The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR to

FIRST LIEUTENANT HARVEY C. BARNUM, JR.
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk
of his life above and beyond the call of duty as Forward
Observer for Artillery, while attached to Companhy H,
Second Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division
(Reinforced), in action against communist forces at Ky
Phu in Quang Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 18
December 1965. When the company was suddenly pinned
down by a hail of extremely accurate enemy fire and was
quickly separated from the remainder of the battalion by
over five hundred meters of open and fire-swept ground,
and casualties mounted rapidly, Lieutenant Barnum quickly
made a hazardous reconnaissance of the area seeking tar-
gets for his artillery. Finding the rifle company com-
mander mortally wounded and the radio operator killed, he,
with complete disregard for his own safety, gave aid to
the dying commander, then removed the radio from the dead
operator and strapped it to himself. He immediately as-
sumed command of the rifle company, and moving at once
into the midst of the heavy fire, rallying and giving en-
couragement to all units, reorganized them to replace the -
loss of key personnel and led their attack on enemy posi-
tions from which deadly fire continued to come. His sound
and swift decisions and his obvious calm served to stabi-
lize the badly decimated units and his gallant example as
he stood exposed repeatedly to point out targets served
as an inspiration to all. Provided with two armed heli-
copters, he moved fearlessly through enemy fire to control
the air attack against the firmly entrenched enemy while
skilifully directing one platoon in a successful counter-
attack on the key enemy positions. Having thus cleared a
small area, he requested and directed the landing of two
transport helicopters for the evacuation of the dead and
wounded. He then assisted in the mopping up and final
seizure of the battalion's objective. His gallant initia-
tive and heroic conduct reflected great credit upon him-
self and were in keeping with the highest traditions of
the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.



