The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes
price in presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR posthumously to

COLONEL DORALD G. COOK
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service s set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life sbove and
bevond the call of duty while inlerned as & Prisoner of War by the Viet Cong in the
Republic of Vietnem during the perioé 31 December 1964 'to 8 Dﬂcemaer 1967,
Despite the fact that by so doing he knew he would bring about harsher tresiment
for himself, Colonel (then Ceptain) Cook esteblished himself es the senior prisoner,
even though in actuelity he was not. Repeatedly essuming more then his shere of
the manual labor in order thet the other Prisoners of War could improve the stete
of their health, Colonel Cook willingly &nd unselfishly pul the interesis of his
corrades before thet of his own well-being ané, eventuelly, his life. Giving more
needy men his medicine and drug ellowance while constantly nursing them, he
risked infection from contagious diseases while in a repidly deleriorating state of
health. This unselfish and exemplary conduct, coupled with his refusal to stray even
the slightest from the Code of Conduct, earned him the Geepest respect from not
only his fellow prisoners, but his captors as well. Rether than negotiate for his own
releese or betler treetment, he stesdfestly frustreled attempts b) the Viet Cong 1o
bregk his indomitable spirit, -and pessed this same resolve on o the men whose
weﬂ—bging he so closely essociated himself. Kriowing his. refusals would prevent his
releasé prior 1o the end of the war, and also.knowing his chences for prolonged
survival would be smell in the event of continued refusal, he ‘chose nevertheless to
achere to 2 Code of Conduct far above that which could be expected. His personal
velor end exceptional spirit of Joyelty in the face of lmost ceriein desthreflected

the highest credit upon Colonel Cook, the Marine Corps, and the Uniled Stetes
Neval Service.




