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MARINE CORPS ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM.

Interview with General Alfred H. NOBLE, USMC (Ret.)

Interviewsed by feajor L.E., Tatem, USMC

Dates 20th May 1968; 21st May 1968; 22nd May 1968; 23rd May 1968,
Place: At thse (encral'’'s home in Le Jolla, Calif.

Sns;ion I - 20 Nay 1968
Tape 1, Side 1

Gen. Noble: Can you erase anything?

Qs Yes, sir, you cen erase anything you like. You can go back and

srase it.

llell, sir, it's been two or three days since the last time we

_spoke., Une of the first queetions 1'd like to ssk ths Gensral is to

digress just a little bit, perhapa, from the written script we havg
there, and have the Genera]l tell me again about how he first heard

about the flarine Corps and first came in.

Gsn. Nable: tedily J;; first I ever knou‘about the Marinn.CGrpa was

about 1914 when 1 was going te/g;ﬁnnun43m£g$$oge in Annapolis. The
eee—

Nuval Acad.my had a [Warine barracka t=ure«;md I got to know a few of

the afficars, including the late” Gan. Dunlap. And the A@rin-s

4»% @' g 7>

so smart that they got quite a fine reputation with the military

college.students.
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That's about the Pirst I Heeid of the Marine Corps, but I never
thought seriously of joining until after the first Mrld [éér hed besn
declared on April 7th 1917. Then most of our students -- certuinly.
those in the graduating classes® -~ were anxious to get in the |
eepvicesfnsoma ééggzLand a great proportion of them did., Some went
in the Armz,aﬂﬂ-some in the Navy Supply Corps, and some in fh- Marine
Corps. 1 was among thoss who chose the Marine Corps. WUe had that
option. That's about the beginning of things. And I staysd in for

40 yeare less two monthe, I think. (laughs)

Q: VYas, sir, you did. Yeh were puahing 40 years when ybh finéily

decided to quit.

Nobles I didn't decide. It was e statutory requirsment that I quit.

I didn't want to quit, es a matter of fact I think 6g4in~many casas
t/é

ie a little early. It used to be 65. I thcugh%Z%zithgyiimn that wes

a littls lats., At different times you have different points of view.

You want me to go on from thare?
Q: Would you plesss, sir. Yeou'vedot ;:%Q-script over thers.

Nebles 1 note that the first thing mentioned in this script is the
early years, particularly with the Maryland Netional Guard. 1 was in
the Maryland National fuard for thres months. In the spring of 1916

L 2=

1 had had two yesars at St. John's College, which is-a very strict
mil{ig;y cgllege, snd one of the big ten in the country et that time,-

‘Bﬂa—{hag{fgilgizg was sort of culminated by my three months of

service in the First Maryland Infantry, which had been eallp% into
i " guh A ™

federal service for duty on the Mexican border, while Gen. Pershing

B
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invaded flexico to capture the Mexican bandit Pancho.lillé.- You
remember Pancho Villa had previously invaded the United States and

captured E1 Paso. He-reised-gquite-a-ruekus-deun-theret

1 He raised quite a ruckus down there.

| st
Noble: Yes. The United Statss was -pretiy sensitive at that time
as to her territory, and they—were-rather prompt in taking retaliatory
measurss -- it didn't make any difference whether it was a bandit or
ah ensmy army. Actually Pancho was after ali nothibg more than a sort
of -an~ ignorant bandit. Later on they told him that he u;s a very
rightecsus revolutienary fighting for thp right. Actually, I think

he was fighting for pessos.

I was recruited st St JGhQQA- as were many other students. And

f TR T TR

all of us were formed intc the regimental machine gun cobpany of the

First Maryland Infantry, and wers told -- and I think it's true ==

that thet wes the Pirst packmule machine gun company sver farmed in
the National Gdard. I b-liovu’the rsgular atmyyha; a f.i of those
"companisas. (ie were armed with Benst-fercier machine guns, which were
really not as good as the first Colt machine guns; Idon'‘t—think —e
thoi Jammed if & you blew your breath on them, almost. -
For thoss three months down on the Mexican border I wes a

combination of a mule nurse and a machine gunner, and roee to the
rank of corporal. Then in the fall I ceme back to St Jnhn{&;nd in.
sarly November I waes discharged Froh the National Guard as a cerporal

1
and Fwent back  studying.

Q1 In other words they just took you for the summer months?
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Noble: They would have kept you indefinitely if you'd staysed Eith
them, but we'd had a sert of gentleman's agreement that gur education

wouldn't be interfered with, if the duty were over in tims.

s Did you happen to get over to flexico while you were down thers,

or did you stay entirely in Texas?

Noblet No, we wsre astationsd et Eagle Pass, and what ws did mostly
1o b roril e

was guard the bridge ova7'from Eagle Pass to Piedras Negras, the

Mexican town on the other side. The mexiean.redarai'A:my was there

on the other side, and they were protecting Mexico again;t us. And

svary night we'd both come out uiih our_machino guns and sand bags,

and thoy'disot theirs up on their end ef the bridge, and ua‘d set

ours up on our anﬂ. HgApbintad the guns at each othsr all night 1ong,

and stopped all traffic. Then as the sun got a littls hot in the

morning, both é:jﬁggnavad underneath the bridge, and called ths whole

thing off till it get cool around sundown! That went on ths whole hot

summer down there! And we had some rather atreniZ%? hikes. 1

" remember one of them. I think we went ?romet—Fssn::;~to Larhdnmcgt

e il '

was dead summer, and the -heat- was very hot indeed, and-that was by far

the most soldisring I'd svér done. But that was about the end of it.
Then the next spring, of course, on Aprii 7th the United Stentes

and Germany went to war, and on the 9th I took my physical sxaminstion

for the fMarine Cornn‘in Washington, D.C. I remember that the surgeon -

vas very gruff -- a neval surgeon -- and—he gave me my physical—
sxamination,—and ] was very nervous about it. He had thess bslls of |
yarn to test my celor vision, @nd-I missed some of them, and & thought

I'd flunked the whele course, and the only thing he said finelly was,
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"Congratulations, you are going in a fine corpsi" _

" Then within a month the Marine Corps ordered all of us doen
to the Officers' School at Parris [sland, that had just bsen

e

organized. ODown there we all got together -~ I think it was either

one or two companies -- and drillnd on the parade ground. The scheol
o o
was under the command of a Lept. Massoramxth, assisted by then lst

Lt. George Stowell. UWe got to know each uthor,f?§5GGra taught-ho&
OHJMM»WW

. (=)
te drill, _ how to wear the uniform, and courtesies bﬁthn

service. 1 remember one of the first things we had to do was to dres
up in our new whites, take our calling cards we'd just had printdd
and go call on the commanding officer of Parris xsland, vory furnally
Bllore P nendncll of eoecroe
to leave cerds. W& wasn't hoao,~e£§§aaz:rf”ﬁ% didn't want to see all

of us, and we were very much relieved Y

Gs I don't think that's chenged too much right today! (laughter)

Noble: Prebably not. Then the next thing -was that we were

transferrad in about a menth or se up to Quantice, Virginia. At that

. time Quantico was just being built. It was all mud, they were cut~
ting down trees on the hill -~ practically a ferast there -~ and
putting up thase temporary. barracks. Ue movad into one of them,

and it was the deepest, thickest mud I've ever ssen, It was terrific.

Trycks couldn't get down -~ all that mud!
%Muﬁ/ﬂ?
Wes stayed thornﬁin qn officers’ scheol in which GanV\Torroy had
(W n
one company-aaa Gun’wearratt ad another company andjﬁzn. Ma
")z\/. P

(I think that was his name. He was & captain} —

and we stayed thers for e while in that class, doing the seme sort of

training. Then they formed gof the 6th marines.,
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I went with four other lisutenants over ancd joined to make up the

lieutenants of the company -- of the 83rd Q;mpany, Srd;ﬁétali@n,

6th Aﬂarinoﬁ. e got to know our men there a little bit ~-- not much -

 al
and then in November we went to Philadelphia and got en a transport

for France.

Q: Before you went up to Philadelphia, did you have much of an op-
portunity to do any field training with the troopers? VYou said you
got to know them a little bit. Was this the result of having some

field training eith them?7 .

Nobles VYes, we did. Adimited amount, of course, and 1 don't exactly

recall hew long it was. 1 would say about a month to twe months.
Q: That's kind af a short period.

Noble: Very short.

Qs The enlisted men in ths company werae brand new recruits, woren't

4
they? Right out o Parrisﬂ&&&g@gj

i

Noble: Yes, most of them, There were a few old non commissioned

officers, but not many.

s Do you happen to remember the names of any of the fellow officers

vho were in the Officers' School with you?
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suv :
Noble:s Uh, I would remember most of them if xh I had -their-photograph

here. e had a big photograph. The onqpén my company -- the 83rd

BT D, L .
enmpan%a-- were lst Lt. Murphy (1 forget what his C}rst name was), and

Louis F. Timmerman, who now lives in New York, an%lmcﬁnasy, also a
New Yorksr~ Holliday, who was, I bslievs,
afraduate aﬁf??ladsl. He was wounded. Can't think of the othsr ones.
(Pause) 0h, David 1. Carrett, younger brother of itaj. Garrett in the
Marine Corpe. I believe he was from Louisianay he later became a
judge. I think thatjs abeut all. The captain of the company was
Albert R. Sutherland, a regular officer, and iha baftalign commander

A;ﬁ? éﬂﬁ(

waéiaurton . Sibley, nicknamed "mg" S5ibley. e called him #a becauss

he was so conalderate of his men. It was said he went around and

tucked xheix them in every night. He almost did! (laughter)

Q: When you went te Dhiladhlphia to smbark for France, éid you ride
over on a commercial ship or was it naval shipping? What type of

transport was it?

‘Noble: Thse USS Von Steuben. That was the German line, ths Hamburg~

American Line ship that we seized from the Germans and maq% aneJ
Amarican trmapart,- “Actually it wes a transatlantic liner.

We ran inte the Agsmemnon, another ene on ths way sver. We'd
just got inte the submafina zone and we were zigzagging, and here is
the Agamempon, and we zagged when we should have zigged, and we
whanged into each other. Teok all the guns off the side of the .
ship and destroyed all the lifsboats that were swung out, and”;f;zzi
the ship over one side and frightened everybody slmost dead! (e

thought ue were torpndoed._ﬂ was at night, and

we wers very nsrvous.
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Q: I can readily understand that.

Noble: I remember Timmerman -- he was the officer of the day, and
our sentries wers way down in the hold, in the deep hold; and right
after this crash, he thought lt.his duty to inspect sentries, so he
began to 3cramble around over the ship to find the sentries and ses
gshat they were doing, and he got down in this dark hole. Meanwhile
there wers no lights,— And he said, "Sentry, are yéu
hare?" And he heard click, click, click. The sentry was prasenting
arme! He never forgot it. (laughs heartily) .

But we did have very good discipline -- tramendausiy good
discipline. All the officers wor; almost in awe of the regular
officers, and the enlisted men, they ms&pd fast when any officer
said anything to them. The line between officers and snlisted men
in those days was very strictly held to, svery little detail was
insisted upon by all the seniors. And that carr'iqd- very
etrangly - right through the whole ¢ . I There was not very
much infarmaliiv except ameng the officers and ameng the enlisted
men after duty was over. Not too inférmal, not in our sutfit. No
ifzi} calling anybody by their first nemes at all. Everybody went
by their title. The lisutenante went by the title of Mister. They

even called sach other Mister.
Q: Is that right?
Koble: Officially, in front of the men.

Qs I guees we've got a different breed of cat now, General.
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Noble: ©Oh I.don't know if the cat is any diffaerent, it's just being
b?ﬂﬁ a little differently. Actually it all comss out about the samas

in the end.
3 I think it dees, I rsally do.

Noble: Ae fPar as 1 can see it does in the Marine Corps. I don't
know about other servicee. They might gset a little sleppy, and Qh;n
the chips are doun they might not bs quite as prompt in obeying es
they were in the old days. ' |

Gt The pecple whe are coming back from Vietnam now say thess ars the
best/@arinss they've ever served with. This is what they said in
Korea, this is what they said in World lar II, and I suspect it wase

"tha same thing also during World War I.

Noble: Oh yss, we were the best that had aver been up to that /53%%
(laughtar). I'bnllavsd it too. Actually I don't balieve there is
.vary much diffarench It's the sams amogunt of courage at one time

as another. Same amount of loyalty et one ¢ time s another. I adiii
that there is a lot more techniqus now, and people gst much better
training and there ie much more oppertunity for training now than
there was in the old days. In thi cld days you didn't have much op~
portunity, no place to train, no squipment to train with, and whan

you moved somewhsre you didn't go orgenized: they Jjust grabbed marines
from everywhere and they all met an routs. And you got together and
scrambled the bast you could. That was the Marine Corps up to WYeorld

vt e
Uar I, definitely. Uorld War I really was the turning poin51e+-the
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modern Marine Corps; that's what made the modern Marine Corps. Ue

got a reputetion then that we never had before. e got an inter-

national reputation, a European reputation, and a reputatien in |

America., Before, the peopls who had ever heard of the marines admiret

tth as a sort of military naval policeman, and that's abaﬁt all they

knew about thsm., There were so few mr: they were practically an

unknown quantity sutside of the Navy, and they mnl‘wsru not particulai:

ly regarded at that time 22 a great military force, which they ﬁsron'i

They'd get together as cémpanies sometimes In insurrections, in

ananaLvérs. Battalione maybe. I don't know how many regiments

they svsr had, if eny. Perhaps. -But it was definitely = small time

force —and the officers were not well traiﬁ?@%ut
; 9

liorld Uer I put & different picture on the whole thing, and we did

become an organized force, and we did operate as an army,. brigade,

and we did do a little something else besidas guard duty and sort

of banana warring. e wers against fae first class teesr powsr for

the first time, I guess. From then on ths Marine Corps began teo go
Y W A

L

forward very fast, and it wasn't 10ng{bafore the Fleet Marine Force

sy

was organized.

b

Q: You went across to France on the Yan Stesuben. thare about did

you lend in France?

Noble: @Brest. And from Brest we went down ts Bordeaux and camped
in a French encampment there. I personally had charge of a working
party every day 6%:1{went doun to the %&‘31” docks to oversee the
losding and unloading of ships, and there I met the first Vietnamese

(1 gdeas you'd call 'em). The French brought them over end used them
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as switching engines ; thoy put their shoulders to the boxcars and
pushed them around the yard. ﬁﬂdfigét's what they did, and they livei
in the worst kind eof sqﬁalor and mud, just like animala.l it impresss«
me .very much. It was the dlrtie t, muddiest, sioppiest place, I thinl
that I've esver sean. 4é§?&stayed there durlng a good deal of the
wintsr of 1918, then in the middle of it ~-- I forget when it was,
about January or February ] guess -- we moved to a little town called
Chaumont-la~-VYille in France: that's where we did our training. There
was snow on the ground most of the time. le were billetsd in that
little town, and got to know some of the French. Then in the spring

of 1918 uwe went up to the Marbache sector. I notice it dosen't show

here. It shows it here as Aisne-Marne. Perhaps that was the large

thing. Actually they celled it the Merbache sacfor, which was the
old Verdun sector. My company became s garrison sw to Fort Du
Rosillier, one of the forts of Verdun. It was 8 typicel French fort
that defended Verdun. e wsnt through & period af trench warfare.
Trenchee had been dug by the French and occupied for about four years,
~and they were complets, with dugouts 40 feet deep and shelters net
quite so deep, with sseapx escarpments, duck boards, all the luxurie;

of home. That was typical-ef Werid War I until the time we got in it,

“fhat—french warfars theea had baan stalemated for a lo?g time, right
/MW /?/

acroes turope. And a great deal of artillery. Of course in certain

1

places over Vietnam they've had & tremendous amount of continuous

shelling recently, but up to that time -~ all World tYar II and Kerea =
C’Wmuﬁ/?ez

actually the artillery had baenAm%sséng. he artzllery of World War

1 was something tha§4maﬁ almost unknown since. Vietmam is bringing

it out, like in that village -~ it wasn't Danang . . .
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Qs Dong Ha? Con Thien?

Noble: Con Thien. I think they got it continuously there and they

had to go underground.

s GCh yes, sir, and up at Khe Sanh. TheyhiXI gone underground

practically all the way acress, They havé had to.
Noblet You do if you have much ertillery.

Qs Yee sir. Another thing, they've got thoss reckats‘dnd the
mortars. ] wes speaking to a ylﬂ'young captain just this morning,
who had just come back from Vietnam, and ha was saying that at the
airfield of Danang and at Chu Lai, ybdu used to go back thers, it
was almost like being at home. But he says lately they've been

-receiving rockets and it isn't too good.

Noble: Of course what I am thinking sbout mainly, though, waen't
- casual shelling, not harassing {what we call harassing)., It was

bombardments, and that's what gets on your nerves.
it The bombardment is only taking place right up along the DMZ.

Nobla: I am really speaking of bombardment. (e were very well
educated on bombardment because they laid thaaa~thing:‘down.'nnd
every time they finished you'd go up end you wouldn't sae any vizgin
s0il at all that hudnit been plowed up all around you. And the noise
and the flying of the stuff around, you just had to dig under it, and

esven if you did it got on your nerves terrifically.
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They used to have bombardments that lasted as long as 24 hours

in some af those places.

Q: Didn't the CGermans follow this up with an attack or Sumething?

Noble: They did if they wers going to make gfpuah in that particular
place, otherwiss they wouldn't, they just-haressed.aach other. There
were certain quiet sectors socalled, and even those quiet sectors hsd
shelliﬁg now and than, severy night, practically, they'd shell you,
but not heavy barrages. Sometimes they'd drop a shsll sbout evsry

five minutes and let it go and then come in agair in 15 minutes or
A

. -1 1-114 amd LT .
a half hour, esnough to koop.uhxgg—ygS—:zéoa At other times they'd

vary it by‘banging down with a whole baﬁtery at a time in some one

place they'd found. But they wouldn't shoot for destructien; that

was just harassment. 1 don't know what good it did, really, except
to keep up the morale of the gunners theat were doing the shooting.

I myself thought it wes an eswful lot of shells wagtcd. And it was.
But nobody econoaized on taxpayers' money at thn~éi%:{%;id they?

d: No.

v,

They just said, "It's up to somebody else to get the ammunition

to us.® They don't budgst it much.

Qs 1 suspect you had a lot of rebullding to do after one of these

bombardments in order to get your trenches back in shapae.
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Noble: MNot a great deal. They'd knock in certain parts, but not auc!
A trench is pretty hard to fill up with shells. They'd knock a little
in but not a2 great deal, and we'd get it fixsd the next day.

The worst thing we had then that they haven't had since is gas.
In that sector I had a platoon -- I forget how many ware gassed, it
was 60-some out of a . . . well, it was more than a platoon, because
I think that's about the strength of a plétoon -- and we had about
60-some gessed et one time in one location, and that happsned 1b
about 20 minutes of eshelling, mustard ges, and they all had to ho
evacueted. And they'd harass us all over the trails or the trenches
we used to go and gat food and things at night. That was part‘af the
haressment -~ @& gaa.ahull now and.thon. flaybe one or two shellsj
it left its odor around, left a little éas floating around that made
you step: you wouldn't qant to walk through it if it were mustard,
you had to climb out and walk around it some way, with ydbur gas mask
on because you couldn't stand er&hing too much of that stuff. And
it slowed things up. And also it was frightening, as gas always was.
Thay haven't used it since. In a way I thought it was a pity bscause
if you ars equipped with it it's one of the mest humane things you
can use. You make psoples sick and you may even cripple them, but

you don't kill as many, ybu don't blow people apart. Usually they

get over it.

Q1 It's really a contradiction, isn't it, that we don't use it «=-
I mean the ressons offered for not using gas are a kind of contra-
diction with the facts, because es ycu say, st lsast they aren't

being blown apart.
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Noble: Well, I think the reason we don't use it ié because it is a
terfgﬂr waaponjﬁgsti;z;?gaﬁngrrotaliation. That's the main reason, in

my opinion. I’think that's the main reason why we won't drop atomic

bombs. e are not likely to.raangfretaliation. Matter of fact,

thiargggncgetaliatian has been the biggest peace keeper in ths histor)

of the human race,

G: VYes, it has!

» »JQ%Uz;ﬁibﬁbﬁ%% . :
~ prevents also wars being fought in many casse

.end- Individually, You'fa#dl like hitting somebody and you probably
J - n

would, except he is & little bigger than you are and you think he
might hit you a little harder than you could hit hin. -So you don't;
hit him. And he may fesl the same way: he looks at you and doesn't.
hit you. You don't ses many street fights with people slugging it
out. They just don't do it, they puii push each othaer and yell at
each other, but'it'i rather rare to have people stand up and fight

- each other with bare fists. Very rare. For fear of reteliation.

Vell, I am getting off the track, am I not? You ers not runnin§

out of film?
Qs No, we've got lots of thet!

Noble: I slways feel like I should economize a little bit. Let's see

1 just sbout wound up all I can remember of the Verdun sectoer,
Wm%

the Marbache sector. But it got us into working shape. s knew how

to deploy, we knew how to use our communications, and we knew how to

dig in and how to eshoot, and se forth. And we did patrol, and even
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patrolled the enemy's trenches at night and cut through their iiro,
and things of that sert, and we set machine guns up to try to catch
them -~ automatic weapons., e were using the French Chauchat, by the
way, an automatic rifle. That was eanother jammer: if yoﬁ could get
through a clip without jemming you were good! I know the Germans had
the Maxim, and it was &0 much better than thae Chauchet -- the Maxim
vas a'light' machine gun and 4% was uutor-éaulad; it ua:agpavy, but

they seemed te lug it around whersver they wanted to, (NN
shoot cuntinuuual?’agal&ury fast, and our Chauchat would just go

pum, pum, pum, pum, jam! P Right befors the end
s iy’ Sl o At L ,
ve did get 8o much better. —

Soma nfhihc new

7 ]

unites would come ‘adjacont to us armed with ;lnd our people

would go over -and steal them, hijack them.

Then we came out of there, and 1 believe that's the time I was
ssnt to school. It's mentionsd here. It was a nes school iat up by
ths Army over ihoro, called the Army Infant:y Spocia1€§4§2haol at

;igzﬁﬂg;gggéxé an old French fert. Everything was very crude, but
ws had lasctures on the latest things, including what German words
to use to make them surrendsr and so forth. Also patrol furuations,'
and a lot of lectures on everything we ought to know that they'd
learned during years ar'trcnch sf warfare. e were very ﬁueh noﬁinun;
all Amsricans vere at that time; we'd had no experience at all, and
ell the French officers and men, and the British and the rest of thesm
were military snobs as far as we were concerned. Thsy felt that they
had to tell us things, and almost felt we should be put under their
command. And we would all have been under their command if it hadn't

Hivins
been fcg%mrrshing, who held out. He was very firm about that. But
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at first we wers under Fremnch command for quite a while. High commani

Our division was.

While I wes in that secter, Capt. Sutherland went back to school.
I rejoined, and 7 fell heir to the company. I kep§7ths company as a

first lieutenant until ] was made a captain next August. Then 1 kept

it as a captain until we ceme back home. S0 .1 stayed with the same
10 tiadl,

company all the time and I commanded i§1all-tha time. I was ons of

the few people that did that. I don't know of anybody elss that did.

I thought it
was luck. I think the only reasen I got the company at Qll was
becauas I happsned to be the suniér and I had had more military
experience than any of the othar officers that had come in, and
that gave me a head start on them all the time. I knew the answers

to most things snd thesy didn't. That made me shir up very smart.

I'd been under pratty strict discipline at 4§ _
and I knew what discipline was, and I applisd it. And my battalion
, Sl senpers.
commander wes satisfied with me, 80 I just kopt¢f§, and ¥ felt very
‘proud.-. Actuslly, I've besn essentially a company commander
ever since. ] got to be s major, a lisutenant golonel and so Fforth,

on up, but when I get to thinking about the Fightinﬁ on the front

o
line, 1 slways felt like a company commander. —
-frnm the viswpoint of a company conmnndcrq,--%_ctual

fighting, actual shoeting, opposing ether psople -- what the men

will do, what they won't do, what they have to do, what they are
up against, I*¥# alweys think of companies, because at that time I

. / Catl P B
used to say that the company commander was the one«éﬂa@~uon—uﬂﬂ—loat

,n’wggﬁ//Tho compeny commander. A battalion commander is toc far cut



Noble - 18
L dimidedl
of the picture, and he ‘had—very lkittle influence. And of course the
regimental commander and all the rest of them, they were farther out

Chp_ A
of the plecture, and the only way they could influence wae to deploy

and support and move reserves arsund. —
— That's notmy quite as true now, I don't

think, as it wee then, becauss of communications. As a matter of
fact, the poet%company commander can't get out of sight of a dezen
or so bosses that are talking to him all ths time, it seems to me.
But at that time they really left us alons. You were given a job,
and nobody was anywhers near you, and you coulgn't even talk to'thcm.
You might wanted to get seme advice, you4wan%f§Lsomabodf.tolﬁan
over Por moral support, but yeu couldn't., Of course that happens
now, but I do think that aemnunications'are 80 h-now that a good

deal of time is probably spsnt in communicating.

Gt There is., There's a tremendous amgunt of time . . .
éﬁ%@mawug
Nobles KBS that's ths guasss of somebody who's not over there now,
on
but I'11l bet you that there's an awful lot of tims wasted down,the
line by young people having to communicate and report and ovorythind

else, I don't mean callinrg in air support or artillery. We would

have liked to have done that. _

But having some coamander, your boss, looking over your shoulder all
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the time asking you what you are going to do next, and why aren't you
doing this, and "explain this to me", there you are, stuttering end
stammering, trying to convince the old man that you are doing all.

right, that you are deoing the best you can! I think that's terriblel,
Q: It makes it rough, it really does.
Noble: 1 don't know how it is, I'm just gusssing.

Q: 1 think you are guessing pretty close tn.tha hesart of the matter!
. el

Nobla: Actually I imagine the higher commanders soon lsarn that young
people -- SN - tho ones they can

trust to go'ahoad d do things, and kesp their meuth/shut and leave
P i -

them alone, and-the ones thay'd better look out for, to loep asking

them, kabp prodding them or semsthing.

Qs One of the preblems they are having over there now in line with
us about knowing their pedple, is the fact that in World War I end
World War II and in Korea bacica;ly the units stayed together., If
you were in a company within a battalion, you generally sﬁayod with
that battalion, and that beattalion gensrally stayed with that
regiment, and theat regiment generally stayed with . . . Thie
isn't the case nows they've got all kinds of swappimg going on over
there, and reslly it's difficult to trace a company on whom they were

actually working for, because thesy are really trading off around there
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. é;g;;g;d/) '
Noble: You mean, setting up task - all the tims.

Q: Yes, sir, and a lot of times the regimental pesple are cut
completely out of the picturse, and they are supsrimposing thess
task forces over top level, and absorbing the command that way.

So it's a problem, it really is.

That has one morale drawback that I can see. A unit

Noblet
has a hard time taking credit for something well dene.

s This is very true, vuiy true.

Noble: And thesy probasbly don't get the credit for things that they
ought to get. And pouple'fight for credit, you know.

Qt VYes sir, I think everyone wants recognition when th:y.da something
Qﬂitfhlgxﬁnlxxﬁigii right, because they know very well that if thesy

do something wrong they are going to hear about it,

Noble: Of course they want recognition. WNot only that, they want

praise. HNot only that, they want decoration.
Q: It's the nams of the game.
Noble: Sure it is. And if it's necessary, there's court martial.

1+ During your tour in France, General, you didn't spend all your

time in this particular secter of the Verdun secter, did you?
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dobles ©h no. I don't know how long we were there, but I don't thinl
we were there over a month or so. Then I went to school for about a
month and came back just in time. Then we were ordered up suddenly

to the Aisne-flarne, which was up in the vicinity of Egétéau Thierry.

e went in "camions™ (that's French trucks). Their truck
companies came snd got us. Thgy-had everything for the movement
of troops in truck%. ndLZ: iédo in thnséﬂhntil our kidneys . . .
all night long, it‘was terrible, I remembsr. We got out and could
hardly walk, Backaches, oh boy, I remember te this day.‘ Everybody.
We got out. We hit the Paris-Metz road, and then turned in the

direction of rﬁstz— and nobady' knew sxactly
— .

vhere the Gérmans were. Therse uafa rs?ugea% dowﬁoigzz road -- French
refugees, families, pigs, children, avafybody, mixed up with French
soldiers, who wers highballing it to the West. And we were through
them. Nobedy knew s%}e the Germans were. Ths French would just say,
"En bas" and sc forth, and shaka their hands like this and away they
would go. You couldn't get any of them to talk. Sp we marched down
thers for quité a while and sakk came to a place called Triangle

- Form, where we turned to the lsft (somebody said to turn to the lesft,
and so we did). Somehody must have been looking out bacause théy -
sald, tGe-fird-theoms “"Good you found them. Our battelion is going
till we meat them head on."™ And we did. iis saw about whers they
vere, we heard a machine gun or something. They'd eutrun'their
artillery -- the Germans had. They'd been chasing the French so
much. The French had left their artillery, and the Germans had left
theirs, and they were running like rabbits! I forget how many miles
they'd come in three days. I don't sse how they could move that fast.

e heard a few machine guns. Then we stopped in the woods, and we
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verse glven afdector right away. ‘e got into a1 little pilatoom areas,
as ] remember, and =t properly got shelled that night, Two or thres
the Gsrmans had brought up, end thsy apparently had seen we were ;n
there, so they got a few shells im on us. Then I belisve two days
later we felt each other out, and then came June 7th when we went
into Belleau Woods and cleaned them out. They had gotten in thers
and very fast had organized into interlocking machine gung ;:i:ﬁin
the woods, and they shot on sound, not on sight. They didn't esee us
and we didn't see them ap first. Thet was the first oxpari@nce we had
of anything like that. The woods didn't sesm to stop the bullets one
bit. They opened up with ihnaa faxims at craas?ireyflag;éoon s we
made @ sound, Of course . FXoeps sttacking do make sounds.

Our artillsry hadn't caught up to us yet, so we Qent in just
barehendad Qnd we got slaughtered, we rsally did. I don't meen to

boast, but my company -~ or ons platbon of my company, we joined that

platbon that night -- was the only company that got its ob jectivs that

first day and sat on it. The rest af them wsre thrown back, but we
had ene platoon'tha%‘ It was Timmerman's platoon, by the

~way. And we got uéy up there and the Germans got in back of us, so

we were in a hole up thers. But that was just the beginning, and we
Just kcp@fiacking in that woods and kept losing ;:;::J I forget how
many we did lose -- several thousands, I don't know, .l-
‘illl It was a big battle, and it reslly roarsd. An awful lot of
shooting, and some mortars, and leter on some artillery. But at
first it was wmainly machine guns and rifles. e were in the opan

and thaey were concealed, and they were Prussian guards and didn't

give up easily. And the &unee -~ we'd have gone into anything, we
didn't care how much it was, never stopped at'all until we were just

decimated, and we just couldn't go any further.
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It was a resckless thing to do in & wéy. If I were to do it today
I wouldn't have atacked that place head on at all. 1 would have out-
flanked it because it wes a strong point end we should hqvé found ‘it
out. But we hit it head on and never stopped. The only thing our
officc:s knew was, "Go ahég.and fight'em and kill'em, damn 1it!
Straight shead, what are you ﬁaiting for?" And we were more afraid
sl eerov ele - : '
a%‘%hcm—t n we were of the Garmans. It was a2 pretty bad business,
However, i} did have this offe;t on the Marins Corps: it showed
us ub as being very stubborn fighters and wse got a lot of respect we
cbuld never have gotten otherwise from the Gsrmans.' 1mmgdiatlly their
intelligence called us an élite corps, gave us & nickname. ‘HFE=
—_—

ﬁ&tnacwae-4w had blocked their whole advance, really, on Par;04.¢hay

never got a step further.

Q: They all stoppsd except the last Germen offense on Paris . . .

Noble: And of the war,
'Qx Pretty soon after this the war actuslly ceassd, didn't it?

Noble: Yes, they nsver unﬁt forward again in any real push. e went
from hare directly to the battle oﬂwgg&ggg%g, and there we hit the
h}nga, the bass of the salient that they had just made. /e stopped —

at Balleau Woods, and then we went up back aleng the line, and cut

.into';Ba base of the salient , at Soissons. And that was an attesck -
straight in tﬁreugh some wheat fields, all in the opsn. And we got
~artillery thers, because they had been thers for a2 while, and we got

a lot of machina gun fire, and we loét quite a few men. Of courss
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there wasn't any way to go at them except straight threugh that wheat
The wheat was up to the waist, and I imagine there was the same
feeling about going through that wheat as thers was in Vdastnam going
through water, you know, up to your waist! You go down énd pobody
sees you go down! And it's a helpless feeling: you say, "If 1 get
hit I am likely to stay hit, right here.” That was ths trouble about
wheat -- peuple just disappeared in it, aﬁdfg:;faot«bﬂastumblod on L+
until they blﬁed to dsath. Homever,'%if:aa two days of that, and
that was too much for the Germans. They started pulling out of that
salient as fast as they could pull out. That was the end of that.

Then we shifted over to the right, and —

went

inte the Chaampagne secter- that %alky ctor, and had quite

a battle up thare. Then we shirtaéAtmaaLin the direction of St.
Lot T
Rihiel, and that's where we joined up with the bigAArmy push in the
Argenne. That was the biggest push I'd ever seen. 1 remsmber getting
up on a hill, and as far as ] could see to the right and to the left
’Lb .
A5 was opon~saaaan¢& and as far to the rear as I could sesa there
was nothing but men and equipment mouln?k/dspleyad across the country
like a bunch af 1ocosf,f— I thought I could
ses about three quarters of a mile in most dirautiog{\ir not Parther.
And they were sll around, just meving forward. I remember my first
sergeant saying,"Looks like nothing could step that movoueﬁy./aaust
@ few thin lines of machine guns - spread right along in
front can step the first ones and thet'l]l stop the whols business."
Which it would! (laughs) Would stop it cold, Kt wouldn't take very
much te stop it, really, if sumabudy stayed thsre long enough and

had enough ammunitian.
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e Grericar ainpnec
But enyway,)thet went right on up, and that lested until the
i@fﬁiatica was sighed. At Soissons I was evacuated as soon as that
Wﬁﬁ%‘,
was over. [ thought I was sick or something, or too tired to walk.
Actually I had influenza with a very high fever, and I went back with
the casualties. We were put on 3 train, went back to Paris and wees
transferred to a hospital. Then we went to Nantes: that's wbkere the
Yo cttrrda e

hospital was Por racovery. 1 stayed unconscious an%ji.thaughﬁ I had

died one night, but I didn't, obviously. B8ut thsy wouldn't let any-

Eggi/éet out;
‘ I was up and around and my unit was moving aroum;f,f’g{rl;v‘ 1 Agot
itchy feet, so I got in with the Red Cross driver -- a Red Cross man

who had a truck ~- who was going to Paris. So I went ADL from the
hospital to Paris, stayed there two dayé and got on a train, and
bummed my way and re joined my outfit! Nobody asked any questisns

at all. As long as ypu waere going in~£§zgéairactian toward the front
nobody'd stop you, evan on trazins, or-amywhees. But coming back the
MPe would get you every time if you wers guing along and your orders
weren't right, 1 didn't have any orders at all. Completsly absent

“er- leave. (laugha) I wouldn't de that agsin for anything.

Qs I don't know about that, General.

oy

Noble: (still laughing), I thought it was & very good thing to do.
wmyserf. But I got back, end I got back just in time to join in on

the very end of the St Mihiel thing. Somebody slse had had my company
N acu TR,

in the msantime -~ it wes about two weeks, I think -- and I was afraid

I wouldn't get it back. But I got it back right away.éiéégﬁg, who

wes later a brigasdier gsneral in the Marine Lerps, was in my company
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as number two, and he had command of it during most of the St Mihiel

thing. He hated to see me come back.

ﬁ After the armistice -- I won't go into the old hard
feeling we had about being ordered by the Army Corps commander te
cross the Meuse River after he knew that the armistice was going_to
be signed immediately. He did, and at thet tims we were wild, all df
us, from privats en up\ to all of qs, becauss some of our units -

‘ were ordersd across— the Meuse River that

v’;xight and then the armistico stopped everything at 11 o'clock in the
Sl e A

morning, and we were nving at the Ggrmans. Then —doun and

leokﬂat our casuslties all over the laco.

nd we called it an @Wne-

22 )

necessary slasughtsr. 1 talked to

‘when he was the president of

f£081tadul. He was tallinﬁ me the reasons which wers logical te him,

that although tho/ﬂ?niaticn was about to be signed he thought the
pt-ssur. should be kspt on until the thing was absolutgly complete.
I never saw it that way. The thing was going to heppen anyway, and

g /(%W s 9%@ Ve it
~we were thers to prevent their coming acrosgy 1 still think it was

o AVE .
an unneceseary astion. 0Once in e uhilct§ou se8 unnecsssary aections,
/M foo /ZC cra— 4

and—1 don't blame if they have a good reason to do it at the

time with the informetion thay have. —
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Ther| ether and marchsd through ths lower pért of
legiu@%%ﬁy:;ja:::::d;:jilwgggg:gggggig;>whore my company occupied pa:r
of the east bank of the Rhine and a town called Leute¥sdorf. s were
//é/billet-d with the Germans, and jus; before Christmas 1518 I landed
at my billet with an architccq:»u;éégzlived in a rather nice house
with his wife and three daughters; he had a son in the German Army

who came sneaking around about a week later R -~ afraid I was golng

to capture him, I suppose, end make him prisoner of war.

e e R jQWe noadcd a pléco fa
put a mﬁos hall on the side of éﬁz;;—hilla where the vinsyards wereh.
The best placa I could eee was right whgra the vineyard was, and ]
said, "There is nothing there but a few grapss, tear' em uplﬁnd we'll
put the mess hall thers.” That was a vineyard that had been very
carefully planted eand nursed for I don't know how many yiurs, and it
wes & very vsluable plece of property, and nobody waes consulted. e
just pullesd up ths grepes and built one of these mess halls on it.

And I happened io be living with the man who owned this, ﬁnd he didn't

"hold it against me st all. In fact he came out and he helpsd on how
to build the drainage from the gellsy. I hops he got his money for
it, because he certainly did taks it liks a soldier! I didn't know |
you were supposed to take it up with anybody, end we didn't. Nobody

came after me about it et all. I suppose the Cerman people had to

pay their own people for their loss.
At 1 don't know how that worked out.

Noble: I think they did. I think they have a claim on their oun

government for loss suffersd 28 a result of enemy action. Persanal
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property is usually settled that way. They maey not get all of it,

but the government will usually give them esventually what it was wortl
Rt How long were you on occupation duty, Gsneral?

Nobles From December 1913 until -~ 1 think ~~ July 1919, when we
came back. I thought we became very friendly with the German
population, e tried te treat them fair, [ remember we didn't
allow our pooplo‘to use any local maat. They had such little meat !
during the whole war, and we got our tegular.moat béought up to us.
Our pesople liked te go and buy}fogally and pay big mone; for it or
go out and shoot semsthing and bring it in, buy e pig or somathing.
I know our non commissioned officers had gotten hold of a pig, and
were going to haﬁa roast pig. 1 remember I got word of it, and I
went in there just before the mess, where they had al} gbthqrud, and
thers was this roesst pig, snd right before the nhalafﬁz:;:dgll sald,
"Let's have thqt pig, snd take it right outside and dump it right in

the gerbags." The whole pig. 'Thoy'd besn smacking their mouths

You

Klenrrrin,

" about that for a leng time. . }
could have heard e pin drop. Se they didn't get any more fr-sgdnoat

after that. For years I'Ji seen some of those people esvery now and
then, and they'd laugh about thast pig! It got to be funny after
sbout ten ysars! (lsughe heartily)

Gs After ten years, 1 should say ., . .

Noble: But at the tims, Oh, boy!
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t What was the nature of your occupation duties?

Noble: Just to be in readiness. e were deployed, you know, really,
by units, by battalions, all across that whole line of the Rhine.
There was a demiliterized zone at va;ious places: cne half meon

/g)eﬁf thauw(’ Mrizae
Wi 1 think. Tha’French

arfpy around Coblenzy-.one around ”

had a sector, the British had a sector, and we had a sector. The
Garmanﬂjmara¢zbt supposed to come into that. If they did, we'd go
after them, and they didn't. There was e little strain in relations
there once when we had to go and man our perimeter, 1 romomber..
Thﬁt was one of ths things -~ marching on and manning th; pariﬁ.tar.
But the Germans immediately saw we meant businsss and gave way.
fleanwhile we juat sat in the villagos, drilled sach day, got
our uniforms in good shape, and the boys sort of meade love to the

maidens. Uhen we left I remember (voice trails off)

Let's ses neow. Now we are back in the States, I guess, aren't we

and World War I ie over.

G: Yes, air.

Noble: It sas a comparatively short war, we didn't do a terrific
amount of fighting. It wes severe, but it was new to the Marins
Corps. New to the Army, as a matter of fact. We didn't have an
Army that had known any fighting since the Civil War. Nobedy in the
Army had knoun.anything about it, had hardly fired a hostile shot. -
Ue wers really a gresn armed force. So was the Navy green, and the
Navy didn't have much fighting during the war anyway. They hed
transport sscort duty, and they had a little bit of anti-submarine
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busingss, but never got into any battls,

G: UWhen you came back to the States, was your company disbanded?
A/ﬁ/u @MWZ/Z’MM % ZW/W%

Noble: Yes. , Ue went to Guantico, and the company was disbanded and
A L O ST T )

sent home. I disbended ths whole company myself, and geve dischargs

papers to every man. Then I found myself all of a sudden -- [ put

them on the train, I went down on the dock there and waved goedbye

to all of ‘em, the whole crowd ef 'aem on one train. All fui Od%?wwi

1t And there you stood!

Noble: There I stood. Nobody but me! 1 remember at the time saying
to myself, “This is really a dramatic moment."” And I'd remind myself

. ,,Il/f"ﬂ Waﬂ%&%o/—ﬂo .
that it was really a drametic moment?" (laughs heartily)

Gs I imegine there were pangs of nostalgis there when you saw . . .
‘Noble: Oh, I felt like 1 was deserted. But then I went up to

Baltimore and got married, and we immedistely got on the S§ P erc——

mn to the Virgin Islands for

and sailed ocut of New Yorﬁh;"a
my first duty.

Uorld Wer I gave tﬁc Marine Corps another grsat advantage.
Right after the war there were enough officers who had seen some
fighting and had some idee about what it's all abqut.and where the
Marine Corps should be in the Armed Forces of the United Siatas,
what stance it should take, what sort of f® fighting we should

specializefd in, and we started our schools. And it was from a
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nucleus of people who fought ogver there that we got our instructors.
That's where we werse able to teach company officers, and that's the

way the Marine Corps Schools wers built up, and they became excellent

Aitihgio,

schools from the beginning. Very hard working schools ~~ both the

@ompany @Fficars’ @}mru and the fiald @ff‘icors'i@%e. An:i/right

) Aed owe eﬁvp
away it began -- particularly led by the Schools -and=woscing=by
Pl it - J/

> and students ~- to evolve certain special doctrinaes,

weys of doing things f‘or,@rinos in landing operations, and studying
landing operations, particularly, in detail, like Gallipoli and the

-Japanese operations.

@: 1 wonder, Gensral, how -- $he Merine Corps didn't make any
landings in World ﬁar I -- hou we got into this thinking end kind
of got off, you éight say, almost on a tangent, you know, the
formulation of the Schools, and fermingxef the study of - er, I

guses the Brithsh claseify it as a disaster, Gallipoli.

Noble: It uas; It was a disaster, and our army and thefr army and
"the French srmy were teaching in their schools, definitely, that
land;ng opsrations from the sea were impractical, that movemsnt from‘
ship to shors was too riaﬁy a thing io attempt sgainst any sizeable |
opposition, or any defensive area. Also, the Navy was convinced
that naval guns with thiir flat trajesctory were no goeod 16 support
of ground troops ~~ they never had been. The reesons they hadn't
been was they didn't hsve communications and their gunnery wasn't
good snough; they didn't have enough coordination. That's the main
reason, But there was this very strong misconception, both in our
Navy and in eur Army, about landing operations. VYet, wu‘%}rinos knew

we were slways Mtinn, which is a part of the Navy. Ue khew we wers
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the army of the Navy; e knew that any war in the Pacific wcuid
require landing opserations because you can't get there any other way.
Logic just plain built up, and that logic was built up ip the Schoeols.
And the school had to, and ths Rarine Corps had to, from then on, ove:
a period of a good many years, go to work as missionaries to cdnvince
the other servicee that that was true, and that landing operations
was a spscialty that had to be develgped specially -« much more of a
specialty than their river crossings wafa, for example. It had to be
developed, and the Navy had to work in on it. And so then we started
working out problems and sending teams to giQa theaﬁvprpblems to the
Navy War College. I was an the f;rat team that went there. Us took.
the students and staff of the Navy Wer College and we gave thoqf%toat
lonéffgndiﬁé apor;:?;ns.' And it wes the Marine Corps thst did iho
pressing ell ths'tino, otherwiss thers would never have been anybady
to do snything, and thoro wouldn't havo been any boats dsveloped in
Yhorrker tHaiartbifrind
the first place. e, devsleped=the boats, asst up the demands for thea,

/!

wrote the doctrina, sent it around to the Navy, had them write their
W(M_
comments on it, the captsin of svery ship and sll the squadronﬁ4and
"everything else from there on up. Then the board sat -- I was a
member of the board -~ to review (not onby to write it andjzrnd it
out, but to review it after it got back ), to<rewise=it~ It™F been

out a yesar. UWe took all thcir comments on it, and then vwrote the

doctrine.

End of Side 1, Tape 1, Session I.
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Tape 1, Side 2 - Session I - 20 mMay 68

R: Sir, in summing up your thoughts on World War I, I wonder if the
Ganeral would comment some on the relationship we had with the Army.
Some of thaeir thinking -~ in my reeding on it I find that the Marine
Corps was virtually left out; if the Army had had their way we may
not even have gotten to France, end on top of that, aonce we got there
they tried to keep the flarine {orps units separated so they couldn't

fight as a cohesive unit, with their own commanders.

Noble: 1I-didn't notice it so much in France. OF course I was pretty
. y7 o
far down ths line -- I was a company officer, beceuse we were

brigaded in theiigg/ﬂrmy Division. The division was commanded by,

L

first, an Army officer, and then later a A@rine o?ficer.~

;%@gf\jgk@f¢%b

Q: VYes, but don't you think that whth en. Le jeuns took over the

division this was just a stroke of luck on our part? [ mean, I don't

‘think the Army had designed it that way at all,

Nobles Actually, I thought it was rather surprising that we did q.t'
a marine there in command of the division, because ths athar two
infantry regiments were Army, alse the artilléry was Army, 80 thﬁ
great bulk'of the division was all Army, and I remember wvhen a marine
general got in command of it I thought that wes a remarkable thing,
and quite a feather in our cap. Why ws got enough prestige at that
particular time to be able to put alﬁ@rine in command of it, or to

get ons acceptsd, I don't know. I den't know what the leverage was,
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I1'd be very interested to know myself. I'd like to think that the
leverage was the fact that we had performed up to that time, =mnd
extrpmely uwell,

/d Vs 2 '
pre=roweeadten quite an enviable reputation, smong the fFrench esss.

aj%‘mq4pulled the irons out of the fire ssveral t;moa,

, _ Actually théré wéé a §raat deal :-mbéth
beforé.;ﬁ; war, duribg and after -- of service rivalry. And there
should be service rivalry. I am all for compstition. I think that
any outfit that isn't riyallad by somebody else is going, probably,

to slip a little downhill. It keeps everybody on their toss, aﬁd I

am all for it. I wase -reluctant to agree with the amslgamat ion
of the services that took p;aca'uﬁdsr tha Secretary of Dsfense for
that reason. And ths Mﬁrinea, being _an army of the Navy,
dealt with both the Army and tha Mavy. They did an Army job which

the Army was - jealous of, and we also served aboard ship and
did sometimes a Navy job that made the Navy a little bit jealous now
and then. And being a minority size service -- a small service -- us
of course were in for sniping from both the big giants, and that has
"happened since the history of the Marine Corps, 1 supposs, and I don't
think it's sver going to atop. A big frog is never satiated. If he
can eat a little frog he'll do it. And I don't mean to call the Army
people frogs, or the Navy peoples frogs at all -- they are not frogs,
they are very fine people. But tho Marine Corps is going to expect
rivelry, and they are going to expect cther people trying to usurp
their missions. First place, up at top side. HMost of that takes
place just in Washington, D.C. But that's not unusual. Every
Department in Weshington is dning the same thing with every other

Department.

Qs That's® right!
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Neble: So that's life. The only thing is, the little fellow's got

to be very eslert, he's got to knou his business, and he's got to beat

the other fellow to the punch. If he don't he's going to find himsel

absaorbed sooner or later, I thing the Marine Corps is a‘prstty big

thing for anybody to try to swallow in thess United States .now, and

to obliterate, because of the 1nt%rnatiunal and national reputation

that it has throughout the Cmes®:. I don't believe the voting
Anbuns Gty

populac34wauld evarYstand for the Marine Corps sver being played

out of side too far. It is a buildup corps elite, and it has an

advantage in the Armed Forces that you just can't géin_oyernight.

And it's of great velue for that reeson alons te the Arﬁed Forces

of the United States. It can maké fighting soldiers fast, I think

7
They.-Set the style of fighting in practically every war we've had

t;ifzzbﬁhan any other service. And they are real fighting Pbrces.

in my time. It did in World WYar I Por the first big battle, and it
made an example for other people to follow. It did in World War II,
the first big exampls; something for evsrybody to follow -- which
thay did. It is a symbols, it's become a symhel, a very valuable
thing for the Armed forces as a whole, It shouldn't be played .cwut
tire=wibndesn, it shouldn't be wasted. I think the voter will understaﬁ:

that very well, if nobody ‘»lse does.

G: Theank you very much, Gensral.

End of Side 2, Tape 1 - Session I.
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Seasion ]I - 21 May 1968

Tape 1, Side 1

0: Gensral, let's start off today with your assignment to the=&gﬁalm

Ammunition Dspot at Hinghan, Massachusetts. 1 always manage to mis-

ORI zA e

spell the name of that State. Wde thers anything unusual at all in
your assighment there, or would you just say that this was a normal

marine barracks type of assignment, with normal associated duties

and missions?

Noble: That's exactly what it wes. In my own mind I put the assign-
ment in the Virgin Islaends, which  just preceded this, and the marine
barracks in Hinghaﬁ, mhaaachuaotté, in one lump. It amounted to a
little over four years, and it was valuable to me as a whola beceause
that's where 1 got my experience in administration, in post adminie-
tration and command duties, which included discipline and a let of
direct dealings with the men for whom I was responsible, completely.

I also got experisnce that way in dealing with civilian officials

—I look back quite often to thoss four yesars because

although they were small cummand:?they.wuro independent, more ar less.

gt This is » fine point you've made here, gir ~- the fact that up
until this time in your career you had been, fortunately for yourself,
in the position of the cemmander moet of the time, which I think is |
real nice -« the fact that in practically your entire tour in France
you had been the commanding orfica; of the rifle company. This is

something. There aren't teoo many young officers coming aleng today

that can claim this.
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Noble: $%-1 always thought I was very fortunata in that respect,
very much so. Of courss a rifle company doesn't get the administrati
that a commanding officer Xha of even a small}@Lrina barracks gsts,
becauss bhﬁ#&—&gh?a the convening authority for summary courtSmartislg
and probably the deck court mertieds (used to be called deck, now
summary, I belisve), and he had to make his own dacisions and to make
his ocwnh peace not only with his naval commander but with the commandan

of the Marine Corps.

@s But if you could make a comparison between the value of command
the way you had it relatively sarly in your career, and the valus of
learning the company administration or the administrative processss,
could you give any weight to either one of them, or would you censider

them of pretty much equal importance?

Noble: 1I'd say the most important thing Por a person that age is
dealing directly with the enlisted men. That's the most important.
Now his other responsibilities in administration and dealing with
other people, is important, and the sppesxun opportunity to develop
hie own, you might say, stature as a sort of a commander, that is

very importent too, but I think it's secondary.
Qs Right, sir.

Noble: If you don't deal closely with the men while you are young,

£akw often later on you lose thp opportunity.

Q: This is so. Just by virtus of your rank you . . .
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Noblejy You gst more remote all the time.

Qs That's right, sir. 8y the time you become a battalion commander,
you begin to get remote Prom your men right thers.

sy
Noble: VYes, you begin to daa].?:xth Df'flcerSJﬂd certainly when you
become a general officer you deasl almost%sa_%y»/x;ith officers. The onl:
direct dealing you have with enlistsd men usually is with your driver
or your orderly, or somebody of that sort -- parsons who havse neo
responsibility at all cxcopt to kesep you on the track. I thmk that '
the real value of those small commands,- I think thare s a placo
for them, and I think psople who do not get them early in life ol

’ miss an experience that might do them a lot of goed later. -

0f course, like duty aboard ship -- which I had later -« it does
teach you to 'dcal with and live with other services, the

Navy particularly.

. @t UWe are thrown with thsm so much that I don't think we ever quite

get to the point where we reslly like it. I don't think I ever havo'.

Noble: I think it varies. (Pause)k From there I went as a student
to Quantice in the Company Of ' , which wes quite new at

ARSI

that time. I notice down hsre something about curriculum, and I've

tried to think what it was. I couldn't remember it, axcapt-

-a few things. I know they gave us a course in Navy Courts

& Boards, and we had a very definite weapons course, and we had a

very strong course in +dend tactics with mg&h probdems, which
Mo
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were taken usually from the Army School at fFort Benning. And we had
a course in logistics. That is about as far as I can remembear.

I know we worked sxtremely herd. I never worked as hard in my
life, in any other place at any time. We had a tremendous amount of
homework and didn't have time te do anything else but that, really.
It was vary easy to flunk ths course. The staff and the stﬁdants
toward the latter part of that ysar were di;ected by the commanding
officer, I remember, to think in terms of applying land tactice and
logistics to landing operations from ships. 1 remember they made
quite a point of that, tﬁat we must apply thess,. And then near the
end they would tack an a pioblsm in which you landed from & ship.

It was a pretty scrambled thing bécause nobody knew » great deal
about it. e had no doctrine to go on. BHut they took the sclutions

and the instructors studied them, and later on they came in handy.

They—gave=tiram a great deal of experience of what people. thought.

ds During this Company Officers’ Course, did thay go back and refight

the battles of fFrance, the battles of Vorld War I, and #gigﬂ-to point

out the lessons learned, this sort of thing?

Nobles Not a great deal, ms I remember.

Q: 1 see there'd be abgﬂigﬁgx yeérs betwqen the time World War I was
over and the time you actually vent to the School. I was just

wondering if they did -~ if they did go back and study those.

Noble: Well, they did in teaching weapons because ws had the same
weapons we used in World War I. And of course we had the same law,

and many things were exactly the same. But as far as land tactics
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were concerned, and our map problems, 1 remembar that most of those
were taken bodily from Fort Benning, the staff had gathered them up
from being ¢ studentlat Fort Banning -- the Army Infantry School.’

And later on in the S;ﬁar course, thsy wsre taken from the
Eoﬁmand & General Stafféé;#égi/at Fort Leavenwerth. They came homs
with their problems, and the School got copies of all their problnﬁs,
and they wers just used that way at first. 'ggl. Dunlap was in comman:

gpi G BMEL &
4 . .
of the school, and later dniGen. Breckenridge began to insist that al.
these things be transferred -- all these tacticé; all these problemS-.
. E — :- N .
be saort of transposed where tMe landing operations setting.

G: You believe thsn that the School was beginning to key itself to

the amphibious doctrine?

Noble: ODefinitely, definitely. In these discussions betwesn staff

and students, and in the directives, -—ticisk, of tﬁ;ygg ior officers
4 Wkl Coer o

very clearly,

wvho hed command, we were beginning to ses our +@
vhat it should be, end everybody was enthusiastic on changing our
school to be a Marine Corps school that taught this new thing called
landing operstions. MNobedy had ever written anything about it, as
far as I knou; wetd studié; Gallipoli very carefully, and sverybody
called that a complete failure, and they drew very erronsous
conclusione from it. The main erroneous conclusion was that

naval gunfirs is no good in supporting people going ashore, nor

after they got there. And the Navy believed it thoroughly. [ think:
we went over a little of this yesterday, and I don't want to repeat

too much of that.
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The other thing was, ysu just had no supply line. Everything
was too fluid out at sea, and you soon would bresk up or starve te
death. You couldn't get your ammunitien in, and you cou;dn't get -
big ertillery in to support you, and you were almost doomed to defeat.
Thfgeaas 2 very defeetist attitude throughout. England I know had it,
France had it definitely, and we certainly got it in this country.

There were a few of our officers, thoughk, that just didn't take

s

those conclusions at their face veluas. 2;F of them was Col. Barrett.

A

I ksep repeating his name because he was, efm of the original thinkers,

Col. farl Ellis was anothagfgﬁzf who died in the Bohins,.l bslieve,

righ after ilorld War I.

B: There's a lot of mystery surreunding Col. Ellis' death, isn't

there?

Noble: VYes, they couldn't find out for gquite a while what really had
! happenad to him, Ha went te one of ths islands thatfﬁxgiﬁndnr command
é of the Japs, and then he sort=cf droppqd out of sight. If was a
~myetary for quito'a while. Later on it was cleared up pretty well.
1 think he just died there of natural causes, and they gradually got
his body back to Japan andmapparently back home again.

s After your teour at the Company Officers Course as = student, you

Joined the‘iit Provisional Battalion of the\ﬁarina Corps Expadi&%ﬁpary

Forces.
\ RN

Noble: VYes, we students were all gathered into that for this exercise

on landing operations on QOahu. That was, I think, a provisional
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organization, and it was simplylto get us on the ships. e prespared
the paperwork ahead of time, I remember -- the attack orders and so
forth, -- and then we got on thess ships, finally got out end attacke
the north coast of 0ahu against the Army garrison thers. e were
vmfy lucky -~ we had nothing but stendard boats to go ashore with, as
I remember, and that north coast (I don't know if you know it or not)
is a terrific weather coast. It just happened that we just had a

very calm day. That's whers the big surf is, you know -- what the

surfers call the big surf. (e wers very lucky, I theought. ‘

else was a little apprehensive abgut it,' The Army didn't expect
Ro—

us to land on that moaatq we caught them almost completely by surpriss

They had a few outpoeste along there and that's all. We just marched

in, and went as far ss we pleased before we got any token cpposition

from the Army.

G: This 'was a fraa pley opsration? In other worde, therse wasn't

any script or anything?

Noble: VYes, headdsn we hed umpires who told you how far you could go.
There ware Army umpires, aﬁd 1 was met on the bsach by one of thenm,

I remember. I had a boat loed of people, and he said, "I am going

to have to declare that youm sre all casualties here, because thers
lpenabicee . Fe !

is a whole platoon sitting up there." I said, "We are gdragiment.

I am the sxecutive officer of a regiment." (laughs) He said,

————

"0Oh, you can ga shead hhunwm@h N ﬂ&wmﬂkbz-(hprcarimua laughtser
1

covers words)
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1'11 never forgset that!

Nghia: A first liar never stands a chancs.

Nobla: That's right! Well, wa got a 1ot out of that as a matter of
fact, and learned quite -a few practical lessons that we took back to
the classroom in Quantico, aftgr it was all. over. -That was my first
landing operetiona exercise, and I think it was one of the biggest
onas that the Marine Corpe had ever participated in, certainly ;n
psacetime. The Navy was beginning to take some slight interest in
it too. Heretofore they didn't want to get closer than the five-
fathom linma. But thesy began to tﬁink they had an interest in putting
troops gahora in various places for strétegiCal reasens, and that
pressure sort of came down from ths top toe. The resylt was that
we had psople trying to find out how to do it. This was quite a
valuable axsrcise as faer as 1l was conhcerned.

I came back, and like the rest of them took up our studsent
duties, and then in May 1 beceme -- as soon as 1 Pinished school ==

ad jutant-secretary, and stayed adjutant-secretary for !'gau years,

a lﬁw 1. yearsz from flay 1925 to July 1927, and I’

- the » school grow up, although at that time I didn't

participaté in the curriculum so much. [ was adminisirating, but

I got to see a great deal of the capébilities of tha/éariﬁe of ficars
who went through those claasas,'especially.my seniors n-vmy immediate
seniors -« because I kept the marks., And 1 will say this about those
people in those days: they struck me as being very much,nflindividuai;
They falt entirely free to say anything, to make any criticism to

whom they wanted -#%, about anything. Not necessarily their seniors,

but sometimes they didn't sven epare their seniors when their seniors
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veren't around. They were independent people. I think later on
Promotry

7giﬂelact¢nnAof offlcers taught them to be a little more diplomatic
as @& whaole. The punishment in selaction is so0 much more.savere,'
and it's with you all the time. In the days of seniority the only
way you could go wrong would be, you'd have to be almost a criminal
to get court martialed and kicked out of the service, otheruwise it
couldn't hurt your career a bit. It might.hurt thé commands you'd
get, but you'd go on getting your pay and promotions just the same.

That tended to make people a little bit independant.

i+ 1 daresay it did!

Noble: So a lot of them developed into characters. e called them
chdracters. Sometimes that was a mild name. But they a}l had one
thing in common: they had an extremely strong sense of esprit de
corps and a strong sense of loyalty and a strong senses of discipline.
That we did inherit, =2nd some of the very basic things wers handed
down to us. For instance, ths way to train recruits was handed down

to us: we havnsojlmproved onmit much since in our two depots.

Q: No. I had resson to go this morning over te the depot, and ]
stood. thera for five aor ten minutes and watc@ﬁ{%em on the grinder,

and it sure brought back s lot of memories to mel

Noble: It did, uﬁé Hasn't changed much!

Q: No sir, those drill instructers, they look about nine feet tall

and everything else. They've got a hard task, theugh. (Pause)
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After your tour at the Marine Corps Schools thsre, you went on
— v

board ship.

Nob et Yes, I was fortunate again. I got aboard the ups Ealifarnia

5£/K&?% a two~year tour as @ shlp'sAMarine officer. 0f course there [

did the same thing svery othear A&rxne officer did. You commanded a

dstachment and you had the usual/MLrine officer duties of any battle-
ahip, which<$?;fto command one side of the secondary battery -~ mine
was the starboerd side -~ wmd you were a control officer, and if you
c?fld qualify you were a spotter, and you were always the layw nfficor,
Awoktgﬁﬂjudga advocate of the guneral court martial, And you wers gquite
often the deck court officer, and the genaral adviser to the captain
on legal affairs. And for some reason 6r anothsr, the minute =
ﬂﬁ%rine officer stepped aboard a ship thsy'd~§§iﬂfﬁ;9§339!lg that
he was q/%z;;ar. and often thay weren't, but they had to just plpin
study. 1 hed all those dutiss, and I made many lasting friends aboare
ship. 1 had very pleassant duties. I thought that it was part of the
education of aﬁy/ubrine officer. I rsgret fhesa days that there

-aran't more large ships, like battleships.

Qs I think for a while they instituted a program for the CO 0%
detachmaent to have a two year tour, but the J0 was getting a one
ysar'tour. In this way they were able to send more through the
system. And like you say, ue do s0 much work with the Navy, we are
80 closely associated with it, that I think it does them all sonme
good to go aberxd aboard these ships and get some idea as te how the
Navy is operating, how they function, and most of all to see how thei:
officers think. They have a different thinking process from us,

and they have a different set of values.
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Ngble¥°77hgy have 8 different kind of discipline, which is good for
the Navy but wouldn't be good for us. That'sdefinitely true. Also,
if you are going to deal with any other service at all, extensively,
you don't went to appear to them every time they see you as a stranges
You should have the image of being one of them -- a little bit dif=-
ferent but not much different -- so that they'll be very frank and
friendly from the start. That's what duty with the Navy does for
marines, I think. You =imply become part of a crew of a ship, and
the Navy will always look on you as part of @he crew of 2 ship.. As
e matter of fact you were, you were working for the.ahiplaa much ae
they were -~ in the gunnery department, aihletic daparfmant, neas
department, the ceremonial department: as @ matter of Ffact you made
probably 50% of the ceremonial department; discipline dsparﬁmant.

So you rsally beﬁams in many ways almost a navel officer. I found
it very helpful later on in dealing with the Navy that I.cnuld spesk
their languaga and I knew their problems, and they knew mins, and

they knesw me, or knew of me. Ths Navy is a sort of closs corporation

e

in many ways, and they are sometimes almost cloistered,

And it'g quite separated from the civilian world.

That's mofe 80 than the Afﬁy, I am sure. Or the Air Ferce.

s+ 0Oh yes. Thae Navy spend an awful lot of time at sea. They vary
seldom are in paort, and then whan thay are they are usually axarclsing

all the time. It's a very demanding lifa.

Nobles Yes, and I'll say this about ths Navy. What they do thsy do
extremely well, I always thought. Their mansuvers aﬁe;tﬁg¥ can
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organize a task force and get it under way, with the fdll unqarstandin
of everybody and go out and sccomplish some mission thagf;éa:u?;st and
smoth operation. And they work at it. They certainl?}gork thair'
gunnery when 1 was a young officer, and they became very sxpert at it.
Thsy never succeeaded in making ma very expert, but they made me work

at it!

it During your time at sea dut;?;wsnt to Nicaragua as part of the

brigade dbun there. So your record indicatses. Cauld you elaborate

on that a little bit?

Nobla: Yes. They felt in need of more troops down there at the time
of elections. e were supervising slections with the troops we had
down there, and‘tﬁoy nseded more people, so they took fog temporary
duty ashore the detachments of the battle fleet hesre. e went douwn
for about seven monthe, I think it was, and we acted 28 a2 sort of a
geacrvo in case there ua:af;;&ES::VSandino activity or too much
activity at the polls. Ty did guarantees a very fins, smooth
slection. My particular duty -~ that is, my qetachment and myself ~=
was simply in the old conp??nd'at;Managua. I lived in the old
president’'s palace, and we just trained there as best we could

and waited feor sémaehing.to happen, and nothing ever happened.
Finally the elections went off very well and they took us and sent

us back to ship. It was & nice break in the eea duty, and a good
experience. I personally got to observe what I call twa things:

one is opcratibna in Central American countries, (and) at the request
of thseir government to help them straighten out their cléctiona and

form stable governments. The other was that I thought I gained a
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little more of an insight into the general attitude 0;%; Cantrgf(
America, and that sven goes down into South America, and of what
they think about the United Stetes, how they regerd us. I could -
feel that I could put myself in their shogs much more thén I could
béfnre, much better. <Al cuuldffr:f??fLéﬁat those little countries
are up against. They 8till are up against the same thing, almaatt
countries like Guatemala, Ecuqdnr,‘plalceé'of that sort.'jbdicatjﬂzﬁﬁ
that things are not very much different from whet they were when I
vent doun there in the 20s; generally spsaking the same attitudes
prevail. e have eabout the same image now aé we had,than, as far
28 I can ses. ihich isn't a bad image, as a matter of fact. In
fact I think 151 ort of ksaeps thnm on thair_track,ihguudadiuﬁb

One of the wisest bits of diplomacy this %ggzﬁtr ever did do
was to invite their young efficers in their earmed forces up te our
schools and ‘am give them their military education, and send them
back home, because the basis of power in practically all those
?oungpics is the military, and it will continus to bas, :;&;M?avo
% const;;utioqéﬂﬂiﬂu and sverything, but they can suspcndkﬁi in no
time. Quite often thsy heve military juntas that take over, and it‘y
not an unknown thing, it's regarded as almost normal. If the militar)
doesn't approve of the way the coﬁatitutienal president is conductinbi
the affairs of the country, @m they get together some of the higher ?
ranking offie.r- and dibido that it isn't good Por the coﬁntry, they
make no bones at all about going in and overthrewing him, thaen
sitting down as the junte and run it a whilaoﬂrgey think it's right,
then they step out and let them have elections and elect another
president. They thkm think that's quita‘::Zi:%JSfill today. I don't
say they think it's normal, but it's had lots of precedents and they
don't get shocked by it.
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e would be shocked in this country if anybad;4were prsaching
the overthrow of the constitutional government. Our Constitution and
sa forth. Thay don't think that way at all 4n some of thase countries

And they don't in France: they have a differant republiﬁ any time

s
¥Ry, enough strength to form onel (laughs)

Well, I am getting off on another sub ject. But it's part of the

education of e/&arino officer.
§: Yes sir, it is.

Noblet Let.2s see. In July 1929 I returned to Quantico and thers }
stayed with the Schools for three years. The first year I was a

student in the Field Officers' Course, and the escond and third year

1 was an instryctor thers in the F%lld Officers sERHSi!: Thers I
really was dipped inte tho/l - with ﬁhs pesople who were bbildinq up
the ship~tc-shore operations, the landing operations of the Rarine
Corps. 1 was with asome of the psople that did the most, the out-
standing people, paople who were thinking aheed and didn't accept
-any previous cenclusions un‘ﬁzz: tectic that had ever besn written,

. GHAL Gt Gy
or rumored or voiced areund in varioqs other schools 0$1°th¢t
countriss, @i owr ush. They looked et sverything with a question
mark. They didn't baliivo anything was impossible. I remsmber that
in the middle of that period we had ons instryctor -- Gen. Barrstt -- -

%’%s proved anything

who got up before the class and Hié sai&, "19
it's provan that landing cperations sven against oppos;tion sk 2L .
comparatively simple. It has also proven that keeping ashore '
and kaseping them fighting is even more difficult than the landing.®

 reised the prestigs of the paople who were teaching

Well, that
the logistics!
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Up to that time nobody %a thought very much about logistics.

You thought about tactics and fighting, and going around the right
flank and so Fforth, and making feints and su;prisss and carrying out
the rules and principles of war, which says very little about
logistics. But it turned up in this thing that logistics was a
terrifically big thing. The rest was moctly Qunnery and timing.

It wes recognxzed though, that in those operations, involving
ret-enxy two or three services anyway -~ the Air and the Navy, and
the land forces -- reguires a tremendous amount of knou-how toc even
'Athé orders, to provide'Fur minute timing at.ﬁscartain timq¢and blacw“

not only for the initial landxn? but plsc fo LDntaning to get the

stuff ashore to back €EEm Up4 - The ertlng UF rders and the planning

of one of those operations was almost a thlng they didn't know how to
do in the past: they just couldn't do it, it was too complex. HNow it
is still complex, but it is well understood by the officers, and they
can c¢o it, and they can make the timing, and make it come out, and
they know it's going to come out, and have some confidence in it,
and so does the Navy. That's something that in the beginning they

- just didn't have; nobody had any confidence in anything like that
succasding. {Pause)

Well, the school durimg that period really daveloped ths First
them

extenaive landing operations gggs problemf@énd yrote s
thomselvos. Leavenworth had nothing to dao with thiss these were
#!!!qnproblsm . And they gathered a lot af data that vas later

vorked into what we now call:g technigue -- the various dsetails of

it: communicetions, 'warFara, ship-share movaments, naval gunfire

air support and things of that sort. That was all fought over, argue

over and put into problems, ;s ewecommmmes. And finally conclusions
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were drawn, sxamples of orders were written as being workable. Later
on that was actually boiled down into a doctrine and written up as
such, But first all this had to be done, and that's whers the weork

was done. There wasn't any one man who did it. Thers were a few

that I considered outstanding, but that's not all the Al

were a tremendous number of marine efficers working on this and

contributing to it.

G: It sounds as thouph this was probably one of the mogst interssting

timas to be in the schools theras.

Noble: Oh it was! Definitely. Never before or never since has the
schoolg and ths people at ths schoels, felt the raeponsihility of

developing a wholé new form of strategy and tectics -~ developing it

It

80 it could be actually exercised. Z&F wn Uhne
vas new, it was plewing new ground and developing things, and you had
a fesling that you were really ;;}ng something worthwhile, because it

was very plain I thams viEinge 4% ses that any war in the Pacific --

‘which hadn't come up yet, but everybody expscted it would eventually.-
(Ve sven thought Japan would start it, it was very oabvious)-- had to be
that sort of a war, and Am;rica never had that kind of a war bororn.'
But we did have & Navy and we did have a fMarine Corps. And so did
Jepan. S0 we knew it uéuld be just attacking and defending 1sland
one right after another. And navies can't go by those islands and

some of them, encugh to

bypass them:; they've got to oun
be able to operate and project their power into other aress. 5o all
that was becoming quite ebvious. And it bacame obvious also at the
Neval War Ceollege. They gradually worked inte that. And so every:

year then we went up and gave what we call the Naval War College
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problemg which was a complete problag?;ixegfving one 1ocality,'anothe
year ancther locality. We would get up and give thet problem and it
would take all day to do it, with illustretions, slides, picturss,
everything., We fimally made mockups up naval ?ormations; and they
looked exactly like somebody had taken pictures at ssa. That was
very interesting to the naval officers, and all1 of that was 1nqra;n§nq
a consciousness of that kind qf warfare, which Jhﬁf;athor slow

TEEEnpwd in the Navy. It went much faster in thse Marine Corpi/ Ao
were writing all this stuff, not the Navy.

Q: VYes, I can understand why we would be a lot mote in'favor of it

than thr

Nobles Yes. I think we could see the snswer. Us wera in & position
to project the whole subject a little easisr than they could, because
we knew the problems of land fighting and they didn't. We also had a
smattering of what naval fighting ie, too, not becausse we participatec
in it, or not bbcauso se ware experte like the naval offfcers, but we

had peaple who had served with the Navy an their staffe and pn their

ships, and we did know the dif?icult;es that they were up against.

for instance in one chapter uwe wrote in tﬁdt landing operations

‘doctrine in the tentative thing that was sent out, and later in the

doctrine, called "Ship te Shore Movement", of troops and boats and

how to do it,ighét‘s almost completely a Navy problem, But such
things as rendez-vous aress for bosts in relation to ships, line of
departure, control vessels to control it, communication setup in
between, and the gunfire thet went with it -- all of this was

developsd by {farines. And it worked. It's the only way you could
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do it. In fact I wrote the first chapter and it's still the same
wording. Thet doesn't mean that I originated it. All this thing
was a buildup, but I was the guy that took the pencil and paper and

Aehvyr éd,

did it! (laughs softly) But I had an opportunity: I was on the firs%

board, @ W _ The élmmaﬂdant co:é;;?d/a board of us haadad by
( Mﬁdmﬂcr— gL frosy
Bargath, and thers were three of us altlge 8Ty to write a boa —e AN

he didn't know what to call it, & manual or something; we got augy
from the word manual later bechuso it wasn't a manual -- and we could
take all the time we wantod; it would have priority on any other

74 a/ Jf)i'M/f
efgnlsﬁusa;uwﬂ

duties we werse doing, aluaya, except, he said -~ was

the é;mmandant -- "You cen't have an indefinite time! Not indefinitel’
He said, "I want tp see somesthing that's good and plausible and ac-
ceptable tb.tho Navy and ths Marine Corps ulthin:é year. At least
within a year."” iell, we plowsd over it for abéut 8 ysar, over a
year, 1 think, Finally we came up with somuﬁhing, and then ae you
know we put it out to the Navy for another year for them to comment
en. 4§aa”§:leﬁgﬁﬁwff§ then [ wa:ﬂz&a}ha board of revision, which
took their comm-nts and rovisog4thn whole thing smuﬂizziurncd out

N
B in oxitt.nca when

el
that FTP fleet trainin WL was the enl;tﬁ;w@

the second war started. And on that was based all our landing plane

ning, and from that was written the rfff f@Q?miﬁh|§uLto carry it
farther, &Rd various technical details.

s It amezes me ;n looking back what a firm foundation we built
there, because to my knowledge thera's been very little -- well, I
can't recollect any major changes that have besn made to our first
plans feor landing, for opposed landings like that. And it Just
amazaes me that we came through with something that is so doggone

good. -
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Noble: lWell, it's fundamentel. For instance, it wasn't written

that it took a certain type of boat to de a certain thing. It was
written that a certain thing had to be accomplished. That's why boats
were developad that didn't change the doctrins a bit, that would fit
rigﬁt in with it. As matter of Pact the dactrine guided the devalap-

ment of boats.

@: Uell, later on we ran into some problems in the Pacific with ths
coral reefs and how to git across thoss, and as a result of this we

developed the LVT.

Noble: VYes. I was in on that. I have to tell you abnﬁt it, I guess.
Qs That's what I.uas getting around tol
Noble: ihers are we now?

-Q! I th}ﬁk ve are about roagy to go to Haiti.

Nobles Fine. And this is all on the achools -- we finished?

Qs I think we finished that, sir. You were in Haiti a little over
two years, from July 1932 to August 1934.

‘Noble: Yes, that's right. 1 was there when thg/@ﬁrinoe came out of
Haiti, which was almost 20 years aftar they went in. 1hlIIIﬂIIII¢

’ﬂh““ﬁﬁﬁﬂww'*uTTzﬁﬁww. Headquarters had appointed me

asaistnnt,‘%jutant and “nspector and sent me to Heiti ame their
representatbve Gikn- SN, to do the inspecting that was necessary
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to be done when I was told tgqbsvz;shington. R peculiar thing.,
Meanwhile I was to report teo the commanding officer down there,
the brigads commander, and do what hg said. I wore sort of two
hats a little bit, but I didn't pay too much attention to that

/QﬂjutantéZZmectar business, really. 1 went down, and then Colonel
Eguis McCarty Little weslbrigad! commander. I became at first the

sy

psrsonnel officer and the brigade inspsctor, and later on I fell heir

to being the chisf of staff, and then I was promoted to major without
pay. In fact my captein's pay was reduced 15¢. I didn't get re-
imbursed until after I retired right here. IAdidn't think 5{&::?3
be. There was a ruligg by the céﬂtrollnraganeral, and whan I was in
ashington I appeared befores the Bureau of the Budget and they all
agreed that I was right, but it didn't Fit in with the plans of the
President far the budget, and up until then they'd have to accapt

the céﬁirollnr—goﬁaral's ruling, that a promotion from c?ptain to

ma jor was an automatic prometion. 1 remember my arguments were,
fthat's automatic with having tc pase a mentel examination, exikt
written, a physical examination by a doctor, and get special sp-
pointmont-by the President and approv by the Senate of the United
‘States? What's automatic about any of thase things?" (laughs) And
g, they all thought it was

they ell laughed, TREpawE
a great joke. I'd made s point, but they didn't give it to mel
(laughs), I've tbld many an officer, "I tell you, you don't know
what‘:gﬁés until you've experienced a real cut-and-out blatant in=
Justice. After you have, and have had to swallow it, and taken it

and you don't like it, then you realize that you begin to get mature,.®

- . A~ .
Then 1 tell them this story -~aAthe Government still ocwed me monsy,

but I would nswer get it, hagmbewmbe

. UWhat knocked the whols thing
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| > .
in the head, €3 Poggone it, they didn't bring somebody before the

Court of !.'JLMM,). Mﬁ(" W/ﬂé{

C%; was all paid up by over 2000 dollars! (laughs) Right when 1

was in La Jolla, retired. About 19859, I guess, or 1960.
it I'll be darned.

Noble: Surprised the life ouf of me. My pet philosophy Kknocked in
the head. o
Where were we? Oh, in Haiti. There I learned how to play polo,
and I learned how te raca'horsos, jockey horees. 1 Qod'iho Pin-
American Cup with the horse that won the most races in a yaar; and
by doing so 1 plsased my commanding officer, whe was a groa('bnrcoman!
I also learned something about occupation of a faroigﬁ country,

what it involved. Also how the diplomets had to work because Gen,

IRy -

Little had a great deal of diplomaﬁic and semi~-diplomatic duties to
LA —

do in dealing with the flinister, not only of his own country but %?L
i ol .
other cnuntria%. Cut that off, I1'11 tell you a story.

Something that happened in Maiti was really of historical value.
Right toward the end, shen we were sbout to get out of the country -
and I think that would slmost always apply to lots of places whers we
are nccupyidg -= and they were planning to get cut, there is always
a rumor that runs around that you ars very unpopular and the oppositic
is going to take this opportunity to throw stones at you and maybe
shoot et you and everything elsaea and‘take the credit for dri%ing yeu

out of the country, and showing how unpopular you are. Well, it ges

Gl
. got some of <l higher-ups a little bit nervous about it. Thay

didn't know, nobodyhad any way of being sure just what ths Haitiane
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thought, you know. e thought we were on good terms with tham; but

now that we were going to leave they, see the old rattlesnake haq4its-

of b flesg b
ﬂthought Sy aumetd  have some unpleasantness, and they

fangs/ Grnbriihae,
even suggested that the last increment on the ship, inat;ad of going
at the time we published to go, move the night earlier. And I
remember | wes a THEBw standout, the chief of staff of the brigade,
against any such stunt. "iie = A
playing and'thn flag flying,kﬁ{ )

they want to throw stones they can throw them. We are not going to

sfmy out -- 1 ssid -- with the band

&'i&ikgwn march down there, and i¥

gheak out of the country after 20 yoa:sl!"' And thuy,imquiataiy sauw
the point. They wers apprehensive and sverything, but éhey saw it,

gw. Even if something does happan we can't go snasking

., and instead of

around uitR?faiyﬁgntmuun our Iigt. S50 w%v&“
having stonas threwn at us there were flowers: it was ths darnest
thing you ever saw. You would have thought it was triumphant people
coming home from the wars. There worg4Haitians alongside the rosd,
the automobile went down with the Minister in it, and with Gen.
\}ittle, and thiy had abig battslion of the Qgigg d'Haiti down at

the dock. They gave h;;ﬁ;éigSUIi honors,(ékcnpt the guns up in
the fort didn't go off. Right in the middls of it he had to cut
it short. Ue went down, Yot unﬂship'and that was that., But that's
jhst another tale, that doesn't have any historical vslus. You can

cut that out leter. Doesn't sound go0d Lrylsss.
That was all, and it brings us to 1934,

"1 You find yourself once again back in th-jé%ﬁutant aanZKZ;ectar

') epartment at Headquarters Marine Corps.
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fioble: Yes. There I had all kinds of duties, as everybody does,
One of them was ~- 1 sge it down here -- revision of the landing
operations manual. That's true. The other one was erdinary duties

of thaéggigﬁgptégf;pactnr‘E%partmont, at first. And at one time I

was in charge of allgfunorals, M. , cf/zkrins officers in

Arlington. And I met ell the wiqqys, told them how much pensaion

they wers going to get, and did?éﬁﬁ*ﬁint a §uard.ahd band at Arlingtos
and so forth, and arranged this. I did that for about three months.

That's the most dopressiﬁg duty I ever had.

§: 1Isn't it theugh?

,mmnammgshmn_mua&¢mmmm&nu@smnnw.

d: This flest\landing exercise in Januery bf‘,’37 -=- was that a.. .« 0

rerrheve~tn, look into that

“Nobles Thare'a_sem-EaQ:: eft out Harer

for the next time. This“ <~ Septemb £ 134 to June 137, that's thres

ysars -- I uasigufgaju%%ﬁ“m

¢ wwﬁ-pwm 15

fﬁ?wdﬁbﬁ?%mﬁnt -all that time, 1 think

rATTRN

and then I think I-went douwwtow‘ho schools. Yes. And had duty with

the 5th marine ruginant. That wes e 2nd “battalron-5th. marinos.

That's the tagincnt./ And .« o0
//

2

Q: That u::/lﬁ/auly 1939 that you were aséig&%ﬁxte . .+ e

Noblty////;t's right, and then I succeeded later as 2Ehmanding of-

ficnr“efmthnwﬁthvm&zinas. e had more maneuvers down ig\iﬁq%Carlb-
-4; then I shifted

drot..as, M

L(=

f‘gan. Th-nmnmaanowupwbam%wsﬁﬂngtonTMM
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~to Plans & Polities. So you ses, that whole toq;zggm.d—-
the Marine Corps 206 tre Sig marines, that all
came in betuwsen.
Then after

into the 3rd division out here;h"

~the war. That was

b€tore the war. That's the uax}it was.

7224L&L5 iy after thatlékjutant 2ﬁépantor duty -- I don't seem to ]
ﬁ{« / | z%aéég;é£:7w“
remember J'lest landing j@Xercise number 3. I think I went ou}1

as an cbsprvar.
Gt Probably so.
Nobles They landesd on San Clemente out hera.

Gt Is this the landing they made at San Clemen¥e where ihay utilized
ﬁ%rinos carrying flags to represent battalions and regiments, thinge

of this nutura?

"Noble: I think we did.

Qs Uas this a Jjoint landfgg with tho'Arﬁy? Or just by the Marin;a? |
Noble: I dqn't tﬁink aé. I wasn't connected with it, oxéept to
observe it, and write it up and take it back, which I did. 1 didn't

stay there long, just during the exercise.

Qs After that I assume, looking et your record, pretty socon after

that you went down to the barracks st Quantico inte the F-3 sactien.

i

2y

Noble: 0Of the schools.
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§: 0Of the schools, yes, sir. And that cdnatitutad about a two-year

tour.

Neobles Well, F-3 section and assistant commandant togatﬁar. Buttrick
Ttmre, -+ '
was the commanding general -« Brig. Gen. Buttrick. That was in June

of 1937, until June of 1939. That's two years.

Q: VYes sir.

Nobles I wes chief of the F-3 section for the first year, sbowe,

and @EEEF sssistant commandant for the second yearpnamﬂ Gen. Buttrick
was the commending general of the schools. The schools had advanced
a great deal then. e had then a vary fine gunnery department, with
a navalcommander as the head of it, angﬁén assiatant or two. Ue

wera getting naval officers then as students, more than 'we sver did
before. And they were working all their problems, it wasfuch more
advanced, all their problems were much more advanced, more like it

is now, 1 imagine, except it's more Pancy now and they've got more
libraries, more references, more ;vetything -« hetter, 1 suppose.

But yeu work just as hard. The funny thing about a school, it do-sn‘i
deond so awfully much on your éutrounding,an your housing, or aven
your training i/iads, as it does on the peaple you have there. If
you've got good instrﬁator- we you've got a good school, even if it's
in s barn.

Well, what do you want me to . . .

End of Side 1, Tape 1, Session II.
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Session Il - 22 May 1968.

Tape 1, Side 1.

Noble: I was very fortunate in being able to join the lst Marine

Brigade, Fleet marzne Force. Gen, R.P, Williams was in command, Qen.
f R e e s

t Barrett had the &5th ﬁmgimant, and Lt. ColV-Clemsnt had the lst Hattal-

RN TR N i

Ton oF the 5th Merines, and 1 had the remainint’battalion -- the 2nd
'g;ttalion. That constituted just about all of the organized Fleet
Marine Force the Marine Corps had at that time, except that there was
an engineer company, a headquarters company énd thﬂ:a regiment of
pack howitzers, and I.don't know qhethar they had a battaliaon or

two battalient@ﬁmmn!mh But that was it. \When the war cams slong,
ogn this coast at least, we had to make the lstﬁggrino;z2vision and

many other traops that went with it from cadres really out of those

two battalions,

s You were here at Camp Elliott, weren't you?
' et

‘Nebles No, £B@b was before. This was in 1839,

Qs You were still down at the rocruif%ﬁﬁ depot?

Noble: No, in Quantico, Virginia, and I had the 2ndfglttalion. That
< o '
was the sstup in Quentico on that coast. On this coast they had a fes

units, but they hadn't quite organized the 6th ﬁnripgsyat. I don't

know exactly when they were organized, but they came later on, when

Gen. Molcomb was Gommandant. 1 know at the time he saw me he said,

| "AL lest, t we 3gubat the best rugimant organized ageain!"” He having
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Laes during World War I!. (laughi

served, ERENER

We did a lot of experimenting while I had that 2nd Battalion S5th

/ﬁarinas, in many ways. e experimented in boat guns, as to whetﬁnr 0:
not it was profitable to Pire at shorf targets as you came inaﬁﬁﬂi
the leading line of boats ﬁ%?%ﬁﬁ; were deployed at sea. Uhethser we
should open up or whether we shouldn't, whether we could ni hit any-
thing or not, or keep their heads down. And we did a lot of practical
experimenting with that. I don't know if maxmy maﬁy paopls knew very
much about it. Ixdemik ‘I know down in_Culebra when we went on
maneuvers we stretched a long targetclgig for about 100 yards aloﬁg

the beach, and as thu.boafs came in,(éa had mounted boabiguna,'ahich

uers rna}ly maqhino gunajin the bo&) as we came in we opensd up and

-

And ws determined

firad& o
thse rangs at which boat guns were effactivs@-mmﬁ:zi was much farther
than I expected. H®ER wzluado many more hits in that long strip ef

taﬁ?gigth fhan I axpected we would. And thét with the boats pitching
up and dewn in the open sea. 50 we determined the panges at which it

was prefitabla to opnn up, usually, coming in, and about -how effaective

¥ heads down ashorayfgf~ ? thera always

would be a small gap from the time eny gunfire lifted off the heach
to the tims the bong/ﬁ}oqued. te thought that was e kind of a
vulneraeble time, and unless somebody was busy with those people,

they'd be looking at you and first thing you know s noting at you.

That was the whole idesa. But that's the first timg1ﬁmhﬁwfﬁfa‘”

'u;ag far as I know. It might be interesting to that extent.
Then we did e lot of experimenting with infantry, firing their
rifles and automatic xim rifles at eirplanes -~ at towed targets,

of course: how much to lead them for how far they were away,
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measuring on a thumb how long the plane was, the direction in which
it was going, and how much he'd lead in order to hit. And we got a
feirly good overall rough idea to give infantrymen. Before that time
it was considsred more or less unprofitable to shoot at airplanes.

In World War I we wers told not to do it bscause ws never seemed to
hit any of them. But with thess automatic weapons I notice that

they are doing it over in Viatnam and they are knocking douwn planes

that way.
Qs Thay certainly are.

Noblae: And we found too that it would bs profitablo to do it, unless

it was much more advisable to hide and not let them see

e whare you were.oealest

Then we had some landing exercises while I was with the 2nd
BT

(bittalion Sth fﬁ$;nas, down in the Culebra-Vieques area. [ liked
ad. th g8 . isgues. .

that vary much because it gave me a chance to either have command
of an element of the offensse or of the defense. . Actually, inasmuch
‘as there weres only two battaliona'iﬁ the regimonth;;wgég&%gt had one-
and I had the other -- no matter shether we had x battalion manmuvers
oppossd, or the brigade haa'rogimontai maneuvers, or bflgada maneuvers
or division mnnaﬁvora, it wound up with one battalion against the
other svery time! Clement and I were friendly enemies for the whole
times we'd gu out and fight each other all day.
And then thay‘d talk about it -- the colonels and the gonarala -
about whathsr they won their battle or not. That was all constructive
“I1t was down in Culebra at that time that I -- and I believe it
was the first time in the Marina Corps -~ as a task organization to

defend the island of Culebra was given aperatiqnal command (contrel
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I guess you'd cell it, operational control) over a squadron of sub-
marines, and I forget how many naval aircraft in the defense. And
I was able to write them orders and they had to carry them out. I

thought it wes wonderful for a/@arine officer to have that much

auﬁhnrity@?h&urﬂmn4~£454wﬂ02%5
Qs How in ths world did they sver let you get away with that?

Nobles WBl;,‘that was as%gtteorganizatian we set up to dafend .
Culebra. e had people out offf"board ship to attack the island,
and [ Héd the defense, we=swd my battalion, plus a few other little

e were getting inrormatiun ell around from aircraFt and frona
: gineass
Percaﬂ And we. knew

submarines as to the progress of thagwiﬁﬂﬁéw
about wherad.ﬂ‘b umta.,, lé/ tracksd tham and we hsaded them off, and
all that was done from onshore at my hagdquartnrs at Culobra. And
as a lieutenant colonel I felt real good about that, because the

Navy was very jsalous about letting anybody alse command sven a

rowboat, GREENERE.
I don't know that anything alse of any great importance took

place while 1 had the 2nd ﬁ%ttalian Sth marines, but I regard it

as & high spot because there were only two battalions to be had in

tha Marine Corpé, and to get command of one of them sven for a short

time was took Quite a little doing. I don't know how it happ.n.d

that I got it, really. They must have run out of marine officers!
thile I had that battalion I did have the job of the markere

and scorers detachment at Camp Perry and was abls to sse the national

took the whole battalion out

matches one summer. e WSt

there.
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Bs Let's digress just a little bit dn this note here about the

national rifle matches. As you know we've been pretty well forced
to pull out of that now, and I was wondering, General, what's your
opinion on that? Do kXiw yeu think that the Marine Corpe‘supporting

the national rifle matches was of some velue to it?

13

Noble: It csrgainly was at that time; it‘gave us ganationa]
in the first place, and we got a little contact with the Army and

the civilian rifle groups that did the shooting out there in the
national matchea; And also the nationel matches in which the Marine
Corps always had a team aégé?on quite often the big cupé, was @ very
important thing to,th34MQrino Corﬁgp Ye didn't have very many
impertant thing:whawzzé”zrally: that waé one of them, and we thought
it wee valuablej 2} didn't teke up much tims. [ don't think 1 was
cut there over a month, maybes 8 little over s month. It co®t us a
tiktei little Qoney, yes, and the Marine Corps didn't have much money
then. e were always scraping the bottom of the barrel for money

until World War II. From then on it seemed like we had plenty of

money.

iy They still yell,"lWe need more! Ue need more!”

Mobles: Yes, that's true.

Neble: You left 2-5 and you then became ths commanding officer of

the reéimantr

(o Colrnil)

Noble: VYes. 1 succeeded in command Gen./Barrett as commanding

ik

officer of the 5th &%rinas, in May 1940 to May 1941. Gen. Barrett
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went on to Hesdguarters -- he was a colonel then -- and I belisve he

was chief of Plans & Policiss then, Brig. Gen. H.M,., Smith relievsd
G

Aaﬁ?-cen. R.P, Williams in command of the brigade, and that was rather a
© :

;;;:w?g?MEWWﬁwmwwgaith because that brigads became evantually the lst
Aﬁarineuﬁﬁuisian, and he grsw up with thaédfrom scratch, and from that

ARG

hae gre& ip with thajgﬁphibiousfg;rgs of therpécific, and he never

left)command from then on. N e P e S R O R ey Ry

i

Seems to ma that fii o iigada was the only command he sver had that

I know af“44/%”““4ﬁt/é9,%¢’tf1224

1s iell, I guess he Ffelt it was better to start at thé'tap, and why

‘worry about the bottom.

Noble: Well, somebody slse thought so too, I gusss, (laughs)'

bescause they are the ones that assigned him.
Nt He was vary fortunate in the life of command that he actually had,
Noble: VYes, he was. Once you get in something snd it's growing

there is very little room for change as long as you are doing it well,

We had another maneuver after Gen. Smith was in cammand,'and 1

think it was called FLEX-7,

T T

Anyway we went down to Culebra and VieQues again, and Adm. King had®
ot s IR AN 42 D TR TR TR

the fleet down there and we worked wihh'him. And we bullt the camp
at\Euantanamo Bay -- lsvellecd off all &toa® hills and peninsulas thers

in the Bay with our own anginadr company, and put up tents for not
only the Sth ﬁ%@iment bgt for the artillery and the headquarters and
brigads headquarters, things like that: we had quite a camp going

thers and we wers very proud of it.
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And that's when we were cailed upon to organize the lstégavilion‘

I say wet I was regimental commander, and Gen. Smith was called upon

I know we built up the -- I guesss it was the 7th

to organize it.
PRty —
fefimrebpy, there. And we had a very smooth system of using the old
D
unite like the 522ﬂﬂﬂ£$ans to cadrs the nsu regiment right alongside.

Qs I was going to aek you sbaut that. They utilized,theykind of

split up the 5th in order to form thes 7th.

Noble: VYes, but nothing wae split up. Actuélly at'thq end of,th.lr
short time -« 8 nonthbur two .- th- two regiments were ;qually strong
and completely orgenized. And'thn way it was done gsnerally ~; I dnﬁ'
know if it's usually done that way, but I think not -- was, when
annuﬁh recUits or'mon, ehich were sent from headguerters, of all

ranks and specialties, when they arrived, for example a 8ompany -- if

you wanted to maks a cadre of a cempény -« you would make the mother
Gmﬂkwﬁ%©%£W’ JP
company fill up all of ite platoanidoxactly even, non commissioned

D

(4’4
officers and everybody else. Then an,‘of thos

IRy i e
j?ta N one:
4 ., ’
& 2./%3
i

po intp ths new r!gildnh, - T —— R B e
wig 7&ntu

e A< ¢ . 4
;;Lg;me“”"”a’“*“”“diatrihuta ke
. A [0 . ‘ |

ezplataons like %B did before. The other regiment NitEe Pl’toﬂqﬂnith.

h- and reorganize

ths required number of corperals, sergoénts and avaiything else, and
- e, R

And the psrent organization, they weren't digged inte

i ondit. one oV Mtete
arm of their unall4unitg. at didn't apply to senior

non oommissionsd officsrs or officers, of course. But it did te all

down in the infantry and also in the batterisa. And it's a very
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)

smaetﬁﬁmay to dc it. Then the camp of ths other regiment right aleng-
é:ays, the—other wﬂt’l W»Q /‘m(‘/‘wﬁ

fChrem and they are ‘

side youra. Heavena, inside of

raeeu&%—eampaay, they've got theirs 5§

ready to go out on mansuvers, really. They are complete units,

Q3 Did this take place at GQuantanemo Bay?

SRR,

Noble: VYes. I think it kept on taking placse until tTuss=buldrm

~“WWw-thoy came back to'thn States, but thers was

a llttll rotrcgrcu:ion. I'd left the division, but- thara wes a little

in the Unitod States h.cnuao when they got back purt
of them went to Lejeune, I think, and part went dawn to Florida er
some place, nnd they wers sort of split up for various reasons. And

part snnt to Qulntica. There was a little atal.mata there, and I

RSN

i and then wﬁ was built uefagain.

forget tho reason, &
ﬂﬂﬂﬁ;S;no units for the 2ndL§&yiaian and also the 3rd{dlvision were
formed ths sameé way in the United Statos. I was atiﬁkadquart-ru at

the time.

I don't know anything elss we did at Guantanamo Bay of :gy note.

I left it in May 1941, andZumm= ® to Uashington, e was assigne
Mm-1, which was the materiel ssction division of Plans & Policies. I
know'nothing about that at all and had no'oxp-rianc. with procurement
of any kind, or policies of procurement, and that was just tho_tinu
when we would really have tc make some big decisions on procuremsnt
because we knew we were right in the war. For example, what kind of

8 gas mask would the Marine Corps have? e ware also in the midst of h
throwing the old World War I pack overboard and adopting a nsw pack.

1 put a lot of time on that, and the new pack really grew up from a

boy scout's pack, which was a much better one than the iiorld War I
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thing, which was a backbreaker. Uell, we had to get that, and we
Helonls
to buy for the Marine Corps.

had to decide on what kind ,of SEIEECHAEEE

And boats, and amphibian tractors. That was the time when we were

trying to arrive -~ and the Navy was too, HE
at what kind of boat to take on the transports te put the troops
ashare in. And the boat guns for them. We had already docid-c that

they were a profitable thing. 1 think later for some ¢ ase - wel

1 think I know the reason, or, the ramps get in the way
fer one thing. But of course we always had in mind a very heavily
defended place which you had to attack. Now that we have the

amphibious tractors we habs have much mess wider choice ‘on whéra we

can attack, and unually can avoid the hoavy dafonsus. That 8 anmc-

For ingtance “THilEmentsa
ﬁuﬂﬁke/awu£

‘2 A to Cepe 6ay and tZiod!nxbuat out many c¢ivilian boats that were making
bids for sdoption. Ue stayed there quite a while. Wa/all(liVnd in

a bsach éettugd. and sxperimented with the boats that'ﬁﬁﬁgusgought
_in  «- mator hoat:gﬁhaor all types and kinds. None of them had e

}&qﬁ:amp in the bow.

ramp, soms of them, but to.walk down, carry a little cart or scmething
. ’

®e=for taking troops ashors. They had a small

but nothing like the bigger ones later. They had a lot of spocd4§;&
.ghoso things, snd we even experimented with catamarans and aleo boats
with aAsart of sled battuﬁ. T:-y u;rn high pou-reé and had lots of
speed that would get up to 30 and 40 miles an hour on smoath water,
but the miputes we fook them out on the ocsan they'd nearly brsask

your neck. fgettcr of fact I went out ene day when the man who bulilt

i -
i&kand owned it was demonstrating it, and we hit sort of a medium ses

out there and he broke his arm, threw him up in the air and came down
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Another day I wontogﬁ thers --

ot ,
&% the bottom,#HE
another/%&rine and myself were in the bow of the boat with a 30 pound
anchor. e all went up in the air, the anchor and the two humans.
e all ceme douwn together at the bottom of the boat, but‘nobody got
hurt, not even the anchor!! But that was very interesting.

It was also during that period that I na§ sent down to Cloar-

water, Florida, to fes follow up on Donald -Roeblimg's extension

inventien of the amphibian tractor. He had built it in his garage,
and it was reelly working/ It was clumsy, he had a lot of trouble
with salt water getting in the fiald of the bearinga, and he had

LINK
representatives from 77h%@2-u

,Chain ae‘f‘?‘"
Borg-Warner -- many of ths big corporations down there. S50 we would
hold conferences at night and go out in the tractor in the diytimo
and pile through mangroves, and axamine it, get under it and over
it and fool with it. 1 did that for a week and I had the time of
my life befors I went back to maahlngtén! |

But from that gfnu the amphibian tractor. I t pack in
Gashington for 8 whils, and in due time I r.membothho proaidontéﬁf
- g¥ Borg-Warner Corperation came there and called me emong others
before him to see whether or not Berg-Warner would go into the
manufacture of -mpbibian e%-etéraf Uu%aho wanted to bs sducated
on what we were going to use them for and would we really use them
if we gat into the war in the Pacific. I remember I talked sbout
it for two houré,'and he prodded me on that. At the end of tha%,(ﬁuat
"to show a man that has the money end the power to epoﬁg>he said,
"All right, our corporation will go into this, and 1'l1]l ssnd down an
engineer section to develop this tractor into eur own idcn‘of what
will do the job. And we'll open up a shop here in Washington and

we'll come out with a plan in a month or two, which we will submit,
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and then we'll be abls to go ahead and set up the machinery for
manyfacturing it.%" And that's exact;y what happened. I learned latei

he only put about 5 or 6 million dollars in it, that's all, right out

of the pocket of the corporation,

i, Didn't take much time doing it!
Se, education of a/@arinu officer. ’

Q: WESQ thers any other unique pieces of equipment along that time?
You menticned the gas mask and ths LVTs., Any other piece of oquipmoni

kind of unique to the marina Cerps that came along during that time?

Noble: Of course the development of the boats aﬁd the pack. Those
are the only thinge I can think of right now. The vary interesting
thing wes that during that time the Marine Corps adopted such fancy

things as a wardoq/v/ to have e WEEgEM wardog unit. And-also para-

fﬁ@”mhnd'fhay had parachute training, and

id
3 be real .aad)( at jumping., And " . battsli(ma-’- A

chute battalions, which we

I agreed and recommended sverything -~ almost sverything -- that we
.did, except I recommended strongly against the mardogf formations,
strongly againat the parachute battalinns, strongly against tn.'aﬁliik
And I was defeated on all three things! There was quite a bit of
politice in with this. It seems that the President was very much
influenced by an Arny officer -~ I suppose it was an Army officer,

Nationa} Guard or something -- who was ‘a particular friend of hig*(
6&\’ L\////fﬁf’
named Donavap, and he s-nz Donovan over to ses how thiﬁ’eritish

G
thought about this warbgnd so forth. And Donavan went over and caems

back with the idea that you must have wardogs, and ySu muat have
AR (AT
®. You .:ganizn pecple

parachute battalions and you must have rae

to especially go and raid someplaca;jtHey have to learn hos to swim,
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;ﬁﬁmgwmumé
and learn how to do this, that and the othen. It was just sexactly
whal marines were taught te do, nothing new, & lot of fancy nomene

AL
clature on sverything. And elso Donovan witwe to be placed at the
APyl .
outfit, in which he

haad of the organization of this speciel

would have his pick, carte blanche from ths Army 8he Nevy or Marine

Corps, and use Quantico as the base, and he wbuld have a8 little Army

all of 2;@ own -—Athat's wvhat he was aftart

én é; _ .

T O B . The mmandant a? the Marine Carps’%zft- a.letter
/ :

against it, went to ses the President ageinst ity ﬁﬁdhnld it off

for a while in abeyance and then HE-pushed it again, and then the

é;mmandant wrote ~- 1 wrote one letter for him to sign,'which hes did,
: : G

which was quite strong, against -~ I forget what it was -- tho4aulﬂﬁﬂl

s

at that time. They wersn't called the iqidéré. That's my nomen-

//
clature. I looked it up 4n the dictionary and thought it was sort
of American, ] first thought of rangers, and then § thought raiders
sounded better. Latar on doggone if the Army didn't organize some

rengerst! And eof eaérto Rno:ovnlt's s6n got put with the raider

battakden azzgg ith ancther one or our sort of . . . well, ie sort
7 .

4ﬂf”ﬁ§§ thcy began to ask for additional equip-

ment, spo;fal squipment. I remsmber young Roosevelt cameg up and ;

L
got hold of Ickna,wuho waw-a Cabinet member, and Ickos gHae - hiql

carta;n typs of radic that he thought was fine. nna¢2%¢é?¢a¢eﬁézﬂ7
Abrormomendd

came to mes sand ] bucked; I uouldn't'ﬂ!@,any special kind of radio

. of a man unt

for those particular battalions. But I think they got them just
the same, bscauee the Secretary of the Interier Jua§1turned them
over to yfli young Roosevelt, that's all. I forgset hew many radios

there were -- mobile radios. So for a while they wers equipped with

special radios: not Marine Corps equipment at all.
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The whole businaée darn nedr got smack out of the Marine Corps.
I was against it in the beginning and I hedged all the way through.
And I kept on so strang that ] believe I was instrumental in 2 small
way to get them abandoned, te turn them int%_in Jﬁf?%d;hich they
should have besn,EE; They wers adopting all new kinds of theories,
you know, and discipline -- lack of discipline: ths officers would
eat with the men, stand in line with the men, and they took thair
cue from the rising cemmunist army in China. It was sort of a ‘
halfway red cutfit. It sesemed it didn't affect the men sc much.
After we put them back into the infantry whsre they belonged, tﬁn
men turned out to be very geod anyway, all thrbugh it. -Bdéft:

officers had got wild as rebbitsl
G: They really got carried away with the plan.

Noble: I thought so, yes. O0Of course we had somp good officere in
thers, but most of them Just didn't havs un%4diéciplina at all.
They found it out, of course. I wae definitely ageifst the
-organization in the Mapine Lorps -~ and I etill am -~ of any intra-

Marine Corps d Corpe d'élits. That's all right for a nation. It's

all right fer the Marine Corps to be the Carps‘d'éliie of the Armad
Forces of the United States, but we didn't need ons of our own. e
are small enough, or uagn, to have an esprit de corps as a whola.

We didn't have to have the esprit of sems littls old outfit and

wvaar a certain kind of a beret or something. I am not taking a sling
at the Green Berets of the Army: 1 guess if they need them they can |

have them; but I don't think those things fit in the farine Corps

at alb, even big as we are. 1 would be against it sven today, I think
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@: About the closest we have now are the force recennaissance.
companies, and some of those guys get carried away with the program
too. They think they are the grsatest tﬁing. In my contention,
you takaea any goed‘infantry battalion, any and infantry plateaon,
and it will do anything you esk of it, so why do you nesd énything

batter than that?

Noble: I can see where you nsed apecializad training sometimeSfor
certain things. But _the trouble eith this corps d'éiite businasse
is y) FERIINGEEESIe. your regular infantry and dilute them of ths goed

men. And everybody that's left in the regular infanﬁry‘uill fesl

that they must be nuaﬁcr 2 or they would have been picked £e Qo

with one aof these fin- outfits.. S0 you just dilute the self respect
of everybody else, and that's a very dcfihita bad morale thing to de.
I was against thase things for that reason. Of course a.parachute
battalion, I couldn't forsses whether it would ever b% sed ih thess
islands. @ho was going to drop parachutists in thess jungles?

s knew what those islands wsre sll about. And then feed thenm

‘after they got there: we didn't hhv%‘wnafv<ww= and we had no

helicopters or amything. It would have ii-d us down, we would

have lost & lot of men, -owueuld hnvo iccempliqhsd we dicn't‘knau
what. This shooting in the dark with units around an snemy liha,
unless you know what you are doing you ars likely to lose, and

very fast.
Gs Ue pournd‘a 1o£,af money into the parachute training.

Noblet A lot of it wasted. They were good men, but the whole idea

was as wet as 1mm.' 1 wrote letters against it. I was known to be
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rabid against it. But they said, "He just has a Pixation ageinst

them, or something." But the British say that's the thing teo do,

Tiim e N

and at that time mm anything the British eaid wes a good thing

&tawmuAﬂﬁm&h&dﬁ};ké?a?é«a

te do,in the Navy’or Marine Corps wam 8lmost like coming out of

A
Mount 0lympus  FERERESEOREEIER

: wrew., 0f course I never was
particularly pro-British anywsy. Having @y roots in Britein I

felt like I had a right to criticize them for their Paults-skEe

if I saw them. So whenever they came up with something I said,

"Yes, aomebbdy that always gests defested is advising this atuff.

When did they ever wim e battle? With anythidg." Evun;ib Vorld

War I, Zesbrugge, you know, and the Balearic Islgnds, and Gellipgli «.
when did they ever do anyth1n§ thet ever did succeed? They got out
of Dunkirk latei. right on top of that, which was a disgrace in
anybody eslse's country, but with Britain it's e great thing, e great

victory!  (laughs)

s 1 don't think we ever will understand why the Germans didn't

just wipe them out, right there.’

Nebles 1I1'd like to know. (Pause) Uell, while I was there in Plans
_ ' VR - g , )

& Policiee ~- [ +§HB shifted over from the matariel section, thank
the Lord, I wes glad &b get out of something I didn't know anything
about, and | was awfulfhappy that while I was thers [ Gaan't called
upon to know much technical businaaa; that'uas all done by the
Quartarmaster Departiment, and I just stayed with the policy end of

it, o I wes able to get by with the job, I guess, somehow or other.
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Anywsy I shifted over to the 3rd section of Plans & Policliesdy,

quwww»wa««w;”~ﬁﬁwwﬂiﬂfﬁi?ﬁﬂ“ s assistant to the diroctor for
8 while, end finally succandag for two or ggrso months Just before
I don't

I went to the division (thoESrdlgivis;enhpﬁyw¢w;xauwﬁﬂ
know that anything vorX/ﬂUIﬁ ame up. SEERECEEVEERsreEETD-

gk, Also so many things came up

that to say that any one thing iqs more important than others is
praetty hard to do. e were all scrembling then, trying to get men
and material together, and got enough elder officers to command thenm,

80 as to give them an opportunity te organiza thess diviaiona.

i }novor h:dwa

division befors in. Jmamd

Q: At this time could we relate this psriod with the period in
World Uar I, when we were in the war, we were trying teo got pnnplt
to France. In World War II during this period, was the Marine Corps
trying to sstablieh uhat part it would play in the war?

"Noble: No, that waes decided quite esarly whils I was thers. There
wers quits a few confurnnd-s'abcut that: whers would tho/%}rinos
racommend that they bs pleted in this war? In Europe? With the

Army in Europe? Or in the Pacific? wtth the Army in tha Pacific?

Or uith the Navy? Or nll by itulf utth the Navy? And tho (emnamhnt
was tho-nno that made the decision; he definitely decided that for
this wer the main effort would be with the United States Navy, not
with the Army at any time, and the thnatir of the main effort would .

be the Pacifie, not the Atlantic opr Europe. That's why we were not

in Europe ~-- becauss that was the decision that was made.
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They had landing uperations over there too, and we @ould ‘EEer

foresee that many of those were coming up.

’—_!aﬁvey hed ths-ﬁquipmant, they had plenty af ships
T Arasable

K wi

to cerry them, they only had soms short, distances to go, & reslly
omEsER. sort of wide river erossinger. |

But these Pacific opirétiona meré attacks_v gver hun‘&réda of miles
from the sea smack mndld plecef And there it tosk some
techniquo,.much _mor-, and you couldn't afferd to faile You had to
work definitely with the Navy, and I thought we were ths only onas
trained to do it. In fact we were cartainly the only ones ﬁhat“d

p‘layodﬂmzproblnma out there. 1In the schools we'd already played

problsme on Cusm, on Pslaliy, Babelthaup, Dumenguilas.Bay, Truk,
Q;__."'—""--\ : ” ’ Iﬂ T e ARSI
ang I iop't know what GRS, but several cthers. S0 we had all

the stuies on the dmthing alroady made, and svcn plana of

at tackEEEH
de it VY

apply when you actualynt to
», but thqx_'d besn usad in map problems, and thay

SR
BEX something to go by. Thare were studies made of all the landing

beaches and thinge of that sart. So we thought that's whers we

belonged, all of us. So did the {nmmandanto
; 'The Marine Corps did have a say in that.

They were asked what was their idea as to where their main effort
should be, That meant a lot to us up there, working, getting equip-

@ and organizing |

ment and SgEEEEED.
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things, even procuring land to train on in the United States. ' We
knew we were going in the Pacific, so that solved e 1of of little
broblems. It created a fow other problems at the same time. (Pause)
1 can't think of anything else whils ] was at Headquarters there
that was particularly outstanding. Of course I was there in the
development of the first Higgins boats -~ they were the firet landing
boate that we éot. Andrew Higgiha. And I went down to help test

those on Lake Pontchartrain, Louisiana. Higgins was quite a characte

e ,
MgRe didn't want to tell us ahead of time -~ or ths Navy Burseau

6? Ships, that ws worked vary clesely with -- how hu.uas going te
build a boat:; he didn't want any plans, he didn't gant to bu_fiqd

up, he wanted = fryo\hunﬂ. He'd build it a#-ha-?ant alonq?k @.11;

he had already built one that wes prntty.good as he wsnt along, ae:t
of by ear, so he got a contract that ellowed him to do that, which ie
a littls unusual, and the Bureau of Ships, or Supply & Accounts,
whosver it was almost tore their hair, "This is no way to do iti"

But old Higgins got it across.‘and_wn vere sort of for Higginys,
because hs was gn sntreprensur and he was a pusher, and sure snough
.he built those Higgina boats, an& they wers fast, they wers seawarthy,
they Q&uid hit logs and coral and skid over them, they would get .
ahead, and they'd coms through the surf at such speed that would
obviate bruaching.' They had mﬂt"lplﬂd than the waves had; in bthor
words, and the could run smack onzgi; beach, ind-thoy didn't have
any keel to dig in, end they just slid right up there and landed you
on dry land. And‘wa thought that ugﬂ7tﬁg most wonderful things we
could think of, wespecially those of us that had landed in NG

standard boats, where you jumped in and you were up to your ahouidira

at least, and then ths boat began to turn and broach on youl
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o 6% «ﬁ?a only wey you could get in st all was for these bluaJaékota

to put out an enchor at sea and pay it away. And even then, a big
sen @@uld snap avarything,”%?ag the snchor and turn the boat up on

top of you. So any boat that could go through t?e surf and land you

on the beach we were M. willing to ¢IfEMS». It was the Navy's

money anywayl!

If you have anything in mind, maybe f could comment on it.

Q: No. I wss thinking mostly ebout any of this inter-service rivalry
that existed during World War I, when we were gatting intoc the probles
of the roles that mdre going to he played by the diffarcﬁt services.

Noble: I don't remember so much of that, no, not after we Pound we

had a job to do and we ﬁcra practically in the war.

G: Den't you belisve that the Army had so much on their minds about
Europe, and that was the big war, that they em kind of left us off

to ocurselves?

Nobles ODh, yes, at a mattsr of fact they had mors then they could do.
They were quite worried with what thsy had end sverything, and they
had the big draft coming up, and they were going to get more soidiers

than they knou,hoﬁvtn hendle, really. And they knew it. They weren't
P would

trying to reech out and teke in ancther service. They “GEEEERD
have liked to have another service ilhhelp them out, I think.
No, I don't think sthat was the time thet inter-service rivalry

waa likely to raise its head so much. No at the time when we had two

ocean wars.
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”géﬁwnaéi§«

§: Wae thers any pressurs from Gen., MacArthur to have the Marine .

Corps come out and aork uxelusivoly for him?

Noble: No, not that I know of. In tha_haginning,'you know, he was

Marehal in the Philippine Army. He was not in the United States Army.
Qs .Right.

Nobles: Actually the Jeps started after him. Nobody had much com-
munication. \Yeu apuidn‘t suppart hm him anyway. ﬂa‘uasiout thare
all by himself,writing his ann’éqmuuniquéa to the United States,
telling abgut hxs'vxetogxaa nnﬂlhqu zﬁ.y Pought gnavraugnt, and how
thay Quccnadod iﬁ-going haékward and.backuard, and 8o forth, finally
ngver maéﬁé;::d vory.much ?nn huvspnt

winding up en cgrtagidﬁp. He

his planus up,'
althaugh he hed, u?l‘ ﬁ arbok

much of Gen. MacArthur as g'illilln.' As a publicist he was first

class. As a symbol of something or other I don't know what, hs was

@ and got clobbsred by the Japs,
right in‘frant of him. I never thaught

first clhas. =#EE he was all by himself and 4em. able to writs his

own ticket for a l?ng tim:.‘ﬂﬁﬂkl believe I could win slmost every "
battls if I <@l write the roport on it, I'11l tell you where he did
do wonderfully wall, and that was as coemmander of occupation forcau

in Japan. Thnt was a masterly job, ‘1 think, and that's the only
masterly job I ever heard of him doing. Guite the coentrary. )

I thought he was out-quoosad in Kerea, 1

PRI L

tbought ho was ,wrong in Koroa in his tactics, I thought hs wes wrong

On Ao
in his to return to tha Philippinne. I thought he sheuld have

made @ better show in the Philippines in the first place. 4I!!!!EL
I Aglwiire
1 6 as a publicist,
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and‘a figure that appealed to the Jspanese, and also his judgmént as
commander of the occupation forces of Japan -- I thought he was
especially good. "And 1 say that in spite of the fact that I think.

almost any senier officer that was given that job in Japan couldn't

help but succeed. It'sﬂ%pe kind of & job that 1 would JCEEENER
4

The kind of job yau‘ﬁﬁww& fa at. You have complets contrel, hobedy

opposes you. Something likse Herbert Hoover feeding the Belgians: he

SRR

got an awful lot of favoranle publicity, and they almost idolized him
in the United States for fPseging the poor Belgians after World War I.
Actually he was put ahea :%%%:‘:11 the money in the world to spdnd,
and all he had to do was to spend it and have some soup kitchans all

over Balgium, which he did, and gsined tremendous prestige. It almost

slected hiﬁ president, «ommilly, eventually.

' “’.; @ - T
Then while I was there, I had anfopportunity to gat in on the

A

organization of the 3rd/ggr1ne.91vision on the West Coast herse, as

— it b
chief of staff te Gon. Barrett.eiﬁﬂ»ﬂan. Turnage was to bs the

had the 9thﬁ%hrines

asgistant division cammandur. Gan.TShépherd/

S—

aut hers, and he had just moved inte Camp Dandlston with them.

Latsr on we picksd up:twu gther infantry regiments, commanded

by Colw ea, who is now

4 S e ! ;
@%’MW Cauldwoll, ‘who was in Samoa. Coleﬁ Wilson had the artillsry rogmont.

-‘—“"”"" I arrf‘?ﬁ«at Camp Elliott in~September 1943 as chief of staff.

AR, and Col.

Gen. J gal with the 2nd mex kdvision _was Just getting ready to lsesave
M

for New Zealand. I was the 39&* member of tha43rd arinaizyviaion

there, and I spent about a week trying to get one floor of €Ha A

barracks building and a typawriter and some paper, and at least one
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L4

typxst tae help me do something. It was just liks pulling taetﬁA nobod)

-~ afn office to work in, and e typeuwriters B

the commanding general, Gen. Barrett, was soon due to come out, and

we were soon due to get a lot of troops and move right in thers, and

the whole division hsadquarters, everything, had taiorganizeﬂ(from

scratch, had to draw equipment,

Ny A S e b R = 2
place, but at Fi st 1t“ Q )
B A SRR B

and that wés ME Tl &lolutaly a&guﬁﬁgbarahanded.

I don't knaw“uly

I should“me'tﬁJﬂw'ﬁﬁj R L e ?Eody that tries J

ng one worried guy. I

t&MHgﬁwﬁ?W?ﬁ??ﬁmmrﬁ@ﬁﬁ?Wﬁ@mww»mw.
G: Must have been an awful helpless feeling.

Noble: Oh it was, it waes terrible, I was the most unhappy person
yoﬁ ever saw, Uell, Barrdit and Turnage and the rest of the troops
eventually came out, and we began to build. And Barrett started
originating things like he always did, and he topped up many things
and made the rest work on them too. 50Ps for divisions -~ there wes
nothing to go en. For instance, a standard operasting procedurs on
how you are gZéng to organize your divieion fxchangqf’aiatrihutad
among the ClNwys, anB?&aopls inz?r'%w~ws‘tu, f; buy the stuff,

/
and write the regulationsa
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- éilet of these things had to be written up
Grvtovglsls
for the first time, with no files to go eng nabody alaeahad done it.

b.of theaa people just got togsther and went out and didAlw Latet,

e

ﬂnr*l&ﬁ't have anyé
h'lnt of scrambling in spite

loSB=egfablished. But they did a lot

<smbling, and so the the 2nd. They dld thlﬁgémand'go”

Thq\grd<L2viaigg_wagﬂcharacterized by having
something in writing, something to guide (us) on everything we did.
BfE= 1 hope wheever listens to this ~- if anybody daes---’won't think

I am yelling about my own outfit toe much. B8ut the division was knouwn
outside thq division asavery smboth'apsrating outfit, in the planning,
in the fighting end of it, in the administretion and everything elsei
it was very smooth-operating because we'd spent a lot of time cn thhse
Standard Opsrating Procedures., Every order that could beqqumi that
was made sgg’;asd operating procedurs, Iﬂ755h~

7 4

only had te be refaerred to. AREEGHE

was in great masasure dus to

Gen. Barrett, (e made standard operating procedures as to how to

load ships; naval gunfire control and the details of it; we mansuvered

oever Southern California hara as much as we had tims, and then we got

= 1

on ahips and proceeded to New Zealand in January 1943.

SR AT

baliavthha next June we went to fuadalcanal in the Solomon Islands
Wﬁrmmmmmw Sl

from New Zealand. Uhile we were in New Zealand we continued the
training: we were divided up into big camps) -~ regimental camps,

~- over Northern New Zealand., And the

experience wase quite novel and guite new and very pp pleasant, The .

New Zeselanders were particulerly good to us. I know the wives of

the officers of the New Zealand Army who were fighting with the
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Britishﬁagainst Rommel in North Africa, got together and got their

husbands' shotouns NI ey, and put them in & pool
costbol '

B zny of our officers who had an oppnrtunity tgddraw the shotguns
«_
. cortain allowance of shells, @ go hunting. A great many

did. I thought that was very nice. Alss they gave all kinde of teas
to our men around all these camps. They were very quist womon,‘z;;y
made homemade cookies and brought them, and all they wanted to do was
just make the troops fesl at home in-@zgﬂiziigggﬁm There was no
fanfare about any of it, but 1t was aépecially wall done. I don't
see how they could have dﬁnéﬁnnp more gracefully. |

le had a mansuver therse, landing opesrations among other things,

n hen we got,on ships and went to_Guadalcanal, whers we occupied
a{tzzAcocoan:rﬂiéﬁge, and were m bombed almost svery night by one
lone plene from Rabsul: a Jap came over -- we called him Weshing
Machine Charlie -- and he dropped a bomb or two every time, .and he
would hit somebody almost svery time. Didn't do much damage. 1 don't
know whether we got him or not, but he droned around there every night
and we'd all listen to him, and get in holes too, because Q;giﬁgvar

el Bovrim strrts :
kné; when a bomb EEECTENOGERGINS

¥ell, in the Solomong, that's all been written up in history,

and I don't know that 1 can add much to it. If I can thpink of any=
thing that might go into chinks of history, I would say it.
Gen. Barrett, division commander of the 3:d~Eﬁvision, was made

AR
amphibious corps commander, <RGNS

m#e took me over to be the corps chief of staff, and we immediately

began the planning of the Bougainville campaign. Before that we had

landed and made rscmnnaissanc%ffh New Ceorgia cmeeREwsmbesEEnETn

Treasury Island) and Choiseul. There were a few Japs around those
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places, but not many. The bulk of the Japaness forces in that part

of the Sclomons was in the southern part of Bougainville, where they

o
made the plan of landing at Bougainvill
ey i oline Thont

el .
ﬁ/ where the Japs were, whera ths alrstrip wasg s

And Barrstt said, "Uhy do that when you cah by~

. pass it?" And he pointed out that the island had a very small walst

and if vou could sstablish one of pour strips before they could

reac&)ﬁﬁb;orca through the jungle ==
we could have planes flying befare they could get thare, and then ws
would be just as good as they were or bstter: we had more planes to
Ply to it. There were many earguments to it, and hs won éut, and we

wrote up the plan of attack that way. And thet's vhere it was

carried out, exactly.

made a i%?nnnaissanco by putting peopls ashore: that wes % sort of
Y

M, but it worked. e found out more or less where the Japs
were and where they wers not, and landed éﬁfEmprass Auguata Bay, and
you know the rest -- we buflt up the airstrip and that was the
beginning of the end for the Japanese in the Solomon Islands or in

New Britain, or New Ireland. It just bottled them up for the whole
R -

area or almost -~ at laaét it cut off one arm. =

Qd; Gen.:VandabriFt --"who was in
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fustralia and had captursed Guadalcanal in the first placa, with the

lstlpﬁvisiun ~- had bean appointed égmmandant of the Marine Corps,
AT R NS

And before he went tg toke - office, he came over to taks over the
commanc of ths amphibicus force to capture Bougainville.‘ And he got

Ny

there I think probably @ week or two hefore it started. e had had

the plans all written and the loading had started when he mrrived,
teere, I remember ! met him when he arrived, hes and his chief of

staff, and 1 said, "I have all the plans and they are beginning to

VA
be sxecuted, we are loading the ships this norning, NG
b And his answer was, "Well, it had better be all

ready!!" (laughs) They didn't have anything to do, really, but
MV’?‘ z.*‘/»—;?/zzj 5[074 @‘«n/ JMW(

) just sit. And then he went up? Meanwhile he had appoihted Gen.

JL@/ Geiger to take over the Corps after he left for Washingten, but he

kept command, until "the landing had been made, and then Geiger camem

the next day. So I shifted “being the assistant to nexger,g

_ . = - T tﬁ = - =

in Bougainville and finished it up.

1 went up to Bougainville with Gen, Vandegrift,{the rest of them

stzifd in Guadalcanal) the day of the landing, end Gen. Vendegrift aﬁt

wm¥é¥¥f went ashore; he stayed ashore several hours, then on a boat

and back to the ship, He darn nsar got swamped right on the beach
Crsel

there: the surf bagen to break %%auéH the boat broached and everything

,ﬂ(ﬂ-{{/é Aty ,4‘1‘;4&/ / Md/én
siawyland 1 was standing on the beach, hslpless, and 1 could see the

gﬁgommandant of the Marine Corps esbout to be upended right undernsath .

the broached hoat. I wes very much worried for him, but he got away

very neatly after a while. (Pause)
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G: Aftsr the operations on Bougainville . . .
/»%sz‘j‘“‘“i’“zf

Noble: . . . Yes, I uwent bacﬁ, and technically joined the Ird Abtine

i@i&iﬁi&nw@gain as assistant divisien commender. Right sway, im March
1944 they put be in command of an operation that nobody knows anything

about. If was the and

Emirau. (e didn't know whether there wers Japs there or not. Tha
infantry was composed of the raider battalions under Col. ~biudbwegd,

., ,And then we had a regiment of rtillerxffi
el

e ey oy bty Tl Hi o lie
~fredebavay- and all th€4fixingqj¢04haée ws¥; abaugafgfonﬂ.éégiz?anidar

"was the naval afficer in command 9? the sttack forces.

Emirau is an island situated beatween Nag=fridbadn

New Hanover, wh8ch is iq@pew Britain, and Mussau, about three degress

R B R R e -

from the Equator, and it's right on thg7?ina of sufPply to the Japs in

Rabaul, The idea of taking that island was to establish a#=-air bese

ks RSO,

and = PT baa;fygnd thereby bottle up all the Japs in the Solomons.

And that's exactly mshat happened. The Japanese had been on Emirsu,

but thﬂy'd lﬂf’t, SO =N R=<-a=—00r= T moY - bty sty o b ‘ s ans
t in with tank d }mf'
PR B i e 5 E 80 we wsn n w anks an reguiar

asaaul%ﬂ -atrd” Lhe gunnara4ii¥& fingers on their triggap%/loaking for

some opposition, but we didn't want te shoot

lolew |
the poor villagars anqﬂfind there were no Japa thers. A good thing
t é

SR 'hot stoppad the wholeZeEme was, while the boats wers

going in, here wers two men, half-clothed, natives -~ it turned out

 because thers wasn't a single Jap.

to be -~ who came strolling right up the beach at one s&nd, just
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walking along looking at the ships.eetEsssa. Thay didn't know what
Wk’/ 7(,}/@// s w F ree—

PPr o
they ware walking into!l And we al%'ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁE&&v that they wera4Japsa

looked like fisherman, so tha@ in the badw—

e QY w=cnine ound*n tno Luro

and the destroysrs right on gur flank didn't open up on them. ¥Fhey

that saved them was their nonchalance walking down that beach.

an ail around defanss

-Q_L
the PT basa, and‘%%%ﬁ-ﬁﬁ—ﬁ battalions .ue

“thebuilt the airstrip -- a 9000 foot jet fighter strip on the islang
e a_ah%/é é';//Wwfz,/,@ ,QL

of Emirdu. And it was done in 20 days' time.

e
1ittle operation. 1 've often saiqq aIﬁ{just had a little bit 9?
Y? T
é¢ aﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁggarf'think I ecould Qgﬁg @ﬂggtgin big battle out of +hmt

de won it too!” But it did bottle up the Japs. Our PT bosts got
fo o2 fhoit 12/ Wlhwz?gﬂ/ ,Z'A byvto @
out there 99 , the submarines TQFUBLBdJﬁﬁ=$*Q$ﬂv1BUBn while I

was there. 1&3& little naval station fﬁn;m SotdbliSth, and air~
:;//l/‘dé/té//
planes began to use that strip within ZE=ss' tine. YNNGNGGGD

operations in the Solomon Islanda, or in New Brztaln, or in Naw

e R W

Ireland, That finished it. 1 wes calling it puttlng a stopper

RS e

in the bottle, and that's what that was, B8ut inasmuch as nothing

happened up there, I don't think it's sver evan been written up.

[ﬂ)m(/??* see ol I B y ;7

o e, ‘J IZ20% W@mﬁ‘ﬂ s
ft+ MNothing written up on it.

Nobls: There is one thing that might be interesting, becauss it has

an application always, and that is the propensity up te that time 4w
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to put scmebody in echarge of an opsratlion, oweeessses- hold him

responsible, lssue him oroers saying so, order him whet to do,

Erceempmen- give him troops to deo it, sre=w
Zitillefl

z/qdllect cemmunication with ihese

specialists, and, u dex tha direct control of higher heedquearters

A

hack home. That sams thing uas dore in the orders for me to go te

Emirau. I was given cog{lste g{}haxity, and then there were
ct ‘{4”' ’wwm{‘{fz/
reservations made tha% G - ~r—” S A directly
L I,

?WW$ poL
to the commander in chief, without through ma;4 ﬁ&%gze risk of

losing that job I remsember

End of Side 1, Tape 1, Session III.
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Tape 1, Side 2 - Session III.

/ ;ihom frankly that if 1 was going to be in command I w&a=ga£ﬁ§f
&/o‘ﬁj dl/‘;"—f(
iéép command 45%- every messays-BeE—=%0 have my approval, H=ed

| /
| T go through my commun;cations s0tup, = (if anybedy disobeyed mo

C@é%thay asked me what I would do/f and so I said, "1'd send them homs

1_’/‘/'/4 7/ 0';/9/ by A %2
hey said, "Well, wa'll send you." So they did send me.

bith misgivings, I think.

. (92///&"’6 l g W/ ; ¢l
ﬂﬁqqlégfdn't have any trouble j?li%t&sﬁyé
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at all. But whsaxikey there wasn't any question as to who uyFs=iress
priece
—%—ﬁ%’zwas the local bOS%

Any task organizatian should bs -ivnn one and r if you are
going to send?EEb awa%4/:ux‘;“?a:-h;~ shauld go through him -- don't

dilute him down and be two-faced with hin. GGG

P e 2 goveeily Zrs oo st prmiad g e S A

@: You kept thae job just the same.

Noble: It was a wonder 1 Qid. It was touch and go, I think.

4 :ff/‘/z/gﬁ” gwéﬁmwmzm M/J/ <. ,Zé/
1 resumed my duties as asslstant division commander of the

3rdﬁﬁ?rina~éﬁvision. Gen. Turnage was the division commendsr.

TR

TS A TSRO NP st

_ )g/ left Guadalcanal for the marigg;a% to take

part in the Central Pacific campaign. That was the &##¥ end of the
[lroettr

Solomaonsp .
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: MNow before you jump off for Guam, what was the condition of your
e Y Jump i L y

troopé at this time? Thse physical conditian.

Noble: GLood. e had malarie -- quite a blt of malaris - but we wert
beginning to control it with stabrine. Everybody was taking atabrine!
steadily. So you might have had malaria but you didn't have the
7
symptoms, €8 it didn't interfere with you. Uthen you stopped taking
L2 o
atabrine, e=ssst~would break out with melaria, sven after thsy got

back to the United States. But that atabrine wae one of the bhiggest

things that was invented et that time.

i: Houw was your equipment?

Nobles It was adaquate, it was all right. s didn't haise any s
shortages. We had plenty af ammunition all the time, we had very
good food, we even had post axchange supplies -- we werg really
making war deluxe. The lest war was, reelly, mads more or less
deluxe. You didn't have to go for long periode of time deprived

of things, you even got beer. Officers usually had their nice 1ittl;
0ld mess if they etayed in e place a week or two. Shipe were always
coming in with the holdf?ull of beer. When you compars the way we
ﬁiﬁsﬁﬂslivé{uéfugs#;;% the way these poor Japs had to live, thwy were
two different worlds. UWe also fought them with overwhelming force.
S0 let's not start patting ourselves on the back too much for the
great victories ws were minﬁing. flost of those victories -~ by far

most of them -- were accowplished agalinst people not as well armedy

— Numerically, our mobility, our
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arms, our ammunitions, our Foo%, -~ mantion anything -- thesy wers

way down theté} And the way, they fought F=me was really
W "o lotz e Lere. Lity oA le ot OO 2 et/
1nsp1r1n% fight any

better than the Japanese did. Thsy fought till they died, and they

had nothing much to fight with., The end was very plainly in sight

/Vﬂﬂ'}é%«gLC;%Z0ﬂ4d
for all eof thag{{{l am net sure the Japanese would do it again.

G§: Probably not.

Noble: They have different ideals now than thay did thgn. Thoyﬁ;gf’
very tightly disciplined by their religion.

¥ell, we got on the ships and stayed on the ships for, it seems
to me, indefinitely before we got to Guam. Actually we left Guadél-

. oo RIS
canal on the %;g/of June and we didn;t land on Guam until the 2lst
(

oo A

of Julys &ptt were on the shigﬁ(ﬁa whole time, except for a few

stops for maybe a day or so at such placss as Eniwetok, Kwajgig&p,

but most of tha time just £iy plying backward and forward towards
Ffoeprere

FrERg—erouRd—andjiwaiting for the situation

at Saipan o get mzrn r less =% sattled4%74;»ﬂ%€2éﬁ/y/ﬂoéé;ﬁwf

n we landZ; G am we had oppositian, and they wafzé

%waé»

dropping shells in the mater whan we landed. Matter of factfﬁgégﬁh
Z} e N Ty, 3 Hewcd,

tied up i%,mﬂgﬁii% -- it was an smphibian tractor -~ while thesy were

shelling the beach, and 1 theought, "ihat a hell of a place to get =
caught in!® But there we were. Didn't get hit. The landing itself,
although sgainst a modicum of opposition you might ssy, was perfect.
I think Bhat if anybady looks back at histary thay'll find that that
was onae of the most perfectly executed attacks against opposition, <

Therse was naver a
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hitch in timing, supply, or anything of the sort. HNot a bit of a
hitch. The ensmy held the heights all around us there, we were in

a pocket, and it was very difficult to get out of it. e had to
‘jilé%;g;4¢?¢‘

take one little par% after another, and I had a feeling that some
of the higher echslons got a little impatient because ws were in

thet pocket: they felt we weren't going to get out. Ye never had
any such feeling. But we'd rathser mensuver out than ss=gould try

to scale cliffss with ladders and habs have the Japs push the ladders

back. There were easier ways to do it, but it mouldvtaks a little bi:

of timm time. Which we did. And finally what happened'was the beet
thing that could have happened; Just as we were getting out, the
,?ap? in desperation took all their resaerves, which was six of their

L ﬂbattalions, and attacked one night. Zmd they just threw those six
battalions away and bhzg broks their back. Ffrom then on all we did
wage just get up, and there was just sporadic fighting until we

cleaned out the island. There are twe or three ways of wiping out
Aoce s e

/ﬁA an island, tees You can rush ahead down a roadf Z= put ‘peopXe in

L GgLear i AR~
bac%4mithout much opposition, but then ygu spend the rest -~ two or

Jrenty,

three weeks or e month -~ hav ioot at you) that you've

A
19?E7¥Bdtha woods on, and everybady is/in the midst

of a guarrilla warfare. You could deo that. U0r you can take it
elower, and if you haV3/ you more or less form a line
and sweep through and pick all opposition up as you go. That whole
question came up at Guam: which should we do to finish out Guam?

PR
And Gen. Turnage -- and [ certainly agread with him -~ thought that

the thing to do was to sweep, and we did swesp. ,And I forget how

long it Took us to take it;, but not very long./ w@ cleaned up the
P e , .
whole islan@ aﬁduﬁfter that you never saw & Jap in the rear, not a
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cne. Some of them got dowun on the cliffs, and
_ Ll :

— they =B still picking them up years after! But they neve
sothered anybocy. S o us:
decisive battle had been fought, QNN icht on the beech, right

in the beachhesd.

Qs This w%;_the six battelions.hit you.

t “
Noble: Yes, that was the climax, and it spesded tﬁiﬂaﬁ up, because

otherwice we would have had - to ochase those six battalions

down piece by piece and have semw guite some battle wwm every now

and then, and maneuver 2ll around all over the island. As it was,
oty

they came to us one night end waere completely obliterated. By '

next night thers weren't any left. (/e killed most of them, and the

: It was very pitiful in a way. They wers
completely lost, diserganized, some of them didnjt evsn have ‘
rifles, that is, after they'd made that attack.

1 succeeded in command of the division for about a month, and
: et iy Uery ;
then 1 was sent back to the. States{’ Tha €omvandant ssid that 1'd

‘e 44;

besen over two years/‘?"ﬁﬁd the Marine Cnﬂa/s and the Army had gotten
together and decided that that/{ was long enough for any person te
teake that, and I needed a little rest, so he was going to take ma

back to Camp Le jeuns and put me in command of the training command

there. And that's what he did. 1 arrived there in November of 1944,
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Ngbis: You wera probably deeply invelved alsec in some of the

construction going on at Camp Legeune, waren't you? 0Or was the

camp already built by than9

No;? ;ﬁ@}o, it was just about buzl/)almost as much as it is now.

Marston was the Camp commander, and I had ths training command,

which was under the opsrational contrel ef theég;mmandant of the

Marine Corps.
e made soma innovations thera in that training commandj mainly

it was to set up a sort of a chain locaiities for trainlng troops

25T 22
faster, te cut down on their marching tlme fram one—%&e&%ﬁé&
gM Vx4 ﬁqﬂw Mﬁ%ﬁuvﬂfm/&/

another. LoBwtFtes wera put adjacent to assh—e%he&, aruund aAcircle‘

e had a virgin forest to work on, sco nothxng was in the way, and we
trtng poles b,

could put on all these little thrérmge that we wanted to—put—6n, and
i & M/
eEte go right from one to another. The troops were not only less

P

" bored that way, but they got s lot mors training SRt = lot less time.
I think that system should always be employed where possible, becausa

you just get about double the amount of instruction in the same
langth of time.” M crtargomentded o v inrigy-aTeondd lon LAl

I don;t believe there is anything else of any great note tbat

took place at the training command. e took the recruits From Parris
ey m/
Island, and we separated them according to MOS, and gave tham‘ﬂvw
LA 00 .
0S8, or what amounted toc that, and trained each in his gpacialty

as much 8s we could, and then we'd get the draft calls to send them

aut, and we'd send out so many cooks, so many carpenters, so many
ond Tha R (PAciFic)
this that and the other. UWhen they arrivadAit was very easy for

personnel to just distribute them exactly in the places whers they

e e lod ,
tEEsEged, It am made a very smooth aperation, and that was the fvmj
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e

n,"a‘
W;m farine Corps had sver done such smooth oparatin%,

Mot just at this pogint particularly, but in the second world war.
Bsfore that they'd been relieving people by units -- large units.
M{,;

ﬁﬁ/ﬁyﬂflﬁ#é/w/f g Lipltrcind
ut this 0S5 business is the sowEFEr F vou've got the machinery to

P irtn o e tlor
do it, and now that we've got these IBM machines, or whatever you
call them, they make it very simple, so long as a bomb dossn't
drop on the machine and obliterate$ it. That would sort of pim pit
i

&W%hingg T think, and throws us back several hun.dred ypars!

§s Thenk you very much, General.

End of Side 2, Taps 1, Saession III.
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Mobles In Fabruary 1946 ] was transferred from the training commend

at Cawp Lgjsune to the Marine Garrison Forces, 14th Naval District,

Lo

where I staysd for six months. Headquarters was at Peearl Harbor, and
the duties were}geducgéé and reorganizé the garrisons in the whole
Pacific araa4rb§samecf?g; war was over and the troops were being with.
drawn to the United States, and that meant a complete recorganization
of the Pacific garrisons. | W

A great many of those garrisons where we had marines were

eliminated completely. Othsers were reduced in size, te conform teo
peacetime operations. It wasn't & very cheerful duty. The depressing

.thing about it, really, was the amount of equipment we had to leave

to simply waste away and Mﬂ 2ll these places. m

B: There was no way to get it back.

Noble: It not only would cost a great deal to gset it back, but then
it would have to be repaired and stored in the United States, which

is & costly thin o I fesl very strongly that the automotive
M

pod gl cal Gmmtfmé e J%

A industriesnwanta to gofen -~ they didn't want tha%ff@%% on the market

eny aof those trucks and tractors, all sorts of equipment; radio

equipment. It had already been manufactured and paid for, and it

was water under the bridge: N ——
— All those reasons added up to the fact

that we just left the stuff out there. Probably best for our economy

in the long run.
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I don't think there is very much slse to say about that psriod.
Thers wasn't anything particulerly constructive. It was just a
mopping up operation.

From there I was transferred, aftear six months, for a short tour

of duty with the%%stfﬁariq;‘ ivision in Northern China, whers I stayec

for about four months until | was promoted to Major Genaral, and that
promoted me right out of my job. I had to return to the States,
But I was assistant division commanderagg our area, =xs as is

known, was roughly the Tientsin-Peking~-Chinwangtac area of North Chins

The situation in Chine at that time was that the nationelists, |

headed by Chiang Kai-shsek's government, occupisd the big cities in
China and roughly any railroads in China that connected those cities,

and the poris of China. But they had practically no strength -emse=
wkemree in the intarior;EEEEEEEB. The communists occupied all the

interior of China and made habitual raids on the railroads by blowing
them up, &nd althoug;?%;g;%fi}g{%ézszza within.24 hours iR—-mewt=cases
they returned and broke them up again. That happened all the time in
cur area, anhd ybu coudbdn't gt 200 yards cutside of the city of Tient-
sin without very likely getting a potshot from a communist.

Us played a little golf on the golf course there, and carried
a carbine in the golf bag &leng with the golf sticks. But after a
bullet or so popping overhead, several of us decided that we'd better

cut out that kind of golf. And we didl
Q1 Almost like a lesson in small unit tactics, to play golf.

Noble: It was certainly was. If you didn't mind being shot at it

was all right, but we found it interfered with our comcentration,
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Neble: The situetion there in China, I thought, in some ways had a
parailel to what hzappened later in Vietnam. In South Vietnam the.
interior is full of senaemy individuals, the Vietcong, who are living
with and living on the inhabitants, the farmers. That's the same
thing that was happsning in Chine with the communists. And although
eofded 2t TR,
the Chinese North Army swapt through a good deal of North Chingf the
communists would just go into hiding and give way in front of them
and then close in on their lins of supplies, and they'd have to come
back to their railroads and their cities. That was the situation wher
I left it. It was a very interesting setup, but it looked like & surs
communist victory sooner or later. The troops that can keep thsir
morale up and live among the peopls themselves have a great advantage.
After that, when I returned to the United States, I was given
commanag of tha‘z::iningfg;mmandﬂggphiblaus~«grga 8. oRcificqFlaat. .
It was called the Troop Trazning Unxt at that time. Headquarters

SRR
was at the marine Corpa Recruit anot in San Diego, but most of our

B e e A Ak

work was in connaction withmtha éhphibioué group and thelamphiblous
force, that had their headquarterd and all of their ships and
personnal in Coronado. It‘was a little bit awkward to be so far
separated because we had a lot of work te do tocgether, and I recom-~
mended -- and it was approved in Washington ~- that we move the
heﬁdquartars from the Marine Corps Recruit Depot to Coronado, where

it is today.

Therse in Coronado the duties were essentially the same as tha

present command there. Thare were classes held for students that were
L corvmeees

- g%actical problems with mockups, and than

exercises-on the Silver Strand and landing operations at Pendleton.
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ie taught Army personnel and Navy personnel as well asﬁﬁkrines.
It ®a# is en all service outfit to teach landing operations, and it
turned out to be a very good school, and I see it's still continued
and I am sure it's very necessary, particularly for the &avy evan

more/than furf&?rinas. There they gst an cpportunity to see what it
e

isf;nd to use their ships of the amphibious force, and use them
intelligently.

In february 1948 I was traneferred to the recruit depot ai Papris
Island, Sputh-Cerclina, whera I stayed for two years, (EIEGEGGE
wﬁw&“

There havqf%gg; very few changes made. I beslieve some of the training

& R e
may be more y more advancsd in some ways,‘%ﬁg in othar ways

Ww/ . &/%pe/
there &5 some very good things in trainin(4tﬁ%§55%_is no longer time

‘ The ssssntial thing is that the morale, the meKing of a
i g Thrirg Lty
marxne, is taking place today much like it slways hes bee?(‘einca

chf‘f
before I came in“the Corps. It's a very sound basis that we

are on, and I’ ve al a8ys felt that we should jsalously guard it and

Zrﬁfﬂ%% Co i &5 il Of g2
N That I am conservative about.

Qs I think two of our strongest institutions are the recruit depot

and thagaaic éhool .

Noble: I agree with you, because I am fully fonvinced that ¥ pouwer

alwaye comes from the broad base up to thas psak, not from the top on

down. Just like battles are wun4by sqé@ds, nct by staffs and
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commanders, All the staff and commander does is to plaqithe big

oparation and give the people down at the bottom an opportunity te

fight. 1If they don't win, nothing is won '

I had @ very wonderful two yearsr'
7,1/(/

TEE I made quite a study of what I callf Brotherhocd Training.

)

Mistory has z great deal to offer, and I think the¥e should be
delved into mueh more in ocur schools. e have many exampies.ih

histor

of organizatlons using certain mechanisms and techniques
- ‘4.'{‘ e, ﬂﬁwxj M
to furiﬁzéra_raelin of bratherhoad amnnéisww SEiiiso

& ‘9%‘// —,yé,/c’//’d
s Catholic Church has been an orgenization with s grsat many

ceremt s and a gtaat many taachings, & great many forbiqg,~4f lngs

ﬂ’drms -~ all

and 2 great approved things, a great many umRfx

of which would kee]Ngle organization together };3'fa instill a

them. And j begen very sutcessful

spiritual brotherhosd a
over many hundraeds of yaara.' hatd st one examples. QOthar

examples of course are the regltS@brotherhoods that we have, like

the Masons and the 0dd Fgd¥us, iLhe

s, the Cagles, the Rad ¥Men,

and anything elss an think of. TheY@gll have their own

maechanisme. 5g of those mmchanisms can bNEused to train rescruits «e

not all of 8m. But certain things promote es@Rt, certainiyg

vell kg things « And I do think that that could gone into
nog undamentally then it has in the past. 1 did it but for
ote it up. I used as much of it as I could. :
Yhile I was at Parris Island, a few things happened that might
A R

be of interest., e brought the training of men/%%rines down there

be had to make special barracks

for the first time,
for them, and twgfbxﬁarixaxxnapinxuf training syllabus for them that

would suit them and what they had to do.
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Also while I was there we lntagrated for the first time the

blsck people in/the Narine Cnrp71 r#gkﬁseﬁ wi h the white trainees,
Tawwedsemtacty-, os soon as they arrlveq4 belisve I caid some time

AL,

ago that before that tims e would wait fﬂ%:ﬂ numbar of é;lored
A fecrt g frla Ty

troops to build up to tha propsr siV(T and then they trained as a

W

AN
ﬁg/unit. while I was thsre the NCO clubs were apansd up to the @lorsd

non caommissigned officers, set=—ti=rets

//7&////,”/,%,7%-/%7 /iﬁﬁ{(véé/ ) - ‘

~wEEESwe==lt ot only L no unfavarable raaction_among,the] arines
bt ollzo— Wf«-’, . , _J
Tt=ad=l,. it had no unfavorable reaction anong th?ﬁ rke<0f Scuth

v ety LECA
Carolins in the vicinity. Of course I consultsd thqAIaadars firet

and told them mhat 1 was going te do and got their advice end

g S R
promises of help to try to stop an%4criticisns af it. It seemesd

rg was gedmg to take place sooner or later anyway

- in this country, certainly in the Armad Forces,/and 1 thought that

as soon as the public would stand for ,it.

:ﬂ//1ﬁ% expandfg;e depet in many wayg ~-" e

| ,eaa&ﬁ? }4a¢ﬂ13559f
some new buildings/EEEEe. “lne of them was a mamorial building

/MW /Z'W 4/;,,9,,%4,./
e T plgmuea,gf theﬂﬁlatory

- whiCh

of the Marine Corpe' landing operations, wrEch
y—coulra—teer=eewr [ think recruit

daepots can stand a great deal of historicsl reminders -- it's very

fine for their training. The.inspiration of Marine Corps history
on becruits is very marked. All somebody has to do is explain it
to them, and they are right ready to receive it.

I was transferred from there in August 1950 to the Marine

’ A A
~serpweks et Camp Pendleton. There [ was present from the beginning

of the Korsan buildup. e wam were frantically getting out the
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gl

regular organizationg headed by Gen.syCraig tg, Korea to prevent what
N— : .

Army troops there were in Korea from being pushsd intc the sea down

TR IR 4
at tqixi;war end of the peninsu1?:;:;2;21Mﬁ;/wara very much worried
Tl o Va4 .
about;at the time. And then bedbebeg in/ﬁgrine reserves from all

/ ZEZL&/
directions, & them a minimum amount of training and sen#

thaqugﬂfﬁgiacamants. And new units. It was a Porarunner‘t%;?ocsnt
Vietnam buildup that took place at Pendlston.

While I was there, there was a federal suit instituted to
determine the water rights G;jtha Santa Margerita River,. Without

the water from that valley it's doubtful that Pendleton could
L

continuously be usad as a - base. The'ather big

water uesrs around therse were Jusi as anxious to get the water as
it came down #B- that valley, and thousands of people werse buying up
land aleong the watershed higher up, and with pumps sapping out the

o
vater before it could get dowqﬁV 5.0

feaaﬁéﬂmyaﬁajgg the fedsral suit was started_whils
the fact that that suit was in progress I think delayed a great desal

of monesy fer building at_Camp Pendleton.,.bscause the chairman of the

&@ML&‘ £ ding Baatrr (Lof
v " Armed fForces Committee, Rnpres%ntative Vinson, said that he would not

approve a great bulldup at Pendletan so lang as the supply of water

settled, 1

was unsurs., But now that suit has besn-—mo3s
understand, and I see nothing to hold back the buildup as much as
e
'{4dona in the past. They are very much in need of more modern buildings
While I was there ! was in command of the base and the Fleaet
Merine Force unitse in training, bGoth. Uearing those two hats some-
times became a little embarrassing, bscause I had two bosses 1 tried
/b/%?ﬂw/ﬁga
to satisfy. One was Headquarters Marine Corgg%qy tha base itself,

and the other was the &;mmandningégénaral FifPac, who wanted the
e



Noble - 105

iy,

units thers trainedﬂand sometimes the interests clashad s little.

But by diligent hard work, and lying awake at night, you learn how
to avoid confrontations.

In August 1951 I was transferred to the Department of the

Pacific up in San francisco, a command that noc longer exists.
MEJ
This department was originalky ?zganized, as you knhow, as an

drn—

ad junttto Headquarters MQgéggmgg@p§4ta take care of administration

of Marines on the West Coast and with the Pacific Flest. It was
supposed to lift a great deal of detail burden from Washingten, D.C.
on housekaesping, and small transfers of personnel. It was quite
useful, I think, especially in times when communication wasn't as

ready as it is now. It had nething to do with Fleet Marine Force

Pacific except to support them on the various bases. But the recruit
i I

depot in San Disge and Marine Barracks ag,Camp Dendletan. Tmonty-mina

S T o thine
7, &
including the detachments in the Pacifisqand tha/%Zrines in the

Palms, San Francisco and lonia Island and all the other littl

garrlaow%/; ths Pacific, all came under that Despartment.

It was quitu an opportunity for the farine Corps to becoms known
in San Francisco and that part of California, and I think we had
gained quite a good deal of prestige there. I was rather sorry to
see that activity close fof that reason, although I don't guestion
the wisdom of it. |

From there, in August 1952, I was sent te the wetherlandé as

chief of thqlgﬁlitary aistanca/é%ﬁisury oup at The Hague, where
) M SRS RSO

I staysd for two yeers. This was sntirely different from anything
that I had ever dene in the Marine Corps. It was & semi-diplomatic

job in a foreign country. I had a staff th %ctlons of tha Army

and the Navy and the Air Forcae on it. Our program in the Netherlands
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amounted to about one billion dollard worth of squipment. It covered
ships, which we delivered to the Netherlands Navy, and airplanes whicl
we delivered from time to timalto their Air force, and artillery and
small armg to their Army. e also brought over experts anq built or
rafup%ishad an ammunition factory where small arms ammunition was mad
in the Netherlands, and built from the ground up an airplane jst
engine repair facility neasr the Fokker Air Manufacturing Company.
These were a few of the big things. I think it was a very fine thing,
although it was rather costly to the United States. Thet period is,
I understand, drawing to a.closn now, and those countries hava
é%qsufficient equipment and sufficient means to go ahead and furnish
thni; own armed forces. OFf course the ssconer we can stop apandxng
s ’wr;
Adollars in those countries, the better for our isggggg 2§Zf
While we were there we wers able, sven my small headquarters,
to head up relief for the tremendous flood that the Netherignds..had
It, was the biggest Pload,hsﬁfiifkgioke more sea

/oé/y ;U&W
1% they har.'/ in 300 year s, omd A/éna of their sn@ineers

?ﬁf@houg t it could heppen. It was very much a catetrophs, and by

being on the spot we were able to head the reliasf -~ army helicopteré,
enginesers, amphibian tracters, all sorts of equipment poured in Prom
our Army in Germany, eand it was quite a naw experience for me.

Although we wers independsnt of the State Department, tha{%ilitar:—
/C/Lcrﬁ’?/ S
ﬁssistanco ﬁduisory ﬁoup was deperdent along with the economic

adviser head - 4ﬂﬁx<«f*“;4’

Wocer ¥ Flogrn "
8 comparRE=tean,

to form what is knoun as

with the Ambassador as chairman. In other words, the
Ambassador was chairman of a team of two independent spending

agencies: one wes the Military Aésistanca. That in itself was rather
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interesting. It Jjust happenec that the ambassadogp Q?at were in ths
Zo /.

ot

Netherlands at the time ] was thesre -- Ambassadafhfhapin. and later
R et i .
Ambassador Matthews -~ were both very fine caresr diplomats.

In September 1954 ] returned to the Marine Corps base at Camp
Le jeune. I might say in passing thet somstimes {hsse dipldmatic Jobs
RO
are rather hard to give up, because if the Ambassador and the State
Department think ydu are doing a decent job, they recommend that you
be kept on for a while, and ths services have a hard time refusing

them a request of that kind. I was up against that and had to go

against the Ambassador's letter and
(:;mmandant of the Marine Corps to.get me cut of that job., After all
1 was a Ahr&no, and I wanted to get back in the Marine Corps. (Pause,

fly return teo the command at Camp Le jeune was to my mind merely
to get me back inte the Marine Corps duties and brush up a little bit
on Marine Corpe administretion) prior te a hoped for assighment theat
1 sventually got aafg;mmandingé;:nerailFlaet Marine Force Atlantic.
That took place in September 1955, and I retired in November 1956.

As commanding goharal of the Fleset Marine Force Atlantic, I don't
think there was anything we werthy of a great-ﬁumén/%49ﬁi/

e were worried about thes Mediterranean, and we were arganizing

@mjtafngmxﬁr’ﬂfm% )
a8 battalion amd=puttitg=it- on a2 ship -cud-dherg—in- the Medibkerraneans
3 A M‘{//l&ﬁ“—/ﬁ%@/rh /ﬁ/—f;aww"

=tanded. It was & battalign landing taa@A Otherwise, our

time was taken up with the 2nd E?visiop training in Lo jeune and the

training of the other headquarééré outfits, and alsc the aviation on
the East Coast, and in exercises in the & . and Visques areasi-
. ‘ R
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1 stestedake—gius some thought te—smmeime—up my whole 30 yearly
caresr, ong=—iFESEWTee=Hp, [ believe I should first say that my whole

career, in my opinion, was a well rounded one, and it certainly was
complete, because I played the whole hand out to the end, and retired
for age on my 62nd birthday. For some unaccnuntablglraason I wuas
always sort of glad that that hsppsned! |

I had had an opportunity r4# which is not given to many. I had
the opportunity of énmmandﬁng practically all the big bases that the

" 7 ~
farine Corps haq/,£7éﬁﬁéﬁ%ég%4u4H;2tzg:

e ————

§: VYou missed Quantico.

Noble: Camp Lejsune, Parris Islend, the training commend at Camp
L i N

LaJauna, the training command here in San Diagc and Camp Rendletaon,

IR Aot

T

and the Department of the Pacific.

Q: And FMFLant.

g QURTINT

Nobles And FMffLant. I think that's presctically everything sxcept . .
is . . Supply depats!

Nobles (laﬁghs) If I were to choose a new career right now, I rualli
could ask for nothing more interesting or more conatrbétive or more
ramgrding -- not monetary-wise, bscauss you don't go into the service.
for money; if‘yuu want to make money you'd better get intec business:

that's where money is made. That's a2 carser of its awn.
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I've always considered the military # profession as a very
humane and necessary profession. It requires 8 great deal of high-
mindedness to keep your feet on the ground. I've sxplained my

2 Lt o
pRefms=sion to civilians sometimes as being similer tq4a surgeon, .

gussidl-derg
When a human besing has a disease that thresatens his life, the
amargancy often revelves around the operation done by a skilled
Jurgeun who has spent his liféagraparing himself to do that -~ to

N eV
save the human baing‘ﬁ%ﬁiﬁa: A regular military officer is, I think,
in a rather parallel position., When the national health FPails to
the extent that snmothing‘ﬁ;astic has got to be done to .save the
el faEree Tl et

Constitution from dying4 then the trained professional military men
is just like ths sﬁrgean -~ he must step in and perform whatever
aoperation is necessary to make s the patient well again. I've
nsver looked upon it as being a destructive prafession, emi=in
a=miRps--way., That often surprises some peopla.

Although I didn't have a chance at the top job -« é@@mandant of
the Marine Corps ~~ that never worrisd me in the slightest, and I've
never felt the slightest Jaalouay, because of my very capable seniors
that did get it. Gen ates and Gen. Shepherd wers all well senior -

(2
to me, and all well luz;ndxttxx-a desarving -~ gqually at least,

if not more, deserving than I was. 50 ] didn't fesl at all bad{§20

—

. .
I4didn't think 1 had a real sismmgs chance. _LE=f<hed—heda—fau

~1éj:as also very fortunate in that I was never passed over by
_axbnard, Tas fgr as I know, for a job. And that has given me some
sétisfaction toe. 1 waes also very fortunate in serving through a
period of rapid growth of the flarine Corps, both in size, importance

and prestige. It progresssd from a small, essentially guard and
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cersmonial gﬂgf:a with small knowledge of ths employment of g well
rounded or sizeable forces in battle, totgamodarn, self sufficient,
army that it is today. It's net only an army, it's an élite_army}
which has the full confidence and admiration of the American peeopls
as a whols. cf&éaa/ ol mp7%é§£hz

It was not only interesting, but I wes-glsxd- to bsfasunzﬁznf

%mthat growth, and that's why I euid my carear has besn quite succeas~

ful, and I look back on it with a great deal of satisfaction.

I am only sorry that it's necessary to retire people s0 young,
Sixty~-two years of age, is oftoen when a person is raally just coming
into his reel maturity. I am sure thét most people 62 ysars of ag§

have bstter judgment than thay ever had befors in thelr lives.

1 suppose that could be quickly dispdted,lbut when we look at the

people that are governing th ountry today snd undertaking very

f&g
important missions, such asA“@btzéador Harriman BRI

R L

in Paris, I don't think that people just because they begin to get
in their 60s should baegﬂgﬁgdovarboard. Of course it requires a
little physicsl stahina toc hea e genersl officer in cempaign. But
then it requires the same phyaical'stamina to live in a country
whers a campaign ie going gn, or to be in the Diplomatic Corps in

8 country where bombs are dropping and wwie—the embassy ie getting
shot ﬁﬁ. So I wish the machinery could be revised to at least allow
healthy'pnople in their 60s to stay on a little longer. Maybe as
extra wheels -- step out of the regular line of promotion,—allow the

/47/3
young people to come It5 don't hold down a vacsncy after a certaln

I always falt when I retired that I was full of knowledge that I am
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sure the fMlarine Corps could use, and yet no chance. That's not a
/l%gkﬁﬁgg%aipt. Li—tgmees addebng , 1 suppoae.iﬁ%i é@z&iﬁz_
2 (W ) , .
Pausse) M €20 W /A,W %

f#ix Thank you very much for this intsrview. If you have any further

p— o - T
3 farone et—11

~ &l =
v

questione I'll be very glad to discuss them, as long as you've got

any tape laft.

i+ UWe've got lots of taps, General. I don't have questions, un-

fortunately. I want to thank you on behalf of the Historical Branch

for your time, sir.

End of Side 1, Tape 1, Sessien 1V,
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Guam 77, 92-94
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Hague 103
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Hingham, Massschusettes 36
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3rd Marine Division 68, 76, 81, 84, 87, 91

lst Marine Brigade 61

5th Marines 6167

6th Marines 6, 61-62

7th Marines 67

9th Marines 81

ist Provisional Battalion 41

nd Battalion, 3th Marines 62-64
83rd Company 67
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New Georgla B84

Hew Hanover 87
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Pelaliu 77

Fershing, General John J. 2, 16
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Rabaul 84, &7 o
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Roebling, Donald 70
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sibley, Lisutenant Colonel Burton W, 7
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dolomon lslands 83-85, 88
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stowell, lst Lieutenant George 5
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Truk 77

Turnage, General Hal 81-82, ©1, %4
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