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Setting the Record Straight
on the Black Sheep Squadron
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ACC4PI!SIIIST RI:cORD OF 1i!

BlACK Sitar SQUAbRO.

Two Tours: '2 Scptcrnber 1943 - 21 October. '943
27 Nove*he r • l9 3 - 8 .1 titti;. 941

96 Enemy plants dest roved in acrij I coh;'t (9S of the fight
planes, 95o1 tI:. vcr cnt,'ter:,torv

34 l:ney pL.r:cs prob.blv dtt royed jtr:jI co.bt
50 Eney pLiies dn*ged fl aeri Co+.it

21 Incay p rcs des t roved on he got::
201 iota I t1e•y p( aes destroyed proln.I' V dist rqyed or d:imagcd,

I lOG-foot AK destroyed.
I SO-foot AK destroyed.
I 70—foot J apatlese - oper;t i nose j 'niL do i toyed -

I 70-foot stea" launch dc.troed.

70 Japanese h,rgcs destroyed.

3 Japanese barges loaded with troops destroyed.

I Raft loaded .tth enemy troops destroyed.
IS Other cr:'ft probably destroyed.

125 Japanese bivouac FL! ccr;cntration .LtCJ'. and A.A. position'
in New Ireland, New Britain, Buka, Bou.inviI1c and the
Shortlands str;,fed.

I Japanese airfields strafed; Kihil I, Ba!Ile, and Borpop.

Successfully intercepted enemy forat ion attempt ing to attack
task force reinforcing Rarako,a

Relieved BougainvLlle ground troQp' ii an untenable pcsition
by strafing e:nttv .ort.lr Posiiont.

Participated in over 0O combat w.ttoas flying 4.195 combat
hours -

This coabat record Wa' established with the loss of II pilots
killed and wounded iii action.

I,f.,m.a.. p'e.d.J b' C.l F'a& F. flka. I NWVR iR.t
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Open Houses Draw Many
to New Historical Center

H. Wi], &dt f IJ. M&i, Cp.. thdd.d M.jC@ hfl W. USAFK,
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BOen Simmons, the Director, on the historical
program.

On 30 July, more than 44)0 retired Marines
from the metropolitan Washington area attended
a reception at the center and on 12 August the
largest crowd was registered: 600 persons
representing the official government historical
agencies and colleges, universities, and military
history organizations in the area.

The military historians' open house included
attendance at the barracks' evening parade. In
addition, more than 350 enjoyed a buffet dinner
at the Officers' Club.
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Publications production capabilities of the
division were explained at the military historians'
open house by Miss Cathy Stoll, right,
publications production staff member, to Robert
M. Utley, Deputy Executive Director of the
Presidential Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation. Miss StolE explained how division
publications, including Fortitudine, are set in
type in the Historical Center.

Retired Marines congregated around the snack table on the top floor of the center during their open house
on 30 July. The reception was so popular that it exceeded its announced time by an extra hour.



Vietnam and
Helicopter
Histories
Published

The first volume of a planned series on Marine
activities in Vietnam as well as the first book of a
two volume history of the development of the
helicopter in the Marine Corps have been
published by the History and Museums Division.

U.S. Marines in Vietnam, 1954-1964, to be
followed by eight other chronological
monographs, traces the Vietnam-related actions
of Marines through the first 10 years of American
military assistance that followed the French-
Indochina War.

The author, Captain (now Major) Robert H.
Whitlow, is a Marine reservist who was a
member of the division from September 1972-
August 1974. The narrative focuses on a number

MARINES AND HELICOPTERS

1946- 1962

1)

U.S. MARINES IN VIETNAM
THE ADVISORY & COMBAT ASSISTANCE ERA

1954-1964

of events during this relatively obscure and often
neglected chapter of Marine Corps History.

The text is footnoted throughout and is sup-
plemented by a number of useful appendices,
charts, maps, and photographs.

Marines and Helicopters, 1946-1962 is a com-
prehensive, detailed study of the men and events
that have made the U.S. Marine Corps the leader
in amphibious helicopter tactics. It was written
by LtCol Eugene W. Rawlins and edited by Maj
William J. Sambito, both experienced helicopter
pilots. The author skillfully guides the reader
step-by-step through the early stages of helicopter
development as the Marine Corps acquires,
develops, and realizes the enormous potential of
the new aircraft.

The book's 113 pages contain many rare
photographs of early model helicopters and of
the pioneers of the helicopter industry who
developed and flew them. It includes a
chronology, informational appendices, and a
detailed index to help the reader.

Both histories will be available for purchase
from the Superintendent of Documents, Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402 in
case-bound editions; Marines in Vietnam,
1954-1 964 for $6.75 and Marines and
Helicopters, 1946-1962 for an anticipated $6.00.
Automatic distribution of both histories willbe
made Marine Corps-wide down to and including
company level.



VTU (Historical) 1-8 Has
Active Duty at Historical Center
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DCPARTMENT OP THE NAVY
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•O!. fl.C 20350

OFFICIAL flUSINESS,!..-"—.

THUd) ri. S 1 -'IL

mining films. ond newsreels—dsnng from
World War I to the present. In the coune of hie
research. Mr Sold hod lnvestlgnted the holding!
of film repositories in the Washinion area arid
ha! reviewed what i held by the film archives in

a
Mr. Henry 0. Davi!. curator of the

MCLSBPac Museum at Bantow. Calil. will he
returning to thr L. Army museum system

Quantiio. Ass result of his effort.. Mn Suid had having been named curator of the Quartermaster
prepared a 'jot of nearly l1J tiIes. considerably Muanm at Fort t?e. Vs. Dovi. came to Barstow
more than hod pro inosly been thought to exist. rem 'he Cavalry ltiet,nI. Fort Rile, Ken.

What i the origin of the colored different colors. red for member of the
recognition Ilare worn In Shore Party Shnre Parts, blue for the Naval Beach
nod other beach units on thrir utility Group, yellow fr Anphibious Conotnic-
uniforms? ti,ti Battalions, and white for beach

Col JanIce J Harp, head of the
Engineer, Motor Transport, nod General
Support Branch in the Installation and
Logistics Deparuttent at Headquarters
Marine Corps. has been working with the
FMFPac Engineer's Office on the topic and
ask, if Fonhzadbie reader, can be of help.

ougnientation personnel. Col Ilsrp has

been oble to run th,'ir use back to the Ti-
niazi operation but bee had no uck in
establishing 'ho introduced them and when
on'] ott whet o,,tEtt,rics -

If any reader has information. Col Harp
be contacted ot Code LME, Head

quarters Marine Corps, Washiswton. D.C.
The patches are I 'inch sqoarea of four 20380 or phone 102t r-3bl8.
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