The President of the United States takes pride
in presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS VESLEY PHELPS, USHCR,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For consplcuous ggnantvy and intrepidity at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while
serving with the Third Battallion, Seventh Harines, First
Harine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forges

on Peleliu Island, Palau Group, during a savage hostile
counterattack on the night of 4 October 1944, Statidned
with another Marine in an advanced positlon when a Japan~

ese hand grenade landed in his foxhole, Private First

Class Phelps instantly shouted a warning to his comrade-

and rolled over on the deadly bomb, absorbing with his owm
body the full, shattering lmpact of the loding charge.
Courageous and indomitable, Private First Olass %hg:l,pe
fearlessly gziwe his 1ife that another might be sparéd serious
injury and his great valor and heroic devotion to duty in

the face of certain death reflected the highest credit

upon himself and the United States Naval Service.

gallently gave his life for his country,”

/s/ HARRY S. TRUMAN

HARRY S. TRUMAN
President, Unlted States



