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COLLECTIONS 
The Personal Papers holdings include over 300 collections 

dating from as early as the War of 1812 and are open for re­
search on the premises of the Marine Corps Museum, Quantico, 
Virginia. Request for research access should be addressed to 
the Deputy Director for Marine Corps Museums, Marine Corps Base, 
Quantico, Virginia 22134. 

GENERAL ROY S. GEIGER, USMC 

The Manuscripts Section recently acquired the collection of 
the late Gen Roy S. Geiger, USMC. Gen Geiger, whose caree r 
spanned the development of Marine aviation from 1916 until his 
death in 1947, commanded both Marine air and ground units during 
his military service as well as the Tenth Army on Okinawa at the 
height of the campaign to capture that island stronghold from 
the Japanese. During the critical days of the Guadalcanal Cam­
paign in 1942, Gen Geiger directed the air defense of that be­
leaguered island and was subsequently awarded a bronze star in 
lieu of a second Navy Cross for his inspiring leaders hip. His 
first award of the Navy Cross was for his di stinguished se rvice 
in leading bombing raids against the Germans during the closing 
months of the First World War. The Geige r collection is the 
generous gift of the general's widow, Mrs. Eunice Geiger. 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL WALTER W. WENSINGER, USMC 

Mrs. Walter W. Wensinger ha s graciously added her late hus­
band's effects to the museum' s holdings. LtGen Wensinger in­
cluded in his distinguished career a number of assignments be­
ginning with his enlis tment as a private in 1918 . He se rved in 
Nicaragua and Chi na between the wars and during the Second World 
War he was awarded the Navy Cross for his distinguished and he­
roi c leadership while in command of the 23d Marines during the 
Iwo Jima Campaign. The general retired in August 1956 and died 
10 July 1972. 

GENERAL HOLLAND M. SMITH, USMC 

A collection of notes and reco llections of Gen Holland M. 
Smith was turned over to the division by Mr. Mac Asbill, for­
merly World War II aide to Gen Smith. Gen Smith, of cours e, was 
one of the most impor tant contributors to the development and 
wartime implementat ion of the Marine Co rps' amphibious mission 
and Mr. Asbill's recollections and notes add much to the under­
standing of the personal side of Gen Smith's character. The new 
material will considerably s uppl ement the division's holdings on 
this key figure in r ecent Marine Corps hi s tory. 
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