The President of the United States in hanc of The.

Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR
posthunously to '

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS EDVARD (O.EZ,
ULIITED STATZS JIARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for scrvice as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and 1ntor¥1dxty at tho
risk of his lifc above and beyond the call of duty while
gorving as an Annunition Bearer in Company E, Sedond Battalion,
First .lorincs, First Marine Division {Reinforced), in -
action against encny aggressor forces. in Xopea .on 14 &
Sceptember 1951, Boldly advanecing with hls ggua&:xqzagpport-
of a group of riflcmen assaulting a sgerivas of atrongly.
fortificd and bitterly dcfended hostile positions on Hill
749, Private First Class Gonez consisantly-dxgoﬁqd

hingelf to the withering barrage to keep his nachine

gun suppliod with anriunition during the drive férward

fv solzc the objoctive. As hils squad doployed 60 noet

an inninent countorattack, he voluntarily moved ‘down an
abandohed tronch to soarch for a now location for the

gun and, when a hostile grenade landed botwoon hingolf

and his weapon, shoutod a warning to those around him as

he grasped tho activated charge in his hand, Detérmined

to save his cdirades, ho unhesitatingly chose to smcrifice’
hingelf and, diving into the ditch with the deadly nissile,
absorbed the shattoring violence of the explosion in his
own body. By his stouthecarted courage, inmconparable

velor and decisive spirit of self-secrifice, Privato First
Clase Gomez inspired the others to herolc offorts in sub-
scquently repclling tho outnumbering foe, and his valiant
conduct throughout sustained and enhanced the fincst ,
traditions of tho United States MNaval Service, Ho gallantly
gave his life for his country.m .
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