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SECTION I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Unit Designation: 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

a. Reporting Unit Code - 20177 

- b. Table of Organization Number - 4916B 

2. Period Covered and Location: 
it— 

'j&r 
1 July 2004 - 19 July 2004: Embarked aboard USS 

BELLEAU WOOD, USS DENVER and USS COMSTOCK and deployed 
-Western Pacific 

- 20 July 2004 - 31 December 2004: Deployed to Iraq with 
Marines at A1 Asad Air Base, Forward Operating Base Duke, 
Forward Operating Base Echo, Forward Operating Base Hotel, 

"and Forward Operating Base Lima 

3. Personnel Information: 

a. Commanding Officer Col Anthony M. 
Haslam 

1 Jul 04 - 

b. Executive Officer LtCol 
Apicella 

1 Jul 04 - 

c. Subordinate Commanders 
Commanding Officer Battalion Landing 

LtCol John 
1 Jul 04 - 

Commanding Officer HMM-166 (REIN) 
LtCol John 
1 Jul 04 - 

Commanding Officer MSSG-11 
LtCol Ted A. Ruane 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

d. Principal Staff Members 
S-l Capt Kimberly A. Johnson 

1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

31 Dec 04 

Eugene N. 

31 Dec 04 

Team 1/4 
L. Mayer 
31 Dec 04 

W. Guthrie 
6 Sep 04 
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■1 

S-2 

S-3 

S-4 

S-6 

e. Staff Historian 

f. Sergeant Major 

g. Special Staff 

Staff Judge Advocate 

Maj Michael J. Lindemann 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

LtCol Gary S. Johnston 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

Maj Jeff L. Jarosz 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

Maj Richard D. Zyla 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

Capt James A. Kidd 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

SgtMaj Willie F. Metoyer 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

Maj Christopher B. 
Walters 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

MSgt Kevin Bonds 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

Headquarters Commandant 

Public Affairs Officer 

Disbursing Officer 

Average Monthly Strength: Personnel chargeable and on 

Capt Carrie C. Batson 
1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04 

IstLt Roger Ibarra 
1 Jul 04-31 Dec 04 

4. 
hand 
1 July - 31 December 2004: 

USMC Navy Army 

Month Off Enl Off Enl Off Enl Civ 

Jul 178 1908 9 93 0 0 1 

Aug 182 1931 9 93 131 1450 1 

Sep 126 1557 10 89 37 651 1 

Oct 132 1576 10 90 33 531 1 

Nov 131 1599 14 196 32 528 1 

Dec 123 1576 14 182 33 538 1 
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SECTION II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

Personnel and Administration/S-l 

July began with the MEU S-l prepared for disembarking 
'Mthe USS BELLEAU WOOD, USS DENVER, and USS COMSTOCK. Most 
—xif our supplies were again packed away in our PALCONs and 
yjjy-cubes; we relied heavily on our Navy counterparts, who 
'•ifwere more than understanding and willing. Nearly all 

-■personnel were ashore by the first week of July. Two 
postal clerks remained on the ships to assist the Navy in 
sorting our mail that made it past the rerouting date. 
They joined the remainder of the S-l in Kuwait just prior 
to our movement into Iraq. The second half of the month 

3: was spent getting the MEU S-l settled primarily at Forward 
1 "Operating Base (FOB) Duke. While the MEU S-l was based out 
igjof FOB Duke, one administrative clerk was sent to FOB Echo 

;j for support and one postal clerk was based at the A1 Asad 

g post office. MEU postal operations and disbursing 
operations remained at FOB Duke as well. 

With just enough time to settle into our new location, 
Ithe Battle of Najaf began in August. The MEU S-l set up 
24-hour casualty reporting operations in the MEU combat 
operations center (COC). Casualty reporting was made 

-■ easier during Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) II, vice OIF I, 
with the Defense Casualty Information Program System 
(DCIPS). DCIPS is a user friendly, Microsoft Outlook 
compatible program which allowed faster reporting and 
tracking. Although the Army does not use the system, it 
was easily taught to 1-5 Cavalry and 2-7 Cavalry for their 
use while attached to the 11th MEU(SOC). MEU S-l worked 
hand-in-hand with Medical tracking reported evacuation of 
casualties. On 11 August 2004, MEU S-l experienced their 
only casualty of the deployment. LCpl Tavon Hubbard, 

3 postal clerk, died in a helicopter crash while delivering 
Simail. His replacement joined at the end of August. The 

MEU S-l had another addition; one of the augments was 
3 assigned as the S-1A. Not an administrator by trade, he 

learned the job quickly and adapted to the life in the MEU 
S-l; he was a true asset to the section. 

In September, the MEU S-l continued to track 
casualties and provide updated personnel casualty reports 
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as necessary. The first week of September we welcomed 
another Marine to the MEU S-l; a permanently assigned 
fourth postal clerk. Due to the number of personnel 
supported over three locations, a fourth Marine was 
essential for smooth postal operations. By mid-month, HMM- 
166 had out chopped, so our postal clerk at A1 Asad finally 

-joined us at FOB Duke. 

=£ October, November, and December were busy with 
^assisting the Staff Judge Advocate with the claims process. 
JDne Marine was sent to the SJA full-time for data entry 
^'assistance, two Marines were sent to the SJA part-time for 
^claims adjudication, and every Monday for claims payments, 

MEU S-l sent another four and Disbursing sent two Marines. 
During this time, awards began coming in. Most awards 
processed were to recognize those personnel for their 

■ actions during the Battle of Najaf. In December, however, 
i,end of tour awards were processed. Planning and 
-coordination also began for redeployment; primary focus was 
=fon early redeployers. Several personnel were looking 
^towards their end of active service as well as permanent 
^change of station orders. 

Throughout this period, the MEU S-l completed 0 sets 
Kof funded TAD orders (all emergency leave travel was 
^submitted, prepared, and paid for by I MEF). 
L. 

The 11th MEU recognized its outstanding Marines and Sailors 
by presenting them the following awards: 

Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals: 6 

Certificates of Commendation: 9 

Intelligence/S-2 

11th MEU S-2 section main body began July 2004 still 
.3 aboard the USS Belleau Wood, completing transit to Kuwait 
-iThat time concluded final efforts to identify possible 

threats and support mission planning for the off-load and 
-movement North. Meanwhile, Capt Sile continued advance 

party work for the arrival of the MEU, coordinating with 
TF-Dragon (1st ID Div Arty) S-2 and other units in zone. 
11th MEU Human Intelligence Team (HET) completed its 
temporary duty at 1st Marine Division and redeployed to 
Najaf to begin initial area familiarity and coordination 
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with HUMINT assets in zone. As 11th MEU prepared for 
offload, 1st Lt Eberhardt led a mixed detachment ashore 
early, consisting of the Radio Reconnaissance Team (RRT) 
and HET Marine SSgt Bobeck. This team provided 
intelligence support for force protection to the offload in 
a combined effort with the ESG-3 NCIS Special Agent and the 
MARCENT Counter Intelligence Detachment Kuwait. 

Following offload, transition to Camp Virginia and 
"^movement North, the S-2 section began to perform Relief in 
ijBlace (RIP) with the TF-Dragon S-2 section on 21 July. 
'fAlthough the TF-Dragon was a numerically small intelligence 
-"section and had only occupied the AO for limited time, they 
-provided a good intelligence turnover of target folders and 
general situational awareness of current enemy disposition. 
Since there was already a unit designated as HET-11, 11th 

MEU HET was designated as HET-15. I MEF G-2 Plans and 
CIHOC coordinated with MNCI C2X to assign Army Tactical 

.HUMINT Teams (THT) 511 and 513 in direct support of 11th 

-MEU. The S-2 section was reconfigured in-stride to 
^establish the main body at FOB Duke, with detachments at 
l|FOB Hotel and at FOB Echo. The FOB Echo S-2 detachment was 

"lead by the MEU S-2A, and initially consisted of one 
analyst each from MEU CE, BLT 1/4, and MSSG-11, a METOC 
forecaster, the Mobile Electronic Warfare Systems Support 

'team, HET-15 Subteam 3, and THT-513. The FOB Echo S-2 
^section was constructed to provide MEU-level intelligence 
"support to all tenant units aboard FOB Echo and to develop 
the intelligence in Diwaniyah for the MEU CE. Initial 
configuration of the S-2 detachment at FOB Hotel included 
the Signal Intelligence (SIGINT) Support Team (SST), HET 
Subteam 2 with THT-511. The main S-2 section was 
established at FOB Duke and included the S-2 and S-2 Chief 
with analysts, imagery and geospatial productions team, 3d 
Radio Bn Det Operations Control Element (OCE), RRT, and 
METOC Chief. Sgt Bush was assigned to assume 
responsibility for the FOB Duke linguists and Open Source 
Intelligence cell. Several Marines were also assigned to 
variety of collateral duties such as Camp Guard and 

5Commanding Officer's Personal Security Detachment (PSD). 
~The entire Ground Sensor Platoon (GSP) detachment was 
"employed in this manner. 

July concluded with the arrival of what became a 
revolving door of temporary augments. Although possessing 
broad capabilities, the MEU S-2 section lacked the all- 
source analytic capabilities of larger organizations such 
as Regimental Combat Teams. A formal effort to coordinate 
section augments commenced in April with the 11th MEU 
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Request For Forces (RFF), and finally saw partial fruition 
with the arrival of Capt Ayres, Sgt Altamirano and Sgt 
Scott from 3d MAW. MEF also provided two Marines, 1st Lt 
Hunn and LCpl Shedden, who were assigned to the BLT S-2 
section. 

11th MEU transitioned from RIP into combat operations 
almost immediately. Muqtada Sadr's militia initially 
controlled several sections of Najaf including areas around 

~^the Imam Ali Shrine and Kufa Mosque, and was operating 
.Z^hroughout the city of Najaf. These forces were actively 
"intimidating much of the population and Iraqi security 
forces. On 2 August, RRT was supporting a BLT patrol that 

^made initial contact with a group of Militia providing 
security in the vicinity of one of Sadr's residences, 
resulting in several enemy casualties. Three days later. 
Militia members made multiple significant harassing attacks 
against the Najaf Main IP station, initially leading to MEU 
reinforcement of the IP Station and eventually prompting 

-offensive operations into the Najaf cemetery (Wadi al 
5 Salaam) to dislodge Militia members from the sanctuary they 
Zenjoyed there. Based on the emerging requirement for 

sustained combat operations, the MEU quickly swelled, 
increasing by two reinforced Cavalry Battalion task forces, 

.-an Air Cavalry Battalion, various Special Operations 
~ ;forces, and over three battalions of Iraqi forces. The 

^transition to full combat operations and dramatic expansion 
'"of 11th MEU forces necessitated reconfiguration and 

^augmentation of the S-2 section. 
I MEF and MNC-I provided further personnel 

'"augmentation to 11th MEU, with a host of additional Marines 
and Soldiers arriving during August. Two soldiers from 
303d MI Bn, SPC Brachtenbach and PFC Weiner who were 
provided by MNC-I to assist with in-flight coordination and 
reporting from the 24-hour Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) 
coverage 11th MEU received during August and early 
September. SSG Gardner from 303d MI Bn and SSgt Wustrack 
from I MEF served as COC S-2 watch Chiefs, supervising the 
duty analysts and UAV operators, while LCpl Coleman rounded 

"j^out the intelligence analyst augments. Lt Dooley arrived 
Z^from 3d MAW to provide support as a project officer for 

%'about one week. With the end of August, Capt Damon Harris 
arrived from I MEF and served as 11th MEU S-2 at FOB Duke 
from 30 August through 11 Oct. 

The OCE remained attached to the Command Element at 
FOB Duke, where they linked national and theater level data 
into MEU operations and provided the three SIGINT 
collections teams with intelligence and logistic support. 
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The OCE coordinated theater-level Signals Intelligence 
(SIGINT) assets for effective and timely persecution/ 
dissemination of immediate Force Protection, and 
Indications and Warnings. Most noted during that time was 
the use of National SIGINT assets to track and identify 
HVT's operating in the MEU's AO. The OCE enjoyed the 

-support of a wide array of theater assets that were used 
^extensively, including EP-3s, GUARDRAIL, and KC-135. The 

_ OCE worked with the S-3 Fires section to coordinate 
^electronic attack by the use of the USMC Prowler in limited 
^amounts and attempted tactical electronic attack on one 
^occasion with the CESAS and STARGRAZER provided by 3d Rad 
%Bn. RRT was attached to various units for specific 
Emissions during combat operations in August. Most 
collection by RRT occurred while attached to TF 1-5 Cav. 
The team rotated through different companies providing 
SIGINT support while TF 1-5 Cav performed combat operations 

-to clear Muqtada Militia from the Najaf cemetary. During 
-this period, RRT also provided SIGINT support to BLT 

-^Reconnaissance Platoon, Force Reconnaissance Platoon, and 
^the Maritime Special Purpose Force for a variety of 

reconnaissance and direct action missions. The MEWSS team 
temporarily detached from the 11th MEU at FOB Echo to join 

. the fight in Najaf, where they were attached to TF 1-5 Cav. 
s"While supporting this unit, the MEWSS made significant 
^contributions to the TF and MEU situational awareness and 
.^-'provided indications and warning that resulted in 
^preventing casualties on at least one occasion. The MEWSS 
foperated in the Najaf Old City area, south of the ring road 
3*and shrine area. Shortly after fighting commenced, the 

_Signals Intelligence Support Team (SST) shifted from FOB 
Hotel to the Governor's compound and Joint Coordination 
Center for increased collection opportunities. 

11th MEU HUMINT was similarly realigned to support 
combat operations during August. The Marines of HET 15 
operated in support of BLT 1/4, with two members fulfilling 
CI/HUMINT management from FOB Duke. Although THT 513 
remained based at FOB Echo, THT 511 was reassigned to FOB 

j Hotel and was primarily in support of TF 2/7 Cav. During 
" combat operations in August, Mobile Interrogation Team 205 
J was placed in DS of 11th MEU to assist with our periodically 

z burgeoning detainee population. THT 521 and THT 526 were 
" placed in GS-R to the 11th MEU, but only periodically 

provided support for integrated operations with 11th MEU 
subordinate and attached units. Collectively, HET 15 with 
two THT's in direct support produced over 120 Draft 
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Intelligence Information Reports during the August 
fighting. 

One of the primary strengths of the MEU S-2 section 
was its small products cell, which remained busy developing 
high quality products supporting a range of planning and 
operational requests. The two-man imagery team of SSgt Bell 
and Sgt Ramirez produced 250 images representing over 30 
distinct projects or assignments during August alone. The 
Topographic team of Sgt Perez and LCpl Anderson generated 
over 40 different topographic products during this same 
.time frame, including city graphics of outlying towns and 
-various studies of Najaf itself. Topographic products were 
"frequently developed in conjunction with the supported 
commands to incorporate applicable annotations and maneuver 
graphics. As 11th MEU more than doubled in size, graphics 
print production runs eventually exceeded 350 prints. 

With the completion of Operation Pacific Guardian on 
,28 August, most of the augmentation personnel returned to 
their parent commands within the next few weeks. The MEWSS 

-team was returned to FOB Echo in Diwaniyah while the SST 
rrelocated from the JCC to FOB Hotel to support installation 
of the Prophet Hammer system and gain system familiarity. 
RRT initially continued operations with BLT Recon Platoon 
and Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD), before moving to the 

;JCC on 14 Sept to backfill the SST. The RRT would remain 
at the JCC for two weeks before relocating to FOB Hotel to 
assist SST in employment of the Prophet Hammer. 3rd Rad Bn 

1 Det AOIC, 1st Lt Eberhardt, also relocated to FOB Hotel to 
"assume responsibility of the Prophet Hammer and associated 
^element of 3d Rad Bn Det. 

After tracking Sadr Lieutenant Ahmed al Shaybani for 
several weeks, the 11th MEU participated in a joint raid on 
Sadr's office on 21 September with the Iraqi Counter- 
Terrorism Force (ICTF) and ODA 512. This operation 
resulted in the capture of forty-one personnel believed to 
be associated with the Sadr office along with several 
truckloads of arms and considerable amounts of materials. 

.Six detainees were immediately evacuated, but the remaining 
]thirty-five were screened and selectively interrogated by 
Mobile Interrogation Team (MIT) 501 over the course of the 
next two weeks. The MIT was attached to 11th MEU 
specifically to assist in exploitation of these detainees. 

HET 15 augmented by MIT 501 continued screening and 
interrogation of detainees from the Sadr office raid into 
October. There were several significant SIGINT 
developments during October. Following the RIP between 1st 

Rad Bn and 2nd Rad Bn, the 3d RadBn detachment OIC, AOIC and 
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SNCOIC visited 2nd RadBn at Blue Diamond for detailed 
coordination of SIGINT tasking and collections. In 
addition, the AOIC met with the Prophet Hammer fielding 
team to discuss how system should be run and any tips/hints 
on using the system to its full potential. The Prophet 
Hammer system was installed and operational at FOB Hotel 
during mid-October. Multiple suspect targets have been 
identified from SIM card exploitation from Sadr office 
iraid. S-2 section continued target development efforts, 
'providing all-source support leading to joint 11th MEU and 
ODA 512 direct action against individual suspected of 
iconstructing or brokering VBIED. RRT supported the DA 
execution. RRT also accompanied HET during their various 
patrols in Najaf, using scanners and a DRT for force 
protection I&W. The imagery and topographic productions 
cell remained busy building tailored products to satisfy a 
variety of requirements. GSP has been continuing its Camp 
Guard and CO's PSD role at FOB Duke. 

During November, followers of Muqtada Sadr and Mahmood 
.al Hassani al Sarkhi began to reassert their public 
-presence and renewed rhetoric, particularly in Diwaniyah. 
HET 15 Sub-team 3 at FOB Echo tightly monitored these 
movements. The MEWSS team continued operations in 
Diwaniyah, supporting HET with personnel requirements for 

:patrol manning and linguists. These patrols allowed for 
-targeting as well as meet sites for CFSO sources. The 
'MEWSS team moved one linguist to the Prophet Hammer site at 
iFOB Hotel. Two Marines were sent to 24th MEU for training 
Jon Pilot House. THT 511 was assigned to support Bravo Co, 
^BLT 1/4, which provided external security for Abu Gharayb 
Internment Facility during operation Phantom Fury/Fajr. 
This was a very successful deployment, witnessing effective 
integration of intelligence and operations for high-tempo 
intelligence driven operations. 

December brought the departure of 11th MEU Marines from 
FOB Echo and the opening of FOB Lima. HET Subteam 3, along 
with THT 513 transitioned from FOB Echo to FOB Hotel with 

ZSSgt Bobeck individually moving to FOB Duke to perform 
/interrogations and assist the HET OIC. The MEWSS team 
initially moved to FOB Hotel to help support the Prophet 

.Hammer system, but they were soon redirected to join the 
MEU S-2 slice for FOB Lima near Karbala. Given the nature 
of the operating environment, the MEWSS SST was 
transitioned to HMMWV mobility to allow greater access into 
Karbala than the LAV MEWSS would allow. Also going to FOB 
Lima were THT 511, SSgt Mills for METOC and section SNCOIC 
and senior analyst Sgt Hurst. Maj Lindemann also made 
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temporary move to Karbala for RIP and initial 
familiarization of Karbala AO. A few Marines joined the 
11th MEU early redeployers, including Capt Sile for PCS, 
with SSgt Geinert, SSgt Walz, Sgt Ramirez, and Cpl 
Robertson for EAS. Through December, the section remained 
busy with developing the situation in Karbala, 

-investigating the parties responsible for various recent 
^attacks, identifying threats to the upcoming elections, and 
^developing targeting data for the local ratlines for 
^smuggling narcotics and foreign fighters. 

Operations/S-3 

The beginning of July found the MEU embarked aboard 
ESG shipping transiting the Straits of Hormuz. By 5 July 
the ships were staged off the coast of Kuwait preparing for 
offload into the Kuwaiti Naval Base (KNB). From 6-11 July, 

^the MEU offloaded all personnel and equipment utilizing 
^LCAC, LCU, and helicopter lift for follow on movement to 
^"Camp Virginia Kuwait. Concurrently, the MEU rotated 

vehicles through the Osh Kosh trucking company facility in 
Kuwait for the application of armor plating. From 9-13 

^ July, a leaders reconnaissance consisting of the MEU CO and 
.primary staff moved into Iraq to visit the assigned TOAR, I 

j.MEF, 1 MARDIV, and 1st FSSG. Live fire training was 
ifconducted at the Udari Range Complex (URC) from 9-16 July 
^and consisted of all aspects of Security and Stability 
! Operations (SASO) from urban patrolling to live fire 
^ assault ranges. Upon completion of training at the URC, 
the MEU was staged and ready for movement north into the 
Iraqi Theater of Operationg (ITO). 

Ground movement into the ITO began on 16 July with the 
departure of the ground quartering party and ended the next 
day when the final convoy departed Camp Virginia. The air 
movement piece began on 17 July and ended 18 July when all 
HMM-166 assets were staged at A1 Asad and the bed down site 

■at Forward Operating Base (FOB) Duke. On 21 July, the MEU 
^commenced a Relief In Place (RIP) with Task Force (TF) 
"^Dragon of the 1st Infantry Division (1ID) . On 31 July, the 
fTransfer of Authority (TOA) took place between TF Dragon 

and the 11th MEU(SOC) with the MEU assuming control of the 
Najaf and Qadisiyah provinces—approximately 16,000 square 
miles of battlespace. 

At 1846, 02 Aug, in An Najaf, a BLT 1/4 motorized 
patrol consisting of 9 vehicles and 41 Marines operating 
outside Exclusion Zone was engaged by Muqtada Militia (MM) 
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with small arms, RPGs, and light mortars vie maternity 
hospital vie MA 386 407. A Quick Reaction Force (QRF) and 
rotary wing CAS section were launched to reinforce the 
patrol in contact. The patrol returned fire with small 
arms, heavy machine guns, and AT-4s. The MM position was 
neutralized with an estimated (10) EKIA. For the next four 
days, sporadic fighting ranging from minor skirmishes to 
heavy combat took place in the city of Najaf centering 

-^mainly on the Najaf cemetery north of the Imam Ali Mosque 
-^Complex (IAMC) . 

On 5 Aug, mm conducted a series of harassing attacks 
-^Ffrom the Najaf Cemetery on the main IP station. In 
"ijresponse, BLT 1/4 forces counter attacked and cleared 

eastern 1/3D of the cemetery killing numerous MM. 
Intelligence reports gathered from HUMINT sources indicated 
that the MM Command Element in charge of "Cemetery Defense'' 
was overrun on 5 Dec by Marine forces resulting in 130 
EKIA. 

On 6 Aug, BLT 1/4 forces were ordered to pull back 
^-frorn the cemetery and surrounding areas and by 7 Aug, BLT 

-1/4 completed retrograde to FOB Hotel to refit and rearm. 
CAAT A, CAAT B, LAR, a section of AAVs and a section of 
tanks remained in place to conduct a RIP with ING forces 
tasked to hold MSR Miami. Also on 07 Aug, TF 1-5 Cav 

.^arrived FOB Duke to reinforce the MEU for further combat 
^operations, and the ING led an Iraqi operation to raid 

- '"Sadr' s house in Najaf vie MA 38 6 407. During this raid 4 
3MM were killed and 2 MM were captured. 

On 8 Aug, as TF 1-5 Cav departed FOB Duke to LD into 
the attack to clear the remainder of the Najaf cemetery, 
the MEU CO attended a meeting with PM Allawi, General 
Casey, and Governor Zurufi to discuss in the prosecution of 
operations in Najaf and the desired endstate. TF 1-5 Cav 
encountered little to no resistance moving into the 
cemetery and TF 2-7 Cav closed FOB Duke adding to the 
combat power already present. On 9 Aug, the 11th MEU (SOC) 
CHOP'd to Multi-National Forces West (MNFW) with the 
arrival to FOB Duke of the IMEF Fwd Command Element 

"^commanded by BGEN D. J. Hejlik. On 11 Aug, the MEU CO and 
'subordinate commanders held a planning session at FOB Hotel 
'to finalize plans for future operations. Shortly after 

; * that planning session, the I MEF CG imposed a 24 hour 
moratorium on offensive operations in the 11th MEU AO to 
establish a window for a negotiated peace. By the end of 
the day on 11 Aug, EKIA was estimated at 460. 

During the temporary ceasefire, elements of TF 2-7 CAV 
depart FOB Duke IOT occupy battle positions southwest of 
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Najaf vie MA 299 318. Just hours after taking up battle 
positions, TF 2-7 Cav reported contact vie MA 299 318 with 
squad sized enemy units equipped with small arms, mortars, 
and RPGs. TF 1-5 Cav reported similar contact vie MA 352 
416. BLT 1/4 reported contact about one km to the north of 
the Joint Coordination Center (JCC) vie MA 383 431. On the 
11 Aug, MEU forces engaged AIF in the southwest, northwest, 

rand northeast portions of the city with enemy forces of 
Ipvarying size and equipment. At 2244.on 11 Aug, initial 
/reports came in indicating that a MEU CH-53E was down 
Approximately 27 miles south of A1 Taqqadum in A1 Anbar 
'province. Further investigation revealed that the mishap 
r^as caused by improper loading of cargo and resulted in the 
^loss of (2) Marines killed and (3) wounded. The evening of 
%L2 Aug, BLT1/4, in support of Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), 
^"conducted a raid near Sadrs house vie MA 384 406 to destroy 
^AIF and gather information of intelligence value. BLT and 
-members of 405th ING attacked and cleared four buildings 
against a platoon-sized enemy armed with small arms, sniper 

i^rifles and mortars. MM forces suffered (3) EKIA and (18) 
7 EWIA. ING forces sustained (1) EKIA and (16) FWIA. BLT 

Marines pressed the attack and cleared (3) additional 
buildings to include Sadr's house. Sadr's house was 
vacant, but did produce numerous documents and computer 
hard drives. 

Early on the morning of 13 Aug, the Maritime Special 
Purpose Force, in support of 36 Commando and the Iraqi 
Counter-Terrorist Force (ICTF), conducted a Direct Action 
(DA) mission on the Sahlah Mosque in Kufa vie MA 414 449. 

BLT forces provided exterior cordon while 36 Commando and 
ICTF conducted interior cordon and the assault killing (3) 
MM and capturing (8). At 0700 that same day, the 11th MEU 
was directed to temporarily cease offensive operations to 
facilitate cease fire negotiations. Security postures 
heightened throughout the AO after the Najaf JCC reported 
Muqtada Sadr was wounded vie Imam Ali Mosque. Reports 
throughout the day remained inconclusive on type of wounds, 

/status of Sadr, or events surrounding incident. 
^ On 14 Aug, BGen Hejlik (DCG I MEF) departed FOB Duke 

enroute to JCC for peace negotiations. Late that 
afternoon, BGen Hejlik reported that cease-fire talks broke 

-down and expect to resume combat operations when directed. 
On 15 Aug, both TF1-5 Cav and TF2-7 Cav were engaged 
numerous times by sniper, small arms, RPG, and mortar 
attacks. Both units returned in kind killing or wounding 
numerous enemy. In the early evening on 15 Aug, a TF 1-5 
CAV M1A2 received accurate small arms fire and indirect 
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fire from the No Fire Area (NFA) vie MA 341 410. During the 
fire fight a MM fighter climbed onto the turret and shot 
the gunner and tank commander resulting in (2) FKIA. The 
driver, hearing the shots, backed into a structure causing 
the building to fall onto the tank and making it unable to 
move from its location. RWCAS destroyed the enemy position 
and the tank and fallen soldiers were later recovered, 
-"t At 1130 on 16 Aug, the Iraqi Minister of Defense, Ali 
Allawi, Iraqi Deputy Minister of Interior, Adnan Hadi 

rAsadi, and MNCI CG, LtGen Metz, arrived at FOB Duke for a 
^meeting with 11th MEU Commanders to discuss the progress of 
°^the battle and the way ahead. Later that same day, the 
.Governor of An Najaf announced that the Provincial Council 
voted to oust the MM and demanded the MM forces leave An 
:Najaf. Sporadic fighting continued with the MM using the 
tactic of attacking from, or retreating to the NFA, where 

^they were aware that timely fires could not be brought to 
■bare on them. 

■-r." In the early morning on 17 Aug, MEU forces once again 
brought the fight to the enemy. Alpha Company BLT 1/4, 
"attached to TF 2-7 CAV, conducted a destruction raid on a 
suspected enemy weapons cache in Najaf vie MA 364 402 while 
Charlie Company TF 2-7 CAV conducted a destruction raid on 
a suspected enemy stronghold vie MA 362 398. The raid 
force captured (17) MM and a weapons cache consisiting of 

T~AK-47. RPGs and mortar rounds. TF 2-7 CAV observed enemy 
-Ihortar position near the hotel district within the Old City 
yvic MA 351 401. CAS was requested and the enemy mortar 
-";fire stopped. Later that same day, (16) Iraqi delegates 
arrived in An Najaf from Baghdad for meeting with Al-Sadr. 
As talks progressed, MCSOCOM delivered a detachment of (10) 
personnel to include (9) snipers, (1) FAC and a Special 
Forces GROM unit from Poland. 

18 Aug saw every battalion in the MEU engaged at some 
point. TF 1-5 CAV was engaged with RPGs in the cemetery 
vie MA 348 416. Soldiers maneuvered to the 418 Northing 
and requested indirect fire at suspected enemy in the 
.cemetery vie MA 341 412 where the target was destroyed. 
^Alpha Company TF 2-7 CAV received heavy machine gun, small 
"arms, and RPG fire from a building just inside the ring 
road vie MA 358 402. TF 2-7 CAV returned fire while 

'conducting survivability maneuvers to evade direct enemy 
'fire. Bravo Company BLT 1 /4 was engaged by mortar fire, 
and requested fire support within the RFA at mortar point 
of origin vie MA 350 400. Upon IMEF approval, the target 
was destroyed by CAS. The IP established a TCP, reinforced 
by ING, for all traffic approaching the ring road vie MA 
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410 425 in order to contain the MM in the IAMC. Also on 18 
Aug, LtGen Metz arrived at FOB Duke for the IMEF/llth MEU 
Najaf Concept of Operations Update Brief and to confer with 
commanders. 

Early on 19 Aug, BLT 1/4 secured (3) objectives in 
Kufah. Alpha Company secured objective (3), a police 
station in Kufa vie MA 420 442 with no resistance from 
enemy forces. Bravo Company took objective (1), the east 
side of the Kufa bridge vie MA 447 448 and received fire 
from BLT Objective (2), the technical college in Kufa. CAS 
was requested and AC-130 and RWCAS provided fire support to 
facilitate maneuver on objective (2). BLT Recon set up a 
.blocking position south of Kufah on route Sapp vie MA 433 
442 in direct support of raid missions in Kufah. Shortly 
jifter the establishment of the VCP a blacked out civilian 
"vehicle approached the Marine snap VCP at a high rate of 
^speed. After attempts failed to slow the vehicle, Marines 
opened fire I0T stop the vehicle. The vehicle was 
thoroughly searched and nothing was found of any 
significance. The incident resulted in (4) CKIA and (7) 
CWIA. The CWIA were medevaced via military aircraft. The 
CKIA were transported to the hospital by Marines involved 
in the incident. An investigation was conducted regarding 
-the circumstances leading to this accident and the Marines 
■were found to be operating within the ROE. 
v From 19-21 Aug, augmentation continued to flow into 
'the 11th MEU AO. The Iraqi Intervention Force (IIF) closed 
"at FOB Echo with (400+) troops from the 2nd BN. (75) IIF 
^troops from 1st BD HQ, with (5) US Advisors, also closed FOB 
Duke. On 19 Aug when a MSSG convoy, while traveling east 
along route Jacksonville from FOB Duke to FOB Echo, was hit 
by an IED vie MA 405 361. The patrol reported a daisy 
chain of three 155mm artillery rounds with only one round 
detonating. No casualties or vehicle damage were reported. 
Another threat previously unseen in the 11th MEU AO was 
identified when a UAV reported a possible multiple rocket 
launcher being moved into the NFA by (4) MM vie MA 356 402. 

-The UAV witnessed the weapon being employed and received 
",PID. 11th MEU received MNC-I approval and AVSBs engaged 
"target, but the desired effect was not achieved. A 
hellfire shot from the on station UAV was then requested, 
permission was granted, and the target was destroyed. The 
final combat action of 19 Aug took place when TF 2-7 CAV 
received accurate RPG fire on Rte CHRISTY along the Eastern 
Sector. (1) Bradley was a mobility kill and (2) FWIA were 
sustained. The Bradley was later towed to Camp David. 
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Early in the morning on 20 Aug, TF 1-5 CAV received 
mortar fire in the cemetery vie MA 341 408. The point of 
origin was confirmed by Q-36 radar at MA 353 402. An AC- 
130 and Predator UAV had PID on enemy and the target was 
engaged at 0257D resulting in the destruction of (1) mortar 
tube. Also on 20 Aug, while working in direct support of 
TF 2-7 CAV, 11th MEU Force Recon Platoon was engaged by an 

-[ED in the Old City vie MA 356 395, resulting in (1) 
^damaged HMMWV. No injuries were sustained and the vehicle 
3tfas later towed back to FOB Duke. The platoon dismounted 
tand cleared the area, which resulted in a short engagement, 
fin the early afternoon, the 11th MEU directed the cessation 
lof all fires in observance of Friday prayers per the 
•request of the Najaf Governor. 

Early in the morning of 21 Aug, Alpha Company (-) BLT 
1/4 was the main effort in the raid on Kufah to clear BN 
objective RAIDER vie MA 429 436, a former IP station. In 

^support of this raid. Bravo Company attacked by fire onto 
-BN objective BLACKHORSE vie MA 444 451, a MM checkpoint. A 
-Co, 2nd Pit and BLT Recon established a screen line from MA 
447 439 to 435 429 to prevent a southern egress from Kufah. 
AC-130, in coordination with RWCAS was utilized with 
effective fire on target during the attack. The 
coordinated attack was a success with both objectives being 

^secured, an estimated (45) EKIA and (29) detainees. 
'Elsewhere on 21 Aug, TF 1-5 CAV was engaged vie MA 354 405 
with AK-47s and spotted a suspected mortar position in 
close proximity to the enemy. The position was destroyed 
by 25mm delivered by TF 1-5. 155mm artillery was called in 
later to destroy a different mortar site at MA 347 404 when 
it was discovered by UAV. 

On 22 Aug 1-5 CAV, reinforced with elements of BLT 
1/4, conducted a probing attack on TF Obj C, the western 
portion of the parking garage vie MA 349 402. At 0119 lead 
trace encountered (11) lEDs vie MA 344 405 that were 
destroyed by the raid force. At 0129 engagement began with 
friendly forces engaging targets with tank main gun, 25mm, 
1.62mm and Hellfire. Resistance was heavy and centered 

Tmainly around the buildings to the southwest of the parking 
garage. TF 1-5 CAV disengaged at 0202. An AC-130 on 
station covered the retrograde and prosecuted targets of 
opportunity on the western end of the parking garage and 
surrounding buildings until 0233. That same morning. Bravo 
Co TF 1-5 CAV received indirect fire from inside the RFA 
vie MA 356 402. Following approval from IMEF to engage the 
target, the mortar position was destroyed by an AC-130. TF 
2-7 CAV located vie MA 361 402 received sniper fire from 
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- (4) buildings to the East of the RFA. They requested and 
-received CAS on (4) buildings located at: MA 361 402, MA 
£"360 402 and MA 359 402, MA 359 401. AH-64s expended 
"hellfire, 30mm and rockets resulting in destruction of the 
targets and an unknown number of EKIA. 22Aug closed with a 
Rehersal of Combat (ROC) drill held at FOB Duke with LTGEN 
Metz (CG MNC-I) and LTGEN Conway (CG MNF-W). The rehearsal 

^Covered the Phase III decisive operations to include the 
-^planned assault of the Imam Ali Mosque. 
££-»•• Despite rumors of peace talks, the fighting continued 

r^on 23 Aug. TF 2-7 CAV received RPG and heavy MG fire from 
Athe northern end of the Old City vie MA 356 403. The MEU 
^requested clearance to engage target with AC-130 at 0124 
ifrom IMEF. The target was approved at 0139 and AC-130 fire 
Emission resulted in target destruction with secondary 
.^explosions. Also on 23 Aug, TF 1-5 CAV received RPG and 

2:small arms fire from from the west of the IAMC vie MA 347 
-399. The target was destroyed by artillery. Later in the 

morning, the An Najaf Governor visited with the Iraqi MOD 
^at FOB Duke on key issues concerning the 11th MEU attack on 

MM within the Imam Ali Mosque Complex. Amid the talks of 
peace, TF 2-7 was engaged with RPGs just inside the city, 
south of the cemetery vie MA 360 402. The MEU CO approved 
a GBU-12 drop resulting in target destruction, 

ii Combat operations continued on 24 Aug when TF 2-7 CAV, 
JTF 1-5 CAV and BLT 1/4 crossed the LD to conduct limited 
^objective attacks in their respective zones. They were 
isupported by 155mm artillery, AC-130 and FW/RWCAS. TF 2-7 
3CAV came in contact immediately and ran numerous RWCAS 
missions via 227 Aviation - (6) Hellfire and several 
rockets helped facilitate TF 2-7 in taking several 
buildings in the eastern portion of the Old City vie MA 
359 403. Two of the buildings produced secondary 
explosions. (1) platoon from Charlie Company TF 2-7 CAV 
entered the city from the east vie MA 357 401 and 
encountered no resistance. An OP was established in a 
building vie MA 359 400. Charlie Company Tanks set up a 

•^defensive position southeast of the Old City vie MA 361 398 
oriented northwest. TF 1-5 CAV encountered resistance 

iinside the ring road vie MA 352 405. TF 1-5 engaged the 
.enemy with tank main gun, 25mm, and heavy machine gun fire. 
Following their attack, TF 1-5 moved south into the Old 
City vie MA 353 403 to conduct a reconnaissance by force. 
TF 1-5 encountered a deliberate obstacle with imbedded 
IEDs, sporadic RPG and small arms fire. TF 1-5 pulled back 
and requested support from the AC-130. The AC-130 engaged 
the obstacle resulting in a large secondary explosion and 
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the obstacle being partially reduced. The AC-130 also 
-engaged a bus near the garage complex vie MA 350 401 
fbesulting in secondary explosions. The BLT successfully 
cleared their zone with little contact. BLT tank platoon 
came under heavy RPG fire in the open area to the southwest 
of the Old City vie MA 348 398. (1) tank suffered a 
communications kill but was later repaired at FOB Hotel. 
BLT's actions resulted in MM movement south and east where 

I"36th Commando had set up an ambush resulting in an unknown 
plumber of EKIA. 
ip On 24 Aug, at 0150, a UH-1N employed a Bright Star ^ 
IdTaser designator for the first time in combat. The UH 
designated a building that housed (5-15) MM and (1) 
possible triple A gun. The building and enemy were 

Jdestroyed when AH-1W Hellfires were utilized in conjunction 
"with the Bright Star laser. Similar fighting continued 
throughout the day and into the evening. The night of 24 
Aug, TF 2-7 Cav established Attack By Fire positions around 

"the eastern side of the ring road vie MA 355 397 in order 
-to support the pending BLT 1/4 attack south through the 
cemetery and into the northwest corner of the Old City. 
That attack began at approximately 2238 with the objective 
of gaining and maintaining a foothold inside the ring road 
vie MA 348 403. Two key buildings were seized, followed by 
systematic clearing of MM forces throughout the night. In 

^support of this attack and the final assault planned for 26 
'Aug, several key targets were engaged by FWCAS. GBU-12s 
:|(5001bs) and GBU-31s (2000 lbs) were delivered on key 
/buildings housing MM significantly attriting enemy forces 
and shaping the conditions for the final assault on the 
IMAM Ali Mosque. During the assault and estimated (51) 
EKIA were assessed with MEU forces sustaining (13) FWIA. 

Sporadic fighting continued throughout the morning and 
into the early afternoon on 26 Aug. BLT 1/4 attacked the 
MM through the northwest corner of the Old City. Alpha 
Company BLT 1/4 attacked east and tied in by fire with TF 
1-5 near the intersection of the ring road and route Nova 

-vie MA 353 405. TF 2-7 pressed the attack from east to 
'|west and consolidated vie the 368 easting. By 1500 on 26 
"'Aug, the Imam Ali Shrine was surrounded and plans continued 
to initiate the assault of MEU Obj A (Imam Ali Mosque). At 

*1515 on 26 Aug, MNC-I released FRAG-0 584 directing all CF 
to cease offensive operations in Najaf IOT allow Iraqi 
political and religious officials the opportunity to 
peaceably resolve the removal of AIF/MM from the Imam Ali 
Shrine. On 27 August, the Grand Ayatollah Sistani received 
the keys to the Imam Ali Mosque signaling the end of 
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hostilities. During the entire 24 days of intermittent 
^combat in Najaf, the MEU forces suffered (9) FKIA and (94) 
TWIA while inflicting an estimated 1500 EKIA on the enemy. 
The remainder of August found MEU forces reconstituting and 
repositioning forces while maintaining an aggressive 
security patrol package. The following Marines and 
soldiers made the ultimate sacrifice during the Battle of 
Najaf: 

£ Sgt M. Rocha, H&S Co, BLT 1/4, USMC 
H. Sgt Y. Reynoso, WPNS Co, BLT 1/4, USMC 
I Lcpl L. Wells, Charlie Co, BLT 1/4, USMC 

Cpl R. Abad, WPNS Co, BLT 1/4, USMC 
LCpl N. Anderson, WPNS Co, BLT 1/4, USMC 

F Spc M. Zapata, TF 1-5 Cav, USA 
' 2Lt J. Coins, TF 1-5 Cav, USA 

T Sgt H. Parkerson, Bravo Co, BLT 1/4, USMC 
^ LCpl A. Arredondo, Alpha Co, BLT 1/4, USMC 

PFC N. Skinner, Alpha Co, BLT 1/4, USMC 

In September, the MEU began reconstruction efforts in 
earnest within the city of Najaf. An aggressive patrolling 
package was utilized to identify potential CA projects 
while maintaining a FP posture commensurate with the 
cessation of hostilities. On 2 Sep, the MEU relinquished 
TACON of the 36th Commando and the CG 3d MAW arrived FOB 

^Duke to address the Marines and sailors of HMM-166. On 4 
' September the MEU relinquished TACON of TF 1-5 Cav. On 6 
September, the IIF, IP's and ING began a systematic 
clearing of the Old City in Najaf to rid that historic area 
of explosive hazards and weapons caches. TACON of TF 2-7 
was relinquished on 8 Sep. That same day, the IIF 
conducted a raid on the offices of Muqtada al Sadr 
uncovering numerous weapons and explosives. CAAT-B was hit 
by an IED on 9 Sep resulting in no injuries to personnel 
and minimal damage to vehicles. On 14 Sep, the IIF 
attached to the MEU for the hostilities in Najaf were 

rredeployed to their parent unit. That same day Ambasadors 
"Jeffries and Taylor, as well as Admiral Nash paid a visit 
to Najaf to survey battle damage and assess the CA efforts 
already in progress throughout the city. The MEU MSPF, 
USSF ODA, and the ICTF conducted a second raid on Sadrs 
offices on 21 Sep netting yet more weapons and explosives, 
as well as anti-coalition propaganda. This raid resulted 
in the capture of (5) HVTs and (36) additional MM fighters. 
The month of September ended on a high note with the 
establishment of the Mobile Solatia Team and a claims 
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payment site located at the Government Information Center 
^(GIC). Weekly payouts began on 27 Sep and were a huge 
''success processing 45 cases for over $90,000. In the span 
of 1 month, the 11th MEU spent $3.5 million on over 100 CA 
projects in Najaf. 

October began with continuing efforts to eradicate 
unsavory elements from within the Najaf province. On 2 

^Oct, a joint MSPF, ODA mission was conducted against a 
^suspected VBIED factory to the south of Najaf. While the 
■^raid did not turn up any VBIED materials, several suspects 
^yere taken into custody. On 11 Oct, the Solatia team was 
J^back at the GIC to make payments this time servicing 539 
-presidents and paying out over $523,000. On 12 Oct, Prime 

Minister'Allawi made a visit to Najaf to survey battle 
""damage and on-going CA efforts. In mid-October, the fuel 
^situation in Najaf had deteriorated to the point of gas 

_ lines being several miles long. To alleviate some of the 
^pressure, the MEU launched Operation EXXON, the fueling of 

.ISF vehicles with MEU assets and fuel. The first iteration 
^ of Operation EXXON took place on 14 Oct and the results 
"'were felt immediately. The wait for fuel decreased 

significantly and the decision was made to execute this 
plan every four days. From 14-16 the MEU Elections team 

...traveled to Camp Fallujah for the I MEF sponsored OPT in 
^preparation for the Iraqi National Elections to take place 
iin Jan 05. Operation EXXON was in action again on 21 Oct 
^servicing over 100 vehicles from the IP, ING, and DBE. The 
-"^following day, a MEU wide-safety stand-down was held 
icovering topics ranging from vehicle safety to hygiene. 

The third increment of Operation EXXON took place on 23 Oct 
dispensing 1,375 gallons of fuel to ISF vehicles. To the 
north, preparations for combat operations in Fallujah were 
in full swing. Operation PHANTOM FURY would include 
elements from the 11th MEU and on 24 Oct the initial MEU 
forces deployed for subsequent TACON ro 1 MARDIV. The MEU 
Force Reconnaissance platoon and the ANGLICO FCT traveled 
north to link up with their new parent command (RCT-1). 

j^-The MEU Solatia team held another pay out session at the 
"^GIC on 25 Oct. A total of 980 claims were settled for 
''$576, 800. That same day, LTGEN Kiszely (DCG MNF-I) paid a 
visit to Najaf to view CA efforts and progress. The 155 

fBCT PDSS arrived FOB Duke on 28 Oct for a pre-RIP 
"conference hosted by the MEU. Counterparts were married up 
and a comprehensive list of RFIs was generated in 
preparation for the TOA scheduled for 14 Feb 05. Also on 
28 Oct, Operation EXXON dispensed 1,553 gallons of fuel to 
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ISF vehicles. The following day Bravo 1/4 became TACON to 
:»1 MARDIV ISO the upcoming OFF. 

1 Nov marked the beginning of the registration phase 
of the Iraqi National Elections and the MEU began leading 
the way in that effort. Working within the ROE established 
for election preparation, the MEU election team assisted 
the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq in securing 

^transportation of registration documents, printing election 
^education materials, posting educational signs, and force 
2;|>rotection for IECI facilities. By 4 Nov, the MEU force 
-package ISO Operation PHANTOM FURY was in place and 
^included Force Recon Platoon, ANGLICO FCT, Bravo 1/4 ( + ) , 

- Jb/D Ist Tank Bn, 1/A 1st CEB, 3/E 2d AAV Bn, and Scout 
-Sniper Platoon. On 5 Nov, MSSG 11 began Operation COVER UP 
'■'by supplying much needed blankets to local residents in 
Joiwaniyah. They also distributed soccer balls, hygiene 
"kits, and limited medical assistance. The most successful 

Operation EXXON to date took place on 6 Nov when 2,370 
gallons of fuel was distributed to awaiting ISF vehicles. 

—Another GIC payout session was conducted 8 Nov handling 
""1105 cases and paying out $583, 800. On 9 Nov BGEN Medina 

(CG ESG-3) arrived FOB Duke to celebrate the Marine Corps 
Birthday with the Marines of the 11th MEU which took place 
10 Nov. On 11 Nov, elements of Charlie 1/4 moved north to 
FOB Kalsu IOT provide security for a hasty bridge repair 

^mission in the 24th MEU AO. On 12 Nov a CAAT B HMMWV was 
-reportedly attacked by a possible SVBIED. The driver of 
/the CAAT vehicle swerved to avoid the on-coming SVBIED and 
^lost control of the HMMWV. The HMMWV struck a curb and 
'rolled killing one Marine and wounding three others. LCpl 
N. Anderson was the tenth 11th MEU Marine to give his life 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. The mission was an 
overall success and all MEU forces arrived back at FOB 
Hotel on 14 Nov. The next day, the MEU Condolence Team 
paid out $847,400 settling 1,570 claims at the GIC. 
Operation EXXON had its final run on 16 Nov distributing 
2,500 gallons of fuel. The operation was discontinued as 

:^the Provincial Gas Station was constructed thereby 
^supporting ISF and Government vehicle refueling. On 19 
""'Nov, MSSG-11, in conjunction with Polish, Bulgarian, and 
Iraqi doctors, conducted another Humanitarian Mission in 

'Diwaniyah processing 315 local citizens for basic medical 
care. In addition to the medical services, children were 
given backpacks filled with school supplies, food, water, 
and hygiene kits. That same day, MEU forces conducted a 
cordon and knock IOT recover a suspected weapons cache. 
The mission was a success netting large numbers of various 
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arms and munitions. On 22 Nov, the largest and most 
^successful pay out at the GIG took place servicing 2,502 
Ir'dlaims and paying out $1, 12 8, 800. The month of November 

ended with the MEU continuing to focus on FP, CMO efforts, 
and election preparation. On 30 Nov, the 11th MEU 
Commanding Officer declared An Najaf under Local Control- 

-Three months since cessation of combat operations in Najaf. 
~ December saw MEU forces continuing rebuilding efforts 
HjLn Najaf and looking towards bringing stability to other 
—provinces. On 2 Dec, MEU forces traveled north to Karbala 
Jor a leaders recon in preparation for the impending 

-mission of taking over security for that province. The 
^Jrip was a success with the commanders and staff making 
"'contact and liaison with their Polish counterparts setting 
l|the tone for the TOA scheduled to take place on 22 Dec. On 

-7 Dec, Ambassador Taylor arrived in the MEU AO for an 
""operational update and to tour current and future CA 
"^projects. 

On 8 Dec, LTGEN Sattler (CG IMEF) arrived at FOB Duke 
T to speak with commanders and Marines of the MEU and to tour 

Najaf CA projects. That same day a security meeting was 
held at the Governors Compound to discuss security plans 

; for the upcoming election. Attendees included the MEU CO, 
the Governor of Najaf, and the heads of the emergency 
response team, DBE, IPS, and ING. The meeting was a 

" success and arrangements were made to have similar meetings 
•^weekly throughout the remainder of the election season. 

On 10 Dec, the quartering party for Karbala departed 
FOB Duke for Camp Lima to conduct Relief in Place (RIP). 
13 Dec saw the MEU Condolence Team back in action at the 
12th GIC payout event. This event was very successful 
paying out over $999,100 to 1948 citizens of Najaf. 

On 11 Dec, the MEU Condolence Team settled 1,305 
claims totaling $798,400. Citizens were happy to receive 

jythe much needed assistance and the operation went very 
j. smooth. 

On 16 Dec, the MEU Operations Officer and Air Officer 
""'departed FOB Duke to attend a 2-day RIP conference with 155 

"eSB. That same day, a BLT CAAT team escorted (85) IP 
cadets to Baghdad International Air Port for follow on 
transit to Jordan where they would attend the Police 
Academy. This was another step in the mentoring and 
supervision process established by the MEU aimed at leaving 
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Najaf w-ith a viable and professional police force. Also on 
iirl6 Dec, the main body of the MEU forces slated to take over 
Q'Karbala departed FOB Duke for their base at Camp Lima. 

On 17 Dec, the MSSG conducted a HA/MEDCAP/DENCAP in A1 
Hyderia. Local media highlighted the MEUs continuing 
efforts to help the citizens in and around Najaf. (600) 

-local citizens were present for the event. (130) citizens 
^received medical screening and (30) received dental 
^screening. (430) blankets and (150) soccer balls were also 
.-distributed ensuring good will in that area for some time 

-==3;o come. 
..JS- On 19 Dec, a VBIED detonated near the market area of 
— Najaf vie MA 358 399. Casualties sustained were (54) dead 

and (142) wounded. This attack marked the first 
^significant AIF attack since 27 August. The next day, 
^Governor Ziruffi held a press conference and indicated that 
",(50) suspects were in custody in connection with the VBIED. 

On 21 Dec, the TOA between Polish forces and MEU 
forces took place at Camp Lima in Karbala. The MEU began 

.^.immediately initiated force protection enhancements on the 
"camp while conducting assements on ISF, election 
preparations, and CA projects. The MEU elections team 
began the arduous task of identifying election facilities, 
hardening those facilities, and identifying equipment and 
personnel shortages. 

-ii 0n Christmas Day, a VBIED detonated in the median of 
—route Miami approximately 15 km north of route California. 
.^■(1) Marine suffered minor lacerations to the face and (1) 
7hmmWV sustained a flat tire. There were also (l)CKIA and 
■'(2)CWIA. (1) of the CWIA was an innocent victim. The 
other CWIA and CKIA were likely attackers who failed to 
move to a safe distance prior to detonation of VBIED. At 
the time of this submission, the investigation was ongoing. 

2004 ended with the MEU firmly entrenched in Najaf and 
Karbala provinces, Iraq continuing to maintain peace, 
rebuild infrastructure, and rebuild the lives of citizens 
in both provinces. Not only has the 11th MEU(SOC) sent to 

l,the transfer of Local Control of An Najaf, it has initiated 
^well over 300 CA projects totaling in excess of $15 

v 'million. 

Logistics and Supply/S-4 

The focus of effort for the S-4 Section throughout July was 
the final planning and execution of the MEU offload from 
ESG-3 shipping and the reception, staging, onward movement 
and integration (RSOI) of all elements of the MEU at Camp 
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> Virginia in Kuwait and the planning, preparation and 
-^movement into the Iraqi Theater of Operations (ITO). The 
:ioffload was conducted 6-11 July 04 and consisted of 31 LCU 

and 45 LCAC loads. Reception and staging of the force took 
place at the Kuwaiti Naval Base. Onward movement from KNB 
to Camp Virginia was conducted concurrently with the 
offload, reception and staging during the period 6-12 July 

-j).4. The following is a summary of what was offloaded and 
Jmoved to Camp Virginia: 

^ - 364 Pieces of rolling stock in 22 tactical landing 
Jjerials 

r—F - 1, 396 Personnel via 31 busses 
- 52 Pieces of equipment moved via Heavy Equipment 

Trailer (HET) 
- 908 Pieces of cargo via tractor-trailer 

Once all elements of the MEU had been offloaded and 
moved to Camp Virginia, the S-4 Section coordinated and 

_oversaw the hardening of all remaining vehicles requiring 
add-on armor and ballistic glass. Add-on armor kits for 
MTVRs and HMMWVs were flown into theater by LOGCOM. 
Contracted workers from Oshkosh Corp under the supervision 

,, of the LOGCOM and 11th MEU maintenance officers then 
"installed the kits. The S-4 Ammunition Section coordinated 
'and took delivery of the MEU1s combat ammunition basic load 
while at Camp Virginia. This consisted of 17 ISO 

^containers. Combat loads for individuals and all crew 
^served and vehicle-mounted weapons were issued in 
"preparation for convoy movement into the ITO. 

Upon completion of RSO&I, vehicle hardening and 
training in Kuwait, 11th MEU conducted movement to FOBs 
Echo and Duke in the ITO via tactical convoy, Intra-theater 
air and surface line haul. This movement consisted of: 

Intra-theater Air 
- 12-13 July ACE movement via C-130 (285 Pax/7 463L 

"pallets) 
iS - 17 July Quartering Party personnel via C-130 (99 

pax) 
- 19 July Main Body personnel via C-130 (338 pax) 
- 26 July Rear Party personnel via C-130 (14 pax) 

Tactical Convoy 
- 16 July Quartering Party via four serials of 79 

tactical vehicles 
- 18 July Main Body via seven serials of 163 vehicles 
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Surface Line Haul 
- 21" July cargo and equipment via 27 HETs and 28 

flatbed tractor-trailers 
- 23 July cargo and equipment via seven HETs and 41 

flatbed tractor-trailers 
The S-4 Officer and Supply Chief moved to FOB Duke 

with the Quartering Party to establish MEU logistics 
lection in the ITO. Quartering Party activity revolved 
around turning over $12 million in numerous contracts for 
camp services at FOBs Duke, Hotel and Echo, establishing 
the MEU's ASP at FOB Echo, implementing a comprehensive 
"movement control process that could satisfy both I MEF and 
MNC-I movement control requirements, and turning over 
Health Services Support at FOB Duke. 

In August the focus of effort was coordinating combat 
"service support for the MEU which at times was reinforced 
with two mechanized battalions from the First Cavalry 
Division, their supporting units, two battalions of the 
"independent Iraqi Force (IIF), the Iraqi's 36th Commando 
'Bn, and the Iraqi Counter Terrorism Force. The MEU S-4's 
Ammunition Section coordinated 14 different ammunition 
resupply deliveries from Tallil and A1 Taqadum, using both 
ground and air, during the battle of An Najaf. 
Additionally, they assisted in coordinating the receipt and 
distribution of eight deliveries of ammunition for the 
-various elements of the Iraqi security forces totaling over 
931, 000 rounds of ammunition to support the fight in 
Najaf. The MEU S-4 also coordinated the receipt and 
distribution of various supplies in support of the various 
Iraqi security forces that were based out of FOBs Duke and 
Echo. This included 2,245 weapons and 6,260 various 
uniform items such as boots, helmets and body armor. In 
planning for what was to be the final assault, the MEU was 
augmented with Shock Trauma Platoon 2 from the 1st FSSG. 
MEU movement control tracked 345 administrative and 
logistical convoys moving in and around the MEU's AO. The 

?MEU's S-4 section was significantly enabled when they were 
•augmented with Capt S. Horton, IstLt Odenwalder and SSgt 
Lyons. Each one of these Marines played critical roles in 
executing the expanded functions of the MEU S-4 in 
supporting a reinforced MEU operating from three different 
bases. SSgt Lyons was posted at Convoy Support Center 
(CSC) Scania along MSR Tampa where he served as a liaison 
between the 11th MEU and the Army's Movement Control Team 
at Scania ensuring safe, secure and routine transfer of PWC 
food trucks to the MEU's various bases. Capt Horton filled 
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the requirement to provide oversight of the MEU's three 
dining facilities, facilities and camp life support at FOB 
Duke and coordination of ISF logistics requirements. Lt 
Odenwalder augmented the MEU's supply section which served 
as the MEU's contracting and fiscal center through which 
all requests for contractor provided goods and services 
were staffed. Lt Odenwalder assisted in tracking the 
numerous open purchases the MEU made and developed the 
-Installation property record for FOB Duke. 
^ In September the focus of effort shifted from 
^supporting offensive combat operations to supporting FOB 
improvements and civil military operations designed to 
rebuild Najaf and improve local infrastructure. The S-4 
supported civil military operations by establishing 
financing and accounting procedures that enabled payment of 

-over $ 7.5 million in Commanders Emergency Response Program 
~(CERP) funds in condolence and reconstruction payments. 
Additionally, the supply section processed $175,500 in 
contracts for goods and services in support of FOB 
improvements. One of the largest FOB improvements in both 
cost and size was the construction and opening of the new 
FOB Duke DFAC on 28 September. KBR also began full 
operations on FOB Hotel. MEU movement control tracked 294 
logistics convoys in and around the MEU's AO during 
September. 

In October the MEU S-4 continued supporting FOB 
improvements and civil military operations. The supply 
section administered payments of $4.8 million in CERP 
funds. The section also processed over $1 million in 
contracts this month. The MEU's medical planner 
researched and acquired medical supplies to support 11th 
MEU humanitarian assistance missions. MEU movement 
control tracked 329 movements in and around the MEU's AO. 
Engineering work began on developing a series of six 
different live fire ranges around FOB Duke. Plans were 
made to construct a known distance range, a shooting house 
for close quarters battle drills, an infantry assault 
.range, a mechanized assault range and a sensitive target 
range. Both the detachment from 7th Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion and elements from the 153d 
Engineering Battalion began upgrading FOB Duke's detention 
-facility. A wash rack for FOB Duke was also designed to be 
constructed. 

In November the MEU S-4 continued civil military 
operations support. The supply section administered $2.1 
million in CERP funds and $514,000 in contracts. KBR 
began taking over camp services at FOB Duke. MEU movement 
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control managed 270 movements in and around the AO. 
Additionally, the embark section began developing the plan 
^for redeployment. This included developing an executable 
TPFDD, developing a container plan, phasing of forces and 
preparing the force for redeployment. The MEU ammunition 
section began supporting training ranges at FOB Duke. 
-Renovations to the MEU headquarters and COC building were 
:completed by contractors. Construction began on the wash 
^rack 

Logistics support for civil military operations 
Continued in December. Supply administered $722,532 in 
*CERP funds and $335,190 in contracts. Movement control 
'tracked 170 movements. The MEU's embark chief, SSgt 
Cashman, redeployed back to CONUS. The MEU's S-4A, Capt 
JSalas, deployed to FOB Lima at Karbala to coordinate 
:logistics support for MEU elements based there and to begin 
"facilities improvements in preparation for the arrival of 
the 155 Enhanced Separate Battalion. 

Jl Communications/ S-6 

From the period of July to December 2004, the 11th 
MEU, CE S-6 section has maintained digital networks and 
voice communications afloat and deployed ashore. The key 
events are as follows. 
J During June, 11th MEU S-6 maintained communications 
^connectivity embarked aboard Expeditionary Strike Group - 3 
^shipping. Radio operators maintained a variety of single 
channel radio nets to support the MEU commander's command 
and control capability while embarked aboard the USS 
Belleau Wood Amphibious Readiness Group (ARG) ships. The 
data section maintained SIPR and NIPR connectivity between 
the three ships of the ARG, and with the Network Operations 
Center ashore, ensuring global data services were 
constantly available. In addition, Capt Wilson (JTFE OIC) 
supported the PDSS team in Kuwait and Iraq ensuring 
necessary and critical liaison was made with MNC-I, I MEF, 

kand Task Force Dragon to ensure a smooth relief in place of 
communication capability would occur in July for 11th MEU's 
AOR in Iraq. 

During July, the MEU S-6 phased ashore in Kuwait for 
'follow on operations in Iraq. The JTFE detachment stood up 
their AN/TSC-93 van and pulled SIPR," NIPR and DSN phone 
service from I MEF in support of Stabilization and Security 
Operations (SASO) training in Kuwait. Later that month, 
the S-6 phased north into Iraq to support operations in An 
Najaf and Ad Diwaniyah provinces. 
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During August, while conducting combat operations in 
An Najaf, the S-6 provided the MEU with all communication 
"services - SIPR, NIPR, and DSN phones at three FOBs (Duke, 
Hotel, and Echo). The JTFE's AN/TSC-93 pulled service from 
an LMST at Fallujah; a pair of AN/MRC-142's provided a link 
between FOB Duke and FOB Hotel; and a SMART-T (AN/TSC-154) 
at FOB Echo pulled service from another SMART-T at 
.Fallujah. In addition, the MEU provided radio personnel 
"and communication support to various MSEs and attachments. 
-Cpl Walker provided radio operator support to Company A, 
Battalion Landing Team (BLT) 1/4; Cpl Nichols provided 
radio operator support to Company B, BLT 1/4; Cpl Hodge 

Tprovided radio operator support to Company C, BLT 1/4; and 
Sergeants Guzman and Pimentel provided radio operator 

rsupport to the Maritime Special Purpose Force. Cpl Platt 
-supported the 1st Iraqi Intervention Force with radio 
"operator support and Sgt Wiltse and Cpl Ortega provided all 
-communications between the 11th MEU COC and the Joint 
Coordination Center (JCC) located at the An Najaf 
Governor's compound. This link between the COC and JCC was 
'the direct path to command and control the 404th and 405th 
Iraqi National Guard battalions in support of combat 
operations. Furthermore, the radio section established and 
maintained two retransmission sites in An Najaf to support 

"combat radio nets. At the height of combat operations, 
-11th MEU had command and control of seven maneuver 
"battalions. Operating similar to a brigade headquarters, 
S-6 planned, developed, and supported all communication 
networks in support of sustained combat operations. During 
this time, virtually every piece of 11th MEU's 
communications equipment was in use or temporarily loaned 
to the various units supporting 11th MEU. 

In order to maintain positive command and control 
while mobile, the S-6 section installed 6 additional 
communication systems to the MEU Commander's M1116 up 
armored HMMWV to include a AN/ VRC-92 for long range VHF 
communication; AN/VRC-83 for UHF communication; AN/PSC-5 
.with OS-302 providing mobile command and control satellite 
^communication; AN/PRC-117 with AV-2090 providing mobile 
satellite communication via the Joint Air Request Net; 
Enhanced Position Location Reporting System (EPLRS); and 
Expeditionary Tactical Communication System (ETCS) via 
Iridium phone system. Additionally, Automated Business 
Power speakers and an AC/DC power converter were installed 
to provide enhanced capability. 

After the cessation of hostilities, the S-6 continued 
to operate and maintain all of their network and single 
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channel services. In addition, an aggressive training 
program was started to ensure all Marines are maintaining 
ftheir MOS proficiency in accordance with Marine Corps 
Individual Training Standards. 

In November, as control of Diwaniyah and FOB Echo was 
turned over to MND-CS, the S-6 retrograded the SMART T and 
all communication services to FOB Duke in preparation to 
^conduct a relief in place of Camp Lima in Karabala, Iraq. 

In December, upon 11th MEU's transfer of authority and 
"responsibility for Karbala, 11th MEU S-6 provided a SMART T 
to provide all SIPR, NIPR, and DSN phone services at Camp 
Lima. 
r Throughout this period the S-6 has also been a key 

^coordination center for contracted communication systems to 
^include SPAWAR funded Internet and telephone centers for 
'all 4 FOBs and the "Big Voice,, public announcement system 
on FOB Duke. 

Lastly, the S-6 began coordination for the transition 
from deployed networking back to the NMCI network upon 
arrival in garrison in 2005. 

Legal/SJA 

:»>. The 11th MEU transitioned ashore from ESG-3 shipping in 
'Kuwait during the first week of July and moved to Camp 
Virginia, Kuwait for training prior to movement into Iraq 
•in mid-July. SJA section of Maj Chris Walters and Cpl 
Darryl Miller, trained and briefed the Rules for the Use of 
Force while in Kuwait and transition to OIF Rules of 
Engagement upon crossing into Iraq. SJA traveled with MEU 
CO and key leaders for liaison visits with Marine commands 
in Iraq. Met with I MEF SJA at Camp Fallujah, IstMARDIV 
SJA at Camp Blue Diamond, 1st FSSG SJA, STC, SDC, LAO at 
Camp Taqquadum and 3d MAW SJA at Camp A1 Asad. Upon 
subsequent movement to FOB Duke, Najaf Iraq, conducted 
Relief In Place with 1st Infantry Division Task Force Dragon 

.SJA. Conducted multiple liaison visits with MND-CS legal 
iliaison, CMO and Comptroller personnel at Camp Babylon. 
'Transfer of Authority for the MEU AO (Najaf and Quadisiyah 
provinces) conducted on 30 July. On 5 August, an intense 
three-week battle ensued with Mahdi Militia in Najaf and 
attacks in Diwaniyah. Provided continuous coverage in the 
MEU COC, providing ROE, targeting and mission review for 
the MEU with augmented forces including (2) additional 
maneuver battalions, (1) Army aviation attack squadron, 
Iraqi National Guard and other Iraqi Security Forces, 
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including counter-terrorism and commando forces, and 
'Coalition special forces. Provided ROE briefings for MEU, 
■rl MEF and MNC-I Commanders. Continued to provide 
operational law command center coverage throughout combat 
operations and security and stabilization missions 
throughout period in Iraq. 

Developed and managed unit Detention Operations 
program. Standard Operating Procedures, training to all 
Detention Facility forces in use of force, applicable 
regulations and Geneva Conventions. Served as Detention 

^Operations Coordinator and Legal Advisor. Between July and 
-Dec 04, processed 314 detainees, including High Value 
-Targets, women and children. Ensured legal compliance and 
coordinated releases, medevacs, and transfers to Theater 

"internment Facility at Abu Ghraib. Originally designated 
"as a 14-day detention facility, transitioned to a 21-day 
facility in December. Conducted all Detention Authority 
Reviews/Magistrate probable cause hearings and evidentiary 
reviews. Achieved superior ratings during all Detention 
-Facility inspections. Coordinated continuous facility 
upgrades to establish the FOB Duke Detention Facility as 
one of the premier regional (Brigade size equivalent) 
detention facilities in Iraq. Supervised Temporary 
Detention Facilities at FOB Hotel in Najaf, FOB Echo in 

"Diwaniyah, and FOB Lima in Karbala. 
Provided fiscal law review of operational and 

CMO/Civil Affairs projects and contract review as required 
with US, HN and TON contractors. Processed Solatia 
payments and Foreign Claims Act cases. Implemented and 
directly managed mass battle damage claims-condolence 
individual payouts as part of consequence management for 
the Najaf AO, on a scale previously unprecedented in 
theater following OIF I. This program utilized O&M 
Solatia, Commanders Emergency Response Program (CERP) 
funds, both Congressionally appropriated and Developmental 
Fund Iraq (DFI-"like") seized funds. Coordinated program 
implementation with Najaf Governor's office and Najaf Human 

"Rights Commission. Developed and directed a surge process 
^encompassing 35 translators, 16 claims adjuster teams and 
-clerks, processing 17,100 cases, approving payouts of 
13,000 people for $7.3 million dollars. Maintaining proper 

"record keeping and database management. This program 
^continues beyond this reporting period. Provided —- 
recommendations to I MEF SJA on process improvements to 
utilize in subsequent battle damage condolence repairs in 
Fallujah and elsewhere. 
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^ Supervised multiple combat related and other type 
'JAGMAN investigations. Conducted multiple military justice 
and legal assistance matters during this timeframe. 

Below is a list of Military Justice and Legal 
Assistance statistics documenting legal action within the 
11th MEU from 1 Jul 04 - 31 Dec 04. 

■ 
-Command Element 

fGeneral Courts-martial: 0 
:Special Courts-martial: 0 
SPCM Clemency Matters: 3 

-Summary Courts-martial: 1 
_Non-Judicial Punishment: 0 
Jslon-Judicial Punishment Appeals Reviewed: 0 
^JAGMAN Investigations/Pi's: 4 
Claims Reviewed & Processed: 17,100 
Foreign Claims Reviewed & Processed: 5 
Legal Assistance matters processed: 10 
-Legal Assistance Classes Conducted: 0 
Law of Armed Conflict/ROE classes conducted: 5 
Wills Prepared & Executed: 0 
Powers of Attorney Prepared & Executed: 10 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests processed 0 

Reviewed & Processed for the 11th MEU MSE's 

General Courts-martial: 0 
Special Courts-martial: 0 
Summary Courts-martial: 3 
Non-Judicial Punishment: 0 
Non-Judicial Punishment Appeals Reviewed: 1 
ADSEPs: 2 

JAGMAN Investigations: " 10 
Claims Reviewed & Processed: 20 
Legal Assistance matters processed 55 

|Legal Assistance Classes Conducted 0 
iLaw of War/Code of Conduct Classes Conducted 5 
Wills Prepared & Executed: 5 

-Powers of Attorney Prepared & Executed: 40 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS % 

In July, the Public Affairs (PA) office and embedded 
photographer Lucian Read of World Picture News photo agency 
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disembarked the USS Belleau Wood in Kuwait for Security and 
Stability Operations (SASO) training. Each day while in 
Kuwait, the Public Affairs Officer (PAO) and chief, GySgt 
Santiago Zapata, coordinated with various units of the MEU 
to have Cpl Matthew S. Richards, combat correspondent, and 
Cpls Richard S. Kotecki and Daniel J. Fosco, combat 
cameramen, participate and document the training. Lucian 
Read also participated and submitted photographs to his 
photo agency that were subsequently released back in the 
;United States. Coordination was also conducted with all 
MEU units for cruisebook photos. Despite the busy training 
.schedule, most units were able to take their photos. 
During this time, the PAO also read and conducted research 
about current and past events in Iraq, paying particular 
attention to Najaf and Diwaniyah. While the PA shop 
'encountered a MEF firewall that preventing from uploading 
.to the 11th MEU website, a temporary solution was found by 
sending the files to Headquarters Marine Corps Public 
Affairs, who would then upload them to the website. 

At the end of SASO training, Cpl Kotecki and Lucian 
Read took a ground convoy up to Forward Operating Base Echo 
in Diwaniyah, while the rest of the shop flew via KC-130 
and then CH-53E into Forward Operating Base Duke in Najaf. 
Upon arrival, the PA chief moved to FOB Echo, where he and 
Cpl Kotecki set up shop. The rest of the office remained 
lat FOB Duke. During the last two weeks in July, the PAO 
"conducted a left seat/right seat turnover with the Task 
Force Dragon PAO. While the shop's Marines took pictures 
and wrote articles, the PAO worked on the commanding 
officer's speech for the transfer of authority (TOA) 
ceremony, and prepared a press release for the TOA. On 31 
July, the 11th MEU assumed control of both Najaf and 
Qadisiyah provinces, and the PA shop responded to numerous 
media queries regarding the TOA. 

During the initial four days of August, the PAO 
traveled to FOB Echo and Babylon with the 11th MEU CO and 
staff, and met the 11th MEU's higher headquarters, the 

.-Polish-led Multi-National Division Central South. The PAO 
met with and discussed affairs with the MND-CS PAO and 
staff. On 2 Aug, CAAT-A got into a firefight with the 

^Madhi Militia, creating a media stir, which the PAO 
^responded to. On 4 Aug, the PAO accompanied the commanding 
officer to the Governor's compound in the evening to 
discuss media issues amongst other things. Returning late 
that night, the PAO was working when the Combat Operations 
Center learned about an initial attack on an Iraqi police 
station around 0100. As events unfolded and the station 
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came under two more attempted attacks, Cpl Richards joined 
.the quick reaction force based at FOB Hotel that responded, 
and began documenting combat operations as they began. As 
fighting broke out between 11th MEU forces and the Muqtada 
Militia, and a UH-1N Huey was shot down, a media fury began 
which the PAO responded to. On 6 Aug, Cpl Fosco caught a 
convoy down to FOB Hotel with 2nd Platoon, Charlie Company, 
and stayed with them as they reinforced BLT 1/4 in the Wadi 

-Al-Salem cemetery. Media from Baghdad also flew down to 
FOB Duke on a surprise visit that MNF-I hosted but didn't 

^coordinate with the MEU. Media included the New York 
Times, Chicago Tribune, CBS, Associated Press photo, 

-National Public Radio (NPR), Al-Iraqiya, Sunday Star Times 
"(New Zealand) , and the Guardian (British) . Quickly 
throwing something together, the Operations Officer gave an 
operations update to media, followed by questions and 
"answers. The commanding officer then followed, answering 
media's questions. Late that evening, GySgt Zapata and Cpl 
Kotecki flew into Duke to help augment the Najaf PA team. 
On 7 Aug, the PAO coordinated a second media visit, this 
time at FOB Hotel with the BLT 1/4 CO, Executive Officer, 
Operations Officer, Najaf Police Chief, and a 
representative from the Iraqi National Guard. The 
following media arrived via helicopter: Fox News (Tadek 
Markowski, John Templeton), NY Times (reporter Alex 
Berenson, photographer Tyler P. Hicks), LA Times (reporter 
Edmund Sanders, photographer Carolyn Cole), and Al-Sharq 
Al-Awsat (Baghdad/London newspaper, Salama Abdul Hassan), 
Al-Ofq (Baghdad newspaper, Ali Mohamed) and Al-Sharkiya 
(most popular TV station in Iraq, Kasim Fafaisel, Ali 
Mohamed). The Najaf police chief began the press 
conference, and then the BLT 1/4 commander made comments 
regarding recent operations against the Muqtada Militia. 
After the press conference, stand-up interviews were 
conducted. At the end of the event, Al Sharkiya, NY Times 
and LA Times were embedded with the MEU at FOB Hotel. The 
PA Marines also returned to Hotel with BLT 1/4. 

On 8 Aug, Prime Minister Allawi and Gen Casey visited 
:the MEU and the Governor's compound, and embedded media, 
local media and Arab press in Najaf such as Al Arabiya 
attended the visit. Once Al Arabiya went live from the 
compound, mortars began to land near the compound and the 
visit was cut short. Cpls. Fosco and Kotecki joined Alpha 
Company, and Cpl. Richards joined CAAT-B on a raid on a 
school, and were later ambushed as they were mounting their 
vehicles to leave. On 9 Aug, the MEU came under tactical 
control of I MEF vice MND-CS. On 10 Aug, Capt Tyson 
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Dunkelberger from MNC-I arrived at Duke to augment the PA 
shop, bringing more embedded media: CNN (talent Matthew 
Chance, cameraman Ken Tillis, bodyguard and cameraman Geoff 
Newport), Fox News (talent Tadek Markowski, cameraman Olaf 
Wiig); Washington Post (Karl Vick), Associated Press (Todd 
Pitman). These media were shared between BLT 1/4 and 1-5 
Cav. Al Sharkiya returned back to Baghdad, and Cpl 
Richards went on a patrol with CAAT-A that resulted in a 
firefight with militia members. 

On 12 Aug, a DVIDS satellite crew and more embedded 
""media arrived: NPR (Ivan Watson), Kuwait TV (Jabar Al 
Ttfeshdany, Aiaad Jabaar), Azzaman (most popular Iraqi 
^newspaper, Khalid Talib), Associated Press Photo (Jim 
MacMillian) and third man for Fox News crew (John Cookson). 

JJnexpectedly, a four-man NBC crew arrived at FOB Duke to 
-embed with 2/7 Cavalry, which the PAO coordinated. Cpls 
Richards, Fosco and Kotecki joined a raid on Sadr's 
neighborhood. Cpl Richards attached to CAAT-A and Cpl 
Fosco and Kotecki attached to Charlie Company. Early in 
Xhe morning on 13 Aug, Gunny Zapata went on a raid with 
Iraqi Commandos and their US trainers on the Salah Mosque 
in Kufa, taking video outside the mosque. On 13 Aug, the 
PAO conducted numerous live interviews using the DVIDS 
satellite system that aired on CNN, CNN International, BBC, 
Fox News, CBS, NBC, ABC, Associated Press TV, Associated 

-Press Radio, Reuters TV, Al Hurra TV, WSB Atlanta, and KOMO 
-TV Oklahoma, and additional local TV stations. Interview 
topics included the raid on Sadr's neighborhood, the direct 
action mission on Salah Mosque in Kufa with Iraqi 
Commandos, and the injury of Muqtada Sadr that morning. On 
14 Aug, PAO took the embedded media and DVIDS crew to the 
Governor's compound to cover negotiations between Sadr and 
the Iraqi Interim Government (IIG), and invited local Arab 
media to attend. The conference room ended up being packed 
with media, to include western and Arab media staying out 
in town. As the press briefing was about to begin, a Sadr 
representative entered the compound, and negotiations 

■continued. After media had waited for approximately an 
hour, the Governor came into the conference room to appease 
media, announcing that negotiations were underway and that 
a resolution had not resulted. He answered questions from 
the media for about 15 minutes. A couple of hours later, a 
second press conference was held, and the Iraqi National 
Security Advisor announced that negotiations had failed. 

On 15 Aug, the PAO conducted an interview with the 
Wall Street Journal, and on 16 Aug Capt Dunkelberger 
departed Najaf to return to Baghdad. Azzaman newspaper, 
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Kuwait TV, NPR, Associated Press, NBC and Fox News returned 
^to Baghdad to cover the Iraqi National Convention. Cpls 
=Fosco went on a patrol with Charlie Company. During the 
next couple of days, the PAO continued to support media 
queries from various media outlets, and supported planning 
for a possible assault on the Imam Ali Shrine by Iraqi 
forces. Planning involved what media would be embedded and 

„-with what unit, what the ground rules would be, how combat 
"camera assets would be utilized, and how the imagery and 

footage would be quickly brought back to the rear for 
:immediate release to media agencies. On 17 Aug, Cpls 
Zfosco, Richards and Kotecki visited an Iraqi police 
-station, documenting the distribution of new gear for the 
^policemen. On 19 Aug, Cpl Kotecki attached to B Company 
"for a raid in Kufa, Cpl Fosco attached to Recon as they 

conducted a blocking position for the raid, Cpl Richards 
attached to A Company for their raid in Kufa. On 20 Aug, 

-the Marines went to the police station again. 
On 21 Aug, A1 Sharqiya, Oman News Agency, and FOX News 

iembed with 11th MEU forces. Cpl Fosco attached to Recon 
"platoon and conducted a security patrol out in the city. 

On 22 Aug, more media embed with MEU forces: ABC (talent 
Stephanie Gosk, and cameraman Geoff Thorpe-Willet), Stars 

.and Stripes (Jason Chudy), and Getty Images (Joe Raedle), 
^who attached to 2/7 Cav. The PAO briefed the PA plan for 
"/an assault on the Imam Ali Shrine at the ROC drill, and 
-received approval from the Minister of Defense for the 

embedding of media with units entering the shrine (CNN). 
On 24 Aug, the PAO and chief set up a press briefing for 
the Minister of Defense at FOB Duke. Media in attendance 
were: Reuters TV and A1 Arabiya TV. Cpl Richards attached 
to CAAT-B during a patrol in Najaf. On 25 Aug, Cpls Fosco, 

\Kotecki and Richards attached to C Company, and assaulted 
} the Old City. On 26 Aug, the PAO answered numerous media 
'queries regarding mortars that hit the Kufa mosque, killing 

1 several Iraqis. Later that day, Grand Ayatollah Sistani 
brokered a cease-fire agreement with the IIG and Sadr. On 
28 Aug, all remaining embedded media arrived at FOB Duke 

-^and flew back to Baghdad (CNN, Fox, ABC, Washington Post, 
"■-LA Times, NY Times, AP Photo, Getty Images) . Stars and 

Stripes remained to cover activities around the base. The 
Inext few days consisted of media queries regarding the 
'"Sharia Court atrocities and the summary of fighting. 

Throughout the duration of the fight, the PA office 
also managed, coordinated and distributed combat camera 
coverage to higher headquarters, to include the imagery of 
Army and Air Force combat camera augments from Baghdad. 
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- The PA office also consistently put out press releases, 
^answered media queries not previously mentioned, sent daily 

fpupdates to a handful of media agencies (CNN, ABC, Reuters, 
Agency French Presse, Associated Press, Knight Ridder, 
Financial Times, National Public Radio), provided higher 
headquarters information for media briefings in Baghdad, 

-and posted articles and deployment updates concerning MEU 
activities on the 11th MEU website (www.usmc.mil/llthmeu) 

*and USMC website (www.usmc.mil). The PA office also 
-supported family readiness issues, answering e-mails from 

^'concerned family and friends and updating the Key Volunteer 
/"^call roster as augments to the MEU arrived. 

Of note, when writing press releases, the PAO tried to 
-^be predictive regarding the content of the releases, in an 
^attempt to lessen the number of follow-up questions from 
=imedia and to hopefully cut down on inaccurate reporting, 
^knowing that US forces are always painted as aggressors in 
- Arab and some western media, even when responding to a 

threat; US forces are almost always accused of causing 
-collateral damage, whether it is by dropped bombs or errant 

^rounds of ammunition; and US forces are often accused of 
isolating out a person or place (a cleric, a mosque, a 
neighborhood, a particular insurgent). The PA office also 
supported family readiness issues, answering e-mails from 
concerned family and friends. 

On 2-3 Sept, the PAO supported a 60 Minutes trip to 
■■^Najaf. PAO and Civil Affairs took the three man team 

(talent Scott Pelley, producer Shawn Efran, and cameraman 
Ian Robbie) to a reconstruction project in Kufa, arranged a 
reconstruction interview with Majid Jabreem (works in the 
governor's office and headed Najaf's reconstruction 
effort), conducted interviews with BLT 1/4 Marines involved 

1^in fighting in the cemetery, and visited the cemetery for 
^®more interviews on site. 
isia From 4-16 Sept, the PAO supported a PA/Reconstruction 

*:'?:1team to augment the Civil Military Operations Center at FOB 
Baker. PAO coordinated with BLT 1/4 for berthing and work 
spaces for the team, which included the 11th MEU PAO, MNC-I 

■4;PAO augment, DVIDS crew, Project and Contracting Office 
^ (PCO) PAO (Erich Langer) and Iraqi Reconstruction 

Management Office (IRMO) PAO (Theresa Shope). PAO 
i^coordinated with BLT 1/4 to get combat camera augments on 

security and civil affairs patrols for still and video 
imagery, which was then expeditiously sent up to higher 
headquarters for release. The PA/reconstruction team began 
planning and coordination for a reconstruction media day in 
Najaf, and the MEU PAO coordinated with BLT 1/4 for the 
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event. In total, four reconstruction media days were held. 
r^The first was 10 Sept, with the following media in 
^tcattendence: Fox News (talent Jula, cameraman Kevin 

Flowers), Chicago Tribune (Evan Osnos), Reuters photo 
(Aldin Aly), A1 Sabah newspaper (Mudhhir Al-Zuhairy), Ash 
Shariqiya TV, and Radio Dilja. The trip included a 
briefing by civil affairs officers Maj Amber Lehning and 

.^Maj Chuck Nelson, a tour of Najaf, one marketplace, two 
"^schools under reconstruction, and finished with a press 

^--conference with the governor. The second was on 13 Sept 
---i^and the following media attended: Knight Ridder (Soraya 

Nelson), Agency French Presse photo (Ahmed Al-Rubaie), ABC, 
A1 Sabah newspaper (Mudhhir Al-Zuhairy), BBC Radio (Shadda 
Muhammad), Al-Hurriya TV. The trip included a civil 
affairs briefing, a tour of the city, visits to a the Waffa 

"police station to watch police train, two schools— one 
complete and one under reconstruction—, and a interview 

l with Majid Jabreem. The third event was on 16 Sept, and 
was attended by BGen. Erv Lessel (MNF-I Strategic 

^Communications), RADM Slavonic (MNF-I PAO), and the 
"following media: A1 Arabiya (talent Jawad Kadum, cameraman 

Mohamen Hussien), Kuwait News Network (talent Jabur A1 
Mahhdany, cameraman Hugy Ismael), LA Times (Patrick 
McDonnell), Boston Globe (Anne Bernard ), CBS 

""/(talent/cameraman Siphiow Ralo, soundman Trevor Barker) , 
"Russia 1 TV (talent Nickoli Koutryashow, cameraman Andrey 

Leomox). Media were given a tour of the city, visited the 
^Fast Reaction Unit police station where they observed 
"^training and spoke with policemen; visited the Imam Ali 
-School to observe the reconstruction effort; visited the 
Governor's compound for interview with Majid; toured the 
Old City with the Governor's representative for the Old 

-.-^City. In-between each visit, new sites were researched, 
^'interviews with Marines and Iraqi government officials set 
ii^iip, a route reconnaissance completed, fact sheets compiled, 

-'logistics planned (transportation, security, continental 
breakfast and refreshments for on the move). 

On 21 Sept, combat camera supported imagery 
iacquisition of items recovered from raid and detention of 
Sadr supporters, to include his spokesperson in Najaf, 
Ahmed Shaybani, in the Old City. Throughout the next 

".-"fcouple of days, the PAO answered numerous media queries 
"regarding raid and reconstruction projects. 

On 28 Sept, the PAO conducted the fourth 
reconstruction media event. Media in attendance were: Al 
Sharkiya TV, Al Fayhaa TV, Free Iraq Radio, Al Arabiya TV, 
Al Hurriya Newspaper, Telegraph Newspaper (British 
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newspaper, Jack Fairweather), and New York Times (James 
---.Glanz) . Media were given a civil affairs briefing, visited 

•_-:^£rithe Fast Reaction Police station and interviewed the police 
chief, visited the Teaching Hospital, and conducted an 
interview with Majid Jabreem. Upon end of event, media and 
the PAO flew back to Baghdad. The PAO attended a MNF-I 
Public Affairs conference from 29 Sept- 1 Oct. 

In October, the PA office continued to answer numerous 
-""media queries regarding reconstruction efforts, condolence 
^payments, and hometown media queries regarding 11th MEU 

-^troops. On 11 Oct, the PAO began to support condolence 
•payments out in town, which would continue every Monday 

^-thereafter. During the solatia processing, the PA 
supported numerous media interviews by Arab and western 

"media attending the event, to include A1 Hurra, Ad-Dustor, 
^Associated Press TV, A1 Iraqiya, etc. On 12 Oct, the PA 

--.shop supported the ING graduation in Diwaniyah, which was 
•attended by Prime Minister Allawi. Media in attendance 
were: Al-Arabiya, A1 Iraqiya, A1 Hayt Magazine, Reuters, 

-London Times, and the local Diwaniyah TV station and 
"newspaper. On 14 Oct, the PAO coordinated a press briefing 
at the Governor's compound for Ambassador Negroponte. 
Media in attendance were: A1 Hurra TV, A1 Ghadeer TV, A1 
Alem, AL Mada Newspaper; A1 Manar (Lebanese TV) , Lebanese 
Broadcast Channel, CNN, Associated Press, Knight Bidder, 

J Washington Post, LA Times, and Reuters. The PAO also at 
-this time began planning a public affairs plan for 
.^elections registration, and arranged for Lucian Read to 
"embed with 3/1 in Falluja. On 23 Oct, the PAO coordinated 

local Arab media to attend a ING barracks groundbreaking 
ceremony in Najaf. 

From 2-15 Nov, the PAO and MEU elections 
"" - J, representative displaced to FOB Hotel to work with an 

Selections cell from MEF that included a Information Quick 
- ^Reaction Team with a DVIDS system. During this time, the 

PAO worked on a plan to get information about elections 
registration out in town, to include billboards, banners, 
information on local TV stations and the newspaper. The 

JjPAO also helped the DVIDS satellite team set up media 
"interviews regarding elections and reconstruction projects 
in Najaf. On 4 Nov, the PAO and IQRT met with the 

--^-Independent Elections Committee Iraq (IECI) representative 
"at the Governor's compound. The DVIDS crew also conducted 

one Arabic and one English interview with the governor 
regarding elections to market to media. On 9 Nov, the DVIDS 
crew conducted a live interview with Maj Lehning, civil 
affairs officer, with FOX News. On 10 Nov, the DVDIS crew 
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^conducted an interview with the Najaf Governor with CNN 
iuSA, CNN INternational, and A1 Hurra. On 26 Nov, local 
uriedia in Diwaniyah covered the transfer of authority 
between 11th MEU forces and MND-CS forces. 

On 5 Dec, Cpls Kotecki and Fosco head back to the 
United States to EAS. On 9 Dec, BGen Williams, the 
military head of reconstruction in Iraq, visited Najaf with 

^reporters from the Economist, Financial Times and Ashwaq 
al-Awsat newspaper. In December the MEU marketed out 

^numerous hometown media interviews regarding the status of 
jtfajaf. On Dec 16 the PA chief departed for Karbala, which 

-iwas officially transferred to 11th MEU forces on 21 Dec. 
^The local Karbala TV station attended the ceremony. On 17 
-Dec, the PAO invited the local TV stations Najaf TV and A1 
Gahdeer to attend a humanitarian assistance operation in 

'Hyderia. For the rest of the month, the PAO answered media 
queries regarding the 18 Dec car bombs in Najaf and 

-Karbala, a car bomb on 25 Dec, and the shooting of an ING 
on 28 Dec. 

After fighting ended on 27 Aug, members of the PA 
'office continued to work on the 208 page, all color, 

deployment book. Group photos were completed, photos 
collected from the units, layout begun, and books sold for 
$10 each. The cost of each book is $30, but the MEU 

..subsidized the cost with other funds they were able to 
receive from MCCS. 

The PAO office also supported family readiness 
;programs and issues, MWR activities, the distribution of 
fmore than 100 care packages for 11th MEU Marines, and 
"updated the 11th MEU webpage every few days with photos and 
articles and a new deployment update every week. The 
combat cameramen stayed busy taking photos and submitting 

^them to MEF combat camera for distribution, as well as 
staking promotion photos for 11th MEU Marines and sailors. 
JtGunny Zapata and Cpl Richards continued to write articles 
^about 11th MEU Marines and activities. 
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SECTION III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
01 JUL - 31 DEC 04 

6 - 11 Jul 

6 - 12 Jul 

Ce. - 14 Jul 

-9 - 13 Jul 

3 - 16 Jul 

16-17 Jul 

17 - 18 Jul 

21 Jul 

^31 Jul 

2-26 Aug 

^5 Aug 
"r-l 

•vi 

Off load ESG shipping 

Movement to Camp Virginia 

Vehicle hardening 

Leaders reconnaissance to 11th MEU(SOC) 
TAOR, I MEF, 1 MARDIV, 1 FSSG 

Live fire training at the Udari Range 
Complex 

Ground movement (Quartering Party) from 
Camp Virginia, Kuwait to An Najaf, Iraq 

Air movement (Quartering Party) from 
Camp Virginia, Kuwait to An Najaf, Iraq 

Relief in Place (RIP) with TF Dragon 
(1ID) 

Transfer of Authority (TOA) between TF 
Dragon and 11th MEU(SOC) 

Hostilities in An Najaf 

-MM conducts multiple harassing attack 
from the Najaf Cemetery on the Main IP 
Station and the Governor requested CF 
assistance 
-Motorized QRF, CAAT(+), from FOB Hotel 
was deployed 
-0830 QRF was engaged vicinity of the 
Main IP Station by an estimated 300 MM 
located in and around the Najaf 
Cemetery. QRF returned fire and 
requested mechanized QRF 
-A mechanized QRF (AAVs, LAVs and • 
MlAls) was dispatched to reinforce the 
forces engaged 
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-RWCAS was launched to provide on-call 
CAS 
-1 X UH-1N was shot down with two 
crewmembers sustaining injuries 
-Mechanized QRF rerouted to secure the 
site of the downed aircraft 
-A Co, 1/4 ordered to deploy from FOB 
Echo in Diwaniyah to reinforce 
battalion in Najaf 
-An Najaf Governor orders ING and IPS 
to seal Kufa and Najaf 
-JCC coordinated the reinforcement of 
TCPs with additional ISF along avenues 
of approach leading into Najaf 
-1XUH-1N recovered to Forward Operating 
Base Hotel 
-MSPF and BLT Recon dispatched to 
reinforce TCP 1 
-11th MEU CO requests additional 
maneuver battalion to support combat 
operations in Najaf 
-Report from MNC-I Via MND-CS indicated 
that "Busloads of MM Reinforcements,, 

are moving towards Najaf from Baghdad 
and An Nasiriyah 
-MNC-I/MND-CS relayed plan to reinforce 
11th MEU with a BN TF from 1CD 
-Alpha Company completed its movement 
and link up with BLT 1/4 
-Intelligence reports MM Command 
Element in charge of "Cemetery 
Defenses" was overrun and destroyed by 
Marine forces. 130 estimated MM killed 
-TF 1-5 Cavalry ADVON arrives FOB Duke 
-Upon approval from CG MNC-I, BLT 1/4 
(-) (rein) attacks to clear MM forces 
within eastern sector of Najaf Cemetery 

-BLT 1/4 continues the attack in the 
Najaf cemetery 
-Link up between the 11th MEU(SOC) and 
lead elements of TF 1-5 Cav 
-Numerous weapons caches also uncovered 
yielding thousands of rounds of 
ammunition, hundreds of RPG's, AK-47s, 
and IED making material 
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7 Aug -ING raid a Sadr safehouse 
-TF 1-5 Cav main body arrives FOB Duke 
BLT 1/4 reaches Limit Of Advance (Rte 
Hayes) 

8 Aug -BLT 1/4 withdraws from Najaf Cemetery 
to refit and rearm 
-I MEF (Forward) assumes operational 
control 
-Exclusion Zones for Najaf and Kufa 
reduced 

-9 Aug -TF 1-5 attacks to clear western sector 
•4- of Najaf Cemetery 

• 5 -11th MEU (SOC) CHOPs (Change of 
Operational Control) to Multi-National 
Force-West (I-MEF) 

10 Aug TF 2-7 Cav arrives FOB Duke 

11 Aug -A Co, 404th ING returns to Diwaniyha 
-First cessation of offensive 
operations (24 hours) directed by MNC-I 

.12 Aug -TF 2-7 Cav attacks in zone to clear MM 
--f: forces. Lead element engaged at 064 5 

-TF 2-7 occupies BPs SW Najaf 
4;- -All three-maneuver battalions are in 
4 contact with the enemy and surround 

Imam Ali Mosque Complex 
-BLT 1/4 raid on Sadr's house and 
Maternity Hospital 

^ -TF Commando raids Salah Mosque in Kufa 
za 

";2i3 Aug -Second cessation of offensive 
*7 operations (24 hours) directed by MNC-I 

-Sadr reportedly wounded 

^-14 Aug -First day of Iraqi National Assembly 
(through Aug 16) 

Z119 Aug -2nd Bn IIF closes on FOB Duke 
-IP Station Kufa attacked 
-BLT 1/4 conducts destruction raid in 
Kufa (Technical College) 
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Third cessation of offensive operations 
(24 hours) directed by MNC-I 

-BLT 1/4 raids Kufa (Technical College) 
-TF 1-5 Cav conducts probing attack 
west of parking garage. Heavy 
resistance encountered 

-Rehearse Of Concept (ROC) drill for 
deliberate attack on MEF OBJ A 
conducted at FOB Duke. LTG Metz (CG 
MNC-I) and LtGen Conway (CG MNF-W) in 
attendance 

-LTG Metz (MNC-I) arrives FOB Duke to 
receive mission update for immediate 
attack on MEF OBJ A (Imam Ali Mosque) 

-4th BN IIF Bn closes on FOB Echo 
-All three maneuver battalions are now 
conducting urban combat operations 
inside Ring Road 
-FW strikes on multiple building 
occupied by MM forces 

-Fourth cessation of offensive 
operations directed by MNC-I 
-Negotiations begin between the Grand 
Ayatollah Sistani and Muqtada Sadr 

-Grand Ayatollah Sistani received keys 
to the Imam Ali Mosque 

-MEU relinquished TACON of 36th Commando 

-CG 3d MAW visits Marines of HMM-166 

-MEU relinquished TACON of TF 1-5 Cav 

-IIF, IP, and ING commenced clearing 
operations in Old City Najaf 

-MEU relinquished TACON of TF 2-7 Cav 

-IIF executes raid on Sadrs' office in 
Old City Najaf 
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-CAAT B hit by IED 

-IIF redeployed 
-Ambassadors Jeffries and Taylor and 
Admiral Nash visit Najaf 

-MSPF, USSF ODA, and the ICTF conduct a 
Direct Action mission vie Sadr Offices 
in Old City Najaf 

-MEU Solatia team establishes a claims 
payment site at the Government 
Information Center (GIC) 

MSPF and ODA 512 conduct Direct Action 
mission on suspected A1 Qaida VBIED 
maker 

MEU Solatia team conducts payments at 
GIC 

PM Allawi visits Najaf 

Operation Exxon 

I MEF Elections OPT 

Operation Exxon 

MEU wide safety stand-down 

Operation Exxon 

MEU Force Recon Platoon and ANGLICO FCT 
depart for Fallujah ISO Operation 
Phantom Fury 

MEU Solatia team conducts payments at 
GIC 

LTGEN Kiszely DCG MNF-I visits Najaf 

155 BCT PDSS visits Najaf 

Operation Exxon 

Bravo 1/4 (+) TACON to 1 Mar Div 
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• - 7,^: 1 Nov 
-i 

Iraqi National Election registration 
begins 

4 Nov Force package in place at Fallujah for 
Operation PHANTOM FURY 

• - Nov Operation Cover Up 

* 6 Nov Operation Exxon 

8 Nov MEU Solatia team conducts payments at 
GIC 

^9 Nov BGEN Medina visits Marines and Sailors 
of 11th MEU(SOC) 

10 Nov Marine Corps birthday celebration with 
special guest BGEN Medina 

11 Nov TF Charlie departs for FOB Kalsu ISO 24 
MEU bridge rebuilding effort 

., 14 Nov TF Charlie mission complete 

Operation Exxon 

Operation Exxon 

HA mission in Ash Shaifiyah 

15 Nov 

•* if 

MEU Solatia team conducts payments at 
GIC 

: 18 Nov 
/• - {. 

Provincial Gas station opens in Najaf 

19 Nov MEU forces conduct cordon and knock 

HA mission in Diwaniyah 

' 22 Nov MEU Solatia team conducts payments at 
GIC 

6 Dec MEU Solatia team conducts payments at 
GIC 
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Ambassador Taylor arrives FOB Duke for 
update and tour of CA projects 

LTGEN Sattler arrives FOB Duke for 
operational update and tour of CA 
projects 

Quartering Party departs for Camp Lima, 
Karbala 

MEU Solatia team conducts payments at 
GIC 

Main body departs for Camp Lima, 
Karbala 

HA mission in A1 Hyderia 

VBIED detonates in An Najaf 

TOA in Karbala 

VBIED detonates north of FOB Hotel 
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SECTION IV 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Item 1 11th MEU Family Newsletter "Yankee Post", 
Public affairs section; Feb-Mar. 

  

"t'Stem 2 11th MEU Family newsletter "Pacific Pride," 
V"- Public Affairs section; Mar-Apr. 

^Item 3 Stories written by Combat Correspondent, 
Public Affairs section; Jan-Mar. 

"Item 4 11th MEU cruise book. Public Affairs 
- section. 

T 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

>RESS RELEASE #04-08 July 31, 2004 

fFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

. FOB DUKE — The 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) 
"assumed operational control of the An Najaf and A1 Qadisiyah provinces from the U.S. 
_ Army during a ceremony here today. 

Working for the Polish-led Multi-National Division Central South (MND-CS), 11th 
MEU Marines will focus on full spectrum operations that include combat operations; 

_ training, equipping and building leadership in the Iraqi security forces, and conducting 
civil military operations in their area of responsibility south of Baghdad. 

Operating from three bases outside the major cities of An Najaf and Ad Diwaniyah, and 
one air station west of Baghdad, the MEU's aim will be to support Iraq's sovereignty, 
enable Iraqis to take the lead in their own defense, and set the stage for national elections. 
As the Iraqi national guardsmen, local police and border police assume greater 
responsibilities and build their strength, MEU forces will stand ready to support them in 
combat operations if called upon. 

In this effort for security and stability, a battalion of El Salvadorian infantrymen, along 
with Army civil affairs teams, engineers and military police, will augment the MEU's 
own combination of infantry, helicopters, tanks, artillery, mechanized and motorized 
vehicles, and support assets. 

The MEU's area of operations holds great historical and current significance. An Najaf, 
population 550,000, is home to Iraq's top Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani and 
the radical Shiite cleric Muqtada Sadr and his Mahdi Army. The 10th-century Imam Ali 
Shrine and its neighboring cemetery make Najaf one of the holiest cities for Shiite 
Muslims. Ad Diwaniyah, population 450,000, is located on a branch of the Euphrates 
River and on the Baghdad-Basra railroad. 

Background: 

After five months of rigorous training, the 11th MEU, based out of Camp Pendleton, 
Calif, deployed a month early on May 28 to replace elements of the 2nd Armored 
Cavalry Regiment. Sailing aboard the amphibious assault ships USS Belleau Wood, USS 
Denver and USS Comstock, the MEU offloaded in Kuwait July 7. After conducting 



."" training for support and stability operations, MEU Marines loaded vehicle convoys and 
military aircraft headed for Iraq. 

Upon arrival in country, the MEU began a 10-day turnover with Task Force Dragon, 
comprised of elements of the 1st Infantry Division. This task force assumed control of 
the area of operations in June, relieving the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment who had 

-been extended twice in Iraq. 

J^ The 11th MEU's current deployment is different than most. Instead of remaining aboard 
.^ship and acting as a quick response force in the U.S. Central Command area of 
-^operations, MEU Marines will remain in Iraq for the duration of their deployment. 

The 11th MEU (SOC) is commanded by Col. Anthony M. Haslam. 

■ .t: 
" * For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu usmc.mil 

* Visit the 11th MEU website at www. 1 lmeu.usmc.mil or www.usmc.mil/1 Ithmeu 

. rr: vM: ' 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

^PRESS RELEASE #04-09 Aug. 2, 2004 

XFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FOB DUKE ~ Marines from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations 
Capable) came under smail arms, RPG and mortar fire while driving past the An Najaf 
Maternity Hospital during a peaceful security patrol in the city today. 

Marines were patrolling in areas of the city authorized under the cease-fire agreement 
reached in June between coalition forces and Muqtada Sadr's self-designated Madhi 
Army, as brokered by the Governor of Najaf, other local civic leaders and the Bayt al- 
Shia (the informal counsel of senior Shia clerics). 

Marines returned well-aimed fire, taking caution to avoid all non-combatants. It is 
estimated that two Anti-Iraqi Forces were killed during the engagement. 

There were no Marine casualties. 

- 11th MEU Marines stand committed with the citizens of the An Najaf province against 
- those who violently oppose a new and democratic Iraq. Let Anti-Iraqi Forces understand 

the clear message that precise, lethal firepower will be brought to bear upon them when 
they chose to stand and fight. 

^ The 11th MEU assumed control of the An Najaf and A1 Qadisiyah provinces on July 31, 
• and are conducting operations in order to foster a secure and stable environment for the 
| citizens of the two provinces. 

ja * For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

* Visit the 11th MEU website at www. 11 meu.usmc.mil or www.usmc.mil/1 Ithmeu 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
^ ^ (Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

. PRESS RELEASE #04-010 Aug. 3, 2004 

--FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE 

.: FOB DUKE - A Marine assigned to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit died today as a 
. ^ result of a non-hostile gunshot wound. 

.if® 
~ The incident is under investigation. 

The Marine's name is being withheld pending next of kin notification. 

-USMC- 

' - ^ 

. ■ * 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public AffairsOffice 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

PRESS RELEASE #04-11 Aug. 5, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

-FOB DUKE — A quick reaction force from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit was 
dispatched at the request of the governor of An Najaf province after the city's main Iraqi 
police station was attacked for the second time this morning. 

A significant number of aggressors, presumed to be members of the self-designated 
Madhi Army, began attacking the station with heavy machine guns, RPGs, mortars, and 
small arms around 3 a.m. This came after an initial attack on the police station around 1 
a.m. was unsuccessful. 

Iraqi national guardsmen quickly reinforced Iraqi police, and the two units successfully 
defended the station from the attackers. Upon arrival of the Marines, Madhi Army 
members withdrew into the city's exclusion zone. No shots were fired by the Marines, 
and there were no Marine casualties. Enemy casualties are unknown at this time. 

The attack is an overt violation of the cease-fire agreement reached in June between 
coalition forces and Muqtada Sadr, as brokered by the Governor of Najaf, other local 
civic leaders and the Bayt al-Shia (the informal counsel of senior Shia clerics). Attacking 
local police, whose sole job is to maintain peace in Najaf and keep its citizens safe, is 
another demonstration of the Madhi Army's disregard for the people of the city, and their 
desire to prevent a free and prosperous Iraq. 

The attacks this morning come on the heels of the Madhi Army's release yesterday of five 
of the six Iraqi police officers kidnapped in the past few days. The action occurred after 
the governor of Najaf, Adnan al-Zurufi, demanded their release. 

On Aug. 2., 11th MEU Marines conducting a joint security patrol with Iraqi national 
guardsmen outside the exclusion zone in Najaf were alerted by the guardsmen to RPGs 
visibly staged in a lot near the An Najaf Maternity Hospital, close to Sadr's home. As the 
Marines moved to investigate the scene, they came under small arms, RPG and mortar 
fire. The Marines returned fire, supported by the Iraqi soldiers, killing an estimated 
seven Madhi Army soldiers. The Marines suffered one injury, though minor; the Marine 
immediately returned to his unit. 



Eleventh MEU Marines stand committed with the citizens of the An Najaf province 
-.4^ against those who violently oppose a new and democratic Iraq. Let Anti-Iraqi Forces 
v-*- understand the clear message that precise, lethal firepower will be brought to bear upon 

them when they choose to stand and fight. 

The 11th MEU assumed control of the An Najaf and A1 Qadisiyah provinces on July 31. 
and are conducting operations in order to foster a secure and stable environment for the 
citizens of the two provinces. 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l Imeu.usmc.mil 

f?. * Visit the 11th MEU website at www. 1 lmeu.usmc.mil or www.usmc.mil/1 Ithmeu 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

IMPRESS RELEASE #04-12 Aug. 5, 2004 

JIFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

4 FOB DUKE — Members of radical Shitte cleric Muqtada al-Sadr's self-designated 

-jE. Muqtada Militia launched attacks on 11th MEU Marines and Iraqi security forces today 
45 from the Imam Ali-Shrine and neighboring cemetery, both located in an exclusion zone 

~ in the city of Najaf., violating international laws of war and a cease-fire agreement signed 
by Sadr and Iraqi officials in June. 

Muqtada Militia members also attacked Marines, Iraqi police and national guardsmen 
throughout other parts of the city, to include the governor's building and road 
checkpoints. 

At approximately 10:45, Marines and security forces received more than 30 mortar 
attacks, originating from within the cemetery. The Marines counter-attacked the point of 
origin of the mortar fire with two guided bombs from an F-15 jet, striking out of effects 
range of the Imam Ali Shrine. Great efforts were made to minimize collateral damage to 
the shrine and cemetery. While the laws of war normally identify mosques and 

• cemeteries as protected places, such sites forfeit that status if used for military purposes. 
In this case, the mortar site within the cemetery became a legitimate military objective, 
targeted out of necessity and self-defense. 

J The cemetery in the exclusion zone is continuously used as a safe haven for the Muqtada 
- Militia. They have hijacked the sacred site, using it as a base of operations to stage large 

. ^ caches of weapons and launch attacks from within, while seeking sanctuary in the holy 
area. 

From the beginning 
• • ^ •75 

? JS Fighting began at 1 a.m. this morning when the Muqtada Militia unsuccessfully attacked 
the main police station in Najaf. Iraqi national guardsmen quickly reinforced the police, 

" -4 and the two units successfully defended the station from the attackers for a second time at 
approximately 3 a.m. At the request of the governor of An Najaf province, Adnan al- 
Zurufi, Marines launched a quick reaction force to assist. Upon arrival of the Marines, 
Muqtada Militia members withdrew into the city's exclusion zone. No shots were fired 
by the Marines, and there were no Marine casualties. 



At approximately 10 a.m., a Marine helicopter made a landing in the city after receiving 
fire. Marines secured the site and evacuated the aircrew to a local hospital. Both 
members of the crew are in stable condition 

Today's attacks are an overt violation of the cease-fire agreement reached in June 
between coalition forces and Muqtada al-Sadr, as brokered by the Governor of Najaf, 
other local civic leaders and the Bayt al-Shia (the informal counsel of senior Shia clerics). 
Tn addition, such attacks on the governor's building, Iraqi police, national guardsmen and 

"coalition forces demonstrate the Muqtada Militia's disregard for the people of the city, 
Jand their desire to prevent a free and prosperous Iraq. 

f Eleventh MEU Marines stand committed with the citizens of the An Najaf province 
fagainst those who violently oppose a democratic Iraq. Let Anti-Iraqi Forces understand 
. the clear message that precise, lethal firepower will be brought to bear upon them when 
' they choose to stand and fight. 

Combat operations are ongoing. Friendly and enemy casualties are unknown at this time. 

Background 

The attacks today come on the heels of the Muqtada Militia's release yesterday of five of 
the six Iraqi police officers kidnapped in the past few days. The action occurred after the 
governor of An Najaf province demanded their release. 

^On Aug. 2., 11th MEU Marines conducting a joint security patrol with Iraqi national 
guardsmen outside the exclusion zone in Najaf were alerted by the guardsmen to RPGs 
visibly staged in a lot near the An Najaf Maternity Hospital, close to Sadr's home. As the 

' Marines moved to investigate the scene, they came under small arms, RPG and mortar 
fire. The Marines returned fire, supported by the Iraqi soldiers, killing an estimated 
seven Muqtada Militia members. The Marines suffered one injury, though minor; the 
Marine immediately returned to his unit. 

The 11th MEU assumed control of the An Najaf and A1 Qadisiyah provinces on July 31, 
and are conducting operations in order to foster a secure and stable environment for the 
citizens of the two provinces. 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@.l lmeu.usmc.mil 

* Visit the 11th MEU website at www. 1 Imeu.usmc.mil or www usmc.mil/l Ithmeu 

--USMC— 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

(Special Operations Capable) 

PRESS RELEASE #04-013 Aug. 5, 2004 

JJfor immediate release 

M FOB DUKE - Two Marines from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit were killed as a 
-^ result of enemy action in the An Najaf province today. 

^ Eleventh MEU force protection measures preclude the release of any information that 
could aid enemy personnel in assessing the effectiveness or lack thereof with regard to 
their tactics, techniques and procedures. The release of more details about the incident 
could place our Marines and sailors at greater risk. 

The names of the deceased are being withheld pending next of kin notification. 

- USMC - 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

^PRESS RELEASE #04-014 Aug. 6, 2004 

-FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

-^ FOB DUKE — Two Marines from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit were killed as a 
^.result of enemy action in the An Najaf province today. 

^Eleventh MEU force protection measures preclude the release of any information that 
• could aid enemy personnel in assessing the effectiveness or lack thereof with regard to 
their tactics, techniques and procedures. The release of more details about the incident 

s could place our Marines and sailors at greater risk. 

The names of the deceased are being withheld pending next of kin notification. 

- USMC - 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office1 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

JJpRESS RELEASE #04-015 Aug. 7, 2004 

Xfor immediate release 

^FOB DUKE - Marines from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit completed its mission 
-Jin the cemetery after a successful battle with members of the radical Shiite cleric 

Muqtada al-Sadr's Muqtada Militia, as Iraqi security forces continued to fight militia 
7 members inside the city. 
"TC- 

*• Numerous enemy weapons caches were also uncovered and captured by the Marines 
during the fighting, yielding lED-making material, RPGs, AK-47s, and machine gun 
ammunition. 

Marines entered the cemetery Thursday, supported by Marine and Army helicopters and 
Air Force jets, and immediately engaged in heavy fighting with the militia members that 
lasted two days. Since then, an estimated 300 enemy were killed. The Marines have 
suffered four killed in action. 

-.4 The assault by the Marines was a result of the Muqtada Militia launching numerous 
attacks from the sacred site, violating international laws of war and the cease-fire 
agreement between Sadr and coalition forces. The agreement, negotiated in June by the 
Governor of Najaf and other local civic and religious leaders, included the creation of an 
exclusion zone for coalition forces around the Imam Ali Shrine and its neighboring 

^ cemetery. 

Immediately upon reaching this agreement, Muqtada Militia wasted no time in using the 
cemetary as an operating base, hiding in its sanctuary. They began by staging large 
weapons caches in the cemetery. Activity increased over time, to include sporadic 

^offensive operations against Iraqi Security Forces and several kidnappings of Iraqi police, 
:: whose bodies were branded before being released by militiamen. The Muqtada Militia 

51' kidnapped their enemies, including innocent civilians, bringing them to the cemetery for 
J torture, execution, and burial. On Thursday morning, attacks on the main police station 

— in Najaf originated from and were reinforced from the cemetery. Soon mortar fire, 
originating from the cemetery, targeted and rained down close to Iraqi Security Forces 
and Marines until the enemy firing position was destroyed by an F-l 5 fighter jet. Militia 
fighters were continually observed in the holy site replenishing themselves with weapons 
and ammunition staged there. 



V Approximately 5 km in length and 3 km at its widest point, the cemetery stands in stark 
"gr. contrast to a typical western one, fairly open and filled with headstones. Instead, there 
^ii'are multi-story, mausoleum-like buildings surrounded by walls, roughly constructed with 

concrete and brick. These buildings make perfect bunkers and hardened positions. In 
addition to caves and underground rooms, the cemetery makes a perfect hiding and 
operating base for Muqtada Militia and their weapons caches. 

11 While the international laws of armed conflict normally identify sites like this as 

ff protected places, such status is forfeited if the site is used for military purposes. The 
actions of the Muqtada Militia make the cemetery a legitimate military objective, which 
were only assaulted due to necessity and self-defense. During the fighting, great efforts 

t were made on the part of the Marines to minimize collateral damage and preserve the 
cemetery. 

-^ Let the Muqtada Militia clearly understand that 11th MEU Marines and Iraqi Security 
"5Forces will not allow them to seek sanctuary and hijack this holy cemetery from the 
^ people of Iraq. We will not allow them to continue to desecrate this sacred site, using it 
-. as an insurgent base of operations. There will be no sanctuary for thugs and criminals in 

' Najaf. 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

* Visit the 11th MEU website at www. 1 lmeu.usmc.mil or www.usmc.mil/1 Ithmeu ,     

'tk —USMC— 

-■irL-. 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

i^PRESS RELEASE #04-016 Aug. 9, 2004 

^FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

" FOB DUKE — Forces with the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit and the Iraqi security 
^forces continue to battle Anti-Iraqi Forces in Najaf today in an effort to rid the city of 
..those who break the rules of law and order. 

In response to current enemy operations in the sacred Wadi A1 Salam cemetery, MEU 
forces are currently fighting Anti-Iraqi Forces and capturing numerous weapons caches 

- found in the holy site's catacombs and mausoleums. 

The current MEU offensive kicked off yesterday when AIF, who fled into mosques and 
buildings surrounding the Imam Ali Shrine after an initial Marine assault on Friday, 

f- began to once again operate and launch attacks from the cemetery. AIF today are 
conducting the same tactics — launching attacks from the cemetery and surrounding 
areas, only to immediately run back and seek sanctuary in the mosques and buildings 

r surrounding the Imam Ali Shrine. 

Early this morning, at the request of the governor of An Najaf province, MEU and Iraq 
National Guard forces kicked off several joint raids on suspected AIF positions. While 
enemy were not found at these sites, Marine and ING troops successfully fought off an 
attempted enemy ambush as they retrograded through the city after their mission. No 

5 Marines or ING forces were killed. 

In a move to operate efficiently, members of Najaf s ING and portions of neighboring 
ING units were put under operational control of the 11th MEU yesterday. This action 
will allow for a more effective integration with ING forces, as both units fight side-by- 
side against enemy forces that threaten the peace and stability of Najaf. In addition, ING 
soldiers received a shipment of hundreds of AK-47 machine guns and crates of 

JM ammunition. 

Also working directly for the MEU are two reinforced U.S. Army infantry battalions, and 
a U.S. Army helicopter battalion. Units are: 

Task Force ask Force 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division 



Task Force 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division _— 

Task Force 1st Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 1 st Cavalry Division 

•Current MEU offensives are a result of AIF operating from the sacred cemetery and 
•^surrounding mosques and buildings, violating international laws of war and the cease-fire 
" agreement between Muqtada al-Sadr and coalition forces. The agreement, negotiated in 

vl* June by the Governor of Najaf and other lodal civic and religious leaders, included the 
-a- ^ creation of an exclusion zone for coalition forces around the Imam Ali Shrine and its 

''4,.;: neighboring cemetery. 

; i Upon reaching this agreement, AIF wasted no time in using the holy site as an operating 
base. Using it as sanctuary, they began by staging large weapons caches there. Activity 
increased over time, to including sporadic offensive operations against Iraqi security 

"Ti forces and kidnapping Iraqi policemen. The AIF kidnapped their victims, including 
innocent civilians, bringing them to the cemetery for torture, execution, and burial. 

" - While the international laws of armed conflict normally identify such sites as protected 
places, that status is forfeited if it is used for military purposes. AIF actions make the 
cemetery a legitimate military objective, which is being assaulted out of necessity and 
self-defense. During the fighting, great efforts were made on the part of the Marines to 
minimize collateral damage and preserve the cemetery. 

" - "Let the AIF clearly understand that 11th MEU Marines and Iraqi Security Forces will 
not allow them to seek sanctuary and hijack this holy cemetery from the people of Iraq," 

V said Col Anthony M. Haslam, commanding officer of the 11th MEU. "We will not allow 
- 'them to continue to desecrate this sacred site, using it as an insurgent base of 

operations. There will be no sanctuary for thugs and criminals in Najaf." 

"77 For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

* * Visit the 11th MEU website at www. 1 lmeu.usmc.mil or www.usmc.mil/1 Ithmeu 

—USMC— 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

If PRESS RELEASE #04-018 Aug. 13, 2004 

JI'for immediate release 

- FOB DUKE - Iraqi Security Forces, augmented by Marines of the 11th Marine 
^Expeditionary Unit, conducted a raid before dawn today on Muqtada Militia troops using 
Jr" a mosque in Kufa as a militant stronghold. The Iraqi Security Forces, who entered and 
1: cleared the building of militia members, were supported by Marines who remained 
" j outside the mosque the entire time, and provided a security cordon around the building to 

prevent militants from reinforcing or escaping. 

The raid was conducted on the small, Saleh mosque located on the outskirts of Kufa. 
Several militiamen were killed and eight were detained. 

- - The raid comes at a time when over 80 percent of Najaf has been stabilized, and is 
T relatively calm except for isolated hot spots. While Iraqi Security Forces and MEU 

rS forces are not experiencing a large number of fighters in the city, there are smaller groups 
of Muqtada Militia who continue to operate out of isolated areas. 

^ While current media reports state that Muqtada al-Sadr has possibly been injured or 
killed, these reports cannot be confirmed at this time. There is no indication that Multi- 
National Forces had any involvement in an attack launched against Sadr. 

Other actions oast 24 hours 

...^ In other locations in Najaf today, U.S Army units attached to the 11th MEU continue to 
repel light, sporadic attacks by Anti-Iraqi Forces in the old city, south of the Imam Ali 
Shrine, and in the Wadi A1 Salam cemetery. The old city is relatively quiet at the time, 

J after U.S. soldiers were involved in intense fighting yesterday involving an IED, small 
If arms fire and RPGs. Soldiers in the cemetery also report that fighting has died down 

considerably the last two days. U.S Army soldiers have ceased offensive operations 
since 7 a.m. this morning as Iraqi government leaders continue to work towards a 

ril peaceful conclusion. 

Yesterday, Iraqi National Guardsmen, augmented by 11th MEU Marines, conducted a 
joint raid within the neighborhood of Muqtada al-Sadr in an effort to continue 
stabilization of the city. The Sadr neighborhood, a center for violence and volatility, has 
been known for heavily fortified positions throughout the streets, numerous weapons 



caches, and militia members. Its presence stood as a significant threat to a secure and 
stable Najaf. - 

::: ^ 

The area raided consisted of two medical clinics/hospitals occupied by the Muqtada 
Militia for more than four months, and the al-Sadr house itself Muqtada al-Sadr was not 
present at the house, nor was he expected to be. Militia fighters, however, were found 

■^-operating out of buildings approximately 500 meters from the house, and a carefully 
^i§l planned, precision air strike was called in on the building. 

•^fgxhe neighborhood, a stronghold for Muqtada Militia members, is located approximately 
km east of the holy Imam Ali Shrine in the city of Najaf. 

^"Our greatest interests are to stabilize Najaf and help to foster a strong and prosperous 
/city," said Col. Anthony M. Haslam, commanding officer, 11th Marine Expeditionary 

MUnit. "Our current actions are for this purpose. Stability and peace will only flourish 
^ 2 when the city has been rid of safe havens that harbor thugs and criminals." 

-USMC - 

- --fi-:? • 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

.T**- . 

IMPRESS RELEASE #04-019 Aug. 15, 2004 

-F for immediate release 

- - FOB DUKE ~ Two U.S. soldiers attached to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit were 
^killed as a result of enemy action in the An Najaf province today. 

S Eleventh MEU force protection measures preclude the release of any information that 
" could aid enemy personnel in assessing the effectiveness or lack thereof with regard to 

their tactics, techniques and procedures. The release of more details about the incident 
could place our Marines and sailors at greater risk. 

The names of the deceased are being withheld pending next of kin notification. 

- USMC - 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

JPRESS RELEASE #04-020 Aug. 26, 2004 

^•FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FOB DUKE - One Marine attached to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit were killed 
.as a result of enemy action in the An Najaf province today. 
.x 

^ Eleventh MEU force protection measures preclude the release of any information that 
: could aid enemy personnel in assessing the effectiveness or lack thereof with regard to 

their tactics, techniques and procedures. The release of more details about the incident 
could place our Marines and sailors at greater risk. 

The names of the deceased are being withheld pending next of kin notification. 

- USMC - 

.fP- 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

TRESS RELEASE #04-021 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Sept. 5, 2004 

FOB DUKE — Sister cities Najaf and Kufa bustle with activity as Iraqis and MEU 
Marines and sailors work together to continue reconstruction efforts started after fighting 

' in the city ceased Aug. 28. Local Iraqi citizens, government leaders, security forces, 
reconstruction and clean-up workers are joining in the effort to re-establish "life as 
normal" for its citizens and improve infrastructure to its pre-fighting condition. 

At the request of local leaders, MEU explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) Marines 
continue to assist Iraqi police, national guardsmen and two battalions of Iraqi 
Intervention Forces to clear weapons caches and lEDs hidden by Sadr's militia in the holy 
Wadi al-Salem cemetery and Old City. Approximately 240 lEDs have been discovered 
and disabled in the sacred site and along roads in the Old City. Iraqi security forces 

'J report that locals and cemetery caretakers have voluntarily joined in the clean up effort, 
moving weapons caches alongside the cemetery's roads for easy pickup by Iraqi forces. 

Large amounts of weapons and ammunition continue to be uncovered in buildings 
surrounding the shrine, to include a large parking garage west of it. These caches, as well 
as the prevalent lEDs, pose a great danger to Iraqis visiting the cemetery and living in the 
Old City district. As a result, Iraqi troops and EOD Marines are working tirelessly to 
remove these dangers as quickly as possible. (See statistics below.) 

'.Iraqi security forces also continue to maintain an active security presence in the cities. 
Iraqi national guardsmen and police man vehicle checkpoints as other policemen patrol 
the cities and conduct cordon and knock operations to find and confiscate illegal weapons 

^and ammunition caches. 
dew 

11th MEU Marines are busy as they resume training Iraqi national guardsmen in Majaf. 
Marines are also conducting presence patrols around the two cities in order to identify 

, areas in need of reconstruction projects as well as to monitor the progress of civil military 
projects currently underway. 



Civil Affairs Proiects 

Civil affairs Marines and soldiers attached to the MEU continue to work closely with the 
governor's office to identify future projects and critical services in need of restoration, 
and procure funding for them. Projects are making headway while construction efforts 
are in full swing. 

For more than a week, eight clean-up crews have made a remarkable difference around 
the streets of the Imam Ali Shrine and Old City as they methodically clear rubble and 
trash from the streets in the neighborhood. Each all-Iraqi crew consists of one project 
manager, 10 supervisors and 100 workers who will be paid for two weeks to conduct the 

iclean-up. Funding for these projects was received from the Commanders Emergency 
Response Program. CERP funds come from a U.S. Congressional appropriation to the 
Department of Defense to pay for collateral damage caused by combat operations, as well 
to fund other humanitarian and reconstruction projects. The cities of Najaf and Kufa will 
take part in a $4.8 million CERP funds allocation for the provinces of An Najaf and A1 
Qadisiyah that will cover rebuilding costs this month. 

Other CERP projects in the two cities include funds to repair schools damaged in the 
fighting, improve conditions at the city's Human Rights Center, and repair critical 
facilities providing life support services to the local people. Schools are expected to open 
on time for the beginning of the school year in a few weeks. 

Other Recent Events 

• Around noon on Sept. 3, more than 200 anti-Muqtada al-Sadr demonstrators took 
to the streets surrounding the Imam Ali Shrine, carrying banners and chanting 
andi-Sadr slogans urging him and his militia to depart the city. During the same 
day, calls for a demonstration against the local government by self-styled Grand 
Ayatollah Hassani, a radical Shite cleric, never materialized. 

• More than 250 Iraqi men congregated at the Waffa Police Station in Najaf Sept. 2 
to volunteer their time, stating they'd work for free with the hopes they could get 
hired in the future. The police chief and the Minister of the Interior's office are 
working the screening process for these men. 

• The Arabic website "An Najaf News Network" posted a Sept. 1 press statement 
by the holy An-Najaf Seminary on the atrocities of the Muqtada al-Sadr's "so- 
called" Sharia Court. It stated that "mutilated bodies and torture machines have 
been found and crimes discovered" in the court, and that these acts have nothing 
to do with Islam. The Shiite seminary called those involved in these crimes "fake 
imposters" and demanded that they "be referred to justice in order to receive the 
punishment they deserve." The press statement also states that Sadr "exceeded all 
bounds" when he took over the Imam Ali Mausoleum and its compound, and that 
they had warned him of "waging a losing battle whose outcome was known in 
advance." 



• The local government recently established a claims office in the Human Rights 
Center in Najaf, which began taking claims on Aug. 29. A radio and TV ad 
campaign prepared by the local government immediately began notifying 
residents about the establishment of this office once fighting in the city ceased. 
The office will initially process claims for death, injury and loss of residence. 
Claims for property damage will subsequently be processed. 

Captured Muqatada Militia Weapons Caches 

Hundreds of Muqtada Militia weapons caches have been retrieved in the cemetery, 
buildings surrounding the Imam Ali Shrine, and numerous other locations since 
fighting ended Aug. 28: 

o (784) AK-47 rifles 
o (143) various other rifles (not AK-47s) 
o (157) RPG launchers 
o (53) 60mm mortar tubes 
o (26) 60mm mortar tripods 
o (20) 60 mm mortar baseplates 
o (16) 82 mm mortar tubes 
o (3) 82 mm mortar tripods 
o (4) 82 mm mortar baseplates 
o (1) 120 mm mortar tube 
o (49) medium and heavy machine guns 
o (2) pistols 

TOTAL WEAPONS FOUND: 1, 258 

Captured Muatada Militia Munitions 

Thousands of munitions found in cemetery. Old City, and during vehicle 
checkpoints by Iraqi security forces and 11th MEU forces have been collected and 
destroyed since Aug. 28: 

o (242) lEDs 
o (3) bombs (to include a 250 kg bomb located in a street intersection north 

of the Imam Ali Shrine) 
o (925) mortars (60, 82, 120mm) 
o (40) grenades 
o (273) rockets 
o (6) guided missiles 
o (41) mines 
o (108) fuses for lEDs 
o (42) miscellaneous explosives - 
o (8,930) small arms ammunition 
o (58) other (pyrotechnics, depth charge) 

TOTAL MUNITIONS DESTROYED 10,596 



^Photographs: 
Some weapons and munitions found in Najaf (lEDs, AK-47s, RPG launchers, 7- 

ton truck filled with weapons, 120mm mortars). 
Aug 2 anti-Sadr demonstration near the Imam Ali Shrine. 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

PRESS RELEASE #04-022 Oct. 4, 2004 
■- 

Jfor immediate release 

fob DUKE - Marines from the 11th MEU distributed more than $200,300 today in 
condolence and collateral damage repair payments to demonstrate goodwill to Iraqis 
caught in the crossfire as multinational and Iraqi security forces battled to free Najaf and 
its citizens from Muqtada al-Sadr and his fighters in August. 

The first payments were made on Sept. 20, resulting in a total of $367,300 paid to Najafis 
since then. Payments will continue as long as needed to meet each valid case. 

Condolence payments, known as solatia, are being paid to express sympathy to those 
injured or who lost a family member during the fighting. Collateral damage repair 
payments are intended for Iraqis who experienced damage to their home, business or 

pother property. . 

Subsequently, MEU Marines continue to spend millions of dollars to contract local Iraqi 
businessmen and workers to repair public infrastructure damaged during the fighting. 

"We are working hard to demonstrate goodwill to the people of Najaf who incurred loses 
during fighting in August," said Col. Anthony M. Haslam, commanding officer, 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit. "Now that Najaf is stable and under control of Iraqi security 

^ forces, we're working with the local government around the clock to rebuild and 
|revitalize this city for its people." 

<:Back2 round: 
&L-* 

IA simple process for Iraqis filing a report of injury, death or damage was in place 
immediately after the fighting and was advertised in local media and in government 

"offices. Iraqis wanting to file a report can go to the Human Rights Center in Najaf, where 
a team of Iraqi volunteers build the file, collect evidence, and receive assessments of any 
damage that occurred. A three person team from the local government then validates and 
verifies the information, approving or sending the report back for more information. 
Applicants are notified through the local newspaper and postings when their report has 
been approved. They are also told the date, location and time they can receive payment. 



Tijj.Mobile solatia teams have also been created and are visiting neighborhoods damaged by 
the fighting to make "on the spot" solatia and collateral damage repair payments. The 

t intention of this team is to ensure those who do not have the means to get to the Human 
Rights Center can also file a report. 

For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

15 Visit the 11th MEU website at www. 1 lmeu.usmc.mil or www.usmc.mil/1 Ithmeu 

USMC 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

; PRESS RELEASE #04-023 Oct. 5, 2004 
yCv. 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

/FOB DUKE - Marines from the 11th MEU dispatched a mobile payment team to 
" neighborhoods in Najaf for 10 hours today, making $176,180 worth of "on the spot" 

solatia and collateral damage payments to Iraqis caught in the crossfire when 
multinational and Iraqi security forces battled Muqtada al-Sadr and his militia in August. 

r 

The mobile team, which visited neighborhoods throughout the city for a second time this 
- week, was created to expedite payments and ensure all Najafis have the opportunity to 
get paid for legitimate damage. 

The mobile team serves as an augment to enhance weekly payouts held at the 
Government Information Center, which began Sept. 20. 

Since then, more than $570,000 has been paid to 533 Najafis. Payments will continue as 
long as needed to meet each valid case. 

Condolence payments, or solatia, are given to express sympathy for injury or death. 
Collateral damage repair payments are intended to cover damage to homes, businesses or 
other property. 

"We've gone mobile to ensure every Najafi gets the opportunity to get quickly 
3 compensated for legitimate losses or injury," said Col. Anthony M. Haslam, commanding 
! officer, 11th MEU. "We're thinking outside the box to expedite a slow process, 
motivated by the desire to make life better for the locals." 

£? 
r* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

;; --USMC-- 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

MPRESS RELEASE #04-024 Oct. 12, 2004 

f FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

"AD DIWANIYAH, Iraq ~ The Iraqi Prime Minister, Minister of Defense and National 
^Security Advisor along with local dignitaries attended the graduation ceremony of more 

than two hundred Iraqi National Guard recruits here at the ING compound, today. 

During the ceremony, five recruits from Ad Diwaniyah and five from An Najaf were 
recognized for heroism during the battle of Najaf in August. 

The recruits, who just completed a five-week training course led by ING staff non¬ 
commissioned officers and Marines from the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit, will join 
the ranks of the 404th ING Battalion, 50th Brigade, based here. 

■ The ING soldiers will be responsible for helping to provide for the security and stability 
of the city and its outlying areas. 

! * For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

* Visit the 11th MEU website at www. 1 lmeu.usmc.mil or www.usmc.mil/1 Ithmeu 
f* ; 

' ■- 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

— Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

^PRESS RELEASE #04-025 Oct. 23, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

; AD DIWANIYAH, Iraq — Marines and sailors from the 11th MEU and soldiers from the 
.1451st Civil Affairs Battalion distributed more than 1,500 backpacks here today to 

. r children in five different schools. 

- "This is a good initiative that will foster friendly relations between the U.S. and the Iraqi 
people," said Hakima Atheem, principal of the Al-Nada kindergarten school. "It's a gift 

- from America to our children — the future of Iraq." 

The children from the kindergarten school received backpacks with cartoon characters 
printed on them, while the older children in the four primary schools were given 
backpacks tailored for either boys or girls. 

. tu 

Each pack came filled with school supplies, such as notebooks, pencils, a ruler and other 
; essential items. 

"1 think we've generated quite a bit of trust towards coalition forces, which will make it 
easier to accomplish other missions in Diwaniyah in the future," said Lt. Col. Ted A. 
Ruane, commanding officer, MEU Service Support Group 11, 11th MEU. "If we start 

^ with the young kids and teach them that Americans are good people and that we're here 
! to help them, I think that will go a long way for both their country and ours." 

-The $25,000 project was funded by the MEU's Commander's Emergency Response 
Program and was contracted out to three local contractors. Since the backpacks were 
received, the MSSG-11 commanding officer and members of the civil affairs team have 

j visited more than eight schools and have handed out more than 2,500 backpacks. 
1 • 

*1. * For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@,l lmeu.usmc.mil 

--USMC-- 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

CpRESS RELEASE #04-026 Oct. 23, 2004 

- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AD DIWANIYAH, Iraq ~ Marines and sailors from the 11th MEU and soldiers from 
451st Civil Affairs Battalion augmenting the MEU, distributed more than 1,500 
backpacks here today to children in five different schools. 

' As the 11th MEU team visited each school, they were greeted politely with excitement 
and courtesy by both faculty and students. 

"This is a good initiative that will foster friendly relations between the U.S. and the Iraqi 
people," said Hakima Atheem, principal of the Al-Nada kindergarten school. "It's a gift 
from America to our children — the future of Iraq." 

The children from the kindergarten school received backpacks with cartoon characters 
T printed on them, while the older children in the four primary schools were given 
i backpacks tailored for either boys or girls. 

"3. 
■v"! like the backpack very much," said Saraab Kudair, a 13-year-old 6th grader from the 
' Al-Nawsaim primary school for girls. "I'm very satisfied. Everything I need is in it." 

Each pack came filled with school supplies, such as notebooks, pencils, a ruler and other 
^essential items. 

;"; "I think that we've generated quite a bit of trust towards coalition forces, which will make 
it easier to accomplish other missions in Diwaniyah in the future," said Lt. Col. Ted A. 
Ruane, commanding officer. Marine Expeditionary Unit Service Support Group 11, 11th 

tMEU. "If we start with the young kids and teach them that Americans are good people, 
■ that we're here to help them, I think that will go a long way for both their country and 
.purs." 

-The $25,000 which funded the project came from the Commander's Emergency Response 
Program and was contracted out to three local contractors. Since the backpacks were 
received, the MSSG-11 commanding officer and members of the civil affairs team have 
visited a total more than eight schools and handed out thousands of backpacks. 



The 11th MEU assumed operational control of An Najaf and Qadisiyah Provinces July 
1. Since then, the Marines have worked closely with the local government to improve 

: I the quality of life for the people in the area 

Based out of Camp Pendleton, Calif, the MEU is composed of 2,200 Marines and 
sailors. The MEU's mission is to assist Iraqi authorities and ISF in fostering security and 

. stability for the citizens of the provinces. 
. 
; 

For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@,l Imeu.usmc.mil 

—USMC— 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

" PRESS RELEASE #04-027 Oct. 29, 2004 

SFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FOB DUKE - More than 160 reconstruction projects worth $6.5 million dollars are 
currently underway or have been completed since fighting ended in Najaf in August. 

In an effort to stimulate the local economy and directly benefit Najaf s families, all 
projects are contracted to local Iraqi businessmen who hire their labor force from the 

^neighborhood where each project is located. 

-Funding for all projects comes from the 11th MEUs Commander's Emergency Response 
Program — funds allocated to the Department of Defense by the U.S. Congress. 

Projects are addressing damage done during fighting in Najaf, specifically schools, which 
.were used by the Muqtada Militia to launch attacks and store weapons caches. However, 

~ the majority of projects are focusing on the refurbishment of this Shia city's dilapidated 
infrastructure, a result of decades of neglect under Saddam Hussein's regime. 

^■'Projects are improving conditions in the following sectors: public education, essential 
• services (water, electricity, parking, etc), governance, public health and the economy. 

Subsequently, MEU Marines continue to make payments to innocent Iraqis who 
experienced property damage, injury or a death in the family during August's fighting. 
More than $1.9 million has been paid to more than 2,660 Najafis thus far. 

-T "We're out in town every day, working with local citizens and the government to respond 
to Najaf s immediate needs," said Col. Anthony M. Haslam, commanding officer, 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit. "These projects are not only improving the day-to-day lives 
of the Najafis, but they're providing jobs at every labor tier, from business owners to the 
contracted laborers." 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@f lmeu.usmc.mil 

—USMC-- 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

PRESS RELEASE #04-028 Nov. 2, 2004 

Sfor immediate release 

FOB ECHO - Eighty-nine projects worth more than $3.2 million dollars are currently 
"underway or have been completed in A1 Qadisiyah province since August of this year. 

'in an effort to stimulate the local economy, which directly benefits Diwaniyah families, 
■,the majority of projects are contracted to local businessmen and local laborers in order to 
develop and keep the wealth in the area. 

Funding for all projects comes from the 11th MEU's Commander's Emergency Response 
-Program, which is allocated to the Department of Defense by the U.S. Congress. 

Projects are aimed at repairing damage done last year during the start of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and improving the quality of life for the people of Ad Diwaniyah. Many of the 
projects, however, are focusing on the restoring the city's run down infrastructure, a result 
of decades of neglect under Saddam Hussein's regime. 

"There is some battle damage, but the majority are things that were put in 30 to 40 years 
ago are just plain worn out," said Army Maj. Ken Booth, officer in charge. Detachment 1, 
Company C, 451st Civil Affairs Battalion, attached to the 11th MEU. 

Projects are improving conditions in the following sectors: public education, essential 
services (water, electricity, parking, etc), governance, public health, the economy and 

* general quality of life. 

^"Our goals are to legitimize the government, improve the local infrastructure, improve 
the local economy and support the elections," Booth explained. "Every project we do we 
more or less try to fit in one of those categories." 

;" We want to improve the quality of life for the people of Ad Qadisiyah and An Najaf 
provinces," said Col. Anthony M. Haslam, commanding officer, 11th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit. "It's important to ensure essential services are available to the people 
here so they can lead comfortable, productive lives in a free society." 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l Imeu.usmc.mil 

-USMC-- 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

-PRESS RELEASE #04-029 Nov. 12, 2004 

: for immediate release 

4ASH SHAFIYAH, Iraq - Marines, sailors and soldiers of the 11th Marine 
-Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) conducted a Humanitarian Assistance 

Operation, which provided medical and dental treatment to more than 115 Iraqis here, 
-Nov. 12. 

The Medical/Dental Civilian Assistance Program, or MedCAP/DenCAP, was organized 
by Marine Expeditionary Unit Service Support Group 11, 11th MEU (SOC), with help 
from soldiers of Detachment 1, Company C, 451st Civil Affairs Battalion, attached to the 

-MEU. 

"Working with the local deputy minister of health, we tried to find some of the poorest 
areas in the province and identified a requirement in the village of Ash Shafiyah," said Lt. 
Col. Ted A. Ruane, commanding officer, MSSG-11, 11th MEU (SOC). "We were able to 
get supplies and many other things just came together at one time in order to make this 
mission happen." 

After establishing security and organizing the site in a way that would allow the people to 
go through and be seen in a timely manner, team members processed a total of 464 
people. 115 of whom received medical treatment, 25 received dental treatment and the 
rest went through the line to get food, water and gifts, which included soccer balls, 
miscellaneous toys, backpacks, school supplies and hygiene items. 

! "A lot of what we saw were general aches and pains, and the more routine medical issues 
.we face such as ear infections, upper respiratory infections, pneumonia, diarrhea and the 
occasional surgical case," said Army Maj. Tad Gow, nurse, 601st Area Support Medical 
Company, augmenting the MEU. "Many people here have crossed eyes or cataracts but 
we were limited in the kinds of treatment we could give. There were a lot of patients who 
just needed information." 

Medical and dental personnel gave hygiene and toothbrush classes, talked about its 
importance and how it could prevent diseases and generally allow them to maintain better 
health. 

"(Iraqis) don't know too much about good hygiene," Gow said. "Basic hygiene 
information tends to go a long way with them as far as having a positive effect on their 



t-health. Most of their problems are caused by their lack of information and general health 
;• knowledge." : ". .. 

According to Gow, the majority of patients^attended were either children ages 1 to 5 or 
people older than 50. • - 

^These are the kinds of operations I think we're here for," Gow continued. "Of course our 
- primary mission is to serve soldiers, sailors and Marines in an emergency but anything 

we can do to show the Iraqis that we really do care, that we are compassionate and not 
just for our own people will go a long way." 

One of the challenges faced during the operation was the low number of Iraqis who went 
ito see the dentist, although many of them needed dental treatment. 

"Most of the Iraqi's had teeth that were literally rotting in their mouths or so infected that 
they needed to come out," said Navy Lt. Brian Olsen, dentist. Health Services 

- Detachment, MSSG-11, 11th MEU (SOC). "Because of Ramadan, they wouldn't let me 
* pull their bad teeth out. If they bleed and swallow it, it would be considered breaking 

their fast." 

According to Ruane, even with the challenges they faced, the operation was a textbook 
HAO. 

y'Tt was amazing, with all the training that we did during workups, this operation actually 
"went down just tike we'd rehearsed it back in Camp Pendleton, Calif," Ruane said. "We 

set up the site fairly quickly, we were able to process the people quickly and we had the 
^ security element in place. It was well rehearsed and well run." 

" Ruane said the operation was a great opportunity for personnel of the unit to go out and 
support the local Iraqis. They got a sense of what they're doing in Iraq, that they are 
making a difference. 

"I think we made a difference in their lives," said Petty Officer 2nd Class Juan L. Reyes, 
dental technician. Health Services Detachment, MSSG-11, 11th MEU (SOC). "That little 

^ bit of knowledge we gave them about how to brush their teeth and proper hygiene, if they 
use it, could give them a healthier life." 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

—USMC— 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

^PRESS RELEASE #04-030 Nov. 19, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AD DIWANIYAH, Iraq - Marines, sailors and soldiers of the 11th Marine 
-Expeditionary Unit along with Polish and Bulgarian doctors conducted a Humanitarian 
Assistance Operation, providing medical treatment to more than ??? Iraqis here, Nov. 19. 

r 
This is the second humanitarian assistance mission conducted by the 11th MEU in the 
area here. The previous HAO provided medical treatment to 115 Iraqis and dental 
treatment to 25 on Nov. 12. 

The Medical Civilian Assistance Program, or MedCAP, was organized by Marine 
Expeditionary Unit Service Support Group 11, 11th MEU (SOC), with help from soldiers 
of Detachment 1, Company C, 451st Civil Affairs Battalion, attached to the MEU. 

More than Iraqis also received food, water and gifts, including miscellaneous toys, 
backpacks, school supplies and hygiene items. 

Medical personnel gave hygiene classes, talked about its importance and how it could 
prevent diseases and generally allow them to maintain better health. 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l 1 meu.usmc.mil 

-USMC-- 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
~ (Special Operations Capable) 

^ Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

PRESS RELEASE #04-031 Nov. 22, 2004 

^FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

a FOB DUKE - Marines from the 11th MEU distributed more than $1.1 million today in 
condolence and collateral damage repair payments to demonstrate goodwill to Iraqis 

. caught in the crossfire during fighting in Najaf this August. 

Payments began on Sept. 30 and have resulted in a total of $4.7 million paid to more than 
8,300 Najafis since then. Payments will continue as long as needed to meet each valid 
case. 

Condolence payments, known as solatia, are being paid to express sympathy to those 
injured or who lost a family member during the fighting. Collateral damage repair 
payments are intended for Iraqis who experienced damage to their home, business or 
other property. 

Subsequently, MEU Marines continue to spend millions of dollars to contract local Iraqi 
• businessmen and workers to repair public infrastructure damaged during the fighting. 

"We're building trust with the locals by making these payments," said Col. Anthony M. 
Haslam, commanding officer, 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit. "Since fighting ended in 
August, Najaf has made tremendous progress. There is little doubt that these payments 
have helped in that process." 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@.l Imeu.usmc.mil 

--USMC-- 



lltti Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

-• Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

PRESS RELEASE #04-032 Nov. 23, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

^ AN NAJAF, Iraq - A ground breaking ceremony here today marked the beginning of 
fconstruction on a new $1.8 million barracks facility for the 405th Battalion, 50th Iraqi 
National Guard Brigade. 

The facility, the first of its kind for Najafs national guardsmen, demonstrates the 
partnership between Multi-National Forces and the Iraqi Government to support a 

■' capable Iraqi security force. Multinational Security Transition Command- Iraq is funding 
the project. 

National guardsmen are currently billeted at the Kufa University. One of the main 
reasons for completing the barracks sooner is so the university can be turned back over to 
the Ministry of Education and opened back up for classes. It will take a local contractor 
approximately three months to complete the facility. 

Distinguished guests included Lt. Gen. David H. Petraeus, commander of the MNSTC-l; 
Adnan al-Zurufi, governor of Najaf; General Uthman Ali Farhood, commander of the 

^ 50th ING Brigade; and Col. Aqeel Khaleel Borhan, commander of the 405th ING 
- Battalion. 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@.l lmeu.usmc.mil 

—USMC— 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

PRESS RELEASE #04-033 Nov. 27 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

"FOB DUKE, Iraq - Marines and sailors of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
^ conducted a humanitarian assistance operation today in Musa al Umran as Sardun, a 
=1 small village on the outskirts of Najaf. 

1' 
f 11th MEU forces provided nearly 100 Iraqis medical and dental treatment, food, water, 
^'and soccer balls. Navy Seabees assisted local contractors in laying a foundation for the 
" village's new primary school and constructed an animal corral for the village. 

5 The operation was organized by Marine Expeditionary Unit Service Support Group 11, 
"11th MEU (SOC). 

_ * For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

--USMC-- 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 

— (Special Operations Capable) 

^ Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

" PRESS RELEASE #04-034 Nov. 30, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

T FOB DUKE -Approximately three months after decisive combat operations ended in 
-v Najaf, the 11th MEU commander declared today that Iraqi security forces have formally 

assumed local control of An Najaf province. 

-I Since fighting ended Aug. 28, no major incidents have occurred despite reduced MEU 
security operations in the city and the Ramadan holiday. 

- ^ With little to no MEU oversight, Najaf s ISF have demonstrated their ability to respond 
and take control of threats to the province's stability, as well as plan, direct and conduct 
limited security operations. Iraqi police and national guardsmen have conducted several 

- successful raids using intelligence compiled on their own, netting several insurgents and 
- A'criminals. Iraqi border enforcement officials continue to effectively work the borders, 

stopping several illegal crossings and narcotics trafficking. 

^2While MEU forces will continue to train and equip ISF and conduct a reduced number of 
^ security patrols in the city, ISF have achieved and demonstrated the capacity to maintain 

• security in their province. 

"We've been working hard with Najafs governor and security forces to ensure they have 
- ^the tools and talents needed to stabilize this city," said Col. Anthony M. Haslam, 
"" commanding officer, 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit. "In the past three months, they 

"have demonstrated their ability to keep this province and its citizens safe and secure." 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

—USMC— 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

1 Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

PRESS RELEASE #04-35 Nov. 30, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FOB DUKE — The 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit relinquished operational control of 
A1 Qadisiyah province to the Polish-led Multi-National Division Central South (MND- 

-.■XS) during a ceremony here today. 

The move came as part of a realignment of forces in southern Iraq. MEU Marines will 
replace MND-CS forces in Karbala province next month. 

While in A1 Qadisiyah province, MEU Marines conducted limited combat operations; 
trained, equipped and mentored leadership in the 404th Iraqi National Guard Battalion 
and police force; and conducted numerous civil military operations in their area of 
responsibility south of Baghdad. 

During their four-month stay, 11th MEU units were responsible for 89 reconstruction and 
refurbishment projects worth more than $3.2 million dollars. Projects improved 

^-conditions in the following sectors: public education, essential services (water, electricity, 
^ parking, etc), governance, public health, the economy and general quality of life. MEU 
Marines also conducted three humanitarian assistance operations. 

-^MEU Marines assumed control of the province and its major city, Ad Diwaniyah, on July 
rj 1,2004. 
2*. XT? 
* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

—USMC— 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) 

Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

IMPRESS RELEASE #04-036 Dec. 17, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

_FOB DUKE, Iraq - Marines and sailors of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
-f: conducted a humanitarian assistance operation today in A1 Hyderia, a small village north 
- ^ofNajaf city. 

More than 600 residents attended the HAO, and 11th MEU forces provided 130 Iraqis 
-medical and dental treatment. In addition, MEU forces passed out food, water, 430 thick 
blankets, and more than a thousand toys and books. 

The operation was organized by Marine Expeditionary Unit Service Support Group 11, 
- 11th MEU (SOC). 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

--USMC-- 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
  (Special Operations Capable) 

~ Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

-PRESS RELEASE #04-37 Dec. 17, 2004 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

-FOB DUKE — Navy Seabees attached to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit in Najaf 
^ completed their part in a major road expansion project in Kufa today. The work was 

done at the request of Najaf Province's governor, Adnan al-Zurufi, as part of a larger 
^government road expansion project. 

The project consisted of widening 3 km of a major thoroughfare between Najaf and Kufa, 
turning the two lane road into a four lane road. Seabees leveled and graded the ground, 

; laid a rock and sand mixture as the road's sub-base, and then rolled and compacted the 
sub-base. A local contractor will be hired to asphalt the additional two lanes. 

The month-long project serves as part of an overall government transportation plan, 
which includes three distinct phases of road improvements that will provide a long-term 

" solution to automobile traffic between the two cities. 

--"The MEU has funded $10 million in reconstruction projects since fighting ended in 
August, but all this work has been or is being done by Iraqi contractors and workers," 

* said Col. Anthony M. Haslam, 11th MEU commander. "This project afforded us the 
opportunity to show the locals we're committed to helping, and that we're not afraid to 
break a sweat in doing so." 

The Seabees are from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 7. 

* For more information, contact Capt. Carrie C. Batson at batsoncc@l lmeu.usmc.mil 

—USMC— 
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
— (Special Operations Capable) 

^ II ^ Public Affairs Office 

Forward Operating Base Duke, Iraq 

- PRESS RELEASE #04-38 Dec. 21, 2004 

4 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

-CAMP LIMA, Iraq -- The 11 th Marine Expeditionary Unit assumed operational control 
of Karbala province from the Polish-led Multi-National Division Central South (MND- 

^ CS) during a ceremony here today. 

' The move came as part of a realignment of forces in southern Iraq. MEU Marines 
relinquished responsibility of A1 Qadisiyah province last month to MND-CS forces. 

While in Karbala province, MEU Marines will conduct security patrols; train, equip and 
build leadership in the 401th Iraqi National Guard Battalion and police force; and 
conduct civil military operations in their area of responsibility southwest of Baghdad. 

MEU forces will work on civil affairs projects to improve conditions in the following 
sectors: public education, essential services (water, electricity, parking, etc), governance, 

v public health, the economy and general quality of life. 

- MEU Marines assumed control of the An Najaf and A1 Qadisiyah provinces on July 31, 
2004 and relinquished control of A1 Qadisiyah province to MND-CS forces on Nov. 30. 

- * For more information, contact Gunnery Sgt. Chago Zapata at 
A^zaDatas@,l lmeudf.usmc.mil 

—USMC— 
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II th Marine Expeditionary Unit (SOC) 

For the Families anil Friends of Maiines and Sailors of the I 1th MEU Com maud Element 

11th MEU departs early to re¬ 

inforce troops in Iraq 
Sron In ' S. Richaids 

AB(3AtCi:)"mi; USSBBLLFAU \\*« >• >!)-The 11 Hi Marine 
Ivxptditioiinr. Unit (.Special < tperationsCajialile jdeparted Tinusdax from 
32iiil Street Na\ a I Station San Dteeo nearl;. a month earlier than the 
sdieihiled deploMnent in response to a request from 1! S Central Command 
for more forces in Iraq 

Belvne this request, the MEU was scheduJeJ to conduct a tvpical MEU 
deploYinent. sen inq as a crisis response unit in the U .S. Central and Pacific 
Commands areas of operation - a mission for which MEUs are renow ned. 
Now that 1 I th MEt t Marines know the> are headed for Iraq in support of 
stability and seeiirity trpeiatioas. they ha\ e no doubt they are reads tor the 
task. 

"The Marines and 
sailors of the MEU are 
really poshh e More than 
5rt percent of them are 
icniniinc; \ arsih' so 
thev ve been thei e 
I'-ctoreP said Col A.M 
I laslam. commanding 
ofliccr. 1 UliMEdi. 

The r eleraus of 
i )pci at ion Iraqi Ereedi >i n 
sa\ tlves feel more secure 
qoinp back this second 
time. i?: 

• AVPre detiniteh more 
contidenfnow than 
bet ore. sard Ptc Cod \ 1). 
Finch, a mortannan w ith 
\Veap<>ns Platoi-n. 
Compam c . Battalion I. andmq I'cam tst Battalion. 4th Marine Repimeiit 
E\ei \o'ne's ahead> used to u and knows what thev re expected to do.' 

Although lite MEU departed earh. that didn't preveni them from 
tmistnnc then normal training perux! In the shortened e\ cle - 4 1 2 months 
•. ice<> mouths-the MEU obtamed iheir S< qualtftcalioii a teat that 
shows then readiness and confidence 

t laslarn teels this adaptation w ill help them in the myriad of possible 
mission^ they could face. 

vYhal s great about the MEU »SOC > cycle is that we tire trained to 
niptdiy plan and execute missions and !<■ work m a tluid environment where 

.See Depart, /'ocre 2 

Liuicc ( '[tl. Jcicnw Rnpp. ritlcninii. Ist f'tatoon. 
iX'Uipaiiy t.. Patt.ili.ui l.aii«liii>; Team l>t Battalitin. 
4th .Niiioues. ilth MKC iSOC>. .tpends it ten |fl»» 
minuiis with his tiifc and ilauehtei. i Tmstina .mil 
•'nden. hel.ni Je|>aj'(in'j! aboard the l.WtS licriser 
Tlmrsday aiomiiig The MEt" departed nearly a 
month caiiier than the scheduled deplovincnt in 
response to n icqucst from f.": S. < 'entral < 'oiiiniaml 
for mote forces in Iraij. i.Phoio hy f'pl. I'.uiiel J. 
f'osco) 

From the Commaiidiug (Officer 

Dear 11th MEU families and 
friends. 

Mow that the 1 Ith MEU is 
underway and headed to our 
first stop in Hawaii, we can 
look hack on Mas 2" as a 
land mark dav Deplox ing 
nearly a month earlv due to a 
jequest for additional forces 

uilraqfrom the-U S. Central Command. Marines and 
Sailors oftlie MEU successfully completed all 
{>ie|iarations — both personal and work related — 
in time tor this new departure date We also 
managed to get through the hardest part of'.leaving 
— .saying gondbve to loved ones and friends 
Though this was a sad time, it also was exciting as 
the .journey w eiune been intensely training for 
during these past couple months lias finallv begun 

There are many unique things about this 
depiovmenf. Fust, w e know where we're going. Since 
the MEU's u pierti mission is to respond to any crisis 
overseas that the President may direct, we usually 
have no idea where we will he going or what m ission 
we will be called upon to conduct With this 
deployment, w e know that w e will be in Iraq and will 
be conducting security and stability operations 

Second, we're unsure about the duration of the 
deplovment While a MEU's dephn ment is 
noiiiuilh six months, we don "I know how long we'll 
lie told to stav in Iraq. M> guidance to families and 
h lends is to plan tor a longer than normal 
deplovment. This is the best mindset to have. If we 
do come I Kick in six months, then \ ou II he 
pleasantly surprised And if we don't, then you'll 
be mentaih prepared i'oi that situation. 

Third, we've brought additional equipment with 
us We've been re into iced with additional 
Humvees and "-ton trucks. All of these vehicles, in 
addition to the ones we've always.had. ate now 
outfitted with armor We didn't bring our CH-53E 
Super Stallion. I hi-IN Huey and AII-1W Cobra 
helicopters aboard ship, hut w ill instead pick up 

.SVv Command po^e 2 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (SOC) 

Pacific Pride 

lh'part. ( ffn'r from /'u'.vi' I 

things ;uc constinitly ciwnging. It's iiii]K>:t;m! Id he ahtc (v> 
ailajit anil (jinckly change vom j'lan.' Haskmi sajil. "A\ hile rive 
details ot'uur mission are currently being refined, ne 11 be reach' 
to go. We II make it happen 

The MFU liegau their scheduled training in January, 
jnacticing lor a normal deploy inent io the Western Pacific and 
Middle Hast regions w ith the Bel lean Wood E\pediiionan 
Sti ike t hovip Now u ith a know n mission and loeaticui. tlie MEU 
tailored (lieu equipment to meet new needs. 
- The MET I has brought enough High Mohihty Multi- 
wheeled Vehicles and Motor Trausportalion Veliicle 
Replacement 7-toa trucks to support the BI.L on (lie ground 
All these V chicks have been outfitted w ith extra armor as it el! 

* But even w ith all the preparations and conlideiice «»t the 
iudoidiial Ma tines, that doesn't sto[i the Jewed ones left 
helund from worn ing 

_'I don't want huu to go- I'm going to pray lor him every 
mom cut.'" said Vivian Lee. 23-ye;u'-old liancee ot a departing 
BI T Marine. "But I know w hat he has to go do." 

The Marines of the 11 th TvLFU are confidem in then 
experience and training to get the job done 

'"The depiovment w ill be easier this time hecau.se vou know 
from experience what you and ever, one around you can do." 
Finch said w ith a calm assuredness 

■ ■ ■ 

Operations^ Security Letter 

Dear 1 ItBMEU lamiliesand friends. 

Now that we are Jeploved I d like lo take a moment to talk 
about some issues that are veiv important to the 11th MED 
fanuh — communications during deplo\ meat, operational 
security, and the role we all play in helping Marines and Sailors 
sta\ safe ■during our time away from home 

In such an advanced inlorniutn»n age. comnuinications w iti) 
famih members m the United States has greativ improved ifom 
deplq\'ments in the past. Not only, do we ha\ e postal mail, but 
iiiembersof the 11 th MEU are fortunate enough to also have e- 
mail and'sailor phones on ship. 

While we expect to have these sendees while on ship, 
please understand that there w ilt he times w hen e-rnail and the 
phones ■will not he available <once we go ashore we should 
also baye access to e-mail, though there will be times when it 
won't work, not to nienfion that it will take some time to get e- 
mail hooked up once w e arrive in cnuntrv. There are a couple 
of reasons w h\ e-iuail won f work, technical ditliculties or times 

■when we must shut-off these services dm ing anexcici.se to 
practice operational secumx Because ot this I request thai 
vou do not become worried it .several Jay s go hv and y on have 
nor receiv ed a call or an c-rnati from \ our Marine or Sailor 

Ciwmumd, con't. front paw 1 i 
i 

these aircraft in Iraq. So, our flight deck is a little more spacious j 
than normal., hut the ship's hangar deck is a little more crowded 
w ith all the extra vehicles 

Now that we're underway , we have heguntomake the ship 
our new home I have walked around ship and have seen pictures 
and mementos from home lucked here and there in work and 
living spaces While we can't replace the comtoits that come 
with hemg with our families, your Marines and .Sailors remain m 
good spirits and are keeping busy fine ot mv priorities is to get 
the Marines acclimated to warmer w eather and the w eight of the 
gear that will he worn while in Iraq. With that m muid. Marines 
will he working out on the flight deck each day. preparing foi the 
high temperatures we'll find in Iraq. Depending on their interesis. 
Marines and Sailors are also working out in the gym. attending 
church services, using the ship's library and soon, taking military 
education classes online. We will continue to do our best to 
provide as manv activities as possible during the transit aboard 
ship 

Bv lire tmre this nevvslettei makes it (o y our mailKix. we will 
have stopped in Hawaii to conduct w hat we call sustniimrent 
training, or refresher training. Making the most of Hawaii's 
w eapon ranges and training facilities, our goat is to keep the skills 
of vom Marine or Sailor sharp. Marines and Sailors were also 
afforded two days of liberty to enjoy the beautiful island of Oahu 

I truly hope everything on the home front is going well and 
w ant to remind you that the Key Volunteer Network is there lo 
help and support you during this deployment. They have 
volunteered and are truly willing and able to assist you in main 
w avy. The Key Volunteer list can be found on page 4 of this 
newsletter 

We have been doing our best to keep the MEU website 
(www. 1 lmeu.usme.mil oi w wu.usinc.mil/ Htluncu — depending on 
v our serv ei) or the telephone hotline for those who don t have 
Internet accesst l-8'';i'>f>76-(.Kv>2 or 7<:i0-725-0471 i updated with the ! 
most recent information. Please lake adv antage of these j 
information tools to get the most recent information on what y out j 
Marine or Sailor is doing. Also, now is a very good time to drop j 
Letters and care packages in the mail for your Marine or Sailor. 
Mailing addresses for CE Marines on each of the three ships are J 
included on page 5 Communication with loved ones back home 
helps make the dm s go by a little faster, so please keep in touch 
Please read pages 2 and 5 for mformation about what csuvcan't be 
said on e-mail and over the phone 

Thank vou for the suppoil vou eontLiiually have provided to 
vom Maiine or Sailor It means a lot. 

Semper Ft 

A M. Haslam j 
Col. USMC | 

Sec OpSec. papr V 
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FAMILY ASSISTANCE COUNSELING 

Message 

Pi«.'-j.>;inJ couaseling sen'iccsarc being uiadtr ;ia oijabie totouiiliei: 
tn svipjH'ii them in coping with the .siiess ot iiKreiised 
deplov■nients rehiletf lo«»pei dtioit Inidxiring [-leeilom mxl 
< tpenition Iiik]i Ineedom. 

I Access is ;e.";ii!;thle through MCCS OneSource. ;i Dot) 
 siXTisored I-S1 Hi telephone service answereJ 24-,7 hy a nuisters- 

degree lex el consultant., or through iListallati- .n designated tamilv 
Mipport stat 1 
2. Sep. icemcinheis and theij iamilie.s w ill l-e provided the 
name and telephone iiumher of a licensed counselor m their 
local community w ho will provide up to fix c pre-|>aid face-to- 
face coimseltng sessir>ns per issue within a gix en year 
regmdnu: situational. n\>n-medical issues such as 
leadjiisririenl to fannlx and marital life, eojuinunientiun. and 
parent-child issues 

(.luestions: 

t. What if the person receiving face-to-face counseling needs 
more sessions ' 

If more sessions on the same issue are needed, the provider 
will give the person a list of other community resources, such 
as mstaJlaliou resources that do not charge a tee. such as a 
familx support center or chapln in. TR1CARJ: or to a provider 
who max charge a tee. if more sessions are needed for a 
different issue that has aiisert live more pre-paid sessions 
will he ax aiiable. 

2. Will the counseling he confidential'.' 

Roth telephonic consultation and tace-to-faee counseling xx ill 
he confidential in accordance xx ilhcunerit Seiviee guidelines. 
Those ie«|uesting information or counseling xx ill be inix-irned 
of the guideline before they begin discussion. 

3. Chin a family mem her obtain face-to-face sessions without the 
s ponsor's knoxv ledge? 

..1 
The legbil family member of a service member oi guaidianot a 
sen ice inemiwi s dependents can obtain face-to-tuce 
sessions wilhout the sponsoi T kamx iedge. 

" V-±- 

For indh iduals to access, call MCCS One Source 
Shl)-02?S 

En Espauol (KNN) 732-,)«2« 
Tl>D callers dial (SOU) 346-01S.S 

Community 
Services 

Get answers to anv question — for FREE! 

MCCS ONE SOURCE: Provides assistance and information 
24 hrs a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, by calling the 
following numbers or accessing the website listed. Degreed, 
credentialed consultants and specialized research teams are 
available to answer questions pertaining to everyday issues, 
financial matters, education and schooling, health and wellness, 
parenting and child care, relationships, midlife and retirement, 
and legal issues. Confidentiality is assured. This service has 
personnel available who can translate over 140 languages, is 
TTY/TTD accessible; and is on-line accessible for low vision 
users needing assistive technologies. It is available for Marine 
active duty service members, Marine reserve service members, 
family members, and Navy personnel attached to Marine units. 

A Marine and family members will have several ways to 
access services. First, they will be able to do self-help online at 

User ID is "marines" and password is 
"semperfi". If the caller needs more information, or they just 
want to talk to a person, they will be able to call 1 - (800) 433-6868 
to speak to a consultant. The consultant is one of 175 individu¬ 
als who have Masters degrees in Social Work or comparable 
degrees, certified professionals supported by 50 B.S./B.A. level, 
researchers who will gather information and respond to queries. 
The consultant can also provide additional information on the 
caller's issues, which can include more literature or even an 
audiotape. 

ToU-fteeCONUS: 1-800-433-6868 
Toll-fiee OCONUS: 96-001-800-237-42374 

Collect Call OCONUS: 484-530-5908 
TTY/TDD: 1-800-346-9188 
Enespanol: 1-888-346-9188 

Online at www.mccsonesource.com 
User ID: Marines 

Password: Semperfi 
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- r MCCS Information 

Jun 5 - Mongoose Bike Stunt Show - In front of AM 
Seasons Store (Mainside Center). Show times 10am, .. 
Noon, 2 p.m. See the world's most talented free style 
athletes. 760-725-4189 

Ail New Ribs & Chicken Lunch Special - All-You Can- 
Eat Ribs & Chicken lunch buffet every Monday at the 
South Mesa Club. The menu includes Beef Ribs 
barbequed in a Special Sauce, Freshly Battered 
Chicken, Corn on the Cob, Dirty Pice, Baked Beans 
with Bacon, Corn Bread and Fresh Baked Apple 
Cobbler. The price is only $6.50/ $5.20 with club card. 
Info 725-2231. 

SERVICES 
All New Movies Now Two Day Rentals - Take two! All 
new release movie rentals at The Zone are now two- 
day rentals. Also, if you rent a new release on Friday 
and return it by noon on Saturday you get a $1 credit. 
Visit your nearest Zone location today. 

Free Prescription Glasses! For a limited time, 
purchase any frames priced $100 or more, fitted with 
litestyie lenses and receive a second pair of 
prescription glasses absolutely free! The Family Vision 
Center's two Camp Pendleton locations offer a huge 
selection of reasonably priced name brand frames and 
contacts. Eye exams are available on site (Tricare 
Prime accepted). Call for an appointment today; 
Mainside Center (760) 385-4030, Pacific Plaza (760) 
763-1757. 

SEMPER FIT 
Summer Bowling Camp at Devil Dog Lanes - Ages 6- 
17years. 9am - 4pm. June 21-24, July 26-29, August 
16-19. $80 per session. Call 725-8929 for more 
information. 

Trail Rides - The base stables offer trail rides, pony 
rides, breakfast and dinner rides. Call the stabies at 
725-5094 for more information. 

MARINE & FAMILY SERVICES - The following Youth 
Centers offer weekday fun for kids ages 11-18 from 2- 
6pm: De Luz Youth Center 725-5608, Wire Mountain 
Youth Center 725-2102 and San Onofre Youth Center 
(949)_ 498-9166. 

Base Libraries offer Pre-School Story Time - 9:30am 
Tuesdays at the South Mesa Library, Wednesdays at 
Seaside Square Library and Thursdays at Patrick J. 
Carney "Library. For more information call 725-5669. 

The Relocation Office offers Camp Pendleton 
information that includes a Welcome Aboard package 
filled with resources available for married and single 
service members. The Peiocation Office is located in 
Bldg. 13150, room 334. Call (800) 253-1624 or 725- 
3802. 

(What is the Key Volunteer Network? 

Key Volunteers provide a commuuication. referral and support 
network to 11th MEU families. Appointed and directed by the 
MEU commander, tire volunteers provide command informa¬ 
tion. problem solving assistance and outreach By keeping 
MEU families better informed, establishing a sense of 
community, and offering resource options in times of need, 
the volunteers enable the MEU to achieve a higher state ot 
unit readiness. 

11 th MEU K VN Advisor - I.> nn Haslam i < >09 > 491-01X5 Cell: 
(760)214-8027 ,.; ....v„ ... 

1 i tfi MET r KVN Coordinator — Carolyn Zyla <: 909 > 3< U-«X>20 
Cell: (909) 719-4538 

Kev Volunteers: 
Je a nnenc B b >cker 7 c >i •- JkC1 V> 14 
Email 
Bernadette Jarosz 760-806-3368 
Email: 
Melissa Johnston 760-385-4826 
Email: 
Sherrv Metover 760-724-5988 
Email: 
Robin Sile 760-430-2744 
Stacv Smith 760-798-2570 
Email: 
Kirstcn Thompson '* >9-401-( V! 6 
Email: 
Emergency contact if Carolyn is unavailable 
Jessica Zanata 760-967-7345 
Email: ... cell 760-672-3656 
MarlevNelms 760-476-9062 
Email: 
Jacriue Weede 760-630-0362 
Email: 
Stephanie Butler 760-745-7024 
Email 
Anvzie Evans 949-498-2160 
Email: 
Hollv Carver 760-430-4179 
Email: 
Kellv Ellebracht 760-430-8450 
Email: 
Sharon Bell 949-366-6301 
Email: 
Geonzeannn Wiltse 760-639-4110 
Email: 
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(JpSt'c ?con'i frrnt} pn^c 2 
zf ^ m 

W lule sen ices lihee-miuiaaJ saths phones atloo k>i uisl'Uii 
comiminiearioj) \\~c must be caieful not to pass sensitive 
iniVtmiation when talkine to one anotiier. If 1 discuss certain 
mtoiination unuv Icilers to you. ot ifW on see inlonnnijou on the 
wel-site. know tluit is lias been appivn cd for public release In 
our higher headcjuariers. Until Ingher lieadqiuuters en. e.s us 
authorih to discuss certain inforniat ton. Marines of the MHU '.vjll 
not be allowed to discuss the follow ing subject inattei with 
families or friends: 

:k i Hij. <.>perations or missions — current, lulure. or potential 
* I. oclition of ships or trooi^s ashore — current. J'uture or 

potential 
* Port visits of the 11th MEI1 outside of the U.S. —current 

future, or ixitential 
* Troop movements of 11 th MET I pei soand 

•' Dates and times concerning the above inforination 
* Anv other information that may seem .sensitive 

Higher headquarters will monitor telephone and e-nuul traftic 
sent froih'ship and ashore, so please make ensure sensitive 
inforination is not being passed We do not w ant am of our 
Marines and Sailors to get m trouble for discussnig such 
information. 

In order for Marines and Sailors to continue to have these 
.seiviees available, it is imperative that everyone — Maiines, 
Sailors famih and friends — abide bv the above guidelines 
during correspondence. Some ME I ;s in the past have had 
problems with operational sectuit'. violations and thus have had 
e-mail and sailor phone pro i leges turned off at times. I hope that 
we can avoid this from happening. 

Also: please be aware of the information thai s passed during 
coin eisations with liiciKls acquaintances, neighbors, etc It is 
alwavs important to practice good opeiational seeunh when it 
comes to the welfare of our Marines and Sailors. 

It vou lim e any questions during the depl.s. uienr 1 
encourage '< ou to use the Ke* Volunteer Netw«>rk This is an 
excellent means to keep updated 'with information concerning the 
MF' f Also \ isit the 11 Hi MET I' website at w ww . I lineu.usmc.mil 
for the latest mtoimation. For (hose of vou without Internet 
access call The 11 thMEU telephone hotline at 17oO< 725-'M71 or 
toll-free at l-i bOiV 67o-o<v>2 Tliese w ill be updated as much as 
possible during deploy ment to keep friends ;md tamih informed 
oft he I Is acti'. liies 

Thank \'on lor ' <an continued supporr of the i Ith MLf' 
taiiulv .r, . 

-- "iv SemperFi. 

Advl F.laslam 
Col. U.SM< 

Mail Call 

Automatic soiTation equipment used l>y the United States Postal 
Sen ice makes it imperative that Marines utilize their address 
exactly as it is listed <lo include the U1C and nine digit zip code) 
Deviation from this address format may result in addresses being 
unreadable to scanners, resulting in mail deliver, delay s The 
follow ing information w ill nut he show n in or become part ol the 
mailing address. 

11") Ship's Name 
i'2 i Ship 's Address 
(3) < ieogrupliical Loentioji 
(41 Task Force Designator 

Customs: 
Ensure persiumel are aware of customs regulations to and from 
the area of deploy ment All parcels sent to. h orn, or between 
FTO/APO addresses must bear the proper customs form. All mail 
weighing lb ounces or more that bear postage must be presented 
to a postal clerk ai a post office for mailing. Amaxinium of 
SZOo.OU per day per addressee for personal items and $100.00 per 
due per addressee for gifts, may be mailed "Duty Free " 

Below are the correct mailing addresses for each unit/ship 

USS Belleati Wood 
GRADE NAME f tsmc 
llUTN'lEVD.SECTfON) 

T.'IC 4252'1 

FX VrAP%(d 0-252" 

GRADE NAME USMC 
ISTFGRCERHCt >Nt5ECTI<JN) 
"IL'42552 
FF\ J .-\P 'Ai > 11..»-2552 

IISS Denver 
(TrR. \DE NAIvfl? USMk" 
I mi MEU !SECTION) 
UIC 42524 
FI''.) AP "-Ubl 0-2524 

USS Conistoek 
<. fR.AI >E NAME USMt 
1 I TH MET T (SECTIGN ) 
TJIC 42522 
FB ) AP %b 10-2522 
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For tiio Families and Friends of Marines and Sailors of ihc 1 lib MEU Command CIcmem 

Photos of ship life aboard the 

USS Beileau Wood 

I light deck P i 
Mki- >' i.; r.,v,i 

run I.SS Bhl. I. E.M. \VtH.>L> .Mar:ne> rvnh Oauaiun; L-iiiiisng 
Tsam St Batuilion. 4th Marine Kegimi-at. ; i th Marine l:\peJih.'nary I. nit 
(Special Opeia/itins Capaoivl, pie|>:ire tn Marine rt.rps jUi>h-i;p'. t'11- 
-ir-F; N'-. i kruyhi hciict'picr.- «n rhv Ihght tlvtk here. Jtme 2a. The llight ueck is 
"pen lor physie.i! irasi:i:»}i nvfUy duriisi! the nioiaine hours, whieh « hen many 
nil its take atUanta^e of the open Hight deek train in ltd: c(>mi<ai gear. 

AUt'ARD THE; t ss UELLE \r \V< M">0 Mote .han 2" Ct'tnmaitd Eleweoi 
Marine'- o ent thiout.'h ftutv h-i:!' .tf srainti.tr evety itittrnji-e for two '.reek' to 
compictc the r-eotiiree ".ratning -yiiaFt:-. so reeeit e '.ketr gray heh. 

From the Commanding Officer 

Dear ! IthMLU families and 
friends. 

Ctreelmgs from 
somewhere in the middle of 
the ocean! We passed 
through the famous Straits of 
Maliaeca a couple of days 
ago, sailing in-beiween 
Singapore and the many 

islands conslituiing Indonesia. It \vo>f I be lung 
until we sail out of the U.S. Pacific Command area of 
operations and enter into the U.S. Central ( oinmatul 
area of operations. The Marines ami Sailors of the 
MFU are all eagerly awaiting tin's since we will then 
beetempi from state and federal taxes! 

Sailing west towards Iraq also means warmer, 
more humid weather. When the seas and winds 
allow. Command l:.!emem Marines are out on the 
flighl deck, running in their combat gear, getting 
acclimated to the heat and the weight of their 
equipment. CU Marines are also in the gym lifting 
weights, in the hangar bay learning the Marine 
Corps Martial Arts Program (MCMAP l. or on the 
flight deck conducting weapons shoots. Soon the 
Ckl will go on a training hike. Yes. as you can 
imagine, we will be doing numerous laps around the 
flighl deck to get acclimated to the warmer weather 
and the weight of our gear We w ill definitely he 
ready when we enter Iraq. 

Yesterday w e tritjoyed what the Navy calls a 
'steel beach." or a barbeque on the flight deck. 
i..\en though our plans to have the event outside 
were foiled by sO-knul winds, we didn' t let that 
hamper the fun. Instead, we just moved the event 
(Mito the ship's mess deck and the officer's 
wardroom. In addition to a meal of barbeque ribs 
and chicken, hamburgers and hoidogs. anil baked 
beans ami corn on the cob. Marines and Sailors 
were able to participate in karaoke. Later in the day. 
we were all served pizza. It was definitely the best 
day "s worth of food smce we left 1 lauaii. 

."kv Comniami. /e/gv _ 
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Command, ant'i. h oiu [Kt^f } 
v ■ 

* 1:vvn lliousjii \\c slill have quite a distance to sail before 
cmerinu the Arabian Ciull. our lime aboard ship seems to be 
Hying by very quickly. There is a lot of plantiing thai is 
cuirenlly undenvay in regard to the offload from ship and our 
mission in Iraq. We'll be sure to keep you updated. 

It you have any questions during the deploymem. 1 
encourage sou to use lite Key Volunteer Network. 1 his is an 
escellenl means to keep updated with information concerning 
the Mt.U. Also, visit the 11 tit Mt;U website at 
w w w. I Imeu.usmc.mil for the latest information, tor those ot 
you without Internet access, call the 1 lib MfA.1 telephone 
hotline at (7601725-0471 or toll-free at i-(Sb<->) 676-0062. These 
will be updated as much as possible during deploymem to 
keep friends and family informed of the Mb.Lrs acti\ hies. 

Thank you for y our continued support of the I ! th MtU 
family.; 

'M* ■ --.J.-'Vj 

Semper Fi, 

A.M. I laslam 
Col. USMC 

Steel Beach moves to the messdeck 
jii. lunu-t J ; 

^oun^itu) TJIE-t¥s KtLL-EAtiVH.WHk.- - Pit. VicHtdFtievas. . 
warchC-'tytv cierk.. l<uU;Uion l.tuiatnj.' fvam Is! BtiuaiNvi. 4th Mttnne 
Rvj/miVaji.'i 'oh Mtmr.c• E.vpctJ:iion;tr> '. nn tSpec;;ii Opeufttuiw — 
( ;ip;it)!c'k,Sjtin> rcewuK Murint/ the Navy'- ".S'.o.I Peach" tntrhequc 
iutrtjt hcic. .tiurc ~ - ~~ '     

"-"F-tiyTkr.s'i haVvmrewaaiimaiaiSS Itwtcae. 
tJrc-evvin- «as 0BrvtfaA«rrte.^^>nt»-'snm'jyTinr-fc-. dw chB.-t*£.-BG:^? aad^hc 
til'iicci'S iirauiTiii. cyua#_5si'.li_a_jn».ai.el.Ltati^ttiiv n&Zirluckcst. 
hamhiirjers, heuKtjis. Fal.cd bcatt:- antl corr. uii dtc coir Martnc* a-.s! 
raikuj- wxp: -ibic in nari'cipatc it; karaoke. 

Marines make a new home in troop berthing 
PU.i.'i,. < r.-.o 

vnuAKP DIE CSS BELLt'Ai; WOOD Lancc Cpi. Bidv J. 
l lark, iiicht cHuipwcni operator .t ith c'.nnPa; Cargo. ! i,h Marine 
E.xpcoitiotiary I nis t.spcctai Operations Capablek |Vi»v< the atnc in 
Ui-ap berth:r.g V n-:iich:itjj a movie on fci> personal laptop •.oinptiier 
ken;, .tiiiii; 14. 

"Marines have so uei msci! to riving in ctosv qu.tr'ers sth \en 
tittle person:ti spaec." the Savannah, iia.. natbc suk!. "i D-. book- 
niiii DVDs me a inns: li.o e liu any Mnriii.- liviiig. .insn hvie " 
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Several free day and overnight eamp opporuuiiiies for military 
ehiklrcn.'.care paekrtge.s for deployed. l><iok> tor deployed _~ 
serv icemernbers. other heebie's... 

FREE CAMP FOR MILITARY CHILDREN 
Cii\ e the kids of our deploy ed aelive milinuy ianiilies an _ -  

opportunity. I t>r the sttnimen >f 200-4. our goal is to send kids-- 
troin deployed aelive miliuiry families to a summer camp. WewiiU- 
prtivide seliolai>hip.s for kids to attend up to a week stay at a 
summer eamp ol'lheir choice; L lutreh (amp, (. amp fire. Boys & 
Girls C lub. Boy Scouts. Girl Scouts, etc. -y, 
-y A summei camp can be a "turning point in a kid's lite. We 
want to create and allow that opporumil} to happen. Our 
purpose is.to pros ide and God will direct the rest. 

When duly calls, someone is left behind, perhaps a spouse 
•and/or a kki. Children are our most precious gifts. We can otter 
some coin tort 10 our aelive military parents through our camp 
scholarship program. A summer camp experience can ha\ e an 
incredible positive influence on a kid's lite. It can lead to a hte- 
changing experience anil we want to otter the opportunity to our 
coumrv's deployed active military tamilies w ho sacrifice so much. 

Qualifications: 
"Up to 17 years old 
Two" references ~— 
Military family economics challenged ~ ™ 
Child must ha\ e a desire to attend a camp 
y stressful military family situation (parent in the war. 
parent terminally ill. parent lost job. etc. > " 
Personal interview with child & parent or guardian (phone 

\or.in person interviews) 
. Short essay from child and'or parent expressing desire for 
attending camp. 

Register a kid from a deployed active military family 
(. on tact us ami we w ill e-mail yon the necessary lorms 10 
complete for a scholarship process. manaduhCOOO-o e.vcom 
Website: 

opkrIvtion purple 
Organi/uiion that is sponsoring free eamp (some or all are day 

camps) tdf military children. It is called OPt KATION PURPLh. . 
and is thrif National Military families Assocuuon ... ! here are 
located in numerous locaiions around the country ... 

. Ne.xvs articles i'egarding (fperation Purple and their 
contributors; 
. and 

z 

Sea world & Busch (.iardens 
for those sen iceniembers w ho didn t get t«» taxe ad* aiuage 

of five admission to Seaworid and Busch gardens las! year due i«» 
parttcipaiion in (HI.... I itey hav e exten.died dungs.. 

Mood of the took-. 
Operation GYafitude 

AIW I has become the first corporate sponsor ol^'Operation 
Ciratiiude by coniribulmg iO.pOO AlkV t pro-paid phone cards "I 
am extremely grateful f'orA'l WTs generosity." said Curoly n 
Blashek, the foumler of Operation Gratitude. "Plume cards are 
the item most requested by our brave men and women in the 
military overseas, and AI'&Ts donation will allow many of them 
to stay in touch with their loved ones." [o h;i\e a care package 
sent to someone overseas, please go to the following website: 

V MCA Camp opporfunitics for niilitarv children 
Most of the summer camp programs in your respective areas 

(mainly YMCA t are gearing up for summer camp registrations, 
had) and every one of these chapters hme scholarships 
available for children to go to camp, especially for military 
children w ho may be feeling the stresses associated with their 
parent involved wills lite ongoing war. While each and every • 
request can't won"! be provided for, a good majority are thru 
donations of corporations ami generous individuals. Some of 
these chapters require a "synopsis" of why you think your child 
may be deserving or could benefit from the summer camp 
experience, others don't. 

Here is a link to the country's YMf A summer camp listings. 

    J his i.sn'l charity, h is the 
community w anting to give something to the children... .And it 
you have checked the cost of send just one child to summer 
camp for a week, you already know just how- expensive these 
trips can be. and can be out of tire reach of some military families. 
Once you have located a camp that you would like your chiiu to 
attend, email them a "scholarship request for military child" with 
vour child's mformatiun. In these cases, you are responsible for 
gelling your child to the depariuse point of the camp buses so 
use caution in picking a camp far from youi base. 

Books for Soldiers 
lliev hav e a website (  ' .Cattel.... 

basically it is tor any branch of >erv ice. people who w ant books 
sent to their deployed units. MoMFZwIfo pusraro commanders or' 
chaplains. Occasionally you will see guys posting looking lor a 
specific book ..or a commander chaplain who t-> wonted about 
iheir sen iccmember w ho is getting no mail. I hey have the ability 
to send books anonymously. You send the books to them, and 
the organization will forward them, if there arc security concerns. 

I his group has beer, written about in the news. 

Onet ation Childcarc 
Major child care providers in the country are offering free 

tiki care for the children of any tetummg troops. 
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Mv Litttc Military Mailbox 
Sends Tree gill package u> miluan- cliikhvn liiru tlonaiiuns. 

Go tn: and then 
go !o"Sir;N \'nt IR < I iiLO Uf ItLKK" . Site sponsored by 
mi I nan \s i\ es. 

Boys & Cirls Clubs open doors for mHitarv eliiidreii 
Ciiikiienofall mitiian service members, activedttiv and 

reserve components, are welcome through the doors ot Boys & 
GirB Clubs of America everv v\ here. e\ en it they do not In e on or 
near a niilitary installation. Boys <.k: (iirls t. 'iubs oi America 
national president Rovanne Spillet! has urged all clubs to ""open 
their doors" to support the children of militarv families, 
pariicularly thiwe families in which the service membet is 
vleployed. 

"Wehave affiliated programs w ith all military services in 37S 
yoiiih centers tm military bases worldwide, she said. 

I his outreach pariicularly targets the children of Army and 
Air National Guard and U.S. Army Reserve personnel in 
cuinmuniiies that may not be near a military installation and CY S 
youth programs on posi. 

Some local Bovs & Girls C'lubs w ill offer tree membersnips to 
military children, particularly targeting voulh near a military 
installation. Clubs will adjust their programs to assist military 
children in dealing with lamily separations, relocations, and ihe 
possibility of an armed eon flic l involving a parent. 

Yo locate the nearcsi local Boys & Girls Club, call i-S(iO-S_s4- 
CLUB or log on to their W'ebsne. . f or more 
on deployinem and family support programs, see: 
\v\v\v.mifhary.e»'Mtv'deployiviem 

r ' - 

Project Honicfront 
I loine Depot Volunteers helping Militarv Families 

Operation AC 
Supported by Many Corporate Sponsors a non-prolu 

Delaware company operating on dona I ion* only, sends 1 Hh 
single 'phase ice machines to our troops in Iraq as well as various 
basic items lite soldiers request and despenuelv need. 

"I t is my hope that we make their existence in Iraq during their 
doplovmenl as sale and as easy on them as possible given the 
job they are there to do. Rested Soldiers are more alert and able 
u» perfdnh their duty SM-YLY' 

l-'rankie Mayo OperationAf 

'What is the Key Volunteer Network? 

Key Volunteei's prov ide a comnumication, referral and support 
network to 11 ih MHU families. Appointed and directed by the 
MtU commander, the volunteers provide command informa¬ 
tion, problem solv ing assistance and outreach. By keeping 
ML'U families better informed, establishing a sense of 
community, and offering resource options in times of need, 
the volunteers enable the MtU to achieve a higher slate of 
unit readiness. 

1 llh MtU k VN Adv isor— Lynn i laslam 1109) 40 i -01S 3 Cel 1: 
(760)2I4-K027 .■ 

1 1 th MtU KVN Coordiimtor — (. amlyn Zv la <909} 30.1-9026 
Cell: (909)719-153S 

Kcv Volunteers: 
Jennnene Blocker 7(->O-3S5-0314 
tmail: 
Bemadette Jarosz 760-806-3368 
tmail:   
Melissa Johnston 760-385-4826 
tmail: 
Sherrv Metover 760-724-5988 
tmail: 
Robin Sile 760-430-2744 
Stacv Smith 760-798-2570 
tmail: 
Kirsten 1 hompson ! .(X.I 16 
I j nail: .. 
tmcrgcncy contact if Caroh n is unavailabh' 
Jessica Zaoata 760-967-7345 
tmail: cell 760-672-3656 
Marlev Nehns 760-476-9062 
tmail: 
Jacque Weede 760-630-0362 
tmail: 
Stephanie Butler 760-745-7024 
tmail 
Amrie tvans 949-498-2160 
tmail: 
1 lollv Carver 760-430-4179 
tmail: 
Kellv tllebracht 760-430-8450 
tmail: 
Sharon Bell 949-366-6301 
tmail: 
Georgeanna Willse 760-639-4110 
bnail:   „  

V  J 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (SOC) 

Pacific Pride 

Occanside C hamber ot Commerce 
I lie Ocennside ( jiamber of < 'oiiuticivc s new website 

now realu!e-> ootipon^ lot active 
duly militaiv petsiMinel and liteir families. Jusl visit the (..'amp 
PemUeton Sevtton of tlie Clianiber website and click on 
"Coupons" on tite memi bar on the leli hand side of the page. 
You will have access to nunien:m> coupons for discounled 
products and serv ices offered by members of lite Oeeartside 
Chamber of Commerce I hese include discounts on Restaurants. 
I lotels. Apartments. Carpet Cleaning. Gift Baskets and more Be 
sure to visit lite site weekly, as new coupons are being added on 
a regular basis. 

A?:* 
Griffith Park Military Appreciation Day 

The l.os Angeles l ive Steamers Club f LA1.S) is show ing its 
appreciation of the U.S. Armed forces b\ opening its taeiliiy at 
Griffith Park to military members and their dependents. July Uf 
from lUam -4pni. 

I'he Los Angeles Live Steamers Club is a private club and not 
normailv open to the public. LA1..S w ill provide tree train rides. A 
hotdog lunch will be- available for Se at the site, but you are also 
free to bring in your own food; il s a great place lor a picnic! \ ou 
will also have the opportunity to visit Walt Disney's I rain Bam. 
located within the Live Steamer s taciliiv. 

f 
Date: Saturday. July 10 
Time: 10a.m. -4 p.m. 

r 
Location: 
Grilfith Park. Los Angeles 
5202 Zoo Drive. Los Angeles. ( A00027 

Admission: 
l-'reewiil) Military' Dependent ID cards 
free admission is limited to the tns! 1.000 guests 

Includes: 
free admission to LA Live S tea met «. lub facility 
Discount to LA /.on 
free ridmission to the Auin Western Museum 

Reading Buddies Summer Club 2004 
South Mesa Library BUIil 200090 Fues .a 0930 
20 .lime 04\\ ild Wonders AnitTial Show 
06 Jufv 04Marv Bcacii s Story I heater 
13 Julvo4Craig Stone s Magic Show 
20.lu!v 04fsunningpalii"s Nav aho Nation 
27 July 04Kalhy l elket Y Puppets 
03 Aug'GPacilic Animals Ptoducliotis 
!0 Aug 041 rimble & friends \ entrtloqui.sin 

Mail Call 

Automaiic sortation equipment used by the I'nited States Postal 
Service makes it imperative that Marines utilize their address 
exactly as it is listed (to include the LUC and nine digit zip code). 
Deviation from this address formal may restil! in addresses being 
unreadable to scanners, resulting, in mail delivery delays. I he 
following information w ill not be shown in. or become part of the 
mailing address. 

< I) Ship's Name 
(2) Ship's Address 
(3) Geographical Location 
(4) Task force Designator 

Customs: 
Lnsure personnel are aw are of customs regulations U> and from 
the area ot deployment. All parcels sent to, trom. or between 
f PO/APO addresses must bear the proper customs torm. All mail 
weighing 16 ounces or more that bear postage must be presented 
to a postal clerk at a post olfiee for mailing. A maximum of 
$200.00 per day per addressee for personal items and S100.00 per 
tlav per addressee for gifts, may be mailed "Duty free."' 

Your Marine-Sailor's address w ill follow him her w iicrevcr he she 
goes. Below are the correct mailing addresses for each unit ship: 

USS Bcllcau Wood 
(iRADt: NAM t USMC 
1 111 1 Mh'L1 (SLC I ION) 
UK." 42520 
I POAP00610-2520 

GRADL NAMh USMC 
1ST FORCL RL(ON iSLC I JON» 
U1C 42552 
I PO APOob 10-2552 

USS Denver 
ORADh NAMLUSMC 

1 I I'll MtU tSLCl ION) 
UIC 42524 
MOAP'Kk. 10-25 24 

l.'SS Comstock 
GRADLNAMLUSMC 
i 1 1II MLl iSLCHON) 
UK 42522 
1 lOAPOob 10-2522 

Seaside Square Library Bld^. 51093 Weds a 0930 
36 June I'M Wild! Wonders Animal Show 
07 July 04Mary Beach's Story Theater 
14 July (MCraig Stone's Magic Show 
21 July 04Runningpaih A Navaho Nation 
2N.!uly 04K3thy FelkerN Puppets ' 
04 Aug f.)4Pacific Xnimals Prinhictions 
I! Aug041 'rimble & Lrieiids X'enirikxjuism 

Carney Library Bldg. 114<>Tliurs it 0930 
0 i July 04Wild Wonders Anmuii Sh.-'v 
Os July 04Mary Beach's Story Theater 
1 5 July 04( raig Stone > Magic Show 
22 Juiy 04Runningputh's Navaho Nation 
20 July 04K.aih> 1 elker's Puppets 
05 Aug 04Pacific Animals Prodiuctions 
12 Aim 04 1 rimble A PncndsYcmnioquism 
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For ibe J-'ainiiios aiul Frionds oi Miiiincs iincl Saiiois of iho 1 !ill ML (J Comnianti f loivioiii 

11th MEU arrives in Iraq 
V.>r, (v.- f.'-pi. NbiiUcn S. 

FORVV AR!) OFFR AI iNG BASt: DUKL. irai| -Marines andsailoisof 
ihe I !ih Marine fcxpeditioncuy Gnu (Special Opera lions Capable) arrived 
here and in oilier forward operating bases receniiv lo eomiuei Secnriiv and 
Siabilitv Operaiions in ihe An Najal and Al Qada.si_\ah provinces. 

'Id laciliialri ihis mission in the soiuh-eerUn-il region ol Iraq. Mt.f; 
personnel will operate out of tliree diflereni fOBs -- Duke, Leho and llolel 
— located ouiside ihe major cities of An Najaf and .-\d Diwaniv ah. The 
MtiU's aviation combat element will operate out of FOB Duke as well as A! 
Astul Air Base. located wesi of Bagiidad. 

A battalion of Army engineers, two platoons of Army military police, an 
Fl Salvadorian infantry battalion, and various other units wall augment the 
MFU as.they conduct SASO. whidi includes training dements of the Iraqi 

National Guard 
and Iraqi Police. 

Farlier this 
month, tlie MFU 
offloaded the 
ships of the 
Bel lean Wood 
t vpediiionary 
Strike Group and 
eonducled a week 
of training in 
Kuwait before 
traveling north. !o 
iite three FOBs by 
vehicle convoy 
and military 
aircraft. ThoMfcT' 
w ill take 
responsibility of 
tlie two prov inees 
frotn tile G.S. 

ArmyVTa.sk Force Dragon  made up of element.-, of the I Infantry 
t)i\ isK>Ji-:=r- once an official turnover betw een the two units is complete. 

task Force Dragon assumed control of ihe area of operations during ihe 
las! moiilh. relieving elements ol Ihe I si Armored Division and the 2nd 
Armored C avalty Regiment, who had been extended tw ice in Iraq. 

The prov inccs the MFU is taking control of aren't entirely new- to 
Marines. Afiet ma jot' cuinbai was declared over. 1st Battalion. i h Marine 
Regiment, conducted SASO in An Naiaf. and 2 5 had the same mission in 
Ad Divvaniyah. 

See Ira if . irrivul, /'ogi 2 

Arriving in Iraq 
s, < ..I ViMifcs- > RXIui-uS 

KriRWARD OPEKATINti IJASE litHtL. inu 
Licuivitani tivii. J;mies T. cwvomim.iii-.ij saeiu-rjl. 
i Nbiritu.- t'-.pee•• i-'ivn;. Fci^c. . .criio. M•juries une 

' "'>i' il'c inh Maru-.c txaeuiikmary lAii (special 
OperuHwiv- (.'apabtci w lu« :.irr:veil lv.iv roeendy. Cor.vetjy 
also vixw-ii FOfi Dekc and the Vlnriiu- there. 

From the Commanding Officer 

Dear 11 th MFU families and 
friends. 

Greclmgs from 
somewhere in the middle of 
the ocean! We passed 
through ihe famous Slraits of 
Mallacca a couple of days 
ago, sailing in-between 
Singapore and die many 

islands conslituling Indonesia. Il won't be long 
until we sail out of"the G.S, Pacific Command area of 
operalions and enter into ihe U.S. Central Command 
area of operalions. The Marines and Sailors of the 

j MFU are all eagerly aw ailing Ihis since we w ill then 
i be exempt from stale and federal taxes! 
| Sailing west towards Iraq also means w armer, 
! more humid weather. When the seas and winds 
j allow. Command Flemem Marines are out on the 
j flight deck, running in their combat gear, getting 

acclimaied to the heat and the w eight of their 
equipment. CF: Marines are also in the gym lifting 
weights, in the hangar bay learning the Marine 
C orps Martial Arts Program (MCMAP). or on the 
llight deck conducting weapons shoots. Soon lite 
C F will go on a iraining hike. Yes. as you can 
imagine, we will be doing numerous laps around the 
flight deck to gel accliniated to the wanner weather 
and ihe weigiu of our gear. We v\ ill definitely be 
ready when we enter Iraq 

Yesterday we enjoyed what the Navy calls a 
steel beach.' or a bnrbeque on the High! deck. 

Fven though our plans to have lite event outside 
were foiled by SD-knot winds, we didn't let thai 
hamper the fun. Instead, we just moved the event 
onto the ship's mess deck and the officer's 
wardroom. In addition to a meal ofbarbeque ribs 
and chicken, hamburgers and hotdogs. and baked, 
beans and corn on the cob. Marines and Sailors 
were able to participate in karaoke. Fater in the day. 
we were all served pi/ca. It was definitely the best 
dav "s worth i-f food since we left Hawaii. 

See Commaftii /< 
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Inu/' irnruf. ; m? /. u ;>m /'i 

Hie-'Ml-U is comprised ol iite COnuiUDid hleiiient; Baualion 
i and-ing loain Ui BaUalion. 4ih Mariik' Regimcni: Marino Mediuni 
J lelicopier Squadron i66 {reinfvH'oedJ: and MSenice Support 
< ironp I!. 

The Mhl'\ ionnth of stay is airromly uiidoiennined. 

llth^MEU Marine receives Navy Cross in 
lracI Ifc 
S'ory !Cpl Ma''.n-.v- S. 

CAMPFOKWARi)OPkRATING BAShUOILL. Iraq- A hero 
is ofteniimes ihought to be one who overootnes sotne great 
obstacle for the bettenneui nfhi.-% fellow nuui. Such legends How 
freely ihroughout our society, especially in the Marine Corps, 
and their memories offer motn. ation m the w eakest and 
strongest. 

f irst Sgi. Justin D. Lehew doesnT believe Marines are heroes. 
"fhere are heroes in life, but we are not it. We're just 

Marines." Lehew. company first sergeant. Company C. liaualiou 
Landing learn !si Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, i lilt Marine 
Lxpeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable), said after 
recalling the events of a dreadful day over a year ago. 

I he story of Jessica Lynch was w ell publicized, but the story 
of the Marines who came upon her unit's position an hour after 
the ambush, and the hellish battle those Marines endured that 
day, isn.j as w el I kn i >w n. 

Lehew. a gunnen sergeant at lite time, was aw arded the Navv 
Cross tor his aetiims that day. March 23. 2003. More than a year 
later and in the same country in which he earned it. Lt. < ieii. 
James I . Conway, commaiidmg gencr.i!. 1 Marine Lspeditionan 
f orce, personally presented the medal to Lehew on July 24. 

"This is something you'll probably never see again." said 
Conway. to the MLU Marines that witnessed the Navy Cross 
being aw arded. " I his is second only to the t ongressional 
Medal of I lonor." 

Lehew was a platoon sergeant for C. ompany ;\. Jsi Battalion, 
2nd Marine Regimeni. Task force iaraw a. during Operation Iraqi 
freedom. I hey were riding their way through Iraq in amphibious 
assault vehicles. 

"1 can remember the day pretty v iv idly," he said. 
Just outside of An Nasiriyaii. his unit was the foremost unit 

overiakfng the area where S.dOo Iraqi soldiers were thought to be 
surrendering. 

I lie.erreceived a distress call Irom American soldiers in the 
area. It didn't make sense to them because his Marines were 
■supposed to be the foremost unit there. 

"I tumped on the ground and started asking lite Marines it 
thev bud scon any soldiers around. Lehew said. "I hey said they 
hadn't seen anything." 

Coiwmiiut lon'r. irom /',.'qe / 

Lwen though we still have quite a distance to sail before 
entering the Arabian Gult. our lime aboard ship seems to he 
flying by very quickly. There is a lot of planning that is 
currently underway in regard to the offload from ship and our 
mission in Iraq. We'll be sure to keep you updated. 

If vou have any questions during the deploy ment. I 
encourage you to use the key Yoiunleer Network. 1 his is an 
excellent means to keep updated with information concerning 
the Mfc'U. Also, visit the I i th Mf.U website at 
wwav. i i men.usmc.mil lor the latest mlormntion. I or those ot 
vc»u without Internet access, call the 1 lib MLU telephone 
hotline at (7m)) 725-0471 or toll-free at !-(S66)(>76-06o2. These 
will be updated as much as possible during deployment to 
keep friends and family informed of the ML Is activities. 

Thank you for your continued support of the i I th MLU 
family. 

Semper Li. 

A.M. i laslam 
Col. USMC 

After pushing forward and searching for 2 L'2 kilometers they 
began to see burnt Army vehicles and after a little further, 
soldiers began to appear. 

"1 saw one pop up in lite field we were in. then another 
popped up on the other side waiv ing his arms, then we >avv 
soldiers popping up all ov er the field waiv ing their arms." he said. 

The Marines just happened to come upon them an hour after 
site soldiers w ere ambushed. The Marines did their best to help 
the injured, two of which were critically injured, while under 
enemy lire. 

"! put my eorpsmen with lite Army medics, and the soldiers 
were saying the reason many of them were alive was because ol 
my Marines. 1 think it was because of their medics doing .such a 
areai job." lie said. "I his wasn't a (combat arms unii ). but thev 
divl what thev could lor an hour until we arrived." 

Lehew then had his Marines help the best way they could. 
They started "lighting up" lite Iraqi infantry >o they could help 
ev auiate the in lured. 

"An (Army» warrant officer came up to me say ing he was 
missing half his soldiers." Lehew said. "That turned out to be 
the group that was captured including Jessica Lynch." 

Wasting no time, the order to press into An Nasiriyaii came. 
While Marine f orps tanks were busy engaging the enemy in the 
ouiskirts of the city, the AAVs pushed into the city. 

'Our job was to take lire southern bridge." he said 
As soon as they moved into tire streets a white van with a 

blue stripe pulled out in front of ihern and tired a rocket-propelled 
.Sec' Am;) Cross, /'ugi- 3 
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"T 
\itvy (.mw. con'i. inur, tui^c - 
gieiutdo.r!'lho thin-skinned AAV.s sn er\ cd. snecessfulh' cncidmo 
tlie RPCi.' The AAVs u ere all alone onee they arrived at the 
bridge. 

"Onee ue got on top of the bridge it got quiet tor a minute. 
I hen all at once it seemed like Armageddon opened up horn all 
angles ot the streets." he said. 

There was an Iraqi ambulance thai was careening toward the 
trout of the conv oy. Lehevv fired a w arning shot but the 
ambulance refused to stop, so the Marines opened fire on the 
cab. But when it stopped, and tire Marines searched it. they 
fotinJsiyJraqis clad in black. I lien more Iraqis in black began 
jumping out ol cars after 
careening toward a weapons 
stockpile uruler the bridge. 

"Sw arms of Iraqis started 
converging on our positions." 
Lehevv said. "There had to have 
been hundreds/' 

Main Iraqis started firing 
RPG's out ol windows, 
donrwavs and cars. 

"They were using women 
holding babies as spotters/* 
Lehevv said. "But we had to 
hold the bridge at all cost"./* 

Reinforcements tor t.ehew *s 
unit eventually came — Marine 
Corps tanks. 

"I jumped up on the uirret of 
lite lank and peeled off the 
Marine's earpiece and lold him 
m fire on a building that KIT is 
were coming out of." he said. 
"And when 1 jumped off. no 
sooner than my feet louehed the 
ground the building was 
leveled/* 

It u;a.s right ne\i to a mosque 
that was lelt untouched. 

I.chew ran back to his 
Marines vvhile under heavy lire the entire time. 

"Then 1 remember our driv er, w ho was from Ueurgia. said 
I ley look at those guv s going the wrong w ay w ith their ramp 

open."' Lehcw said. 
h was an AAV from another company whose mission was to 

take the northern bridge. Its back ramp had been blown open. 
"I raij 70 meters to the back o IThat VAV." he said " i he cargo 

hatch w as blown in." 
On the way to the northern bridge, the A'\V's unit had 

stopped for "surrendering" Iraqis who surprisingly ambushed 
them bv lurning around with AK.-47.V Other Iraqis joined m with 
RPCis as Iraqi artillery, which had been plotted beforehand, rained 
down on them. 

I his particular A.-W had tried to come back into the city with 
casualties to evacuate but an Iraqi with an RPG jumped behind it 
and tired into its back. 

Lehevv and ins corpsman began to pull out anyone he could. 
"When f got to tire vehicle there was a young doc from 

Puerto Rico follow ing me." he said. "I le said " I'm iieie as long as 
you'ie here gunny/'" 

While still under continuous lire. Lehevv and his corpsman 
were hurriedly pulling bodies and body parts out but they began 
to lose faith thai anybody m the AAV had sun ived. 

"We were about to leave the vehicle. I stepped into the 
center of die vehicle to gather 
the wcapons and clear the 
radios when i heard a Marine 
gasp." lie said. 

The Marine was 
underneath the AAVs hatch 
and w as badly injured. The 
Marine had been reaching for 
his rifle when the AAV was 
hit. 

"Doe held ids head as we 
ran him back to our vehicle." 
he said. 

1 hat w as one of many 
wounded the two began to 
carry back. They soon moved 
them ail inside a nearby house 
to a casually collection point 
set up by die battalion 
executive officer. 

I here were casualties 
everywhere ami even though 
the front half of the house 
was secured they didn't have 
enough Marines to defend 
the casualties. 

"You could hear Iraqis in 
the back side of the house." 
Lehevv .>aid. "All I had was 

wounded Marines, no weapons. So I helped stabiii/e their 
wounds and 1 ran out to gather up weapons. " 

After gathering some weapons. Lehevv went on a search for 
Marines. 

"I grabbed two of die wounded Marines/' he said, "i grabbed 
an M-ih and racked a round, i said "if anybody comes tiuough 
thai way. shoot then!. If they come this way. don't shoot them."" 

Lehevv distinctly remembers a Marine he saw who w as blow n 
completely out of an AAV. 1 le hobbled up to L.ehew vviih several 
pretty bad injuries 

'This kid came up to me and said I can stiii fight gunny.*" 
Lehevv sighed. "So 1 put a rifle in the kid's hands " 

Si'c A'uit Cross, ihii/r 

Telling the tale 
[Ift'itt I*:; k JM Dili!!".- fi 

FORWARD OPERATING BASt DUKfc. Iraq-- Navy 
Cross recipient Ist Sgl. Justin D. l.ehew. company first 
sergeant. Company C. Batiafion Landing Team Ist Banal ion, 
4th Marine Regiment, i i in Marine Lxpedilionary Unit 
<Special Operations Capable), recounts the day during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom when his atnlrae unit was engaged 
in heavy fighting in An Nasiriyah. 

Lehevv was awarded the Marine Corps" second highest 
medal tor his heroic actions that day. 
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\</iT Cross, ecu7. frmv. jht^c J 

The iniense fuv never seeined U» lei uj>. l.ehe\\ knew lie had 
in gel all liiese men oul id lhere. 

"I stained screaming n - er the radi(> net to gelmedivac." he 
said. *T inally we started seeing birds in the air." 

lie saw the several helicopters overhead and began to set up 
a hasty landing /one. 

■That pilot needs to gel a Disiinguished Hying Crnss 
Ixvause he landed in one of the hottest l./'s with power lines 
and poles all around."' lie said. 

Then Lehew, his doe and a few other Marines began running 
casualties "a eouple football fields" to ihe helicopter. 

"The last thmg I saw was a Marine's feet hanging out the 
back of the bird." he said. 

Lehew and his Marines loaded hack in the AAYs. and with 
the tanks firing, to the left and AAVs tiring to the right. thc> sped 
back out'of "Ambush Ailev." I hey headed to the northern 
bridge to support the oilier AAV company. 

"They had all die advantage points. They were tiring so 
main weapons from the rootiop> and streets, it's a miracle 
nobody died in that convoy." Lehew said. 

On .their way back, they staried seeing burnt up shells of 
AAVs every hundred yards. 'I'hey slopped to assist thai unit. 

After the dust had cleared and the battle was done. Lehew 
and his men had evacuated -7 casualties tronl the scene. 

I le can remember that there were some Marines that all he 
could do.to help them before they were evacuated was to "sit 
with'them, hold their hand and tell them they'd he alright. 

A couple day s later, art.wind midnight, they were told the 
Fedave.en.w ere mounting a 2.0(H)-nian counicrotfensive against 
lliem. 

"We were very depleted on ammo and chow, but my Marines 
still had the altitude of "Bring it on!"" Lehew exclaimed. "1 w as 
luckv enough to go through ail this with one ot the greatest 
group of Marines ever." 

I'hcv never had jo tight that battle because Marine artillery 
broke up the offensive before it ever made it to Lehew s men 

Lehew feels the events o! that day showed the stead last 
courage .of !his generation of Marines. 

"f v e.iieard some say this video game generation is w eak, and 
that theyyvould never live up to the legend of those at larawn 
and such'." Lehew said. " These Marines fought more 
courageously than ! could have imagined. Right now. the Marine 
Corps is ihe best it's ever been and it will only get better." 

lie holds no less confidence in his current Marines with t o. 
(". Balialion l anding 'leant Ist Battalion, 4ih Marines, than w hat 
he holds for those he went to war with. 

"I liese guvs are just as good.*' he said. "! lie Marine Corps 
is built upon the back of the infantry rifleman. 

Lehew believes the Marine Corps greatness comes horn 
Marines pitted in din s like this one ami the camaraderie that 
comes from fighiing side by side. 

Si c \iivy C row. /.og!' 7 

What is the Key Volunteer Network? 

Key Yoluntecrs prov ide a conimtmicaliori. referral and support 
network to spouses of I lilt MLU Marines. Appointed and 
directed by the Mf C1 commamlor. the v olunteers prov ide 
command information, problem solving assistance and 
outreach. By keeping MLU famili es better informed., esuiblish- 
ing a sense of community, and offering resource options m 
times of need, the volunteers enable the MLL to achieve a 
higher state of unit readiness. Key Volunteers will pass 
informaiion as provided by the command to spouses on the 
pi tone tree. If you are a spouse and are not on the phone 
tree, contact your Marine, or e-mail the CL family readiness 
officer, Capi. Carrie Batson. at 

1! th Mtt KVN Adv isor— Lynn i laslam (009) 49IT)IS5 Cell: 
(760)214-8027' ■ 

i 1 til MLU KVN Coordinator — Cm olyn Zy la (909) 202-9026 
Cell: (909) 719-1538 

Kcv Volunteers: 
Jeannene Blocker 76(1-285-0214 
l.matl: ; 
Bemadelle Jarosz 760-806-3368 
Lmaii: 
Melissa Johnston 760-385-4826 
hmail: 
Sherrv Metover 760-724-5988 
Li nail: 
Robin Sile 760430-2744 
Stacv Smith 760-798-2570 
hmail: 
Kirs ten Thompson 909-461-(H) 16 
Hmail: 
Lmcrgcncy contact if Carolyn is unav aiiablc 
Jessica Zapata 760-967-7345 
hmail: cell 760-672-3656 
Mariev Nelms 760476-9062 
hmail: 
Jacque Weede 760-630-0362 
hmail: 
Stephanie Butler 760-745-7024 
hmail 
Amzie hvans 949498-2160 
hmail: 
llollv Carver 7604304179 
hmail: 
Kellv hllebrachl 760430-8450 
hmail: 
Sharon Bell 949-366-6301 
hmail: 
Georgeanna Wilise 760-6394110 
hmail: 
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\avy Cros*.» on'/. front pogo -t 

"t: \ cry Marine came imo liie Marine Corps io fighi. t iie\ 
eiiher Iiaxe someihing to proxc to ihemseives oi someone else, 
he said. Mi'Si the kids thai caiCt iioid their persona! lite togeilter 
ihai win ha tiles. It's the kid the plaluon teases, or the kid thai ho 
buddies lease because lie shoots marksman, that holds oil hall 
llie l-'edayeen. I lis biggest fear is not that he ll fail, but that he'll 
let his buddies down. What makes us eliie is thai we don i want 
10 let each other dow n." 

■ ■ ■ 

I pcomino Events for 1 tth ViEl' Families 
|-or more iiilonnaliori. conlact your key Yolumeer. 

Brooks ik Dunn & Rascal Hatls Concert 
August b'.'N PM at Del Mar Beach. MCB Camp IVudlelon 

l amilx Swim Day 
August 18. 11 ;oO-2:3{)ai llie San Luis Rey I'oo! 
Lunch will be pro\ idea and everyone is welcome to s\\ im' 

Scrap Book Session al the k\ C'enter 
Angus! 22 a! 2 PM a! the KVN CLNTLR 
All welcome. Robin Site is our Creative Memories expert and will 
show us a thing or two about scrapping. 

■ ■ ■ 
American Red Cross Notification Update: 
If you need to send an American Red Cross message io your 
Marine or Sailor, please tell the ARC representative that your 
Marine of.Sailor is with the I i th Marine Lxpedilionary Unit. 
Please do not slate his her location as tin's may delay the delivery 
of the lues-cme. i he ARC \\ ill find us wherev cr we are! 

11th MEII takes the reins at FOB Echo 
S!<«r\ b'. (hiaiicr; S'.*:. Chas:;' Zsy.ivi 

hORVv'ARl) OPhRAi INLi BASL LCI 10. tra<.j - The conn try .«!' 
Iraq is presently in a slate of iransiomuiiion to a democratic 
sovereignty us elections loom six moullis in die fuiure. Now, another 
change has come into their lives, specifically for the people in ihe 
prov ince of Qadisiyah and in the city of Diu aniyah in particular. 
I he Marines have landed -- again. 

Marines and sailors from the i 1th .Marine Lxpediuonury Unit 
(Special .Operations Capable) took responsibility ol the prov ince 
oi Oadisivah in support of Security and Stability OperaiioHs here. 
July Ji;"'- 

I he MLC of|j(>aded from the CSS Belleau Wood.! 'SS Denver 
and l 'SS Cotnstock for training in Kuwait on July 7 and traveled 
hs convov and military aircraft to lite I OB here, i hey are taking 
over respouxibiliiv of the area Irorn the ICS Anns s I ask loice 
L roekett once an official turnover betw-eeti the tw o units is 
complete. 

CE Mail Call 

Automatic sortation equipment used by lite United Suites Postal- 
Service makes it imperative that Marines utilize their address 
exactly as it is listed (to include the UK and nine digit zip code). 
Deviation from this address formal "may result in addresses being 
unreadable to scanners, resulting in mail delivery delays. The 
following information w ill not be shown in. or become part ot the 
mailing address. 

(1) Ship's Name 
(2) Ship's Address 
(?) Geographical Location 
(4) Task force Designator 

Customs: 
Ensure personnel are aware of customs regulations to and from 
the area ot"deployment. .Ml parcels sent to. from, or between 
I PD. APO addresses must bear lite proper customs form. All mail 
w eighing 16 ounces or more thai bear postage must be presented 
to a postal clerk at a post office for mailing. A maximum of 
$200.0() per day per addressee for personal items and S100.00 per 
day per addressee for gifts, may be mailed "Duty Free." 

fcven though we have offloaded the ships, please continue to use 
lite mailing address your Marine had on ship, fcven though we 
are now on land, the addresses w ill remain the same. Mail w ill 
follow your Marine wherever he/she goes. Below are the correct 
mailing addresses for each unit ship: 

ESS BeUeau Wood 
GRADLNAMLDSMC 
11 i ll MLU {SECTION) 
UlC 42520 
FPOAPcpoi 0-2520 

GRADE NAME USMC 
IS I FORCE RECON tSE<" LION) 
U1C42552 
fPOAP%610-2552 

USS Denver 
GRADE NAME USMC 
I i UIML-U (SEC! ION) 
UK. '42524 
1 iTJAP^sfd 0-2524 

USS Cumstock 
GRADE NAME USMC 
1 fiJlMEU (SECTION) 
UIC 42522 
FPO AP %610-2522 

"We'll spend approximately 10 days to two weeks show ing the 
! 1th MEU evcryihinu about the area of responsibility."' said Army 
Mai. Michael N. Davey.coalition commander. Joint Operalion-s Area 
Saddle, and executive otliccrof i st Battalion. !4lh Infantry. 25th 
infantry Div iston. "Well show them how we conduct operations, 
maintain accountability of personnel, operations we* ve eondocled. 
show them strategic places on the ground as well as ail the things 
we're doing to train the Iraqi National Guard and iraqi Police." 

The Do. ision made it clear front the beginning that they were here 
io maintain stability of die atea w bile lite ! ! th MLU t SO(' i moved into 
the country and pie pa red to lake tesponsibilily for supporting the 
Iraqi gov einmeiu and the Iraqi people, according to Ft. Col. I .ugene N. 

.See lurnnver !hi»c n 
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"(. omplacencx is iho number one enenn mil here in Irai]. explained 
Lunwvi'i . t ci/V. from jhi^y * 

Apicella.execuiiveofticer. 11 ih Ml.U (SOC). Apieellaisserv inga>the 
eommaiKiing oftlcer's senior represenlaln e in (he Qadisix ah province. 

"The Army is prepared lo conduel as long ol a lunun er as needed 
lo ensure a snioodi lurn over oi military responsibiliues in ihis area." 
said Apicella. 

According lo Davcy. (he .Arnu u ill gradually slop back and allow 
the iVlLU lo take over operations. 1 here are tw o steps to the Army's 
Uimover proeess; the first is what they eall "right seal ride." which 
means the Marines observe how they 
vvork: iheysecond is called "left seat 
ride." where Marines lake the wheel 
while the Army observes and helps out 
w here help is needed. 

"It's not a one-day quick change 
over." Davey e\plained. "We've been 
here longer so we have more 
know ledge of everything that's 
happened in the recent past." 

Davey said there's a large exchange 
of" infonnalion. which contributes 
initially to successful mission 
completion, until the incoming unit gels 
into a battle rhythm. 

"At the end of that 1.0-dav period, 
the commander of the I Ith MtiC and 
the A rmy Commander brief the Div ision 
General on all the things thai were 
covered for the transfer of authority." 
Davev explained. "It both commanders 
feel eomtorlable with lite turnover then 
the general transfers authority to the 
Mt.t.J and sends the Army back to its 
parent command." 

Army and Marine t orps patrols 
have been work ing together for more than a week now. learning from 
each other. 

"So far it's been pretty seamless.'' said Army Statt Sgl. f ai l (.. 
Dean, scout squad leader. Seoul Piaionn. Headquarters Company, i 
14. "li'sTthe same battle drill, we go over tstandard operating 
procedures) and actually take lliem out there and show tiiem how we 
work." 

"hverv thing's gone pretty w ell o\ erall. 1 he Army's definitely been 
\ erv helpful." said Staff Sgt. Richard M Saxton. scout sniper platomi 
sergeant. Scout Sniper Platoon. Battalion Landing learn Isl Battalion. 
4th Marine Regiment, i ith MLU (SOC). " I he Army scouts are well 
versed with tltearea and know theirjob w ell. We'v e ieanieda lot front 
them through map studies: where the hot spots are. where to go. 
w'here-not to go. key points around the city and other things to look 
out tor." 

However, according to Dean, the biggest enemy the MLU has to 
watch out lor in Iraq right now i- coinpiacenov. Operations and 
missions can become commonplace and repetitive, especially ir nothing 
happens. 

Patrol plan 
Phxtf"' M >. ;'f. Uwk K-'t-.vki 

f ORWARD OPLRA11NG BASb fcCHO. Iraq - Army 
Staff Sgt. William A. Lnsley. infantryman. Company 
C, Isl Baualion. !4lh Infantry. 2nd Brigade, ddili 
Infantry Division (left), describes the patrol route to 
Sgt. Lt ie .1. Backus, .lavelin section leader. Combined 
Ami-Armor learn B. Weapons Company. Battalion 
Landing Team Isi Battalion. 4th .Marine Regiment, 
I ! th Marine L.xpedilionat v L!nil (Special (Operations 
Capable), liere. July 24. 

Dean "Aon can go out on IW) patrols and nothing will liappen. but 
the enemy could be waiting lor that one lime that you let your guard 
down and take advantage of it." 

According to Davey. the Marines u ill he facing sev eral challenges 
during their tour here. 

"When Marines wete here last lime it was a very differciu 
emironmeni. different engagement."' Davey said. "Now. with the 
transfer ol sovereignty to the new jraqi government, instead ol being 
able lo act indepeikientiy the .Marines are going lo have to step back 

and spend a lot of lime mentoring, teaching 
and coachiitg the Iraqis.' 

According to Davey. once sovereignty 
was traitsfei red to the Iraqi govcrnmem. the 
leaders in Baghdad and the provincial 
governors are now the ones calling the 
shots. It's their cuuniry. 

"Marines are just like my infantry 
soldiers, if something happens we want to 
act on it right there." said Davey. "We're 
not able to do that right now. If we do. it 
makes the Iraqi police and the Iraqi National 
Guard that much less effective in tire eyes of 
lite people." 

Hie Marine's mission is to work with the 
Iraqi civil and military leadership: governors, 
mayors, city and municipal councils, police 
chiefs and the brigade and battalion 
commandeis of the Iraqi National Guard to 
assist the people of Iraq in maintaining an 
increasingly stable environment, according 
to Apicella. 

" I he entire civil and military leadership 
of Iraq is organizing, coordinating and 
building: so it can be irntgh sometimes for 
individual governors and leaders to get 

advice and infonnabon from other sources." Apicella continued. 
"Since we have a solid command and control mfrasiniciure. we can 
.-.end a question up that chain through the appropriate personnel and 
get some answers to that governor, civic or military leader to help 
them do thetr job " 

fhe people of Dnvaniyah are not totally uniamiliar w ith lire Manucs. 
After major combat operations were declared over last year. 3rd 
Baualion, 5th Marine Regiment, conducted SASO in An Diwamyah. 

"The people of An Diwaniy ah \ cry aware of the Marines because 
ihev were here before." Davey explained. "So I think there s already 
a positive rei:ttio.n>hip built wdli the IP and ING Ixood "n their prev ious 
experiences with lite Marines " 

Although the 11th MM..' (SOC) faces several challenges during 
the transler of auihoriiy from the Army, they are prepared to take them 
head on. 

"We've learned a lot from our Army counterparts and they were 
.more than willing to help u.s in any way they can." said Saxton. 
"We're ready to get started." 
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11th MEU combat in Najaf: A 

fireteam's tale - 
S;..': > h , .CpJ . M'.i.-.lii.'vv S :{ii;ii;u-.K 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE HOTEL, Iraq — Early August, the world 
watched as Marines and sailors of the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) battled against Muqtada al-Sadr and his 
militia in the opening days of a tough fight in a huge cemetery sacred to the 
Shia Muslims. 

By.August o. ih^ sisugglc \vii>, well kr.imn as it Hashed acioss teles tsion 
.%eis 'aromul the globe, but the story of the men wedged inside this vicious — 
tight was untouchetl by the eyes of the world. . " - 

These: Marines and sailors trained for many months before this day 
arrived. Infantrvmen   

Battle in the cemetery 
Pho! ; ?v t DiifU-N I. 

and eoipsmen 
participated in the 
battle, along with 
many oilier Marines 
from \ arying 
technical 
specialties. All. 
however, walked in 
the toutsteps 
imprinted in history 
by the endless 
unsung heroes who 
fought America's 
battles before them. 

Men like Lance 
(. pi. Suiiick P Dela 
Cruz.-a' byentv -one- 
v ear-old team leader 
from' Chicago. 
Lance ( pi. 
Natitaniel A. /iobro, 
a twenty-y ear-old rifleman from femecula. Calif. Privaie first class Ryan !.). 
S. Cuilevrw ard. a nineteen-year-old rifleman from Cool. Calif. And Pk 
I leladio/uniga. a nmeieen-year-old rifleman from Jackson. Mioii. 

These Marines, only one of which is old enough to buy a beer, ail 
walked away from the bailie unscathed and w ithout indo iduai recognition. 
Their names won't be remembered for their actions that day. except I or a 
lifetime h\ the men w ho fought alongside them. 

t he) were just another fire team w ith 2nd Platoon, i. ompany C. Battalion 
Landing Team I si Battalion. 4ih Marine Regiment, i 'th ML'' iSOC >. 

S< c /-in'iL'iHn. jnrjy 2 

AN NAlAf. ha., 
c •ainutiny v.". O.-iLi.tliun 
NPii' 1 n' 1 i. I t'.l 
tSivc;::: OpvrniK'iw t'a 
tigaia-.; Mtuttada Mslitta 
ce met cry tiunag 
Are- t'. 

Mali lies «tih 2nii f'hu'.'ti. 
..ainiuig Team 1 si Ujisiiiur. 4il>. 
Muriiie Espcuiitunary t,:iu 

i. !R>ni 'lutii* n< sumh 
ciiuvtivfeed ia the tt'tui: A: S:t!;i!!s 
ii'ifiaUiiiis iii Ah Na-al'. fnnj. 

From the Conunandmg Oflicer 

Dear ! I th MLU families and 
friends. 

We're as busy as ever 
during our current phase of 
operations. 'There's still a lot 
to do. It's now time to repair 
the damage done to An Najaf 
during combat operations 
against the .Muqtada Militia 

and help the people of the city get back to a normal 
life. 

The 1 i th M LU is picking up where it left off in 
training lite Iraqi National Guard in Najaf. Marines 
are also conducting presence patrols around Najaf 
and kufa in order to identify reconstruction 
projects; and to monitor the progress of civ il mthiary 
projects currently underway. 

Projects in the two cities include funds to repair 
schools, improve conditions at the city's Human 
Rights Center, and repair critical facilities pro\ iding 
life support services to the local people. Schools ate 
expected to open on lime for the beginning of die 
school year in a few weeks. 
Civil Affairs is our main effort and the 11 th MLU is 
making great headway in reestablishing and 
improving essential and critical sendees to the 
people of An Najaf Buildings, schools and key 
infrastructure projects get closer to completion as 
children and teenagers continue to happily greet us 
when patrols and convoys are in their area. 

Marines and Sailors in Ad Diwaniy ah arc- 
picking up the pace there as units return and 
prepare to continue operaliutis — training the ING. 
working uii civil affairs projects and suppuriing the 
! !th MLC with combat service support. 

As you can see. there's Mill plenty of work to 
do and the Marines. Sailors and Soldiers ol die 1 ith 
Ml: U are digging right in and doing their jobs. 

If you have any questions during the 
deployment. 1 encourage you to use lite key 
Yolunieer Network, I his is an excellent means to 
keep updated with information concerning the 

Ace Comnuuul. /svyc 2 
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Fireteant.. con'/, frow pew / 

TfieyXvere relaxiiig in heiweeu shil'is of guard chiiy ai  
I vH waui Ciperaiing Base Duke. Iraq, u hen lhe\ goi {he « oal to 
saddle up and gel ready. They were going imo combat 10 j«.»in 
the ongoing light. 

"It was not really a shock, but we were excited and nerxous at 
the ^ime time." ^aid Dela Cruz, the fireteam's only veteran from 
Operation Iraqi I t eedom 1. 

i hey were ?>plit at the lime of"the aimouncement. Dela Cruz 
and /.uitiga luu! come back froin breakfast when they heard (he 
new-.s. But Cullenward and Ziobro were tokl asdliey came back 
from sitting up all night on the flight line, ready to jump on a 
helicopter in ease a casualty needed to be evacuated. 

"We were just coming in after a long night and u e were 
thinking we would get some sleep when they told us to paek our 
suiffandget on the sex en-ton {truck).*" Cullenw ard said. 

But they were ready lor the action. 
•' "A lot of us were kind of excited to gel off guard and kind of 
do sonieihing." Cullenward said. 

Zuniga agreed with him. 
"Just like he said. I was happy we 

got 10 do sontethingd" Zuniga said. 
The battle had been going on for 

one day and was all over the news. 
Mure importam than the politics 
behind the fighting, they only cared 
about the battle they were called to 
join, deep inside thai massive 
cemetery.. 

they" loaded up and rushed to the 
light. No sooner had they arrived 
there than a rocket-propelled grenade 
tlewwltrectly ox er their heads. 

"I heard it go right over our heads 
and heard the boom right behind us." 
Cullenward said, mimicking the fliutei 
sound of an RPC in flight. 

Vwepl tor Dela C ruz. it was the 
'fireteam's tirst taste of combat and it 
came as a shock at first. 

"I lirsl ihoughl, 'whoa. I'm getting shot at.*'" Ziobro 
exclaimed. "It was kind of funny because the w alls are real short 
and I'm kind of a tall guy." 

I hex- joined the rest of the Marines lined up down the road 
that ran along the edge of lite cemetery . The tireteam happened 
to be on the tar right side while the company pivoted on the ieii. 

I hey move*! the tanhest and the deepest into the cemetery, and 
were responsible tor covering the company's right flank. 

"Above all. we knew our responsibility was that flank." Deia 
( in/ said. "It was only our fire team cox erina it."' 

Thev took constant sniper fire, mortars and KIT Is. They could 
hard fx cvei see who was siioutiiig at them. 

jOw/MU/m/ con'i. [mm /v/gt' / 

.Mi l'. Also, visit the I ith Ml;Li website a! 
ww w . 11 meu.usmc.inil tor the latest intornnuiun. f or those of 
you wiihout Internet access, call the i Ith MtU telephone 
hoiline at (~60) 725-04? 1 ortoll-frceat !-(K(>6i6"(-i-06h2. fhese 
will be updated as much as possible during deploy men! to 
keep friends and family informed of the MLU's aelix ities. 

I hank you for your continued support of die 1 Hh MhU 
tamily. 

.Semper H. 
A.M. Ilaslam 
Col. I'SMC 

"We had no idea where they were coining from, we jtisi would 
shout where everyone was shouting." Dela Cruz said, "f very 
now and then they'd pup out at us." 

1 his was dtfferem from what they 
had expected. 

"I was kind of hoping they 'd show 
their face a little mure." Cullenward 
said as Dela Cruz acted as it he w as 
ducking behind a wall and shooting 
blindly, "ifyou're going to shoot 
someone, show yourself." 

They ev entually became- 
accusiomed to the never-eiKling. 
incoming fire. 

"After a w hile y ou just get used to 
it." ( ullenw aid said. "You'rejust 
standing by a tomb as rounds fly by 
you head." 

At one point they were taking 
constant sniper fire from a building 
near the cemetery. The enemy fire 
ended abruptly, however. 

"We started taking fire fix*!)! a 
budding and the (A imm Mortal 
Plaiouiu told us they'd been taking 

tire all day from thai building," Dela C ruz said, " t hen all of the 
sudden the whole building just went boom! Someone had called 
in an air strike or artillery on it." 

Once ihey took up a defensive position, they uominued to 
receiv e sniper and mortar fire. 

"What istunk) was we could hear the mortar rounds being 
walked in on us." Cullenward said, "t ine landed just to the left 
side of us and our doc hud to go to help a Marine that didn't 
make it." 

Cullenward felt an inner conflict w hen he ihought of all the 
Marines taking heav y lire. 

"You' re relieved when it hits somevx here else, inn it's difficult 
because it miehi have hit someone else." lie said. 

Taking cox or 
llwi* is < >!. Ifamv! !. ['-" •■ 

AN NAI/Xf. ti"»i| - Marines wilfc ComfaMy I.'. 
U.iU.iisMi Luiithv.Xf Team t st 4th Ylar.tie 
Rc.nsmcnu : titi Marice Fvpciinsonaiy hi-it iSpeviai 
OpcKiiu'iis t aiviiuei. 'tike cuver on a street at hie eiiiie 
M' ihe XViuii \i Saium ccnrK-iery avmne eomlcn uiHTaiiuiv- 
aeal-is: "tie VtuemUa Xi:!!!;:! i;: Najai'. In.;. Xui; S. 

Ytv li re tea tit ftaix 
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• i aiei' lhai dav. water bcijan to rusi low dunne; the iioitest part 
of the af'icrnooii and Cullemuud beeaaie \ eiy doit yd rated. 

"When we had no water, im longtte ieli like paperd* he said 
"I eonld just tear it it? halt." 

Dei a C'riii: did. the best lie could tor the team. 
"I tried to rotate them all into the shade w hiie w e o ere 

fighting." he said. 
Once nightlall came the tireteatn was still there, i hc\ were 

consianllv watclting tor the enetny and spent a restless night 
watching--and waiting. I hey each only got an hour of sleep. 

"I kept hearing their flags Happing, thinking it was somebody 
coining." Ziobro said. 

The other Marines joked and poked tun at Zuniga because 
during the course of the night he claimed to ime sect) two 
ghosts.^, 

" fiftu'cemetery is a spooky place. I sw eat i saw two ghosts." 
Ztinga said as the others laughed. "Maybe 1 was just 
hallucinating from the heat." 

Dela t ru/. wasnT worried about ghosts, he w as thinking 
about the tight the nest day. 

"1 didn't want the morning to come." he said. "The only tiling 
I was scarred about was one of us getting hurt, and 1 was worried 
about Cullenward being a heat casualty." 

Hut morning inevitably came. I hey didn't stay long thai next 
day. In fact, after the fireteam was tasked as a security element for 
their company first sergeant, the entire BT I pulled out of (he 
engagement. 

1 he\ had to run the oOO meters back to their trucks under 
mortar and sniper tire in full combat gear. 

"1 was the \ery last one of our platoon in the se\ en-ion." 
Zuniga said. 

i hey 'lived through the battle that day and fought like 
Marines: their contribution a small footnote in Marine Corps 
historv. ■ ■ ■ 

i 

Secure the road 
o.m.e i. r.-v.. 

A\ m \.i,\r; fr;u; ■ M.iriac:- eh CVmimy <* fUiiuiun: L.ci.in:-.' 
'u-.un isi fJaiuUk't;. -til: Vlarine Rcgimcm. ii'.l- fO.-irir-v ExtfCii'.iianarv 
1. s.il jS!'..''-si! ttp.v ii:.! .ic'.!;.l-. i. :i ros.c: j.i"'..!' ; vp'''C A1 c 

agaiii-i M'liiia ciuicachcu !■,: -I;.: \V:u!: A! Sa :.!!. 
c.rmcivn lUiriajf tcnuaii »peia!:..>as in An ^'ajal. liau,. Aug. h. 

What is the Key Volunteer Network? 

Key Volunteers provide a comrnunieaiicMi. referral and suppon 
network to spemses of I lib MT.l' Matines. Appointed and 
directed by the MTU commander, the volunteers pro\ ide 
ctntimand itiformation. problem solving assistance ami 
outreach. By keeping MLU families better informed, establish¬ 
ing a sense of community, and offering resource options in 
times of need, the volunteers enable the MTU to achieve a 
higher state of unit readiness. Key Volunteers will pass 
information as provided hy die command to .spouses on the 
phone tree. If you are a spouse and are not on the phone 
tree, contact y our Marine, or e -mail theCT family readiness 
oftlcer, Capt. Carrie Batson. at 

I i th MTU KVN Adv isor— i van 1 laslam (009)491-01X5 Cell: 
(760)214-8027 

1 Ith MTU K VN Coordinaiot— Carolyn Zyla {909) 303-9026 
Cell: (909) 719-4538 

Kev Volunteers: 
.leamiene BK.cker 7N)-385-03i4 
Tmail: 
Bemadette Jarosz 760-806-3368 
Tmail: 
Melissa Johnsion 760-385-4826 
tmail: 
Sherrv Metover 760-724-5988 
Tmail: 
Robin Sile 760430-2744 
Stacv Smiih 760-798-2570 
tmail: 
tnuTgency contact if Carol} n is unavailable 
Jessica Zapata 760-967-7345 
tmail: cell 760-672-3656 
Marlev Nelms 760-476-9062 
tmail: 
Jaccuie Weede 760-630-0362 
tmail: 
Stephanie Butler 760-745-7024 
tmail 
Aneie tvans 949498-2160 
tmail: 
1 lollv Carver 7604304179 
tmail: 
Kellv tllebrachi 760430-8450 
tmail: 
Sharon Bell 949-366-6301 
tmail: 
Georeeanna VViltse 760-6394110 
tmail: 
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S-l Administration 
Now that the fighting in Najaf has stopped, the S-l section is 

catching up on all of the everyday paperwork, settling into a 
routine. 

We also moved into our new office; an actual building 
instead of a tent! Of course, we're in the only pink building on 
the base! It makes us easy to find! The real treat is we have two 
air conditioning units in our office ... of course, once winter 
comes I hope they have heat. 

Keep the mail coming! Not only do we love to receive our 
mail, but with the entire postal detachment now under the S-l, we 
receive all the 11th MELTs mail. We're kept busy no less than 
three times a week receiving and sorting all of the various 
packages and mail. Speaking of mail, we welcome LCpl 
Pangelinan and LCpl Johnson to the team; both just arrived in 
country within the past two weeks. 

We remain busy with the various duties aboard the base; 
mostly standing various guard posts. But we also have our 
personal time for watching DVDs (they're such a deal out here!), 
reading books, and PT (we think it's cooling off). 

Welcome aboard Isifl Sil\a. an uugmeni who has jumped 
right into theS-i mi\! Congratnlatiuns to our newly meritoriousiy 
promoted C"'pi ( hard And we bid a sad farewell to LCpl iavon 
llubbard. whose life vvas tragically cut shun in a helicopter 
accident on August 1 i. 20f)4. Our thutighls and prayers go to his 
family. 

Public Affairs Office 
No«"lhai combat operations areos er. even-one from PAO is 

rm a more normal routine, at least tor a little w ink'. During tiie 
baitle in An Najaf. our two combat cameramen and one combat 
correspondent went in harm's wax on a regular basis and 
captured some incredible images, rnanx of which were used by 
news agencies around the world. 

< aptl Baison was a spinning tornado, w riling media releases, 
handling embedded media reguests. answering media querries 
and deeding 'with higher hcadquaners. I'm pretty sure she 
survived on.Skittles and two hours of sleep a night, and that 
might be stretching it a bit. I believe she was ordered several 
times to leave and get some sleep. 

(pi. Kotecki. "Lumherg." left for IOM he ho a few days ago. 
lie was adamant about getting all his belongings and taking 
pictures of Alpha Company and INC training. Personlh. 1 think 
he was nisi desperate to get his homed mask and his Nimemio 
Advance. 

("pi. Fosco. w e're still on the lookout tor an appropriate 
nickname, is here in I'OB Duke taking pictures and sw eating over 
die captions (he'll get it ... >omeday). i le's been hitting die gx m 
and runmng regularly. 

Cpl. Richardv "Turbo." has been staying busy in a place 
called FOB Bilker covering the reconmuciioii and fix ii Afiaus 
efforts in Najaf. One of these days he'll be allowed to write the 
"-.traight scoop.1' 

( apt. Batsori lias been hangin' xvith the MNF-I PAO. embassy 
PAO and media: siniitiing back and forth between FOB ilutef. 
FOB Baker and Najaf 1 think she's probably desperate for them 
to leav e so she cat) gel back to Duke and respond to the 
hundreds of e-mails she gels every day. 

As lor me. CiySgi /.apaia. as alw ays I'm keeping up with the 
web. processing photos and stories, trying to keep the Marines 
busy and helping the workaholic Captain out as much as I can 
(well, as much as she'll let me). 

No matter how busy w e get. our families are foremost in our 
minds. We miss you and can't x\ ail to get home. 
The PA Crew 

Staff Judge Advocate 
Dear family and friend-. 

We've been gone now for almost four months and there is 
plenty of work to keep us busy. 

The reason this section will be quite short is because we're 
processing claims, claims and more claims. Throw in the 
occasional investigation, detainee and power of aitomey and our 
days are quite fu!!. W-e might even be able to ihrc-w in an hour or 
two of sleep. I lowever. no matter how busy we get our minds are 
alw ays with our families and friends back home. 

The most important for last ... congratulations to (.'pi. Miller 
and his wife Lisa on the birth o! their daughter Leyanu (irace 
Miller. 

Chapkiin 
America in Progress 

Father Paul J. Shaughnessy, LCDR, CHC, USN 
If you look at the back of a one dollar bill you will see the 

Great Seal of the United States. The seal features the American 
eagle clutching in its talons both arrows and an olive branch 
with 13 stars clustered above its head. 

Now look at the other side of the seal, on the circle on the left 
of the dollar bill. Right there, under the eye of God, is a pyramid, 
but the pyramid is not finished. The designers of the seal did that 
on purpose. America is a country that remains incomplete, its 
work never finished. Building a nation of justice and peace is a 
never-ending task that began over 200 years ago and continues 
to this day. 

Finally, in the words of the great Seal, the building of the 
American pyramid takes place under the eye of God with the 
prayer Annuit Coeptis — May Providence Favor Our 
Undertaking. N v Ch' Scuttle, passe 
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S-2 Intelligence 
Ueaj' faiiiil\ and friends td'the ! iii! M h t: i St.)( ), 

fitveiinys from Najaf. Iraq! W'e trusi that this newsletter 
update finds von al! well, and busy easing the kids inlo tile new 
school vear. Out here, we've been e\tremely busy u» say the 
least I fere's the latest scoop from the S-2 sluip: 

I he Intel shop has hit the ground running, after a couple of 
weeks in Kuwait acclimating to the heal and training tor what 
they "might encounier in Iraq they moved with the rest of lite 
MHU to ft) 13s Duke and f: cho and began to settle in. set up shop 
and mrn'over with 1 1 ID Arts. 

GySgi Barden continues to "crack the whip" on the rest of 
his shop, anci demands much of his section chiefs. Mis moot! 
was foul up until about a week ago when he received a choice 
care package from home, complete with a large shipment of shrink 
wrapped, .stateside Copenhagen! I Ic's been all smiles ever since, 
and even gave as a day off after almost three months without 
one! Because of thai kind gesture, w e took down the picture of 
him that we hung up in our lent (the one w ith the horns, 
pitchfork, goatee, etc.). 

The entire 111:1 section breathed a collective sigh of relief 
when Michigan w on its season opener 43-1 p. and w ith a 
freshman quarterback to boot ... there would have been no living 
w ith SSgt Kardosh if they had lost. Everyone is hoping thai the 
satellite TV and the microw ave popcorn ordered over the internet 
arrive in lime for this Saturday's game with Notre Dame. Go 
Blue!!! 

All is'well with the inteiligenee analysts and fusion cell, albeit 
busy. Despite the endless reports and briefs that tiiev prepare, 
they are filially settling into a routine. Ail of them appreciate all 
the letters and care packages that you've sent since we departed, 
ami ask that you keep sending more goodies! 

As for the Ground Sensor Platoon. Sgl Koberts and the hoy >. 
continue to work hard at keeping the rest of us sale here in Najaf 

I hey remain v igilant w ith, their guard duties, and spend their free 
time eating, sleeping, and giving haircuts to the rest of us (Big 
Rob and J-Ree/v hook up a better fade than die cirls at Stud 
Cuts.! w*' 

1 "I he weather guesscr> remain hard at work trying to forecast 
the utterly predictable weather here in Iraq "ii\ going to be hoi. 
dry. v. inds out of the noilhwesi yada-yada-yada." Sgt Coley 
headed off to Diwamyali to provide went he; support, and. hasn't 
been heard from since. SSgt Mills continues to stay busy w ith 
his forecasting duties m Najaf tand honing his Tclris playing 
skills, sending e-mails home, growing a really bad moustache, 
etc.). 

Imagerv and Topo have been staring at then screens non¬ 
stop lor the last o weeks. They've been complaining because 
they're beginning to lose their tans and seem to have an ufMicimn 
to direct sunlight ... something about being kept locked up inside 
all oliiie time 

Tor a Radio Battalion Deiaehniem update, we turn to Captain 
Wiioo.N. and he had the following to say about the team under his 
comtnaiid: "I he 3rd Radio Battalion Deiachment is attached to the 
MTU intelligence .section, and is made up of 2" Marines. I ho 
detachmeni has been together for one y ear, to include training in 
Hawaii. Calif, and to the present day in Iraq. We are a unique 
section in that we fall directly under the MEL; Command I■'.lenient 
and the MEL' S-2. However, on any given day. three qiiarters of 
the detachment is in support of operations w ith other units of die 
MEL1 such as the BET. or die MSPT section, and as in our case, 
sometimes with the Army's i' Cav alry l)i\ ision in Najaf A v 
have been very active providing the MhU with various types of 
intelligence, and have L>een able to influence successful 
operaiions and provide a high level of force proteclion to the 
Marines and Soldiers tiuu we >ervc with, fhere is much to he 
proud of about this group of Marines. Their dedieadon to 
prov iding intelligence to the war fighter in many different and 
challenging environments is remarkable. Nearly a third of the 
detachment has served in Iraq before this deployment in some 
capacity. Presenlly. w e are settled in to our temporary 
em iroiiments. keeping safe and busy. And. of course, always 
keeping our family and friends m our thoughts until we rclum". 

"I hat just about wraps it up here, folks. L.ntil flic next 
newsletter, take care ol yourselv es, and remember that we love 
you and miss you all. Keep those care packages coming ... we'll 
be home as ^oon as we can! 

S-3 Operations 
Operaiions created quite a stir tins month with all the activity 

surrounding the I !:i' MEL1. Marines were going left and right as 
they dispersed to command and control their specialty area. 

From the small unit departing the nest of the Ci to liaison 
w ith the Governor, to the small del handling the large workload, at 
FOB Echo. Cap! and l.i Burke training die ING. ( WO Miudleion 
and learn finding '"treasures" in every nook and cranny of the Old 
City and the interior design efforts of U apt Thompson and SSgt 
Rolek for the force protection of our bases, the activities have 
been non-siop 

The hope is that if every month can disappear like August 
did. with die amount of operations and activities that were jam- 
packed into it. the Operations section w ill be back in C amp 
Peridknon faster than it takes to get to the from ol the chow line 
at lunch. 

fhe heat seems to be never-ending as it only seems to get 
hotter and the flies a little thicker around your dinner plate. I he 
Marines can't wail for the day to arrive when the rivers of sweat 
that accumulate by walking k> chow, dry up and. are replaced with 
days thai don't reach 1001. 

Mail call slid makes the headlines as Viaj Nelnis ami Cap; 
Budde coordinate the air delivery and Capt Knld and C apt I rcebv 
have managed to recreate themselves as fraienuil twins while in 

St''' ( I; Scuff ft', /k/ge 6 
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ihe cont'inc> t>l'R)13 Duke. 
kche conlinues 10 be the hoispol. ciKe the Muntie^ go there 

no one wants to reltirn to the if home H)B. must have something 
to do with the ameniiies 

Lance C|>l Metz outdid himself'as the AFA'l Ds targei tracker 
and Cpi Curry mastered iltearl id tleeiphenng riddles at reeord 
speed, l ance Cpl 1 lannum decided thai carpentry u ill be his 
seeondaty MDS. having built shelves for the COC and a pull-up 
bar to keep in shape 

Cpl VVyait ensured the well-being of So with renhnders and 
the much appreciated chow plate when it was impossible to 
separate Marine from computer tit the thick of tilings. 

'Overall. Operations is line-tuning the day-lo-dav rouliue and 
alw avs timiing jokes to make the time pass a litile more Cjuiekly 
until we can see tlte desert ot Iraq in the rearview mirrorof a 
IIMMYW. 

S-4/Lo«istics/Supply 
Maj Jaros^ is going fur a World Record! Least amoimt of 

sleep in one year! But in doing so ev eiy hour another gray hair 
appears, also Irving to keep his arms around all me Logistical 
rei.|uiremeins mav have something to do with the new loiuul gray 
hair. 

< ivSgt Bergquisi (AKA Citinny B 'Sgi.Maj worker bee Jack of 
All I rades. Master of None) has done a FiNL job getting the 
exchange up and running. In doing so, he also acquired his own 
little Club ML1) with his magnillcent Bachelor Pad in the PX 
trailer (vvliielt is constantly blaring music and seems to have a 
disco ball). Appears to lie the ONLY Marine in the 4 shop that 
stavs happv (1 wonder it it has anv thing to do with his F tub 
MLP). " 

Capt Smith (AKJV F apt Grumpy ? is making leaps and bounds 
in ihe MhU's movement control tracking. SSgt ( ashman: t \V(» 
select) if \ ou are looking tor him just look in the smoke pit or at 
the coffee pot. he will be in one ot Ihe two places. It's been said 
thai lie's, tire reason ( apt Smith is so grumpv. Sgl Guerrero .'All 
we know is thai he lias been doing great tinngs at me FPYV 
detentiutv cetiler 

llereiire some of lite things that the LOF shop has been 
doing by indiv idual: Sgt .Aquino: Reconeilintion.- w itlt M.S( s. 
sw-t-epinn out offiee once a week, building chart boards, and 
playing soccer every night. (' apt Salas: walking around like a 
zombie because she doesn't sleep much, and because she is 
cotistamlv drinking Red Bull, and oilier "tilings ' the Major has 
her doine? Staff Sgt Solorio: Arts and C rafts paniciapauon. to 
include finger painting. 

1 las anvone seen SSgt Bngdon ( AKA " Da Btucher" V Hr 
lather I IMF'S/abanetAKA l)a(iodfaiher) has been looking tor 
him dnv ami night. Last known location was iheSNF D bertinng 
wearing pink underw ear. Ac have received intelligence reports 
h'om a reliable source (cook ai the chow hail '; that ue has joined 
Recon ... you know how Recon is. you could be oniv a lew feet 

from them and no! see them. Da Godfather has all his ("hieI" 
selects: slug I latnmond i AKA Shrek ). slug Cavallo {.AKA Papa 
Smurf). and slug leei (AK A Grumpy) searching tor him. I hey are 
on patrols day and night at the berthing areas looking for his 
long lost son. If you have any information please call: l-xoO-DA- 
BCIFIIFR 

lias anyone seen Hodge chow trucks? li st* you may find 
Fapt I lorton. His days have been consumed by looking lor the 
location of the i lodge chow trucks. 

What is the stains of our IF'L? I hat is the biggest question 
ihe ARMY has for Lite MfcU S-4 shop! 

The Supply .section remains in good (but tired, as usual) fonn. 
We are not only providing supply support for the I!' MFL- ( P.. 
but also for the enure camp and what seems to be every single 
unit that comes in and out of the camp. 

'! he SupO, F'apt Castellano, works at the (.OF so we have to 
put an observation post out during hours of day-light to let its 
know when he's on his way in. Gunny Miller can usually he 
loimd rolling around in "The Gaiur." Gunny Fletcher is usually 
reading up on someilting (currently ids "I low to win at Chess"). 

Sgt Jacobs can be found at the gym pretty much any given 
time of day. J le's making sure thai he'll be bigger than any recruit 
once he's a D.I. Sgt Loflin is nowhere to be found, lie's been 
MIA Tor a while now. .1 X. lie's doing good things for us at 
another camp. 

Sgt C hriMopher lias been assigned to guard the front gate of 
the camp. 1 le will be tire only Comptroller in the .Marine ( orps 
that can say they manned the gate of a camp in a combat /one. 

Cpl "Shnkey Jake" (as (ittnny calls him) hllcbraehi is also 
doing good things guarding the gate. Cpl Rut/ has become 
nocturnal due to working nights since we arrived. His fingers are 
becoming nubs from keypunching so many trausactions. Cpl 
Stevenson (Steve-O) has been busy doing eveiyihtiig under the 
sim. I le has become a jack of all trades. 

Lance Cpl I re to t iiu.o has become the most popular barber 
around. The SupO sends everyone that doesn't have a barber to 
him. t think he likes the atteniion. l.anee Cpl Kelley has siayed 
busy working and trying not to sweat to death, l.anee Cpl Davis 
tSvvi//le Diz/le. Davi. and aboul it) other nicknames he's aqui rod) 
has also been busy working along side of L.anee ( pi Kelley . 

On a serious note. Sgt Loltm and ("pi Siev enson received the 
Nav y and Marine (' orps .Achievement Medal on September i. 
2004. tor their perfurinance in I luwaii. Facli Marine in the Supply 
sec-ion has been working very hard to ensure that the unit and 
the camp have the supplies they need to survive and work, at all 
times, in all conditions. I hey have dene an outstanding job. 

S-6 Conimuniciitions 
Wow. another newsleller from Iraq already? It seems like only 

last year w e were in this couniry w riling a newsletter from here 
tor the family back home Well. I guess it was last y ear and not 
much has ciiangcd. 

Sc.' Ch Scuttle puee 
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Lei's see • where siiouk! we siari? How about last Max? 
A lie: pulling out ol'Snn Diego, v\ e made \va> to Hawaii t'.>! some 
training and some much needed liberty a Her a whole week on she 
ship. A tier a lasi chance to relax tor a feu days, we were off 

Major "lohnnx Bravo" Zyla ruts been leading along with his 
usual tact and verve. 1 he only ome we have with him is when 
he uses his favorite .lohmiy Bravo line: "It must be great being 
you. looking at me!" Not really. Sir sorry. 

L aplain "Old Dirty" Blacker was promoted to ids present rank 
on .lulv i - long overdue I might add. After nearly A years as a 
islLi. he already had the altitude of a ( aplain: hut the pay raise 
sure was nice! 

Master Sergeant "Whip-Cracker" Richard has been keeping 
the iroops out of trouble w ith his usual panache. Top has been 
doing a'great job making sure that all sections arc aeeomplishirtg 
their mission. 

The Marines of the .1 l i b del have w elcomed their Captain 
back. .Captain "Riddler." Wilson was on a long RA.R stint with 
die advanced parly in this desert paradise w hile die rest of the 
"six" were on their luxury cruise through the Pacific Ocean. 
During the cruise. C pi John " I he Butcher" Van earned Ids name 
lor his outstandiiig abilities in the barbershop. Cpl Van was 
meritoriously promoted to his current sank on Sep 2! 

Since those joyous days of being at sea with no mission, no 
responsibility, and no job. the J I l h del has put their nose to the 
grindstone. We have definitely been earning our entry in the 
annals of history. After a short, one week training exercise in 
Kuwait, vve took die long journey to our new "home" in triivj. I lie 
first w eek was maintenance intensive, fixing all the stuff that 
broke during the jaunt here. And we have been extremely busy 
ev er since, setting up a comnundcaiions network equal to die size 
of a regimenlal network. The Marines have worked with the 
Iraqis, the Arm v. and numerous civilian contractors ensuring that 
everyone would be able to comnninicaie back home via e-mail 
and pinnies. 

I'hings have calmed down since the peace accord and 
every ope is doing great, even though Ciunny (Warrant Otficer 
SeiectPas of Sep *'} Tvmikin has ADD; we started off with ! 5 
Marines and i! different M( >S'x. now there are i ~ Marines and ! 
MOS. one big happy family. 1 know what you're thinking: "where 
did the other tw o come from?" Well, w e picked up two foster 
children from 'J1" Comm. Cpl "IT en he canT pronounce it" 
Silamiapos and Cpl Flowers., ah. i mean Floic -. 

After o'v cr A months of nothing but w ork. (lySgt Ruiz has 
tinaily completed his t.KMS inventory . Now. with just the basic 
day-to-day tasks at hand, he now has time to watch a long 
aw ailed movie: unless the "one-day" vacations io other 
glamorous spots around the cradle of civilization get in the way. 
Also of note. fiySgt Ruiz; lias decided that his name is no iongei 
"Row-ee/". it is "Rn-i/.-/ i immm ... 

flic maintenance section has been hard at work, keeping the 
cumin gods happy by making "something" out of nothing. .Stall 

CE Mail Call 

Automatic sortation ctjuipmetu used by the United States Postal 
Sen ice makes it imperative thai Marines utilize their address 
exactly as it is listed do include the UIC and nine digit zip code). 
Deviation from this address tomnit may result in addresses being 
unreadable to scanners, resulting in mail delivery delay s. 1 he 
following information will not be show n in. or become part of the 
mailing address. 

(11 Ship's Name 
(2) Ship's Address 
t AI Geographical Location 
(4) Task Force Designator 

Custoni-s: 
Ensure personnel are aware ol customs regulations to and from 
the area of deployment. All parcels sent to. from, or between 
KPO'APO addresses nuist bear the proper customs limn. AH mail 
weighing 16 ounces or more that bear postage must be presented 
to a postal clerk at a post office for mailing. A maximum of 
4200.00 per day per addiessce for personal items and S100.0u per 
day per addressee for gifts, may be mailed "Duty Free." 

Even though we have offloaded die ships, please continue to use 
the mailing address your Marine had on ship. Even though we 
are now on land, lite addresses will remain the same. Mail will 
follow your Marine wherever he she goes. Below are the correct 
mailing addresses for each umi sitip: 

USS Bdlcau Wood 
GRADE NAME USMC 
I ITIIMEU (SECTION) 
UK' 42x20 
I IT) APOcwS 10-2520 

GRADE NAME USMC 
! S I'FX )RCE RFC ON t SEC I'JONi 
UIC425A2 
f |X i AP 960! (>-2552 

USS Denver 
GRADENAMEUSMC 
! i l l I MEI; (SECTION) 
UIC 42524 
E PO A P 066! 0-2 524 

USS Comstock 
GRADE NAMEUSMC 
I ITIIMEU (SECI ION) 
UIC 42522 
Eh") A P 46610-2522 

Sgt Boudreuii. Sgi Fuemcx. and Cpl Kurian have been siaymg 
busy and becoming more creative as time passes us by. I hey are 
fixing (aka building from scratch) things with Vderu. zip ties, and 
e\ en lumber. 

From the time that we landed. Radio has been accomplishing 
their mission. It is true thai we arc under staffed, oxerworked and 
under appreciated, bui that is what a communicator is! Sgt 
Guzman ami Sgi Pimenle! have beer; on "vacation"' with the 
Maritime Special Purpose Force. Cpl Nichols. Cpl 1 lodge, and 
1 Cp| Walker are atuiched to Battalion Landing l earn I 4; and Cpl 
Plait is working with the local military... So the tew Marines that 
are left are not getting much K&.R. AddilionaHy. we have Sgt 

Si'c Ct Scuttle. /.V/V'C (S 
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( L Sculth". iOirt'il fi iH): />< r^c 

W itl'se vvorking n iih liie Mf 1 i XO and U. pi },i|.>«:,! "a!onc-and 
uiiatViiitf' muiuiging a relransmission site. And the liiuleisialteU 
pait doesn't end there! We base also provided radio operators 
drivers tor the MhU ( O. dpi Smith has had this job for a whiie 
(and done great at it) but the numbet of trips he takes has created 
a need for an ahcrnate. U"pi loomev iuis been selected for that 
respoiisihilii}. Neither ot these Marines has been av ailable tor 
much radio wateh due to their constant dri\ ing. That leaves Staff 
Sgt Page onh a handful of Marines to maimain the radio nets at 
the Combat Operations Centei (OOC). Sgt Burleigh and Sgt 
Porter have been providing him great assistance as radio watch 
supervisors, while Cpl Butler. Cpl Williams, ( pi Stokes, and Pfc 
Beamcs hav e been "making it happen." I hev can talk about us 
but they.can't talk without us. 

•rsa. 
Sentixa" Ki ftom S-6 
C'omm Mill it I lert/ 

Hcadquartei's Commandant 
During the past moruit. the I leadquarters C ommandant 

section has continued to be the tip of the spear: the spark, and 
the wheel, which lurns the i 1'" MLU ... led by MSgt Bonds. Iwo 
Marines. Lance ( pi Crouse and Pfc Francis, were assigned to 
provide support and force protection in support o! Operation 
Iraqi Freedom 2. Pfc Francis is counting the davs until next 
month's promotions to Lance Cpl. I told him he still has to be 
recommended. They've both been doing an excellent job. 

During recent weeks, the I leadquarters Commandam section 
has been busy in prov iding billeting to more than 2.:>0!) Marines, 
Armv. Iraqi Soldiers and Coalition forces. A responsibility we did 
not parlicularlv cherish, but we accomplished the mission and 
got it done rigid, like Marines do! 

I he section also prov ided Marines for the Commanding 
OfficerM Personal security Detail and (. onv ov Security. I hey 
were Sgt Kosario. Sgt Ross. Sgt Almaguer. Sgt Muno/. Sgt 
Guardado, and Lance Cpl Ciouse Again, those Marines did a 
great job in prov iding l oree Protection, and ensuring convoys 
were conducted in a proficient mannet. 

Speaking of Sgh Muno/ and (iuurdado. they ve also done an 
oul^anding job maintaining and keeping diet ommanu F.lement s 
veliicles up and running. Not only have they accomplished this 
feat for the t ommand hlemeni. thev also helped the Bl !. MSSf i- 
1 i. Force Recon and the Arin> keep their vehicles running as 
well. More than 40 vehicles and only two mechanics, and they 
did it on the Midnight shiti. 

With that said, the I leadquarters Commandani section not 
only pan ided billeting. Personal Security. Convoy Security and 
Vehicle Maintenance, v. e also maintain ail the (. ommand 
f.IemeiuN weapons We couldn't accoiupiish our missions 
without Lance Cpl Sluiuer. the ! V MFC armorer. Lance Cpl 
Shauei has done an outstanding job in ensuring our weapons: 
the .50cal. SAW.s. M Ins ami 'hum pistols slaved operatioiud! 
limkJ ....  

Congrats to the Rosario family- Mrs. and Sgt Rosano had a 
new-born baby girl. Congrats to all Marines and Sailois who had 
new additfons to their families. 

bach one of us has done a great job; no wonder the 
Headquarters (. oinmandam section is called the jack of all trades, 
am! a master of none. We all look forward to our return home and 
enjov a well deserved leave break. Holla 

■ ■ ■ 

Camp Pendleton Information 

Sight for Students 
The Armed Services YMC'A offers a program that allows 

qualified children to receive free eve exams and glasses. To find 
out if your child qualifies for this program and for help locating a 
doctor in your area, please call hsiella Garrison at ("Ni) .tN.s-T'P I. 

I roc BBO will Honor and Salute Sorvicc MeintK i s 
Project 1 lope and I he Girls Scouts will hold u BBO to thank 

Camp Pendleton military members lor their "sacrifice, commilmeni 
ami courage" September 26 from noon to 2 p.m. at 3?,! Assault 
Amphibian Battalion's Common Court Area at Camp Del Mar. 

For more intormaiion. call Alan Nary at ("(id) 725-d2,fs. 

Base Theater Movie Schedule 
Fmjoy a wide variety of FRF If near first run movies at the Base 

Theater. With a cuncession stand, surround sound, and one of 
the largest screens in North County. The MCCS theater is 
located at Building 1330 Vandegrift Blvd. in the I 3 Area across 
from Mainside. 

To reach the movie listing by phone call: <7<i(i) 725-f 2!or via 
website and 

Housing has new "Auio.Attendant'* 
Base Housing has a new "'amo attendant" system that offers 

the following information: 
■ Frequently asked questions 

Documents neees-viiy tor getting on the waiting list 
Waning ii.si position 

• Fsiimaied w ailing times 
Base I lousing's. new phone number is i 7601 72.5-5oM5 

Help for voters v ia phone, online 
Military voters seeking help on. myriad topics, relating to 

voting can contact the I tepartirieii! of Defense Voting information 
Center. U.S. Chi/ens can reach the VIC toll free from hfi cotmtries 
using the numbers listed on the I edend Voting Assistance 
Program website. In the United Suites, call, t bf'O; 
43K-VO I F. (X6S31. Or email ihe I YAP at 

See Pemllefon htfo /></<.'<' 
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Pi'iu/lcton hrjiK coiti'J hwu A' 

Vista VillatieSprin'j tcsiiuii Street 1 air 
1 ven- 2'" Saiuahrv i hi I )«.n\niowH \ isi:i 
• Live Miimc 
• Food iknuhs 
• Arts & Cnshs Bout!;.-- 
• Relaii Hooihv 
• AnussemeiHs Lor ihe kid> iiiKi inoi'e! 
Lor more into call:! 760) 75N-5 i 11 

European Ocktobei fcs.1 & Craft t aii e"On the .Street" 
Suiniav. September 2<k i0am-5pni at 1:1 Camino Rea! & 

Motiniain Vista Dr. 
• Kami I v Aitraeiions and tiajnes for All Ages C'ratts 
• Autheiuie Gennan Band & Dancers 
• Authentic German food & Beverage Gaiden 
• (Lid World HBO 
L or N lore Informa lion CaIi: 
Lnciniuis ("iiambcr of L omnicrce 17(it)) 753-604! 

MCCS 

Marine & Family Services 

Children, Youth ami teen Programs" Counseling Services: 
VVavs Children. Youth and Teen Programs' C ounseling 

Services can help: 
• Learn about l\ pica! reactions to depluymeut . reunion, 

stress or tear of war. 
• Learn about the affects of combat stress on families and 

youth, 
• Learn ways to help youth and families espress their feelings 

in healthy ways. 
• Identify at risk behavioiv 
• l earn stress management techniques. 
• Learn \\ ays to self care. 
• Referrals to comnmnUv support services. 
• Learn ways to re-establish and reconnect within your family. 
Counselors provide general counseling serv ices and support 

to military;children and their families located w ithin l hitdren. 
Youth and teen Programs iCY 1 Pi. as well as. in group seuings 
for command driven events 

Services Offered: 
Individual and l amily Counseling: ( ounseling is designed to be 
brief and solution focused. I ids is provided to lamilies wiihin the 
( YIP programs and others at the ieoucs! of command, li it is 
delermTiTed that long term counseling is more appropriate, 
families w ill be prov ided with re terra Is and help in securing 
services wiihin the communiiy. 
Group Cotmsoling: Group counseling is designed in to e t'onnais 
The first is educational in nauuv. designed for a Luge group 

setting The group w ill e\pL>re topics related to military life lo 
iucltide feelings cind reactions to deployment, war. reunion 
and grief and loss. The second format is more tlierapeiuic in 
nature, where youth will be placed in age appropriate groups of 
o-16 and will meet weekly for 6-X weeks to explore, express and 
process feelings related to reactions and stresses of military life. 
Assessment and Referral: Counselors are available to meet w ith 
y outh and families to assess and determine what sen ices may be 
needed and lo prov ide the appropriate referrals w ithin ihe 
communiiy. 
Resource, referral and support services for CY'I R families and 
staff: Counselors are also a\ ailable to assist CY IT families and 
staff with acquiring resources unn providing mformation for 
referrals and services w ithin die cummunity. 
Counselor Qualifications: Counselors w ithin the Marine & 
family Sen ices. Children, Youth ami Teen Program Counseling 
Sen ices are slate licensed therapists. They may hold a license in 
Marriage, family Therapy. Clinical Social Work, or Psy chology. 

"Lveryone, including children, led stressed during limes of 
crisis and uncertainty. If your child seems to need help beyond 
what is nomutlly available at home or school, please contact 
CY I P Counseling Services or seek outside professional help."* 
Lor more inlbnnation call t~6(>) 725-K51 'L 

AH Military I nit Yard Sale 

MCCS will be .sponsoring an "All Military I .'nil Yard Sale" in 
the Main L.xchangc parking lot. 1 he event w ill take place from 
0600 to ! 330 on 16 October 2004. Participants are rest! icted to 
mililaiy units only, battalion and squadron level, independent 
commands stationed on L amp Pendleton. 

The purpose of the event is to assist military units with their 
fundraising efforts. I nits vv ill keep all proceeds from the y ard 
sale. MCCS will coordinate the event and pan ide at no charge 
tables, canopies and chairs. 1 ransporiaiion ot yard sale items 10 
and from the event is the responsibility ot lite individual 
command. 

Unit logo items, clothing, fmuiiuie. electronic etjuipmenl, and 
toys are prefeneci. food items are restricted to baked goods, 
assorted non-alcoholic beverages and snack items Raffles and 
BBQ's are not permitted. Cnits are also allowed to use dunk 
tanks. Astro Jumps and similar games provided "Release from 
Liability" forms are completed for all non-iniiiiarv customer- 

Alioued selling spaces will be 10' \ 20' and will be assigned 
on a first come, first served basis, bach selling space w ill be 
prov ided with one !0' \ 1"' canopy, two tables, and four chairs. 
We will try lo accommodate units needing more than one space, 
and additional tables and e'uiirs depended on number ot units 
pardcipaiing 

lor more information or to reserve a space, contaci Pete 
Miranda. 725-5O03 564! 5242. Spaces must be reserved by 12 
October 2064. 
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Marines of 11th MEU do have 

leisure 
K CpJ S S'K'iwirilN 

FORWARD OPHRATING BASF DUKh. Iraq - I lie sun is liurce liereand 
long hours c>f patrolling in the dust tilled town ot An Najal. Irarp lease lite 
Marine encased by a transpareni layer of powder. A sweat-drenched flak 
jacket arid heimei drop to the lloor wit!-, two rmmbing thuds, sejuiing more 
dust panicles shooting through the surrounding air. Another Marine finally 
rests inside a wind beaten green lent — one giaciously filled u ith the cool 
respite of air conditioning. 

I he day was long, like many others, but there tire more to come. Lance 
C pi. William L. I larunun,operations clerk. Command Llement. ! I lit Marine 
F.xpeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable), returns from another 

arduous day 
providing security 
out in tow n. This 
one. like many 
others, lite day 
began as the sun 
came up and ended 
long alter the sks 
slow ly bruised from 
warm orange to 
deep blue. 

After shedding 
his gear. I lariman 
jumps in a cleansing 
shower and then 
goes to swallow a 
hot meal. 11 is feet 
hurt and his body is 
iited. I le know s it's 
all going to happen 
again tomorrow 
w hile he crawls in 
the rack, slips on 

his headphones and closes his mind to everything but the band The 
(hateful Dead now playing in his ears. This is an almost daily pnuttee lor 
him. and he uses it to get by 

It's just his was of winding down from a strenuous day and preparing 
for the next. Many other Marines of the ML!. have their own unique means 
of relaxation and tun after work. 

" I hev (The Grateful Dead) help me get to .deep at night, and most ot 
.Set' Lenure, /x/yu 

PSD takes volley ball touniamcnt 
)S lii.fil!.",'. ^Jl. t 1--iiulu 

■ v 
CnfuAii-i ' F.l' Bi!S" ThoMip>,>R. \fI:L lore., prwiciijon 

wl'ttceivi'ommui'.a Eiomeni. t i th Manne 
t'nii jSijiieial o-v.-kioiso »pikcs the kait \tariRg 
.1 v.uleyixi!! U'lirnamerCi here. The ME<: eomnuiiiaiftg. 
olVicvr's l*et>»a:it Seeiitiw Dei ait t. Or-! piaee. she 
Antw"v Seem Eajjaieir- iot'k r.eeoaJ atto die MF.L s-4 
team :;Ak' i 

From the Commanding Officer 

Dear ! I tit MLU families and 
friends. 

We've been working hard 
to help the Iraqi people in An 
Najaf and Al Qadisiyah 
provinces and the results are 
show ing. So tar. more than 
250 reeonsiuiciion or 
refurbishment projects have 

been completed or are currently underway, totaling 
nearly 10 million dollars in both provinces 
combined, f unding for all projects comes from lire 
M tU's Commander's F.inergency Response 
Program, w iiich is allocated by the U.S. Congress. 

These projects are addressing damage done 
during fighting in Najaf. However, the majority of 
piqiects are restoring rundow n infrasirtielure in the 
tw o cities, a result of decades of neglect of the Shia 
people under Saddam llusseiiTs regime Projeels arc- 
improving condition^ in public education, essential 
services (water, sewage electricity, parking, etc), 
governance, public health and the economy. 

In addition to these projects, we are busy 
making solatia, or condolence payrnenis. to Najufis 
who experienced properly damage of their home or 
business, injury, or death of a family member during 
Aiigu.si's fighting. We have paid more ihan 5.SOD 
Iraqis approximately 5 ~ million dollars. These 
payments are creating goodwill and building trust 
between us and the locals. 

Citizens of both provinces are also eunenlly 
registering for the January elections. So far. 
everything is running .-moolhly and we are happy 
to see the Iraqi people mov ing one step closer lo 
taking charge oflheir country ami their future. 

We also recently celebrated the Marine Corps* 
229th birthday with the traditional ceremony and 
birthday meal of steak and lobster (see CO's 
Birthday Message on page i I >. 

Marines at FOB beho in Diu aniyah w ill be 
mov ing at the end of the month, turning over 
control of Qadisiyah pro\ ince to the Polish military. 

Sec Coinniand /u/^e 2 
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Leisure, can'!, inuv. 1 ..... 
llu'ir songs are happy. So, il I listen to them at niulu when I g'1 to 
sleep I'll be thinking ol'a sotig in the morning and that makes die 
day belter." I lanman said. 

Most Marines use their leisure time to escape ■ to catch a 
momentarv break Irom their \\s>rk. f-tui they den t do anything 
thai gels in the way of their job. l or most, it's jusi a way to keep 
from getting burnt out cm the stress that can accompany one on 
a deploy mem. 

Corporal Dace R ford, network administrator. Command 
tdemem. claims that he "definitely" spends more than half his 
spare time glued to a \ ideo game of some kind. J le owns two 
different came systems out here, borrows another occasionally 
from the MfcU Chaplain's ollice. and e\en has more games on his 
personal ebmpuier 

"It helps time pass easily and it helps me get shrough the 
deployment." l ord said. 

1 lowever, he doesn't hoard the game play to himself I le'li 
drop his game to let in another player at any time. So, the 
environment around his rack can be solemn w ith his quiet 
concentration or filled with yells of jubilation where one Marine 
conquers another in one of the many games. He plays most 
types, everything from first person shooter, role-playing, 
strategic and di tie rent sports games. 

"Ue'll play anything he can get his hands on." said (.'.'pi. 
Svlvester McKinney. network administrator. Command fclemenl. 
as he stepped in front of I ord's screen to see what he was 

" playingT'r 
— Ford also points out that the games do more titan just pass 

the time/or him. 1 le says they help cope with his heller skelter 
work schedule thai often causes him 
to gel sleep at infrequent intervals. 

"1 he schedule 1 work doesn't 
allow me to keep a consistent sleep 
schedule. So. it you stay up and 
pass the lime playing and go to 
sleep when you're tired it helps it* 
keep a consistent schedule." Ford 
said.. 

Video, games aren't for everyone 
though, .lust across the tent from 
where Ford was busily punching his 
controller, ( pi. Man Herring, 
network administntsor. Command 
Llement. was silently focused on rate 

"_ of the ituiny books lie lias read 
during this deployment. I le was 
reading under a warm, incandescent 
glow coiiipiementaty to the cool blue 
emitted by Ford's screen 

"It 1 can find a good book. I'll 
read it," i lerring said I le cstimaies that he's read more than 10 
during this deploy menl. 

Com nut ml. eon'i jrani / 
1 am sure they Polish soldiers will continue the great work we 
have started. As a result of this move. C ommand t lenient 
Marines at FOB Lcho w ill be moving to FOB Duke, or w ill move 
to the prov inee of karbala. The Polish military's mov e to | 
Qadisiyah Province, and our move to Karbala Province, is part 
of a restructuring of forces effort currently underway in Iraq. 

As a result of this move, homecoming w ill still consist of 
two main bodies, but the first one might be a little smaller than 
initially anticipated. Below is a general time frame of what we 
think homecoming will look like. As we all know, these dates 
are not 100% guaranteed and can change depending on 
current events 

Advance Party: Middle of January t small contingent of 
Marines w ho will prepare for the arrival of the rest of the MFTT 

Main Body 1& 2: Fnd of January, mid to end of February 
Rear Party: Beginning of March (small contingent of 

Marines to load our equipment on commercial ships before 
flying home) 

I w ill be sure to update you with information w hen 1 get it. I 
understand how difficult it is for families (as well as Marines/ 
Sailors) to have dates change, and i want to do even thing I 
can to make this process easier for anyone. 

Thank you for your continued support of The 11 th MtU 
family. 

Semper Fi. 
A.M. llaslam 
C ol.! SMC 

Mostly, the books come From a floating library that ciivuiates 
the MhU in a hand-me-dovvn system. 

"Once 1 read them, then il makes no 
sense to let them sit around. 1 give them 
to other people who want to read them." 
Herring said. "It doesn't really matter to 
me where they go onec I've read them." 

Ford added that he acquires many 
of the video games he plays trie same 
way. But a central location for tins 
swapping of enieriaimnetU comes from 
the M I. U C hapkiin's office w here many 
hovering books, mov ies and games rest 
momenianly before landing in the hands 
of another person seeking their refuge 

Lance ( pi. Sinclair I... 1 Uirrell. 
administrative clerk. Command Hemem. 
finds sanunary in lite plethora of 
mov ics .surprisingly available to the 
Marines and sailors deployed with the 
Ml t. 

"Tl kind of helps escape the day and 
en.joy someplace else lor a white." in: said. 

! lis time off is div ided between resting on his rac k watching 
See Leisure, ptt^e J 

Talking on tlicwth 
Hoc h_\ v MaHU-v s 

Suit'! Sc".. J.vih<.i:i .!. Snv:!:. tcarn Icaiter. Rcciuuuii'wiiwv 
Kknoon. Bausiioa Lnntiirnr isl Baualion. -til. 
M.irinc KcgiinciU. i tih Maiisc F\ivJ:t:«>n.tr> Lnit 
iSrcc'ia! ' 1 :,v(l :ip.ir;!ci. Cstlo v. ill*. I'i> v. Uc :v.ick in 
:l;c I' N ;l'. ihc ii'.iCI'lU'l C.U 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (SOC) 

Pacific Pride 

Lets me. cnn'l. Jn/m fhtxe - 

mov ies with his sis-inch scicen personal l)V D placer on his chest 
ami manv lioms in the gym. 1 ie works out almost 10 hours a 
week, hut it's just to be in belter shape by the time he gets home. 
It's not to look better tor his wife who, nonetheless, is "still going 
to make me take out the garhage. 

The asylum he seeks from the mono'.om of a daily routine is 
mosllv speckied with dreams of spending lime \\ ilh his daughter, 
who was born while he was in boot camp. And he jokes that he s 
been gone so much that >.he won't be able to recognize him. 

Instead of the more bbcious thoughts of home, one of the 
peculiar aspects of 
the Marine Corps and 
deployments are the 
unordinary hours one 
might w ork. for 
instance guard duty is 
most oflentimes 
different trom the 
normal hours a 
civilian works during 
day light. 

I he 
Noncommissioned 
Officers of k! mm 
Mortar Platoon. 
Battalion Landing 
learn Isi Ballalion. 
4ih Marine Regiment, 
I lilt MLI.'fSOC"). arc 
standing guard here 
and are "lucky if we 
gel a day a week off." 
said Sgl. Justin I). 
Sperry. squad leader, 
S 1mm Pit. Their 
weekly schedule 
consists of a 24-hoHr 
shift as wi'gcant of   
the guard., another 24 

" itotirs on die quick ^ 
reaction force, then eight hours aT ihe'TOBT ehliycTiiuronHnnGZ; 
and then usually three day s where ilicy ha\ e two four-hour 
.siutls on a tiuard lower. Thai means eighty'-hour workweeks are a 
normal occurrence. 

"See this dent in mv rack?" rhetorically asked (.pi. Joseph M. 
Tervdch.'mortanmm. Si mm Pit., referring to how fiesjvnds his 
time oil. >. 

Bid-'they still have theircnicrtainmcnt as. well, litey even 
pooled together money to buy a I V for their tent front tne 
soldiers the MH : relieved. Incredibly, one I \ among lite tent full 
of men doesn' t create any problems with deciding what to watch. 

1 hev trickle in at such indiv idunl and infrequent rales tinil no one 
Ve Leisure, /logr 4 

N icieo games help pass the time 
PUif.i i-« t ;»i. S 

Cwrpatu! I'.ive K Fout. ;!>.tv\ei'k .uimiir.' 
trau'r. t'.Miuiuinti EiemctU. 'oft Manni 
F vrev!iiioii;n> t'nii iSiweia! •tyuruUeiii- 

'CapaMe). nia** a vwieo uame in hi—wm 
'Ik'iv'rUsptiv. ihe nine <.>et. - 

What is the Kev Volunteer Network? 

Key Volunteers provide a communication, referral ami support 
network lo spouses of 11th MM' Marines. Appointed and 
directed by the MLU commander, the vokinicers prov ide 
command informruion. problem solving assistance and 
outreach. By keeping MLU families better informed, establish¬ 
ing a sense of communiiv. and offering resource options in 
limes of need, the volunteers enable the MLU to achiev e a 
higher state of unit readiness:. K.ey Volunteers will pass 
information as provided by the command lo spouses on the 
phone tree. If you are a spouse and are not on the phone 
tree, contact your Marine, or e-mail the Ub family readiness 
officer, Capi. Carrie Batson. at 

11 th MLL KVN Ad\ isor- L vtin I lasiam f 909) 491 -0185 Cell: 
(760)214-8027 • y- 

i lih ML.I; K.VN Ciwdinaior— Carolyn Zyla (909)303-4J02('> 
Cell: (909) 719-4538 

Kcv Volunteers: 
Jeannene Blocker 
Lmail: 
Bemadette Jarosz 
Lmail: . c v ? 
Melissa Johnston 
Lmail: 
Sherry Melover 
Lmaif 
Robin Sile 
Stacv Smith 
Lmail: 

7(v0- .185-0314 

760-806-3368 

760-385-4826 

760-724-5988 

760430-2744 
760-798-2570 

Lntcrucncv contact il'Carolvn is unav ailahlc 
Jessica Zapata 
Lmail: 

760-%7-7345 
cell 760-672-3656 

Marlev Nehns 
Lmail: =r 
Jacoue Weede 
Lmail: - __ 
Stephanie Butler 
Lmail 
Aneie Lvans 
Lmail: 
I lollv Carver 
Lmail: 
Kellv Lllebrachl 
bnail: 
Sharon Bell 
Lmail: 
Georeeanna Wiltse 
Lmail: 

760476-9062 

7604.30-0362 

760-745-7024 

949498-2160 

7604304179 

760430-8450 

949-366-6301 

760-6394110 
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Leisure, con V. /.< om /-.nee 

Imnily in iIk- u-iH un;elhs'r al any oiu; iinie. 
"Whoever i-. siamiing here jnst puts soinething in and v.e 

just w alh in at soinetitue anti watch." said (.'pi. Michael S. 
Bachicha, moriannan. N iiitnt Pit. "it's oji all lite imiev. ith 
everyhoih in and out all the titne." 

I he tent is dark but lor the glow of a comedian creating 
chuckles around the lew Marines in the tent ilial are actually 
awake. When they're not watching. 
mo\ ies or comedians, the Marines 
play a lot oHooihall video games 
together!^ 

"Bv.cept for people like me that — 
don't touch the thing because i can't 
play." Sperry said making fun of lite 
fact thai lie always seems to lose 
when he' plays. 

Although, not everybody can win. 
there's one place on the BOB that 
everyone seems to be able lo handle. 
Recently. the Marines of lite M I..U " 
conslrucied an Internet Cafe. Within 
days of it opening Marines wait 
anxiously in line for a chance to talk 
to friends and loved ones around the 
world on Web Cameras, and they sigh 
reluctantly w hen their number is 
called and their turn is up. 

Marines spend their half hour on 
the Imeniet to catch up on currem 
events or just to find out what s - 
going on back home. 

"Since it's gelling dose to the 
holidays people led obligated to 
contact home," said Lance (. pi. 
l erniin Treio. supply clerk. Command 
I lemeni. on hi> way out the door 
when his shift was up. 

Sergeant Luis 1). Alnutguer, jx.ilice 
sergeant, Vommand Llernem, spent a 
lot of time helping to put the Internet 
t. afe up and — as if he can't gel away 
- - was Mtrbng the web there himsell. 
i le esiinuties thai more ihau i 50 
Marines-aiid sailors use the 20 
differepLcomputers a day. 

"Its like your ow n little bubble. In that 30 minutes you fed 
like voiYre not at w ork any more." Almaguer said. 

. All-the Marines of the MLl. don't spend their spare time 
glued to a chair and fixated on a screen of some kind. Inldliger 
Marines of the C ommand hlement ate just one unit thai band 
together lo compete in various sports ioiirnuments around the 
KM 

"It helps us take out minds off ihe daily schedule and ii 

Reading and relaxing 
(•i .il.ti.;, i |li. V):i|lli, .. S Kl.li. lO 

. CHi'|fntiii Mail I ten inc. iv.",' 
t'iMumaiui 1.ionv-';,:. 'til; Viai 
iS;>cc:al ttpor:iii<i:n ( aaaUlci. 

builds camaraderie and teamwork." said I si l.t. I Jan id R. Myers, 
reconnaissance and sun cillance coordiiuitor. Command 1.lenient. 

Fifteen or so Marines from hue! were up laic in lite evening 
one night for a volleyball tourntimenl and aie ready and signed 
up for a flag foolball lournameni coining soon. 

"It gives the Marines a chance to do something that isn't so 
serious. U uiimuUcly refreshes them so they can locus even 
belter on iheir work." My ers said. 

Groups of Marines and sailors can be seen scatlered all over 
the FOB play ing foolball. fVCbeo. 
soccer, baskellxdi. volleyball orjusi 
running, together. Organized 
tournaments, 'now ev er. tire the 
producl of one man on base. Chief 
William C . 1 lammond, religious 
programs specialisi, Commaml 
Clemeni. arranges a gamut of differeni 
lotirnatnenis jusl to lift every one's 
spiriis. 

"I like to bring, some kind of 
enjoyment lo them." I lammond said. 

I Ic lias all kinds of lournumems 
planned. Fwerything from 
horseshoes, spades lo a sirongesl 
man and woman compelition. 

The volleyball lournameni was 
the first experiment of such kinds of 
organized revelry. 

"It really paid oft. I here are 
around 50 people out there most of 
lite night." I lammond said. 

My ers menlioned how he heard 
his Marines talking about il for days 
afterward saying "il w as one of the 
more fun things they 've done out 
here." 

It's Hammond's ow n drive to 
prov ide fun to Marines and sailors of 
the MFC that motivates him to pack a 
schedule full of interesting events. 

"It makes me feel better to give 
theni something to do. Boredom can 
xomeiimcs make people complacent." 
lie said. 

I lie chapel is also stockpiled with 
ways for Marines to "vent vviihout venting loo much." he added. 

With more than a thousand books, movies and CD's that 
anybody can check out. ihe chapel is a common ground for 
Marines to come searching for reprieve. 1 hat's not ev en 
counting the ■abundance of board games and die estimated 2,000 
pounds of care package- handed out. 

So. it's a diflicult task to find a Marine or sailor strolling 
aroum! lite FOB wiihoul anything to oeeupy him or herself. It's 
definitelv harder k> tind than anvthinu to do. ■ ■ ■ 

I vi l; ;l<.ini';t:-u:i!.i>l... 
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S-l Administration 
It's been more than five months since we departed the shores 

of San Diego. We have all been through our own ordeals. As our 
deployment starts to come to a close and planning for our travel 
home begins. Marines are starting to look forward to their own 
homecoming. 

IstLt Silva and Sgt Garcia have been added to SJA along with 
Cpl Chan. We never realized how many claims could be paid to 
the people'of Najaf. Now with the S-l Marines constantly FAPed 
out to different areas of responsibility, administrative work has 
become more hectic. With his expertise in numbers, Lance Cpl 
Harrell seems to have the accountability of each Marine in the 
MEU completely under control. Also, we still have our 0121, 
Lance Cpl Arnold, around to take care of diary needs of all 
Marines- - 

Mail is running smoothly with the new system; a convoy runs 
once a week and the working parties aren't nearly as painful. We 
also have a fairly new postal clerk on deck, Cpl Pangelinan. Sgt 
Lerma now has a full shop to run with three postal Marines. Cpl 
Rodriquez is still running around from camp to camp 
accompanied by Lance Cpl Johnson making the Marines happy 
by taking care of their postal needs. 

Sgt Redhead has rejoined the shop at Duke (he's been living 
the good life at FOB Echo).We're all happy to have our motivated 
sergeant back and we're sure he also looks forward to getting 
back into the swing of things in the administrative field, and of 
course working again with his motivated shop and leaders. 
Gunnery Sgt Starks and Capt Johnson. 

We have the dates of our return, but we are all aware that with 
the Marine Corps everything is subject to change. So as we start 
making plans for the day we return, we know we need to remain 
focused as there is still work to be done here in Najaf. Saving Iraq 
one school and one solatia payment at a time. " - - 

Public Affairs Office 
1 Idle again from Iraq, flic- Public Attairs shop lias boon 

keepiriu busv as vou can probably from ihe i lih Mb'U 
wobpuce. We've been w riling stories, taking pic lures and keeping 
on lop ofihings. Die big news from us is liuu we have io miv 
good Ine io iwo ouisianduig Marines -- our combai camera .row 
is l.ea\ ingyit pi Koieeki and (. pi. Foseo will be checking inio the 
I si v i\ Div in about a nionlh or two. Il's just noi going io be the 
sameAviihoui ihem. 

Na more masked avenger, no more long drawn out 
'"miuuuuiiuhhhlf's. It'll be hard fo net used io not having liioso 3 
two clowns around. 

I hev worked hard and produced mviv esedleni phoitv, 
during this deployment. They both have their quirks - their 
streiigliis ami iheir weaknesses but they've both done a great 
job. t hey will be missed. 

Staff Judge Adv ocate 
We've been very aciive running claims for battle damage 

repairs. We are still working nonslop on claims and other legal 
issues. We have been reinforced with and are glad to have ( apt 
Tipon and Cpl Chan working io help us out. We warn to wish our 
familcs sale and happy holidays. They are loved and missed and 
we look forward to seeing them. 

Maj Wallers and ( pi Miller 

Disbursing/Finance Office 
.Since leaving San Diego on VIay 27ih. we hav e come 

together to become a great team. Although (here are only tour of 
us. w e are still able io handle any pay situation; from taking 
helicopters from ship to ship while out at sea. to taking 
helicopters and convoys in Iraq. We have been very busy in the 
closing months of our deployment going through an average ot 
more than $3 million per month, with paying not only Vlannes but 
also soldiers. Army National Guardsmen, sailors and helping aid 
the city of Najaf in reconstruction contracis and its residents 
through grievance payments. 

Our incredible team consists of a pay and a trav el technician, 
(.pi's Gas par1 hrosa and Gabriel Cudal. disbursing chief Siaif Sgt 
Christopher Tompkins. and OIC. Isi 1.1 Roger Ibarra. 

i st l.t R. Ibarra 

Chaplain 
"I hose who wish to come after e must deny themselve.-.. take 

up their crosses, and follow me. Tor those who wish to save iheir 
lives will lose them, but those who lose their lives for my sake will 
find them. W hat profit would there for one to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his life." -- Matthew i fr.2! -27 

Violin-makers of old used to personally select the wood they 
would use to make the msirinnems. It was noted by the 
craftsmen that wood from the north side ot the nee was the best. 
The north side was the side that the fiercest windstorms beat and 
heat upon the trees. (.'raftsmen maintained that wood from the 
north side was stronger and more resilient: such wood in ado an 
instrument that was richer in tone, timbre, and beauty. 

(hi manv ov enings u hen the storms came and wild wind blew. 
She trees would groan tnuier the violent gusts. Hut the violin- 
maker would smile and state:t he trees are simply learning to be 
v iolins.'" 

The trees of the wood are >\ mbois for hard-io-embrace 
words: liiat in dying we become something greater. Thai in letting 
go of the Heeling and passing'ue become richer, hi the suflcring 
we endure we become stronger, in the litilures we experience we 
become vv iser. 

IT wo are true io GodN call to discipieship. we n ill Imd 
ourselves embracing values that run counter to what our eiiltme 
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lioiioi>.'Kor example, v* hen e Like the lead iii a>kiiie someoj'.e lo 
Ikiruiee us. Wlteit wc put aside our own needs ami wants for 
whm is best for our laniily. communily. aiu! nalion Hie question 
we have to ask ourselves is will we take up our cross, not out of 
sense of self -loailiiiiti 01 pessimism, but out of a sense of 
eotnieikm and hope that the demands of the cross will result m 
the life and love of the f.aster promise." 

S-2 Intelligence 
Dear fatnily and friends of the I i:i Ml-.t '<S( K t. 
(rood ever.tiig. and itello again! Since our last newsleiiet. 

operational tempo at the ! Mhl - lias dropped, oft some, and the 
Marines"of the S-2 shop have had a chance to catch their breath 
ifor the moment) Here's the latest and greatest from the 
subsections of the Deuce: 

I he Intel Marines continue tostav hard at work. All of us 
continue to man our shifts and stay on top of the things going 
on around us. \Ve all received some good news in the past week. 
We finally have some dates to look forward lo. Some of us will be 
going home sooner than others, as they are moving on in their 
Vlarine Corps lives or onto civilian life. We have already lost pi 
Robertson ("rack to the civilians as he lias already departed this 
place we call fOB Duke. We are soon to lose ( apt Sile. Sgl 
Ramirez, Staff Sgl Walz. and Staf f Sgt Cieinert also. 1 he rest of us 
will stav. back and finish the job laid out for us and then be home 
between February and March. 

I hc.Topo Marines, Sgt Perez and Lance C pi Anderson, 
eontimie to stav busy building and improving products, up lo 
this point they have built and printed 1.000s of maps lo support 
eveiyihing from the battles in Najafand Fallujah as well as 
supiwiinsr the rebuilding efforts in the Najaf and Qauisiyah 
provinces, 1 hey continue to support anybody thai comes along 
to include the St.ABLf s and the .Army. 

Our iimiuerv guvs continue their nonstop support also; 
answering all those questions like can ! get an image of this'.' Can 
von make it clearer? f an you make it bigger.' fan we see <1 from a 
differeni antdc? And so on. Sgt Ramirez is soon to depart for 
creener pastures in Virginia leaving Stafl Sgt Bell to fend for 
himself. We w isb Ram ail the best. 

The analysts continue their hard work at trying to build thai 
picture and make it clear so that everybody uiiderslands what is 
going on in our area of responsibility as well as what is 
happening.around us Sgts Hurst nnu ( lark w ttii the help of ( p! 
Mottdidocontinue lo try and answer all of those questions that 
our higher ups and subordinates ask us. I hey in turn keep Sgt 
Baulista busy updating the web pages ami keeping the systems 
up ami runmng. 

Our weather guvs are at wits end at the moment trying to 
figure out w hat the vvetuher is going to do tomonvw w nhoui 
having to change what they 'us; said mhuiies prior. We have 
quite a bit >>f rain in the last two weeks and it has been giving the 
guvs some fits as thev had gotten used to "Hot and Sunny" as a 

forecast. Staff Sgt Mills eontinues to huki the fort dovvn while 
Sat Coiev supports operations in Diwantyah. (pi f arnvee tries to 
keep a handle on lite Linguists and Cpl ( asasoia lets us ail sleep 
well at night knowing that lie is out on the guard post keeping 
w a Sell. 

As mem toned prev loiisiv w e have already lost t pi Ruberison 
from the CiSP Del. hi the meantime Sgt Roberts eontinues to keep 
the \ IPs safe as part of the PSD while Sgt Smith, and ( pi Sherman 
keep the rest of us safe on their guard duties. 

The i l,!' MhU lib 1" team has been keeping busy, and most of 
our guv s are .scattered to the four w inds. Staff Sgt Bobeck and 
Sgt Rossington are keeping u veal out in Diwaniyaii. and Stafl Sgt 
Walz. w ill be heading home soon, as he's chosen to exit stage left 
ami try his hand at civ iiian life again. As for Wild Bill kardesh. he 
remains in Najaf on "business" with the support of Staff" Sgt 
(ieinert and Sgt I lagedon. He says he's w orking hard, but those 
of us that know him best will tell you that he's hardly working! 
Bill is just loving, his beloved Michigan Wolverines, as they re 
now 8 and 1 with two more games left in the season. (io Blue' 

I he Radio Bailalion detachment continues to press on with 
intelligence support to the MLU S-2. With four teams doing 
round the clock o|>erations tor months on end. we are looking 
forward lo heading home in I ebvuary to sunny I lawaii. where we 
left nearly a year ago. The training has paid off. and w e are proud 
lo have been able lo have added to the secuiity of the Mi l.' and 
contribute to daily operations. It continues lo be a pleasure to 
serve during this time, and lo be pan of history as the Iraqi 
government and populace gains their foothold. 

Lvery body here is looking forward lo getting home as soon 
as they can. and a couple are trying to find a way home a little 
taster. Our goal is to bring everybody home safe to ttieir loved 
ones. We can see the light at the end of the tunnel, ami know 
that it's not a train, that there is still a long road till we get to that 
light. 

Well, that's about it for here, folks. We're all looking forward 
to coming home, and we can't wait to be back with y ou. out 
loved ones, lake care! 

S-3 Operations 
Marines remained busy in live S-3 shop as we changed focus 

from war fighting to restoring ami rebuilding local iowns in Najaf 
and Diwaniv ah. 

Marines over at FOB l.cho were occupied handing out 
backpacks to local schoolchildien as part of a civil affairs project 
to bring needed school supplies to I lie youngsters, i his pro¬ 
vided an opportunity for the Marines to interact and experience 
some of the culture in Iraq. Additionally in Diwaniyaii. S-3 
Marines are frequenily finding themselves out on convoys 
surveying sites that need restorcilion. or adding an extra pair of 
eveballs on a convoy with the secret squirrel mtel Marines. 
Wherever they find themselves, they are seeing differem pans of 
Iraq and doing things beyond the usual scope ui their jobs back 
tit Camp Pendleton. 
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_ On f-OB ! )ul\c'. S-3 Marines are also assisiine in eivil aftairs 
priijeets »»ui in lown. going suil ('H eoiuovs and obs-er^ ing live 
Iraqi ehikhen ihal scurry io ihe side of die road and \va\e 
enliuisia.slically when \H'e dri\ e bs. 

The Marines find lime to unw ind from a bard day at work, by 
pariieipaiing in \oHeyhull games, playing a friendly game of 
Spades, pulling together a soccer game or just hilling lhe gym in 
hopes of discovering a new musele group before the;- head 
home. 

I he rain has iinallv arrived, and with ihe cooler wealiier. ihe 
bailie of ihe healer lias officially begun m ihe COC" 

Creative wavs 10 slay entertained are introduced every week 
as ihe Marines look forward to heading home, hul I hey remain 
dediealed to compleling '.heir mission in Iraq and selling the Iraqi 
people up for success. 

• 1.' 
• < 

S-4/Lojiistics/SuppJy 
Maj Jarosz has been busy w ith all ihe engineering projects, 

camp improvemenls and every-tiling else thai is going on. I le is 
still refusing lo sleep because lie loses the bubble on wiiai is 
going on with everything. Will die late nights ever end? lie is 
doing well and I think that he will be very well prepared lo relieve 
Ins wife of die iriplels when he returns home for a few days 
weeks. Cm sure dial his wife is looking tor a break. 

Well J (Gunnery Sgl Bergquist AKAGunny B) have been 
doing well. Kveiwone in die section has everything under control 
and is making mv job \ ery easy. 1 siill ha\ e lo pull rabbits oul of a 
hat everv now and then with ihe last minute changes thai come 
up. I he only real problem now is thai we ha\ e so many SNCOs 
and our only NCO is on ihe CO's PSD all die time. Who am J 
goine 16 gel lo take the trash oul and do the section s 
laundry? Junior SNCO up! Sony ! I do have a question: because 
of our.kite departure can 1 stay and be die ADVON tor our next 
deplovtuenl'' Never mind J didn't get any sea time on ihis 
deploy mem so I will try again next year. 

Capi Salas has been busy going out lo An Ntqal pariicipating 
on ihe-Solada paymenls. and scenic trips. She is continuing lo 
stay busy working with die Maintenance Managemem ChicC 
Stall Sgt'Aquino, and the Ammo Chief Staff Sgi Solcrio. 

Staff Sgl Solono has found a new friend — < PI hlliutl 
(Army ». The two of diem are keeping up on their shooting 
skills. Staff Set Solono is keeping the Marine Corps* tradition and 
kicking file Army s butt. I hey are in training for the 2tM»5 Play 
StationII Olympics. 

Newly promoted Staff Sgi Aquino says he doesn't feel any 
diftefeui: due lo tile fact dial he is still doing the section\ 
laundry-..lie is currently busy processing claims (a NT; W job he 
acquired) for Solatia payments so he's staying busy. 

(. apt 'smith. AKACupt Grumpy, is gelling even more gniv nair 
'il iliat is possible) working uiligeutly on our redeployment, ile 
has sec tiled Staff Sgl (ashman. AKA Skalci. a spot out ot here ..is 
early as possible in order to gel him oul of the way and aetually 

be able to get some work done, lie iias OocMcd dun lie loves mo 
place so much that lie is w iilmg to come back for round three 

Staff Sgl C ashman (where has he been? ( heck Ids tack) can 
usiuilb, be found acting busy and getting ready for I BS lie 
pretends to Pf daily and. w hen he can show up to work on time, 
usually doesn't do anything, hence the early flight home and die 
extra gray iiairs on (.'apt (tnimpy s head I ie decided lo drop ids 
pack and run for the border. I'm sure he'll be nice and w arm when 
he reaches V irginia. We told him that the weather there is 
beautiful m February and for some reason lie believes us. We are 
all looking forward to not having to hear him complain about how 
cold it is getting here (in die high No's low Ob's during the day). 

Sgt Guerrero us he even still here?) has been kept busy 
winning the lieaits and minds of Iraqi children by handing out 
soccer balls and candy on an almost daily basis. We believe that 
he has found new love in a lew Iraqi women and states that he 
-doesn't want to leave this beautiful country. 

S-6 Comniunicatioiis 
You can talk about us. but y ou can't talk w iiliout us! 

The S-6 staff is doing well. I've heard thai ihe last newsletter 
caused a bu^z with Johnny Bravo's call sign. Anyone not familiar 
wiih die character from Carioon Network should cheek out hup: 
www-.tv tonie.eom .lolinnv Bravo for a little background, in short. 
Johnny Bravo is muscular, meal headed, big haired fella. Now that 
you know a little about who Johnny Bravo is. ! hope you can see 
the similarities between our fearless leader Major Zyla and Johnny 
Bravo. 

Captain "ODB'* Miocker Ins realized that 7-loii trucks are 
indescribably more comfortable than i IMMW V s (I luimeesi. I te 
learned this on a recent day trip to another base to pick up some 
supplies. Other than that. ODB has been driving his desk most ol 
the time, managing the cotnm networks and stuff like thai, ile can 
be heard in his off duty hours muttering the phrase "Stupid 
Si SCON... I'hat was a eooo ulcal" No one has been able lo 
figure oul what he's talking ahuiik tiiougii. 

Master Sgt Richard didn't like being called "w hip cracker," so 
in an attempt to console him. weTl change his call sign to "I used 
to work w itli ilnii 'K'jx'.u. ' There's sun an incident or story told in 
this Mht 1 dial I'op canY imerjeci. that he knows someone 
involved somehow. And even tin •ugh we're poking fun at thai 
irait. it's really a good tiling, because it reminds us that theCotps 
is a small, close knit family, and il you stick around long enough 
von will know just about everyone in your field. 

Since the last new-sletter there have been more tinui a few 
changes around the platoon, (. pi "Eyebrows" fTores and (..'pi 
"(. an I pronounce his name" Silumianos are back aboard (. amp 
Rendlelon. Calif., w nh G.h ( omtn Bn. I heir replaoemenls bom the 
("omm Bn. are Lance C'pl "(. hecks Yang and L.ance ( pi " I w on t 
Stop talking" Sweringen. t'liey have been doing okay. On the 
lighter side (and i do mean lighter). Gunnery Sgt "A.D.D. lonikin 
was sek-cied for the rank of Warrant Officer. We don't know 
w heiher we should offer our cotigratulations or our condolences - 
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Uikf v.our pick. We run e also hnd ;i Ico. Marines pronioted w iiliin 
ihe ranks i liev wei'e Sjrl "Mvose" ( jasion and Sgl "Ihinks he s 
Insir Ciaiviu. I he new NC. O's are Tpl "What did vou sa> 
Simons and Cpl "Vou didn's tell me" Ford. It gets belter. l\u> 
Marines were awarded the Na\y and Marine C'orp.s Achievement 
Medal. Cpl "MacGyx er" McDonald and Cpl "Big Bear" 
Vickinnev. Cpl Maciiida's wile had a bouncing baby boy. We 
didn't !»ei anv cigars for the occasion because Cpl Machida was 
"Iviittt thieal." Veah. right. C'apl "Wanls-io-be-Swoir' Wilson is 
still leading his Devil Dogs the only w ay he knows how : around in 
circles, koriimaieh. the .Marines are there to take care ot him and 
set him on the straight path lime and again. 

The Marines are doing irenteiuious w ork on our l orward 
Operating Base. We have siaried to run cables and wires into the 
newiv renovated COC lo provide continued internet services and 
phones for the Command hleinent and ! I th MFC as a w hole. Our 
Marines hav e also been pail of the civil affairs operations for the 
people of An Najaf. We are also making sure that the "Super Big 
Giant Booming Voice in tiie Sky" (also known as the SBGBVS. or 
as "ihat damn loudspeaker!") is in place and ready 10 be used if 
needed. Also, as you all know, there ain't no parly like a working 
pans. Sorting mail, escorting local nationals, or just policing up 
the area are tasks that drain our manpower daily. In addition, 
ihrough the tireless eftoris of the Data Devils, the Segovia (Space 
Link Internet Cafe) tent is off the ground and running and is a big 
hit with lite residents of the LOB. We have also... wail a minute, 
lei me stop there, f or a little while (here you would ihink the S-o 
are the only ones working on this base! 

I he: Radio and Maintenance sections have been working 
hard, iiswvell. The team has been busy w ith their regular v. mchev 
die never-ending requirement tor working parties, and basic day- 
lo-dav tasks in addition to all titai. Staff Sgi Boudreau and his 
techs have awed and amazed the masses by installing radio* and 
titber electronic svstems in vehicles — then taking them out and 
movinc (hem lo different vehicles, iiien the put moreslutf in 
those vehicles. W hen there's no room for anything else to go in a 
vehicle and put more w stems m it! W hy do litey do all this, you 
might vvonder'.' Well, the short answer is because they are told to. 
The long answer is .. because they are told to! I he radio 
operators also has e had their share of additional tasks. Staff Sgi 
Page and Sgt BuHeigh have been doing a greai job bringing the 
team back together. Cpl Nichols returned from "B" Company, only 
10 be assigned to the FCF. Now he is downtow n working with Sgt 
Wiitseanii Cpl Onega ... again. Cpl Walker (newdy promoted. I'd 
like to add) has returned from Alpha Company. Cpl 1 lodge is back 
from Charlie Companv. ioo. I he only Radio operators out now are 
Sat Pimeniel and Sat Guzman, w ho are with 110 (. ompuny. and Ptv 
Beanies, w ho replaced Cpl Walker a! Alpha ( ompany. 

There is so much more 1 could w rite about; but I II let the 
Marines save sonic stories lor when they get home to \ou ail! 

S-o 
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Dear Smokers, Vou slink! 
You stink from your inoitlh. You stink from your hair. You 

siiuk over here. Vou slink over ilicrc. You stink from your 
clothes. You assnull my, poor nose The nicotine and tar, Ihev 
cling lo your ear, and you slink, slink, slink where\er you arc. 
Your hands and your houses, yes. they stink, too. And your 
kids go to school smelling like poo. 

Doused vvidi your spritzes and splashed with colognes, 
vour sweet, syrupy stink just keeps pressing on. Your valiant 
attempts to mask the lout smell make no more of a dent than 
an ice cube in Hell. 

You stink in the mornings: F\e smelled you at night. The 
smell won't wash off try as vou might You stand in commuier 
lines pouring smoke front your nostrils that digs in our lungs 
with gray prying tendrils, it claws at our i'nce.s and tears at our 
eyes; thai smoke I'rom your habit does terrorize. 

1 know some of you hate me for saying what's true, but 
lake it from me 1 was one of you. I smoked ami I smoked. I 
longed for the pleasure of an alter lunch mail, like a piraic lor 
treasure. I smoked ami I coughed uui I fouled up the air. mail 
I grew tired of my own stinky hair. 

So 1 quil, yes i did. I put down those cancer sticks I'd 
smoked since a kit.!, il was hard at ilrsi. In throw in ihc towel, 
and my body freaked out with tobacco withdrawal. I sat ail 
alone.pondering my dilemma, hoping all Smokers would get 
emphysema. But. Ah! Now it's over 1 want them no more, 
especially when 1 see their eosi ai the store. 

Now 1 just wish that vou loo would quit, and not look at 
me like some hypocrite. You stink, km telling you when you 
come up beside us with your hacking old coughs headed last 
toward bronchitis. Rut out that smoke, that pipe or thai stogie, 
you'll never be cool as Hepburn or Bogey. 

Besides., they slunk too. just like an old bog and the funk 
from their mouths w as like a misty green fog that settles 
around you and chokes off vour breath il sent its owners 
slmigiU toward their deaths. 

Just stop for two months, you'll see what 1 mean, the air 
thai you breath will be sweeter and Jean. You'll then be able 
io smell all the Smokers, who smell just like w e did. iliose poor 
slinky jokers. You'll notice one day w hile m the elevator, a 
stinky office worker wlio breathes like Darlh Yadcr. N ou II be 
stuck with her as y ou ride to your Hour and you'll pray to {jod 
that he'll open the door. 

Join me. people, as I semi out the call lo sto;) alt this 
smoking once and for all. 

Rut down that Zippo. give ii a think, "cause until you do ... 

Dear Smokers. 
You Slink: 
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Headquarters C'omniandant 
Master S". Kevin Bonds — Anoiherthiv. anoihtM' siiinnicr. 

another monthlv news letter, which means another month has. 
passed and we're another inonlli elo.-,er to gettinu back to our 
loved ones. 

During tins past month, the Headquarters Commandant 
Section has been busy making sine the necessary tunctions get 
taken care of so the 1 !th Ml. I. can truly be "Hie Pride of tiie 
Pacific " Speaking of'Pacific, it's now what they call the rainy 
seaso 

I iYsi. I am proud to sav Congrats to the newly piomoied Stall 
Sergeant, and Lance Corporal in the 1 leadquarters t. ommandanl 
Sectiom StaffSgt Munoz. and Lance Cpl I rancis. J guess Lraitcis 
was recojnmendeil after all. 

.My police Sergeants. Sgt Almaguer and Lance Cpl Francis 
have been busy with billeting Marines and Navy Seahees. Sgt A. 
and Lance Cpl Francis also had a hand in building what w e call 
the "Segov ia lent." which is a tent filled with computers. Next, 
thev will help in providing phones in that lent so Marines can 
call home, t think they are excited about that one. 

I he PSD has been busy prov iding security ev ery day, and 
when they're not prov iding security, they re on '.lie range 
training. Like Sgt Rosario, the PSD team leader always says -- "if 
it ain't raining, we ain't training. 

llth Marine Expeditionary Unit (SOC) 

The Motor 1 section, which was working nights, decided to 
uo back to working days. J lold them thev went from being, 
v ampires, to soaring with the eagles. 

Our armorer. Lance Cpl Shuuer lia> been busy doing monthly 
inventories and going out to die ranges when the PSD team 
trains. Lance Cp! Sliaueralso went up for the Corpora! board, bin 
failed to win due to some keen eompetilion. 

Lhis month was filled with a lot of drama, case in point: ih 
rainv season is upon us and it's flooding everywhere. We. being 
the ! I th MLU. had our first barbeque at Camp Duke, a huge 
success, even with the scattered showers. 

Speaking of competition, we also established the i I th ML U 
ilag football team; it will be interesting to see how well we 
compete. 

Finally, we recently celebrated the Marine Corps Birthday 
with a traditional ceremony Happy Birthday Marines, past and 
present, wherever you are. 

■ ■ ■ 
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POSTAL SERVICE SETS OVERSEAS 2004 HOLIDAY MAILING DATES 

WASI ilNCi I ON. D.C. - The Postal Sen ice todav made available its 2004 I ioiiday Season recommended mailing dates lor deliv ery to 
miiitarv overseas APCVI"PO addresses and international destinations by Saturday. Dee. 25, based on economical air and surface 
transporiaiion. 

ling by the Ibllowing To be'certain of timely deliver v of holiday greeting, cards and packages . the Postal Sen ice recommends mail 

dates. Sinee 1 lanukkah begins Dec. b. mailing dates should be adjusted accordingly . 

First ( lass Mail Priority Parcel Airlift Spsicc Available 
Military Mail Addressed lb Lettei s'C at ds Mail Mail (PAL) ' Mail (SAM) ; Pared Post k 

APO FPO Ah Zips 000-002 Dec ! 1 Dec 1! Dec 4 Nov 2~ Nov ! 5 

APOTPO At Zips005 Dec h Dec o Dec 4 Nov 27 Nov ! 5 

APO I PO Ah Zips 094-00K Dec i ! Deo 1! Dec 4 Nov 2 ~ Nov 15 

APOTPO A A Zip- 540 Dec 1 1 Dec ! ! Dec 4 Nov 27 Nov 15 

APO TPt TAP Zips 062-966 Dec 1 i 15ec ! 1 Dec 4 Nov 27 Nov i 5 

1 I'AL: A 'iv.-ei.il scrv Le air ;r in-wniai:,'!- K" ;>:irevl> %»ii a spaec -avaik.hle baMS. I'AL .•waUabu* t»n- fared P*eweeni iji >(' ta 
V.iiehi' iif <>'.• inches in ienii'.h ana zirih eombtreJ. The apniicaDie P\l tv: nui'l be !>:iiu m aOiiaKi;! a- 'he r-.-eul-ir siirlaee raw <»t !.iJ.>ia;je b'l eiiei: 
a.khesss-vt i'ivef sent by KM. sen-ee. 1 vAM: fareeis paiii -n i'aieel Ko-nR p-'-ia^e law? are Ilisi nae-bcuev: vii'inesbealw by -ailaee aiw! ihen !>' ovoi>e.»> ueMinalKUis '\v an an a -faee- 
availaWe kiM-. The inaviHsm vwiyh: .mb sr/e- bmi.-: .re :iiw. aau hh biehe- kngih a.iU runh eranbiiiec. 

• - v 

.Military Aihlress Tips 
■ C'se the sen ice member's lull name fw nil or w tlhout rank or rating i. military organization or unit, and APO. I PC address. 
■ Do not include the country name in any part of the address. 

Programs thai allowed die general public to send mail addressed to ■Any Sen ice Member" are no longer available. 
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Camp Pendleton Infonnation 

Santa Comes to I lie Library 
Where: City oi'Carlshad Dove Lil>rar> 
(nm land Meeiing Room k. Sehnlman Audiiorium 
When: Knday. December 17. 2004 
Time: i 0:00am -1 ! :70am 
Description: All Ages ... come gel your pieiure taken wilh santa 
and enjoy some holiday activities. 
Tor more infonmiion call: 602-2047 

Mission Christmas i airc 
Date: Nov. 20-21 
I'ime: 9am --4pm 
Location: Mission San l.nis Rev 
Details: This event will have over 150 booths ol arts & crafts and 
tuod._as_vvclt as enierlammenl and a children's area. Snow will be 
there"oh'Salurdav only. Santa 7c Mrs. C laus u ill be there on both 
days sUirling at 11 am. 
Sponsored by the Oceanside Chamber ol'Commerce. 
For more inlormation. contact the Chamber at f 60) 22-1534 

Tovs for lots Motoi cvclc Benefit Ride 
Date: Nov. 20 
Time: 9am- i i :70am 
Location: Harbor Parking Lot 4 1 
Details; Parking lot ~ i is used as a starting point tor a motorcycle 
benefit ride in support ol tite US Marine Corps Reserv e loys for 
lots Drive. 
Sponsored by the (ioldw ing Road Riders Assoc. {. hapter L AIN. 
Tor more information contact James Pratt at (~60i 722-2 9/. 

Live Nativity 
Date: Dec. iO-i I 
Time: 6:30pm- 9pm 
Location: Martin Luther King Jr Park (474*0 Mesa Drive) 
Details: lour scenes of .Nativity with live characters and animals 
lor the public to come and v ievv. 
Sponsored by the Del Oro Hills Community ( hurch. 
Tor more .in formation, contact the C luuv h at (~60) 4 39-12'2 

(•»niniunit\ C hristmass Meal 
Date: December i ! 
I irne:'! !am-2:30pni 
LocalioitTParking lot at corner ol Seaga/e Tc Dilmtu 
Dettuls; ! he meal portion of this e\ en! w ill be iteld at (. alv aty 
Chapef. located at 625 Seaga/e. At the parking lot. the event u ill 
continue with live music, used clothing give-away, lace painting 
and a bounce house for the kids 
Sponsored by Crace Chapel ot the Coast. 
Tor more information, contact Cirace < hapel at ( ~60) '54-29 4 

11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (SOC) 
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Parade ol IJghis 
Date: December I! 
Time: (>pm - 9pm 
Location: Oceanside Harbor 
Details: Parade of decorated boats w ill be cruising the w aters of 
the inner harbor. 
Sponsored by the Oceanside Yacht Club. 
Tor more infonnation. contact the Yacht Club at (""60) '22-5 751. 

ley s for l ots Coif lournamcm 
Date: Dee.3 
Time: 7:30 a.m. 
Location: Camp Pendleton Marine Memorial Golf Course 
Cost: Lntry fee is 535 lor L-5 and below. S40 for L-6 through 0-3. 
$45 lor 04 and above and $50 for DoD civilian employ ecs or 
guests. 
Details: This year. Pendleion's 11MLA-775. MAG-46 Del A is 
hosting the toumameni. All proceeds benefit Toys for Tots. 
11 you're imersled in play ing in the tournament or for more 
information call Stall Sgt. Leigh!on at 760-765-5943 or Sgt.Lee at 
760-725-8270 or email 

NEW CAUFORN1A LAW: Tax Changes Affectin" 
Non-California Military Personnel Could Mean 
More Money For You 
Governor Schwarzenegger and the California Legislature hav e 
enacted a state law thai may benelif non-California resident 
Marines and Sailors w ho filed California tax returns. The taw 
conformsCaliforaia's tax code to theServ icemembers' Civil Relief 
Act. It prevents California from using a non-resident member's 
military pay to increase tax liability. This law allows 
serv icemembers to amend then California tax returns tor the 2000. 
2001. 2002 and 2005 tax years in order to reduce the amount of tax 
owed for those years. 
i xample: 
Husband is a Marine from Florida w hose only income lor 2003 is 
$15.00() from his military pay. VYite is a California resident who 
made $5,000 dollars from her part-time job in California. Prior to 
the change. California used the couple's total income ($20.ooot to 
determine the tax liability. Tor 2001. they would hav e owed $29! 
to the stale ol California. 
With the new law. die tax luibiiuy Tor this couple is based only on 
the resident-wile's (. alilornia income of $5,000. i hey now owe 
$50. Thev can file an amended ( alilornia return and expect a 
refund of $24!. 
VITA, the Volunteer Income I ax Assistance Office, offers FRI T. 
I AN PRT.PARAl ION serv ices, including assistance with filing 
amended returns as described above. If you arc a non-resident 
servicemember and you tiled a California return jotnlly v. ith your 
spouse, you may be able to file an amended return to get a 
refund. Vi'lA tax prepareis are trained to help you with this. 
In order to file an amended return, you will need to bring the 

Vv PciulUnon Info /x/gi' // 
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foikiu ifiy 10 Yi! A: 
1) KU IU vour Federal and California lax returns for the 
applicable tax venr(s). I bis means the entire return including 
am schedules. If you do no! have a cop\ oi yoiir reiurns. you 
can request one from the IKS or ihc Stale ol f alitornia hy tliine 
lite appi'opriaie forms. VITA personnel eannoi |novide copies ol 
your las relurns prior lo 2002. for 2(>(i2-2!>03 ^ecan only pro\ ide 
copies if \ou filed [hrouuh oui oilice. lorequesi your federal 
return, tile IKS Form4S06 
( Imp: a vn'vv. ii'.s.irox puh irs-ixlf fd.SOdjxlf ). To request a copy of 
vourf alifornia tax return, fill out Form o.s !^ i hup: 
\v w.v.fib.ca.gov/indi\ iduals fau ivr P15.himl ). 
2) Military II) for you and your spouse. 
3) Social Security Card for you and y our spouse and any 
dependents. 
4) All \V-2A for y ou and your spouse. 
VIIA is located on Mainside in Building ! (^. on the opposite 
side of Vandegrift Blvd. from the Marine Corps hxehange. from 
V'andegrift Blvd. turn onto i 1 ill Sireei. Make a left onto *'(.' 
Street, and then a right onto ?Lh and park in the gravel lot. Our 
hours are: 
Monday^ OSOO- i 60O 

1 iiesdav: By appointment only Id make an appointmen!. call ,'25- 
25IS. 
Wednesday: 0X00-if>00 
Iiuirsday; By appointment only 
f riday: 0X00-1600 
For additional information, please see V! fAV website at 
hitp:. Avw vv nendleion.tismc.niil vim home.Irtm. 

Prevention and Relationship Enhancement Program 
(PREP) 
The Marriage Furiehment Workshop 
Whether engaged. Newly weds or married 30 years, this Workshop 
is for you! 
I he Marine f orps Family l eam Building Matt and your chaplains 

'have teamed up to offer you a truly out-standing program known 
as "PKLP" <Prevention and Relationship Lnhoncenieni Program). 
I his pn'grain has proven so effective in receni y ears that it lias 
been featured on 20 20. 4X I lours, Oprah, and in many articles of 
the printed media. 
I'KFPis for y ou if 
• YouK involved in a close relationship sue!; as seriousiv daimg. 
an engagement, or a marriage: 
• You want romance and passion in your marriage; 
• You'd like to be able lo talk together as In ends: 
• You'd someiimes like to shut out all ol life's hassles and just be 
loucther: 
• Yoifie determined to knock «.i<wvn (hose communtcaiiun w ails 
that creep up with lime and >iress. 
PRLP otters a fresh approaclr It is ba>ic aitvi straiglttlorward. I he 

IFIH MFF (SOC fC ofninitntlingOflkei N 
229 FH Birthday Message 

On the occasion of the 22l)ih birthday of the United 
States Marine Corps. I offer all oi'yuu. and your families, my 
heart fell best vvish.es on tins day so special to all Marines. 
Words cannot adequately express die immense gratitude I 
have experienced for the teamwork, dedication, and 
sacrifices that you and your families have made in the last 
year as we prepared for deployment and as we now fight tor 
freedom alongside Iraqis on this day. 

We all pause to recognized those, brother and sister 
Soldiers. Sailors, and Marines amongst us who have fallen 
or been injured. You and our injured and fallen comrades 
have distinguished yourselves at dress right amongst the 
most famous of Soldiers. Sailors, and Marines in history. 

You have written yet another golden chapter in the proud 
hislurv of United States Marines, Soldiers and Sailors. No 
matter what tasks we have been assigned or what timelines 
we've had to meet, you have been there, ready lo go. ready 
to fight, ready to server your country's call and each other. 

Your families have been unbelievably supportive 
throughout. 

I here is no higher, more noble action that can be 
demons!rated by each of you than that w hich you are 
already carrying out and continue daily. Your actions have 
helped lo bring life where there was only death, health where 
there was rampaiu sickness, healing where there w as only 
the prospect of pain ami suffering. I stand here humbled at 
the endless reserv oir of esprit-de-corps and brotherhood 
that emanates from every man and woman I've had the 
pleasure of serving beside. 

1 do not know exactly how much longer we w ill be tasked 
to eontiiuie to execute our current duties, or w hat the Iulure 
holds. No mailer v\ hat lies ahead. I am confident you w ill 
continue to distinguish yourselves with honor, once again 
reaf ft rating thai marines are eternally capable, and that you 
will continue to tie w hat is right and just. 

To the Soldiers and Sailors who serve now. and have 
served and sacrificed with us. we are grateful for your 
brotherhood ami are pleased to have you by our side as a 
pan of die ! lib MFU family. 

I wisii all of you ami your families the best for die 
upcoming year. I charge each of us to take a nuunctil also to 
remember those amongsi us who have gone before, those ol 
our brothers and sisters who are recovering from injuries, 
and their families w ho support them and cany their flame 
forward, along with each of us. I am immeasurably proud of 
all of you and I will always be so. Happy birthday Marines. 

Semper Fi, 
C olonel Anllionv M. I iaslam 

Si c fendleton Info. /'og. /3 
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Cli Scuttle, coni'il from f\ige A 
vv'otkshop ami iho mau-iial:' k-ach ettuplc-- ihe skilk: she} need lo 
luirlure a lasting love. (.'ouplesspeikl niosi ot iheir lime in special 
liiseussions v>r praciieing skills. Key topics inclmle expeeialions. 
coiumitineiU. fun. forgiveness, fnemiship. ieeling um-iersUHKi and 
sensualiiy. 
IMfL-l' is NO I therapy, and is unlike ainlhing lo which you have 
been exposed. No encounier group or sharing of personal 
concerns, no dry psyehohabbic . . . simply shrilling insighis imo a 
more los ing. grow ih tilled iclationship! 
PKtP begins w ith leaching elleciivecoimmtnicaiion skills, tiien 
address"problem resolution strategies thai work, how to discover 
ihe hidden issues in eveiy relationship, and then move into 
forgiveness, fun, friendship, and .sensualiiy. 
Questions Couples Ask.About This Knrichineut Workshop: 
• We're doing pretty w ell;. wIn sitould >ve attend a Marriage 
hnrichmem Workshop? 

AILof us can improv e our skills u hen it comes to loving the 
most import am people in our lives, hvery couple .starts oil 
lliei'r relationship committed lo make it work. Untorlnnaieh , 
many of us simply do not know I |()W to accomplish a healthy 
and fulfilling marriage. I he difficulty is not knowing what to 
do to make that happen! PRIP can provide concrete strategies 
and tools to build a rewarding marriage. 

• Will we be expected to tell a bunch .if strangers what out- 
problems are? 

No. I his is not group therapy; it is an educational and 
practical application opporumity to learn v.hat works in 

. marriage (and what makes marriage work). It's not necessary 
that we share those xhon-falis with the group. Your contiden- 
liaiily is important lo us and will be pro tee ted 

• Why-would commands gi\ e people time oil to atiend a Marriage 
L nrichmenl Works!Kip'.' 

They real I v do care aboui your family relationships; 
* I! you become mote effective al open communicaiion while 
knowing how to keep discussions from escalating into 
arguments, ii will benetil the workspace as well as at home: 
and ^ 

. * Pariicipaling m this Workshop K a huge boost 10 family 
readiness and iranuuilily. 

• Is this a religious program ' 
Not at all. although ihe Bible is a Iremcndous source of 
wi>dom about how relationships can thrive. No religious nor 
denomina'tioiKii teachings are included in "Marriage Lnrtch- 
meiUMiie PRf P.\pproaeh." 

• l:.njoying ihe good times: More than "Dorfl Worry. Be Happy." 
learn the. secrets of keeping business from crowding-out the fun 
in your.rejaiionship. 
• \ i\a La Difference! <lain fresh insights into why men and w omen 
see life so difterenlly. You'll leave with a whole new appreciation 
for who you are -and whom you |o\c. 
• Danger Signs: I.earn the danger signs that can lead to nianlai 
discord and evenlualh breakdown of the relationship. Discover 

how io express your concerns conslruclively and how to examine 
hidden issues or expeclaiions that can build so uuieklv in a 
mairiage. 
Prevention and Relationship Luivancemcni Program 
Marine Corps f amily Team Building CvlCI- i B) 

Jh-eveution and Rcknionship l.nhancoinent Program is now being 
offered at ihe Religious Dev elopment. C'lassroom. Bldg ! 344. fltis 
one-day worksitop is tor ymu! Whether engaged, newly weds or 
married 30 years, learn strategies that will help you build and or 
enhance a wonderf ul lekuiottship! Come laugh and learn as we 
Si'tare (he tremendous joy of conneeting. for everyone wanting to 
Iv undersiood. PRbP is a simple yel ef feelive lool to bring insight 
and closeness lo your relationship. Your marriage or relationship 
can be an oasis of acceplance and appreciaiion. Camp 
Pendleton's Chaplain's Corp facilitates this course of iiisimction. 

!') October 2004 
id iNox ember 2004 
01 December 2004 

1K January 2<Xi3 
! 5 J-'ebmaty 2005 
! 5 March 200"v 

i 0 April 2005 
17 May 2005 
2!June 2005 

10 July 2003 
16 Aug 2005 
20Sep 2005 

for reservations and information please, contact .M(. 11 B at 760- 
725-2335. 

io register for this 1RLL opportunity, call Marine Corps family 
learn Building at (7o0'i 725-2335. 

■ ■ ■ 
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.f Headline: Marines of 11th MEU do have leisure 

j Marine Corps News Story By: Cpl. Matthew S. Richards 

CAMP FORWARD OPERATING BASE DUKE, Iraq - The sun is fierce here 

and long hours of patrolling in the dust filled town of An Najaf, Iraq, leave the Marine 

encased by a transparent layer of powder. A sweat-drenched flak jacket and helmet drop 

-to the floor with two numbing thuds, sending more dust particles shooting through the 

surrounding air. Another Marine finally rests inside a wind beaten green tent — one 

graciously filled with the cool respite of air conditioning, 

s * The day was long, like many others, but there are more to come. Lance Cpl. 

William E. Hartman, operations clerk. Command Element, 11th Marine Expeditionary 

.Unit (Special Operations Capable), returns from another arduous day providing security 

out in town. This one, like many others, the day began as the sun came up and ended long 

Lafter the sky slowly bruised from warm orange to deep blue. 

After shedding his gear, Hartman jumps in a cleansing shower and then goes to 

swallow a hot meal. His feet hurt and his body is tired. He knows it's all going to happen 



again tomorrow while he crawls in the rack, slips on his headphones and closes his mind 

ITTa; ■ 
^ to everything but the band The Grateful Dead now playing in his ears. This is an almost 

daily practice for him, and he uses it to get by. 

It's just his way of winding down from a strenuous day and preparing for the next. 

;==Many other Marines of the MEU have their own unique means of relaxation and fun after 

7- ■ 
work. 

v "They (The Grateful Dead) help me get to sleep at night, and most of their songs 

are happy. So, if I listen to them at night when I go to sleep I'll be thinking of a song in 

v the morning and that makes the day better," Hartman said. 

Most Marines use their leisure time to escape — to catch a momentary break from 

their work. But they don't do anything that gets in the way of their job. For most, it's just 

a way to keep from getting burnt out on the stress that can accompany one on a 

^deployment. 

Corporal Dave R. Ford, network administrator, Command Element, claims that he 

"definitely" spends more than half his spare time glued to a video game of some kind. He 

owns two different game systems out here, borrows another occasionally from the MEU 

3 Chaplain's office, and even has more games on his personal computer. 

"It helps time pass easily and it helps me get through the deployment," Ford said, 

-iv However, he doesn't hoard the game play to himself. He'll drop his game to let in 

- another player at any time. So, the environment around his rack can be solemn with his 

- quiet concentration or filled with yells of jubilation where one Marine conquers another 

in one of the many games. He plays most types, everything from first person shooter, 

role-playing, strategic and different sports games. 



"He'll play anything he can get his hands on," said Cpl. Sylvester McKinney, 

' network administrator, Command Element, as he stepped in front of Ford's screen to see 

what he was playing. 

Ford also points out that the games do more than just pass the time for him. He 

* Says they help cope with his helter skelter work schedule that often causes him to get 

= sleep at infrequent intervals. 

"The schedule I work doesn't allow me to keep a consistent sleep schedule. So, if 

you stay up and pass the time playing and go to sleep when you're tired it helps to keep a 

3 consistent schedule," Ford said. 

Video games aren't for everyone though. Just across the tent from where Ford was 

busily punching his controller, Cpl. Matt Herring, network administrator, Command 

Element, was silently focused on one of the many books he has read during this 

deployment. He was reading under a warm, incandescent glow complementary to the 

1 cool blue emitted by Ford's screen. 

"If I can find a good book, I'll read it," Herring said. He estimates that he's read 

more than 10 during this deployment. 

Mostly, the books come from a floating library that circulates the MEU in a hand- 

me-down system. 

"Once I read them, then it makes no sense to let them sit around. I give them to 

other people who want to read them," Herring said. "It doesn't really matter to me where 

"they go once I've read them." 

Ford added that he acquires many of the video games he plays the same way. But 

a central location for this swapping of entertainment comes from the MEU Chaplain's 



office where many hovering books, movies and games rest momentarily before landing in 

the hands of another person seeking their refuge. 

Lance Cpl. Sinclair L. Harrell, administrative clerk, Command Element, finds 

sanctuary in the plethora of movies surprisingly available to the Marines and sailors 

vi" • ' 
^deployed with the MEU. 
WHT; 

"It kind of helps escape the day and enjoy someplace else for a while," he said. 

^ His time off is divided between resting on his rack watching movies with his six- 

inch screen personal DVD player on his chest and many hours in the gym. He works out 

"almost 10 hours a week, but it's just to be in better shape by the time he gets home. It's 

not to look better for his wife who, nonetheless, is "still going to make me take out the 

garbage." 

The asylum he seeks from the monotony of a daily routine is mostly speckled 

■ with dreams of spending time with his daughter, who was bom while he was in boot 

-camp. And he jokes that he's been gone so much that she won't be able to recognize him. 

Instead of the more obvious thoughts of home, one of the peculiar aspects of the 

Marine Corps and deployments are the unordinary hours one might work. For instance 

"guard duty is most oftentimes different from the normal hours a civilian works during 

daylight. 

The Noncommissioned Officers of 81mm Mortar Platoon, Battalion Landing 

-Team 1st Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, 11th MEU (SOC), are standing guard here and 

are "lucky if we get a day a week off," said Sgt. Justin D. Sperry, squad leader, 81mm Pit. 

Their weekly schedule consists of a 24-hour shift as sergeant of the guard, another 24 

hours on the quick reaction force, then eight hours at the FOB's entry control point and 



then usually three days where they have two four-hour shifts on a guard tower. That 

means eighty-hour workweeks are a normal occurrence. 

"See this dent in my rack?" rhetorically asked Cpl. Joseph M. Pervsich, 

mortarman, 81mm Pit., referring to how he spends his time off. 

f. But they still have their entertainment as well. They even pooled together money 

~ to buy a TV for their tent from the soldiers the MEU relieved. Incredibly, one TV among 

_ the tent full of men doesn't create any problems with deciding what to watch. They trickle 

in at such individual and infrequent rates that no one is hardly in the tent together at any 

one time. 

"Whoever is standing here just puts something in and we just walk in at sometime 

and watch," said Cpl. Michael S. Bachicha, mortarman, 81mm Pit. "It's on all the time 

with everybody in and out all the time." 

The tent is dark but for the glow of a comedian creating chuckles around the few 

^Marines in the tent that are actually awake. When they're not watching movies or 

comedians, the Marines play a lot of football video games together. 

"Except for people like me that don't touch the thing because I can't play," Sperry 

said making ftm of the fact that he always seems to lose when he plays. 

Although, not everybody can win, there's one place on the FOB that everyone 

seems to be able to handle. Recently, the Marines of the MEU constructed an Internet 

Cafe. Within days of it opening Marines wait anxiously in line for a chance to talk to 

friends and loved ones around the world on Web Cameras, and they sigh reluctantly 

when their number is called and their turn is up. 



Marines spend their half hour on the Internet to catch up on current events or just 

to find out what's going on back home. 

"Since it's getting close to the holidays people feel obligated to contact home," 

said Lance Cpl. Fermin Treto, supply clerk, Command Element, on his way out the door 

f when his shift was up. 

if Sergeant Luis D. Almaguer, police sergeant, Command Element, spent a lot of 

time helping to put the Internet Cafe up and - as if he can't get away ~ was surfing the 

web there himself. He estimates that more than 150 Marines and sailors use the 20 

different computers a day. 

"It's like your own little bubble. In that 30 minutes you feel like you're not at work 

anymore," Almaguer said. 

All the Marines of the MEU don't spend their spare time glued to a chair and 

fixated on a screen of some kind. Intelligence Marines of the Command Element are just 

.- one unit that band together to compete in various sports tournaments around the FOB. 

"It helps us take our minds off the daily schedule and it builds camaraderie and 

teamwork," said 1st Lt. Daniel R. Myers, reconnaissance and surveillance coordinator, 

il Command Element. 

Fifteen or so Marines from Intel were up late in the evening one night for a 

volleyball tournament and are ready and signed up for a flag football tournament coming 

soon. 

"It gives the Marines a chance to do something that isn't so serious. It ultimately 

refreshes them so they can focus even better on their work," Myers said. 



Groups of Marines and sailors can be seen scattered all over the FOB playing 

football, frisbee, soccer, basketball, volleyball or just running together. Organized 

tournaments, however, are the product of one man on base. Chief William C. Hammond, 

religious programs specialist, Command Element, arranges a gamut of different 

' tournaments just to lift everyone's spirits. 

? "I like to bring some kind of enjoyment to them," Hammond said. 

He has all kinds of tournaments planned. Everything from horseshoes, spades to a 

strongest man and woman competition. 

The volleyball tournament was the first experiment of such kinds of organized 

. revelry. 

"It really paid off. There are around 50 people out there most of the night," 

Hammond said. 

Myers mentioned how he heard his Marines talking about it for days afterward 

saying "it was one of the more fun things they've done out here." 

It's Hammond's own drive to provide fun to Marines and sailors of the MEU that 

motivates him to pack a schedule full of interesting events. 

"It makes me feel better to give them something to do. Boredom can sometimes 

make people complacent," he said. 

?,, The chapel is also stockpiled with ways for Marines to "vent without venting too 

much," he added. 

With more than a thousand books, movies and CD's that anybody can check out, 

the chapel is a common ground for Marines to come searching for reprieve. That's not 



even counting the abundance of board games and the estimated 2,000 pounds of care 

-packages handed out. 

So, it's a difficult task to find a Marine or sailor strolling around the FOB without 

anything to occupy him or herself. It's definitely harder to find than anything to do. 
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,11TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT NEWS RELEASE 

Headline: 11th MEU holds down Fallujah rear 

& Marine Corps News Story By: Cpl. Matthew S. Richards 

ABU GHRAIB, Iraq - While several 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit units joined 

the 15,000 servicemember sweep of Fallujah last month, Marines and Sailors of the MEU 

were also committed to ensuring the security and stability of the assault's back door here. 

Task Force Blackhorse, comprised of elements from Battalion Landing Team 1st 

Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, pushed here from An Najaf, Iraq, just before the main 

assault started. The task force's Company B, Combined Anti-Armor Team A, Scout 

T Sniper Platoon and Explosive Ordnance Technicians relieved Company L, 3rd Battalion, 

1st Marines, who went to join the main assault. Task Force Blackhorse assumed 

operational responsibility of the towns of Kandari and Nasar Wa Salam, and immediately 

began conducting security and stability operations. 

During the turnover, they were told it would be difficult to keep the area as it was 

when they arrived. 



"We were told 'if you can maintain the status quo you'll have exceeded our 

expectations,"' said Capt. Samuel H. Carrasco, task force commander. 

Since they found them, the cities aren't the same — they're better. After 

conducting more than 120 patrols, 13 platoon reinforced raids, a company reinforced 

~ cordon and search of the entire town of Kandari, attacks by improvised explosive devices 

have diminished. Attacks on locals have reduced and numerous enemy personnel have 

been detained or killed. But most importantly they insured that the 1st Marine Division 

did not have to worry about their rear supply routes and communications during the fight, 

according to Carrasco. 

The areas of Kandari and Nasar Wa Salam were essentially built up during the 

~ 1980s by Saddam Hussein. He began moving displaced Shias to the areas — in the middle 

of the Sunni triangle, where Sunnis dictate the majority of the insurgency effort — to be 

, regulated by his Sunni regime at the time. But now the Shias make up the majority of the 

^Traqi National Guard and Iraqi Police in the area and find themselves policing the Sunni 

dominated insurgency. 

Upon arriving, Blackhorse found itself flung into a full-fledged counter 

s insurgency in A1 Anbar province. They came from An Najaf where local authorities are 

taking control and peace is prevalent. 

"If we learned anything in Najaf, it was how to work with the local authorities," 

said 1st Sgt. Joe Morales, company first sergeant, Co. B. "Coming over here, it's like a 

power vacuum." 

So they set out on the security and stability mission in an area where many anti- 

Iraqi forces operate frequently. Carrasco equates their approach in the area to that of the 



Old Chicago Police Department of the 1920s. They commenced to "walk the beat" 

instead of isolating themselves in mounted patrols. 

"Back then everybody knew who the cop was. He befriended the people who 

appreciated his presence and he knew who to keep his eye on," Carrasco said. 

^ Marines went on regular foot patrols knocking door to door, talking to people. 
"■i 

Everyone in the task force worked together patrolling six to nine times a day. 

"We're constantly out there. We'd try to find out what they needed, what we could 

do for them and what they could do for us," Morales said. 

In one instance, insurgents blew a main water line. Blackhorse was immediately 

in the area delivering water to the people affected by this attack. 

"The people out there can see what we do and they see the insurgents offer them 

nothing but violence," Morales said. 

With their actions, they developed a base of allies within the local populace. The 

v task force now has a good idea of who's on whose side. 

"We're verifying key leaders who are pro-Iraq— we realize the secret to their 

success is to cooperate with coalition forces," Carrasco said. 

Blackhorse members conducted joint patrols with the ING and IP and conferred 

with the city council and local religious leaders to improve the situation. 

This committed hodgepodge of pro-Iraq forces pursued the insurgents — whether 

they presented themselves directly in a firefight or indirectly with lEDs and mortars ~ 

"relentlessly," according to Carrasco. Blackhorse was proactive, forcing the insurgents to 

be reactive. 



While out on the "beat," lEDs were their biggest threat. Just finding them when 

they're out and about is like "plugging a dike that's constantly sprouting holes," said 

Morales. 

EOD conducted 75 missions, rendering safe or destroying 12 lEDs, conducting 25 
t* 

-IED post-blast investigations, and destroying 278 items containing a total of 613 pounds 

of explosives. 

So, with raids and cordon and searches the task force went out to get the bad guys 

marking them and sending them backpedaling. 

i "Now, instead of reacting to the enemy we found ways to make the enemy react 

to us," Morales said. 

All kinds of the insurgents' attacks in the area decreased and Blackhorse found 

that the majority of the Iraqis out here "just want to live their lives," according to 

Carrasco. It's a small minority who ruin it for everyone else. 

"The only way they can get us is if they sucker punch us," Morales said. "And the 

•only way they can do that is if you're acting like a sucker." 

Carrasco and Morales are proud of their Marines, who performed as the 

professionals they are. 

"When we go out we're winning the hearts and minds of the people, but at the 

same time, at the drop of a dime, we're ready for a gunfight if needs be," Morales said. 

"We don't feel we could have a better company of Marines doing this." 

Carrasco commends his Marines on their excellent judgment. 

"The decisions they exercised (here) have been superb and they make me proud 

every time I see and hear them," he said. 



> While working hard and being out for long hours at a time, Marines still found a 

way to keep up morale. 

Corporals David H. Garrett and James M. Ramsey, both scout snipers with Scout 

Sniper Platoon, still found a way to enjoy themselves despite a schedule packed with 

r erratic missions. 

T; They chatted with their wives online, made constant trips to the gym nearby and 

wrestled around for fun. They still joked and laughed even with the ongoing missions all 

around them. 

" Morales was surprised he noticed this among his Marines. 

"Even with the holidays coming up, I've got all kinds of Marines volunteering to 

stick around here to see the mission is done," he said. "And even with everything going 

-on around them, everybody seems to get their movies and workouts in, and morale is still 

high." 



11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) 

11th MEU (SOC) assumes responsibility of Karbala province 
Story by Gunnery Sgt. Chago Zapata 

CAMP LIMA, Iraq - The 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) 

assumed operational control of Karbala province from the Polish-led Multi-National 

Division Central South (MND-CS) during a ceremony here, Dec. 21. 

The move came as part of a realignment of forces in southern Iraq. MEU Marines 

relinquished responsibility of Al Qadisiyah province last month to Polish MND-CS forces. 

, "Understanding of the current situation by both sides, Marines and Polish soldiers 

helped make the turnover of the area easier," said Polish Lt. Col. Krzysztof Radonski, 

commander, 2nd Battle Group, 1st Brigade Combat Team, MND-CS. "We are very 

lucky that such a good unit is taking over responsibility from us." 



• According to Lt. Col. Eugene N. Apicella, executive officer, 11th MED (SOC), the 

MEU's mission in Karbala is to support the Interim Iraqi Government just like in Najaf 

province and to support security services. 

"By support I mean through our own active security patrolling and, more 

importantly, working closely with the (Iraqi police) and (national guardsmen) to build 

upon their capabilities," Apicella explained. 

While in Karbala province, MEU Marines, soldiers and sailors will conduct 

security patrols; train, equip and work with leadership in the 401st Battalion, 50th Iraqi 

National Guard Brigade, and police force; and conduct civil military operations in their 

area of responsibility southwest of Baghdad. 

According to Apicella, recent events such as Sunday's car bomb show that 

Karbala has an existing security infrastructure and a police force that's doing its job. 

When the car failed to stop at a traffic checkpoint, Iraqi police fired upon the vehicle 

causing the premature detonation of the bomb by either the driver or the impact of the 

machine gun's fired ammunition. Regardless, the premature detonation prevented even 

more casualties from occurring. 

"As we saw recently with the Vehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive Device that 

was used against the peaceful people of Karbala, IPs interdicted the vehicle bomb that 

was being brought in the city," Apicella said. "Although it was a tragic loss of life to the 

IPs and civilians affected, it was a good sign that there are IPs out there doing their job. 

They stood their ground and ultimately kept the bomb from getting through." 

MEU forces will work with the local government on civil affairs projects to improve 

conditions in the following sectors: public education, essential services (water, electricity, 

parking, etc), governance, public health, the economy and general quality of life. 



- "The Marines face several challenges in Karbala province. They must support 

the election process, help local authorities establish new laws, fight against groups who 

set up mines and Improvised Explosive Devises and, most importantly, maintain peace 

and stability in the area," said Radonski. "We are proud we were allowed to meet and 

work together with a unit which has such great combat traditions." 

•Tr-; Getting to know the people of Karbala province is a high priority, according to 

Apicella. 

"Like any new area of operations, when you come into it you have to get to know 

the people both from the civil leadership side and the military," said Apicella. "Getting to 

know them, helping them get to know us and building mutual respect between the 

various elements is important so that you can conduct smooth operations and training, 

and support their efforts to move forward in the pursuit of happiness." 

, MEU Marines assumed control of the An Najaf and Al Qadisiyah provinces on 

July 31, 2004 and relinquished control of Al Qadisiyah province to MND-CS forces on 

Nov. 30. 

Apicella said that the 11th MEU had a large advantage in Karbala — many of the 

Marines from (Battalion Landing Team 1st Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment) were here 

last year during Operation Iraqi Freedom I and are no strangers to the city. 

: "The Marines have a very good reputation in Karbala from OIF I," Apicella said."! 

think that will facilitate a pretty rapid integration between the civil military functions in 

Karbala and the Coalition's ability to support that structure." 



11TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT NEWS RELEASE 

Headline: Life and companionship in the air 

Marine Corps News Story By: Cpl. Matthew S. Richards 

¥ ' 

AL AS AD, Iraq - Rows of Marines and sailors, fully clad in gear, walk in file 

toward the everlasting thudding blades of a CH-53E Super Stallion. They're headed 

-home, to another base or occasionally into the thick of battle somewhere. 

They step aboard and sit down on the green, foldout benches. That resemble the 

cots most sleep on out here. They buckle up and watch the ground shrink below them and 

the horizon endlessly approach; they stare at the inside of the helicopter's metal core 

avoiding nausea, or gently nod off to sleep for a brief rest during the flight. 

Eventually the helicopter lands and they must all file out the same rear entrance 

they came in to whatever their duty calls them toward. The flight crew of the helicopter 

either picks up more passengers or cargo or heads home for the night. Whichever the 

case, another day of this practice will eventually fall away and the crew prepares for the 

next. 



:f For the crew chiefs, the day begins two hours before they are scheduled to take 

off. They start with the first of many checks of the quality of the aircraft. It's essential that 

the "bird" is safe to fly. 

"It goes through a lot of eyes to be safe. It's flying you know," said Lance Cpl. 

Rob Bedford, crew chief, Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 465, attached to Medium 

Marine Helicopter Squadron 166 (Reinforced), 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special 

Operations Capable). 

The maintenance control section of the squadron does most of the work between 

: flights. They are the "nerve center" of the unit, Bedford said. They constantly compile 

and update a discrepancy book for each helicopter. The crew chiefs screen the book in 

that time before the flight in order to know what to expect from the bird. 

"If there's anything in the book, it's just minor stuff," Bedford said. "Nothing 

major otherwise we wouldn't fly it." 

While the crew chiefs are busy with the bird's quirks and particulars, the pilots 

either have already gotten a detailed brief three hours prior to the flight or are still in the 

process of getting it. They meet the crew chiefs at the flight line an hour before the flight. 

After giving a summarized brief on the flight to the chiefs, they conduct the 

preflight check. That's where a pilot and a crew chief check over different areas of the 

helicopter and the other two go over the discrepancy book. 

Finally, the blades start churning 15 to 20 minutes before the flight for the final 

test to make sure nothing is wrong before takeoff. 

"Rarely will anything be wrong but if there is we'll have to roll to the backup," 

Bedford said. 



-The backup helicopter goes through the same screening process as the primary 

one at the same time, only it's checked by two other pilots not scheduled to fly at that 

moment. 

Even if hardly ever is a bird unfit for flight, they take a lot of care and treatment. 

^ "They're like people. If you treat them bad they're going to break," Bedford said. 

^ But by this time, given the bird is good to go, they're ready for the flight and they 

take off. 

Now begins the symphony composed of mechanical being and human harmony. 

The helicopter aircrew commander, the pilot that signs for the helicopter, has the final say 

in any issues in the air, but most decisions are made communally. 

"In the aircraft, at that point in time, we make decisions collectively," said Cpl. 

Jon D. Hicks, crew chief, HMM-166. "Nine times out of 10, they won't do things unless 

we're all comfortable with them." 

> Of course, the pilots are slated with the task of actually flying the bird, and are in 

the very front of the bird with no visibility to all views but their own. All else — such as 

mechanical issues, loading and offloading cargo and the views hidden to the pilots — is in 

the hands of the crew chiefs. 

"Communication is the most important parts when we're in the air," Hicks said. 

;i Constant chatter passes through headsets connected on each of the crew. They 

work as one in many issues like weapons deployment, all cargo issues, and landing and 

picking up a load by rope and hook. A lot of the time the pilots, who can't see all around 

the bird, will have to rely on the vocal guidance of the crew chiefs in increments of feet 

and giving direction. 



"Visibility is always a big factor in the teamwork," Hicks said. 

This close cooperation in occasional instances where there is a definite aspect of 

life and death can cause a sense of camaraderie between the team. 

"There's always the professionalism and tradition of the Marine Corps there, but 

^it's a little different when you're in a life and death situation," said Maj. James V. Longi, 
3 

^CH-SSE Super Stallion pilot, HMM-166. 

Implying just the opposite, Longi joked with Hicks that the pilots were the heroes 

who accomplished everything and deserved all the glory. Mission essential prattle on the 

radio high in the sky is strewn with such jokes over quiet music. The choice of such 

music is friendly argued over, but the entire crew cannot help but recognize the 

indispensable efforts of all members of the team. 

i "I'm not a NASCAR fan, but I can equate it to that. The crew chiefs are the pit 

crew that goes everywhere with us," Longi said. "We couldn't do it without them." 

' Once the mission is over and the bird is where it is to stay until the next, the crew 

does one final check over it before gassing it up for the next day. They then sit around for 

another joint effort: the debrief. 

"Everyone has a voice in the debrief," Bedford said. 

The town hall style conversation is meant for all to express how they felt the 

flight went. With so many moving parts, the crew prepares for the next mission by telling 

what they thought went well and critiquing each other on what they feel could have been 

done better. 



Another day and, most times, a few missions 

1 for the night or early morning to come back the next 

Corps. 

are also finished. They head home 

time for another unsung part in the 
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