The President of the United States takes pleasurc in
presenting the FEDAL OF HONOR to

ST CLASS LUTHER SHAGGS, JR., USICR.,

PRIVATE
for scrvice as set forth'in the: following
CITATICH:

“"TFor conspilcuous gallantry. and 1ntrcpuh.ty at. the risgk
of nls lifo above and beyond the'call of duty while serving
as Squad Leader with o Mortar Socticn-of a Wifle Compa
in the Third Battalion, Third Harines, Third Iarmn ivision,
during action ageinst chemy Japanese foress on the Asan-Adelis
Boachhead, Guam, larianas Islands, 21-22 Sy 19 . en
the scetion lcader ecame .a casualty undor a hoavy mortar
barrage shortly after 1nd1._Q Private First. Class Skdggs -
promptly assumed command and lod the soction through ine
tense fire for a distance of 200 yards to.a position from
which to dchvnr cffective coverage of the assault on a stra-
togic clif Valinntly defending this vital position against
strong c'mey counterattacks during the night, Private First
Class Sl aggs was critically woinded ‘when 'a Japancsc grenade
lodged ‘in his foxhole and exploded, shattoring the lowoer part
of onc leg: quick. to act, ho applicd an improvised tour-
niquet and, while. propped up in his foxhole, gallantly ro-
t\um tho enemy's’ £iré withihis Tific and hand grenades for
a pcr“od of cight'hours, later cz':i\lliﬂg unassisted to the
rear toTcontinue the fightuntil the Japanese had boen anni-
hilated. Uncomplaining and calm throughout this critical
pcrlod Private First Class Skaggs: served as a héroie ox-
ample 5f cournge and fortitude o lother wounded men and, by
his ceurageous. loadorship and inspiring dcvction o dm: s,
upheld the high traditions, of tho Tnitod States Naval Servico.V




