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Marine Corps in Amphibious eperations, and the close cooperation
that has always prevailed in such operations.

The letters [vom Captain Tilton which appear in this pamphlet

have beenreproducediobe as near their original content as possible.
For this reason, the spelling and puncluation have been unchanged.
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Foreword

The assault of Marines and sailors en Xangwha
fsland in 1871 successfully preceded by some 79 years
the landing of the lst Marine Division on Inchon, Korea,
just 12 miles to the north. As a tactical cperation, the
earlier assault was an overwhelming success, despite
initial landing difficulties similar tolthose ennountered
time and again by Marines in future amphibicus operations.
The letters of Captain McLane Tilten, USMZ, who
commanded the Marine detachment, are presented here as
a personalized account of the expedirtion. The Marine
Corps appreciates the opportunity to make these letters
available through the historical pamphlets of the

Foundation,

T e ".l:-h.....'j}\
WALLACE M. GREENE, JR.
CENERAL, U. 5. ARINE CORPS

COMMANDAMNT OF THE MARINE CORPS
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LIEUTERANT COLONEL MeLANE TILTON, Usime

Biographical Sketch

Lieutenant Colanel MeLane Tilton, USMC, (b, Md., 25 September
1836; d. Annapolis, Md., 2 January 1914) was commissioned a second
lieutenant on 2 March 1861 and on 1 September 1861 was promoted to
first lieutenant. During the Civil War, he served in the West Gulf
Blockading Squadronand was on duty at the Marine Barracks, Pensa-
cola, Fla. and at the Marine Barracks, Washington, D, C. Onll
June 1864, he was promoted to captain, and in the following year he
assumed command of the Marine Guard at the Naval Academy, An-
napolis, Md. Captain Tilton served as Fleet Marine Officer, Asiatic
Squadron from 1870 to 1873, alter which time he commanded the
Marines stationed at the Mavy Yard, Washington, D. C. In 1873 and
again in 1883, he returned to Annapolis to command the Marine
Guard. He was attached to the USS Tyenion and served as Fleet
Marine Officer, European Station from 1877 until 1880 when he was
apain ordered to the Navy Yard, Washington, D. C. to command the
Marines there. On 9 March 1888, he was commissioned a major
and went to duty at the Marine Barracks, Norfolk, Ya. He was ap-
pointeda lieutenant colonel on 28 February 1891, and, on 1 February
1897, he retired from the Marine Corps.”

“Perscancl Departmen, HOMC Records, Record of Welene Tilon (.5, Marioe Corps Officers
Jncket, Records Center Casel. Register of the Commissioned, Warrant, and Volunteer Offi-
cers of the Navy of the United States, facluding Officers of the Marine Carps erd Others, te
January 1, 1879 {Weshington: GPO, 1879, p. 1230
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MUD FLATS

fap of the American Havead Operations in Rorea, 1871

The American Minister to China, Frederick Ferdinand Low,
was instructed in 1870{o secure a treaty for the protection of ship-
wrecked mariners and, should the opportunity seem favorable, to
ohtain commercial advanlages in Korea! He sailed irom Nagasalkl
for Boisde Island (Chagyakto)on the Salée (Yom)} River in May 1871
on board the USS Colorado, flagship of Rear Admiral John Rodgers
then commanding the Asiatic Sguadron. The sgquadron boasted a
flect of nine ships mounting 97 guns; a meager force to guard the
lives and property of American citizens over the vast expanse of
water and coastline that comprised the Asiatic Station of 1871,

The "Hermit Kingdom™ had been under the domination of China
for many centuries, refusing intercourse with the world., Her in-
habitants were popularly believed in the West to be "{ar superior
to the Chinese in mental and physical resources.' A treaty of
amity with Korea appeared necessary in view of her central loca-
tion amidst the trade routes of the East and the brutal treatment
accorded foreigners who were shipwrecked off her coast. In 18586,
the American ship Geneval Shermain carrying foreipn notions for
trade with Korea was grounded off the Korean coast and her crew
massacred. This event, coupled closely with the expulsion of a
French punitive expedition, showed evidence of vigorous anti-foreign
sentiment, manifested by tablets erected throughout the country
which warned:

"The barbarians from beyond the seas have viclated our
borders and invaded our land, If we do not fight we must
make treaties with them. Those who favor making a
treaty sell their country.”

The American expedition first appeared off the coast of Korea
an 23 May 1871 at Eugenie Island {Ipp'a-do), also kpown as Roze
Roads for the French admiral who had led the expedition to Korea
in 1866. It moved on to a new anchorage near Boisée Island on the
99th where it arrived the following day. From this rendezvous, all
operations against the Kangwha [orts were directed.

Shortly after the flotilla's arrival at Boisée, three local
gificials—diplomats of the 3rd and 5ih ranks—visited the Colovado.
Minister Low deputized Edward B, Drew, his acting secretary, to
conduct an interview with them, Drew informed the Koreans that
"only officials of the first rank, who were empowered to conduct
negotiations, could be received and to such alone would a full state-
ment of the objects of the expedition be made,™ He assured them,
however, of the "non-aggressive disposition'” of the party and told
Vaeileon Fish letier to Frederick F, Low, No. 9, 20 April 1B70, in Papers Relating o the
Foreign Relations of the United States, Teanswitted to Congress wirh the Annual Hessage af
The President {Washingten: GPO, 14740, po 334,

Latown Yook Merald, 17 June 1871, p. 7,

3. M, Cable, Enited Srates Korean Relations, 166187 1--Englizk Publication No. 4 (Feonl:
YL 0A, Peesa, 19300, p. 62,

'=|[1.'1:|-5d'|: of Rear Admirnl Joho Radgers, 2 June 1871, in Anauwal Repost of the Secratary of the
Navy on the Operations of the Pepactneat for the Yoar 1871 {Washington: GPO, 1871Y, bere-
_ofter Annual Repore ..., HOTL

Ahid,



them that the squadron would take soundings of their waters and
muake surveys of the shores, to which the Koreans made no ap-
parent objectllon.

Accordingly, a survey party consisting of the USS Monocacy,
Palas, steam launches from the USS Alaska, Benecia, and Colorado,
and 2 steam-cutter from the Colorade was dispatched on the 1lst of
June. Mo indication of hostility was evidenced until the party
reached the lower end of Kanpwha Island where a line of forls, con-
nected by a wall and facing the river, began. At that time, a single
shat from the forts initiated a heavy fire from masked batteries as
well as the forts along the face of the hill. Despite complications
caused by the swilt current and jagged rocks, it was promptly re-
turned by all American vessecls, and the Korean guns were soon
silenced.

Immediately, od the expedition's return, Admiral Rodgers de-
termined “to egquipthe avallable landing force of all ships, and to re-
turn in the morning to attackant! destray the fortifications, . . . [but
on consideration, ] it was coneludedto wait for the next neap tides,’
when the currents would be lessviolent than during the spring tides
then running. While awaiting the fall of the tides, Admiral Rodgers
and Minister Low agreed it would be politic to set a reasonable time
for the Korean government to apologize. Itwas declded that if with-
in 10 days an apology was not forthcoming, an assault would be
mounted against the forts.

Ashore, the local authorities, the Intendant Puh and Colonel
Ching, immediately dispatched a courier to the King with a report
that:

"Tywo sailing vessels with iwo masts have suddenly
forced their way into Sun-shih Passage. Asthis isa
most important pass leading up into the river, ever
since the attack onour troops in 1866, we have increased
the guard, and done everything to make it secure: ecven
our own public and private vessels, if they have no river
pass, are notallowed to go throughthat way. How much
less, then, can foreign armed men-of-war, which have
not yet apprised us of their intentions, be allowed to go
rushing about . . . The forces stationed in the Pass ac-
cordingly openedthelr guns to prevent them going by,""'

During the established 10-day interval, no apology was offercd.
S0, on 9 June—the eve of the attack—Commander H, C. Blake re-
ceived orders irom Admiral Rodgers "'to take and destroy the forts
which have fired on our vessels, and to hold them long encugh to
demonstrate our ability to punish such offenses at plemure."ﬂ The
force detailed totaled 759 Mavines and sailors, but the actual num-
ber of iroops put ashore was 651 men.

Bbid,, p. 277,

"Wing of Korea's letter, enclosure with Bear Admiral John Redgee™s letter Mo, 6, T Janvary
FATR, in “Aaiatic Satien,” val, 2 (Jaly 1871--November 1672}

B:I:I.u,:u- Admieal John Bodgers orders ta Commander 11, C. Blake, 9 June 1871, in drouwel Ra-
pavs . .o, LATE, wpe ol pe 305,

Admiral Rodgers recounted in his officlal report

"The point chosen for the disembarkation, while seem-
ingly as goodas any inother respects, was, for military
reasons, deemed the best, since it flanked the enemy's
works, and left nothing to be [eared in our rear. The
character of the shore was unknown, and it provedto be
most unfavorable for our puvpose. Between the water
and the firm land 2 broadbelt of soft mud, traversed by
deep gullies, had to be passed...As soon as firm
ground was attained, the infantry battalion was formed,
and the marines deployed as skirmishers. The advance
at once began, and the first fort [Ch'o ji jin, named the
Marine Redoubt] was quietly occupied . . . By this time
the afternoon was so [ar gone that it was not expedient
to male a further advance on that day. The force,
therefors, went into camp upon a favorable spot in the
vicinity of the fort,

"The marines, with one howitzer, occupied the position
in advance of the main body of the force ... Onthe
morning of the 11th . . . the advance began. . . toward
the main objects of attack, the enemy's forls on thﬂe
point at theturn of the river, about three miles above.™

The next fort Tokchin, renamed Fort Monocacy in bribute to
the accuracy of that gunboat's batteries, "was found to be entirely
deserted . . . [and] was also dismantled without delay."'"

The landing force moved on over aterrain of "steep hills, with
deep ravines between, . . . [and] with greal fatipue,”!! toward the
main fort Kwangsongchin, called the Citadel but later renamed Fort
MeKee, The admiral continued:

"Behind the crest of a hill which they occupied our men
were [ormed for the assault npon the citadel, now dis-
tant about 150 yards . . . When all was ready, the order
to charge was given by Lieutenant Commander Casey,
and our men rushed forward down the slope and up the
opposite hill. The enemy maintained their fire with the
utmost rapidity until our men got quite up the hill, then,
having no time to load, they mounted the parapet and
cast stones upon our men helow, fighting withthe great-
est fury.'12

In this final assaalt, 243 Koreans and three Americans were
killed. Five batteries in all had [allen; and 481 picces of artillery—
ranging from 32-pounders to superannuated gingalls—were de-
stroyed, The following morning, the 12th of June, Commander Blake
was ordered to withdraw the party. The fleet remained at Boisce,
while notes were fruitlessly exchanged between Minister Low and Ko-
rean officials, until 3 July when the Squadron sailed for Cheefoo,
China.

Theport of Rear Admiral Johs Rodgers, 5 July 1871, Ihid., g 281,
Wypeg,, p. 282,
b,
L2 bed.
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Personal impressions of the Fleet Marine Officer, Captain Me-
Lane Tilton, as related to his wife Nan (Nannie), appear in the edited
letters reproduced below.

Ma. 12" Of[ Coast of Japan.
At Sea May 16th 1871.

My dear Nannie

My last letter gave you intelligence of our safe arrival in the
beautiful harbor of Nagasaki, and this morning I commence another
sheel to let you know we are really on our way to Korea, the fleet
sailing & steaming in double echelon the flag ship leading, the
npalaska’ & "Monocacy” on our right, & the "Benecia" and little
"Palas” on our left, the sky above being as blue as Hlaly's own, and
the sea as smooth as a lake; the sun shiningover all with a warmth
that makes us ashappy & comfortable as we could wish to be. I hope
what you have read in the papers about the Expedition has notallarmed
you as [do not think weare tohave any trouble to spealc of, our mis-
slon beinpg a peaceful one, and for the purpose only of exacting a
reasonable promise from the Korean Govt. that Christian seaman

wrecked ontheir coast may be treated humanely. We have no know-.

ledge of the country,and only very unreliable information in regard
to the coast, as no surveys have yet been safisfactorily made; the
only chart being one made of the vieinity of the Capitol, by the French

fioisée Island, Salde Rives, 1371

&
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Southoard aesiel view of Kwong Song-dang (Paint Conde), Kangaha Jsland

Navy; The navigation will necessirarily be somewhat dangerous but
we all trust that by the exercise of great vigilance we will succeed
in keeping off of rocks ete. My irnpression at this moment is, that
the people will have no intercourse with us, and our journey will be
go much love's labor lost. However the ‘idenoument” will be [ully
recorded in this same sheet, if I have the opportunity and I sin-
cerely hope my prophecy will not be fulfilled. The Expedition is
known all over the world to be in the topics, and you will doubtless
get full accounts by telegraph from California somedays before you
hear [rom me. Wateh the New York Herald and in the event of our
failure you will see much abuse of us, an account of ong of their
special correspondents not being allowed to accompany Lhe Expedi-
tion for some reason best known to our commander in chief. I met
the correspondent in Magasaki just alter he received his walking
papers. He was just about to return to Yokchama, and was very full
of wrath which he will no doubt vent through the columns of the
nHerald," ++ Saturday night, May 20th We arrived yesterday evening
at our present a.nr:.hﬂrage,z which is about fifty miles from our des-
tination, the high wind preventing us from approaching the land nearer
then, and the fog today requiring us to remain as we are, with 360

Lerom the personal papees of Captain MoLane Tiltan, USME [Archives and Library, Historical

Deanch, Headganeiers, Marine Corps),
“Fercieres 1slonds, Repact of Rear Adwiral Johnr Rodgers, 3 June 1871, 3n Anneel Reporé oo .,
|

1871, ep. cir, p. 275,
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feet of chain out. We are all quile jolly, and every day the crews
of our fleet are exercised in the Infantry drill & firing with small
arms. Some months ago a Schooner came up here to trade, and the
natives are said to have cul them up, and pickled them, took them in
the interior and set them up as curiosities! The French came 3
years ago toavenge their priests, who had been murdered, when they
skinned a french doctor, and crucified him on the beach under the
eyes of the Frenchmen who had been driven off, and who were un-
able to help their friends. Whether this is positively true or not I
can't say; but you may imagine it is with not a great pleasure Ian-
ticipate landing with the small force we have, against a populous
country containing 10,000,000 of savages! My dear Nan will not
read the above until our Expedition is at an end, elselam afraid
it would seare her. Casey’ has just left my room & as 1 read it
gver it does appear rather steep. If it is clear to-morrow no doubt
we will get underway and anchor at the mouth ofthe river if we can
manage to get there, I have made a map of Korea and marked cur
anchorage on il, & will add more as we go on, so that you may
understand the siluation .. . Affectionately yours McLane Tilton -+
Sunday noon. My dear Nannie: We approached the shore nearver
today but after going twenty miles, the fog compelled us to anchor
once more. The weather is very thick, and no land can be seen ex-
cept now and then a rocky island looming up from out the fog, and
looking as inhospitable & cheerless as possible. No one seems io
live on them, no vegetation appearing. ‘The tide is very strong; as
we came to anchor just now, we spun around like a top. The rise
of the tide is nearly 25 feet. With us at home, it is about six feet
... times out here are dreadiully dull, & people "busting up' right
& left owing to Chinese competition in the Tea and 3ilk trade.

LSS COLORADD sbout 1571
B

Koreans an US55 COLORADG, 1871

At Anchor ofl the West Coast of Korea, May 26th. My dear
Mannie, We moved a little nearer our destinationsinee I last wrote,
and are now at anchor in a sort of Bay filled with islands, where we
will remain until we find out by surveying, which is the most prac-
ticable way to get over the next 20 miles, which will bring usto our
journey's end. Probably in aday or twoour boats will have finished
sounding, and if no obstacle comes in the way, the middle of next
weelk will no doubt find us in communication with the authorities.
The islands in our vieinity are inbabitedby a few people only, living
in thatehed huts in the valleys, and all dress in white. They areseen
every day clustering onthe hilltops, where they squat and I suppose
wonder what we are aboutto do. When our boats are sailing about &
meet native boats, the latter always change their course, not appear-
ing to desire any communication; and upon our boats landing on the
beach, they get in theirs.®

3Licutensnl Commander Silos Casey, Ir. sttached te the USS Colorada. Register of the Com-
missioned, Farrant, and Volunteer Qfficers of the Navy of the United States, Ineluding Offi-
cers af the Harne Corps and Others, 1o Jugyary 1, 1872 (Washington: GPO, 1872), po 20,
hercalter Register. ., JHT2.

ke continuation of letter No. 12 is missing fram the callection.
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in a neck of land jutting into the river, which formed around it a
bent elbow. This place we advanced on and when about 120 yards
from it, we laid down on a ridge & blazed away killing about forty
in the fort and then we stormed the place which was on i stecp
hill. The Covean soldiers fought like tigers, having been told by
the King if they lost the place the heads of every body on Kang Hoa
1zland on which the forts stood, should be cut off. Poor Lieut,
MeKea! who was such @ beau at the Naval School was killed, He
was the [irst to get over the wall of the redoubt when he was mor-
tally wounded & died six hours afterwards. I and one of my Cor-
porals & one of the Marines of the "Alaska'" captured the big yellow
flag that flew over the [ort. The Alaska Marine was there a sccond
or two before me & my Corporal, but while he was unknotling the
halliards, my Corporal & I tore the flag down. It was about 12 feect
square with a black chineese character inthe centre. Today the
Admiral ordered our photograph to be taken with the flag spread
behind us, (the Corpl. Private & me),? so you will no doubt feel glad
that your old man gets a little eredit without a hole through his skin,
which by the by is about the color of a roasted chesnut at this pres-
ent writing. I wrote a report of what we did during the 10 & 11 of
June at direction of the Commanding Officer? and send by this mail
a copy of it to General Zeilin.!" If you want to know all about it
get Mrs. Z. to have it copied for you. Old Schley!! distinguished
himself too, and came near extinguishing himsell also. But he is
as hearty as a buck, and I dont think any of us will e in any more
danrer during the cruise. As for me I am quite satisfied, "T have

Arsrek an Fort Monoeacy, Kangiwka (sfopd, 1871
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{158 NEWOCACY and US5 PALDS on Sale Niver, 1871

not lost no Coreans”, and "I ain't alooking for none neither''—I want
to go home! The way the "gingall” or mateh-lock bullets whizzed
was a caution to all those innocents engaged in war. My precious
girl I am one of those innocents, and I dont want to engage in any
more sick husiness. We will leave here before long going across
to Cheefoo, on the China Coast, from thence to Yokohama so when
you get this you may rest assured that none of us are to lose our
skins, Your No. 33 & 34 came salely here to me, Irom Cheefoo,
where they had been sent from Japan. Many thanks for them . . .
Affectionately Mce______. . ..

O1f Isle Bolsee Corea, Asia,
a7th June 1871,

My dear Man,

My Mo, 14 I mailed by way of Shanghal per supply steamer
"Willet”, and now commence another, which I hope to be able to fill

Tl ieutenant Hugh W, ¥MeKee, USN, attached to the USS Colorado, Regisrer of the Commis sioned
Warrans, ard Voluwteer Officers of the Nawy of the Urited States, Including Officers of the
Macine Corps and Ethers, to FSanuary 1, 1871 [wari]lillﬁlﬂll. 1B71), p. 30,

Seo |:-||r.|l|:-Er.|.p||. & po 15,

]utfapmi: Tilton's repart appeara here oo p. 16
Brigedicr Genernl Jocob Zeilin, Commandant of the Marioe Cosps, Register .., FAT2, op.
git., p. 122,

1 eutennnt Commander Winfield 5. Sehley attached 1o the USS Coforads, Thid, p. 20,
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before we reach Yokohoma, where we intend going after running
across the Yellow Sea to ""Cheefoo™ China, where we lake Mrs.
Low & Flora on board to visit Japan. We are heartily sick ol this
place no where to take a stroll as the tide as it lowers leaves &
wide muddy beach around the islands in our vicinity. I hape this
will be the last time I shall use the above heading to my letler, as
Corepa is as lonesome a place as any we have been to during our
cruise. I sent you a photograph of Casey & Me in my Mo. 14, and I
hope my letter will reach you in time to assure you that we are all
quite well, and none the worse for the fatipue incident to our late
Expedition up the river against the Corean forts .. . By the bye
speaking of sights I witnessed some horrible one's in the Corean
forts. Some of them were burnt coal black and dreadfully mangled
by 9 inch shells bursting near them. There were forly heaped in a
little place not bigger than our quarter deck, most all shot in the
head as they looked over the parapet, and their clothes being white
ihe blood was to he seenin more dreadiul contrast than usual. T hey
all bled like pigs & it is supposed in about one hour we killed 200
of them. I only saw about fifty killed but strange to say at the time
it didn't affect me more than looking at so many dead hogs, One of
our ship's Quarter-master's came to me with a pitiful pxpression
and asked me if he should put some of the badly wounded out of their
misery by shooting them in the head! I told him of course, such a
thing would be murder, and he must let them remain as they were.
This seemed to distress him as he thought it would be a kindness
to put them out of their misery by shooting them in the head! 1

14

merely mention this little eircumstance to show how different
things seem from different standpoints. The Qr. Master's maotive
was kindness doubtless, but surely had he seen anyone injuredin a
peaceful way, it never would have seemed proper lo him to put the
sufferer out of his misery by shooting! 1 enclose a lock of the
Corean hair, a large switch of which I got in a village all done up
for wear, & perhaps it will be useful for ornamenting the pates of
gome of our black haired girls at home. It is most too dark for you,
The switch is as large as my wrist. A Photographer took views of
every thing of interest which youwill see in the illustrated American
& European papers, especially the London illustrated News. 1 would
ask the newsman to save copies should he get the papers conlain-
ing the pictures, they are worth seeing and give quite a good idex
of what is to be seen on the coast of this strange couniry. 1 send
enclosed also a piece of the large yellow flag which flew over the
itadel' or fort de Conde, which was captured by the Marines., H
had the following character in the centre, meaning generalissimo.
The character is chinese, ‘BT The Photographer took a pleture of
the flag with Private Purvis, Corporal Brown & e, in front of iE,
who composed the party that hauled the flag down. Sp if you see a
pleture in the papers of a very tall couple under arms with blankeis
across their breasts, and avery small man with his sword drawn &
under his leit arm, you may know that its me. I had a picture taken
which they all here call the "long andthe short' of the Marine Guard.
The large one is Private Little, and the other is me. [ want you to
put it onthe mantle piece athome as acuriosity from Corea. By the
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Korean Neadguartees Flag coprared at Fore MeRee by Private Pureds, LEMC, assixted by Cor-
poral Brown, USNEG, and Ceprain Tilton (righel
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bye I have for you the plume & tassel of peacock feathers & red &
yellow horse hair, which was taken from the cap of the General at
fort du Conde (or Elbow fort) the best curie of all. I keep quiet
about it as they have a nice little way in the cabin of sending down
for things of this kind, which like the watermelons I used to watch
at home going down the well, I never see argain! This between you
and me. The weather here is enough to give anyone the horrors.
It is raining Mowing & for over everything, and guite uncomfiortably
close, still we have not yet heen obliged to put on linen coals ete.
YVokohama is about the only place we havent been yet, and it will be
doubly enjoyable coming fromihis dreary coast, where we have baen
obliged to coop up in the ships on account of the tides which rize &
fall bwenty feet and evenmore whenthe sun and Moon get inline with
the Earth causing spring tides. We are getting our large boats on
board and we all hope lo sail by the 1st of July, if not sooner . . .
July 3d 2 PM, My dear Nan. Much to our delight nothing pre-
vented us from starting for Cheefoo this morning, altho' the sky last
night was overcast & the wealher-wise promised us a fog. We are
now on our way to China again, crossing the Yellow Sea, and tomar-
row night will bring us to anchor, and Thursday ar Friday our let-
iers which have been sent from Yokohama to Shanghai, & from
Shanghai will meet us at Cheefoo by another line of steamers. [ am,
and so are most of us, greatly worried less some brute has started
the report at home of a disaster befalling us. The report a week
ago at Cheefoo was, that the Coreans had sunk cur fleet, and killed
and wounded us all except one ship. So strongly was the report
credited that o Prussian Man of War, came over to us from there a
few days ago to see il they could be of service to us, a very friendly
act. They were delighted but surprised to hear of the safety of us,
and that we had drubbed the Coreans so thoroughly, I cauticned you
in my last letter to place no regard to uncificial rumors appearing
in the papers, and hope you have had the good sense to give no
weight to reports which you may have seen. Our casualties were
very few one officer (Lieut. McKee) & a sailar & a marine. Several
were wounded besides, some 6 or 7 but all are nearly well i not
entirely so of their wounds. I mail by this letter a picture of my-
gelf and the largest man in our guard whose name is Little. I hope
you will receive it ... Affectionately McLane Tilton. 1 have been
busy lately on Courts Martial, and also on a board examining small
arm ammunition which is very unfortunate for us should another
Expedition be necessary. The board was ordered upon a report I
made to the Admiral, that I saw great numbers of cartridges in the
field which wouldnt go off. I told him 25 per cent was bad. He
ordered an examination and we found on one ship that only eight
out of a hundred would go off, on another only fifty out ofa hundred,
and on another only forty out of a hundred were good for anything!
We couldn't goon ancther cxpeditlon il we wished to on this account
unless we receive a new supply. Our mission to Corea has been a
perfect failure; they wont have anything to do with us not even the
ficherman. The local authorities refuse to send our letters to the
¥ing, and all are returned to us on the endof a pole stuck up on the
beach, where we send a boat for them . .. Affectionately, McLT
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July 5. 1871, Cheelfo, China, My dear Nan. We arrived today and
are now at anchor off "Cheefoo", and at Breakfast regaled our-
selves in apricots, the first fruit of any sort we have seen for a very
long time, The steamer is expected tonight and I add a line te my
already long letter to say we are guite well, and aller a week or ten
days stay proceed to Yokohama where probably we will be until Oc-
tober or atall events until September . . . The English & French Ad-
miral have been received onboard & our Minister Mr, Low went on
shore at 11 o'clock from which time I have been eonstantly on pa-
rade . . . We aredelighted to get away from Corea, and the apricots
are splendid. Schley is quite well, but longs to see his wife and
babys. He is here now, so is the Alaska. Monocacy & Pales gone
to Shanghai . . . Yours Affectionately Mc . ..

Northooord aerial view of the fower reaches of the Salee {Yom) River,
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The report of Captain MceLane Tilton, dated June 16, 1871, and
ihe General Order issued on Junz 5, 1871 by Rear Admiral John
Rodgers, Commanding, United States Aslatic Squadron, are printed
here asdocumentary information. They have been reproduced from
the "Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy on the Operations of
the Department, for the year 1871%. The Secretary of the Navy at
that time was The Honorable George M. Robeson.

Heport of Captain MoLane Tilton, commanding United States Marines.

UniTEDr STATES Frac-S3HIP COLORADG,
At anchor aff Tsle Boisée, Corea, June 16, 1871

S ¢ In conformity with your divestions, 1 have the honor to make
the following report of the part takeun by the marines of the Asiatic
et in the late cxpedition against the Coreans :

On Saturday, the 10th instaut, the suards of the Colorado, Alaska,
and Benicia, nunibering oue hundred and five, rank and file, and four
gfficers, equipped in light macehing order, with oue hundred rounds
amprmnition and two days’ coolied rations, were embarked from their re-
spective ships and towed up the Salée River by the United States ship
Palos., Upon nearing the first of @ line of fortifications, extending up
ile river on the Hang-Hoa Island side, the Palos anchored, and by
grder of the eommauding oflicer all the boats cast off and panlled away
for il shore, whers we landed on a wide sloping beach, two hundred
vards from high-water mark, with the mnd over the lenees of the tallest
men, and erosscd by deep sliiees llled with softer and still deeper mud.
After getting out of {he hoats a line of akirmishers was extonded
aoross the muddy beach, and parallel to a tongue of land jutting through
it to the river, fortified ‘on the point by a square redotibit in the right,
and & ercnulated wall extending a bundred yards to the left, along the
viver, with fields of grain and a small village immediately in its rear
The tortification had been silenced by the can ponade from the United
States ship Monocaey and the steam-launehes, and the garrison fled
thirongh the brosh and fields, firing o fow shots as they retived at a dis-
tance. 'Fhe marines, by order, then advanced on the place, sweeping
{hirongh the grain-tields and village, mesting no opposition, and remained
in possession until the main body eame up, when we wereazain ordered
to push forward, which wo did, scouring the fields as far as practicabla
from the left of the line of march, the river being on ourright, and tool
o position on o wooded knoll, covered with hemisplerical mounis, anid
pommnnding @ fing view of the beautitel hills and inundated rice-fields
immediately around ns, and distaot aboul half & mile from the main
bodv, A reconnoissance was then made toward the next fort—a sguare
worl: of hewn granite foundation, with a splib rock, mud, and mortar
rampart, erennlated on each face, with @ front of about thirty paces—
and o messenger dispatehed to headquarters with the information that
the road was clear and passable for artillery. Tickets wers posted on
the flanks of our little position, five hundred yarda to the rightand left—
a rice-field innndated being in front—and a Dablgren 12 pounder planted

g0 a8 to command the junction of the only twe approaches, which the
commanding officer had ordered up to us as o supporl.

An order laving been sent to Lold our position till merning, we bivon.
acked with onr arms by onr sides, dividivg our foree in three reliefs,
one of which was continually on the alert.  No fveident oceurred doring
the night except rapid fring of smallarms and howling from o Lill
inland trom us, and about o third of a mile distant.  Two or thren shots
from the artillery with the main body weve fived across the Tett of ony
picket, in the direction of the neise, which presently censed,

Sunday morning, the L1 of June, the main body eame np, and we
received orders to posh forwared, which wo did, and after reaching the
fields in Che rear of the nest line of fortifications, wo threw a ling of
slimmishers neross the peninanla of bills on which the fort stood, and
after the main body came up we advaneed foward the rear t'-.lno,'w[t.h
two-thirds of our guards in reserve.  Wo entered this sceomud place, affer
reconpoitering it, without opposition, and dismautlpd the battloments
by throwing over the ity or sixty issignificant breceh-loading brass
canmon, all beiug loaded, and love down the mnparts on the fromt
right face of the work to the level of the tread of the hanquette.

The ramparts consisted of o pieceed wall of ehipped granite, with a
filling of earth in the interstices and conted over with movtar, giving it
the appearancs of being more solid than il really was. The caunon
woera rolled over the clift into the water by Bugler Hoglish, withouot
mneh troulls, who climbed down for this purpose, T eannob give the
weight, but the bore was not over lwo inches dinmeter. A phobey-
rapher eaine on shore from the Monovacy aud snceecded in taking o
nogabive pieture of the pluee.  We were then ordered Ly the command-
ing officer to push forward and find [he rond leading to oue oljective
point, and to cover the flanks of the main body, whicl wo did with two-
thirds of the marines deployed, the remainder in reserve.

W sconred the scrnbby woods and felds of grain, stirving up two or
thres unnrimed native refugees from the village we had just pussed, who
were not, however, molested ; and, after progressing Ll a mile, down
deep ravines and the steepest sort of Lills, were fired npon from a high
ridge a little to the left of us, up which our skirmnish line cantiously
wheeled, and npon reaching the summit saw o enemy on o parallel
ridge opposite, who bDlazed away ot us with their gingalls or mateh-
loclks, their blaek heads popping up and down the while from fhe grass,
but only enc spent bullet struek us, without any injury. A piees of
artitlery was here bronght up from the valley beneath ns, by direction
of Licatenant Commander Cassel, by superhuman exertions on the pat
of his men, and several shells landed among the cnemy grouped on o
kuoll, seattering the party, when oor skivmish line pushed on down the
narrow range leading to the eiceular redonbt—our objeetive point, and
known to usas the citadel, being the third work of the line of fortitica-
tiong—the main hody following in eolnmp of fours.

Upon reaching a point & thivd of a mile foom this worls, a general halt
was ovdered to rest the men, who were greatly fatigued after their com-
paratively short, although extremely steep, march; the topography of
the eonntry being indeseribalile, resembling o sort of “chopped sea,” of
immense hills and deep ravines lywmg in every conecivable position.
We then advanced caationsly, with onr line of skirmishers parallel Lo
the right fice of the redoubf, which was our point of attack, con-
ecaled from view from the eneny, aod took position along the cresl of a
hill one hundred and fifty yards from him, closing intervala to one pace
on the right skirmisher; the ling extending along the ridge, our right
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resting in a path leading to the redoubt, upon which wers planted about
twenty-five bauners in single file, a fow foet apart, and at right anples
{o our line, the fivst bauner being only four paces from onr right skir-
misher. Thirty paces in front of us was nnother ridge, parallel to the
gue we now occapy, bub in order to reach it Lhe whale line would be
exposed to view. The main body came np and formed close bethind s,
The banners seemed to be a decay, and several of ns went from our
right, took about fifteen of them, which drew o tromendous hail of
Linllets from the redonbt, whicl velaxed in half o minute, when away wa
pushed, availing onrselves of the opportunity to geb to the next ridge,
accomplishing the move with the loss of only one man, a marine from
the United States ship Alaska, although for several scconds exposed to
a galling five, which recommenced immediately after the rush began.
Our lines were now only oue hnndred and twenty yards from  the
reddoubt, but the abrupt slepe of the hill and the weeds covered us
very well. The fiving now commenced rapidly from both sides; ours
inereasing as the men got selfled comtortably, and their five was effect-
ive, as the forty or fifty killed and wounded inside the redoubts show.
The firing continned for ouly a fow minutes, say four, amidst the melan
choly sougs of the enemy, their bearing bLeing eourageous in the
extreme, aud they exposed themselves as far as the waist above the
parapet fenrlessly ; and as little parlies of our forees advanced closer
nnd elaser down the deep ravine between us, some of them mounted
the parapel and threw stoncs, &, at us, nttering the while exclama-
tions seemingly of deflanee. Oue of these little parties, the very first
tp cuter the redoubt, was led by our eloved messmate, the noble, the
brave, the hereic McKes, who fell pierced with a bullet in a hand-to.
Land struggle on the ramparts.

The yellow colton flag, about 12 feet square, with a large Chinese
charaoter in black on the center, thus: B #, which flew over the fort,
was caplured by the mavines. It was torn down by Corporal Brown, of
the Colorade’s goavd, by my diveetion, while Private Parvis, of the
Alaska’s guard, was loosing the hallinrds at the foot of the very short
flag-stafl,” Private Purvis, of the Alaska's guard, had his hand on the
hallinrds 4 secamwl or twe before any one else, and deserves the eredit of
the captore.

Corporal Brown deserves equally with him to be honorably mentioned
for his eoolness and cournge.  The comand, to n man, acted in & very
ereditnble manner, and all deserve equal mention.  The oflicers of tho
marines were Lisutenants Broese, Mullany, and MceDonald, who were
always to bo found in the front.

The wounded wore soon attended to by the surgeon’s corps, who
romoved them to the Moonoeacy, lying in the stream. The place was
occupied all Buopday night, the actillery being posted on the heights,
and commanding tle rear approaches, the men bivouacking with their
companies on the hills.  Barly Monday morning the entire foree re-em-
barked on board the Monocaey, the marines being the last to leave,

Tho re-embnckation was accomplished in a masterly manmer, in the
space of an hour, no confusion whatever oceurring, although the eur-
rent was very strong, the rise of the tide being nearly 20 feet. The
Monocaey then steamed fo the feet, sowe ten miles below, where wo all
rejoined onr respeetive ghips.

OF the mavines there was one killed, and one sevoerely wonnded ; tho
first being Private Dennis Henralian, of the Benicia’s guard, and the
wounded man Private Michael Owens, of the Colorado’s guard, shot
throngh the groin as he was charging toward the redoubt, falling about
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forty paces from the parapet.  Uhe aceonterments and arms of the guard
of this ship were relurned, and no loss of propecty oceurved, The ex-
penditure of ammunition was sixteen hundred cartridges, about forsy
rounds ench man.

I trust it will not be congiderad out of place in this eonnection to men-
tion that I pieled np from the field great numbers of copper-shell car-
tridges, unexploded, althongh the shell- bore evidencs of having been
well strael by the fiving-pins. Upon {iling the heads of some of these
ghells, so s to expose the tinued cop holding the fulminate, I found the
appearance of oxidation avound the eavity holdiog the fulminate, and
on the inside of severnl cases I fonnd the tinned sorface of the eup an-
tirely mone, and one-sixteenth of an inch of what looked like the rustof
iron filling the hottom of the cup. Upon {uguivy T fonnd the men com-
plained of the eortridges paclied in paper boxes, while no complaint was
heard from them who had been farnished with cartridges in wooden
boxes,

From the great number of nnoxploded cartridges I saw on the field,
although having a deep indentation in their heads from the pins, T am
led to thinlk that it will be dangerous fo trust to any of Che cartridges
in the flest, paclked in paper boxes, and warked “ FPrankford arsenal,
%Sﬁ':r,"’ and [ beliove that at least 25 per cent, of them are utterly worth-
055,

I would respectfully sngoest that this fixed ammuanition be thoroughly
tested, and the good separated from tho worthless. TFor curiosity I te-
day got an unopened box of sach kind, and, with a Bemington car-
bine, fired them with the following result. ot a single cartridge packed
in the wooten box failed to explode, and not one vequired to be strock
thie seeond time. Fifty per eent. of thoso packed in the paper boxcs
failed altogether, and several of those that did explode reguired to be
struck twice, and, in two instanees, even three blows were struck before
explosion, showing that the sensiliveness of the fulninate bad materi-
ally deteriorated, probably by some galvanie aelion; at all events, it
was bad, One rifle enrhing was shown me which seemed to have a
wealt mainspring, as it worked stifily and failed to explode & cartridge.
I examined the arm and found the apparent weakoess of the spring o
be owing to the gummed oil oo the large pin upon which the bammoer
revolves; the sliffness thua occasioned over so great a airlace prevented
the hamooer from operating with saflicient foree, the strength of the
gpring being too much spent in overcoming the friction oceasioned by
tha gum. Upon removing the pin, wiping and putting it back in its
place, a matter of o fow moments, the piece worked perfectly.

One carbing burst about three inches from the muzzle, but it was
evidently not eaused by improper welding, as the {racture prezented an
irregnlar surface,  The barrel of this gun on the outside looked as if it
had been pushed into stiff mnd, and probably a long wad of mud was
inside the barrel when the ropture oconrred.

Very respectfully, yours,
McCLANE TILTOX,
Captain U, 8 Marine Corps,
And Fileet Marine Officer, Asiatic Fleet,
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[General Oeder.]

TUHITED BTaTES BTEAMER BEXICIA,
Buoisde Tstand, Covea, June B, 1571,

For the information of all offcers, the following organization and
arrangement of forees will prevail in the expedition against the Corean
fortiieations:

Signal olficer, Mr. Houston; Commander Tn A, Kimberly, command-
ing lund forces; Lieutenant Commander W. Scotl Schley, ndjutiud
general; BMate A, K. Bayler, aid.

Infantry.—Lientenant Comwander Casey, commanding ; Lientenant
Commander Wheeler, second in eommand ; Company A, Lieutenant
Commander Heyerman, Ensign Clarke; Company B, Master Drake;
Compiny O, Lientenant Totlen; Company D, Lientenant MeKee;
Company 1%, Licutenant Mellvaine; Company F, Master Pillsbury ;
Company G, Master MeLean; Company I, Master Brown and Mate
Hllender éurupmly [, Captain Tilton, Licutenant MeDonald; Con-
pany J, Lieatenants Breese and Mullany.

Artillery.—Lisutenant Commander Cassel, commanding ; Licutenant
Bnow, right Lattery; Lieutenant Mead, left battery ; Master Schroeder,
right section ; Master Wadlawms, left scetion; Iinsign Bassett, right
center section ; Mate Greonway, left center section,

Piongers.—Mate Cuin, commanding; 20 men from Colorado; 5 men
from Aluska; 5 men from Benieia.

Hospital foree—Passed Assistant Snrgeon Wells and Assislant Sur-
goons Ladta and Gorwing 6 wen from Colorndo; 3 men rom Alnska; 3
men from Bendeia.

Regimental Formation.
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The lonnches and Loats with howitzers will land two boat lengihs
apart.

The second ling of Loats will land to the right, except Colorado’s
fourth cutter, which will land to the lefs of the launch on her immediate
riplid.

On landing the infantey officer commanding will throw ont skivmish-
ers to elear away oppesition.  The artillery will then land and proceed
to form in rear and follew after infantry until & suflicient spaee is ob-
tained to form in the regimental formation above preseribed. The order
of marel will Lo in colnmn of fonrs, uuless o sulliciciily clear space will
admit of company front, vis:

oo BRivmishers,

s HH
Right iu fromd,
EEE N EOORODE 00O BN 2 omE R

n;nmnmﬂmudmnﬂﬂ-mnnmﬂuluaﬂﬂﬂ
ST
Sappers sl minees.
: I
HEEHHHHHEHHHHHﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂ'
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HH =%

Tlospital foree.

Artillery to be armed with entlass aud pistol.

Sappers amd miners armed with pistols,

Hospital foree armed with pistols,

Thirty rounds of shrapnel, 10 rounds of shell, and 10 eanister to esch
run will be earried in the boats.

Fifty additional rounds, in Lhe zame propartion to each gun, will be
sont to Monocaey and Palos, 60 rounds of ammunition, for swall-arms,
will be carried by eaeh of the infantry, 100 additional rvontds will be
sent on thy Monoeacy and Palos.

Sappers and miners will earry intrenching tools.

Tach man will earry his blanket, made up in a roll, over shoulder,
and Lis pot slung to his belt. Men will be provided with two days’
cooloed rations.

The geder of landing is to prevent confosion, and should the corrent
derango the plan proposed, the boats will land as nearly as circem-
gtances will admit in ihe order prescribed. /
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After the Ianding party are on shore the pulling boats will be hanled
o and anchored in the most sufe aml convenient place for re-einbarking
Lhie Tores, iF it shionld be necessary.
Licutenant Commander Pieking will eommand the steam-lanneles.
By order of lhe commanding offiecy,
W. BCOTT SCHLEY,

Licutenant Commander, United States Navy, ddjntant General.

Approved June 3, 1571,
JONE RODGERS,
Teear-Admiral, Commanding Tuited Stutes Astatic Squedron.
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