‘The s rasident of the United stutes takes pleasure In
presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR to

PRIVATE RICHAKD K. SORENEON, USMCR.,
for service 2s set forth In the following
CIFATION:

“For conspicuous gollantry «nd intrepidity at the risk
of fils 1ife above and beyond the czl1l of duty while serving
with an assault battallon uttached to the Feurth Marine
Division during the battle of Namur Island, Xwajalein Atoll,
Marsghall Islands, oc Febraary 1-2, 1844, Cutting up 2
brave defense against a particularly violent counterattack
by the enemy during invesion operations, Frivate sSorenson
and five cther Marines occupyling 2 shell-hole were en-
dangered by & Japanese grenade thrown into thetr midst.
Unhesitatingly, snd with complete disregard for his own
safety, Frivate Screnson hurled himself upon the deadly
wesapon, hercically taking the full lmpact of the =xplosion.
A8 a result of his gallatt netion he was severely wounded
but the lives of his comrades were saved, liis great per-
sonal valor and exceptional spirit of seif~sacrifice In the
face of alinost certain death were In keeplng with the high-
est tzaditions of the United States Naval Service.”



