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THE JAPANESE ADVANCE ON MIDWAY in two main forces, their carriers approaching the target area under cover of a North

Pacific bad-weather front.

“Well, that proves that the damn thing works,
anyway.” *

Ignorant of the intense preparations being
made to receive them, the enemy meanwhile had
likewise been going through his final arrange-
ments. Assembly and final training of Admiral
Nagumo’s striking Force was carried out at Ha-
shira Jima, and on 26 May (west longitude date)
the enemy carrier force sortied from the Inland
Sea toward Midway. T he amphibious shipping of
the Occupation Force, together with the landing

# McGlashan, pp. 5, 24 and 31-34; also notes by Major
Leon M. Williamson, and by Colonel Verne J. McCaul,
30 January 1948.

force, sailed from the Marianas two days later on
28 May.*

As the enemy neared Midway, however, the
Marine defenders—progressively alerted from
preliminary contacts—could be content with their
preparations and their effort. In the words of
Lieutenant Colonel McGlashan:

Of course, there were a thousand things more that
could have been done; but all the essential things
had been done—and not a day to spare. As I turned
in that night knowing that the Japs would arrive by
morning, I felt that, come what may, we had done
all we could.**

“ ONI Report, p. 9, and Ikki Report, p. 3.
“ McGlashan, p. 37.
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