The President of the United States in the name of The Congress
takes pride in presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR posthumously to

CORFORAL DAVID B. CHANMPAGKE,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP3,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

*Por conspicucus gallantr { and intrepidity at the risk of his

1ife above -na beyond the oall of duty while urvng as & Pire
Team Leader of Company A, First Battalion, Seventh Marines,

. Pirst Msrine Division (Reinforced), in asotion against enemy
ageressor forces in Korea on 28 May 1952. Advanoing with his platoon
in the initial assault of the ccmpany against a strongly fortified
and heavily aofundld hill position, Corporal Champagne skillfully
lad his fire team through a veritable mn of intense enemy

machine-gun, small-srms end grenade fire, overrumning Prenches and

& series of almost impregunable bunker pontlml hefore reaching the
orest of the hill and assisting in repelling the ensuing hostils
ocounterattack, which was lmmohod under mu of a murderous mn
of mortar and artillery fire, h
and fsarlessly continued to oontrnl his nrv teams the on-w
oounterattack inersased in intensity, and a hostile gmdu landed
in the midst of the fire team, Corporal Yhampegne unhultatmﬁy
seized the dudx,y misgile and hurled it im the direotiom of
approaching ane As ths gmﬁ. left his hand, it exploded,
blowing off his d and throwing him out of the trench. Nortally
wounded Eh.w mortar fire while in thias exposed positiom,
Corporal Chempegne, b uxa
allant lpuxe of nlf—-urlfm n the face of alnoat e

th, loubtedly saved the ll.vu of sevarsl of his nuo-

Marines, His heroic aotions served to inspire all who observed him
and refleot the highest oredit upon himgelf and the United States
Naval Service. He gallantly gave his 1life for his country.®




