
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































212 The Pusan Perimeter

confirmation followed at 1215, with all units being scheduled to move
out at 1330.7
The Marines had another date with destiny.

Return to the Naktong Bulge

General Craig set up his CP in the Miryang area at 1800 on 1 Septem-
ber. Billeting officers, having gone ahead by helicopter, were prepared
to take care of Brigade units as they arrived. Among them was the 1st
Battalion of the 11th Marines, which had been returned from 25th Divi-
sion control to the Brigade.

The news from the front was depressing. Heavy attacks had been re-
ceived all day along the 2d and 25th Infantry Division fronts. An enemy
penctration of 4,000 yards was made at the expense of the 2d Division,
with the old familiar Naktong Bulge being occupied again by Red
Koreans who had gained a firm foothold on the east bank of the river.

This meant that General Craig’s men, now under operational control
of the 2d Division, were likely to revisit some scarred parcels of Korean
real estate they had hoped never to see again. Major General Lawrence
B. Keiser, commanding the 2d Division, informed the Brigade com-
mander that several of his companies had been cut off by enemy ad-
vances which pushed his lines back almost to Yongsan.® There was a
good deal of NKPA infiltration, he added, in his rear.

It had been a full day, and at 2230 that night Craig received orders
from the Eighth Army to move the Brigade at first light to a reserve
position south of Yongsan and in the rear of the 9th Infantry of the 2d
Division.

At 0630, on 2 September, the 2d Battalion of the Sth Marines arrived
at its assigned covering position on the road leading to Yongsan. The
remainder of the Brigade moved out to assembly positions during the
day.?

Craig proceeded by helicopter at 0830 to the 2d Infantry Division
headquarters for a conference with Keiser to plan the move of the Bri-
gade into his lines. Afterwards, the Marine general devoted the rest of
the morning to reconnaissance of the terrain by helicopter. On the way

7 Brig SAR.
8 Craig, 23 May 54.
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he stopped at Lieutenant Colc
Sth Marines units were well es
front.

The planning conference for tl
in the 2d Infantry Division CP.
assistant G-3, Major Frank R. St
yet returned from the 1st Maris
Keiser and his staff officers em;
the 2d Division sector. They wat
very afternoon on a widely ext
counts.

As for the time element, he p
of his units were not even in th
still detraining or in trucks. Sm
visibility that planes could nc
TACRON had not arrived and
carriers. He did not wish to com
port; and in the end the Army
advisability of the Marines attac|

Next came a discussion as to
Craig cited the risks and disadva;
He suggested that the 2d Infants
and allow him to attack in such
Keiser and his staff assented, anc
Brigade CP.

All-Out 1

Glancing at the big picture, th
was making an all-out effort to st
in August it became evident tha
in the early morning hours of 1
attack remained in doubt until t!
bid for a breakthrough in the N
Pusan-Taegu lifeline.

Despite heavy casualties of the
was estimated as high as 133,00
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