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l'. -In accordance with reference (a), this report is submitted. 
' 
. '• ':,,:."'!.?,J\DED UNCl.ASSl~iD BY Unit: 

Streng.th: 451.3 ,:1~~ DOD Dlll~200. 1 R . 
.n 1<4U£J?:;t. .. ON~¥:°XL5'L 

Time: 171000H - 242].00H August 1965 

.Pl.ace: Van Tuo:gg Village Complex; Binh Son District, Qµ.a.ng Ngai Province 
south 0£ tho Chu Lni cnola.w • · 

Casual. ties : Friendly: KIA-46 WIA-204 DOW-5 
Jhe~: . nA~88 WIA-263 (eat) 

(~ludes U5 est) 

2~ As the ~lave defense forces s.t· Chu Lai had not been of adequate strength 
to ·consider attaokin€ a Viet Cong {VC) regimental sized unit outside but near­
by the enclave, tbis·was made possible llpon the arrival of RLT-7,· consisting 
of Headquarters, BLT 1/7 and with BLT 3/7 afloat nearby as the SLF. 
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S:he capabilities of. .. this force,. particularly when a11t;':'!}ented by the heavy 
wea:pons company, were such a grea..t and impend.:i.ng threat to the Ohr. Lai enclave 
that the Commanding General,' III Marine Amphibious Force (MAF), directed that a. 

. oombined amphibious and hel~copi;erborne- a.tta.a,lc be executed immediately in the 
. Va.n Tuong Village complex 'to conduct a s.e~h and destroy operation against the 
Viet .Cong. RLT-7, consisting of BLT 1s 3/3, 2/4, with 3/7 available as a reserve 
afloat, and RLT-7 Headquarters, was activated and assi€,ned the mission. On the 
.evening of 16 August 1965 the participating uni ts were al.eried to Operation ·. 
"STARLITE''. BLT 3/7, afloat as the Special Landing Force (SLF), was alerteil. by 
message to rendezvous in the Amphibious Objective Ar~ (AOA) and assume the · 
mission as RLT Reserve. Since m;,.7 Headquarters had landed administratively in 
Viet N11,.. only two ~ before, the taoilitie~ ot the 4th Marines Headquarters 
were utilized for plamiing. The battalion and regimental staffs assembled with 
supporting arms repreliSent~tives and on the· morning of the 17th, the operation, 
administrative and.embarkation orders vere·oompieted and distributed. 

The operation oommencedon·l)-l'.at 171000H when M/3/3 departed the Chu Lai 
area by LVT for subsequent.· o-..i-land foot ,~. to occupy a blocking position in 
the northern sector of the .Amphibious Objective .Area. pr;i.or to H-hour and D-day at · 
(BS 683971). At 171400B, IU/1-7 Headquarters and BLT 3/; commenced embarking I 
aboard the. follow:ing ships:. 

. USS BAYFIELD (APA.:.33) - Bm;_7 Headquarters 
USS CABILDO (~D-16) - BLT 3/3 : . 
USS Vl!JiNON COUN'l'Y (1'ST-ll69 ): - BLT 3/":> 

.. At 180600H, HMM-261, 361 ~ BLT. 2/4, les,· Compa.ey F, which reina.:i.ned in 
position on• the Chu Lai perimeter, were ·,staged at the Chu Lai Airstrip. Prior 
to H-hou:r, two of the followillg fire support ships (FSS) arrived in the AOA and 
took station. , · · · 

USS GALimTON (GLG-6) 
. USS ORLIOOI: (DD-886) . 
The USS PRICHARD (Dl)...531) arrived on the 19th of. August, on D+l. 

· · On the morning ·of D-daf, at II-hour (180630H), atta~k aii-cra.ft fr. om the 1st 
M::,,rine .Aircraft Wing (:&MAW) ·commenced preparation or landing zones RED·, .WHITE and 
BLUE while Companies. I aud · K of ·BLT 3/} landed abreast at -GREEN Bea~. See . 
enclosure (1) for the Oonoept or Operations.OVerla.v. . 

BLT 2/4 commenced landing as follows: 

let Wave: 
2nd Wave: 
3rd Waw: 
4th Wave: 

L . 

LZ BLUE at L-hour (.H+l5) 
1z WHITE at L+25 
LZ RED at L+50 
LZ .WHITI at L+60 

The original. plan was to lan.d as· follows: 

Company E in LZ WHITE at ~ur· 
Company R in LZ BLUE at L-hour 
Com~ G in LZ BED at L+25 

The original _plan was based c::,n a ~icopter a.vailabili ty of 40 UH-34 's but 
'. alterations as shown a~ove were .neoessary due to only a6 helicopters being , 

avail.able. · 
------"-----····················-·······-- ·-·······-············ 

. :cc . ~ .:,,~(~~ . 
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.;jf. 1 z t l ::iJ; jOH. By 1200 the Cl? wa..; eb-uuu:i..:;.s1.,:... c I;{ BS 706925), a."1.d ·beforc1 ti..-: 
E~ .. :i. ,f +..i1e day, housed not only the command post but. the"logistic support and r..,_ 
·t.~q;:p]J r.om:plex for the operation. 'See enclosure (2.)',D-day Operations Ashore 
Overliw and enclosure (3), 2d B~t:taJ.ion, 4th .Marines After-Action Iteport 2-65. 
Additi.onally I/;/3 (in the adjacent Zone of J\otign o.n the right) encountered heavy 
fire fl'Om·.An Cuong (2) and requested and received. pel."Dlission to cross over into 
the BLT 2/4 ?IJne of Action to secure the village. (See 3d BattaJ.ion, 3rd !-fln-ines 
After Action Report #33'}. In the trace of these we incidents involving heavy 
casual.ties, five LVT•s oarryillg supplies from the BLT-7 CP complex to :BLT 3/3 

. were ambushed at 181255H in the vicinity 0£ {BS· 6989~2}. . · 

· The five L VT' s were accompanied by two name tanks requested by the CO of 
BLT 3/3 for use by r/3/}. . One of' the . name tames returned t.o the Regimental . C:P 
complex which was only a few h.uD(lred met~· 6WSF, and reported the aabush. 

, . A relief. force, consisting or ~emeJlta of BLT 3/-, rear CP, five LVT 1s, five 
· Oittos and one gun tank set out to reUe• the- halted column but encountered hea~ · 

fire prior to attaining their ~ject:tve. ~e LVT was disabled and the gun tank 
did not fire because ot ·~eniJ3 troops in the target area. This relief force, . 
under th.e ·Elceoutive Otticer ot. }/3, was located in the .BLT-7 CP complex. The ··---., 
XO ot BLT 3/3 was directed. to ·take i/5J-, to relieve the L'VT column. This new 
relief .force started at 1813'05, _but became engapd in a heav .fire fight a.t . 
(BS 703927) at 181400. The ._ heaVT v.•~ {3.5, 57111BRR, and 81mm Mortars) 
firing across . the open ~ .p;re~ted i/37} trom locating the relieving the . 
column, bu'&t:t did locate .t,&e 2d Pl.lltoon of B/2/ 4 nearby. · 

, .;,,_ ' ,; ·~;---,i 

These attaoJta reEIUited in the RLT ~der ~empore.ril7 halting the attack 
and requestizC the ian4iJ2&' o~ BIil 3/1 •. \.,"-,, ,,> ,.• . 

·. · At 181600H, .1/'3/1 l~.. ···-.t (.»s. , 706?27) and was assigned to the operational · 
control ot BLT }/;. Reinloroecl w:!tb 'A'Q. gun tanks, L/3/7 was assigned the mi&sion 
-to juncture ·-w1th ,I/5/j at_,..{. ~Q). ~fore effecting junoture with I/3/3, · 
· 1/3/1 became.: engaged .. ia ••·•v.v ••lire fipt at 181845H in an attempt to cross the .·· 
o~ g.t"Ound. ·. TJd,8. eituation pN'fented t/"5/7 troa .reaching I/'5/3. In this action · 
'Il.~/7 receijecl 4 lt:tA ·anct l4 WU., Altho'Ugh juncture waa not effected with I/3/3, · 
L/.3Z7 located the I,?!'• s -4. flame tant but could not advance to them. However, . 
L/3/7 reli,eved. suttiei~; ~•sure from r/}/l ·to enable .it to break oonta.ct. S.L"loe 
it vaa -~ after-•~: !,/J/J ,-'Airectecl to move to the }/} CP mid arrived at 
l90l}OH. .. l/3/J, ~:-;·ta•:s~ PlatOQn 9£' JJ/2/4· re~ed to the lU/l-7 CP.complf;tx, .. 
a.r:r1 viDg at 190500B. and . ana ;vsting were assigned the aiasion to provide . . 
~ecurity tor ·the-~ _ep· ocn.plex Clc1. GlUBN -B~respectively. r./5/7 ,. which· 
haa been belilittecl w -f;b.e,:'.~7 CP·ooapl•x at dusk Oll the 18th to provide seoµr.·it~.-

. was thus relieved.of t~a:Lr security JQ.Ssion. At 190025H, H/3/1 landed at ~7 · n~. . . ·. . . 

· On the mo~ 0£ 19 •-, :BL!' -,/3 resumed the attack to the north.ea.at 
u 0700, and BLT 2/4, l.eu H/2/4, attacked ,M 0800-. At 0900, BIJl' 3/7 (-) compos,,.d, 
of O~s I and M, atiaolced to· the nortlllut near the center of RLT-7 ?.one of 
Action.and. -un.oove:red and secw:ecJ the area of the LV'l/na-. tank oolumn. ill · 
J;)eJ'..'~onnel present were brought out and previously made plans were executed to . 
~·;a.c::.mte th& Lff1s _and tanks. · Duri.?1g the a.ttern.oon both BLT 1 s 2/ 4 and 3/3 reached 
::~--a 1Joe.st. During thia time escape bf the VC to seaward had been blocked by the 
~.1.rt.'! SU~ 'Bhip. See -enol.oeure (5). D+l Opera:Uons A.shol.'e Ove.rlay and enel.OS'J.:c(: 
~6), Blll1 3/1 .A.f'ter,-,Aot:iou ·~ -(Opene;ticm "STARLJT.E11 ). . . ' . . 
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On 20 August, BLT 2/ 4 was helilifted out of the operation and back in-::;.) 
its normal operation in the Chu Lai enclave. The return trip of the heliC')~:):· .. _,:·.~ 
from the Chu Lai enclave lEB utilized to lift BLT 1/7 into the BLT. 3/3 a.re ... "" :~t 
(BS 717942'). :BLT l/7 relieved BLT }/}, ~ ¥LT 3/3 was retracted by surfa·~-; 
era.ft from G~ Beach. (Upon retraction:• BLT 3/3, L/3/71 was returned to ::il' 

. 3l1 control). Companies· A',B,D,: the Battal.~ Command Group and 5~ of Compa.vzy 
C · were helilifted into the area at (i~ 717.942) • The remainder of Compa.zzy- C we. 
helilifted to the Regiment~ CP oompl~ The balance of the company moved ove:c·, 
land to close onto the OP a.t 202100~ c/1/7 was to provide security not only 

• for the logistios .installations, helicopter landing zone and command post c.on­
tained in the Rllr-7 coaplex, but also security for G~ Beach. Prior to ca-

. pletion of tlle helilifts, TAORs were atssigned and both BLT 1/7 and 3/7 were 
assigned the mission to Oon<h ot seBZ'Qh and olea.r operations within their . TAORs 
· to confirm the VO XIA .oount, collect q- material. of intelligence value and to 
· eliminate VC resiatanoe .that ·migb:t; ~,:in the area. See enclosure (7), D+2 
Disposition of Unit& and cmclosure (J).1 lst .Bn, 7th Mar After Action Rpt #1, 
Operation STABLITE. · 

On 21 Al.J8USt (D+3), lllJP's l/7 and 3h, in exeoution of their mission, con-­
d.uoted bntalion size se~ and elem: missions, During the couree of theso 
operations,, engineers were eaployed to destroy maey of' the caves, tunnels anc. 
fighting positions in the area. BIil 3/1 .oonduoted i ta operations in the haJi::- ·t . 
oom~ex of An Thoi (1) and Nam Yen ·(3). Companies moved out on foot except for 
r./3/7 which .was helilit'ted.. M/3/7 received apozadio small arms fire, which at · · 
the moment, was BLT 3/7•s only contact with. the vc. BLT 1/7 concentrated their 
efforts 1n the hamlet complex of Van Tuong. A/3/7 moved out on foot to search 
and clear Van Tuong (2),. and. D/1/7 to search and clear Van Tuong (5). _ On the w~.: 
t-ti its--obSeotiw, D/i.h encountered sniper fire from the vicinity or (BS 7159:!-.2 ·, 
but reoei ved no oasualt.ies, None of the companies encountered organized res:i.:, • 
~~e. . 

At 2ll800R1 -M/3/7,.relieved C/1/7 ~ ·a~urity for the IU,T .. 7 CP complex arid: 
GREEK Beach~ See enclo~ure (9) for the D+3 Disposition of Units Overl13¥. 

• ... · On. 22 August, BLT 3/1 reoei ved a. new mission to conduct a reconnaissance 
in force to detemine -the presence ot organized VC and to destroy any · VC en- . 
countered in line. or hills from (BS 690905) to (BS 690870). To further su:n)o:['.t 
this mission K/~/T, the unit of the ·landing force to come ashore, was landed fro, .. 
the. .. ~Li' a~ 2206,ou. · All oompanies moved out on foot in an approach march, r/3/7 
on the right, I/}/7 on the left, with 'K/3/7 in reserve following in trace to 
(BS 69()870), wh~ Bil.r 3/1 established defensive positiGns for the. night. 

BLT l/7 continued its operation in the Van Tuong complex. All companies re-
. ·ported receiving sniper fue. -B/1/7 fired on.~ VC at (BS 707937). One VC was 

wounded and evacuated to Co :a, 3d Medical :Battalion. f../1/7 killed a VC at (:US 
703937) while ooriduoting its search and clear· operation of Van Tuong (3). See 
enclosure (10) for the D+4 _Disposition of. Units Overley. · 

On D+5, 23 August, BLT 1/7 was alerted to conduct, on the 24,th of August, 
~ reconnaissanoe in .force across the Trung Phan Peninsula.. At 231200H, BLT 1/7 · 
commenced moving-all· eq~pment· that was not .desired for the overland moveme:nt s·;. 

. ·as .-.wheel and tracked vehicles to GREEN Bea.oh for subsequent embarkation and r.ov:. 
ment by ship, .In continuing its search and clear operations, DLT 1/7 reportijd :-· 
search of Van Tuong . (4) had been completed •. B/l/7 made oonta.ot. With an ur.Jcio-wT . 

. number of VO in caves (BS 698955) end here three VCS were. oa.ptured. At 231600H, 
13LT 1/7 secured their search and olea.r operations, commenced movement of aE .. 
other remaining equipilent to GIIBEN. Bea.oh and prepared for its new mi~sion. 
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By 231800H RLT-7 Headquarters displaced from (BS i25928) to GREEN 'Beach , _ _-,-.,~. 
subsequently to the USS B1tYFIELD (APA-33) by LV'l' 1s. Supporting arms repr·.::r:,·0 ::: 

tives .and the Regimental Communications Officer, in conjunction with the st:·.: 
of Amphibious Squadron 7 activated the Supporting Arms Control Center (SACC: .· 
See enclosure (11) for the D+5 Disposition ~f Units Overlay. 

On 2.3 and the morning of 24 .August-~ BLT 3/7 conducted search and clear 
operations in the previously mentioned line of hill.s. This operation was con-i~1-: 
ted by a series of ground sweeps supported by blocking corapanies which were_ 
helilifted into position 500. to 1500 mete~s in advance of the sweeping compaizy-. 
During the course of the sweep of this hill masa, over 80 Viet Cong were C9-ptur1:;·.: 
and 13 VC were killed in action. Numerous fortifications and training sites w~e 
destroyed, as well as VC equipnent. At 241400H, BLT 3/7 was directed to cea:Se 
search and clear operaticm:s and to return to GREEN Beach to reembark prior to 
dark. The last elements. of BLT 3/7 ~ embarked by 241900H and BLT 3/7 resumed 
its mission as SLF. · · · 

. . . . 

On the morning of 24 August, BLT 1/7 began overland march through the Trung 
Phan Peninsula to destDOy azv 8nerJ\Y enQo'lm.tered. See enclosure (12), Route of 
March-of BLT 1/7. During the march, th,~ fire support ships maintained station 
advancing at sea. parallel to the advancing column to support the BLT with Naval 
Gunfire if necessary. Maintaining progress with the BLT ashore were two LCU•s 
preloaded with tanks, to be. landed if heav eneiey- resistance was encountered. 
The USS BAYFIELD, with.its SACC in Ml operation also sailed parallel to the 
advance of BLT 1/7. While on the march, BLT 1/7 was supported by helicopters 
that delivered water and rations, as well as evacuating heat casualties. At 
~JJOO~, BLT 1/7 reached ·its pickup point (BT 6300'21) near the mouth of the Song 
Tra. ~ong and embarked· ~board LVT 1s. Movement of the LVT's from Chu Lai was co­
ordinated so as to arrive at beach near the Song Tra Bong with the arrival of 
the BLT. Upon return to its area in the~Chtt Lai enclave, BLT 1/7 assumed the 
positions of the 3rd Battalion, ;rd Marines in the TAOR. 

Operation STARLITE was ~ompleted when the last elements of RLT-7 Headquarters 
landed at Chu Lai .at 2'4,2100H. 

In retrospect, the RLT, on a very~~ notice, otibarked prepared to conduct 
· an operation of duration up to 16 .:AQ\Jr$• · ~-- of the challenges encountered 
-listed in enclosure (1}) ~··· a.·reault of the protraction of Operation ST.ARLITb., 
l'ia.ny conditions. s~ti.st-.tory to~ a short duration operation, as planned, resulte_: 
in some majte shift arrangements ·on a dey-to-day basis as- the operation was ex­
tended, However, ina.smu.® as a hard-core VC regiment had been destroyed, it was 
obviously in the· best interest of the operation to extend it so the entire a.r,c.,..,, 
could be aystematioally· searched and to assure that no organized resistance w~~ 
in the area. · · · 

It is believed (basedOJ;L m interrogation of POWs) that the vc encounte~ed 
in the AOA were the remnants of the 45th Battalion and possibly the 40th BattaJ.i 
(unconfirmed). Reports· reoei ved through interrogation of not only VC POWs, but . 
also civilians, indicated that the Staff of the 1st VC Regiment located in V::.i.ri 
Tuong (1), split and ned upon the ~<Ung of BLT-7. Undoubtedly a conside:r:a.1.,1e 
number of the staff was k112ed or wounded during the initial battle while 
trying to escape. 
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• Positive identity of eneIIzy' units remains pending r~sults of III :M'R=1rr 
interrogation of POWs. However, III MAF ITT has stated that :BlJI' 2/4 Ja'f\~ 
in th; middle ?f the 60th VC Battalion and that both the 60th VC Battaj\°" ~ 
and tne T-121 .1:1eavy Wea.pons Comp1;iny were almost completely destroyed. The .fp 
VC has been confirmed by III MAF ITT to be two-thirds destroyed. 

Operation STARLITE.undoubtedly acc9m;lished its mission, for the enemy 
in the Van Tuong Village oomplex that once posed so great a threat to t,.e Chu 
Lai enclave no longer erists as an effective fighting force. 

In Operation STARLITE, NGF pl~ed'its greatest am]hibious supyort role 
since the Korean War. The need for further Naval '1unfire Support was ar,:rare-;:t 
Throughout the operation the fire resfonse of the fire suprort ships w~s tapicl 
and reliable, though not without problems. During the ship-to-shore m.::,vemcm. 
Naval Gunfire was available prior to the landing of artillery. In further 
operations where air support rl;i.g,ar teams a.re not available, Naval Gunfire wil.\ 
pley an even greater role in providing fire support during the period of low 

visibility. · 

In: line with fire support, the 60mm. Mortar would have proved a valu~,~le 
asset by being immediateq available to the company commander during peri,)ds 
where communioations/ooo~ation problems in priority of fires slowed the re::: 
ponse of the larger oaliber supporting arms. Although 81mm Mortar fire is 
generally available to the oo~pa.ey- commader, the time required to bring a 
target under fire is considerably longer-than that of the 60mm Mortar. 

____ There is a de.finite requirement among our several support inc; arms for a 
light automatic we~•on. Amtracs, Tanks, Ontos and »igineers often find them­
selves in a position.where a heavy volume of small arms fire is needed to ov~~ 
oome enq, -att~.ck during tho ,:re.rioq when the cl):we sur:,0rtinF, ~s a.re 
Yl.\lnerable, . .such as· e.t belts~ bivopacsr;' etc~ The M-14 is tn:J bulky to pondl~ 
J.n· th,e interior/collfines ::>f th.e oomba.t surport vehicles. Firing from a 
~a:rerture· or moving Tehio·le demands a. lir,:dlt, so.ul automatic type 

J¥ea:pon such as _t4e· Aa-15 or M.3,A.1 submachinegun. · 

DISTRIBUTION: 

00, 3d MarDiv 
CG, 1st MAW 
J:00 , :,(1 MarDi V 
CO, 4th Mar 
TF 76 ATF 
TF 78 LF 
TG 7s.5 
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TG 76.5 
_TG 76.2 
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2d &.ttolion, 4th Marines (Rci.n) 
CHU LA.I, VI ETUAM 
2$ Au~ 1965 . 

Fro:·' : Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding orr;eer, ?th Marines (Rein) 

SUbj 1 2d BattaJ.ion, ·4th !'far:.:::ies A!t&ricition Report 2-65 

Ref1 (a) Div Op Order 321--65 
(b} m,g:i .. 7 Op Pl~ 323-65 

Encl: J(1) SlJl11llar.y Overl~ Qf' Ope,~tion . 
1(2) Break Down W:Units,.Qi' VC Killed_, Wounded and Capture~---
~)) Cmpany H ~r- ~~~:BaP9rt, 

1. Statistical Data· 
........ 

. a. Urd,t,s . :tnvol.ve4.; . 
' .•• ~- ... ',., .. '. ,·. . • • \- • ·:; 'r . /'.,,.\ , , •. 

{1) C~panie !J E, ~; It .and. lies: . 

(2), ••j••aatotins\~:/ . ',' . 
. - .. ·-· ,, ;::~: .. '.' . . l . . .· : . 
. ( 3) 2~ tf~½oai~tl~\B;, •·ja•. Engtnet:tr Bn. 

(5J.9·pe:rsonne;L} 

(54 personnel). 

(28 personnEJl) 

(4) _ 1}1:a.~'MJll:~1th~rl.: .... , (26 ~rso~· -

ti: ilei,.;\lf ,. . . . . rt . ( 21 perso~l 1 
. . .'!' ···>5',,,~ ': ">· '. - ·:· '< ·. . _ .... : . 

.;(6-) · ~-Se~cn.,· ;1·t11at~:·:,eo•~-e~--... )l Tk Bn (8 parsonne:.:: 

'(1};: ~ ~~.! ·&r~t~#~.i->~~--~at, Co. B, 3d AT Bn · . · {12 personnel) 

:-.0.,. 81;~-;> :,· •· ·.:·i -~ "'. ' ' 

. · c.,. .'l'ime• -~- o.pe~tioi1 Wa'S · e<>.ndactedbetween·l.80645H to 202100H,,,~/ 
.. ~,·-,·--._;.:· .·' ' . :_· 

. d •..• ~. · _,,~~on took p~ace•i~·>thf!J .QJAIIMIQA1:;Pi,,vincc, 13'.g~ 
' '-~~-~~tl\' ;< ' ' ·. ' ' ' ' , . ' ·:· ' •' - . 

,. 
e • JJasul tif$;;, ·: , · 

',·,., ·,·~".,''r:, ·~· 

*~~ <1r) r~~~-~--• .;:·:· · 
. , · us-te~•ru'<-.)·. , •·· 

U$!Ckll 

· · mMO,''n e~t1:p~Jl;1t:te~ 

.! .... 

· 9, (including WIA1 s not. evacuated; 

None 
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PF" .. s KIA 

PF' s wit 

Inter~ . . ·-!~ rs ,WI.A 

1 .. 

Civilian Pbotog.rapher WIA 

(2) ~nEl!'!l;y 

VC Killed 

VC Wound.ad 

VC Captured 

VOS 

,. 

2 
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2~ Narative .Account of Operation 

a<> 2d Battalion (-)(Rein)" consisting o~ C<mpanies E, G, H, F&S ( •J 
. and. 3 PJ.awqn•- of· PF' s departed their position vicinity ( BT 

.: .527035) at l.8064$H to conduct a 3 day search and destroy · 
operation 13 mµe's southeast _or ·CH1J LIJ. 

be At 18o64SB Co O lano.ed west or LZ Red at (BS 666955) ~ The-landil1,. 
was unopposed •. At 180730H Co E landed in LZ White (BS 675933) · 
tu¥lel4 smaJJ.·al'lil.s ii.re frail ridge line (BS 674946 to ·680933). 
Tho la.,tm.I)f;! J~t!f3 was secu~4,. ~JXm· close in fires While an air . 

· strike was taking~p1.ica by'. attack aircraft and U1D.E .Heaicoptel' _ 
ori tn&, -~dgc( line- mentioned abovo-, Sporadic• small arms waa 
reca:t.ve_. d ·frali the_ -~--,.:_~line whilq in the Landing. Z.on_Q • No • 
oa.aul-t.QfJ\wero -~"J .... · . · • ·At 180745H Co H·landad in LZ Bluo · 
(BS -~92921) and 111C)y~''.1,'.hto the attack toward NiiM YEN (3) (BS 
691922). .,At 1Bct3lS,JJ.:-~::-Caninand O~up landod at LZ.White· (rs 
67593:3) undor -sporadic snail ams ·rire frctn the ridge lipe 
(:,3 G74946). .At l8C6:30H Ccmpanies E and G moved 'into tlic& 

· attac.:--;;il. \~1westorly dircetion4 In the . th~ attack Co ·· . 
and the C.•am· =Group ~e· ~er 6nnm; 8.lnlm,macltt.no gun ari,..• · .~10.:U . 
a.ma tiro frou an ostimatod S0-6o VO oc,clipying tho north .:. t9r of 
tho. r:Ldg1:I 3,i?19, Ono platoon moved• into tho attack to .aoizu tb.p :, ' .,:. 
ground at (BS 630933),. In thoittaok tho platoon_ reecivoci incor. _'-:: 
Bllltn,·. 6amn, ::na.~bino gu1;1· :and sm - anns firo frau an estimated· 5c.. 
60 VO occupyj.ng tho hiU. Tho atoon sustained 2 KIA and 3 WI. . · 
whilo rogisteri .... 1:3 :-. direct hit with a 3.5 rocl<et on 3 VC killine; 
aL'. · throo fioci:.,~g fJome 400 meters to· tho southeast •. ·When thb 

, 1.i platoon roach l ·the-·top of the hill +,hey roceivod 6 rounds of . 
oOlmi. 511ccming fire with negative results. ·co G moved ono platoon 
into b}.ocldng poait:Lo!Js -(BS· 673960kove.r looking PHU tom (1}. a.r · 
(2) . and t,he .. romainc1:::>r mov~.d out w!,~ the PF' s to search PHU tc· ·• · 
(1) and (2). The "V'illago cont.B:i~d many tunnols; trenches and :~·ox 
holes most. or which were located in hedge rows =1nd -woro diffi6ult. 
to loc~te. Eight VCS were picked up in and around tho Village. · 
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. 4t 1800,30H C<.,.,.i:Jany H_moved'townrd l1L'iM·YEN- (3) \l:38 692922). One 
platoon moved into posi +,ions a.t (BS 689918) and took somo VC 
under fire on .. Hill 43 (irS 685916). The rerifaindor of the Company 
manuvcred toward NlM •fflt (3) with· no contaeit. As one platoe>n 
clo~ed on t}le, yillage they came under geavy small anns fire. 
After moving ~5 meters in the viliage tbey were pullod be.ck to 
(BS 690922). ;ip. ,?rdor to utilize air on the objective •. During 
tho air strike, 11 WU.' s and l KIA w~s evacuated. . ~ . . . 

_;~. . •.· ,,.J ' . . 

c. At 180900H Canpany· E ma.nuvered the .remaining platoons to seiz-e +:.a 
ridge line from (BS !:§7~_9la, to ~)931~). ··~During the attack Coro:p--.. · 
E (-) and Canmand G,rq~p ·,'re.ce:l,ved 8lllnn, 60 mm and autcmatic woa· .. ::: . 
firo from an estimated' 60 VO.: Wbil~ in the assault one sectio:· ·.· ·· 
81mm. provided _ire on:':tbE) 91:>ject;Lvo irea, ~nd to the rear. The. 
hill was sccurorl ~·tJ.&,:J,ggQH arid e.J.lElnli •_casuJ.,tos a.re unknown. 
Canpr.ny E re .. ,rganized: ~'.·1'1~tt6J!J,tto.a-11~. 9vac.~ate thoir 2 KL·~, s 
and 15 WIA1 .s. ~t .. tlµ.'-:··,~~s~v.~ra:J.~quests wero sent in for Q'V/Ac-
uation nr,td it to(!k: ~p~ ,$O.;m:inu:teS:.1for· the· bolos to. arrlve. . 
The 8L71Ill sacti9n -di~pla<:ed fo111.ard ·and continuetl to fire v.t ' -
p~b~·-:,_.3 V'J wl~wlt'~~~--~.,A~;:~lOOO!l~ompa.ny H was joirud 

, by 3, tc1.nl<s and :l''Q~tq~, QQ~nS1• dasdi~s, -captured VC wean- ··:s . 
werq; ijVacuF.i.~~,·-,.,·~A~ 16:\9).Qll'~'.L~~a~ 1'om Canpany H con":,·_ ... ud 

.·to ,we~p Hill ~- 'Jt> to-~- 1:iQ,,P~$~ph'ical creat., at that t:;.. .. o 
the VC, -broke. cc),Jlt_c.Qt.tt, . ·•t- 3:8,UOOH Oanpany E and Command Group 
movqd_ out in a r,i9.~p. ~~rl,- direction to continue the sweep ... 
in '#!f.f:l~ed · ;~·ctoro • At 1;Si2QO,i .while . moving into tho hailllet at ·· 
(.BS -~7244) Qgapany E a?Xl 0~ Greup began. receivin~ Blmm.,. 
60mn.1: .• ~Rl\, )naqtr+oe i&un and ~ a?\lls ineming fire' fr<lll 
,(BS 60&~4S,••,o8e9~~1,69:l.945) fran an ~st~at@d 50 vc. ·· Fire'~was .. 
:J8'tutned..~.if.l.~;i:~ir,e~c.w~:u~po~::.:l.nclud~ng ~ ... 50 cal machine eun. 
tl}at "'tf~ ,:Jt~d ·).Q ·0crr..,~ E~' ,/ 'l'be ham:Letlrl.s secu_red at. approx 
l8iP,?IJ W~~ 4q_~p,i~eul~g).n B fl"ie;'ndly:,. Wil~• s. One VC FO 

.. w~ :sl'>ol,.~ \~.:t~t1 ,a."1d carried m1ay with other camutios-. 
· . Ouring ·th'if, . .,r1~· ~ C~and Oroup received 'Bl.mm.., ~, 51mmr;i 
. · and ~ •t· Jira w~ch resuJ:t;ed in 2 WI.A• s. At 12.30H Compr-.:,y· 

H dop~ ~,,th,$ vicinity- (BS 6889l.9) .. tQ resume the attack., . 
Company H ~aed ~ lEN,:{3) as ~pany- 'I _3/3 had swept 

· ·thro~h and reportedly cleared the. village. The ccmpa.ny moved 
, in a l)Q~astei'l7~~i"fJ~tion wlth no~ccintact. At lBl)OOH.. the ' 
opmpatJ.Y',,~coi~4:,~ ,_4,DllS !ran tha rear., siml:O.tanoously tanks 
~4. 9Atof Q9.&tin .~ have incJeased di~ficul ty in mo~nt due t:-

• the. ~ .~4ii:is• -~paw H h~ld .up" at. (BS -688925) · in order tc 
. g~ve-~~ p. 'q}?.a~. tiei<J118.Dueva~•· ·At. this t:,bne the company beg,"1r. 
takir.~ ~~, sanaU ·a-.11 ·8P.Jlll,f~i\~-.,;3.5n rocket al14 57mmRR fir(;; 
from ·t~~~cini-tT, of·.$:µ 30 (~: 698)90) and NtM YEN (3). . · .. 
D~~ng .tlil:s ¢mo ,,'the c®pany was .stm roceiving heavy automatic 
.weapons, 80tJm,1v~ and· .57lTl1!1RR-fire ·from all directions. ThiG 
. fire · .... :.as ,,rsw~(b:at 'maxim.um -~t/3 ;p~sibl.e utilizing the t...:1.nks 
and 0ntos weapon~. The ··r1re fight d&ntinued _and the rumor P•,.s 

una'ijl.e to mov,J ·tdi'waro:, arid w~ .. •cotr8~:1tfl'ne to receive ir...L _ . :-; 
. im9(1aing fire •.. .'.ll· per~onnel and equipne,nt were evncuatec. _ram 
. :the ~ .1thil&. still ur48r intense fire. At this time one platoo""J 
.of ee.npany· ·H- lost con~; with the company and came upon Bravo · 
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Command of 7th MP: ... J under Major COL]liL,N, vi~ini ty (BS 702928) • 
The Hajor orderc .... he platoon to socure the hill and wait for him 
to return with I a•1d 'L ;,i_r>.:i downed .limtr.J.ca. · Tile platoon waited until 
19O43OH when they ru tur~ioc. and ·then moved out to the Regimental CP. 
At 18163OH the remainder ~Jf the company' moved to ( BS 69.5923) under 

. s ·poradic small anns, coming from N/IM 'YEN (3) and maded contact 
with Comp~ny I. Tho canpany was unable to effect liaison with 
Company· I nnd therefor prep~d Hill 43 (BS 685916) to prepare it as 
a night defensive position. •· · 

d. At 181330H Canpapy G vicinity PHU LONG (1) (BS 668959) received 
the order to movo to blocking positions vicinity (BS 683972). 
The company a.rrtved th~re at 1815001-I with no contact and coordi:'~·.,d,:: 

' with M- 3/3. Canpany G moved to the hill complex vicinity (BS 
. 678968) Lmc:1 ostabli:,hed dei'ensive positions. 

e._ At l8~00H CO"'l~)c.~ny Iffi~ished ·evaeu.ti.1dng cnsulties nnd continued 
to swo.cp in llGsignedmctor to (BS 69~W3). Along the route -

· numerous spider holes and camounaged punji traps wore uncovered; 
· also, empty 60mn -a~ 81.mm-morta_r casings :were scattered throur:;11-
·out tht~ n.1<0:i. At 181400H the canpany began digging in for n:t- ·.- t, 
defom;.;_ ·e f-'ositions (BS 69.39lt8). At 18151.5H approx 100 VO £:.:rr ___ _;_ 
with 81mm, 571nmRR and small .alins were obBOrved by the Commm·,,. 
Group moving soa";h vicinity (BS 696946). A flash mess::i.gc, ;,.:·.: 
sent requcstinc;; Af 'jy inl!lediately •. 1. lapse of 12 minut,es be-

. · tween the ti.'11.e ·the messase was sept to whon the first round 
landed. · Howtars f'irod 20· rounds with dovnstating effect on tho 
VC. It was later reported by the Battalion- Canmande~-that h.e 
had observoq app~?~'i':-r..ately 90 VC bodies while flying in a Ulll.E 
in tho Ticini_ty· ':35 696946). At 182100H Canpany E's ambush 
party was proceeding ~c,n~ ~ trail at (BS 692947) when they 
killed l VO al'li18d with c:.,ly 2 ·grenades. It is probable that 
this vc·was an FO for mor-c.ars because later on during the night 

· · 15. rounds of ·6Qriu mor.t1=1.r ·fell wide of Oanpany E and the 
Oon11u1nd Group., 'I'haro wn~ no . other cont.net during· the night 
duo to'tba fnct aerial 'i1ltnination eonstantJ.y kept the area 
ill~ine.ted along wit~ constant l&l fires •. 

· · t. -At 1817•3OH Oanpany R requ,sted fuol ·for -the Ontos. At that t:ilne . 
· they only had l/6 tank of gas wore' _unable to travel any distnnce. 

.. :, ' 
' . '~ : 

· . At 1.81800H -a section of 81mm Morta.rs arrived a.t Canpany H' s 
posi tio11· along· with ·resupply -of· food water and ammunition. 
Can:iany H . w:ia stUl ·. unabl.e to _e.tfo ct liais~n with Canpany I. Ne. · 
r·u1.nf,orcem~nt,s cQuld be expected tind no· fuol arrived for tho. 
Ont~s theref,r:,,. the ccmp~ established a tight defensive 
per:i.mq·'.,er ·tn ·;:,ho vicinity (BS 693921.). ,,,.The perimeter consisted . 

,,.... of .J Ontos., 3 tanks, l section 81mm Mortar~ and 24 infantry men. 
· ·The caripariy rem&ined there during tho night-with no contact with 
· tho enomy •. · 

·i. J.t 1 82300H. -Canpany G •rioinity (BS 678968l· observed a.pp~ !· khaki 
· clad ·vc moviri[~ f-rr.'\"\ east to wost ·at (·BS,678962). Tho VC :r,:i·:..· .. L out 
· ·.of sight before. f::./e could be ordered on thGin. Artillery wa.a ooJ.J.c;,'_ 

for on th0 draw wh"ro they were last seen. · It took approx 15 min t-:. 
receive trp first arty round (due to no fault of the FO) and. by the 
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t:ilne fire tor ... f'ect a rri v~d it' S to be <lS.::illI116C.. .... he VG hud cleared 
, ' " . ' ' . . 't' --;, .f'i ' . . ~ • 

·the aic .,,.. No further contactms m~dc during the night. At . 
190700H. Company G was ordered to continue assig°ned mission m.d 
driva.'.to the co:•.-~-i-.. It1·s to be rioted that although it had been 
sent by helicopter Company G did n~:rt g~t a resupply the night 
before. and tho~foro was out_ of food ~nd water. The companyrn.oved 
out and at 190800H they. receiv~4,Jiea.yy sma.11 ann.s fire from tha. 
vicinity (BS, 685965) and (~ 699-973). Fire was returned but 
very few VO were ob~nryC¥1 ·a;fl .tlte majority of the fire came frcm 
behind hedgerowe. ifrrival ot personnel at the hedge yielded 
negative roaul ts. At 190830~ Oanpa.ny G arrive~ on the ridge line 
at (BS ·692968} arid received heavy arn™'1 ams fire from vicinity·. 
(BS 693970 to 698965). · Se,v;qraJ, vc were· observed in hedge rows 
both to the front :and _right n~nk. The Canpany Com.mander fe:l,.t t: .. _. 
thp~ .w~re pos.s.i,b;J.;e lllW.-.VQ,..acroa~, .. tlio, .. draw to his front and lfCr 
Wai ting for the eompant tof;'C~as_··the ravine., The locations of 
adjacent units we~ 'r8quea~d· and this indicated no friendly l'\'. '.te 
in tho imql~~~I\~ ~a •.• ~ .. ~i,i~a~,rike, was requested on the. VC 

. ~osition_s at 19a34Sij. As.~~ .~rat bomb hit the ~et, :the VC 
. in _the }wdge ~~- E1~pt!qd .. '~ith heavy snail D.l111S fire fran appro~r-
, unately 40 to _5Q ya..- ·Arte~ the ~e~pnd -~b drop_ped the Oompan:· 

Oanma.nder recQiVQ4 .~ m~ssage, frqn_,~ M 3/3 that the air was hi·:: ~;· . 
:f'riondly troops.· TtiG ~1' .$~rika ceased and it was found t);iat · 
Company M :was at JBS ~909_7.3) insto~d of-,--tb,eir ,report,ed -position. 
C_ompa.ny o· as:..,·Jl~d ~<p~sition k:µJ.ing 4 VC and fitidine 2 vcs 
hid:i.ng in 'tho ~dg,E~-~- No we~pons were ~ound. The hill 
.mass was socureq. at :l909)0H w;i. th no friendly casaul ties. 

.. . . .,.,), .. 

. ~. At 19C800I(CaiiP8JD" ~ continues .to o.ttaQl< in __ tqeir zono of a·ct:!on. 
Pr.I.or to 'th9 aii-ck the Battal.i6n Ccmmandor -:utilized all avai;..ci.ble., 
supporting aims oq · possibl,: VQ J_bcation~ in each direction . At. 
190900l! Canpany E ~ept•tn:N-,th'e ·village of VAN TUONG (1) ,. ~. 

.· 
699.S) .. anq.. c9+1q~tcd various do~uments, VC 1incks, smc.11 a.nns 
_ammun~ion, ,,g1'¢nades anq vc 'CCIRillUnioation wire. The 1llllillUni tion 

. -w,y_ bl~n in_· ~l~ce. a.n4 documen~EI: ~utjlod over to the Bn s-2.. _The. 
, .. VO. c•unic•J~ona. wire was la:iA\t~ north to south and_ from .. . 

oaat to west. Which le« to tbe hi.ah ground where. they had OP' s. 
,. Canpany & mowd ti:.wugh . the vi]lnge·· with no contact. . The villace 

was exoeptiL;nally l_arge for one rifle oanpany to search throuGhlY. 
Tho Battalion Canmander immediately recanmended to co, 7th Mnrines 
that an iUWN .~n bo sent to the villrige to search after Canp:,,,ny E 
nad lQ:t:~, J(f;~~QQOH Company ~ received intense small anns. ;fire 
tx:~•app~t§liY- ·20.v:c, wh9 w6:re.,loc~wd v:Lc:i'.nity; (BS 705964) 
Ccmpa,w·E ••ilt;e4.·thd '-VO·p?~ti:on oriel when they got to the . 
top 9£ _tho llU1 th~ Vc:l ne"q.-1.n a northly direction. No frianct:.;_;-. 

· casul ties; i~ • JJ_u'staned~ 'At 191030H contact was made with K 3/3 
in the J;1..ght\·tlank. At: this 't~e the" Canmand Group received 2 
inca11ine- 'round$'. ,of Blt\'lm Mortar . fire sustaining no casual ties. 
At 19ll00H Ccnpapy_l. ~ached tne )lis;h ground vicin:L~ (BS 1Cf/9C': 

· at which time :Lt recei:'fGd _the orae~ to swoop to (BS; 70$974) tun: 
. noi .. tho.ast a.nd mteep · tho peirl,na\Uai ·to include tho village of 
· HI (Joe 'lfflJJ .. r,r (l) (BS· 1197) •. At 191200H, .. C(il'llpa1')Y' E :rp.oved out on 
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the swaep as ordered and received snru.l ru:ms fire f'ran the ·left 
roar (BS 701973)~ Tho area was marked with 3.5 rocket WP as a 
mortar target and Company E continued on it• assigned mission. 
Tho Simm section with the Command Group fired 8 rounds of HE on 
tho tarsot nroa 1nd the VC firing peas6d. Co E continued to swoop 
thru the assi:> ;;d s actor capturing l VCS. The company moved to -L>e 
top of Hill 32 -•.0icinlty (BS 712978 ), prepared night defensive 
positions a!1:: sent out 2 s even _man patrols to scout to the east, 
to th0 northoo;st and the soutlntest. . 

P.•. At 1908OOH Company H received a resupp1y of fuel and received word 
:to mo,-: to Gre9n Beach. (BS ,.7192). ,.At.l9ll30H the company a~Yed 
at Green Boac~ was joiaed by ti'J pEa.tqon that was detachc ·_ fran,. 
thooi on the pro·rious day. Co H then was assigned tho mis:: of· 
Rog:imontai. Reser-;0 and CP security. l~t 201200H the comp3.ny i:J.S 

rotmcted by surface crat't and._,e.rri~d CHU L/1,I at 2O21OOH. 

1.. A.t 191300H Co G racaiv:ed word. to move ovorland to the vicinity 
(BS 706967) for a new~;--, During this movement Co G 
austa.inod 8 heat cas~ties which wna due to not receiving o. 
rosupply qf food. and water. Co QI a· new mission was CP security 
for the CCIIUlll\.nd Group., 

j. At 191500H 00• -1~ Marin~s arriwd"and assigned 2d Bn (-)( Rein) 
the mission of mining and booby trapping the area in which we 
held• Co E booby trappod Hill 3i· (BS 712976) and all avenues c:~ 
approach. l squad ot B Engineers and Det, Force Rocon booby 
trapped t_rails'ancl avenues of approach vicinity (BS 7096), . 
Approxima~r 12.S. MK,· 26 f'ragmentatio·n grenades was used ·to 
accC!llpliah this ~~ssio_n •.. 

k. At i9ll<X>H ~- 40 ?eported sigh,ting 3 VC in the coast. line (BS 
710978-) • ,~ patrol fran 0Q E was se_nt to scout the area and 
oncounte1':ld J vc~ Thia patrol killed l VC and captured 2. Fou~-

. 0n001y erenad0s ,,'3ra- bl,._own in placa •. At 19l800H· tho company 
·eiehted movc, .. Jnt on the .hi.gh 5rountl vicinity (BS 716978)., 
11.r:-~i::..~ory was c~ed on the target with unkncun results, By 
19133OH ·Co E night defensive positions woro canpleted and t: '.J 

company prepared .tor. t}?.e night . 
.._i• , ~l't -~ , ' • ,;•,• I 

1. · ae-twocm t}w) ~ods 192100H Co .G ~ .,Oc:mmand .Group recoi ved 
.. S. rounds of Naval 0-un Fire an· of wh:lch woro 'fire directl:' - J:, 
. -C.o O and· the Cor:~:,.s~~1d Group. · The rounds lancled behind these · 

ur:i t1:1 with. no dan ~.ge inflicted... Se~~ fl.ash messnr~oa were 
• , . s ant requ.Jstin;:r.' to cease the firing ·of Naval Guns. ·Tho 

dar.gor wns.:"'that wo_wore. not directing their fire, also the rounc.n 
.. we~'O boin~ fired directJ.y over head and_ could have hit the h~eh 

troos, causing :-.1: r:.:i.r bul"St.. At 192300H an air strike (not 
requostod .or c, :·:tr•->llod b;y this unit) was conduct.Gd vicinity 
(BS 714974). 'l'ho roc:Ccts and ·banbs usod fell within 200 motors 
of Co E' positiop on H-tll 32 vicinity (BS 712978). A flash mossu, 
was sont. requpstins coaa0 fire on the air strike. During the 
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hours of darl-;--;,:J,. 1 there was no enemy contact duo to the fnct ·0hat 
aerial flares ~·. ;,... ntl? illlnninated the area. . 

~1. At 200600E a P·~;t,lar Forces solcli(1r atto.ched to Co G was wounded 
by our owr~ booby trnps (BS 719968) jihen" he triad to retrive un 
aeritl flc!.:.'c dropr 0,1. tho niglit beforo. Tho PF1 s had been 
inst:ructod scv,er.-_:_ -~_.11os not to mova ci.-::-ound until they were 
told to. A teat:. from B Engineers.• and Det Force Recon was . 
despa.tchod anc.l" recovered the-wounded Pi and he was evncuated. by 
helo. Between 200745H and 201000H 5 villagers came to Co G 
position; (BS 718968) 2 children, 2 adult males and 1 adult 
fomalo all of whom were wounded. Tho 2 children ~nd the adult 
female wore wounded by tho aj,r strike conducted at 192300H the 
night before. .t~l 5 were holo evacuated to B Med irrnnediately. 
At 20J.030H C9 E connnenced re.traction from their positions (BS, 
712978) utilizing 4 halos and no close air support. Cp E 
arrived back at CHU LAI on 201230H. 

n. At 201315H CO, 7th Marines re-eorted that 1 VC platoon was· hiclir.c; 
in a cave vicinity (BS 704970)• Co G was assigned the miss:L0n 7. 
~uarch tho area ::i.nd blow• all caves and tunnels. Co G · swept t[:;:-11 
tho objective ~r-.a with no contact. Several laree tunnels ancl 
caves wore b:i._ .. n by B Engineers •. Co G rett1rned to their 
pos:1. t.ion by 2Cl500H and prepared to retract by helo.. ThEJ · . 
Cc~z,12..nd Group was retractedw by 2015JOH and Co G was retrc.ctccl 
by .201700H without incident • 

J. Problems op,~o;.mtered • 

Tho m.T-7 T~;C Not . ";S ccnti!)Uosly clogged with mes sagos. that ,;ore 
up grad.ad to a degree that a.-,,nonn~ routine or priority rnossnc=;o. 
could not bo transmitted; for•instnnce, this H q recoivod a · 
priority mos sago . conceririg 26 ·reporters who were bo at RLT-7 gq. 
Frar; Oro.err; wore S'-1nt with a Precedence of Routine, a F1ash 
messnr.-;o was ao.nt -:: ncoring CO., 7th Marines caning to our GP •. 

b. This Eq was not infermod on air stril{es ~d Naval _Gunfire be:;_~,~; 
usod within .our area of operations re·sulting in 5 rounds of 
Naval Gunfire being fired into our position and 2 air strikes, l 
of whoso rockets landed 200 meters in front of Co E. 

c. In severcl. instances it took as long as 50 minutes for helos to 
arrive for cvacuati.on of wounded • 

.,11"' Durinc the retraction of Co E thoro was no air oscort for the he1 

/" A h0lo.::opter must be readily available for use as a air relay/ 
~01nm.:t.nd holicopt8r for the Battalion CCl\'II!lander • 

. +-· .A.rtillez-y Wc'.1.s ·3;:,·.<rely too ione in a.rrivine; on target after firo 
mission we,,:! t:: .. :: sd.. 
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The PF1 s would not cooperate •. ' They wanted to go to the villaeos 
to cook and get water. They were instructed several times to 
remain with tho C· c1 ·any as they might cet shot or hurt. They 
demanded t1dco L , __ .. 0unt of food and mter as we nonnally g'et • 

. . 

h. LoBistic suppo1"c. was imi.dequte by the i'th Marines. Co G did not 
rocoive any food' or water for lf; dn.ys. Co E and Command Group"' 

, .received no food and only 30 gallons of water for l½ days .. 

,,,,,.,.., i. Heving C.:'.S a/c on station is tho only prop0r way to provide the 
type of support opor~tions like this will require. 

~ j.., Wo need to h.·we nn a:i.rb~rne DASO to operate in the capacity of 
overall ai~ cooroinator to handlo both· n.ir strikes and helo 
missio_ns • 

../ k. Primary IID, UHF can not ·be the· samo frequency ns pr:Lmary TJJ), 
T111F ~ 

./ 1. • Addi tionctl - ,, e,nd HD.,· UHF frequo-ncy must be IJ.Ssigned an:!. L: :/.::.::..,,, ... 

--'fn. Ac.'lm.inistrntive tr::lf'fic c~ not it~~oratad on tactical net~"" 

,... n •. B.b•w4:.'- '. :.1.t_~;ory resupply is oriticru. and sufficio.nt ros8l'Y'.";,:: ;_i 
cha.rr;e:;.. bo:tteries must be maintatnod at ruJ. times durine .:m 
oporution of th:!.s sizo. . . . . ""; 

., o. We riood nap~ anc zuni rockets to enable FAC' a to work the n.ir 
strikes closer that 1$'0-200 meters from the friendly troopf! .. 
Working 500 pounders at tbi~-rango is extremely hazardous ·but 
can be done if required. The ti.Oro 7D pod is not woll aui ted 
:to · close support ''.Us to tho wide dispers~on pattern. 

,, l?• We ncod_ more· holicopters, both .£or ro'..rnpr,ly and tactical m~ssion. 

q. . ,. We need VT fuzes for 250 and 500 lb bo_mb& / 
·~~C,.b-' 

· · q_ ·r~ /-? fl j__; ,rd,,A,< 
0 J • R. FISHER 
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BF1EAKDOWN BY UNITS OF VC KTI,LED, WOUNDED· I.ND Cll.PTURED 

vcs WEAPONS 01:..PTURIID 
UNIT KILLED WOUNDED CAPTURED CAPTURED AND DESTROYED --
C9 E 31 12 100 Grenades 

blown in plnce 

Co G 4 11 10 Grenades 
blown in plnco • 

Co H 156 58 assort0c1 :mru..1 
anns 1 ,., .... 

1,J .. 12 -::cm 
J.5 rocket launc~' 
including 1 811111-rt 
mortar 1 5?nmRR 
1 .50 cal HG 
destNyod .• 

C001mand. Group l a 2 10 

Air 60 · 

Artill(;lry 90 

--- ..... 
Total. 342 2' ' .... 2,· 33 

ll 
:..• 
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COMPANY H AFTER ACTION REPORT 

' ' 
<bni~tey-· H (Rein) landed in LZ Blue (BS 69242) at 180745H and set up in 
a 360° perimeter. 'Ihe UHlE Helicop~:i:·s who. were flying security for 
our landing immediately"took the VC to our southwest under .fire with 
their machine gun and r6cket strike~·• . Also we were taken under fire 
by small arms from our ~outhwest · (BS 697920). We gained fire superiort;· 
immedi1:'·.r3ly with M-14's and M-79 fire. Three VC KIA 1s were counted at, 
this position befor1=: ·. (:) moved out in the attack in a north westerly 
direction. The 2d c·,. -_: ,3d Platoons were in the attack with the 1st 
Platoon as r0ar secm.ity. The 2d Platoon was on the left flank and was . 
engaged in a heavy fire fight with VC on Hill 43 (BS 689918). The 1st 
Platoon "8.s · ordered to attack. the village with the 3d Platoon located in 
vicinity of K ;r YEN (3) (BS 690924)'providing a base of fire. At thi~· 
time there had oeen no fire from NAM YEN (3). At 1808400 the 1st 
Platoon moved· int'o the village and· came under intensive small am,~ .:;·_,j;•e, 
After moving paf!t the fird, i,i,w of houses in the village the 1st 
Platoon was pulled back out of the village ·for an air strike. We were 

· st·~:1.1 receiving small arms fire from the village even as the air strike 
cor!tinued. Immediately after tl:te Ii» strike C.Onpany I., 3d Bat\alion1 ~ 

- . 3d Marines swept the vill<;>?e of NAM IEN (3). Two M-:-48 tanks arrived at 
our position at 180945H ,_ . .,ne 1st Platoon and the two ·tanks made a 
tank•infantry coordinat ,d attack to r.elieve presure on the 2d Platoon 
wh~ ·were at this time pirmed down by ·automatic snail arms fire., SJ.nm. 
a.nd 60mm Mortar fire. 'rtte tank-infantry attack caused the VC to break 
contact and fall back to the· west" An air strike was called to the--west 
also to hit th·e fleeing enemy. l.Juring this attack on~ VC .50 cal MG and 
one . .30 (:.al MG was knocked out but. due to- heavy small arms fire and 
heavy mortar fire the weapons were not ~e~ov~red. Automatic fire was 

- coming from a house at {BS 684919) aria ·one tank moved over to get a 
shot at the house when the tank was· hit by some type of recoiless weapon. 
The secon9 tank moved over also to get a shot at the house nnd was also 
hit bu~ the house was destroyed arid fio more small arms fire was receiveo 
from th.at area.. '!he tanks we~e not damaged severely and were back in 
ectior. in ap;~:::-ox 5 minutes. We then began receiving heavy small arms 
fi~ f:·_·".'.l a hedgrow at (BS 687919). Also at this t:i.nle a flame tank 
arrived at ou,r position and he was moved to within range of the hedgrow 
and burned it out. Fnr approx 30 minutes after this we receiv~d no 
incoming f:i.:r.e from t?-I•.f dj,rection. By 181000H a total-of 5 tanks and 
3 Chtos had. joined me; ·at v position. ;, All friendly casu~ties were 
evacuated nt this time 'brid approx 50 VC weapons end one VC POW ·was sent 
out by helico_r ':r.ir aJ.so. 'lhe 1st- 'Platoon while giving us security to t.: 
southwest inst~) .. ted numerous VC fighting· positions and found as . 
many as 6 VC KIA in the ·previous • 50 cal MG hole and numerous VC KI!. 
in other snail fightirig hoJ,es. All fighting holes were observ,::;d :.r. he 
hedgrows· and were ·well car::·.::uflaged. At 181100H we moved out again in 
the attack With the 2d Platoon on the right and 3d on the left with the 
1st- ?latoon as re~r guard. We moved out -in a north easterly direction., 
bypassing the viD.r·ge of iTAH YJl'~ (.'.3) belie-.ring it was cle.:;.red by Company 
I, 3d Battalion., ;;:i Mar:irc~-, As the 2d and 3d Platoons moved out., the 
tanks were; i;:nnediately l:,,.:::.:...1d the assault line with the Ontos to the 
rear and on the flanks : .. r: r,eneraJ. support. As the assault line reached 
the st.ream and rice paddies to th~·. east of NAM YEN (3) the rear guard 
(lst Flatoon) beg~ to receive he;••q automatic fire from NAM YEN (3) and. 
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_________ :__ ____ from-their-e,~.st-f-lar14-a1so.- --Shortly. _the:r.eafter the 2d_and Jd Platoons 

began receiving heavy_s1:wJ.1..o.anna ~i-r.e c!Ild hea..VY.. 81mm and 60mm Mortar 
fire. The 2d and 3d Platoons moved across the rice patty and set up 

_ , • a defE:nse to·- protec~ the tanks and Ontos ~s th?Y looked for ~ plac7 itf, 
· cross the rice paddy •. 'lhe· paddy,,was searched in both dire9tions with: 
no ·c~SB:\111 located, !l'he ontos tried to dtoss the pad«q at the·. ~e: 
place the ·troops crossed. The tint Or.tos made it ac:roua with the 
eecc>r¥J. getting stuck in the mud. . Under heavy automatic and mortar f:lire 

· the second Onto~ was pulled from the mud and both Ontos recrossed the 
pad"1 ·to join up with the tanks. The tirst Platoon had moved one squad 
around to the northwest on NAM 1EN (.3) and had killed 9 VC who were · 
operating·~ Slmm Mortar, ~e, small arms fire then became so intense 
that the· squad. had to :J11ll back in closer to .the tanks and, tb&J" 
wer~ • una~le ·to recover the SJ.mm Mort·ar. Friendly 'WIA · and K.lA I r:, were 
also beins _·eva.~ated by helo under this intense fire. All that were not 
evacuated by helo were loaded on tanks and began to pull back toward· 
LZ Blue to try and flank the rice padcy in o:ffl'er to . cross i. t with the 

• ·armor.· While evacuating the wounded 'NAH lEN (3) was ·hit by artillery a,· · 
the high ground at (BS 698929) was .hit by an air ·strike. At 181400H "' .. J.: 
Company with all attacmnents start·ed moving back to LZ Blue with the·~.::., 
Platoon as the point. and the ~ and, Jd Pljtoons in the· rea'r fighting . 
a _r.~laying action.- · .. AIJ the let ·Plt!toon r.ioved out they were·· pj:;ru}ed down 
t,~r-. .it\c.' :1 dik•. t,,y -11 armt fire f'rom NAM YEN 0) and were receiving 
~~ ~}J. arifle fil:e O. -<• 6989._l, !t. Ude ·tiJ!lllrt. the 1-t Fl&toosa · 
r.;1.c:. ::ut· ac,.:,:-,ss the rice· paddy toward lBS 6989,30). · Numerous helioopte:r, 
were • ··::d.1:·.g in this at'ea so· they moved· out toward ,that high ground. ·, 
Afi,Jr arriving on the 'r1.igh gx-ound they met· the· Bi:avo ·:Cor.ll!W.Ild group ·' 
from Re~ u:n9~r Maj:'·'. ~OLEMANAI 'The •Major or~r,.,ed tpe 1st· Pla~o-~n ·to~ .. 
secure the r.i.11 arid .r'la!t for ·him to return· with ·eo1npanies,: and L of 
3d 'Batt~lion, 3d Mariries. 'lhe 1st platoon-waited until. 19043<:¾ .when. 
the Major ;ret.umed artd then moved 'Out -to the Regt CP whe·re they joined 

• us the· f'ollo1·'1.ng · day. At 18163Qi the -remainder of Comp.any, H had mow.J 
back to LZ Bi,,.e and had re:-~eived ·instructions from the. Batt-1lion 
Commander to coordine.te with Company I, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines e"'. ~:' 
set. in a defensive posi '::.; on~ Contact was made with one Pletoor.. 
Compt,ny· r, 3d Battalion, jd Marines but·the remainder o..f ·the ~ompa .. ,r· 
c.-Y.:ld- not b~ located. At· 18171.5H that platoon .pulled out to the. RJgt 
(;, .. Further instruc~ions w~re rec_ei.Yed t~om the Battalion Operations 

· to set in a defense at LZ Blue £~ the night. Prior · to . this instructic:, 
another air strike-wu, mer1.e on HiU 43:to. insure. that no VC dug· in .. · 
positions ;·,ere still tl !: .. ~e and ·also to prepare it· for our night : 
de.fensive position. At that ·tbe- it was· unknown that a large ditch was 

- bc:t.l'-ieen LZ Blue· and'·Hill i:.J· whioh prevented the armor from getting to 
th:i.a i1ill. We were still gettir:g sporadic small.ams. fire·.from the 
··h.llage ·of •N/IM IEN (3 ). _At · this tiI:le the On•e and tanks i)roceeded to 
leiel all houses which ·remained standing and· doing so all SJ:Jal.l ams 

· fi:r·P, ceased. At l.8180Q{ we we·re·• resupplied with food., water and 
8lll!l1:L-"1i~iop~ . Also we _re·ceived · a·' seation · of ·8J..mm Mortars. Still unabl\,; 
:to effe~t. liai~on with Company I,· 3d Battalion, 3G MarineiJ: we set in b. 
·,h.,i',mse at (BS· 6939·21) with 24· infantryoen. l .section of 8l.'s, ,3 Ontos. 
e.1-::: ; tanks. 'll:-::i c'.ibe:r ;ttanks !lad gone -back to the .Regicental CP · · 
with·_ tt~t: phtoon i'r¢ra' Company I, Jd Battalion:, . .3d Marines. We had . . ; : . ., .. 
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constant iJ.:1 · •7..natL . throughout the ;:1i2}-,t 1-1.:..th no enemy probes or 
enemy action or any kin(,. At_ 190000H we rocBiveri more supplies nnd 
orders to move to G:·~-:n Beach. Our mov.ement to Gre-en Beach was 
uneventful. 'pon a:::riving at Green Beach 'We recei'"ved further ord6rs 
to report to .. ,1e RegimentE.l Command Post. Upon arriving at the 
Regimen1;,al Cor:lLland Pt Bt we set in· .a defense around the Regimental 
Cor.nnand Post for tht·. n\ '-t. That afternoon at 201400H we moved ::. ,.., . 
to the beach and loD.ci.ed ,.board ship to return to our positions at 
CHU LAI. 
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K/3/1 and L/J/7 r•t~ 
to Green Beam troa these 

poaiU.ons 

H/2/4 .retraot~d by 
aurfa.(tf) from Gre"n 
Beach~ 201~ 
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. HEAI)Q,UA;RrERS 
1st Battalion, _7th MarilJ,es '' 

. 1/ia,r.ine #13 · • . . i 
· 3rd Marine Divi~ion (Rein) ·Fw. (FWJ)) 

... : .·. 1ST -BN, -7.TH. MARntfsFPO Sen r~6~~%0~ Cl:!,lifornia . 

i ·· .. _· 0 ~·2-1 - 0 5 3:EDK:0p 

Copy# . . . ' ]ile# . '.. 3000 

'Y"6 3~.. . ~::::d ..,"'· 7.:~:,;,)~~~-t--, 
Oonnna:udirig ffiooP ~~ ·.. C) ' · 1 

_.__., · i' 
To'. · , Coo,manding.<Jff:i,cer, 7th .. Mari~ . ·. . =.::::_bS: · J'(i__ 

.... 
. . 

. Subj: After ~tiP!l, .Re.port fr' 1 ?. 9peratiori ST.A.tUiIGm -·. -~-
. . . . . . . _, ' . . ' 

..... 

1. General .. ·: , ·- ,,,_ - USMC USN 
~. .· . . -~:· . . ~. . . :, .· ~;- . . . 

a. Identifica.tion of Units involved:·· 
OFF, ·EN'L OFF EN!r. 

. ' ' , 

1._st B~ (Rein),~ 7th Mi-c ~- - 51 · '1130 
. 1st Bn, 7th· 1'fu:r. · .. · :{· · 43 1 989. 

. . 3d Plt, Co B, 3d AT· :Bl\ ... , . , 1 . · 15 · 
. 1st Pl-C,-~ c;·'1st·~ 13n: . . · -· ~' 1• 1-2· 

Det,. }d Pli-·(Rein),. Co :A~ 1st Amtra.oBn O 4 
Det, :Btjcy' :~~ 3d Bn, ;11th Ma.r · · · · 4 18 

. . - . Jff P, l:IqBtry, 1st :Sn, 12'!ih ·tvmi · 0 2 . 

3 : t:?. 
2 A2 
0 ' ;·· 

. :O. c,. 
o . .~o 
0 ·. 0 . 
f' .· 0 
.o ~ . . :~)-.. 1st Plt, eo C, 1st Engr Bnr .,·· 1' 211 

.. .: Det, .3d '.ITT . •·. · 0 · 2* 
0 . ·O· . . ! . 
o ··. •:·o ·· .... 

• I 

.. . 
· . - • .' ~t, ~.Jinterpretert1) _· .o · ~ 
: · -~-~-~a, P1--la~.·~· Bn . -·~ . 2~*-

. 'b •.. '.~tee ~r;~ti'on:,-·.,201;15H Aug 65 to 242015H q 65 •. 

. :o/•. ~Ce ~f Aatf°"• .Van ~ong ~ill""' qcnplex, ~th Vi~ ..... 
(~_Ngai Provino~),_ and. V- ~ong P~a.., · .. . ., ... 

• ... • I f .... ·• • .' • -,, ;, .J_ -~ . ·' I ~ :,.. • ' 

. Q, 0 . 
0 0 

> . ' 

a:' Casual.ties 

. ·· ~ 1 >. hi~ndl.Y'' · ·.~. ·~ 5 wu. 

. . . .. . • . .;, ., 

:. ,· 

. · (2) .. F.«iEll!W'~ 4· icU,· · ,-: WI.a. · · . · 
. . . . !~ .. . • 

. ~ . . . ; ·~ : : : ~ :: ;:. . . t J • 

. ·:. e. Na~e of -Action _,. I - ! .! ;. ., . . . . ' ·. 

' ,\,,. 
·\. ·, .. 

· ... (1.) s~~b and ·01~. (20-23 Aug~ · 
• '~f • ' f ' • • II • I ' ~ ' ' 

,' · ~-} r.~·oonh!i~asanoe i~ £oroe~- (24 Aug); •. 
i' ..... • •·N••• .... -

' .·. · -~ Licl~des ARIN ~r;· (1 r.L'J! '- . -~ interps, 2 dog· tDJs;) . . . '• 

''·' ),·· ' ,-i ,: ,. 
, ... . ••' ' I ,..,,. 

,,·,.•r't(,• . .'. _.,1,.' ' . : .. ,,· ~"'. ... 

.. 
,; 

. ' , . ,,. 
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a.· At 200900H Aug 65, 1st ~n, 7th Mar receivei;!' a warning order from 
· Hq, 7th Mar t·o be prepared to move that day by·LVT, landing craft, or h0li-· · 
copter and join 7th Mar for Operation S'iARLIGIIl'. Preparations were initi.­
ated. 

b. The move commenced at 200315H A~ 65 with a small command group. 
1st Bn, 7th Mar ,ioined 3rd Bn, 3rd Mar Heatiquarters at coordinates ~ 705S14'', 
After the command group, rifle companies landed in the order of Co A, Co D7 • 

and Co D. Co C1 was t:e have been diverted to the 7th Marines CP for CP 
security at coordinates BS 705926; however, by mistake Co C wa.s landed with. 
the rest of 1st Bn, 7th 1'19.r'and later marched on foot after dark to the 7th 
Marines CB. 

c. At 201802H,. the Bn CO issued his operation order for the follow;f.ng 
day.· Co J. was ordered to search and clear Van Tuong 2. Co D was ordered. 
to search and clear. Van Thong ?• Co B was to be prepared on order.to scr.c·· .... · 
and clear· Van Tuong 1. o 

d~ The first night of operations was ,quiet except for'one incident of 
sniper fire in the Co A sector of defense at 202300H. Co A d~fended the 
'Wostern·half. of the Bn perimeter, Co D defended the eastern half ·of the .- · 
perimet.er. Tp.e sniper fire was returned without. casualties on ?ither sido. · 

e •. At 262355H Aug 65, a 511· shell from· u. s. Na.val Gunfi:r8 · io.nded · on 
the eastern edgo_· of. tho Bn po;r.imetcr, re·sulting in 2 friendly oow· in Co D 
and l friendly WIA.·in Co B. The ca.u~e of the accident is as of this data 
unknown. · ·· 

_t. On the second day of operations, ·.co D departed the Bn perimeter 
at 210700H to-search and clear Va..n Tuong;. Tpxougaout the day Co D 
encountered modorato · t·o heavy srdp:er fire in the village,. reculting in 
two VO KIA in the . vill~e and one Marine WIA. (non-cJ.'i ti cal abdominal 
·wound).. Than-village aontai.ned about 200 civilians, mos:tly old men, 
women, and ohild:x:an. '!!he vi"llAgers were terrifi~d and reluctant in 
response _to the search and clear. activities. - F;ntrenchments .wero · f~u.bd' ... 
on·the rim or· the v~llage. Ihttide the village the~e. were numerous 
individual shelter oaves and ,dugouts. Only about 3 large caves were 
£o~d. All caves: tha.t would lend thoinsolves to concealed storage were·· 

. destroyed by demolitions. The villagers were found to be very ])'Oar;-·· 
so poor in faot that they r_eportod that the VC did not tax them. Vll1F.-.e'•3:?:'s: 
~oportod th.a. t the VC would not. porm:t t . aey-0no. to'J poss~ss more than· 30 pc•1.mf,e 
of ri!JO. at any one time. All aclulta wore intorviowcd through tho intox-1-_..;'Gto~ 
encl ·ITT. VillagorB' reported ·that the VC village. cadre had departed t.hc 
village the night bef or~~ headed in tho direction of Binh S,m, and t1.1kir,g 
along.with them tho Village Ghiof, an old man who wns described o.s a VO 
puppet .. 

' ' g. Co A' departed the Bn perimeter at 21083',5H to search and olonr 
Van .~ong 2. • Whilo enrou+,e to the villnge the company encountered a;1d 
killed one' VO sniper at ooordinc"\tes B:3703937.. Upon arrival at thq. e·cene, 
·the company :found that the sniper 1s wenpon had' been taken away. · . . . 
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. . 
~o Jl searched and cleared V~ Tuong 2 throughout the day,.--receivill8 

1 light to moderate. sniper fire res~lting in. ohe VO Kfo in Van Tuor,.g 2;.. 
Co D returned. to the perimeter just after dark.. · 

h. On the afternoon of 21 Aug, Co B wounded a. VCS who ran out of 
the bus hes in front of the perimetor. . Ho was unarmed. Tho wounded 
V~S·was evacuated for medical treatmont. · 

i. At 211730H, the Bn CO issued the operation order for tho follow­
ing day, calling for search and clear operations in Van Tuong 1 and 4. 
At 2122355, 7th ?1arines Frag Order 4-~5 was received by message confirm­
ing _the ni=.ixt day's mfasion. 

j. At 220610H, Co C departed the Bn perimeter to seize and occupy, 
the high ~ound smith of van Tuong 1. Objective C (coords BS 698956 t'l 
:BS 704955) was secuxe:l by 220925H. Ob,jective B (coords BS 694954) 
wes ~ccured by 22094c.1I. <10 C reported wqunding two VO snipers while 
':1C)i.::.iag t~ese ob,j':lctivss (u.nconf.irmod). As_ Co C was seizing Objective 
B~ (;,:, B adv--ar.ccd .from the Ba. perimeter to odm:iuct the march ancl clear 
O!)Grn.tion~ Meanwh:i.le,. fr9::n 22()6301! tJ-i.rough 22oe30H, Air st~ilrns, 
&~-:-t:LEGry, e.r.1.d. lfaaa.l \i1,.1.r...fi!~0 i;nt_erdicted tho h:.g!:. g.rom1d to :i;he northJ 
G8..st, ar.e. west cf V' an Tv.o.r.g 1 in or-ier to 't,lnck tho er.ce.pe of an.y YO 
j.;1 the v"ille.go. Co B 'bep;&n see,rch a:'.ld. cJ.c;e,r of tl1.e vHlz.ge at :?.?.0555L 

k. Van Tuong,. 1 foentered at coora.s BS 690955) was found to be 
heavily fortifi'3d. The vilrag:~ wa:3 <::nciTcl(1-d. w:i. th a trench line 8.0•l ~. 
double a.pron fence. The Yilln.go stroets hBd. i,i[', .. :i.ji traps for porson.nol 
a.."ld vehicles, as well -as sp:i.d.or trap~, r.rhcre were numerous hand­
painted w9oden An:!ii-knerican sig~s. '-Thetc ·w,3rc vecy numerous caves. 
ti.u-oughont tho village., rr.cmt cf which were cl:rntroyed by dmnolitions_ .. 
Scum 5 tons of rice, corn, .potatoes, la.r:!.ey and. ether foo1lafof.:£s :wor£3· 
found in large storage jarl:3, oovim,slr 1:.(l":; ;->8rso1:i.:-:J. stores: These· :ware 
il0etroyod. Most- of. thqee s1.1,pplica }'Tero fou.nrl i!'l. the vicL-1i ty of coord~ 
i:ie.tl;!s BS 698?57. other it,.:ms fot1.nd. :5.n -nllage ca,·3s inclu.d.ed. an 
1-}}i-:PRC 10 Radio with e~soc:i.;itGd cqi;.ipt'Jont; togethoi· vith rru.merot:.s VC 1 

docu.mrmts' ma.11i tions·, ma~u:=ifo' 1ct'tG:!.'S ~ a,nd: pror•i.I'!.gf',nrla. matr1r:lc.J..s. . , ·~ 
Sm~ . .3 ~,7ci ci vilian.s ,m:cc:i p:rccc-ssod e..nd int8rvL:.wnd. 'l1 i10se po,:,p}.o were ·· ~-, .• 
f':.11cz·a.lly t~1::i:-rificd. c..nd r,~luct~nt at first, b·..:i.t sottled dowi1 u.ftor. it . 
,,r,r,r•"lO en· """rnn.:., ·t"P+. th•=> }!<>r-1 n,-s ·-•~t,, d n,J,. 1..-....,,., -1-l,C"" ~ v1· 11.., r.•~•1"" ..... ..;'po .... ~ .. ,., :'\ ._·,,;-_.~;,,&..; ~~ J!- ,,. -., 0 .&..La,:lf .•.>-'"-I:•,_~ .._ __ _..,__ •1,.,1 1.J. ,. \., J.+;:.1 ,.LJ.:t U#<o. 1..... . ..:---15r..,.,..:) L...,., .-.. ,,vv. '• 1,;'I 
, tt&t 'im~_f!):trrt,3d. VG, ~1; of f:', ti·ai!dr~g cor::pany, and ai'Illed wHb cfi:t1bincs :,·. 
•;•!e.d. bUlctGd in -t:1e villari:o a!".d· a.epartod 10 days ·:previously. A tw=J.i:1 of ·. · / 
;,;-:.,j: c.•,)gs .,,..9r9 t:.S(1ct cl.uring the vilJ.ago search Etnd ~u.coeeJ.ed i!:J locating ; :1! 
n YC clGO!) in a Qavo. .The S,::rgeant in ch.nrge of tho dog t0s.r<1 statocl irn i 

· · I ·•I 
b?.c~ 110t sr:,:m St.Qil o:.;:t.ensi;ro i'ortif':l.oa.tions. e..nd tunnels anvwhe:t·e :in V:i.,Yc. ~- ! 'I 
t,1;1.m (14 mcnthe :i,n -ccnm, -~.·i-,} ~x,cc-i:it in Zone n.·.· Tho onl•.~:r in~j_dont of ~r!ein_··,, '1 j 

V - J" ,_, .f<~ 
±:.i::r.o in th.:;i vil~.qge oJcurred. ·in a ~2.v·e ~ .. hero VOS fh~cl et ~i:l;c00 in f. i:. J 
c,s,ve., 1.r_hase vGS wero ncfver fe>u.nd·. Co B tt:i.d1 ho:.1over, ca.pt1..,.ro :; -;(;S . ··1 : , 

c'tt:J;'ine th~ db::r ~. o~,rl:)a. •.. One of those later turnod o·J.t to be a ·Vu ha.rd •.1. f if 
core .leadar,. ano:th.er ,.turned .. ou.t to ba a reeidont oad.re g1.,.EJ1•r:i.J.lc1. Co l~ i :1 
ri:.rt:'urned to t.he ·lia'.ttaifon parir.i1::itor just e.i'~:o:r. dark wii:,hou·!; c1:;m:i)letir.g I.: f 
-:;~.:sea-i.-ob. e.nd oJ.~r. 0);>':lrat::!.on in ·van i'uo;:)g 1. r I 

· -!1. At. 220930~, .. tl;le Batta.lion CO orcl.erod 1st Platoon, ·oo.c',.let 1' 1·•·· 
Raoon Bn to asta.bliah eurve:i.1.l.£..nc\il O'ler Ven Tuong 4 (oooru.:l.11a.tes BS _'· ·· :: 
72295:5). Subaequontly, Co D detF..rted J.-.;he :Bn :pc;:imotor e.t 2~1255E to C-1':' J / 

3 ·: 61J()/.()$1,1N,, - -'" . . . ·1 J 

,,,,{ :/: 
. [, -. 

··•r ~ ;_,;_:.~· 
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. -conduct search and cl0ar operations in Van Tuong 4. A vehicle break­
down caused. a doln:y- ::.11. :Jo :D I s progress, requiring that Co D establish 

· a; perimeter d.efer,ae at coordinate1:_3 BS 731954 for the night and continue 
search and clear ope~ations the following day with the Recon Platoon 
att.ached. 

. , , ,.• 

m. On the night of 22 August at about.- 2200H, small arms fire was 
received and returned on the Bn perimeter. No casualties on either side. 

n~ li.t 222200H, 7th 1J.far Frag Order 5~65 was received directing lstBn 
to continue search and. cl.ea,r operations in Van T,,tong land Van Tuong 4 
the next day, and also to conduct· a t1-io-company search and clear opera-

.. ~ion soutbward paralle:t to -the coastline from Van Tuong 4 to Gree:in Bzach 
(coordinates BS 718923)u. This order also directed that all wheeled and 
t:-:-acked vehicles be cit?-livered. t:o Gt'een B·each by 231200:Fl. The Bn CO 
issupd his operation order for the.following day. 

o. · ,At 230920H, Co C and a small ooIIllll£'Jtd. group from Bn Hq arr:i.vr:Jd 
·· at Van -Tuong 4 to join f9r0es with Co D :'oJ· t;.-1e coastal s0ar0h and· c-.1.ear 

operation. Co D was stpl sea.rchL"lg ana. ~1l0cl-ring Van Tu.,:>n.g 4. It was 
· _.found that most of the village had been bt°'.·.:·n.1d. ou:G by alJ.oged no;p~lm ai.r 
·strikes on 18 August,. and that ther·e WE.re 38Vt?.r:?.l civilian casualties i;~ 
the 'village. Two of· these casualties were .evc1c®tea. b;y- holico:ptm: for 
medical treatment. Villagers were terri fi oil a. t first but ca.lmod a.own 
·after seeing that the N:trines meant no harm to them. ViJ.lngers also 
reported that the VC always arrived· in -l;he Yillage at n~.ght and de­
partP.d early in the mornings. ·No fortifications were found, only sme;:11 
family shelters. Villagers reported that the- v::i.llage was VC controlled 

· and that the Village Chief was a V C (not present). So~e 3 5 young males 
wer.e trlz!glad out in the village .and 61Q!:lely interviewed. None were VC .. 
Company corpsmen set up a treatment station at the village well and 
treated numerous civilians, moat of whom had skin diseases·. 

. · ·p. At 230920H, a; message was received from 7th Marinos Hq to cancG]. 
· the Qoastal search and clear mission towEµ"ds Green Bea9h as prescribod 
in Tth Marines F.rag .Order· 5-65.,. Consequently., upon completion of the 
sea.J;"ch and clear mission in Van Tuong 4, Co D and Co C ·returned to tb.~ · 

.Bn J~rimeter at 231410.H • 

. q. The ordera for the ·following ·day were received-from Hq, 7thM:l..r 
9n the evening of 23 Augu.et. The Bn CO issued his operation orde~ the 
same evening. 

r. lstBn, 7tb.Mar o·ommenced .a: reconnaissance in force from the :Bn 
perimeter at coordinates BS 705945 to a beach :pickup point at coordinatos 
BT 63'5024 at 24O640H. Co A initially led the !3n tactical column-;-occt:-pied 
Oneok Point 2 (coordinates BS 675986) to sup~o~t by fire. the advance of 
Co O·to ,Check Point 3 (coo=dinates BS 668992). At Check Point 3 the Bn 
,was resupplied with water by helicopter. After water resupply, Co C 
supported by fire the advance of Co B to Check Point 4 (coordinates.BT 
650005). Check Point 4 was subjected·to an airstrilre, using 500-lb 
bombe·and strafing, prior to Co B moving out. After gteizure of .Check 
Point· 4, Co Bled the Battalion to the beach, where 23 LV~'s were waiting 
to transport the troops -to the Chu Lai Enclave. The last .~laments ·or the 
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Bn boarded LV'r's a~ 
·565044) at 2420151-i. 
beach for the nighte 

!?419lCH, and arrived at Chu Lai (coordina.tos BT 
rea_c B8.ttalion established Rn assembly e.Tea on the 

s. Throughout the reconnaissa.nc,3 in fox-ce mission, there were no 
encou.'1.ters with VC or VCS. An aeria.l obser,rer was on station at all times 
throughout the march. 1st :P11:1:coon! Co. C~ 1st Recon ::!3n was d.eployed by' b.c-ptr 
advance of the Bn tacti11:s.l coltErr1 at Check Points 2., 3, and at the be.a~L. 

a. War dogs ca.n. "::ii.) --._rery useful in l:x:a+;:1.ng pe:r:8~nnel hiding .in ca-,1 -~~:. 

Al t!:10'\i.gh lstBn, 7thH:1.:7 ··f-:.1: able to use Wa,,: Di:t;t:1 rJh only ono b..'t'io.f oc0<1•~ 
f.ioti., bho potc-ntinl ±,fr? t::i:::..: .. ' suoceosf'b.J, cu;_::,l".lt:-.1,y··'.· ;_n countorgucrri].J ·_1, 

o:pe,:-.1.ticns was manifestly a:_r,-r~'!.'ent. • 

·,)., \\'hen moving ·th.J:.·ot·,g.h g"L1,:,,.~•il1.a. countr.1s an a:-i.daJ. obse.,:,ve:r· i8 fn--­
valuable, 0specially in preventi11g a eurprisf; a.tt.ack or· ~" locr..ting 
-targats. 

o~ 'Ihe:r.e is a ns~d f'or ·higi.1r-c• lev,els of oonm:a.~1d tc :\.rs 1.te orders c-n 
a more timely ba.si3 th&n vss- experienced in OperP.tion.,:;f>tm·l.igh. .. , 
Ord.ers were iss,usid lat1:, in ·,.;l:e Q"•;ening, making it diff'i.c1.;J.~ to issue er•~:.,:(·;, 
·a.;;.:i carry out. troop lscdir..g D'Go:9s a·t; tt-3 gmeJ.J. 11J.1i t 1.eve1. Similarly~ 
~Iil.3.ns wore changed on ~4 al1.gu.:st after fcn:ces wc:r.·9 e.ll:oc,.ay a.c:plo~.rod and 
ccm:nHted to +,he original _plan. · This change h plar.. warc: a:•~v,:r.:::·ontly no~: 
oaused. by 8!1.orny a,ctlor.,, 

a. lvJcre concern n,:::s ~; 1:i.1 g5.. v<:in to the s~fei;y of ,,:LJ.lngAs. In:=.: t5.i'.'~G8:.:-1 · · 

wera noted wh0re village'3 ,,:ere.:. o87erel-y cl.ap'Jt.g~d or C!C,strc;rc>d b;:;r r..1.:pa.L1 
ox na.-v-al gw.rl'ire; whe;rain i;h.:1 military necosnH:,r c-~· :ld.rvi: f.lO was :5.u.biou.:.::.,., 

.. - .' •"/ ;:,~~----) .. -:.>::: 
,,j,? .U./; /-fl. : / :i .i-'. /. /:_. 

~ ,,/rr1_ ~ I" . ~-~-- ... ----.- . ·. / 
__ .,.(:J.1ill8 P. KELLY ( 
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Pr"'oloms C01i1r.1eritG · and R. < - , 

:i.. ?risoner::, O::· W'.1!' 

.d:.1.t·· '.S --

(1) .B~sod on the planned short ~ur:-ttion of the ·,:iroblcm., ·orovio 1,n ex­
'l')ericnco: md ::telicoi?ter· av·,ilability, ??risoners were t) 1Bevn.cu9.t,.;d cl.il'(<!t . 
fro;_;1 tl1e b"l.tt·:lion3 to the POiJ Stock:i.de at Cht• L:ri., There w:.s no y-L-.n to 
,, ·ye ·:1 cent1~::i.1 stockade ,ri thin the l:ip.din.-:: force objoct:Lvci area.. A,s )::_,:,.·,m:-,J, 
t.:1is ~yst--?:n :.rorked aJ.tisfactori]iJ-· for tho fi::.•;1t tHo d;;..~1~;. Ilo:revcr, in th.,.t 

ip&ra.tJ.on ST:,RLITE had. been eo successful during the first two d;Jy in <'k~:-
. roy .ng the Viet Congs' main force ls.t Regiment, t:10 d0dsio:h wn.s 1:1b d0 to 
c:-ctv::d the opere.t:i.on and to conduct a thorough Dearch :-f t::i.e u::.-c,::.. i,~ order · 
i:o locate enemy weapo!1s 1 stores, and i terns of intelli::;•2nce '"cllue. '.i!.--.en the~ 
operation was extended each day the number of prisc11ers inc::;;.•'.'.sed l. ~ycnd 
that which had been predicted. As the a.vailabili t:r of helj coptr~rs -.:v..13 :r.c- . 
duGed, the IU1.1s increased, and· as the duration -of the proble:v, we.a £t,.l',..h0r 
e;~tended, ':''tttalions were no longer furnished ad0quate numberG of cel:~c-!)p"Ler.s 
to ' handle their rows. The POWs were then sent to the RLT CP. · Al thor..c:h · the 
JLT Headquarters satisfactorily handled the P01.-J situation, it neve:ctl12less 
stra.ined the already overtaxed small tactical headquarters, as the PO',vs 
could t;0t be evacuated immediately, and as moat POWs had to be :::-etained ov1:;r­
night." Based on the aforementioned method evacuating prisonera info Chu !_ai, 
th·a M:P Platoon organic to BLT-7 Headquarters, was assigned b ·the understr~ngth 
BLT 2/4 as there was no planned use for.their services in th, P.LT-7 CP com­
plex. Further 1 these MPs were retracted with BLT 2/4 o.n D+2. 

(2) Recommendation. That in an extended operation that prov1~1ons 
be made by regimental or higher level for' collecting, safeguarding, and 
evacuation of POWs,by means in addition to helicopters. This is necessary 
as there may be times that helicopters cannot fly and times when other pri­
orities preclude evr.'cuation of POWE! by l}elicopters. Also, due to frequent 
movoment of battalion comma.ndTposts, the bnttalion'headquarters should seldom 
be .::inymore than a way-station~ 

b. Civia.l Affairs. 

(l) Comment. Due to the expected short duration of the operation, no 
provisions were lllftde in the planning phase for p_rolonged con'trol, safeguard-
ing, and welfare of thd refugees. It was expected that civilians encountered 
woulC:t be · screened for arms, etc. , by the searching and clearing unit, and then 
held in a tempor1:?-ry local. ct>llecting point. Initially, refugees were ·controlled 
fed and provided with water by BLT Headquarters. later,- ho~v-ei,-er ,- tb.iB was ac-

complishe·d ftJl' some uni ts by tho RLT Headqua.rters. l1oreover, thi~ situa tioo 
WP.G complicated by the fact the first attempw· .to 0vacuate civilians from :Clahger 
areas was difficult~a.s•tliey ~: :f'rightened amt- initially di~trustful of ... 1 

Marines. 

(2) Recommondation. Since it is reasonable to expect that c~v:i.lians 
wi.1.1.a.l:.m.;yd'be --p~esent on the Vi.D:tl\o.mooo. h.attlefield, our policy of humane 
treatf.\(;::1t of the civilian victims of war a.ictatea that we be r:ropa:r-ed· 'bo feed 
and provide medical treatment, To facilitate this, it is recc·1,1mended that 
o:i.vil affairs with an English speaking Vietnamese civil offi~ial accompany. the 
er;:ni-or b.eadquartex-s on independent operations such as Oi;erat:.on 11G'.r•t:·:LI'l'7"~11 • 

~ese foams should he trained and equipped to provide food a:.d medic.al treat-
. ment to civilians, so as to not drain. the mili. tc\ry resources that nre d.as1.gned 

t0 support tl10 op0ra.tionR.l forces. • 
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c. Control of Civilian News Media. 

(1) Comment. The planned duration of Operation "STARLITE" 
was so short thF1.t had it ended as planned, u...'1.doubtedly no ca:rres::_:,-::,nd­
ent_s/photographers would ha.vo been present during the operation. 1Por 
this reason, no provisions were made to control or brief then. Ho;reffer, 
due to the noteworthy success of the operation and its extended 
duration, on D+2 newsmen began to arrive in the RI.Jr-? CP complex in 
large groups. .Al though notice was given of their coming, there was 
no PIO or o.ny one person available solely for them. Therefore, 
the CO, S-3, S-2, s..;1, briefed small groups when their time permitted 
and others wandered through the CP taking photos and ge.thering ~heir 
opinions from many persons with whom they talked. 

(2) Recommendation. That arrangements be made for a liaison 
officer from higher headquarters to accompany the operating unit. 
It is recommended that this officer be aware of the M.:.9.1'.'ine Corps 
policy in dealing with the press. He could further advise the 
subordinate units via the S-1 on the a.rrigal of tho newsmen in their 
a.roa. and what information they a.re authorized to receive. 

a. Prisoner Collection Activity and ITT O:eerations. 

(1) Comment. Arrangements were· ma.de to use the 4th Marines 
stockade a.t Chu Lai, aa RIJr-7 landed two days before the operation 
end bo.d rJ.O stockade of its own. As the_ operation was extended so was 
the magnitude bf tho prisonor handling. In the a.bsonce of a central 
colleoting point, oontrol of prisoner collecting broke-down. 

(2) Recommendation. That there must be established in the 
AOA. a. prisoner collecting point to which all prisoners must be sent 
without exception for initial interrogation by I'l.'l1. ITT results are 
then immediately available to local commanders. 

b. Effective Utilization of Division Reconnaissance. 

(1) Comment •. The concept of Operation "ST.AB.LITE" precluded 
employing division reconnaissance in their doctrinat~ role. 

(2) Recommendation. In rapid situations such as this, it is 
necessary to employ more unconventional concepts._ Reconnaissance 

personnel' a special skills can be more fully utilized by employing 
t}:_lem in the search aspects of operations ~ often the infantry elements 
oove through a hamlet under conditions which do not permit'a complete 
search or neutralization of the aroo. Under these conditions 
reconnaissance teams can follow in trace and prevent enemy sniping 
from the rear and accomplish more thorough search and destroy mission:.l ~ 
Recomiaissa.noe units also have a demolition capability which can 
amplify the souoh and dostroy capability of the infantry. 
Additionally, reconnaissance teams oan be inserted into areas of 
likely enemy escape. With close coordination with the FSCC, fire power 
oan be brought to baa.r· on specific targets as the enew.y attempts 
to escape. -

2 
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e, Direct Air Sir,~ 0 ·ort C::nter. 

(1) Comm,,mt. Since the RLT-7 Headquarters lande<l in Viet Nwn only two · 
da.::,s prior t~ommencer.1ent of plann:i.ng and was not cst.::i.blisi:1<.-,d ash.ore, the 
di vision Dil.SC had to b0 sa tol li ted on the 4th Marines F'SCC, henc,2 D1\SC 1.1as not 
in the AOA ur under LG operational control of tho I.anding ]·orce Comma.."lc:Gr 
(LFC). However, the t!SS BAYFDELD (APA-33), which might have housed the D:4SC, 
was r1ot assign~d a.s flagship until late D-1. SincG the.: I>LSC •:1as e.::;te.blis21ed 
and the opera-tlon was to secure in two days, it was felt that /..\ lat.:, sl..Li't 
would be inadviseable. While this was sufficient. for the planned short ter·m 
o~eration, 'it became unwieldy as Operation 11ST,\RLITE11 was extended up to ::;0v(0n 

days. 

(2) Recommendation. That the established ;ioctdne of ,stablisl!in,_; DASC 
in the AOA under the LFC not be modified except in emergencied. In such c:i.ses, 
it may be adviseable to.make the AOA a restricted air o~oce, and place nircr~ft 
in the air under control of the.I.anding Force Air Officer. 

·, 

b~ Tacti9c1l ~it-:.t,::t!o;n. 

(1) Comment. D,.:o :;~ tho n;)•.::,:ssi~y of speed of execution for OperaUo':2 
11STARLITE, 11 only local forces were available to be employe<l. The initial re-• 
serve, the SLF com:;iosed of BLT 3/7, could not arrive in tr ... e , .• of-. unti;L the a:f.'t~.r.­
noon of D-Da.y. As the enemy was tra.pi1u.J and forced to stan:: and fight on D­
Day, nil Mclrine units became quickly engaged. As a result, there wero in­
sufficient troops available to cover the RLT-? zcne: o.f r-.c ti(.m to :·.•1'..;;v.,nt all the 
enemy from escaping from the encirclement on the night of D-Day. 

(2) Recommendation. Insert.reconnaissance teams into areas of likely 
enemy escape. With close coordination with the FSCC, fire power can be brought 
to bear on the enemy as he attempts to escape from the battle area. 

c. Destroy Operations. 

(1) Comment. Although it wns anticipated that_there would be a re­
quirement for demolitions in this search and destroy operation of. the planned 
duration, the fortifications exceeded all expectations and emergency orders 

_1'(7f1:t ~~c~t~-:-Qp~-~~~~pnal demolitions, and the re~~der_ of the en­
gineer col'llpQnJ • As tho problem was extended, even more fortifications wet>e 
clincovercil, and due to time and pers,~nnel available I not all fortifications 
could be a.estroyed. 

(2) Recommendation. That a destruction list be established much the 
same as a priority of targets list. 

(3) PrcblGm. Due to its high detonating velocity, TNT was only margin­
~lly so.tisfacto~y for destroying under$?'ound Rtructures. 

,, 
'I! 

'• j 

(4) Rec.ommondation. That the more suitable cratering charges, shape ·r 
ch· ... :··· r; .n•,l bangolore torpedoes be_ used to destroy underground structures. J 

1 
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Tanlc and LVT Empl..9.Yment 

(1) Problem. The necessity of hav:i,ng elenonts of t·,10 dL'_;~, ;J~c1r.< ·• 

battalions resulted in the loss of the advantages of training· togetb.er and 
working together. This was not unacceptable in planning, because the diffo:r·e.d 
tank elements were supporting ;;; different battalions. However, when the8a ~:-·, 
different tank elenents were brought together und,er hostile fire, i1:un.Gdi£.tJ 
coordination did not exist. 

( 2:) Recomraendation. That when it becomes necessary to employ cor:/~c, 
support elements from different pa.rent organizations, regardless of ini tic..l c,:i­
ployment, that provisions be made for central control. 

(3) Problem. In warfare such as this, where there are- no front lines 
and no safe rear areas, encounter with the enemy must ~e expected at any tifilo 
and any place. 

\ 
(4) Recommendation. That units requesting non-air transportable 

support from the "reax" such as tracked and wheeled v1hicles, provide the 
necessary guides and security for their movement to the requesting unit. 

S-4• 

a. Suppl.y 

(1) Cor.iment. When orders were received for this operation, it was cs 
has been mentioned previously,. planned that it would last 24-48 hours.· Su~;p:..ics 
and equipment were ordered, issued and stockpiled on that basis, utilizing a 
safety factor of two days' extra supplies. As the original operation was D0 

successful, it was decided to extend i't for tho purpose pf making a detail Gd 
·search of the axea. Additional supplies and equipment were ordered from the 
Force Logistics Support Unit (FLSU) at Chu Lai o~ a daily basis. 

(al}· Methods of Supp]cy". 

. £; Originally, plans were made to supply BLT 3/3, the su:?±:'ac;:.:. 
lifted BLT, from the primary control ship··--(-J?CS) by means of helicopters and · 
amphibian tractors. The helilifted battalion, BLT 2/4, was to be supplied · 
entirely by helicopters from the battalion rear at Chu Lai. Supply from tlie FGS, 
wherein the TltC-LOG was embarked, worked. smoothly and efficiently. 

I • 
I 

l When the operation was extended, there was soon a she::. -:~•,go 
of helicopters as they had been only scheduled f qr the original short perio.-1., 
Consequently, BLT 2/4 could not be supported entirely by helicopters. The }08 
then became the· primary souroe of supply for both BLTs. Had the operatior~ ~-""'s·tec 
as planned, helicopters ·would have been a feo.sibl~ method of supply. Resul t:i.lJ.G 
from the extension of the operation aq.d associated shortage of helicopters'+. 
beoame neoess&cy to establish an lIDT supply <lump in the RLT-7 CP complex fr:. e:i.::. 
units. This dump then maintained a two dey suppl;y of MIC rations, Class V '.'.nd 
a~ much water as ooulcl be stored. _The BLTs were supplied fror.l this dump b;'/ 
heliooptere aind LVT's. This establJ.shment and use of this dump saved much -tiir.ie 
and effort since helicopters and tractors could be loaded'faster from this ~1.UJ? 
than they could from the PCS. 

ENCLOSURE (13) 
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:'. ·_;cntod on the same ship ::._:: '. :.c 
\·1as utilized co thn-l; hd:i.copt 3;.·s. 

Go:1· · ~.·1,1d 0.:1 the f:'J._>::.•,k·ck .::tr.,l L!'I'G c,:,-;ld swim nbof-lrC, for st': }_:lies. 'l'.his 
C<::!t;_,._ ·'. :i c ::-,-:--s•.1::: _,,~.;; p·.·o•;ec1 to r.c t::·. ::- 0 '::-·-:1ely eff::.cien4•. \'.' _-::,:1 r: 1..-1.r,::i...ir,s ~,mLarko:i. 
c_n ·>:·G .L.~·::, 1 l.:•.,.::: tii:!:: wr:.s ~~0st :1s in t:ie L1s1.i.::..l iw:~;hu::l. of landJ.ng ;:-: .l.:):;J.:'.c:a b:y· 

·1~. bc.:-:,.t 3 c1.2r:p-]_tc-' t}-_.c; .sJ.01;rcr .s1~ei::d of the LVTc as tho .!~"l's ,r·r•.: :iov,,:•:' . .;,n­
:.r.l to th8 :~L'l1 s-.,r•r>l;r du.m~ ard fy,e,ruontly dirr:•ctly :.,) the 1:.so-:'. 

or. tl-:e PC:3. 
(b) Tb.:., t the :-0,c; 1:-e assigned as Ll'T l-ca--rc):l. 
(c) 'I• .. ""·c an LSD with a superdcck be utilized. cw >C::.:, .;.nd -!;i1nt it~ 

l:eJ.:-:. pla tfo~"1 not ·:11? used for J.a111:i • .'.13 force supplies and cquipmcm t ,. 

(3) Co1nment. The supply of water proved to be the larGest lot;lcci~3 
J:•t·ob:1.em ,;;ncotm-~-~ As there were not enough helicopters uvailuble to 
:-.c,:orr.pl·· ,;h the ,supply missions, altho'..tgh there, were more ua.ter C"'.ns -f;h<'l:rl 
u.utho:::i.:.: ::1 b/ TE, there was still a shortR:_;e of water cans c.~~d - .ds fi.n·the:.' 
co:'"1licntecl t~1e problem. Units normally !l.ola. enough w.::i..toY c: 0:1.sto car:-? two 
g:c- ~ :_on,,,1 of w,'3tfr per mnn day. This :i.s j naclequate in tn . .:.s clir:· .te c..t this; '1-:ite 
or. f,,;st l!lo\·ing operations where trailers co.unot be d8r,}.oyed. ii.no-th-:.:." p:i.:-0bleJ1 
•'3..e!'..'ocinte,:1 1,f th water supply was colJ..0cti'.'te empty cD2.:.:.1 fron. the u.r-:i::(, un:i.-:--,~ .. 
Ovc·.L· 15(,0 gr...llons of ·water per day were sup~.:,.ied to ~mi ts of t::.·.e R~'.t'. 'L.,, 
PCS was used &.s tLe water point. For a co.n,s-:.a.c.i.~able period of timu c . .11·:L:. ·; the 
sever:. d.1 . .ys of tlie o:i;,eracion, the ship was· forced to go on watc-r i10,1.1·G bc,:::.'UE>e 
cf the amount of wate::.· bc~:1g furnished the RLT ,. Gome water was res·•xpiJ:!.::.ec. 'uy 
helicopter, but tile '.:uJ.k of it was resupplied. by LVT. A very effic:i.ent m,.thor'. 
of wate:i:- resupply was developed. The LVTs WP.l'e floated into .the weJ.l de~k 
\vi tl · cm_oty cans loaded and open. A two-inch water hose was lowered into the 
trac·;:or ~- .1d the cans were filled in place without l:: 7ing to manhandle tb.cim, .thur; 
saving precious time and manpower. 

(4) Recom~endat~. 

(a)·That any unit comi?lB into Viet Nam and particularly in 
op•:)rn ~ions outsi er,; an enclave, brine; oncUf,h water cans to provide four e;al.:.or.s 
F"- -~· '.7£1.n per day. This will allow the :R~~'l' dumps to sbck:pile · '.tater and ~ut 
c1,,wn en 2hortaii;cs and a.void frRntic resupply run.a to w:=i.ter rc:L:rcs. 

(b) Tllo:t front line commanders be impresseJ wi tr: the fact that if 
cmJ : y c.:1ns , ;e not co).lected and returned, that their U...'1.its cannot be rc­
sur;pJ.::.cid wi t;1 water. Along this line, lister bags can be employed where the 
r.1-h,.:1.tion perm1.ts.. The water cans can be emptied into the lister bags and 
ret\1 7.'!1(1d in the same transportation that brought them. 

(5) 2£..~~~• Since the operation was expected to be c~ short dura~ion, 1. 

th« battery chargor for the BB-451 was not taken~ f~s Operati•·in 11STARLITJ!;11 

w:a.,.:i e::-:tendef~ (,c,mr.mnice.tions suffered· :f:or lack of charged b~tteries. 

---~-; 

~ft 
5 Enclosure (13) 



. I 
/ . 

' /...,~;;i_ 

;;J!~..E:1=~~ ····•· 

~:, . s• (l) &_ _ 

(a) ThP~t a battery charger for the BB-451 be taken on 
an operation regardless of its anticipated duration. 

· (b) That a pool of approximately ~0-30 BB-451 1s be set 
up in the Chu Lai enclave. Under norrnal'ciroumstances, the T/E 
allowance ia ad.equate but when a heaNy demand for information is 
placed on a unit conducting combat ope~ations and the available 
helicopters a.re already oyerburdened with casualty evacuations and 
other priority tissiorui, the normal supply of batteries becomes 
totally inadequate. Since it ·is not envisioned that continual 
operation would exist in the majority of operations conduct0d it 
is not considered tl) be economical to solve the problem by increasing 
the units' allowance of BB-451 1s. 

c. PIQ5 Portable Public Address System. 

(1) Comment. · Each battalion rates two PIQ,5 Portable Public 
Address Systems. It was found that this number is insufficient and 
there should be enough PIQ5 1 a a.va.ilable for platoon soa.rch and clear 
operations •. This will enable the searching units of platoon size to 
inform civilians of their intention to search houses and caves and 
further enable the platoon to advise the civilians of action to take. 
Moreover this urµ.t has multiple usage and can be used in training, 
riot control, a.rif1 in similar usages. 

(2) Recommendation. 

(a) To increase the infantry battalion allowance of 
PIQ5 1s to 12 or one _per platoon. 

(b) Recognizing that the a.vailabilty of interpreters 
may not be thA.t of' the inareasad allowance, it is further recommended. 
tba.t prepared tapes ·be recorded to be used with.the Piq5 so that 
interpreters will. not be required for each ad.dress system and thus 
enable the platoon to tell civilians ·that they will.not be harmed, 
'they will be· fed, ate. · 

d. Smoke Grenades. 

. (1) Comment. Before the operation began the Force Logistic 
Support Unit (FLSU) at Chu Lai exhausted its supply of green and 
yolbw smoke grenades, which are essential it ems in the employment 
of helicopters. By the end of the first day tbe supply was exhausted. 
A request to Logistic Support Group (IBG) brought sufficient supplies 
by the and of the second day. · 

. ( 2) Recommendation. Tba.t larger stocks of these items be 
maintained· at the FLSU in Chu Lai not only for operations such as 
Operation "STARLITli:" but also .for the. use in defensa of the enclave. 

e • · Flashlights• . . 
(l) Comment. :ti was 1u.mecl on 011eration '~--,.l-lLITE" that therA 

were not nea..rJ.i enough flllBhligbts, available in RLT allownoe for searoh:.r1t; 
. oaves and tunnels. 

(2) Recommendation. That at least one flaa.~hlight per e~uad be 
aide.available for this purpose. 
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f. Medical Evacua tio:::1 " 

(1) Commeut. Plans were to evacuate all minor casualties to the 
be.t·~.alion a.id· station (BAS) and all major casualties to Company B, 3d 
Me..:' ca::. Ba ttaJ.~.on, since it had a complete surgical °tP.a~. 1:.:ien the LF3 
arriv .._d on station off the landing beach, serious cdsual tics were to be ·evacua t .... 
c1 to the L:f>H, Nevertheless, at one po5.nt when action w:,s at its greatest 
t:,.ere was a co.sua.lty overload at Company B because casual.ties were occu:.~ing 
,=,o fast that all wounded, whether slight or J?,,rious, were to.ker. to c,.,rr:pa-ny D ... 
For o short period after this, all cases, both serious and slight, w.:)rc sent . 
to t:·1.0 BAS. 

(2) Recommendation. That helicopter crew ch.!.ef's o.:-:d '· ll r".nd:LcP..l per­
srnnel be brief~d-0t1evacuat'ion plans prior to the l:P':)ra tior. .. cnther tb.: ... Ii. '•eJy 
completely on cor::-:,men and 3lilall unit leaders who r.:::::.::r ,1ot t-J rc::-F..d:ily av.•,~jJ_a,'t..;.e 
to provide g;uidance at the time of the medical evacuation. 

g. :f!_.an~nti<2!!.:. 

(1) Problem. Initially no organic transportation was taken 9n the ___ _.... 

operation. Reliance was placed on LVTs ~nd helicopters. When the last ELT 
entered the operation, wheeled vehicles were brought in. Eecnuse of poor 
trafficability they were of negative value in that they presGnted a problem 
of having to be secured as well as prolonging embarkation. 

(2) Recommendation, That a minimum of M-274 (mules) be tD.ke:1 
water resupply of companies and that a M-274 be used by the RLT suppl? 
for the stagi~g of supplies in the helicopter landing zone. 

h. Maintenance. 

,..,....,., 
.· ....... 
... ...,,., 
- • •·.4,· 

(1) Problem. Due to the planned short d~ation of the opr::>re1+.-L ~., '. 
no· 1·1aintenance services were provided for I and a11 material casual tie.s lmd 
to be evacuated to the PCS. 

(2) Recommendation. That on prolonged and larc:;e size oper:;ct:i.o:r..r;, 
~ontact repair teams in all commodity field;:1 should be s-:;ationed a.bo:;i,rrl ·t;h1:: 

PCS. For opere.tionsof short duration that a maintenance float be r:.tilizc•d., 

.,, 4 Comr,nu,iii9AAtoJ¥!" 
a. Division Communication SOP. 

(l) Comment. The limited time available tor planning result:-.:d 1.'.: a 
requirement for a·great amount of improvising~ 

(2) Recommendation. That improvising could be facilitate& in+.~' 
future ~ the following change to the present 3d Marine Di vision· commun. :'' ;i -~.ions 
.operating procedures. 

(a) Assign unit radio 0a11·signs in accordance with JANAP 119.Not 
ru.l Nc.wluni ts are in possession of the Comm-Elec Annex to C ,.era t.ion OrdeF __ ·---· 

· . 321A-65 1 but they are i~'.possession of JANAP's and ACPs. · 
. </ 

(b) Use JANAP-195 circuit designators for assigned frequercies. 

--~,.,  .to frequ;ncies .~~ ,,• Enclosure (13) 
. ( 
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b. LVTP-5 Command Tractor. 

( 1) Comment. The LVTP-5 Command tractor provides an excellent 
operating facility for 0P3rations of short duration where the terra:i.n re­
stricts the use of wheeled vehioles. However, it lacks the single side band -
capability. 

(2) Recommendation. Install a SSB radio in the LVTP~5 command 
tractor to net with the AN/RRC-47 and AN/7RD-75. 

6. Artillery.!. 

a, - ·Organization. 

( 11) Problem. Ini_tial.q a certain amount of contuaion and uncertainty 
in oomnunioations on the part ot battalion 111.ison officers· (LNO) and forward 
observers (FO) existed as a i"esult of the changing bat ta.lions and having new 
LNOs and FOs from another artillery organization when the initial BLTs were 
relieved. Their normally assigned frequenoiee: lad to be oha.nged in some cases 
at the last minute and there was timel.oM • in prouulgating this information 
to a.11 the FOs, The fire support coordination center (FSCC) did it' a best 
to rectify this situation when relief of BI.Ira passed through RLT· lieadquarters. 

(2) Recomm-etrcla.tion. That the frequency assignments of the 7th Marines 
and. 4th Marines- be studied for poseible reMSii3'?llJ18\'lt or reconcilli9:tion.. · 

b. :Oemage Assa,pmest. 

(1i) Commct. Difficulty was. experienced in receiving danage assessment 
:raports a.tter each tire miaaion. There seemed to be reluctance on the p~ · 

.of the battalion LnOa and/or FOs to estimate oasualties. They often reported 
the target "well-ooveredn but would not state that casualties resulted be- · 
cause they could not see· 8?\Y'• 

(2) Recommendation. That inatruotion be given to LnOs and FOs on how 
to estimate aasualtiee in damage assessment reports. 

o •. F§OO Operating Spaces 

( t) Comment. On fast moving, short 4uration problems, a ·LVTP-5 
oommand tractor is well suited £or FSCO operations, especially due to the lack 
of time required to diaplaoe and its ability to funotion on the move, both on 
land and in the water. 

. (2) Reoomauglation1 That on operation _suoh as this, a. LVTP-5 oommand 
traotor be made available tor the ~c. 

:d, §heeti8 Codes. 

· ( 1) Comment. Rm-7 originated shackle oodea £or subordinate field. · . 
units on Operation "Sl'ARLITE" out of neceaaity_. lt' was necessary since PaoFlt 
ICAC-HB series were apparent.13 not available £or issue to RLT-7. While thi~ · 
arrangement sui'fioed £or field units, no provisions existed for communications· 
between naval guntire support ships until about D+4 (dqe), when the ships 
were issued our oodea. As a result, man_r items of information bad to be trans­
mi~~S!i i ,Q.~rP.~t.R he S8()urity riska. 
' ''.~,i"- '~''':~;,. -· ,  Enolos.u.re (1') 
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('2) Recommendation. That should a similar situation exist in future 
operation not utilizing joint service shackle sheets, 1'rovisions be !llE\.d'.':' ;·_.: .. 
ensuring that NGF sup;_;ort ships that are: a;3signed oh short notice are 
provided same. 

. :··· r, . 

Enclosure (1:' 
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OPERATION STARLITE 

1. Following units participated in Assa~t Phase of Operation Starlitea 

•••Marine Corpss 

· · (1) RLT 7 consisting of a 

,: HqCo, 7thMar 
_____ .__,__--- Det, CoB, Rein lstTkBn 
' _Det, 3dBn(•) Bein, llthMar 

Det, CoA, 3dATBn 
l07MM Mortar Btr.,, 3dl3n 12th Mar 
Det, HqBn, 3d MarDi.v 
Det .Co.A, 3d All Traclm. 

' .. (2) BLT 2/4 

H&S Co, 2dBn, 4th Mar 
· Co's E, G., H 

~~ 2dPlt, Co C, 3d 'lkBn 
2dPlt,. Co B, 3dEngrBn 
Det, 3dl3n, 12tbMar 

· ·.. Plt MPOo, '4)1arDiv 

· ,(3) BLT 3/'j 

.. > ,.., · · H&S co,- 3iln, 3dMa.r 
.,, ' 

.. ,- .. 

I~_'; r. 

. . / ... .,,,, .. ,. 

' . 

-~J l ··:,: 
, Co's I, K, L, M 

·.· :~ 3dPlt, Co A, 3dTICBn . 
. . '·· Plt Co B }d.ATBn 

t··i 
,; I 

.. -~ I 

. .'' -~· ' 

, ; 3dPit (Bain), Co A, laUmT.raoBn 
3dPl t, Co B, 3dEngrBn 

':'. ~, .. \'. ,, ' 

,.· 
i:,:':; . 

.. ..... :, 

,, 
:,·- ,. 
,t .,,r 

Det, 3<1Bn, l2thMe.r 
Det, lstBn, 12thMar 
Det, ITT, 4thMar 

-.(4) BLT 3/7 . 

. B&S Co, 3d:Bn, 7thMar 
Co's L, M., ~ 
Btr,y I, 3dBn, 11 thMar 
107mm Mortar Btr.,, 3dBn, lltbMar 
3c1Pl t, Co C, latAT»n 
,C,.Plt, Co c, latEngr:Bn 

'I'.',,._ 

·--~-""' 
I 

' . ' 

. ·• . - ,ii 

----~ I 
, .. g,,:" I' 

. • '( . ,1 

:'~:; 
/"\...~ ,r 

·' 
. '. ; ) 

ENCLOSURE, I ) 
\;,M-o~'·'·"'~ ~-,c, r· 11 ,.,-""'1"1 ,;(.~1 .. > ,-; ;,, " '\! " .. ,• ' ";• ...... , 
t'i'' 1-'Jiti~i!l\l •, t . ... ~t•.~ 

1,;l,~~ffr.Pj'f'J L ,, '\ll<'lf'j,\l 
"'"' ,.di v,i. ul 1 h;i,v ,, 
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2d Plt, Co A, 7th MT Bn 
3d Plt, Co C, 1st Recon En 
3d Plt, Co B, 1st Tk lb 
3d Plt, Co A, Jd AmTrao Bn 
Det, 1st FSR 

. ' Det, Co C, 1st SP Eb 
Det, BMU-1 
Det, Co C, 1st Med Bn 
Det, 1st For Recon Co 

2. Following uni ts ~upported assault: 

a. Marine Air 

MAG-ll· 
VMFA-51.3 ! 

VMFA-51+2 

MAG-l2 
VMA-.311 
VMA-225 
VMA-214 

/· 

·'. ,·_ ·~ ' MlG-16 
m+r-,361 
HMM-261 .. 
VM0-2 
HMM-161 

··,: )' 

' ... •. ·. :· 

·, . ~,·;1 

,· .f 

SIF 
HMM-16.3 

.. ' . .I 

VMCJ.:.1 

... b • .Marine ~ound in Support at CHU LAI 

1st Plt, 3d 155 Gun Btry; 1st Plt, Btry K (SP), 4th Bn, 12th Mar; ;. : : . 
FlSU /11. 1st Plt, .3d 8" How Btry (SP), FMF, Btry M 4th Bn, 11th Mar; · .. 
Btry C, 1st &, 12th Mar; Btry C, 3d Bn, 12th ~ . :1 

;-·.,' 

o. Army Aviation Units: 7tp Airlif.t Plt I Corps Avn Co (Prov) 'With 
UHl.B; 22oth Aviation Co With ¢n.F. . 

.. \ 

d. Naval Guntire: USS GALVESTON cro 3, USS .CR.IECK DD 886,. USS PRITCHE"l,T \ 
DD561.· . 

·, ' . 
•• Air Force Units t Jll Air Comnando Squad (Flareship). 

t. ARVN1 I Corps interrogation teams. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

2 

••'•,• ,'. 

..~ ' '.. :::·:,.,_,_,.,; ..... ....:._:_. __ ........ ~~;-::·:;.:-~'-!-.··;r· , ...... : ·····~•:,!i 
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3. Following uni ts joined during mop-up 0p:9r&tions beginning 200800Ha 

a. Marine Corps 1: 

Co K, 3d Bn, 7th Mar 
BLT 1/7 · 
H&S Co, 1st Bn, 7th Mar 
Co's A, B, C, D 
Det, Co c, 1st Med Bn · 
Co C (-) (Rein), lat &lg%' Bn 1 
Det, HqBn1 3d Ma.rDiv ,·, .. 
Co C (-) (Bein), lat Bacon '.Sri· 
Det, 1st Bn, 9th Mar -- ·. , ./: · 
Det, 2d·:Bn, 9th Mar~ ., ·, ' 

be ARVN Unites 

'· 

3dVN Marine Bn 
2d :Bn, 51st Regt 
Det, 3d Arm Pers Carrier Troop 

', Co 3d Bn, 5th Regt, 2d Div 
lat Intantr, Scout Dog Plt, I ~orpa 

_ 34th Art Bn, I Corps 
21st Art :Bn, 2d DiT 

- ::, 4•. Additional Marine units engaged in support ot both assault and mop-ups 

, I 

l 
·.- ,1 

MACS-9 
VMlR-152 
Det, VIDR-352 
ASRT (System-11) 
HDC/DASQ ti-J)ll· MASS.;.2 

5• lJ. s. NAVY in SL11 

USS IWO JIMA LPH-2 
USS POmT DEFIANCE LSD 31 
·uss TAI.J,ADFnA AP.Al 208 

6. . U. S. Navy which landed 7th Marines and BLT 3/31 

USS BAYFIELD APA 33 
USS CABILDO LSD 16 
USS VERNON COUNTY LST 1161 
LCU 1482 
LOU 1493 

7• ARVH unite blocking West· ot Highwq one during opera.tion.1 

n uni~ ot l3INH SOI Distrioi, 698th RI' Co. ~NCLOSUREl/) 
_,_ 

• __ .A, ____ __,_~----~- ...... ~ • .,., • ...,_~ ' , .. , ~ 

;, 

. ~~: ,, . .,·.,; 
~: 

) :_. ,): 
. . .~' ., 

. ·, •· ,· ): 
' ; 'I 

I ·. • .: 

•!<.'1.., 
. ·~ .. . ,, ,:,• .. ·.;] 

' i 

'.' .~:..,1 '. 

·,_ .. ·-· 
i''. 

. -~· . , .. 
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'. Ct:'py-c.f .C:,pies 
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~' 
· Chu Lni Vietn,m .:.:. 
l70?00H Aug 1965~ 

J~nnax A . (T!!sk • ~~nniznti?n) ~ opa~a~ion 01'for '32)-6.5 

Titna Zone: H 

RLT-7 
.J \•~ I,••,;•.•~ -:'. 

D,?t, 'i!q Co, 7th Marines , . . . : .••, ,., _,. ,. ,, 1 .•. 1.,. , . •. ·, . 
C:, B (.) (Hain)', 1st Tink' Bn' ... : .. · '.',/'·"·':' ·•.• .. -": 

Col -PEAT!lOSS 

Det, 3d Dn (.) (ae1n)', Uth Marines··' . 
Det, Co. A, )l .Amtrao Bn. ,'.1 • .. : .• ;,.' , ~,·· ·f .,•, .. ,1.··,\,-l-,,1:::)·. "" · ... • , 

I•,•• ' ' }•• '\.Jt.,i_ \~.~_j,; \.~_,\ . .J.,1,•}'it,-1' \.f lo<' ~ .• ~,~I. 

B~T 2/4 
' 2d Bn, 4th Marines 

2d Plt, Co C, 3d T.:1nk Bn. 
2d Plt, Co B, ~ Engr :3n 
Det, )1 Bn, 12th Marines 

BLT 3/'J 
· '.3d Bn, )I Marines 

·. :·--,:~ . . ~.~ . 
.. \ ';. {' ->'· :· ., '!• • • 

:\ ··:· .•._•li_,· . •·:,. 

,. 
·,t Jd Plat, Co A, )d Tank Bn 

)l Plat, Co Br )i AT Bn . . . 
)i Plat (ReinJ, Co A, let Amtrao Bn 
3d Plat, Co B, )i Engr Bn . ·" ...... 

;, .. Det, 3d Bn, 12th Marines 
Det, 1st Bn, 12th J!4rd.nes 
Det, ITT ,J.·· 

.... J; 

,; ,. 

f•.1-'.:-

.. ,. 
-/ . "•,;,; ·.1.~' . t- · 1 

.·, 

. ), . 

I 

!I ,, 
ii 

',i 

/: I 
I 

: _- ~ • J I 

'"10'\ ' .. 

Lt Col BODI.Et,.· :··r-::~t. : . · ·. BLT 'J/7 

.. ' 
!·i,..-' •'t··,,' 

--:-, · · .. 1d Bn, 7th Marines 
. Btry I, '.3ci Bn, 11th Marines , 

107mm Mort Btry, '.3d Bn, 11th M:lr1nes 
·. 1d Plat, Co C, 1st, AT Bn 
, )! Plat, Co c, 1st Engr Bn 
. 2d Plat, Co A, 7th Ml' Bn 

"' 3d Pl~t, C.o C, 1st Recon 3n 
)i Plat, Co B, 1st Tank Bn 
)i Plat, Co A, )cl Amrrac ·an· 

.._.. Oat,. jlq Co, 7th Marines 
.• . 0:)t, ·3c1 Dental Co, FMF · 

. . 'DGt; 1st FSR 
· 1· •. ·.• DGt, .4k, Ct 1st.~ Bn 

: · ":,. Dlltu?~ 1 . · . . . ' ·, :•.~,: 

_- ,,'._ -·: Dot,. r&J,l Plat, Co Ct 1st Med Bn 
'Det, 1st Force Recon eo. IMF 

.~ ; '' ., 
., " 

-::•.•', 

\' 

'· ... ', 

.. ' 
"( .~ ,· -., 

.•. ~tt._ .. .,.;;, 

'',i 

.. _ ........ :':" 

·)·. 
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Inola (l) .. •I-._ .. ·-,., ·• 

.;; (2) 

<z> 

Concept. ot Operation OTerlDJ · 
D-Dat Opfll!rat.iona A.shore 0-,erlq 
D+l Operations Ashore 0Yerlq 
D+2 Dieposit.ion ot Unit,e 0.•rlq 
D+l Dispoeit.i.on ot Units Overlq 

,. t" • • \ ' ',• 

•. ' ' '' '.• 1. ' •• • •• 
.. '.• ·. ~ 

. . ~ .~· ~ '~ .... , ' 

: ,, bl 
~?) 8) 

D+4 l»,spo•iUon ot Unit.a OTerla, »+, Diepoeition of Um.ta OTerla, 
Rout-• ot March lat. Ba. ?t,h Han.nee OYel"lq 

l, I'!!!• ot Qpecattoo, Opera\S.On lt.arli\e• A Hanh am ole&r opera\i.011 
ln the YAJI TUONG Y~lla&e Coaplu. 

a. : Date o,t 99,ta~leP• ~71000Jl \o z.11.21.0011 Aueu•t. 1965. 

'' ·, 

,. J.:ggatigp, VAR TUORO Vlllaa- Co,aplaa IINH SON l>11t.ricts QJA?ll JIOAI 
Pl"Ovince Sout.h ot t.lw CHU LAI BnolaY• in t,u VS.GinU,1 ot Nort.h ot 1-W 01'14 
Line (BS 92), Ian ot t.be 1-1 Otlcl Lt.DI (BS 6?) aid Sout.h ol 1-W 0rld L1ne 
(BS 98), ' . . 

4.· ·99mmag1 Headg,aaGlt,I;, Couandl-. ota. ..... 7\h larinaa. 

'• Rnport4:PC pttiq9t• Colonel O, f, PSATll08St Coaanclifll Offt.oet, 7'11 . 
Harlnea, ·1.· 

.·. .I . ·\ 
' .. , 

. a. Kar1ne Corpe Ol'OUll Vrd.u •. :,:- ,_. 

· (1) ILT •? tomlat.1111 ot1 , 

HqCo, ?\h Hann• 

De\, Co B (Un), lat Tenk In ··· 

. M, )l ID<-> (lle1n).. 11\b lb.rt.nee' 

».i, Co J., )l Af Bn 

lO?aa Kort,v Bt.r,, )l Bn,, 12\h ll&rlnM 

».t., liq Bn. )l Hanoa m.-,s.a1on · · , 

»-, Co A, )S 1,atrao Bn · 

. (a) JU 2/4 

. . . , ... , 
,I ~ I 

·. ,· 

. ._. .. 
~ . '• ; . 

.-.: ,:JJ 
'• .. 1 

........ ~ .... _:A 
; 

.. ·_ . ' . ' .j~ 
·ti 
_.j 
··,, 

. •··.' _. .. 

:: ··., 

.. _·,, . -~' ~-; ; .. .. ·, ',: ... . -\' ,i· 
. :,~;;\ ,,· 

: -'._. __ ;'.·· ... ":-_ .. --!:~ .:~~>. ~--.-1>?-,:~1~ .. ;~~:·~ ~d,\;.;,~, ....... , 
' '. 



. r 
"' ; ,'.~ "' ' 

I 
\ 

I 

I .. 

I 
I 

l 

l 
.I 

I 

l 
I 

i· 

I 
·I ·i 
I ~ 

( ,, 
1., .. 
I 
I 
) 

'\ 

.. 

I 
I 
I 

! 
' 

. ! 

I 

I I/ 

t ';' 

·•., 

·'. 

Co'• B, O, B 

2d flt, Co C, )l Tank ID 

2d. Pl\, Co D, )t. lnp- h 

De\, )l Bn, 12\h Mari_. 
I 

Pl\ HP. eo. )l larinl D1viat.oa 
,' (' 

. ()) BLT:,/) . ;;i.'· --·.\ ,,'.'" :, '·· . 
, .. 

:::, B&a Co, )I In, )t KariMt 

C.111·1 l, L, I 1 , •. ~' 1~ '. 1 \ ,.; . '. · 

)l n,. Co ,,_ ,s , .. 1a .. 

Pl\, Co B, )l Mt la 

'4 n, (lah) • Co A, 11\ Wft4 la 

· )l Plt., Co I• )I ln&r la 

ht, )l Int 12t.h Ian._. 

Det., lat. In, 12\h Harl­

».\, m, ~•an•·· 

;·_.I 

.. 
_;' 

.,... . 

:',•. 

: . 

.I 

(,.) 11.T J/? 

_11.18 Co, )11••- ?lb Kari.Ma 

Co'• L, II, I 

l\r, X • )l In, llt.h Karin.a 
', '~ . 

101a Ion~ lt.r,', )l Bn, U\h K~ . 

. . )l Pl\, Co Co, la\ ~ la 
. ~ ~ ': :. 

,... Pl\ Co C lit, I~ la . ' ·. ·,. -. ·- . -; ' -.,. . . . -· . . . ' -, . I•: . • • ' , ,,. ·: , '-,,• 

24 nt., Co A, ?t,h Hr la 
·,'' 

.·' 1,:1:; •. · •. • •• ' 

. ' ~- t,) ... . 

l ! \'. .:,;_' f,J .. 
,, ·,. 

.-, .. , . 
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)1 Plt, Co A,. )l A.mrrao Bo. 

Det • · 1st lSR 

Det. • Co C • lat. SP Bn 

Det., BMD-1 

Det,, Co C, · lat ~ Bil 

Det. • 1st Foro• Beoon Co 

i:J'' 

•.:·· 

? ,. S'1j)po~1~- roraea. 

! . 

I 
' t 
I 
! . 
I 
I 

t 
I 
I 

I I . 
i 
I 
r 
I 
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t. 
1. 
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I 
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t 

a, Following Unite auppor\14 a11ml\• 

(l) Karine-Air 

KAO-U 
. ~ 

,l-, 

i• 

VMFA-~2, · 

IAB-12 

; , 

I, ·, 

·vtff/1 
MIA-'11·.: 

, VHA.:n5 \ .. 

'YHA-Zl4-

. ·, 'ja.J-..0-16 
•• f." • 

. • ! mot-:,61. 

S!K-261. '.. ; . . • I 

,,' ... \~i 
. ' '.•,'. 

HMH-161. ' :· ' . 
• ," : I• ' \: I • 

si.r , , •• I < • I ' ,\} ~ i 

•, ,, 

~ ·,• ' ' 
,'.·:·. \ . 
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I .· 
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f- flt. Bt17 K, l.55 How (SP) Btq, 4th Bn. l.2t.h Karin.ell 

7LSU fl 

()) Anq Aviat1on Unit.a. 

7th Airli•t, Plt, I Corps 1ft Co (Prov) wit.h Vlll.B 

220th Aviation Co vi.th Oll' 

(~) Naal Guni\re. 

USS G.ALV!STON CLG J 

USS OBLBct DD 886 
" 

. USS PRITCHffl DD ,SQ 

(.S) Air Foree Um.t,. 

I 

'I 

'1,l Air Co••lldo SClUL (nana'bip) ' 

( 6) Al1T~ •. {' 
' 

I Cc,stpa Int.erro1at.io11 'f •-
, ·' 

· b. Following .uni ts ~ined. durinl aop-up operat.iom . 'bec1,m1te 2008008. 

(l) Mann• Corp••· 

,. Col,)! Bn, ?t.hllarinN 

BLT 1/'I 
HIS Co, lit. Bn, 7th Mari.nu 

Co'• A, B, C, D 

_Det., .liq Bn1 )l Mari.nt Didaioa 

Co C (.) (Bain), let Jqr la 

(2) ARVN Unit.a. 

)l Yll Harl.ne Bn 

· 2.d Bn, Sl•\ la&t. 

J)et,, 3d: Ara Pera Cam•r Troop 

Co, )t Bn. St,h Best,, 24 Did·• 
, ... ' ... 

in. :tatant.r:, &ooat. Doc n,. 1 Corpa 
-...... !. ,. 

',. .. 

. • 
. ' 

:/"' ... ··/ ',· i., 1'~! 
},;i 

!. ~ .. r·I ,., 

.·. ,,:,): 
'. ·, '··.· :11. 
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.... 111 

·,ii 
,:11 

;i1 

:J, 

.·., 
' ' 

\' 



·p 

i 

I 

I· 
I 

. . 

'4th Art1 Bn1 I Corpe 

2;1,et. Ari.¥ Bn, 2d Diviaion 

·•• Additio~ Karine mdt.a · •acaced in auppon et bo\h uaault. a&¥1 sop4p •. · 
--, 

-------. 
; 
I 
i 

I 

KACS-9 

VMJR-152 

., 

Det., VWR-).S2 · 

I '• 
I • ' 

l 
I Ji • 

·•'. 

BOO/DASC: troa MASS-2'·,, : . 
' ~\ ' . ~-

,. U. s •. Na'f1 'Ampbibiou Group, J:nit.i.al A1eal\ 
. '· •'-

\ USS BAY1"IE1J> APA ))''):\· . 
. ·••:~-\ 

·• \ 

USS CABILDOli,Sl) ).6 · ' .. :,<\\ · 
. ~ . . 

\'., . ' · .. \ \ 
uss vmoN coom. LST 1161 . ·.. ' \:: , 
L"'" 148. 2 ~: .. ,_·.· : >\\,.,. . .. ,· -, \'_, ... 

\1111 . ~~~~}-. ._.._. 

... u_. s. Navr 1.n SLF-•· 

USS IWO JIMA. LPH-2 

1;"-' • 

USS POlH't DUlANCI LSD 31. 

USS TALLADJDA APA aos 

I ' 
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"\ . ·.<•.:'ltc· 
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\ 
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t. AllVN wd.t.1 bloold.rw Wen ol Hialwq One durln,; opera\1011. 
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TO 76., 

h. Employment or Support.lilt Ara. 

(1) Arlillea;. 

·, I 

· (a) Artillery oonsiated ot the 107m Mortar Batter:,, )1 Bn · · 
12th Marines. holilifted into a poeition Tia (BS 68297)) run Batt.er, It l~P) 1 
4th Bn, 12th Marines, ilooated ln an adyanced position Yic (DT 60,5018). Acl­
ditional batt.ories providing tire tram. their tiring positions w1. thin the 
CHU 1,AI enclave includfd Battery C, lat Bn, 12th Harineei, Battery Mt -4th 
Bn., 11th Marines, the Jd 15.5 Oun Battery (SP), FMF, and the lat platoon, 
):l 8" Howitza:- Battoey (SP)., FMF. The ):1 Bn, 12th Marines controlled all 
artillerJ .firas throut;h an idvanoed FDC located in the Ticinity ot Batter;y 
K. ~ha l0'7mm Mortar B~ttary made one displacement on 20 August. 1965 to a 
firing position within the W.,T-'l CP perlmoter, vicinity (BS 705928) • Thia 
diiplacement. wae neceaaary to eupport. continued operationa to the aout.h and. 
pro~• cover tor the eventual retraction ot ,n1ts oTar t.he beaob. Artill-r., 
va• available t.hroughout .the operation. · . · 

,· 

(b) ArUllu, til"ed 192 llil1ion1 u tollona 
\". . 

•• MrWl~!S ~.l&SU\I • 
' ', ,a .... ! ~ 

,< 

. ' 
· .. .I• Troop• ent.nnaMd 8 

11• Troopa in open 10 

S.• Built.. ·up are&• 7 ,. Foni.t1.oat.1on ' ... Weapona and lquipunt, 8 ,. Suspected_ Ye 20 

1· Preparations 1 ... 

l• Harrasa1nc and Int.erdiot.1011 84 

1• Hal1dng oonoentrat.1ona '\ :,6 

(o) Total number of roum1 tincl wre '•°"• brcken down II' 
la\t..17. aa. toUow•a . 

· · · . .,. l.07• 11onar Bat.t.w.,, ,/12 ?51 

· ·. 1• · ·Batter., C• . ,/12 · _ , •: 176 
·. I 

. ~; l• lat,t..17 l, -/U '<: 1, 1.l.P 
. ,', . . ; . 

·• ,'·,;; 

.. • ',,! 

' :' ..... :. 

'.I 
' 

.. / 

" '',! 

.. 

.. ..,..,~ .. .~ -·.: 
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~.. Battery M, 4/ll 

l• Jd 15S Gun Bt.r, (SP) · 

190 

·179 

§., Plt,, lat 81 How Bt.iy 19 

(d) A •u.mraart ot obeenad •~ oaaual.U..a 1a u tollowaa: 

J.,. VCllA U6 

a. Ve WIA l.f 

(2) (ilJ:. 

(a) Air support tor STAlU.,ITB began with larxli~ zone preparation 
by A4-C'• ard E'•• atd F4B airore.tt ot the lat Marine Aircratt Wi~ from 06lS 
to 07)0. Sixteen •ort.ies delivered lJ.5 tone ot bombs, four tons ot napalm. 
and 1,600 rourds of 20maa in the vicinity or the lan:i1ng sones prlor to L-hov. 
fixed 'Wing support. was provided throughout the dey wl th seventy-eight. sort.iea, 

, arxl upon occasion strike• were called within tirt.y yards or friendly poeit.iom. 
Three A~ UHlB armored helicopters also provided :..ddi~+onal air cover on 
D-dq. More than SO0 helicopter eorties were flown in(,D-da_y support. as 800 
p&M~" mi twenty, tona ot cargo wer.e _landed. 

· (b) Fixed vi.ng cover vaa oontinuous throughout the operation 
tro. 17 August to 241200 Auguet, when the operation secured. D~ am night 
F4B or A4 aircraft. were on a constant airborne alert 1t.atua, with Atteen 

. ard thirty minute st.rip alerl1 providtcl ae a backup. 

(o) On 20 Aug1u\, Anq A0..011 Mohawks began to provide intra-Nd , 
oonrag• or the operation area during the hours o! darkneas, thua augmenting · 
the VMO reoonnai.seance oapabillt.,' and pron.dine twent.,-four bolll" bat.t.letield.. 
aunullance. 

<:J) ff,aal ount1r,. 
· · ( a) Naval guntire ,iuppori. for Operation ST ARLITE was provided 
by one light cruiser (CLO) am two daetroyere (DD)., •11 ehipa remained on 
station throughout the operat.ion. Two eh~re tire control parties were ein­
ployed duri.ng the operation.. The USS OALVF.ST0M (CLG.J) was initially 
assigned in direct support or BLT 3/7 arrl the U:;S ORLEQC (DD-886,) provided 
auppnrt tor BLT 3/'J an:l l/7 after the tormer•s relief. The USS PRICHB'l'l' 
(DD-S6l) was aleo available for direct support or either battalion. Ship 
aesignmants tor unite were changed daily to eq_ualise anununition corurull!Pti.on 
ml to destroy or neutralise t.argeta requirilr,c the USS 0ALVEST0N 11 61 /47 · 
batter.,. 

(b) Fire 1upport ship station• were also changed continuously 
throughout the operation to meet a variety of situations in relation to troop 
1n0vementB, target loc&tions ei ani terrain teat.urea. Providing optimum gun 
target. lines and occasional. relier tor re-anaing and retuellng were primar,y 
oonaid•rationa ·am both were aecompliahed llith -idiniawa 41ti'1oulty •. At..tint 

', .. ,·.• 

''. 

'., 
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light. on the 19th, the USS GALVESTO!·l and the USS OIU,ECl( had e:xperrled nearly 
their entire allowances of illwnl.nation projectiles. Th.is resulted from the 
necessity or providing continu'.)us 1llumina.tion in the area of the disabled 
LVT •s. Tha USS ORLEQ<. alBO disoouraced VC att.ezn.pta to esoape by 88a, by' re­
port.ing the action of live smnpans an:i damaging two. All. fires ~ere delivered 
in an aoaurata, timely and effectiYe manMr for both aloeo and deep eu.pport. 
missions. Total naval gunfi" amu.nition npemecl on thie operation 1• u 
tollowaa \. 

•I ~ ' 
\; 

l• 611/47 High Captoi\7 

!• '"/~ UC 

l• Illwdnation 

!.- WP 

Tot.al roundt 

8. Jntglligenoe. Intelligence prececd.ing Operation STA.RLITE 1.ndioated 
that II lareo Viet Cong force in t.hs VAN TUONG Village complex was preparing 
to attack the CIIU LAI enclave. From prior intelligence, t.hie force wae be• 
lined to include the F1.ret. VC Regiment (Main Foroe) and a company trom the 
52d Battalion (loo al force). The lat VC· Regiment is composed. or the 60th. 
80th and 90th BattoJ.1ona, however tho 80th l.lattalion had rot been confirmecl 
as being in the area. Tho 4oth am 4Sth Battalions were also believad to be 
in the area, as well as an unidentifi':ld heavy veaponti compaey. The capa-
bilities ot thie force, particu.laq when augmented by the heavy weapons aaiapaJV• 
were iiuoh a great w imperxlina threat to the CHU LAI enclave that the 
Commarrl.ing General, Ill Marine A.mphibioue Force (MAF'), directed that & COil• 
bined amphibio111 arr! helicopter-borne attack b. executed imediat.ei, in \he 
V.t\N TUONG Village_(kaplex to oon:lu.at a ••arch and de1tro, operation &&ainst. 
t.he V 1et Cone• · 

.. , .. , 

r· . 9. M1e;"ion. To denro1 lie\ Cong Foraea in the VAN TUONG Villa&• Complex. 

\ 
·'\ 

10. 2sm2!Pt 2f OperaMon. 
a. To land by bBlloopter a.rd/or a:mphibioua means to block, tix and 

destroy Viet. Cong toroee in the area. Upon completion of this f4iseion, 1'8• 
tract by helicopter rad/or amphibious meana. Minimum prep fires will be con­
ducted to protect. the el.Rent ot aw-pri••• Operations will 'be oord.uotecl in 
three phasesa (See enolo1ure. (1) Conoept. ot Operation OTerlq to Opera:t,ion·. 
St AWTI,) · 

('.l.) Phaee 1 • Init.ial. AAault.1. 

(2) Phaee II • Operat.iona labon. 

()) PbaM m ·• le\"'°'1on. 
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11., Executiop. 

a. RLT-7, consisting of BLT •s 'J/'J, 2/4, with 'J/7 available as a reserve 
ano:-t, and RLT .. 7 Headquarters, was act.ivatf'?d and atis1gned the mission. On 
the evening 0£ 16 August 1965 the part.icipating unite wera alerted to Oper..., 
tion ST,\RLITE. BLT 'J/7, afioat as the Special Landing Force (SLF), was · 
alerted by message to rendezvous in tha Ampbibious Objective Area (AOA) and 
aaswna the mission as RLT Reserve. Since RLT-7 Hew.quarters had larded ad, .. 
mi.niatratively in Viet Ham only two da;ys be.fora, the taoilities ot the 4th 
Marines lleair;uart.era were utilised for planning. The battalion am regiment.al 
etnt.fs a~sembled with support,1ng al'lll8 reprenentatives and on the 1110rni.ng ot t.be ~ 
l?th, tho operation, adm1n1et,rativ• ard embarkation ordure wero oomple\ed. 
and distributed. 

b. Tha operation canmi.noed on D-l at l7lOOOli when M/'J/"J departed the 
CrnJ LAI area by LVT £or aub8equent ourland toot march t.o occupy· a blocldna 
position in the northern eeotor ot the Amphibious Object.ive Area prior t.o 
H-hou.r and I>-dq at (BS 68)971), At. l71400H• RLT-? He&dqua.rt.ers ard BLT 
'J/, oommenced einbarking aboard the tollowinc 1b1pai 

(l) USS BAinW> (APA-))) ... RLT-7 Head.quart.en 

(2) USS CABILDO (LSD-16) • BLt 'J/, 
(3) USS VERNOM COlTNTY (LST•ll69) • BLT 3/3 

. . 
o. At. 180600H, HMM-261, )61 and BLT 2/4, less Comparv r. which remainld 

in posit.ion on t.ha Clil1 LAl perimeter. were ataged at the CHU LAI Airstrip. 
Prior to H-hour, two ot the tollowiD& tire 1upport. ehip• (FSS) amYed in 
the AOJ. and took 1tation. · · ·· · 

. (1) USS GALVFl>TON (CL0-6) 

( 2) 'OSS ORLECK (DD-886) 

(:3) The USS PRICHARD (DD-SJl) arrived on D+l. 

. · d. · On the JllOrning ot D-d.Af • at H-hour (190630) • attack aircraft trom tbe 
lat Marine Aircraft Wing {FMAW) comencad preparation o! laming sond RED• 
WHITS and BLUE whi),e Companies I ani IC of BLT 'J/'J lamed abreast. at GRm : 
Baaoh. (See enclonn (l) £or the Concept, ot Op•~tion• OVerlq.) · 

•• BLT 2/4 comenoecl lalldina aa tollow•• 
' I 

(l) lat. Wavet LI BLUI at L•bour (B+lS) 

(2) 2c1 w.,. •• LI WHITI at 1.+25 
~~ '• ' ' ' 

'',, ,. ' (:,) )l w..,., LZ RED at L+50 

(4) "h WaTel LI WHITI a\ L+6o 
' ' . ' . 

' \ 
' 

' -• •• ;,..:tt "• - .l, 'I •i.'.•,,•~~ ••~ 
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t. 'fhe original plan was to lam as tollovss 

(l) Comp~ K in LZ WHIT:S at t-hour. 

(2) Company H in LZ BUJI at, L-hour. 

(J) Compal'\Y O in J.Z RED at L+25. 

g. The original plan was based on a helicopter availability ot 40 
UH-~•s but alterations d ahovn aboYe wan neceeea17 du.e to onq 26 hell­
oopton being available. 

h. The oommarxl and oontrol elomente of the RLT-7 Headquarters larded at 
GRESN Beach at 1807'.}0H, By 1200 the CP wae eetablished at (BS 70692.5) • and 
before the end of the day• housed not only the command post but the logiat.io 
support. an.1 resupply complex !or the operation, (See enclosure (2), D..dq 
Operations Ashore Overlay,) Additionally I/'J/'J (in the adjacent. Zone ot 
Action on the right) enoounter\ld heavy tire from AH aJONO (2) arrl requested. 
and received permiasi.on to cross over into the m:r 2/4 Zone ot Action to 
secure the village. In the trace ot these two incidents involving heav., 
casualties• five LVT' • carrying supplies fro• the RLT-7 CP C0111plex to Bl.T 
'J/'J were ambushed. at J812S;H in the 1'1ci.n1t;y ot (BS 6989)2). 

1. The tlve Lff 11 were acconapanied by two name tanks requested b:f the 
CO ot BLT 'J/'J £or use 'b)' I/'J/'J. Ona ol the tlame tanks returned to th• 
Regimental CP complex which was o~ a tw bum red meters IIJ,llllg, an:l N• 
port.eel tho ambush. · . 

j, A reliet tore•• oons1at1ng ot elements of BLT ,J, rear CP • ti.Te LVT ••• 
five Ontos and one gu.n tank aet out to rel1.ne the halted column, but en­
oountared heavy f1r• prior to reaching their objective. One LVT was dis­
abled an1 the gun tank did not fire beoause ot trienlly troops in the target, 
area. Thia relief force, un:ier the Executive 0.f£icor ot BLT 'J/'J, was located 
in the RLT-7 CP complex, The XO ot BLT 'J/'J waa direoted to take 1/j/'J to · · 
relieve the LVT col\UlltU,. Thia new relief" force start.eel at 181)05, but beoaM · 
engaged in a heav, £ire tight at (BS 70:3927) at 181400. The anem:,•1 hea"f)" 
weapons (3,5 11 lU, • S7m RB., and 81111 Mort.an) f1ring aero ea the open groual . 
prevented I/J/) tro!ll locating the relieving column, but 1t did locate tu )I 
Platoon ot H]2/4 nearby. . , 

k~ These attacks resulted. in the RL'f Conn.am.er temporarilT baltina t.ba 
attack mi request.in; the landinc of BLT 'J/7 • · 

l, At l81600U 1 L/'J/7 larded at (BS 708927) anrl was assigned the operational 
oontrol ot BLT )/'J. Reintorced w1 th two tank•, L/)/? was assigned the lld.ssion 
to junot.ure with I/"J/'J at. (BS 7009)0), Beto" erteoting ju.nature with 1/'J/,, 
L/'J/7 beoame engaged in a haa17 tire t11ht at 1Bl84,511 (BS 702926) in an , 
attempt, to croa, \hi open ground, Thie 11tuat1on prevented L/)/7 troa -· · 
nachina 1/'3/'J, ln t.h11 aot.5.oA J,/3/7 reoe1Yecl It I.IA and l.4 WIA. Although 
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juncture was not etrected with I/J/J, L/'J/1 looated tha LVT •s and name tank 
but could not advance to them. However, L/J/? relieved suffioiont pressure 
fro:n I/;/; to enable it to break contaat.. Since it ,1aa well after dark, L/'J/7 
was directed to move to tho 'J/3 CP am arrived e.t l90l;OH. I/J/'J, and the 
2d Platoon o! H/2/4 returned to the RLT-7 CP complex, arriving at 190.5oou, . 
and were assigned the mission to provide security for the Regimental CP 
complex and mu_;:,.;N Beach respectively. I/3/7, which had been heli.:.lii'too to 

'.:,1 

,._ 

the RLT-7 CP complex at dusk on the 18th to provide seour1ty was relined of 
"'i tho security mission, At. 19002,5H, K/'J/7 larkied at OR.EE;N Beach, . 

••• On the morning ot 19 August, BLT )/'J ret!lwned the attack to the .north­
eiast. at 0700, nnd BLT 2/4, leS1 H/2/4, attacked at oeoo. At 0900, DLT 'J/1 (.) 
composed of Companies I and H, attacked to the northwest. near the center ot 
m.T-7's Zone of Aotion ani tecured the area of' the LVT/flama tank column. 
All personnel present. were brought out and plans were executed to evacuate 
the LVT 1s and tank •• During the ai"t.crnoon both BLT•s 2/4 and J/'J reached. the 
coast, During this time escape by the VC to sea.ward had been blocked by 
the fire &\1Pport shi~. (See enclosure ()), Di-l Operations Ashore, OTerlq,) 

\ 

n. On 20 August• BL1' 2/4 waa hel1~litted 'back into its normal position 
in the CHU LAI Enclave. The return trip ot the helicopters trom the CHU LAI 
Enolava was utilized to 11ft; BLT 1/7 into the BLT ?;/J araa at. (BS 717942). 
BLTll/7 relieved llLT 'J/'). and BLT 'J/'J waa retr1ACted by aur!aoa era.ft from 
ORFZN Beach. (Upon retraction ot BLT 'J/'J, L/'J/7 was returned to DLT 'J/7 
control,) Companies A, D, D, the Battalion Commard Group and 50~ ot 
Company C were hell-lifted into the area vie (BS 717942). The remainder ot 
Coropany C was hl.tll:.litted to the Regimental CP complex. Tba balance ot the 
company mo-ved over larxi close to the CP at 202100H. C/l/7 was to provide 
•aourity oot only tor the logistic• installations, helicopter laMing zone 
and commaoo post contained in the RLT-7 complex, but alfio securl.ty for GREEN 
Beach. Prior to CO!Tlpletion or the heli-11.f.'ts, TAORs ware assigned and both ~ 
Bl,T l/7 a.rd 'J/7 were, azsigned th• mission to conduct. search and clear operationl . :_.,_.• 
within their TM)Ra-to con.tinl the VC KIA count, collect. an:, »mterlal of in-
telligence value and to elimi"?ro.tTTC--reai"stanoe that mi&'ht :remain in tba area. 
(See enclosure (4), D+2 Disposition ot Units.) 

o. On_ 21. Augu.st, (Dt)), BLT•• l/7 ani J/7, in eacution ot their missiona, 
conducted battalion aic• search and clear missions. Du.ring the course ot the.. , , 
cpera.tion,, engiMGra were employed t.o destroy many- or the caves, tumele and 
fighting poei t1.ons in the area. BLT ')/7 conducted its operations in the halal•\ __ " 
complex ot AN THOI {l) am NAM YEN' (:3). Companies moved out on .f'oot. except. . 
tor L/'J/7 which was h9U-lii'ted. M/3/7 received sporadic small arms tire, 
which was BLT 'J/7 11 on~ oontaot with the VC, BLT l/7 ooncent.rated their 
ettorta in the hamlet COlllplex 0£ VAN TUONG. A/'J/? moved out on toot to 
search am clear VAN TUONG (2)] am D/l/7 to search and olear VAN TUONO (S), 
On the wq to ·ita object.ive, D 1/7 encountered em.per fire trom vio (BS 715912 ) 
but. received no. ouual.U••• • lone ot ·\he ooapani•• enoount.ered. or&ania4td re-
a1et.ancs•t-.. :,:--. _:_ · - ------- ------ · · ·------ ·- · ----

n. 

,... 
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p. At 211800H, M/J/7 relieved C/1/? as security for the RLT.7 CP complex 
and GREEN Beach. (See enclosure (,5) for the D+3 Disposition of Units Overlq) 

q. On 22 August, BLT 'J/7 received a new mission to conduct a reoonnm.s­
-saooe in i'orce to determine the presence of organized VC and to destroy any. 
VC encountered in line ot hills trom (BS 690905) to (BS 690870). To further 

· eupport this mission K/'J/7, the last. unit of the larding roroe to cane ashore• 
was landed from tha SLF at 2206JOH. All companies moved out on foot in an 
approach march• I/'J/7 on the right, L/J/7 on tha lert., with K/3/7 _in reaerYe 
tollorlng in trace to (BS 690870), where BLT )/7 established detensive poait.ioq 
tor t.ha night. 

r. BLT 1/7 continu~ its operation in the VAN TUONG complex-. ill 
companies repcrted receiving em.per 1'1ra, B/1/7 fired. on :, VC at (BS 707937). 
One VC was 110urrled and evacuated to Comp~ B~ )i Medical Bn. A./l/7 killed 
a VC at (BS 70:3937) while aonduoting its search and clear operation of YAN 
TUONG (J) IJ . (See enQlC?aure (6) for tbt D+4 Disposition of Unite Overlay,) 

i •. On D+-,S, 2'.) August, BLT l/7 vas alerted. to conduct, on the 24th of 
1 

~ August a reconnaissance in torce aoroee the Truno PHAN Peninsula. At 2Jl200H• , .,, 
. f BLT 1/7 commenced moving all equipment that was oot desired tor the overland 

, mvem.ent to GREEM Beach tor subsequent embarkati.on · and movemant. by ship, In 
l · continuing its search and oleo.r operations, BLT l/? reported the eearon of 

VAN TUONG (4) had beon completed, B/1/7 made contact wit,h an unknown number 
ot VC in caves (BS 6989.55) arrl three VCS ware captured. At 23,1600H, BLT ~ 
1/7 1ecured their search and clear operations, . commenced movement ot. all othlr · 
reaaim.ng equipment to ORESN Beaoh and prepared tor its new mies1on. 

t. B:, 2)180011 m.T-7 Headquarters· displaced .from {BS 72.5928) to GREEN 
Beach and subsequently to the USS Bi\YFlELD (APA-:33) by LVT's. Supportinc 
arms representatives and the Regimental Colki1unioa.tions 01'.ficer, 1n conjunotioa 
·'With t.he seot1Qn of Amphibious Squ#ldn,n 7 activated the Support.1.ng Anis Con­
trol Center (SACC). (See enoloaure (7) for the D+S D1spo• it1on ot Unite 
Overlq.) 

•• On 23. and the morning ot 24 Auguflt• BLT 'J/7 conducted search And 
olear operntions in t.hs previousl;r mentioned line ot hills, Thie operation · 
was conducted by a series of ground aweepa supported by blocking co.npaniea 

. vbioh were hell-lifted 1nto position ,500 to 1,,500 meters in advance ot the . 
aweeptng companiee. During th8 course of the sweep of this hill mass, ov~ . 
80 VC were captured mi l'.3 VC were killed in action. lfUitll1l'!OW9 t'ortitioatiofll 
and training sites vere destro7ed, a• well as VC equipment. At 24l400H• · 
m.r )/7 wae directed to oease search ard clear operotions and to return to 
GREEN Beach to reembark prior to dark. The last elemont.s of .Bl.'t J/7 wen·. 
embarked b1 24l900R and the BLT n8U11194 it.a mi• eion 88 SLF • 

Y • On the morning ot 24 August• BLT l/7 began th• OTerland march through 
the 'rRUOO PRAil Peninsula to deet.1'07 any enem;y enoount.ered, (See enoloaure · 
(8), Route ot Karch of. IL'? l/7.) .Du.rin, the u.roh, t.he tire eupport. ehipa 
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maintainr:d t::tation advancing at sea parallel to the advancing column to 
support thG DLT with Naval Gun fi.re if nec.essaey. Maintaining progrees with 
tha J-311' ashore were two LOJ Is preloaded with tanks, to be larded if h0avy . 
enenv reeistanoe was encountered. Tbs U5S BAYFIELD, with its SACC in full 
oper-..i.tion aleo sailed parallel t.o the advanoa of BLT l/7. While on the, maroh, 
BLT l/7 was rmpported. by holiooptere that delivered watar ani rations, as 
well ae evacuating heat casualties. At 24l?OOH, DLT l/7 reached its pickup 
point (BT 6'.30021) near the mouth ot t.he SONG TRA BONG and embarked aboard 
LVT 's. Movement ot the LVT I s .from CUU LAI was coordinated 10 as to arrive at, 
the beach near the sono TRA BONO with the arriYal. of th• BLT. Upon ret\ll"ll 
to its area 1n the CJID LA.I Eno lave, BLT l/7 asswned the positions of the 
)l :Battalion, ):i Marines in the TAOR, 

w. Operation STARLITB vu com.pl.et.ad when tha laat. •l•ent.a ol Jk't .. 7 
Beadquart.ers landed at. Cl10 LAI at, 241100H. 

l2. Resulta, 

•• LQSSF§ •. 

•·· . ~ l ·, 

USMC/USN 

KIA• 45 · 
oow - · 6 
WIA • 2Q4 

1,. ,wm1.n1strative Mattm,, 

a. Supplx. 

KIA• 688 . 
WIA • 26) (btiaated) 

· VCC • 9 
vcs -- 25 
WAPONS - 109 

(l) Cg!TIJl'lera, Supplies and equiplllent ware ord.erei, issued am stock• 
piled for a planned operation ot 24-48 hours, A safety factor ot two days 
extra supplies were loaded as Landing Fore• Supplies. Additional supplies 
and equipment. were ordered fro111 t.he Force Logistics Support Un1t (n.su) at. 
CHU LAI on a daily baai• tor the detailed eearcb ot the area. 

(a) Hd,hods or Supply. 

•• Resupply ot BLT 'J/'J, the surface lifted BLT, was trom t.he 
primary control •hip (PCS) by means ot helicopters and II'llphibian trnotori. 
The heli-lii't.ed _bat.talion, BLT 2/4, was resupplied by helicopters .i'rom the 
battalion rear at ClnJ LAI. Supply frolll th• PCS, wherein the TAC-LOO wae .... 
barked, worked smoothly ani e!i'iciently, 

· · 4, Whan the op1ration was exterded, the PCS than became the 
primary source oi suppl)" tor both BLTs. Helicopters wou1d have been a feal!i• 
blo method ot ftUpply- had .the operation lasted the planned 24-48 hours, The 
extension of tha operation and the assoaiated shortage o~ helicopters neoesei. 
tated the e1tabliahlllent ot an RLT 1upply dump in the BLT-? CP oomplex tor all 
unit.•• Th11 dump •ai~a1ned a t.vo dq 1uppl,y of MCI rat.iona, Clu1 Y ard II 
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,ruoh water o.a could be stored. The BLTs war.a supplied rapidly from this dump 
by helicopters and LVTs. 

(b) Qperf},tion of the TAC-LOG_. The USS CABILDO (LSD-16) (PCS) · 
wa.s the source of resupply where helicopters could land on the supordeok 
ard LV-Ts could mdm aboard for supplies. This method o! resupply proved to 
be extremely ef.tioient, and lesa time was lost than when landi~ supplies by 
small boat, despite the slower epeed ot the LVTa. Tha LVTa were moved., in­
land to the RLT aupply dump _&¢ frequently directl,1 to the 119er, 

· (2) Recgll1ll'lel)datl2R• 

(a) . That 1t' the 1it.ution penaita, embark landin£ toro• 1uppl.1G1 
on the PCS. 

(b) That the PCS beqassigned u LVT haven. 

(o) That an LSD with a superdeck be utilized as PCS, ani that. 1" 
· helo platfora not be used tor landi~ force supplies \'f1l\d equipment. 

(;) C2mment. The resupply ot water proved to· be the largest logistio• 
problem encountered. Units normally h9ld enough water cans to onrry two gal ... 
lons ot water per •an psr dq. This is inadequate 1n th11 cll111ate on fast 
moving operations. So• water was :resupplied tJ:/ helicopter, 'b\lt. the bulk ot 
it, was resupplied by LVT. · 

(4) RecoMendation. Tha.t the ya.nous methods ot transporting wata 
(i.e. M..J.07 Trailer in LVT; infiatabl• water contain•r in LVT1 organio 
transportations eto.) b• ezplond S.n the planning phase ard that sneral 
altemativea be availabl• in tblt · tinal plan draft. 

b. Hro:ot,n,02,. 
. (l) Problem. Due to the plann-1 1hort. duration ot the operation,. 

no maint•nance services were provided. tor, and all lftat.erial casualties had. 
to be evacuated to th9 PCS, 

(2) J!eoam,iepda,1on. Planning phase should include t.he vario\11 
method• or providing repairs/replacmaents ot 111.ajor items of equipment 
(aai.nt•nance .n.oate; repair t.ea11 what levels location& etc.). 

o. l;Wiqnl Ey1cu11tion. ·,. 

· (l) C..9mment. Plans were made to evaouate · all 1'111!12i: caeualt.ies to 
the battalion aid at.at.ion (BAS) am all ma.1or casualties to Company B, )l . · 
Media al Bat.talion, whioh has a complete 111rg1cal te8ll. Whan ths LPK arrl.Ted 
on stat.ion ott the landinc beach, aerioue cas11.alt.ioe lfere t,o be evaouated to 
the LPR. When the aot1.on wa11 at it.a gNateat, there waa a casualt.J oTerload 
a\ Com.pan, .l3 'beeauee o .. ualtiea were occurring l"ap1d~ • 
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(2) Recomrnerrlat1on, All personnel (including helicopter arew ohie.t, 
emall boat coxwains, corpsmen, small unit lead.'<llrs, etc.) should be briefed. 
on the procedures a.rd methods ot medical evacuation. WIA' a muat be moved t.o 
relatively seoure a"'as tor helia.evaouation. Flans should. include al:t.ernate · · 
medical facilities,· il available, to prooae1 t,ba overload. of oaswti••• 

d~ Iranepo;:t.ation. 
(l) ~rgblem. Initiall.J no organio \i!anaporlation wu taken on the 

opera.ti.on. Reliance. was placed on LVTa and hellcoptors. When the la.at BL't · 
entered the operation, wheeled vehicles were brought. in. Thay' were. ot nega- . 
live val.um beo'll&se ot poor trattioabUit7. · · 

•, Commµnioationi. 
(1) Comm~vt•· The basic reterence (D1T Op Oider 321.A-6.5) was not . 

distributed to all pu-t.1o1pating 1hips, aircraft am. ground unit !e Col!DllWd.• 
oat1ona personnel were 0'3llged to improvise aft.er ex.tout.ion oomenoad. ·, t 

(2) Rocgmendat109. AU Brral, Air FoJ"Ce and A't"llf un1t• bold 
JANAP 119 and 19.5. These pu'bl1aatione should 'be the guide tor unit. oall 
a1p and lrequtnoies/d•a~gnator~. 

(.:)) 9gmpatn!:• The Lffl-5. ooondi,i t.ract.ot does not h&Te \M -oapabilit.f 
\o ne\ With ~1ngl• eidt. bafll:\ ~uipun\~l 

(4)_,,, !3ieopma(P~9D• Xna\all •_· _lii,cl• e1de band radio oapabl• ot 
aet.ting w1 th~-tl» ;\N P .7 • · ' · · . . · · . 
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