The President of the United States takes pride in pre-
senting the MEDAL OF HONOR pesthumously fo

PRIVATE FIRST CLAS3 ALBERT E, 8CHWAB, USMCR,,
service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“por conspleucus gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of
his life above and beyund the call of duty a8 a Flame Throwsr
Cperator serving with Headquarters Company, First Battalion,
Fifth Marines, First Marine Division, in action against enemy
Jepanese forces on Okinawa Shima in the Ryukyu Islands, 7 May
1645, Quick to iake action when his company was pinned down
in 2 valley and suffering resultant heavy casualtizs under blankst.
ing machine-gun fire emanating from a high ridge to the front,
Drivate First Clags Schwab, unable to flank the enemy emplace~
ment because of steep cliffs on elther side, advanced up the face
of the ridge in bold defiance of the intense barrage and, skilljully
directing the fire of his flame thrower, quickly demalished the
hostile gun position, thereby enabling his company 1o occupy the
ridge. Suddenly a second Japanese machins gun opened flre,
killing or wounding several Marines with its initial bursts., Estim.
ating with split-second decision the tactical difficuities confronting
his comrades, Private First Class Schwab elscted to continue his
one-man assault despite a diminished supply of fuel for his flame
thrower, cool and indoraitable, he moved forward in the face of
the direct concentration of hostile fire, releutlessly closed the
enemy poaition and attacked. Although severely wounded bya
final vicious blast from the enemy weapon, Private First Class
Sehwab had succeeded in destroying two highly strategie Japanese
gun positions during a critical stage of the operation and, by his
dauntless, singlenanded efforts, materially furthered the advafice
of his company. Iils aggressive initiative, outstanding valor and
professional skill throughout the bitter conilict sustained and en-
nanced the highest traditicns of the United States Naval Sarvice.
He gallontly gave ais life for his country,”

/s/ BARRY 8. TRUMAN



