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1, This rcport will concorn itsclf with tho gencral *i
features of the amphibious operations for the capture of the
GILBZRT ISLANDS, including recommendations iooking toward an -

increase in future effectiveness; end with the detailed narra-
tive of operations of the Morthern n%tack force, which the
Cormander FIIFTIT imphibious Force dlirsctlv commanded. A3 =u
preliminary, a short description wiil te given of the organi-
zation of the FIFTY Amphibious Force.

2. The FIFTE Aaphibious Fforce, U.S.
assigned for operatvional control to the Central
was organized on august 24, 1943, under the command of Raar
Admiral R. K. TURNER, U.S. Favv. Study ol tioe prospective S
Central Pacific campaign, which evicently will be somewaat
prolonged in time, indicated the desirapility of the establish- '
ment of a permanent organization designed to:

{a) Undertake simultaneously several coordinated
amphibious operations; _

«b) Provide a single superior troop command which
will be charged with responsibility for continuity of planning
and training, improvement in technique, and operations of
amphibious troops to be emploved in the sweep across the Pacific;

(¢) Provide an Amphibious Air Commander for planning
and control of the employment of air units and air liaison
parties involved in the direct support of amphibious operations;
and for coordinating the organization of aviation ground ele-
ments to be assigned to captured baseg; l
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(a) Provide for continuous planning ror amphibious
operations of navel forecs in harmony vith the intentions of
the high command, and in collaboration with a similar planning
agceney attached to the cortzond of amphiblous trocops;

(e) Provide effective administration of vesscls and
shore units of the FIFTH Amphibious Force, and the issuc of
Amphibious Type Instructions.

3. Steps were taken to sxdand the organization of

the FIFT: amphibious Force to fulfill these requirements bv the
addition of thc following apgencics:

(a) Agsisning FIFTE Amphibious Corwns, under command
of Major Gonzral Holland M, SIITT, U.S.LC. as nart of the Tagk
Organ¢aat10n of the FIFT .mnhibious Force; with Gencrzl &IITLE
cxercising full and continuing opcrational command of tre ai--
phibious training and opcrations of 211 troops in the Centra
Pacifie Arca sssisned for ammhibious attack. This arrangensnt
was cffected on Sceptember Ly l9h3 The Corps Ieadguartcrs in-
cludes = nlanning staff bascq ashore in PEARL FARBOR.

(b) Task Group T/0, TIFTY .mphibious Force, Rear

Admiral ¥.7. IILL, U.S. Navv, in command of units which mar be
assigned for particular ovperations. Rear Admiral TILL renorted

on Sentember 19, 1943,

(c) Task Group TRIZ; TIFTI Lmphibious Forec, Rear
Admiral R.L. CCOLLY, U.S. Have, in cormand of units Zuluh ey
be assigned for particugar operations. Rear Admiral OCIOLLY
revorted on Cectober 23, 1943.

(d ) Adil‘.inistr:lti'\f@ CO}.'JJ,'-)\C'Jﬂd ’ = I.U T ‘.J;mp 111

Commodore T.B. 7 LLImS UeS. Tav-r, with headguarte
S

PZARL HARBOR. Commodore PIIIL LIjCJ‘ roported on Ochotre

(c) Commandecr Qi“craft FITE Amphibious Force,

Colonel 1.0. LARICESCIT, U.3. .rmy, o revoried on Oztober 3,
1943, ©On October 23, 19h3, Ccloncl SARICLI0N was rclicvgd'bv
Captain E.3. bdenuA, U.5. Yavvy, During actual opcrations,
this officer acts ceg air advisor 1o the TForce Commander with
respect to the air support of all amphibious attarck grourns.
Cormand of 8Suprort Aircraft at each oceunisd pesiticn is sxer-

sed by the Proswective Commandcr of tle hbf@“)&; cd air forces
Cormmand of the local Combat Jir Patrel and Anti-subrinrine Patrol
is exereised by the Attacl Groun Cormander. It should be under-
stood that, while no air units arc pcvlﬁncqtlv assigned to tie
Amphibious Force, all aircraft engaged in thc local support of
onerations come Undcr cormand of the local Attack Group Comanan-

der during the vperiods “hen tuc"gire in the air in EhC vicinity
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of that Attack Group.

(f}  Planning Steff of FIFTI .amphibious Force, with
headquarters ashore in PIARL IIiRBOR, and under the Administrative
Commander ih the absence of the Foree Cormander.

. With the Force Commandser acting as the Commander
of Cwoup OIZ, the orgonization outlined in the preecsding para-
graphs permits the prosecution of three simultancous amphibious
attacks, under naval commanders permanently assigned to the Forde,
The Force also includes the troov and aircraft commanders who
have over-all supervising and coordinating control of the opera~-
tions of amphibious troons and amphibious aircraft, respectively,
An organization of-this character should nrove effective in coll-
scting, evaluating, and applving amphibious combat experience to
future operations.

5, “hen the FIFTH .imphibious Force was organized, none
of the vessels whidh were to comprisc that foree were available,
Some were in the Northern Pacific Arca prevaring to evacuate
assault troops cmploved in the KISKE) Operation. Others were en-
gaged 1n transvorting trooms to various parts of the Pacific.

The remainder were in the Atlantie, cither cnroute, or about to
sall, for the Pacific, Several transports and cargo vessels were
new, and had ncver cngaged in amphibious onerations.

6. The SZCOMD Iarine Division, assigned for the GIL-
BIRTS Operation, was in ZLLINGTCN, still considerably below
combat strength. Although this division had been through the
GUADALCAMNAL Camnajgn, only one combat team had engaged in am=-
phibious training within the vast wvear; that one team had received
eight days' ship-to~shore training during June, The 27th Arny
Division, also assigned, was in OAHU. This division had enfaged
in some elenentarv boat exclcises, but had received no amphibious
training vorthy of the name.

7. The lMarine Defense Battalions who were to serve
as garrison troops wore in scattered detachments in SAMNOA, WALLIS,
— NANOMEA and NUKUFZT.U. The Arny Defense Battalion for MAKT, -
to be taken from troops in E&SVAII, had not yet been organized,
while the Army Aviation Zngincer Battalion was constructing an
airfield on B4R ISL..I'D, The Acorns, Sce Bees, most of the
comnunication units, most of the aviation ground units, air and
gunfire liaison zroups, =and the minor naval units, were still on
the Mainland; many had not vet been organized, and few had ree-
ceived anv but elementary individ» "1 training. A complex probde
lem was presented of organizins + ge various units; appointing
ceomnnders and assembling stoffg moving them to theti= final
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embarkztion UOlﬂun; and nrovidiag even o small amount of orgon-
izetional troining. To this s added tLe nroblen of giving
basic amnhibious training to troovs -~nd shins of th ”"s ult
ecbclbnu; then of C””ﬂhctlnp finaol battle rchcarsuls of the pro-
JCCtvd operation in which 21l the troons and supporting naval
ané air forces would be emnloyed in their battle to sks; then of
concentrating these scrttercd forces in nosition to nuhc the o=
assault on Dog Dav, -né finn 11y of followidg up promptly witl
garrison troons. COMb tant vessels and airceraft, scre of then
cvly commissicncd, manv of - hon had act secn 2ction or been
attached to tosk fereces, nscessarily had to be %iven their group
ond force tactical angd i“tt‘c trzinine enroute to the conbat
aren,

3. . In vicir of the wvide nhvsic:nl disversion of
the forces, »orticuls rly the sround clenents, ~nd the foet that
it was hccv) cyv for mony of - the newly “%nﬁinted commanders to

ullcct nnd troin new #32frfe, it scenm voriicularly necessary

to asgsemble the »rineinnl eomrmiaders 1n PMNRL for nergonzl con-
ferencrs, indoctrination, -'nd t?c Giscucsion -nd or=l ﬂpproval

of plans. This g Ffin 11~ nartisll o ccomnlished, ~nd useful
results followed, althoush:the tire- o the werk wju linited.
These perann~l CﬁnLGranLu, in fact, nrovided the Lasgis for draft
ing the wrincinal dircctives. It c,nnot bo too strongly urpged
t’“t resmonsible comandcers 'nd thelir st ffs be appointed as for
in ~dvance of oderationa s noesible, in order thot they ma~ have
tine to familinrize tremsclves —'ith the nreblen in hond, to oetd
acquaintcd rith their foreccs ~ng with eeh other, and tr be prea-
mared to offer -~dvice o the gunaricr ceomnnders. In milit-rv
onerrtions thc »roroticn of rmorale nd rutunl coafidence is gront.
1y dencndent on merson~l contacts of vilz chaoracter.,

9. In the GIL3IRTS Opcration; thc unster plan re-
quired the simultoncous civture of T.KIT and TORATS, and the sud-
secucnt occupation of ;PJﬁLIJ. The followvin-s twblc is on out-
line of the rcl-tione T in of the major clencnts of the smphibious
organization, T c apnronri-te oncratiocn pla 18 and ordcrs show
*“c dihalls of the nrensnization. Trzk Forcc nunbers 52, 53, and
ol werc tempor-rilv assigned the FIPTE nﬁﬁhlblOuQ Forece, to
avoid undue comnlic tions in the deriv tion of uLordlﬂ\tc unit
nunbers. T ek Ferce 5. included thc cntirs ~mphibious organizae
Qion, T-sk Forec 52 vine the forea cqﬁlovud in the canturce of
IZEKITy and Trsk Fereo 53 "1rs tho forec emmloved in the canture .
of T.AR;("Y; “nd APITITIL.. ~
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Amphibious: Corps Majof Gener-1l Holland M. SMITH, USIC.
Support (Amphibidus) Aircraft, Colonel TARE CKSC;, USA.
MAIITY IST Grodps 1 and 2 (9 LST, 3 IcT, 2DD transnortln,
IVT's and Defehse Battalion).

TARAVA LST Groups 1 and 2 (12 18T, 5 LCT, 20D, trans-
porting LVT's, and Defense- Battailon)

MAKIM Garrison Group (2 Ap, 2 4K, 2 DE, transporting
Garrison and Construction TroopS$ ’

TARAWA Garrison Group (2 AP, 2 AK; 2 DE transnortlng
Garrisen and Construction Troops).

APEMAL’A Garrison Groups 1 and 2 (3 AP, 2 AK, 4 LST, 3
ICT, 3 DE, transnorting Garrison and Construction Troops.
APIEMAMA Reconnaissance Growp {1 submarine, transporting
a Larlne ReconnalsSWnce Platoon)

(3), (h) (5), (6), (7), and {8) (less the submarine)
passed t0 corrrnd of the local Task Forde Commanders on
arrival 2t destinations. ICT were. loaded on LST and
launched at destinctions., '

Northern ittack Force (TF 52), Rear Adniral TURNE

Trﬁnspowts, Captain LOOMIS (LAPA, 1 AKA, 1 LSD)

Support Grouns (4 OBB, 4L CA, 3 CV 13 DD, 1 AM)

(NOTE:  idditdonal Support "Aireraft were provided by
other carrier- groups).

Northern Landing Force, lajor General R.C. SMITH, U.S.-

Arny. - Onec Reglmcnt 1 Comb 2t Team of the 27th D1v151on,

A, U,3., plus reenforcing units,.

Garrison Force, Colonel TEINNIY, U.S. .rmy.

Army cnd-minor Navol-garrison units. ;

Aircraft, MIKIN Base, Colonel THORP, U.3. srnmy,

Army base aircraft units. (4lso commanded Support .ip--

craft, less Combat Lir Patrol and anti-submarine patrol,

after shore headquarters were estnblished).

Soutggrn Attack Force (TF 53) Rear Adniral HILL.

Transports, Captain KNOWLES- (12 APA, 3 AKA, 1 AR, 1 LSD),

Support Groups (3 OBB, 3 CA, 3 CL, 5 CVE, 21 DD, 2 .AM).

Additional Sup ort slrcrafi were nrovided bv other .

cargier groups

%guthcrn Lﬂnding Force Magor General Julisn C. SMITH,
e,

Two regimental Comb-t Teams of the SECOND Marine Divisio:

vlus reenforcine units.
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Corys Reser rve, Cne Rerimental Combat Tean of 35C0TD

iarine Divieion (ot to be comnlted excent cn cuthor-
ity of CTF 51). ‘
{d) qurlqou';sr T R ”“, Cangnir TATI, T.5. Tavw,
-.arine Ceorns er ison Troons.

Havrr wcorns, Casus, %ua Bces, arine and Taval ai
u-its, nincr i'aval parcison up¢t” (ilso cormandeq
supporu sirer-ft, lcss Conb:it .iir Potrol aad anti-sub-
narine Matrol, after ¢ Gruarte s werc cstablished
asheore) . :
(e) Garrison Force, APEMiILi, Captain COGSWZLL, U.S. Havrr,

Marlac Corns Garrison Trocps.

avr Jcorn, Casu, Se& Qccs, Iinrine and I"aval air units,
niner f’val hurrl on units

10. The plan of the Co-mander in Chief, U.S,
Pacific Flect, envisazed thrce “hases of the GIL3TRTS Oper tion.
These »hnoses ncecessn rll" ovcrlap, bub in gencr:l terms were:

(a) The assanlt,

(b)  Tw¢ oceunation of the wositions b grrricon and devel-
onnent forceg, and. the evocuation of the assanlt troons

(¢) Thc devclomnent of +ic nositicns a2 air and Ainor :

naval bascs. =

‘ The assault forces co nriscd thec SICON
i'arine Divisicn -nd onc Re- Jinental Conbat Team of the 27th ATy
Division, rcenforecd by meditm tank cormanics nd advance cle-
rents of thc - oarrison ferccs, The "ssault forces on evacuaticn
ere to lceave in the eroturcd wositions the infantrr and ficld
artiller— cleneates initially =ss sisned te tle garriscn., The bulk
of the garrison forces were larinc nnd arny Defensc Battalions,
construction bott-lions, 213 avi-oticn grcocund cr-anizaticns.,

These were to be wov”d in belind the 2ssault trooms ~g romnidly
2s the tactloﬁl sitweotion ang “V'ilﬂbl” tr‘“Shoru.tlhn viould
Dermit, IDach unit of the assault ~nd carriscn forccs was to take
in, in zener .1, five wnits of fire -nd t irty davs' consunablc
stpplies, »lus ncecss-r orgnoniz tional ecui-rcnt. T™c trans-
aertation of merrnnnent Lasc focilitics, ~arrison ct¢uipnent,
and of sunplics sufficicnt to cstatlish a sixtv-dnv level, wae o
ve ihaurur ted "8 soon as the ~arrison troons were rnoved 1a.
It was dirscted %t siins of the first celelon cre to be loaded
te no more than 60% canreits, in order to verriit o baloneed load
and o reasonably ranid deCﬂ roc in combat arcas wherc shine woul:
conetintly be subjecet to e e attock, ¢urt‘rrﬂarc due to the
very difficult unloading conditions t t-esc ﬂtolls onlv a few
veescls could be cxneceted to unlo. *d sirmultoneousl. t anvthing
annrorehin. - recgsonably rate.

6
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Znclosure (I) has “een drawn up Tor tic purpose of listing in
aetail the ground units emmlo "cd in-the entire omeration, tie
equipnent =nd supplies ther c-rricd, and the shipping reguirc-
nents of the operction up to the conelusion of the cccunation
ohase.

11. ’ Ovring to the irminencc of succeéding
anphibious oneraticns, -vhich would recuire 2ll vesseéls of the
FIPT. .rphibious Forcc, =nd the fact th-t the Coverins Forces
et ncccss‘rllv be withdram fron the forwurd arcas after about
TWe wecks, it becane esrentinl, Lﬂ snite of sone lSﬁQV“A*lFCU,
tc nove 211 the ~urriscn forces forward very closely behind the
assault o orees, instead of “*r'*alm“ then out over a somewhat
longer nericd. The Corrnnder of T.sk Torec 54 was chorced with
rcsnonsibility for these noverents, which involved about four-
flftn of thic ~arrisch forces, Tic Coﬂ:ﬁnder Service Force,
U.S, 01'10 Fleet, "e cxnrsed -rith the responsi»ility of
Jovelunt o the romain&er, nd for bullding u» ~nd mintaining
the rcruired level of cupnlics.

12. Forces destinhed for the various Hos-
itions, excent tle troops in IZ7 LIALLID, SAIC., .ILIS, 2nd the
“LLIC“ IvunrDS nlus large quantities of eguinne 1t ~nd stores,
were assenbled in 0.1U, reorsanizcd, 1@ nrenatsd for Tinal
ernbarkatiecn, 5 shert »eriod of tine became avoiladle in which
to rive the nssault troemns o srll anount of basic amnhibious
troining, both in 07 ZLLLATD and i AIT. Lhhreviated final
rehearsals of tlc assanlt echclons were held in SF.T2 ~ng HAVAIT
though scoe of the combd tnt vesscls nd - loroe mrt &7 the
carrier airernft-could rcot »orticipate, Trige rriring, and
tlicee rehenrs ls, curtniled ns they hnd to be, were invalucohle,
This bosic troining ~nd “’btle rehcﬁ”“qls are considered esscn-
tinl to ﬂuc cese ntalnst defendcd »ositions.,

13 Althousih operations for the eanture
of ctolls hove long been studied bHv the U.S, Inyv -ad irine
Corns, this dis tle Tirst oner tion in which we mive cngaged in
2toll rmrfare. There wre manv woints of diffcrencs between this
2nd 2mm»hibious ‘acnvlt “painst an enenv occunving large 1land
nrssces. The follovins fentures no be considerced ~s choracter-
istic of omphibious -ttrck :cninet atolls:

]
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Frvorable to the Attack
. (2) 8roll size of the iglete of the atoll inmeses on the

defenders thc use of sncll g-rrisons, If £7rrisons ore

split nnong the islets, they arc not rutunlly supnorting.
(b) L-cx of depth of defenses, which 1l-rgcly must be at
the cdge of the shoreline. Procticzlly the entirc peri-
neter rmust be defonded, thus convributing to loe~l wenk-

ness.

Underground installntions helow 3 to 5 fcet are

inpractic-ble: Pill-boxes, bunkcrs, trenches, gun posi-
tions, storehouses, tankage, etc., rnust 211 be above

ground,

¢) Snn

11 1ond arca does aot give defenders freedom of

naneuverrfor counter-attack.

(@) Trees -~ nd undersrowth gonerally are not heavy 2nd
defenses connoct be well hidden. Defenders hove littls
natural cover, ’

(¢) Heavy smun installations -re unusual, and cannct be
v7ell »rotected,

{f) Little notural protection ~gninst efficncy of bonbing
and sunfire. '

() Reenforcemeat is irricticable.

]

=

(n) sirfields connct he used when ~thtacker has combatm ¢
shin in vicinitwv, '
) Quick renair or ccenstruction of ~irficlds is practice

able after canturc.

Unfavorable to the Sttack.

(a) Tre
graphic inform-tio
is imnracticnble,

o~ -

ati-cker lacks accur te topogronhic and hvdro-
Yl

S
« Ground reconnaissance of defenses

(b) “Tide fringing recfs; gener~lly rouszh ~nd strewn with
nicgerhctds 2 nd boulders, . nd wide ringe of tides, pernit
benching of landing bhoats for onlv short pericds during
high tides,

(c Snall aunber of snooth sondy be~chcg free from rocks
results in 4 nage tc bHo-ts. Unlo~ding of troons, equip-
nent, and storcs is ercatly ret rded.

(a) Lack of denth for denlovrment after landing constr-ine

attocker

s to emnlov rather thin ~ttack lincs, and pernits

them smill roon for MTIIBUVEY.,
(e) Nearbr 2tolls orovide r-eilities for air sunport of
defendars.
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(f) Widc reefs ~nd n-rrow channels facilitate usc of

nines, scvéral rows of wire, and bo~t and pcrsonncl
barricades.

(g) Larger islands alnost 2lways cn windward side of
the atoll; hc vy surf on this side prevénts landings
in strength cxecept from the lagoon d4ide. Lagoon laading
beached are usually f£ar dist-nt fron entronces to the

12 goon,

(hf Landings rmust be m-de directly in the face of the
strongest defenses.

(I) Restricted nre- docs not mernit attocking troops
after landing, to outflank cneny, but‘requires them to
make direcct assaults on norrow fronts, and thus invali-
d2tes any advantage of superiority in numbers. Lack

of arc: also restricts the effective denloynment of super-
ior artillery.

(J) TLong ond narrow islands cause waste of borbs and
projectiles which fall in the water.

(k)  Snall size of islets and positions of reefs give
restricted sen areans for the mneuver of gunfire sunsort
vessels,

(1) Lack of natursl sources for fresh water.

14. Our lack of snything like adequate infor-
nxtion of the atolls - nd the cneny situntion in the GILBIRTS
vas, ~Tter considerable effort, considepably rectified through

(a) The employment of ~ircraft for toking large nunbe
of vertic-l anad oblicus- photographs of land areas,

3 e

s

beachc¢s, lagoons, recfs, channels, and defense installa-
tions.,
(b) Tre cnployment of the MNAUTILUS on a special mission

to obtain horizont:l nanoramic photogrznhs of the atolls
to observe enemy nctivitics; =nd to obtain d-ta as to
surf, tidal, wind, -<nd current conditions,

(c) The assembly of about fifteen British who had lived
in the v:rious islands, or had hecn shidnasters operatin

sm1ll stenners and schooners 2nons them,
individuals were éither nembers of the Bri

YMost of these
tish armed

forccs or of the British civil cst2blishnment.

Under

authority of the Navy Denartment, they were emnployed and
paid as experts. The information obtoined fron then
wag'invaluable, in sbite of sorc of it being inaccurate
in notters affceting nanr of the details particularly
applicnble to our operations.
15:- It soon becanc apparent that, at least a2t
TARAWA,  landing boats could not pass throush the protective -rirc
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and log barricades which had been erected to seaward on the
reefs and beaches. Experiments in breaking up such barricades
were made with LVT's (amphibian tractors). These tests turned
out very favorably. After some difficulty, fifty additional
amphibian tractors were obtained for the SECOIID Marine Division,
and fifty for the use of the 27th Army Division. Tighteen LVT
(2)'s could be loaded in one LST, which at the same time carried
one ICT on its upper deck. ZEach Attack Torce used three 1LST's
so loaded. In addition, the SZECOND Marine Division transported
75 LVT(1)'s in transports, though this involved leaving behind -
a considerable number of landing boats. The amphibian tractors,
though unarmored, proved invaluable for landing troops and
Supplies, for tearing out wire and log barricades, for dragging
drowned trucks ashore, and for towing stranded boats off reefs,
The capture of TARAWA would have been far more difficult had
these vehicles nct been employed.

15. reliminary supporting operations by covering
forces of the FIFTH Fleet involved shore-based air strikes on
enemy bases in the IMARSITALLE; carrier air strikes on FVAURU and
TARAVA on Dog minus TVC Da.; carrier air strikes on LIILLE, MAKII,
and TARAWA on Dog minus OWE DPay; Ship bombardment of TARAWA on
Dog minus ONE Day; and shore-bvased air scouting. Aircraft from
the South Pacific Force also struck NAURU, and provided scouting
by shore-based aircraft.

16. Enclosure (A) gives the detailed narravive of the
operations of Task Force 52 and of Task Force 54 units until
they joined Task Forces 52 and 53. Other enclosures give in
some detail accounts of certalin special features of the operation
which may be of interest. Enclosure (X) submits recommendations
are considered applicable to future amphibious operations.

17. Worthy of most favorable notice is the splendid
spirit of cooperation, with subordination of special interests,
which prevailed throughout the period of preparation and during
the operation, Personnel of all armed services, whether Army,
Navy, Marines, or Coast Guard, and whether serving at sea, ashore,
or in the air, gave loyal service to each other and to the
common aim. This magnificent display of national solidarity
angurs well for the futurs.

H Bsmi R. K. TURNE

H. B. STARK,
Flag Secretary.
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OFFICE OF THE CONMIANDER,

U.S.S. PEINISYLVANIA, Fla:ship,
December 4, 1943.

ENCLOSURE (A)

COML.ANDER FIFTH ANMPHIBIOUS FORCE REPORT CF GALVANIC OPERATION

NARRATIVE OF TASK FORCE FIFTY T/0

The operations of Task Force FIFTY TWO in Prenaration for,
and during the GALVANIC Operation are civided into three reriods
as foliows: .

(1) October 5 to October 30 inclusive - Plannin:

4, traininc and
loading.

(2) October 31 to November 9 inclusive - Rehearsing and
reeqguinning.

(3) November 10 to November 30 inclusive - Operating in
accordance with GALV.NIC directives.

Commander Task Force FIFTY TJO issued the foliowin: direc-
tives for operations, surzlesenting Operation plans issued by
the Comuecnder in Chief, Pacific Ocean Aree, Commander Central
Pacific Force, and Coumander Task Force FIFTY FOUR.

(1) ComFIFTHPhibFor serial 0052 of 30 Septenber 1943 - "imphibe
ious Training of Transport Division TWENTY and Troons of the
27th Infantry vivision, U. S. ..rmy."

(2) ComFIFTHPhibFer serial €@113 ef 26 Octeber - "Schedule ef
Training Zxercises for TF 52, TG 50.2, TG 54.4, period Octo-
ber 31 to November 3, 1943.%

(3) CTF 52 iAttack Order .3-43.

(4) CTF 52 Traininz Order Alk-43.

(5) CTF 52 Training Order A5-43.

(6) CTF 52 Cruisinsg Order A8-L43.

(7) CTF 52 Cruisin; Order A8A-43 (Amended).

1. October 5 to October 30, 1943,

From October 5 to October 18&th, 1943, Commhnder
Transport Division TWENTY and the Commanding Officer of the .
165th Regimental Combat Team conducted joint amphibious training
on selected beaches in the HAWAITAN Area with ships of Transport
Division TWENTY and troops of the 165th Regimental Combat Team

-1 -
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of the 27th Division, U. S. Arzy. The training was carried out
in accordance with instructions and schedules contained in
ComFIFTHEPhibForPac serial 0052 of September 30, 1943.

Trainin; was sonewhat curtailed by adverse weather condi-
tions and poor beaches. The ALCYONZ and PIIRCE, due to their
late arrival at PisRL, éid not become available for training
until October 12th and as a consegquence, conducted a somewhat
shorter trainins prozrar.. The LIEOMNARD WOOD, CALVEZRT, NEVZILLE,
end ALCYOWZ returned to PEZARL on October 18th and unloeded at
dock berths. The PITRCE conducted one additional landin; exer-
cise at i.KU. on the Northwestern coast of 0AHU, completely un-
loadin;, over the beach and returned eupty to FE:RL on October
20th. There were no fire surzort or control vessels available
for this training.

Final loadin; commenced on October 2lst and was corpleted
on October 2&th., Troops were embarked on October 30th.

Commander Task Force FIFTY TVWO held a conference of the
nrincipal commanders on Octoter 28th, ané orders Tor the attack
rehearsal, as contained in CTF 52 Trainingz Orédcers LL4~-43 and A5-43
werc discusscd in detail. At this conference, the followlng
modifications in the rchearsal nrogram were made:

(a) The N&/ ORLZE..MNS would remein in PE.RL for ur,ently

nceded repairs and woulé not participatc in the rchecarsals.

The Captain and certain officers of tho Ni'J ORLE.NS would

observce the rchearsels from the B.LTIMORE.

(v) ComDesRon 47 in HOZL, ILCDONOUGH, GRIDLIY, IZLURY, MORRIS
HUGHES, and MUSTIN would join the task force off MAUI at
0800, Hovember lst, or as soon after their arrival in the
HWAITLY Area as practicable,

(¢) Four destroyer escorts, DUFFY, "HITILI, LEZ HARDY and
W.C. MILLER were assizned to reenforce the scrcen until the
seven destroyers referred to in paragraph (b) Jjoined.

(d) Rear 4dmiral IULLINIX in the LISCCOLE BaY would sortie

with the force., The COR.LL S¥4 and CORREGIDOR would join as
soon as npracticable after arrival in the HULITIAN Area.
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(e) Task Group 54.4 (DALE, LST's 31, 79 G, and 178) would sor-
tie separately at 1600, October Blst ‘

(f) Task Group 50.2 (Redr admiral RADFORD in JELINGTON,
BELLLAU V00D and MONTEREY) would sortic at 1300, OCuObbr 3lst.

() T# 52, less the above units, would sortic from PL.RL
commcncin_ 0800, October 31st,

(h) TF 52 would return to PEALRL, commcncin_ entry at 0700,
Novembur Lth., : :

(i) I ComCruDiv SIX Gid not arrive in timc to participate
in the rchearsal, Captain B.TE3 in tho NINEAPOLIS would be
in command of tnc cruisers; Rodr wdmiral GRIFFIN would be in
comonG ol the Suhport Grou and Captain Z,.CHARIAS would be
in cormmand of Fire Supnort Unlu ONE.

(j) DU¥FY anc WHITILN werc essi. sned to Fire Suz port Unit TVO
until IAURY and GRIDLEY join. 12 HARDY and W. ¢, MILLER
were assigned to dir Surort Group until HUGHES and HOEZL join
Joined.

2 Octoboer 31lst to Novembor 9th.

_ IF 52, loss detachced units, sorticd from PEARL
conmenein, , at 0800, Octobbl .31st. 4after clearing swept cuoannel,
LISCOMLs B .Y, w1th screei, ope;qtca LHQC“QHLOntly, remaining
ma jor VcSSulS with assizned screen were forrmed in a column of
types in order Cru1°cr° Battlcships, Transports. Gunncery cxer-
cises were c¢.nducted as schudulﬂa.

At 1600, TF 52 forned cruising disposition 3L1 and procecded
durinz thc nl“ht to viecinity of huALugu BAY, PFAUI,

ut dayli_nt, November 1st, thc forcc made the first rchcar-
sallandinz with 31muldtua unflru and air sunport, in accordance
with CTF 52 Trainin: Order Lb=03, 41l troo;s wcrc landed, but
no supplics and uOUlUMLHt were scnt ashorc due to the uCSer to
prevent damage or injury which could not be revaired before the
opecration. U on coupletion of this excreisc, troops rccmbarkcd
and thc cxercissc was repecated at dayli_ht, November 2nd.
‘ LST's 31 and 78 with their cmbarked LVT's did not arrive
until Novembor 2nd becausc of delay in loading, and cnginc break-
dowm,
‘ Sh ' , e 3= ' : .
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During the night of Novecmber 2 - 3, T 52, in Cruising Dis-
position 3L1, proccesded to the vieinity of KiHOOLAYE, and at
dawn on November 3rd, made the rehearsal landing, in accordance
with CTF 52 Treining Order .5-43, cmployinz cunfirc and eir sup=-
port., ..ssault troops were embarked and proecedcd to the Linc of
Departure, but did not land becausce of the dangcr of danmaging
boats on the rocky beaches.

On completion of this exercise, troops recmbarked and TF 52
orocecded to PEARL HARBOR commencing entry at 0700, November 3rd.

The GRIDLEY and the MORRIS did not zearticivate in the exor-
ciscs bocause of engincering casualties. The COR.LL SEL Joined
on Novomber lst and the CORRIGIDOR on November 2nd.

On entcering PEARL troons Gebarked and returacd to bese camp.
All ships re-provisioncd and refuelcd in preparation. for final
depar ture from PIsRL on llovanbcer 9th. :

CTF 52 held a conferencc of the princival comuenders and
compending officors cof largzc ships, on November 5th. Operations
during the rehcarsel neriod were discusscd in detail and the
following imnortant decisions were nade:

(a) The first 2ir strike on the objcective would boe delayed
until 0610 to permit nilots to morc readily distinguish
their targets. :
(b) The numboer of plancs in the initial strike would be
incrcascd.

(c) The strenzth of the Combat .ir Patrol durins the forc-
noon would be incrcascd.

(a) arrivel at the objective would be dclayed onc hour and
the cscorting fighters for the initial air striks would be
decrcasced as nucessary to cffeet this.

{¢) The Ship's Gunfire Support Plan was revicwced in detail

nd subscquontly re-issucd as @ result of dccisions made,

(f) CIF 52 amocndcd and re-issued his Cruisinz Order A8-43 as
Cruisin: Ordcr .8:.-43 (imcnded).

-l -
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CndiTovember 5th, the Commander in Chief, U, 5. Pacific Fleet,
directed that Dog Day for GALVATIC be delayed one day from
Yovember 19th to November 20th. est Longitude date, and as a
conseruence, the final date of departure of TF 52 was nostponed
until I'ovember 10th, - .

On Movember 7th, Commander Central Pacific Forces issued his
Cperation Plan CIN 5-43 as an alternate plan for GALVAMIC. This
plan mould be placed in effect only if directed bv Commander in
Chief, Pacific Ccean Area. This alternate-nlan covered the eontin-
gencv of non-availabilitv of all carriers, and capture of TARAA
and IZ\KIY in succession.

NCTZ: In the following narrative, all dates are west longi-
tude; all times are local, vnless otherwise indicated.: Yo men-
tion is made of routine Flicht operations, zig-zagsging, routine
drills, exercises, targcet practice firinns, reformin~ of force
dismwositions on comnletion of such exercises, or small surface =znd
aircraft radar contacts "‘hich were subsecnentlr identified as
frig~dlw,

3. ~ovenver 10 to ovemder 30, 1943

Tovember 10

€700 TF 52, plus [T.38437, B.RIES,  IDI SLP0T IS, COTTEN, COVELL,
SU..7IC0 and SOITTHILL cormenced sortie from PEARL by types.,

tper, Chn clearins the svwedt chennel, task Borce exercised by
tnmes, conductins secondarv batterv, anti-aircraft fir-
ings, and flight omerations.

1630 Forned Cruisinc Disnosition 3L1 on fleet course and axis
R09° (T), fleet sneed 13.5 knots TIRCUTD LTI via Route
BZRRY, .

1700 Set clocks bock one-half hour t0 zone plus 10 time,
Commander Central Pacific Force directed CTF 57 to conduct

aerial reconnaissance of AP."AI: on Doz minus OHZ Dav to

determine presence or ahbsence of eneny Lroons and extent of

enenv instalations.: CTT 5% Was 3{Pe6tsd  £6 1epoDt resilts 6

Commander Submarines, U. <. Pacific Fleet, for realy bv radio

to {dAUTILUS 4nd all Task TForce Commanders, ~.LVAI'IC, CTT 52 re-

rorted that on Novenber 10th, % close serial reconnaissance of
T, LT ] 3 h ]
TARAIT disclosed no landing strip, as pre-
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NARRATIVE OF TASK FQRCE FIFTY TWO

viously reported. No anti-aircraft fire was . reccived, but:
therec was somec evidence of the pruscnce of small cnemy de-
tachments. There was no evidence frem the air of any
cneny forcc on APEMAMA,

N November 11

Sct clocks back one hour to zonc pPlus 11 tine,

Changed flcot course and direction of flect axis to 204°(T).
Conducted force and type tactics including simulated airp
attacks during forcnoon and aftornoon.

411 ships turned on VF lights for 15 scconds, for arill.
Commender South Pacific Forecc dirccted Commander Aircraft,
South Pacific, to plac. air scarch plan CAST in effect on
Dog minus FOUR Day, to be continucé until otherwisc dircec-
ted by Comcoenpac,

PADDLE dopartcd from XKWAT.LEIN patrol arca to take
station for GALVANIC. NMUTILUS will depart from JOHNSTON
ISL.1D tonight procceding to station for G.LVANIC.

LST's 20 , 69, 2nd 169 of TG 54,7, arrived FUN'.-
FUTI from TUTUILA.

November 12

Changud flust coursc and direction of the flcet axis to
2150 (T) and changed flect spced to 14 knots.

SCHUYKILL rcportcd that at present flcot spced of 14 knots,
she was making maxinun turns possiblc. Flcet spced was
thercfore slowed to 13.7 knots. Conductcd forco toetics
and deployment. during forenoon and type tactics during
aftecrnoon. Mancuvercd disposition for training by emcrgcen-
cy TBS signals after dark.

C.LVERT reported that she wes Unable to makce 13.7 knots
due to blower trouble.

Changed floet spccd to 13 knots.
CALVIRT completed repairs to blower and at 2217 flcct

spced was changed to 13,5

-6 -
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Novembecr 13

Repeatced exerciscs held on Noverber 12th.,

TF 54.L4 arrived CANTON at 132200 GCT and will depart for
Point EASY at 150600 GCT, enroutc to M.KIN,

November 1k

Repecated exerciscs held on Heveomber 13
CHLRLES R. GREER reported for duty in TG 54.10,
CTF 57 reported .iirCcnFac scvarchcs for the lhth ncgative,

Noveriber 15

Chanzcd fleet course and axis to 2220 (7).

Conductcd forcce and type cxXerciscs during forenoon and
afte noon,

Jwo COR.L SZ. Avenger pilots reportced sighting the wake

(about)of a recently submcrged submarine in approximatc position

1609

050 15" N,, 1670 58! W, HOIL was scat to search the area
and rcported ncgotive results after onc hour's scarch,

In preparation for fucling on coursc 090° (T) on 16th,
changced fleet axis to 2700 (T) and formed Cruising Dispo-
sition 3F1, which is samc as 311 with following changes in
station assignmoent:

ID.HO - 3265
PEINSYLVINIL., -~ 3290
SCHUYLXILL - 3000
SULMICO - 2,5180

11 DD*s on Circlc 7
CTF 57 rcprortcd .sirecenpac searches for the 15th negative.

To clarify an amiguity in commend, CTF 52 madc the follow-
ing changes to iLnncx (F) of Attack Order A3-43:

(1) Rear idmiral TURNER was dcsignated at CTG 52,11,
-7 -
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(2) Roor iAdmiral CGRIFFIN was designatcd CTG 52.13.

(3) TG 52.11, less TG 52.1, was redcsigneted TG 52,12,
composcd of TU 52.2.1, TU 52.2,3 and NEV ORLTANS,
under cormand of Rear Admiral GIFFIN.

CIF 52 rcccived CTG 52,3 Opcration Order 1-43 and dircctod
CTG 52.3 to moGify it as follows:

Makc scarch on 9th and 10th days in the semi-cirelc ahced
i.e., to the northward instccd of the southward. Mekc an

afternoon segrch instcad of & morning scarch on 9th day.

Zech carriocr have e threc pleone hunter-killer group arncd

with depth chorges ready on deck.
CTF 52 dircected CTG 52.2 to have ono planc of the rear
anti-subnorine patrol on thc 16th, f£ind FEITRY ~nd inform
her by visual signal of thc locotion of the forco.

TG)SA.5 dacportced FUNLFUTI for GLLVLNIC at 1800 (zone¢ plus
12).

TG 54.8 and 54.9 deperted FRARL for GALV.NIC.

Noveimber 16

Changoed flcet coursc to 1700 (T).
Chonged flooct coursc to 1200 (T).
Chenged fleot specd to 8 knots in prepara tion for fueling.,

Corzicnecd fucling in accordaonce » ith CTG 52.2 Fucling Plan

w7-L3.

Changod fucling course to 0900 (T) nnd fucling spced to 9
knots on recoimcndation of SU.LLICO.

TLIRY joined disposition.

#ll shi.s cxcopt COR.L SZi compnloted fucling., TF 52, lcss
COR.L SE4A 2nd IORRIS, formcd Cruising Disposition 311 on
fleot coursce and axis 2700 (T) =t flcot specd 11.5 knots.
CORaL SZi ond MORRIS werc dirceted to rcjoin CTF 52 during
daylight Novomber 17th and SUA1:ICO, SCHUYLKILL and ILERY
to procced as previously dircetcd by CTF 16, on completion
of fucling CORaL SEa, ' '

-8 -
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Changed flcet speocd to 10.5 knots,

CTF 52 dirccted CTG 52.3 to iastruect all nilots to watch
for and report location of any LST task groups moving to
objcetives in accordance with CTF 52 BOVCmbnt Orde: Al-L43.

CTF 57 reportcd t.et rcceat photos of T.RATA showed dusl
purpose 5% guns at grid p081t10n MH 1212, Thesc guns
h;vc not been huﬁthnud in previous rcports,

TG 54.6 znd 54.7 departcd FUNAFUTI for GALV.NIC.

CTF 52 directocd all ships to roducc visucl signnliling to
¢ minimam and to cover 11 his and planc cockwit covers to
prevent roeflcection of sunll ht and conscquoent daaovr of -
sighting from thc zir.

CTF rc ported wircenpae scarchos for the 16th ncgative,
TG 52.2 mainteincd a five plone snti-submarine satrol
with threo plancs in the forward scmi-cirelc and two
plancs in the after scni-circle during fuclinz opcrations.
Cincopac reportcd that bluc plancs had intcrecpted radar
transiiissions and possible navizstional beacons frorm both
thKIlI L»nd T.a. '.L«'J.u..

CTF 57 . peportcad thb Jrobu070 prescncce of an cneny subnar
ine nortawest of ! “O““L on the nizht of Novauber 15th.

Novoemiber 17th

CORuL S¥. and MORRIS rcjoincd dispesition.

ith TF 52 thkd of schedulc, CTF 52 dcecidcd to change cou
coursc to the southwest to cvoid cnaay probeble oir search
scetors o 1c toc increcasc¢ spceed acoﬁrdlnbly. Changed fleet
course to 2100 (T) cnd incr.ascd fleot specd to 13.5
knots.

Chenged floct coursc to 2700 (T).

Chenged flest coursc and axis to 2860 (T) to head for
Point FOX.
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Set cloecks beck onc¢ hour to zone plus 12 tinc,

During daylight, Cardiv 24 reintaincéd a four-plane combat
air patrol over the disposition and TG 52.2 meinteincd s
three-plane anti-submarine patrol in the forwerd scri-—
cireclec.

CTF 52 dirccted PHELPS and :L.CDONOUGH to transfer ECM
and associatcd publications to LEONARD WOOD in the trans-
port arce prior to entering thc lagoof, and directca
transfor of sem¢ cguipment from cny other ships cntering
the lagoon.

CTF 52 dirccted ships to have boiler power availablc for
maximun specd as follows:

Battleships 16 knots
Cruiscrs 25 knots
Destroyers 25 knots

Boilers for maxinum specd to be available as follows:

Battleships On three hours' notice
Cruiscrs On two hours' noticc
Destroyoers On onc hour notice

CTF 57 rcportcd thet own bombers over TARAWSA obscrved
no ovnouy plancs, vesscls, or signs of lifc from 2500 feet,
with week /i fire frow the cast cnd of BITITU ISLAND.

CTF 57 reportcd Aircenpac scarches for the 17th negative
exccpt scetor scarched by plone 18V241 which is reported
nissing. )

TG 53 was in sight during daylight in a position 2beout
18 milcs to the southwestward.

Novarber 18

Chengod flect course and axis to 325° (T),

U.S.85, HEERIMANN dclivered nail from CTF 53 to CTF 54 in
PENNSYLVANIA, and Comcenpac in INDILNAPOLIS.

- 10 -
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COMlnNDIER FIFTH LMTHIBICUS FORCE RFPORT OF GALVAITIC OPZRATION
NRR.IIVE OF TASK FORCE FIZTY TS0
0936 Coricenpac, in INDILILLPC CLIS, with BILRITAS, ILISSAU, COTTEN,
COWELL and HEERILWN left thc Cisposition to jein TF 53.

1050 Changced flsct course and axis t

1436  Chiged floet speod to 12,5 kaots,

1500

occesionul letter ¥YS, ond

wiith 1uﬁnt11"1n lptturs Bl wna
bcacoas, id cntltv uninown, o U,

to have the charncteristics notod.

m‘-r

buring daylight, Cerdiv 24 raintoinod -
NG
arch in the aorthoern QVNL-clrclu,
gaintaiabd & thrce-plans anti-subucring

2lr patrel over the disposition
Y75-niilc sc
52.2

the forward scmi-cirelc,

Flom rad¢io roports, CTT 52 cstlu;
at contacted cac of oul scarch 3

12 tirc in cosition 00 - 05 8,

CIF 87 reported aircenpac ssarches

IF 53 wos in sizht durinz d~ylizht

fifteon ilos to the shuth-soutuu
1253 CTF 53 rcported thct ong
huntor-killicr Ubrﬁtl s 2zai
contact in 1lctitadc 030 QO' S

L -
S RVEON

diads Y

S

3150 (T).

Heard strong radio carricr wave on 30.5 Ies. IM vwith
siwiler signeals

o 33,8 lles,
enperently aireraft
couiptcnt is known

four-planc combat
the «fternoon mode
aud TG
patrol in

iz

t}_ \..t-rl :.J.l v-—lv-ﬂ—t},’ .Dl
5 2t 1555 zonc vlus

80 500 7.

for the 18 th negative,

siticn about

Lustroyhx Was GOﬂ(UCtl“a
Tositive subni '
., longitudc 1750

rinc
391 &

CTF 57 circctel wirccannc aittocik planvs tc concentrate on
zun positions, armpunition dumps and si il,lnv curing MAKIN
an¢ TuaRaWL strikes on the 19th and to L veid hltt‘ﬂ” the
alrficlé, buildings a2nd native vills 0B,

HEW MEXICO rcportod hotring o very strenz radic corricr

reve on 61 les.
CTG 54.4 reworteld that TG 54.4 wos

MAVIS which vies ¢1ahl¢v driven off
000 -~ 20' N,, 176° ° 20" &,

- 11 -
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0934

1045
1111
1114

1322

1325

1327

1419
1427

1525
1534

NaRRLTIVE OF T..SK FORC"‘ FIATY T°70

CTF 52 cancelled Cardiv 24 aftsrnoon scarch for the 19th
becauss of the distaancce lost by the corricrs during 1Lunch
ing and rccovery.

Nowcmber 19

COLOR:2DO reportced onc BOGIE bearing 2700 (T) distsncc 65
iwliles from TF 53, Combat air patrol was vectorsd cut and
et 0552 in pcesition 00 34t N., 176C - 07' E., shot down
onc MaVIS.

Changed flcet @oursc and axis to 3000 (T).
Chen,cC fleet course to 306° (T).

Combat cir patrol roported sighting o submarine bearing
2300 (T) distoncce 22 wuilos fror1 the PENHSYLVANIA. Two
TF 53 destroycrs wore dircected to conduct scarch, No
further ruports on this contact verc rcccived,

CTF 53 rcportcd twe lorgoe BOGIZES veoring NW distancc 135
end 116 wmilus from TF 53

CTF 52 dircetoed cll ecarricrs of TF 52 to screnmble fizhters
ané TF 52, to forw Cruising Disposition 312 and preparc

toc ropel 2ir ottack, BOGISS orbittces o the northwest

at distances in cxccss of 100 milcs,

CTG 52.3 roperted results of worninz scarcacs to 125
wilcs negmgivco.

BOGIZES were ideatificd os fricnul L belicved to be own.
Carrier »lares oyer MaIIT & 0L

Forrcd Cruising Disy osition BLl CTG 5L.4 rovrorted one
SBETTY"™ troiling that task srcup. Coubot air patrol was
veetorcd out and inade contaect with the group but were
unablc to locate the sncoper.

BOGIZ roported beering 180C (T), distance 55 milos,
above ropeort wos amnplificd to reoport many BOGIES. Formod

Cruising Dispositicn 3L2 and Drcg, ra¢d to ronmel air attack,
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1545
1647
1702
1710
1910
1930
1940

1938
1950
2005

2017

. 2028

2100

2238
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Own fightcers made interception and rcported BOGIZES to
bc cight to twelve B-24's.

Forncd Cruising Disposition 3L1.

Changcd floct srecd to 12 knots.

Chonzed fleet course to 3000 (T).

Chengcd Fleot coursc ond axis to 000° (T). _
CTG 54.4 roported five "BETTIZSY in tho vicinity.
CTG 54.4 reported tosk group undcr air aottack.

CTG 54.4 roported onc "ZIKEY shot Gown and othcr plancs
driven of £ by gunfirc,

Changed flect coursc to 3100 (T) by turn novcmcnts,
Chenged floot spood to 11.5 kaots.

Made surfoce radar contoet bearing 0160 (T), distonce 28
rilcs, which was tracked and ruported to be on coursec
2780 (T), speed 27 knots at 201L.

CTF 52 directed cruiscrs and Gestroyers to roisc steon for
full powcr c~nd cirected CTG 52.2 to forn an attack group
composcd of NMINIEAPOLIS, NEW ORLELNS, B.LTIMORE, PHILPS,
GRIDLuY, BLURY and FRANKS.

Unidentificd forcc was reported to bo coriposcd of five
large and five small ships on coursc 2780 (T), spced 17
knots.

Unidentificd force bearing 3560 (T), distonce 24 niles,
wes ldentificd os TG 50.2. attock Group wes ordcrcd to
recjoin disposition and cruiscrs and destroyers werc order-
¢d to rosunie provious boilor condition.

Obtained rodar boaring of land bearing 246° (T), distance
22.5 miles. Land wos subscquently identificd as MARAXT
ISL.ID and was passcd abeanm to port, distonce 14 milcs at
2330.

- 13 =~



ij C .:\.)U JJ.\.L.\ (_\;. )_
OUS I'0iCE RoPORT OF CGALVLIIC OPCRaATICN

0430

0601

00 TaS.C FOkcs FIMT TVO
Com Gen, 27th Division re equestced permission to land one
Ln*adtrv comoany and one shorc fire control party on thc
nerty tip of BULLEITART Is1alD on the aftcornoon of DOG .
Day and to land the bhlance of the battalion and one
shore fire control party on tie south end of KUl. ISL.ID
on the moraing of Dog plus CHE Day and roo ucsted one
destroyer ior sunfire support., This oncratica wag not so
scheduled in existing plans.
On tae reconmende tlon of the Cormanding buuural FITTH
lalbborps CTF 52 disapproved the pronosc: *aﬂdlﬂé urtil

sucii tlie as the capturc of BUT.IIT.RT ToL 1D wes assured
according to plan, and inforimcd VYomGern, 27th Division
that after tic capture of BUTARITARI I..o«"D, CTF 52 would
providge fire SJntort to-suore onerations on reguest,
CIF 52 directcd HEVIICE to huSC per.ancnt transicr of all
Cless 3 publications and ECL: - LEOCIL. KD 00D carly on Dog
Day., Dircctcd RIVELIGE 10 fuol. load lube oil, stores, and
porvisions to cupecitv frowm U.5.8. ALCVCLE uRQ on departurc
of CTY 52 frowm LMMIT, to report to ComliavBuse, IIAKTN, for
duty under CTF 57.
CTF 57 reportcd sirCecnPac Scarches for the 19th Iicga t’vc.
CiF 52 edviscd CTCG 52.1 that, unlcss otherwise advis
to thc contrary bJ CTG 52.1, CTr 52 ould makec How Hour at
1ATT 0830, end “iilien “our aJout llOO botii zoic plus
twelve, CTG 524 l was dircceted to advisc CT¥ 52 of his
prcsci best cstimatc s to the time of “'illiam four,

57 reported results of APTILiL. roconnaissance nepative.,

CTG 52.1 TC"OTtOd that the best cstiaate of Villian ilour
is 1100, but advisced that 3lliam Your be sct at 1030 due
to tidal conditious.

BCHUYL.T WL and ZIZRY arrived FULLIUTI et 192300 GCT.,

.

_OVEL._s2 20

Directcd TT 52 to dc )loy in accordancc with Farcc Approac.
plan. sanncx (1) to CTY 52 sttack Ord.r a3-L3.

Transports cntcrcd Transport Arca and comucnced lowori irg
boats asg Tolloi s;

LiE0:4aD 700D 0603

CALVIRT 0605

HEVILLE 0605

ALCYO T 0605

PILRCH 0607

14~
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0610 Signalled HOW Hour at ILKIN as 0830 zonc plus twelve and
WILLIAM Hour ot MAXKIN teontatively as 1030 zonc Plus twelve

0615 Own aircraft c¢ormenecd first strikec on ILKIN ond conplo-
ted strike at 0635,

0625  FPENISYLV NI, spoiting Plonc roported no bruakers on RED
Boachos with swells belicved 1o be not over thrce feet in
hcighba

0640 Gunf irc Supvort shins cxmu.cneed schcduled firces on order
of CTF 52, ’

0700  MLAKIN LST Group No. ONE cntorod Tronsport Sroa.

0751 MISSISSIPPI rouported sericus firc in N, TWO turrct,
continuing schoeduled fircs with obhur turrcts without.
intcrruption; nc other cotails ziven.

NEVILLE reportel troops landcd on INTRLNCE ISLaMD with /
no opposition,

0802 IST's 31 2nd 78 completed debarkation of LVT*s,

0810  NIVILLE rcportud INTR.NCE ISL.ND reducced without
opposition; MIVILLE proccedcd to Trams port .rea Neo, TWO0.

PHILPS, 1#.CDONCUGH arrived on station markinzg Linc of
Departurc.,

0825 Ceascd schocduled fircs; ovm aircraft cormicneed strafing
Becoehos RED end RID TO anc coxpletet attack at 0830,

0833 Pirst wave landcd on Beaches RID ~né RID TWO.

0850 Gunfirce Support ships corichecd firinz schccduled fircs,

0200 Confirried WILLIAM Hour =t M.KXIN as 1030, zonc plus
twelve tinc, :

0912 CTG 52.1 reportea hydrozrephic conditions were bad ot
both RED Beachcs,

- 15 -
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0621 On roceiving royort thot thacre were no onoiyy forces on
LNTRGIICE ISLAdiD, CUF 52, on the roeomnendaticn of ConGon,
FIFTHP- {pCo»ne -, ¢ircetcd the witharawal of troops fron
thot island,

0930 Comuicnecd sehcduled fircs for YJSLLOW Beach Lendin:

¥

0%38 REVENGE, followed by PILLPS and IL.CDOJOUGH, cnteoroed MAKIN
Legoon and cowoenced sweep Ne. ONE.

0954 LET 179 catoercd iLXKIN ILogoon . dlscharge LVT's cnd ICT.

1001 Reported to ConPIFTHRlocet that +

brocps lendoed _on RTD Beeach,
ILKIN, ©b 0630 cseinst no opposit

tion.,

1025 Ciasod sencduled fircs for YOILLOW Beach londcinz. Own
plancs strafed YILLOYW Buaches,

1020 Completed scheduled fires for cnding. ComGen,
27th oJivision reportod follmwing infornction o2btaincd fram
veundoed scoman in first wave of LVT's ~nd btankk lighbters on
Beaeh REED TWO: Troops recoived fire froo whot wos bolicved
to be two 3" suns with raachino sunfir. also cncountoered so
scveral hunarcd yords off the barch; nurapots appear to be
falsc ns no firc was recclved from thongy caneny fire cane
frowu trecs; surf wos very light,

1041 7
T
b

irst wave landed on Boneh YELLOW TWO against :achince sun
ire from tho beach and creoss fire from two hulks anchorcd
ctwoen YaLLOW and YALLOW 170 Beochoes.

Dirceted =zloics and DEIWEY to silence zunfire from tho
hulks.

1050 Commandcer Landing Foreco, MaKIM, rcporbid thot notives

stated there were about 450 encry trooms, LEO laborcrs

~ and two tanks on HORSLE ISLAND and that w.ost of the strenc+.

was concentratod betweon the tonk trapns. Trozps are not

in contact with the cucay ot yreseat timc. Forwerd ccho-

lon of the 27th Divisicn reported first three woves landcd

on YZILLOW Beach oppescé by heavy wncchince zun firc. ‘
succseding waves Gid aot land duc to machine gun eross i
firc, boats lyiag to out of machlne zun range. |

- 16 -
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1119 Orcdercd CTD 20 to send LST's 31 ~nd 78\insiau LLKIN Lagoon
to lounch ICT's,

1122 Ovm plcncs corzicnccd borbing znd strafing two hulks ncar
YSLLOW Buachcs.

1143  RVENGE roportud sweep No. ONE coi.plcted 2nd procccding
with swcep No. TUWO.

1159 Roportod to ComFIFTHFlcot thot leotoer inforiction indiccted
2 first wove, "Bonch RED, wos opposcé by small rorter and

mmehine sun firc; thot opposition consoed ofter trcops
landcd ~nd t at troops hod ndvanccd to wosterm tonk trop
by 1100. ..1so roportet tant trosps landed on Beach YERLLOW
&t 1043 cza inst hoenvy wmchine zun firo which wos socn
reduced by ediuwn tonks and that notives rcport 900 Japs
on the islond.

#lso reported zround progress faveroble ~nd that LIIS3ISS-
IPPT hod 2 bad firc in Turrct No. T70, with no details
available at proescnt.

iy
~

1204 ComGen, 27th Livision, reportcd cnory hod been nushed back
to cast tank borricr., (This was on crroncous rceport)

1219 DEWEY, insidc lagood, comiicnccd Ffiring on two hulks ncar
YELLOW Boenchoes.,

1225 IIISSISSIFPT roported cac officer 39 iacn Gead, 3 ricn crit-
icelly injurcd, 6 scricusly injurcd os a rcsult of firc
in No. TWO turret. Zrclimincry investisation indicetcd
that right ond left guns werc loadcd and powder charaze
in centor 2un igaited while loading, but resulting fire
did not sproad to powder in the hoist. Mogazines and
handling roons werc flooded.

1234 Dirceted TU 52.2.2y loss NEW ORLZ. IS, tc join TG 52.3 and
Tormed TG 52.13 in accordancc with inacx (F) to CTF 52
ariphibious .ttack Order A3-43. Directed combatant vesscls
of TU 52.1.1 (less MINNEAPOLIS, DEWEY, HULL and PHELPS,
who were directed to continue call fires) to form Sercun-
ing Disposition XRLY.

1245 Troops commonced lending again on Besch YTLLOW TWO.
1257 DEWEY ccased firing on hulk and stood cut of MiKIN Lagoon.

-~ 17 -
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1317 ComGen, 27th Division, -reportct L1 prisconcrs taken at
Beach YELIOW, :

J

1324 ComGen, 27th Division, reportcd FLINY POIT cnd UKILNGONG
POINT cccupicd by own troons.

1325 CTD 20 rcported beats able te 1o7F ~t Boo
maxinwa of five at any onc tine, ond thet he was act in
comimnication with Beach YELLOY TVO.

1350 Dirccted LST's 31, 78, 179 to assist in unlending troans-
rorts as directed by CTG 52.1.

1358  Cormenced unloading su»vlius on Borceh YZLLOY Tv'0,.

1430 CaiGen, 27th Divisiocn, requosted poroission to enploy onc
battalicn luss one conpony, t~ contiauc otbeek by shore
to-shore overcnt ogainst TUMLL ISLLND uorly on Dog plus
ONZ Doy,

1500 ComGen, 27th Division, re¢pertcd tlot ~ir roosorts indicotead
Junction of RID and YRLIOW ferecs, but thot this hed not
been confirrsd by ground forcoes,

1512 CTF 52.1 rcported percentoze rrozress of unleoding as
ollows: '
LZOILRD WOOD =~ 31% C.LVERT -  16%
NEVILIE - 23 PIZRCE - 13
LLCYORE - 11%

1530 CoriGen, 27th Divisicn, reportcd YELLOUT " Booch priscancrs
identificd enemy troods on MAKIN es 2210t of THIRD Naval
Unit, APO YOKOSUXA Noval Basc.

1531 CTG 52.1 rcyorted casucltics as: 3 <cad 2nd 13 wounded,

1645 REVINGE seportcd all Swceps corploted, no nincs swont;
will buoy Swecep TVWO tonorrow whon lizht conditions arc

favorable,
1700 On receiving roport thot unlocading on RED Beachos was ir-

practicablce Curing darknoss, duc te tidel conditions, and
that unlonding on YZILLO Boaches was inpracticable duc to

- 18 -
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continuing opposition to send IST's and ICT's inside the
lagoon for the night, and machine gun fire ashore, CTF 52
decided to retire with the transports to the southeastward
roturning at daylizht.

ComGen, 27th Division, reportcd thet ground foreccs report-
¢G juncticn of RED and YZLLOW forccs.

ComGen, 27th Division, rcportcd thet netives stated thet
four U. S. pilots downed coast of KUM. ISLAND were takcn
from BUTARITARI to MiRSH.LLLS four days ago.

Formed Cruising Disposition 3L4 for night retirement to
southecastward,

Reportod to ComFIFTHFlect thet prozress at 1AKIN wes sate
isfactory; that RED and YELLOW forccs had ncde juncture;
that e¢bout onc half of BUTARITARI ISLIND was in our hands
with somc resistance still continuing to cast; and tha
transports averagcd 25% unloadcd,

NAUTILUS rcported being attacked by ‘gunfire¢ without chal-
lcnge while four milcs west of MATANA ISLAND while cnroute

CTF 57 rcported Aircenpac scarches for the 19th negative;
3V destroycd cne "BETTY" ncar MAXIN at 1615 zone plus
twelve tinc,

ComGen, 27th Division, roportcd that captured docunent
indicatcs thot a snmall detashment of 250 SACOND Naval Air
Unit was stationed on BUTARITARI ISL-ID as of 1 May 1943.

CTG 52.3 reportcd that =ll Dog Day scheduled opcrations

and support uissions werc completed. Losscs were reporteé
as one avenger, operational, and onc Avenger missing fron
boribing mission; no enmy air or surfacc craft werc sightcd.

November 21

Surfacc BOGIE reported bearing 270° (T), distance 17,000
yards,

Exccutcd EMERGINCY TURN NINE to coursc 0009 (T), and in-
creased spooed to 15 knots. Ordercd ConDesRon ONE, in

- 19 -
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PHELPS, to invosti
TG 54. 6 but no IF
prccautlons)

gatc surfacc “BOGIZ. ({Thouzht to be
F¥ cnd no responsc to TBS rcquircd teking

OLL5 Executod EMNERGEINY TURN SIK to course 0600 (T), range to
BOGIZ caumenced opening.

0447  ComDesRon ONZ roportod BOGIE was TG 5L.54 (6 1LST's and 1

0632 Foricd Sercening Disposition ARLY, MIVILLI procceding to
Tronsport arca T '0 2 othor truqsports to Transrwort Lrca
ONE for unleoading.

Ordcrod RIVENGE to lead LST's of TG 54.6 into MUKIN La goon
and orcercéd ILST's to onchor in the swept arce within visusl
signclling Gistance of Beach YILLOT T0 and to unload when
and wherc dircetoed by the Beachmastor., ~8gizned CLLDVTELL
to TG 52.11 scrcon.,

0655 CTG 54.6 ond CLLDYELL rodortod for duty.

0715 HEVILLE reported ceontinucd resigstonce in tho vicinity of
Beach YELLCW TWO with cross firc fror the hulks acar
Beoch YELLOW. Orderod suzport aircreft to bomb ond strafc
the mulks..

0715 LHISSISSIFRPI reported two oadéiticnel dcaths from turrct
Tirc toking a btotel of one offiecr and forty~onc nenj
four cascs arc still criticel.

0815 Plancs and shore zuns cponcd Fire on hulks ncar Boeach
YELLOW,
70 deerens P oemtB L

¥ oar 3
ts comLcne & londing suiblies.

C.A

-

0821 Zncuy rosistence 2t Boach YALIOW
to pori:it lendings; boa

0834 In order to speed up unlonding which was seiny very slowly
duc to bad beach conditions at RID Beonches, orderct
ALCYONZE to,novs into IL.KIN Iegoon and anchor; ordcred
LEOWL.RD 'OOD aind CLLVZRT to move to Tronsport Aroeo TWO
and to unlcod ot Beoch YELLOW TIO; racrvu PIZRCE to
remein in Traansport .roa ONI ond tv vnlond ot Beoch Red
TWO, 21l vosscls to wove in closc and anchor ot (iscrcetion
with o short scope of chain,
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0900 Ordered CorDesRon ONE to hove six Gestroycrs shift oil
tonight in preparation for fueling from transports on
22nd,

0900 CouGen, FIFTHPhibCorps and party left PENISYLVANIA for
ingpoction trip ashorc,

0922 CTD 20 1cported casueltics cs of 0830 as fcllows:

Bea - 21
simbulatory - 14
Dead - 6

TOT.AL L1

0924 Dirceted CTG 54,6 to commence launching pontoon sections,
and with personnel and boats avoilablc to him to assist
Beachiiostur in getting the. into position.

1100 ConGen, FIFTHPhibCorps reported situation ashorc as follows

Eneuwy lossus very heavy, own light. DMNoralc high. Consid-
ercd situation in hrnd. .ttack to costward now progressing
castward of tank barmricrs. Zneuy pocket south of hulks
clearcd out. Unloading over reefs is being carried out
by sleds and bulldozers ncar ON CHONG's Wherf. Unlocding
at Beach RID slow_dgg_todpoqgostion. out of 36 LVT's on
Beach RiD, 32 are ih cdmmission. o rcport on IVT situat-
ion at Beach YILLO ™ T0, ’
1134  ComDesRon ONZ reported channel insidc lagoom well buoyed,

1141  CTF 52 rcported to CTG 50.1, 50.2, 52.3 that many planes
- elosed IF 52 on the 20th showing no IFF or improper eode
and requested 21l pilots be instructed accordingly.

1148 Orcered BZILLE GROVE to Procced into ILKIN Lagoon and
anchor in position to assist in salveging and ropairing
damaged boats,

1200 CTD 20 reportcd unloading progress as follows:

LEONARD %0OD - LL% PIERCE = 24%
CiALVERT - 26% ALCYONE - 3L%
NEVILLE - L2%
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1245 48 & rosult of contacts with TG 52,13 night of -20th, CTF
52 Girceted TF 52, when rcotiring for the night, to reuain
ast of 172o LO! E., Task Group 52.11 rCHulanq north of
20 L5' ,, and Task Group 5 .13 botween 020 45' N., anl
020 15" N. CTF roquusted CTG 50.2 to operate his grcup -
west of 1720 L0' =,

1251  Informcc CTG 50,2 that onc planc, belicved to be "86 BLUIM
at 1050/21 bembed ¢ targot other than the one assigaed whon
threc others in the saie flizt hit corrcet toarget. Unver-
ificd reoport indicates 15 cosucltics aong own troops resul-
ted., Roquestel corrcetive nction be takon. (CMSUQ*tluS
later were Tound to be 5).

1500  Direccted Support asireraft Comacnder, 1.KIN, to take over
control of Suﬁport asircraft.

1500 Duc to unsat*sfncuory ccp;'nic*tioqs ulre tcd Sunport
alks over control
of Support Alrcruit.

1600 Duc to tidal conditions 2t Baeeh RED TYO and congestod
bcoch conditions ot ‘Bsaeh YILLOW TWO C”ﬁ 52 deeideld to
withdraw to the s~uthceostward &urlna tﬂb nizht leaving the
ALCYCNE, BILLZ GROVE, 1IST's cud LCT's inside the logoon to
unlo=ad as practicable during tho niszht with RTVENGE and
CL.LUWELL patrclling the laz-on cntrenccs 2nd Transmort .roea
Ho. TWO,

J(

1610 CTG 52.1 ruported ecasunltics as of 1200/21 as followss:

"»’_’,"JQC_". . - 5 2
aubulatory - 38
Dp?’ a - -.-li.

TOTSL Sl

1615 As a result of continucd rerorts of congoested booeh condi-
ticns, CTF 52 dirccted ComGon, 27th DiﬁLSiOﬂ, to assizn )
acdltional »persoancl to unloading bonts ond cloaring beaches.
He was furthor dirceted to use buse zorsoancl in LST's, if
requircd ead to work shifts Curing tho aisht to accomplish
th.USG t S~U—o
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CTG 52.1 reported percentage prozrcss of unlcading at
1630/21 as follows:

LEON..RD WOOD - 75% PIERCE - 49%
CALVERT - L,6% ALCYONE - 67% (beclioved
NEZVILLE ~ 52% crrory

ConGen FIFTHPhibCorps and rerty returned aboard
PEONSYLVLNT. and wede ..n ariplifying recport of ground
situation at 1MKIN,

CTG 52.1 "perorted percoentage progress of unloading at
1730/21 as follows:

LEON.RD /00D - 80% PIZRCE - 5L%
C.LVERT - 50% JLCYONE - 62%
NEVILLZE - 53%

Directed ComGen, 27th Division, to take stcps at .oncc
to improve landing faciliticvs at plicrs and beaches, and
to usc pontoon sections for construction of additicnal
picrs as practicable,

ConDesRon ONE reported NLO #15 had roequested PHILPS to
bec on station, castern part of scctor 6 at 0800/22 for
call firc.,

TG 52.11 loss ALCYONLE, BELLE GROVE, REVENGE and CuiLDWELL
formed Cruising Disposition 314 for night retircment to
southcastwerd,

Infornca ComGen, 27th Division, that PHILPS would be
ordercc for call fircs as requasted by NLO #15 but that
PHEIPS would not firc until bo.t rceonnaissance had veri-
fied aremy presence., This action was taken to sperc thc
native village,

CTF 52 cancelled proscnt Fire Suprort assignnmts cffce-
tive when firc support vessecls rcjoin disposition tonight,
Firec¢Support assignments for 22nd will bo nade by CTF 52
on request of ComGen, 27th Division.

CTG 52,3 reported all requestcd support missions on Dog
Plus ONE Day, were corirleted; no cncny air, surface or
subnarine sightinzs; one avenger and onc Wildeat plus
Pilot lost in operations.
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Direeted CTG 52.13 to fucl two of his Cestroyers from one
of his battleships on 22nd wnd two niore dcatroyers fron
scuc battleshin on 23rd. Plaonncd to sad one TG 52,11
aestroyer tc augiment TG 52,13 scercon for two doys during
fuullng operctions.

Novoriber 22

Foriicd Scrooning Dis;*sition XRAY, 700D, PIZRCE nnd
NEVILLE procceding to Tran sort arca TVIO -nd PISRCE to
Tronsmort .rcz OITE 4o O“1u¢1u: aglvniing.

Ordcroid CTG 52,1 to scnd »~nc LCT to Becach RID T70 to tost
beach conditions et hizh water,

HUOLL 1cft disposition rrocootial to join TG 52.12 to
tugrient serecn durin; fucling opcraticns of that sro UP .

IL.COCNOUGH went clonsside PIZRCE to fucl,

BURKS went clongsido LZOWNLRD WWOOD to fucl.,

>
o

MISSISSITTII roepcrted turrct tw:
circuit groundcd and nw.orous T4
of rcencwzl,

Requested CTG 50 te ostablish and  aintoin Guring doy-
1iﬁht 22nd, o 1x—ol~nb =S hunter-killer group to cover
mpronchus to IKIN freo costorn s¢iii~circle.

CTG 52,1 rcyported perccoatoge prosress of unloading as
folliows

ILEOIL.RD WCOD 83% PITRCE =~ 60,0
CoLVIRY - 58% ALCYOIZ - 86%
NaVILLE - 60%

Dircctca CTG 52 to runs
for unloading u¢,s losgis
B

sz
1..3
g‘t BVCLCII .Li:D tw' .L.-\.,V\.a O [ole

n
bohind., Dirceted shore party
ch YIILO7T T4O0. .

BW 3 comloted fucling from PISRCT.

KINBERLY went clonzsidce CLLVERT to fucl.

- 2L -
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BURNS recorted a doubtful submarine-sound contact; after
a short search by BURNS and planes, results were reported
necative.

CTG 52.1 reported percentare progress of unloading as
follovis:

IS0LRD 00D -815 TVILLD =717
CALVERT -72% SLCTOTE -95%
PTIRCT -66%

Commenced arrangement to reembark tvo battalion landing
teams vith greater mart of artiller: and tanks.

MTITTIARCLIS reportedosubmarine periscope gichted in a.
position bearing 275° (T) distance 9570 wards fronm

UII.NGONG POITT; nlanes and destrovers commenced search
which was discontinued at 1305 with nezative results.

Requested CTT 57 =end ambulance nlane O T"AKTI? on 23rd for
17 stretcher cases.

115CDOITCUCH completed fuelins from PITRCLE.

CTF 57 reported ambulance plans with capacitw of 30 strct-
cher case and 20 sitters, would arrive IWITLT at 232330
GCT.

D2 7.7 went alonnside LuCIm.RD COD to fuel,

Reported to ComCenPac that is was estimated that ™ 20,
plusg BILLID GROVL, would be rezdy to deapnrt PKITT for 2G0RL
on the 24th. Unless otherwise directed CTF 52 nroposes

to e—cort this eroun ~ith JIILMAT, "EITIZCT, and .C. TTILLIE
and to auecment escort during daylisht 24th With one

TF 52 destrovers,

PLUCIR reported bein~ strafed bv Jap fi-hter during
reseuc of aviatior shot do'n ncar "MILLE; six menwounded
three serio-slv. DLUNGER is preceding on course 1600 (T)
at 1L knots to mosition 05° 00' N. 172° 4LO0'., to await
further instructions.

ComGen, 27th Division, reported all orcanized resistance
on 17:KI” had ceased and that own forces controlled all of
the atoll; reported readv to assume command. CTF 52 dit-
ected ComGen, 27th Division, to assume command of MuKT,
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CTF 52 roported to CanCenPae that capturc of MAKIN had
boen completed and that ConGen, 27th Division, had ass
comizand ashorc,

ued

1501 Informed CouCcnPoc thnt is wes ;l"nﬂ,u to soind ono BB and
throe DD of TG 52.13 to arrive POINT BIECH for fucl at
251900 GCT,

1510 HiW ORLE.NS end CALDY L departod MALXTH in corinnny to
re¢ndSzvous vith 10BTi.. ., RUSSILL, . IDIRSON ~rd TG 54.8,
5L.9 ond TU 16,10.2 ~% OSOO/?B. After rendozvous, Qroup
wes dircetel by CTF 54 to =roecced in ccripany to 01nt
GZORGE thonce as nlrvctpa %y cwn task forcc conl.ande .

TG 54, 8 plus NIV ORLZEANS L“na QULDY -...uLL, to procced to
MAKIN t6 arrive 0700/24.

1516 Dircetoed CTG 52,13 to scnd onc b(uth811l wnd two dostroyers
of his aroup to ~rrivc Point BPECH ~% 251900 GCT tec rejoin
hir: =t day-break 26th.  Inforncd CTG 52.13 thot one Cos-
troyur of TG 52411 would be ordored to jein hiz at daybr.o-k
25th te rojoin CTF 52 ot same tise 26th,

1520 KIMBZRLIY comploted Tucling fron CLLVERT.

1530 CTG 52.1 roiortee casualtios o8 £ollows:

Bo“ - 64
azbulatory - 38
Dua.C. ‘ - 6

1542 Dirceted CTG 52,13 to have HULL r
at dawn 24%th.

cioin CTF 52 at I KIN

o

1553 RVQUbStuU ConCecnPrc I"OVluu scvaplone tronsoertation from
FAXIN to FUNLFUTI on 23r¢ for -~bout ton obsurvers reoturning
to Fi.RL,

1603 Orcered DETIY to roen vous ot 231900 GCT with MISSISSIPET
in position 020 45! N 172° 40' #., to recuive threc
stretcher coscs Tor LleVuf} to ILEKIW ond further transfoe
by planc to FUNLFUTI.

1608 DiLE went nlongsice PITRCT to fucl,
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w@visel CTD 20 thot one and possibly two battalion land-
ing tcaiis would rcembark on 23rd.

DEVEY completed fucling from LEON.RD /00D,

CTG 52.1 rcportcd peorcentage progress unloading as
follows:

LEON.LRD WOOD - 91% PIICE - 100%
C..LVERT - 8? LLCYONZ
NEVILLE = - 96% '

CTG 54.6 rcported nercentage progress unlozading as
follows:

IST 476 at KING's WHLRF -~ 5%
~ 0

L77 beached - o
L80 beachaed - 80%
479 anchorcd - 0%
L82 anchoracd - 0%
4,81 boached - 0%

DalE left from clongsidc PIERCE to roturn on 23rd to
conplcte fueling.

Requestcd CTF 57 direct ambulancc planc to anchor in
lagoon entrance between FLINK POINT and KOT..BU~ ISLAND.

TG 52,11, less ALCYONE, BELLE GROVE, NEW ORL-ANS, CALDWELL,
HULL anG REVENGE forned Cruising Disposition 3L4, for
night rctircicnt to the scuthcastward to return Mk at
daylizht 23rd. RIZVENGE rcrmainced ot MiKIN concducting anti-
submarine patrol in Transport .rca TWO. LST's and ICT's
continucé unloading during the nizht.

ComSubPac rcguested embulonce planc rendezvous with
PLUNGSR at 050 00' N., 1720 4O' Z., to raiove wounced.
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2141 CTF 57 adviscd PLUNGIR of ombulincc ;inno duc INKIN 23rd
anc dirvetod PLUNGZR »rocoed MXTN.

2300 CoulonPoe dirceted CTT 52 orrongs with ConSubPac for
suitabls rendezvous of a TF 52 surfacce vosscl with
PLUNGZER,

Noveonbgr 23

0039 CoriSubroe dirceted PLUNGIR to Phocced froo position 050 N.,
1720 LO' Ei, toward M.KIN, renaining north of 40 M., uatil
rendezvous nnd routianz instructions wore reccived fron
CTF 52,

0419  CTF 52 ldirceted PLUNGER procecd on course south to
Crrive ot 232200 in position 030 30" N. to rcndezvous
with REVENGE, ‘

OLYS CTF 52 dirceted RLVAENGE t5 ~rocosd o 030 30' N., 1720
LO' E., rcendezvous with PLUNGER ond -oscort: hor to MAKIN;
andito cscort PLUNGZR back to Sari position cn her depar-
turc froo LKIN .

0600 foriicd Sersening Disposition XR. Y, tronsports procceding
te Transport ircas for unloading,

0606 DEVEY lcft disposition rrocceling to rendezvous with
FISSISSIPPI,

0625 Dircetod Beoehiiastor not Boseh YILLCT TV0 to zive priority
in beeching and unloading to LST 31, 76 ané¢ 179 in order
tc moko these LST's aveilable to 2ssist in reom arking
troops ond cquinncnt on transrorte.

0634, Detached W. C. IJLIZR from TG 54L.9 at Point GIORGE a
Girceted her to preocced 1L.XIN with TG 5L.8 to bc ava
&ble te cscort transports to PE/RL,

né
il-

(639  Dirccted TC 54.4 to discentinuc Turticr unlsading fron

’ transports, to boech - 2d unload os seon a8 »ractvicable
preporotory to ossisting in roenbarking troops andé cquip-
w1t in transcorts.
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IDAHO reported periscope sighted bearing 2000 (T),
distance 5,000 yards from ship. Flanos and destroyers
comicneced scarch in thée arca and discontinued searech at
0737, results negetive,

Large BOGIE rcported bearing 317° (T), distence 20 miles,
planes coming in low,.

Ordered all ships to breparc to repel air attack,

BOGIES now bearing 335%(T), 12 miles.
BOGILS now bearing 330° (T), 10 miles, coming in low,

Comcenpac dirceted CTF 52 to usc FRAZIER, HEZRMANN and
DASHTZLL to escort TD 20 to PLiRL, CTF 53 was directed
to arrange to fucl thesc vessels and dircet them rendez-
vous as dirccted by CTF 52 who was dircctod reinforce
escort with VIITML.N, VILEMAN and two TF 52 dcstroyers
until dark 25th, whon WILIIIAN, YEITHAN and the two des-
troyers are to prococd TARAWA and report to CTF 53 for
duty.

Ordered hcavy ships to inercasc spced to 15 knots and
transports to preparc to maneuver,

BOGIES bearing 128% (T), 38 ailes, dosignated Raid # 2, '
Rald #1, bearing 000° (T), 6 miles identificd as friendlw,
Formed Cruising Disposition 3L3.

Disjosition, less ships iaside lagoon, clecaring transport
area.,

All BOGIZS reported friendly.,

Reversed coursc by turn moveneat, returning to Transport
Area to continue loading.

Requosted €TG 50.2 photograph BUTARITARI targzot arca
835 to 842, inecl,, 846, 8,8, 852 to 856 inel, 894 to
896, incl., ond 899 for study of cffcctivencss of air
ahd surface bombardmont,

Formed Sereening Disposition XRAY,
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CTG 52a) requested permission to bring ALCYONE outside
lagoon, but CTF 52 directed CTG 52.1 lcave ALCYONE in the
lagoon and reemberk troops and equipment there.

Comgen, 27th Division, reported that congested beach
conditions at Becach YELLOW TWO would not permit rcloadlng
there and roquested pcrmission to reload all ships av
Beach RED TWO. Comgen, 27th Division, was dirccted to
reload PIERCE at Beach RED TWO and other ships at Beach
YELLOW TVI0 as prcviously direccted.

Cancellecd orders to W.C, MILLIR,
PHELPS went alongside CALVERT to refuecl.

Informed CTG 50,2 and 52,3 that anti-submorine and Combat
Air Patrol had anproached formation without IFF resulting
in en air alert and loss of time in unloading, Requested
corrGCulve action be tahen.

Comgen, 27th Division, rcequested LST's h77 479, L8l and
482 loaded with anti-aircraft and engincering cquipment
be given priority in unloading over LST's loaded from
transports. This was approved by CTF 52 and orders so
issuecd.

CTG 5444 Teported LST's 31, 78 and 179 complctely loadcd
from transports.

Submitted situation rcpomt (CTF 52 232133 and 232137)
to Coaccnpac.

DEWZEY rejoined disposition aond treansferrcd six MISSISSIFrPI
patients to LEON:iRD WOOD for further transfer to ambulance
plane on arrival.

Directed ITACDONOUGH at 0600 2hth, to transport Comgen
FIFTHPhib Corps and party OL 15 to TARAVIA, rejoining
CTF 52 by nightfall samc date,

Comgen, 27th Division, reported all organizcd enemy resist-

‘ance on KUMA ISLAND had ceased,.

Reported to Comecennac that First and Sccond Battalion
Landlng Teams, medium tanks, 2/3's of li-ht tanks and 27th

Division Headquurtc;s were being emberked for roturn to
__.\.L).II.
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1109 Ambulance planc from FUNAFUTI landed in 11iKIN Logoon,

1110 CTG 5L.4 rceported unloading progress rcoport as follows:

IST's L76 - 100% 1ST's 480 ~ 85%
L81 - 10% L82 - 0%
L77 - 0% L79 -~ O%

1148 Comgen, 27th Division recomménded command of M:iKIN be
passed to Garrison Commandcr,

1233 Informed Comgen 27th Division and CTG 52.1 that departure
time for trensports has been set at 1200, 24th,

1245 Cancelled orders to ILCDONOUGH to make trip to TiRAWA,
1252 PHELPS completed fueling from CLLVERT,

1257 Dirccted CTF 53 to fuel TRAZIZR, HIZRINT and DASHIZLL
at daybreak 24th, =t Point GEORGI and dircet them on com-
pletion of fueling to rendezvous with TD 20 during doy=-
light same day along rcoutc M:KIN to Point VIOLIT. Gave
ETD M:KIV as 1200/24.

1323 rReported to Comecenpac thut occunation nhasc of MAKIN
was completed and recommended tlhict Comgen 27th Division
pass comnand of MIKIN to Garrison Commander, Colonel
TENNEY, U,S.A4.

1327 MUSTIN went szlongside C.LVERT to fucl.

1330 REVENGE and PLUNGER arrivced AXIN., PLUNGIER transferred
six wounded and rccovercd aviator to LZEOCHARD 'JOOD.

1351 Made all LST's and LCT's available to Comgen 27th Div-
ision for rcembarkation of troops and dquipment.,

1400 CTG 54.6 reportcd four LST's now at XKIIG's WHEARF,

1403  Requested CTG 57 send sea planc to MAKIN on 24Lth to trans-
port Comgen FIFTHPhibCorps and party of 15 to T RAWA,
plane to bec availeble on arrivel T.R.W. to troansport wounded
to FUNLFUTT.

1420 Directed Comgen 27th Divigion to clear the ramp on KINNG!s
VEIRF of all LST's unloadiag and to put LST's 480, 481,
and 476 alongsidc in succession Lo cabark tenks, guns
and cquipmecnt,
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Orderecd CTG 54.6 to discontinue unloading LST's at KINGS'
WHARF and to uss unloaded and partially loaded LST's and
LCT's to recmbark troops and eculpnent in tronsports,

Comcenpec dirrected tiact commend of MAKIN pass from Comgen
27th Division to G.rrison Commonder, Coloncl TEMIIY, U.S.
Arnmy. -

Directed Transdiv 20, plus BELLE GROVZ plus escort, depart
M/ KIN about 1200, 24th for PI:RL. See CTF 52 240521,

Ordered NEZJ ORLZAIS to dclay errival of TG 54.8 at
MAKIN until 1109,zR&Eh

Anbulonce plane departed M.KIN for FUNLAFUTI.
MUSTIN completed fueling from C.LVERT.

Comcenpac cancelled designation of FRAZIER as escort for -
TD 20, due to emergency reguired und directed CTF 52
substitue one TF 52 destroyer, preferably DLLE or

C.LDWZLL as replacement.

TG 52,11, less .ALCYONE, BILLE CGROVE, LST'S LCT's, MIW
ORLE.ANS, C.LLD'ELL, RULL, and REVENGE fornming Cruising
Disvosition 3L3, for ni ht rctirement to the southeast-

H puad
ward to reburn to MKIN at daybreak,.
REVENGE and PLUNGIR departed ILKIN for position 03° 30°'1,
172° L,0' where REVINGE ias dirccted to leave PLUNGER,
return MULKIN and conduct anti-subnarine patrol in Trans-~
port rea TVO during nigsht,

BURNS reported zood sound contact beoring 3109(T), distance
14,20 yards; MUSTIN was ordered to assist BURIS in develop~
ing contcct,

Submitted situation report to Comecennac(see CTF 52 240645}

Dirccted BURNS and MUSTIN remain in vicinity of sound
contact for the remainder of the nignt conducting hunter
killer tactics. Contact was not regained,
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CTF 57 advised CTF 52 that planc for Comgen FIFTHPhibCorps
and party would arrive MAKIN about 0730, 24th.

Advigsed REVENGE that MUSTIN and BURNS werc conducting
sub secarch about three miles south of UKI.NGONG POINT
during the night.

November 24

KIMBIRLEY reported sound eontact ahcad and was directed
to develop coatact.

Dlsp051tion was maneuvered clear of submarine contact

80 cmergency turn movciment to the left to course
160 (T),

Large explosion and resulting fire was observed
bearing 273° (T) distance about 15 miles,

KIMBERLEY reported contaet bore 200° from the fleet center;
disposition was maneuvered clear of this area by 60° emerg-

-ency turn movement to the left to 100° (T),

Fires in the direction of the explosion no longecr visible.

From TBS transmissions received information that LISCOME
B4LY had exploded and sunk, believed to be as a result of
a submarine torpedo hit,

A.I‘ea TTIOQ

Formed Screcening Disposition XRAY, NEVILLE, CiLVERT and
WOOD proceeding to Transport .rea TWO and PIIERCE to
Transport .ires ONE to continue londing.

CTG 52,3 reported by TBS that LISCOMT B.Y had exploded

and sunk, Explosion was believed to huve resulted fron

a submarine torpedo hit but no detaills werce available,

Destroyers were engaged in rescuing pc‘sonnel estimated
to be about 60% of the complement; and in searching for
the submarine,
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0630
0635
0646
0700

0714

0740

0810

0837
0940

0949

0951

1000

NARR.TIVE OF T..SK FORCE TFIFTY TVO.
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Directed roscue destroyers to deliver survivors to trans-
ports ot ILKIW for rcturn +o PTARL wnd dircected )
M:CDONOUGH to proceed to assist in picking up survivors,

CTG 52.3 reported senior survivor cf LISCOIE B.Y wrs
believed to be Lieutenant Comnnder BEEBE (Initials unknown)
who did not know whether sinking was the reosult of &
torpedo hit or o gasoline explosion,

Devnrted sinking of LISCO D BIY %o Comcenpac,
CTG 52.1 designated WOOD azng NEVILLE to receive LISCOME
B.Y survivors.

advised Comcenndc th.t HMISSISSIPTI would return PESRL
with transports,

CTG 52,13 reported five Wildcats which departed ot onee-

half hour before sunset on 23rd haod not been heard from

since, (Later it was asccrtained these vilots hod landed
on Lexington)

Second Zchclon of Storff of Comgoh FIFTHPAibCorns trans-
ferred to NEVILLE for trensportation to PEORL,

L0

PB2Y3 from FUNLFUTT lended in ILXIN logzoon,

Fal

of staff, obscrvers and
R.Y4L via plane,

CTG 54,6 rovorted rercent .ge progro of unloading os
follows:

LST 476 -~ 100% L3T 482 ~ 25%
L8O -~ 96% L79 - 50%

181 - 967 K77 - 96%

Ordercd CTC 52,3 anintain Combot Lir Patrol of cight ,
Plancs over disnosition to bo cugaented by ciiint planes
fron LIZIIYGTOT,

HMORRIS and HUGHIS arrived M,KTH and went rlongside NIVILLE
and 1'C0D rospocetively to transfer 53 officers =nd 204 en-
listed LISCOM: B.Y survivors, 41 ofwhom wore strotchor
cascs. HULL rcjoincd disposition,

.
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L3R TIVE OF T .SK FORCE FITTY T70. '

1010 Decision was nade to leave TG 54.8 with four dostroyers
to unload in M:KIN Lagoon on departure of TG 54,13, All
other combatant vessels of TF 52 would be concentrataed
in the crea to the southeost in supporting distonee against
eneny surface attack. CTF 52 adviscd Comecenpee of his
decision =2nd recommended that onc carrier tosk group
keep a sixtcen plane combot .ir Potrol over MAXIN -nd that
the cerrier tcsk group opercte o the southecst of MKIN.

1100 TG 54.8 plus NT'J7 ORLIZYS and CALDVELL, arrived IIAKIN.
Coptain THETISS, chief of Stoff, Commander T YLOR, - Staff
Bunnory Ofricer, and Liecut-Conmdr. BEYEN, U.Z,8.8., left
U.S.8, PENIISYLV..I. to 80 2bosrd YOUNG AMIR1CA to' nssist
CTG 54.8 in getting ships unlonded, YOUNG MFRICA proceedcdi
into Lagoon followed by ISL.ND ,IL. '

1113 IORRIS and HUGHES deprrted MIKIMN in compony to rejoin
CTG 52.3.

1115 Dirccted Comdesdiv FOUR with MUSTIN, BURLS, COLDVILL ond
DEYEY to proceed into MIKIN Lacoon -~nd rcoort to CTG
54,8 for duty o rotec vessels agoinst air cttack.,
Directed REV.ICE ] mti-submerine natrol off
entraonce as directed by Comdosdiv FOUR,

1206 Decision weg mude to sena two cruisors and two destroyers
to Point BILCH for fucl to crrive forcnoon 25th, viee
MISSISSII I =nd two Gestroycrs of TG 52, 13 as originclly
planned, Informed Conicenpac,

1234 CIG 50.1 reportcd cnemy irerafi epprroaching TG 50,1 in
position about 60 miles north of 27 LTI,

1243 Ordered TG 52.11, less detcchod units, ond CLCYONE, plus
VEITMAN and WILELW, to form Cruising Disposition 3L,
floct course ond axis 245° ) gpocd 10 knots. Sont BD alert
message to M .XINMN and directed ships to preparc to repel
air attack, Directcd CLpm CONSL/NTINE end €23 S/N L OTIN
to fell in astorn of transports., ALCYONE stood out of
lagocn.,

1313 Received report from LEZIUGTON fishters thot intefception
had been ncde znd that Combat ..ir ratrol shot down six
Zekcs with loss of one F6F, ilaneuvered disposition on
various courses at 14 knots,
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1350 CTD 20 reported following casualties 6f 27th Division and
attached navsl units:

27th Division

Xilled in action 63
Wounded in action 119
Non Combat injuries 22

Navy and Coast Guard Units
Killed in action

Wounded in action 1
Totals

Killed in action 65

Woundecd in zection 120

Non Combat injurics 22

1354 Sent Condition GREEN to MIKIN,

1358 Slowed disposition to 5 knots on course 000°, end then
090° (1),

1500 Transports rejoined disposition; inerensed speed to 13.5
knots and chonged course to 1359(T), CAPE CONSTANTTNE and
CAPE SAN MARTIN entered 1IAKIN Lagoon.

1506 MiCDOIIOUCH reported results of search for LISCOMI BAY
survivors and for subaarine negative,

1617 Requested Comcenpac to arrange to send British Commissioners
and one radio technician to ITAKIN to arrive ag soon as
practicable,

1627 After rcceiving dispatch and interview reports, CTF 52,
in his 250427, reported to Comecenpac the known facts on
the sinking of the LISCOME 5.Y.

1640 Directed DASHIELL snd HTERL.EN o Join TG 54.13 along
rouvte from I:KIN to Point VIOLZT.

1705 Directed CTG 54,2 with MINNZ.POLIS, SAN FRANCISCO, GRIDLEY,
T

MAURY proceed Point BEECH for fuel to arrive forenoon 25th,
then rejoin CTF 52,

- 3.
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1822

1830
2000

0505
1035

1225

1500
1800

1812
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Ordered TG 54.13 (TD 20, plus BILLE GROVE, “IIITMAN,
WILEMAN, DALE and HULL) Proceed as previously directed.,

MISSISSIFPI joined TG 54,13 and Captain HUNTIR in MISSISSIPE
assumed command of the group. TF 52, less CORAL STA, CORREG=
IDOR and their destroyer screen, formed Cruising Dispos-~
ition 3L1, fleet course and axis 110° (T), fleet speed 15

knOtSo

CORREGIDOR, CORAL SEA and destroyer screen joined dispos-
itiono

Executed ships left to 090° (T},

Sent situation report (250800) to Comcenpac.

Nevember 25 th

Tgsk Force 52, less detached units, operating in support-
ing distance to the southeast of MAKIN,

CTG 52.2, with MINNIAPOLIS, SAN FRANCISCO, MAURY and
GRIDLEY left disposition enroute Point CEORGT for fuel,

Informed Comcenpac that BALTIMORE, HUGHES and HOEL would
arrive at Point HICKORY for fuel forenoon, 26th.

Directed Rear Admiral VRIGHT, with BALTIMORE, HOZL and
HUGHES leave disposition at 0200/26 proceed to Point
HICKORY for fuel, to arrive forenoon same day; on com~
pletion fueling, proceed to rendezvous with TG 54,10 at
272000 GCT, position 00° 08! N,, 178° g1 E., escort that
group to APIMAMA, and then rejoin CTF 52

to ’

Several single BOGIES were reported generally to the north

and northwest, distances 12 to 20 miles, all reported low.

Fighters were vectored ocut on several occasions, but failed
to make contact, It is believed thet the BOGIZES were Japan-
ese BITTY'S reporting position of and tracking this force.

Small BOGIZ reported bearing 000° (T), distance 20 miles,
low and closing. -
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1822- k

1830 Several single BOGIES were reported, distance about 15
miles following and circling disposition. Belicved to be
Jap "BETTY'S"

1832 Formed modified Cruising Disposition 3L2; battleships mov-
ing in to 1500 yards and two flanking destroyers dropping
back to the rear of the disposition, all.destroyers
closing to 1500 yards from the nearest heavy ship,

1838 Planes closing from various directions simultaneously,
dropping flares and float lights, CTF 52 reported that TF
52 was under enemy air attack.

1841 Directed all ships to open fire if target closed within
LOOO yards and a good solution was obtained., CTF 52 nan-
euvered disposition by radical energency turn signals to
confuse enemy pilots and dodge attack. Float lights and
flares were dropped from time to time but all seemed to
be ¢onsiderable distance from the center of the disposit-
ion, Several enemy planecs approached near enough to be
ldentified as "BETTY's" and were taken under fire at dist-
ances of 2-3 thousand yards by several ships. Ships ceased
fire promptly when planes withdrew and fire discipline was
excellent, ilancuvering was continous until 2015
when all planes finally withdrew., (See Annex 1R)

2015 CTF 52 reported that enemy planes had withdrawn and that
ho damage had been sustained., Directed all ships to resume
normal positions in disposition and normal conditions of
readiness, During above attack; disposition was maneuvered
in the general area 02° 52' N,, 177° 50' E., Tt is estimated’
that from 12 to 14 Japanese aircraft, "BETTY" type, attempt=-
ed unsuccessful group and coordinated attacks.

2055 Received Comcenpac OpPlans CEN6-43 and CEN 7-43 by radio,
reorganizing task forces and groups of the FIFTH fleet,
preparatory to future offensive aperations.

2250 Ordered KIMBERLEY, at 0500, 26th, to proceed MAKIN and
report to Comdesdiv 4, in USTIN, as relief for BURNS,

2320 (TG 52.2, with IIINNEAPOLIS, SaIT FRAINCISCO, MAURY and
GRIDLEY, rejoined disposition, having completed fueling.
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2322 Ordered BWENGZS, at 0508, 26th, to depart MAVIN and pro-
ceed Foint 0iK as directed in Comcenpac 260248,

2355 Ordered CTG 52,2, with MINUZAPOLIS, SAN FRAITCISCO, MAURY
and GRIDLZY to accompany BALTI 0RE, HOEL and ZURMIS o -
Point HICKORY; when B.LTIIORE couzpletes fueling, cruisers,
plus TIAURY and GRIDLZIY, connly with Comcenpac OpPlans
Cen 6-43 and Cen 7-43. HOZL and FR.U'ZS, on completion of
fueling, proceed as previously directed by CTF 52,

November 26

Task Force 52, less detcched uaits, operating in support-
ing distance to the southeast of I:AKIN,

0207 CIG 52.2, with IINNEAPOLIS, S:N FRANCISCO, B.LTTIIORT,
HAURY, GRIDLEY, HOEL and HUGHES left the disposition to
proceed as previously directed by CTF 52,

0500 KIMBIRLEY left disposition to proceed 'LKIN as nre-
viously directed by CTF 52,

0545 Directed CTG 54.8 to subait immediate percntage report of
unloading and thereafter to submit daily reports as of
0600.

0705 Directed HULL rejoinr CTF 52 on completiocn of fueling,
WHITLILY and TILZAN to proceed T R4 as previously direct-
ed,

1145 KIMBERLEY reported that she vent three blades of starboard
propeller eatering ANTN La ocn, bvt sustsoined no other
damage; estimated anaxiaum speed Lo e 15 knots,

1151 CTIG 54.8 reported percentige progress of unlosding as

follows:
CUPR SAIT ITARTIN 145
CAPE CONST.IIPINE  35%
ISL.AYD fL.IL 27%
YOUIIG ATERICA 25%

Reported beach coaditions improving and estinated that
rate of discharge would increase.

1555 Small BOGIZ reported bearing 200°, distance 10 siles.

Fighters vectvored out 26 miles but were vnable %o complete
interception, Several single BOGILS were reported to the
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NARRATIVEZ OF TASK TORCE FIFTY TWO

1555 north and northwest, distance 12 to 20 miles, all low,

(cont)Own fighters unable to make interception. Planes believed
to be Jap BETTY'S" tracking and shadowin. this force as
they did the afternoon of the 25th.

1818 Radio IIAKIN reported 8 BETTY'S went out of sight bearing
2009 (T) headed south., Formed :lodified Cruising Disposition
3L2, battleships closing to 1500 yards from carriers,
flanking destroyers dropping to rear of disposition =and
all destroyers closing to distance of 1500 yards from near-
est heavy ship; prepared to repel aircraft attack.

1826 BOGIE reported bearing 300° (T), 15 miles closing. BOGIE
sighted bearing 300° (T), appeared to be Jap "BETTY", CTF
52 directed ships to take planes under fire when within
four tiaousand yards, if good solution was obtained.

1831 CTF 52 coumenced maneuvering disposition radically by
emergency turns to avoid attack and dodge torpedoes.
Enemy planes dropped flares and float lights at some dist-
ance frou tine disposition and attempted single and coordin-
ated plane approaches from different directions. Attacks
were not pressed home and no planes apnroached within
three miles of the disposition.

1841 CTF 52 reported that TF 52 was under enemy air attack.

1947 CTF 52 reported that enemy planes withdrew without com-
pleting attack; number believed to be about eight.

2022 Formed Cruising Disposition 3L1.
Reported to Comcenpac that the availability of planes and
pilots of Cardiv 2L were as follows:

VF - 20 planes, 26 pilots.
VI - 16 plenes, 29 pilots.

November 27

Task Force 52, less detached units, operating in supporting
distance southeast of AKIN.

0600 As force was within about 30 miles of Point BUSH, CTF 52
made decision to fuel destroyers from Fueling Group and
atO640 directed FRANKS proceed to Point BUSH for fuel.

A
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0600

(cont)Task Force, less FRANKS, changed course to the eastwar
and at 0700, sighted fueling groun, :
Force operated to the northward 0¥ the fueling group,
fueling two destroyers at a vine,

1600 Completed fuclin. destroyers,

0735 CTG SL.4 reported percentage progress of unloading as of
0600, as follows:

CAPE CONST IINE 5L4%

CAPE Sill [IARTIN 52%
ISLAND MAIL 60%
YOUNG AIERICA 785

1129 Ordered CTG 52,3 launch & VTB and 5 VF combat =zir patrol
at 1400, to form a "Jap Trap¥ VIB ‘s directed patrol 45°
sectors at distance of 20 miles fron center of disposition,
altitude 2000 fept or below clo@d levol,to catch SNnooners;
VF directed to renain at 8000 feet, 1u two nlane sections
on ten aile circle, spaced equal distance, as reguedted by
CTG 53.6

1141 Concenpac directed CTF 52 to transfer VF from CORRIGIDOR
an” CORAL SIA to Cardiv 22,

1710 GRIDLEY left disvosition to proceed to & position aboub:
20 miles southeast of TARAVA to trensalt radio messages,

L
then to rejoin CTF 52 at 0600, 28th, in a position bearing
120° (T), distance 20 miles from Toint 0L,
To avoid possible enemy air attack, CTF 52 1cde decision
tec steam southeast during the night, reversing course as
regquired to be in position 20 miles bearing 1200 (t) from
point 0sK,

November 8
Task Force 52, less detacned units, operating southeast of
JAKT
PRTOE AN N o

D630 HULL rejoined dismosition.

0755 CORIDLEY rejoined disposition. BURNS joined disposition
and transferred fighter director versonnsl +o PONNSYLVANIA,
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1331
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1355

1430

1453

1750

NoRRATIVE OF T8I TORCE TIFTY T7°0

BURNS left disposition anda procceded to join TG 50.4.

CTG 5L.8 rcported perccntage progress of unlecading a%
0600 as follows:

CAPE COUST..TINE

A\
Ut
N

CAPE SAN ILRTIN © %59
ISL.ND MAIL 80%
YOUNC  AMERIC.: 90%

Percentage for CANST.OTITUZT for siic 27th should have bcen

L3%. ibova report indicated CONST.AMIIE will -ot be ready
to depart at daybreak, 29th; CTF 52 directed CTG 54,8 to

concuntrate on the other threec Siilps as COIIST. MTINE would
remain at 1LKIN until latcr,

CTG 5L.8 reported TG 54.8, less COIST.I™INE, would be ready
to depert on schedule,

Issued following orders to CTQ 54L.8: Fusl DEREY and
KTMBERLEY ag practicable; TG, lecss DIVEY, KIMBERLIY and
CONSTLMTTING, plus GRID ZY, and FRUOKS, depert "LIKTT
291900 GCT rendezvous with CTF 52 position 30 miles cast
of Point VIOLZT at 301900 GCT, )

Sishted TG 53.6 to the southeast; cheanged course into the
wind and directed TG 53.6 %o turn into the wind vihen about
five miles froa TF 52,

HULL left disposition to proceed T RATA To recal ve photo-
graphs from Comcenpac, in IHDI&HAPOLIS, Tor delivsry to
CTF 52 and rurther delivery to PR PL.

CTG 5L4.8 reported thet departure of grour, less CONSTAN-
TIiRE, would be celayed until 1200, 29th,

Completed transfer of 13 VF, with pllots, and some smll
spare parts, from CORRIGIDOR and COR'L SZE. to Cerdiv 22,
NASSAU and B.RIES joined disposition and Teported for duty.

Directed'DEWEY, SJINMBIRLIY and CONSTLATTIIE, when latter.

unioaded, depart LXIN a dawn, unless otherwise directed
by CTG 53.8, Proceed FLRL vie Route TWITED.

%
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2100

0430

0545
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0817

0817

1500
1745

NARRATIVE OF TASK FORCE FIFTY TV'O

FR:NKS and GRIDLEY left disposition, proceeding to MAKIN
to arrive at daybreak, 29th, to report to CTG 54,8
as additional escort, HULL rcjoined disposition.

CTG 54.8 reported a threc-hour-delay in tinme of dcparture
from MAKIN; new departure time, 1500, 29th.

November 29

Task Force 52, less detached units, plus B.RUES and
N.ASSAU, operating in area ncar 01° N., 1750 30 E.

HULL left disposition proceeding to join TU 53,8.5 at
Point WILLOVW,

Comcenpac directed CTF 52, with fueling group, and CTG
53.8.5 to clear fucling area and proceed southestward
because of threat of enemy air attack.

HUGHES received wail from PENNSYLV.NI., then left dispos=-
ition to proceed to Point WILLOW to join TU 53.8.5.

TF52 ciaanged course to 300° (T), speed 17 knots, close
fueling group and TU 53.8.5.

Directed TU 16,10.3 and 54.8.5 to stop fueling and
proceed southeast as best speed to pass about eight miles
northeast of APHEMAML.

Sighted ships to the northwest, subsequently identified
as TUs 53.8,5 and 16.10.3.

TF 52 joined these task units and operated five to ten
miles to the northwest and north of them, during the day.
directed CTG 53.8.5 to continue with fueling at 1300.

TG 54.8 departed MAKIN.
Directcd TUs 53.8.5 and 16,10,3 to proceed as previously

directed, TF 52 procceding northeast to rendezvous with
TG 54.8 at Q700, 30th.

. Qa-.
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Novemober 30

Task Forecc 52, lcss dotached units, plus 0..85.U and
B.RNES, ecnroutec to rendezvous with TG 5..8.

0730 Sighted sh¢pa bearing 310° (T), distancc 17 miles, subse-
guently idcntificd as TG 54.8.

1013 7T BL.E joiael dlsh sition, transports teking station
‘ 2Lb0. Ficet course wiu axis 0750 (T).
Changed fleot speed to 12 knots.
Fueled C.LDVELL and MUSTIN from N.ASS.AU and B.RNZS,

1700 Directed CTG 54.8, with YOUIG . mRICﬁ, ISLAND I%.IL, C.TE
SIN MLRTIN, 1USTIN and C.IDILL to proceed aloag course
075%° (T) to Route UWITED, uuence via that route to PE.RL.
Directed Comdesron 47, ° 1th EL and FL.*AS to proceed
Point GEORGZ for fuel, uhenoe to T'R.VIA o “epovo to
CTG 53. 8 for duty. K

1730 CTF 52, with PFJ‘G}T.“YLV_.‘JLEL;, NEW LEXICO, IDAHO, CORLL SEZA,
CO"LRJLCIDO? B.RWES, I..S5.U, PEELFS, ﬂhuDOLTGJC-ZI, HORRIS,
GRIDLEY und ““J?Y proceedi ins PIRL via direct route,
fleet course and axis 053°(T), fleet speed 16.5 knots.

o hfe
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MEDIC..L REPCRT

. le  The plan to evacuate all casualties from beaches to
transports for treatment worked. snoothly.,

Rae Casualty reporting was slow and in many instances; not
according to medical plan (Bed 20 X Total LO X Dead-2 X 0800),
leading to confusion and garbled reports,

3y The evacuation to hospital ships at Funafuti seven
hundred miles away during early.stages of operation {vas not
practicables It is my opinion that hospital ghips should be
brought into the combat area on D plus 3 and 4 for evacuation of
the most severe casualties, if the APA's are to be used for
removal of combat teams. An ambulance plane (Coronado type) was
used for evacuation of casualties from the APA's and support
groups at liakin to Funafuti on D plus three., Some difficulty
and delay in loading the plane were encountered due to anchore
age of the pldne in the channel in which boat traffic was heavy.
LCP(L)'s which were the only boats suitable for this operation,
were not equipped with cleats for stretcher loading thereby
cutting down the capacity of the boats and slowing loading
operations. The use of a float such as a modified life raft of
the square-box type used on some AKs' would expedite loading of
casualties into an ambulance plane of the Coronado type.

L, The doubling of the medical section of beach parties
proved unneeessary on this operation due to the light casualty
load and the faet that practically no opposition was encountered
on Red Beach. I believc the augmnented portion of the medical
section should be retained aboard ship until operations show
the best location for their utilization. On D plus two the auge
mented sections -of the beach parties were recallcd to the trans-
ports where their services could be better utilized.

X 5. . Two 'serious fires aboard the'support group emphas-
ized the necessity for carrying adequate suppnlies of plasma.

-1 -
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6. Casualties were light among landed forces ard approx-
inmately thirty five per cent of casualties were killed in action
apparently due to close fighting and entrenchment of omposing
forces. Due to the light casualty load all casualtics were load-
cd on two APA's of the group to aid evacuation at port of
dcbarkation,

7 e Medical supplies were adequate, but some difficulty
in fixation of compound fractures was encountered aboard APA's,
If hospital ships are not to bec used in combat zones I believe
each Division of APA's should be supplied with one set half pin
fixation apparatus such as "Roger Anderson® or M"Stader®, fracture
kits

8. Recomnendations-

A. That onc hospital corpsman be traincd and dcteiled
in recording and reporting of casualtics aboard
each AXA and APA,

B. That each LCP(L) of the foree be eguinned for
handling of stretcher cases for loading of Coronado
type ambulance plane.

C. That Augmentcd Medical Seetion of bcach party be
retained aboard the transport until their best
utilization becomes apparent.

D. That one life raft aboard each AKA be modified to
furnish a landing float for usec in loading Sea
Plane Ambulance,

E, That the flag ship of cach division of APAs' be
supplied with pin fixation apparatus for fracture
reduction, of "Roger Anderson® or "Stader®™ type.

F. That a hospital ship be made availsble on D plus
three and four in combat area for evacuation of
casualties from transports,
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INTEILIGENCE ACTIVITIES

l. In the preparation of intelligence material for the
Galvanic Operation, the principles set forth in FTP 167 were
followed as far as practicable, The information disseminated
covered, for the most part, only information of naval interest,

2, The Intelligence Plan contained;

(a) Current information of enemy naval and air dispositions
and bases in the theater of operation.

(b) Information concerning objectives as follows:

) General subjects.

Approaches.

Navigational features and lagoon sailing dlrectlons.

Anchorages, landings and wharves.,

Unloading conditions.

Beaches, fringing reefs and lagoon reefs,

lleteorologic information as follows:

) Veather.

) Currents.

) Tides,

) Climate.

g Tide Tables,

)

S

()R, PO VEIRIVE L

(c)

Sunrise and sunset tables.
liloonrise and moonset tables.
pecial instructions on following subjects:

IOV EFEW N

(a)
(a) Handling of captured docwaients.
(b) Handling of captured material.
(c) Handling of prisoners.

(d) Counter intelligence.

A (e) Press representatives,

(e) Maps, Charts and Photographs:

3. The preparation of intelligence material for the Galvanic
Operation was affected adversely by a number of factors which
will effect, and probably to a greater extent, the preparation of
such material for future operations in the Central Pacific. These
factors were: ‘

(a) Lack of accurate charts.

The Hydrographic Office Charts of Pacific Islande
due principally to lack of recent and accurate surveys, are very
misleading. The land contours are inaccurate, soundings are few
and unreliable, the orientation of land areas is frequently in
error and even the location of the island is often gquestionable,
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(b) Lack of accurate tidal data.
Published Tide Tables list only a few of the

Central Pacific Islands and those listed are referred toc distant
references, such as Valparaiso, Chile and Apia, Samoa. The
only other tidal information is the lunitifal interval and tide
range given on [X.0. charts. Such checks as were available were
made on this data and, in the case of M4KIN, considerable error
was indicated. .

(¢) Impracticability of ground reconnaissance:
Due to the small land areas involved and isolated
position of the objectives it was considered that effective
ground reconnaissance in advance of attack was impracticable.

(d) Difficulty in obtaining aerial photographs:

Vertical coverage of land areas was good, but
there was a lack of low altitude-obliquc photographs, partic-
ularly on the lagoon sides of the atolls. The lack of vertical
coverage of lagoons and fringing reefs until a late date inter-
fered with the preparation of accurate maps and charts.

Lo The difficulties noted in paragraph (3) were overcome to a
great extent 1in this operation by the use of photographs, sub-
marine observations and information reccived from foreign per-
sonnel who had first hand knowledse of the areas concerned, 3y
these means charts and tidal data were corrccted and found, by
later checks, to be accurate.

5. In the preparation of the Intelligence Plan considerable
information and assistance was received from the Joint Intelligenc
Center, Pacific Ocean Arcas: this included acrial photographs;
photo interpretations; intelligence reports; reproduction of chart
maps and diagrams; supply of charts, etc,

6. Additional valuablc information was received from a reconn-
aissance of the objectives by the submarine U.S.S. NaUTILUS. The
NAJTILUS wgi cssigned to this force by the Commander Submarine
Force, Pacific Flect and acted under reconnaissance instructions
issued by the Commander FIFTH smphibious Force., The report sub-
mitted by the Commanding Officer includcd information as to haz-
ards to landings; condition of surf, rcefs and beaches; character-
istics of lagoon entrances; current data; sound conditions;
activities on shore; general tidal data; photographs of radar PPI
screen and photographs of shore line. The periscope photographs
of the shore line were excellent, and showed details which did -
not appear in aerial photographs. A panorama of the shore line,
which was prepared from over-lapping periscope photographs, was
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of great assistance in guiding landing boats to the proper
beaches during the actual landing operation., In addition, the
NAUTILUS made a very comprehensive scrics of observations which
were of great assistance in correcting crrors which existed

in charts of these islands. It is considcred that in general
submarinc reconnaissance is productive of valuable information
and that the NAUTILUS, in particular, conducted its operation
in an excellent manner.

7. Aerial Rcconnaissance, both Army and Navy plancs, supplied
considerable information both from aerial photographs and from
pilot reports of sorties, Due to lack of facilities, long dis-
tances to objcctives and the difficulty of getting photographs
against anti-aircraft gun fire opposition, adcquate photographs
were not received until a rather late date, and cven then the
coverage was not as complete as was desired. The difficultics
of acrial photography against opposition are well known but the
increasing importance of aerial reconnaissance, in vicw of the
lack of other sourccs of information, makes it imncrative that
the maximum possible information is obtained. The rcquirements
of amphibious warfare place a ncw cmphasis on arcas not pre-
viously considered important., To insurec the success of  an
amphibious operation particularly against a coral atoll, it is
esscntial that complete information be obtained concerning
landing conditions. Information is recessary concerning fring-
ing and lagoon reefs, beaches, zpproaches to bcaches, navigationaj
obstructions in lagoons, tides, corrcctness of charts and of any
other factors which might have a bearing on thc landing of troops
ashore in the minimum possible timc. Paragraph (11) of this
report contains reccommendations concerning photographic cover-
age and other reconnaissance, both air and submarine, for future
operation., Tt is hoped that these can be followed as far as
possible. Succeeding operations will bo increesingly difficult
and there will be fewer sources of information. Photographs
will necessarily be the major sourcc of information,

8., An additional and very important source of intelligence
information were tho foreign personnel who were attached to the
staff of Commander FIFTH Amphibious Force during preparation
for the Galvanic Operation. This sroup totaled sixtecen in all
and included Australian, New Zcaland and Fiji Naval Resecrve
officers, officials of the Western Pacific High Commission,
Australian Army Rescrve officers and enlisted men and civilians,
They were reccruited for their intinate knowlcdge of the islands
in question based, in most cases, on long residence and approp-
riate professional background. They provided information not
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readily available from other sources, on tides, local conditions,
salling directions, rcef and beach conditions, surf, weather,

and a wide variety of other subjects. One wrote an excellent
booklet on trcatment of natives, another wrote a propaganda
article in Gilbertese for distribution to the natives and another
constructed an e¢xcellent chart of LIAKIN from material he had
previously assemblied. During the actual Galvanic Operation seven
of this group were employed as pilots and five acted as guides
and interpreters., It is unfortunate that no similar group will
be available for future operations,

9. Every effort was made to provide sufficient maps, charts,
photographs, diagrams, etc., to facilitate to the fullest ex- -
tent possible, the Galvanic Operation, from a naval standpoint,
As far as was possible with the information aveilable, the type
material listed in paragraph (10) was issued.

10. The following listed material is considered to be esscon-
tial to any amphibious operation cgainst a coral atoll:

(a) Charts, Maps, Diagrams, ctc.

1. Combined chart and Intelligcnce ilap.

This chart should bc sufficicntly accuratce and
complete to purmit safc navication of limited off
shore areas and within lagoons. It should show
location of becaches, naturc of approaches to beaches,
landmarks, important cnemy installations ashore
(particularly those ncar beachces), tracks of minec
sweeping and fire support groups within lagoons,
transport areas within lagoons and any other infor-
mation of value to naval personnel operating ¢lose
off shore, within the lsgoon, or ashore. The scale
of this chart should be one inch = 1000 yards and
the chart should be printed on sufficicntly trans-
lucent paper to permit it's use on D.R.T. screcns.
Inasmuch as this chart should be of convenient size
for use by small craft it cannot include very much
off shore arec. It is intcnded principally for use
of mine sweeping vessels, lagoon fire support
vessels, landing and other small craft, transports
and cargo vesscls,

2, Offshorc Chart. ’
This chart should be accuratec as to position,
shape, and orientation of objectives and include
principal features such as land marks, lagoon entran-
ccs, off shore navigation hazards, etec. It should

- L -
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show transport-arcas, landing craft and ship
approach lincs, lincs of departure, gunfire support
arcas, location of assault bcaches and other infor-
mation nceessary for units operating offshore. It
should includec offshore arcas at least ten miles to
seaward of the objective., The scale of the chart
should be 1" = 2000 yards and thc chart should be
printed on paper suitable for use on D.R.T. scrceens,
It is intended principally for use by offshore fire
support vessels and transports.

3. Air and Gunnery Target liaps (large).

This map should bec of large scele and show all
possible cnewmy installations as well as location of
assault beaches. It should show all targets and
target arcas clearly marked and designated by number
or othecrwise. It is intended principally for usc on
board ship or ashorc in dirccting ship and plane
bombardment.

L. Air ond Gunnery Target Maps (small),
This map should be a small reproduction of itom
(c) above for use in planes and by shore fire control
partiecs.

5. Becach Diagrams.

These diagrams should show graphically all poss-—
ible dctails of assault beaches and approaches,
approach lines, lincs of departure, obstacles on
beaches and offshorc, beach defenses, beach exits
cnd other information of valuc to landing craft to
insure their scheduled arrival and discmbarkation-
on designoted beaches, In addition to plan views,
cnlarged contour and detailed sketches should be
added if information is available. Thesc diagrams
are for use of transports and landing craft.

(b) Photographs.

1. losaics (large).
Thesce mosaics should be reproduced in as large
a scale as possible consistent with retention of
csscntial details and rcasonable convenicnce in hande-
ling. Separate mosaics showing both the principal
objcctives and also the atoll as a whole should be
issued. These mosaics are for use of Group Commanders
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Commending Officers of ships and Gunnery Officers
and clso for usec on board ships to familarize
personncl with genecral fecaturcs of the objectives,

2. Mosaics (small).
These mosaics, a small reproduction of (1)
above, should be of convenicit size for issue to
plancs and small craft.

3 Vertical Photographs.
Large scale vertical photographs or mosaics
of landing beach arcas should be preparcd for issuc
to landing craft and transports. They should be
of appropriate size for usc in landing craft and
plancs,

L. Oblique Photographs (large).
These photographs should be from both high

(30°) 2nd low (5°) angles and show importont features
of the shore approach, reefs, beaches and inshore
terrain. They should bc of large size, as in the
casc of large mosaics, and should be issued to group
commanders cnd all ships. They arc of paerticular
valuc to ships cngaged in fire support and to carrier:
for use in connection with bombardmont,

5. Obligue Photographs (small).
These should be conveniently sized reproductions
of {4) above for issue to plancs cnd landing craft.

6. Panorcmas.

These should consist of overlapping photographs
of shore line tsken from low altitude. They should
snow assault beach limits .nd prominent landing
marks should be indicated. Submarine periscope
photographs have been found to be excellent for this
purpose. Panoremas should be issucd to all landing
craft and be of uppropriate size. If they can be
enlarged and still retain sufficient clarity of de-
tall they are of value in indoctrination of boat
crews aboard ship.

1l. The following recommcndations are made for the conduct of
aerial and submarine rcconnaissance which, it is believed, will
provide the necessary detailed and accurate intelligence for usec
in future amphibious operations: . -~
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A Aerial Rcconnaissaoncc.
(1) Photographs.

(a) Photogrephs must be taken fron angles that will
elimincte glare. Thesc photographs should be
taken with camora pointed downward; which usually
discloses sunken reefs morc clcarly.

(b) Vertical Photos.

Complete stereo coverage of all reef, land
and lagoon arcas ot differcnt tide stages is
a necessity. Thesc scertics must be flown
when sun-glare is at a minimum, prefcrably
before 0900 and after 1600 local time. The
scale of the photos of the land arcas should
be between 1:5,000 and 1:10,000, proferably
the former, The larger the scole of photos
of recfs end bdbcaches, the more valuable they
will be, and one stoereo coverage of the
lagoon and ocean reef at o scalec of 1:5,000
or larger, at low tidec, is neccssary.

Photos covering the crtire lagoon are nceded
for charting chamecls, shoals, rocks and for
locating land arcas corrcetly. These may bec
at a small scale, around 1:40,000. Photos of
large areas such as lagoons arc preferred at
this scale for rcosons of economy and case of
hendling.

Certain portions of the lagoons will be desige
nated by Task Force Commonders as Operating
Areas cnd photogrephs at largerscalc, both
verticals and obliques, of these areas show-
ing rcefs and channels and shoals will be
required.

Color photographs have becn found valuable in
the interpretation of recf and beach conditions.
and in estimating rclative depths of water in
lagoons. At least onc sortie at a scalc of

1:10,000 is rccommended. 7
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(c) Oblique Photographs.

Vertical photographs have becn used as sources
of information beyond the limitations of such
photographs chicfly because no other sources
werce available. Underwatcr depths cannot be
measured in vertical photographs. Therefore
oblique photographs of ocean and lagoon reefs
and besaches at different stages of tides,
including a sortic at low tide, are neccssary.

On many of the islands thc stand of palms and
other trecs is so heavy at the edge of the
beach that defenses and beach detail cannot
be scon in vertical photogrophs; their exist-
enoe can only be suspected and no details can
be given. Oblique photographs will be invalu-
able where such conditions cxist,

(1) Low obliquocs.,
Low obliques of ocean and lagoon

reefs and beaches are vitally necessary for
the study of detail in the scleetion of landing
beaches. Thesc should be made at as closc a
roange and low an altitude as possible consonant
with the risk involved. Sorties ot different
stages of tides, including one at low tide,
should be flown. Carc must be taken that the
outer cdges of the rcefs are included in the
photos. Photographs made with a 12" or longer
focal length camera at a range of 4000 fcet,
2t an angle of approximately 5° with the horiz-
ontal are rccomiended. Thesc arc to be made
of the ocean and lagoon recfs and areas desig~
nated by the authority issuing instructions for
the reconnaissance,

(2) High obliques.

High obliqucs taoken at an angle of
about 30° with the horizontal, showing the
tpproaches to the objectives, arce desired. The
arcas will be designated by the authority issu-
ing instructions for the reconnaissance.

(3) Reconnaissance reportse.

A pilots' recport of photographic
rceconnaissance mission containing informetion
regarding visual reconnaissance by pilots and
crews, such as weather, wind,direcction and
velocity, AA fire cncountered and estimation as
to the sourcc of it, planes and vessels Scen
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in area but not shown on photos, ctec., is requested,

(4) Labeling of Photographs. _
Photos must be carefully labeled with the
following information:

(1) Date and Time. This must be zaccurate,
and labeled either GCT or the Local Time
Zone that is used. The derivation of
tidal data is dependent on the accuracy
of this information.
(2) PFocal Length of the camcra.
(3) Altitude or range.
In order to obtain an zccurate scale
of the photos, this must be given accuratel
(4) Neme of island or atoll photographed,

B Submarine Rcconnaissance.,

(1) General,

A complete reconnaissancc of the atoll is
desired and any evidence of activity should be
located, photographcd and described. Portions
of the atoll believed to contain installations
or features of major interest should be clearly
designated by the authority issuing instructions
for the rcconncissance.

(2) Photographs,

Completc photographic coverage should be made
of scctions dcsignated in accordance with para-
graph (1) above and photographs should be taken
80 as to form o complete panorama of the area
concerncd and be teken at maximum periscope
height and minimum range consonant with risk of
discovery. Views of prominent objects should
be.taken from several differcnt angles. Whore-
ever possible photographs should be taken from
such points as to show the maximum amount of
lagoon shorcline detail. The following informatio:
should accompany each photograph:

(a) A gencral description of the object photo-
graphed, with any information gained from
visual observation which might a2id in
understanding the photograph.

- 9 -
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(b) The distance of the submarine offshore, and
sufficicnt simultaneous tangents on ncarby
islands so that the submarine's position
may be plotted with rcasonable accuracy.

(c) Date and time of taking photograph, carcfully
noted z2s elther GCT or local.

(d) The truc bearing on which the photograph was
taken,

The results of visual observation at the time photo-
graphs arc taken shcould be reported in detail.
Sketches or annotations on mans or charts aid
greatly in an understanding of such reports. When
locating an object such as a tower, truc bearings
should be taken from at least two loceations, to-
gether with sufficient tangents on nearby islands
to locate accurately the positicn of the submarine
at the time cach beuring was taken.

If at all possible, photographs should be developed
daily as 2 chock on results being obtaincd.

{3) Radar Coverage desired.

Any information from the P.,P.I, radar cquipment
aboard would be highly valuable. The radar might be
used to sccure navigational information and fixes,
and the mamner in which thce radar works for thesc
purposes will furnish most useful information.

Photographs of the radar P.P.I.screcen arc useful
to corrclate the appcarance of the P.,P.I. screcn with
thce position of the ship, so that radar opcrators
approaching the island for the first time may identif
blips appearing on the screcn, In some cascs tho
islands are low and flat and apparcntly almost totally
lacking in distinctive radar targets. Those that do
appear should be identificd so far as practicable,

Negctive information is also desirced, i.c., those
locations where no identifiable blips appear. If
proeticable, information is dosired regarding the
sectors in which cach target is visible on the sereen
cnd the range at which it fades cut. Suggested pro-
ccdure: During darkness obscrve island on P.P.I.
from as many angles as practiceable; record ship
positions where no distinctive screen exists; when

- 10 -
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a distinctive screen appears, photograph it and
record position of ship. Identification of blips
may await later. study of charts, aerial photos,
etc., but comments or opinions made at the tine
of photograph should also be recorded, During
retirement from the island, record position of
ship &t which blip disappcars. It is recognized
that it may not be practicable to do much night
work, owing to the necessity for charging

‘ batteries,

A radar intercept receiver should be used
whenever possible, tuning over the entire radar
frequency bands, searching for possible.cnemy
radar signals. A log of signals heard, their
frequency, pulse rate and other signal character-
istics, and position at which intercepted should
be recorded. VWhenever possible take photographs
of shore radar installations and also note
locations, structural details and surrounding
terrain,

(4) TItems of general intorest.

In general, full inférmation including photo-
graphs where possible and full description is desired in
connection with:

(a) Beaches and their suitability for landing
operations.

(b) Surf conditions and set and drift of
currents around the atoll,

(c) Passages through the reef.

(d) Buildings, fortifications, radar, radio,
air or seaplane activity or installations,
shipping traffic among the islands or
any other evidence of activity.

(e) Tidal data including time of high and low
water, amount of water on rcefs at various
stages of the tide, tidal range, etc., (If
possible actual landings should be made on
isolated scctions of the atoll in question
or on a neighboring atoll ond actual data,
determined).

(f) Check on ecxisting charts., Numerous bearings
should be taken and every effort made to
determine the accuracy of existing charts

with particular reference to orientation and shape of land
areas. A plot or sketch showing which lendmarks and islets
were used in takin bearings should accompany this reporte.
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(e) Vessels in the lagoon at llakin were worked direct on
the Task Force common frcquency at various tincs when nec-
essary to clear operational priority traffic. In gcneral
the Task Force common frequcency worked well and proved in-
dispensible. As far as known the undivided Task .Group fre-
quencies were not used., The combination of TBS, Task Force
common, and ship to shore, both local and distant, appeared
to be adequate,

(1) As soon as departure time of the remaining units of
Task Force 52 had becn determined, radio silence was placed
in effect and maintained until within 500 miles of Pearl.
During the return to Pearl, Radar and TBS exercises were
held. A listening watch was maintained on Task Force 53
frequencies until they faded out at a distance of about 250
miles, daylight range.

9. INTSRCEPTION OF COLIUNICATIONS rFROI. OTHER FRIEI'DLY FORCES

(a) Only once, from D Day until departurc for Fearl, were
units of TF 53 heard over fifty miles away on TBS, On D
plus One day at about noon CTF 53 and thce Colorado werc hcard
faintly for a few minutes while CTF 52 was near lakin. The
valuc of having a common TBS channel was great, the inter-
ference nil. On numerous ocassions unknowh surface units
were contacted at night and showed no IFF. A shrcwd guess
as to the identity of these units and a fow calls on the TBS
at distances of about fifteen milcs established the identity
of the units and avoided considerable confusion. IFF was
usually turned on in the unknown ships ecither on requcst
from CTF 52 or after TBS contact. The avcecrage range at
which TBS contact could normally be established was less
than that at which the SG Radar picked up the contact.

This consistently limited range of the TBS may have been
partly due to the gonerally poor technical- adjustment of

the average TBS but is also considered as an indication of

the truth of the old standard rule that the normal range at
which the TBS can usually be picked up is not over thirty
miles. Even when a number of ships were called and relay
ships were used, maximum ranges were usually limited,

Despite the large number of forces operating in a small area,. -
only once during the centire operation was interfcrence from
adjacent forces a problem. This was during a night torpedo
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attack when TF 52 and Task Groups 50.4 and 50.1 were in
the seme areca. For a pericd of sbout half =n hour, when
the forces were about ten milcs apart, confusion between
mancuvering signals might have resultcd had szddresses not
becn plainly stated. None did result, howover, and with
such large forces at closc guarters, the value of eack
forcce knowins instantly the nmovcements of the othor out-
weighed the annoyence of the interference. A desirable
arrangericnt would be a scparate TRBS chanvcel for each TF
vhile all TF and TG Comdr. guarded both the TF TBS channel
and & common inter TF TES chanunel,

(b) High froguency circuits between 2000 and 5000 kcs
used by TF 53 and Tarawa landing forces were intcrcepted
with little difficulty during the entire operation. It
appeared thet the Southiern Attack Force hac considerably
more difficulty with communications then d4id the Nortrern
Attack Force. Thers was a good deal more calling, tost-
ing and unnecsssary transmission. It is believed that
large power outputs were used on most circuits. Stations
apparently within ten or twenty milcs 6f cach othor at tines and
on frequencies where no skip distance was possible fre-
cuently had great difficulty in establishing and maintaining
contact while CTF 52 heard both stations loud znéd clear.
It is belicved that the comnunication difficulties of TF
53 were largely due to untraincd perscnncl, inadequate
equipnient and an insufficient Jumber of racdic technicians
to keep the equipment adjusted =znd in operating condition.
Lack of opportunity to train and rchearse personnel in
commui:ications and late receipt of the Comr Plan was
probably the cause of the generally pcor circuit disci-
Pline observed.

(c) After the assault at Tarawse had beon coimpleted, and
during the consolidation nhese when the nccessity for rlain
language had apparently passed, an cxcessive amount of rlain
language, vhich was probably of considerable value to the
eneny and which was ccrtainly intercepted by him, was heard
on various circuits from the vicinity of Tarawn, such as TF
common, TransDiv ‘‘arning Nct, aad Airereft Control channels.
It i1s probable that TF 52 also umode sone unnecessary trans-
nissions in rlain language but the use of SCR 610 reduced to
a minimum the pliein language on high frequency channels.
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(a) Radio Honolulu Jurp Fox proved very valuable in re-
ducing load from standord Rodio Honolulu fleet Fox,. oxcept
when Jump Fox signal strensth became so weak on all fre-
quencics that messages werc missed., Either Jumn Fox should
be made as reliable as flect Fox, or important messages
should not be placed on Jump Fox during periods of weak
signals. Records were kept and graphs made to show signal
strength as a function of timc for various Jump Fox Tro-
quencies. In gencral the period from 1500 to 1900 Zebra
wes unreliable while in the vieinity of GALVANIC objcctives.
This matter will be taken up with CinCPac scparatcly.

(e) It appcars that shore stations in the South Pacific
used the 4295 scrics, 11030, and 13380 kes for point +
roint work. Radio Funafuti and Terawas werc heard consice—
tortly during lattoer part of GALV.NIC vorking 7035 in the
daytime and 4015 et night., Shore stations at lakin, Terawa,
and Apamama werc not hcard ot oll during carly part of

ALVAIIC. Radio Tarawa was heard on oily onc or two frecuen-
cics during the latter rort of GaLVANIC. It
©

AT corpoars that
more compicte planning and instructious sre required to
sct up shore radic stations at objcctives. Feach objective
should ke able to work Radio Honolulu direct to be of irie

S

mediate valuc to forces sfloat. TLiclays from i
land introduce unaccepteblc declays and garbles. Deadio Fono-
lvlu iz the only station now available tec act as a clearing
house Tor treffic end should sc act until a station equiv-
alent to Radic MNoumea can bc constructed and effeetively
operated at some point in the central Fecific which is
-closer to objectives. | '

CCONCLUSIONS

(a) Communications during GALVANIC between ships and
ships, and ships and aircraft, worc betier than in previous
operations.

(1) Comimmunications between ships and forces sshore ot
the objoctives were not satisfactory, probably because of
inadequate training of shorc personncl at llakin and strong
opposition encountercd at Taraws.
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(c) Circuit discipline particularly on aircraft channels
can and must be improved.

(d) Zarly establishment of comnlete and coordinated com-
munications ashore is vital to the success of the opsration
and must be nore heavily stressed by landing force commanders.

(c) The Comm Plan should be distributed at an earlier date.
Morc time is rcquired for training and organization of per-
sonnel and for calibration and adjustment of cauipment.

() Communication equipment for the Northern Attack Force
was adequate in numbers but not in cuality.

(g) Communication equipment for the Southern Attack Force
was not adequate in either amount or quality.

(n) A larger number of more skillful radio technicians
was neceded in both forces, particularly ashore.

(i) More TBS and VHF equipment is urgently needed. Ships
and forces ashore rcouire from two to six equipments depending
on mission and should have a selection of several channels.

(J) The SCR 522 and Navy liodel 233A VHEF are not satis-
factory aboard ship or on thc ground for fighter direction.
A more powerful and rugged cquipment is required.

(k) Lessons learned in previous operations and nceds for
personnel and equipment already rcquested were amply confirmed.

(1) All vessels rcquire morc trainine in picking up and
tracking. low flying aircraft.

(m) Radio Honolulu Jump Fox is valuable to relieve load
on flect Fox but reliability of Jump Fox must be improved.

(n) VEF, ship to shore channels, are worth a great deal

of effort and should be provided for ncxt operation if
possible.

(o) Shipboard installations and aircr=ft installstions of
BK equipment are not reliable. Equipment requires tests
and adjustment; personnel require instructions.

- 15 -
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COMUANDER FIFTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE RuFCRT OF GalViNIC OTERATICN

COLLUNICATIONS
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(p) Vcssels to be used for headquerters ships must have all
transmitters sp0u1al ¥y lincd up, checked and zdjusted by ex-
pert radic enginccrs and thor oughlv tested to reduce inter-
ference among channels to a minimum. Spccial antenna systems
and wave traps may be recuired. Elinination of interference
and reduction of noise lcvel requircs time and skill but

is nost essential to successful excrcise of major functions
of commands afloat,

(q) Standard c¢ommun

lcation publications should be improved
and broight up to date in crdcr to roducc size of comnmuni-
cation plans rcouirced for a specific opcration.
11, RECCITIEIDATIONS
(a) Proparc crd distribute cormunication rlan for next
ovceration as soon as possible

.

(b) Designote Island Basc Communic. tion Cfficers at least
two months in advance. Give them special trainine and have
them assemble and train Island Basc Comunication FPerties
at lcast one month in advarce. Designete and cquip first
and second ecchelons of Island Base Commu.icetion Farties to
€0 ashorec on D and D plus Cne Davs te cstublish necessary

command communications for Landins Torce Commander ashore.

O

('D

(e) Provide cach vessel, down to and ineluding LST's,
with TBS and 5CR 610 or cquivalent. Acccleratc installation
of se¢cond TBS in all large vessels and TRS 4AC hecting modi-
‘Tication in all vesscls.

(d) Provide for more drill, operation, practical use, and

calibration of shipboard rqdlo eouipment while ships are in
rear areca,

(e) Increcase number and guantity of training of radio
techniciang and opcrators.

(1) Frovide VHF cquipment for ship to shorc work at out-
lying bascs.




ENCLOSURZ (D)

COLI ANDER FITTH AITPEIBICUS FOLCH REFCORT OF GALVANIC OFPCLATION

CCOLTMWIIICATIONS

(g) Provide infra-Red and rortable Rader cquipment for use
v amphibious forces in next operation.

(h) Authorize a special avy Yard . project for reduction of
noilse levels and inter-circuilt interference on flegships and
headquarters ships.

(1) Reiterate and recnow previous requests for cormmunication
personnel and equipment based on recent expericence in GALVANIC
operation. As stated by ComCenPac, communication personnel
and equipment requested have been the minimum required.
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C54/A16=-3(3) FIFTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE,
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER

Serial 00166
U.S.S. PENNSYLVANTIA, Flagship

—— Dicamber 4, 1943.

Sub ject: Air Attack on Tusk Force FIFTY TWO, evening ef
25 Nov ember 1943.

l. The employment of infra-red or ultra-violet light,
mounted in planes, for recognizing, and following,
our own aircraft,

2. Tcsts to see whether or not the "Black" light

from engine exhausts can be made visible to other
planes,

3. Tests with various "$8ypes of "Black" light detectors
mounted in our own planes against actual enemy
planes at night.

If we could discover their secret (assuming they
have one) our night fighters would have a Roman
holiday.

(f) Consideration should be given to the usefulness of
employing carrier or shore-based aircraft to drop float lights
and flares away from friendly forces to deceive and confusas
the enemy attacking a ircraft,

{(g) TFerce Commanders and commanding officers of ships
should at each attack carefully consider the‘question as to
whether or not to epe n fire, In this force, standing orders
existed to nold fire until range are inside 4000 yards, a
good solution is obtained, and it is reasonably certain that
the attacking aireraft see our ships,

(h) All ship units should exercise at making radical emergenc
turns Ainformation at night in obedience to gecneral signals
sent by the TBS radio equipment.

RC K. TURNER.

Copy to:
Cominch (adv. copy)
CinCPac (adv. copy)
ComAirPae
‘One copy with each copy of
COMFIFTHPHIBFOR Serial 00165

/[l ;:.- }(;y
H.B STARK,
FLag,Secretary_

L ———————————.....




ENCLOSURE (4) TO CTF &2 Sarinl-00165
EXCERPT FROM CTE 52 LOG 25 NOVEMBER 1943,

+

Task Force 32 eruising in cruisigg disposition 3L2 modified,
fleet axis 110°(T), base course 120, fleet speed 15 knots,
zigzagging according to zig zag plan 6. Ships present :
PENNSYLVANIA, NEW MEXICO, IDAHO, BALTIMOFE, WEW ORILEANS,
CORREGIDOR, CORAL SEA, FRANKS, MORRIS, HUGHS, HOZL, KIMBERLY,
MACDONOUGH, PHELPS.

1810 Flagship went to General Quarters.
Bogie, small, 000°(T), 20 miles, flyin g low,

1822 Bogie at 3520(33),'12 miles,

182, B ogie at 016°(T), 11 miles ‘ |

1826 Bogie at 036° (T)! 10 miles, course 1350, speed 140 Kts.
1827 Bogie at 046° (T): 10 miles.

1830  Bogie at 014° (T), 10 miles. ' _
1833 Bogic at 336° (T), 12 miles, New Bogie at 250° (T), 9 miles.

1835 Bogie #1 at 305° (T), 11 miles. Bogie #2 at 295° (T), 11
miles,

1838 Bogie #1 at 305° (T) I1 miles, Bogie #2 at 263°(T), 5
miles dropped float lights.

1841 Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "All ships open fire on Bogles at
4,000 yards, Prepare to repel ailr attack",

1843 Bogie #1 at 0239 (7), 3 miles, dropped float lights,

1844  Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency tackline turn feur" new °
~course 1300 (T).

1844% Bogie #1 at 0500 (T), 5 miles.
18455 Bog ie #2 at 000°(T), 5 miles,
1846 Bogie #1 at 0709, 5 miles.

1847 Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Open fire if good solutien can
be ob tained.

1847  Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency tackline turn fiver,
New course 1809

-1-
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1848  Bogle #L at 0900 (T), 6 miles.

’

1848% New Bogie at 170° (T), 6 miles.
18504 Atiacking planes dropp ed flores ahead on rexrt b ow,

18504 Signal by CTF52 on TES "Emergency tackiins tira 12w,
New course 3000 (T),

1852  Flagship op ened fire on bogie bearing 165°(T),
1853 Bogies reported at 163° (T), 6 miles.

18531 New bogie at 3059(7T), 21 miles,

1855 Bogie at 290°(T) 16 miles, closing.

1855% New bogie reperted at 061°(T), 7 miles.
18553 Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Turn 18",
New course 1200 (T),

1857 CTF 52 broadcast on warning net "AM being attacked by
enemy aircraft",

1901 Increa sed speed to 17 knots,

19027 Signal by CTF 22 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Turn Four"
New course 160° (T), One ship in disposition opened firs
with heavy anti-airecraft .

1906 Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Nine Turn»,
New course 0700(T),

1910 Flares dropped astern.

1912 Signal by CTF 82 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Three Turn'™,

New course Q40°(T),

1914 Flares dropped to port very close to carriers, Signal by
CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Turn Six" New course
100°(T).

1915 BALTIMORE reported two planes overhead and opened fire,

19164 Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Nine Turnn
New course 010° (T),.




. . . .
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1917
1920

1921
19214

1923
19233

1924
1925

1925
1928

1929

1930
1932

19333
1934

1940

1941
1943

1947

Croup of bogies ieported coming in from 266°(T) estimated
i< planes 2t var.cus ranges,

Signz. by 4THF A on TBS "Emergency Tackline Turn Six
New Jouren 05,00 7,

Large bogiec rzporited at 0959(T), 5 ziles.

Scuthwest Logis ncw 2200(T), 7 miles, New group reported
at 3150 (T, .1 r.les,

Signal by CTF 72 cn TBS "Emergency Tackline Turn Four",
New course i!7°70},

Bogie at 220°(T), 4 miles closing. Bogie now on both
quarters,

Flagship opened fire.

Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Six Turn",
New eourse 050°(Ty,

Bogie to southwest still closing.

Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Turn One Two"
New course 170° (T).

Bogie to southwest now 2809(T) 2.5 miles passing
astern.

Bogie to northestward now 1000(T), 3 miles.

.

Signal by CTF 82 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Four Turn",
New Course 130° (T).

Bogies astern and on port quarter, 3,000 yards closing,

' Signal by CTF 22 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Turn SIX",

New course 190° (T),

Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Turn Sixn,
New course 250°9(T).

Bogiles reported astern closing.

©ignal by CTF 52 on TB S "Emergency Tackline Nine Turn®
New course 1600 (T),.

%ignal by CTF 52 en TB S "Emergenoy Tackline One Two Zero
urn”,

-
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4950
19513

1952
1954

1957
2000

2002
2000

All bogies opening and in fade.

Bogies now bear 280°(T), 16 miles. Planes dropping
flares on starboard quarter :distant 16 miles,

Signal by CTF 52 on TBS "Emergency Tackline Turn Four"
New course 160°0(T).

Two groups togies at 284%(T), 18 miles. Flarass dronped by
theaa grours. :

Report rececived TG 50.2 under attack by enery airexact,

Signal by CTF 32 on TBS "Emergency Tack line Fouir Tasn®
New Course 120°(T), '

Radar screen clear of all bogies.,

Position Lat. 2 - 51.5 N
Long 173-44.3 B




&/ A/R ATTACK ON TASK FORCE S2
/823 w 2000, 25 MOVEMBER /2943

Lar 2° SI5' N~
Long. 173° 44.3' £

SIS s

2000 POSITION:

Enclosure (B)
: PRISIC 31206—-2
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