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Abstract: This article explores the substantial and growing ecosystem of 138
oceangoing and riverine hospital ships that are currently in use around the
world today from open sources. Providing a data-driven baseline about the
extent of this ecosystem, five key trends emerge: that most active vessels are
found in Asia and South America; that most active vessels operate in a single
context, while a small number conduct multinational maritime health
engagement; that most active vessels operate on rivers or inland waterways;
that most active vessels are operated by nonstate entities; and that most

active vessels have been developed in the past 25 years.
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Introduction
In May 2025, news broke that the People’s Republic of China (PRC) People’s
Liberation Army Navy’'s (PLAN) third Type 920 hospital ship, Auspicious Ark,
had conducted its first official exercise in the Yellow Sea.! This vessel comes
15 years after its first sister ship, Peace Ark, conducted its first maritime global
health engagement mission in 2010 and a year after its second sister ship, Silk
Road Ark, completed its first named mission to PLA positions in the South
China Sea in the summer of 2024.? This ship now brings the number of
hospital ships currently in use by the PLAN to 12 vessels, far exceeding the
U.S. Navy's 2 aging hospital ships commissioned in the mid-1980s, USNS
Mercy (T-AH 19) and USNS Comfort (T-AH 20), and the 3 Bethesda-class
expeditionary medical ships currently under development.3

Much of the recent discourse around hospital ships has focused on the
United States’ and PRC's hospital ships, especially their capacity for
supporting military personnel in war, how they have been used to respond to
crises, or how effective their global maritime health engagement has been.*
However, these discussions often overshadow the wider context of a
substantial and growing ecosystem of hospital ships in use around the world
today in addition to those of the United States and the PRC. This study
attempts to address this gap by using publicly available information to

provide a data-driven baseline about the extent of state-run and non-
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governmental organization (NGO)-operated hospital ships currently in use
today.

From these open sources, this study found 138 vessels that were active
as hospital ships around the world at the time of writing. From this data, five
key trends could be identified:

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world are found in Asia and
South America.

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world operate in a single
context, but a small number conduct multinational maritime health
engagement.

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world are riverine vessels.

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world are operated by
nonstate entities.

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world have been developed

in the past 25 years.

With at least 14 hospital ships under development or in a conceptual phase
found during the study, this extensive ecosystem shows no sign of slowing in
the near future.

Such an ecosystem continues to raise important questions about the
complexity of the future maritime medical operating environment during
peacetime and as the world enters an era of strategic competition. Therefore,
this article hopes to be of use to both military and civilian medical
professionals as well as academics who seek a better knowledge about the
current extent of maritime medical platforms present in the world today. To

start, this article will outline what hospital ships are before introducing the
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method used to collect information during this study and then presenting the

findings based on the data.

What Are Hospital Ships?

Before this article progresses, it is important to define what hospital ships are,
as they occupy a specific legal space compared to other types of warships that
have medical capabilities onboard. In peacetime, hospital ships can be defined
as any vessel being operated as such as long as its operating entity is in line
with relevant peacetime maritime laws and conventions. However, during
conflict, there are specific parameters outlined in international law that
govern what military and civilian ambulance, hospital, medical, or medical
transport ships should look like and how they should operate. This includes
declared neutral parties as well as belligerents. These parameters that govern
these types of vessels, which will be summarized as hospital ships for the
purposes of simplicity for this article, can be summarized as follows:

o All ship exterior surfaces are painted white, with one or more dark red
crosses displayed on the sides and horizontal surfaces, and a white flag
with a red cross flown at the mainmast.

e The ship is specifically and solely used to assist the wounded, sick, and
shipwrecked regardless of nationality.

e The ship may not be used to commit acts harmful to the enemy for the
duration of hostilities, even if they cease to be used as hospital ships.

e The ship's religious, medical, and hospital personnel and their crew
shall be respected and protected. They may not be attacked or

captured, except under extremely strict conditions.
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e The ship’'s name and description are notified to all parties to a conflict

at least 10 days before they are deployed.®

These parameters were first developed in the First Hague Peace
Conference of 1899, before being further elaborated in the Hague Convention
on Hospital Ships in 1904 and the 10th convention of the Second Hague Peace
Conference in 1907.° By the Second Geneva Convention of 1949, its additional
protocols of 1977, and further iterations of these conventions in the San
Remo Manual on International Law Applicable to Armed Conflicts at Sea of
1994, the rules defining and governing what hospital ships are and how they
should be used in wartime were codified by almost every nation on earth.’
However, multiple vessels outlined in this report would not currently conform
to these parameters if a conflict were to break out.

Away from these legal developments, the use of hospital ships has a
long history. Records dating back to the Athenian and Roman periods detail
the ships Therapia and Aesculapius being used as hospital ships in the third
and fourth century BCE.® In more recent times, hospital ships were put into
service by the English Royal Navy in the seventeenth century with HMS
Goodwill in 1608, while in the mid-1800s, USS Red Rover (1859) was used as a
medical ship by Union forces during the American Civil War.? However, it was
not until 1896 that the United States first developed a dedicated hospital ship,
the U.S. Army hospital ship (USAHS) Relief, which was soon transferred to the
U.S. Navy as USS Relief in 1902."° By comparison, the PRC developed its first-
ever hospital ships in 1991—Nan Kang (832) and Bei Kang (833)—almost 80

years after the United States did.""’
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Figure 1. Timeline of key dates in the development of hospital ships in history

1991
449 BC 1608 Nan Kang (832)
Therapia Gooawill Bei Kang (833)
Athenian Navy Royal Navy PLA Navy
289 BC 1896
Aesculapius USAHS / USS Relief (AH-1)
Roman Navy U.S. Army > U.S. Navy (1902)

Source: courtesy of the author.

The Method Used in This Study

The following section will describe the three-step systematic method that was

developed for this study to support the gathering of information using

publicly available sources about hospital ships currently in use in the world

today. The first data collection step was to use The Military Balance 2025 to

provide a baseline guide about which countries in the world officially operate

hospital ships.'? Using this credible and authoritative report, a total of 33

vessels currently operated by 10 countries’ armed forces were recorded (table

1). No hospital ships from NGOs were listed.

Table 1. Hospital ships listed in The Military Balance 2025

Number of countries
associated with operating
hospital ships

Number of
vessels found

Specific details

33 vessels 10 countries

Bolivia (2 vessels), Brazil (5), Burma (1), Indonesia
(4), Peru (5), PRC (9), Russia (3), United Kingdom
(1), United States (2), and Vietnam (1)

Source: courtesy of the author.
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The second data collection step was to conduct a broad unstructured

English-language search of online secondary sources for information on

hospital ships in use in various countries around the world. To help with

systematizing this search, the keyword “hospital ship” was combined with

each of the 195 officially recognized countries in the world (e.g., “hospital ship

Bolivia”) and inputted into the internet search engine Google." The results

that came up were then investigated for references to hospital ships and

information about each vessel recorded. Due to time constraints, only

records from the first two pages of each Google search were included in this

study. The search was conducted between October 2024 and 1 March 2025

from a U.S. location. This step of the method resulted in discovering 173

vessels operated by 70 entities (table 2).

Table 2. Hospital ships found during Google search, 2024-25

Number of Number of
Number of countries NGOs
vessels associated with | associated with | Specific details
found operating a operating a
hospital ship hospital ship
Countries: Bolivia (2 vessels), Brazil (11),
Burma (3), Chile (1), India (1), Indonesia (4),
Japan (1), Nigeria (1), Peru (14), Philippines
(2), Portugal (1), PRC (15), Russia (5), South
Korea (6), Spain (2), United Arab Emirates
(1), United Kingdom (1), United States (5),
Venezuela (1), Vietnam (1).
173 20 40 NGOs: Amazon Medical Ministries (1),

Aresa Shipyard (2), Beijing Pinglan Public
Welfare Foundation (1), Center for
Northeast Studies and Policy (C-NES) (15),
Central Brazil Mission (2), DoctorShare
NGO (4), Elpis Hospital Ship Association (1),
Friendship NGO (8), FXB Myanmar (2),
Grandi Navi Veloci (1), Hope for Brazil (1),
Impact Foundation (1), Irrawaddy River
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Doctors (2), Italo-Colombian Foundation of
Mount Tabor (1), Karuna Trust (1), Lake
Tanganyika Floating Health Clinic (1),
Marine Reach Global (1), Medical Ministry
International (1), Mercy Ships (5), Mision a
Bordo (1), Mission Ship (1), Order of Friars
Minor (OFM) Fraternitas Foundation (3),
Pacific Reach (3), Pan Entertainment
Production Company (1), Peace Winds
Japan (2), Project Amanas (1), Rotary Club
Egypt (1), Samaritan’s Purse (1), Seacoast
Mission (2), Smile Foundation India (1),
Sociedade Biblica Do Brazil (3), Southern
Health Improvement Samity (SHIS)
Foundation (4), St Francis Leprosy Guild (1),
United Methodist Church (1), University of
Western Para State (1), Vine Trust (4),
World Vision International (1), Worldwide
Hospitals (2), Yayasan Mega Gotong
Royong (1), Youth With a Mission (9).

Source: courtesy of the author.

The third step of the method was to corroborate the identified
information and to categorize the information for inclusion in the study. This
was completed in two stages. If information about a hospital ship was found
in both step one and step two, it was included in the study as an active vessel
without further investigation, as the information was deemed to have been
corroborated, current, and unlikely to have been fabricated given its inclusion
in a definitive source, The Military Balance 2025.

If information on a vessel was found in step two only, a second stage
would find additional credible sources detailing whether the vessel was active
either from primary sources (i.e., entities that operated the vessel, such as the
website of a country’s navy or an NGO) or multiple credible secondary sources
about the vessel. As a result of this stage, the 173 vessels that were found

from step two were categorized at the time of writing as follows: 138 vessels
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were active; 21 vessels were no longer in use; and 14 vessels were under
development or in a conceptual phase. These vessels, which are depicted in
figure 2, correspond with information in table 3, which can be found in the

appendix of this article.
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Source: courtesy of the author.

Limitations of the Method

It is recognized that this study’s method and findings have limitations. The
author acknowledges that significant bias is present when using open
sources, such as what information is presented from search engine
optimization algorithms or what information an entity wants to present
publicly. The location of where the search took place (i.e., a U.S.-based
internet search) could also affect what information is found, and additional
searches from other locations around the world may result in slightly
different findings.

The author recognizes that using English-language searches for vessels
and only employing one keyword can also affect what could be found for this
study. This study did not try to limit the number of vessels that were found
based on a strict naming convention (i.e., only vessels described as a “hospital
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ship”). Given that in peacetime, hospital ships can be defined as being
operated by how an entity sees fit, any medical- or health-focused vessel that
was found from the open-source search from the keyword “hospital ship [+
country]” was included regardless of its name or size. As a result, the study
found vessels that were described or named 33 different ways and included
a range of vessels as small as 52 feet to as large as 894 feet.'® That said, it is
the hope of the author that in the future this study could be improved by
using different languages and additional keywords, such as the 33 different
ways hospital ships were referred to, to find additional information about
hospital ships. This research was always designed to be an initial attempt at
mapping hospital ships in use around the world today.

This study also only looked at hospital ships that were defined as
primarily or solely being used for medical use. This study did not include dual-
use ships that have a primary military role but also have the ability to be
converted for use in a secondary medical role."> Recent examples of such
ships include the French Navy's landing helicopter deck Dixmude (L9015) and
the Italian Navy's logistic support ship Vulcano (A5335), both of which were
converted from their routine military roles to be used as temporary hospitals
during the Israel-Gaza conflict in 2023-24."® While these vessels can provide
an important medical capability in times of war and peace, the investment in
such dual-use ships is not primarily for health purposes and so if included in
this study they could potentially skew the results. The topic of dual-use
vessels and how they augment the existing hospital ship ecosystem or
conduct global health engagement missions such as the U.S. Navy's annual

Pacific Partnership deployment could be the focus of a future study.
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Finally, this study did not attempt to compare or contrast the medical
capabilities of each vessel, as the author is not a military medical specialist.
Instead, this study aims to provide a roadmap for readers to understand the
context of the current hospital ship ecosystem and identify areas for further
investigation. As no study is locked in time, it should be updated in the future
to ensure the continued validity of the findings or develop new insights.

Despite the abovementioned limitations, the data produced by this
study could still be considered useful because it provides a window into the
modern global ecosystem of dedicated hospital ships that are solely or

primarily used for medical purposes around the world today.

Trends from the Data
From the collected data, five trends become apparent:

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world are found in Asia and
South America.

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world operate in a single
context, but a small number conduct multinational maritime health
engagement.

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world are riverine vessels.

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world are operated by
nonstate entities.

e Most currently active hospital ships in the world have been developed

in the past 25 years.

Each of these trends will now be expanded below.
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Most Currently Active Hospital Ships in the World Are Found in Asia and South
America

When exploring the data, notable patterns emerge of where hospital ships
are in the world. Of the 138 active vessels found for the study, 88 percent
(121) operate in the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM) (71) or U.S.
Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) (40) areas of responsibility. The remaining
12 percent (17) operate in the U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM) (7), U.S.
Europe Command (EUCOM) (2), and U.S. Northern Command (NORTHCOM)
(2), or they operate across multiple combatant commands (CCMD) (6).

Exploring this breakdown in more detail, 54 percent (75) of the active
hospital ships found for this study operate in just four countries; Brazil, India,
Peru, and the PRC. Brazil is the country where the largest number of hospital
vessels are flagged and operate, with 22 state and nonstate riverine vessels
conducting medical support along tributaries of the Amazon. With the
Brazilian Navy developing another vessel—FPSO Anna Nery—this number is
likely to increase in the future."’

India has 21 flagged nonstate medical clinic boats that operate along
rivers and estuaries in the country since 1997, when the Southern Health
Improvement Samity's M. V. Dominique was first put into service. The Indian
Navy is also developing an unnamed national hospital ship that would
represent the first state-run oceangoing hospital ship in the country.

Peru has 17 flagged state and nonstate medical vessels operating on
inland waters in the country, including the Peruvian Coast Guard’'s BAP Puno
(ABH 306), the oldest functional hospital ship in the world (dating from 1872)

that operates on Lake Titicaca.'®
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Finally, the PRC operates 13 medical vessels, 12 operated by the PLAN
and one likely operated by the People’s Armed Force Maritime Militia, Yanyu
861. Afurther unnamed medical rescue ship is being developed by the Beijing
Pinglan Public Welfare Foundation, which would be the first NGO vessel
operated by the PRC."™

A further 20 percent (28) of active vessels found in the study operate
or are flagged in four other countries—Bangladesh (8), Indonesia (8), Burma
(7), and South Korea (5)—while the remaining 26 percent are flagged to 21
other countries (35) or could not be identified (1). For a summary of the above,

see figure 3.

Figure 3. Breakdown of active hospital ships by CCMD based on flag of the

vessel
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Source: courtesy of the author.
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Most Currently Active Hospital Ships in the World Operate in a Single Context, but
a Small Number Conduct Multinational Maritime Health Engagement

When exploring the 138 active hospital ships found for this study, the vast
majority appear to operate in a single context, with 86 percent (118) routinely
focused on serving domestic populations within a specific country. This
includes 69 vessels that are run by NGOs and 49 vessels that are state-run,
the latter of whose use of medical and social service programs is aimed at
reenforcing state authority in remote communities. Examples of these types
of vessels include the Brazilian Navy's five hospital assistance ships (NAsH),
the Chilean Navy's dental medical patrol boat Cirujano Videla (PMD 74), the
Peruvian Navy's 13 itinerant social action platform (PIAS) vessels, and South
Korea's five hospital ships run by four civilian municipal governments.

The remaining 14 percent (20) conducted maritime health engagement
across multiple countries in the world. Of these, 16 vessels are state-operated
by the Indonesian Navy (4), the PLAN (4), the Spanish Social Institute of the
Navy (2), the U.S. Navy (2), the Vietnam People’s Navy (2), the United Arab
Emirates’ (UAE) Ministry of Health and Prevention (1), and the British Royal
Navy (1). The five remaining vessels are run by five NGOs; the oceangoing
Global Mercy and Africa Mercy, operated by Mercy Ships in West and South
Africa; the oceangoing Elpis, operated by the Elpis Hospital Ship Association
in the Mediterranean, Gambia, and Madagascar; the riverine vessel Mau Pata,
operated by the Medical Ministry International between Colombia, Peru, and
Brazil; and the Pacific Hope, an oceangoing vessel based in Mexico that has
conducted health missions to the Caribbean with Marine Reach Global.

Exploring the state-run vessels that conduct multinational maritime

health engagement missions in more detail, a relative newcomer to

Expeditions with MCUP 15



conducting health missions across multiple countries in the world is the
Indonesian Navy, whose four vessels—KRI dr. Soeharso (990), KRI dr. Wahidin
Sudirohusodo (991), KRI dr. Radjiman Wedyodiningrat (992), and KRI Semarang
(594)—have conducted overseas medical missions to Egypt, Timor Leste,
Singapore, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu in
recent years.?°

The PLAN's most high-profile hospital ship, Peace Ark, has conducted 10
maritime global health engagement missions around the world since 2010.
Through the so-called “Harmonious Missions” and a disaster response to the
Philippines in 2013, the vessel has steadily increased its port visits to
countries on six of the world’s seven continents in the past 15 years.?! Three
other PLAN hospital ships—Silk Road Ark, You'ai (861), and Youhao (862)—have
conducted health engagements closer to home for PLA personnel on the
disputed Spratly and Paracel (Nasha and Xisha) islands in the South China
Sea.”

Spain’s Social Institute of the Navy operates two medical ships on
behalf of the country’'s Ministry of Inclusion, Social Security, and Migration
since the early 2000s. The ships Esperanza Del Mar and Juan De La Cosa are
designed to support Spain’s industrial fishing fleets around the Azores, the
Canary Islands, and Saharan and Mauritian fishing grounds, as well as the
northern Atlantic Ocean.

Another newcomer to multinational maritime health engagement, the
UAE converted the roll-on/roll-off container ship SSF Ania for use as a hospital
ship during the country’s response to treat civilian casualties of the Israel-

Gaza conflict in 2024.%3
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The Royal Navy has operated the Royal Fleet Auxiliary (RFA) Argus
(A135) as its primary casualty receiving ship since 1982, when it was deployed
during the Falklands War. Since this time, the vessel has supported British
military operations in the Middle East, the Adriatic Sea, and Sierra Leone, as
well as disaster response operations in the Caribbean and West Africa.?*

The U.S Navy's two hospital ships—Mercy and Comfort—have
conducted disaster response missions since they were put into service in the
mid-1980s.2> In addition, they have conducted near-annual Continuing
Promise and Pacific Partnership global health engagement missions in the
SOUTHCOM and INDOPACIFIC areas since 2000.2°

Finally, similarly to the PLAN's use of some of its hospital ships, the
Vietnam People’s Navy hospital ship Khanh Hoa 01 largely operates in the
South China Sea, supporting troops and fishing fleets in the disputed Spratly
(Truong Sa) Islands.?” The vessel also took part in maritime exercises in

Indonesia in 2016.%2 For a summary of the above, see figure 4.
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Figure 4. Depiction of where state- and NGO-run hospital ships operate in the

world
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Source: courtesy of the author.

Most Currently Active Hospital Ships in the World Are Riverine Vessels

Of the 138 active vessels found for this study, 57 percent (79) were riverine-
based hospital ships. A further 39 percent (54) routinely operated at sea, both
in territorial waters and across open ocean, while 4 percent (5) operated on
two of the world's largest lakes: Lake Titicaca in South America (3) and Lake
Victoria in East Africa (2). Even when looking at the 14 vessels under
development or in the conceptual phase for the future, 12 of which will be
seagoing or oceangoing vessels, this trend is unlikely to reverse soon. A
further two vessels currently under development will operate on inland

waterways in Brazil and Lake Tanganyika in East Africa.
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Fifty-four percent of the 79 riverine hospital ships are flagged and
operate in the SOUTHCOM area (43), while the remaining 46 percent are
found in the INDOPACOM (35) and AFRICOM (1) areas. No active riverine
vessels were found in the EUCOM, NORTHCOM, or U.S. Central Command
(CENTCOM) areas. When exploring the 54 seagoing or oceangoing vessels,
this trend is reversed, with 67 percent (36) of vessels flagged and operating in
the INDOPACIFIC area. A further 22 percent of seagoing vessels conduct
operations in the AFRICOM (4), SOUTHCOM (4), EUCOM (2), and NORTHCOM
(2) areas. The remaining 11 percent (6) operate across multiple CCMDs. For a

depiction of the above, see figure 5.
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organized by CCMD

Global Hospital Ecosystem 2025

Figure 5. Types of active and retired hospital ships found for this study,
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Most Currently Active Hospital Ships in the World Are Operated by Nonstate
Entities

Fifty-four percent (74) of the 138 active vessels found for this study were
operated by 32 civilian nonstate entities, while the remaining 46 percent (64)
were operated by 25 civilian and military state entities. Looking at the future,
this trend appears set to continue, as one-half of the 14 vessels currently
under development or in a conceptual phase will likely be run by state entities
and the other one-half operated by NGOs.

However, when exploring the vessels operating within the different
CCMDs, more nuanced details emerge. Of the 65 hospital ships that currently
operate in the INDOPACOM area, 70 percent (45) were run by NGOs, while
just 30 percent (20) were run by state entities. A similar picture is seen in the
AFRICOM and NORTHCOM areas, where five of the six vessels found were
operated by NGOs.

In the SOUTHCOM area, this trend is reversed. There, 58 percent (28)
of the 45 vessels were state-run, with the remaining 42 percent (19) run by
NGOs. This is again mirrored with the 20 vessels that conduct multinational
maritime health engagements across multiple countries, with 75 percent (15)

of vessels operated by state actors. For a summary of the above, see figure 6.
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Figure 6. State-run vs nonstate-run hospital ships in different CCMD areas
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Source: courtesy of the author.

Most Currently Active Hospital Ships in the World Have Been Developed in the Past
25 Years
When considering the 130 of 138 active vessels found for this study whose
date of commissioning could be identified, 88 percent (114) had been putinto
service since the year 2000 (figure 7). Even more stark a number, 32 percent
(41) of these vessels were made operational in the past five years. These
numbers highlight the relative youth of today’s hospital ship ecosystem.
When exploring trends between state- and nonstate-operated vessels,
a similar pattern emerges. At least 84 percent (53) of the 63 state-run vessels

found for this study whose date of commissioning could be identified were
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put into service since 2000. For the remaining 67 NGO-operated vessels
whose date of commissioning could be identified, 91 percent (61) were put
into service since 2000.

Looking at the different flags of vessels and their associated CCMD
areas, further nuances emerge. In AFRICOM, two of the three vessels flagged
were put into service after 2020, with a similar picture in EUCOM, where five
of the seven vessels flagged were commissioned after 2000. In INDOPACOM,
63 of the 68 vessels flagged began operating since 2000, and 35 percent (24)
of these since 2020. In SOUTHCOM, 42 of the 48 vessels flagged were put into
service since 2000, with 29 percent (14) of these since 2020. Only vessels
flagged to NORTHCOM went counter to this trend, with just one of the four
vessels found for this study—Youth with a Mission’s Amazing Grace—
beginning operations after 2000.

With the development of at least 14 hospital ships underway by state
and nonstate entities—including new actors in the maritime medical sector
such as India, which is developing a national hospital ship—the use of these
specialized vessels for both domestic-focused social services and soft power

aboard looks set to continue for the near term.%?
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Figure 7. Cumulative number of hospital ships commissioned since 1970
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Conclusion

This article has attempted to provide an initial quantitative baseline about the
extent of the world's active hospital ships. It is an ecosystem that is perhaps
larger than people realize, with at least 138 active vessels and 14 more ships
under development or in a conceptual phase. This ecosystem has developed
considerably in the past 25 years, is heavily active in Asia and South America,
and is one that is predominantly riverine-based. It is also a system that this
largely operated by nonstate actors and predominantly single-context
focused, although a small number of actors conduct multinational maritime
health engagements.

In peacetime, having a holistic understanding of this ecosystem could
help those coordinating health engagement activities, both civilian and
military, to prevent duplication of efforts, enhance existing programs,
improve collaboration efforts, and reenforce maritime global health
engagement. As the era of strategic and regional competition intensifies,

analyzing how some actors use multinational maritime health engagement to
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project maritime soft power could reveal priorities for shaping influence in
key regions before open conflict emerges. In warfare, understanding the
extent of various state and nonstate maritime medical platforms in the world
could help share the burden of medical needs between partners and allies,
as well as for civilians that will inevitably be caught up in the fighting.

If a transition to conflict occurs, several hospital ships identified for this
study, both military and civilian, would face challenges in complying with the
proper identifications and/or protections governing hospital ships in the
Second Geneva Convention and other customary international laws. For
example, the Royal Navy's RFA Argus, which is painted gray and not exclusively
used for medical purposes, or Mercy Ship’s Global Mercy, which does not have
any red cross markings displayed on its hull, may fall into these categories if
conflict were to break out.

Taking a wider view, the large ecosystem of hospital ships operating in
the world today raises questions about how much consideration is given to
the capabilities of these vessels in scenario planning. For example, what
efforts are being made to understand how coordination or interaction would
work between military and civilian entities for maritime medical activities?
How would these vessels be employed effectively to respond to survivors of
convoy attacks that could involve large numbers of casualties, similar to what
was seen in the Atlantic Ocean during World War II? How well understood are
the legal parameters of what makes a hospital ship a protected vessel under
the Second Geneva Convention by military and civilian decision makers at all
levels and from all sides? Using hospital ships as a lens through which to
explore wider questions related to the conduct of future warfare could help

identify gaps in the knowledge of those planning for a challenging future and

Expeditions with MCUP 25



root solutions in a reality that considers any mariner, regardless of if they are

military or civilian.
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Appendix 1: Raw Data

The following table provides details about the vessels that were found for this

study using open-source data. It lists information that includes each vessel's

name; its area of operation; its operating entity; its flag; its type; the type of

cruise it is capable of; the year it was put into service; its length; its

displacement; its speed; its full crew complement; the number of patient

beds; its stated capabilities; and two sources of information about the vessel.
The table is organized by alphabetical order of the operating entity of

the vessel. Acronyms have been used in the stated capabilities section of the

table for the purpose of efficiency. These include the following:

CL  clinical laboratory

D dentistry

EY  ophthalmology

G gynecology

GE  geriatrics

IC intensive care

P pharmacy

PE  pediatrics

PH  primary health care

R radiology

S surgery

SA  social assistance

\ optometry.
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