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Subj: RLT-7 After-Antlon Repors 1~65 (Opcratmﬁ ;bm,ﬁﬁmm )
R B,

wef:  (a) 3dMarDiv OpOrd 321h-65 - ",

Encl: " (1) Concept of Operations Cverlay
(2 D-day Operaticns Ashore Overlay
“(3 24 Bn, 4th Marines After Action Report 2-65 [
N:p ) 3d Bn, 3rd Marines Aftexr Action Re,port #33 —— M;;,d,,»wf .

BLT 3/7 After Action Report (Operatlon "S‘I‘ARLITE") — M155iNG
D+2 Disposition of Units Overlay
1st Bn, Tth Marines After Action Report #l, Operatlon "sz\RLI"‘E"
)} D+3 Disposition of Units Overlay .

(10) D+4 Disposition of Units Overlay

--(11) D45 Disposition of Units Overley
élz) Route of Maxch of BLT 1/7 Overlsy
13) Problems, Coments and Recommendations

' : D+l Operations Ashore Overlay -
NIF 3(3;7 i; l\

i :In accordance w:l.th reference (a), this report is submitted, . |
Wnit: RLT-T . . LASSIFIED ov
Strength: 4513 |
Time: l'?lOOOH - 242100H August 1965

 Place: Van Tuong V:Lllage Complex; Binh Son District » Quang Ngai Provincé o

SOuth of the Chy I.t'i cnclo.ve.

. Casualt:.es-' Friendly: KIA-46 wm-204 DOW-5 -
Enemy: ~ KIA-688  WIA-263 (est)
(includes 115 est)

2. As the gnclave defense forces at Chu Lai had not been of adequate strength
to ‘consider attacking a Viet Cong (VC) regimental sized unit outside but near-
by the enclave, this was made possible upon the arrival of RLT-7, consisting

of Headquarters, BLT 1/7 and with BLT 3/7 afloat neerby as the SLF.

3 Intelllgemce preceeding Operation " DTARLITE" indicated that a large Viet
Cong force in the Van Tuong Village complex was preparing to attack the Chu
Lai enclave.’ From prior intelligence, this force was believed to include the
First VC Regiment (ma.:.n force) and a company from the 52d Battalion (local -
) force) The 1st Ve Regiment is composed of the 60th, 80th" and 90th Battallons,
however the. 80th Battallon had not 'been confirmed as being in

unidonti,ﬁ‘md heavy weapons oompa.w.
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“he capabilities of. this force, perticularly when augmented by the heavy
weapons company, were such a great and impending threat <o the Chun. Lai enclave
that the Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force (MAF), directed that a
. ocombined amphibious and helicopterborne attack be executed immediately in the .
Van Tuong Village complex 10 conduct a search and destroy operation against the $
Viet Cong. RLT-7, consisting of BLT's 3/3, 2/4, with 3/7 available as a reserve '
_ afloat, and RLT-7 Headquarters, was activated and assigned the mission. On the
| evening of 16 August 1965 the participating units were alerted to Operation -
- "STARLITE". BLT 3/7, afloat as the Special Landing Force (SLF), was alerted by
. message to rendezvous in the Amphibious Objective Area (AOA) and assume the -
mission as RLT Reserve. Since HLT-7 Headquarters had landed administratively in
Viet Nan only two days before, the facilities of the 4th Marines Headquarters
were utilized for plamning. The batialion and regimental staffs assembled with
supporting arms representatives snd on the morning of the 17th, the opera.tlon,
adm_nistrative and embarkation orders were oompleted and distributed,

: The operation commenced on D-l -at 17100011 vhen M/3/3 departed the Chu lLai

' area by LVI for subsequent owerland foot merch to occupy a blocking position in
the northern sector of the Amphibious Objective Area prior to H-hour and D-day at |
(BS 663971)e At 1T1400H, RLT-7 Headquarters. and BLT 3/3 commenced embarking i
aboa.rd the following ships. . .

. USS BAYFIELD (APA-}}) ~ BIA-7 Headquarters
USS CABILDO (LSD-16) - BIT 3/3 |
 USS VERNON COUNTY (LST-II69) - BLT 3/5 \ | o

. At 180600H, HMM-261, 361 and BLT 2/4. less Company F, which remained in
position on the Chu Lai perimeter, were 'staged at the Chu Lai Airstrip. Prior
to H-hour, two of the following fire support ships (FS3) arrived in the AQA and
took station. - o ‘ _

USS GALVESTON (em-s)
. USS ORLECK (DD-866) '
The USS PRICEARD (m)-531) exrived on the 19th of August, on D+l

‘On the morning of D-day, at Hehiour (180630H), attack aircraft from the lst
Mcrine Aircraft Wing (FMAW)-commenced preparstion of landing zones RED, WHITE and
LLUB while Companies.I and K of ‘BLT 3/3 landed abreast at CREEN Beach. See
enclosure (1) for the Concept of Operations.Overlay, :

BLT 2/4 commecnced 1an¢ling as follows:

1st Wave: 1z BLUE at L-hour (n+15)
2nd Wave: LZ WHITE at 1+25 .
3rd Wave: LZ RED at I+50

4th Wave:  LZ WHITE at I+60

The original plan was to land as follows:
Company E in L% WHITE at L-hour

| ~ Company H in LZ BLUE st L-hour =
| ~ Company G in LZ BED at 1425

| | The original plan was besed on a helicopter availability of 40 UH-34's but
K "‘alterations as shown above were . neoessary due to only 26 helicopters being =
Lr" ava.ila.ble.
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v 1% 1o50750H. By 1200 the CP was esvabiisu:w £i{BS 706925), and before tic

I E
'

| &.1 f tae day, housed not oniy the command post but. the®logistic support and ree
. eipply complex for the operation. See enclosure (2),D-day Operations Ashore
Overiay and enclosure (3), 24 Battalion, 4th Marines After-Action Leport 2-65.
Additionally I/3/3 gin the adjacent Zone of Actign on the right) encountered heavy

fire from An Cuong (2) and requested and received permission to cross over into

~the BIT 2/4 Zone of Action to secure the village. (See 3d Battalion, 3rd Marines

after Action Report #33). In the trace of these two incidents involving heavy
casualties, five LVP's carrying supplies from the RIT-7 CP complex to BL? 3/3

.were ambushed at 181255H in the vicinity of (BS.'6.98'932)'.‘

‘The five LVI's were accompanied by two flame tanks requested by the CO of

. BLT 3/3 for use by 1/3/3. Ome of the flame tanks returned to the Regimental CP

complex which was only a few hupdred meters away, and repoxrted the aabush,

. 4 relief force, cunsisting of elemm;aof BLT 3/3 rear CP, five LVI''s, five
Qutos and one gun tank set out to relieve the halted column but encountered heavy

fire prior to attaining their objective, One LVP was disabled and the gun tank

did not fire because of friendly troops in the target area. This relief force,

~under the Executive Officer of BLT 3/3, was located in the RLT-7 CP complex. The

X0 of BLT 3/% was directed to take I/3/3 to relieve the LVP column, This new
relief force started at 181305, but became engeged in & heavy fire fight at
(BS 703927) at 181400, The enemy heavy weapons (3.5, 57mmRR, and 8lmm Mortars)

firing across the open ground prevented I/3/3 from loocating the relieving the

column, but it aid 1ocatethe 2a Flatoon of B/2/4 nearby.

These attacks resulted in the RLT Cowmander temporarily halting the attack

and requesting the landing of BLF 3/7. . .=~

A% 181600K, L/3/7 landed 8t (BS 708927) and was assigned to the operational
control of BIT 3/3. Reinforced with two gun tanks, 1/3/7 was assigned the mission
to juncture with I/3/3 at, (BS 700930), Before effecting juncture with 1I/3/3, :

'1/3/7 became engaged in & heavy fire fight at 181845H in an attempt to cross the -

open ground, . This situation prevented L/3/7 from reaching I/3/3. In this action’
1I/3/7 veceived 4 KIA and 14 WIA.,  Although jumcture was not effected with If3/3,
1/3/7 located the LVT's and flame tank but could not advance to them. However,

L/3/7 relieved sufficient pressure from I/3/3 %o enable it to break contact. Since . .

1t was well after dark, If/3/7 vas directed to move to the 3/3 CP and arrived at
190130H. 1/3/3, and the:2d Flatoon of H/2/4 returned to the RLT-7 CP.complex, -

arriving at 190500H, andntter reeting wvere assigned the mission to provide

security for the Regimental CP ocmplex and GREEN Beachyrespectively, I/3/7, which
had been helilifted to the RUP-T CP complex at dusk on the 18th to provide seourity
was thus relieved of their sécurity mission. At 190025H, M/3/7 landed at GREE: -

Beaoho
'On the morning of 19 August, BLT 3/3 resumed the attack to the northeast

at 0700, and BIT 2/, less E/2/4, attacked af 0800, At 0900, BLT 3/7 (-) compos:d

of Companies I and M, attacked to the nortlillst near the center of RLT-7 Zone of
Action and wmcovered and secured the ares of the LVE/flame tank columm, A1l
personnel present were brought out and previocusly made plans were executed to -
fvacuate the LVP's and tanks, "During the afternoon both BLT's 2/4 and 3/3 reached
ihe coest, During this time escape by the VC to seaward had been blocked by the

fire support shigs, See -enclosure (5); D+l Operations ishore Overlay and enclosurs

(6), BUI' 3/7 afber-dotion Raport (Opemetion "STARLITE').




On 20 August, BLT 2/4 was helilifted out of the operation and back in:o
its normal operation in the Chu Iai enclave, The return trip of the helicociar:
from the Chu Lai enclave was utilized to lift BLT 1/7 into the BIT 3/3 ares a%
(BS 717942). BLT 1/7 relieved BLT 3/3, and BLT 3/3 was retracted by surfa::
craft from GREEN Beach., (Upon retraction’@f BLT 3/3, L/3/7 was returned to LI7
- 3/7 control), Companies A,B,D, the Battalion Command Group and 50% of Company .
C " were helilifted into the erea at (BS 717942), The remainder of Company C w=z.

- helilifted to the Regimental CP complex. The balance of the company moved over:

land to close onto the CP at 202100H, C/1/7 was to provide security not only
for the logistios installations, helicopter landing zone and command post con-
tained in the RIT-7 complex, but also security for GREEN Beach. Prior to com-
‘pletion of the helilifts, TAORs Were assigned and both BLT 1/7 and 3/7 were
assigned the mission to ¢ondiot search and oclear operations within their TAQORs
to confirm the VWC KIA count, G0ilect any material of intelligence value and to
-eliminate WC resistance that might yedain-in the ares. See enclosure (7), D+2
Disposition of Units and enclosure {8), 1st Bn, 7th Mar After Action Rpt #1,
Operation STARLITE, ' :

On 21 August (D+3), BLP's 1/7 and 3/7, in exeoution of their mission, con-
ducted battalion size search and clear missions., During the course of thesc
operations, engineers were employed to destroy many of the caves, tumnels and
fighting positions in the ares. BIZ 3/7 conducted its operations in the har’ t
complex of An Thoi (1) and Nam Yen (3). Companies moved out on foot except for
L/3/7 vhich was helilifted. M/3/7 received sporadic small arms fire, which at -
~ the moment, was BLT 3/7's only contact with the VC, BLT 1/7 concentrated their
" efforts in the hamlet complex of Van Tuong. A/3/7 moved out on foot to search
end clear Van Tuong (2), and D/1/7 to search and clear Ven Tuong (5). On the vz
"-to its-objective, D/1/T encountered sniper fire from the vicinity of (BS 715¢12.

but received no casualties, None of the companies encountered organized resis-

At 211800H,; M/3/7.velieved C/1/7 es security for the RLT-T CP complex emd
GREEN Beach. See enclosure (9) for the D+3 Disposition of Units Overlay. |

. On  22 August, BLT 3/7T received a new mission to conduct e reconnaissance
in force to determine the presence of organized VC and to destroy any VC emn~- .
countered in line of hills from (BS 690905) to (BS 690870). To further surport

this misaion K/3/T, the unit of the landing force to come ashore, was landed fro:. |

the SLF at 220630H. "All oompanies moved out on foot in an approach merch, I/3/7
on the right, L/3/7 on the left, with K/3/7 in reserve following in trace to
(BS 690870), where BLT 3/7 established defensive positiens for the night.

BLT 1/ 7 oontiz'med‘its ‘operation in the Van Tuong compléx. All companies.re-

~ported receiving sniper fire. B/1/7 fired on.3 W at (BS 707937). (me VC wms

‘wounded and evacuated to Co B, 3d Medical Battalion., A/1/7 killed a W at (3S
703937) while conducting its search and clear operation of Van Tuong (3). See

enclosure (10) for the D+4 Disposition of Units Overlay.

- On D45, 23 August, BLT 1/7 was alerted to conduct, on the 24th of August,
a reconnaissance in force across the Trung Phan Peninsula. At 231200H, BLT 1/7 :
commenced moving all' equipment thet wes not desired for the overland movement ==
a8 .wheel and tracked vehicles to GREEN Beach for subsequent embarkation and rov:

ment by ship. .In continuing its search and clear operations, BLT 1/ 7 reported -}

search of Ven Tuong (4) had been completed. B/1/7 made contact with an unkiowr .
_number of VC in caves (BS 698955) and here three VUS were captured. At 231600,
BLT 1/7 secured their search and clear operations, commenced movement of ell
other remaining equipment to GRHEN Beach and prepared for its new migsion,
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By 231800H RLT~7 Headquarters displaced from (BS 725928) to GREEN Beach -7
subsequently to the USS BuYFIELD (aPA-33) by LVI''s. Supporting arms repre::
tives and the Regimental Communications Offiger, in conjunction with the st
of Amphibious Squadron 7 activated the Supporting Arms Control Center (SACF
See enclosure (11) for the D+5 Disposition of Units Overlay.

On 23 and the monung of 24 August'. BLT 3/'7 conducted search and clear

operations in the previously mentioned line of hills. This operation was condu: -

" ted by a series of ground sweeps supported by blocking companies which were
helilifted into position 500 to 1500 meters in advance of the sweeping company.

During the course of the sweep of this hill mass, over 80 Viet Cong were capture: -

and 13 VC were killed in action. Numerous fortifications and training sites wexe
destroyed, as well as W equipment., At 241400H, BLT 3/7 was directed to cease
search and clear operatioms and to return to GREEN Beach to reembark prior to

dark. The last elements of BLT 3/ T were embarked by 241900H and BLT 3/ 7 resumed

its mission as SLF, -

On the morning of 24 August, BLT 1f7 began overland march through the Trung

Phan Peninsula to destvoy any enemy encountered. See enclosure (12), Route of
March -of BLT 1/7. During the march, the fire support ships maintained station

- advancing at sea parallel to the advancing column to support the BLT with Naval
Gunfire if necessary. Meintaining progress with the BLT ashore were two ICU's
preloaded with tanks, to be landed if heavy enemy resistance was encountered
The USS BAYFIELD, with its SACC in full operation also sailed parallel to th
advance of BLT l/ 7. While on the march, BLT 1/ 7 was supported by helicopters .
that delivered water and ratlons, as well as evacuating heat casualties. At

_241700H, BLT 1/7 reached its pickup point (BT 630021) near the mouth of the Song
Tra Bong and embarked a@board LVvrt's, Movement of the LVI''s from Chu Lai was co~
ordinated so as to arrive at beach near the.Song Tra Bong with the arrival cf
the BLT. Upon retu'm to its area in the-Chu Lai enclave, BLT 1/7 assumed the
positions of the 3rd Battallon, 3rd Marines in the TACR.

Operation STARLITE was completed when the last elements of RLT-7 Headquartcr..

‘landed at Chu Lai at 242100H,

' In retrospeet, the RLT, on a very short notice, cubarked prepared to conducu
- an operation of duration up to 36 pours, Many of the challenges encountered

‘listed in enclosure (13) were a result of the protraction of Operation STARLITE.
Many conditions satiﬂfac’cory for a short duration operation, as planned, resulte.
in some make shift arrangements on & day-to-day basis as- the operation was ex-
tended, However, ina.emoh a8 a hard-core W regiment had been destroyed, it was
obviously in the best interest of the operation to extend it so the entire ar:
could be aystematlea.lly searched and to assure that no organized resistance W&.-B
in the éareca. -

\ It is believed (based on m mterrogat:l.on of POWs) that the VO encounuered
in the AOA were the remnants of the 45th Battalion and possibly the 40th Battali
(unconfirmed)., Reports received through interrogation of not only VC POWs, buw
‘also civiliams, indicated that the Staff of the lst VC Regiment located in Vur

- Tuong (1), split and fled upon the landing of RLT-7. Undoubtedly & cons:.deva'*\le
number of the staff was kil]led or wounded during the initial battle wh:.le

try:.ng to escape,




'_ ¥eapon such as the AR-15 ox M3A3 anbmachinegun.

Positive identity of enemy units remains pending results of III MAF 4TV
interrogation of POWs. However, IIL MAF ITT has stated that BLT 2/4 lawk
in the middle of the 60th VC Battalion and that both the 60th VC Battaliom
and the T-121 Heavy Weapons Company were almost completely destroyed. The
VC has been confirmed by III MAF ITT to be two-thirds destroyed.

Operation STARLITE undoubtedly accomplished its mission, for the enemy
in the Van Tuong Village complex that once posed so great a threat to the Chu
Lai enclave no longer exists as an effective fighting force.

In Operation STARLITE, NGF played its greatest amthibious support role e
since the Korean War. The need for further Naval Gunfire Support was apparett ;o
Throughout the operation the fire resromse of the fire suprort ships wrs xapid BT
and relisble, though not without problems. During the ship-to-shore mivemeni
Naval Gunfire was available prior to the landing of artillery. In further
operations where air support radar teams are not available, Naval Gunfire wil\

play an even greater rola in providlng fire supprort during the period of low
visibility. - .

In line with fire support, the 60mm Mortar would have proved a valusrble
asset by being immediately availaeble to the company commender during periods
where communloations/boordlnatlon problems in priority of fires slowed the rex -
ponse of the larger caliber supporting arms. Although 81mm Mortar fire is
generally available to the company commader, the time required to bring a
target under fire is considerably longer-than that of the 60mm Mortar.

___There is a definite requirement among our several supporting arms for a
light automatic weapon.  Amtracs, Tanks, Ontos and Engineers often find them-
selves in a position. where a heavy volume of small arms fire is needed to ove.
come enamy attack during the reriod wheon the above suprorting crms are '

valnerable, such as'at halts, bivopacs, etcs The M-14 is too bulky to handle
in the interior/confines of the oombat support vehicles. Firing from a :
‘hmtoh/arerture or moving vehicle demands a light, small automatic type

7 k/bbh’
o. F. émaoss b .
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I 24 Battalion, Lth Marines (Rein)
: CHU LAY, VIETUAM
S 25 sug isgs

‘ Front Commanding Officer '
\ To:  Cormanding Offieer, Tth I'fannes (Re:.n)

Subjs: 24 Battalion, hth ?~Lan.nes,4ft_er “Action Report.‘ 2«65

(b) RLI~T Op Plan 323-65
Encl: J(l) Summary Overlay of Operation .
i . Bresk Down by Units of VG Killed, Woanded and Gaptured —
\ J(3) Canpany H After Ac‘bion naport

1. Stat.lstlcalDa'&a P R A P

\ ~ Bef: (a) Div Op Order 321-65

| | ae Uni‘bs Involved.

- _'(i). Caﬁpaniesbs, s -' 519 % ot

(5k4 personnel)

(8 personnel)

(% persomely -
(2}. i)éifeonr;el‘_‘v |

(8 porsonnel’

(12 personnel)

patc ‘m ~ . 99 (including WIA's not evacuated)
mcm | ‘None |

U0 e 8 Casul‘ms. 0
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2d Battalion {=){Rein) co‘nsisfing of Cfanpanies E, G, H, RS (=}
and-3 Platoons. of PF's departed their position vicinity (BT '

{ 527035) at 1B064SH to conduct a 3 day search and destroy

opcration 13 milés southeast of ‘CHU LAT.

At 1806U5H Co G landed west of LZ Red at (B3 666955). The-landia. -

was unopposeds. At 180730H Co E landed in LZ White (BS 675933)
under smell ams fire from ridge line (BS 674946 to 680933)e
The landing: zone was secured frdni close in fires while an air

‘abrike was taking:place by sttack aircraft and UHLE Heldicopter.

. on the-ridge 1ine montioned abovoc, Sporadic small ams was

) ‘ttalﬁi.lu'in iy

recoived fran the xidge:)ine whilc in the Landing Zone, No
casultog'werc sustudneds ‘At 1807LSH Co H-landed in LZ Bluo
(BS 292921) and moved into the attack toward NM YEN (3) (BS
692922) ., At 1808158 $he- Comand Group landed at LZ Whité (IS
675933) undor sporadic small ama fire from the ridge line
(03 47holb)e At 180B30H Comparies E and G moved 'into tHe

in; gubloyth westerly directions In the thg attack Co ™ |
and. tho Conrand Broup came undor &0mmy; Slmm,macline gun ar’ -iall.
ams firo from an estimatod 50-60 VC occupying the nort: . tor af

tho ridge 3ino, Ono platoon moved: into the atback to soizc the %' =
ground at (BS 480933)e 1In tho attack the platoon reecived incor -

81mm, 6Cmn, machinoe guti and sm ama fire fram an ostimated 50-
£0 VC occupying tho hille Tho platoon sustainod 2 KIA and 3 WI.
whilo rogisterivz o direct hit with a 3.5 rocket on 3 VC killing
al’ three fleciiz some 4OO meters to tho southoast, When tho
plateon roach 1 the -top of the hill *they received 6 rounds of
60nm incoming fire with ncgative resultse Co G moved one platoeon

- into blocking positions (BS 673960): over looking PHU LONG (1).ar -

(2) . and"bheu:mmaindor moved out with the PMs to search PHU LC .-
(1) ard (2)s The village containgd many tunnols; trenches and Jox
holes most of which were located in hedge rows and were difficult.

to locates AEight VCS were picked up in and around the villagoe
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-:'At 180B30H Cu.pany H moved® toward A YEN. (3) \8S 692922), One

platoon moved into posi‘ions at (BS 689918) and took some VC
under fire on Hill 43 (b5 685916)e The remainder of the Company
manuvered toward NAM -¥EM (3) with no contact. As one platoon
cloged on the village they came under },geavy small ams fire.
After moving 25 meters in the village they were pulled back to
(BS 690922) in order to utilize air on the objective,. During
the air stnke 11 WIA's and 1l KIA was evacuated.

At 180900H Cmpany B manuvemd the rema:.m.ng platoons to seize *+'.c
ridge line from (BS 678942 to B83937Ye "'During the attack Comp-.~

E () and Command Group weceived Blmm, 60 mm and autamatic woa, . 3.
fire from an estimated 60 VG,  While in the assault onme sectio: -~

~ 8lmm provided _ire on the objoctive area, and to the rear, The.
hill was sccured at. 161000!{ and epemy casultes are unknown,

Compeny B. rc rganiged’ and”gttégl ptodidio. avacuate their 2 KL's
and 15 WIMge At th:.s 'b:l.ma several Lrequeats were gent in for ovac-
uation and it took approx 50.minutes”for the helos to arrive,

- The 81lmm sect.:.pn diaplaced forward and continued to fire at

- moved out in a north ¢a

prob: "2 V3 withdrawl™ Youtes., wit:JB1000H Company H was gomd :
by 3 ta nks a.nd 3\ ‘Optos. bearing: casul®ies, -captured VC wean s
verg, evacuatodc AL 1819301-! ‘1"PTatoqgP Weom Company H con' - ud |
~to gwéep Hill 43 up to e topograph‘lcal crest, at that til.c

the VG broke, contacte A% 181100H Campany E and Command Group
ag berly direction to continue the sweep
in agsigned gector. - it 1B1.200H while moving into the hamlet at -
(BS 6879}.;1;) Gompany E and Cemmand Group began receiving 8lmm,.
60mm, RR, maching gun and #iall ams incaming fire from

{608 9l 6919h5) from an estimated 50 VC. " Fire-was.
411, organic, wgapons 4ncluding 1 +50 cal machine gun

':_f'tbat waa & tached ‘4o Gcrrvae,my .The hanletwas gecured at. approx
181300 whigh actiph.pesulied :Ln 8 frighdly WIA's. One VC FO -
. was shot £rom ; # bree and carried away with other casulticsg,

" , During this period the Command Gmup received 81mm, 6Qmm, B‘Inm*‘ii

and snall amag fire which resulted in 2 WIA's. At 1230H Compeowr
H departed $rom the vicinity (BS 688919) "to resume the attack.

Company H Hyspassed N4 YEN:(3) as Company I 3/3 had swept

SR ‘through and "raportedly cleared the village. The company moved
- .in a northeastarly direction with no"contacts At 181300H the

compajy received amall .gms from the rear, simult.aneously tanks
and, Ontog began 40 have increased difficulty in movement due t-
the. riee paddivse. Company H held up’at (BS 688925) in order tc

. give ammor a chanoe.to/manuevar, At this time the company began

© takire haavy amall’ amns, Blm;»60mmyn3.5" rocket and S7TmmRR fire

from the-sdcinity of #1ll 30 (8« 698390) and MM YEN (3)e . .
During .this time the company was 8433l receiving heavy autanatie

- Weaporis, BQumn,, S%m and 57TmmRR.fire from all directionse This

-fire "rag  rotuwmigd.-at eximum rae pxslble utilizing the tanks
cand Ontog weapons. The "fire fight

ntinued and the amor v:.3
unable to movs fdmarﬂ, ahd wiB con@ntng ‘to receive in*. .3

o imgoming fire. 11 pergonnel and equipment were evacuatec _rom

_the amea while stlll under intense fire. At this time one plaboon
~of Company H logt contaet with the company and came upon Bravo -

EchNut’& [3)
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Command 6f 7th Me: .. 5 under Major COLRM.N, vicinity (BS 702928).
- The Major orderc . .ne platoon to sccure the hill and wait for him

to return with I and L cmi downed fmtracs. ~The platoon waited until
190430E when they r¢turice and ‘then moved out to the Regimental CP.
4t 181630H the remainder 'ﬁ' the company’ moved to (BS 695923) under

g poradic small ams, coming fram NM YEN (3) and maded contact

with Compony Ie The company was unable to effect liaison with

Company I and therefor preped H1ll L3 (BS 685916) to prepare it as - B

a night defenswe pos:.tzon. ’

At 181330}1 Company G vicinity PHU LONG (1) (BS 668959) mcelved ;
the order to move to blocking positions vicinity (BS 683972).
The company arrived there at 181500H with no contact and coordi:~.ed

‘ with M. 3/3, Company G moved to the hill complex v1cinity (BS

E . 678968) and established defensive positions-

es

At 181LO0H Conpany B Pinished evacuating C&SUltles and continued
to swoep in assigned mctor to (BS 693248)s Along the route :
numerous gpider holes and camouflaged punji traps were uncovercds;

'also, empty 6Qm and 81mm mortar casing® were scattered throufhw
out the areas. At 181400H the company began digeing in for ni- &

defens: ‘¢ positions (BS 693948)e At 1B81515H approx 100 VG exv. .
with 8lrnm, STnmRR and small ams were obsaerved by the Commar-
Group moving outh vicinity (BS 696946)e A flash messags oo
sent requesting i. vy immediately. 4 lapse of 12 minutes be~

o “twean the time the message was se_nt to whon the first round
landede - Howtars fircd 20 rounds with dovastating effect on the

ve. It was later reported by the Battalion Commander-that he
had observed approximately 90 VC bodies while flying in a UHLE
in the vicinity '35 696946)e At 182100H Company E''s ambush

. party was procecding 2long the trail at (BS 692947) when they

killed 1 VC amed with cnly 2 pgronades, It is probable that
this VC was an FO for morcars because later on during the nizht

15 rounds of 60mm mortar fell wide of Company E and the

Camnand Groups Thare was no othor contact during: the night

" duo to the fact aerial i1lumination constantly kept the area

' illum‘lnated along with constant Hel firess

fo

At 181730H Ganpa.mr H mquated fuel for theé Ontos. At that time’

they only had 1/8 tank of gas were unable to travel any distance.
At 181800H & section of 8lxm Mortars arrived at Company M s
position along with resupply of food water and ammunition.
Comnany H was still unable to effoct liaison with Company I, N '
roinforcements could be axpected and no fuol arrived for the -
Ontos therefor,, the cempany established a tight defensive
perimcer in whe vicinity (BS 693921). “The perimoter consiated
of 3 Ontos, 3 tanks, 1 section 81mm Mortars and 2L, infantry men,

' -The -conipany remG:med there during tho nigh‘b with no contact with
~ the encmy. o

clad VC moving from east to wost at (BS 678962)s The VC pe- .L out

~of sight beforc iire could be ordored on them. Artlllery was calla”
for on the draw where they were lagt seen. ' It took approx 15 min t:
- Teceive tho firss arty round (due to no fault of the FO) and by the

L

Ab 1 82300H Gompany G vicinity (BS 678968g obgerved approx " khaki
. |

i i




Yime fire for .fect arrived it' s to be agpuaney, . she VO had cleared .
‘the ai. .e No further contactwas made durlng the m.ght. At
1907001 Company G was ordered to continue assizned mission ard
drive’ to the cor=h. It's to be noted that although it had been
sent by heln.coptcr Campany G did not g¥t a resupply the night
before and therefore wag out of food and waters The company moved -
out and at 190B00H they received heavy small ams fire from tha
vicinity (BS. 685965) and (BS 6999?3). Fire was returned but

very few VO were obgorved as the ma;ority of the fire came from -
behind ‘hedgarows. arrival of pcrsonnel at the hedge yielded
negative resultse At 190830H Company G arrived on the ridge line
at (BS 692968). and recéived heavy small amas fire from vicinity &
(BS 693970 to 698965)s Several VC were observed in hedge rows -
hoth to the front and right flank. The Company Commander felt t.
there were possible many. Ve acrosa the Araw to his front and wc**
waiting fot the company to;cross “the ravine., The locations of
adjacent units wére requested and this indicated no friendly uw:

in the immediate areas An air. strike was requested on the VC .

* positions at 190845H. is "the f!irst bamb hit the target, :the VC
. in the hedge rowg: erupted ‘With heavy small ams fire from appror-
', imately 4O to 50'VCs- After the second bomb dropped the Compan;

Commander rece:.ved a messa.ge frcm 00 M 3/3 that the air was hit ~ z

friondly troopse The ai¥ strikc ceased and it was found that -
Company M was at (BS 690973) ingtead of-their .repoyted position.
Campany. & as--.ilted the ‘position killing L' VC and finding 2 VCS
h:ldinp in the hedge rgm;. No weapons were fourde The hill

At 190800H Ccmpany E continues .to attack in their zono of action, .
Prior o tho atteck the Battalion Camdndor utilized all availavle,
supporting ams on’ possibla V¢ locations in cach dlrectmn : A’c.

- 190900H Company E swept™thru-thé village of VAN TUONG (1) . 5’

© 6995). and. ¢ollected various dogiments, VC packs, smcil ams .
mmnuntion,rgmnades and V¢ camunication wire. The amunition

I Was, blovm in place ‘and documents turned over to the Bn S-2, Tha .
. (1 camiunmat;ions wire was laid.from north to south and from
- oast to wodts Which led to the high ground where they had OF! s.

Company B moved inrough the village with no contacte The villare
wasg exceptivnally large for one rifle company to search throur,hly.
The Battalioh Cammander immediately recommendsd to CO, 7th Marines
. that an ARVN Bn be sent to the wvillage to search after Company E
had lafte M’- 191000H Coupany B received intense small ams firc
fram approxiMatoly. 20 VC.who wére located vicinity (BS 70596hL)
Coripany F @mseulted ‘the 'VC-position and when théy got to the

" top of tho hill the VG fled inh a northly directione No friend::

" castlties wepe gustaneds At I9EO030H contact was made with K 3/3
in the right'#fank. At this tife the Command Group received 2
incoming roundsg of 8lmm Mortar fire sustaining no casualties.

© At 1911008 Company E yeached the high ground vicinity (BS 7079¢"

‘at which time it received the order to swoep to (BS 70597L) burs
~ northoast and sweep the peninsylai to include the village of
-£1 00C THUAN (%) (Bs 7197)«. At 191200H Company E moved out on

R
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the sweep ag ordered and racelved anall ams fire fran the left
rcar (BS 701973)e The area wag marked with 3.5 rocket WP as a
mortar target and Company E continued on 46 assigned mission.
The Simm scction with the Command Group fired 8 rounds of HE on

the target arca nd the VC firing ceaséde Co E continued to sweep

hru the assiff :d gector capturing 1 VGS. The company moved to *-e
top of Hill 32 wricinlty (BS 712978), prepared night defensive
pogitions 'v»". sent out 2 s even man patrols to scout to the east,
to the nor‘bhomst and the southweste

At 190800H Company H received a resupply of fucl and received word
40. mo.> to OGreen Beach.(BS.7192)s .At.191130H the company arrived

" at Green Boachsand was joimed by the platoon that was detache . from

than on the provious daye Co H then was assigned the miszl - of
Rogimontal_ Reservs and CP securitye A4t 201L200H the company ias
rotracted by surface craft and, arrived CHU LAI at 202100H. =

At 191300H Co G race:.ved word to move overland to the vicinity
(BS 706967) for a new * During this movement Co G
sustainod 8 heat casulties Wthh was due to not receiving a

. resupply of fool and watere Co O'sg fiew mission was CP security

for the Comand Group..

At 191500H 00, 7th Marines arrived~and assigned 2d Bn (- )(Rein)
the migsion of mining and booby trapping the area in which we
helds Co E booby trappad Hill 32 (BS 712978) and all avenues c.
approache 1 squad of B Enginecers and Det, Force Recon booby
trapped trails and avenues of appreach vicinity (BS 7096),
Approximately 125 MK, 26 fragmentation grenades was used to

- .accomplish this missione -

At 191100H an 40 mporhad siglxting 3 VC 4n the coast. 1ine (B5
710978)e 4 patrol fran o E was sent to scout the area and
encountered 3 VC., This patrol killed 1 VC and captured 2, Four

_enemy grenadss w.ore blown in places. At 191800H the company

sighted move.ont on the high ground vicinity (BS 716978)., ,

1.

Jib e u_dmry wag called on the target with unknown results, By
191330H Co E night defensive positions were completed and t! 2
company prepared. for. the night -

-‘Behaccxn the pen&.oda 19-21005 Oo_G :&lbamnand Group received -
. 5 rounds of Naval CGun Fire all of which wore ‘fire directly -
-Co G and the Cormizad Groupe The rounds landed behind thesc

urits with no dam:ge inflicted.. Several flash messaros were

s ont requosting to cease the firing of Naval Guns. The :
dargoy wag. that wo.wore not directing their fire, alsé the round"

. _ wewo being. fired directly over head and could havé hit the high

trovs, causing ~v oir burste At 192300H an air strike (not
requestod or ¢ ~trolled by this unit) was comducted vicinity

(BS 71h97h)e Tio roc %cts and bambs used fell within 200 moters
of Co E position on Hill 32 vicinity (BS 712978)e A flash messar
was goent mqugating coage fire on the air strike. During the

6
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hours of darku. » there was no enemy contact due to the fact That:
acrial flarcs 2. ntly illuminated the arca.

At 200600E a P. . ular Forces goldier attached to Co G was wounded

by our own bogby traps (BS 719968) when he tricd to retrive an
aerial flaze drop{ ad the nigit beforc. The PF's had been
ingtricted sewmr ~ >ongs not 1o move around until they were
told tos A tect. from B Engineers and D't Force Recon was
despatched and" rocovered the-wounded Pr and he was evacuated by
heloes Betwoen 2007L5H and 201000H 5 villagers came to Co G
position; (BS 718968) 2 children, 2 adult males and 1 adult
feomale all of whom were woundede The 2 children and the adult
female were wounded by the air strike conducted at 1923C0H the
night befores 411 5 were helo evacuated to B Med immediatelys, .
At 201030H Co E commenced retraction from their positions (BS
712978) utilizing L helos and no close air support.. Co E
arrived back at CHU LAI on 201230H, :

At 201315H 00 7th Marines re ort.ed that 1 VC platoon was hidinr
in a cave v1c1nity (BS 704970 Co G was assigned the missiom *+ .
Jcarch the arca and blow all caves ‘and tunnels. Co G swept tum
the objective ~r-.a with no contacte Several large tunnels and
caves were bi..n by B Engineers.. Co G returned to their

position by ZC.L‘fOOH and prepared to retract by helo. The - '
Comnand Group was retracted- by 201530H and Co G was retractod !
by 201700H without incident.. : o

" De

o,
" arrive for cvacuation of wounded,

The RLT=? TiC Net .-s ccntinuosly clogzed with messages. that were
up greded to a degree that a nomal routinec or priority Mnessago .
could not bo tranamitted; for instance, this H q reccived a
priority mcssage concering 26 reporters who were be at RLT~7 Hqe
Frag Orders wore sont with a Precedence of Routine, a Flash
messase was sent ~-ncering CO, 7th Marines coming to our CP. .

This Hq was not infcmied on air gtrikes and Naval Sunfire bein;
usod within our area of operations resulting in 5 rounds of
Naval Gunfire being fired into our pos:xtmn and 2 air strikes, 1
of whose rockets landed 200 meters in front of Co E. v

In severcl instances it took as lonz as 50 mlnutes for helos to

During the retracticn of Co E thore was no air escort for the hel -

4 helocopter must be readily availablc for use as a air relay/
>amand helicopter for the Battalion Commandere

Lrtillery was :i-.rely too long in arriving on target after fire .
mission wea ¢ . 3ade »

guciesack (3)

et s R

fisaoanac s

L i et




— Je

« Ko

. BoliT T atiory resuprly ig cr:.tical and sufficiant reseivas ol

.' Thc PF' s would not c:ooperate. " They wanted to go .to.the: vﬂlages

to cook and get watcrs They were ingtructed several times to
remain with the c-w-any as they might get shot or hurt. They
demanded twico t. ...ount of food andwa'ter ag we nomally gete

Logistlc supum & was :Lmdequte by the 7th Marines, Co G did not
roceive any food or water for 12, Gayse Co E and Command Group*

: rece:.ved no food and only 30 gallong of water for 13 dayse

Hamng C;;S a/c on station is the only proper way to prov1de the
type of support operations like this will require. '

'We need to have an airborne DASC to operate in the capacity of

overall air coordina.tor to handlc both air stmkes and helo
mlssmns. , .

Pr:.mary HD, UHF can not be the gameo fmquency as primary TAD,
THE . . .

‘-Additionn.l T and HD, ] UHF ffeciu’oncyf must be agsigned and vl .

Administrative fr,ffic ca.n not b? g.qloratod on tactical nete,

-

charge. batteries must be mamtained at all times durlnf_, an
oporation of tlis gizc.

LI

We need napalm anc zum. rockets to enable FAC!s to work the air
strikes cloger that 150-200 meters from the friendly troops.,

~ Working 500 pounders at this range is extremely hazardous but

can bo done if requirecl. The Alro 7D pod is not well auited
to- close support “u- to tho wide dispersion. pattern.

‘We ncod more helicopters, both for rusupy :ly and tactlcal misgione.

Ve need vT fuzes for 250 and 500 lb bombs.

9 ~ 7~ ///
A { FISHER
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BHREAGKDOWN BY UNITS OF VC KILLED, VOUNDED 4ND CAPTURED . ? ':

‘ Vs WEAPONS GAPTURID »
UNLT KILLED . WOUNDED _ CAPTURED _ CAPTURED __ AND DESTROYED : ‘

Go E a1 " 12 100 Grenades o
blown in place o ‘=1

Co G ' b o 11 - 10 Grenades e
: . : blown in place. | _ L
{

Co H : 156 ' - 58 asgorted mall
ams Shi Com .
345 rocket launcl *
including 1 8lmm o %
mortar 1 57'mRR S
1 450 cal MG

degtroyod. ' y

 Command Growp 1 z 2 10

Mir 60 | | | :

Artillery . 90 - i

f
f
i
. g L: ;'j" 7 .

Total " 32 2 ‘ 2 33

T  ENCLOSURE (2)
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COMPANY H AFTER ACTION REPORT

. . oy ',’.-f" H
Ompany H (Re:m) landed in 1Z Blue (BS 692!;2) at 1807h5H and set up in
a 360° perimeter, The UHIE Helicoptgrs who were flying security for -
our landing immediately took the VC to our southwest under fire with
their machine gun and récket strikes: Also we were taken under fire

by small arms from our southwest’ (BS 697920), We gained fire superiort:

immedic’ely with M-14's and M-79 fire. Three VC KIA's were counted at
this position beforﬂ e noved out in the attack in a north westerly
direction, The 24 ¢ 3d Platoons were in the attack with the lst .
Platoon as rear secu.;.ty. The 2d Platoon was on the left flank and was .
engaged in a heavy fire fight with VC on Hill 43 (BS 689918)., The lst
Platoonvas ordered to attack the village with the 3d Platoon located in
vicinity of K.)7 YEN (3) (BS 690924) ‘providing a base of fire. At thi-
time there had been no fire from NAM YEN (3). At 180840H the 1st

Platoon moved into the village and came under intensive small arms ..’;‘;::‘e. -

After moving past the firct rew of houses in the village the lst
Platoon was pulled back out of the village for an air strike. We were

~ still receiving small arms fire from the village even as the air strike

continued. Immediately after the adp strike Company I, 3d Batsalion,.

.3d Marines swept the Vll...'“‘e of NAM YEN (3). Two M-AB tanks arrived at

our position at 1809L5H - .ne 1lst Platoon and the two tanks made a
tank~infantry coordinat .d attack to felieve presure on the 2d Platoon
who were at this time pimmed down by automatic amall arms fire, 8lmm:
and 60mm Mortar fire, The tank-infantry attack caused the VC to break .
contact and fall back to the west. An air strike was called to the-west
also to hit the fleeing enemy:s Yuring this attack one VC 450 cal MG and
6 . 30 cal MG was knocked out but,due to heavy small arms fire and -
heavy mortar fire the weapons were not retovered. Automatic fire was
coming from a house at (BS 684919) and one tank moved over to get a

shot at the house when the tank was hit by some type of recoiless weapon, -
The second tank moved over alsc to get a shot at the house and was also

hit but the house was destroyed and fo more small arms fire was receivea
from that area. The tdnks were not damaged severely and were back in
actior in approx 5 minutes, We then began receiving hebvy small arms
fire f>.m a hedgrow at (BS 687919). Also at this time a flame tank
arrived at our position and he was moved to within range of the hedgrow

- and burned it outs For approx 30 minutes after this we received no -

incoming fire from arny direction. By 181000H a total-of 5 tanks and

3 Ontos had joined mé at my position. < All friendly casualties were
evacuated at thls time &nd. approx 50 VC weapons znd one VC POW was sent
out by helico: “=r also, The lst Platoon while giving us security to t.

" southwest ins,m.ted numercus VC fighting positions and found as

many as 6 VC KIA in the previous .50 cal MG hole and numerous VC KI’

in other small fighting hcles. All fighting holes were observid irn he
hedgrows and were well. car-uflaged. At 181100H we moved out again in
the attack with the 2d Platoon on the right and 3d on the left with the

1st . ‘latoon as rezr guard. We moved out in a north easterly direction,

bypassing the vili: ge of "M YEN (3) believing it was clecred by Company
I, 3d Battalion, 5d Marirc:s. A8 the 2d and 3d Platoons moved out, the
tanks were immediately bt~ ,.ma the assault line with the Ontos to the
rear and on the flanks ’n general support. As the assault line reached
the stream and rice paddies to the-east of NAM YEN (3) the rear guard

(1st Platoon) began to recelve hesvy automatic fire from NaM YEN (3) and

1 ~ ENCLOSURE (3)
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— - ~———from-their esst flang also. Shortly thereafter the 2d and 3d Platoons

began receiving heavy.snall arms fire and heavy 8lmm and 60mm Mortar
fire, The 2d and 3d Platoons moved across the rice patty and set up

‘2 defense to protect the tanks and Ontos as they locked for a place;to
"eross the rice paddy. - The paddy.was searched in both directions w;xth

no crossing located, ' The Ontos tried to cross the padady at the sane
Place the troops crossed. The firet Ontos made it across with the
sedond getting stuck in the mud. . Under heavy automatic and mortar fire

“the seeond Ontos was pulled from the mud and both Ontos recrossed the

paddy to join up with the tanks, The first Platoon had moved one squad
around to the northwest on NAM YEN (3) and had killed 9 VC who were
operating an 8lmm Mortar. The.small arms fire then became so intense
that the squad had to -ull back in closer to.the tanks and they
vere unable to recover the 8lmm Mortar. Friendly WIA and K1A's were

' also being evacuated by helo under this intense fire. All that were not

@vdcuated by helo were loaded on tanks and began to pull back toward:
LZ Blue to try and flank the rice paddy in o¥ffer to .cross it with the
‘armor. While evacuating the wounded NAM YEN (3) was hit by artillery ar -
the high ground at (BS 698929) was hit by &an air strike. At lBlhOOH e
Company with all attachments started moving back to 1Z Blue with the l:
Platoon as the point and the 2d and 3d Pl;toons in the rear fighting
a d3laying action. A8 the 1st ‘Platoon moved out they were- pinned down
=nind o dike by Spal) arms fire {rom NAM YEN (3) and were receiving
semie suxil arms fize from (M 69896), A% this time the 1st Piatoom
had ~ut ao ~,38 the rice paddy toward ZBS 6968930)+ - Numerous helieopter.
were . 2 in this area so theéy moved out toward.that high ground. ™

© Afier arrlvmg on the high ground they met the Bravo ‘Cormand group -

from Regt under Mej-: COLEMAN. ‘'The Major ordgied the lst Platoon to”
secure the %ill and. wait for hin to return wit Companies [ and L of
3d: Battahon, 3d Marines, The lst platoon waited until 1904304 when
the Major returned and then moved out -to the Regt CP where they joined

-us the following day., At 18163(H the remainder of Company.H had move.l

back to LZ Bi.c and had received’ instructions from the. Battalion
Commander to coordinete with Company I, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines er .

- set in a defensive posi:ion, Contact was made with one Platoon

Company I, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines but the remainder of the Sompa..y'
Co ld not be located, At 1817154 that platoon.pulled out to the. Rvgt
Further instructions were received from the Battalion Qperations

'to set in a defense at LZ Blue foz the night. Prior-to this instructicu

another air strikewas me~z on Hill 43 to. insure that no VC dug in.
positions ere still ti.cre and also to prepare it for our night
defensive position. 4t that time 4t was unknown that a large ditch was
between LZ Blue and Hill 43 which prevented the armor from getting to
this »ill, .We were still gettirg sporadic small arms. fire .from the -
village of NAM YEN (3).: At thit tine the Onbes and tanks proceeded to
level all houses which remained standing and- doing so -all small arms

fird ceased, At 1B180CH we were- resupplied with food, water and

amwnition, Also we received a‘section of 8lmm Mortars, Still unablb

to effect liaison with Company I, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines:we set in &
'dx.,_ nse at (BS £93921.) W:l.th 2 infantrynen 1 section of 8l's, 3 Ontos

% tanks, The othei 2°tanks Kad gone back to the Regimental CP -
wﬂth tre v:»lawon £ rﬂm .,ompany I, Bd Battalion, Bd Marinea. We had .

I
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. Cormand Post for the ni “t.

ftm=s

constent 117+ “inati. . throughout the night with no enemy probes or
enemy action or any kKing . At 190800H we recaived mare supplies and
orders to move to Gruen Beach. Our movement to Green Beach was
uneventful. ‘pon 2:riving at Green Beach We received further orders
to report to ..ie Regimentzl Command Post. Upon arriving at the
Regimental Cormand Pcst we set im.a defense around the Regimental

to the beach and loaded <board ship to return to our positions at-
CHU LAI. . ‘ ' ' .
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20 -Narretive account of Aection

ae At 200900H Aug 65, lst Bn, Tth Mar received a warnlng order fron

"Hg, 7th Mar to be prepared to move that day by IVT, landing craft, or heli- "~

copter and join 7th Mar for Ope*atlon SQA&LIGHT. Preparatlons were initi-
ated., ‘ .

b. The move commenced at 200315H Aug 65 with a small commend group. ,
lst Bn, 7th Mar joined 3rd Bn, 3rd Mar Headquarters at coordinates B® TOSLL'.
After the command group, rifle companies landed in the order of Co 4, Co B, |
and Co D. Co C'was tk have been diverted to the Tth Marines CP for CP
security at coordinates BS 705926 however, by mistake Co C was landed with.
the rest of lst Bn, 7th Mar and later marched on foot after dark to the 7th
Marlnes Ck.

c. A% 201802H, the Bn CO issued his operatlon order for the following _
day. Co & was ordersd to search and clear Van Tuong 2. Co D was ordered.
to search and clear Van Thong 3. Co B was to be prepared on order to SCL
and clear Van Tuong 1. ! _ : Lo

"

d: The first night of Operatlons was quiet except for one 1n01dent of
sniper fire in the Co A sector of defense at 202300H. Co A defended the
wostern-half of the Bn perimeter, Co D defended the castern half -of the -
perimeter. The snlper fire was returned without. casuultles on elther side.’

. e.. At 202355H Aug 65, a 5" shell from U. S. Haval Gunfire landed on
‘the eastern edge’ of the Bn porimetcr, resulting in 2 friendly DOW in Co D
and 1 friendly WIA in Lo B, The csuse of the accidont is es“of this date
“unknown, ' - : S : o

‘ f. On the Second day of operations, Co D departed the Bn perimeter
" at le?OOH to -search and clear Van Tuong 3. Th;ougnout the day Co D
encountered moderate to heavy sniper fire in the viilage, resulting in
. two V€ KIA in the village and one Marine WIA (non-eritical abdominal
wound). Thanrvillage contained about 200 eivilians, mostly old men,
wamen, and ohildren. The villagers were terrified and reluctant in
response 10 the search and clear activities.  Entrenchments were fgund
on the rim of the village. Inside the village there were mumerous
. individual shelter ocaves and dugouts. Only about 3 1arge caves were
- found. All caves that would lend themaelves to concealed storage were
’.desfroyed by demolitions. The villagers werc found to bé very poor;
so poor in fact that thoy reported that the VC did not tax them, Villegars
reported that the VC would not. permit. anyoric,t0ipossess more than 30 pounds:
of rice at any one time. All adults were intorviowed through the interypiator
- end ITT. Villagors reported that the VC village.cadre had doparted thc
village the night before, hcaded in the direction of Binh Son, and taking
glong with them the Village Chief, an old man who was described as a VO

puppete b ‘
g Co A'deparfed the Bn perimeter at 210835H to search and clear
Van Tyong 2.  While enroute to the village the company encountered and

killed one VC sniper at coordinates BES703937. Upon arxrival at the. scene,}
the oqmpany found that the snipor's weapon had been tmken mmxy.

g

ity R
\




Co B searched and cleared Van Tuong 2 throughout the day;—-recelw.ns
llgnt to moderate sniper fire resulting in ohe VC KIu in Van Tuong 2.
" Co D returned to the perlmeter Just after dark.. .

W h. On the afternoon of 21 Aug, Co B wounded & VS who ran out of
the bushes in front of the perimeter. .He was unarmed. The wounded
V8BS was evacuated for medieal treatment. .’

i. At 211730H, the Bn CO issued the operation order for the follow-
~ing day, calling for search and clear operations in Van Tuong 1 and 4.
Lt 2122354, 7th Marines Frag Order 4—65 was received by messake confirm-
1ng the next day's mission. - )

j. At 2206%0H, Co C departed the Bn perimeter to seize and occupy .
the high ground south of Van Tuong 1. Objective C (coords BS €98255 <o
ES 704955) was secured b§ 220625H, Objective B (coords BS 694954)
wes secured by 2202404, (o C reported wounding two VC snipers while
sciping these ohjectives (unconfirmed).. As Co C was seizing Objective
5, Co> B advanced from the Ba porimeter to cinduct the sarch and clear
operaticn. Meanwhile, frem 220630H through 220030H, Air st¥ikes,
ambili wary, and Haval Gunfirce interdicted the high ground to the north.
east, ard west of Van Tvong 1 in order 4o biack tho escape of any VO
in the village. Go B Yegen sesrch aﬂd cleexr of the villzge 4% 220655k,

k. Van Tuong 1 (centerec at coords BS 698 5) was found to be
heavily fortified. The vdl_ag> vas encircled with a trench line and ..
dovble apron fence. The villiage stroets haed peaji traps for perscinel
and vehiclecs, as well as spﬂ der trapg. There were numerous hand-
‘painted wooden Anti-~American signs. “There were very numerous caves,
qn*cughoax the village, rost cf which were dastroyed by demolitinns.
—_— Sowe 5 tons of rice, corn, .potatoss, tariey and cther foodstuffs were™
: found in large storage jars, obviously not versonsl stores. These were
destroyed. Most- of thoee suppiics were fourd in the viciaity of coord~
inetes BS 698957. . Uther itums found in village caves inclwded an
A~PHEC 10 Rodio with sssociatod cquinment s together with numercug VO
docurorts, manitiong, mumw‘-u, letters, and prorarganda matarials.

hed uit szon sugh oﬁhon51rc fortificatlons and tunncls anywheve in Viets-
van (14 menthe in GO y\'HXﬁetw in Zona Ds The only incident of enewny
fire in +$hoe village ¢ sacurred in a cave where V0S fimed gt Maritoa ir & -

R TR

ctive, These VOS wame asver found, Co B Glds however; capivre )

]

core leadar, anotherx. furndd ovt to ba a resident cadre guerrilia. Co B
returned to the Battalion perinetor just aftor dark without ecmpleting |
th@daaamch end. clear ope ration in Van Puomg Ls

'351. At 220930&,,the B&thadlon CO ordercd lst Plat“on. Co c,, 1at : Q_

Recon Bn to establish surveiliance over Ven Tuong 4 (ooo dinates BS

722953). Subsequently, Co D depe twhed the Bn pc"metor et 2012558 40 P)

5. _ B OLoswE.

Sowme 576 civilians were proecsscd and intervicwed. These poosplic were
g_nm“al 1y tewrificéd and rwluuu%r+ atv firgt, Sut settled dowan aftcr.it<
boceme epparendcthak $he Marines would not harm them. -Villegers rﬂpo £33
tiet uniformed VG, pa3+ of a tralang con nany, ahd armed with carbines
‘ad billeted in the viilage and- departed 10 days previcusly. 4 teanm of -
¥ angs were ueed durihg the villagoe soarch and suocceeded in locatving
a VC deen in a caver The Scrgeant in chirge of the dog toam siated he

V38
Guring the dsy in caves. One of %thess lster turned out to be a Vi mrd»;-




It

.J',._' b

"+ ..conduct search and clear operations in Van ‘l‘uong 4+ A vohicle break-
down caused a delay in Co D's progress, requiring that Co D establish _ _
& perimeter defense at coordinates BS 731954 for the night and continue - L
. 'search and clear operations the following day with the Recon Flatoon o ' *
. attached.

m. On the night of 22 August at mbout’ 2200H, small arms fire was =
received and returned on the Bn perimeter. No casualties on either side.

e AR T L e A ST S TR T s VN

n, At 222200H, Tth Mar Frag Order 5-65 was received directing lstBn
to continue search and clear operations in Van Tnong 1 and Van Tuong 4
the next day, and alsc to conduct a two-company search and clear opera-
- tion southward paralleil to the coastline from Van Tuong 4 to Green Esach
(Ooordlnates BS 718921\ . This order also directed that all wheeled and
tracked vehicles be delivered to G“een Beach by 231200E, The Bn CO
+  issued his 0perat10n ordar for the follow1ng day.

e p o

e

N A i

0. At 230920H, Co C and a sma.Ll commend group from Bn Hq_ ary ~wnﬂ
“at Van Tuong 4 %o join foreces with Co D feo» the coastal search and cleax
operation. Co D was still searching and clearing Van Twong 4. IE was
' found that most of the village had been burnad out bty alieged napelm alr
strikes on 18 August, and that there were several civilian casualiies in
the 'village. Two of these casualties werc .evacuated hy helicopher for
medical treatment. Villagers were terrified at first btut calimed down , , >
after seeing that the Marines meant no harm to them. Villagers also - : ?}
reported that the VC always arrived in the village at night and de- ' :
partad early in the mornings. Wo fortifications were found, only smatl
: family shelters. Villagers reported that the village was VC controlied o 4
! "and that the Village Chief was a VC (not present) Scme 35 young males ' j%
i
i
|
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wvere gipgled out in the village and clogely interviewed. None were VC. T |
- Company corpsmen set up a treatment station at the village well and T
" treated numerous civilians, most of whom had skin disecases.

- Pe At 230920H, o message was received from 7th Marines Hg to cancel E
"the eoastal search and cleer mission towgrds Green Beach as prescribed R o
in 7th Marines Frag Order 5-65. . Consequently, upon completion of the - = . = 1.

© search and clear mission in Van Tuong 4, Co D and Co C returned to the: T
Bn perlme‘oer at 231410H. : ‘ &

9+ The orders for the 'folldwing'day were received from Hg, 7thihr ' ' j
on the evenlng of 23 August. The Bn CO issued his operation order the S 13
same evening. L _ L ,

re 1stPn, 7thMa.r commenced & reconnaissance in force from the Bn
perimeter at coordinates BS 705945 to a beach pickup point. at coerdinates Ck
BT 635024 at 240640H, Co A initially led the Bn tactical column, -occupied b
Check Point 2 (coord:.nates BS 675966) to support by fire the advance of ' R
Co C to Check Point 3 {coordinates BS 668992§ Lt Check Point 3 the Bn P
was resupplied with water by helicopter. After water resupply, Co C
supported by fire the advance of Co B to Check Point 4 (coordinates. BT , P
650005), Check Point 4 was subjected to an airstrike, using 500-1b - ' LV
bombd and strafing, prior to Co B moving out. After gelzure of Check o
Point 4, Co B led the Battalion to the beach, where 23 INT's were waiting >
- t0 transport the troops to the Chu Iai Enclave. The last elements 'of the o
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wera noted where villages were severely damaged

ol

' Pn boarded IFP's a% 24191 CE‘, and arrived at Crhu lLai (coordlnatcs BT

l*65044) at 242015H. "he Battalion esteblished an assembly area on the
beach for the night. :

s, Throighout the recomaissancs in force mission, there were no
encounters with VC or VCS. An aerial observer was on station at all times
throughout the march. 1lst Flatoon, Co C, 1lst Recon Bn was deployed by hortr
advance of the Bn tactimal coluan at (‘heck Po.Ln’r.q 2y 34 and at the beaclh.

3+ Commentary

a. War dogs can e very useful in licating personnel hiding in cav.o.
[Athough lstBn, Tthia: «wos able to use Wax '\tgq o only ohe Wried ocun
fioti, tha potential o"' tholo sueceensful auniornort n countergucrrille
cpernticng was manifestly appmrent..

Ve When moving through guerrilla country, an accial observer is in.
valuable, espec:m.lly in preventing a surprisc atteck or in locating
targats. A

s, There is a ns2d for higher levels of commznd t¢ issue orders on

e

a more timely basis than was experlepced in OperationsStariigni.

Orders were issuad late in vhe evening, making it 4ifiicult to issue crdor,
and carry out troop leading stovs at the smell wnit level. Similarly,
‘nlans were chunged on zg august after farcaes wors sivesdy dorloved and
ccmmitted to the originel plan. This change in plan was awparently not
caused by snemy actior. o .

.

ds More concern muel he given to the sL.fe*y of villages.  Inztances’
rod or destreryed by nopaln

oz naval gunfire, wherein thg wilitery necesm Ly of doing 50 was JubRoGss

o

T e ey e ey e




o
4N

67

Haph: AM3 LTO1 1:50,000 sheets 6756 I, 6757 I, III
Timd Zone: Hotel

Emloamm (9) D43 Disposition of Units Omlw to
RLP=7 After Action Report 165 (Opamtim ST Mn)

’ SR | ' _ C ENZLOSYRE (9




]

o
Fm.-
s

PO
N igu
-3

o

,ﬁ
é
5
!
/
, Vd
!i
S
TR
AL

!
LA

(f
|
"]
——
~
/
\
]
fe
14
e
A

3
“
¥4 I"— P
¢ '.’\ !
LAY

/ o
i \"\
“~i
{
LN /
,,:x/
i 2N
. ¥ 21
Gy
D
~
AN "‘\
RN
i Py
‘i }
1 o\
| S
s
;-’
E ..:‘

M(—)Z? /E*J

iaps: AMS 101 1350,000 sheots 6756 I, 6757 II, ILI
Time Zone: Hotel

imclosure (10) D+4 Disposition of Units Overlay to
RLTT After rction Report 1- bﬁ { Opexation ;*I.‘MLIT&)

MOLOSTS (10)

o

()}

e el e W A i 2 e L i i




we

LR

14

SRR Ay

G
e

i kg :
Boar x gt g
d M iy
N ;’;nm:f}g / !
3 i
3 i
i i
i
§

2,10

Maps: AMS LT0L 1:50,000 Sheets G756 I, 6757 I 530
Pime Zomes H '

HEnclosure {11) D+% Disposition of Units wrerleys G
RLP-7 Lfbsr sction Repors Lebs Unupavicon T RLITH)

Ty e LTI IRY )




Z3 i 2 T
»
Y
1 1
cy
4
e
SRR
3
)
I3

03

Japss £t VIOV usbf.oo:.s “heeis 6736 I, 8757 ki, &4
“‘:l.me bd i3 Hﬂtﬂl |

AnoLosuI (12) ertu of March of BLYL 1/7 Overlay to
RLT-T After :ction Heport 1-65 (Operation a.uvi.)

l..l..w..t.l‘-.l' .; .i.f...,.A ( £ .‘.’.'.)

S rm:




e 1 e e b

(1) Basod on the planned short duration of the wroblom, orevious ex-
nericnce, wnd Lnllconter av~ilability, nrisoners were ® evacuat.d diru-t
from tae battlions to the POY Stockade at Che Lai., There wosno rlan 4o
nve o cenbral stockade sithin the landin: force objective area. 4as nloined,
1is mystamworked satisfactorily for the first two davu. Honever, in thot -

peration STARLITE had been s=o successful during the first two day in dec-
"roy.ng the Viet Congs' main force lst Regiment, the decision was made io
cxtond the operetion and to ccnduc»zatho,oughaﬁarch ~f the arsa in order
o locate enemy weapons, stores, and items of intellisence value. then tho
operation was extended each day the number of priscners increzased L :ycad
that which had been predicted. A4s the availability of helicopters .as re- |
duced, the POWs increased, and as the duration .of the problem was further
eagonded ~attalions were no longer furnished adequate numbers of helicaplers
to hzndle their POWs. The POWs were then sent to the RLT CP. Althoush the
ALT Headquarters satisfactorily handled the POW situvation, it nevertihcless
strained the already overtaxed small tactical headgquarters, as the POWs
could rot be evacuated immediately, and as most POWs had to bhe retained over-
night. Based on the aforementioned method evacuating priscners inte Chu Tai, -

a. Prisoners 0 War

the MF Platoon organic to RLT-7 Headquarters, was assigned i~ the unde: strpngth"'
. BLT 2/4 as there was no planned use for. their services in th: RLT-7 CP com~

plex. Further, these MPs were retracted with BLT 2/4 on D+2.

2) Recommendation. That in an extended operation that provisions -~

be made by rerlmental or higher level for' collecting, safeguardlng, and
evacuation of POWs.by means in addition to helicopters. This is necessary

as there may be times thet helicopters cannot fly and times when other pri-
orities preclude evrcuation of POWg by hel‘copters. Also, due to frequent
movament of battalion command.posts, the battallon headquarters should seldom
be onymore than a way=-station,

b. Civial Affairs.

(1) Comiment. Due to the expected short duration of the operation, no
vrovisions were made in the planning phase for prolonged control, safeguard~
'ing, and welfare of the refugees. It was expected that civilians encountered
would. be screened for arms, etc., by the searching and clearing unit, and then

held in a temporary local cbllecting point. Initially, refugees were comtreolled

fed and provided with water by BLT Headquarters. later, however, this was ac¢-
complished for some unita by the RLT Headquarters. iforeover, this situation

wes complicated by the fact the first attempts .to cvacuate civilians front danger
arcas wes difficult as'tliey were. frightened end initially dlstrustful of . 3
Marines.

(2) Recommendation. Since it is reasonable to expect that ejvilisns
will alwnys be present on the Vieimamoco hattlefield, our policy of humane
treatmint of the civilian victims of war dictates that we be prepated to fead
and provide medical treatment. To facilitate this, it is recrumended that
civil affairs with an English speaking Vietnamese civil official accompany the
Benior headquarters on independent operations such as Operation "AT.:LITT,
These teams should be trained and equipped to provide food a:.d medical treat~-

~ment to civilians, so as to not drein the military resources that are designed

to support the operational forces,

1
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Ce Control of Civilian News Media.

(1) Comment. The planned duration of Operation "STARLITE"
was s0 short that had it ended as planned, undoubtedly no 00f1e3ﬂwnd—
ents/bhotographers would have been present during the operation. Vor
this reason, no provisions were made to control or brief them. Howefer,
due to the noteworthy success of the operation and its extended
duration, on D+2 newsmen began to arrive in the RLT-7 CP complex in
large groups. Although notice was given of their coming, thers was
no PIO or any one person available solely for them. Therefore,
the CO, S8-3, S-2, S-1, briefed small groups when their time permitted
and others wandered through the CP teking photos and gathering their
opinions from many persons with whom they talked.

(2) Recommendation. That arrangements be made for a liaison
officer from higher headquarters to accompany the operating unite.
It is recommended that this officer be aware of the Marine Corps
pelicy in dealing with the press. He could further advise the
subordinate units via the S-1 on the arrigal of the newsmen in thelr
ares and what information they are authorlzed to receive,

2. 52

as Prisoner Collection Activity and ITT Operations.

(1) Comment. Arrangements were made to use the 4th Marines
stockade at Chu Lei, as RIT-7 landed two days before the operation
and had no stockade of its owne As the operation was extended so was
the maghitude bf the prisoncr handling. In the absence of a central
colleoting point, control of prisoner collecting broke-downe. :

(2) Recommendation. That there must be established in the

' AOA e prisoner collecting point to which all prlsoners must be sent

without exception for initial interrogation by ITT. ITT results are
then immediately available to local commanders.

be Effective Utilization of Division.Reconnaissancé.

(1) Comment. The concept of Operation "STARLITE" precluded
employing division reconnaissance in their doctrinate role.

(2) Recommendations In rapid situations such as this, it is
necessary to employ more unconventional concepts. . Reconnaissance
porsonncl's special skills can be more fully utilized by employing
them in the search aspects of operations s often the infantry elements
move through a hamlet under conditions which do not permit a complete
search or neutralization of the area, Under these conditions
reconnaissance teams can follow in trace and prevent enemy sniping
from the rear and accomplishk more thorough search and destroy mlssioncn
Recomaissance units also have a demolition capability which can
amplify the search and destroy capability of the infantry.
Additionally, reconnaissance teems can be inserted into arcas of
likely enemy escape. With close soordination with the FSCC, fire power
can be brought to bear on specific targets as the enemy attempts
to escape.

.
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e, Direct Alr Suﬁ~ort Czonter.

(1) Commsnt. Since the RLT-7 Headnuarters landed in Viet Nam only two
days prior to commencement of rlanning and was not establisncd ashore the
division DASC had to bz satellited on the 4th Marincs FSCC, hence LWSC vas not
in the AOA or under t.c operational control of the Landing Ferce Commander
(LFC). Howcver, the USS BAYFIGLD (APA-33), which might have housed the DASC,
was not assigned as flagship until late D-1l. Since the DASC was eatabliched
and the operation was to secure in two days, it was felt that o lat: shift
would be inadviseable. Waile this was sufficient for the planned short term
oyeration, ‘it became unw1eldy as Operation "STJR ITE'" was extended up to seven
days.

(2) Recommendation. That the established doctrine of :stablisl.ing DASC
in the AOA under the LFC not be modified except in emergencies. 1In such cnses,
it may be adviseable to make the AOA a restricted air space, and place aircraft
in the air under control of the Landing Force Air Officer.

b, Tactical Situmtignl

(1) Comment. Duc o the notussity of speed of execution for Cperation
USTARLITE," only local forces were available to be employed. The initial re-
serve, the SLF composed of BLT 35/7, could not arrive in the ~O4 until the after-
noon of D-Day. As the enemy was trappud and forced to stand and fight on D~
Day, all Marine units became quickly engmged. As a rcsult, there were ine-
sufficient troops available to cover the RLT-7 zcne of ccticn to -»ovint all the
enemy from escaping from the encirclement on the night of D-Day.

(2) Recommendetion. Insert reconnaissance teams into areas of likely
enemy escape. wWith close coordination with the FSCC, fire power can be brought
to bear on the enemy as he attempts to escape from the battle area.

€. Destroy Operakions.

(1) Comment. Although it was anticipated that there would be a re~
quirement for demolitions in this search and destroy operation of the planned
duration, the fortificatiuns exceeded all expectations and emergency crders

went back to_Chu lai for addjfional demolitions, and the remainder of the en-

gineer “Eompér: e problem was extended, even more fortifications were
dincovered, and due to time and personnel ava1lable, not all fortifications
could he destroyed.

(2) Recommendation. That a destruction list be established mnch the
same as a priority of targets list.

(3) Prcblem. Due to its high detonating velocity, TNT was only margln-'

&llj satisfactory for destroying under;round structures.

(4) Recommendation. That the more suitable cratering charges, shape
ch. 5 nl bangolore torpedoes be used to destroy underground structures.
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T Tank and LVT Employment ) o iy

(1) Problem. The necessity of having elements of two diriorer. o
battalions resulted in the loss of the advantages of training tcogether and
working together. This was not unacceptable in planning, because the differzut
tank elements were supporting & different battalions, However, when these *o-v
different tank elements were brought together under hostile fire, immediate
coordination did not exist.

(2) Recommendation. That when it becomes necessary to employ combe..
support elements from different parent organizations, regardless of 1n1tlul ca-
ployment, that provisions be made for central control,

(3) Problem, In warfare such as this, where there are no front lines -

and no safe rear areas, encounter with the enemy must be expected at any tine
and any place.
|
(4) Recommendation. That units requesting non-air transportable
support from the '"rear" such as tracked and wheeled vehicles, provide the

necessary guides and security for their movement to the requesting unit.

S=ds
'a. Sugpgx

(1) Comment, Wnen orders were received for this operation, it was s
has been mentioned previously, planned that it would last 24-48 hours. Sugplies
and equipment were ordered, issued and stockpiled on that basis, utilizing &
safety factor of two days' extra supplies. As the original operation was so
successful, it was decided to extend it for the purpose pf meking a detailcd
‘search of the area. Additional supplies and equipment were ordered from the
Force Logistics Support Unit (FLSU) at Chu Lai op a daily basis,

(a) - Methods of Supply.

1 Originally, plans were made to supply BLT 3/3, the surface

lifted BLT, from the primary control ship{PCS) by means of helicopters and
amphibian tractors. The helilifted battalion, BLT 2/4, was to be supplied
entirely by helicopters from the battalion rear at Chu Lai. Supply from the FCS,
wherein the TAC-LOG was embarked, worked smoothly and efflclently.‘

2 When the operatlon was extended, there was soon a she*hgqe
of helicopters as thqy had been only scheduled for the original short period,
Consequently, BLT 2/4 could not be supported entirely by helicopters. The (S

then became the primary source of supply for both BLTs, Had the operatior lastec

as plamnmed, helicopters would have been a feasible method of supply., Resulting
from the extension of the operation and associated shortage of helicopters *+
became necessary to establish an RIT supply dump in the RLT-7 CP complex fu. all
units. This dump then maintained a two day supply of MIC rations, Class V wnd
a8 much water as could be stored. The BLTs were supplied fron this dump bty
helicopters amd LVI''s, This establishment and use of this dump saved much time
and effort since helicopters and tractors could be loaded faster from this dump
than they could from the PCS,

ENCLOSURE (13)
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Ve opmvallL o af vhe TACKLLDE.

Tar U oe Jorea suiplies ud*g ruecated on the samé ship oz
L3103, The PCE, the USS Cabildo {1CD-15), was utilized co that halicoptars.
cou ~ lwad ou the sug.:‘ ok and LVDn enikd swim aboard for surplics, ‘this
7 proved to be entrrmely efficient . Woth fLpplies embarken
on b2 LD, Loso tim: was Lost ss in the usual method of landing coranllt by
© 1L book, despite the slower speed of the LVIc as the LVIs were uoved “n-
uG Lo the RLT zapply dump and  frequently directly <o the user. )

et 0 rowns

(2) Recormendation,

(a) Tt ~f the situaticn permits, wsbwl: landi-o wirce su.oliss

(b) Thut the 7S he assigned as LVT haven. ,

(c) T.a3 an LSD with a superdeck be utilized ag »Co, und *has it:
kel platforn nct e used for lavi..:tJ force suvpplies and equipment.

(3) Comment. The supply of water proved to be the largest logliciirs
probien cncoxlocred. As there were not enough helicopters available to
wceompl” sh the supply missions, although therc were more water c-ns than
authoxuz »1 by TE, there was still a shorta;e of water cans end -ais Turther
corniicatad the problem. Units normally hola enough water c¢imsto carry two
gt~ ommof water per man day., This is inadequate in this ciir. te at fhis 4ate
or. fast moxlnb operations where trailers cannot be depioyed. dnolh~y problea
aggociated with water supply was collecting empty cans from the using unltss
Ove. 1500 gulionu of water per day were sup.:ied tc waits of the RiIT. T.:
PCS was used &3 the water point. For a consi.derable period of time cdurii-; the
sever Guays of the overation, the ship was forced to go on water nours bocsuse
cf the amount of water being furnished the RLT. OSome water was resupnlied by
helicopter, but thne “ulk of it was resupplied by LVT. A very efficient m.ihol

ol water resupply was developed. The LVTs were floated intio .the well deck

witl:- emoty cans loaded and open. A two-inch water hose was lowered invo the
tracteor cad the cans were filled in place w1thout kovring to manhandle them, thus

sav1rg orec1ouo time and manpower.

(4) ggcommendatigg,

(a) That any unit coming into Viet Nam and particularly in
opcracions cutside an enclave, bring encugh water cans to provide four palions
peo man per day. This will allow the kil dumps to stockpile water and cut
down cn chortages and avoid frantic resupply runs to water pcinis.

(b) That front line commanders be impressed with the fact that if
emj..y cans r re not collected and returned, that their units cannot be re-
suppliecd wita water. Along this line, llster bags can be employed where the
rituation permits. The water cans can be emptied into the lister bags and

retrrned in the same tramsportation that brought them.

b. Rattery Charger for BB-451 Battery.

(5) Comment Since the operation was expected to be ¢ short duration,
the bhattery charger for the BB-451 was not taken., £4s Operation ""STARLITE™
wis extended commnicetions suffered for lack of charged batteries.

5 . _ Enclosure (12) -
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(1) Re . nde’ 7m.

. (a) That a battery charger for the BB-451 be taken on
an operation regardless of its anticipated duration. ,

(b) That & pool of approximately 20-30 BB-45l's be set
up in the Chu Lai enclave. Under normal circumstances, the T/E
allowance im adequate but when a heavy demand for information is
placed on a unit conducting combat operations and the available
helicopters are already overburdened with casualty evacuations and

-other priority cissions, the normal supply of batteries becomes

totally inadequate, Since it is not envisioned that continual
operation would exist in the majority of operations conducted it

is not considered tu be economical to solve the problem by increasing .
the units' ellowance of BB-45l's,

c. PIQ5 Portable Public Address System.

(1) Comment. ' Bach battalion rates two PIQ5 Poxtable Public
Address Systems. It was found that this number is insufficient and
there should be enough PIQ5's available for platoon seaxrch and clear
operations. This will enable the searching units of platoon size to
inform civilians of their intention toc search houses and caves and
further enable the platoon to advise the civiliang of action to take.
Moreover this unit has multiple usage and can be used in training,
riot control, and in similar usages.

(2) Recommendatione

(a) To inorease the infa.ntry battalion allowance of
PIQ5's to 12 or one per platoon.

(b) Recognizing that the availabilty of interpreters
may not be that of the increased allowance, it is further recommended
thet prepared tapes be recorded to be used with the PIOS5 so that
interpreters will not be required for each address system and thus
enable the platoon to tell civilians -that they w111 not be harmed,
they will be fed, atc, :

d. Smoke Grenades.

(1) Comment. Before the operation began the Force Logistic
Support Unit FLSU at Chu Lai exhausted its supply of green and
yellow smoke grenades, which are essential items in the employment
of helicoptars. By the end of the first day the supply was exhausted.
A request to Logistic Support Group (ISG) brought sufficient supplies
by the end of the second day.

(2) Recommendation. That larger stocks of these items be

‘maintained at the FLSU in Chu lLei not only for operations such as

Operation "STARLITE" but also .for the use in defense of the enclave. }

e, Flashlights. . S - .
(1) Comment. 1t was ieammed on Operation "ﬁTaRLITE" that there

were not nearly enough flashlights. availabla in RLT allowance for searchiag .
. caves and tunne

(2) Recgmmendation. That at least one flamshlight per squad bo
made available for this purpose. _
6 SN sl (13)
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fe Medical Evacuation,

(1) Comment. Plans were to evacuate all minor casualties to the
battalion aid station (BAS) and all major casualties to Company B, 3d
Med cal Battalon, since it had a complete surgical team, Uhen the LE3
arriv.d on staiion off the landing beach, serious casuvalties were to be evacuate

ed to the LPH, Nevertheless, at one point when action wis at its greatest

‘ t.ere was a casualty overload at Company B because casualties were occuring

=0 fast that all wounded, whether slight or sorious, were takern to Company D.
Ior o short period after this, all cases, both serious and slight, wzare sent
to the BAS. .

(2) Recommendation. That helicopter crew chiefs erd : 1l medical per-
scnnel be briefed on evacuation plans prior  to the pwration rather than -ely
completely on corrsmen and smalli unit leaders who may aot he ]r'd’¢f ava:latﬁe
to provide guidance at the time of the medical evacuation.

g ﬁransportation.

(1) Problem. Initially no orgenic tramsportation was taken on the
operation. Reliance was placed on LVTs and helicopters. When the last ELT
entered the operation, wheeled vehicles were brought in. Because of poor
trafficability they were of negative value in that they prescnted a prODle
of having to be secured as well as prolonging embarkation.

(2) Recommendation, That a minimum of M-274 (mules) be taken or -
water resupply of companies and that a M=-274 be used by the RLT supply @ -}
for the staging of supplies in the helicopter landing zonme,

h. Maintenance.

(1) Problem, Due to the planned short duration of the operati-i,
no-aintenance services were provided for, and all material casualtiecs had
to be evacuated to the PCS.

(2) Recommendation, That on prolénged and large size  operations,
contact repair teams in all commodity fields should be stationed aboard the
PCS. For operationsof short duration that a maintenance float be utilized,

Ze Commynicationgs

a, Division Communication SOP.

(1) Commenf. The limited time available for planning result=d in a
requirement for a great amount of improvising;

(2) Recommendation. That improvising could be facilitated in +*-
future by the foTioﬁIng change to the present 3d Marlne Division commur. v:rions
operating proceduree.

-

(a) Assign unit radio call’ signs in accordance with JANAP 119,Not
all Nevalunits are in possession of the Comm-Elec Annex to C eration Order
321A-65, but they are in possession of JANAP's and ACPs. :

(b) Ube JANAP-195 circuit deaignators for assigned frequercies.

. -

g to frequencies also e
_ 7 ms Enclosure (13) . - |
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(4) Comment. The LVIP-5 Commsnd tractor provides sn excellent
operating facility for opsrations of short duration where the terrain re-
stricts the use of wheeled vehicles. However, it lacks the single side band °
oapablllty. ' :

A e e i

be LVIP=5 Command Tractor.

(2) Recommendation. Install a SSB radio in the LVTP-5 oommand
tractor to net with the AN/RRC-47 and AN/7RC-75.

6. Artillery,

- Organization.

(1) Problem. Initially a certain amount of confusion and uncertainty
in communications on the part of battalion lieison officers (INO) and forward
observers (FO) existed as a result of the changing battalions and having new
INOs and FOs from another artillery organization when the initial BIT's were
relieved. Their normally assigned frequencies.bmdto be changed in some cases
at the last minute and there was timelosé ' in promulgeting this information
to all the FOs: The fire support coordination center (FSCC) did it's best
to rectify this situation when relief of BIla passed through RLI" Headquarters.

(2) Recommerdation. That the frequency assignments of the 7th Marines
and. 4th Marines be studied for possible reassismment or reconcilliation..

b. Damage Assessment.

(1) Comment. Difficulty was exp‘éi-ienced in receiving damage assessment

- roports after each fire mission. There seemed to be reluctance on the part

-of the battalion LnOs and/or FOs to estimate oasualties. They often reported

the target "well-covered" but would not state that casualties resulted be-
cause they could not see any. :

: (2) Recommendation. That instruction be given to LnOs and FOs <'>n how
to eatimate casualties in damage assesament reports. . _
Go . C 8 - es

(1) Comment. On fast moving, short duration problems, a LVTP-5

comnend tractor is well suited for FSCC operations, especially due to the la.ok .
of time required to displace and its ability to funotion on the move, both on

land and in the water.

(2) Recommendation, That on operation such as this, a LVTP-S oonnnand
tractor be made available for the F§CC. '

44 Shgoicle Codes.

(1) Comment, RIF-7 originated shackle codes for subordinate field.
units on Operation "STARLITE" out of necessity. I¥' was necessary since PacFlt
KAC-138 series were apparently not available for issue to RLT-7. While this -
arrangement sufficed for field units, no provisions existed for communications’
between naval gunfire support ships until about D+4 (days), when the ships

were issued our codes, As a result, many items of information had to be trana-

mitted he Mourity riekxa.
e g oo ()




(2) Recommendation. That should a similar situation exist in future

operation not utilizing joint servic

e shackle sheets, provisions be made .

ensuring that NGF support ships that arc agsigned on short notice are

provided same.

Enclosure (17°.
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‘1. Following units participated in Assauif Phase of Operat;:lon Starlites

e OPERATION STARLITE

e . Marine Corps:
' (1) RLT 7 consisting of's

~ HqCo, TthMar R - S TR
A . Det, 3dBn(-) Rein, 1llthMar
' Det, Coi, 3dATBn
107MM Mortar Btry, 3dEn 12th Mar
Det CoA, 34 Am TracBan - :

. (2) BLT 2/4
. msS Co, 2dBn, 4th Max

- i 2d4P1t, Co G, 2d T™kBn

w5

| 2aP1t, Co B, 3dEngrBa
L Det, 3ibn, lothMar
Lo : ~ Pl MPCo, 3dMarDiv

L () B3/ S T TR,

& HES Coy 3dBn, 3dMar -

B Co's I, K, L, ¥ : o :
L i 3aPlt, Co A, 3dTKBn o : AR
e Plt, Co B, gd.ATm : A : '

C.l.ocui 0., 3aPlé (Rein), Co A, lstinTrachn

co e L 3dPLY, Co B, 3dEngrBn : :
... .7 Dety 3dBn, l2thMar
Det, lstBn, 12thMar

o o .(4) BLT 3/1 |
"' -, HaS Co, 3dBn, TthMar
Co's Il' Mo, I : i T, :;
. © 107mm Mortar Btry,. 3dBn, llthMar : Cp e
Lt 3aPlty Co Cy lstATBa o S
O 3dP1lt, Co Cy latEngrin

2 S o ~ ENCLOSUREL /)
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' Det, Co G, 1st SP Bn
Det, BMU-1 .
Det, Co C, 1st Med Bn
Det, 1st For Recon Co

Following units supported assault: . .

. a.

Marine Air

U UMAGe1L-

Ce

~ d.

£.

b

VMFA=513
VMFA=542

. MAG-12

VMA-311
VMA-225
™MA-21Z

HM-361 S : .
- HM=161

SIF

. HMM=163
MCISL

Marine Ground in Support at GIU IAI

1st Plt, 3d 155 Gun Btry; lst Plt, Btry K (SP), 4th Bn, 12th Mar;

FLSU #1. “1st Plt, 3d 8" How Btry (sp) FMF, Btry M 4th Bn, 11th Mar; )

Btry C, 1lst Bn, 12th Mar; Btry C, 3d thh Haf

Army Aviation Units: 7th Airlifs Pt I Corps Avn Co (Prov) with
UHLB; 220th Aviation Co with {1F.

Naval Gunfire. USS GALVESTON CLG 3, USS oamcx DD 886,. 0SS PRITCHETT

Air Force Units: m Air Commando Squad (Flareship)
ARVN: I Gorps interrogation toams.

ENGLOSTRE (1)

) 2d Plt, Co A, 7th MT Bn ,

o 3d P1t, Co C, 1lst Recon En
oo 3d P1t, Co B, 18t Tk Bn 1
' 3d P1lt, Co A, 3d AmTrac Bn o
Det, 1st FSR o

L
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4

f‘: 7.

.- ASRT (System-11)
'©. HDC/DASG frop MASS-2

.

'USS TALLADEGA APA 208

Following units joined during mop=-up oper&fiona beginning 200800H:

. &e Marine Corps::

Co K, 3d Bn, Tth Mar

BLT 1/17

H&S Co, lst Bn, 7th Maxr

CO'S .A, B, C,

Det, Co C, 1lst Med Bn T
¢o C (~) (Rein), 1st Engr Ba ,
Det, HqBn, 3d MarDiv o
co C (~) (Rsin), 1st Recon m

Det, 1st BEn, 9th Mar

Det, 24 Bn, 9th Mar . . ' '

_ be ARVN Units:

3dVN Merine Ban
2d Bn, 5lst Regt
~ Det, 3d Arm Pers Carrier Troop
‘. Co 3d& Bn, 5th Regt, 24 Div
1st Infantry Scout Dog F1l%, I COrpe
34th Art Bn, I Corps
21st Art Bn, 24 Div

Additional l'h.rino units engaged in support of both assault and nop-up:

MACS-9
VMGR-152
Det, VMGR=352

Us S. NAVY in SIFs . | e o

USS IWO JIMA LPH-2 '
USS POINT DEFIANCE ISD 31 : L

U. S. Navy which landed 7th Marines and BLT 3/31

USS BAYFIELD APA 33
USS CABILDO LSD 16
USS VERNON COUNTY LST 1161
ICU 1482 ! e T
LCU 1493 - | o
ARVN units blooking West of Highway one during operationt o

PF units of BINH SON District, 698th EF Co.

7
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Pl iy

. BLT 2[4

N3

. v33 Plat, Co G, 18t Recon 3n - o '
" .. Daty Hq Co, 7th Marines

PR
RERESA A

‘ .u DG*" ) B Lo

& "Chu Lai vs.etmm
‘ 170700 Aug 1965

_hnnex A (Task - Orgmizati ) to operation Order 123-65

- “Tima 7ones § & wot |
CRUT.7 o N col PEATROSS
D:t, I3 Co, 7th Marines ‘ , .!._"..h‘-;._;‘;,_,b.,«3‘-:' g
C> 3 (=) (Radm), 18t Tank Bn . ... = '~ .

Doty X Dn (=) (dein), 11th Harines” b
Det, CO A’ % mrao Bn \,l ‘JM lf‘“.af\}’.k fli.a '..t\) M a.'.'.',‘n !

W <
(S

" 2d Bn, 4th Marines
2d P1t, Co C, 3d Tank Bn. =~
24 Plt, Co B, 3d Engr Bn " -~
Det, 3d Bn, 12th Marivnes

o

3d Bn, 3 Ma.rines ; '

3d Plat, Co A, 3d Tank Bn i
3 Platy, Co By 3d AT Bn = T e

3d Flat (Rei.ns Co Ay lst Amtrac Bn j R

3d Plat, Co By 3d Engr Bn N

Det, 3d Bn, 12th Marines '

Det, lst Bn, 12th Mjrines

Det, ImT IR

m:r 3/7
34 Bn, 7th Marines
.Btry I, 3d Bn, 11th Marines . )
107mn Mort Btry, 3d Bn, 1ith Marines .
4 Plat, Co C, ist AT Bn oo
- %d Plat, Co C, 1st Engr Bn
24 Plat, Co A, 7th MT Bn

3’. Plat, Co B’ ist Tank Bn
3d Plat, Co A, 3d AnmTrac Bn

- .,Dat;, "3d Dental Co, FMF -
‘Dot 1st FSR
Dat, Lo C, 1st Sz Bn

.. Doty, cgll Plat, Co C, 1st Med Bn
‘Det, 1st Foroa Recon 00, FHF

. S ' B il
I ST As | ot L.
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RLT~7 AFTER ACTION REPORT (OPERATION STARLITE)
Concept of Operatlon Overlay , S
D.Day Operations Ashore Overlay
D+) Operations Ashore Overlay
D+2 Disposition of Units Overlay
D+3 Disposition of Units Overlsy

(
(
§
2 D+$ Disposition of Units Overlay

Route of March 1st Bn, 7th Marines Overlay

| ‘1. Nome of Operation. Operation 3tarlite, A sesrch and olear opoimtxon
in the VAN TUUNG Village Complex, o » _ | R

2. Dite of Operation. 17M0CH to 24ZL0CH August 1965,

W3 O\ FLu N
et s

Al

3. Loastions VAN TUONG Village Complex; BINH 50N Districtj Q@ANG NOAL .
 Province South of the CHU LAl Enclave in the vicirity of North of B-W Grid . * ;
" Line (BS 92), Bast of the -3 Grid line (B8 67) and South of E-W Grid line ]

(85 98)s ) | |
. :wmm Co-ntiuu Officer, 7th Marines, _ .
.5 Roportdng 0fficers Colonel O Fe PRATROSS, Commanding Officer, 'm'f y

Marines. A L R _
4 Harine Corps Oround Urdts.

. (1) RI<7 consisting ofi
., HqCo, 7tk Narines
Det Co B (Rein), 1st Tank Ba - i

A : : .
' '.'.."'.J'!

. Det, % Bn () (Rein), 11th Marines . ' L,

Det, “A. p - AT Bn
107w Mortar Btry, 34 Bn, 12th Marines

Det, liq Bn, ) Marine Diviglon - R
N Det, Co A, 3 NalraoBa . | .
() mr2m oo

HAS Co, 24 Bn, b Narines

. » : . H s ! . " §
; Vol N '.": ELEAY "-«'{ e Ny
a : ’

D+4 Disposition of Units Overlay ,




.. . Co'sB,0,H

7 T 24 P18, Co B, 3 Tank B
) 24 Plt, Co B, 3 Engr Bn
o Det, 3d Bn, 12th Marines

. . Pt'up.Co, 2 Narine Divisien

e CLECI i
M8 Co, 3 Bn, M Karines
Co'sI, K, L, N S . B
MPib, CoA, 4 TemkBa - .
P13, Co B, 34 4% Bn_ |

L T amy (m).cn. mu‘mh

.. am,CoB, M Bngrin -

770 Deby 34 B, 12th Marices .
Dot, lst Bn, 12th Marines . ¢
Det, 107, Wb Marivess

(b) BT 37

‘88 Co, % B, 7th Marines
o Co's L, X, x

. Btry I, X Bn, 11th Harines |

107mm Mortar Btry, 3d Bn, n‘h Narines

B A Pit, Co Go, 1ot AT Bn ’-

1 Pit, Co G, 1st Bagr "Bln".'?."

Mme, G0 A TRMIBD

. * 34 P14, Ce G, lst Reeon Bn -

. 34 P18, Co B, Jet Tank Ba LA

i
ok -
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P
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| 3d P1t, Co A, 3d wm_Bn
Det, 1ot FSR oy
Det, Co C, 1st SP Bn - .
Det, BMU-1 _
Det, Co C, 1st Med Ba .- .
Det, 1st Foroe Reoon Co =

Te Supporting Foroos.

‘as Following Unite supportod nuult. St

(1) Marine Alr RETEA
KAG-11

| VHPA-42
Cwalm
U m0aé
Commsa
R

MO2 . L

wea

(2) Marine Ground Units lupporunc the oponu.on from within the

CHu LAI ‘m“‘.

L
] 1)5 Bery §SP), PP
n/l/ | 3

N /éfy%,.,éﬁy,.wf

mA’ﬂ’ . "‘."l. . '\. W x
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i P1t Btry K, 155 How (SP) Btry, 4th Bn, 12th Marines

sy #1
(3) Army Aviation Units. |
7th Alrlist Plt, I Corps Avn Co (Prov) with UHLB

2204k Aviation Co with O1F
(4) Naval Gunfire, .
0SS GALVESTON GLO 3/
USS ORLECK DD 886
uss PRITCHETT DD 56 y
| (5) Ar Force Units. o
1 Ar Commando Squad- (¥lareship) -
(6) ARV, \
I Corps Intomg:ﬁon Temms

", Yollowing units joined durins mop-up operstions beginnirng 2008000,

\

(1) Marine Corps.
* oK, 4 Bn, 7th Marines
CBLT 1/7
1S Co, 1st Bn, 7th Harines

I

Co's A, B, C, D e
Det, Ha Bn, 34 Marine Diviglon . )
¢o © (-) (Rein), 1ot Bagr Bn
(@ ARV Units,
% VN Marine Bn
"2d Bn, Slst Regt
Det, 3d Arm Pers Carrier Troop
Co, % Bn, Sth Regt, 24 Divislon
16t Tnfantsy Seout Dog FAt, T Corps
v N

R
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J4th Arty Ba, I Corps

21et Arty Bn, 24 Division
., Additional Marine unite engaged in support of both assault and mop-upe.
VMOR-152
Det, VHOR-352 S
ASRT (8ystm-11) : ’)‘.; . -
l%mc/msc Lrom MASS-2'\: -

\'\.

d, U. 5. Havy Amphibiou Gronp. Intuul Assault ,.
\ USS BAYFLELD APA 33 , | -
uss cmx.nox,sn 16 '\‘-.:x;\;, S |
USS VERNON COUNTY. 1ST ué . a o |
1oy w2 ‘i," W.‘,- R - -
. U. 5, Navy in SLFy S ' | :
USS IWO JIMA LPHe2 » |
USS POLNT DEFIANCE LSD 31 N
| USS TALLADEGA APA 208
£f. ARVN units bloocking West of Highway Onc during oporauon.
P? units of BI.HH BON | Dj.ctrtot. 698th RP Co -
go Task l‘omg- R ‘\-
T - oy ""'ﬂk;,_;.g,
2P 78 S L : e
' %6 78.5
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G 76,2 . , Do
6 76.5 | ' i
h. Employment of Supporting Armms, ' '

(1) Artillery.

(a) Artillery consisted of the 107ma Mortar Battery, 3 Bn '
12th Marines, helilifted into a position vie (BS €52973) and Batbery K lsp). ;
kth Bn, 12th Marines, 'located in sn advanced position vie (BT 605018)., Ade ;
ditional batiories providing fire from their firing positions within the
CIlU 1LAT enclave included Battery C, 1lst Bn, 12th Harinas, Battery M, 4th
Bn, 11th Marines, the 3d 155 Gun Bat.tory (SP), MF, and the lst platoon,
3d 8" Howitzex Bo.ttery (SP)¢ FMF. The 3d Bn, 12th Marines controlled a1l = = =
artillery firos through an advanced FDC located in the vicinity of Battery Ty
K. The 107um Hortar Battery made one displacement on 20 August 1965 to a Lo
firing position within the RLT7 CP perimoter, vicirity (BS 705928). This . )
displacement was necessary to support eontinued. operations to the south and
provide cover for the eventual retraction of units ovcr the boaoh. Artillery
vas available throughout the operation.

(b) Artillery fired 192 ninionu ™ rollm:

. b Mistelweddon, | B
. & ?xﬁopi entrenched . .° 8
« k. ‘Trbo;;a in open 10
g+ Bullt up areas R
| de Fortiﬁoation ' [
8¢ Weapons and Bquipment 8 o o 4
£, Suspected VG 20 R
2o Px_‘cpmtiona , : 7 14
3. K:;msaing and Interdiotion \ 84
b, Marking obm.ntratt.om \ 36

(¢) Total mumber of rounds fired were 3,040, broken down by
htt.ory as Sollwn '

" ke 107m Mortar n.tm;. 3/12 . oy
e Battery G, 312 - ° 176
.‘1. Battery K, M1z 0 179

e .
R y .,
e ‘
.




4, Battery ¥, 4/11 o ' 190
5. 34 155 Gun Biry (SP) - 179
§. Plt, let 8" How Btry 19

(d) A aummary of obesrved enemy casuslties is as followss:
- VeXIA 116
2 YVC WIA 15

(2) (Adp.

(a) Air support for STARLITE began with landing rone preparation
by Ab-C's and E's, and F4B airoraft of the 1lst Marine Adrcraft Viing from 0615

- to 0730, Sixteen sorties delivered 13.5 tons of bombs, four tons of napalm

snd 1,600 rourds of 20mm in the vicinity of the landing sones prior to Lehour,
Fixed wing support was provided throughout the day with seventy-eight sorties,
and upon occasion strikes were called within fifty yards of friendly positioms,
Three Army UHLB armorsd helicopters also provided additional sir cover on
D~dsy, Hore than 500 hslicopter sorties were flown in:il-day support as 800
pasgengers and twenty tons of cargo were landed,

"(b) Fixed wing cover was sontinuous throughout ths operation
from 17 August to 241200 August when the operation secured, Day and night
F4B or Al aireraft were on a constant airborne alert status, with fifteen

_and thirty minute strip alerts provided as a backup,

() On 20 August, Army AO<OLF Mohawks began to provide infra-red .
coverage of thie operation arsa during the hours of darkness, thus augmenting
the VMO reconnaissance oapabllity and providing twenty-four hour battlefield
surveillance, ' , o

(3) Hayal Guafire.
(a) Naval gunfire support for Operation STARLITE was provided

' by one light ocruiser (CLG) and two destroyers (DD), A1l ships remained on

station throughout the oparation. Two shore fire control parties vers eme - !
ployed during the operation, The USS GALVESTON (CLG-3) was initially |
sssigned in direct support of BLT 3/7 and the USS ORLECK (DD-886) provided =~ -
support for BLT 3/3 amd 1/7 after the former's relief, The USS PRICHETT .
(DD-561) was also available for direct support of elther battalion. Ship
assignments for units were changod daily to equalire ammurnition consumption o
and to destroy or nsutralise targets requiriing the USS GALVESTON's 6%/47 = |
battery. : o

(b) Fire support ship stations were also changaed continuously
throughout the operation to meet a variety of sdtuations in relation to troop

- movenents, target locstions, and terrain features, Providing optimum gun

target lines and occasional relief for re-arming and refueling were primary
considerations and both were accomplished with dmiwum difficulty, At first

o t. B v
Ve [ ?’




1ight on tha 19th, the USS GALVESTON and the USS ORLEK had expended nearly
their entire allowances of illumination projectiles, This resulted from the
necassity of providing econtinuous 4llumingtion in the area of the disabled
LVT's, The USS ORLEK also discouraged VC attempts to escape by ssa, by ro=
porting the action of five sampans and damaging two. All fires vere delivered
in an accurate, timely and effective manner for both close and deep support
missions, Total naval gunfire ammunition expended on this cperation is as
followss - .

wit
‘\.‘

1. 6"/47 High Capaecity o 563
2, $"/38 M0 | k6
3. Mlmntton a7
b, WP 82

Total rounds 1,562

8. Intelligence. Intelligence prececding Operation STARLITE indicated

that a large Viet Cong force in ths VAN TUONG Village complex was preparing
to attack the CHU LAI enclave, From prior intelligence, this force was boe
1igvad to include the First VC Regiment (Main Force) and a company from the
52d Battalion (local force). The 1lst VC Regiment is composed of the 60th,
80th and 90th Battoalions, however the 80th Battalion had not been confirmed
as being in the area, The 40th and 45th Battslions vere also believed to be
in the area, as well as an unidentifi-d heavy weapons company. The capa~

bilities of this force, particulary when sugmented by the heavy weapons cospany,

wers such a great and impending threat to the CHU LAl enclave that the
Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force (MAF), diractod that a come
bined amphibious and hellcopter-borne attack be executed immediately in the
VAN TUONG Village Complex to cordust a search and destroy operation against
the Viet Cong. ’

9+ Mimsion. To destroy Viet Cong Forces in the VAN TUONG Village Complex,

10, Concept of Operation.

a. To land by helicopter and/or amphibious means to block, fix and
destroy Viet Cong forces in the area. Upon completion of this mission, ree
tract by helicopter and/or smphibious mesns. Minimum prep fires will be cone
ducted to protect the element of surprise. Operations will be conducted in
three phaz);ess (Ses enclosure (1) Concept of Operation Overlsy to Operation
STARLITE, - ‘

" (1) Phase I - Imitial Assaults. -
(2) Phase II = Operations Ashore. -
(3) Phase IIX « Retraction. . |

8




11,

Execution.

a, MT-7, consisting of BLT's 3/3, 2/4, with 3/7 avallable as a reserve
afloat, and RLT~7 Headquarters, was activated and assigned the mission. On
st 1965 the participating units were alerted to Operse

the evening of 16 Augu

tion STARLITE. BLT 3/7, afloat as tha Special Landing Force (SLF), was
alerted by nessage to rendezvous in the Amphibiocus Objective Area (AOA) and

assuma the mission as RLT Reserve,

Singe RLT«7 Headquarters had landed ade

ministratively in Viet Nam only two days before, the facilities of the 4th
Marines Headquarters were utiliged for planning. The battalion and regimental
staffs acsembled with supporting arms representatives and on the morning of the -
17th, tha operation, adminlstrative and embarkation orders were completed
and distributed,

b. The operation comminced on D-1 at 171000H when M/3/3 departed the
CiiU LAT area by LVT for subsequent overland foot march to ocoupy a blocking
position in the northern sector of the Amphibious Objective Area prior te

Hehour and D-day at (BS 683971),

3/3 eommenced embarking sboard the following ships:

(1) USS BAYFIELD (APA«33) ~ RLT~7 Hesdquarters

(2) USS CABILDO (LSD-16) = BLT 3/3

(3) USS VERNON COUNTY (LST.1169) = BLT 3/3
0. AV 180600H. HMMa261, 361 and BLT 2/4, less Company F, which remained

in position on the CHU LAIL perimeter, were staged at the CHU LAI Airstrip.

Prior to H-hour, two of the following fire support ships (FSS) arrived in
the AOA and took station. S

(1) USS GALVESTON (CLG-6)
(2) USS ORLECX (DD-886)

(3) 'Tho USS PRICHARD (DD-571) arr’ivefl on D+l,

At 171400H, RLT-? Hesdquarters and BLT

"d. On the morning of D-day, at Hehour (190630), attack sircraft from the . : |

18t Marine Airoraft Wing (FMAW

e. BLT 2/k commenced landing as followss

(1) 1st Waves
(2) 24 Vaves

. (3) 34 Vaves
(%) Mmh Waves

L2 ELUE at Lehour (E+15)
LZ WHITR at L+25

LZ RED st L4+50

L2 WHITE st L+60

9

commencad preparation of landing zones RED,
WHITE and ELUE while Companies I and K of ELT 3/3 landed abreast at GREEN -
Beachs (Ses enclosure (1) for the Concept of Operations Overlsy.)



£. The original plan was to land as followss
(3) Company B in LZ WHITE at Lehour.
(2) Company H in LZ BWE at Lehour,
(3) Company G in L% RED at 1425,

g» The original plan was based on a helioopter avallability of 40 | :
UH-34's but alterations as shown sbove were necessary dus to only 26 helie o
copters being available,.

he The command and control elements of the RLT-7 Headquarters landed at
GREIN Beach at 180730H., By 1200 tha CP was established at (BS 706925), and
bafore the end of the day, housed not only the command post but the logistie
support and resupply camplex for the operation. (See enclosure (2), D-day :
Operations Ashore Overlay.) Additionally I/3/3 (in the ad?acent Zone of 4
Action on the right) encountersd heavy fire from AR CUONG (2) ard requested :
and received permission to eross over into the BLT 2/4% Zone of Action to
sacure the village. In the trace of these two incidente involving heavy v ,
easualties, five LVI's carrying supplies from the RLT.7 CP complex to ELT o
3/3 were ambushed at 181255H in the vicinity of (BS £98932). L

i. Tha five LVT's were accompanied by two flame tanks requested by the TR
CO of ELT 3/3 for use by I/3/3, Ona of the flame tanks returned to the K
Regimental CP complex which was only & few hurndred meters away, and ree -
ported the gmbush, _

J« A rolief force, sonsisting of slements of BLT 3/3 rear CP, five LVIig, h
five Ontos and one gun tank set out to relieve the halted column, but en= S
oountered heavy fire prior to reaching thelr objective. One LVT was dise o
abled and the gun tank did not fire becauss of friendly troops in the targst
area. This relief force, under the Executive Officer of BLT 3/3, was located =
in the RLT-7 CP complex, The X0 of BLT 3/3 was directed to take I/3/3 to -~ - .
relieve the LVT columng, This new relief force started at 181305, but became - .-
engaged in a heavy fire fight at (BS 703927) at 181400, The enemy's heavy
weapons (3.5" FL, 57mm RR, and Slmm Mortars) firing across the opsn ground .
prevented I/3/3 from locating the relieving column, but it did looate the 3d
Platoon of H/Z?‘o nsarby. , ,

ke These attacks resulted in the KLT Commander temporarily halting the
attack and requesting the landing of BLT 3/7.

1, At 181600H, L/3/7 landed at (BS 708927) and was assignsd the operational
control of BLT 3/3. Reinforced with two tanks, L/3/7 was assigned the mission . n
to juncture with I/3/3 at (BS 700930)., Before effecting juncture with 1/3/3, L
L/J;? became engaged in a heavy fire fight at 181845H (BS 702926) in an . g
attempt to crose the open ground, This situation prevented L/3/7 from oo
reaching I/3/3. In this action L/3/7 received & KIA and 14 WIA. Although -
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juncture was not effected with I/3/3, L/3/7 loeated the LV2's and flame tank
but could not advance to them, However, L/3/7 relieved sufficient pressure
from I/3/3 to enable it to bresk contact. 5Since it was well after dark, L/3/7
was directed to move to the 3/3 CP and arrived st 19013CH, I/3/3, and the

2d Platoon of H/2/4 returned to the KLT-7 CP complex, arriving at 1905008, . .
and were assigned the misslon to provide securlity for the Regimental CP

complex and GREZN Beach respestively. X/3/7, which had been heli:lifted to

the FLT-7 CP complex at dusk on the 1B8th to provide gecurity was relisved of
the security misslon, At 190025H, M/3/7 landed at GREEN Beach, ‘

‘®, On the morming of 19 August, BLT 3/3 resumed the attack to the north.
dsst at 0700, and BLT 2[4, less H/2/4, attacked at 0800. At 0900, BLT 3/7 (=)
composed of Companies I and H, attacked to the northwest near the center of
RLT-7's Zone of Action and secured the area of the LVT/flama tank column,

All personnel present were brought out and plans were executed to evacuate
the LV 's and tanks. During the afternoon both BLT's 2/ and 3/3 reached the
coast, During this time escape by the YC to seaward had been blocked by

the fire support ships, (See enclosure (3), D+l Operations Ashore Overlay.)

\

ne On 20 August, BLT 2/4% was heli<lifted back into its normal position
in the CiU LAI Enclave, The rsturn trip of the helicopters from the CIU LAL -
Enolave was utilized to 1ift BLT 1/7 into the ELT 3/3 area at (BS 717942),
BLT11/7 relieved BLT 3/3, and BLT 3/3 was retracted by surface craft from
GREEN Beachs (Upon retraction of BLT 3/3, L/3/7 was returnsd to BLT 3/7
control.) Companies A, B, D, the Battalion Commard Group and 50% of
Company C were heli-liftcd into the area vic (BS 7179%2), The remainder of
Company C was heli-lifted to the Regimental CP complex. The balance of the
company moved ovar land close to the CP at 2021004, C/1/7 was to provide
sacurity not only for the logistics installations, helicopter landing zone
and command post contained in the RLT.7 complex, but aleo security for GREEN
Beach, Prior to completion of the heli-lifts, T/AORs were assigned and both
BLT 1/7 and 3/7 were assigned the mission to conduct search and clear operations
within their TACRa to confirm the VC KIA eount, collect any material of ine
telligence value and to eliminate VO resistance that might remain in the area.

- (8ee enclosure (%), D+2 Disposition of Units.)

os On 23 August (D+3), BLT's 1/7 and 3/7, in execution of their missions,
conduoted battalion size search and clear missions. During the oourse of these
operations, engineers were employed to destroy many of the caves, tummels and ,
fighting positions in the area. BLT 3/7 conduoted its operations in the hemlet
complex of AN THOI ¢1) and NAM YEN (3). Companies moved out on foot except
for L/3/7 widch was heli-lifted. M/3/7 received sporadic small arms fire,
which was BLT 3/7's only contact with tha VC, ELT 1/7 comsentrated their
efforts in the hamlet complex of VAN TUONG., A/3/7 moved out on foot to
gearch and clear VAN TUONG (2), and D/1/7 to search and elear VAN TUONG (5).
On the way to its objective, D]l[? encountered sniper fire from vie {BS 715912 )
but received no casualties. MNone of the companies ensountered organised re~
Biltﬁm.!‘l e _,... - ) I
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p. At 211800H, ¥/3/7 relleved C/1/7 as security for the RLT«7 CP gomplex

~ and GREEN Beach. (See enclosure (5) for the D+3 Disposition of Units Overlay)

ge On 22 August, BLT 3/7 received a new mission to econduct a reconnsise

" sance in force to determine the presence of organiszed VC and to destroy any.

VC encountered in 1line of hills from (BS 690905) to (BS 690870). To further

" support this mission K/3/7, the last unlt of the landing forve to come ashore,

was landed from the SLF at 220630H, All companies moved out on foot in an
approach march, I/3/7 on the right, L/3/7 on the laft, with K/3/7 in reserve

 following in trace to (BS 690870), where BLT 3/7 established defensive positions
~ for the night. - X : ,

r. BLT 1/7 continued its operation in the VAN TUONG complex, All

companies repcrted receiving smper fire, B/1/7 fired on 3 VC at (BS 707937)s

One VC was wounded and evacuated to Company B, 3d Medical Bn. A/f1/7 killed
8 VC at (BS 703937) while conducting its sesrch and clear operation of VAN
TUONG (3). (See enclosure (6) for the D+ Disposition of Units Overlay.)

8. On D+5, 23 August, BLT 1/7 was slerted to conduct, on the 2l4th of
August a reconnaissance in force adross the TIUNG PHAN Peninsula, At 2312008,
BLT 1/7 eommenced moving &ll equipment that was not desired for the overland
movement to GREEN Beach for gubsequent embarkation and movemant by ship. In

" eontiming 4ts search and olear operations, BLT 1/7 reported the search of

VAN TUONG (4) had been completed. B/1/7 made contact with an urnknown number

. of VC in oaves (BS 698955) and three VCS were captured. At 231600H, BLT
1/7 secured their search and clear operations, .cormenced movement of all other

remaining equipment to GREEIN Beach and prepared for its new miesion,

t. By 2318001 RLT-? Headquarters displaced from (BS 72528) to GREEN
Beach and subsequently to the USS BAYFIELD (APA-33) by LVT's, Supporting
arms representatives and the Regimentsl Communications Officer, in conjunction

+wd.th the section of Amphibious Squadron 7 activated the Supporting Arms Cone

trol Center (SACC), (See enclosure (7) for the D+5 Disposition of Unite
OVQI'IWQ) '

v. On 23, and the morning of 2% August, BLT 3/7 conducted search and i
¢lear operations in the previously mentioned 1line of hills, This operation - -

~ was conducted by a series of ground sweeps supported by blocking caspanies
-which were heli-lifted into position 500 to 1,500 meters in aivance of the

sweephng companies, During the courss of the swesp of this hill mass, over .

80 YC were ecaptured and 13 VC were killed in action. HNumbrous fortifications

and training sites were destroyed, as well as VC equipment. At 241400H,
BLT 3/7 was directed to cease search and clear operstions and to return to
GREEN Beach to reembark prior to dark. The last elemonis of ELT 3/7 weres
ambarked by 241900H and the ELT resumed its mission as 8LF,

¥v. On the moming of 2k August, PLT 1/7 began the overland march through
the TRUNG PHAN Peninsula to destroy any enemy encountered., (See enclosure
(8), Route of March of BLT 1/7.) During the march, the fire support ships




 barked, vworked smoothly and efficiently,

maintalned etation advancing at sea parallel to the advancing column to
support the DLT with Naval Gun fire Af necessary. Maintalning progress with
the BLT ashore were two LCU's preloaded with tarks, to be larded if hoavy
enemy resistance was encountered., The USS BAYFIELD, with its SACC in full
operation also sailed parallel to the advanca of BLT 1/7. While on the mareh,
BLT 1/7 was supported by helicopters that delivered water and rations, as
well as evacuating heat casualties. At 241700H, BLT 1/7 reached its pickup
int (BT 630021) near the mouth of the SONG TRA BOKG and embarked aboard
Vi's. Movement of the LVI's from CHU LAL was coordinated so as to arrive at
the beach near the SOIG TRA BONG with the arrival of the BLT., Upon return
to its area in the CHU LAI Enclave, ELT 1/7 assumed the positions of the
34 Battalion, 3d Marines in the TAOR, .

we Operation STARLITE was completsd when the lach elements of RLT-7
Headquarters landed at CIlU LAL at 241100H, = . ~ o

32, Reswlte, . . o
a.'.&ﬁﬁﬁe,‘ usMCfusN 0 YG ‘ . - ‘
o KIA - 45 . KIA « 688 L
DOW - ‘6 © WIA = 263 (Estimated) -
WIA - 204 - VG - 9 o
V&8 - 25
WEAPONS ~ 109
B Be Sugplx.
(1) Comment. Supplies and equipment were orderad, issued and stocke

piled for a plamed operation of 2448 hours., A safety factor of two days e
extra supplies were loaded as Landing Force Supplies. Additlonal supplies :
and equipment were ordsred from the Force Logistics Support Unit (FLSU) at-

CHU LAI on a daily basis for the detailed sesrch of the area.

(a) Methods of Supply.

3+« Resupply of ELT 3/3, the surface lifted BLT, was from the
primary eontrol ship (PCS) by means of helicopters and smphibian tractors.
The heli-lifted battalion, BLT 2/4, was resupplied by helicopters from the
battalion rear at CHU LAI., Supply from the PCS, wherein the TAC.LOG was em=

"~ 2+ When the operation was extanded, the PCS than becams the
primary source ol supply for both BLTs, Helicopters would have been a feasi-
ble method of supply had the operation lasted the planned 24-43 hours. The
extension of the operation and ths associated shortage of helicopters necessie |
tated the sstablishment of an RLT supply dump in the RLT-7 CP somplex for all , ‘

|

. units, This dump meintained a two day supply of MCI rations, Class ¥ and a8

>




much vater as could be stored., The BLTa were supplied rapidly from this dump
by helicopters and LVTs,

(b) Operation of the TAC-LOG., The USS CABILDO (LSD.16) (PCS) -

was the source of resupply where helicopters could land on the superdeck

ard LVTs could swim aboard for supplies. This method of resupply proved to
be extremely efficlent, and less time was lost than when landing supplies hy
small boat, desplte the slower speed of the LVTs., The LVTs were moved ine

" land to the RLT supply dump and frequently directly to the user,

(2) Regommendation.

: _ (a) .That 4f the situstion pemit's. enbark landing force supplies
on the PCS, ) - : _

(b) That the PCS bd:;assigned as LVT haven,

| (o) That an LSD with a superdeck be utilized as PCS, and that its . .
‘helo platform not be used for landing force supplies and oqm.pment. ‘

(3) Comment., The resupply of water proved to be the largest logisties
problem encountered, Units normally hold enough water cans to sarry two gale
lons of water per man per day., This is inadequate in this climste on fast
moving operations, Some water was resupplied Ly helicopter, but the bulk ot
it was resupplied by LVT. :

: (k) Recommendation, That the various methods of transporting water -
(Ls8, H=l07 Trailer in LVT; 4inflatsble water contsiner in LVI; organie "
transportation; eta,.) be oxplored in the plaming phase and that several "
alternatives be available in the final plan draft, ;

b. Maiptenance.

(1) Eggblem. Due to the planned short durstion of the operation, .
no maintenance gervices were provided for, and all material casualties had
to be evacuated to the PCS, )

(2) Resommendation. Planning phase should includa the various
methods of providing repairs/replacements of major items of equipment
(naintonanoo floats; repair teams; what level; location; etc.).

e. ladigal Evmeuation,

(1) Comment. Plans were made to evacuate all minor casualties to
the battalion aild station (BAS) and all major casualties to Company B, 3d

Medical Battalion, which has a coxplete surgical team. When the LPH arrived :
on station off the landing beach, serious casualtics were to be evacuated to =~ |
the LPH. When the aotion was at its greatest, there was a casualty ovarload }
at Companw B because cuualuea were oceurr&ng rapi.dly. .

S
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gmall boat coxwains, corpsmen, small unit leaders, etc.) should be briefed
on the procedures and methods of medical evacuation. WIA's must be moved to

relatively secure areas for helieevasuation. Flans should include alternste .
‘nmedical facilities, 4f available, to process tla overlead of oasualties. '

d, Iransportation.

' (1) Problem, Inii.ially no organio "ix’zansportntion was tsken on the
operation, Reliance was placed on LVTs and helicopters. When the last BLT -

entered the operation, wheeled vehicles wers brought in. Thay wers. of nega=

tive valus becusse of poor trafficabllity, -

e, Communi cations.
(1) Comment, The basic reference (Div Op Order 321A-65) was not

distributed to all participating ships, aireraft and ground units. Communie

1

cations personnel were obliged to improvise after execution commencad P

- (2) Rommmer_x_gégigg. All Naval, Air Foroe and Army units hold -
JANAP 119 and 195, These publications should be the guide for unit call
signs and frequencies/designators. o

(3) Commept. The LVIP-5 command tractor does not have the capability

to net with single side band equipments)

(4). Rego: stion., Install a sirgle eide band radlo capable of N

netting with the AN/PRCAZ. - -
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(2) Roecommendation, All personnel (including helicopter erew chief, - |
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