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Interview with: Lt. Gan. Karls. DAY, USMC, Rat. 

Interviewert mr. Benis m. frank 

Place:. East Williston, L.I., N.v. 
Date; 5 August 1968 

U; Thia is a unique interview in a sense~ Censral, becauee you are 

the first high ranking retired reserve officer interviewed for the 
j'i?,$i2v·v'e.

p rog1·cim t and your career goes back to l917, active duty end ~.d:· 

duty also. first I'd like you to tell mat if you mill please, some

thing about your early yaats. You wsre born in Indiana? 

Gan. Day: I was born in the ,authaastern corn•~ of Indiana, may 

30th 1196. The town has haw become temous becauie that•e •here 
· /t;4q'/;,f L / . 

they hold this mu:rrn:la, shooting. 1J?47c:/f. 

Tha place that Just blew up ra~sntly? 

Day: No. 

/VtJt,,,;,Nf;, J 
niey have a n:±c::;: muz.:z:J.af ,shooting z,if'let ccmiH;~t ir1 the l:tt-tla 

t .. OUIO of' tfr,eJ4ki f • Ind i.e-1aa 7 If D /1,1,/~s -rv-~,M,, l,""/VCir.h1-f/-i ~ 



Day .... 2 

Q: Your remily lived thare? 

Day; No, my mathar wasn't born thera, but she wea reiaed thara~ 

ly rathsr lived soma 10 ar 15 ailaa from there. They bath want 

away to ach0a1, and wete married aft~r that, and did not live in 

that part or th$ country sxcept on vieita~ 

Day1 My fether•a fath•r and mother ware both barn in England and 

cama ta thie caurttry as children, ly grendfather we$ a veteran of 

tha Civil War, and th•y di~n•t knaw aach atha~ until after they came 
· . m,Yt'A1r} 

to thl~ country. ,my .mothsp * $A peQplEtl actually gQ back to the 

Plymouth Colony, ~. hev <l#fh-e{ was born in th~e et:1untry pf G{~rmian 

Dayt jes• ih's apell$d 40 different mayst t had a little fun a 

couple ot' ya~!-"$ ago~ l tian dPwn $O~e of trtia fami.lY in Ger-many. 

Now outside of the Civil War experience of your grandrathsr~ 

was there any milltaty background? 



Day ,, 3 

Day: Vea, both my grandfath•rs fought in the Civil war~ ly rather 

t.1Hrts the wrong ag.a for the Spanish War. At -~ time Ohio titate 
~:,i'l')\\'f~,:,O,.'!(t1.;,,JS•i',1w,;I'~ 

~l ttnas ,~, ... and st.ii; ia ...... c:-1 land grant. collaga,, tH'td evary fresh ... 
,14?/' ' ' 

man and aophomure ,~ to dn thre.e h(3tJt'$ a. wesk of drill. l:t WcJHS 
C't>mAI/? ~#Vt?/d6PI' 

~nrJUm as,·- 'l_o ,. (1,.,..1 . ~s .Army.. I ~ it ~ a$ mt.rnh e11tJ.1 1 e i~ijm as 

l _poasibly could. And I was mixed up in alhletice, achool politics 

whils I was still an undergraduate tried to get me to accept a cam-

i. tt 1 1,1 /},--J ·f {A//2kb1J'r )riftV?s1eJ,. mission n 1e ragu ar ,rmy1 · 

llihan tha l\Ju:- broke out I'd g:radua tar.L I went through oolleg~ 

in threa years. I was working in Columbus, 

That•a tha University af Ohio? 
,.. wdr d vv/ll" 

/)tf,11,17 7/ne µ)eel~ /I f'lP' 

Oay t Ohio State, in Columbu$. ,A A,.~£1.k le.tar I had to be in New York0 

ln t,meC'Rmeagy vica.,,,pl;'8$iden-t that Wll$ l;.\ nut t~x:itrtmXliHJ,ajill:m!ia¥ on mi .li tc/U.'Y 

service, h• waa e retired colonel in the New Yo:k National Guard. 

A/1 
Sack in C.tt.lvmbus i>a~$~x:t~i~x~1'~s,ui1£1no:·x.~rut:,u~ii:A~.t y~u *rl 4-1 w1~>.v-~, 

in fi.Jl · . . . 7/;1,/ K, n v /1--'bt,o:T' /"'-t-;-.e.. /hvU {;;· fi' -{- -~ .. . ., . 

s9~ rieu,spapei- headlinee1 t•ikiit~xtt.m~ix11r.u.l!m~~ ) ~l ;;41;;'.;,!}f;;,.,·> 
but 1r1 Neux Yr.n:f<, my ~d, thare i!Jer£:t. rec.t1.li ting offic$i~S and band.$ 

en evary at»aet coiner. I waa having lunch with fir, mason. encl I. 

••id) "Mr. l•son, if you were going to go in tha service, which 

branch would rau 90 into?" noh, the United Statse marina Corpa 
L Al~ 11 

by al.l maans .. !t'a the finest .milita:ry oz-9anizatiao/zJA1-/10,¥e.::, 



Day,.. 4 

Day: l'd h.eard a.bout it .. , but it didn 1 t mean'ganyt. h.tng t.o me. 
t',c}hJRl.':f ,, 

We sent of'f a wire to 7<£n'#?tM// 1, ~ ~ow do I go about 
/' II 
Corps? I got a wira back 

7~~ 
friend fflaJ. Holcomb~ I took 
~~~ 

a sleeper that night to Washington, went. to Headqua;rtel'$t aawc,n ., J" 
· · ',J1t1V;e1s 1 

ma.j. Htilcomb who was in a hell of' a dither bec:eusa Sact-etary ~-
~~ . . 

orders~ all back in unH'orm, and Halcomb said, *'Goeh, ! flaven t t 

had a unirorm an in four yeara, I hav•n't got any that fit met" 

But nobody could have bean more understanding and more helpful 

to a young calloJJl i:;n.mk than Maj. Holecunb waia to ma. He a~plained 

to me the diff'ar11moe bet.ween th$ res$rVe0 and the regular~ He wrasn 't 

too sul'e epQut. the raae1·ve h.imfHllf', h@cause it waa just,9ett.ing 
. l/.tl.eff'f/,i,1//1! .fv-c,;1. >iy 1,d,~·~·i rit.,r/5 1Fi&J1-.'.R.11%~;t11te. fiw>,t-i-1 ,t)wr bur ·r'.( h1;ve 1"i> ·,~ .,;, 

started. He t!\H~!d, r1w11y dtmtt you gu and take ·the t>'3gUl<l!r, bEl!cause ~ 
4 . ~ 

if you don't want ,it when you .gst. through you can alurayt. i;,esign, ~ 
t(. ~; 

and you don't lase anything by it. tI So l put in for.I regt-1lr.u~ 

~ommiasicn~ Thia was in the middle of April. I went to Chicago 

on may 21st; tha~e were altogether about 75 of ua to take the .. , 
. . . .. ·· . fa-r ~.'. ~ ,, /tfv~ 1,r!ZC,IT,Urllv Dtl~ry t)/J/e ~ f 11t:A·1, u~ ~ lel;fe;,-#NI·: 
ex~i~::10*4· ·13r~ J )r,.e/1/ l:$--1,te~✓..6!;~ :f:'i t,,,-o'f'.- ~\,Y 1~Ji/ev· ~, ~~:u../c bur J-. 

fix"'"' a M ,u, )(%1"" ,.:a;llf" !I IQlil!ilX sl<apa d l<l/f,AI "r ~ lkY i' rc;,P ,;,¥ 

;z ~1~:~smbar, tluy hacl four vacanci:es for regulars~ ~·i -:lob Of ··I 
~/l who peseed gr.tt ca:Hnmiasio.ns in thf:l ;i•eserve or tempcitary 

commi:as:iona .. 

P~:ry t l 9ot a, lU:1,91;1lat c.ommis$iOn :t 111hieh euJtomei.tical.l y gav,l\i me 

t$niority ovar the t$mpora1iee. 

I 

i 

di 



Day -~. 5 

JtJri'f f!Ah~e ~ 1: 
that w~s e break, I \houg"• @t my $anio:ri ty dido' t. ·mean 

a damn th:1,,o 

all about .. 

I didn't realize, I didn•t understand what it wae 

t;/11r { .t!-t/!YJ i"ti ~ 
Anyway l wa.s su11'lrn/l in as second lieutenant, rftari.nfil Cp:rps 

Ranrve and 1,-fib,il "t,--4,1 A;f -Svffb,-,,,,-,t1.d';.I w;th a probationary 
, 1 • ,, ,,( ll ~ 1/'1,l IP nA-rv 1tn:P. rJ_ /J/1--) {) r../!t•f~ 

& ffomJIYIP.,vi fK p.lJ the US l\'lar.ine Corps~ i-if'as to :report to the 

Marine Corpe Rifle Range at Winthrop, Maryland, on June 21st. 

Qol':lnt ice, wasn't ready ~--- they ware at ill building e Quantico. 

We got down to Quantico about th• first week in July, in the mud 

and the dust and aD rorth, and started the Fir• t off1oera 1 training 

school. 

Q: July 18th you got down thare. 

Daya Is that when it waa? 

rf· V,tlj-l;J t.: J4- l/)1~aMv:1, 
Day t ~ My ocmmanclin9 of'ft icer. 

w}t"/4 
{/ Ar.fJ~r A--:, 

. . • . t(fltUJ1V ~Wib~ p;,,7 '70Y(E7, 
iutH;1 Phil J~_f'.t!_Y 114 Whi:1$ I think lltf he 

~~:lW~W.JA.-'lf~~Yt::~:'#-~~.i*-1::)~i 

be de,1rad as a general officer ha was 

these short cavi-.llry btH:it$: and alway$ ca.t·~ied a riding orop.1 end 

when things wara 4•~•~xR~ij going all right the ridihg crop~ would 
/j/1/' t'tif. ij 'fep,tl[J}, 

coma dc:rnm with @~ e p. 1llihsn they u,a:ren 1 t going so go0d;; the tempt, 
,,,.,,;- . 1 

would start t.o pick up.. And pretti soo_ft ouid h a:r his vc.ica fl:l< f.u. 
/Pre Of'- e;hrrts r_~J /~.Jr, "r f.:1 '<- -4 .; .., .II' ~f'" " . :i:_ /J' t i=;'T'' 1r/tvkt1,G f;J,ri ~Ille_ 

He d.id a d::.,mri good JO:.b ~~~ts, t~ ~J_ k.1-]tl{,()e,;~ Jy 1- 5 
t,,1,,; f il?;. L. · '(/ 

" "(..,:rt!tw/le- .Ci. ·1lprc~~;trn.Q 

'1%r'1k- ·Jvve1c Ar1;f 0 



•'dirty doient1 l eoutw}J~;tl. ~cnJ wht; }h~y uHn:eh Then'$ was Johnny 
0 v';2_vfD rt! $ ~ -?/)~,, ~,,.{/JM_/t.J.z( - -
- Q..W;)~ ~M~Y,_.~fG;:rma~;tf· l'm tst-ribl'lon n~mes, l can1t remember tharo. 

Th• ane• l kheID bast in my $quad all went to trance, and tam the 

only ona that came aut allva, 

I 
Qt Wha,ri yo L// . ~-·· 

Oay: • • . in th!l]8.tice~a 1 training echoolt thie £a •••x~ before 

llfe were iaing·tauijht to ba inrantt'y of'fice:t's. 

Oay t All right~· Anyway, about th~ 'ir!~,,a-"'?F this CQUl'Se """" I WfJUld . 

n ~!Y.~a~/.9~:.···.1 t}a middle Qf. Au.go .. et.~. _!;1:;l.:._ft~!.eY &$S. embled the ;~:~t~}i.&CJJ!k, .· 
foyv!J. , ~,-1,y " 'f"rut" i;... . ,411:.P r 1, 1 ,,, 

t.:;apt ii CunnipghagJ; at. Haadqw1~u:•terSc hed .~. me$Sage for U$; Cunningheru ~·: 
11 - iZ11;.h, . . .· • ~ 

aaid,. "Gentleman, tha Sacratary or the Navy h~s a.a~a~a.authorizad ~ 
1 . . . . . . . (1-1t,tl1r) . ~, 

t.t.t.t~tha {that•• wha~e he gat the nickname of mutta~Cunningham) }' 

, ~ •" Anyway·hs tald ua that w~ w@ra going to have an aviation 

setrtion.1 . tha.t Wi wtiuJ.tl so t.o rr:~mc:e, antt ;hat ht wfi~ d()wn there t;Q 

'haJ;k to an.ybtJdy who w'e:EJ int111rtisted in bsc.oming. a pilot.. He $.aid,. - • 
. µ.,J ~ :i1'r"'Q / !:(,-.: 

*'Anybody ,~ho•s. inte.:e.s,tad J?l$a!iH~ take tuto .·PElt1$'$ ro,ruuatd f It EYt' .,., · .• ' 
i #f-:7JV.;/l,t,'tj)~( A~f;.1.eit AWi;1e~;,?ltJtl,.'''rc,v~✓A-~';/4k····Ylf//1 '3:--rh:;ttr(1lw'f' ~k _,JJ71\, 17l.(./ . ' __ , 
• gtt-etf;·d'lli me,; t ,_fu,:flZ Ol' 20 __ :th_, ~h~~l'J bloQdy QUtf' it V,iuv'fe-lNt~~ '../'d,tf 

f I rcfv1 7r-1-1111,u~.1 

' "---· 
. ·-.... 



. rJtV-1 
01y1 Oh, thi~ wee e« unusual bunch of young men in thi$ Firat 

offioera echeo1, lik& the Pltet gtaupa at any-~ the N•vy ha~• 

group they .we:r.$ very proud or in nava.l av.iatio~n· ,-a bunch .of hot 
) 

I ~ '((? ,.(-,re ,14. _ ,--, 
shot A,1C11 w 1,,0 Vl,&, I.'.. 1:...t..t. • t <P lc./e('e Ari I .;;;.:::so'it Y-&n high ~t>ciEl! Y11 . ; . 

~ 1,,uu; rM$l!?S. a high $0£!/iety f:nm.ch, but we het-d a lot of 

athletes. We ••~e young, wa wire k~•n• Somebody dld a pretty 

good Job or etll>otit ,r/2,;--,, l?t.Ynch, 
Wa war~ leaking for adventure. At that tima I was barely 21; 

~~ I wa.s one or the ye\jnget., I don• t think t.hare waei 

anybody thare over 24 oi 2B. 

ti: The La.f!t4yett.a ~cad~illa? 
-,, t.J.IU .....,. W:i . , .,.ell!_ .. _._ .. --.'~!£$ 

Day~ Vas,, th~ ~!~Y~-~.t,~ea:~at:h:iil;le; ~nd the_~:!jhthof'en Cire1.,1?: 

and thtnge like that. lt waa a da~ing thing to do. Aa I aay 1 

tH.:tt:. 
· -a.varytn;n:!y •~ i.J1 for it, 

end of achool, when 18 of 

at the Navy VfU'.'d lrt Philada<!pM.i~t." '! 

Qi That* s tight . ., \Uhat kind of t.;t,-~1:$..t1.in9 \liSl'ta YPU 9ett.in9. as a 

tuQtd.,d .... tH;1 inrt-antty .tlff ioijt? 



Oay •• a 

~ n fJt11,t1, lkse ov(,04:✓ 
Oay: 'fhe $t.anderd.!\treiniog """'.',1 drillt how to tn.d.ld t't:Jv.atements, h$w 

to reconnoiter, night reconnoiteting, how to protect yourself• how 

to handle your traopa principally, how to protect them. rt waa • 

standard marine Corpe 1nf•ntry arflcars training. 

Q: 

Day; I don't remember that ~e h~d any in that &chool. There may 

have bean latent cm, ,~) 

Day; Yea. lell, we'd entered tha ~•r, but hedn•t started ta 

pat-t..tcipatth It wa$ Jutt gpod 1 .sound raa~i.ne ·Co~p$ Intant:r:y ser:a:md 

li~utenant training, aa Much as you o~uld cram in 90 days of it, 

Anyway the 1B of ua repattsd to Philadelphia~ six ot them 
.JJI. (tvv.P. "vf' ,, •• 

were detachsd to the Azore$ ,-1° ,(1 '5.t4 u 'ifVts t:-,' Cocky tvana; :and 
~~-~ ••• ."~2. ~·-- .!_ .. __ · L1s.1. ___ !HI, 

the c,thex.- 12 of us cam$ .up fad:(;! to ttai).ahu~st ft'sld, which is now 

was a major at that time. 

Oay,i 

Milt 

C9fe~IJI 
ru That :~ten K~, .Picasla.y7 

- ;_ q I filt!li.-.L _; .l tzl .S1'!ilS1tt& 

ltd :Chiltnbetilr:d,n • Pl!,:,elay ,. 
' 



Day, They were not called the Fir,t Marine ~v!ation force; they 

had aome other nama, I can't ra~embar whet it mas. They hid 1$8 
• . t?t C4/C /l'f4f dl14 .. . . 

planaa, end they got the tra1n1ng,o~~t Eh~re ~n the Azorea; they 
A# . i1 . - ··-
~t almost imrnedietely f rem Philadelphia. .t forgrat. u,hat they 

called that outfit~ 

They 1 d piak,d up hplPfl doien or eQ. Wa hired some civilian 
/.,,,1e re. Lv~Pef lA--NVA-S &1 n 

instructors, \de weA~ Old Country Road ,,, .. that'@ the main high,.. 
.-

way around here along th$ north s.ide of Hat:lehurr~t Field, fi.H Roose-
velt field! 0:r±'l..:fi.&JJ.. -. ·---- -"""""' - ) 

Qi That rpad goes back to the rsvolutian, doean•t it? th~t rout•7 



Day - 10 

l~)\.&l\ D u .. y ov11,f; 
Oayr /\ Tha Army g:ava us the speoe for a camp and let ue f'ly our 

airplanes, but theyP~iQ na tttentien to us at all. 

We had thaee civilian instructors, eame of whom waren~t vary 

gaod and some of whom were very gogd. ly regular 1nst~uctor was 
1u.cJe KellahA# .,q-,1,*/Y" _ 

a. ~ nam$d ~n ,- and l<all-0-rn1$'n• Wa$ scared to d~ath. He 

wouldn't lat anybody touch ax,at~gl the control. 

I had four Pr fiva rides with him, and ha nev~r once let me 
·--J h b 1) I e ·1:k, 

touch ths 1111thea! or- touch the r1Jdde1~. 

So we raia$d hell about him, enb,got fired._ 
1J;i~: my next Jnstructor- wee e ~elloi,q nar,uyd - -_ , who w,as _no , 

_ ~ t/Ju:, V.,/4)~1/k). bv·~r he ha"{ t}J?I?// )A/ ·77vZ _ /v1'irr:;~-ik"--/ 
r.elatlon to JM~A ... s~; f--m"--:::ittd e leti. ter yntz:tftJ. 4 1'~2 dt•iiitl'!i ·- -fr •-

~,r.J le. IJ/1-p~ btPe'/V ?11 ,;J-/Y ttt2ttle,t(7{ kr1-1,f IJ,':> ·{ftCe t"1../fS "'/:erv, Ji l 
f,;.,-;u/J'l,i, (unintelligible here_) 

-
atfll proud of th$ "dirty dtizan°11,,-.. 

~"h... {J vv-rrr1 I ?-.Pr't'~ . 

turn•d tut vety well. we 
/YJ>f)(,~1v£ '::,. ' 5-;-·t,,1..,1is eJ,..,,1~e..-



0{2y - ll 

Vou~MQvDiihe list hst-e if you nr111ad t.t~ them~ I don•t think you 

need • am. 

We Btayed there until . ~ • I think ws mov-sd out of there 

either in Nsw Year•s Day or New Vear'• [ve. Oacambar of 1917 1 

lncidantally, was the qoldast month ii•~ aver recorded by the New 

York llieathar Bureau, it was below zero almoat every night. We 

ute:ra under canvas, wa pilad snow around ths edges ot"' the tents :,/-rht.~ 
ftvtl ff. .. . . . 
l\, We had sleepJ.ng bays, and everything was f ina ~ ttlf" 

G(ilrstna;r;, r" 11 
Than wa went down t',) thG llt~~x~~t( Fie~.:!_~ Lake Chm:rlea, 

Louisiana, which was the Army inatructbrs achool, and we ware 

in bar~acka, and the wind whistled thrDugh the berrackBt and the 

temperature was around tht upper 40s most of the timet and wa mere 
~l'l.~):rl -rhevc.,.. 

a hell af a lot cOld$~than we were up at Hazlehurst. 

ma went to tha in$tiuctars school at that time. flying ma•tly 
/' ftffi;i t:"J; .r /11 :::e... thev harl a sur.faca1 
\:1anuck c;;CI, vt'/1/l~e'f,.,.q n,tfiM 4~ ~ Mmllil/iime.1.J~e:J: taiJ.jf to~n the 0 

,.,<I ~ r. ,,,,,/'J b·. ·,· ,, /·~ ~z_··· //1-/J/;,{hf ti /.rJV'1,;, 1 
und the a. ll\t·(1 vvt,v1'./ V l TD• V' >I' ,J 

my instructo:r wa$ VJctor /111(1!!11 ~;fn8f 9:ranues~ gQtttleman 

I've aver known in my life, a tramandoue ind1vidual1 h• was our 

chief inatructor. 



Oay ... 12 

we Juat took ov~r. The A~my did a louey Jqb. 

We went thrtH..19h this ~oi.a•as, moetly (anuck Jenny$,_ anti we. got 

~f~ . --· -; J•nnya, end Thcrnae lorse scouts. I gu~ss thoee wet• th~ only 
~~ ~-o;},,._~~ ..... ...-mfjlll)~~ 

types we flaw down there. 

we lert there •bout the end of march and went to ffliami. Sy 

/ that tilllt11 tha coos __ , thm fi'hu•inea. hacl ncqui);sd Curtiss, fi~;l;.q,._at --- ...... . 

m1ami, and •e got ago!n under cenva,~ end•• bagen to gat theee 
W4u c4Mt .. 1~r~~~ lr4f,A/ . . t\f 

oad~tA te, cc;u41e up the ~ program~ and also some younSv~en 

who hed bt!!a.n · ccmunieei(Hieid; ,f}ifGT ,,--1%..t! .. - 1111-t'j,) 
"1" /4, /1411 . . . . . . . . . 

. ~~y got thsi;r supply lines pluggsd up and we took over .. 
/'-

Quite e lot of our people came from that Navy program, aoma 

of cmr best psoplte ~ 

Qt Thats Uiete Navy of'ficera jtn.,t t.riansfer:rad oVtH' to the m,a:1:'ine 

Cotps. 

Da:y t that •s right fi At thut tiitl1i!,.~ifct~rab1a doubt. an ta jU$t 

u1hat tnJ:r missiun u,~$ gc.,i.ng to. b;u• but ws gathen:.~d tm dVie!e~1ef! 

that the ~rthern -iombtng fgi~oup u11da:P Navy control in Noth~rn f"117aru~e 
••- _u L£ .- ·---· --- ---·-· ··--·. -- ... -······•~ 

had tha prim~ry Job tq knack uut submarinea. Thay were going ta 

hava Da Haviland• and C1proni'e. 
~l'WRlm"~ WMiililltSL'.bl'Jt!PJQi&.ii,.~"I' 

,.:·,:'\ "t 

1k-6ih-Ju/,.;nl 
Nt,, i"lli ~r., tame latel;l·. 



Day,.. 13 

l1.,JZ,'f_ ·•1~ . .fu ,;vr~lt .. .few 1JJJ2-1A1 
Day t Anyway, we ~ia-1./£.<U~- the S$CHJtt ~tla, end r or thai, 

W~x~a•x~~•~xms~&Z5da p~rpoaa we had bean ordered Gri•tol fighters 

wi. th Wberty engines They• d done 
' vv ;:;1... ' _ l ":6,:ll 

pretty well in tha (l~r.~ tha Rolle Ro.yes anginas,/i~:\n absoluts flop. 

1✓v;1/2 liberty engin$s: ju~t waren 't any good at all~ So they canceled 

that end ordered _oH,::i• $ fOl" tJ$ usi th __ Li bar:~ ~ngine: ·1 T~_e_t ~a~ 3 

,I,, - t b t~. · #wrf t,,,cJ.? ,;9-/;JoLu1 All 7/tf, ' Cc:l~~&t ?. / ~ lvrt' ... wo-see er -orrti.iar. · ·• -
~ . .· -~-----~JMrt 

tWe left ;or, r72:nltlm.,;( There were tu1~ group.n:i. Onet_~. $tarted 

to f 1 y ,1-1· j;'"'.7 J,o/tv! An✓'f -(i/!4./ f; I IJ/Ati.li/4 , ~t'?)"-" "- ? 

-, ' ·+ I 1~~1 )( ' Jll DV;rf .e(/ 1 c.) ~19:/ #LQ_ 
The other g;raup f l~ew q-1 .. -~~✓-~·n ,~1-~1, 1 • /t:1/" ~ -=-,,,, ~ -f~;:,. .u.-," ~";::r (,,.,,,,:__ 
JVL/,l(X,,, fr .. t,tl'v'- /:f:~?q:,U.-1,i./{ t-,·-t·· /.J._ .. l.Jl'I~. 1' /Jtt. O?tt A<;;, 

7 ~.,7 ~-v h 1r.i• ✓-~ ~-D 
IA ' rl ~ ;; • !/ / . 0 , 1 ,-,, --C --r n,t;.,C.? V'J (,i,,l}r /;::;,--r'L)/ ll!IK--v ' "'\ 
n,4---t,J,. . f 'y h-:;;-;:~~/1lll-/rt.Ayw C -r- [.,9/vc. 6) I I ~- 0 ";> 

. ·-'J1re..· fLJ t,;,,__i.?--/f, .,. ·· 1 
hN ll@if.l:;;4}iat e.Ja e lllcl1) $ 

?hi:-1¢'~~a\ .. f} .. a-~-~~mll.4ri~an\J~~~J1A}{L~~~~~ 

\¢'l0Lif~~,w,a~ 

I did a vary silly th!lng ~ Ws _/1,((ll.- L>--09 $Oma gun nary ships, 
01.vt of LvVec.J{S, · .(v-Cil"- . , . I 

. , I fus$lcgs,?\ one ~hip I tv,nff :lf<>V'- ~rtoth~r~ ~~d 1p;t.l ,4-

./-;c().,,v- f 'y; V\o I ff /i/e,;4-,:, /1 ;· /If C · er(;-.,__ /¾-0 t--wv1 {!)jr'- ,r-o f cl "f- / r; 
tht thing was terribly out of lin,. Sut it was the only thing wa 

could gat at the time to give eny machine gun training to our 
. . . . . . . . ,f;'l),'{75 

gt:H"lnf.1te. there wa.s tarrif'i.c rivalry b.etwesn th-ase t,u;o ·$ihJ4fi"l"' 

. . 7'/4 /71-Q•i"r //i17~ '7;p.,e. ~h arf' 4(' tf?t//JIV7✓~ afl to who•d get 7· / T" 

? I was Just aittihg on the line not doing anything, so 1 aaid 

t I'd go to th• gunn•rY field. 

Thft ,Grunruu~y r:ttld .wa¼l- ecrroiH~ th,r canal t a. little pa.tch Qf. 

111e.nd. iha ~11b1u f'.M-r.l wae badly out or !in<ih 1gs hed 

tht gunn~r• elmaya h•d to Qrouah down in laridinga and takeoffs 

baut<oe- o1k.t,vr,~ ~ {u,J-1 dt:rk,,,f 44'._ 1-?t,e 4-(r,fh-<v .fr---
6 u,V t ,Qi I ">,,. v--(,.,u~ 1m; u,J.,,,., 17 -fJie_ n...J.fe V, 
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~ ~f'tlv' ·J; J -f. )(J/ 1 
Th-lft.¥ priUH~-- was going to overshoot I J:. be~A-r, ---5,,;fe,sl·rt11J 2:i ' ,t /. 

I looked back and here U!as my gunner, ti. faet 2 1 etanc:ling /,ae big 
, . ..A 4~t , --Jkn ./NfA-1 ~ C.:p;,.:7h r,J ~ ":/~f;:;~•;g?rs:·;1 ,,r 4(k1111 ft,.7, 1 

Then we cracked up. The plane brok• in two between th~ me 
d,. 

~nd thl'ul engine ~ between ma and the gunnii"_!; As a. mattt.u: of fact 
~C4xr ilV!P </i~~~A '7At -rw~ /?u'r t'r/4,#rr af· ··-14 

x!llti~xi:tr~ the t;e,harf l'in~ ~- #.ll!!.lllitx~d111[etid,~XJifiili~txefi:dd1~nx~f\l~;h1$.¥ <'7,,.#') 

vlhich waa about the height of my O(iiOk ~'11'.nt through ,rnlrt G!lf the! 

~ d\A-d ~s only thing ·that s~vaci fllY l.ifa 11uie theit. I hadn't 

had ttm~ to buckle my seat belt. 

So I am a . ..little allergic to .$Ed;»n esat b.el t$ ·4oday in 
.,,-- 7t llteo!}f.e, '' Ive// 
,1, , r 1 / 

autGmobilss! /I I e • ent 50 yae.l"e of' my lirfi in ai:rplanj.i:.s;Japped 

to my t:iss, l iam damnad if I ram going to~- stt-appQd lt,1il(1/ ~ an 
.lj 

automobil.9 t.ou! 

Anyway I gat out of thera with a faw 

he got out. fie 4,/;1w,,_.,( ~t:·1~ jJ,,i,Ln--b he!t)ire 11.,zJ 

me did e pretty fair Job of training 

Sol got Cpl~ ftank smith for my gunnat~ 

Ase matter or feet ws didn't know much about anything except 
we UJ ~ f El< 1h ri:·# ft- d oc,,J;eyc,, 1'/wt-J 4-f;,&,,•r 1vJw-.. r rr A-lht'<.'v>vTel -ft:>. 
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1c·,I( ou-Y l,Q;~( 
. I taught acrobatice down thete. ~Wa ~ere all pretty goQd pilots; 

ft,'r 11it_ K;,11J ,!,}-{- "'-'fl"tv1',(· U~- hrtJ, . 1 ..,,\ , • -J. __ A .. _,fl, .,,--1- ~ " - ; 
/\ But we wru.•e short o,-/ tf1eos.•y bl.{[,,,:: c9o0f1n,il')I'{ 1n:r-r ✓/tari cts - 1't'tf 1 ra.tl,1-v"741 

J ,,,-)u4· '7/')/t(?, 

ills gnt to Fr•nce, landed at Breat, and we wsra ordarad up tm 
·•- -- __ .... 

Calaie -~ the British Cell it Calay -~ tha aerodrome was et a place 

celled L.a rr:f!, about 12 or 15 mil ea in~/,. It's not on any inap .. [Al,l,,.,e.. 
-. '.&S&d .. 

,,..~J',ei( aod l u.iere back there three year~ ugo and we had a heill 

of a tima finding it, but wa found it. 4 

Q; llihen 

squad.r.on 

,· ·thf. 
you _went over then .... e)JrJIJ/,1 -e.#c,tu __ ~f' :fa:.· 1he.l.'.' 

co-mmam:iar,i hltt)c ,fl:- ~<rit,fl'f e,~msibili ty of pi.ck.log 

their own fields. 

out 

and Roben, macllvain and 
- A I. sq ~ 

1 Seiger and macllvain and e 

Pew others me"t h1lfway h•twaan Calais and Dunkerqua to a place 

called Dye*- I'm not sure whether it's in Franca or in Belgium. .. . --"" 

my mainot'Y on it. 
had _,rcAI 

So we got thare, 1nd our motor transport ~~i goa~all fouled up, 

~ w~ had gotten on to Paull~-~;, wh i.i;::h i.iJa$ of course a big naval .... ,.,_, . 

to get this motor transport out. Then we had to find it, 
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they had to etaal a lot of it tao, 
ewu;fr 

they etol£\\ $1X Cai:LUltllot-:1, :r~ut right smack)"' tht:3 Army' f1il eyf.iie. 

Qi Touring cara7 

Day; V$a, and brought 1 em up. 

me landed in Franc• about the and of 3uly o~ the 1st ar 
-(yt4-\. 

Augu1::>t, end I didn't get back up ~ ~~~J.ia,,,;o until s.oms time in 

Saptambar, I gua••& In the meantime of course we had thie pr0blem1 

·the Elritish wars short or' pii.11:'.lta., .and w_s were shc,rt Qf' airplanaa, 
A-l/,bwt?,/? . -k-: . ~h<' ~t,p 

so \Ile were liaelfll to ~ een~ to t 1e Br:iti~h to fly their a.ir ... 
. . . . ... . dv, 7<:J,4-y, .. :~r . 

planes.. l WtZH'lt over to t.htlV pilot_ popl at =:t,:_ ;/);;--7.-~. , and checked 
. ~-k•rt'"'--1,,.,.,- J(.l(IJ.,:,let11,-.v.~ •. ;-r1,1,J'.,l-~,.~rJJJ?l7: . ~·, v,, 

out in OH-~sM ~nd checked out :1.n c~;1ma!,s ~ fhat was an a.irplane: t 
- -· aw;.. w@IE4£(.. "-

would hava loved ta have flown. 

Q1 Where was the B~itiah ba••~ 

O~ry i At. Wtsin'f ~outh Qf 

Thr11/e r t',e ,4i,,,,) 

~4('.c bYi:> /14'5 , nn tl1'!1 Chann•J._, /Jr~,v 
CJ4Jf~l G{'{ >? /✓e3 , 
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Then J wee ordered ta 218 Squadron RAf, They had DH-9a with 
-II'!!'- 4 

the Hawker Siddley engines, 230 horsepower -- they were a littla 
~~~· .. 

unde.rpottterad. "Tex Hogers was t'"lying there. I forget who else wae. 
4 

--. A;/O_,a~hi;z/l·nt.? u,,,.z: Ir~--/ 

over thara with m~. (pauaa) Pat Mulcah~~ flyim;, out of-' another - . ~~ 
British sqatlron ...... I believe it UJi'iHJ 204. ! think we made five ~e 

A}il/f';/ 0 li 
with the. Brit i 11&h, ftl'nd I tuas,1 ta 11 .... and Cha:r.1 im, a t'11nk. 

But that squadron ••s a greet collaction. Tha commanding 
~ r 

officer iuas ffiaj,. Ba~·t tlf2.me, ,r1nd l '11 coma back to him, He~ /.J" 
-.,g,. 

one of my big heraea. Ma is lll~ffll~R Canadian. He is a man; he 

is a gantleman and a scholar and a very, very able persan, 8 very 

distinguished man. And he was a vary, very fine squadron commander~ 
J~c,lec.·,,.J 

He had the .d:011:a~/l!'es...t"" collection of miafits you ever saw~ I '11 pick 

it up from thsre. A• I aay, ha had this collection of misfits, 

and about ths only thing they had in common was that they could 

ap~ak English. They wars from Naw Zealand, Australia, !ndia, South 
01he{ 

Africa, var1ous~8r1tiah colonise, -nd Canarla 1 Scotland and lraland, 
. . . •~ld 

. Ula.1:i;;ls, (tHJland, and svan oorne Yiankaas. 'fh-ey filora a !this bunch ,.,.,., 
A1lf qJ-,11£?,V He//5 /f>ir/5, ?Jfffl2>~f/;-r,y ·ri fs 171" /t.t},✓./'TD f';.=-n--..;)e... hP✓{l . . . 

they coulti,.:'havw b.re1leR h e~•~·Jiff:J 1 and Wemp handled th\ilm beautifully j. 

He taught ma what it means to be an offica~ and a gentleman. Hawes 

a remarkabl• commending officer. latar on he becema mayor er 
Tot•onto tor at lt-.ia'st. two tar.me, and ha was E.lditor of' one rJf tha 

big Tom::into paper:$, ! think the Q~.!.~i!jl for a n1;.w1b1;u• of y~ars. 
✓4w Ha ia now a1it1 emi.:rri'tus aditot.. l '~ ~ him about a year ago,, 

{;!7;;(,-

ille mt;.de him an htiniciNH"Y mamba:r pf ~ morld mar I gE\ng.. And he 

stole the nho~. He's ons or these Elder Statesman of tha Dominion 

of Canada~ 



Day .,. .l.8 

I/ff;( ,-:£' 4-M- --r/4,tt!e cflC'-'t::tft1-Y;Jc7 '-;:,/ 

T~ere •Wet$ a1:other;\men iLn that_ gr.cup, txtiu1181:dua.m,q(¥:.1n1tx~l!l:t'$i:Uli 
·1u,1 c ,t,- ·"fM41. ~.?--;,; /..:JJa., ·-=fl>t:.z e. tM ;{!).M12....1 

crriHF'ilJ&i:1 .J;J..f.fi!F-- !t:i~Nd"t .. hHeere, Douglas Rob en~ my comH1anding 
);1 ffdhl.'t', --

Officer,{ Ha 1:1tes .as hard, tough and -Oi\qu@re a!i.\ anybody could possibly 

be.. And .ab1$. If you talked to him yaw dido 1 t think he had a haart 

a~whe:i:·$ in his body,. but he was rdl htaf21rt. Ne Juet ooVGJt·ed it up • 
• lA t' <1J1-I' Air ld.:/4 Jy ~1t.f 4 
life ~ad the flo ar.;tfflg u~~, In f'act l anly got tc1 make one .raid with 

()Ct.,,'.l't' 
m~ squadron because I gat hit by tha 

. i-1 I l . lr,n~ 
tL /,r;Jt NOllow, whic;:h k a little 

' r lu. ills IDer·a c~'!lmped out. ~ h>" 

.-/;{;#\ n/jZJin/,Z~ 4-t;y~ 
damfH.n.~ t ~ th~ o;;-he;. ff~~ 

v 
/YVit Rob an h~d the flu but wouldn 1 t admit it, and he got out to pull 

atekea and move canvas ta get us out af there, end died that nig~t. 

Cad, what a man he waal 
0.,.-Jlv?. v i:.r>--{! tf.,J'•.,, 1 ,1 

;ii~ ~ , r R rn i na rrj,r ?/Mf•' 

/.,,t;:1-tr v-r-. ~ 

Qs Chief Brainard? 

Q1 You know. it 1 s funhy some of the nicknames these people have~ 

Of coura~ Brainard was part Indian anyway, so it thw nickname Chief 

..,,.I\.._ 6. n ·-.~-h.c·~a··"' t'._v,,._·n.•.~·. coma naturally. ,~,~ - · ~ ~ ~ As much ae I work with marina 

co~pa history, I dtn't know his firat namel 

Day: 

'~c1 ~, 
ThEn·a UHU'~ w. .(;oup.l.a ,of lt:h&'tl,-i tv~:.ma1ali~ ~ 
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Day; l think ao. 

Qi Also a pilot? 

r~/ ~t,t --1 . ~ - J, 

Day: N.ef t)'b4-:t:t1E)f;-,..a ~j;.J.at -::Js,Ls not v-u,4>1?..,(. T~ 
y ~ w/}-K 

~ .. was al$e m. pilst 1 latt~ UJ~Hsn 1 t in the same J.aagua withA l~halci . .....-- ,~ 
1'"rn.r1< 

..t.l!UI.LL..t I knpw him a littl$ bit~ I l<new;A~ prett.y well. But 

Khaki~~ l never knew whether ha spelled his name C-0-t-K-Y, or 

K...,H ... f.t·~K .. l .. 

Q1 I think it'• k•H-A•K-I. 

(laughe) 

Q: That•e right. 

!) 'H.l!:ll.' was a mil.· d.·· 'IH,tn. ~· ay, .., "' , Ne WQG the oommand1ng afficar and had 

ths .. gt,-oup thut mst1b to t.ht Ai ore$ -
...uc:a • 

QI ts he •till alive? 



I 

Day: Yea, he's atill around. 

---ile;;~'- .. 
Oay: t..et I s ;JCJ back to 216. ~ pJ:1,-~t::_.,wi th the Sicldl{lly en~ines 

1(.{2,t_;}.)11 . . ~~-' ~):~;:{:h0 (/~~. _ ~'ll'/1 c,.~i.~ were es I aay-1, underpowered. · --: · · .. /\,ovarnaul~, · .... eE(lenu.1€.1 

J;o1 turn UP. a .little bit_ better _th~n others. Of. 9£'"TZ:1lta U,G11 t .. i!fy 1a 
I/Jlrt✓1d t1- 'f/Je /oA--.f 1..rt- -r,-

.A g~ the uauaJ. _bom,b~. uJibl1 th•e four 50s) /fh~y gav_e me __ ona 250 
/

0 ""'ri;:;{~6/l'Jcltr Ot'Jfr<P "=7Xq1"1 
lb,. bomb anc'h · the f1,n1:1elage. The socal led f$.t tiiM et.4i4-s 1.Uas a 

. t . / /' ,;;/.; b' ,'J)1"1.-J? ?-; ,'i;_ t1,ql /h.,P(l\,,,·\"1 ,tJJ nege l.Vf:J £ff_,,- '-" .,. ti ' 

-);<11,1 sl.o ol -.., 01r,-/,,, the fl ~or, Jif W l eok ed at :Jt1«v TA-vy.-1 '7k:r "'7 
It didn • t. mean much, and u,i th this bomb~ hung under11st-:1th tha 

. /?oh-);rS; 'cy)1, I 
fuemlage -- becat.rne :t ha.d no. 1!,etttr-:-: ~.e, anQ l was tai1--$hd Charlim 

/7 v.1a.r ,1;i/ me ?J Ii. 
anyway 1 ,,1 1-- - -ft-. --;, 

Oil/:? /f/,-t(: ,.,rJ1t'Ylt;j-- .,t/t✓i-9tl:t '7 ie,. J/fl;;-7/ 
A Jn the DH-9th~ ab• ervar and tha pilot are right aloaa to 

aach other. ha cauld tap you an th, ,hould•~- In thd 4 you hed 

the big gaa tank ih between, 

?;z, '1- f,1>/,P 'frrrrd( 11 tvihe;/you sea the c;ithe;t' guy-,drop 1le--ir- eo~r-,,--/ 
J r I/ tJ ~--e 11 /1/L r'Jv1IZ, 11 / u 

We came tb our objacttve which waa a ~allrcad Junction in Belgium. 
·. A-/VP ".?::, ,-;c-r✓.rrtK · 

I think tlHJJ pl~\t:S w-x~s Oeynza. +n~,e tapp~ci m~~ (lli th€:i ~hou;lcler, 
. i&.ccAie . .J1 tJ-V,et.,r 

and I coulcl sGit tha guy~ ahead dropping t_,heit @ggs; ;;ao l .J# ... :;,;; s-l-~y 
/Yir1,t} {t•t--o 0,~.,e/ . . . .. e_. . 1'11lm . . 

r-1' ,"dropp;.~ mina, and th~ 11~;.ct day we had ~ r.apo:r:tA~' a~t-.ittl.oh 

!ntalligence that ~t such and such a time ao many planea hmd raided 

thr,1 railtond junction 3t Dayn:-:!13 i ~nd t~Q! ona lr;;i~ga bomb //4.2!,t:/ 1t.;')r~tP 
t[, e,.U ; '{ at;,-,~-r Ji tr [Ir-...__ q_ 0iRf'/J,z,,41'\, ·-rre1v f ·,r;-4-i v\ 

l harl the only l~.rge i,;;m,b / ~ ¼ (/0z- ~, /tec)( 



had '•em. - disd Bob Lytle had movgd u, to ca and I'd 

So I §1:rl: trnt i!Frd reported beick from 21.8 to my 

squadron. I only got to make one reid with them, and I came down 

wijh the f lv,, ~ncl I had_ a "pretty high t.ennpet.J:4hute a.t the time that 
/ /41,.tl'tA )ftlvi. ,1:- lflt,'l/vL ~ '7,i/ /ti.,n<e. ✓CJraiJ.. /-1.Pf<v 1"tv.-:T~ ~ . . . 

· d · was the .tatter a · Octobell', /!Jf> ~ Y{/hJ?Jv-hh· 11. 

---=~ '27 ;.t; Tfp( "· /7'lPV(,/tZ = 
Qi You got a Navy Craes for that petticula~ r~id 1 didn't you? 

Day, I can't think wh@t $ls• 1 got it for. (laugha) 

Qa Itts interesting -- Rogers got a Navy Croaa while he waa there~ 

mulaahy got a Navy tro••~ 

Vtffd 
Oaiy .; You $eef at that time. the Dsm ~ above th$ N.~vy t;:c,,oss.. · So 

t hay gavaPat a DS1!1 / t:f nM~ ~4,;f ~1/L Ms '?£,i Vi "CJ f _,,:r 4 . _ 

/).,J !Ah,. ~/.e L,;,r-,,~;""' -~ - "i,t<~ t;/'W' ") --1{,?JL ~...J ~ , rf/«JI 
/-"9--lt•( /i"V'- ,r ti.els V.i1/t/r~-1f /tJri.vf. ~e.. I /Y;e,,'1 r,.~~-;:::, t1.~~ It ,11JZ-,..,. 

But tu.$ a.llrot 'Ml$lfl ~a..its., __ ::S:lirtS: gia~--~(.~t thlil t:s.llmel:i time _:f)· 

and 111& .. 11 got them for bdng hhney J/';,,,,,i)., A4J 1T .10-t~I 
/f6, ~f r✓11.r HM,,- 4,.,, At- ~ ;3:dr--J°"--#.,, ,..,, n, 
-f,0/ ,111f 1ti 4 --/r"/"/M 7f-1;r.rf 'Mf'itr~,,, ,p,f a .~ 
,r? ,Jr f.lf),- ,,dtunt 71c~ ~it 7'%f rt.ff t1f «r, 



r. ~ •"l½4/.4-)/'7 ·1'1t.e~ 
New let 'a @.ee. l'~a:r:mistiee came.. ...-p h .-;-7 •?~ ,,. 1, 

r+l~P ,( Y<-"A\..- /Jf.(! ,,, /Jir ··1 (::-<-;; ;:- -.:.,_, 

Incidentally, my claeest f t'isnd f\ .!:!,~nrr _ ~.urm z. from Jacksonvil,le, 
..{tum fr(,vw: 1uh. · 

florida, graduatsd,in '17, and hs waa in this dirty dezent he was 
rjfu_ f-,elJ 

in ,e_l"!,4i~.•.Y.: s squadt>Otl t non 

the weather W$S bad wa'cl ge 

squadren, right aoressAfrom us, lhen 

the ralae armistice we ware 

Harold Jones wea one of the 

Oay1 Yes, quite a,~~. We got back to camp 

hmard ell about this false •rmietia• that we 1 d mi~~$d~ Whan tha 

t~•l arMistica came, w• mere there~ At Calais that night there 

fhgrs hadn't been e light showing in 

ro~ln;· of the$$ 

for tour or five year•, 

ca.irl~jtG~ f'oux- or rive ysars. 

most of them had ape~ th$lit' ni9lJ~~, down in bt1mb $helter~,, 
/,rh~o '!?"if 1 1~ hi U.-4-':- ell(// . . . 

The 

lid was off' "A We mere surround ad by a whole gangf of pretty I 9i1·ls 

Qi That w•• hard to tak,I 

O~y; Hard to takah aut t.heJ:ie wae nothi.ng dirty about all this -

it wraSc ,.iu,it unrest~ainsd Joy, and they urate· ~f~1V10t1$.tt.a:t.:t.ng tt~. 

A coupl$ or tjaye l•ter Htnty and I sllppad orr to l1ugs~. -~• ....•... ' ........ 
l au~ntrad to e$$ .arugEHi- .. .,,., l 1 d bssn bornbt119 8:ru.g:J·$"' 

,•we :kt.ek:d:tqt• had an i-nte:rp.r1d,1,:i ....... &. 8al.g!an eOLJnt,, oi $0.rttebody 

,of t.th.~t .,, .... , Ula t.o.Qk 'thts- t~wnt: alt311Q al\l an tnter:p:r·ttet, $.nd -I/It 
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drlv~e. We spant the night in lrug•Q· It was a cold, c1isp night. 

Henry and I had a room in some hotel. Of course wetd been alseping 
Ce.dS 

(Jn .army lli~t and heND weu::1 a bsd pllaJ!;lbout 18 inohe~ th.tel<, it 

looked like et fsathsr b.edli and oh bratharJ 1/ve ~~V+tt:-v}t, f~~'f //t?i.JJ ;V;,L.;i-':> 
'i '511""tt(u h,etll. /ili,(:._/Jf?1h"i'~S "lc~~)t,,~ A-ll ~r1l{'_ -((?_,.;f'Jl,,it tt-rf'L qhA;•~- Geyfithi,lj 

We went through Ghent and into 8:russels. In fact the ~a 

were still guarding the entrance to a•uesal•,~~~~ but $S got in, 
h/ Gi. /:{eJ 10. A-YA f'"t /J,,t.· IJ A ,be4'C,,4/ ?;_,f:· 1,(/4,J? 

we $Ort or_ ~oo·e:tlld our- w~y through. 7 
' ,-i;. ' e -'.«-tfP' t? 1' ~v-~.l ~o 

W,,; /,,f/t-1/f 2 t_,;'4 C(.u:..•T• 'II. 'is - ../r,;in.,. J 
We spent the night- in a hotel right aeros1.JA the No.rth Station• 

and the G~rmans completed their ev•auation that night and es ths 

.-laet t:r:a.in pulled out they dy.f,'amtted the- station. 

le had soma e~periences that •er$ wall worth remembering out 

cf' all this. 
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Qc You had ne contact whatsoever -1,d,th eny or the tJHUriruae ttuu:e ...... 

tht.l'i:lftRCltR"Srtilh mattnes ? 

4,£,°r 
Day: Mo. WI \lflil:'$ not. ,,:11.,, ....... XJii:k¥Xx4t,x th& -- ej, th$t .. 

Qi The Naval••~~ 

Q;, AMI ... Undru· the Army. And you ~tune under the Navy .. J101tliht~xiot•.t~ai 

4x,i~tatsi.H: ~x 

- 4h. 
• 

tH As. l reoal.l, VltY few of the /t:t1t,~f.f.na,'vtatt.cn ~r~·({I ev.in:-· 

gpt. to Pa.tie" 

~ fk; II ff i(hy;,J ~ -1l\CtPr:?l1'7 Vkle', 
~r,,ay; /1 me tU .. dn 1 t hi4•Vti that much 1t·b11n:ty., .. t got to Pa,:is beoiu.t•e 

--
l h~d .t.p; ta~s a gang. dQ.wrt td J>outll•o to britHJ up tb~t. .m¢lt.,:nf 

t~ansp.ort" p:a1,1:illac is em ths• ti.1-ottd,; ·River •abc.u;.it; 30 mJl,1$ bt11l·ow 

9()~8$SUX • 

A-/V:4(/,c,,j 
t)ay; tt was a .. big naya.l ba•a;· T+te1te a.te-ra ,u1atto11 b$$$!1'.. A $1;.tpp·ly-

it,f~ ·1JV-rr,l ;:i-.,...,,·Tf\illA £1~-:?.. _ , 
ba$:$f Of' titH..lt'Sf tft~ Qirond~ RiV\'l!tr in --~l1l!Uh1:t 80t'd$aUij l.l'a a 
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c/J/t o,f- 4 
.. ~ tremandou~ly :b.!9 pcn:t1 All ~u•::e: Qt.ft~ motor tran$port, tl:'"uc.ks, ths 

~hole bloody works had gotten mixed up and gotten into tha Army 

pool, and I h$d to go down th•re, drag'li out of that poal, and 

find th:ivs:re; anti send those thinga North. In the l~$t convoy we 

had about• dozen Dodge aedana_ and I stole five Cadillaes while 

I waa at it, and got away with it. 

Q = ! 'va tuum told that the 4larins aviat.ion fo1"'cel' u,ras yenk~d 

entirely out of Europe, and that mast of tha pilate would have 

liked to remain thara lDngei~ aut Cunningha• wanted to get back 

home berore Ch~istmaa~ 

Oeyi Cunningham mantad to Q$t beck homg, but I don 1 t knaw •hat 

hie r$aaona were. But he wae in a hall af a dither to gat ua out 
'1" 1j€'f in 'Ike 11}~4.i.'u o{ Ctc,1•/l""l','t'/1--

of thara 1 and he got us out.. lilpst pf U$: want?d/\ t.ip stay\ ro;i.> ;\\I. whlle. 
Dvi?'(" '7)~ ye,. 

Art,r al1 1 we were just youngstete. In NQV$ffl~er 1918 l mas at the 

~!pa ald age er 21¼ yeare. 

a, Naw ~M•t ebout tha unitGrms9 You all stertsd affeet!ng the 
..t!"w-M 

Briti$h styl~ d.!"$0;1$; with thf:;t ~. 6rownt'.-balta and tht;i1 :~Vet~'H:HJS 

Thu old man mad• us carry eenas bectu$e w• were in th• Brltiah 
t1-~,~-e 1,,_12 'eJiJf'' '1ht,;~--1 

.I $t.ill gt:rt e ,cwup.l.$ I st.Pl $1 over thatll~ ,11, ln Clll.ais1 wtn11n 

ws f1itat got 'thai~,a thf!Jt-1!1: tuma t-l vary gQod bar ln fHJ~d~-v .laf'~ye.tt$; 

and t.hf.fY tnF;tde ~11 exc~llafft. champagn~ cotktail f'oi· a frijnc.. Bafot'e 
f v,lj/J }jgg 1,,/ . . . . . . . ·. • betiwve.~ IJ•t.,,,..'j P-.:::.<>V ,,,,...,,._;:f 

we ·~ thete. very long the eh~ropagne ta:ackt,aJ;;l11 want. to f.1.vl.\l francs¢ 



Thara in front thsra ware a caupl& af theae e1rthenwa~e jugs 

full af 8titiah canes, so wh1never you needed a Daft$ you went eut 

end helped you~eslf to et cane. But the Oltl mfm (cunningharn )~zttd 

insiste1d we waar carnH:t.. Of cou:tlale all QU~ troop$ we.re tfflf~ 
f f1fYl ~rouin, 11, th1)$a c:layer .. 

Qi All the enlisted men? 

Oay: No, I mean all or'fica:r:s. SaA11froun1'fu ditfn*t go ()yt; until 

World War ll .. 

Q: There was a conflict between tha wat1. Parahing liked it, 

although it wasn't an official Army uniform itam. 

~,;fM 13Y~t..!,.t,,{: 
Day: The ,lrmy ~mp. ~n -uta~ t'£g~Fit -~ 

very dark COrdoven~ During all tho•$ year• 
fbvr 

Qf the ,.m;i,form Vtlt~ All '1iu .. ;tn~ offioat$ 
/fll.tV,Ck/Y"' . 

t/11 !¥rm\/ of'r'iC""1"$ too as H<t'.l<l· l'' r• , Yt f1. Ut .f .. , · "-' - I . · j . WG> I 

He gave• ms ttm day~ in 11hAck 0 , aMd!,,.,,~~!;/·t):~fiI'~ fo~ 

being ~~~••~•x~tti abeent mithaut 11ava4 me w1nt down and eeilad 

il.i, .. ,....4,.._,;~~-··• ~l!f <le •• ,,~.:,. !,,'Ii ,· ' ' ,. '' -~· 
~- . 
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'()lrt(~ Wall, we didn't sail from Mantas, but we sailed frt;,m along 

th$ Brittany OOi!H~t aomErwtu:.i:C6!1• And back to l\l.Qt;folk, on the good 
ltr-4/;tR,} //"jl_y ><OKM ... 

ship fi}e~:5:!;!,!'.X.• lh$y QC'fiit-~~ the !!..~e.M .. tt bacaus$ shs u,as the slowest ~------.. 
ship J,n the fltavy ~ She was the old Germ1,3n tre.nsport §!£.ta~!:C!~.!.!• 

r think her top speed must have b$an around 8 o~ 10 knots~ 

Day: 

47 degr•a•, and 45 wee eupposed to be th• cr1t!oa1 merk. IDa had 

same paopl@ hurt, including the skippat. I had the Job or running 
. ,lee.t(I'(,, 1':r/i 1,·1'1€ "'(~c.:·,is; fl,tt-tJ.1.t i FtrC. ll,t,, 'S,t'V;,t•,b i-c e>-~c) rf'
the ship• s masa.4\ arid the nld man ~1dl.-·~-4L~~~t\J,J!ttl., 

He'd qome dawn in white gloves and smear'•• around 82~ 

always could! (laughe) 

rsportad back to ffliam1. 

tn the maantimi:3 I ma.de second l t~ut8na.nt es of' Septa!'nb~r 15th 
-ft> /(J)r Ir ec~:r.( p,~.;,,vr' 

1917 # p robatitmary, and p1:omoted,ilila of the next day; · £$r.:rtemba1• 16th~ 

! made tl:>mporaty ~~~\{ Cijptain s0,m~whare ~lon9 th$ .'.U.0$ there •·~ I 

forgot the de.ta .. 
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career~ Cod, ws got back ta Miami, and th8 damn rautlnae, and 

counting rivets, and I said, "Th$ h$ll with thietu And l ta~ign8d. 

At thet time it waan't toa easy t• r&aign, but a fellow named 
Ji/4?/:fie/J . . was~ 41-;;;&2 ·-1.0 
N.s\:J!oiir t11ho had been J..~;~«;Jany at Q1.rn1nt3,co, ~:r the 

commandant.. l wrotaA Na.:zt fiffi' aheaq of tima and raua!.d, nc:an you slip 

this through somehow or other?• H• said, "Send it up ond 1•11 get 

it through. 0 

I resigned and severed all my aonnectiana wmik with the marina 

·Corps on march 17th 1919. That wes the end 

Corp,. Never na mor$I 

(extremely loud noise• qblitetate, vQice) 

A;,\.t?v:-tMi •'fo<f6,l'- b/-i-r.vJ<.'>•'-~,, . · .... 
l got a Job in the ~ . . w,m _, . ,,.~R~P.;Pa:.~ti,,~t1$ an aind,lia:i:·y of 

·the Chas0. 1h$Y wer.e 1;1~ttin%J up bt~meh~, in the r~r t;$~t 1 ehd 

they WStt-m 9.oing to h~va etima in ·chin~/ /Jt.l·i- 7k_y );;,&L~- hA-tl.e 

~~ 1Jfl,h I /::Jz; · they s&nt. tn~ to 

tha: Philippine$. Iha uf:ittar~tand.iJlQ W~$ that t wai.s going to Ch~oa 

Wh$.11. trrny h~d •it branc\fo/$.Q~wftff(fr~ IJ,tf 11.£-1<l. 

l'ha :Phil;f.ppine manager end I-.~t -(tJtLyfl be/4l!t? 7- t!-1.l~V'tJtFf 

9t1t ,~:,ti.t'!f., $hip, and ttl.e nev$:r. .a.toppsidt Ha 1-l!au ~ri. ass., and l wasn•i 
:: i ':".;' '. V'IX"¼Q 

ext~¢.-.'tly ~··htaeltd .. 

:(: Th$~~{f~bla wa$ ,t.h~1t ,tur himte·l'f' in ptn.•i.uJdn had g:l..vent~ r·oya.l 
/'I ;,-:j'}( 1 'Y,1{ /Pl'\ ,,{S~ a toyitil gyt:4~ th.EJ. of?nil.t'~.C,·t-, artd t M/$'~ t :rytn9 t\l get QLJt of' · 

thf.1 c;cnttact, tan~ h~ w.·ouldtt·r t let tit~ t.:u.:rt of it.;. f in~.lly o.n ·tha 



5th of July 1920 •· the 4th of July came on Sunday, and we were 
, :1 

celebrating on,,~ 5th-· lo and behold, QA$ or the big celebrations 

, . w,s ~a,Jaa,ebill g111f.na _bstweert tbs Army nut6$$ and 

L.e~~i';;~~=elta ~r" mrn:Z,r i,om college / Tu,,, /-/A-I'' /t,,.,,_ I 

{1tf t1f tf, j/4, 4'//'~, (laud noi$e resumes) 

f/l{tvt I H-v1--· / 
A the Navy coaah4 

Ot You got aut or your contract? 

the f.'.lka• wives .. 

b-v~11e .,,, az ·rc)A.'-
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11..c Uv hJts /J"-.., ,1-,,_ LP yi,-:,v,~vy ,:.Jt'4 ;,.-4-v,.. ~ , 
fcl} 7'it {{,z;lu 

11 /Jt.t1tY1J~.Y tru,' said Capt. K.,s. Day, usmc., the. old meu1,4eid 

/1 us ffiedict!l Ctn:ps. Jt/f; 74t'l Jbt)q//4 wt,{ i/, 

He hae;/ two booke; that. ware written particula~l}1 for thi$ 

purpoa~. The bast was ths On$ put out by the Brltiah Soard of 

Trade -- a very small little baoklet, maybe 5 x ?, 130 pages or 
. I\ ( { _, 

ao .,..,, }}7,U: t'tkfo'1At· fo~1 lighthouse ksep'iJX-$ and ships~ There 

wasn't a word in it ave~ two syllable•· 
~J,tt/,. ·1 ~,..i~N--e. . 

Very J..+'l'la11 s!!i~"9- ...... f',i,:;st you had tht1:t$8 accordion foldEiid thinga 
[')Lt,<j-

yi,, fold ad ~ - .. tha tampt:1r$turs c:!itf th,ts and the bQtU$lS dlcl that, 

and you d~cided it mast~,, typhoid instaad of typhus~ for typhoid 

you'd look back to page 93~ Andt!f~iii was a pretty seriaua busin•as 

becauee there waa practically a WhQle page on tJkJ~~ typhoid. Do 

Ah,tf 
l heci three cases of l did this and didn't do 

that, arnd they a.l.l got u,11:1.l l » 4 
.•-·l 'A..e...--

f,h.1 _~ 1tha medicine.e~II~ up tmtil tha t.im@ l tt;i,Rk qver 'd-¥t.¢!P J 
-'5/C"/jc 1:3,.~ f /,4,/J/.?'A) o v- c, A.,,{;z; 

tf;0;!1X$ld:px~:rd:m ~~ had been run by ~; guy nami:.H:! Oa:~:ue:;fsa lttd.:lo) 

who had bean• viae•aansul in Yokohama and had gotten fired for 

cau••• He aams on•• chiar et1ward, but he knew l••• abaut being 

chief ataward than I did about being a doctor. Sut ma got along 

all r.ight * !-/ ;r/h of cour.s~ w~li-t thl!tl .ptJt$St'; and t.ha second 

radio op~.r~tor was :;;1 nephew ,or.· tha tn,en, '~OVlithQr Qf N~w York i Gov .. · 
. . G~~it.-Mtd~«~-

WU .. .l1.e•t,. He'd\ bt~n in prep .tchool . aom\t4 p.lr.u~t,,, and when the 
. . .~ .4e ei . 

wat bt;~A QuJ,~;~.tdn't w.ait:E~•• ~ $nl:1a~ in th-~ .Nr.1vy ~a a 

gt3htt/\k · UJ$..Ot.:::to •P~ a .r.11uH,<> opa~~tor .. 
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mut l became~ real expert on vanaraal. Wa had t~emendous 

'!!:£. ... /,. ~--J_ /_·7, "' ~ f .. ·='"''"""'l'fflt'-' ..,. V$nare1)lS. And al$O on fir.st aid,. 



could have had mare fun than we did. 

from Hong Kong down to thtll Strei.ts t the fad ,Ss;a II than to Sue,:. 
tf.~{/R&,'1/? #~4'r•;;~•.,.,,- "'i"tal,(-0-=

At that titne my third ma't:,:e had begun to ·94-v.ti?'.t~s of ~jpkilia 
y ou. •• -.:Q. 11lt' /4lc<.JTf.. • 

and he tues dangtn:ous f'or the rest cf the cratu; I had aome tests 
(,-,.. h, 'i N\. /,rf ~ t,) (!'2,-,--

made A and ptJt him of!'f' in taV! Al9ia1"tt ,nd put him inF"ii880ernment 

haspitel there. I've seen him alnceJ he gat raelly cured~ And 

1 became third m;idah (laughs) ,{'f:; 6 I •··• if) ,;-;-- ·r · ,,::: i' -J-
/i Jifd'~ , -tvP i :··/'';{ . _a Y_~~'=\ _ I :l'--,~/ll~-- J)J VL,,,:J--1 

lvvf-1/tL,✓-tq--'r,c/.f-JJ I f!A e.J/1 ~L .... a_ 1 , , 

tl.{?1/e ~/41 /Al,/"",,.__ ,4,.j)7/} 
t,;_:,e ___ /-,14t-A-t,-e=-(_ /1'£.1t~;; .... -A--/,l_[, R-'i'""'()-l..,._,i / 

Day: _ tttli'I <;:1:1pt:ui .. in ~tui ~ umn.derful guy, the b$~t navi.9a;tor I' vs ever 

aaan in my lif•r Uncanny, a littla 1hrtmp, 6 fppt fou», but boy, 

tiHll.H h~ QtlOtH , 



-Jo C:cpenhagen/ I o,;.l le,.-,,£ J'frc,f c.,,J,,,j V%e 4!6,_ C.,.j)_ h,;;./),ru;;r Ad 

back ta New Yark -- that was e rough trip tao. 

I 



Daya So we got back to New VOtk. 

Dayt We want aboard in Manila ebout th• 10th of Julyt and got 

back ta New Yark about the 18th or 20th of January. 

l loved it~ but l ciidn 1t do. it. l got beek 1 squa~;.?H.i ~1.t1ay.,; 
• · rf.,,,.,, bf, /rvi-f . /~}1,,l piA,0 l'-,,l q? . 

li,o .-l-' f ,9 V 
I. went to;1them 1 

~llftfl tttJff .t, 

working fOl" Hlllt:J:'il,\ 7 vr ~/ r C9mpeny :tt bankaN:l. 

;Js /.} /,1~ 1J,1ti~jll'v1-,~, J-}~ t y:' /J: 'fc'¥ b£'~_-, tt,,J:rS ti- i/e',J h rcjt 1Jlt. 

Thay gave•• what amaunte~ to~# I gut a good ~~•tm~•• bachelor 

or a'.r-ts cool'$$ in bu.sineaa admird.stratl.rm. 'ffl'tr.i!~ X wa$ ~t Cincl.rmati · 
. J . ,/) A -~d;;-1-----/ It,,'? 4· ,/4'°1'\JY- 'JlJ<~ · this was 1.n 192li ~nd if you :r.ame-1mber ·thin~a in 

•21 waren 1t vaty goad 1 and 1 wasntt gattinQ rich ve~y raat. 

l dl':!lotded.to tz-y my h~ncl ~-r~ xaaJ. 8$t.$tl:i!• a~d tha:.t. Illa>$· urorea .. 
..fr ,v,.-;111 f:i:1i.~~L1:f v ft..'... ,,_ ,,_ . ,IJ.,1;_v J/ 

l -went i;.t, cievaland /" VV\ __ -. tf""r "- ..,...____ lend divisi~h 

with m ganius n•m•d T•d Quinn~ And I mean• ganiua -~ ha ended up 

vicei ... p~t;1sident or tt · not V$tf .ltn1g a.f'te.r: th~t, and ha WO'$: not mtt~h 

oldet than l .. 

l wa~ $bill in my 2Da. t ~sot to il~iii!i tor • tim•, ~i~~as 

in qh·;µ.r9113 ·o.f uw:ttii .sal~la ptomoti.on fot $ f,p,t.11:t.(ihing e:r.unpi.,.u,y,. 

l QU$8$ l*d b•tt$t m,ntion that l*d Qotteh ma,~ied along h$te. 



n., 
I# .• 

Oay ... :35 

Day, Whan r was in collage my roommate was a Fellow named Burton 
Jou..•,./ ; ,,,, 1, ... t-"/r L- 'i 1r~ ,1.?f"'i. , ...,,.,.._,._ 

Lanell,- He. had fm;1r younger. brothers and a younger i:tietar ~ ln my 
WWW . .,e._]1!!1 

senior year I went dawn to $pend the Chriatmam holidays with him~ 
. ·1f.iw 

e.nd I meat this younger sister url"to was-"l a sophomot'e in high !$Chool , ........ 
- o-l 

red hair. ribbon,, middy blo~ees and aturf like that, an~na intara$t 

whataoevar in a eaanio:r in eollag~, and l waa a pain in the neoi< tQ 

her. But later on, aft$r I'd been through the war and out in the 

far [aati I ran into her again. And I tem•mb•rad this kid with the 

red hair rlbbotis~ end ah0 was e gargaoua young l•dy and I wooed her, 

and fou~ year• later I got her to marry ma. We've baan vary happily 

married, end still are. le have tma children, one or whom ia, 
,,,f:t Ir;,_ -

marine w, ... hs Wlli$ iri Ki;>re:a -~-- and the otht11r mar,::,ieci ~n Army -9!.lilitt, 

eo aha don't count! 

Wall, Gnyway, duting ell thia time t•d had this itch to gat 

back tnto avieticn. I hadn't kapt it up very wall. 

'to mt-:tke f~i lon9 st€;1:,:,y eho.rt, I ended up, with th~ old J;JJ,,rtiaa 
. .. ... ... 

f'.ly :t.n~ S~rvica,...,. In l92S i tui:.1$: a$Sit:tt~nt businass man~ge:i;, \\ In faet 
- . u .. - i--::~ ·--r~l@/ t •. /u, fl ('r!k,h_Mef ti "1r1rq·i,1.,,?-,..y1','{,~ .... 
! we.a on~ (if the f'stt, g~~y,,(\,tb.a:re thert had ;any J.d!S':f:t. 11.our t.q f;ldd 2 and 2w 

Oeyt Th$A) UH'Hl ln Nsw Y~u:·kw They- Ul'$te op~rat.tn9 <5'1 1ft. ,: ti:<-~d- bas:ei 

op(;!ii·atio,J'l$, mof.11:tly .f' l.yiJ'tO -i:iichotl1$- S,to.und th~ ·t:Pllt'lt ry. 



J .. f(/ft w~s sound EU$ h$ll t encept it w~s 20 years .ah$ad of its time. 

~~ Jt:Jnee ~at very itoJoh intsre$ted in it, and Rul\'/lsell Curtiss" 
AMa..,,a:u,-... ZU.Ji-llAl!DII 4, 

lell: to maka a lang story short, that becama Cuftias-Wright 
- ,n,Mjzq; a-n,t;!lprJ#IJIC 

,El-.XJ..n,gu.~m ~ ale!:!0158 $cl up t Q p :r-e $ i rhin t , and I rilQV e up to 

operations menagsr~ That was old Chief 8rainard 1 and he waffi anmthsr 

one along tnSJ!~ob,~R. :1 tough; iul}u~1.·a:; a wont:!srf'ul guy,., And ha had a 
JVJl/4 B,tcJ;rrad 

lot of goo~eommort serUH'!!, But h~ w~u, no politician, and th~ 

polit.iei~ns threnv him out, and l stood up frn:- h!."'l~and got 

thrown out ,ti,~ and that was• good thing. 

Than ha want ta mark for American Ai;line•~ end that or course 

was the big braak I had. That waa about the time that 

was flying 

About -~h'!l t t i !"a 11u./~_, "" :' ~ <:1 qu ir 1 n 9 ;;l! .4; v Jr 4/e /1' l-t J 
1 I .f1 /,,, .!: {~ /14, (/J? 1 VV/l,w,;,-,,'--1/ ,,,.. /..:vr, I", ~ 
vt/VL,D ,//1,/i-:f /-r ' '-- ,) v o 

Curtit$a t i1:1i flew (foQlecl) a:rQt.H'l.d with that a · 

littl,i b.H/ 11 /iA.s /h4'U ~0 {.{;,,-cu', ,jtl!;,-,-.- A*J 1h,l"J LA-<' . 

./l/_ lnc:.fy't,1;t1.ew/ -llfLf ;r11tv~-:b~ 
my f 1~.~t a$$ignme.nt with :AnH,o;•;i,e.an wae: /'-r':7 rJ 

t laarnad to fly a Suie•~~-~ ___ _ 

At that ttme I mantad to move on to btgger a"d bett•r thing$, 

.tH'lcl $ct tho:y g.ot mo to wri ta ~m i;;H.1.tlit1$ ~f thii:l t.yp~ -of' ~tfit:t$tttu.trtit.1n 

-mhich u1~;;1 w:r:ri tt•,mn f'cx+ pr.()f'tils$,ic;in~1 pilots" 



Q: Did you do any scheduled flying at ellf 

It eo happened that ..:::: s-
Sperry and RCA got hold or it. 

manager in Sperry~ 

Jim Wabb wea then the first general} 
~ 

Qi That's ths Jim Webb that. ~ , 

Dey; $ ~ • in NASA,. Jim ia a nice guy~ ln the maantimt, th• marine~ 
i-1,vAt> fhc... i'l 'DlY /,/✓ '-:., 

vH1.1:t-ra seducing .me back"' Chuck Peten."a had dcma that at the time I 9ot 

fired Pram Curti• sa 

°.!!...3:!!...J:..;.f}~ and Jim Webb $rr~ng~d foi' m~ to take a t11$ekend. 

c✓r: 7L/ lL-·~-;·te Y/i:--:; 'Th,·"'b ! 11-1,~ ..fd~v 

/-J-Yti/.;,--1.cqv.. v' 
no.r~tial iitPe}:>g~ QF pilots, (4>) 

/ i 11 ~ --2-u.'._. .-,.--1/4-t I 
v;.o X .thottght. l had I[.. IJRci,J,· l)<J " - · 

2000 hours t,ca wtite that hat1clbou~iv1'kii2utzoo pa.gs$,. 2-·t/?4-. ,%t; 
11 HQW in tha world oiH'."l you ap~nd that much time ott it1 11 Wh~n 

you spend that muah time on it, writing it r yiu mrit• it in• way 

thit can•t bs mieund$r$tood/ That's haw you do it. Yau take a parij~ 

gr~ph here end put it over thart, and you rewo~d it h~r$ and~ ~ • 

that's what tot)k th$ time~ 

l wa.s ask~d htuu meriy copiee• l w~nted. H1t1ll,, I dtm't know .. '1:.-
&~.k -Ji,:vl( o/":, 1 fo,!tv -<,di lfr'"J or -r/4-A, , 

JJ ttv~ch 
They s\":iid, HUfell, u,1;'f1 l.l p;r;tnt 2000 cop:L~J:J.1 SOfj. c¢)'pits;ror ttur 

' .. •'IO. t1 cuatoms~a, and yau taka the othtr ~ DO~ 



Thsy prift$d through 14,000 copies baf'ora you could turn around. 

That made mi-· that gave ma the big reputatiod• 

Q: Yau made meney on it too? 

tha aahoole, iR all the eirlinea. And thm Navy picked it up. 
rt 

Well, about that time Geiger A• and mulcahy ware comlng out 
4Pt'o:::---~..>~.,\~.r..~,..~~~ • 

to Craet Lakea for an inspactlon, and I happened to eee 171 
.th fl /,,l,~ Iii 1,,,A1:,, n A.f A;A(!vfkv•; rt"i)- f.erJ; Utorden,,,~n 0par11tions1v t"J'"VUls, V F---

waa in my outfit in the war, he eaidt "Let•• gQ out th• r~ end craeh 

the party.u And we didt ws had a wand•rful tima1 because I ~adn 1 t 

aeen Pat for a lcmg time, ~nd I hadn 1 ·t ae$n Geig~r for a lo119 t.5.ma., 
C:)-<-t1 -jl'J 4D· Gi~ige,t~ and ta:rl ~ t~Hd.ng about how th$ airtinm~ did thingeJ 

J\ .• 'l,,zP .6,>,r+v'5 e!j.;!!5 htlr:::":fh,·._ ·-IL., 1it'1,7 l)~,;t 1,;,,.l.-'·'i,.·, /it:_ ve(fj;Z~,:, &Ji..,.,, l,1,,e_ t<·i?-'(<2-
/-,j fl ..••.. ,.. lJ t~ 'I • .,,, J) d. ,._ 9 .,,,.,t,/,4-c,.,-./V .( Lv /YI , &,,,2,,[t.'1(~ '?t--1,} lvktc7f.- Pvt. uevt_ ()lcP1fl{ '1./i /"'/ v,../;;/?j,iLI 7 vt.' 

Earl tH:tit, nHa • s the guy ·tha.t t~$ taught us how to tJQ it, 11 pointing 

at me. So I mae hooked. Geiger really pravijilad on C.R, Smith to 

lat me coma down to Quantico fo~ a co~pla of waaka. lell, you can•t 
lllti:w,;iJlll',nc1>J1Aa ;z.;.a.;: ............ 

even @ake a start in e couple of ws•ket except to show •hat thay 

don 1 t know. But l h0d rour students and in thoea two weak• J 

t:ifflritad _~ome~h ing .!ike _100 h~ur~ tif iniwtruction ,,. ... ar~d that'$ work f 
A •. fS-ftAl- C!' f-1Ji~,i, h,11},rq,,,,.. -/1.c qf-t,IJ-,0~ t 

;fj>i/'{LLTh$n ti1!:ll Navy {ictr;pted thJ.$ btHJl<lst thl:lt canr~ oIJt. (p;av.i$) 

that made my reputation. !twas e gcbd book. ! think it'• ., 

~'l:N1bI;1bly orH:1 of th~ ira::i~tt i:rntl.t,fy:tnri th:trt9I:r th~t h::tpptzirHl to m~ nqw '" .... 

y~u taught me how to flyl 4 
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I got I lot or satisfaction out of it. 

a: Ia 1t still in print? 

Dey: Noi it's aut of print. 1'11 give you a copy~ 

Cl 1•~ like to ••alt. 

Day; Lat•• call it a new ch•pter~ 

Now wa'va got to go back to Wotld War J. 1 think tha firet 

bime I avet ••• Gaio.•r •a• when~• c••~ ~o Miami from L•ke Charles. 
- .. . . . _ . -<'!lvvb-rz7i, . · · · ·-_ ·-. • -

l ramernbar· hi$ blue ayes: staring, right ~~u with t.hos~ aamned 

blue eyfs of his~ he nev•t blinked. I nev1r knew hi~ •dwell at 
t,,t bv(i;':J 41 ~ye h.-JJ,,..__ fA.t- ~z:;.,-r -rc> -:fr-.Hice, 4J, ·J: /,,t~·::; (J-T /..,a- 'Fre-511/t:_, 

l'JU.ami ~/\ The-re W\ll'S $Offlf;thln9 about th~ guy. He Wat:$ a oaitu-:ral. born 

l$ade.lt'f :t ectually nevl~r~;g~w~!~ ~lt;$ely $Oough tt.1 knuw him as 

w.ell a.s, f¢:r instance,. PM_.,.,,~1$,tlca_t,iy ditL H~ and Pat wai~e gt'E:H:t.t;.. p:;i.l~h 

And he and JQX wars greet pala. l would ~un into Gei;•t now and 

th$t1, but 11HI$ .rw var :really vary i1ltl$1&ly aa.sociated utith hiffL, He 
11 . . . 

wea Juat a guy who wie ther$, and yoij kntw b~ was gObd $tut,~ 

I 

I 
. i 
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Dayi H• • ae not hard to 1st mlong with. l had no difficulty with 

him In any ~ay. H• w~• warm, h~ was very plaaeant, at least tam$. 

1 think if 1 sver tried to croas him up I mould have h~•rd abDut it 

in no uncertain terms, ,ether quickly. 

Q: t):Ld you keep up with what wa$ going on with Marine avJ.ation, 

say mrtar World Wer I? 

Only incidentally. 

Wea S~ainard forced ~ut •• chiaf of aviation? 

Oh no~ he was• major. 

Ha quit of hla own volition ta go with Cu~tiea. -· _.....,_,_ -. .......... ~ 

lh wee Cunningham ~ho hed been fcrted out marine aviation. 

Oay t Oh~ f'~~osd out·~ NQ41tJ • u~,. t,f 0001,•s~ there wa& a. !Pt ~r' 

poltti~a, which wete way beyond my epb•ra of interaat. ! never 

rw Qtittrr;i1e Chamb~:tla!n , 
..., .. . . -. . . ·'""'-- I 

dir09:c~::tosd 'IJ.$: i,,tl-, and Cunti.ing!w~m nwst hava hF;:i;d eon\jtd,d~rabl e. pol itic!))li 
~-,,.,,~lf=~t,l';"""•·?f\'1-•.::-:;-·~ I 

I 
I 
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to g~t ~~ the marine Carps Avietion even &tarted ae h8 did. 

Ae a young 22.-.yeer..,ald sacom:i li$Utenant in a new wtn:-ldt yt.1u 

are not fnuch involved in the upper .levels of intr-igue and political 

influence and things of that kind. I didn't know what thG hell these 

thing® ws~t about~ 

Qa I thought you might haue hea~cl ato~ies1 or that you had some 

connections. 

Dey: No, I dan't ~•member~ That kind cf etuff pretty much goes 

in one ear and out tha other with ma. ! 1 ua never b~en much er a 

Q: When did you write this manual. 

I started ~riting 

---Q: J St, you were WCI>king all the wh.ilo you wer~ in tha r~aervet 6U:f 
. ·1 eve t01 . , .. ,, 
~-r f 1 o y .o B s no et" t , 

I waa in Chicago, I waa living at the Curtiae_Baau mt Gl~nview, •h~n 

I got ftr,d. I should have baan firadt and tt•a tha be•t thing that r 

ave~ hsppanud tom•· I talked batk ta a no gaod baat,rd, end he 

should haua bean talked back to, and l got fired~ 

I 
l_ 
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i°h'?{1e,,,,f-;:>JI' -

About that time e fellow- nenuid Pata~s we$ th~4, instructor ar 

'--(1,.,t /fl/1.,rlitJv (loud noise) 

_ __ //- 11-,,,_.,J, )/,/,,;,,;.f ,, .• ~ 1/ta::1_- 1~·-,;'/,t-e_ 
4-(·'/f(/ __,/ •"V '{ . 

clown in Qu~nt1ca wiih 
/jl, -- ,{~~" it-··'"- ';/4,i:r-~;.._~,_ - ·1vv /v 

fot.1r stw:lantft~ and tryj.ng to - // --,,_ .,Pt1~_,,1?v'-e 7 -z;, to trein other 
I! /,4 J ,, v-

peeiple ~- .~ i~&i,~)t r{ JU.<·:-!{ J --1-- J!,1/tt/ i.'v(IV~1l t;1:f✓---7', 

Sof~e of our boys in ,'-l~e-ri~~~T'!~~~~,::~.~,Gl@r& active in the 

~~earve aquadron, induc~d ma to coma over und Join the aquad1on 

!fir floyd Bennett ..... Which I did.. It watl th~A Squf.ufrtH1. Stev$t 
~C-""~"''IN91 •e ••• f ... ".... --..,,..... 

l had jU$t1 be!in 
0\1' £.t,.liC ':1- c,1.,,,11,,-

r • s arve, si1~txa~@~i 

We never had to do any recruiting1 we always had a waiting list-• 

bath for pilots and for enlisted men and meohenics • 

. r, 

{1-rrf ll; &·( 
Duy; Th$$$ war~, man mhct had grH'Hl out .j;_r) tht1 -AV iatiQfl C~dlr,;!t PN:¥91:·eittl 1 

enct had dDn• thait two ywats af active duty, whatever the activ• 

duty ~<;is at. that t-innih fha:Y had the Aviat;l.Qn Cii.iclet;; Pr~ij:t'frlfllt thmn , [ 

tu,~ ~ti~iitrl Q'f act::i.Vf• d1,Jty ~ then t',)Ut ;i,t1to ¢iVi1i~n ,tJ.f.a"' That r~ whar-e 

We had #ame very, very unique aheraat~•$• The~e wa• ~mpls 

materiql fg~ two aqu•dton1, and so tbey btoka it up into t~D •~M~••~: 

$f:fW1)tiri,'..ln$1 -~ ... :;,b,;t,le 1\icCletlJ.,~in h'.i!ld one :£Hid X he;.d the qt,11,(H'. # Ula had 

$iv!i1fJ. ;:;1wful1, y 900:0 men. fOJ..' ,~l tlU!llbf,xr ¢P }'~~rs 1 ;p:i;,l:.'itd:~ically av-a1'.y 

g!;i!/1Gt',:d of'fic~.i: in tha i~a:c.ina Co~p$ H{1s,u•:v$ Avi~t-iun ¢.~rnr, ot.tt of 
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~tJ ,.., 
my/! equ:adron. there w!! H~!,.~_!!rt l.,ieu,, :Joh£? ~~!;3tc.u1 ~ 0~el1, 

Phil Klenke~ Art Peterson~ There was someone els$; but 1 oan 1 t ..........---.......... ~ __. .. ~-~., 
?Yitv+-1 (/j'lo/ . . 

During the wa~evary one of my men was cammiaeianed, and tha 

officers made e ta•lly 2srnarkable record. Soth the squ~drans were 

ksenly intsreatad in what they were doing~ Steve maCl~lla" waa a 

gaod leader, and I wa1 a pretty good leadar 1 and wa h$d thu tight 

kind of materiel trn wark with. and those equ~drone mare than paid 
.. . I. ,. 1/ / ,0 4.-✓r,., LJ - 0Z. Lj A] rco ;-)1:-l ,,.-11_r-, 

their- may all the uiay through.f l,£,r..." •-t , r 

J.1u1derahip of the marine Ctn:pa Aviation, as a mattet of fact .. 
b\,e kiJ... 4- -re,.,.,, IA,,tJi.t, 

i~.ad8 genelt'al- but we had a ltrt mors ,~b Gall ottH;ty ff:>t 
aua•~ .,._ "lllm dlW 

Day: No; he*$ dtHJJn in Nicaragua" Thmy are bu,ilcli11g an fJiil'PD.tt. 

damn there~ It'• part or• US ald prpgram. Ahd Jim Webb certainly 

won fama anBljl"~nd ,!8.!~.;.'1o_£ri:;;i t whe ~ot killed :,rt m.idway. ma~k •to ••• , 

l h?eV~ $fl ~~1fuJ timQ t.rt.th na1;'lf#$" 

Ahd t1ut (mlla:tad men, tht. Q\al')1$ Ull:11/w C~n you im~9irtf.l an o~tfit 

wh•rs in ord•r to Join ae an enliet$d man you hava ta ga Q$ne»ally 

to 1~v~ ~t:r-H n-1rrt'111s~ f $.t'$t" 
¥/ 
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You come nut there and wark latuidaya and Sundaye and do tha 

dirty work, awsepi~g hangars and stuff like that, and then if you 

are prett,y good at it, 1miybe $ix ll'l:Qnths lat.er you .gat ~ ehanee to 

anliat aa e buek privata. Th~t was the kind of outfits theee were. 
/1¾2 1/VF'( 

If you hav$ the materielfito work with, you oen do~ let or thing,. 

Qt Wh&r$ did your pilots coma from? lera they mostly airline 

p!lots'l 

1tt~~-;J /} + --J ~- lit//'(; A-; ,l,.111c /f h• I'),, 5&-J;,;,,,,,( ~u.~ -{1,,;;-.v l n)u~tl/d • 
O~y, I) SQva:r-~1 of them uu»re f'rom $parry 1 $-ome ware local base 

opeq.•i:id:t,,:-e • $Om$ war$ f rum Wright Aei;-orHautitH1l, some of tham mh~r$ 

ficun a,ir line$" 

Qi Iara you flying at thia time for American? 

weits .either i!jbout to --
e V .,4/4t,(i'Jl . ~ bP,rt-~ 

Wa had a aocall•d diapetcher ~~~~1 Z wa~ tn th• praceas 

of dtling that Uthen llirH:ld Wn:r ll brck~ out~ 1~t th¢i,t td.me I w~e s·~,ill 

keeping my hand8i $ti flyin9, s.o X k~p.t up all my l.;!itrlin$ tati.ng$. 



Oay .. 45 

I kept up all my ratings. 

World War 11, but 1 Ju~t didn't hav$ time enough ta do it. &o I 

dropped it* 

M: Now, your unit m~s mobilized in Daaembar 1940, is that right? 

Day= That's ~ight- Daoembsr tha 9th 1940, one year before Paa~l 

Harbor~ And thet's another story. 

In the summer of 1940 the Navy raaliiad that most everybody 

somehow or other involved in the industry; commerQial pilots, air

line pilate, mschanic$, things of thut eort. Thay knew dmmn well 

they couldn I t possibly yank.· them ,,pl.l back in case of' mob.iJ;i.zation. 
.. . (f 11.1.. ··/hbtJv,,~,c:.A--.. 

Go th(l,y appointed '.fi.'1~1;\·,~ttil~i:H'H':)R•··f-I'atil"''f\/JA ;t.'board ..fg:,r:$t under 

T~mmy ThOmaeon from TWA, and a ~aptain of the Navy, and I w•• en it 
~~-.~~~ .,.r ... ~~:·1:s ..... ~'.~ 

and we'd go through the lists, and as t~ied to eaparata, to .. _ 
· . .. iti,/'.e 111.-.:,r,,,..;,:.dl 

categorize into about t•e:lt( thz-ae claa~H~tl tho.$i;;i tuhofll~iwa,i,labla 

for mobiliz~tion. Ths cgmpanies wauid b~ givan a tertain amount 

of' timr:1 in 1.Uh:Lc:h. to obtuin rma train a raplaoamimt for 'l:~hem .. ,.-7J..l4 . ....__ 
,tJ J1,u~r/1<.f 

~i.tlo/'ith-r.1tr· clernsifieatJ;i;in;, thrfY bqatd ctac~cted they would be 111o;r:e. 

valuable to the Illa sffart doing theii civilian Job than they 

would ba in ij~lj uniform. The board decided that I was in thet 

laat catego~y and I tais,d hall end aaid1 rtJ am not in that 
. . . A v,•+1 . . 

catlclgo~y .•. 1t Thtt. is .whsn t eta,rrt~p tq ·work ~;ith ~ br;,yl(lt 11.md 
"""""" . ··-

~ame o~h~r p•ople to $Se to it th~t when mabiliz*tion came E had 

iii ,jr..b .• tJhtlm rnobiLL::1,~t.iQn t;;O.mIJ I b~l'~ o:i:·dsz:i~d t.P tn:•-.;tng my :Jr.;.uad:rtJh 

bt:lG.", and th rr:1 n .o :rd~ r $ d t,o ~ /}Y.Q~4:.~?:.L .. _!!!:.(~~"L ~, . f··/-J!f~('..C.-

t c, see wh11.1t ws could do eb:Qut taRitlS ethl~mt~Q~ af b~d 1~suth1u·, ./J!rf 



Q: During thia pet<iod before the wa,!j!he exparu:d,1rn uF ~o«nnEur·oinl 

air, did the alrlinee try to pr~salytize $ervice pilots? 

Oalyt Oh yes~ l weu,t down ta Pertel!u;r.lle.. 1rmust hav\'!J been around 

'38 or *39, and tried to hl~• some p!lota, and I hired aom~. There 
jVl-}i/1., I Vt"JevVt . .. , . ~ 

wer~ ofr'i~tts IA,., ... } __ {;,/ I 1t,;,1v'ue,,t;~'"1\ tr~ otu)} of' th$m was Notman And,u•stm .. 
. /\ -~-"' . . . .. . ..... 

Anf.'Jaraon came up end stiu•ted to t'ly for i\a?rican tUrlines; aind he . . . k ~~~- -- ····· .. ·•· ··.· 
w~s in rny ettuaetrtH'l. Jrfloy:1_ Sa.':?.r'!.e~~cia1tu:1ft. ona day!ll and aaid~~!ll~lii~ltd 

"l 've,duet teceivecl netica thet I :;8 beem. selected f'or a r~9ulal' aomm.te.eion 

with the Mia.tine Ci3:tp$ ~ ii 1iwhat would y~u advise thet l do?n 

"I weuldn't advise you ta do anything~ 

drop Amerioan and go baok to the marine Carp•·" And that•• what 

hQ did, be$a,~tas as you k•1ow ntw h$ .ts ti ~ne of our eenio1: mt:;tJqi 

9an~tala, and ~ Vel')' f'ins /df$.r:inff¼,. iw~>Ofi)¢~tixear!! 

· But /,Utl\\Ul<;f.ca.ri, ~.nd all thGJ ~i~lirt1:;1a, have alway a l t1Pkt{t td, 

the ml1it•tY es a very gaad eource or psl•t•• 

De.ye Atl;lMettt:c tit' fatt-i tha $lt1.ine$ ·wouJ.d ret,tnn-: h.av1 Navy t.h,~m.d 

it!atln• Cot1,ni p.JJ,;ts ·thtn: ,ur tote$, 1.f tht,y h~V4il a cheiet1t Ths.i.'t· 

tta. inins i·t; ,o.undin:i, l?.l~d. thty h~va better "I' he t/ti 'i Jiff. i Jt~-rhY?' 
{J'JAtrJ,~ -foie_ Jvi· r ~,me, .~Yf{t ,t{J,1,nt.f,, • . 
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than 11.i :r rorce people heve,. You put that in writing t 

Day; Ve$, you•re damn right, 

Now let'• see, where ware wo? 

Days I too~_,my squadt"on to ... R~~.~.:!?J-co, JNilpOrted in and was immediate.l y 
1'1':.."'-· 

detached to Jack Tou,~pa,_,,, and th&l ith\la was that I was 9cin9 over to 
--England to find out Juet exactly how the British we~e handling their 

bad weather problem•~ Halsey wanted ffl$ right now, so there waen't 
~,nu....-.. 

time. mhat l did do w••• I atayad in Washington far a week ur s1, 

and talkad to• number or RAY pilota and found out how they • sr~ 

handling their bad eeathe~ •tuff. Th~n I went an and reported to 

Hal$ey 1 and the idea w~s to seH! what Mia could make use of' !{lL.-1--J,,)d1 ·-/o 
f/;1,c,✓t:Vffe[(/' 4~ r,7-jj/' 1f)+/£kS•;V.:?-, 1//Lftl,£;(.)V~. 

f' ly bad we~ther1 e ), I' •""' 

When I got out there l found out that tifi$~JMt~Waltil1 fly.ing 
'- 1{e. ,1. 4-: Jt(;',l.·'7// . '(1..~ {7 , /JA . .f' /_ tJ...t~vr 1;;}-':t'a?; ' . - \..l,... ~, 

w~~ · ) v•t:t 0 1-;~ ' J , ' thay dido I t know how to fly lo-:i.llll t.heCtts~w,:: 7 
~l)t,LV,VJ-f"? . . . . . 

Tha standard method •e~the one, two, thrsa systam w1s the la aar~•t 

and soundest, but St •ould take them a long time to develop. Q 

. . 4--1-
So Hal.say p1.1t me ashoref~~e ... ki:i"t.:.f.49.t and he put e squadron 

,-,f}t£1,J w . . ,.. 

ashere for a month, wh1iH1 ~ .w.ere out 1n the Pae if le.. l worked on 

those f9lltiw$ t.<ll ~es what would bE, th~ qt.11elotet. w•y to· !PIA-/~ "(ft..~ 

fro fii·'tJ,v{ fr,,: .eftd b~1cl weather- flying, to ma.k$ U$tf of it~ /'}J,t1f 
" h ~ -b ) /J ff. .1 ./S ,1· ,.1 'f· ... ,. ... ,,~z ~ ,· 111.:::~7. ·•~u~Lr;..,,1·"') ll ,'J /,"1 7,.. ,,-,/·. /,,1 /J A- , -/l.,l.-p.l.l, t;_, -71 ' .,.. t.(_ r " r 1,..,l r/-JJ i. i t4<2/ I;{_ ff . ,.,. I "~ 

{,1-, Ir oh &.i,;t c.? /1,1_.;~. rt~•e 



then l mas ordered to the Bu:raat.t of' AsrtHtautita:i, under a yot.Hlfa. 

fell.om namEJd WJJur !ii. ttadf'ord, then a captain• and one af the 
q • I . , . I ll!' fll"'!I . 

gl'.'etate~rt guya ! 'va sver known in thi.s wo:rlth he 1$ abls, and a 

11"1entleman, and uncanny in his intelli.net.1oe .. No wondst' ha became 
~ f"'f" . ;, 
chairmen of the Joint ~iei or ~aff later on. Wsxwi@At»1udx•ll!lxts 

we You went fflith him with a knotty, matsed up ball or yarn, he 

liatensd ta you rote coupl~ of minutes, and then ha •aye, •t•n•t 

thi,s. th~ ¼,ey to it1•~ And it i~",, t.,ots and l~t* of guts. 
v--1:'. Ct,1-/-Yv.i.ltl ~f ~ "Ip '{IW1. t:p .. ,('arr li.'1.11:,h. . .· _f ll 

fl, ~e had no .authority whetso$Vli:lt" 1. -,t' t7t" -

Day, t 1 d made lieutenant ~olonal by thet tim~. 

Q;; tn t'~lb:rtHH'l' .of '4li on th~ ~,!]_p~rer.i,~~ .. • ----
t"I ·~:; 
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Ch Uh uh~ 

Q; aut ~s a •aJar working with this pilot group you had full 

~uthotity ,~am Halsey? 

Day: VFJs 6 both from Hal$@Y and Ralph Ofstia and rtU.les Brc.nuning .. 
.,,.... .,-- ----- ~~--- - aw 

I was wo:rking very closaly with Ralph Ofstia end Miles fh:·ownin$}: " 
t,.,lit:· ~'<)lL-h-,-r 1h ?.J[,7;,Vt? ttth ,,.-,,..JJ u vi4 'f'' 

the.y ware two V8'ry t very smat"t Op$rato~aA I was getting all kinds ; 

of coopetatian from them, 

Day: Thay wara on his statf~ mile• Browhihg w1• ths 3 on th$ 

etatf and I think Of stie was probably e.s.si a tent 3 ~ ::ro . 
l •~• alaa working to~ Admiral McCain, mho had th• patrol 

ljlQt-Lo.,Qvv~- 1 fafh,,,{2 ''1.u~ ~:i!!~t~'' kutt;:!ev "L•if~ Iv'? e,,t,;,cnf. 

These t11JY$ kneur uihat w~ wmre. tryipg to 11:Ulctnnpl!$h and th.ay 
. . . . . . . . . ._ i1,,,fli.)t c.:-li {JI u.f 1 1 fiuAC -"{W 1t Al<P,,;,J( s &-t.,_;J- t;.,,z.Q 1Jt,1_ 

taelly ~~J ,,-li!~f rl'\,:,, ,1 - 1L.. .,/1 , - J ,, .,1) 1-1 ''""'L 
J?. 1./1 # t1(o. L,'7,;- [ I) 1_ o, · "'fl 'hKJ . , '.IP"" ffttu. 1 ,,.._ r£ l"'Lb-T' J- tf)-Li"J 7-,l-2--c .. :~ 1u 1./q() . 
1--r te 11 '-· f loud nolse) P / 
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number• of peepla that ware going to be involved in thia thing. 

nmhat te it going to take tm teach thes$ pilots? 
?,.,' blhQ 4,;?a tMV 

To be able tc 

fly W'lat- ,uey, to be able to at.tack th~ 

"Let me do a little figuring her$.• In my own mind I figured~ 

out that it would take abcuJt so many hours lif11 th!$ and so many 
,/ 

h ou ~ s bxlllllldlu,,t ,r or rad a ~ , Radar 111!! $ IJ Vtt '-' f i '5 ~jf4- /;,,:, 

;,6at requi•red so many inet:ruetars, eo many people to inetruot th$ 

instructors, ~o many airplanes. ~ 
~ 

In aboug a 1!e~ama up to Raddy with a vary rough idea of pm filf.ll i a,tx ~;irt 1:"J!II I a,u1 S! ~ 
':},_ 

about wh~t 111as involv$d in airplanes, in pe:ople and in time. s' 
"f'i na ' 111$. ' ll. d O it . ,. 4 n IY£tfe,' N;.,,, k.1-ffe-- I ,e. ,, I'('._.;",, fr '. 
J--7" • t l/ . . .. 
-,~ r . . (loud noise) 

•mhate are you going to da thia7u 

''The ideal place woult::J bttt scu»8where r,ut .in ths middle Wast· 

whate it never rain•, wbe~• you never h~va any clouda and where 

there'a no tiaffie. But that would take too long. 0 

' J, 1,r; J1 . .. . it-lJ v,t, r . . vii! tlUJell; t'va gtit th~11,plac$ for y(HJt you can have it ·tight now, 
if you u,ant it., Atlanta.. It 1 $ $tJ1:'tottnded by ai.rtU~ye ~), 

1-l? ~,, b1:1,;-~. . . 

tha wsathell' is lou$y an~11 tt tn:1n 1 t be uailld fli)r, pr.it'l'IELt'Y t~aining 

enyma~e, but yau can have it, 1, you want it. Go down and take 
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No, it masn't Se~chcraft. 
. ·· . .. /.,.1._ ~i" f;:1~:v 
l gat hold of ) ,~ 7 .1 ~ho wee the Hudson 2epresantativa, 

w.i;i Uh~r-s J\ist ,11:·det-ing this type of airp.tenc:r thay we~$ modifying: .. 

I?,' f} ,) tj'f.j,, · f?( IJAff. 4/ 
,fvea but )tOU are not putting ~uch,.,.a:nd•,,s~ch Li ,1~,~ ~,? ; ..... ' Pc.J•" 

in the Pramewark.n ~what diffa»ence doea that m1ke? 0 "Dh~ that 



Day.., 52 

"If they la,it dx .,&eke I am happy," 4=e:::f!;1;~hH then that."11 

Anyway, I aell•Ct$d half a dai•n teal amart young afficera. 

t sbt1lii;1: UJa;cd thtV1$ frqm flQn A1m;rrican.t and they dil111't like it .. ----- -··• .... ,..,,._ 
And Chat:lie Qoldct·a'f't ftom Am~i·itah; and :they d!dn,tt, J.:;Lk$ it .. 

~ T =;w,-,,~~ ~-.:--: ¥ • j~ 

I got th••• guy• caromi1sioned in the Navy because all I could 

get f (:):r 'em i,n 'thtJ ffla:tttHll torps 111a$ f l.:ret lJ.eutenant. The Navy 

gave them li:!tnJtanant commeode:r. So these guye W$re mada: l.ieutanant 

1le tl,rte~ bLc-prv-·-<
,~-X\\hlijii 

By t.h$ ti111a ths$a G)LJY$ got tQ tt,petat;t,o.nal tt:aining thay w,;n;•.a 

pretty geod in$tt'ument pilot$" Then :tm:e~ w, had to catch YJ:>: '1fith 

thori.•ll'. 11th¢ Wit$ .in Optu•at.10t:Hrll .. t.f~.in.,1.11,g.,. ctha.tl.;hi (Jr;,111::rta.ft Ultni\. . 

•do~n to ;laol(a.onvill~ end it¾Ett .. up ~ft-1:..vf-'?JM.~v ~nd i:ti !il:f._~ bsaut:tful er, 
Jtil> 1 'The x,al'O\:!,lt 1111><1 tl!u, \ Adm • Raijiro'!':!' l:.oJ. d me one Umia that he 

. th.o·u;ht t h211d h~d ,nt.'l:\tt-t tu do l!Jith l,tJ11VA1TI\ '\fZe_.,,,, tlt>lll //1'/ ~ 
P+-ttf,c✓ 
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than 1ny ot.htn· guy That waen 't so; but 1aak1 11u, did make carr:te:r 

i-eids ori :J•paneae and Chinese r.a:u:us\$ poseible, Thay couldn't havs 

carri•d out those ~arrisr raids if these guy$ couldn•t hava flo•n 

and gotten ba.ck to ths ship$. 

Ut . You said that orig1rually yc»u made e.m inv•stigation cut on the 

West Coast of what tha card,~ 1 '1fe C,,1;1¥•ffi'j<2 fi4,ds ,:,.,_.y fi do. 

All they had to do. was fly out ,, ~ , 

l 11..:, 1ViL~L-•':1,i~ 
Day: Ne1, I $aid they couldn • t fly . .-ec·~~"'-, and we t;tidn 't have 

·time with the slou,er and sounder u-ne, two,, thtGt$ syt;1tem.. So we. 
/J J 1 ..L t-,- , ~ J.'(V /At1,,)~ /f"Y.,_ri/ ·. .. 

\t, /-fT/,Jtl,,d.t //!f-:.JI I now i.t•e standard .. In those 

W$l'e not ·as dependable t1,.,114t:.,.;,-?{ fZt.e ~l:r..e,&,-:f,~v~··I 
A-r fr .{;c ,' A- I ~fl t~?-,rv- 1 

Oay, Y.es; uua had the .. quipm,u,t,. but thtY tU.rf't 1<now- how to tJ$e 

it, and they didn 1 t know haw ta maint•in it~ 

Whan•~* Chatlie Goldoraft went down to Jacksanville to pick up 
. -· . 1f4-,q;J,~ . . . .·· . . •' r 

the ope.rational ,tM!'iU!~' ha had one hell of a t;tmEh lhs".,-n.tght 

flying aquiprtt .. ertt wes no d~mn good and ths1'r i11<{1f1,,,,4,tJ~.,;f~ h/flJ--e__ 

~ no damn good~ fhii finally got ~he Adffi·it-al to put. ttut 4:;1-n .e-i..-det>, 

but they couldtt 't take an air_plan_e .tJff the 9,ro.und,l),r..✓.le.•:,;s ~t/4~e..7fu..f 

t,J:re .;_ t.,.,,4C.·11b tmf!'-t · r.l--~aot~;:t1y stopped the Na,v)' 

tltn& f,u• 11 wh Ua until they got . / lfz_ (/ "1 r ,'11,~ • r 
I 
r 



Dayt They weren't interested. And they didn't have the knowhow 

•ithsr to a vsry large extent~ 

.Ch 

Day: You•re damn right you lose D lat of pilats that ~ay~ Yau loas 

a lot of airplanes that way. 

But operational training got the word, and Cha~lla ~~ God bleas 

him, beceue• ha 1 • dead -- gat the aammanding affiQers toga alang 

with him. He was getting a hsll of a lot aP anthusiaatic cooperation 

ine:h~ad cJ)3u~t, 11 we11, l gt!Jttia do it,,t kind of' thing .. 

Ct; llihat about bhs -$Ell"liO:t marine aviatora who went ova;r- to tri.gland 

to investigate thai» night flying techniques? ! think r~ank Schwabla 

and aom~body alse went~ 

Dayt I don~t know. I never talked ta frank eb~ut it, and if they 

ever adoptad any or theit •*~• atuff I n•v•r knew it. 

u, Ol' C11Ut"H tt::.1 .. :f:··~ ..... .,,,i,,"" f$d8~ ~!:f lllh~ch IIIH fa!I' in 
J. l'Y 7le_ t - - 1 ?1 

d .. ... · • · ,, .... n..t ~ .• ~ . v·i bi,,, .. . ... - l.nr 1(f)'1tt'JfL- ZlL-. a v""nc.e Pi' ou:i,,e, :a ~, _,, . .,-; iJa ~119. ·. ""FJn ~ e.l!l'f!..,. ~ .. / / ;' 

.P•iamu1xl1~~chntt:iu!i1$ • ., j> 



Oay; Thay U$'1Jd esrtein landing J19ht tsehnique~ to gst them on 

the runway in bad . weiat~er 1 wh~oh ,ua didn • t uae in the Pao.if tc, 
Je,,·ou.v /,h'JtJi.. -f l'l,r,r[ _ .--fl· ,/)°f'-,-f-{ ,:j:-1., ... ,1 '> Jc,1Jt\ 

we didn't need i t4 because practically tal.l of .Me ti 

J\ .. -f r.,-u,.i r 
Q: That waa ve~~ gooctP 1 T e~r1isr lending under sny 

. QitJ' 
oircum$tancea. · You have to be carrier-qualified? 

Oay: Oh yes •. 

Q1 As an old pilot, WQuld you trust the l•n~ing signal office~? 

Oh yes. 
I 

,. 
Your landing signal officer 

ia your lnatrument panel. Whan 

fou take your eyes off' the inatrument. panel, he them beeomas ytlu:r 

insttument pane,!. and 1i(!,v~ 15 fil.,\7,ij1,~ 1l9 ;T A45 /~ ~ 
yr;n,J r'ollout hi 1f.i: inat:tt,ujt.iortlii tlS i.f yau J!,!OtJld an irnatt:trnterit. q:,,.;:. 

l1i<tu., tm'- -?~ ,1147,t,1,tfit.(), .... )t""::J I lj_f :~l.,v -C//v- /)n,\£..,f_ t/r'- ~ £.d.fJ/;eV,, ,, 
u · o 
Qi Of aaurae you war~ •n old commercial pilat and had basn trein•d 

{. 1/'::i 
in rolloming the instruction• or g~aund cahtroJf and a lot o, paepla 

hadn t t baem. 

Day; We had to da all of that. eut we had good peopla to work with 1 

and•• got a let of enthua1a•t1a auppo»t from aaniDt people~ They 
ih 6tc)Ev -f~ tiu j-J 

wanted tb sea thi$ · thing dort.$. 1 an~11 they knew ~~at they had tc» train 

and follow a eait of discipline. 



Q; I think Gen. megme seid thie, and Tax Rog~r• $a1J it toa •• that 

•• an old pila& he never aould get him$elf to trust, to beliewa that 

tha LSO had better Judgm~nt in handling the plane than he had. And 

that's why they hated carrter landing•, that'• •hy they couldn•t 

quite get ta the point~ .• 

Day1 Thet*s why the younget pilot• pick thie up eeeiar. I*va 

b ,:;. ll . 5 f 1· ~ aen tH1wad tQ: , ey owi.rig gaugii'>~ ·i,x;· it ,!,ong ·time, "' have no trouble 

follotd.ng the LSO. l guess tha naw thing)mede it even aimpler1 ~-

"}IPA b4// 1• /,yhR ?Jy;t ~ {a,,_tJ Jo, 
Q: Now, during thia period aP time '41 and '42 yau m•r• all ouar 

the plao~, getting the program etertad. 

Q; You w~nt domn in July '42 tu Atlanta getting things etsadi•d • , 

Day~ Yau aee, wa mad• Atlanta into a ba• e fer training Lnstru-ant 
- . . . y . 

instructo:us end $.n$trurnsnt. mschaoioe; ~mi toV(Jt:ilitr:fltors. 'fhtat whole 

base wa$ davot~d i.'!!Plaly to tha ins.t:rmmen.t JH'(39tarn1:S * iu 1 the ij.t.udents· 

we had9IIBI thtough th•r• •ate the onae llihO ••r• to bs inetructare~ 

OtAny or i~ham bact< from th$ fleet r:et:1111 war t1per~tion1;1;? 

ik~ ()l£ l,)t;; tL?.. h;;J J,lif"- )&a1.,# e 

D•y• ¥$•• a ,ew, (P$Uss) mcObw~ll,• guy who wa• ptaf~saor ~P 
.-,a 4 

at $y:rac:t.1ae t"Qt 1:.HfVS~ta! Y'llHU18· ""· th,sy liUJ: -\U$t$ bai."Jk.: f'tH'Hll f"ieet 

""p··· $:'.'l'l""t•" ,I'\~ . .-.. . ~ .. ~Q ...• ~1•~~ 
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Qi wliWxfli8 ta mak8 colonel ar lieut.anent colQnel soon in this 

pa:riod,. ln march of '4:3 you 98!;~ o ma.rins Corps Aviation. 

I'd b t ' :::z::._ 
Day: - i-ii!Ue ;to1 8it back f 0:C a wh.iltii! y After ~ got the $how 

on the road~ T~ had Jtfsa¥'p ~ Ned S~:cls:_ was the commanding 

officer at Atlanta. We had a little trouble with commandinj ...__, 
offloere down there, and we'1Uiiilt2°8at that straightened out, 

and Ned Scarlet was commanding officer, probably one af the beat 

commanding offic.:ers in the world, and probably tha best ona ll had. 

He wai willing to take his finger off ~-~s whel~ damn businaeil, hl',.-
f;:;J(,~) h✓-i, -(. ,-11Nf-, a-r-E- hr;:) /J/t£..b:"•/ iJV1.-l-L t--~ ,A,-t-.:-' u ·e 
A iend let you uaa you~ judgment and your guts* 

4 .,Bgttjf_c:u:-.d ... !lO.fJ I had no authoti ty to buy these a;i.rplan~a. Ws 

had ne authority to aet up Atlanta aa a base, me just went ahead 

and did it, and na~ody wee gaing ta argue Jwst so lang ae it w9rkad~ 

Ir it hadn't •orkad, it would have bean eomething alee egain-

Tha anly thing that ever got put down on Peper was tha syllabus, 

u, Did you u• s your old manual ea e baaia? 

Pay; No; l::leeau$e my old manual u1a$ aeiSeci tin the titu:1; two; three 

eyetam~ We tried to give them a little of that to f~ll beck Qh •• 
• - - . - 'f J_ ff : r- 'f',(l)P,;,..,,f<5 

a safety m~H.1sura 1n CZil!Se the IJ111 i14if ,JI-, f'mile:d. But wa had to do 

the whola thing over• and it to~k RQ ,nd of time to !mptova on the 

old ona, two, three ayatam. 

Yew s,ee.1 being cm Adm. Hadf.oz·d • a. $ta ff' 1 and H~dford being in 

ch1rge of ell •vlation training 1n the Navy, it became vary eaey 
/'.~,-::, f ~t~-e . 

to ~-g: th1t:i: $tUff' into, a $Yll~bua .of th$ varlu~s ~t,$9~s or ba~d.c 

and advanQad and operationsl training caux•••• 



And that W$1 ell done right there~ And I had th$ae smart 
7~✓-1 ,- /'}f:,,J:J 

young cookies_. wtit.ing this manual end ~iflg" thefiie .tru:itructors 
111 

down~ Atlanta. 

In the m$antims we wsre trying to put them in plac$S where 

they nsaded them the WOtat. Ule had to start /)Y- J;.,,7A il-r.J~-'/ 4c_ -i1e #y 
The guys in operElltional trliin1ng we had to catch them bafore they 

got out in the fleet, and the guy who etartad baaic 1 we had to 

start tham~ then ws had to catch the onea in the middle ir we could. 

Q: How about the ones out in the flaat? 

Day: ma did that in tha same way we did the operational training-· 

the optrational training people trained them~ 

QI After nearly three years mn active duty during the war you were 

asaicgned to the Op$rat1onal Training Squ,,<lron) /)01,,,1/ "tf f!!wy ~,,,,;7, 
---•-m?"l'f"l'".,..,...,..,.__,..1~-,;•l<'I..,..,.~~ ._,i. H) iJ" 

Oay: s.omsbocly had $Old th.s !Jliarine t;t),tp~ a bunch of a ... zss. the Army 
. . . ·. .. . tliz+t.tl ··11tl',r, . . . . ., 

oidn'1~ unant. Tha t\rmy11d:i.cJq•t 1:iks- the 8••25 ,,·~· they u;ouldn't go high 
-1/1t[l k#e ✓-:~jt?v-f --f'c.'O -?' /4-1( . . .. 

li1/rtough 'I\ and they tiJEu·e obviousJ.,y vary a1lerg;ic to bei.ng shot atit and 

so they clid·~ • t l ika the s,.,.z5. __ P/111'/ 1 ,1 , ~ 6 7 
/t'J'i6P "i.--&(fi·b. ~VVL,itLt-L/ L .. h~>f ks-i t -r k:19r5 -~vrt !_ev'(;),v..Q. t,(/ /i/fvUJJ{;i (!)(/ /,1..' ' / 'Qt,(/, 

11 The ffifat•.i.ne Cot'p$, oougn,t a bunc~ cit B-~5$ from t.ha fhr Corpllih 

Than they aaid 1 °What qra we ganna do with them?" l happansd to 

b• one or the f1w seniort pilcta in the ma»ine Co~ps who hatj much 

,'f;;)fi.,f'n~;(,t";·p exp.arlanG~ ~ fR!~iH~m~tliifH~ 1)$,tt.i.tiS ra.,1.tly ~tJ,lJ, $l0.n9 

sa. X ~ould tu~t:r that. ovst. to.W;Jit'd Oavi.$, and l did~· Atu;:I. th~y e9$1l.'t. 
#I WWW ;-i 
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And there again ihQy lat me piek oub some p~opla with knouihow ~ 

1 got people from the airlines end stuff like that. 

we later expand~d into a full group. 

We wot.lld train- ther mechanics 1 ths ra.dio opeu.-atars, the redai

operatare, ths gunners, tha communicators, the navigator$•- tha 

whole shooting m~toh. And wa turn&d ou, aome damn good crs~s. 

TheJ.:£.Lwae a 900d airplane, 0 f" 'f,:.,, 11fc •-ft'lf 1 is '1r:rtq: 

a8a. Dvar land I don't 
f-,U:, 1N'.ifvU'?tl 11.J--

bcmbar ~· That of course 

pow~r !m the SEl'l)s. 

think thay are aa affective as a good diva 
. QUOS 

carry more •m~~•, they have mura atrafing 

Q1 Thie Marina Carp• aviation initiative et the beginning or tha 

war~. number one~•• to 1upport emphibiaus asaault; number twG wee 

to operate -ftv•~ <Fkt )Jl!C~ '7' ca:rr:ierJ, _.,J>: I rn~an, ;it'$ 

e llttls more 1nuo1uad, •nd has a little more va~biage, but bae1~al4 

ly those wers tha two miaeione. Now certainly the a~2s except in 

case of' 17l--oi l/ft , was not, a c~t'.C'iet--basal11:d,?1.ne t and certainly 

unlaas aams unique tactics~ , • 

·1"'11.~. \:./It· 
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Daya Primarily we worked on skip bombing$, low altitude bombings, 

particular.!y with radar control. Jac.k Cratfl did an outstanding job ---
of m~king good utilizaticm of th~S:.~ ot•~4 Jeol< saw vary quickl.y 

how well you could combine its radar ability with skip bombing, and 
iAJl\,,;h ir ·J;,J 

he Just raiaedAhell with Japansaa ships all along that japan$se coast 

-(~;,,.~ 11,,.:.4--r /t 1·c./1,..,t1 j'•si';..~ i,.,: /()A.v,. I mean 200 1 300; 400, 500 feet I ffL}(i)id 4../tc, 

'//:}_'t'f:,'(!,,Jf-
~ on the radar and skip bombing 

He made by far the best. utili2ation of anybody of tha fBJ. 

We worked out the aquipment and the tachniquma for that at 

Edmntony ~ 7 k.. U ~A-

D.ay: 

Young Hal Srainatd -- Chief Sratnatd'a aon ~- was our b # .Jtttsl:!l,IU'!J-Rffl, di4 - . 

radar wiz~ Ha ~~s ths guy who adapted th• radat, which wesn•t 
'fD 

muoh good for anything alae e~c-ptApick up thae, lam eltituda 

targets. at Sl;!la., 

Qs You finally managed to get away from theta end head for the 

Day: w'hen I ·t~ok ovar this training Job I $aiot ,tl..ook"• t'm .getting 

awrul tit·ed or sitt.tns ;.u':01.,md: he:ra ir1t the; ;~,t~t¢1~. Whet\ Uli get this 

thing going I'd like to have the B•25 group, 0 I thought l ••• going 

to Q$t Lt 'but l didn't gat it, uo ! w~nt out on thio P&leliu •how~ _ ......... ..,.,,,.__,_ 



(H M.!_,rin§ ~iJ;tion.,. ~it 3rd '/}atte fle:adq~,artere ~ Th~t 'a whel'e 
f mnw :W..WWW:UC'l1it«I C.,.i4Ui~Dll,C,1-ftffloWl.'M!Wlfl 

Catnpb€?l1 • .. • 

?-J 
O.; l'h.en you had a :vede$ignat~.en,1 Jr'{fmrPe.c P1."cHn ,ect\nd ~arinf!J 

~r~-9,91n P.sl~.liu, aJtd so t,n~ 

D•Y• That wee tha tSa that Old that Job, Two ce tatta1iona wet• 
(7) at.:usignad ·ta i'n~ to boiled th$ ait base ii,,.·~ ·bhs l~.td undr.n: Pei;.'3 

end tha 1itcl :unchar J($n O~an;, Thay llfiti two ~taoketr jecl< o~t;,t~·1ta 

with. 'l;wo, ctaoki$tja.ck euauman.de:r~.. Y.ou Wlillte thet'U,- ,and. you kn.ow wh~:tt 

th~y did; hew thtay got th€:lt: $ht'!~ (lfi thE;t :road.ij 



Pay; tyron'El flf;HU~t· inttid~ntally I.Ila$ tms tJf the b$~t officer~ l $Vetr -----hed. 

He nevsr ~sed hla position except to aclvanc• hie outfit -- he nevGr 

used it far hia own pu~possa, Ha was always doing aamething for 

the 9art9, $nd he was a hell mf a geod pilot; a very sff'eotive guy~-

a, ( underetand ha waa a very niae per•on. 

oey: .A delightful peret:H'l, ~!i~Y¼Qi~ito~~I e:(::tQt att:tiliirht about 

Trrona Pawet at ell~ 

Anyw~yf ,u,e· clid OU~ Job at~~~~~l_u,. e,nd \OS got th~t ShOUr on 

the road~ I• built a aemp, an~ of aourae that••• qult$9 ataglng 

~,r into XXXX;tt th~ Philippine$!\i We ntd!;any. q.-5 ~ 9° 1v-,,,_11,5;en7s 'There 

Again! w•• tired or not getting into the fighting. Sa I 

f.i.rnally got t~1aOUJHiti tt9.naf~:r:cad t.a th~ command Qf l'r~··21 !lWi 

f!.rtd th$ comm~nd bf the T.~t¼f'H!1po;i:;t Ait• G:t>CH.IP' .'1..5 .. tt) ~ I had two het.e:, -.., ______ 
,~"'71..,.,.ijwc,~l!t,· 

Qi That waa part of SCAT? 



;n t(hp_ ,,.qnJ-(lq_ 
$CAT wa.e Sf.!luthetn P!!loitJ..e, 1 Guradalr.Hanal i\ RU$EU:tll '$ (U:oea. 

~""__....._._ I ~2,, ... ~"""'~~~ 

l had two ma~ins ~~lil: t.;-~:a•~,~-5~,'!,itu~drott~ and two Atit1Y 

... ,...··.i:.n•n;.i.,..t• s,;.•iot1tf t".6rts , y.1,;. ... .,...,, ~u.en.•s t .. "6.S' ·.· ·a·,....t ·tUtl!l!fs, ¥4,..t· ,.,.,._;;,• .&.ll'Ji•.· ~ll,WeH rw.... '........ ,,., •, • ~. ·Ill. ' -~ .... ;.J . H~-!!!!- * ,:1:..... ~iii!!-~ ~·~'II. 

r.AG "~"" th.e mo$t- ,im.pcnda,nt. t-uttatit>n ttnit OtJtf1t had,;.i W~ 'litl;ilV&.d :t 

tHdl Qf ~ .l.~t of Jnen a.nd m~tettialt $t tht titt when it ma.$ ne$ded. 



on Tini:ant Satpar., ikiJ11a••• luu, 
~ .a .............. ----..,,.,, 

that emou.<. Al$eJua111. And th~y· 

ware t~ying t,o iun a S$haduled airline 

down to !_~leliu. lj,o ~f ( b,_.,,;,o' 

Day, Ara you talking about China, 

Day; It was decided ths 

P.,!UL~a and tiemt$Jl'l ~ 

~.,.c.,.~ 

dcvm to tha mar$helleJ ----,,.~~~~ 

had that assignment. A~thu:f." tnorton waa chi,af of .eta ff to* t gua$s, 

K•ller Rockey¢ I toak 0rr with mo~tan and •o•• ar the these peopla. --------.--.~ 

. he. U--ILS 
(.lay; mlay.bEN t pi¢kod myiHatrr J: c!c.m•t tSli't(4lmb~r now., eut YI$ W$:te 

~n r&111tm •. s;usam.. f.tnci ~- t;ama Pvet:'J ~. . xf:/t,~~tih~t~xiihpi•1~s$ 
lvfv//t' . 

Ul$ had to f".!·nd out ~ wlii' hud t.~ tncvs tip thst~'"' 1/wts .9t,in9 t~ 

tek$ t•~ •i~pl~na1 to da it~ J $a1d, u1•11 tak• one af 1$m, end 

.. ! •. ti t»hO bha h.tll. too.k th .. $:J, o.th~t -Qf1.s1 

i .• I 
I 



le *ent up ta Okinawa end refueled and ••nt to Shengh~i ta 
f-r11tkl -

geit11instr1.u:'.lttone, ~nd ws loaded up with ell th$ ges. wt O(!JrJld g,at 
. . . . b.tCdllt:,e 4/11M ~ ~ /J~tfn f4VV!ec.0 (JOf,Y (A.a_ ~1 ~ -~ll'"DtM 
~} ~~~;rdft2tvt ()Vki~s f/4--r-';~+t Ive_ h•,q-oz, ~ Wt- rr. (}-- / 

(tH/! t;Jot Qn1;3 af the ll)Sl~ifl111l'lef 1Siai0tn~ ~.i.rpo:rt at 'Tie11t:a1n ,,. ... 
~..,r...,.,...-e.-_'N',.,,,~~ 

l think l, 000 fl}lifL wr1o<we:r$;i.qg11:.tf4txi~::tlMJXfoltAmt:4'fiSXlll~ll~ix But it had 

ta be mote than that. Anyway it mas going ta be damn short, d~mn 

tight. must have b~en 2,500 • atare~ ••2750 yard•• Couldn 1 t hava 

bean that long either. About 5,DOO f•et. 

Wi thahet.avily l.oaded .asc •tu:11~tt;.<~1n1 that wasn '·t. much to gijt ----out on; you could get in allright9 Wh1P ths he.ll wa$ the oth$J 

captain? (Pause & mutterin9s) cit 
. . /11 L,,") }i;VJl{J,e.,if ~ 1JJ /J y·e-q 4-a-5 ,4-Jy;.,!)/ JA 

lell, we drijgged it,' ~~ ,, yu - J 

.-f /~ /4wJI . j,)J 
UHil~ th~ whsala flt.oui-n mo ths f'ix.,st. 10 fae:t of' ~uo~ay / ~-4 u..,_ 

. . . B.A .. ~';,k'~ other captain. o-f h,0,v,J( 

We landad and th$ Japs bii~~ 1¥1ii,,dii$WQS$i~Yl'f~~ 0st 

unloadad the •itPl•n~• and they took ua ihto towtt. Jt•e good 

thqt they did beoaus~ th a ... place was au:rrounclad by thJ.n~se f!tititt$ 
/'-J- /lJ11 " A . 

U}fi<1&n;,/, 1110 hlicl mi,ybe,i20 ~ ~//"-"- Ill . Irv,':, 6/fr'h;, 

l wea goJ;ng t.o -5 ~ [)-ff vC j~ or ;4-,,lf) /~-:er; ~ 
I ••kad for parmia1ioh to taks Qn• af the aitplanaa out 

to Peld.na~ --

i 
r 



Dayt Alt~axiBRI So I asked Gen~ lortan fer permission ta take ona 
~~»1-.,:r.c,.~..-~ 

plane up to Peking. I think •e had Just enough gaa •~ that we could ,.. ""'""'·- ..... , ... 

day.. t . took my two cre.1111s up th are, about 10 men~ /h1d bay, wert'1il we 

91-set~d J Psld.1,9 wee absolutal y i,1?Hl'll.;!lttd f ;,:om eve:yth!ng. Thay uan•t 

overlo~dad wlth Europeans who had been big $hot• end who had been 

int~rned ~,} during the war. The Ai-my put e ooupla of' p~epla in 

th•~• to try to do eomething. You aouldn't 1st out of theta by 

road, you oeuldn 1t gat out Df there by canal,$ you couldn't gal 

out of there by train. 

This young $/tu: man eama in and s~id~ Itt;~n you by any chaH'letfll 

tif:!.ks ts-CNH~ of these people t:.n~ek t-s Sb.su:1glql-'li,. 1~ .1 said 1 nx can take 
tJ,t':7 

ao man~, and eo much baggag~.« Hem•• delighted, I think I took 

about 40 peoplei. Thefl>e aetoelly w~rtl the fiX ... tyt;;oQns. f .rem Shanghai 

whQ'cl ba(illn .intmrnad all du:i:d.ng the war·. H~- was del.ighted and a~icl, 

n1$ there anything ! can do fo:r;• ypu?H t s(;;t:tci,, fiJily man eind l h~ve 

thra• hours and W$'d like to••• something or Pwking, Can you 

$t.1pply $1!/n:t!}~dyFwho --speai<!;'!l,. tngli$h and who'$ int'1!1l ig~nt ~nough 

to ahow ua0 the highlights !n that time?" ff• a•ld, nt'd bl delightad • 
.q- ;v-4 f i J~ ! 

H~H,'~ is mr. Som$bod~,q ha.is ~ ~di.an but ha'l3 a gtaduat~ cif '($.\J,e.~l1 

At,d this young tnan took uis ei-01.tnd tn a vary int~l:tigant th:fi.!e••hour 

ti,ur or ?$-ki,19 .. 



0®.y t Nobody had any camat'aS. I did t:HJY SOflH) jadtth tr I had h$d 

thm mon@y l would hav~ bought a eapphirs, but I didn*t heve tbs 

J1H'.H1ay - Whan I want on thia towr I had no idea ! mas going t.0: ns$;d 

any money., 

ln .. fill!!l;ll!il. for .tnistanca I think I dtew 100 dollera f ;rem the 

payma:$ter before I l~rt ,~ Guam.. I got in a hats·l t I changed a 
--;-~ L,fj/.e (j/qv -1- ;ti,/~ ~thrs _, 

10 dol.la-r Amer.ican bill for iuuuntilBi$flii~~xll.$il1ur Shangh~i i ~ '1-

lt.,t;7 Ir ;u)/,rfnr./i(t /D rnca in my l!re~4j tb~&ff~e ftr1 ~ff,', 1/l-v~8 c!)c) 

and he was very 1;.mhappy. Jt/,, [f{,,)ly 
AhYUHfitY this young man weu:1 e ~ intaillige~t ps~son in that 

he knew axaetly what to skip ~nd what not to s.t<tp. Ii$ really gtave 

u~ an unforgettable taur of Pe~ing. 
~ ' 

It wsnt back to the airport and picked up th~•• people, and 

~ay were they glad• th•Y had no place to go tbat night, end •s got 

them baak to IMV Tiants1n thet night, 
,--. -

Wia spl'.f. t the gt\\$ bt;1tween the twe a.it\plarn:it$ and the11 we 1'01:11(:led 

up a otu.1pl~ or tank$ tnith 9'1 giiui "'"' l dienctt ~nQW how. good 

it wa;;J bi.rb to tN1ie w.s rrn1d to r~Lt b~c~ en, it .u,ie ¢ovld •. 

tti workmd gut Just right, We vat lat, Shenghai tha nait day 

with p.:rttr;tically ti#.) gas of ou;r tJWn .l$ft, end thell we h~d· to fijlJ. 

baok cm t.hi& 0 i 91a ~." 

1J6,.,.,.1.. t. ft.&.&h 
:Ptit'Y # Vrss,, ~t ,ttJ4$ on .$ Job th~:t'~J 'f:n;f'ote t; ,got 

vi,a i tiltgtt1111.~;M1 tnO$t '1f· the a1tpo.rtl1it im ;Japan t; $'$~. Whit~. ih~J)a 

th@y :W.S!.'S irir cfet "1·{ (( c,~J'-,v+ 1~"'J, 



:[~A-r~c0+0 
() ;aost or tho~u, fi.8lde/);Aci /4r1A -fM--re ,tx- Pu.J/3aJ7~. 

Than on bask t~~J m;t":-t)r};J, my tQUl' :WGIJld have EU'lded 

some time bercu.·e • but l ..wa$ scnathd&d for the Ql }ttnpie show. Now 

tt'u~t t.:hs war weia t:nHn" I wanted to get honH~h- ~y ,;({i,ey 1 gave me 

0!'0$ 1.'~'il ~ 

ay .th~t time /1,11---f5 UH!ls wrecked. All the.tr ~ood pilets 
...... W,""ffl!,,~ 

had pheaad out, aftd I illee d•ed tired anyway. I said I'd like to 

go home by ehi.p and get a couple ef' weeks :rest ... ~ cJO,tlfr(ru~ ~ 
V j/?ttf Af' ./PbCV . . . 

.i-J~tJI ,7 l 1tH1i,, the sani~r 0f'ficer ati()arcl this daMIJ, transptrt.~ ,, -;/f!f/~ f-o 
fl • . ~JJ ()(}t>\, l;&z:t) ?6f-::> <?,;; V. -_ , 

We had someth;J.~g liks 1~500 ci.asu~lttes;i ...... 1,574. '--f ~ 
I 90=-t, mys1d.f a. eQupJ.tl of good ffta:rine Corp$ yeomen and 'AJ~s 

fr14}0 ~ w Cr~ ~J\_ &wl; 
• 8 got th•• all done. 

QI You had to ulgn $ • ch and avary one of them7 

D.ayt Oh ~ure.- But $0 t~:: .as gett~og a 

g~t much t~H~t-~ ~ I ~ U/IY? ff' S )} 

ti·e$t was cQnf!.e,fn$d; l'. didn • t 

/J- f/ tR../'$1,_ .' f Lrf-

t.hi s comnu:.-u:!a:ti;i<,. 

We had ,teak th;a& timaa • day going 
f R~, l;k~ bteN 15/fil/¢,r kr fr~,]<; 

back.Al gut 8D f8d UP OD ,t.akt 

aut I waa glad ta g• t baak ham,, 

t em prttt.y proud of 12u2 ri{,o)# ,::;:- lv/JJ ~ ~,<;, t1//rfl~ 
I w:-Js 9.lven .aomG big jobs t,Q do and l wa$ able tc:) t:to them. 

1 WI!$ .tu.ck,·'• The l,uel-tit:J."1!t ·th.in.g th~~ fit~ hiipp:J!.lfl,td to ti1$ •QHlii• \h(rt 

alwtY•• •v••Y Job l •~• QlV$1 I wa• given• boaa, end t kn~~ mote 

llitt:n:nrt the: d~mn th:.tng than h(;I did, ~nd h, let mt ~•1Qrt~ ,. Artd h• giavs 

me al.1 :thf14. hacki.n.g. tn th~ Wtlt1ld.- ~f){!rJ / CUJ( /lr'1J-hrril'ti- 1 



.Oay ~· 69 

l went down to 4',s1:_EY Point on this PBJ operation~ and ----=.:,...:.;.;.;_;,;.,,A--------.· -
my b0sa was tha admiral down 

~ ai.r 

?uint.~ 

~ein l knew more about thia type of airplaMa than they did, and 

!If' they let '"" alona. I was Uolty ~rjJ U'cr-- !ncitlantally, 

beoauee tne Navy was not / ff/'lavtt70;1i!/ ~~. Thay didn • t have any, 

they had no su,pplie/ f'or them, :no 1/tfrl:J for thenh 

A . 41!y,{13/ 1u ~ f ~ o-ff, rtf/ f ,II -L ~ hYi-~ U/.J71fi « ,rG . 
~ ~ ~ u~~ 

I :t·emambe:,:,11 at titlarry Point; wp ~VJ: gena1:ator ~ 1 • ✓- .. 

-f8 r cf,-1)e- 'ty+-,r~ ,4i'V/,f ~ ///If_,, /i/,l# Ud/.J ·1uiJ 4--1.l1 fl.&'71'1~ 

:;~:
1a::~: ::: :::: "us {:~e:~ #•i ~ [wuJ,/ 4 ~ ~ 

Ul .. e started. to 'JCVIJ""'-'j ✓r"""'"""" the Air Force and u,l.th 

th" manufacturer,- ,,<}vvJ ,qlri,'(J,/l!/zt._, Ive ~ ,y,r-:(i4,_, UL--

Just rsrf:41~r!;f{er /2.,;41 tvrie 1 /2~~ScJ-we..-;!;, tha $turf in there ... 

this Navy 1.;;upplj'.. offiqe:r was Vt.!t-Y µnhfappy abc.1ut all. this~ so 

ha wrote a lett1r to tbs ahier ot naval opsiationa with capy to the 

comtttt:1n.dtH.1t,,. eaying how we ma1:~ f°o~i"~'=J,,. C>Ur business 1;1m! so ftn.'th, 

it wa.$n• t. a<.~oording ·to 1/07/u .. "for~ 1Hayas mas my ex~c,, anr;l 
WWW • a...'- . z:2 •• _e,n 

w.e e:skad him,. ''The.y tlidr1' t s$nd ua fiit c;opy. 1m ~ t:Jhyb~ts a: copy 

f:ra~_k ~chil t. '-Lt giv~ you a copy~'){) liP /a::(- r, I- ~ ~/t1v~~ 
I. ,I ... ?y,..;f".n1.,. ~u.ool~.,,..t1,f!'i¢•Slit 1..,;,,i ... ,~ t""' 111.i..,.. tl-..,1· I... ... ,.:ti... ....... <Jl,t· .• II'!!! f10\.N . . .f,'f~\!y lilll(ilfii'4~. ~· wen t,.r>,4,.,.1,'\o w j'h1:t'1 w .... ,W,I,, n 1,1Ww . ..., ~;L,...GG;\'~ 

r;tt was qne or the bseE th!;'!{ that heppened e.t ©',e:r1'y Point . ~.,., 

t'f'ui.rt ~ QOt ~i.&,j pf ~ t'tl$t ~~ He we!1J e1 pain .:i.n the n~ek ta 



Day - 70 w, w,e(t;1y'1 •~rrL -r-o 0w* Jvaf/ #fo.-N;~ Y) 

I) I.Ua t11et$ all there f' or hi$ edif ieation,I\ H~ got f/&4-eW 7' 
~ two atripea and went baok to~Jt4..d-~ 

The one very good thing that we accomplished was thet we did 

Q8t the Navy cerrier •viatton modernized, and or oou~•e it ha• 

progreasad beyond that. 

That was a very real accampliahroent. That year in Washington 

I worked very hard-• I never worked ao herd in my life as I did 

Tha.a.f3 PSJ 

ht'HY you ll~~.1)! 

Q: This was the important thing ~at.her than the accompl,iahm.en·ts 

of the mar;tna .. sis .and PB;.l pi:ogr~m. ~ 
GY~ 

training of Ct'$Ws, ~p t.r.aintng r g&,n~r$l ,1- :- rCV~T oparati,Qn,4-l 

Now meta t:.ru, m~t,hod$ f.l.ncl the syll~b,i thet yQu developed 

uti11aed and tranafarred into other area• Qf air OP•ratienal 

tt~inir1g? 

Day: On thy-BJ ~c;igt·am t don •t know, bec<1-11,.t$le that was very 

specialized training~ The •an that came tp us wer• elteady •~ ~ated 
r I:(( 12/ · · .· t n 
~· mach~inics O!' iie?iI> ra.rlio off U,H1~rs o:r rated rndar o.pat(:1tr:tta - ... 

•a took tham end apecializ~d the~ ln particula~ Jobs~ The it 
pilots :of CQU;i,"Slf;) Weta JU$t f t'$Sh c;aught :o:f t~.!,'f:)US Chti:eit:t or 

Pensacola... Yoo S1tartad 'Prom scrateh with th19ni~ 
_.......,..._ 



Day - 71 

t~I tp -ID w401tirt y+,:,.,. Pv-

w$ wrote out own syllabi; and 1gai.n l4 $aid1 1~t.oek, I want 

&o-and~so, l want John Carter tor th1a Job~ l want Gardon Adams 
~"I<' - - • ~"'-.........,, - MMlllC1~ 

rar thia Job~" And t•d get them~ When you get you,self e bunoh 

of really asmpeteoliJt.·u1-pla, the r~at cf tht j!3b is fai:tly e1u1y,. 

lhsn I waa abls te pick th~ m$n I ~anted and g8t •em, it waa then 

Juat a m~ttar mf going all down thQ same road, and we'd eccompliah 

thoa.a Job!$. 

Q: You went back ta AMerican Airlines~ wae the transition hard? 

Q: Did yau begin Plying again, 

/JI~ 
Day, l cama baak. I h•d three o~ fGUI roanthe* leav• coming. 

Ralph Damon wao then president. Ha called me in and aaid, •You 
'" ·- - . 151 ..• -,,,...-...... • 

can·1 t take three or four ·11It;m:th$ 1 laave, X nee:d you t'iQht now .. 0 /3tf' 
/ t;1{,P ,, .· . . t1 

/J'. 1I'.A.~ still_ gett,iiT~l paid. 

to ~aka a long atory sho:rt, ! came beck and fQt the f'it$t two 

mt,Iri'tha ru.1body ~xoept Ralph O~moo and t had the faiotti;Hit ict~a what. 

the hell l WijS doing, llie $tu~i~d our syst$@· .of dispatching,. 

Dispatching is not a good word, ttJ• opa;ati•nal control. 

Op a:Nl t i.Qritd c:ont-rQJ. 1 $• thiif inE,lld by l~w. a:$ tha' authority to :I.n.i.tlt,3t~, 

... ~~,,o~i- dsf'&:r Ct l:t'et'Q.Wi.t fl..tght.i~, ln Cit;.ht:P :Wit'\1,e, the: .dl,$.:pat,ch~r 
' 

who t~<.~:i:~:t~(as opet.~tio11~1. c~nttol ·r-..uie th~ ¢1.1-euth 011!\mon. w~.t ,ru:1t 

satieflsd with the M$aaut• at DP$litian•1 conbrol ~• ,nd thl• l• 
t)o.ly part. t1f it ·.+i..i!Of and he :want,ea m1 to 8tw11r th, S:f~tt•u-r1: •ittd Situ~ 



1.h that l S mo.re Olt' l0titS tha sortPof~rlti,l.i:;rn.ticm of A1n~ric.H,'lr) IUrlioss 

aircrart. 

Q1 For most econamical ~ •• 

~OJ(; 
Day: And best p•ae$nger aarvica. You got thiae flight•r it takes 

th~•a •irplanea, and•• only got twq airplanes. Tha d1•P• tohar has 

to make th~ d1cielon as to •hich flight doe~n•t ga or which rlight 

is defer.red, a.no that de-eisiqn is. bar1u1d on pa~u~enger. $erv;tce t:2$ 

much as it la on dallara,in fact, more en paasenger •arvica than 

it is •n dollars, bsoausa at a tima like that tha goodwill of your 

pas•angera is worth more to you than the dolle~e involved. 

1f' 

Ol,y i • , • Y~$ t but it g@ts mots i.nvel ved than that. U1h~u1 you are 

clealin9 :u,i th a. p•f;J1..1pla Qf hund,:,ed ~i rplanf:}e J 1ttnd out cf 200 ai rplanma 
. ft(llf1J11tt>A-nte ov 

every dan-trt on~ of' th!i'.!m f$. emplQyad >\< ... it. may- be a$$.ignetl.A to Ath;L$ or 

:t~l!f)<ffliJui~ that -0.'l' th() c:tha;;;-~ but ~V~ty a.h$ 0,f them. g~t ~11 lf.!$$ign,., 

me~t -· and all ar a euddtn thrsa Qf th• airplan•• 90 haywire• yow 

got problema, and it affect• the whale syst,m1 not Just ana station~ 



So Ralph gave•~ the Job or •atting up the aoeall•d diepat1het 

IRRillilDA, organizing it and manning it, which I did~ And again 

that haa beoems the model fer almoat all tbm aLrlin$,. 

Q; .t\t the, eame t.iin0 thfl!r Maii,nes Corps ttifia making ue·f or ycnJl' $~rvicee 

for ~~ard• and tha reaarve ,011ey b~ard~ 

Daye Yes, lhil• I wa$ doing thel J •as very aetiV$~ ~~~••America~ 

rap~asentativ~ in ATA on op$t• tionel matter•~- m~ttera of airline 

regulationa for ihatance. 

Ch fhat •s the JHrlina ra-an$port Asaoe.tetitJn? ~~.---
Day: Yas~ I got uery much involved in that. A• e matter ef fact 

*.l\f r1_. ~t,"~· '. k.1."'"" "".· i... ·"' & ~wm~~wQ •~ Wamhington tar two or three years OB thet daal, 

J~~ Se~k and I elmaat WrQta CAA 40~ 

t-,,~a;E11 ;;,~,lstE.1~ sts'btJ~©·--,me.1a-•·!fn1elv1it":J-w&:~~ Jeio9 in W~ehi 1,gtQ.n all 

thillt time ! was also gii3tf.ll'lg mote invpl ved t1Ji th ,/~ 4-t,,,,· {;c,4--fr//'V'.- ~~t: 

µ. 

Day; via.ae, and li'lCNOA. !Hid ~~f~hW$l:'e tgg~~illx~FJ1&l that hit m.a ov&.1r 
....... d9lll"!--,,...,.._.. . n ,. ,JC ·d --

Iv± [ii.. . c . r u ~tty->' c---• ·. . . ' 

th1.11 h~ad ~ind l1Hilde. tna .llll~l4>!i'.t1 ge on. that ~i✓O-~pallqy bcatd ., l 'dl;dn t t. , 

't.Uant ·t~: -go. t!tt .,1.1,, l didn'il; haV$ th~ t.i:m$ t¢i dil it~ .t -a.ttr ·gi~d l did~ 

•~• taili•~ you ••k•d •• ebout th• polittea 101n1 on in the 

a~ig~t 1ituat&Qn1 
mm ~ 

i,dei.- tf' ~hat uttts going on th~.n n~1: l#tra GQt,lilf ~· aij, trt tht,.,· irr~ 
• 



Oay ... 74 

an this resarva policy board,lxt~12•xt~x~u• the other aide or the 

picture •~xit began to open up again, and I began t• aee what the 

hell waa going on. And I had enough background and enough guts 

and enough brass to do soma things .. 

Ttdte IDCROA f(lf in8te1'tce. fflCi-10.A was in very bad iha.pil!!. _li.m 
~~!"!""'Ill 

~~-got ms :hi:lao~dd~ intars8ted 11 and C1hen wa to,ik .c.iver !llCHOA , .... ... . .. 

Q I ~ [15 f,qh J/ <>V'J iJ 
~"""''f"'°.J!?"-~~~~~"!U!!_,~~~'"!.":"!~~ 

aid to tha marine Corps~ You nhvsr could hava had thv marina Corpe 

.£~ if it hadn't br,rn'.n fo.t iUCHDA. 

a~ What pioasurs was brought Qn you, in any• by paopla outeids the 

Ma~iniit CQt'p$ 1 in ;rtn.tr Mip~1c:d.ti' Ei~7exacutivs of ~m&1~:f.c;.iJu1 Aitlinaa? 

In othst ~ctda, for inatance the Alr force~• wsr• thtra any 

polit1a•1 Did yau fe~l any outside preaauta? 



0~}' ... 15 

1ir{t!,,~ ~lie/ ~r o - - v 
the ~a:e rve &k--i r ·· l@'l. ~ Thay W:a~~~ti~j,\arft~ to 

on th~m~-[A,£,"""r;;;;JJJ·7~Zz 4T~ 
The Air ra~c• ere vary inept politicians. At laost thay were 

on that boa~d. 

As a matter of fact one of tha best allias I had up there was 

Daya No. N• was anothsr humdinger. And the guy I used to battla 

with was ••• (Pause) He'• nou director of Americ~n Airlin~~~ 

! came baok f:r:om ane of these tl'!EH!.ltings, •• en~"' x;__·· ~fi~ 
having he.a_- (wet'e having) 1uru::h togtrl:.h'9t, _ ~ , , _ h r A. A 

r'C 4'. fl. -fl._ ir,y::: / 11,,,h,,{t[ '.& 0 .{ ~ ;¾;:ha~:r~::in:;b~*'t;:::.fs ,r ~, , fa 
Y:01.t dl;:fft' t; (JNad boti'HiilOra g_$t.5 on a- horse and 

:ridSHiJ off in all ciir$Cti(rna~ 0 Th~tt 'a 1nt£:l:'tH~ting"' We ~~1~ ~,L...--

a\ q.il'et=tol'" iv (l~ughs) l'.3,.n::g~asi t Cal1ta:r ,eu:cgasa.t Ce.x-tat 8t,1rges$ 

had lh 1([1 / ,f/1,,e_ ~w;· ·- "~~ut ttta military. 

He had tli.:t l'lis miibita:cy ass;i.a:tant ·t;i IU~st Po,int Uo,vr[l) 
who had ,.me little dbb,:,n on hi$ ¢hot I /Jl,Y- M'/7 v'&z-- L{}c)(."e,;;,-t; 

1Jv_ ll1,,?,s1 c> b/V'&OC.~t,c.,_,::, / the nH::1st 

ignci·ant $on of a bitch 1 aver laid ayes on. 

Wfi$ wtmd e ;I:' f U ly [z;1 '11t- ,,.qA/Z 9te /J (tftw /V tfv\.. 

Burgess thought he 
Ju..; 11/t:rs__Q__ 

What was tha raaponaa of the regular Marine Corps ta fflCHOA? 

. . . 11,t #/4Ht,11/( UJ '/ 5 . 
Th1'3 $einior off ic;0rs of ,,lC.t1f.Hr, attd particula:i:,ly 

senior fi•ld aamm•ndere, had •aan what the r1eerve could de. 



And IflCROA \1168 the;it' rigtit hand in building up the t'$lS£ftVe; and 
.,,,,..... -

tn. handling the Congr&u;,$,i.onal P-.;t-ap§ (¥)..--____ ~ 9 

fflCROA and the ffla~ine CQ;-p!l h&\ve--irzk1'£l!try~ and thf!J ·a1arirua Corp$ 

t~.llervt5J have ialway~, glllltt$n alll.'ing damn W(¾J.1 1 pattieulat;ty t.ha seni<ar 

peop1~ in the Marin~ Corps~ 

Q; Th.:1$ is th.a aceui~tion nuade by .eicttui l'li$e"tVi$tai abQut ffiCROA ...... 

that therte we.Hit politJ.os im.rolved; that1\some of tht ',rus, $Omm of 

the senior people are the Qnaa that have always bssn •ble to make 

out .. 

Day, ICROA has nothihg to da mith 1,aignment ar orfLsars in a unit. 

Q; I am talking about Just retention. and Juet ••• 

Qay; mcfWA has nttthirlg to do with rE!tsntion.. That•~ a ma.tine Corps 

tesefva. mat.ter., i!H1a.t fflt.ftO.A b.!!. been ~Xili;it $t)le> to do .,.,~,, S.t • ~· b$ef'i. 

· atllflJ to Qst flli m~ii1' drill f1r1~:J 1 \UEH)k~nd dt1ll ~~ $fl 

y>;>u get ext.re. crst!tt<> --!i,r 9t9iub!e -ft"1,€ """tfl1r,t/s_ /uuv 
f/!CllilA ia re•poJ\sibh for th., promotion. "Y~tem Ir 

• running mata, that aort or thing. 

1,ftrt i<:J Otvj ttrl~ ~r 
Take you Pt' ma :a$ individuals llj\ fflCRtrn ,,,.c~ )t:9 du« rl 

(J,1 ff or in$tancs, iflCROA ts relat.ion1:1hi.p, aay wi t:h Gen .. · Patt-l 1 what 

wtt-~ thsy l.ika? 

' ,/ 

I ,· 



Qi Let'$ ,start mith u,han you actually baear.ile inuol ved 1 ch.a"ing 

Ca tee ' ter:nJ :t"fil,, 

{JPJ/ 1/!A--
Q:/\ Shaphetd. 

Day a ~li1Jt3ihan that,; Thi ffle.~.tna t~:rps. bill. was .r:u:1saed th ;53, 

unisn 1 t it? 

Q, Wall, t49 is when the thing hott•d up. It w•• during Sh,phetd'a 

tenure .. 

bayt Cata$ l admirad var)' much~ Shepherd artd t 9~t along ell ri9f1t .. 

And Pat.$ ~nd r -,jf"'vi:-rt4'/Jly i'0ut,£ ~. 0/~ 1 W · 
I doo • t th! nk ha 111m11 11 vny good !l011unandi>1'l}r 7/5 /4 ~;1/Rc,, 1-~ 

,1: 



r;....~.,.,,_ 
I got a ltit of stuff thraugh....elih that I e~uJ.dn't 9$t th~ough 

-.,~,,M;-~,•V~~--•--

Q;. In getting the promotio~ system and th$ running mate ayatem 

Q1 ROPA was. ~ • 

Q1 Doting thla period the pravt•1Qns of ftQPA h•d not b•an ob•arved 

by th• Marina Gorps. Zn oth•~ wotda tha »esetve ptogr~• ••nt •long 

on a .rn·o:t'oi-ma j;jasis.. r~~ ih'$t;eru~.ei ,. ·twicEJ JH1ss$d t3V$x i:»f'fiwe;r:~., 

Ql" cQtnpany g:r$de cir'fiqat-$,Wer, ~till in tht!i tss$t'·Ve p~ogram.. ;In 
. . . . _ (JorvtNM . 

19(.il, fo-r in:stanc:El!, und·~r /l Shoup•$ resime • in one f ~ll $tvoop fllt>filethtmg 

l.:Uoi s·oo t'1 600 capt~in~.. tEJgat'dl$a$ w.r rei,o.t-~ a:r, $ati.i;fittory 

,fe~~~~ and ·£$() On·, Ul$1'•• J,U$t ~',ef--$1✓/411 ·th~ :PJQgt-tl.m. 



Dey ... 79 

Daya I don't know that~ I alwayij thought 

not only get along with RIPA, bwt it led the way out a, RDPA~ 

Q1 I~~• outious •• to what th$ raeotion ~•set this partiaular timt. 

Day: I don't knot1t. l was getting out of' aet1ve combat at the mi 

time when Shoup t=ame along. Uihila I knew h!m Stnd had dons some 
'Ill. . .. iif!i.4111!, 

thlngs with him lid nf.l?ve:i:-WUiili ;fff±ffitlv(l;ty clcnulll.y, and l didn • t know 

him particularly wsll. But Tim Hsmu:.rn wotkat';i with $h!:'Jup vary el.osely. 
~iin,::...;.;;u --

CB Uihat hei.va you don~ in this poatvt~r par.tad, du,ring your involve ... 

.ment with the 1'$~atVlll1 ll/el:'e ypu $Ver called upon triy the Matin.~ Corps 

for apacifie Joba? 

Day: To a Li.mi tsd aKtent, but not t'IEH:rrl y ea mu.ch as cQuld hatve b$lert 

the c-as.e.. They ere making axi:niJ.lernt 4se or ,Qette:ral Of'f ice re ttow. 

Th try put. th~r.t en tws•"WesJo, • aetive dut.y each ye~l:' whr,u•t they do 

SQffJlilthing which i$ in .line with the.tr tt3tlk 1;11nd th$1l" qui/llifJ'.,~etttu1s., 

Take Duech~•na, h$ ia up thare and ha ie national pr$sidant af 

the Ni':!vy t.eia91.hr1 ....... it'~ a t remt:1u1ch'JU$i Job, it taket .~ 1.ot of' time. 

Th$Y 1VI$ ~,$$.iQi1F.ld tk.tSEJ P'1i10t,l..$ t.() do V~t.tQUS :$ho:ct.$# \~Ill.kt t Daus 
ffit?m:.:_ lff.WW. 

ttut Qtl t.ha lVa$t CtH~$t;, $.mi did, Ql'j, 'OUtttandtng Job~ 

That, $i;:i!Utl:td tr$ (;.IOU.$ alan·ri lltd$t,ly .dori.ng, th$ Sht.U;p :rr,gimG,, 



I'",. _W·IA· '1 · 
~ Greene/pa?-tioularl y f ollowEJd threu~h on that.. He's made JMr 

exaellant u•• ar th••s ptople. 

In my dey th1y figured thet most ar ua, if w0 W$te needed, 

we.r:a still close enough to th~ .laat war eituatiot, to)Sa tid:>lsa tei 

SJite~ in anti dQ soma par"ticu~lar Job. tWiy Wlint,d tq do~ ffe4 tr2 jt;/J ~~ 
~ r l,1,,~ 1'h.t tm4 q/'t,L'~ ILe P 0nt1(L a,, fl2J,--:;;(./.,.__ 1V- ~tt,J4,f . llt__ ~f-~ (, Iv( -s 

l hav~ a baWtein amo~t or organizing ability and m csrteln I 
· ry:r/1-1 1'-'l(_ q, If ev -

am~unt of ~dmini$trattva ability ..,.,. t can get thirHJs dons"' $Q tloA/l?f/ 
. '1 

long as nobody pays taa much ettanttun to hem I amaompli1h it. 

Tha war wa1 over. l waa a~~, oolonel all during tha war, 

and I was eora as hellt and I aaw thaaa young guy• becoming BG, 

ovar my head, and I knew damn wall that thay • ere neihhe: •• ebla 

aa I/ /J1}r ;tf}~11b ;1-· rl) /JS b;t #5 ~ Ae 4A-<:? rJ,rt?c---4✓6 r.4v--~f;'c,.,,_ ~ 
l c••• back and fi$ld Harris called ma~end ha aakad~ ••• 

'ft' 

it I $Upp pee yo0$11tt0IBiJfflhJdyou neHttilt- ina1;;h~ 9.0mar~! off icar. n 

"I eure as hell have.• Ha eaid, 0 Tha law only provide• fer a -
gener~l off''i(;iU.' in tha reserve, and liJhr.m th~ }-"&r broke out we 
@A /.. , (-, 1• . . . . . . /1(! l..Jl'1 ~ f?>C--Vt11vnil, 

a.ppointed W~lle~aiediractor of t''ltS$,$'VS""A l\lbw W~lll:lit' ,i,$ gQne -etr 
._._,,. ~.,... 

id/4ertiv~ ~'I an.rl th$,re•s a s.pot, arn;t we clac:ided tir;1 $$lset you tPt 

t~t~ brigadier o•naral. rurth•rmora, tlxJ•~ Jam inatruatad ta 
. . . · 1'! U w1!/ 1vuJ(fic /1,z~ 1'1 h-~ ~/1'--?-senJ-c,, ~ 

·tell ytu tr you accept/\, , ' ., ·. . .· ·• ... · .... · '.ll rn~k~ 

brigadier ;aneral in the regulat ••rvie~1 l ,aid• "fiald1 l 1m 

flattatad aa hall. or aaure• l'm delighted to beeom$ b~igadier 

general~ I'v• wanted to be a general far God know• hew 1an1.~ 
~ . . /½l;v~- vz Ye;r <-v/ ,er v 

~H-e-$---'~~~~:l.-e~1=1:p~· Aa Fat' ~"?o,A ~,,.rc-i0: ~, r :/" s :::;,a; ~e,;I /,,,_, 'Jl.e. /vk.; ;Ci"e...--
4Th e.tn k$ Vl:U~)I rrnJch, /l l am too 11HJeh of a iidfSp~n:·a tor. '~ 1' . _-,_/,I ,4'L ~ 

JjlZo ti..n /; 'ill.al . . . . . . . . . . . . fvtc;.? Q.d-~ ervl "> ,::;::- /C-n4; /:jc)N!'flw, ~ ./ i 

Wf'ha thing$ x,v~. don~ :in th$ wa~~ I ~a6'r\t~ffl t~t.titb®J.., land 

paople left me alona. 8 



That•$ about th8 way 

thr.ough;~ was aasigned 

l)ay ... 81 

l broke mor$ damn ruleJ than a~ybody 

it waa: I was Juet lucky all the way 

1' /hJKs /J,11;4 ~ 1 &to# r:tr• 'e/,C(_, • 

~ o~;;e•s~;T:~:; 9~ P;g'x,1,9/?8 •;£tx;:;0 ;:vt executive 
J)c Jt1Uu /4_11 

Q: 1 think it's realistic to believe that, eay, if tha * goes up 

your present day reasrve general officers are going to be able to 

be 2rurni9n11H:i as c.ommandin·s of task org1;u,izat.tons or C0/JV/J4' f 
organiietiona, eay over and ab~ve some af tha regular afficera who.~ 

<{kvfl 4-Y.R--
oay: ~ crnrtei:tn Jobs the;,se guys ritrs much batter ,equipped to do 

than the ragulat~ who• haa been a s•ldiet ell hi• l1fa. 

You tal<s Bob Stall; ft:i'r inat.::1nctt;i; who. ju8t rati:ead ~ I helt",H!id 
~~ ......... •--- ..... 

bring Bob Bell up in aviation, and I know him very vary well~ He 

is a completely 0¢'1mpat~1H1t, C)bjactive: ,q-/y[l,~M --fMY/!Ve,y with •!la tt-~mendotH 

mtd: w.~e:1 th o.f t.i!Xper.iarice. He'$ had roora ~xtH'llt'ii?H'lCEil in a month than 

moat guyt h•v• in fiv• yeere- Yau put him ih aome af these tangled 
. . . . . 1P Cb~ t9c,,,1 ' 

up ~ituatiQns and you ~~gQlR§.,.te axpaal~ aob Bell11 with a vtry 

••naibl• kind QF 1n anawe,. ft may not 90 by the d,mn bQ0k 1 but 
it• ll work.. ~ av AJ 6a !J:/? fc/'Y- Wit-? flte_. /J)~ ;t;,;:J) &r -

?L n· 
cu ·Like Oppenh11mQt, whc,1·i:a had ext~h.~.iVt txper.ifanet wtth ·adm.:in.tstra.;,. 

1 

tiv• oraanizatian. 



/J? /'·+ 0 tJ ✓ )L,1_iers 
Day• Sure. P•ople like that ·~ Uteuldn•t ba u,Qrth 

a da~n. They don't know ths fine points oi--~s. 
On som8 af th• other joba which are also important, they know 

enough about this •ort or stuff, they got enough baakgraund on it 

to combine wi·th thei:i;., own expartsnee in. busiru:Jss ffl An¢ th$y come 

up w! th eom~)::iea9t;ful ~newe,u:~ .. 
r1' /-7-Y € Ul8n d_ tif J .5 

l bt;1l:iiirila _f.t __ wo_~ -~~i\!) ..... edministta.to.r for- a tremendt.H.tlilly big 

ftf;:;6,:~~~~~ f;m';t"•~f lib:lr~:;,_c~~~:u~~F~ hoepitale. 

He would fit inta the eupply end, the lDgietic• end of the larin• 

Corps aa vary few people would. 

Q1 Of course mithout naming names or pointing out certain peopls, 
v-1- l{)v'f?e dtJ 

from an objactiva viswpoint,11() the eJ).active system, the af$laetion 
14,vJ L/tN-1_ __ .0,111t-/-oc,J wi1tt rt n,.1) ~"j?fki-, / 

board eyat~m N- ant I:; p:t'-t;HJe !-f' {that) t'nere are soma qu.est:i.ons as 

to why osrt,flliillhcer• were s&hctad fer tssmrv& end othei,s pa,isad 

tHJ$t 1 · t~kirt~ is1to eon$icletat.ie11 thei.t reqords and what they' vrs donf 

fat the mariha Corp•~ 

D•r• I'va ••I on a lGt of ••l•ction boarde, l felt on •na that 
•.. · . /,lh /}tJlihf fi1~'T11Kt 

wa mada a m1,tak~-M Wij salectad a guy thet should not have bl$R 

salectad~ Nobody on the boatd knem him, but ha had e r•cord that 

wt:luld krn:i~k you~ aye tlUt like that~ Nathln:9 utrong with him, ha. 

ju$t, dae1rt* t havtti the c~pacd. ty·, thij calibat~ A.e a niaJox- ht wae 

~ lvt;vei. h~4t1fo\{ ,,, / ; ;a,ai brioadillfr,· ... g,oeral he wa• /4cl0'A-b · 
l(V!l-l-f' IA,4-'":;) J:rr--. . f V{.V jY.,t'~ . /vt,,t "'~ f" /4" ~' . ." . .. . . . . 

· t went t.o the btHird (~ , W1 reel c.H;\tte.ir1 but t c1n ':t t:>tPV1 it~'.'4t 



' 
the sem.ior sff icet /fr ~kYi,J i J &-/file~/ 

thm eutstanding candith:1te of tha ytai-. He' e new a retired colonel 

end bitter as hell, and J; don 1 t blame him~ 

Another guy L)v> {4,uc,fl fLa-- /wi ,f ~hol,,i,s npu, a tetired ct,lenel" 

HQ•~ been wltf!l the r~@f.\l:rve / 5 h,IJAI" . ;(//I~ ft7e?rtb7 i)£~<;, f' 4 
-~/u~ •1ue- ~erJ?s ~/#,r ~ +dJ✓ /2.-~,. :(Jy,15 ~ 
/tvv[~e ,!fo:ftw-~ ,J: be-/,e-de / ~ ~ l ~-J-r~£ /if- ::f_ he✓( 

16• regulu members ha<l bmen inet.i,wcted; /Jhl 1ltf! J9 c1r~ ~.,,( 

There Wt:H;'$ thr$e rasiu·vitts end tt1~re9ulars on thw boat•~ /-fh,,J/ ~ 
0/t~ q V~0 Ch_ 1/'ii tt2/4m/.rn,J~ O,e,l;.&1A1/ ~~ r~~s ~,( ;f/tf'+Jt1 
~~--:-~. ~. vJ(Jff.-cJaA/ rf1~rl" µ Cv#/2 ~ ~ )/£~~~ M<1Zc.e_ r 11,{rt-; ~ v-~lt,r Mvf ~ . //W()p( --;1i&i /' I /1/ 4 t t'"<,L-4 /~ ) . / 

an the whole l think the aalection board hae done a damn good 

job. 

Tho•• are the anly two instances I aan think.of. One w•• an 

honaat mistake, nab~dY knaw tha guy and we were ava~•helmed by hie 

record al$ ~, major lflnt.l liautanaot cP1oruii1. As l said ·thtH~'8 i11ea 

nothing wrong with him. But th0 othar time I think it•s tha oniy 

;;~e tti, ;usz:d :: ;::1;:t;e~ ~:;;:/;,}_~~•~1,t~ p-

ln all the bc:H~r,-da ! •v;:i basn iff ~1/2~ybody e.tt.$4' came tc) m~ ~nd 

t.r:Led :iUlXl!d~ Ptilit.ic, 



ac Wall, thare haa been at times. 

Day; Th•r•'• baund to be JGalouey. I am a lieutenant general, and 

lota of regulars •ould like to be lieutenant ,~naral•• 

On th• whole during the war nabody kn9w ~- l n•v~• knaw ~

wh~ther e guy wa• regular or re~•rve and didn't cars. l understand 

that rs trua 1n Vietnam and waa true in Kgrea. 

. . bol,(,w;_ to be · . . .. 
Day: Theta was a.lweys /some conf l i.ot theta~ The 9roun8jl1usey ss 

ohjsct~t:l to (2/fV1CJ-- /~ A,'f1~ m,vl?'fr#r\re like two high echcyo.ls .. 

Thiu•e ta good healthy Jealousy batW:een :t.hent, 

Ct I find people wha would not ga along with that thea±Yt p•opla 

wht} s~y thli'.1; in many eruUHli L1Jhel"ftl th!tf oh ipa ijH?Jr~ tiou,11 ,,..,. cll.lring 

unifieetion particularly N~ that certain ••u•enta of 1vt,tion ••t• 
not as loyal to the marine Corpe ae they eN•uld have besn, that 

where th• possibility that •ar1na aviation and naval avietton, 

that~ mutuality of lnter11t• ••• •uch that oertain s•nior ••~ina 

avia;tora w~u·1;; mor¢ inclined to play rmotsis tuith the Navy than 

supp¢tt the marine Cotips ., · Ware yr.iu ·avEn:- ~ware qf' this1? 



1i1ft b,,A Yi"'D 4h/l w,-fu11e ,;J--/fll 
Dayef No. Gut don•t forget thia. Th~ marine Corps eviatton was a 

part of the Naval Aviation, and wa$ $uppart$d by Naval Aviation. 

le got all our aviation appropriations through the Navy, not through 

ths M~:rine Co:i,-p$, except fQr pfl.~tr~:t.i?i:fx.~e ~tlf{t'--tl: 1 

I nsve1 h8&rd of any ~viato~• playing foot$ie with the Navy. 

Day; I frankly had never haard that, no. 

Qt We've cov~red quite a bit here, G~n•ral. I don't know if I've 

picked your brain an everything. 

O: t w~nt to th~nk you fen: your coQp$:t:aticm and cc.u1riau:,us 
A,J!;lw41 J . -1'/tt · .:1.1i,l')itbank you hoap1tal1ty. ·~p like ta g~t th£• on the ~acord. ~. ~Wir~pP» ·. 

fa.t t,:i.ma waf\Je (?pent togath~t~i~i,iR~t ytu,1•va ~aict •¼I cex-t.c'.:!.:inly an 

important ldditian to th$ maiine Corp1 historical collection. 

~wu,l~¥iWxlliA*i'~ e~ttatn aaJ:)jOt$ ,(r'f yout eotivity •htlul.d· bet 

;to.eluded ... · 

Day:. l hbf.H:J .it t.i(;le t.o.getber in sottlflf kind ,.r (:):~M1et-., .i x-ememb~t 

u,brin l Wt.rt in eullaJae ·the Q.nl.y th:ll"l.g. I $\1$:r got out ti.f frt.shmao 



Engliah was a datament that {,,,~if ""'-t,vv- ,{J,,,., f7 1 {d(,e,~~,-,J-u.JJ 
~ kJ.rt;1 r7. 

I think we*ve been a little off lift$ on soma 0f the GDnt&nulty 

h$re, ocoasionally. Out lt was run telking ta you, and I brought 

back to mind w- or you braught back to mind -- thlnge that I hadn•t 

thought about Por yemre. I am very glad to get it an the t•ps 1 and 
.JlI_ 

I' 11 be ver·y glad to hSVE;I ;¼ ta1iu.wt ~l>JJX C(!pitd. 

Daye Thank you for coming out. And no• let•s sea about that 

9ingtu• ale. 

1· 
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