The President of the United States in the name of The
Congrees takes pride in vresenting the MEDAL OF HONOR
pos thumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS WHITT L. MORELAND,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION: |

"For conspicuous gallantrgband intrepidity at the rigk
of hig life above and beyond the call of duty while serving
ae an Intelligence Scout sttached to Company O, First
Battallon, Fifth Marines, First Maripne pivision (Reinfa ced),
in action against enemy aggressor foraes in Korea on 29 May
1961, Voluntarily accomganging”a rifle pletoon in g daring
assault sgeinst a strongly deféended enemy hill positian,
Private First Class Morelend delivered ecécurate rifle fire
on the hostile emplacemont and thercby ailded materially in
seizing the objective. After the position had Deen secured,
he unhesitatingly led a party forward to noutralize an

enemy bunker which he had observed some 400 mefers beyond
and moving boldly through a firs-swept erca, eimost reached
the hostile emplaccment when the enemy leaunched a volley of
hand grensdes on his group, %uick to 2ct desnite the
personal danger involved, he kicked severzl of the grenades
off the ridgeline where they exploded harmlessly and, while
attempting to kick away enother, slipped end fell near the
deedly missile, Aware that the somuttering grenade would
explode before he could regein his feet and disnose of 1%,
he shouted & werning to his comrades, covered the missile
with his body end sbsorbed the full blest of the explosion,
but in saving his companions from possible injury or death,
was mortally wounded, His heroic initiative anidl valiant
spirit of self-sacrifice in the fsce of certain death reflect
the highest credit upon Private Firet Cless Morelsnd snd

the United States Naval Service. He gellantly geve his

1life for his couhtry."

/8/ Herry S. Truman



