The Battle of lwo Jima

Operation DETACHMENT
19 February—26 March 1945
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Introduction

The significance of the battle
Three Marine divisions under a single tactical command

American forces sustained more casualties than the Japanese
Classic textbook amphibious assault
Public relations

Mount Suribachi



Context: Time, Place and Opposing Forces
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General Douglas MacArthur (left)
Admiral Chester Nimitz (right)

lwo Jima: Operation DETACHMENT
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U.S. military strategists chose Iwo Jima as a
target, in part, because of its proximity to the
Japanese home islands



Strategic Importance of lwo Jima to U.S. Forces

U.S. Navy wanted Iwo for land based support for
bombers and escorts
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Aerial Photograph of Iwo Jima shows the three air
fields and Suribachi in the left-bottom of photo



American Naval Forces and Leaders
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lwo Jima and the Japanese

For the Japanese, the loss
of the Marianas during the
summer of 1944 greatly
increased Iwo Jima’s
strategic and symbolic
significance

Emperor Hirohito (left); Prime Minister General Hideki Tojo (center);
LtGen Tadamichi Kuribayashi (right)



U.S. Assault Plan

I‘Z

AIRFIELD ~NO 3 =
(U pen CONSTRUCTION)

B-c s,
-
MOTOYAMA

ARFIELD
B
- C——= (/2

/7 TACHUWA POIN o,
= OMINAMI ‘

™

n-‘ - oumav

sumiBackr LANDING  PLAN
' IWO JIMA

TOBIISHI
POINT

Veteran Marine demolition team Assault Plan
studying lwo before attack



Kuribayashi’s Defense Plan
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Kuribayashi broke with previous Japanese defense
doctrine and the Marines would pay a heavy price
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8 December 1944 to 15 February 1945 Bombing Campaign
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The Controversial Preliminary Bombardment
Smith and Schmidt vs. Spruance and Turner




Preparatory Bombardment 16-19 February
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The Beach Assault on 19 February
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Marines penetrated to a depth of 150 to 300 yards initially
The Japanese waited as men, vehicles, and materiel began to concentrate on the beach




Japanese began to fire, mtermlttently, THE ASSAULT ON

Marines from 0930-1200 | WO JIMA
“4' FEBRUARY 1945

By 1200, Japanese fire became furious and hea vy

As elements of 5th and 4th MarDiv carr{l—:- ashore 4
they began to carry out the assault plan
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Clearing out each enemy position was tedious and usually
Involved coordinated use of explosives, flame throwers, and
small arms fire. The process cost time and lives.

Marines approach Japanese positions and clear them out with flame and explosives



While the rest of 5th MarDiv and all of 4th MarDiv
turned northeast to seize the rest of the island,
the 28th Marines assaulted Suribachi






By the end of 22 February, the fight for Suribachi was virtually over




Joe Rosenthal’s Photo of Second Flag Raising

The first flag making its
ascent with the 2/28

Sab 23, 1944




( Suribachi
secured by

“

Men and materiel continue to pour
onto the beach, including 3d MarDiv
anc' the rest of the artillery




Sgt Ross F. Gray
Posthumous MOH
21 Feb

HM1 John H. Willis
Posthumous MOH
28 Feb




First Week of March




All three divisions had to fight through very tough terrain
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Unit KIA- DOW  WIA Total

Casualties
V Corps 26 14 234 274
3d MarDiv 926 267 3503 4,696 |
. 1,63 |
4th MarDiv 375 6,211 8,217 W /1
1 - ':
5th MarDiv 3’95 634 7,341 9,925 [

Marine Air and Ship Dets 25 0 33 58

Navy Units 363 70 1,917 2,350

492 1,36 19,23 25,52
1 0 9 0

These approximate numbers do not include 3 officers and 43 enlisted men

Total Casualties

still listed as missing, presumed dead, or the 46 officers and 2 602 enlisted
men that suffered combat fatigue ~—






Famous Participants

lwo Jima lwo Jima lwo Jima Ilwo Jima

Belleau Wood Belleau Wood Belleau Wood Belleau Wood



First Flag Raisers ‘

Lt Harold Schrier

Sgt Ernest “Boots” Thomas
Sgt Hank Hansen

Cpl Chuck Lindberg
Corpsman John Bradley
PFC Ray Jacobs

PFC Phil Ward

PFC Jim Michaels







Conclusion: Significance of the Battle




Significance of the Battle to the

ns who served
on virtue,” has
re recorded

lag raising has
nd instantly

.....

1 8




UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

i

Mark R. Folse
PhD Candidate, University of Alabama (Department of History)



