.
I asked him what he wanted,and said I'd try to take care of his
wants. He wanted to hold 8 damsnstratian. I told hxiex;ijvléfiﬁf
tha é;mmandazﬁ of the[&%rde would never approve of that,/@hather
they manteﬁqﬁé fire firecrackers -- that's just an excusge to start
things off. Then he startsd to make a speech in French to the
assembled people ~- I wes in a big office -~ to the Haitian enlisted
msn,.te the fMarine officers: he made a vitrielic éttack on the
Qccugatian, énﬂ I said, “Look, Mr. Joliboeis, there's the deor and
you can take thet door and go ﬁut.again.“ And he tuénad-t@ me and
wasved waved and said, "You say to me ftﬁ;e’s.the door', and I say
to you thers's the sea, and that's where we.are going te drive you ~--
inte the sea.” And he shoved off. That's the type of thing youd
éﬁg1inte own thers.

Haet _

4+t was e very poor country. My goodness, the averags income
was only 685 a year, which is not an awful lot, ynd know. There
were all these agitatoré; Iin 1929 we had some rather serious
trouble. 1It's interesting «« it started with a strike of students!
(laughs) which is still geoing on. Our ouwn é@ric&ltuzﬁ%ﬁﬁepariment
had come down to help out the Heitians, and they had startsd an

agricultural school at Damien, near Port-au~Prince, and they wanted
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to train these young Haitians on how to cultivate the land in Haiti,
and how to groew crops, end what te grow. But thess young Haitians
wanted white collar jobs; they wanted te go to the schoel, and thay
thought that would give them white cellar jab§;vand when they found
gut it wouldn't they struck. That waes an issue, you see, and it
spread all ever the island. Finally we had to call for assistance
from the Brigma vhich sat in its barracks thebe,/‘;r; they were not
even allowed to parade down the streets, you knouw. The/yérina
‘Erigaae there were Kept out of sight. Ue had to ask them for help
to go down te the South where thinge had gotten out of control.
They sent & detachment down there -~ I forget who comm.anded that --
and they were attacked byédrunken mob of Haitians and they fired on
the mob and killed several of them. And thefafter that day became
a holiday in Haiti. But the riot was stopped.
The chupatinn doun there did a tremendous amount of good.
| They sent douwn a ginanciall%dvisar, an American, with a couple of
asgistants, and tha§ demanded vouchers for all expenditurses, uwhich
was something new in Heitil! The Haitian gourde was juét as sound
as the dollar: they paid all the debts of Haiti. Hait$ didn't ouws
a nickel, and their money m?ﬁaﬁ?ﬁound as the dellar by the time 1
was there. The(géﬁdarmer;%‘QTQSided law and mrdéf; we had roads
all over the plaﬁaj we had an excellent hmspital and medical
servicgj we had an operating telephone netuork. Tada% it's all
gone; you can't make a telephone call in the city of Pert-au-Prince.
And of those 2,000 miles of roede probably thers's a couple of
hundred miles left. ﬁné they are hegad over heels in dabtfe They

are back where they were when the Mar‘inw came in there in 1916.
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At first there waé a2 good deal of pressure in the United States
Faﬁ ue to get out, and in 1930 President Hoover sent douwn a
eommissiam to determine on steps that were necessary for an erderly
ligquidation mflthe occupation, and this liquidation was accomplished
in 1934; .i was detached in June 1931 -~ I'd sgpent three years in %
-the'"afde. 1 was ordered to the Fi@l@‘gffieers' B éémrs@ at the
:Ibfaﬁhry‘ékhaal at Fort Benning «- which I wes very glad to go to.

@t This was the first school that the Marine Corps sent you to?
Smith%¥ VYes, theginfantrykgéhmai at Benning.

@it VYou hadn't evaen Besen through the basic course, or the junior
of ficers' course at Quanticeo.
not

Smith: Ue dithaue P

{(cress cenversation)

' Those schools were organized in the 20s. No, I never uent
. T _
to flarine Corps Schools, bmgAinﬁtnactaﬁ in the fMarine Corps Schools
three times.

@: Did you feel at a disadvantage when you went to Fort Benming?
Smith: No, no. It was a very practicsl course. They had 57,000

acres down there at Fort Benning. It's intereésting, going into

who was down there.
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The,éésistant é%mmandant of the:IBFantrysgcheel who ran the
school, was Lt. Col. Marshall, who became é%mmander in éhief af
the US Army. Lt. Col. Stilwell was an instructor in tactics: he
became a four star. Major Bradley was an instructor in machine
~ guns, and he became a five star. Maj. Bull was an instructor in
logistics, and he became & four star. Capt. Bedell Smith, wha
was a classwmate of mine; became chisf of staff to Eisenhouwser.
Capt. Porter, another classmate of mine, became G-3 in the Army.
Maj. Terry Allen, a student and classmate, became commanding
general of the Firstzlkfantryxﬁkvisien in North Africa and Sicily.

This was 1931, and the Army, like the Marine Corps, stagnated
in the grade of captain, and meost of these students in this senior
course -~ the Eieldtﬁfﬁicars' G%urs@ -- were captains, except

-Terry Allen.
| , :
Q: Bradley was in that famous class . . . the stars‘?@“ﬁi@ﬁ& el

Smith: Fifteen class, from West Point. It was a very practical
course end I was glad to get it, because you know, we'd heard

about trains and ell that, but in Benning we put them on the road.
i mean, they took you around and said, "This is a field train.”

And everything was done that was suppoesed to be done in the book.
Then we had an awful lot of terrain exercisss, mast of themhounted.
We made these reconnaissances on harseback, and you couldn't tie a
horse up by the rules of the game: you had to hang on to your heorse
with one hand while you were logking at the map, and then he'd

jerk his head and spoil your map work. 1 remember one day we were
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making a rapid reconnaissancs at a trot. WYs went two or thres
miles around $a this position, and the horse I drew that day was

a kicking herse. e were going in eeluanV and gg‘d 1ift up and
try to kick the/ggrse in column, and I was busy keaping#4;s head
up so he couldn't kick. When we got to ths other end, this
instructor called 6n me to give an estimate of the terrain that

we pessed over. I said, "Loek, frankly I've besen trying to handle
a kicking horse all the way, and I haven't the lsast idse of wheat

the terrain looked like." And he laughed and let me off the hook.

1t You talkoed about field trains and rolling kitchens and so an.

This smacks so wuch of {orld War I.
Smithe: It did, sure. Naturally.
Gt Still dealing with the same things that went on in Yorld iar I.

Smith: That's right. Aleo, on the tgcticgl problems I would have

liked to have been the opposing/

¢
could eglaﬁeﬁt‘exactly what a Fort Benning graduaste would e do in

commanding general, because I

a given tactical situa n, you see. But we did leaxqjso that you
wen ‘ ‘ A

could look at a baﬁeﬁ«af terrain and you could sse a battalion in

defense, or you could see 2 place where you could attack, or you

could set up machine guns; you got a feel of the terrain, and that's

where it was very valuable. Although in France I got & much better

fogl of the terrain.



0 P Smith - 44

@: Well, of course, .-« .. . .. was telling me about

"(?%efa%64~)A

Smith: Thagawara very, very thorough on the study aof the ground.

1: But the old saw that you can't throw away the book until you

1—
know the book was certainly proved by the training you had @nwnﬂhare.

gwmith: Oh yes. Those phrases in the book had meant nothing to me
before.fRiuvkdxtxr Field trains? I couldn't visuslize what they were
talking ebout. But at Benning I saw it, and I suppose they uvere
uery efficient for thatAperiad, 1931. But Gorld War II was only

10 years away.

In the ?ﬁeld AF?icers' Gbu:gg there were two ﬁfrinas -- Capt.
Gilder Jackson and myself -- and in the company officers' course
thers were three marines -~ Capt. Dudley S. Brown, lst Lt. G.C.

| Abure
Thomas, and lst Lt. L.B. Puller. I got a kick out of tew¥s. Once
a year -- at the end of the schobl year ~~ thsey had a tremendous
mansuver. They had at 3énning a very ﬁighly treined infantgy
xagimen?} I think it was the thh:Z%Fantry. And they turﬁ@d £hat
regiment over to %Ee students, wevgﬁ?mandad battalions, regiments

on a loYaYion 4a¥ s, g/
and what nmt,AaadftﬁEn—tntateﬂ, angAh d a maneuver that involved
everything -« attack, defense, daylight withdrawal, night withdrauwal,

everything. I was given 2{ba£talicn when it was in the midst of a
ewie

daylight withdrawal, and vspbde Puller was with that battalion. Ue

got back to a defensive position and then received an order

to make a night withdrawal to 2 new position two or three miles back.
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7
got together, and knew that we had to use & school sclution -~ we

ell, the Army Bf?%fef\wh@ was my eperations m?FieeE}anﬁ mysalf
W

knew what the instructors expected us to do under that situation,
which was to put out a covering scree@,&ﬁd'iiiizgle yeﬂg bathallon)
and drew back aleng the wire 11ng#. 1 put e Puller out with
the machine gun detachment eof the cevering screen, while an Army
lieutenant had the infantry detachment. The g::;” was represented
by a regiment of cavalry. &e%eeédy’zgéy had red flags, and they
were riding all over the place. The battalion on my left pulled
out ahead of time. The cavalry begen essing sround there, and
they eotee tried to get this Army lieutenant anﬁ-ﬁgazgvﬁuller te
surrender. They were supposed to hold thers until 9 PR,

Lewre

tell, bewis had these machine guns which werse drawn on carts

by mules -~ that was the & kind of machine guns you hadj they uere

i
Brown iAAY «= g}f.“%¥w%ﬁf_l"—a'*f? Y This lieutenant told me sbout
veeo) At

oo \ . G5 Ay 3
it /%A? Bent T \M&&J D Actiende, ¥
/}$ this the wey ymu fight the war in the goddamn Army? I am getting

put of heretl®

/
- 50 éﬁ&ﬁ% of f cros ountry with his machine gana, and he
F
e Cfmmf
came to o e ag\hhaee Ytreamg. At Benning there are streams that
Theit- (eavin

GVS:fleAths banks, am swampy ground, ard ﬁé found a
slashing that went scross where a telephons line or something had
gone across, and the trees had been cut down, and somehow or other
he got his machine guns carts across that, and he reperted in to
me at 2 o'clock in the merning, {laughs) with his machine guns

intact.

Q: The in?ahtry element surrendered?
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smith: I suppose they did; yes, they probably surrendered.
" of—t8upee when |
ﬁ:&g%mj@ﬁx&m&mrm&/{ﬁt@hé ceursg Nicaragua was in full Plawag

r the Army instructors came to me, and Gilder Jackson
#8) and said, "We'd like to get some Marine o talk to us

about Nicaregua." & Ecth Gilder and I had not baen ﬁﬂ-mlcaragua.

I sald to them, "We hayen't besn there, but go over zz the ébmpany

ere

Ghurse} e you've gwgolst Lt puiler who had 27 contacts in Nicaw~

ragua, and he could give you a very good talk." So they agreed to
have Puller. They assembled both the ékmpaﬂy éBurse and the(£;niar
ébursﬁ together plus the instructors -« about 200 people, I guess ~-
and é;%ég%got up there on the platfar@i he had ne notes, anq,un~
fortunately, they had told him not to talk about his contacts, but
## to talk about the country, the customs and manners of the people
and so forth. 50;§§§;§ got up and talked out of the side of his
mouth -« that's the way he talks, out of the side of his mouth --
and he went into the private life of President fMoncada, which was
rather spicy. He went along for a while on that, and then shifted
to the &ellaw parilf and half his lecture was delivered about the
threat from Japan ~- and he had very definite ideas on what to do
abaut that. 29& flarshall was net there, but these instructors

after i
came to mgﬂand saeid, "My God! How many people like that hava you
got in the Marine Corps?" I said, "We've only got one!® (laughter)

o  hewie |
"That's all!l" But tebie was very popular with these people down ther

@At They liked him.

L)

Smith: Oh yes.
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@: Gen. Thomas was telling me about one of those seesions where he
got up and srgued vehemently with Col, Marshall.

Qé%ufy%a7L

Smiths , I don't knasf Well, Col. Magshall was

pretty definite in his ideas. . He wes a preby tough hambiea He
had a habit of coming in and giving short five-minute pep talks at
the end of a peried, and he came in ons day, and we had these maps;

they were tremendous, and at the snd of a sessien you usually folded

2
- up your maps and put them away. There was a major , tank officer,
olymé e ? on
who was a student, and he must have basen %«&umh~&ady becgusse after

)
Col. fMarshall began to talk, he was felding ke map and making a
lot of crinkling noises. Qosh, Col. Marshall turnad on that fellow

and he really told him off. He was mad!

G: Of course you had to fold the maps according te the fort Benning

sglution .

Smith: I've forgotten now how we folded them. (Pause) That absut
finishes Benning. In June 1932 I was detached to the Marine Corps
Schools, and I knew that I'd have te pay for going to Benning «- I
had to instruct for a while. I got up there on the 30th of June
1932, andfgg;xgned at an'inatructar in the then é%mpany @f?icers'
Gaurse. It wasn't a junior course, it wes a é@mpany @fficers" éburse
The $chool at that time was in one of the -- I don't knou whethe

it was H Berracks or what it wes -- one of those twe—stmaﬁy b‘;;acks.

They had put semiopr09f1n§ material in the lecture raam,

Wk
on the ceiling, but in the corriders and in the ba@é“@here the
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instructore worked there was no soundproofing, and we could not
~telk from here to there in that room, your voice would just roll
‘around the room -~ it was terrible. But the lecture room was sound-
preofed, or socund-deadensd, I guess you'd call it.

|  Gén. Eraekénridge was the é;mmandant of thexgghﬁals at the

time I went there, anq)rightl% he wanted to give an amphibious
flaver to the schools. Haretaf@rﬁ,they simply took Benning problems
and gave them at the Marine Corps Schosls, because our tables of
‘srganizatisn «= the ﬁ@rine tables of organization -- were based not
on the tactical use of a rifle company, but on making the total
gequal the figure tha£ #pi the appropriations would provide. S0

you got rifle companies that weren't really rifle companies.

That's whe_ri;theyr had to balance the baoksy they'd take a few out

of the rifle ﬁﬂﬁiﬁn:%syau see. And the Army's tables of organizatio
were based on tactical purposes in effect at that tims.

Gen. Breckénridge wanted to quit using these tables and shift

to fMlarine Corps tables, which we did -~ which sége much smaller

rifle compenies than the Army, e had at the last minute

to rewrite every problem we had, and in order te find an area that
had an amphibious flavoy -~ we didn't have decent maps of islands --
we had to take the Gettysburg map ~- where we had excellent mepe 8-
and our reprodustion aad?rtment ade ) blg island eut of a part of

sur prof/
that map, end then we, drey—in on that island -~ I foarget what we

‘callad iﬁA Ruantice Island or what have you -- and the towns remained
the samej I think they did. And we'd go through the motions of
making an amphibious landing and fighting a battle on this island

which was part of the fettysburg map.
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Q: Wasn't this about the time that these schools were invelved in

writing th@ R

Bmith: VYes. At that time the é%mpany foicers‘ éLurse kept on

going, bué/tha Field foicers' éburse asﬂmgrlne Corps Schools they

quit instructing;and all of then turned tg\mriting, and ;he Tentative

Landing Operations Manual ceme out in 1934. I wvas there in"szf‘33,

and they were marking on it at that time. Saée colonel had mriiteﬁ

a tremendous amount of matarlal on amphibious oparatlane that we

had to mark_mzth, aﬁd it was very good. 1 fargeémﬁaa he was mow.
'Eyantwally the Tentative Landing Operations flanual came out,

and that was used as a guide.

Q.I?gggédhggegeenbgg it, and QalValle, and I think Ualler. ‘Bafrett.

of coursa.

~Smith: Houston Noble was on it. You are prebably thinking of the
~revisien of the Tentative Landing Operatiens Manual of 1834, which
- became the 1938 Navy document.

Q: FTP 167.

Gmiths Yes, FTP 167. Noble was on that beard, I knou.

O: I think DelValle, Waller and Barrett maybe . . .

Smith: Barrett was undoubtedly involved.
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Q: Earlisr -~ what they decided upon, (I think Gen. Russell probably
T o To ) 1ats%§g@ the committee which governed the writing

of the Tentative Lending Manual.

Smithhe: QGen. Russell deserves a lot of @r;ﬂitj he is the man $hat

established the FOIF, and he is the man égég put in selection, and

hs only had these years to de it in. He didn't have four years

-to do when hg became é;mmandant.

Q% Oh, he deserves a lot of credit.

Smith: He deserves a lot of credit.

Qs @alter’ﬁnsel, a navel officer, wes there.

Smith: Yes, Ansel, I zemfyﬁzf that name. Well, we got this thing
- . . h Wl , o .

»gﬁingt The only thingxwe didn't agree definitely with what,ﬁ;n. |

Brackénridge wZ?xed was that he thought the schools should b%lplacay'

where you iearq\and where you gggenut taught. se lfe peinted out

to him that in %gég é%mpany @rricers' Course you got prospective

company commanders who've got to know their wespons, and we had

highly gqualified weapons instructors, and we felt thtt it uwas

"essential that these highly qualifisd people instruct potential

company commanders in the use of their weapons. And we got away

with that. Byt he thought they would be just studying on their

own, you see. <That would work faor a geniar ébhwsé or for the

Naval War College, but it weuldn't work for a é%mﬁany égurse.
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In the summer of 1933 -~ that was the next year -« I went for
a six-weeks course at the Chemical Warfers School, and came back.

Then in September 1933 I worked very religiously on a lecture
on the tactical employment of the bayonet. 1'd gone back into
history <~ all the way back. 0Of cauraﬁlthe idea was that it had
ne tactical vaelus except to give é man canfidence. That was the
second period u?_tha course iﬁ 1935, September 1933. I was well
started on the lecture, when the adjutant interrupted me and gave
‘me a list of names of officers to report immediately tofﬁ%:ramks B
for duty with the 7th Regimeﬁt. Well, i read off the list of the
officers and went en with the lecture. A few minutes later he
came in again and he gave me anether list to report te\ﬁaxracks 8.
-1 read them off and dismissed them, and went an with the lecture.
Then he came in with s third list, and my neme was on that list.
And I thought, well, it's enly 10 minutes from finishing the
;ecturej I'11 finish this lecture and then go over to Barracks B,
which I did. And I was assigned as assistant cperétigna-afficet

of the regiment under the then Major J,C. Smith.
@t What was the urgency for the 7th @egimant?

Smith: As far ae I can figure it now, they thought for & while

that they might send that regiment down to Cuba ghen Batista was

in the process of taking over. But they thought better of it and
‘the regiment was never sent, and eventually it disappeared. But

as far as I know, that was what it was arganizad for, and it was
ﬂfganized hastily. It was the first FRF unit. In 1934 Gen. Russell

grganized the FMF; this was September '33, and in '34 this 7th

4
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/n e;usﬁnce
ﬁ@giment was atxll ew%ﬁtihg and it became the fzrst troep . . .

G: ; @’ef the East Ceast expeditiovnary force.

Aywum/

Smiths wElli'évsﬁtually it becanme that. md was at Quantice

Gen: Adm
he

with a amali EtaFF, gnd he was the CG aﬁﬂFﬂF, of everything. But

all he had was two or three officers with him, that's all, and thisg.

7th gagimenti

Q¢ You say the bayonet has no tactical value. I was thinking of

it as a shock value.

§mithﬁ fell, 1 want intmvthe "Russo-Jap zxx Qﬁnu and went into
 the B@er tiar, and want into tRY 5@ E%F the bayonet in the Civil War,
anﬁ in World War I, and 1 found it greatly exaggerated. The
bayonet éan?ta#man very seldom happened, &xcept in the Russo~Jap

@@rk And there were & lot of bayonst casualties there.

g:  Ue have a Famous painting of Bollece Woods, showing . . .
‘Smitht But when yeu run down the history...Where I got the dope
was from the medicel officers, how many bayonat wounds they treated,
and there weren't many.

gt Same thing feor the Civil War?

Smith; Yes.
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i+ How about th@qFranemﬁPrussiaﬂ war?

| | _ "
Smith: Same thing. The place where they really used it maﬁﬂthé
ﬂuésoQJap @%r, and they really used the bayonet, beth of them, and:

used it very seriously.
it And of course Stony Point and the Battlecof the RevolOtion.

Smith: Well, you see, you hear thesaA:eports of Appomattox -= oh
not Appemattox, but the Courthouse, mm after the battle of the
'@ildérness, whgra they had the ﬁlamﬁy,ﬁagie, and the Confederates
_Qére in this angle and you gsee the pictures of the Union troops
_chargiﬁg in and driving them out with the baysnetf. 5o @Lat
happened was that the Confederates got @ out before anybody had

a chance to stick them with a bayonet.

@it When I think of shock maiks velus, whEm you see someone attecking

you or you hear the élicking of bayonsts being fastened . . .

Smith: It does give the man with the bayonet some confidence. He
has more confidence with that bayenet attached there than without it.
But why use a bayonet to kill a man if you can pull a trigger and

kill him that way?

1+ Of course this one attack in the Revolution right near the
Hudson <~ I am pretty sure it's Stony Point <« gﬁre the order was
given to the American forces to attackj that was a night attack with

ﬁayenetgj not a shet was to be fired.
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Smith: Well, yes, I suppose they were valuable there. (Pause)

Cal. R.P, Williams was in commend of this regiment and Lt. Ceol.

John R. + was executive officer. And that finishes up the 7th-
Regimantﬁ _;/77
.
gn September 28th 1933, 1 got =2 pe 7gna1 jettgr from Gen, S
é WM | iw‘t

Russell -~ who was then é%mmandant ~~40rde ing ma to the Ecp;%;fﬁ%
de Guerre unless I had some personal reaton for not going. Well, 1
was reluctant to lesve the 7th é@giment at that time when it was on
the verge on going on expeditionary duty, but it was up to them.

And the regiment never went anywhere anyway. I.sailed from B;itimora

on Januery 17th 1934 on the City of Hevre. Incidentally, these

ships ceme back and were converted to APAs in World Wer II, a2g
‘ Wwhic
I sbayse sailed to Iceland on one of themj the USS Fuller, whizk

was one of the Balﬁimare‘&ina shiga} I forget which one it was -~

C¥y o
the Lity of Baltimore, th%1haura, aOthhan like that.
frrio

I went ouerAln January and the Ecole de Guerrse didn't open

till November, and they gave me that time to get commend of the

[N M?L Lo Fvetlons
French mﬁé% Cept Melembion wae the naval attaché, and later Capt.
Beauregard, and I was @sgggggg to the naval attaché's office for
administrative purposes. Of caursg,my s0le duty was to perfect
myself in the French language. I had had four ysars of college
French and had some practice with the language in Haiti, but I
needed o lot more than that, as there was no English spoken in
{he Ecole de Guerre. The first thiang I did was te g¢ for a

Courde o
refresheg\at the Alliance frangsise, which was a scheol in Paris
that taught French to foreignérs. There was no English spoken
there, no Bolish spoken, or anything elss -~ they taught you French.

Who ,
How they managed with somebody ket knew ne French st a2ll, I don't
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the widow of a major of the Ffrench Army and she cuned this old

_chéteau: the towers had been destroyed by Richeliey -~ it dated

back to Richelieu.
R: Oh peslly?

Smith: It was wk Cing WMars. There is a haok,.?haACbnsbiracy“@f

Cing

flars, & novel. He tried to get the king to ;E%giqéut Richelieu,
and he lost his head instead. They then destroyed his castle which
was this place we lived in. We lived in ths guard hause, which was
not destroyed. The towers mergléestrayad.'.A

W@%@%M '74{25 / d{j ’

fi: , What was the Cing for?

7
Smith: I don't knew, that was his name. The little village wheare
it was located wes called Cing Wars La Pile. La Pile means tower.
There was near there a tower made of brick that was built by the
Romans as an observation tower. It's still there.

Of course,there you had te talk French because nobody there
talked English. Jt's interesting that this chéteau where we lived
im the guard house was only about 300 yards from the sput’wh@re
Gen. Dunlap was killed -- Gen. Dunlap of ths fMarine Corps. Now
Gen. Dunlap had gone over -- he was not geing te be a student in
the Ecole de Quesrre, but an observer, and he had done the séme thing
I ﬂi§5 he was damg\fggiﬁg in a chédteau and getting his language

straightened away.
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@: Why the Loire Valley region?

Smith: Good French. They talked the best French. 1In the Leire
Valley we had the flat of the valley, ahd then there were short

cliffs that coms up sharply. Their houses are. hu 1t, in those
v
~tliffs: they dig in. o) at this chéteau wherelh% ived the cow '

ec one day clmiine Yime
barn was dug in %baxg’ end h@ was jeet malkzng around the yar;l ihen

the hired woman was milking the cows; there had been a lot of rain

el deéz

and the e%

-€4). ,
ew. €ct. Dunlap rushed in and threw himsalf
over this woman to protect her, and then the rest came deown on him
‘and killed him. They sent a whole engineer battalion there to dig

him out. Thé woman survived, but they had te amputate her legs.
s I guees he was a brigadier genaral at that time.

Smiths He probaebly wes.

8t 1 understand he was . . .

Smithe: He was a very fine officer.

g¢ He was certainly in line to be é%mmandant; Commandant designate.

Smith: Yes. He was a very, very fine officer. xw%& had a beautiful

little chdteeu in France. It had a drawbridge and a mpat and a

1y a/aNQuJ
. piver running ly., We went out and epent a weskend ui*h @i, at
‘1%-3 ChdYege ofe Cov /Pnﬂc’S Gen, Z)un/@ﬂ

4ﬂmé%@ﬁiai?awvaxﬂﬁmme%kdngw4%kem$n@ts 1%wé1gftar Are—tid ‘died Wirs.

DunlapAkept it, and each summer she'd get people to go over with
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her, ang they'd go together and live therg. [ den't know whether
Mrs. Dunlap is alive today or not. She was living in Geergetoun
the last ! heerdd of her.

Qs Thi$ happened befuore, didn't it? Wasn't he killed in '299¢
# Smith: Oh no.

s It was later?

Smith: I went to France in 1934, . . .

e And he was still alive then.

Smiths 0h no, no, he was degd. Down near there the Veterans of
apue

foreign Wars had put up < to,%grk that Gen. Dunlap was
R

killed there. I don't know just when &= was.
G: I think it was '29.

Smith:. Yeu think it was '29? He'd been in Nicaragwa in'27-1'28,
somgwhere in there. Well . . .

After two months with this ﬁ??ilf} then 1 had to start what
the fFrench call Ysteges™, mhiahfgggperiaﬁs in &%e French regiment
when yeu observe the traiﬁing,‘.rhe French efficers who were going
te the fcole de Guerre were reguired to do thst, and they were
required to keep notebooks on everything they saw end -heard, and
those notebooks were turned in after the stage. Buﬁjaf course with

J
me, they didn't bother me about any notebooks.
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I started the first 3gr1es of stages on July lst 1934, and 1

Wi
went on duty with the f&ex é%giment cféz;fantry at Bordeaux. The
first part aF th mgnth was spent in barracks, and then we moved

: eJsy
cut to thear éig @gm$=e§22;n§e I think it was, for field training,

field firing ana what not.

Q: D-E-5-5-0-U-G-E-S, could that be it?

Smithy 0b no. I can look it up. Americans had besn there in World
SnO'UelnE

wai I. It's

-y I think. I'1]l check on it.

@t The only reason I'm trying te get these words is for when I
prepare the glossary for the transcriber. It's sasier if they know

how to spedl them, and if I don't -= well!

Smith: Don't let me forget that, I'll look it up. Anyway, the
training there waes very thorough, except for the rifle. Thé French
didn't believe the rifle had thi part in battle -- machine guns,
automatic rifles, they really worked on that. But the rifle . . .

I went tgﬁpee a rifle practice ene day. They didn't héwe any
targegéaup there, and the lieutenant told these people, "Range,
umpty ump, fire 10 rounds." And they fired the 10 rounds, some of
them from the left shoulder, some from the right shoulder, and after
the 10 rounds they examined the targats, and a couple of targets had
ne hits on them 2t 8ll. There was no correction, and that was it.
That was rifle shooting. Machine guns were differsnt, mortars were

differant.
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hoposill
C.zzpouz;/

Uhile I was there, Cal.'&ﬁggﬁa*fﬁﬁ -~ @ VuBry fine gantleman ==
insisted that I accompsny him on a parade in Bordeaux on Bastille

Day. 1 seid, "tow look, Colonel, I don't want to get involved trying

v ‘ v ou-Gan O't?/ﬁ-/‘
to handle a sword on a horse.Y He salid, "0Oh, if ybu maﬂgﬂ stol,
and 1'11 give you my horse which is vaery "sage" (which means not
temperamental -« he rode the temperamental horse)." So I agréed to
rlﬁetghe darn thing it was & tremendous parade: it was revipwed by

Céam ot P
the Ecmte de Rivemies/he's that fellow dhst married an Amarican, a

descendant of Lafayette.

ngvnbﬁuv
f: Rene de Chewksey was amhasaadur to the United Gtatss.

Smith: He uas avmajar gensral, and he reviewad the thing. lAhink
the division went by. I didn't realize there was an American Consul
\there in ﬁcrdeaux} I should have told him about it. -éf;am this
American officer in uniferm riding in this French parade and he did
not know just what was going on. But he got in touch with me and I
told him. He was a very fine fsllow, no strings. 50/’*[0/16'@%&/74‘

The e%hei preparations for that ﬂaradgfgg the barracks =-- they
simply broke out all the horses that were to participate, and the
men fell out in their dungaress -~ what we call dungarees -- with
riflag} and th? ban# therg} ané_fhey just marched round and round
and rnund'éa—g%quadrangle, entd the horses were there to get used to
the music, ﬁﬁd that's all the preparation there was. But it leoked
good. Of course, thay were ahead of us on drill regulations. They
are the gnes éééi invented égig simplified drill where you just do
right face or left face. There's no such thing as squadsright and
squad§left, and right in the lins and left in the line. They had

ranks of three -- what we had later on.
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i: Did you wear your blues?

Smith: Ne, I wore greens for that. I wore blues for other cccasions
like cocktail partiés and what not. (Pause) There was no paper work
in the regiment. I've saved a marning'raperQ; it*szen a little piece
of scratch paper, ahe#t s0 big, and it's got what company it &aﬁ and
thé éat%}};one absantt and the initials. That'mas the morning report
.Thgy only had one typswriter per regiment. One typewriter per
regiment, that's all, so there couldn't be an awful lot of paper work
There were no disciplinary problems because the conscription in
Fran;e was very Faig; everybody was conscripted, able-bodied and not.
They would find something for %%BH to do if you weren't able-bodied.
50 these enlisted men knew that everybody else was doing the same
thing} that they weren't being pickéd upon; and aﬂymay'thay all had
mhét they talled a =wedle %arnet:’mhich was the information on their
name, thumb prints and what outfit they belonged tOj and they had teo
have that in their possession at all times, &ﬂd‘zgey could not move
from one department to another without permissian. Sg if they
deserted there was no pl-ace they could gD; they couldn't get a job;

there was nothing they could do unless they shouwed that ‘carnet .
§: Every citizen had an identification card in Francs.

Smiths Sure, avarybady who'd been in the military. Not the women,
of course. 1 talked to bivese Franch officers about it later. I
remember I was in one big camp and the sanitary facilities were not
too wonderful. They didn't have flush toilets; they had a sort of
cylindrical hole in e concrete place that sloped down toward this
hola and there wers heel places where you put your heels damﬁ;and

the place was filled up with feces. The colonel apolegized to me.
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He said toc me, "o just don't have encugh peopls on g§§§§ duty
in order to clean this up." They didn't have any working parties
like we have; and I talked to these french officers and Exsasdy
1 asked about e discipline, end khey said, "Once in a while some
enlisted men get fresh with an officer and we give them some extra
duties, but that's all." And then they said, "I understand that
your people who guard prisoners carry guns., Do you mean that if
a prisoner starts to run you shoot?" I said, "WUe'd try te halt
him and ithe doesn't you shoot for his feet." ®"That's brutal®
they said; they couldn't see that a%%alla

R ‘

That tour of duty ended the &k of July, and then on August lst
-1 had to report te the 30lst Rbgimant aF,é%tillery at Lafeére in
Nertheast France,.nat teo far from Saissons. Of course, ws were in
barracks and saw the barracks training. Then we went to Camp?gzzzgi
which was a big camp where artillery-ggg actually firddYeafQupssy
put on samé demonstrations of artillery fire. I samggjggg?aga that
was very, very convincing. e never had enough ammunition over here
to put on a 'golling barrage. But this was very cenvincing.

I sau é:é; 3rd é%valry Gﬁvisien make an attack across the Aisne
River, and they had a regiment of Spahis. The Spahis are these
North African cavalrymen whﬂvﬂgﬁnghOBG red-lined capes. It més
‘beautiful but not ggzgtacal. This regiment charged across.

wev(

Gne machinse gueqflniahed the whole works.

@: With baggy pants . . .
Raynor-

, Ameri Gan 4
Smith: VYes. mxﬂclassmateﬁ in the Ecole de Guerre was Maj. ﬁs&ﬂaau

He is now dead. He_ was a cavalryman. The colonel of this Spah1
| %&@@Tor ﬁ%rmﬁ
regiment leaned #r his horse to see how it rode. £ had
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Yﬁaf?"

v/rbeen used to trotting har$es; but an Arabian horse does ns;rsamﬁag@.

 And he could not make that hersa trot. VYou aithergﬁﬂt to walk, or

v

s
"4

what the Frenech call ﬂﬁ~amble (a very fast walk) -e2 then you go into
a gallep, aﬁd t &dpts the run. These Spahis @éﬁﬁié§§ their charge
with their aabre%‘ S=tiko—bhat at a full run, not a gallop.

That tour 1 finished on August 28th. 1 ate in the French mess
there, and my comrade wanted to withdraw from the darn place because
of the filthy language they used. 1 worked in a legging camp gﬁ:i%}
and there was nothing in§g§§ logging camp comparable to what those

fellows put on -~ the songs end stuff.
@i: The officers' mess?

Smith: VYes; the officers' mess. And I noticed the colonel came
there ene night and he enjoyed it thoroughly. VYet I went to that
colonel's quarters for dinner, he invited me up there, and he just
exuded refinement: his whole setup, his wife, his children, his

sigter~imlaw. But &ggtthat same fellnmagagﬁy kimself in the mess.
Qe thy do you think this is so?

Smith: 1 don't know; the French are that way.

and funniest
Q¢ Well, the British had the filthiest, dartlesg/ségga I've ever

heard. Some are very ctharming.

Smith: We learned that in Iceland from the British, (laughter)

But that's not . . .



G P Smith - 63

@: But they had other scngs. In Korea, when I was with the Sth
M%rines, we ‘were near a REME outfit, the post of the cockneys.
Whenf?bﬂéﬂt/ came up, he was on an inspection $rip, amd they
had him doubled over with laughter. The filthiest . . .

Smith: Yes. (ell, the French were that way. And then of course
gvery ‘time I went out to dinner with them they were always trying
to make the waitresses and what net. They were a very predatory

cutfit.
Qs ?aur French was very qQood now.

Smith: Oh yes, I got French training regulations, and I went through
the damn thingz I picked out phrases that were typically military.

i had a Frefich~English dictienary, but it was inadequate. But if I
couldn't get the definitions from thaﬁ)ifn*w¢~v 1

hae-l would talk to éheee French officers anddgat the

meaning of these phrases, which 1 wrote down in French. After six
months I had a military vocabulary. I never usaed the dictionary
again in Zﬁb%éfﬁﬁiﬁé; But I had no cocktail vocabulary or any chitte;
chatter. 1 had & militery vocabulary, pure and simple.
But we, on these exercises -« well, I'1l get into that later.
The next %ggég I went to was on August 3lst when I reported to
the 502nd Tank Regiment at Angouléme, which is down in the Scuth of
france. Uhena I got there I found that 4ke one conscript class was
on the way out, and the new conscript cless was coming in. There
was no training. 1 talked to the poor bandleadery he had, an excellen:

band; he had just twc people left in the band, that's all.
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The french at that time had a tenk that the Germans took over
later, & geood tank, it mas«aﬁﬁ tank, but theyﬁ§§8§$ it undermgggﬁs ¥
e couldn't even see the thing, and the only thing they talked to us
about was tg%§m$rld warﬁ??ggég.whiah the French never intended to use
and which was just a little ﬁééi, you know.

Gt Tankette.

Smith: I looked the situation over and 1 decided I'd just shove aF?.
I cut my tour short. The french wers & little annoyed, but 1 wasn't
going to waste my time down thers on that stuff. I came back te
Paris and we got an apartment, and then 1 went to every lecture that
I sﬁuid find just to get my ear trained. And it's @mizf a thrill
when you finally get to the point ghere you listen to &;ée—égiig;;
yeu understand what he ia_saying)amd you don't realize he is talking
in French. Then you know that you've artrived.

The first yeap in this course -~ we started the first week in
November «~- 532 the divisiae\?ézzh he supporting armg,and a lot af
ether things threuwn in. ¥hey, learned, English, German, Hussiaﬂfﬁ
had equitation, political scisnce,and lots of other things. But
basically it was division and supporting arms in thewk first vyear.

The French students that [ was with were very, very carefully
selected, and if they graduated from the Ecole de Guerre they were
practically sure of being general officers. The class was divided
into six groups of about 18 officers each, with twe ar three foreign
officers with pach group, and the instruction was the conference
method of instruction, which was excellent: yeu don't have any

approved solutions, you come in and discuss 2 preblem, and the
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instructor interrogates you and he leads you aleng, and you eventual-
1y come up with a soluticn. You never kneé mﬁathe& it's a school
splution or not, unliess hse khacks douwn yaun argumentgi I remember
one tihé my French was not adequate'ta argue with an instructegﬂ~_§
eed there was a question of how many battalions of artillery to
assign to this operation, I had the right answer, and I gave that
answer to the instructer; but then he began to cross-examine me,
and 1 couldn't justify it, you see, and I thought maybe I had the
wrong answer. He came back to iéjand that was the énswer; ma;ba'ha
got aame French officer who could defend it. They wanted to make
you reason, and they worked and worked and worked over the develop-

l
ment of a prncaas of reasoning, ahd fhey carried, to such extremes

A
that thaycaulﬂn't make a decision. Thay would say, "on the one hand,
on the other hand®, and they'd gn back and F@rtﬁjand ne decisionyj

amheraas the Angle~5axenﬁ'mau d blunder inte a decision that might

a
be wrong, but at least whey'd make a decision.

@t Where did the foreign efficers come from? All over the world?

Smith: Yes. We had one Italian. We had ho Germans, of course. We

had them from -- Russia haé those three countries now.
Gt Latvia, Lithuania and Esthonia.

Smithe Yea; we had them from up there and we had them from Lzecho-
slovakia. Ue had some British, but the British were too proud to be

#ﬂzu
studsnts. 3y camg over and ea%i;d English to the Ecole de Guerre
: Oh e IngTrve 1ieon .

peeple, and listened i?\ ie had Spanish, we had a Brazilien, we had
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a Mexican. The Mexican was pretty clever} he liked to live in Paris,
so he would neverfcomplete the year's course, and he'd come back the
sacond year and,sﬁart cvefvagain, He did that for about five ysarsi
I den't know whether they ever caught up on him or not.

e had o Wt lot of terrain exercises and historical rides.
e went sver the battle?ialds, and the Frenchmen really knew terrain.
fy géadﬁeasz Every little swale and hollow meant something to then.

Before you started é'prablem they'd get somebady ex¥B to givé'

us a tour d'horizon -- & tour of the herizon «=- which would take in
everything you saw in connection with the problem) 2 detailed

descriptieggplgna what you could do with it.

Q: HNow the Japanese in World War Il and later the Koreans, and nou
the Yietnamess have a feeling for terrain, toc organize the ground,
which the Americans ﬂévar had. %Xhey Could the French have done that?
They may have known terrain, but could they have organized it?
Could they have done things with it?

Smith: Oh yes. As a matter of fact I found this instruction that

I got in the Ecele de Guerref was very valuable to me when 1 came
back to the mschools to teach landing on islands, because the French
were always working out of some place. They couldn't do any Stone-
wall Jackson thing. All they could do was assemble sverything in
one spot and try to make 252388k ¥through, and then and—ihen exploit
tﬁe breakthrough. That's exactly what we do in landing operations.’
You see, we land right on the nose. It's only MacArthur who landed
where '%h@y ain’t.ﬂ . They therefore have to carefully study ;hei-
terrain to see what they cen do with it. They are very conscious

of the terrain.
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f: You said the French officers who graduated could be assured of

generalcy. Did many people drop ocut?

Smith: No, because the preparation was so tough. If they made the
school they were in. WMy goodness, they had to go through -- first
they had to take written Qxaminatiangf then they had to appear befors
2 board of general officers for evaluation as to their character;
then they went on the "stages" for three menths and put in a report,
And by that time they were ready to ge to schogl. Naone of them

dropped cut, na. All the preparation wasbefere.

i Houw did the foreign officers do?
Smith: Not tab walls 71 Felt 80rsy rop EnoSe guys. They had to
take notes in their own script; that meantvthagziéagwiaaturer was
lecturing in Frenc%zand~%#a% they had to make a translation into
Irenian and put it in Iranian script. You just lose an awful lot.
I made up my mind early in the game that I would take no naotes in
English. Ny notes might be fragmentary, but I'd take notes in French
and thet paid dividends, because you begen to think in French.
 Well, starting in flay of '35 == that's the second year -- we
started what thaey called&ha voyages . They uwere mounted terrain
exercisBs. There was a remarkable piece of staff organization to

erganize that. We went by groups, and we . « . .

End of side 2 of Tape I, Session I,
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Side 1, Tape 2 ~ Session [ « 8 June 68

8mith: As 1 wes saying, these voysges were # remarkable @xamplétcf

staff plénning. They had sp have a series of terrain exercises,
starting down by Tours

ﬁWwwm@:
a voyage near Taur%,that would be an inFentry voyage for a few days.

'>up west of Paris, -erd You'd join

Then znother group would céme down and take cavalry. Then another
group would eeme'ﬁs@n and.také artillery, mhera'theemﬁgagis was on
 that. Then we would come back again aend pick up artillery. That

went on for most of ths summer. You werse billeted on the population.
According to French law pecple were required to have a room for of-
ficers with a wash basin and touwsl, and they were supposed to have
it avasileble, and you cauzd'accupy it for three days with no‘uharge.
After three days 99& had to get out. 56 we had to change ocur srea
every thrse days. wé'd move to another area and be billeted again.

pel
Thssgﬂﬁaums from Nnrth Africa went ahead mith the horses, and when

yaw- gum wafs
they=were with your horse,

and they showed you to the house where you were going tﬂ live. VYou

ant ,in and Meoonial
/introduced yourself, and thers you were. Ue reuhded up at 6 o'clock

wa arrived by txaiﬁ at the depet, there

in the worning. VYou put your foot in the stirrup at 6 AM sharp,
and there was never any argément about that. And we worked all
morning, mounted, end 'héy had asrranged for the nod’m@al at some
restaurant in some village somewhere; and we always managed to get
there at 12 noon sharp. Then in the afternoon you marked up your
maps for the succeeding day, and there uwas a critiqua held around

5 o'clock. Then the next morning up at 6 o'clock.
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1 stayed with a varied assortment of people -« retired farmers,
doctors etc. -~ and 1 was rather hesitent to go into these places
without paying, but the French officen$said, "That's the law. If
they don't want to put vou up they sre supposed te put you up in a
haetel at their expense, " That happened to us at 8t. Quentin. They
gouldn't put up, these pemplé, 50 we were put up‘in a hetel at their
expénse, and there again the french mfficers wouldn't let me pay my
hotel bill to teach these people & lesson.
z?;gf anybo%g s sverpwritten ug problems for terrain exerclser

ol N’ eformance, a8 >
S tremandbua, to do it for a whole summer,and . . .

7

@: Through géé%w whole country, too.

{

i

Smith: Well, starting at Tours and ending up west of Paris meant
covering a whole range of river crossings, everything. Of ccourss,
there were no troops involved: this was all terrain exercise, maps.

/

Q1: HNothing to do with amphibious operations at all? Strictly land-
_—y gy (uie—,

Smith: Ne, I was excluded from that. They had one period they took
ﬁhe}Franah afficers down somewhere and gave them instruction in
amphibious operations. It uas canfidentia% and 1 don't know whast
they got, and I never asked them. I don't imagine it amounted to
much. One professor told us frankly when hs started out, Hxuzsidy
“le are talking about one war, and that is the wer agasinst Germany."®

And that's what it was. It was all aoriented to stepping the Germans

and then doing semething about it.
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R: What was the resctien te the A@zis and to MHitler at this timae?

Yas there any fesling ~- er --

Smiths Well, I got out of franse in '36, and Hitler really didn't
come into power wuntil '36 or after. I did, in driving the family
alang the Rhine Valley -~ the Rhineland -~ see one of Hitler's
battaliens armed with shovels. That was before he armed them with
rifles. 1 did get a letter from one of my comrades later on, when
whan they mobilized to drive Hitler out of the Rhinelan@f and if
they had moved he would have goetten out. But the fFrench mobilized
and 477'7 o £icel Wiste M said, "jell, at least one thing, we proved
that in eight days we could mobilize." The ethers didn't. They
mobilized, but the decision was not te do anything about it, and
Hitler teok over the Rhineland. (Pause) Somevhere along the line

Yhe @musin Cpper7en ce

i remembeg(a=e§se of a FTrench cavalry officer who was a comrads of

ine, who moid—o
wfled F*C%J Yo '

, abd I was billeted with & widow woman. Now the rule

t somewhers in Northeast France aad was billeted ea

there wWas BQaiAz’ sidow must be over 50 years of age. He «- I forget
hie name ny‘mas billeted with a French family, both fathsr and mother
living, who had & daughter of almost marriageable age in the family.
The next morning this French officer cesesnd joined us for the noon
meal, and he was fit ta be tied. This father had made hlm come in

G
by 9 o'clock in the evening and go into his room, and‘hﬂ4a ack the

4e
door from the outside; and then in the morning he~3-unlac51ths door
and let him out. Boy, this French officer was just fit te be tied!
(1aughs) I met h¢? when I went over with Adm, Wright in 1954 or 'S5

Yo VY
toe Paris, mﬁéﬁAthe NATO heazdquarters, and he was a colonsl then on

duty on the staff of NATO. 1 tried te remind him of that, but he

wouldn't remember it. 1§ took him to lunch.
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Let's see., At least as far as I em concerned we began these
voyages on fMay Sth, and %ﬁg%ﬁgh July 26th -- which was quite a
lengthy tiﬁg}af course., Theée were pariadswhan we were in Paris,
while another group was doing a voyage, but then we were taken out
on historical rides mr 8nme£ﬁing like that,‘in that périad - erj%F’
a demﬁnstratian af eqﬁipmenfi-sﬁmething like that.

" The second year of the school was devoted to the army éarps and
army, with supporting arms and miscellaneous subjects. In that year
all the fofeign efficérs were required to give a tal&?théir comrades,
Sﬂvminutes'warkh, in French, on a subject of their cheoosing. And I
struégleé miih this bhimgs I knew the French officers were just
crazy sbout Indians and frontiers. All of them had read the Leather-
stﬁcking! Tales, you know -- all these French officers had read those
Se 1 iﬁzk;d'ua & talk en the frontier in American history =< the
progréss of the frentier frem colonial times on across. I thought
it weg¥?§li right. President Theodorse Roosevelt wrote a similar
tyﬁa of book, I forget what he called ii, but it was a study of the

advance of the frontiers.
§s Of course that's the famous concept in American history . . .

Smith: Sure. But it was a pain in the neck. In that second year
we did more histerical ridég, and then finally from June 2nd to the
14th we had the finale of the course, which was a big more or less

. command post exercise up near Mézibres, which is in Northeast France.
it's the n@réhern'iimit of the méginat Lines it's where the Maginot
Line'anded; between Mézidres énd.ﬁhe coast there ggzthathing but
field fortifications. There again we had various different commands.

1 waa‘sumaé$sively the commanding general of the 8th Army chpS(énemﬁ
: \
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and commanding general of the ﬂth.lnfantry‘@hv;szan<2r1sndig; and
cemmanding general of the 1ch44Tmy éﬁrps(}namy) You operated, and
the French oders were mritten out in great deteil: we had to write
out the orders for attacke end defenses and what not. They were
written in longhend on a raprbductian gort of paper that would

repde repreduce 25 copies, ne typewriter., Those were Army orders.
B: No five-paragraph cdrder for them.

Smith: They had more than five paresgraphs. Thay had & lot of
details. I've still got the little aids~mémaiéaa~ the French aide-
memoim thé book that had all the notes on erganization, weapons,
everything else. These young officers carried that around; if they

didn't remember everything, it was in thsere.
it Just like the staff manual..

Smiths VYes, but this was more detailed. It had all the tables of
organizaetion, It had everything in ﬁheré‘; the range weapons could
fire ete. It wae very thorough.

Al mess
Pre A there wsould

on various subjects. The French aF?iers would argue back and Ferﬁﬁ.
%M%uﬁgg most of thess Freach efficers had baan in World @ar {I

éut there was one young af?;rar there who fﬂad ramgnaftar tiarld ar %

and he was quite talkativae, sﬁd‘ﬁ% mas~ﬁuttlng up an argument that

France had won WYorld War I on her oun; that it wasn't the allies

that had helped france to win., France's fighting ability had won

the uwar.
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thaawenr. The other officers argued that after all the Americans and
the BrifB8n®ER8% B8040 to do with it. 1 Listened to this, and he
got vehement and he said, “After all, what was the American Army?
It was just a cloud on the horizon." They argued with him again,
and he came cut with it strongsr, so in the best French I ceuld
muster I told this young fellow, "Now look, did you ever hear ofﬁﬁé
Iheuse. ~Argonne operation ? After all, there were 800,000
Rmericang éﬁaﬁ participated in that operation, end that wes & little
mure than a cloud en the herizon." Then he apolugized, and all thé;e
Franch officers began telling what a wonderful army the Amsrican Army
was. 1 never thought anything more about it. But on graduation day
this young fellouw came arcund to me te say good-bye, and he said,
"] trust there is ne bitterness.” I said, "Heck, na, I'¢ forgotten

all about thsti” But I still think he believed it.

Q: It was pretty typical of some of thaﬁjthis attitude.
Smiths VYes,

@+ The supremeacy of the French Army ever any other.

Smith: Well, they were at one time coensidered the best army in
Europe, and thsy lived on that reputetion, and the German army
built up. They wers very good on steff work., I never gaw anything
like it in America., [ watched one opseration thare-nf staff mark -
it was remarkable, At Benning we touched on -ei» march-graphs and”
that kind of thing -- how s= wbhen you Qvecalqmns procesding ahd

crossing each other, going ot different speeds, how do you figure
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when to start and stop them in order not to cause a traffic jam.

it The march serials?

&

i 58/%/;7 /e /uef\/

was eMer. in one of

Smiths,  Yes. 1id that for the brigads.
at fégpt@g¢§9 £
these exerﬁz%asfaﬁﬁ‘jt was a guestion of moving a couple of Army
N crodd

corps aﬁTW$s~%thmauﬂtry by read and rail and everything else.
And these french staff officers -« of course there again we were

o éﬁ? W
assigned jobg -~ orgesnized what they called the Bureau i amgntj
dg

THe Je, o N
‘ m/ o

aemn)and within an hour ﬁheyf@-hQV@ the whole thing fﬁ . out.

iy goodness, I thought it would take @ week to figure that one out,

an office 4h movement, with three or four of them,

because you had all these diffarent speeds, and all the different
roads. You had artillery, tanks, you had the infantry, all going
at different speeds. And they couldn't cross each other unless you

figured it out in advance.

: Isn't this iha nature of continental warfare? It was the
Germans that orgenized the railroads, I think the French .z.e.
Smith: The French did toe. They did e remarkable bﬁéﬂé; When you
think that . . . for instance Soissons was fought on July 18th 1918,
and they'd gotten in there by truck and ﬂi%l and what not, and thsn
they moved the whole outfit including the First end\gecnnd‘infantry
'Ezvisxons by road and rail araundA%t mlﬁiel, which was tough, and
my Goesh, they all got there, and that wes-g tremendous Movement.

‘ Vre zmme\le \rb /5 :

The trucks were driven by #kess litt 1QA~:»w

H
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An interesting thing: the Sth ﬁgrines in going into Soissons
had to come up through 2a E%% wood «- I forget the name of it -« to
ﬁ;; jump off line, and their truckiﬁgr something had been ﬁeiayed,‘
erd they had the double time to gegdthe line of departure on time.
The same thing happened to the Sth ﬁ@rinas/‘mwggg the jump off for
Operation Killer in Korea. (e weee to jump off on February 21st
18951, and I was jumping off with the 1@§,ané S5th ﬂgrines in assault.
Tha:7eh;@%rinaa was still eoming by atwéggéﬁ around from Pohang.

We moved in there. And :gh%/gw’%ﬂ"m at that time decided to

visit the wenatmliony, area where we'd jump off to give some

decorations se—semethd to the people who were leaving; and thay

stopped all traffic in and out of the plane-mhile MacArthur was in

waes
the area, and our fth Ayariae_s were moving in by M ruck and couldn't
ewig 4
move in. I sent tewss Puller up ahead ta tonzflu, and I intended
A Eig
to came mrﬂ thy Q? off, and-kﬁﬁée called me up all axcxted
1EThe s
and hg\‘ = wasn't going to make 1§,hﬁm many people did we

have to have up there in order to jump off? Thevfirst ﬁ@riaaa

:_,: ir:zlu %‘ff ecij‘;zéf this cloesing eff of the traf‘f‘ic. M,
7\"1'11 ba up there in time, but if onhe battalion of the 5thl%%rines
getathere in time to jump off we will jump off with the 1st At
e ﬁiﬁ%ﬁov ot the Sth .” And that battalion had Eég?double
time to get in there for the jump off/ I forget whether it was the
2nd or lst battadion. But it's interesting that history repested
iteeslf.

T 57

double tlmagﬁat night, was

Az /M ’/7W( Dprosos @77}% .z ﬁ//fﬁ

it net?
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Smiths It must have been, becauss it must have been a daylight

e T ¥ He oyF Ao~ Qperatbon
attack. /‘Fh-i.s m/as not at nlght/ﬁ{m PJUM,@ 7 '
frller olys made . | |
Q: I wonder if the reason why the emphasis on organization of march
serials and movements such as they had in France, and why this countr
didn't emﬁhasxze it was because aur c%%Fept of fighting was te fight

heye Wi
overseas, and we oo ‘not concerned en mevements within this ceuntry.

Smith: No, no we are not. The thing I could never uﬁderatand about
the Army is why they could never figure that in World War II we had
«tm.have aﬁ amphibious operation to get ashere in Europe. They just
figured that it'd be like World War {; that tizaZrench would be
halding all the ports, and all we'd have to dq4¢& go in and go uﬂ%
the lines. It never occurred to them that they'd have to land eﬁﬂw

M, 7007

assault. So at the last minute they dhshed doun andfg?t aug FTP 167
and copied it intoc a field manual to give their peop 4 on what to da

abaut amphibiocus operations.

g: The ﬁ%phibi@us e F%ree of the Aﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂfleet -- Holland Smith's
outfit . . . .

tnfarny
Smiths He trained the 1st Ehuiaian, and that was far North Africa.
G: And then gn the Uest Coast . . .

Smith: But before that they got out this training manual.

it And they had an amphibious sngineer gutfit that supposedly was

to -~ which ran its own bosts and so on . . .
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smiths You'f find when we get to Talasea that that's what I went
ashore with -« 533rd éﬂgiﬁaar Boat and $hore z%giﬁent.' The Navy
didn't support that operation. fhexAzmy That wes Army.

it Had g%%zgaarnéd a lesson by then? ere they good?

Smiths They were pretty good, except that the Navy Just was shocked

at the way thzy hapdled boats with ebandon. I went out in one of
' Yaro an /nQsmin g
their boats t%«a-transparﬁ 2
was was a coxwaing anﬁiﬂz was an LLW ee—something—t- at, and we
Mmovin Q
went alongside thxs tfgnSpert, and he left /7302V/ and eet

@Méﬁa boat m/vﬁM( To et /Aebd o The /: Ao, /mﬁww

W Tho fon < @ b&,a/f” /it That:

€
& *h&t lisutenant colenel who cammandad that enginaerlng 3Etfmt
e/ 6 (4
with—me was a very fine efficer; he eventually beﬁ@me E&put;ICIH.

Amory was his name. He was a very fine man. He went on with that
eutfiﬁ ta‘the‘ﬁhilippines. fly gosh, they went in small boats from
New Guinea to the Philippiﬁas; They just teok off. OF course there
were islands not too far apart. g%?at. the may they operated. &ky/

nt TM q,/rfﬂ‘ nleit, t-éluar w(}‘tﬁ
(pduse) FRppulpiiens exercises from the Eanlg de Guarre we held

=them in July of 1936 -« I guess it must have been -« and we were

, Q@ , .
given a certificate and given the tabs of,French staff officer.
Itve gét a certificats that eppeints me as a staff officer of the

French Army.
Qs pid you wear the tabs?
Smitht I've got them somewhere, stowed away. They are red and they

1B ERT have lightning flashesj; little red lightning flashes.

The red tabs you put on ysér sleeve.
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@@t Did the French have the same concept of a staff officer as the
Germans have? In other words, the commanding g@neial has as his

principal adviser a member of the general staff.

Smithe Well, the French started the general staff system,; and the
Germaens developed it to a high degree, and the staff became all
powerful in Germany. As far as I know, in Germany as in France there
was a G-1,2,3,4 and a chief of st&ff. It was the same type @df
organizetion. Apparently, the general staff officers in Germany

made the tactical decisions: it was @ staff officer who told the
German commander to withdraw after the Battle of the Macne. That
was a lieutenant colonel of the general staff, and that g@neral“
withdrew. That wouldn't happen in France: they didn't have that

kind of an organization. (Pause)

I came home in August 1936 on the §5 City of Baltimore. As

expected, I was ordered to the flarine Corps Schools at Quantice as

an instructor, and reported there in August afﬁ'ss. Gen. Holcomb was
then cemmandant of the Warine Corps Schools. From the time I had
been there before there had been tremendous strides made in the
instruction. They really were studying this problem of the march
across the Pacific in.meﬁth. e had problems worked up faiﬁ%@la@j

re ,
;captured Guem; we had Saipan.

A

Guam; we
Is Truk, I imagine.

Smith: ©Oh, Truk -« we worked hard on Truk.
But by the time 1 got there in '36 the Zgntatiwe 4anding @peratiene
%&nual had been published, and they were working on smoothing it for

FTP 167. The only thing I objected to ~- and I think maybe did get
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smme'revisidn of their thinking on that -- was that the man who
planned the naval gunfire for a landing wanted the attack to ge in

by ﬁhase lines, reachingAphase lines at a'given hour, and then he'd
sit douwn and figure out naval gunfire for all th@ss objectives

tchedule
becauyse he had the txm% 1 said, *fdy gash hew do you knaw you're
going to gat‘%ﬁg%e? You've get to have it on call. You can da it
for the beach: you can plan all that ahead, but anything beyond the
besach has ga£ to be on call.® Ahd of course that upset his whole
apple cart. That was Col. Shannon. {laughs) But we finally put that
across, and got it more reglistic,
of cmurs%jaen. Rolcemb didn't stay with us too long. @On January

1¢f 1837 he beceme (gmmandant of the Marine Corps, and he was reliewe
by Cai; Clapp first, and then Gen. Buttrick came down. The interest-
xng thlng on his being appointed ébmmandant was -~ ] happened to ga
to @h&g big Blrthday @all in Area 17 there at Quantices Gen. Holcomb
was present, Gen. Lyman was thers, Gen. Russell was there, there were
people from headquarters. And Gen. Lyman thought he was going to be
the next é@mmandant of the Marine Corps. Gan. Halcomb had been
confidentially adviseé that hesuwas to be the G%mmandant he didn't

say snything about it. Gen. Russell never said anything about it

at the dimner. Finally some woman turned to Gen. Lyman and ssaid,
"I'm sﬁrry about what hsppensd." He said, "Uhat happensed?" Then

she told him, and bay, that kind of broeke up the party down there.
§¢ 1t got around fast!

Smith: It got around fast, yes. But Gen. Holcomb was a very fine

é;mmanéant.
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i+ UWas that some senior @Fficergiifa‘whu said it?

Smith: Ves. She was sitting next to him; it must have been a
senior officer's wife. His aide knew about it, but the aide was

afraid to tell him.
§: Everybody knew about it except . . .

Bmith} Exeept him. He wes a kin@ of a tough hsmbré, you know.
I Just sau his aon An@raw, and he's @ dead ringer, for his father.
He was anAme‘Lant/ d”ﬁzﬁf W/e/; [ ey m Commian

i

i+ He was Big Foot Brown's artillery exec in th%@ﬁhrinasa

Smith

e

I den't remember.

Q":t 1 gm pretty sure he was.

sﬁith:v He waévwith.me inbfw?tant; I Fergpt what job he had thore.
.&: He\ﬁust have bssen a Liaaﬁenant coloenel then.

Smithz' I think he was colonel. That was in '55, He's retired and
living in Marin County now. (Pause) : y
af-Yhe Marine Cgbdr\ﬁyﬁq/g- A,
Well, I simply instructed in amphibious mparatiangqéﬁaﬁehv of
maurseyz always wented to go to the FMF and had never besn able to
make it, but I didvfinally get detached on June 1lst 1939 to the FNF

in %an Diego. In these days the ﬁﬁﬁ headguarters of all the FBF
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was in San Diego, and Gen. Louis McCarty Little was in command of the
FAF. Later he was relieééa‘by Gen. Upshur. They assigned me there
to staff duties as usual: I was made what they called in those days
F<3. 1 was the operations officer of the Fgrca. The Fleet Q%rins
F%rcs in those days consisted of the 1aﬁ'Brigade at Quantico, the

2nd ﬁrigada at San Diego, end aviation units at San Diegt, fuanticeo
and Virgin Islands ~- that was it. Now the'Erigade itself wes a
stripped down brigade, ecnsisé}ﬁg of one regiment, and the regiment
having only twe battali@néygnminimum of supporting troops end artil-
lery. That was what we had. Ws did some field training on & make=~
shift basis. They menaged to lease some land 10 miles east of San
Diego -« what becamé Camp Elliott ~- and they'd go out there Qﬁﬁ
wander around the brush and do a little shooting. Anq,aF coursglmé
began to agitate for the purchase of a decent training area, and we
were pinned down. Headquarters Marine Corps was not interested in

@ training area for anything more than a brigade, and that brigade
had to be supported from the Marine Gnrpsi@a@a at San Diege, which
limited what you could do. But we went areund and we recommendsd

an area, 19,000 scraes, near the old Escondido Road, about 10 miles
east of San Diega. We got nowhere with our recommendatien until the
reserves were mobilized in November 13940, and then the Marine Corps

purchased the 19,000 acres just like that.

Gt The quartermaster genesral at that time was Seth Williams, who
wss @ very tight fisted individual.
o dicherin
Smiths VYes. When we were biekeriny about ﬁ?is area, @s a matter
| The
of curissity I went up with Cel. Er@e%gy te,Santa Mlargarita Ranch,

which became Camp Pendleton. e went in and talked to fir. O0'Neill
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who cuwnsed the place aleng mxth fir. Flood, and talked to the manager,
(fieg

and talked about lsasing land, The manager saié,"&a‘llleaﬂ%££; mg

of those mauntainc ié that's allwgsg/lntersstaé in leasing." .

0ld fr. 0'Neill said, "I amn not making any money cut of this land
Whk'= "M
Ka yway; I wishgthe chernment would take it over.® Feat u a§1'42/
£ *;%e v ordimenl
/\ id tske it over for $EYGB@ 600.

S

Q: Is that the Flood whe haé the Flood Estate around here?

Smith ¢ Yes. He was a silent partner in this deal. 8'Neill was the
frent man: he lived in the ganch H%uag and he ran the ranch. But
most of the money as far as I know came from Mr. Floed. UWe hed &
Flood Building in San fFrancisco, and a Flood £state. He was a

millionnaire.
G: Douwn in Menteray too?

Smith: 1 don't know whether he was in flonterey, but cezfixnly around

: : Wav
the gzninsula he had big holdings. e, @b thought 1§4ﬁas a gond
€ ﬁew«wm ) )
idea to nams, birEn—aanp Camp Heolcomb. We ran into difficulties there

),
because you are not supposed to name a camp for anybody who's alive,

oxcept Camp H.M. Smith in Honolulu which we named for a living
general. Gen. Holcomb said, "You got to chahge the name® so we
changed it to Camp Elliett, the name of a previous é%mmaﬂdant of
the Marine Corps. And we laid out firing ranges therse; we did a
tremendous amount of live firing, but we had a great deal of dif-
ficulty with fires: svery time a tracer bullet or a mertar round

o _
would go out into shie grease wood you'd have a beautiful fire.
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ey Tensive | over
Be had beewtiful fire lanes all areund the place, but the rule was

that the fellow who started the fire had to stay thers until it was
out; end the poor mortar psople, they never got home, because they
were the people that aslways started the fires. The place was alive
with rattlesnakes, but I always cerried a stick, and I'd hit the
brush with the stick just to give the faatiéanak@ warning se he
could warn me. But we never had anybody bitten. e had one lieu-
tenént who was struck in the heel of his shoe, and a private who

had a rattlesnake grab on to his trouser’s leg, but didn't get

through te his skin. That's all the trouble we had.
it Scared the devil ocut of 'em.

Smith: Oh sure! We killed about one a day, and, of course, thefen
used them to scare people to death: they'd lay out the darn snake
some place where somebody would run on to it and would be scared
to death.

In 1940 we talked to the Nevy and decided te put on a real
amphibious ogieration around San Clemente Island. The Navy agre;d
to send in battleships, cruisers, destroyers, transports, everything
and we'd really have a @o;gsund. And then the Japanese situation
worsened, and the Navy had to pull ocut all theze ships. But we
heid the exercises. There was an awful lot of artificiality at
San Clemente Island because they've got only 100-ysrd beaches.

e put thelﬁs?ense Battali ns. ashore there. By that time we
had\Ba égo E%a{&?’

fehse M$z7alians; tha%Ahad 50 machine guns. And Col. Gosgessd
o g *?% .

had & —oBt se there wasn't anybody in the world could

ever have gottenm ashore. S0 we had te rule out about 75% of thése
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QUARS Fram naval gunfire in order to get aahﬁre at all, ané we had a
maneuwet. Then we couldn't st@p Col. Thamaean; he had the 2nd B%t~
talion of tha 6th, and he'd been raised on the lagen@ of Stcnemall
Jeckson, and this business of being stopped hg just couldn't ses,
and he'd just keep on g@ing;' 1 was chief umpira,'and 1 had to get
Gen.’Upshur ta gaﬁ held of Cal?ﬁ?gamaﬁvn amﬁ’séya “This is it, you
are not going in Further." And they finally stepped John.

Gs He had 2-6 at this time?

$mith: Yes., 1 teok sver 1-~6., Ashurst had 1-6, and Thomasoen had
246. At the end of the first year I etill wanted to get a battalien
,so'f talked to Bill Ashurst and told him éﬁ@uﬁ éll the beauties of .

‘staff duty, and how about trading with me. I talked him inte it.

We went arsund to Gen. who commanded the brigade and hg

Thal~

appfuved, and Bill came up and took over F-3. Shortly aftsi“he was

bas , . . ,
ordered to Peking anﬁAlmaked up as prisonsr of war in 1941.
8t Just thinky if he hadn't given up his battalion . . .

Smith: My coenscience hurts a little bit on that.

Q: Did you think about it? I
Smithe: ©Oh yes, I thought about it.
_ He at L o
Ygu—weTe promoted into the jeb anyway. Hgaw might have

been slated for it regardlass.
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Smith: He was commahding the barracks out there, which was a better

job than commanding & battalion at Camp Ellioctt.
@i+ But he was a full colonel.
Smith: Yee, he wes a full colenel.

8mitk Q: So the point is that with promotion he would have been
slated for it regardless of whek whether he gave up the battalion

or not.

Smith: Ves. lell, this was @ pretty busy time. After mobilization
of %haas R&seruea;;&; dgid it a little differently at San Diego from
the East Comst. Each battalion took an intact reserve battalion.

I took the Seattle battaslien intact, and absorbed it, and the com-
manding officer of the battalion became my executive officer. Ue
had a few extrs captains but eventually it all shook down. They had
sp few troops, it would have been iﬁfractimal t@-brin@ them up te

Au

strength., 1t was much better to 5e& them/iﬁtm an organized battalion
anéjanymay their enlisted personnel ;ﬁgzﬁ% so hoet. Theéere vere some
good officers. The executive officer, the commending officer of the
battalion, was @ nice fellow, e-bokd—ene, but he didn't have enough
background to supervise the training of a battalion in the field.
He'd done # summer training, but that had not meant much. So I had
to do all the work alane.. I did a lot of work, I'11 tell you ' $0g¥S
ha}gne field exercise @ week in the field, and they had to be.written
up. I had seme very fine junior eofficers, like Bill Jenss who was a

2nd lisutenant in my BRfdz outfit, a very fine officer; Haffners
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but they didn't have the background to write up problems like that.
1 had to do it alone, and Balduin couldn't help ms. 9 IBBR%nders -
I had Jaime Sabatier and I don't knew who elsa, but they were pretty
busy end I couldn't call on them.

The first thing we had to do was te pake our 3rd Battalion. Ue

e Fine

only had two battalions in the 6th aﬁ%ef I went ouer to the 6th.
Then we made the 8th Marimas, and then we made the 2nd M&:ines, and
-1 don't know hew maﬂy\Be?@nsa Battalianss they Jjust kept coming and
gettiﬂgcﬁgﬁﬁgxggg/gﬁgrggnding‘in recruite. VYou'd train up thess

recruite and then they'd be pulled as cadres for some unit.

| /7L 7(07(;4/ (9( 17 Mﬁse é/ﬂ/ﬁﬁ?/)wﬂ [b&’ ﬁfﬂh/%/

Smitht Yes. I finally came to the conclusion that the best kind of
8 recruit to get in my battalion was a farmer boy who didn't know
anything about machines or anything else, and then the tanks and the
motor transpgrtg and all these people wouldn't get his name, and I
cpuld hang on to him for a while. After I took over the battalion
they turned over thE/M-1 rifle to us. They armed us with the M-l
rifle to try it out and report the bugs. And we found plenty of
bugs} ge%&hiz, we had to have a cart with spare parts follow us
around. Sut Fhe Army was doing the same thing and eventualliy thby

worked out all the bugs and it became a good rifle.
Q: Why didn't they take the Johnson rifle?

Smithe: I don't know. The Army?
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' @: Or the Merine Corps. I understand tha%?ﬁahnamn was supposed to

be a very fine ons.
Smithe 1 didn't hear any talk about that.
G: That's the one that a marEﬁ@?Eg?ansi invented, Melvin Jshnson,

Smith: Oh. Ue moved into a tent camp at Camp Ellictt in August 1940,
and had field training, and in the fall of 1940 we absorbed the
{i@wﬁ%& battalion. Then the lst Egttalimn was desighated as &hae.
Ao'.r Iﬁt‘ant—ry. then Me had te ge down -~ and the Navy cooperated
very well == to the air‘sta%ian‘ All we had in the way of planes

to transport in?antr& was PBY planes. e went douwn there and figurec
out all the hS3HE Far%ﬁ%chingﬁgampaﬂy, rifle compzny, headquarters
cempany -« what you coudd put in a given plane, what was the standarc
load, and we simulated the weight. We filled up bandoleers with
sand and what not, because these aviators dewn there wanted to weigh
out the plane. Once you got it loaded it had to have equilibrium.

Wle never got more than eight PBYs at a time. We flew around
the ocean out there. The trouble was that the Marine Corps had not
yet develoeped a good rubber boat that we Egg%Q& use. Ue wanted a
boat that could be folded up inside the PBY and then pushed out ths
door and sutomatically inflated; and they just didn't have that kind
of a thing. o

Bt Wasn't that the ene that Great Farrell was working on? #

Smith: Yes, they eventually developed it. As matter of fact, in

World Yar II there was one place where you could have used that kind
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of infantry. That wagnthé capture of Ulithi. There wers dnly 108
Japs at Ulithi, and they sent a whele regiment, an RCT of the Army
there to capture the place, and thasy landed that RCY on the beaches
with 211 its gear, and only 100 Japs. Now you could have taken a
battalion in these PBY planes and gone in there and done the
business with no strain. But we didn't have that.
0%; Us werse in Camp Ellictt permanently in Barly 1840: we never got
A@ut of that tent cemp bq?ﬁre we went to Iceland. UWe continued
furnishing cadres for new units. Then dn February lst 1941 the
an-/m/r Dt/ was organized officially, and in debe May we had a
division review: the most impressive thing I've ever seen. Gen. Yoge
organized it for some South and Central Americen officers who were
up observing; and by that time we had three regiments in the division
plus the artillery, tanks, motor transpertf. The troops fell out in
khaki#'aha leggings and they marched at sling arms with fixed
bayanet§;;;t é@ fliramar Fiald’mhi&h was a big field near Camp Clliott
Dust cloude rising ~- it was very impressive. In World War II,1
nsvér saw that many égrines in one place together. I had more

M@rines than that, but not tegether. d?ne of these South Americans

Cov
said to me, "My gosh, that outfit een come down and lick any army

we've got in South and Central Americal® And they could have.
G¢ Are you skipping over Iceland?
Smiths Just coming to it,

@: Gh, you went shsad on this.
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smith: Yes. In late May 1941, the ﬁm Battaiion was engaged in
loading ou%i%he_vss BEK Fuller. We'd load out with simulated am-
munitien and what not, go over to San Clemente and make a landing
- and come back, Then anather bat i:?n would go over. As we were
loading out, orders came to eéggﬁ~emay the practice ammunition .ahd
what-rot and lead 10 % units of real ammunition and 30-days rations,
and to smbark for an unknown destination. e didn't know where we
wers going. The Bnits involved were the 6th Mgr‘nes, now gi;h its
3rd Battalinn and supperting units, even ki paraS%yZ%d i héd 2]
E%rachute gﬁataan attached ta me. UWe got rid of that on the East
Coast. I was the troop enmmander en the USS Fgaler. Capt. 7@5&5 was
commanding, I ran into hinm again} he was theﬁ a-%gmmﬁdore and wR2E
Ehi@F of Staff to KQI%E} Turner on the Eldorado égnﬂkinawa.

I suppose what I had would have been called a landing team.
- 1 had about a thmusanﬁ-men'ég the force. e sailed from San Diego
~ May 3lst, destination unknowun. We didn't know what to do about
unif@rmsa No word came from higher headquarters whethsr to take
winter uniforms or not, and I told my crowd, "1 am taking everything
I've got including an overceat. e haven't got any orders, but that
is what I would suggest." "~ Jaime Sabatier said, "i am not going teo
take any overcoat.” He didn't, but when he got te Iceland he had
to buy an enlisted man'e overcoat.

e went down to the Canal and we passed through the Canal at
night <« no one ashore. It was pretty tough on the men, they wanted
to see the Canal, but nobody waes sllowed on deck. My guess was that
we'd go to Guantanamo and then to Martinique. ﬁaakepmzz; the ward-
rmams/ the efficers kspta&ﬁﬁgﬁiéﬁ;ggg'ghe 8 o'clock position and

plot it on the chart, trying te figure where on earth we were going.
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chackpoint
1 talked to the Captain., He was making wﬁﬂﬁ%sﬁﬁxwgrﬁ or whataver it

was. He didn't know his sventusl destination, and I think he told
me the truth. ihea he gai to cheekpaint Y, he was told to go to ;;'
or something like that. ‘ ,
 Well, by the time we rounded Cuba and passed through the Floride
Straits ail bets were off, we weren't geing to fiartinique then. We

- put in at Charleston, South Caralina,_mﬁere we were joined by the

sth fefense Battalion, which had been hastily organized, and Fhe
machine guns had been shipped by express fraom all over the United
States by the ery)beeauee we were going to Iceland instead of the
Army, you saaé. And they agreed to equip us. There was a §$400,000
express bill, as a'result of expressing that stuff in. Gen. Marsten
shamedﬁ‘up as Brigade égmmaﬁﬂer with his staff, and we found ws were
in the lst @Tigaﬁe, end he told me we wers going te Iceland. Every-
bedy'talked Freely about it down at Charleston. Ihat hs said had
happened was that the British hod asked the Americans to come over
to Iceland ta,ralieus the 25,000 British troops that were there.

Gen. ngﬁaﬁ{sala he was in the pr@mass of organizing an expadltimgry
ferce and he could use drafteee in the Un1ted Statz; but he cauldndf
use them in Iceland, and if he had to send theeﬁatrnmps over there

- at that time he'd have to break up mrganizatmaﬂs\ln order to get
together troops, ﬁﬁd.ﬁ% asked Gen. Holcomb if he had anything he
cpuld send. Gen. Holcomb said, "I've got %;i@ reinﬁaree%ﬁg?giment

on the high seas." 35S0 they egreed to soup it up to brlgadﬁjgg;

ehe
san it on out. Qur q artermaster had begg~are&aé to Sears & Reebuck
er Concens,  Ae | - Ae
and aéﬁdr+m¢ ang «s-haumht all the ld weather clething we could
gy ol colol coedther—
Find. All we had 13& arlna/Flathmng was our overcods and these old
fur caps. == And we took off for Argentia,
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Newfoundland, and hesitated there while’?rési@ent’éaasevelt made up
his mind whether to take a chance on sending this bunch oFi%grinas
across the submarine-infested North Atlantic. He had taken the
precaution to extend the 2%%2%%% zone gg)zmelaad, 50 that we could
have destroyers operate between the Hnited States and Iceland, and
they'd be in the neutral zone. But the GCermans didn’t pay any
attention to that neutral zane. Aftey three days at Argenties we
took off for Iceland on July let 1941, and arrived in Iceland July
8th. of courséﬁme arrived there in the Arctic summerj there was no
night, and we worked all night long. Iceland is a bleak and rugged
island -~ mountains, cliffs, no trees; not a tree. There were azbout
25,000 8ritish troops there under command of Gena. Curtis, a very fine
gentleman. 1 teok over from the British—e%* canp Rear 4/"’("35,. which
isjabput 10 miles east ef Reykjawik, the capital. It ma%i%issen Hut
camp, with huts é@é&sﬁ'se the wind couldn't get a bite on the huts.
It was ﬁéar thé_ﬁé&ﬁQUZz Hiver, which was & hot stream. It was
practically boiling et the source; then some of the tributaries that
came inte it were cold and it ccoled off a bit. But my med went
swimming behind Q%% ﬂgﬁﬁ there until NawembE{} the water was still

warm. e were in an anomalous aiﬁuatinn; here there were 25,000

British troops bﬁ Iceland, at war with the | and here
we were, 5,000 Marines at peace with the Germans. If ths fGermans
attacked Iceland we'd have ta do something about it, we'd have to
defend. S0 we drew up e defense plan and did a iot of talking with
Gen. Curtis, and more or lese agreed on the part that we would
defend. (e drew up these plans and then shouwed them to Gew.Curtis
and he just put his initisls on them. Hlcouldn't give an drder to

the American troops, you see. That would not have been cricket.
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}@an. flarston mggﬁﬁ me sehior member of -e board te draw up an
estimate @? the situation on how to defend Iceland. Some of these
‘jokers in Heshington felt that we could defend the whole of Ic@land -
200 miles around - with that ene brigade, which of course was
foalishness. The first thing I had to do was decide that we would
defend. e were not at war with Germany, and what would we do in
case they attacked? The ides was to defend. I don't know how many
divisions we camé up with as a solution; and planes. By that time
the Apmy had come.out, and the estimate mas t rned oyer to Gen.

Fhe gumd ei- 0 )f“

Bonesteel, and)ef eaurs yhg was aghast a%wummﬂmxmh

M
it would take to defang\ euuéﬁ{ figured the number of men ge could

people we thought

use would be dependent upon the ability to supply them through
different ports such as Reyk javik.

%e'? then convensd an Army board and another Marina board to meke
ancther set of gstimétesy and they came up with the same'ansmer I had
(laughs) Thay didn't get anywhere. The Germans periodically sent
planes over, mostly Heinkef} they weres on photographic missions.
The Eth'@kfanse @attaiiun‘wauld go into é%nditiaﬁ @ne.

Un one occasion esrlier the Gesrman planes had atrafﬂjthe
- girfield near Reykgavzk, awd 1 don't knouw weskhrz whether they
wounded or killed seﬁgbe ﬁ/

On August 16th 1841 #inston Churchill<ﬁég an his way home from
Argentia where he had conferred with Qresident Roosevelt, and they
had &awn up the Atlantic Eharé?v He was on & battleship and he
decided to stap in Iceland and pay a visit te the British trodps
and to the American troops there. We put on a review for him.on
the main road near Reykjavik. Fortunately we had a good dey. It

7

was a balmy day. In Iceland the wsather can change radically in
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four hours. 1In the summer it can be balmy and within four hours you
| , , ALurs
may have sleet. It's all occasioned by the éulf‘ -gtream which ‘etereans
around it and makes the weather uncertain. The Arctic Circle somes
dewa-—<and almast tﬂUCheo the north side of Iceland, but becayse of
& , aretsc
the é%lf ream g£¢ﬁ§7arauud iH—doeondt-guibe—touchn,. th%AlGG doesn't

quite touch. The ics comes within 50 miles of the north coast of

fcelend.
Si=Touese fhe Congress eventually passed -~ well, eventually .

thy permitted the Army to send draftees out of the country, andby

September the Army was ready to sendA?ut troops to Iceland, and
The

theoretically they were to relieve thite Marine Brigade,and we would

", T} hame. They came out in September, but we didn't go home until
e
ﬁnext flarch, aﬁé hay q§cideé that theyr_ put us te work on bu;lcang

VA uerff Come Ov
hut camps for the Armgqmnammxheymname. $¢ on the basis of %&a 17

heur day ~-- there was still a geod bit of daylight -- we started
building huts for the Army. Ue built a total of 206 Nissen hute

for the ﬁrm% and got very little thanks fer it. As a matter of

fact we built a camp for ene regiment, and this regimental cemmanderv

got the Legion of flerit fer overcoming difficulties in Iceland.

On NGvember 24th wai the /Ma‘rﬁm-e:ss were detached for service
,with the Army; and ue beiama an administrative part of the Army.
e had to throw our é222$>and k%mwﬂﬁ out the window, use the Army
court martial manual. The battalion commander lost any disciplinary
authoerity %%e regiment convened courts; and the company commander
had a certain amount of disciplinary peser suthority. We felt
father let down. It was Geh. Harshall who put this over because

that's the way it was in France in World War I, and he figured it
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should be the same in Iceland, instead of attaching us tactically

to the Army, which was dens in Uerld War 1I. And-we

T L . leatred
ﬁaﬁﬁﬁs@ﬂg@ﬂe felt the flarine Corps had let us douwn. Ue Feuad later

that Gen. Holcomb hed intené@@»tﬁ go and argue sbout this but he
didn't have time. Gen. Mershall put it into effect kess beforse he |
could put up an argument.

yh

G: I guess any World War I 0??13@%@?§a& that expariance-of the
'Brigade under such conditions didn't want it angﬁbre‘ They didntt

want it under any condition egain.
Smith: Iz that so?
@: I mean theﬁﬁérines didn't want it.

$miths Oh no, of course they didn't, because they had to wear

Army uniforms, oérd—e

Gy I think Gen. Worton still talks about it.

Smiths ’Yes, suig‘ Be felt let dewn, but we managed to live with it.
Then along came the préblem of the leng nighiag In the summer I'd
have an awful time chasing these boye off to bed a2t 10 o'clock.
After working all day thay*d go out and play softball -~ it was
daylight =~ and we had to get them into bed because reveille was
at 5 in the morning. Ehen winter came, I began making reveilles
later and later as time went sn, and I finally got reveiile'at 7

T

ifh the morning, and they couldn't sleep anymore than that, an@;had
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4 to quit thér%{;gi got light about 9 in the morning and dark at 3 in
the afternceon. We built a tremehdaﬁs recreation buiidi??there and
did a certain amount of training in there, and we established a
recreation program. We had ecach company draw up 2 little show,
and then they put on the show. Then the idea was to select the
best talentd from all the shows end have a battalion show that
would go m; the road. Then they get one movie projector for the
‘Brigaﬁe, and that masl»ﬁﬁaﬁﬁd between the battalions, and we had
movies ence or t;?é;% hen weather ﬁermittaé we went out and fired.

st. The 3rd Battalion

le fired mortars and machine guns, ane
for some reascn or octher got out @F’Iceland early; they got out
befare Warch, and came on hame, aﬁdxtgé treops that were to relieve

the rest of the Brigad@ arrived en March 3rd 1942,

nder e Army Vyele

n~;»rfh;www«umM-;%Q?nfn@w troaps come in
was velign )

pou—eetrl a host unit, s I was to be the host unit for the

battalion that was te move in my cemp. I had teo get all my gear

put of the hutg;,I had te lay out the linen in the hutse; have 10
ﬁays' rations ﬁn;me and feed them fer three days. At the same time
I wes the commanding officer eof troops mn‘gzé autgoing transportd,
and bhgy had to get my geap assembled and douwn 32 the docks and
vloaﬁ it on the ship. That's the wazAfggy ocperated, I was assigned
te the USS mﬂnargg and we sailed éﬁ the morning of the 9th. We were

he mud, you see, 7Théve 4z -é’?lﬁfdb ‘ . .
/The 2T Uz  tide in Reykjavik end tha shipy came in at high tide

and then reeted on the mud while we loaded ha;; then at 8 eo'cleock

the tide rose and we got out. s had tc be loaded by 8 o'clock in
Lyernts Yy,

order te get out on that }Zgg. The skipper told me, "If we aren't

| : A w1k Wi yesvegot, ” |

lnaded, we il ?ﬂ ou! ﬁ“1k : ' 1 had a2 very goed gunnery sergsant

and put him on the job durimg the night, and he got it abesrd. Ue
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were limited to one hatch, and that's what eloved us down. And
during the night there was an air alert. 1 didn't intend to pay
any attentien to iﬁ; 1 didn't koow whether it was a real ene.

tég; Army officer came doun to the dﬁck and said, "With an gir
alert you are supposed to %eka te the hills." I said, “Now look,
this is the middle o6f the night, the skipper of the ship has turned
iny, all his crew hes turned in, what about them? And mest of my
men except the'working @arﬁiés haue turned in. If you want us to

ﬂ b@nﬂﬁiﬂ « £ -

End of Side 1, Tape 2, Session I.
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Smith: The Army officer had sutharity to tell me to do that, but he
didn't go any ?urthéra I told him that if he wanteﬁ me Lo abandon
ship to go and wake up the skipper of the ship. I said, “I have
reported to the commanding officer of the ship and I figure it's up
to him." ﬁﬂd}@f caurse,hb-éidﬁft'wake up the captain of the ship.
After loading buﬁ, we went up to Val ?aé%ﬁ@ft — Val{&d
we called it -~ which is é deep f jord north ef Reykjavik, that wasg
more or less s naval ancharage, and we joined the other ships of the
convey there. Then we waited there for twe or three days for a
convey that was coming Fra&‘lrelamd, and then we put out in the
middle of the night and joinad that Irish convoy for the trip across
the Atlantic. We first went due Bouth, and we had mir cover for
that pert of the trip. There were British anti-submarine planes
on Iceland and they covered us far that ssuthern leg. Then we
turned Uest at aboul the latitude of New York; then the seaplanes
on the cruisérs took up the anti-subwmarine watch. It was very
tricky te watch these peepze=ﬂﬂl7 Uiie 4?fﬁf“4ﬁﬁféﬁ€ That was easy
encugh, but the Neorth Atlantic is gquite e rough ocean; snd to cnmé
back and get back aboard, whet they'd do would be this: the cruiser

would make rapid circles, and that would flatten the wati%/@nd the

Fhe Shy wou
plane would come in and hit that flat water an%ﬁpisk it up quxck{k

before the sea could build up again.,
R: Was the cruiser still under way when it picked up the . . .«

Smith: Oh yes. They had ane, and the plane would ?g xﬁ ever

under the crane;aa@ 1 atﬂ 4? o Ard Aéé dﬁkbf A}{&yuef
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They gave us cover in mid-Atlantic. UWe had some submarinesy
/4% ane time,-haﬁpre we got through, khgg wers heading bagk towards
Europey ﬁhey make/ﬁ 890 dsgree tarq@ and the destrayexiigo out and\

: 3, : g
drop Cazﬁjh dhe charges. The place was alive.wﬁﬁldi%chérvﬁ&{
Then when we got near New York the Hiﬁﬁgy; gicked us up and
gave us cover until we got inte New Yoek, We put into Brooklyn
and unloaded at the docks, and 1 ran inte labor trouble there.
e got in Merch 25th. The stevedores insisted that they would
unload the ship and didn't went any Mlarines mixed up in it; and
they had rules that they quit an hour for lunch and so forth.
I talked to the chief and told him that we wanted to get out of
the darn place; we had plenty mf-ﬁ%rines there we could turn to
and help them. lThay finally agreed that'they would let us go down

o , St .
in the hold and fill up the agﬁﬁgg s but they had to have a
, 3 Slings ,

stevedore down there to signal for the aa%QJE to be lifted.
e eventually gqot qQur ggsr, off.

| f%%%?&zr which Was .. .

Then the ffigad%ﬂan another ship éééﬁﬁ@y held 2 cenference.
I wanted to get my people out pf there as quickly as p@gsig}z, 80
‘ bul Woylo . Ge
they could get some leave, =md thswg%igade thought th@r%1weﬁ ne
transportation available in that part of Breoklyn in the night,

w_dlf Uhte
and ws finished unloading at night, and they'd week the next day.

I eaid, "You give me authority. 1 am not worried about these men
finding transportation, they'll find it.# f%é%é Y8Y me gn ahead
and let them go?" They agreed to do that. The men hed sean me
gt off the ship and they knew I was going over to this conference
about getting off, and I heard when I cams back up the ganguay,

"Here comes the old man." He hed immediately pas§w%he waord -trat
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T who were foz0 - |
Aell those wheddgs on leave -~ we let half go on leave with

PSR ET

permission toe report in te San Disgo, and the other half we took

by train to San Diege.
Q: How did you make the choice?

Smith: It was where they lived. If they lived east of the Missis-
sippi they got leave in New Y@rk; if they lived west of the Miseis-
sippi they got it at the other end. It worked out more o8r less.
Thé{ got off mithin half an hour, and a half hour later you
sahldﬂ‘%iiegign,afAﬁ;rines anywhere an the heorizen. I den't know
how they got to where they were going, but they did. And they had

eaﬂseaba@‘an their ahmulde§%

g: that about the putbreak of war at Pearl Harbor?

Smith: Oh yes, that was very interesting., Of course it didn't make
much difference to us in Iceland becsuse ws were more or less in a
war status, and we got thaot messageAIR ATTACK PEARL HARBOR THIS 13
NO DRILL =~ we got that.

@: That was in the clear, se that anyone whe could pick it up could

pick it up?

Smith: [ don't know whether our people picked it up in code or not,
but we got the mesgage. Thers was.ﬁathing we could do about iﬁj we
were at war. OFf course,then when we went to war ourselves we became
allies of the British. That made a little difference. 1 got a kick

out of those British: they were very cagey; they wanted to give the
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impression that they had 4ots more troops in Iceland than thegqhad.
The battalion commander I relieved talked to me, and he more or less
°R4¥ it -- they had 85,000 troops there. I knew there were ey only
25,000 ? He was trying maybe to mislead the Germans. «hé Lhey
,oer/ oo/ (ca y .mn

R-art

ing their people back to England on leave: they
sent a whole battadionkt a time ; and they had to be very careful
because ¢f the submarine thraa?ﬂl Ehey couldn't tell anybody about it

Nobody knew about it except the commanding general and maybe the

cemmander of the batfaliem, and gdd-ous were simply marched
‘down the dock and put on a ship and left. They never gknew where
they were going until they got on the ship. When we left ieeland
we couldn't do it thet way because we hed to closs up the Qgst

7
e A

turn over to the Army. H#y B2 was ruwégﬁﬁliwhe wds a pretty clever

fellow. He asked permission to make an éstimate of the situation on

: v an
Exchanges) we had to tell the %Lrines to gqg sigarettms’ we had te

when we would leave Iceland. He didn't know; I didn't tell him.

I 'd been teld verbally by Gen. Bgnesteel. I told him to go ahsad.
Sé Haffner went doun to the dock and he interviewed girlifriends of
the A%;ine$;.ha interviewed everybodyj and he wrote up an estimate
‘and he hit'the day on the nose.

tH J/ Wus ;”5 Ovﬂﬂv o/@/é’m//,(ey” é»u:;rg Korea when he

was B-2.
/ﬂhA fﬂ/

Smith' I was very fond of Haffner. He didn't make general.
A

3@&3%3 How much lenger did Bonesteel actually remain in Iceland?



0 P Gmith - 101

Smith: I really don't know. He was to take ever from Gen. Curtis --
té take ovar command of the whole place the minute that the total of

Americans axceeded the total of British, and that's why we were held

over until the next spring, so we could help Gen. Bonesteel get more

troops than the British had there. Eventually, before we left

iceland, he did take over from Gen. Curtis.
Q: You don't know how much longer the Army remained there?

Smiths No, I don't. Of course the importance of Iceland diminished
very rapidly because we overcame the Germaen submarine threst, and
then the Germens weren't in any position te launch any expedition
against Iceland. 1t would havs been a wonderful place es @ submarine
hase; ﬂitﬁ all these f jords; but they lost their fiae%} orie of the
big ships had been sunk off Norway, another one @as sunk cut in the .
Atlantic.

/ /MV féd— ']
ZM/€%¢UZ4K/?’
Q@: The Bismarck. The Graf Spee was down ¢here. VYau still have

your polar bear patch?

Smith: Somewhere, yes, and that kind of annoyed me because Gen.
gewec¥oesr Curtis was very courtesus about that. They wore that,
yeu'see, and he decided that he 'd furnish thel%rigade with polar
bear patches. e were very glad to get them, and then the peeple
back in Washington loekad down their noses at us and told us to
take them off. Then when the f%ret\gkvisian went to Guadalcanal
the first thing they did was to get a shoulder patch. But we had

to take off our polar bear patches.



0 P Smith - 102

I took this gutfit by train out ts San Diego, ang,af coursg,all
these ﬁarime were on their best behavicory I had absclutely no dif-
ficulty -~ they wanted that furlough when they got at the other end.
The conductor told mé it wes remarkable. He sald some of aZéE%
cutfits they carrie@?ﬁ%gt tear the train epart. When you go aboard
a train with, troops you have to sign e receipt for the cars and
evarythig%&eégg;?énd then when you get at destination they check
to see what condition it's in. But we had no trouble; as a matter
of fact we wers in a special train and?zgzgezidn% set foot on the
graund until we got to Los Angeles, aﬁﬁ«éhara wé had to shift to

(o ures
the Santa Fe Jems and wa did, go,out in the depot. The/ﬁ%rines went

ﬂU nuﬁ

around to get coffee and ¢ #e and what aoE’anﬁ thay couddn't pay.
‘ , , SCrvree mes .
At that time these people wouldn't take any money from these—mesinas.

Just big hearted, I guass.

i+ Uas there any publicity attendant?

Smith 3 Oh yse% no, no.

fl: Or the fact that you'd been in Iceland?

Smith: No, unless the men told them. We debarked down at Linda
Vista which is near Caemp Elliott. The regiment was supposed to get
in first. Everybody was out there with a band te welcome the
regimental commander, and he didn't get in till the next day. 1 was

the guy who arrived.

@: That was Hermle.
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Smith: Yes, Col. Hermle. e wers moved into the barracks there ==
the first time we'd ever been in barracks at Camp Elliott, and,of
caﬁrse,immeﬂiatéiy the first thing they did, they took a third of

our troaps as cadres because we had some wonderful people there.

: *~;r‘zge people who brcught us up to peace
.~ etrangt/¢ maZ§ directed to send thBem peeple with clear records,
4 ﬂhdﬁzgen we had them in Iceland Far nine months mr so, trained the?}
~  and we had no @isciplinary traubles.fz@ﬁ Qé realized that a?}ﬂaﬁﬁ |

tven o 4%//10 ugcgne/eiﬂ N
we had people &5 rated promot ionsybeycnd—the-paag a%égya;cea
-6f a battaliangﬂ@ad Flnally Headquarters flarine Corps allowe?wtn

make noncems without refaranea to owr table of allewancea, sQ we
began making coarporals, sergeants like nobedy's business. Finaila
an working parties I had £a have corporals' woerking aartiegj I

g

didn't have enough privates, Ihad-to—us porate 5 WETRIN
~  ywerdies., Uhen we landed in Elliott they %Mb&p ﬁ,ﬂv‘w/ O¥
those people just like that. It wes reasonable. 1 had heped that

I could stay eut there, but my orders were waiting for me to go to
Headquarters Marine Corps. I had talked ## Gen. Marston into
leaving me in the hattalion as a full colonel, I had made

“.  «ae colonel on Sénuary ist 19§&, and Gen. Marston wanted to bring
me up to be chief of staff of the E}igaée. Col. Murray had gone

a little off the deep end an drinking and he was sent homs.
'Ot That's Charlie Murray.

Smith: VYes, a very good friend of mine, incidemtally. “

én@ai£7b7ﬂ
@: Wasn't he Feeréh on an Army court martial?
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Smiths I don't know -« no.
§: UWasn't there a court martial ocut there?

Smith: No, no. But Murray wasn't the only one. Maurice Holmes was
drmnki{g_too epgédﬁ%r’m net a drinker. Gen. Marstoen got us ell
tagether one tl?ﬁ ~&ﬁﬂ;fﬁe British were ratheizqagey about themr
drinking/ they realized they were on the aler51all¢%h@ timg, and they
would never allow anything except a small percentege of the battalion
to go on a bender at ene time; they always had enough people so they

could operate. fﬁgﬁ{ had, a ty, , Maurice Holmes had given a
re 97‘?7‘2 B ape-0) (CER(, 4y
party, and I waﬁt”zdaw-m-~44f~~- her-feop st :-~-Q@e did too

much drinking, end if an emergsncy had come I am afraid we wouldn't
have been able to do toa much. So Gen. RESEBR got us all together
and he said, "1 am téking of f my stars. My chief of staff was drunk.
Arthur, you were tight (that was Arthur Werten)." Arthur mumbled
that he wasn't tight, he was in full possession of his faculties;

he tgldtéutch #pex Hermle that he'd hed too much. Then Dutch got

up and made a speech which didn't help mey @ndrﬁﬁgg admitted they
had all drunk too much axaep/sg;)mho wag a non-drinker. That didn't
make Arthur Weorten very happy! I had quite a time talking him out

of being mad at me.
Gt It was his liquor supply in the first place, was it not?

Smith: Well, he was the fellow who arranged for bringing it in.
He got it from Britain.

him for cur officers! messes.
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- Uell, they nicked me for duty at Heedquarters Marine Corps.
i wés sorry to leave that place out there. Most of the people that
had beon. with me went inte the Ehdlgivisién. There was only one I
ran into later in the 1$tQinisian, aﬁé that was Joe Hankine, who
had'baen my executive officer in Iceland. He was a battaliun com-
mander athape Cloucester and won the Navy ﬁfass. ’

ﬁrthur Yorton wes more secial than I mas, and he had, Jog Hankins

nﬁoﬂnﬁL A
as his exec. Joe de@sag% handie a teacup teo well, and dpthur

Sog/ali 15,

- wanted a more acceptable ¢ - s8¢ he got -~ I forget whom

he got, he was a character) he knew how to handle a teacupi but

he didn't last long in the Marine £nr;%;.and they sent Joe Hanking

over to m5°redieve Balduwin who hed been promoted and gone up tg{%he.

' axeGutiva offlcegfz;giment. Jee Hankins did a good job for ms, but

YI could not persuade him that &he a reserve had e any chance in

the Warine Corps. We lived together in a hutJStt %?ﬁtéﬁglgggfﬁ khere

-i talked and tslked and talked to hia} 1 don't think I ever made

any impression, he just felt that the reserveddida't have a chance.
‘Then later on I came to Caps Gloucester and here he was com-

manding a battali J%§%e wen the Mavy Crogs, and 1 talked to him

Revetved he EWn A Chan ce.

and said, "Hankins, is, thigen/ He had to admit he'd done pretty
’ \?er—r—ew:r%o/tf u‘/d tinibine -

well. But then he wee&:ﬁﬁek-ﬁgeénfaawﬁégﬁen we went to Peleliu he
was e J g//
@t promoted to Full colonel, and he ws made provost marshaldy
emwd Bucky Harris was given the 5th éggimeaz because Bucky had been
promised the Sth RPgiment and he was senior to Hankins. Uell,
Hankins came to me again and he said, “You see, I don't have a
cthance.” And I tried to explain to him that Harris was senior to
him, but I don't know that I ever convinced him. He was killed

sut thers.
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W o foine, Gonth; /?{é ohadh Mo —
. 6 2 4@‘9/ ) 5 )
e

Smith: He was going out as an individual o get &hds sniper, and
he was killed. He uvas s gond shot, but he wag killed befere he
could get in a position te watch., I was very fond of Hankins.
That's one loss during the war that affected me. I never guite
got over it --losing Hankins., I was very fond of him. When he
was provost marshal there he picked up a8 kidbie young Jap -~ just

056

a bmy -~ who had been one of eeple,mhe had been sent doun
w?r

explost VLN br
to swim inte the beach with stuff st ﬁd arocund kre waistS to blow

up the mirfield er scmethigg, and he was captured. Hankins made
him his orderly, and Hankins would come around to my place with
this Jap three paces behind, a&dszgé Jap would watch everything
Hankins did; if he sat dewn the Jap would sit dewn. He only knew
one word in E£nglish ~- Okay. (laughs) Finally Hankins got tired
of the Okay and put him back in the stockade., WNice little Jap.

Q: I don't know if you have the same feeling, but as I've done
more work on the Pacific campaigns and more material has come out
of Japan, I have a tremendous respect and sympathy for the avearage

Japanese soldier.

Smith: He really fought.

f: And for the commanders too.

Smiths iWhen you think of Okinawa, that General who was in the cave

@ , , . )
“+a the tip of the island, whe bumped himself off. He wasn't going

to give up.
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Q& Did yau ever ?eaﬁ‘the letters that ﬁhey urote - thé Admiral

on Oroku Peninsula, the letter he sent back . . .

~Smith: Na.
aﬁ» )) ; .//'1'144.»
Q¢ &nd then the lettsr that Hedi-ims sent te the Empéror. It's

- guite moving, quite touching. A tréménd&gs campassicn for the men.

Smith: Ur captured very few Japanese. 'Tha.ﬁedple we éaptured gere
mosi ,b . . . , o v
JNKereggs ~~ labor troops -+ and they were ké%ﬁweﬁ willing to surrender

But the Japanese soldiers, no,.

B: The funny thing aﬁaut the Koreans willing te surrender -- the
mepen meanest, the toughest, the nastiest guards in those Japanese
POW camps were Koreans.

Smiths They were & peculisr crowd. (Pause)

@: Shall we end it hers now, Censral?

smith: Okay.

Q: We'll stop right now thenh,

End of Side 2 of Tape 2, Session I.
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Side l,,Tape,IwﬁhS@saiaa_L{ - 11 Juna 1969,

Gmith: I made a quick trip across the continent by automabile, and
reported at Headquatter$ flarine Corps 6n May 2nd 1942. 1 was
assigned as chief of the M-4 Section, that is logistics. As & I
remember, Gen. Rockey was the head of theQ@iviaion o?lﬁlans & Policie
at the time. At ﬁﬁis time, the Marine Cdrps was in the throes of
expansion. Every month the strength ef the fMlarine Corps seemed to
changg} it was quite expaﬁsiﬁe; Gf course, we eventually wound up
with 486,000 treoops. With the increase in size of the Marine Corps
we needed additional training areas, ané in 1842 Camp Pendleton was
purchased for §2,000,000, 125,000 acres, and about the same time
Camp Le jeune was acqulred - 183 i?%xz;rgzg Wh%z gkgﬁfnat Head«
gquarters, the qusstion at issue é;s mhat ﬁo call the eampg. UWhile
we were deliberating, Gen. Le jeune passed away, and that solved the
prebla@band the camp was named Camp Le jeune for him, because you can
only name a camp for soma deceased general,

‘I went to Norfolk on flay 19th, where the lst Marine Division
was loading out for ths South Pacific. speéifically I was sent
down there to bs sure that Gen. Vandegrift got aboard the ship/
ﬁ&s g%zzé:ggggt airplaquwas igia ivision plane, and it was a little
d;f?icult} there was an sdmiral {gﬁg wanted to put a barge aboard
o€ instead of the plane., 1 stayed until I saw the plane loadsd
abgard and talked to fen. Vandegrift and people like Col. Roy Hunt
éhé% were loading out.'

in the summer of 1842 1 became exscutive eofficer of thqj@ivision

of Plans & Policies under Gen. Rockey. Then I think Gen. Rockey
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57
went up tgrgssxstant émeandanﬁ)and then went on te take the‘ﬁfh

;lezsmaq; and Gen. Peck relieved him as chief of the&@xuisian of

e

Plans & Bal icies.

Gen. Vandegrift came home
in Januery, I think, of 1943, te brisf Headquarters Marine Corps on
what was going eﬁ#ZZ%‘mas a very valuable briefing. And then he
returned to the Scuth Pacific 4A command of the Corps out there.

on Januéry lst 1944 he came to Washington as ébmmandénf of the
Mlarine Corps. then he came he wanted to bring Jerry Thomas with him,
whoe was thsn a colonel, to be ni%ggxégirectur of Plans & Policies.
It so happened we had a lot of colonel in the Bivision of Plans &
Policies who were senior te Jerry, so Gen. Vandegrift had to clean .
house. There were people like myself and Gilman, "Terchis® Rebinson.
There were ssveral colonels égéi were senior to Jerry. QF course, we
were glad ta get out of the place and get to the Pacific.

Gen. Vandegrzft told me personally that khgy wgg%fgmlng to send
me to the lst ﬂ%rine\Eﬁv191an to be chief of stafﬁ} ggt 1 was too.
old toc be a regimental commander. He alse said that if I did all
right out there I would probably maeke a star. ﬁéfggégégima he told
me thét Gen. Shepherd would be given his chance. (en. Shepherd was

| then a brigedier and ADC of the 1stlﬁgrine§ﬁkvisicn, and Gen. VYan-
degrift said he would be given his chapce for, I assumed, command of
the Bivision. It was Gen. Shepherd bhet w that 1 relisved as ADC of the
lst:Biuisién.

Well, all these colenels were detached in January 1944, I was
detached on January 15th 1944 teo the lst /?v’?a;rine ‘Eivisian. ”Tom’hia”
RoBinbon and I traveled tegethe;i he was going to the Srdjéivisinn,
I think to be chief of staff to Hal Turnége -- I think that was it.

So we decided to travel tegether., e went by air toc San fFrancisco,
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and then picked up a clipper ship there te ﬁanelulq} then we‘pickeﬁ
up a PBM flying boat to Espiritu Sante. e went by Canton Islan%i?

6@:; The only trouble with this flying boat was that it had a
lead of penicillin that had to be kept cool, se they flew at the
maximum height they could without forcing us to wear oxjfgen masks.
@le had to wear overcoabh, it was ss cold as all get out. Ue spent a
good bit of time in a little galley that they had on that PBM. They
had a coak, and that place was warm. They had a little stove and a
few places to sit down, and he'd fry us bacon and eggs and what ngt.
te spent a let of time doun there.

At Espiritu Santo we picked up & SCAT plane and went on to

Guadalcanal, Nermally, I should have gons to Australia and beaten
my way up to New Guinea and over to Finschhafen, and then by boat
to Cepe Cloucester. Cape Lloucester didn't yet have a field that
would £aka air transport planes. But I went into Guadalcanal and
I thought that maybe I could cateh a plane going up €B74@‘5<57/
and get off that way. Fertﬁnateljjwhen I got there 1 found that
Gen. Geiger was on the eve of going to New Britain Island to visit
the lst ﬁgrinaggﬁvisian. S0 he took me along with him in his Blue
é& Oé.e;; s

converted PBY. We flew to Finschha&en in that, and then got tuwo

BT boats for the 90 mile trip to New Britain Island -- that's 90
miles across the straite there to New Britain. That was quite a ride
They cut doun the speed of the PT boats te 25 knets, but still we

hit bg;é% waves, and ¥ we couldn't sit dewq} the jar was so terrific
that you had to stand up all the way. Gen. Geiger and I went to

‘the little wardroom oo

L, to get a cup of

coffee, snd to drink that coffse was just practically impossible.
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e got off et Yellow Beach about dusk. I think it was the 28th
of January 1944. The PT boat commander was blinking ashere to get
somebody to ceme out and teke us off. le saw some big splashes in
the water about a quarter of a mileleff the bow, and we thought the
Japs were dropping some bembs there. Then a couple more splashes
came, none right near us, and then we heard the boom of the artillery
piece; the sound was deiayed, and it was the 90 mm guns that uwere
shooting at us. Well, the PT boat man bDinked a lot and got them
to stop and we went on ashore. Willy Harrison was in command there.

He got a lot of kidding sbout shooting at his Corps commander.

G: Had Gen. Vandegrift consulted with Gen. Rupertus at all as far

as your assignment with thei@ivisimn was concerned?

Smith: That's what I was just going t6 cover. It was very embar-
rassing to me, béeause Gen. Vandegrift said he was sending me out
there te be chief of steff ef the istjﬁivisian. then I arrived at
the 1st;§ivisian I said nothing about that at all, but I found that
Gen.-vandegxift's crowd in writing the orders detaching the man I
relieved as chief of staff -~ ghat was his name? he commanded the
7thiﬁkrines at Guadalcanal and became Ghief sf‘gslica of Norfolk
after he retired.

it Semmos.

Arer Fmes
Smith: VYes, Eloeee-Semmes. His orders read, "Upen my reporting as
his relief as chief of staff he'd be detached." I didn't know that.
I think my orders only read "to the lst ﬁgriQQQBivisian.“ Gen.

Rupgrtus was pretty upset and I didn't blame him. A& divisien
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commander has a right to select his own chisf QFlsta?f, and 1 told
him frankly that that's the way I felt about it. He then decided
_that'hé'd send me douwn to be the assistaent to Gen. Shepherd whomel
. wégbﬁﬁﬁ. Cen. Shepherd had had a full colonel ther%j Hanneken had
ﬁééﬂ operating with him and I was to go down to relieve Hanneken.
:ﬁgiégﬁéga told Gen. Rupertus about what Gen. vandagrifi had said
about Gen. Shepherd, emd he like I assumed that Gen. Shepherd would
take sver the 1et;§ivisihn when BGen. Rupsrtus went homs. égéh Gen,

Ruparﬁus got & letter from Gen. Vendegrift in which he apalogiz@qy“

wwe to hold him over for another operation. 1t's then

‘that I think Gen. Rupsrtus found that Gen. Shepherd was going to

take the. Brigade, which eventyally became the Gth Bivision. n
Going bae s my artiunl, ) o
$hen”Gen. Ruperfus called up Gen. Shepherd who didn't live &&

headguarters, and asked him if he got the lst\BEviaian w@uld-hé.maht
me as chief of staff. Gen. Shepherd said yes. Then Gen. Rupertus
decided to hang on to me as chief of staff until Shepherd took over

the_Bivision.

7 Avar-s.ﬁk'hzjg'% yet found out that Gen. Shepherd
wae geing to the Brigade. Fhen it turned out that he was going to

have to stay for another aperatigq)eﬁd he warmted Johnny Selden as
At

his chief of staff, so he then sent me to—tive—Hth-Marire

to command

the Sth Marines} which was under Johnny Salden) end had moved up the

coast as far ss Iboki, which was about 60 miles toward Rabaul from

JBivision‘Hbadquarters‘ 1 went up there, and as 1 remembser I resported
/7 on the lst of flarch, w8 Gen. Rupertus had planned~%§£¥ operation ta

ge=and land on the Willaumez Beninsula and clean out the place. That

Ly

: oh .
was to be the 6th of flarch. Ge¢ I had Ad-jwat from the lst of Narch
, | Y ehi#ﬁh , |
to the 6th of fMarch teo geﬁigning. This ebing was dreamed up without
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8 great deal of detailed planning. The Army was to furnish 40 LCMs
ﬂeé ) Cre |

and 17 LLVPs for tha gperation, and =mag under command of Lt Col
o tneer- ‘

Amory of the 533rd é%gsa#m? Bbat andhghare_g%giment. They wers Army
boats, and the Navy furnished four PT boats that would act as scouts

]

and five LCTs. MNow up to that time nobody had ever put amtnagts dnd

LCTs, but we decidad te do it for this operation because there wss

Voraps ﬁlantatlsn where we had to land, and only a
beat channel ﬁﬁat came in around clese to shore to get in.

Se we had to get scross that reef in Amitrace and get a small beach—
head to protect the boat chaanel, Well, there was delay in getting
'the LCTs up to us, delay in getting the Amtracs up te us, There was
going to be no Navy support gﬁgggﬁgggg;tgg ﬁzveeﬁgﬁﬁire. The Army
Air Corps was to furnish air support which didn't show up.

Gen. Rupertus gent Gen. Shepherd up to Iboki to chserve -« that
is what ﬁa loved to do with ADLCs, to observe -« and he told Gen.
Shepherd that he was net in the chain of command, thst he was not
te give me any @r@erg;’that he would just sit there and observe.
Well, then he came up and he set up & tent near where I was, and
1 seid, “Now look, Légzi I've known you a good many years, and I'm
not going to bypass you about anything. I'11 tell you everything

I planmed to do and 1°'11 be glad to get your advice and counsel.”

J
So that's the way it went, although there was nothing inm writing

about that.
Q: Were you always close tg Gen. Shepherd?
Smith: Pretty close, ysas.

i: Later on in Korea, was there ever any conflict betwesn you?
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%S;Qh: Oh ne, very cordial relations. I'd knouwn him for years.
[rem( o - , ,
Beemts asked me about thagjhe thouyght it would be & pain in the
neck to have Gen. Shepherd hanging around leooking over my shoulder,

but it wasn't st 2ll. ‘WUe got along very well.

G: And he must have been awfully sensitive ebout this Inchon thing
later on., Seme &hmughggs,same~reacticns 1 had during en interview

with him make me wish to get this clarified.

Smith: VYes, welly we planned to load on these LCTs a strippad 39wn
on

| battalion. Ue ha?fta strip it down because when S=wedd we ha@1fg§e
A cat . ; ’
LCTsﬁzﬁey~cou1d carry eesh- five Amtrscs, am¢ that's what we had.
7 A Y Barba .

That was the Firet fettalion that we tﬁe%}daﬁm’%Qﬁ%ﬁﬁxﬁaxbmﬁax P
The é@cend\Baﬁtalien)uﬁﬁar Gayls, was to foflow in in boats, and they
would use the boat channel to get in. e had 57 miles to caver in
the approach Fraﬁ Ibaki te ka&ﬁﬁf' Plantation;it was &7
'miza§j and we had to do it at night to make an 8.30 AR lReunlihat we

did was, weilaaded these boats with the gesar at 1baki by boat waves

and then had them lay off; and then after the gear
was loaded, they came in and picked up the troeps. I forget, but
we had a tremandaés’nwmber of waves, something like 122 or 18, and
because of the darkness %8 it was black like the inside of your
hat <~ and %#re thundershowers thrgateniaéé;;e decided we'd have ta‘
go in column of waves, and each wave in column of boats, so we
wouldn't get lost. At the head of ths whole column was Col. Amory
with his picket boat, uhich had pretty good navigational gear..

I was in an LCUP under command of an Army captein, and Buse who was

a lisutenant colonel and my exep, we put hém in a different boat,
o505

because we didn't want hoth in the same boat.
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7%%,f2rﬁna7£aa

I waited at Iba@ki to be sure, thiething got under way befors I

- started outy wad %wan I was going to move up the column and take a

pesition hglfway up,
7?qﬂu’uj _ |
Gan. Suedds came up to say anéby& to us. 1 taok off. Ue didn't

see any boeats. As the night progressed, I could see the Army
ceptain was getting a little jittery -~ he was looking for boats
out there, but no boats. 1 asked him if he was on course and he

v said yes, he was on course. 1 gaid, "All we can do is just sejggw
our ouwn course. We'll s koap on going during the night and maybe
when daylight comes we can ses where theé rest of the people are."

$0 we kept going until daylight, and then way off te the right

we could see %ﬁgﬁ‘ehain of mountains, some peaks, and my G-2 and G-3

got their h@a:a tegethaer on the maps and we identified the peaks.

e
/ And that waﬁﬂmlllaummz Peninsula. Hank Adams was my G-2. Then we
Wi
turned right and hzghtalleg&thv convoy, and we got there befere H hour

~ @wﬁfé@tgnuta we ran inte some straggling Lams; epd two of them were
going in the right direction and o in the wrong direction, and we
f' GOSN

herded them along with us. One of <#em said, "I am getting the hell
outta here." 1 said, "You come along with us.” 5o we got them in.
Gayle's boat broke douwn and he was & little late getting in, but

his exec got in. tell, we got in there off the beach, and the next

| were 1o

thing to come was the air support -~ they would bombard the beach,
and nathing happened. There was no air except a little plane --

what do you cggl“tham? it was an L-4.
s 0Oh, the ﬂéasshapp@r..

Smith: The Grasshopper came cver with the General's pilot.
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¢ Ted Petras.

Smith: Yes, Petras. And he came over and dropped five hand grenades
along the beach, and that was naval gunfirs and air support. After
half an hour I gave the word to go on in. And there were Japanese
there. e had ﬁakgntéhe precaution of sending in & reconnaissance
under Redney gﬁ?ii%ﬁt who was a flight lieutenant of the Australiasn
Air Ferce, and yho was part owner of a plentation on the Willaumez
Peninsulay amd He went in a day or two before with a couple of black
men he knew, and he made contact with village chiefs, and—what=noty
and found out whare the Japs wers. The only troubde was that the
New Guinea men could only Qauntf§§>on their fingers) and if there
were more than they could count on their fingers theﬁ they merely
said, "Many meny.® S0 we knew where the Japanese were, but weren't
quite sure of how many there were. Ue landed onr this beach at

J
There was a clearing for about 50 yards in depth. Our artillery

b%&k@ﬂi Plantation, and we had only 180 yards of usable beach.

had to come ashore and set up ifd that clearing, and azr Amtracs had
f'ermqw

~  to go on in from therfj and the tanks -- we brought Stuasts; tanks) ue
had a little bit of everything. And sbout that time the Japanese
T - _ o N5 .
Y opened up with 20 mm marﬁaﬁé we could see the@; t
4, {
S

the baaéﬁ)and then they began to<sep. The casualties begen to oceur.
By evening we had 50 seriously wounded men and some killed. The
boats that had brought in this firet ocutfit had returned to Ib@ki

‘to pick up the 3rd Battalion, and I had a minimum of boats left.

So I radioed to-Bivision ﬁ%aﬂqﬁarters and asked that they send in
PBYs to pick up these wounded, and asked thsm to ssnd the PBYs before
4 Pl because it had to be before dark. I geot no reply at all.
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Pause) The casuhlties_w@re'bgggnning to mounty eed I had asked for
PBYs and got no reply, ég%?%eciﬁsd to send ouwt the wounded on what
boats I had. The PT boat¥$88 still within radio communication, and
they came in and picked up theese boate and took off some of the
more sericusly wounded. They had to go 57 miles to Ib@ki. Two

- men died en route.
. | WS

Gt Pardon me, on the trip up there, the waves, what means of control

did they have?

Smith: Sight.

|ine o
@ Just sight.

/
Smith: What had happened on my bost was that the caompass went out.
e were %% heading out into the Bismarck Saa«a& & tangent to whese

Couﬁfea
the main canuay‘maSmgaégg,-aaé&y% didn't have any communications.

A
GF-csursé}ﬂmmry up ahead had aem&ycammunicatiengj the LCTs had
communications., -

Well, 8 q%%rh“ ~he got a small beach head, end the idea
was for him to get this small beach head and to cover the beach,
and then Gayle was going through, which happened -« (ayle passed
through, and then we eventually got into the[/biaquf Rlantation
and gverran these 90 mm mortars and cut down on the casualties.

Then we continued on across the Peninsula and overran the
Talasea area, the Talases Harber -« not a bad harbor on the ethar
side. Thére were three villagees called hﬂ?ﬂ““’ Villages up on
high ground, inland from Talasea, and we put on a joxnt attack

.b&ugen the f"x.ret and \gecmnd gattalian, and overraen those villages.
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Then the 3ré¢gaﬁtalion came iﬁ/’dﬁ— LA?A”@ﬂf , and cane
across the Peninsula and jﬂlﬁed us, and we sent them down the Penin-

sula towards the base of the Peninsula to try to cut aff'ﬁhsaﬁ

Japanese thet were’ *‘§ig§ from the Cape Gloucestsr canmpaign.

Ha@w
They were all drzftlng tnward Cape ﬂ@ﬂﬁ@iﬂa, which was the garrison

just below us, and eventually they wanted to wind up in Rabaul.

Q: This was the purpose of the Talasee operatison -~ to cut off the

retreat.

Smith: VYes. And we captured quite a few priseners that were in
pretty bed ehap@j they had come a long way and had had nething to
sat but cocoanuts. ithen we got to Talasea, twe squedrons of PT

boats joined us, and that was rathep fatzl to the@; they were bombed
ovr
twice by %&a&;7?wn angs and lost seme mén, scme killed and some
énm came bUuelr—

weunded &eca&@gﬂat 5,000 fee§)~
they couldn't tell a Japaneee torpeds boat from an American torpedo

boat.

Q: Theae‘ware Army Air Force planes.

| myh Hhe planes wore 17

Smith: /\4$@ first cas?\wea Rustrallan ﬂ%@ﬁ@%ﬁﬂﬁh& sscond £asg.,
Mbrine planes. 1 talked to Thompsen, he was a University of

California man, a lieutenant, whe commanded these PT beats, and

. e .
he was pretty upset over thas first bombing. An Australisn major

came up to apologizews I got the two of them together) I didn't know
whether they wers going te start a fight or not. 1 had no command

gver the PT bﬁ&ﬁéf they were under somebody elee. But the Austiralian
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were truly sorry. But they Jusi said that at that height they didn't

know thoy werg Americans.

e o7her Cale, . . |
the~gthes-onre, the PT boatls wsre going up toward Rebaul

looking for barges, end &haﬁ@arina plangs from Emirau came OVeD,
A Marineﬁfi;,?hter plane came douwn and mmf’&}%éﬁ% BT boats, sk,
Thampmmﬁﬁgéld ma, "The next time I1'1l1 not wait, 1'm going to start
shooting if anybody makes a pass at me." $o he started shooting
and he knoecksed down the ﬁ%rina plane. Then Emirau sent sover a
Dumbe plane to rescue the pilotsy ?@¥¢€§£%7&ﬁﬂ&$hﬂﬂ the Dumbo came
down %%& found thet these poor devils were not laps but Amaricans,
snd that a good many were wounded and some killed, And that was
the end of that. Eventually we sent Qayle with his battalien down

toward the base of the Peninsuls tg set a8 hattelion position

there to continue to intercept e, and the 3rd @%ttaliam
was pulled back to Talzsea. An intereeting sidelight: I went doun
there to visit Gayle, and I teck slong Lt. Macllhenny, who is now a
brigadier general in the reserve and runs the Tabasco plant down in

Louisiana,
fi: Tabasco fflac.

Smith: VYes. Gayle put on dance for usy hs got all the nativss from
all around. Going back he asked me if I'd take a couple of prisoners
back with me that he had. I eaJd yaes, 1 had one of these crash
boats that %ﬁ@y usad around PRY planes -- a good baat. One of the
prisoners was wounded and the other two were not. There wers also

a coupls of bleck scouts that we took back. We put the prisaoners
aft. There was a canapy up forward and we got under that. The

sgntry was sittzng under it and watching these prisoners.
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Then a terrific thundershower came up, and we put & poncho aver
the woundé@{f-wa were 2ll under this canopy, and cne‘mf-&nga Japs
E%?gégdup and scratched on the canvas and motioned if he could come
insiﬁeo%&zlat him come ing then the‘other-feilawﬁ’came up and
scratched on the canvas and we let him come in. It was kind of
crowded: the two black men, mysslf, Macllhenny, the sentryk and the
2d8R8% Then I noticed these black men were talking in pidgin
_nganed@ to %géae prisoners. They talk pidgin Ei?anaas, you know.
ﬁaﬁytald them they were going to get their thraa?acu%,and what not.
But we got_ in without any trouble. Qf'caurs%,aﬁr supply preblem was
out of &héi% world there., All we had was an engineger companv, and it

Yy

was way beyond their capebility to build a read aereﬁf the Peninsula
: LL ) o _ vel ¢ Q,crwy? _
from the [/a Gﬁa Plantation into Talasea: tharga‘;»‘ 8 rest of
topsoil and no rock any place. e then had to bring cur supplies by
. . _ from , '
LCM =ll the way from Cape Gloucester to Ibgki, and/zbaki and around
, , rn .
the Willeumez Peninsula, and srsund—tor Talasea. It was g-bout a
100 mile trip from Ibéki. That was our supply. The Navy would not
send transports out there because of the Jep bombers. They did
Veeter ship=
eventually send cne of these little seifiters thet had some fresh
basf on it. Of course, we had ne t&?zigeratian,and had to bury the
boaak beef immediatel gjand #4 sat it up within a day.

e received word that the 4B£h;15?ahtzy:@1uisisn was coming in
to relieve the[%%rinea on Cape Gloucéster. That's the California
National Guard Division, On April 1lth I was dirscted to return to
division headguarters to relieve Gen. Shepherd as ADC. 1 still was
a Colonel., On April 28th I was promoted to brigadier general.

Then as smmna¢ 7 commanding general of thgﬁdfyis;un arrived «-

) Brosh)

1 forget his namqw he's dead now -~ Gen., Rupertus left by air. By
/
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that time we had a strip that would take his plane. 1 was left

behznd to bringfaut the tfaups. And the Navy did send in transports
tity _

to e sut 1T, troops -« the old staﬁdaré# transports, they were
run

. SAhH14
cenverted ﬂﬁé@g that had made the tTiFs 2] Paeifi%; the

"president® boats. KHopxeryxIacksRRsXXxxX

‘s Oh, Hoever, Jacksen . . .

Smith: Yes, but they had different names as Navy transports.
Gt The Uakefisld was the eil.é;ﬁgnnat;gn.

Smiths I could find out.

i: President Jackson -~ that was the one you were on.

 Smith: Yes, I was on that, but there were three of them as I recall,
éll President boats. Anyway, they came in and teok the éiyisian out
by echelons. Gen. Rupertus had flown on to the new camp on Pavuvu,
I brought out the troops. The last transport sailed from New Britain
for the Russells on May 4th 1344, Then I took off and joined the
division in the Russells. The day after my arrival st Pavuvu, Gen.
Aupertus and Johnny Selden took off for the United States for six
p¥8EkB2sP  husiness, part leave. I was left as division commander.
As you very well know, this Pavuvu was net very well loved by
Aﬂnﬁnes. Gur camp wagi%ﬁﬂ acres of cocoanut palms, and the ground
was littered with these rotting cocoanuts which we tried to get rid

of. Training facilities were limited to A certain inlets there that
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you could go across. It had a couple of sdvantages. Thers was no
malaria whatscever, a@nd we were so isolated that they couldn't call
on us for working parties to handle stores. Now the 3rd:§£viaicn
cver on Guadalcanal had to furnish a thousand men a day for working
parties. UWe were never confronted ?ith that difficulty. The big
supply depot was at4%2nség Beaaegkisla d, but we wers gm igsglated
that we couldn't get thera. Our anlg?gg;nectlcn matgﬁgincéakmas by

Crasshopper plane.

g: Or by boat, by landing craft.

$ol

‘tl\yau went around through the channel and

it'd take you forever to get there.

Gt You were awarded a lotter of commendatiocn for the Talases

oeperation, I notice.

Smith: I found that}in my letter box. It was never awarded to me.
Later on Gen. Shepherd came te me. Gen. Rupertus had an idea that
fexxkakterxsr any letter of commaﬁﬂ;tion from him was worth more than
a bronze star or a silver star, I doen't know why. But at any rate,
in those days we didn't have a bronze star, we didn't have a silver
star. Then tpe bronze star was authorized and we appointed a board,
of which égﬁgfy@uller was @ member, to examine all these letters of
commgndation and see mhiéh ones should be converted inteo bronze
stars. And Lewiﬁ'of ceur%g,unless a citation was written to show .
that-aﬁarma was advancing in the face of the ehemy, Hg/}nggénc

part in giving him a bronze star! The ﬁgrine had to be advancing



123 «0 P Smith - 12

Afer Afelro

in the fasce of dke—enemy fire. ﬁﬁeﬁaﬁen. Shepherd came to me abewt

*%Tjréeﬁg said, "What about this letter of commendation you've got?
E*%EgﬂygL want tghgiﬁegénﬁﬁmgrggﬁit or what @ed= . . ." By that time --
this was some time later <~ I had gotten a2 legion of merit for
Peleliu and I didn't have e bronze star, so 1 said, "How about a
bronze star?" %o he recommended me for the bronze star, and I got
the bronze star for Talasea. The letter of commendation was washed

up because it was for the same thing.

G: 1 think by the time you wentin on Pavuvu the forward echelon
of the division was there, and also a sizeable group of replacements
and I was vne. We'd besen working a long time to clean it up. 1t

was a mess, the water was terrible, there were rotting palm leaves...

Smiths We had one good thing which was this waterfront road that
we used as an air strip. The siren would blow and they'd block the

road, and then the plane maulﬁgﬁem in. It wes guite tricky getting

in there because you had tgﬂ**f°w““*“j?%w:h"j;ﬁft turn over the
baseball field back ¢f the docks, and then come in and lineé up with
the raag)aninfeme down and hit the middle of the road because it was
a high crewﬁ road, and if you didn't hit the middle of it you'd go
inte the ditch.

G: 1In other words you had to bank around the baseball field

and gt over the pioneer and engineer gutfit, and come douwn., . .

Smitht: I suppose so. Then we'd lime up and . . . UWell, when Bob
Hope came over with his show sk he got quite a thrill out of that

because we braught him over in, I think, six of these little planes.
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The trocps were already assembled there on thé baseball field ==
prubably 10, 12, 15,000 of them -- and Bob Hope flew in over them,
right over their heads and came down. He was quite thrilled by

tha§; he'd never approached a performance guite like that before!

Qs Euj}ujrhare 'ﬁsgg ‘égggé'\)'tian on the part of many of thess 5@/\‘”"‘\‘/"‘
weve Plated o 1P
peaplgﬁ As a gatter of fact I think Qs o 42921$:o¢~ﬁ5

Aupertus and Qeiger -« Silverthorn and Qeigeg,VZVﬁkeV}

Smith: Geiger, His object was to help us out, to get us away from
A _ 7 - Aroviee

the working parties. What thay ﬁidn't~¢g\there was the training

area; We did escape the working parties, but we had no training

areas

G: It turned out to be a rather nice place.

§ul Yhere were
Smith: It wasn't too bad, ) Fhousands of rats, frome

Gen. Rupertus, he shoved off no sooner than
I got there. snenllihile he was gone I went over to Eeiﬁzg&%c a
farewell party -- (interruption, bell ringing)

Adm. Halsey came through the arsa saying gaadﬁye te all the
commandj and I went over to AM#”/ te say goodbye to him on Nay
26th. Hg was accompanied by Gen., Ralph Mitehell.
| On June 2nd, while Gen. Rupeftus was still aebsent, we received
the Grznt é%ia?s ZaJS% ff concept for the Palau é&eratian. There

§ Yo r—
were many chang s 1n this operation. At first it was quite an

@perataonf that included not only Peleliu, Anguar, Babelthaup; erd
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at one time Yap>mas in i%} and there ?aawto be a complete Army Ebrps
.+ #wok taking part, plus the lstﬁgarine‘zhvisimn, It was about then
that the aviators from Adm. ﬁalsa&'s fleset found that Leyte was not
too strongly held, and they made & quick decision te cancel every-
thing except Pelsliu and Anguar and take this ery\é%rps of the 7th,
77th and 96th and lend them te Gen. MacArthur for the Leyte operation

which was done. And then we got those divisions back for Okinauwe.
G: Do you think we could have cut out Peleliu also?

Smith: Well, as a matter of hiddsight . . . We captured Pa‘aliu
and Anguar in order to sel up air bases to support a landing in
fiindanao which was only 500 miles away. B8ut when Leyte was put en
there was no need for that. We did need the islands if the Army
hadn't gone in as early as it #a¥ in Leyts, and unfortunately for
us the Japanese had given high priority te the fortificationsaf

, ouer V‘AM(
Peleliu., They had 2 priority abeve—thet of Saipan. So when we

,‘y;f . ‘ Y
A&ﬁ Peleliu its fortifications were complete. When theﬁﬁarinas

-

héa'Saipan}many of the guns had not yet been-eQ:placed. S0 it was

pretty rough at Peleliu for that reason.

Z%Héfegr@ﬁghvb |

~4belt the Peleliu operation, in talking to Gen. Rogers -~ Tex
Rogers =-- he becamszzéland Q@mmander relieving Harold Campbell, and

' 7%
ha took the s%srender of the Palsu unit. HeéSuwes chief of staff hrs
/éw,{[gqj oyev.

Charlie AT ek aabem%_and he sifered also telked to the

e /Ee Conclv ue -
Japanese tharg?gg abelthaup would have been gusﬁara difficult.

Smith: Oh, much more difficult. Babelthaup is the island on which

we based our school's problem. 1 helped write up part of that
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problem -« the captura af Ba&althaup. /Dglellu didn't come into our
eér 7 ,
thinking in.the Maring Corps Schaclé R, Babelthaup. But I am glad
mte Gedel avM A
we didn't have to gs(tn} it was a very rugged island and it would
have been difficult to build decent airfields there, whereas on
Peleliu you had a ready~-made airfield that just needed tesur?aciag('
But Peleliu-m as an air base never became more important tham just
were, Yo o |
a steging area. If you e@e‘qurothASame place you could stop off
there. (Peuse) Well, this Joint Ehiefs of \taff directive came in,
and in all the dirsctives, all the changes, always the lst Agrine
r@ivisien was responsible for the capture of Peleliu. That meant we
could go ashsad and plan without reference to directives from higher
headgquarters, because our missian:néver changed -« capture Peleliu.

e started to mork.
8¢ Had Rupertus returned?

Smith: No. B8y the time Gen. Rupertus returned on June 2lst, we had
alrsady worked out s plen for the landing on Peleliu. There was not
much we could do except to land on the west coast beaches. That was

" .
about all that could be dons; the east ceast beaches, the weather was
no good, A

, hot,
s There were higéiliffs thera.

Smiths Un the east coast there were some beaches, but the west coast
beaches were the best beaches. UWe gaeve him (Rupertus) & briefing on
the plan and he approved it., 1 was detgiled to select a site for

the rehearsal for this 1anding)and to try to find some place that was

similar to Peleliu, something that was comparable. I got some young
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aviater, a pilot, who took me to -~ I guess we took the General’s
plena, but I'm nat sure --; we had made a mep study before and
decided that up by Florida or Malaita it looked like there“SES some
little of f lying islands that might be 211 right. Ue got to ﬁg%s
big ;sland; there wgs a lot of cloud cover and the gés pilot went
mile after mile along the bgach; he thought he was going along
florida Island. [ said, "Look, Florida Island isn't this big."
i paend L P
He said, "1'11 gosover and take a lock.” And he went 'over adeut.

Cool— /
: f mountains tharg,aﬁd we looked at the other sidg’and

4,000
there was the headquarters of the Australian Government celenial

: admini$traﬁian} we wereéggr£h§ island of Malaita. Then we followed
along the coast of fMaleita. Florida had been obscured by clouds

and we'd missed it. e found an island just off the coast of Halaita
that was about the size of Peleliu and locked good. So I cams back
and recommended that we:rehsarse on thét. The Australian Government
ob jected strenuously baca;se ?Rg§3h2§v€@ move the natives out and
they didn;t'maﬁt.ta do that. So we wound up at-Cape tsperance and
had the rehearsal theie.

Qa August 9th Gen. Rupertus sent me tc Pearl Herbor to get
approval from Adm. Wilkinson for our plan. Adm. Yilkinson was one
step over Adm. Fort. Adm. Fort was responsible for Pelgliu and
Anguar, but Adm. Wilkinson was under Adm. Halsey and would havs

been responsible for the whele Palau oeperatiaon.
3: He was the,ﬁmﬁmﬁih;aus P%rﬁe ébmmandex? .

Smith: VYes, he was the,ﬁmphibiaua Force Eommander for Adm. Halsey;

kenT

and I was up end he approved the plan., Then in mid-August Gen.
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§Z&ﬁﬂ Elmer Hall}anﬁ va?&- came cut and

visited ths division. I had to take them around becauss when fGsen.

uaﬁdegzif§lﬁaﬂ Jerry Thoma

Rupertus got back frem Washington I toek him arcund teo ses what was
going on and cbserve the training, and we were out at ons of the
beaches there, end he'd come into the beach in an amph&bian tractor,
and when he was leaving he started to climb up inte the amphibian
tractor and the hand held gave way and he fell hackward onto the

" rough coral rocks and he badly fractured his anklg; i§ was a bad
fracture, and he was in bed for quite a while. He was still unable
to get out of his headquarters when Gen. Vandegrift visited us, and

J

1 teck him around.

@: I understand that Gen. Vandegrift was quite upset and said, had

~he known he would have relieved hinm,

Smith: That was Gen. Geiger. Geiger teld me that. 1I'll get to

that in . a minute.

Qs What were your relations with Rupertus uhen he got back? \UWere

they cordial?

ﬂwf
Smiths @94~~ Gen. Rupertus had a fixation about &we Y division
cemmandaré; he didn't want ﬁhem under foot, and he told me when we
gat to BPavuwu, "Now I am setting up this new command past?ﬁn the
hill here. I've got 16 mess attendants that have been sent out for
duty with the diviaimn; you can take your choice, and I suggest you
set up a separate mese aver in the plantation house.®" So I went

cver there and I told him, "General, I sheould kaeep shreast of what's

7
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going on in the division, so you should let me take some of the
junior members out of the staff section§to live with me soc I can
kesp abreast.” And he agreed to that, and I got some people like
Hank Adams, and we set up a2 mess and we were very comfortable.
But I was only a guest at@é}ivisian ﬁeadquartem, i was never sRRBEERK
consulted about anything tactical ar anything like that. I went
around, inspected the training, and periodically I'd come im and
tell the General what I saw. Our relaticns weren't buddy-buddy,
but there was no bitterness or anything like that. He treated
Gen. Shepherd exactly the seme way on Cape Gloucesterj he didn't
allow Gen. Shepherd to eat in the divieion mess. Gen. Shepherd
would eat at Yellow Beachy he and his aide had a tent douwn there.
The only time I ever went over to his mess was when some VIP was

there and he thought he ought to have me over, I guess. I don't kno
Q: He'd bsen out teo long, you think?

Smith: It may have been the way Gens Vandegrifi treated him. I

don't know. (laughs) I haven't the least idea!

@: I think he was treated that way. Usndegrift had his oun staff
with Thomas and Twining . . .

Smithe: It may be that, I don't knou.
s Hhat is the proper function of an ADC?

Smiths To observe the tralning and to stand by in case the division

commander breaks his leg. The humorous thing wes that it did happen!
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Gn Pavuvu. 1 sald nothing to enybody about this sccident, é%gLI
began to worry as D Day appreached. I went to Dr. -~ whatever his
name was -- and I said, "Leok, doctor, frankly, is the General going
to be able to make it for Peleliu?" He told me he thought he would,
but he'd have to use a cane. 1 said okay. And I never said anything

Then on August 27-29th we had our reheg;sals‘at Cape Esparancg)
and we had a part ef the rehearsal douwn at geggggaeach* 1 toock the
treoops ashorej Gen. Rupertus was unable te get into & boat. He
stayéd'ab@@rﬁ ship and 1 took the troops ashore and set up a command
pest. Gen. Geiger vame égﬁzhe beach and tslked to me and said,
"Where is Rupertus?" And 1 told him, and that's when he said,

%1If I had known I'd have relieved him.®

§: Was he unheppy that you didn't tell him?

Smiths He didn't say so, but I felt out of loyalty to Gen. Rupertus
that it was up to him to tell those people over there if he wanted
them to knou.

2 UWhat was his relatienship with Geigsr?

Smith: Net good.

- f1: lWas this of long stending?

Smithe: It must have been, some length of time. But I gathered that
A g

the@r relationmes weren't too friendly.
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(Pause)
Now in getting ready for this operatien I was ADC znd I felt
that 1 should have a minimum staff to go in with me, because when
yeu go in first you are the senior officer present ashore, and some

emergency may come up, and you can't get the advice ar orders from

/

the division to handle it, and you should have enough staff soc you

can avaliuate the situation and make a decision. 1 had to argue
«4"%:&.1_ W - L€

quite strenucusly with the General to get aa”¥ ninimum staf%?ga in

with me.
Q: What was his argument against it?

Smith: That he was coming right in. He wanted me to go ashore and
set up the CP, and he'd be in within an hour or sc, and therse was no
nesd of my having to make any decisicns whatsoever., Of coursg}he
didn't get in for a day. But I finally told him about this and i
said, "After all, if somathing heppens and the divisien is unable

te intervene, who holde the seck?® I told him that as senior officer
pregent ashore I was responsible and I should have the facility te
make the proper decisions. S6 he gave me Hankinq)and he gave me

tWeis Lt. Col. Smith as communications officer. 1 had Day as opera®
tionsgfficer . . .

heysil]

s Bhat Day wasg that, #Merie bBay?
Smith: No, he ies out now, he was & reserve,a nice young fellow, a
major. I had Hank Adams as my 2, and Gover as my 4. That's whom

I went ashore with.

Qs Deak@n remained with the divisign,
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Smith: VYes. I had Bensdict who was my Une representative. He now

works for Bart over here.

Q¢ He was reliaved(wpéé«+uW%Qﬁ én Okinawa, at the

and, at the last operatiecn, the last hills that the divisioen faced.
Smith: Is that s0? 1 didn't know about that.
Q24 No prejudice to him. It wes unfortunate. No fault.

Smith: After £he rehearsal the LS5Ts took off for the Palaus on

Septémher 4th and the transports followed on September 8th for this

landing andhe /5™ | the landing was to be mads at 8.303 in the

morning on the western beaches, three regiments abreast with one

battszi@q; .ﬁﬁe 2nd battalion of the 7t§}hald out in division reserve
In accordance with the plan I was to land at H plus 1% hours

and set up ZLéi advance Eﬁ)and Gen. Rupertus would follow in as fast

ag he could and not later than H plus Feué haours. He assumsd that

by that time we would have all of the south end of the island and

the asirfield, and he could make a decision about what to do about

the terrain north of the asirfield,

i+ HNow again in retrospect about the operation -~ hies pre~invasion

speech and comments to the newspapermen and 89 on . . .

Smith: He was very, very optimistic. 1 didn't get one of the
letters, but he apparently wrote letters that he gave tc his

regimental commanders -~ they were pep talks -~ and to newspaper
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correspondents, in which he pointed out that this was going to be a
quickie, probably faster than Tarawa. I didn't go along with that
kind of optimism. 1'11 admit that it never occurred toc ms that one
month after the landinéiwe'd still be fighting within sight of the
airfield, but I didn't figure any two-day job. But that's what he
felt, and that's what he told the nsuspaper correspondents, and-& it
didn't go over very big because then some of them shoved off, they
sald, "What's the use of sticking around?" He got some bad press
out of that. 1 supﬁose at Iwo Jima there were nho %@rinee that
figured they'd be fighting there =2 month after they'd landed either.
It‘s'just hard to imagine on those small islanas where you pile
ashore 25,000 men and they've got 10,000 how on sarth there's room

for *em all. But there is.
Q: As a result, Peleliu never received the attention it dessrved.

Smiﬁhs Ne. The first five days at Psleliu wers just as tough as
lwo Jima, but then it tapersd off, and Iwo Jima Kept on going. ﬁnqﬂ
.mf eautsq,?eiéliu was a smallef operation because we enly had one
division in assault and they had twe and twe thirds divisions on

Iwe Jima. We had made a map study trying to select a site for the
CP fpom ?hgi)erial phatagraphs 0

Aoun
A 5th afd 7th ﬁérinaa.n@tewequmf

and inland from the

thl, it looked like thers wes a
small knoll, and we figured we'd set up behind that. Wsell, when

we eventually Faun?_ﬁhat knoll it was a swmedixene swamp, but we
didn't Fiﬁd-thaeﬂfer a long time. There was a lot of fighting gging

on around it,.
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I+ How was the intslligence, and the aserial photographic informstion

-that we got?

Smith: - Pretty good. e kneu exactly the number of people on the
island. UWe didn't resalize the extent to which they were dug in,
bscause the aeriel photographs could ﬂaﬁ‘sham up all'thg%a'GaVQSa
Lem%%’ﬁulleg,mith his lst ﬁérineg,destrayed 148 defended caves.

How he did it, I don't know. But those things were invisible before
we went in.

| (fer |
@it We'll talgﬂabeut Puller and his operstion.

Smith: VYes. I was on the Elmore with %égé group, end we started
out in time to make the beach by 8.30. Ue first checked in at the
Hazelwood which was the control destreyer, and from the Hazelwood
we got directions to the control vessel right behind the beach_ue
wanted to go in on. I had planned tih?u ashore in a’gﬁgﬁﬁjégg I get
“on this control vessel and saw all Ehég% burning amphibian tractors
and all the mortar fire coming doun inside the reef, and I decided
1'd rather go in in an +«¥B that wouldn't waste any time going across
the reef. Eventually myez they were able te hail anﬂé;%;and it came
alongside ths control vessel and picked me up. 1 asked the boy who
was driving it if he knew the way into the beach and he said, yes, he
had besn in two times, so ! said, "Bkay, we wéntAte go into . . .%
i ﬁhizﬁ}% told him Orange-2, which was the middle Beach. He started
10

“fower 6, ) o
B oy and there was mortar fire falling in the water. When he got

halfuway from the reef to the beach, there was a barbed uwire fence

that went along parallel to the beach, azand he turmed north -+« he
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could have gone right through that fence but he didn't =- and
par&lieleﬂ the wire. Finail%)x'ta}d him, “Leok, you arse going teo
run out of beach here preﬁty~qmicgg?andwe‘ve.gmﬁ te move in.®

So he then turned in, and we laﬁ@e& on the nerth end of Orange . . .
‘well, it was the north Orasnge beach, the north beach ef the 5th
Agériﬁasj\ Beyond us to the north was a gap of 800 yerds and then
came &emig'Puller*s outfit on the White Beaches. So I wentaeshore
there and we holed up under a bank, and thsn I gg?ﬁxtm?ﬁanki@s and
Benedict and Smith down the beach to find a CP location aféggd about
the middle, and they discovered . . .

Eng of Side 1, Tape 1, Session II.
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Tape 1, Side 2 - Hession Il

ﬁ;: Y@ﬁ'saiﬁ t&ey went down and found out that they couldn't . . .

Smiths They went down tha beach anﬂ 3enedlct had a narrou squeak.

a Jaaanese papped up from out of tha sand and teok a $het at hime

Benedict took a shot at him mith his ﬂlstal” both of them mlsseﬁ}
Honld_Baviny ‘ @&H

then a—a&ﬁmamane bumped eff the aap, They found thia anﬁiatank

ditch just inland from the baacb that the Japaneae haé dug ta stop

cur tanks, aﬂd deexdad that was a good place for the CP. ?hasaad

They came back and I moved down there,

and we set up in thigAtank ditch, and established telepbéne com-
@ h iy
municataans with the shore party,Awith the 5th and Vthlﬂérinasi

Bu ma only had fragmentary information from the lstly%rznas. Fheiz

wta uﬁ@V§
rs communications outfit had been hit when they went in, and

/€ % 8n?§ Eﬁﬁﬁﬁ {ﬁ?é%§@@?anfﬂﬁaga?tﬁﬁyﬁﬁgénﬁp thaiz ~» there was no

1om tJ
telephone communication «- waggia ligison aFFiceg\had come éamn the

beach earlier, ewme® I asked him about casuaities ané he said, "Oh, 40

Aewye Z oo
arusﬁuw Well, ap a matter of fact Lewis had 25%,400 casualties or
. . ayer
more., lie did get a dxspatmh fHradly ask;ng for haspltal corpsmen,

/t
aad,?inally,late in tha day 1 did get thraugh ta ég@&s on the

telephone, «ad 1 asked him how he was coming and he éaié, “all right.

1 said, "Do you need any help?" He said ﬁm; he didn't need any help.
' - hewie v

He'd besn taking a beating all day, but that's é%&égj he wouldn't

" ask for help. While we were sitting in this ditch, some time toward

~one @'clock in the afternoon I lockedéf B and hers came Gen. Geiger
shells

up over the bank, with mertar Qﬁéﬁk%@falilng into the.gﬁggz: He

came ta me/anﬁ I said, "Look, General, according to the book you're

net suppossed to be here at this time." He said, “mell, I wanted to
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see why thouse Amtracs were burning.® And he found out. There uwere
38 of them that were burned. Then he said, "I'd like to see the
airfield .” 1 said, "That's simple, all ybu have to do is just climb
up this bank and there it is.” One leg of the sirfield came right

above where I was.
fi: Right above the CP.

Smith: Yes. While we were up there the telephone rang. It waes for
me and I slid down the bank toé; k. About that time the Japs put
over in rapid suceessiaﬁ/ ;%%sag must have haeq)nmt martarﬁ,but
rocket§} they made a horrible screech and it sounded like they were
just cleaﬁﬁ;a your head. Well, they put three of those over, and he
slid douwn the banﬁ?aﬁd‘l asked him if he'd seen the airfiald and he
said yes, he'd seen if. Then he went damn to visit the 5th and 7th

Lewre by
e CPs, and. h% wanted to se¢ Lowis, @re 1 sald, "Now look, General,
Qhov e
there is a gap of 800 yardgﬂherf)and we don't know who's in there,

and you just shouldn't go up there.” I had to do quite a bit of
talking te talk him out of that. 5o we sat douwn themn and tried to -
figurse out the casuélties, Wle had commupication with the 5th and

7th and they gave us their report, bué??ragmentary information from
the lst. e came up with 250 casualtiés. That was befors the after-
noon counterattack. Then Gen. Geiger shoved off. This big counter-
attack came in at about S in the afternoon, I think. There were 15

Japanase tanks and infentry.

@: Right across the airfield,
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Smiths . Yes. One tank got about 2 or 300 feet from my.ﬁp, and the
artillery which was all in bheix tharf;they dsstroyeqﬂglth point
blank fire. Part of the tanks werse dsﬂté Zﬁéyélemur own tanks,
part by bazookas. e never did know whg%&e@-gzuan the credit for
it. All of them were destreyed. It was rather upsetting. Same
Fallaw}m gho had been sent doun from the lst Marim% came down
just about the time this thing was hitting, and he came into the

CP all out of breath and said, “There is a Japanese tank on the
beach shooting up the«ghare Ehrty.“ I guess maybe one of them did_
get that far, but it was destroysd.

Gen. Rupertus' idea the firet day would be that we would have
all the southern end of the island and the airfield up te includs
the %ﬂministratian @uild.ﬁmg, and m Puller'’s beacUead a little
to the northwest. Actuzlly, the Sth ﬂkrihes haed pushed across ths
lower part of the aiffiald, and the 7th Marines on the south had
pushed in pretty well, and they'd turned south. But thay 8till had
to clean sut that southern end. éigg;eéuller had a mznlmum bsach-
head of 300 yards or so, and the northern part of the Sth I’ﬁarinexe
 had about 300 yards of beach head, and then there was this bulge that
went acrass the airfield. Then during the night there were two
counterattacks, one against the 7th, and I think ene cans diractgé

toward the LP.
it Uhere the tanks were?

Smith: VYes. It is rather eerie to hear -= on this 7th ﬁariﬁa&one
I heard the banfai. Everything was quiet, and suddenly I heard this
banm2ai, the Japenese shouting, and then everything in Ged's green

earth opened up.
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Theﬁ,gradaalli,as the counterattack was beaten back the fire
died dewn, and the machine gun bursts were shorter. Then everything
stops and you know it's Fiﬁishgd. Gen. Rupertus, of coursg,waa very
anxious to get ashore, and he tried to get mw to tell him to come
ashore. I knsw he shouldn't be mbss ashore &wm&mg he had a tremendou
haaéquartera)and to move thet ashore would have taken a lot of
amphibisn tractors and we'juﬁt didn't have thenm.

Finally, along in the afterncon I told him that if he wanted to
do it it looked like he could get ashore, but then they began looking
for amphibian tracters and they couldn't find them; they had used up
the available ones to send in the reserve, the 2nd gattaii‘eﬂ of the
7th. S0 the General had to spend the night on the ship, and he was
not very happy asbout that:. He came ashore st 9.50 the next marning,
and I turned over to him. He initielly set up his CP in the ditch
where I'd been. Then after that we cleaned up the scuthern snd of
the island; then they got the airfield and got soms of the noses of
the high ground north of the air?ield; and then he moved into the
old Administration Building -- he mousd his CP in there -- and I
remained down in the diteh. 1 wes still there on November lst when
I cene pack to Bavuvu. I did 2 lot of traveling arcund the division,
and I went in periedically to tell the CGeneral what ['d seen. 1
never sat in an any confersnces en plenning or anything }ike that.

1 just went around and talked to the battalion commanders.
s Were you there when Geiger ordered Rupeértus to accept the Blst?.
Smithe: Gh yes.

Q: Bhat was their confrontation like?
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Smith: The first of the Blst to come in was one regiment under Col.
Dark; who relieved é@%ﬁiépullar. Gan. Rupertus felt that éﬁwﬁ§)
Buller had hﬁg all hsieauld take, ﬁ@ had 1,700 caswalties in the
regimant,?an@;;s 'gcxééd to send the whole regiment back to Pavuvu.
He still was optimistic he could finish up the operation in a coupls
of days. Not enly did he send the lst Marin% back, but he sent our
tanks back with them, and that waes a bad mistake because the Army
tanks that came in didn't do @s well with our infantry as our own
tanks had done. But Dark came in end relieved Puller up the west
raaaﬁ there, and then the %th Mafinss reiir‘a\fe‘d the lst lgﬁ{ériﬁes around
the pocket, and they beat'ihémselves down. In the meantime the Sth
H&ese bus
M@rlnes had dashed up ﬁye west road and captured Jeeebus Island
and the north end of Ehe~%a%apd, and then swung beck toward the

?gecketb Then Dark cas

end relieved the 5th in the north cnd of the island and swung around
the northern end,e«=ﬂ9+‘zg§n the 5th came and toeok its turn at the
pocket, and they did pretty eell; they reduced the size of the
pocket. As a matter ef fact, when I left the island I guess the
pocket wasn't over 600 yards in its biggest dimension, and there
weren't over 600 Jzpanese in the pocket. But about that point

Gen. Geiger decided that the fFirst\ivisien should be relieved,

and ééccama over and talked te Cen. Rupertus, and et that time

Gen. Rupertus was very, very anxious to be reliesved. I had hoped
personally that with Derk relieving éggzglﬁuliar, maybe with his
help.wﬁ could finish the job, but our troops were too badly beaten

doun to do it.

4( . o} . _
d: Do you think ﬁulier'%@a&[s /llb ré(?/lw%ﬁy properly?
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Smith: Well, Akaﬁég.bangad hss head against the opposition. I went.
over the greund he eapture@,and(i didn't see how a human being had
captured it, but he did. He b@&ieved'imummmentum;'hé believed in
coming ashore and hitting end just keep on hitting and trying to

keep up the momentum until he'd overrun the whole thing.
{’I $ ;ﬂo fineﬁ’oﬁen

Smiths Ne, ne finesse. Uhen he destroyed 140 defended caves thég’s
guite an mp@ratimn,pé§§ a blockhouse or twe. No, there wae no finess
about 1t, but there was gai&antryianﬁ there was determination.

They tell a story ebout Honsowetz =« remember that? - telling
him to attack, and he said he only had 13 men or s@methlnq like that.

At e
fnd kewis said, "You got yourself, haven't you?" (laughs)

R: Honsowetz or Hunt?

Smith: Hensowetz.

- @: Bonscwetz had a battalion?

Smith: He had a battalion thers, yes.

fis I thought Honsowetz was the 3,

The

Smith: Oh, later on. #un Ckinawa he was A 3. But he had a hattalien
, Lowre ’

of the lst @%mﬁwes,vanﬁ the—Congpal ssid, "You got yourself, haven't
Lewie. 3

you?" <tewis was a card. I'm very fond of him. 1've served with
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Gn Releliu,a couple aof days after we landed,l decided to ge and
hotwue - ’

visi§4£gw$§¥ a%gﬁwﬁgg éamn tw the besach and followed up the wire ==~
thet wes the only way you could find where he was -- and we crawled
through a swamp and finally 1 Fcuﬂd‘égsgﬁeupfﬁere it an abandoned
gquarry st the south end of this high ground, with his pipe in his
mouth, stripped dewn to the waist and shouting orders, szaund. And
the Japs wers just 160 yards out ahead, that's all. [ kidded %2%2%
“about his position, but that's the way he eperataé' The next time
I visited his CP he'd shifted his zone of operation up e the west
road and he'd gons quiﬁa-a ways up the raéd. I found him in his

CP as usual, the Japs weren't very far out. While I was at the (P
the Japs opensd up on the CP, so ha organized a patrol out aof ecooks,

bakers, whatever he had around thaere, and sent the patrol aut te
TALSE

get Japs. 1 heard a little shooting, and they came back and
reported they'd gotten the snipers.

Then Col. Dark came ashore and relieved himy and the first
thing Col. Dark did was to move his CP one thousend yards back!

He wasn't going up there and relieve Puller where he'd heen.

We are getting along toward the end. (Pause)

Then finally on QOctober 12th Adm. fort announced that assault
operations had been cancluded, and Gen. Geiger moved ashore at that
time. He was correct in thet. On October 12th we had everkything
en Paleliu that was ever ussd bf anybody: we had tha beaches, we had
the sirfield, we were using everything that we ever wanted to use.
All we didn't have was this darn pocket, and why the Japansse from
the high ground around the pocket never fired on the airfield I
don't know, but they didn't. They never fired on that airfisld.
They could have, They fired at the troops that were close aboard,
but not at the airfield,
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% Then on Gotober 20th the 8lst Pivisien relieved the lst mawimes
and Gen.>ceiger'and Gen,‘ﬂupaétus departed by air the sans day;
and I again was left to bring out the troops. 1 talked to Gen.
musile%,wha later became chief of staff td Geri. flacArthur, andjaF
course, he insisted that he was just beginning 2 new campaign, that
‘we hadn't done much with the Japs. 1 didn't argue with him. The
first thing he wanted from me was an avarléy shaming the positieon
of all our machine guns on the island. I said, “Look, General, we
have been attacking, and we don't make overlays for machine guns
when we are attacking, we koep then G;a@'moﬁing.“ 50 he let me
off the hook on that, and then hé began to guestion the cambaﬁ
1 efficiency of the outfit, and I said there was nothing wrong with -
the combat efficiency of the 1st Marine Bivision. I said, "The gnly
thing is that it's time for them to be relisved." Thaﬁjins%afn the
first thing he did was tﬁ-ggﬁgggﬁgk the mhﬁla;$éministration Building
A?f?uge face of the administratian building facing the high ground
'he built up sand bags, and he then called it the OP of the 8lst
jﬁiuiaian,3and he moved his CP 4& over on the sast coast of Peleliu --
I forget the name of the bgach)'thera was a nice beach there where
the trees hadn't yet been knocked down. He moved in there snd left
his 0P where our divisioen CP had been. As a matter of poetic justice
/1 %u k two barges later on in the game and converted them and put
torpedoes in tha$a barges, .and sneaked doun from Babelthaup douwn

to Peleliu, off the sast coast of Beleliu ~-vhere there was a

i: That's where the divisioen laFt;fram the east coast.
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Smith: VYes. And they let fly with & torpede at the beach, it
missed all these ships, and piled up on the beach, anqjef course,
averybody in creation began shooting at these bnataj and they put
holes through the gensral's tent and sverything else, so he didn!'
escape the war by going doun to this bsach! There was no other
place he could have gone.

Incidentally, when I finally went asp to Pearl Harbor, Adm.
Himitz questioned me about this Peleliu operstion. He wanted teo
know just how many pecple were left in the pocket, and I told ﬁin
my best gstimate was 606; Now the 813%} thay methoedically uent
about reducing this pocket. What they did was, they took cvsr ot
positions, ﬁggﬁrﬁere mamﬁb%@ﬁ%ﬂ there, and they'd get poles and g
the sand bags ahead, and then crawl up behind the first sand bag,
and people behind would puah more sand beags, and they'd pile ther
up, and they'd have a new line »f a feuw yards out g%meanﬁ ﬁhay ke
thet up until the 27th of November. They relieved us on the 20tt
of October, and on the 27th of November they finally cverran the
pocket. They graduslly moved these sand bsgs forward doun the v
ridgses until there was nothing left, and the pooer Jap doun there
sent word out that this was the end and he killed himself ahd
- burned the colors. Now the casualitiss fer the first ég}t af thai
operation were 6,526, and the 815%\@&visisn lost 1,393, because
even wiﬁh this methodical thing a let of people ere hurt.

On Anguar =« to show you what can happen -~ there were only
£4$88 1,500 Japenese, and the Elst:@iuisimn landed two regiments
there. One regiment went all the way down the island and met noi
but the other regiment turned and found the 1,500 Bapg}tﬁ in the

northwest corner of the island. Then they started to methodicall
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reduce the plaeg)and it aasﬁ them 1,500 casua;tias to get 1,500

Japanese. So this methodical business deesn't almays pay off.
mazl,}Nuts flopre fixéd me up @ith 3 pléné on Mévemher lst.

I'd gotten the last of the 5th Hazines off. He gave me a plane

and I flew out to Emirau and then on doun. iﬁ'a funny, when 1

took off from the field they weis.still She@bing at thes pocket

up there; there were star shells and everything else. A sad thing --

1 was watching the last of the 5th go; they were geing out on the

east coast beach there, ahéjef caursg,as they ceme down to the beach

they unloaded their wsapons to go aboard ship, and somebody didn't
get thes word. And some boy armed with a Thompson sub machine guné

snagged the trigger and hit a sergeant in the stomach, just as he

was . ., » fortunately he lived, it was not fatal.

Now is that enough abeut Peleliu?

@3 1 think we have pretty well covered it. . Of course the operation.

is a matter of record.

Smith: Oh, it's a metter of record, I didn't go into the capturé

2y weesebus
a,gthat was guite a show.

fi: Certainly the rscord of the division was outstanding.

smith: Oh yes, geswhesz, we had good peeple. I think our people
did everything that mas-humanly possible to snd up this operation.
1 think‘l blre=Ebh pullaé was the most aggressive of the regimahé\’, and
the 5th next, and thg 7th was at the bottom of the hesap as far as

aggressivensss was concerned. - Hanneken was not about to beat his
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hsad againstth@se =8 rocks up there. But the 5th when it come in,
they really did clese in.

gt 1 remember they took the division headguarters personnel and put

¢

the?tuﬁ on the lines and facing Horseshoe Ridge at night thers, every
night. .

Smith: That's right, they had a provisicnal battalion. But that

had its disadvantages bécéuse they had no fire discipline. (laughs)

| Ay ) |
Qs The%@wsre those whao were pullivig the 50 caliber machine gun

every once in & while.

Smith: VYeah! 1 got a kick out of Spencer Bdrger whe was up on that
ridge there for quite a while. He told me about this Jap that
annhoyed hime?‘ end. There was a steep cliff on ene sidg}a? think
what we cal% Death ffalley went up there. Aand therd was &he cavs
doun at the bottom, and the Japs pericdically would haul g little
cantion cut of the cave, and shaot at the Macines further doun the
line, then haul the cannon back. Here was Spencer B@rger sitting
up on a cliff, and they couldn't get at these people. Finally they
got a charge of TNT and put it on a line; I don't know how they set
it off, but they hung the line doun and then swung it, and swung
the charge inte the cave, and somehow exploded it.& That blew up
these Japanese. Hut Bdrger said he could smell &Hé% boiling rice
doun there)and it just made him mad that they were tooking meals
right under his nose and he couldn't do anything about it.
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@: I recall they had a mess—of mortar that was wheeled out from the
caves during that first day.
may /{cwe /BW
Smiths Tﬁa%~meﬁée #ap this thing that went over our heads. It made
a hoerrible screech: it may have been this mortar . It could have

been a rocket, I don't knou.

G: I remember seeing it on the beach when Gen. Rupeéertus had come
ashore and he was looking at it: it was pretty massive, it was the

biggest thing that we'd ever seen.

Smiths: Of caurse/the Japanese had mined the beaches. They had
these minss all over the place, but fortunately they hadn't armed

a great many of them. Right nearzme where I set up there were three
of them in the sand, right near my iemt,.and they put white tape
around them showing they were disarmed. Peor old Willie Harrison

at that time wes commanding the artillery, and his CP was at the
south end of the airfield, and when the 155 guns fired they fired
right ever his head, and the blast was terrific. He couldn't sleep
or write or do anything else; he wanted to meve in with me and I

said, "Now look, if . . " He was the engineer, uh?
@is Harrison had the artillery.

Smith: HNo, this was the colonel engineer -- who was he? (Pause)
Oh, Fenten! I said, "Lamk fFrank, I'11 be glad to hava you if the

first thing you'll do igAtaka thoss darn mines

.in the oc¢ean somewhere and dump them.® He agreed and he meoved in,

¥em out
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and we were very glad te have him. We were down in a ditch, you
sea, and we could hear the shooting, but we didn't get the terrific

| fen | .
blast that he had'gog{n He'd got it full scale.
A

Q¢ Was the direction of the operation conducted from the division
CP by Rupertus and his staff for the mast part, or were the

regiments pretty much on their ocwn?

- Smith: From the aivisiaﬁ staff, as far as [ know. As I say, I had
vary little to do with the planning. My function was to bring the
troops out after the operation was over and te go arcund visiting

the troops in between times, and if I saw anything of interest I'd

go and tell the General about it.
Iz You never saw him after that.

Smith: After Peleliu? No. I'll get to thet. dhen I returned to

Pavuvu on November 2nd (I took off from Peleliu on the lst and went

ko Emirau) I didn't know there'd been a change in command. 1 came

Bews iz y

into Bemssa end the quartermaster there gave me a boat to go arcund

through the channel and get a chance to shave. It takes about tuwo
1B K&

hours to get from Beemca to Pavuvuw by the channel. t(then I got to

the dock Gen. Del Valle was there in command of the division. He

took me up to the CP and 1 found that the quarters I'd lived in in

the plantation house, the Red Cross girls were tﬁ%@, and Lou?g Jones

b

was living with m%? Valle at divisien headquarters. There g‘faund
Yhe .

eut first about this lﬁthl%rmyz I never knew anything about that

until I returned to Pavuvu. There were orders for me there to go
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to the lﬁthlﬁémy, and I left Guadalcanal on November 7th and crossed
the deteline tq arrive at Psarl Harbor the same éate‘ I reported to
Adm. Nimitz and then to Gen. @ucknet.' Up to the last, Edson would
never admit that the lnth,éémy was going to have the Okinawa campaign
1 tslked to Edson a good hit, He maintained that Hollend Smith would
get %he’eperatian, and as a matter of fact Adm. Spruasnce recommended
that. Adm. Nimitz felt that the Army should command because the
bulk of the troops were Army. Uhen you wound up, there méfe 90,000
Marinés, but there were 280,000 Army, and there were 80,000 Navy in
that cempaign. The thing Adm. Nimitz wanted me to watch over there
was the supporting troops. VYou know, the Army, when they mnvaf i?j.
they've got to have thousands and thousands of supporting troops,

and the Navy just doesn't have asmphibious shipping to haul everything

in the world across the occean. I told him 1'd do the best I could.
Q: How did you view this assignment?

Smiths I wasn't teo happy about it. I would rather have stayed
with the divisionh. As a matter of fact Jerry Thomas wanted to clear.
me out bafore Peleliu to come back and command the Marine Corps
Schaols. And 1 wrote Jerry and 1 ssid, "Look, Jerry, it took me

‘a long time to get out to the Pacific and I want to stay out here
for a while. I realize that probably I've got the qualifications

to command the schools, I've taught there several times, and maybé'
euentuaily it*1l be a nice job, but not now." Then Gen. Rupertus
got hold of me befqua'me sailed to Peleliu, and he wanted the job
of é}mmaﬂdant of the Mirine Corps Schools, and he wanted me to say

that 1 didn't want it. I told him that 1'd written Jerry Thomas
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that 1 wasn't interested in going bae%ﬂaam@ Then he told Gen.
Vandegrift that 1 ahsolutely didn't want the job. =~ which was not
quite it, 1 didn't want it at that time. So he was ordered back to

the Marine Corps Schoels.
G: He was uefy close to Vandegrift, ma$n't he?
Smith: 1 don't know what their relations were.

@s When you reported up to Pearl, did Nimitz say anything further
to you sbout your assignment, and did Halland'Smith say anything

ta you? |

Smith: @ﬁﬁﬁ%, Holland I think must have been aggu%ent at Iwo Jima

at that time. That was November when I reported there.
Qé Né, Iwo Jime wasn't until February.

Smith: I did talk to him, yes. 1 remembsf ha haé me over to dinner
and he wanted me ta go to the baseball game with him. The Mar‘inas
were glaying the Army and 1 said, "Look, General;_Gquﬁeral‘ﬁwckner
has a box over there and 71'll have to go over and sit with Gen.
Buckner, 1 guess;" He understood. Then later on he was @ush‘upset

about an article that had been uritten in Neuswsek or World Report

u@~eeae%h4ﬁg, about him trying to undercut the Army. He was much
upset about that; he cleimad he'd never dene‘anythiﬁg 1ika.that.

Q@: He had a hard fight all the time he was there, didn't he?
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Smith: 1 think he argued pretty strenuously with Adm. Nimitz.
@t Well, Richardscn was always . . .

Smith: Oh, Richardson, yes. é@gmaewz,Ljh“mas 2 pain in the neck.

That's why Adm. Nimitz moved to Guam =~ to get away from Richardson.
And that's why he had to leave Halland'Smith back in Pearl, beéause
if he took Holland Smith with him to Guam hs &omld have had to bring

Richardson to Guam.
G: Couldn't Nimitz have begh more forceful with the Army?

Smiths Well, he was trying to play bsll.

by Lpmeme uheo
lt+ Because the comment has been made thet—a fellew was out on a
liaison visit from headquarters and he said, "Well, now I've got to
“talk to Richardsan, I have a rough hour ahead of me." Richardson

was always trying to undorcut the Marinas.

Smith: Oh yes, Richardson was the man who said no ﬁarina afficer

was exer qualified to command a division. Hg made that statement.

@t Uhat was hig claim to fame?

who »
Smith: I don't know. He was the fellow &haf after the wag furnished
the trucks to the demonstrators who came down to his headguarters
and damonstrétsd against him¢ the want-to-~go-home crowd. And he

. furnished the trucks. Thaz'a the kind of a man he was..
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Gen. Geiger at that time was in command of the é&;ines at Pearl
Harbor, and he had a sergeant and a csrparal<ézéi:;g;@ bad, an%}bgﬁ
he got themr up end convened a heard, and they reduced these noncoms
te privetes just like that for inefficiency, and that was the end of
any trouble in the Marine Corps. But Richardson had guite a

demonstration, and he furnished the trucks.

: He was wearing those breeches and those boots all the time.

nevel

Smiths %Ahéd rRever amy contact with him.

@1: What was your reception on arrival at 10th Army Headquarters?

Smiths Very friendly. Gen. Buckner was a fine gentleman, I don't
know if he was brilliant mentally, but he had character, he was
solid. The only trouble in that 10th Aémy setup was that the l0th
é’i‘m _uas made up of two veteran corps »3&}'53:1:& /4;*’m:phibious Qbrps and
the F4th Corps -- that had had plenty of combat experience, and

Buckner _ o
Gen. guigwy had a staff that)as far as Leavenuworth staff work manE}
shey were highly qualifisd, but they had no combat experisnce. Aqﬁ

of coursejthass two veterany corps wersn't too happy about gettiing
orders from a staff that had no combat experience, but it worked

out fairly well.

@: You mention in your personal narrative that because of the joint
nature of the operation Buckner bent over backwards te try ta get a

joint staff.
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Smith: Oh yes. It was padded toe much; I found that. There were
30 Harine officers and 30 naval officers. I was the Geputy Chisf
ef\gtaff'gé the Marine Corps. Commodore Talbot was ﬁkputy Enief of
\gtaff Fgr/mauy, and Brig. Gen. éhlek waa\Beputy Q%zaf af,ﬁ%a?? Army,
and Brig. Gen. Post was Enief of Staff to Buckner. The relation
betwoen Post and Buckner was very‘clcsqi he was practically a son
to Gen. Bucknagj they'd séerved together five} six or seven yearég'
had been up to Alaska together. Post was a very fine pergané R

I lived in the same tent with 3%1ck/- he had hesn an instructer at
flest Point and had besn a cavalryman sarlier ehd ﬁé came ocut #8 with
Gen. Buckner to Alaska and then down to the Army. 1 used to argue
with him quite a bit, but we were very friendly.  The relations were
very friendly, except that, my goodness, sometimes you were eghast at
what people without cmmbaé experience could do. first thing, the
general's aide came around to me and wanted my helmet to get a star
painted on it. 1 said, "Look, I den't want to paint any star on any
helmet where thers are Japs around. That's just an invitation for
gomebody to shoot at youw." They had never thought of that. The
%&rines hid their rank during the war. ﬁn%lfinazl% the solution

was not a bad one; they painted the stars on the linery you wore

the liner when you wers arcund your tent ar what not, but you wore
the steel helmet when you were out with the troops and somebody could
shoot at you. Then when they begén figuring out the rationg for
lanéing, they were going to take three days of ﬁagggatieﬁs. 1 said,

, wef: ‘e
“flow look; all the f@llam$ hggg got to go asharﬁﬁxs tbgié combat

pack on bpeir back, and houw is he going te get all those cans in
thera?" And I teld them what we normally dids we took one can of
¢

«ea rations and maybe a K ratien and a half a bar of chocolate.
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That wes it, and that could go in thers with your other gear. S0
that's more or less what they did. Then the poer Army -- they didn't
have complets combat packs like we heé} they had & bag; they had bhds
G 4 auverssac k’ _ ,

FHetble—sack WéTe, but then they had this bag that they had to tote

around.

03 The B bag.

Smith:éd}as. HESREY w0 bege! Fhe A and the B bag. I think the
held woolen ;

A bag helds th 22 and the B bag thea§haki. I've forgotten

e
ng 7
But that's a mess wvhen ey land: they wawe to lang all those

rge in a pilg} then somehouw or other ths troops &ewe to get them.

The Warines == they have their complste You drop the transport

pack and leave somebody thers t0 guard"? packs and you go about
your business with your little combat pack.

I talked about the experience of thess pecple. They knew the
haok; but . . . For instance when they laid out the Army headquarters
area, it wes really a place «- you needsd a car to get arsund from
thevﬁms to the G-2; they'd laid it out according to the book for
the Arﬁy, and if really was scattered ever the countryside. And
thexe}wéren’t any roads- in there. ELventually iéﬁgiripped down.,

ﬂ?_meurs%athere'was a tremendous amount of planning in this
Okinawa operation. They got off their first planning schedule on

fctober 25th -« that's befere I reported -- and oh December 3rd

CincPph ~-- that's Adm. Nimitz -- issued orders to initiate planning.

That's December 3zd. Gen. Geiger and his staff came up in November,

~and thesy put on some sort of presentation for Gen. Bucknaer. 3

Q: Plan Fox I think it was. Plan Fox was the landing across the
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E i beaches, and Plan Baker was the dternate plan.

Smith: Well, they impressed Gen. Buckner rather thoraughly. They

knew theif businsss, hhat»Srdfgﬁrps. Gen. Buckner then told me that
he felt that going into this operation he should designate in advanceg
a gecond in command. HNow the senior Army officer in the ich‘Army -

I've forgotten his name.
Q: fred C. Walldée,

Smith: Yes. 9 wes a ma gan Z? he was to be the Yﬂlana
C wnd e was hey \J"CMM‘ &‘a, peknels |
Sommander once we got sdéme territory, But Gen. Buckner didn't feel
that he was qualified toe command an army in the field, and he did
feel that Gen, Geiger was s0 qualified. At the timg)wa were at

73
Pearl‘Harbag)and he wanted to write 4his letter to Adm. Nimitz,
but he felt he ought to send it via Gen. Richardson, because

Richardson was the senior Army officer present.
G: But Nimitz was in overall command of this eperation.

Smith: ©h yes. Gen. Bucknspr did that, and he got his letter back
from Cen. Richardsen with 2 pericil note on it that "this is a matter
for the dlar Department to decide.® That made Gen. Bucknher kind of
mad, but he realized theat once hevgat aboard ship, and once we
started the Okinawa operation, Gen. Richardsen was out of the picture
you see, and Adm. Nimitz could make whomever he wanted commander of
this task force. It was noet really an &rmy, it was a task force w=-

56, whatever it was,
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§: VYes, Joint Expeditionary Forces.

Smith: VYes. Well, Post was well aware of houw Géﬁ. Buckner faelt
about this matter, and,of course, when Gen. Buckner was killed there
was no daubt, Gen. aaigér took over. Gen. Wallace came to me and

he was very bitter. Hs said, "I am the senior Army officer, and

by Army regulations I should take cammand."w3ﬁ§ failed to realize

was that what we called the 1Bﬁh,4rmy was g%wtactiaal command, not

gg administrative commend, It's true thet Gen. Geiger couldn't he
administratively commanding general of the 10th4@rmy, but he could
tactically be commanding general of thet task force, which was called
lﬁth;@rmy. gf course what the Army did -~ they didn't want any
A@érine-in,cummand of an Prmy. Gen. Stiluell had been through Okinaua
shortly before. He wae the chisf of all the infantry, of the Army,
at that time, and he'd inspected the troops, and he'd just left and
was an_route to Pearl Harbor, se¢ they grabbed him and brought him
back. I am getting & little ahead of my story.

Gen. Buckner was killed on the 18th of June. Gen. Geiger took
cver on that date; the campaign ended on the 21st of June, and Gen.
Stilwell arrived on the 22nd of Juna, and I taok his plane to go
home. 1 am a little aheed of my story, though.

“The complete 1Gth;@rmy operations plan was issued on January
Gth 1945, mith a target date of Rﬁril lat 1945. It was March lst
and then they changed it teo April lst. When this plan was gottsn

put it was April lst.

G: farch lst, then March 15thr and then April lst.
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Smith: 1 forget. I know it wound up April lst. Uselil, Gen. Buckner
after he got out this order hadgggé@tential command ef 375,000 men,
(175,000 in assault, 25,000 additional assault troops that came in

2 later shipping)’and he felt that he should get ardund and see the
troops that were to participate in.ﬁhe operation, because he had
none of them there at Pearl Herber, just his headquarters. $o he
taak-a??-an January 18th, and he téck ms with him, and took Col.
NG , his G~2, Brig. Gen. Dumas, his Gmﬁ,‘arigj Gen, ﬁfﬁkelogk,

his G-4, and his aide. And we took off im a big plane on the 18th

Serefn didn't look goods And Qen. Buckner reslized that it didn't

look good. Thé:we went to New Caledonia,

Q: Pardon me, had they recovered from Ssipan, or wers they so

dispirited?

Smith: 1 lived with the brigadier géneral sho commended the
artillery. 1 forget his neme now. And he said, "These damn
people don't went to fight." That was an Army officer talking.
Gen. Buckner thought he could stir them up a bit by talking to
@ZZQ% enlisted men amnd -f,?,!”¥ out what was the thing they most
would like to de. He'd hoped they'd say "to go and kill Japs.®
Al of them wanted a 30 day furloughmg at home. And they didn’t
pan aut on Okinawa, |

Un the 2lst we were over on New Caledonis to see the 8lst
_Bivisian, In retrospect that was a very geod divisign. Thay

didn't go in with us to Okinaua.
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1 They were area resetve.

tmith: VYes. Then we went over to Guadalcanal from January 23rd .
te 26th, and visited the lst fMar Div y then the 6th flar Div .
The lst had come over from Pavuvu fer training, and they were in
the midst of a live ammunition exercise, and the 6th was in the
midst of live ammunition exercise. They were reallyyimpressive,
and that convinced the Army that they didn't ﬁave to worry about
Marines, I had had to go to 2P8&. The Army had a Form that they
sent eut to divisions -- & progreess report, where you had to put
down had they fired the rifles, had they done this, had they dons
all these things. 1 teld the 6-3; I said, "Look, these Marine
divisions have just come out of combat. You don't have to saey
worry about whether they know how to shoeot their rifles or mortars.?
But they had to have these Torms, and after EQdﬁélcanal the G-3 came
to me and sald, "Foerget sbout it.®
Then we flew from Guadalcsnal to Biak Isianﬁggg New Guinea.
e were there January 26£h-27th, and ue saw the &13&J@iuigimn which
didn't belang to ust it was at £he time loading out for the Philip-
pinés: Then we went on to Leyte, where the 7th, 77th and 86th
%%%EéSianﬁ were Jjust winéing up the Leyte campaign. They were the
Bbh Qerps that went into Okinawa. ihen ue got there on February
lat the campaign uas pracﬁical;y over; they were living in the mud.
The Army had net quite played ball with Adm. Nimitz. The
agreement was «- they signed an agreement -~ that after Leyte these
three divisions would be returned to the Central Pacific in the same
condition in which they'd been furnished to Gen. HacArthur. UWell,

they didn't have their ratiocns, they didn't have their ammunitiong,
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and they'd hit each division for 800 men to form up guartermaster
transport companies for the Army. Gen, Hodge had come back to
Pgarl Harber and pointed this*aut?@g Adm. Nimitz had gone after
Gen, fMacArthur and said, "If you don't carcy out this agreement
1'1) take it up with the j;:{nt @hiei’s ofl\%af{’;" G0 they made an
attempt to do something about it. But the rations for thmt;ggg?
ébrps had to be brought in frem osther sources, and I think each

division was 2«3,000 men short when it came in to Gkinaua.

gs 1 think you mention in your persenal narrative about some tank
afficer who was %‘@3?3 in tesars telling you how they'd been re-

erganized -~ the guartermaster truck . . .
Smith: Ves. (Pause) Well . . .
Q: /@46¢9VﬂL°L‘ dragged his feet all the way through.

Smith: He dragged his feet on that ané. But we finally got the
%gggjéers and they did 2 good job on Gkinawa. They were all right.
Except the 27th =-- it was not really 244h é%rps.

We went from Leyte over to Guam. Gen. Buckner was deing a
little sightseeing and he wanted to see Peleliu, s0 we flem aver
Peleliu, circled it. Then he wanted to see Ulithi, -;ﬁé;dumh Army
piimﬁ)mhan'we approached ﬂlithigflaw right pver the middle of this
trgmendous anchorage with aircraft carriers all arocund thére. A
cauple of fighter planse came up under our wings and told us %o

get out of thers. #And we got out. They never permitted any planes
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that tbmy,didn‘t know about to fly over their flest. The Japs had
sent down a transport plame and dropped @ bomb or tws there some
time earliser.

Well, we got into Guam and we were late, and Gen. Buckner was
worried about the reception hse'd get, because when he came into
Leytes the communications were terrible and Gen. Hodge didn't know
he was coming. He talked to me and he wondered whether tha{ &igﬁt
happen on Guam. I said, "I know Gen. Larsen is in command éf the
trensient camp thsre, and I am sure that he'll take care of it.®

We wers an hour or two late, and we came into Quam in the
depot field,,and there was Gen. Larsen's aide -~ Ben. Larsen had
stayed around for an gheour or so, and there was no message L0 say
we were going to bs late ~- and«g%fiagk us over to his camp; he
had a_uery fins dinner for us, s¢ Gen. Buckner was satisfied that
the fMlarine Corps had taken care of him. Gen. ﬁ}skine at that time
was on Guam with the 3rd far Div, and he canme araand‘té?ﬁzh. Buckner.
The 3rd Mar Div was not in the lﬂth,&rmy, but he was having some
live smmunition sxercises out nesr Talafofo, which he wantsd the
Ganeral to see, 8o we dreove out there. It was vepy imgressive;

Then after thay)mn.?ébruary 2nﬁ‘tav4t§/we were‘gg'Saipan
visiting the 2nd Mar Div, which did beloﬁg to the lﬁthlérmyg and
Gen. Buckner was thoroughly impressed withthat an\Biuisiani He
told them in advance, "I don't want any parades or anything. I want
to see just whaﬁ you muu&d be doing on a Saturday (that was when we
arriyed) -- you just go ahead and do whatsver you were going to de."
Aanthget there swd all %géga vans were working ~~ the et

ey G

van, the machine shag?(on@ regiment was having an inspection on the

field, and I don't know what the others were deing. But he was
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thoroughly impressed. And they were a good outfit. He talked to.
the battalion commanders, and there were battalion cammanﬁexSiik@
8ill Jones tgﬁg knew their way around. He told me afterwards he had.
never seen such an alert bunch of battalion commanders. They uwers
good. Unfortunately we didn't get much use out of the Eﬂdﬁghvisian

on Okinauwa.

Q: We'll talk about that. I've written that in this history that
I've done for Ballantine Books which I just got in the mail -~ the

fact that his interest and attraction to the 8th Marines proved fatal

Smith: It did. The 8th Marinefs impressed him more than . . .
Wallace was in camﬁand of it at the time when he was on Saipan, and
~ they were having inspection on the field. And Gen. Buckner went
around and was thoroughly impressed with Wallace and his gutfit.
Yhen he was killed <« it's true -« he wes up on é%; hill there,
matahiﬁg, 1 think, a rifle company, as ons battalion of the Bth

moved forward, and they were really moving. They were fresh.
@t 1t was the first day of action, 1 think.

Smitht Yes. They were fresh and they were good, and they looked
good, and Gen. Buckner was very happy, e are getting ahead of the
~story, but he had gone up there and éaken positien behind tuwo big
coral boulders -« there was a crack between them and he was looking
sut through the eraek;. He was just over the topographical crest,
and his aide was with him. At that time the lst flar Div, to which
the Sth,ﬁérines was attached, was about 4,000 yards ahead of the
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Bﬁthiaivisian on the left which was up on the plateau, on the
Yuzadake escarpment. The Japs had 47 mm guns up there. Suddenly,
in rapid succession, three rounds of 47 mm hit the base of these
rocks, snd a big piecs of coral went right through his hsart,
There happened to be adgsﬁgrthere, and within three minutes the
doctor was treating him. Apparently it wes too late to give him
a transfusion in the wrist, so he gave him a transfusion in the
ankle I think -« I don't know what . , .

Qs A¢ ua'wﬁ /}p(Y{il?

an artery that goes . . .

Smith: But it was too late, he was gone. The poor aide ~- I talked
to him leter -- was pretty shaken. All he got out of it was broken
ear drums/. /'4uJy bavd.

I talked to Post about it, 1 said, "After all, the General
goes off here every morning with hies aide and his driver, and he
goes up with these rifle companies, and he's just going to get
bumped off some time.” Eddie Post said, "I know it, but there's

e or les

nothing I can de about it."cﬁﬁéigar did?@ﬁe same, ®But somehow he

didn't teke as many chances as Gen. Buckner did.
Q: They were very much the same in many ways, weren't they?
Smith: Quite similar, yes.

@: As a matter of fact there was almost a similarity in appearancs,

was there not?



0 P Smith - 163
Smith: Gen. Buckner was moré handsome and a little taller,

s Grey hair, blue eyes.

Smitht Yes., MBH He was in wonderful physical shape. The man wes
62 at that time. I guess I'll go into that later when we get to
Pesarl Harbor -« about his physical condition.

e finished up on Saipan and then returned to Pearl Harber on
February 4th. On March 1lth, April lst was confirmed as Love Day.
D Day was when the"7?th(ﬁivisiaﬂ landead iqﬁﬁérama Rette. That's
why we didn't have a O Day on Okinaswa. The headquarters 6f the
lmthiérmy was a tremendous thing. It wase divided into forward
echslon, rear schelon, and a liaison detachment which was to be
left at Pearl Harbor, at Sg?fieid Barracks. That foruward echelon
was again divided in two parts -« cne called the command detachment,
which was on thazés Eldoradoe (and I accompanied that), and the
remainder of the forward echelon (&hes—ship-smd-the rest of the
staff, the working members of the staff) were on two or three
ships. Where Gen. Buckner made a mistake wes in dividing this
forward echelon according to rank. He took the senior officers
on the Eldorado with him. Ffor instancé,he took Wallace with him.
flow Wallace could be of no help in the landing; he was going to be
the_zgland bommander. Once we got off the island and @& landed,
“hen they made some shifts;-thsy gshifted GCen. Wallace to one of
these aother ships and pulled some werking members of the staf?ﬁ”'
on to the Eldorado.

Ye in the command detachment flew back to Guams sad# on the 7th
» of Nlasch, and on t roarded ado with adn! Tusne:
aR of Merch, and on the 12th boarded the Eldorade w&%ﬁAAd . Turner
who had just come back frem lwo lima.

End of Side 2 of Tapse 1
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Smith: We boarded the Eldorade on March 1;§h7; 1 atacgizgnaadm,
Turner's mess, with Gen. Bucdkner and Gen. ﬂ?ﬁi‘af'the command
detachment. I noted that Adm. Turner and Gen, Euckaet‘ﬁaré“sizing
each other up at first. Kelly Turner didn't think too much g of
Gen. MacArthur, and hs wanted to socund out Gen. Buckner on what hb
thought about Cen. HacArthur, but he didn't get any answer. They

sparred a while/ Their relations became friendly.

Q: What do you think Buckner's attitude was?

Smiths He never told me, 1 hevep't the least idea. Not the least.

TheZchQE&visien lanﬂad‘an_kerama Retto on March 26th -~ DDay --

A

and did a nice job thers.
1t That was Gen. Bruce's cutfit.

Smith: VYes. He uwanted to be alone. He was never happy when he
had te be part of the Army or the Corps. He managed to escape it
for the Kerama Rette and for the capture of Ie Shima. Then Gen.
Buckner brought him over to the 24¢ ébrps’and he was put right
down in the middle, and he was nétvhappy at alll
As we went in for the landing en April lst, of course ue

sxpected the Japanese to make séme show of defending the beaches,
and éfter *#od loocking at those beaches, it wouwld have bean.veryg

vary tough. 1 was asked to go up on the searchlight platform with
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a telephone, and report blow by blow what went on. Well, I went up
there and nothing happened. In no time at all the Marines Q%ﬁ gone
in eam-standing up, and in no time at all they had Yontan end Kadena
fields, so there was nothing to report. The lst Eiv.;sion made pratty
good progress, the 6th y@ivisicn the same. The lst ﬂiuisian had a
road that went across the island, and they ln‘énad thatroad, I think,
te the 7th Eivi‘sian far the fi&st day or so, and the 7th division ;
made be‘:autif‘ui.prcgresss, bu%}mar old lst Mar Div masﬁaot its road)
and the best they could do the first day was 3,000 yards. Ewentual-
ly they got their road back. ‘

B: How would you compare the lst and 6th E’ivisi@ns at this time?

Smith: The .13*.;@5.9163;6:1 was a different type of division. It uwas
more of a plugging divisien than the 6th_Bivision.

Gt You said the 6th Bivision was trying to make up for lost time,
since the lst had been there et Guadalcanal first and that as a unit
it had established 4k reputation, uvhereas the 6th tended toward
being more flashy. | |

Smithy Well, it was more flashy. Of course the 6t\:h~ﬁivi‘si@n had
some veteran regiments: it had the 22nd l%ariﬁes and the 4th Mﬁrinas,
and they had a lot of combat experience. Of eaurst‘i, the 29th Mérines
hadn't had much combat experience. I guess the 6th was a little
more flashy, but there was nothing wrong with the 1st ﬁat@i\r -e it

was @ good, hard charging division.
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0¢ You said divisions reflected the staff and their commanders.

for instance Krulak was a driver.

Smith: Ves, they may have. And then of course they uwere a little
more cocky than the lst ﬁkr1na(@1visxon. then we got down the

island thers a ways, the 1lst arxnexxlv1sian set up a CP somsuwhers
inland from Naha, and there was a little ravine mot over 10 fset

wide that they had to build a bridge bexs across, and the SthRivision
had built a bridge across the Naha estuary and had a sign on it «-
THE LONGEST BRIDGE EVER BUILT BY AN ENGINEER BATTALION OF THE MARINE
CORPS, So Pedro Del Valle put a sign on his bridge, THE SHORTEST
BRIDGE EVER BUILT BY AN ENGINEER BATTALION OF THE MARINE CORPS.

@: That burned Shspherd up, 1 understand.

Smiths éﬁg;a (laughs) The 6th Bivision was more pushy. (Pause)
Nothing much happened in the first few days except for the 1lst

flar Div to eut across the islend, the 6th flar Div to cut across the

island and move north, and the 24th @brga to turn south and gradually

ecome. ew:
Asiemed down by more and more opposition o

, down south there.
Gn April 6th the Japanese sent down 500 plaﬂas; anly 22 of them
got through, but some of those 22 did s lot of damags.
The 6th Divieion moved north, and,my goudness, they really made
- knots. Finaslly the Army turned them leose and they went all the way
up to the base of the flotobu Peninsula, and then cleaned up the
fiotobu Peninsula. They did a very fine job. I went up there; my

aide and I drove up and after they'd gotten to Motobu we dfgve all
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the way around. We went up and went all the way around thet Notobu
Peninsula. UWe didn't move ashore with the Army headquartsrs until
the 18th gf ﬁpril. They had to build this tremendous setup there.
Anyway~¥e%%g%mggﬁd communicetions aboard ship. There was no question
of issuing Army orders because you had one corps attacking north and
one corps souths they were individual earpa’ﬁgarations.

The Navy wnated to get Ie Shime because there wers some good
airfields there. Ie Shima is just ® off the west coast of Okinawa,
The 77th-Bivision landad there on April 16th, and after a five day
campaign they captuged the island.

As 1 said, the ¥4th é%rps met more and mors resistance as it
moved tE the south, snd finelly slewsd to a halt. Gen. Hodge
figured that he'd have to get a let of artillery preparation before
they could proceed any further. A full scale attack was planned
for April 19th with navel gunfire, artillery and everything else
behind it. ﬁnd)mf mmurs%,the Army thought they'd break on through
and keep going, but they got nowhers. The rasults of that sttack

ef April 19th were negative.
s 1t was at this time thet Gen. Vandegrift and fen., Thomas . . .

Smith: I'11l ceme to that. (Pause) The progress was slow, you were
making progress by yards. I went down te the front a good hit: 1

] L o cer ZEE?Q? | - .’gggir
spent more time at the front with the %»d Corps than with the 24th,

was .

although Gen. Hodge %= a very friendly person. We spent a lot of
time in the evening listening to the air reids. Gen. Buckner had
an armored car that had a radio, loudspeaker and what not. #fy

goodness, one evening we counted 32 raids. A raid can be one
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plane or two, and they'd follow the progress, either splashed or
went doun on the 1aRSf88%0tlappeared.

I don't think CGen. Buckner reslly wanted to commit the lst ﬁérine
:givisian. At first he was prevented by orders from higher head-
quarters. The Szd Qérps, after it had done its job on Okinawa, was
supposed to go over and cepture Miyake, which was some island ovsar
toward Formosa some plece.,

ar he

1: Yy islamd\ms’sakashim@ Gunto, west af . . .

Smith: Southwest of Okinawa.
Gt And off of Formosa. It completed the Ryukyu chain.

Smith: VYes. Well, finally CincPoa released the Army from the
responsibility of doing anything about that. Ths lst Mar Div was
eent down to relieve the 27th Pivision which had been brought in
because of the opposition. They were a mess.  Ths ls‘c@iwiaien
went down and found that féa8t they hadn't buried the dead =-- the
dead were lying araunézdgna they compleined to tha Army. The Army
made the 27th(§ﬁuiainn send back working parties to bury their oun
dead. The 27th was to move north end relisve the ﬁthﬁhivisimn, 80
the 6th could come doun and join the lstBivision in the scuth.
Gen. Buckner, about the time of the relief of the 27thd@ivisieq;

) 7
held a press conference,., OF ccurs?)these corrgspondents were all on
him about the 27th ﬁﬁvisian,whigh had been relieved in Saipan, and
they wantad to know why he was relieving the 27thQivisisn. Uell,

Gen. Buckner told them the truth, but it wasn't exactly what he
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believed. He said that}a?ter all in the initiel plenning the 27th
Qivision had been designated as the island command division -- that's
correct <~ and that now there was an epportunity to put them on that
job, and he was taking theé out to take over the territory from the
Gth ﬁ@tiﬁe\ggui$inn.' I don't thinrk he ever convinced the core
respondents, but that's what he told them, anyway.

' Ne 55 V@Zﬂ?[)“vm5

Gt How were his Y pegants- - pretty good.

Smith: I think they were pretty good, I don't remember anything

out of line.

@t There was criticism later on, thie appearing in the paper -~ the

J

sauthsaétern landing, the alnternate lending.

Smith: VYes, I know. There have been a lot of arguments for and
against that. Of course,what Gen. Bruce wanted to do was, after

1s Shima he wanted to go doun and land on the southeastern beaches.
But what Gen. Bucknsr and his staff were concerned about was that
the Japénase had sitting back there either & brigade or a division
that had never been committed, that was back in that general area,
and he was q:fraid that if you took this one division and landed
it;damn there, it might be pinned down, and they were already pinned
down up north, and you'd just have a stalemate. Now if you had
taken the whule‘%gi énrps and sent it around thaey could have made
progress, but then the Army would have been pretty weak on the

original front.

G: Uhat about the 2nd Bivision?
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Smithsy The?rggghgne regiment Ovar.-ﬁﬁd\ZES trouble 4= that they had
-iéﬁg the 2nd\§&visiﬁn gcy it was loaded out; and it had unloaded all
its gear in Saipan, and it would have been quite something to load

them up again and bring them out.
G2 They could have done it.

Smiths I suppose they could hauezjagossﬁbly Gen. Buekner theught
‘that with what he had -~ with the Frt KLoyps down there -= he had
~enough people to finish the job. fAs a matter of fact when he gat
the two corps down there attacking together, he decided to put on
an Army attack on fMay 1llth ~« thé‘Firsi time he had an opportunity
to issue ah Army attack order. 1t was te be a coordinated attack
involving the double SRUSESERSHE of the Shuri pesition. I kidded
%himk guite a bit about that. He thought -~ like the other Army
efficers -« that because Gen. Buckner had issued this order every-
thing would just start rolling starting flay 1llth. I sald, "Ghat's
- the differences betwsen what heppens on flay llth and what happened
‘on May 10th, May 9th, fay 2nd, May 3rd. UWe've been day by day
getting yard by yerd, and on NMay llth it's going to be the same
thing.” But he thought that just because the Army issued the order

there'd be & breakthrough. The breakthrough didn't come till the

3lst of May -~ 20 deys later.

real progress. In the meantime, the 8th Aarines had been brought
. VAV 02

ovegr from Saipan to capture ¥ehs and Aguni Shimg§ that the Navy

wanted for a@f air warning station® and then they ceme over and

joined the lst-Bivisien.
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On May 24th we had a little excitement. Five Japansse planes
attenpted to land on_Ventanvﬁaeld, fly goodness, we witnessed it all
from the Army headquarters; there was a tremendous smgunt of anti-
aircraft fire. They knocked down four of these five planeé, but ane
of them landed, and 30 Japs came out of %hgé plane with thegrmite
grenades and threw them into planes parked around the airfisld.
of eﬁarse}ths.antiairera?t paopie came down with their fire till
#k it uas lavel, and they put holes in all the planes around the
airfield. The airfield was out of action for twe days, and Nuts

flcare's plane was burned up. Of caursslthey killed the 30 Japs.
@t There also was a counterattack at the beginning of May.

Smiths: Yes, that was sup@ﬂged to be a double envelopmsnt by the

Japaneses they were going te send barges up the coast, and what

the lst Mar Div did was -~ at that time the lst fMar Div was over

on the coast; the 6th hadn't yet come in. They had Amtracs on the

beach, and when these barges came in they really shot them up.

Some of the Japanese did get eshore, but they didn't do any‘damage.
flore or less the seme thing happened on the east coast.

I thought that was nuch earlier.
Q: That was MER¥R 4th.
Smith: I quess I must have missed it going through my notas.
B: They came up the coast and the ones up the coast were supposed

to go behind at DMN A -= I forget where it was, on the east
coast. Of course they were just ((VZame).
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?h% Then the frontal attacks against /ﬁktf L¢é5_§ the 77th and the 96th
really took it) Du’r - they held..

Smiths. Yes.

s Wasn't it about the middle of April that Vandegrift came?
Smiths Yes, didn't I have that? (Pause) VYes, he came out . . .
s About the time of the April 19%th attack.

Smith: (Pauses, looks at papsrs) It was some time, in there, and
it was agreed that Adm. Nimitz, who came tag’tgggéait the Army, and
Gen. Vandagrifi, would visit the flarine Caxﬁs. It was sarly in the
game because at that tims the égg’ﬁarps €P was up the psninsula, omd”
I had gone up to the peninsula, up te that CP, when fen. Vandégrift
' was there, andéﬁhfjg I was there the §2§,6a393 got an order fram the
T army to M HL?L’ﬁmk gattallan and-atbtach—~i4 to the 27th
:Ibfantry\éhuzcinn)uhich had ineptly lost all its tanks. Gen. Gsiger
wanted me to deo something about it, and I said, "Those people know
that our tank-infantry outfits are something we don't separats, and
I'1l go right back and talk to Sen. Buckner. They are well aware
of this." So 1 went back to the Army CP and put it up to Gen.
Buckner, aﬁ%’mf coura?’ha couldn’t let his G~3 down entirely -- he
didn't know anything abeut this crder -- and he finally agreed that
he'd think it over. I told him that these tank crows of the 27th
Bivisian had esceped; that all they needed was tanks; they didn't

need tank crews. It was agreed that they'd take the spars tanks
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that the &84 égrps had and the spare tanks from smmewather,acumgg,and
turn them over to the z?th:gluision. Gen. Geiger pointed out that if
ﬁéz were going to doke iﬂovepeopie,eown south, why not take the whole
division. And that's what they did. Thet,wés before the lst Mar
Div was ardered south. | |
Qs %g;éigé probably the attitude of Geiger and his staff khazecarrxed
over fram World War I, uhen &he Marined Gespe 2V2 4“%&T'¢01422”“ﬂ0/

Army outfit, I think there was a reluctance,
Smithe: VYes.
§: But uhen Vandegrift came, were there any conferences?

Smithe¢ 1 never sat in on any that he had with Gen. Buckner. He
visited Gen. Geiger, but I think it was Adm. Nimitz more or less
who had the contacts with Gen, Buckner. OFf cmura?)ﬁen. Vandegrift
must have talked to him somewhere along the lins. (PRause)

The break in all this thing came on ey 29th. Company A pf
the §th/%grin@s hrmke\througg?Shuri fastle, and Pedro Dol valle
threw in two battelions of the lst following right in behind them.
The whole 77th3§ivisinﬁ had been planning an attack to capture
Shuri Castle for some time, and they were all set to go, and hers
the 1gt4ﬁérine\§hvision cut in and toek all the glory. ﬁnéla? caursg
they probably did take some éhanc@s of being shot up by suﬁebaﬁy'a |
artillery, but they weren't. That double envelopment of Shuri was
finally accomplished on June lst, and it cost 10,500 casualties.

The Japanese pulled cut and went down to the VYuza-dake escarpment.
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fnd thﬁ‘%&rines ahd Army fellowed up. Then the 6%h M@rines-mag sent
across the Nehs estuary to land on the Qroku_ﬁaninaalgi.they did a

nics jab'ghezsf they . landed and cleaned up the Oroku Peninsula and
Ke jo(ned

then ‘and took the zene of action along the eéast; and the

let Mar Piv was inland with the Qéth\ﬁhviaion on the left.

Q¢ 1 undarstand the company commander of A-~1+5 ralised the

Confederatae flag on Shuri Castle and created quite a stink.

Smith: VYeah, shﬁulan't'dé that. There was onha of those cenpany

commanders from South Careling that . . .
s Dusenbearxy.
Smith: Is he the one who was paralyzed from the waist daun?
s Yes, Julian Dussnberry. It was he who raised the Confedarate flag
Smith: Peul Douglas took me around when 1 came to Washington -« he

- took me. around $e the hospital to visit Dusenhberry.. ﬁaalvﬂsuglés at
the time was in the.ha@pitaij»ha had some nerves that were severed
and never did regain full use of one hand.
@: I was with him when he got shot.

Smithe Vou wore?

Q: Yes, he was taking a pegwhod c,[u’fvlt ‘?”# when the Sth
%&rinss had gotten ambushed and beaten back pretty hard at Wana Drauw.
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Smiths Yeah, that was pretty tough. No, I didn't know he raised
the Confederate {lag. Well, you know the opératiens from there. on.
The Army came dowun on the sast and the Aérines o the waszi and
the 96th Division on tep, and sventually the 7th and lst Mamnegﬂrgff
down at the sputh end. It was on the 18th of June that Gen. Buckner
was watching the aﬁh-ﬁ%rin@s}whieh'at that time had been inserted in
the linss of the lst. He was watching one of their units go -fes
forward and he was killed. Gen. Geiger took over and the first thing
he diﬁ.whan~he took gver was to send for Gen Dumas to come doun aend
1? te him. 1 had complained te Gen, Buckner. i'd watched these
égzﬂyreparts that went from the Army to ﬂdmu Nimitz, and I may have
been everly sensitive, but it looked to me like the thing was being
shaded to dounplay the fMarine Corps. Finally on one day when the
6th#3%viaian»had'suf?ered the highest casualties of any division
on the wghole front, the report that went to Sdm. Nimitz said that
they had advanced 100 yards against scattersad resistance. That
made me mad. 1 went te Gen. Buckner and I said, "After all, if
they had 8ll these cesualties (1 don't know how many were killed
~and wounded that day, but it was a big numher) those bullets must
have come from scmebedy, there must have been some Japanese out
theres it wasn't any scattered resistance.® 8o thereafter Gen.
Buekner okayed these things -~ he'd never seen them before ~- and
he checked them over, and Post checked them over to sea that they
were objective. GF'courggjthe K=Y ézrgs douwn there knew what was
geing on, they'd been watching these things. Gen. Geiger was pretty
mad abeut it, and the first thing he did was send for Ben., Dumas,

Dumas put on his pistol and belt and =ll his gear and went way douwn
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Atha south end of the island to see Gen. Geiger, expecting tno get
shot, I guess, and Gen, Geiger read him off a litfle bit. Then
Gen. Geiger was relieved on the 22nd. It was Gen. Geiger who came
up and teook part in the surrender ceremony on the 21st.
Nog)exclusiws af the F?eat, there were 450,000 men employed on
Okinawa -~ 450,000 280,000 Army, 90,000 marines, 80,000 Navy. There
were 18 CB battalions, and a lot of air base personnsl of the Navy.
The Army reported 107,000 Japaness dead and 7,300 prisoners.
tthen we first landed there our Intelligence indicated there
were BS5,000 Japanese on the island. The G-1 had some nice charts

there,w

4% one column that had the 85,000 and then as the
killed in action occurred this pther column began to creep up.

I went te him and said, “"Now if you don't look cut, this column
is going to get ahead of.ﬁheSe Bﬁ,ﬁﬂﬂ.“' He sald, "These reports
come from the rsgiments, they are carrectfyvieawﬂﬁﬂiigey reported
107,800, and then to justify that they sald that the Japanese had
impressad the Okinawans.”

I don't know how many actuslly were killed. "I took the troubls
to figure out the high~explosive ammunition that had been fired
against these ﬁaganess gﬁ the basis of 85,000 of them, and it
required ;&;:% / ﬁé{ tens of high explosive ammunition to
kill ene Jap. " That included the air bombardment, the naval gunfire,
mortars, artillery. And in addition to that there were thousands
and thausandvﬁgiound5m@£;#«mail arms ammunition,

1 received orders on the 15th of Juns to go to Quantico to take
command of the Marine Corps Schools. Brig. Gen. Blake was coming

out to relieve me. I had guite a time getting my#s orders becsause
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at that xims point, when it was time to write up my érders, Gen.

Ae <
aea ravel crdergyﬁﬁs didn't want to say,"By command of Gen. Geiger®

because he couldn't command an administrative army. I didn't know

Ge%ier was in command of the I@thzﬁ%my, and the adjutant general

whether I wae going to get any orders or not, but finally they got

@ solution and they said, "By command of the commanding general.*

And the adjutant general signed his name. Those were the travel
orders I had.

/lffég,ﬂbgﬁQVﬁag

s Nit 9icking/
fr

smitheﬂ I remember Gen. Richardson came out te Okinawa when Gen.
Geiger had just taken over; an%,é? aaarsgysan. Richardson was much
annoysd that she a!%;rine should be taking over command of the Army.
1 overheard him tell these Army staff officers, "I'11 stick with you.
As though Gen. Geiger was going to cut their heads off.

I went back on the plane that brought in Gen. Stilwell. I left
on the 23rd and got te Washington on the 27th of July, and went daun

to the flarine Corps Schools on August 2nd. At the Marine Corps

 Schools at that time there were quite a few schools going. The

Command & Staff School, 17 weeks, which was later changed to the
Senior Course (a nine-months course); the Air Infantry School, 16

weeks; the Basic Schoeol, six months; Field Artillery School, 21

weeks ~- they later did away with that for ecenomy reasons;

Communications Officers School, 25 weekss and the OfFficerd Candidate
Class., Qf @buraé,what we meinly were doing at that point was to

put in writing in pamphlet form the result of our experience in

World War II in amphibious operations. We got out some very good
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e Work

_ up there. Geni Underhill told me that they worked on him
for being psychotic or samethiag like that. They asked him a lot of

foolish questions.
¢ What an embarrassment for a general efficar!

Smith: Yeah.  Well, by March 12th the 48 hours had passed. They
had to relisve me of command of the B}igade because it was on 48

hours notice, and they brought grig. Gen. to command

_tha.Brigada, and on March 4th they moved it domwn to Le jeunes anyway.
Frer Gen. Vandegrift told me after it was all over that he'd nsver
had any intention to leave me with the gaigada permanently. They
just put me in there to get these officers dut u? the NMarine ﬁefps
Schools, bscause if headquarters had picked them or told us to send
50 many, there would have been a protest from the Schools that they
couldn't spare them. But I was more or less sent over there to
command the'grigaﬂs, but still more or less commanding the Schools,
Col. Twining was doing the paper work -« he was all that wvas left
ever in the Schools.

Then I resumed my duty as é%mmandanh of the Marine Corps Schools
and that continued on until July 15th 1946, when there was a long
overdue reerganization at Quantico. The crganization before. that
was not entirely logical. I as ézmmandant of the flarine Corps
.Schools reported directly to the ébmmandant of the Marine Corps.
gen. Tarreydwhu commanded the barraekggguppﬁrted me logistically,
but I was not under his command, and that was not right. So on -
July 16th they then made the gvérall commanding general the zenmsnds

@%mmanaant of the Marine Corps Schools, and I became the‘ﬁssistant
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é@mmagdant, with no changs in duties -- ] still did everything I did
before. Gen. Cates was braught'é@mn to relieve Geagvturrengana,hia
ﬁ_itle- becamne éammaﬁdipg éénefal;ﬁatine Earranks/ Quantico, and
é%mmandant flarine é&tgs Schools. And I became the fseistant
6%mmandant7mariﬁercarps Schovls. Then late in 1947 Gen. Cates

was advised that he was geing to be brﬂugbt up as ﬁbmmaﬁﬂaﬂt of the
flarine Earpé_ﬁm‘aanuary lst 1948, and he told me confidentially that
he intended to bring me up there asléﬁsiatant ébmmaﬂdant. I was
then still a brigadier general. I made my number on January lst
1948 and was actually commissioned major general on ﬂpril 2nd 1948,
‘and was ordered up at Headquarters Marine Corps on April Sth.

Now when Gen. Cates went up on January lst, &en I took over as
-Gbmmaading(g;néral flarine Barracks, Quantice and Gommandant, Marine
Corps Schoels. On April Sﬁﬁ I came up to Headguarters flarine Corps.
Gen, Shepherd had been ths;éa&istamt-éﬁmmandawt, but he had gene
-over to Lagland to visit the Royal flarines end was K§oﬁﬁf"

around there for a month or se, and it took @ little while for him
| to get out of the quarters down at the ﬁ@riﬁe\é@rraeksi and finally
I’becams;@gsisfamt é%mmandaﬁt'in fact on April 1Sth119¢8.v Before

that 1'd been just at Headquarters fMarine Corps.

Gt During this time after the war -« actuslly before the war ended -

the Marine Corps was facing iks fight.?ar life.
Smith: That's right.
@: This unification fight.

Smith: That's right.
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- @: 1 think Twining had this special study group down there. f7é5

Mﬁm Marine Corps Board.
Smiths Yas, that happened after I took ovar aéﬁéﬁsiétant é%mmaﬂdant.
Gt VYou were invelved with this.

Smith: I went aver mitb-ﬁeﬁ. Cates to one ¢angré5§ional hearing.
Twining and his crowd wrote the letter, and I objected to the content
‘of the letter because it impugned the mﬁtives of th@tﬁgint‘ehiefQ of
4§ta?Pa It just said thay were trying to do améy with us. 1 pointed
- out to Twining that if you mentianZﬁéﬁht @niefs af\gfaff these people
" will say, "Who do you mean?" And then you just say Collins or some-
thihgllike that and you get involved -~ you should asveid impugning

metives.

Gt Well, the thing is that the whole unification Fight was dirty.
Smith: It was.

@  And bahiné the scenes, and the Marine Corps has always had a
chip on its shoulder and so we felt that people were tryihg tg «-
people known and unknown, and certainly Louis Jobnson . . .

Smith: Oh, Louis Jehnson, yes.

@t . . . wers trying to do eaway with us. So the Marine-Corps had

L | Htehivs | Ny |
to fight fire with fFire. Hmmpbans I)think)maa involved, and of

course the group aFYSam Shaw and so on.
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But someonhe has told me that you weren't happy with this, that
you didn't particularly like this. He used the term “wheels within

the wheels.”

Smith: I didn't like the letter they uwrote. As a matter aof fact,
Gen. Cates changed the letter. These bitter things were taken out
of the letter. You could fight for your life without impugning the
Vméﬁive@ of these psople. We do know that Gen. CLisenhower wrote this
meﬁarandﬁm recommenéing that we be in regimental strength and man
the landing boats. That's what you were up against. What he'd
dona <« been over in Europe and seen the Royal fMarines and that's
whet they were deing. They had nothing and they did man the landing
beats, st he thought that would be a good idea for the US flarines,
who happened to have sik divisions in the Pacific war.

e Jjust laid aur}casa on the line -- why there should be a
flarine Corps. 1 remember this fellow RiVBI&} somehow or other he
brought in Okinaua, ahé he was trying to be Friéﬂély and he wanted
me tb édmit that the Qrmy was ho good, or something to that effect.

But I wouldn't get involved in that.

Q: Do you think there was a place for what they were doing douwn
at Quantico -~ for all these preparations, and the studies, and

the background?

Smiths Oh yes, but you have to be very careful how you use that
in?armatiah. Some o?';?eae young officers %%g'write these sharp
letters, but theyegegltvhaye to take the responsibility of fellowing
thfaugh with them., The @bmménﬂant éf the fMarine Corps Bad to
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follow through. If he accepted wholeheartedly what these young
fellows wrote he'd have to follow through with it, and that would

have been a little difficult.
G: It was a Fight for life,

Smith: VYes, but how would Gen. Cates prove that Gen. Collins was

out to destroy the Marine Corps? How would he go about praoving it?
Q: 1 thmﬂght that therse had been encugh background meterial provided

Smith: Gen. Collins merely had a plan for an overall chief of staff
who would run the whole works. I don't remember anything he ever
put in writing about that. The only man who put in mrlting anything
on it was Gen. MacArthur who told Mr. Hoover that if fir. Hoever
would give him & brigade he'd take osver the functions of the Marine
Corps, and that's when ﬁ&ﬁgressman Maas went to bat for us and savead

eur lives. Congress saved our lives.

IQ: By this time the lines in Congress must have beeﬁ pretty well
drawn up, just before the Natiaonal Defense Act (I guessh) of '47
went into effect. There was a lot of backsteirs politicking. for
instance [ undérstand Clair Hoffman through Hittle's father's
associations with the Republican Party -~ they mere.able to welk:
up to Congressman Hoffman and tell him what was going on. That's
when the JCS, the 1476 Series -- the JCS papers, whatever it uwas

that they wsre working oen . . .
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Smiths Well, when I went over with Gen. Cates it was 1949,

Js This was much later. This was after.

@%é@j%’ |
Smiths Yes, and that magithe B-36 investigation that we went over.
Qur aviators had put on é very fine presentetion on what fMarine
Aviation could do, and Gen. Cates mere or less teld them what the
rest of us could do, but he didn't accuse anybody of deliberately
trying to destroy us. Thé furthest Gen/ Vandegrift went was to say
that the Marine Corps is a continual affrent to the Army. He said
that, and that madezgén mad, But it more or less is true -- like
an the helicmpte;} we develaped it and the Army has taken it over,
and they would object strerbusly if we said that the Marine Corps

developed the helicopter.

| /o 1 ARty ne %7&@55
Q@: Of Course Len. Vandegrift also ﬁé%é%%%%/7ﬂ&- 6/”42/

which I think probably is part of the same thing.

Smiths vé%,?afpgﬂggﬁam?hggeﬁgg'1949, and of course the upshot of it
- was that Adm, agggggié was relisvaed. 1 think the Navy was wedds
right in what it said in that investigation. Gen. Bradley didn't
help things by talking ebout the Navy officers who wers -- what did

he call them?
Smith: No, it was some demsaning term . . .

38 Fancy Dans.
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Smitht Fancy Dans, yes. He called the Navy Fancy Dans.

s Also, wasn't it at this time that Louis Johnson was trying to

demaan Gen. Cates -~ tocok away his limousine?

‘Bmithe I'émnft remember about the limousine, but they kept cutting
us down on strength until we wers down to nine battalions -- pgace
strength -~ and I don't know how many groups the eir had, but very
few. Finally fir. Vikson %ﬁg éwar and bors doyn sn Johnson. fr.
Vinson knew what Johnson was trying to do -- he wae trying to destroy
the Mlarine Corps, but destroy it by cutting down on appropriations.

| Johnson was a National Querd officer. Apparently he was sold
on the Armynrunning everything, and he was not sold on Naval Aviation
And if he wasn't sold on Naval Aviatiom he wasn't sold on Marine

Aviation. He was no friend of the Marine Corps. OFf course he got

)
his comsuppance whet Korea came along. He told the world that if
thae North Koreans attacked Monday a3t S o'clock 48 the next morning
we would counterattacks Well, you know what happened. He was

. ) - /“ p .
eventually relieved. Even Mr. Truman couldn't b%K2,4/ﬁ7z/5'

G: Uere ycuz@ssistaﬁt Q%mmandant at the time that the exchange of

letters came vut, when Truman called the Marine Corps a glorified

&@/[Q& 72;K&Zs
Smith: VYss. fr. Truman apologized to Gen. Cates.

- Qs His letter of apology was written by the Marine Corps,

wasn't it?
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Smith: It may have been, I don't know. But he did epologize.

He had a habit of shooting from the hip once in a while, like

, i / 28 4]

¢riticized his daughter's voics.
@: And called Paul Hume a no good SGB.

Smith: Yes. Bubt I don't know what he was thinking about. Gf aaurs§
| T Kores | i |

this fellouw, Een.‘Lame,,mhc came ng%,:mas a very close ft;en@ of

fir. Truman, and when he was in Kerea he wrote a letter every day

to fir. Truman in longhand, giving him the background om Korea.

Gen. Lowe was a very goed friend of the Marine Corps.

Q: 1 uwas geing to interview Gen. Lowe. Then he was sick last fall

end died. Have you ever seen any copies of the corresspondence?

Smith: Only the letters he wrote to me. Oh no, I never saw any-
thimg_he wrote to the President, no. Bubt he told me that he had ,
written to the President and recommended that never again after fét
Chosin Reservoir should tha(“érinas ever be put under command of

the Army. He told me that, because he knew what happened.

§s What was going on at headguarters during this time? What were

you faced with aszggaistant Commandant ?

Smith: 1 went up there on April 15th, and, of course, anéﬂssistant
Gnmmandant -s like anﬁéssistant\Eﬁwisiaﬁﬁgammander -« gets in the

absence of the ébmmaﬁﬁant, although in my case I was alse é%ief of
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-7 \étaFP, fly title mas,ﬁ%sistank'éammanﬁant and Ghie? @f@gtaff of the
Marine Corps. Nngjof caursﬁiyou have & #%pa lisutenant gereral in
each function. Y@u'uavget a four star general in ene function and
a three star in the other. 1 attended the functions that Gen. Cates
couldn't attend or didn't want to attend. 0Of Emurs%‘there was a

barrage of paperwork because I was Ghie? a?&gtaff.
e What were your relations with Gen. Cates -~ very close?

Smith: Fine. He was no personal buddy, but our relatieons were
fine. After all, he had no reason to bring me up there. 1 told
him afterwards, "I thought you'd bring Frank Hert up here." The
ghly tims I'd ever served with him was douwn at the flarine Corps
Scheols. All he knew about me was whet he learned douwn there.

If he didn't like me he wouldn't have brought me up thers.
"\
G: He had most of hie 4th Bivision croud there.

Smith: He had Al Pollock. I had Al Pollock as my Ghief of Etaff
at the Scheols, When Gen. Cates came down and took the overall
command 1 knew ! was going to lose Pellock and I didn't put up any
bettle. Pollock went over to be Ghief of $taff te Cetes and Col.

Good came over as my chief ef staff.
Q: 1Is that Frank Good ?

Smiths: VYes., Then when Gen. Cates went to Headquarters Marine Corps

he brought Pollock up there. Another favorite of his was fen.
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ﬁeramej he brmught‘him up to be his aviation deputy, and he brought
me 4p. OFf course some of the psople he inherited, like P.T. Hill.

@: Do youw think it possible that he ever thought that Jerome was
going to make é;mmandant?

288458 e thought so.
G: He thought se.

Smiths Yes, It's an interesting thing. Haew He was my deputy at
Norfolk up until s month or two befors I retired‘~aigeputy<gzmmander-
FNF Lant -~ and then Maggie NMdoee came and relie ed him the last
f GIEC Tt 4 e

month or two, and he went on ocut to command the win%,,«&ﬁﬁugll thooe
admirals down around Norfolk ceme to talk to me about whoV8%geing

to be the next é&mmandant; How abiout Jerry Jereme? And 1 said,
"You've got a lot of good generals, I'm not quessing.® 1 never

thought he would make it, but I think he felt it.
fi: Do you think there will ever be an aviation commandant ?

Smith: There could be. No reason why there shouldn't be. If

Geiger had lived he might have mads it,
§: Geiger =- the ground experience . . .

Smith: He might have made it if he'd lived. I don't know. I don't

see why there shouldn't be. And now we've got so mamy'aviatian
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‘genetralse, they send them around to de greunﬁ jobs. lWe'ue had a

commanding general at Pendleton who was an;auiatar.‘_
is Ueade?

Smiths Leek.

‘G: He is FAFLant nmm |

Smith: Yes. Gh, that's wemde?

Q: He wes supposed to go to FMFLant.

Smith: I am talkiﬁg about L.EJE.K.

Qs 1 know. UWeeds is going te retire and Leek is going to become

FﬁFLaﬁﬁa

$m&eh§"15tﬁéf 807

Gie ¥es,ﬂsir;

émith: Hé?an aviator®

éz VBF.caursa F:énk Tharin.is up at fzéaé?umﬂbvj

Smiths .-Vr'era‘s._, Frank Tharin is Ay GYiwtUV. .

Q; ficCutcheon too.
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»Smith: Yes, I dan‘t know any reason why there shduldn’ﬁgbgf (Pause)
Well, in September '48 I had to go out to talk to the Command &
General Staff School at fort Leavenworth on amphibious ﬁperatimﬁsi
it was the first tims aﬁarina aver talked at Leavenuwerth -~ they .
méra very high hat. And how I got in on it . ;%z had asked
Aﬁm. Sherman to come out and talk to them agfﬁffg;a&, ¢§Q he couldn't
come eut)anﬁ he recommended that I go cut. And these jokers at
Leavenuorth wanted me to talk on the duties of ¢ 4/05 (Enoe)
ang«N;vy)ana 1 said, "Look, I can talk to you about the Mlarine Corps,
but ysu've got to get some naval officer to telk about the Navy.®
mevhad a liaisen officer thera. Finally they broke douwn and
consented to let me talk on the Marine Corps. 1 went out there
three times! And gave the same talk three times, in three differsnt.
o bt oy
I went dam?iln February of '49. Gen. Buckner had been interred
in the 7th£@iv1sian s cemetery in Okinawa. He was disinterred and
brought down to frankfort, Kentucky, for reburial, and 1 was one of
the honorary pallbearers down thera., I flew doun witzéﬁen. Bradley
who took me down in his plane. Gen. Buckner m%g‘nggé very close to

Daniel Boone.

Gen. Cates finally let me go in 1949 on a jump to the West Coast
for indoctrination. I went to Pendleton, San Biego, San Francisco.
in 1949 Gen., Eisenhouwer, who was then E%esident of Celumbia, came
to Washington to survey how the new Defense Department wes operating.
He had to be briefed by everybody,and Gen. Cates detailed me to
brief him. I preparsd a one hour brigefing on the Marine Corps, and
Gen. Cates went over with me to be there in case Gen. Eisenhawer

asked any questiens. He asked & couple of guesticns, but he didn't
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guestion what we told him.

in_lgég Secretary of Defense Jehnson encouraged efforts to
reduce the Marine Corps in effectivensss. At that time the B-36
investigation was éaing en; and I accoempanied Gen. Cates to the
congressional hearingf where he made his statement, which had been
drawn up by Twining and Company.

On November l4th te 19th 1949, I went out to Sandia Base in
New Mexico for an indoctrination coursse Gn nucleéf weapons. They
brought generals out there and told them all abeut'nualaar weapons.
Those instructors were wonderful, my goodness! 'gia man explained
the Einstein theory, and after he got through I thought I could ge
out and tell the whole world what it was @ll about, end within two
or three days it was all gone! But they were good. The man on

chemistry ~= my goedness!
Q: Were these Army e??icers or civilians?

Smiths They might have been civilisns, I don't know. Either Army

officers ¢r civilians., Or Navy.

it You mentioneds nam; Shefmén ba?aref Had you known him well?
$mith: By reputation, that's all.

Qe Hs}was reputedly no friend af the larine Corps.

8mith: Net particulerly; no, although he did consent to the 1lst

ﬁ‘ﬁarina Eivisian going to Korea.
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1s His hand was ferced, though.

Smitht Yes. He pretty nearly crossed me up. I'll tell yogmthat
in a minute, In esrly 1950 I talked #8 Gen. Cates into giving me
&he'istd@ivisieﬁ, because it'd been agreed that I'd stay up there
two years, and Silverthorn was to relieve me, and Gen. Erskine was

due for relief from the latdaivisinn. He'd Saen out there.
i+ He was unhappy about that!

Smith: VYes, he was unhappy. S0 on April l4th Gen. Lates issued
ordars detaching me from headquarters on July 3lst 1958, and ordering
me to Pendleston to command the ist,ﬁgrlneqaiuisian and the-E%se.

That was before Koraa b:uka, About this ksan tif@ Adm. Sherman,

who was L N 0, wanted to send me to Southeast Asia to detsrmins uwhat
the French needed in the way af wsapﬁnﬁisquipmenéﬁamd what not to”
Pinish off their war #sm down there. The trouble was, I had gone

to the Ecols de Guerre and Adm. Sherman thought I had a background
“of Franch/ asg~ghrt=not and that I was the one to do this. Well, I
talked him 1nt@ 58Hdlﬂ Gan.\Er kine out there with an interpretar.A

ST erine huHion § ne ha
And that was done, and 1 went au}\g ﬁﬁafg]a%é ceéusa for complaintj
he had two years with the lstJ@iviﬁian. He would have liked to

have stayed, but . , .

Q: Well, as a matter of hindsight he would probably have liked to

have taken it to . . .

Smiths To Korea. OFf ceursg,he didn't know anything about Korsam

when . . s
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flell, on the 25th of June, efSsewsse, North Korea invaded
South Korea, and Gen. Shepherd did some good ground work ocut in
Tokyo in getting the ﬁgrines mixed up in Kerea. First, we got
the~grigade out, mhich was around 6,800 men includikg air and
ground, and they sailed from San Diego July l4th. nf'ceursg}tnat
took practically al??mhat was then called the lst /f%rine \Eﬂvisian.
It left onjy about 3,500 men at Pendleton uwho were all short timers -
,0f course the Brigade went out there

7 J
and did a &% # job under Eddie Craig. Eddie Craig took the

that's all that was left. And
Pellow 1 was going to have as Ghief of Btaff -- I was going to

have Snedeker as @hie? nf\gzaff,’aﬁd Eddie grabbed’him, and I took

Gregon Williams who was ordered in -~ I didn't know him but hs was

a senior colenel.

'Then)they had to modify my orders a bit. On July 19th I was
toc be detached and go out because Korea had occurred. At that time
the reserves hadn't been mwbilize?,and it looked to me ke if I
went out to command the lst§9iu1ainn 1'd just have to slowly build
it up with reoruit%)ar whatever they sent in there. There was
nothing there. 1 made a quick trip across the continent -- I drove
across ﬁgg seven days (I wanted to get the car across). While I
was en route Gen, Cates went to Mr. Truman and got wSYERBEEEY Lo

mebilize the reserves.

End of Side 1, Tape 2, Session II.
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Tape 2, Side 2, Session 1I.

Smith: I arrived at the Carlsbad Hotel in the late afternoen of
July 25th and I called up Warry Liversedge ~- he was in temporary
command at Pendleton., Gen. Erskine had come to Washington to be
briefed befere he went to Southeast Asia, and Harry told me, "y
gosh, I've just gotten a directive here to bring the lst Marine
\Bﬁuié?gg/gprggigggtgtrength and embark it by the 10th of August.®
1 said, "Harry, I'1ll come up right away and we'll legk at the
directive, but manifestly we can't do much about bringing the lst
Bivision to war strength unless somebody gives us some pecple.

We've only got 3,500 short-timers.®
Q3 Were you going to move in to the E%nch ﬁ%use?

Smith: No, not then. The following day anether directive cams,
which elaborated on the fdwwk=ei first directive. It said that
I was to assemble troops to bring thefgrigada in Kére%@ﬁ%?rstrangth,

(1t was peace strangth, you see)

and that’/l would graganize the
} \l' (/Jg

I -
T eegimsat divisiaﬁ}less a regimenﬁy FEAL LSS with farce
[y 4
iranpg}:aafﬂzu,ﬁ-su-qx‘ and that they would send in troops from

o 208 Divioton fron oeny L i ['the tes:
the 2ndydivis g? rogﬂaesééﬁgjstatlans, and,the reserves, to

accomplish this. Then Congress extanda@f‘the enlistments of all

men for cne yesar, S0 we had the materials te do what we hed to do.

Then on Aug
which was the i

te assemble, squip,and load out in 15 to 20 days 15,300 men of the
]

.
4th we received a directive on the 7th frg’arines,

regiment of the division. Our initial problem was

main body of the division, which consisted of the lstzﬁ@rine
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&Ehvision units, reiforcing unite -- by that they meadéz ;ieps -~ and
1135 men to bring the Brigade up to war strength. Then the 7th
Marines, which was to go out a wesk later, with 4600 men. It was
an RCT, one battalion of which was coming from the Mediterransan

via the Suez Canal., The equipment all came from Barstow -- there

is where the Marine Corps used a little prevision that was very
wonderful. After World War II they got ali ¥ﬁt§e broken down jeeps,
amtracs and everything from the war zene and taok them to Barstouw
and reconditioned them. Barstow has @& very dry climate, so they
could put them out in the fields without their deteriorating further.
And all our amtracs, tanks and everything else was there; it was

just a question of shipping them down to Pendleton.
is How did they come -~ by train?

Smith: Train. As regards the amtracks we had no time to test them
out in the weter, and the only rehearsal we ever had for the amtracs
was when they got to Kobe; they were gassed up, lifted out of the
ales hold, dropped into the watag and swam ashore -~ that was it.
There was no rehearsal for Inchon. The next time those amtracs were
run was when they were launched from LSTs in the water to make the

run to the bsach.
@: Did you have any breakdowns at all?
Smith: No. The coisngﬁmQ§7€h8€ battalion ceme to me at Kobe and

said, "I can't make it." I said, "Now look, we've got to leave

herse (I knew the date we had to leave), so you've got to be ready.
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I
U
if we are not ready by that day wzgéi stay behind, and we've got to
have your amtracse." He got aboard all right.

There was no training except test firing weapens, that's all.,

I ramember _going out tga?0?§%, Euller whe was ordered to me.
he reu/m Commande e/J Mam&/
ﬂ%,d go—4a-conhe: zhn. The firet time I ceme put to

see him he and a sergeant were 1‘Aauanset hut} pesied} that wes the
ist g‘arines}, )def‘/ 00/,

oo

4t He broke his nemk out there, didn't he?
/"a4447&%‘ﬁﬁhﬁﬁLAﬁwn;‘

Smithe Yes% I didn't do anything to help hxm, he spant a lot af

money on telagrams/and what not.

ngh@'éﬁféﬁﬁ%wvzi the barracks at Pearl Harbor.

- ~ e A AR A*“ﬂz%g%/ ehit . '
Smitht VYes. 1 was glad ta?ﬂ the lst /’farmea. {laughs)
The MaVy‘diﬁ'the best they could. Thay grabbed ships from all
up and down the éaast} merchant ships, anything they could find.
All the amphibious shipping was in the Far East. -%égtmasn‘t any
emphibious shipping on the West Coast. We took all this stuff down
to the dacks %gﬁﬁggn%ieggnd»laadeé it on the ships as they came in,'
Luadsd it commercially, and as a ship wae loaded it took off for

Kobe. Out there we had to unload all this stuff and load it into
%%EE%E&““%higping.

8: You must have-%éud TQs.

/
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" Smith: VYes, I had good people. On August 7th -~ the é;mmander in

- @%ief of Fa® East EZrces, which was MacArthur, requested that - the
- planning staff of the lst Mgr @iv be airlifted to Japan, which uwas
- @& good prevision. Of caursg,l didn't want to go until I knew that
~ I was going tovget this outfit in gﬁ%@é. After all, it was pretty
tight séueezing‘ Tha‘directive came the 25th of July and we were
supposed to start sailing by the 10th of August. 8o I sent out a

first echelon of my staff‘on August 1Sth} that included Bouwser, the
G-3y, and key men. Then on August 18th -~ three days later, when I

was assured that everything was going all right down at ths dooks --

I took off with the rest of the staff.
RH ho remained in eharga? tthom did you leave in the rear echslon?

Smith: UWe only had a small detachment there. UWe closed the CP at
Camp ﬁen&latan the day I left on August 18th, end the communication
guard was assumad-by the é%mmamﬂex~ﬁkval ﬁ%bces Far East until I got
out there. UWe left a small liaison detachment at Psndleten. It

wasn't under any high ranking officer.
3t Did you fly out from E1 Toro?

Smith: Ne, I flew from the field at Pendleton. They sent down the
piane to Pendleton and I flew out from there.

We teak9£9§¥§§§§§ out. Of course 1 left Litzenberg there.
Litzenberg with the 7th‘gé:ines was there for a week or so after we
left, and then Ee sailed, and when he sailed there was simply a

small liaison detachment, that's all.
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Then Harry Uversedge had to suweat with the reserves and svery-
thing else. Of course, we had to process the reserves because we
couldn’t take a chance on sending somebody inteo combat whe didn't
have”suf?i#iant training to warrant it, and we had certain criteria

which we followed, It took a little time to process the reserves.

"I think we had 18% ressrves in the first goround.

 and ne o

There were an auwful ;at'aﬁ these noncoms that had World War 11

_/“ é: e

ees%iag station people were uery'goagjex@spt they were rusty.

servic%)aﬂé they were good peoplej they just aeedeﬁ shaking douwn.
Then gradually the reserves were put into shape and my replace-
ments were mostly these reserves and some recruits. When I left the
divisien in April 1951, over 50% of the division was reserves, and I
thought it was @ better division when I left it than when I took it

over. They werked ocut very well.

Q¢ Did Twining have the barracks at this tima?

Smith: Ne, I think that was after I came home, that he was thers.
Qs Bﬁm after you came home.

Smith: VYes, he was there; and Bare was there for a while. No,
Twining wasn't there. Liversedge was still at Pendleton when I left
and I didn't worry much about what a mess I was leaving to him. I
had enough mese ahsad of me! They assumed the communicatien guard
till I got out there. 1 went out and reported to Gen. MacArthur on

the 22nd of August. Bowser had briefed me on what wes up. 1 didn't
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know anything about Inchen. It's funny that somebody didn't tell me,
but I had no idea we wers going to land en Inchen. Stan Fellers came
badk from out therej he'd besn in charge of training £ the ﬁrm%gfﬁb

amphibious operations -- and he said they were doing a lot of talking

out there about landingigﬁ a place called Incheon. And he said that
| ExYend 1y,

would be a mess if we had to land there -~ there were
mud fiat?)anﬁ tida§)a§d averythiné else. That's all I knew. And
the first I knew éefinitélgigheh Bowser briefed me when I reported

aboard the fit _fMeKinley on the 22nd of August; that we were going to

- land on the 15th of September.
: Uhat was your reaction?

Smiths Well . . . {laughs softly) I talked to Adm. Doyle, and his
reaction was the§ it was a terrible place to land, but he couldn't
say it couldn't be aana@"3§ wouldn't say it couldn't be done. I
wasn't very happy with it. But we went to work. I don't know if
there is any point in my elng into the Inchon operation because 1

can't ;mpreva on what &eﬁgéﬁ haed to say about it.

Rt 1Is there anything about your persenal reaction and personal
invelvement that perhaps might be . . .

Smiths Evan.my disillusionment with Gen. Almond == 'é%; has
covered that. 1'll admit that I very shortly lost confidence in

the higher command out there. I went around ana reperted to Gen.
flacArthur and he was very Frxendly, and it was very apparent that
Gen. Almond had briefed him befareiﬁ% got there, -recwuse I'd gutten
there sarly to report and had talked to Gen. Almond and he'd told me
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all this stuff about -~ after all this amphibious stuff is just 2
mechanical operation. I tréed to tell him a few of the facts of
lif?)and he was rather supercilious,and he &ailad.hgﬁ’éan"~h‘mhich
king of annoyed me. And when I went in to Gen. MacArthur he was
very'?rianéiy. 1 had met him on Cape Elnugasteg} he'd come there.
He told me how much he thought of the[@%rines and he said, "1 knou
that this aparatiﬁn will be sort of helter~skelter, but the lst
ﬁkrine(ﬁivisiaa is going teo win this mar.byilanding at_Inehon," ;
Z=told=mim I didn't have much to say. The only thing that worried
me was how to get out of there at the proper time. Finallx,he solved
that by standing up and putting out his hand, and that ended the
interview.

The other thing that caused me to lose confidence -~ well, a
couple of other things --: there had never been any question about
the release of the r's.gade to theiviswn ba-ﬁg% the landing at
Inchon. @ It hed gone down and done a very fine job down with Gen.

Walker. And I talked to Gen. Almond about 4t and he passed it off.

| , Will. . Jhems - .
He said, “"Gen. Walkery, #r.%  let (1w go at the proper time."®

I said, "There is a lot a%vmark to 59 done in mounting out, and

the Brigade has got to have some time to get ready to mount out."

HB still stalled, so finally I sat down and wrote a dispatch on

September lst 1950, and requested -- or maybe I sent it on the 29th

of August -« that the Firsat E’rigada be released to the lst ﬁarine
QEiviQiaabﬁ September 1lst 1950 in order to prepare and mount out

for the Inchon operatien. That kind of put him on the spot.

¢ Whom did you send that to?
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Smiths: I sent it to the Corps. Well, I sent it to GHQ, I guess.
I guess the Corps existed at that time. I forget just what date
the Corps was organized -- that's in the book. |

Gen. Walker down there said, "If I lose the lst E%igade I can't
guarantee the integrity of the Pusan gsrimeter.“ And they stalled.
Finallx,they wanted to substituts a regiment of the ?ﬁhé@&viSion for
the 5th %&rines, and I protested bitterly over that because this
regiment of the 7th Division was made up 40% of South Koreans who
couldn't talk English; they'd had only a minimum of amphibious
training; actuallyrlagistically they couldn't have made it bscause
they were up at Yokohame, es—some=plecey I didn't say that they uwere
no good, but -- I wsnt arcund wzzg Adm. Joy, and he sympethy;ad with
me. Of coursg,ﬁdm. Deyle was with me 100%.

Gt He wes a good ﬁkrine.

Smith: Yes, he was a good M&rine. Adm. Joy arranged a conference
with Gen. Almond an%adéﬁ staff to determine what to do about this
substitution of a regiment. Adm. Joy really read off Gen. Almondl
Adm. Doyle had his say. 1 didn't say anything. Finallyfnam. Jay

asked what I thought of it ,and I teld him frankly that if they did

make that substitution I méulﬂ call off the Blue Beach landin g?
land only with the lst ﬁétines on Red Beach. If I did tﬁggyﬂthat/was
geing beyend the point of a considered risk, and Almond said, “"Ue
will take the risk.” &mhR Then the argument went back and forth.
Adm. Struble was there, and he finally suggested something which

proved to be the solution. He said, "After all, why can't you
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embark this regiment of the 7bh;9ivisian and send it doun to lie
of f Pusan, and if Gen. Walker needs a reserve, they can land it,
" and reirzee releasse the let E&lgaﬂe.“ That was done. Then thsy
issued the orders for the release of the§rigade. The North Koreans
attacked again, and ths poor Erigade had to fight No-Name Ridge
before they could be released. I sent down a liaison officer to
talk to NMurray about the landing and what he was to do, and they
discussed that under fire. I think I finally got them dstached on
the 5th of September, and we had te land on the 15th of September,
and there was the travel time to get there.

Well, that kind of shook my canfiéence ~« that anybody would
think that you could take an untrained regiment like that, and at

the last minute substitute it for a veteran regiment.

s According to ¥

you weren't even inveolved in.

A Aa%ﬂ/
Smith: No, there was *"f/ﬁfgﬁg?ng; what it was I don't know.
Adm. Doyls and I did everything that was necessary to make the
landing at Inchon. 1 don't know what £hasa.jekérs did! That's
what Walt Sheldon tried to bring out in his book -« all this high
&éﬁtﬁ%!planning that was going en. What it was all about I don't
know. It must have besn sgmething long after we landed -~ how they
would maneusver the diviesions and the 8th Army. And of courss, the
next thing that shook my confidence was this ordering us to counter-
ettack on two or three hours' notice in Seoul to make a night attack
and move forward to the limit of our objsctives. e got the order

%E
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at 8 o'cleck at night, and when you make a night attack you normally

make a reconnaissance, and we had no chance for a reconnaissance.
it Any Basic Schooal student knows that.

Smith: VYes. S0 Eewser of course, the first thing he did was to call
up his gﬁ%ﬁiggée number and protest. Col. Child$said, "After all,
Gen. Almond ordersd it." Then I called up the é%iaf‘oPagia?g'whﬂ

was Maj. Gen. . . er . . . I forget, but anyway he was a major
general, and he said, "After all, Gen. Almond dictated that erder,
and he wants it carried out.” So we did the bgst we could. I called
up flurray and Puller and told them what we were up against, and to
move forward but keep to the mein streets anﬁ not to try anything
precipiﬁate. ff=poaroe Puller asked fnéfisaminute artillery
9repatatien} he got it, but he masn'tf~ati9fied with it, and he

asked for 15 minutes more, and while/Y was coming down the North
Koreans attacked with a battalion, and they faught the rest of the

“fiaaﬂﬁid

nighgjand géatr@yed several tanks, endaginall}~=§4gst started again
the next morning. UWhat Gen. Almend tried to get me to agree to was
that we would capture Ssoul by the 25th of September. And he
explained frankly -~ that was exactly three months after the date
that the North Koreens had invaded South Korea. They wanted to be
able to get out a communiqué saying that on September 25th, three
months later, they'd been thrown out. And I told him I couldn't
guarantse anything, that was up te the enemy. Ue'd do the best we

could and go asﬁ%ast as we ccdid. And that's why he sent this

hie-7th avisi@n across. And Sheldon gives the

impressian that that was decisive.
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fis Uas that the Uolfhounds?

Smith: No, the Wolfhounds 48 a good regiment. It was in another

division.
§: Michaslis' division -~ er, regiment.

Smiths Yes., That was a good regiment. No, this was the 32nd or
3lst, I forget which. And they got South Mountein all right, but
they didn't do anything about it. And we continued on up through
the city, rogdblock after roadblock. And as I pointed out to
Sheldon, iqﬁtgree days it took to clean out the city, from the 25th
to the 28th, the lst MarineBivision suffered 711 battle casualties,
and the total battle casualties of the 7th;15fantry\2&uisian for the

/J
weren't precipitously rsetreating f;{m the city. That didn't help

entire operation had only been 552. Sa manifastlg the North Koreans

The
4 confidence, and theﬁjaf °°“r?§A hosin Rsservoir didn't help our

confidence any. I finslly told Gen. Ridguway later on in the game,
"AfPter all, there has besn a lass of confidence in this Bivision

hé
and it goes down to Pfc's."™ And he said, "WUell, that's a question

A
of lgadership.” I said, "teek, General, .thpse boys regd Newsweek
aﬁcrpmaaémé %55 gel E‘ﬁe;rf /ﬁ‘or@mam. !
' u

anthhesa.hh&ngsj that's where . ie._appeering.” He
didn't put me back in the é%;%hékrps again.,

Q: Almond.

' C}h—/asﬂoﬂC/

-5_2

Smith: Yes, Almond and the %9%h<£%rpa. ‘Hamr##%had what he csllad
aﬁghecialf$cticn éémpan!} He~rect 2 company that was organized for
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he

cammandﬂburﬁasess, and ey wanted 100 carefully salestadt%gxinas

to add to this company. Well, I wanted ne part of that, becsuse I
needed all the /gérimas I had. I had just gotten the order from the
Secretary of the Navy to send 500 17-year-vlds ashore at Kebe. There
werée 500 people deducted right there, and I stalled, and Gregon
Williams stelled on this thing, because it was = wild Ei* i« They
were going to embark in a British frigate and go araungqlnchan and
transfar to a smaller boat, vﬂé—tﬂ go iﬁfaad row ashore in rubber
boats and cw% the Kimpofirfield. Well, I told these people

e compdamy/ - |
in the erj//\Thﬁse_panpie had a radie tha§$?auiﬁ only reach four
miles, so they couldn't reach me by radlgj end I'd have this mutf&t»
in thers and I wouldn't know where I could put down naval gunfire.
Bnyway, according to the intelligence reports there were moere people
at the Kimpo #irfield than these pesple could handls, and if they'd
'Just leave us alone we'd go in and capture the Kimgﬂ,41r?leld for
them, and in a very short period of time. Finally)aena Shepherd
came in and helped me out an that. e had stallsd, and finally they
were going to issue an order to send 100 men, and %4told Tan.
Shepherd, "After all, some of these men that uwe womlgfgend are
already aboard ship, loaded out."(f were then loading cut for
Inchan).% And I told him what I thought of the operation, so he
put in his vord and it was cancelled. But,apparently, Col. Ely
didn't get the word, and he went around with his guwn Army cmmpany,.
and they got intp rubber baats/aﬁé it never occurred to these jokers
to figure out when the tide was going out, and they tried to row
ashere against the tidé. It was just foolishness. And they had

to coms back.
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G: Did you feel at any time that the Inchon landing was net going

to succeed?

Smith: Mo, there was hever any point where I lost confidence. 1

guess I am just overly optimistic, I don't know.

fit So despite all of these things you felt . . .

$mith: Oh yes, we had gbod people, and I don't think it occurred
te the Bth and lst gkrinasvthah they wouldn't make it. And Adm.
‘Doyle, he was a good « . .-

G: In the lst and Gth ﬁkrines-tha men were not zware of all this....

Smith: ?hey wergdhzare of the things I was aware of, that's—edix
All they knew waﬁa they'd get in these boats and go ashore and . . .

Qs Of course optimism is a supreme ﬂ&wiﬂa trait.
Bmiths You've got to have it.
G: You had tokhave it under those circumstances.

Smith: UWe neaded it at Chosin Reserveir more than we needed it

at Inchon,

Qs Did Gen. SHepherd shouw his preoccupetiom about this whold

situation?
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e Yk

Smiths About the . . .
8: The Army, your reaction . . .

szth- 1 told him about it, and he knew that . . . And I teldxGen.
Catas about it too. The only remark he ever made to me Qas, "You
can catch more flies with sugar than with vinegar." He was trying

to tell me not to be se bitter. According tn Heinl, he gpnifirmed

¢ o bre
a great marsy many of the things I said in my nateg{ﬁh&m&
Gen. Shepherd, I find, kept a journal. He helped ms out en this

, . et
special operation. As far as the landing 4s concerned, #uw Bouwser

and Company worked up a plan in conjunction with Adm. Doyle's staff.
Adm. Struble came aboard, and Gen., Shepherd came aboard, and we gave
them a presentation on how we intended te make ths landing, and they
approved of it. Tﬁe‘onzy suggestion Gen. Shephéerd made was that he
thought the first night the lst and Sth Marines ought to make
tontact, but that was just physically impossible because we didn't
land until 5.30 in the afternoon, and it got dark around 7.30, and

- for the 1lst and 5th /ffarines to make all that distance -- We did
make contact the next day.

. @31’7% [ékﬂkudﬁé
) W? ~epdor the Army?

Smith: They didn't think too much of the Army staff, but there
agéia yeu'had people who knew staff procedure but hadn't had
exﬁerieﬂca. Bowser had had plenty of experience. Puller £
had had plenty of experience. My Ghief of &taff had had plenty

of experiénee. They all'were-exgariencfi_aﬁd we talked the same
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language as Qﬁgi Doyle's crowd. He had a very good crowd there.
of ceg;rsajﬂdm. Doyle had done a lot of studying -~ his staff had
done a lot of studying on this Inchon situation, and 1 never could
figure just how they plannsd to make the landing, because you could
noet bring these big transports end LSTs in at night because of the
ﬁML& channels. They had to make an approsch in daylight, and
if they had to make an epproach in daylight, you couldn't land on
the morning tidq} you could only land on the evening tidg} and it
wes manifest that you had to get Wolmi-do island before you landed
in Inchon. And how they were going to do that I don't know. I
don't know how they were going to gst Wolmi-do. Ue did a lot of
talking, and the Navy staff agreed with Bowser and Company that
they could get together a task force of ships that could do
navigation at night, like the APDs (they had radar navigation),
the LSDogs had radar navigation, and that we would embark the 3rd
B%ttalien of the Sth in that task force end bring it around at
night, up through the MUd chennels and land £ the first thing
in the morning on Wolmi-do. They would capture Wolmi-do, and then
the artillery would come in to Wolmi-de on the svening tide, and
setip and sight in and be prepared to support the landing of the
Sth marines B# the evening tide. And that was done. It didn't take
but 45 minutes to overrun tolmi-do. I;gigz;éﬁzégga or less o

stripped down battalion there, but they were pretty well battered.

@: Why couldn't they heve landed paratroops on Wolmi-do, for instanc

Had that besen considered?

Smith: No, it was never considered because it was just a spit.

I don't know that anything could hit the darn island. There wersn't
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any peratrooss there, W”}“‘)’y
Qr %ee Did the Army staeff reflect Almond's thinking?

Smith: Oh yes, and Gen. MacArthur's thinking.

@t  There was no indication that any of the Army pecple sympathized

with mé;Marine, praéicammt?
@mith: In landing at Inchon?
8: Ves, sir.

' 'Smith:‘ 1 den?t_kndm.  I think this fellow Uright was praetty

reasonable.

a: ‘émufﬁneﬁ wiiéhﬁ?

'Séitha Gh, na;_it's Gﬁﬁr#neﬁ &hitney you afé thinéiﬁg ef.
@; Cau;tneyIWhitneyf

Smith: He didn't do much., But mzigbg'who was a brigadier genera

was the G-3 of GHO. Our reélations with most of the Army ware

Y
?riéndly.. In fact my relations with Alwmond were friendly. I
always tried to carry out his orders and hoped that reason would

‘prevail.
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G:  Who was thefr intelligence officer? A German name.

ot I | |
Smiths Dh; ha wagﬂcﬁa. That was wiileughby. ' He was intelligence
. efficer of GNQ and he's the man that insisted that only volunteers
had been sent to Koraa by the Chinese, and it was vary difficult to

disabuse him of that idea.

G: Me> ’ ’ 'igtar on, even up‘té'the time that

you encountered the Chinese at the Ressrvoir he wasn't wedwy willing

to acc@pgﬁgg: Chinese WEVZ U~ QC%( 7(%7“7;

Smiths I think at the Reserveir he accepted them. But when uws
met the 124th CCF\Bivisiong near Chinhung-ni and polished off that
division and captured 50 prisaners, he still thought they were
vuluntgérs.' But we kéaw differently because we'd interrogated
these prisoners and they were in an organized unit, organized

regiments, and they were not voluntesrs. They'd been ordered there.
Qs That's part of the é3rd}%rmy, 1 guess.

Smith:s It was the 3rd Field Army, I think. There were three of
tﬁesa'ccr divisions that caeme douwn early in Northeest Koreaj the
124th, 125th and 126th.Pivisions. And their orders were to go as
far south as they could to cover the later arrivel of ths main bady.
There were 80,000 following up bshind these three divisionson eur
side, and on the 8th army side, the same deal. And we polished off
the 124th, and we captured a prisoner or two from the lZSthn byt



0 P Smith -~ 211

After we polished off on the 124th, what was left moved back
to the north. Then we didn't begin to capture prisoners from neuw
divisions until just about three days before the roof fell in.
About the 24th of November we began to capture prisoners from neuw
divisions, and we knew that there was a lot of stuff coming in thers.

But it was too late to do much about it then.

B: There was a lot of political hanky panky and nonsense on the
capture of Seoul and subsequent pronouncement of handing it over

to Syngman Rhee by facArthur.

Smiths Uell, of course as far as Gen. Almond's communiqués were

concerned, Seoul was capture)on the 25th of September, and they
never admitted that the fighting went on after that. It was Gen.

macArthur‘v idea to turn over the city to Syngman Rhee. The only
oy [

pqpscription he had was that he wanted to drive intoc Secoul eaggha

bridge. wQ)of coursg’had crossed the Han River -- we'd crossed

with amtracs and rafts and everything elee)and had gotten the whole

division across the Han River, but there was no bridge. The

bridging material we took out was enough to make these rafts.

So the Corps -~ it was their jo% to get the brid across They
l/da? ond Yrom &L(-ve~Fhe z‘zy-EZuf

did some sweating. They we lyln oua:—the~countryside. e

Zroke up a couple of our rafts and ssnt those pontoons down to

then out. I think at midnight the day baforeéﬁm?je?acArthur

thid
was to come in for the liberation ceremony they pinched—e bridge

J
and he was able to drive across in a jeep. He would not ride in

a helicoptser.

83 He didn't like it.
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Smith: No. And there was no field in 5? d} on which he ceuld land
¢

in his Bat¥aan, or whatever the plane ma% He landed at Kimpo, and
then took the jeep.

g 1 underéxand you and Gen. Puller (or Cel. Puller) were the only

é%a&ﬂw@flhere in dungareas.

Bﬁithr ‘Well, we went in our combat gear. The order was that two
officers from the divisioen and one officer from each regiment could

attend. I went with Eddie Cralg, who was mylﬁssistant Eﬂviaian
@%mmaﬁdar, and I think I took my aide along. &nd éﬁgiafﬂullar came
aleong, Litzenbsrg was busy going up towards Uijonbu, and he couldn't

come. 1 don't think furray was there. murray was establishing a

were
hlGCRlng position up the 1lﬁ8’ 80 that's sll there was. There a6

eo
all %hé% high lau&lﬂ,,

+#f from Tekyo there. There were plenty of
officers there, 1've got pictures of them. But that's correct «=-
there were very Few;%érines. As far as the trocops wers cencsrnedi
ve were directed to keep them out of sight. They wers not to be

visible.

Qe lhy?

Smith: They put South Korean troops, Southk Kareaa:ﬂ%rinea and South
- Kerean infantry alemg the route of approach, and the f:{(arine battal~
ions weré really looking cut fa&‘securityi they were inland from

the approach for soms distance, out of sight. None visibile.

Qs HWas any comment ever made about that?



0 P Smith -~ 213

Smith: Well, ths é@?ines were a little caustic about it. But thet
mas_pelitics, i guess. I tried to play a little bit of politics.

I thought it would be 8 good idea if Korean 'érinas could be among
the first troops entering the city of Seocul. They were good people.
e put one battalion in, and it took terrible masualtieg} it was
pretty badly beaten ug/and we had to relieve it mithquQchnﬁ
Eattalinn of the 5th. But they did come in and guard the route

of approach., (Pause) 1 could have gone through thi%%iging, but
there is so much information on it on file at haaﬁquarter?;tha*&

and my notes, which are very, very complete, and Heinl's bookg.

@s One of the aspscts of the program is to get your voice en tape

talking about this.
Smith: Well, I've done a lot of talking! (laughs)
s Uould you like to take a break now? 5Shall we go to supper?

8mith: It's 20 minutes to 6, 1 guess we should.

(interruption)

Smiths With the capture of Uijonbu and the establishment of a
blecking position aﬁ the rmad#‘ta Pybngyang, the Inchon operation
was completed. The lst‘G%valryQEﬁviaian passed through the 5th
M&rinaﬁfwhich had this blocking positicon on the Pyongyang rosd,
almost up to ﬂanmunjey up that way. It passed through the 5th,
and the 2nd Corps came up the Uijonbu road and relieved the

7th Marines. That cccurred on QOctober 4th.
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oy

- There was a lot of planning going on. The 4%%% @zrps did not
want ﬁa becema é part of the 8th/§rm%; they wanked to continue their
indepandence, end they apparently talked e Gen. il rthur inte .
sending them around to the East Coast. The 5€¥gé&13t1c plan zﬁswf\
w=s that we mounted out from Inchon while the Bthzérmy was ceming
up and trying to use the portg &% themselves -- logistically it was
pretty rough. ' '

" the 7th\Bivision -- they didn't have the shipping to mount it
out, 5o it marched and moved by truck from Inchon down to Pusan,
going counter te all ef theraﬁh;4&my coming north, and they mounted
cut in ships at Pusan and went on up to Northesst Korea. And with
ug,zhe idea was to meke a landing gt wansaﬁfggjassault, and thean
¢ut across the island, 60 miles across, over the central mountain

'%p, and meet the ath;drmy before Pyongyang and assist them~¥g

eiﬁyengyang. That was reslly unrealistic because the central
mountain chain was swarming with these North Koreans who were making
their way north te tecrganize)hnd they had their welifone with them.
Anyway, the Eth}@rmy had no treubla gattzng to Byangyang,?Z;;y went
up there uery raplﬁlxy they didn't need our help. And ws didn't
have to 1andwag3&assault ‘at Wonsan because the South Korean troops
wers coming up the coast, aﬁd,my gooedness, they gét'ta Wonsan before
we could ladgj we were blogked by %heae:mine§; the plgee was
absolutely blocked with mines. And Adm. Doyle refused to send
troope ashore until the mine Fielﬁs werg cleared. FThess—agein Gon.
Almond wanted to land us through the mine fields. He never would
accept October 26th as e D Day for the landing. October 20th was
the data he'd Fixed, and he always called this Octeober 26th date as
"Dayleedag;," becauss Adm. Doyle refused to -- and 1 went along
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with égg: boyle. iﬁ ‘s very probable that thsee small boatls going
in wouldn't hove triggered the minas, but LSTs you couldn't have
sent iq}{and_the mines were tricky, they were these magnetic mines,

- part of them. Part of them were just mines that you could blow up,
but a mggnatis'mina if yaupgﬁggdwver'it, i thing}.three times, it
went up. And we lost a couple of mins sweepers, But we finally

did get ashore on October 26th, and by that time there was no peint
cutting across the island, so they had to figure semething else for
us to do, so they gave us these iremendous zones of actien to elsér
of Narth Kereans. The Noerth Koresns weren't along the coast -- they

had gone up the central mountains ehainix\
Q: What was the matter with Almond? Was he mad?

Smiths I don't know. He was a very energetic man. He was egotist-
ical. He was a NMacArthur man, and anything fMacArthur said, nothing
could change it. WMacArthur was God. |
mhen we got to Woensan sverything was going %e&=s so well that it
was almost an end-of-the-war atmosphere, and I got a directivs from
Adm. Joy aﬁating that when the war was over we would leave one
regiment, I think, in Japasn, and the rest could go on home. The
Army got a directive from higher he¢adquarters stating that Cen.
Almond would be the cccupation force commander, and they'd leave
onse division in Kerea a%igcsupatiﬁn force. That didn't last long,
fhat end~of-the-yar atm&éphera.- e were directed to send a bat-~
talion down to Kojp, which was about 25 miles scuth of mmnsanﬁ,

where there was supposed to be a dump of suppliss, and they wanted
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Litzsnberyg went on up the road and met these pesaple just beloy
Sden zhinhungahi)and they had gquite a Fight,' lL.itzenbarg had 43¢
killed and a couple of hundred wounded, but they ab