

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Seoul as a Bartlefield 273

Enemy resistance against Fox’s advance proved so fierce that Captain
Norman R. Stanford by-passed the fork and threw Easy Company’s
weight in support of the other unit. The North Korean strong point
crumbled under the two-company onslaught, but not before Stanford
and several others were added to the casualty rolls.™

By dark, 2/1 had measured off a hard-won gain of 1200 yards.
Lieutenant Colonel Sutter ordered the battalion into defensive positions
astride the boulevard a scant 100 yards from the tip of the ridge spur
which was costing Item Company, 5th Marines, so dearly.

In the right half of Puller’s zone on 26 September, the 1st Battalion
stamped out a hornets’ nest around the main railroad station, nestled at
the foot of South Mountain.” Charlie Company had led off the early
morning attack in the wake of a preparation by air, artillery, and
mortars. After descending Hill 82 in a column of platoons, the com-
pany formed on line along a stream paralleling the rail yard. Then,
at a signal from Captain Wray, the platoons crossed over, wheeled to
the north, and advanced up the tracks by leaps and bounds.

Though the over-all intensity of enemy resistance in this quarter
could be termed only moderate, the random deployment of the Reds
among buildings and train cars made the going slow and costly for
the Marines. After clearing out the yard, the attackers converged on
the station house itself and drove the last North Koreans from the
building during a sharp exchange. The interior of the bullet-pocked
structure produced only a handful of enemy dead, but in one corner
were heaped the bodies of several South Korean women and children.
It was obvious that the latter had been gunned by Communist execu-
tioners, since their sheltered location within the building was ample
protection against the small arms of the advancing Marines.

By darkness, Company C was in undisputed control of the railroad
terminal, a patrol led by Lieutenant Carlon having mopped up the
fringe area. To the right, Company A had secured the park promon-
tory on the northwestern tip of South Mountain in conjunction with
Baker Company’s drive which included the nose jutting out below.

East of the 1st Marines, the 32d Infantry’s zone was the scene of con-
siderable activity throughout 26 September. After the 2d Battalion
repulsed the enemy’s pre-dawn counterattack, the 3d jumped off at

3qupt N. R. Stanford, “Road Junction,” Marine Corps Gazette, 35 no. 9 (Sep 51):16-21.
*The following narrative is derived from: lst MarDiv SAR, Annex Peter Peter; Bridges
& interv, 18 Oct 54; and Capt F. B. Carlon interv, 1 Mar 55.





























































The Drive to Uijongbu 293

amounts of shipping required for a major amphibious operation. Yet
the U. S. Navy made it appear a simple and routine matter to assemble
from all the seven seas an invasion fleet made up of craft ranging from
cruisers to rowboats.

The Marines, as the Landing Force, worked hand-in-hand with the
Attack Force commanded by Rear Admiral James H. Doyle, who had
no superior in the world of 1950 as an amphibious specialist. From
preliminary planning to final execution, Doyle and his staff officers
of PhibGru One supplied a precision which had much to do with the
success of an operation holding so many potentialties of disaster.

Looking back, some of the Marine participants could hardly recall a
full night’s sleep from 25 July 1950, the date of the order directing that
the 1st Marine Division be brought up to full war strength, until 7
October 1950, when the operation came to a victorious end. From the
mobilization at Camp Pendleton to the street fighting in Seoul, it was
often necessary to utilize the hours of darkness ordinarily devoted to
rest. At Kobe, for instance, there were so few copies of the plans for
the Inchon landing that they were circulated on a 24-hour schedule
for study by Marine officers who took turns.

The acceleration of the 1st Marine Division in 64 days from a peace-
time basis to the capture of Seoul has been summarized as follows:

(a) Expansion from a reduced peace strength (less the st Provisional Ma-
rine Brigade) to a reinforced war strength, less one RCT, was completed in a
period of approximately 15 days.

(b) Administrative sea lift and movement of over 15,000 personnel, organic
equipment, and partial resupply from San Diego to the Far East Command
commenced in less than three weeks after expansion was ordered.

(c) Debarkation and unloading from administrative shipping, and re-
embarkation and reloading at Kobe, Japan for the assault landing at Inchon
were done in a period averaging about seven days per unit, two days of which
were lost due to a heavy typhoon in the Kobe area.

(d) Completed planning and the issuance of the complete operation order
for the amphibious landing at Inchon were accomplished 17 days after the
receipt of the initial directive.

(e) The Ist Provisional Marine Brigade was disengaged from active combat
with the enemy on the South Korean front at midnight on 5 September,
moved to Pusan, and outloaded in combat shipping in less than 7 days.

(f) A successful assault landing was executed at Inchon, Korea, on 15
September under some of the most adverse landing conditions in the history
of amphibious operations.
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