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SUMMARY 

Among the o~servations during the trip the two most· important 
involved the large Star'iight operation south of Chu Lai, and a study 
of the activity in the populous area south of Danang, whence so much 
critical publicity grew two weeks ago. These two topics will be dis­
cussed first.--

_Qperat1on Starlight, The attack on the Van Tuong complex on 18-21 
August had broad significance. First, it exhibited once again the I 
groat v_alue of intelligence, pn.rticularly that which comes to the Ma- ,.\..! \ 
rines from the people as a result of our civic action efforts, It was· 11''1) ' 
the Vietnamese who warned us repeatedly of the large enemy concen-' 
tration in the Van Tuong area, This, corroborated by ARVN intelligence 
and by information coming from sensitive sources, pinpointed the tar-
get precisely. Second, Starlight exhibited that a firm, sea-based 

I , 

position, such as Chu Lai, possesses dual virtue.--It posed a threat 
which induced the VG to mass to destroy it, while providing us a 
secure base for an air/sea attack on the VG force. Third, it reminded 
us that in close combat with c1 resolute enemy force of combined arms, 
we arc going to have to e;:pect ec1sualt1es, as was true in Korea and 
World war II. 

· .. The tactics used at Van Tuong are worthy of de'scription. They 
were complex, well coordin,,ted, and based upon effective use of the 
sea both as a base and as factor in the encirclement, 

I I 

J 

"ff v•t.t • t fU('!NriOJ 

~ .:.:, 
,~·,';,,c.1;-11(1 

... , ~ '. ,. 
"I'' • ,,!,! ) 

,..) 

\ 

'· 

DECLASSIFIED 

i __ ..,,,., .. .,.,.,..., .. .., 

 

I , 

i 

_;z -

i' 
j 

i': 
4', 
~:-
r 
i'. .. ,. 
' ,, 
, 
i 

! 
•, .;, 

,,, 
("' ,• 



' ~ 
' -' ' t ... 

·~. 

J 

__,...,,• 

( 

DECLASSIFIED 

-
 

It is a complex of tllled fields separat~d by six foot hedgerows. 
About 30 per cent is uncultivctted, rocky and covered with dense un­
dergrowth. There arc about a dozen hamlets on the peninsula, includ­
ing several devoted to fishin9. 

The tactical plan had one Marine company moving overland from 
the north during the precedin~; night to act as a blocking force, and a 
battalion landing by helicoptnr shortly after dawn simultaneously with 
a battalion landing over the beach in amphibian vehicles, 

) 
) 

The idea was to compross the enemy by the advancing seaborne \ 
and heliborne forces, driving them northward and eastward where they 
would be caught between the blocking force and the seacoast. 

OllL£CM (00•88&) 

wi!f/{$~ 
GALVESTON CCLG• Sl ... 

PRICHETT 100·!>611 

• 9A'f'FIELD( APA• 331 .... 
..... 

VCIINON C TV ILST• 1161) 

The operation developed generally as planned. Having been 
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conccivod in great secrecy and in the space of only three days, there 
were no leaks, and the enemy was actually surprised. A force of 
about 150 VC, stationed in the seacoast area, withdrew as the sea­
borne force mo·,ed in, offering sporadic resistance. Likewise the 
heliborne force encountered only light resistance during its initial 
landing. 

It had to be quickly obvious to the VC that they were in a vise, 
and they reacted in two ways; first they fought back with vigor, using 
effectively an extensive system of fixed emplacements; and second, 
some of them set about escaping the trap. 

The physical nature of the area made our own movement difficult. i;), 
The hedgerows contained many emplacements, fighting holes and tun- ~ 

nel entrances, all of which favored the defender. 1 

During the first day the Marines moved slowly ahead, under 
heavy ·supporting: fires delivered by air, naval gunfire and artillery. 
The artillery, incidentally, was divided in two elements, one in the 
landing area itself ( l 07mm howtar) and the remainder in the Chu Lai 
area proper· {155mm). 

The enemy resisted stubbornly, exhibiting ade~uate ammunition 
stocks and a good array of armament--small arms, automatic weapons, 
mortars and recoilless rifles. As the Marines advanced-through their 
positions many of the VC went into the ground, moving through the 
very extensive tunnel system. Subsequently they would reappear be­
hind our lines, and there werr~ snipers in and around the regimental 
command post ten hours after the landing began. In several cases the 
by-passed enemy delivered anti-tank fire against our tracked vehicles, 
immobili2:ing five of them in une locality about a mile behind•the fore­
most forces. 

The extent to which the VC hac-i dug in the area is exemplified 
by the fact that in onn cave '!Jere found 143 civilians, two dead VC and 
one wounded VC, Tho civilians, ten-ified and hungry, were fed by the 
Marines, and were supplying our forces intelligence before noon of the 
first day, 
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By early afternoon, thu situcttion looked about like this: 

ML(Ck 100• 88&1 

GALIIESTON ICLG• 31 

...m:a 
PRICHETT (0D•MUI 

~--·~· 

As is evident, a gap had dev0loped between the two advancing 
battalions, To fill the void and to maintain the momentum, three com­
panies of the Special Landing Force, part of which had just arrived on 
the scene, were landed and entered directly into the action, 

Preceding the onset of darkness, there were two attempts by VO \)_ 
units of about company size to escape, One tried to work its way down 
to tho beach--perhaps to evacuate by water in the many fishing boats 
that are there, or perhaps to go into the numerous caves along the sea-
side cliffs, In any event, these were taken under fire by USS Galveston, 
and the great bulk of the group were killed. · 

Another unit attempted to filter out to the northwest and were 
caught in the open by a rocket/napalm attack from 1st Wing aircraft, 

• not much more than 100 yards from our own forward elements. These, 
too, were mostly killed. One survivor--taken prisoner at the time, 
asserted that he was all that remained of his company. 
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Meanwhile the remaining enemy continued to resist the advance 
with much determination. Quarters were so close that helicopters en­
gaged in evacuation and supply were under accurate fire and, at the 
end of the day, almost every helicopter had several holes. Only one 
was destroyed, 

By nightfall the enemy had been compressed further, with his 
back to the ocean. The night was not eventful, and the attack was 
resumed in the morning, after a good one-hour preparatory air, artil­
lery and naval gunfire attack. 

.J 
,,._"tf l AC 
'1 f SONI! 

OALECM (00·906) 

. GALVESTON(CLG·3) 

....c., 
PAICMETT IOD-~61) 

CA81LOO( L $0· ,, ) 

VERNON cn(LST-11&1) 
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Reslstance grew as, the morning wore on, and as t,he pocket of 
enemy was further compressed. The enemy fought stubbornly from the 
maze of foxholes, and strnng points in the hedgerows; and we con-­
tinued to suffer ca sua lti cs from conc,1aled snipers, Another escape 
attempt toward the beach gav1l naval gunfire a point blank target, while 
the advancing forces seized Van ruong village and overran what was 
evidently the headquarters of a large VC unit, based on the extent 
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of the communication installation. Nightfall found the VC confined to 
two small pockets squeezed ogainst the sea. On the third day these 
pockets were eliminated, and the painstaking task of policing the bat­
tlefield began:--inspecting cav€·s and tunnels, sealing them up gath­
ering material, and counting and burying the enemy dead. 

··~•Jrk ..... ·--~---· ~ ... --·---· ----------, 'I 
OIILCCM 100-eer,1 
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The mop-up task was continued on the fourth day, employing 
one Marine and two Vietnamese battalions. With the sweep half 
done, some 599 bodies had been counted, and it would be hard to es­

. umate how many more dead were in the underground areas. 

There were l 06 prisoners takon, of whom the number of true VC 
was not yet known. However, the information coming from them was 
already substantial. From the interrogations, it was confirmed that the 
enemy unit was the l st VC Regiment, an~ that its four battalions were 
all in the battle area. One prisoner stated that they had orders to at­
tack Chu Lai at 0700 on the 19th. Another reported having participated 
in sand table rehearsals of ~he attack plan on a mock--up. The prisoners 
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ropoatedly underscored tho dccimc1tiori of the VC force and the paralyzing 
effect of our supporting arms. Ono prisoner expn~ssed respect for the 
courage of the Marino infu11trymon l.>ut said that the thing that tore them 
up the most was our close air support delivered in such near proximity 
to the front lines. 

/\ concluding point, which I feel is meaningful for every Marine-­
The principal ground units in Starlight were three battalions--3/3 from 
Okinawa, 2/4 from Hawaii and 3/7 from California. The operation, 
complex in the extreme, was three days in planning, and the units com­
ing from three different parts of the world still experienced no coordina-

r tion problems whatever. Their procedures, techniques and systems 
.. were all the same. Coming out of a single time-tested mold, such as · j ·. · in this case, marks the troops as professional. 

' ·'' :..... .... : ----------7' 
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Press Criticism of Marine Tactic_s. --one pro)ect of the visit was to 
look critically at the problem of the unfavorable press image resulting 
from our operations south of Danang ten days ago. What we may have 
done wrong tactically, where we erred in relations with the press, and 
what needs to be done in the future were the prime questions under-
lying our observations. , ' · 

i • 
I visited the area south of the Oa de Song River where the pub-

licised incidents occurred; talked to Marines who were--and are-­
involved there; talked to Vietnamese civilians and military; looked at 
that fraction of the region which is now under our control, and talked 
to several newsmen. 

Significant things that I saw were these;--first, the villages of 
this densely populated coastal region are different from the average 
Vietna·mese village. Where it is common for villagers to erect some 
protective shelters, as refuge against the fighting between the Gov­
ernment and the Viet Cong, the shelters in this area are intricately 
organized with sensible military defensive works;- ... trenches, bunker 
type weapons positions, interconnecting tunnels, and obstac.les. We 
brought back many photographs of these installations. 

Second, much of this defensive construction is new--apparently 
having been developed in the la st two months. 

Third, this area has beon under nominal VC influence for some 
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time, largely uncontested by the qovcrnment, and has supplied impor­
tant quantities of foodstuffs to thu Viot Cong, not to speak of providing 
a convenient intelligence cntroe into the Danang area. 

Fourth, the people are, in a substantial measure, identified with 
the Viet Cong, becauso tho area has been under communist control for , 1 

a long timo, and because many village youths have been impressed 
into VC service. 

, / 

Finally, crediting the ARVN intelligence, the provincial ,and dis­
trict intelligence, as well as our own, there are more Viet Cong forces 
in the area than there were two months ago. ~ 

I 
All of this generates a basic conclusion that the Viet Cong have 

no intention of relinquishing the area: that they are mindful of the 
critical loss they would suffer in foodstuffs and the consequent beme­
fits we will realize in population control as our enclaves grow. I be-

. ' J' · lieve the Viet Cong are going to present us with a rough guerrilla 
problem in the area, to the full extent of their capabilities. 

~ 
. . . .... 

·l J ·. 

, F 

( 

l · 

With this as a backdrop, I looked as carefully as I could into the 
techniques which our people have used, keeping in mind that our pur­
pose is to help the CNN bring peace and security bacJ< to the area: 
that killing Viet Cong is only one element in achieve!,'l'lent of that purpose; 
that their capture or their surrender are to be preferrea in· the end, be­
cause of their connection with non-combatants or quasi-combatants; 
and finally that the good will of the people needs quickly to be earned, 
if for no other reason because of the valuable intelligence they can 
provide. 

I reviewed the progress of Morine operations to date in•the pop­
ulous areas, not only around Dnnang but around Phu Bai, Chu Lai and 
Qui Nhon also. The basic: tactic employed has been uniform, involving 
this sequence of act1ons:--on'.cr the hamlet as peaceably as possible: 
make known to the hamlot chi1)f and the elders that we are there to 
secure the area against Vi0t Cong depredation, to free the villagers 
from terror and extortion, to support the local Popular Forces elements, 
and to bring such help as the hamlet chief needs and wants in the way 
of civic action. 

The key point here, as relates directly to the Cam Ne incident 
which was dramatized in tho rros s, is the' expression above-- "enter 
the'hamlet as peaceably as pc:ssible". Our forces have been able to 
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. enter scores of hamlets, in all thre1 or.1;)a\ cs, without shooting, and 
have been able quickly to set about the sut- s,::qucnt civic action steps. 
These are the areas where Viet Con1,:1 influence was less extensive at 
the outset. Our relationships with the poor>le in these areas have be­
come warm very quickly, our civic action effortB have flourished, the 
Popular Forces have grown stronger, and ut.eful intelligence has come 
to us in a growing flow. As best I c:an detcrmin,:i, this category now 
extends to over thirty villages, comprising some 90 hamlets and 
about 50, 000 people. 

f-'" .---.~hen there are the villages where we have been obliged to fight 
the VC in order to enter. The Le My village complex--which has been 
seen by some who may read this surnmary--was one. Four Marines 
were killed -and 13 wounde~ in clearing the VC from Le My. Twenty 

I 

Viet Cong were killed and, incidentally, some dwellings were burned 
too. The Le My people were frightened, suspicious--or even hostile-• 
at the beginning. Consequently, the reestablishment of peace took 
longer, but the same cycle was still pursued by the Marines and, in 
about six weeks, a reasonably normal society emerged, with an enthu­
siastic, Marine..:trained Popular Forces element and a growing economt • 

. , 
Most important, our-' support and our civic action efforts began to gen-

' erate intelligence":'-intelligence coming from the same diffident or 
antagonistic people whom our men encountered on the first day. We 
have now had this experience with nbout 15 villages of some 4S ham­
lets, including perhaps 25,000 people. Or, put another way, there 
now are some ten Le My type activities in progress simultaneously in 
the III MAF. 

Today Le My is on its own feet. Marines no longer occupy its 
defenses, Its own Popular Force units provide local security, and the 
economy is flourishing, Our forces have moved on--with the concur­
rence of the village chief and elders, who are confident that they can 
now provide their own security. Marino pcitrols visit the area only 
occasionally, and their popularity 1s manifest whenever they appear. 

\ --" l.,....-·-----..--
The area around the hamlet of Cam Na (4)--scene of the publicity 

two weeks ago--falls in the Le My category, and the region is already 
showing evidence of following the same pattern as its predecessors. 
In other words, the loss of property--even the loss of life--seems not 
to have anywhere near the impact on the people as docs the prospect 
of security. Visible everywher~ is the ,fact that the greatest drive that 
these war-surfeited peasants have 1s their hungi1 for peace and secu­
rity. To the extent that we give thc!m this, wo harvest the whole bag-­
loyalty, support, intelligence. 
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To test my own observaHons, I asked General Thi, Commander 
of the I Corps, how we could possibly ever have anything but hatred 
from a Vietnamese woman whose house we had burned down, His an­
swer deserves refloct1on. He said, "Remember, the VC probably kid­
napped the woman's son and have been extorting rice from her too. In 
exchange she has gotten nothing but promises. She hates the VC and 

. will sacrifice a lot to be rid of them. She knows what peace 1s, and 
if you bring it to her, she is likely to blame everything on the VC and 
thank you in the end, 11 

·1 hope General Thi is right. Certainly, we have some evidence 
that would tend to support him. Put another way, I believe the Marines' 
tactics are correct, and that they are proving successful. 

Now, as to the specific incident at the hamlet of Cam Ne (4). ·I 
showed the CBS film clips to several of the people who took part. Their 
conclu~ions, were that the film report was factually inaccurate in nu .. 
merous places, and worse, that it was contr~ved to give a distorted 
picture. A careful analysis has been prepared, ·documented by signed 
statements from those involved. It substantiates that the film report 
was indeed inaccurate:--almost inexplicably so. 

• 

I believe that the earlier reports from III MAF outlining the rea-
sons behind the Marine actions at Cam Ne (4} stand llp well under 
close examination, and I believe that the validity of 'their tactics 1s 
going to be underscored by the success in civic action which is now 
being realized. 

As to our relations with the press, I think we have erred in seek­
ing to defer completely to their desires, and in allowing them essentially 
unrestricted entry into the combat areo. The CBS man who fi!med the 
Cam Ne incident came to Danang in a civilian aircraft, hired a vehicle, 
and went to war on his own. He never made his presence known to III 
MAF, nor did he have to do so. This deqree of license is intolerable, 
and CG III MAF is going to recommend to COMUSMACV that a uniform 
policy be instituted which requires a newsman to report ln to the looal 
operational commander before venturing into a combat area. This will 
help a little, but not much. Beyond this, the authorities of the opera­
tional commander need to be clearly spelled out, formally and at a very 
high level. The newsmen are going to fight any restraint whatever, and 
the commander on the spot deserves to know Just how much backing he 
is going to have in any situation. 
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lII Marine A!!lf'hibious Force 

General. The rorce has progreB sed, 111 every particular, with a rapidity 
that would be hard to visualize without seeing it. In six short weeks 

L-, its logistic base has matured, its operations have increased in scope 

V
~ J and variety, and the results are beginning to mount up. A few staUs-

lJ tics: 

' . ' ·r- ...... 
,, 

I. ; •• • 

:':{i 
.:i 

i • I 

I 

' ' ' .......... .-=. * 

, I \, 
'' • ~- ! 
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Enemy killed in past six weeks- 827 

enemy captured in past six weeks -153 

Jet air sorties flown - 3374 

Helicopter air sorties flown - 25,482 

Villages in_ which civic action projects are now in· progress - 68 

Persons given medi.cal treatment - 28,750 

Popular Forces units trained -10 companies, 16 platoons 

Actions in the three Marine enclaves, while expanding in all oases, 
are quite dissimilar: j . ,, 
The Phu Bai Enclave: The Marine units are patrolling aggressively in the 
hinterland, establishing ambushes and seeking· otherwise to keep the Viet 
Cong on the defensive. Their main effort, however, is in the counterin­
surgency field which they are pursuj.ng with vigor and good effect. 

They heve gone to work in five major village complexes: undertaking 
to win the confidence of the people through civic action;--medical, educa­
tional, engineering, Popular Forces training and the general provision of 
security. Marines have undertaken to learn the Vietnamese language and 
to convince the natives that they are in fact there to provide them with 
tranquillity and not to exploit them. 

The Popular Forces units in the area, numbering siX platoons, have 
been organized into a combined action company along with four squads of 
regular Marine infantry, It 1s commanded by a Marine lieutenant who is 
a Vietnamese linguist. The company lives together, shares the same food 
and operates as a unit. The Marines have given the Popular Forces ele­
ments good basic training and with it the pride and confidence which is 
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born of professional competenc•~. 

The results have been remarkable. The units of the company 
spend every night in the field patrolling or ambushing Viet Cong routes 
of approach into the villages. The villages have consequently begun 
to enjoy a degree of peace which they have not seen for a long time • 
The Popular Forces elements have schooled the Marines in the ways of 
the people, as well as in the language, while the Marines have taught 
the Popular Forces something of the Marine approach to combat. 

Now the villagers in the Phu Bai area charge the Marines no more 
for the things U\ey buy than they would a Vietnamese. They confide 

 to us concerning Viet Cong and Viet Cong sympathizers and they 
willingly undertake to find out information which is of interest to our 
forces;--and they do all this without apprehension as to reprisals from 
the Viet Cong . 

' ; -~ ' .,, ' 

Meanwhile, the Marine battalion has established a sound rapport 
with the ARVN forces in the area. Indeed, I watched a combined ARVN/ 
Marine artillery shoot which was well executed, and was built around 
the Marines reinforcing the fires of the ARVN unit, rather than the 
reverse. 

r 
' 

I • ' ~,,~ \ 

' 
All in all, the actions of the Marines at Phu Batie.re very near to 

a model of military counterinsurgency. · ·' 

The Dananq Enclave,. This is the logistic heart of the Marine operation 
in Vietnam. The improvements achieved in the past six weeks are oreat. · 
The deluge of people and .things which has descended on this area in the 

·. -past three months is beginning to be sorted out and to make its presence 
felt. The Force Logistic Support Group is commencing to discl\arge its 
function effectively. It 1s moving to new and more efficient quarters and 
promises soon to be in a sound state for support of the logistic operation 
of III MAF. The Group is in personnel trouble in the form of certain spe­
oial11ts such as warehousemen and ordnance technicians, We must find 
the necessary people and get them to Danang as soon ae possible. 

The transceiver system between the Force Logistic Support Group 
and the looiatic support units 1n the other enclaves is not working, While 
the technical problems are in process of be~ng solved, we cannot wait and 
must move immediately to a push supply sy$tem in every commodity where 
it is possible to do so. 
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The requisition fill rate is now standinq et somewhere eround 35 
per cent, which is an improvement over six weeks aoo, and there is 
every reason to conclude that it will continue to go uphill. 

The Panan9 East light nircraft facility 11 nearing completion. It . 
is a superior product. MAG-16 will soon be, moving and will thus re• 
duoe the con;estion at Danang main field, 

The gargantuan project to 9et hawk missiles on top of Monkey 
Mountain is just about to bear fruit, The site end the access road are 
nearing completion, and hawks should be on the mountain top in about 
a week, One has to see the engineering feat to appreciate it, 

Construction of semi-permanent logistic fac111Ues to meet the 
coming winter season is going forward rapidly, but not rapidly enough, 
Footings are being poured for Butler buildings and many Butlers have 
already begun to grow. It is not likely that we can get many more 
buildings constructed before the rains begin than we have already on 
site: however, the eventual need for Butler structures will probably be 
in the order of 50 more than we now have on hand, We must get these 
buildings to Vietnam as soon as we can, 

Meanwhile a quick fix for the coming monsoon: is the standard 
Army canvas maintenance shelter, of which we now ~ave five. They 
are popular and we should purchase another 20 at once and get them 
into the hands of the Division' and Wing. 

The last tlme I visited Danang was the day of the Viet Cong attack 
on the airfield, Since that day much has been done to improve the local 
airfield security situation. A system of perimeter lighting has been in­
stalled. Many native structures which were very near to the perimeter 
fence have been purchased by the Vietnamese government and cleared 
away, thus increasing our fields of fire. Unfortunately this progress 
has not been uniform on the whole of the airfield perimeter; however, the 
project is moving forward slowly and the security against infiltration is 
certainly much better than it was six weeks ago, In this regard, on the 
night of 17 August there·was an attempt to enter the perimeter in its south­
west corner. The Marines in the area detected the movement and killed 
two VC in our wire . 

Two aspects of airfield security have seen little progress, They 
are both critical. The first derives from the proximity of the field to 
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Danang City and 1ts environs. Th ore ,ire probably 180,000 people living 
within mortar range of the airfield, and it would be impossible to prevent 
the Viet Cong from getting a mortar into one of the native houses, setting 
it up quickly at night and then delivering mortar fire on the field. This 

, .,s,,,t1 f;I', V 

I 

is a constant fear, and the Marine battalion which is responsible for local 
airfield defense continues to pr es s the Vietnamese to search houses con­
tiguo\ls to the airfield perimete ·. Our troops accompany the Vietnamese 
forces who conduct these searches but we do not go into the houses. Even 
with the increased surveillance there is still a considerable hazard. 

I 

"' ~'{· 

The other area of apprehension relates to the large number of native 
contractor's workmen on the airfield proper, involved in such tasks as 
building the second runway. E,,ch is a potential sabotage hazard for which 
there is no comilete solution. The contractor has to have laborers and any 
one of the laborers can be a Viet Cong (and some probably are). Each could 
transport elements of demolition charges aboard the base in some form with­
out being detected, and, sooner or later, th~re should be incidents of sabo­
tage. 

I' I, 

Marine air elements are crowded on the Danang field. This crowding 
will be relieved somewhat by the removal of the light aircraft when Danang 
East is finished and, of course, will be improved greatly when the second . 
runway is finished . , 

I 
I 

Offensive operations in the Danang enclave continue to expand in 
all directions, accompanied by an aggressive civic action program. 

. .• . Patrols and ambushes, moving as far as fifteen or twenty miles to the 
west and northwest, have succeeded in keeping the enemy off-balance and 
causing him to move into the mountains. To the southward operations are 
proceeding slowly in the face of the many problems posed by the heavily 
populated area south of the Ca de Song. These operations have been dis­
cus sad earlier in connection with the discussions of press relations. 
Suffice to repeat here, the formula appears to be working and requires 

! · /J only time and patience to mature. The best way to measure the progress 
J.J/1 Z . ,in this particular area would be to reflect that six weeks ago the Marines' 
lf., · influence extended only to the south airfield fence. Beyond that point 

' there was strong question as to whether the VC or the ARVN were in the 
ascendency. Now, our influence extends generally to a distance of four 
miles south of the airfield and, in this area, there is a qood measure of 

( 

. i: . peaoe and security. In a ~elative sense, reflecting on the whole of 
Vietnam as the battle fJ.eld, this might be considered slow progress. In 
an absolute sense, however, and looking at the improvement in the local 
situation in six weeks, progress could well be regarded as rapid. 
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The Chu Lai Enclave. Logistic stability is coming to this area at a 
steady rate. By the onset of the northeast monsoon there should be a 
reasonably protected unload1n~1 area for LSTs and LCUs, contiguous to 
the logistic support unit. ThiE unit, incidentally, is ideally laid out 
and 1s efficient in its operation. It is a model of the function for which 
it was designed, Like the others, it is in need of certain critical log1s .. 
tics personnel which we should get to them without delay, 

The expeditionary airfield is holding up well, A precautionary 
inspection of the northern 2 500 fer.3t of subgrade is just about completed. 
It was feared that this, having been laid down with an inferior grade of 
laterite, might not stand up under the winter rains. It has been carefully 
inspected and improved wh~re necessnry. The project is almost completed. 

The runway is smooth and has withstood the constant pounding of 
daily jet and transport aircraft operations which now aggregate over 3000 
take offs and landjngs. The tox1-way, constructed of the older M9Ml 
and M9M2 matting types demands more maintenance and is less satis­
factory. However, it is adequate for the purpose. 

Tactical operations 1n the Chu Lai area have been oiroumscribed by 
the shortage of forces . While the program of day and night patrols and 
ambushes has been intensive, and while our influence has been extended 
in all directions, there is a critical need for more forces. We need to 
move further westward toward the Doxa area~ to drive· the' VC into the 
mountains and thus increase the security of the field, Also we need to 
move south and link up with the ARVN forces in the area around Quang 
Ngai City. This cannot be accomplished with the troop levels now in the 
enclave. For example, in ordor to undertake the Starlight operation it was 
necessary seriously to compromise the security of the rest of the Chu Lai 
area, as well as to bring in temporary reinforcements from Danang. On 
this basis General Walt is opposed to the continuation of our local security 
commitment in the Qui Nhon arna, much less to its increase, as has· 
recently been proposed. 

Our air operations from the Chu Lai field are proceeding smoothly. 
They want for nothing in the way of material or equipment and are con­
cerned only about the status of the Class VA support. In this regard, it 
is less a matter of tons of bombs and rockets than it is a matter of de­
livery of complete components. For instance, a shipment of bombs was 
recently received without fins, which means that the bombs were useless 
until the fins could be procured. Bombs have also arrived without fuzes, 
or without the necessary screw-in pl\.igs to permit their attachment to the 

15  

DECLASSIFIED 



·••1,.'4.• ... 

\ ... 

/ ,,,/ 
'-·--

DECLASSIFIED 

• 1 

.e 
 

bomb racks. Here again, the homb 1s useless until the full component is 
available. What is needed is a predictable delivery of total ordnance 
components. 

Preparations are under w,\y to receive the 100 helicopters of MAG-36 
when they arrive on the 31st of this month I Such things as food, fuel, 
ordnance and similar support wil~ be waiting, but the oroup is going to 
have to set itself up using 1 ts own re sources. 

Proparetione arc alno being mndo to receive the 2d LAAM battalion 
in the Chu Lai erea. Battery positions have been selected which will qive 
l\ feir, although not ideed, covorago for the airfield and the r8lated looisUo 
inetallot1ons, 

-.I.ht> Oui.Nhon..Enc;,l~vo .. Tho 2d nnttalion, 7th Marines, plus a detachment 
of HMM-161, are trntab11shed in the Qui Nhon enclave, oonduotlno patrole 
and ambushes, and a vigorous counterinsurgency and civic action campaign. 

The area, at least so far as our troops ere concerned, is quite tran­
quil. They have killed no more thnn a dozen VO, despite aggressive day 
and nioht effort. Their civic action program is outstanding; fully as good 
as that under way at Phu Bai, ,ind the results are equal1¥ good. The natives 
provide intelligence on every hand, and exhibit warm Joyalty toward our 
people. ; 
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, : Tranaistion from 3dMarrn.v to F:v'.'iFPac (Forward) responsf,i!ity 
;:,'.:+.•~Of au.: Okinawa based activittcis t,,ol< •:,l.<".ce smoothly on 20 A~•(JUZt • 
. . \r'.;-. , , 

.i'.;,;:,f - ~,c: .· , 

:/(''.~i: , . ?Nhile the number of me:1 w::1ich was ul~imately determ.in-:,d we 
· 1:~d would.retain 1n Okinawa for b1r.e :.:i'..toport is aust9re (74 officers and 
::fli{448 •nlisted men) the oar.i.c fr.,rmu ;a .r,ives evory promise of worl<:.ng 
·\t 'efficr:¥ntly . .. 

.L•::.,f>' ·:.i.; l,ranaifpt Facility. Tho T::\'.! . .n.sio:n:: f,;1cUlty is opera.ting well, :·laving 
·i ·!I' ·!( already handled about 40C'J P"c;-,.:.c, rt lns a rapid proccssi:.-ir s:,zt'Zlm 
t- -· ~ :T\ for both inooming and out~1otr:; p~r::.o;.nel and it cares for ,:-i.11 c.f their f&,~t hf inee·da sn-om:i:,tly and e£iic).e:"1tl:,.. ·:·: :~ c:ap:,.bility in terms of numbers is ' 
x ·· · · )) increasing rapidly and thert~ 1;; re no· !:h:rlous imped1m:.:-.::1t in tho way of · 

.,, 
·"" 

carrying out the program. r.>.s w, nov1 erwisage it. 

3g Fgtoe §ervice Reoi~:i.9nt. '.i :13 kl FSR is heavily en~aged in p::-ovision 
ot support for III MAF. · ~f ,::,te ; al reqL:iring high echelcn maintenance is 
beginning to arrive in su'.:·nt· · ,; ~;ut.ntities from Vietnam ?.nd is r.e­
paited rapidly. Meanv:•hi:c~·, '.:r-;. o.::J:.·ice thet an item. is be~ng :::-cturnecl . 
from. Vietnam for high •:],:'.·:•:::)Jr .,,1.n .. nte:10.nce, a similar item j_r; i.ssued 
from. 'stocl( (if availu.bic,) \ 1.~h ;;t 'wil .. .tn~ the arrival .of th'3 :::--Jken down 
matetial. ·. Sy this toc_:;1iq ,ci, ·:-,,·., Jd ''SR absorbs the ir:1pec:t. while the 
foroes in Vietnam ar:: :,~p:; up '·) ,:::mi gt:1. · All hands ·ere pleased with · 
the • 11rogram, . ',', 

i The 3d FSR is ir, per!l~,n 1nl tro1.;':=ile, d•Je to necessc,:;-::,-· tr,;1nsfers 
·of personnel to Vietn,;1 :r:.. '.'.'hi: ~- 4 : .wt .. cn will abate somev .. h.-:,t ·..i.,on 
arr1~1 of the detachme:its •I .. ::,~ l ,:t :'SR and 1st Serv:1.cc )3i'_!:V :.:on in 
'th ·f t ~ ,,r ~ .... , ,,~,· :, ~ j ~ r, .... , • .. i ' ' '~, it; •· , .. ~ ,• C! ... j.,. .~ .. ,:-.·., :" . e near u ure. .v.Cr.ll.-\ 11. .• .,,' ;,, .. ::>.::>~ ., ... , s o .. ope.~,t1on.~, rr:.a .. 1..- .. , .... nce I 

·\·i•:~·· .· ~-_,~-·()) '' ,-,..1:. 
,:r' ' I: 

pacxino, crating, shi· 1')in:_r .c~. ~. cm (Jl suZfe:ring, It is essr-t.tal that 
we ~t the 3d FSR 1.ts <:icl~iit!.o:~,..,i. cJ.,,,Eiar:. personnel ceiling a.s soon as 
possible. This should b!": p•;,,:.·;:F~1 or: an emerge:1cy bas.:s. 

,, 
M•ste~ l•t Complex. The Mo -~-:::--u c1<r.f:ield site was visited in compa~:•~ 
with the resident cngL:1eer. ·1 ;,st::.- i.s no questio21 but that a rt:-:-..way of 

, •bout 7500 feet, with 500 fpc. ~-,.-er-,.·,..i.:i.~, ca.n be instaHecl wtthout 
, , I 'gre$t trouble. In d:..scu6S'.o·· · _: .'. c;r RY•'.:;OM, he e:xp::-ess:?c). i.l helinq 

· ~-/t .that:we should u.,e th,.) 1,:: ::::ii.::,",·. "'i, · ::uth~~ t:,c:-.n. MC'';'.OOU j:l~,C~'Hl"'l "::he;e L .. ·r. 1$ more room at Ie Shr,,n k::·. · c;· · ; • ,n encroachment, one i~.,! ;::lt',SQI the:, 
cotnstructton coulc b0 t.('c,.::i,11~·1 •. '.::.: c·,, · t lcr:se!." englnr::iering cc,~ • 
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we also look~d a·,: :.•J f i\j.m1;,. 1 ,rnd l concur that there izi :':'lore roorn 
and. th~t there isles:., c;.v/.~, .• :. (!:1·.::::,:,\ch:nont, However, there i:.t, as 

· ,has 2:>een noted bofor•), th•.; r ~o:) •:)·n :,f the s!.x mile tr!p b1r wntor from 
the Okinawa mainl,:i.nd to thr;: i z V., ,1d. 

CG RYCOM balanc:o s th.iP- cH ngainst the fact thet it will be nE'c- · 
· easa,,. to bring both a rcmd ,~yst1~rn r:.nd r.,ower to MotoJ-,u, wh::.ch would • 
· both.he costly. 

• < I have felt for som·1 ;itc'lrc: · hr,:t eithr:ir Motobu or re Shtr.~ would 
servca our purposes for~. •! 1:.~n(~:· J ,. : ,:om:Jlex, and believe ~:int neither 
is greatly superior :o the• ::,~; ·: .. · . , , ; : 'J bi'.1s1s of an ovnrr11l ;;,,nrJ.:•iio. The 
important thing is to ~-ct ir, t,''.:;; _: ··: complex sto.rted in the Oldnei.wa 
area at once--on eith:~r 0:.' t.h::1r: -/,,,;r.;, whichever conJ::-ontr, l,.s with the 
least resistance to g-1tt1r;(' 1.t 1e'.c· · .,;,-,1:r, and invoJ.".fes th!1 lc.;).s·~ coat for 
the overall program. 

M!tin• Qprps Air.Lac:ili~.Y._J' ,~_q.-_;,-2,_. At Marine Corps Ai':: Fac.'~:.ity, Futema 
we !ul,ve now established 1,

1
":\~ .:r, l ~) 2, tran.sferred from I•Nak1.mL The 

squadron now is nearer t .\''' : :·: 'C 3~. Nhence much of its airlif'.: ma:e::"ial 
or1Q1nates and is comiort,:c'Jl:. ~i'i:;:ic:: ed in the Alr: FacW.ty. T:1e Wi:ig is 
in the process of examin~:-.,.g .:r·xefuJ~.f into th':'l organization of. Iv~arine 
Win; Service Group-J 7 ,pldt:.: :.:1g to :!lake certain cha:1-;,es w:1:.ch will re­
late/its function more ac(:'J.r,1 t~Jy to r.he problems faceC: under the C\Irrcnt 
c:trc\ffl\~ances. 

lst.,:wanne Division. CG l stM:,rDj:• and the forward echelon o:: his 
st.a.ff had arrived ~r-. Ok~rv~.v:e :·:·:·. : r ~( my departure and we w~-:e able to. 
disoµss dispositicns, dct,:•.:;:'":; · ~~ i:\:1.d t"."aining. Among the ':h!ngs which 
were emphasized were fr. :.c· c, L..,_:. 

a. They must :Jeat do.~·;: ~:·1 :r. ght training, ind!vici.ua! conduct, 
weapons firing, physica. cc.'.<' ii;>:;,::'. :g, commun:.cntion discipline, etnt 
ca·mouflage. They s:.:o\J.! '. ::r , .. ,::, ~h,:· :ne.ximurn possible t.l.r.i'J. :,:1 •~he 
Northern Training kea. 

Also discussed was th :l ,., ':!t::c:· of amphibious tra!nir:.g. Duri~g 
the time that 1st MarDiv ii:le,:11::rts 1;.re in Okinawa they shou~.:: seize 
every opportunity for simple, ~::ort-not!.?e amphibicus e:-~•'.);,::.rc::i w':',.G:"1• 

evei ships are available !"ror.1 ':h,~ 7'~'.1 Fleet. The exerci so~ r 9~d nc'.: ~".!! 

plaMed over a long period o: ,~:.n;o, :n~ rathe;:- sl:.ouJ.d be !.n!t:.atod one. 
C ...... h b•sis Th'-" same 13 t•· •e cl·'' 1··-- ... SL~ r,. .,•..,0· 1 1r1 .,..., .. .,.., r ,., ,.... .... po-+"·~ ,1,..., liiil • ~ •• ,\ ,..4, · ........ , ,.. '6 • J.' .. ... ,~J. i.:.~ .. - ... .1 •• ·.1 ... ~1.: ,· •. ·-.~.:!" ;.. ..... 

nities for simple uncomp::tce·:c( !a:'"'c :,~; (?Xe"."cj.ses to l<eer ,::.-_-~ r:~.:.11 up, 
in both the plar.ning and ex0::1.:.':ior: d ar,phib::.o'.:.s c:.:,err·~ic:..,,. 
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MisceJler&_C.l:!S C :omilents 

A Comment on the Gener-:1l v~_et FF" s::.'~ 1.:Jllon. The situation appears 
not to be greatly changc?d frc.n ::ht/: vi r-ible during my visit of six we9ks 
ago. Such alterations •3S are fv.id-:•r;t, are of small dimensio:n3, but are 
generally favorable . 

Six weeks ago the VC appeared to be in the midst of their monsoon 
offensive, having achieved substc.n~irl success at pleces such as Dong 
Xoai and Ba Gia. The GVN h::ic .:o::;·: tre effectiveness of sev~rnl battclions 
as a· result of these operations, r.;1r:; rrorale was low. 

In the ensuing weeks lar~e :,c,:11~ VC activity has diminiuhed some ... 
what--probably a result of the ci;:-o.ir, .:,nposed by their all-out effort of miC:­
S\lmmer. Activity in II and III Scrps l .as been lower, al·t:,ouqh there ha~ 
been a little increase in VC 11c~:.vity L1 IV Corps. 

/, 

. The increased nu::1er'.c1:1l :-':r•~ngt':1 of the U.S. A:!my and th';! Marin~s 
has probably had a favornbl,~ sf,ec·~. It is incvitoble, as our krces '.'."ange 
more widely in the country::;i,:1c, that :::ore useful targets arr. bci.ng di:;­
cc,ver~d. As the nurnbor of good tr.i.rgE ts increases, the effecti.venes ~ of 
our air effort must increase q,:,·refpon:lingly, v,ith a grc.::.iter destructive. 
effect on the VC. 

. . The counterinsurgency campaiqll being :;,ursued 'i:i I Corps by the 
· Ma.rines is making ste,3dy proc:--es s. -1-rhere their efforts were concen­
trated six weeks ago on net m·ire ther. th:-~e villa.gigs they ar':' ::1ow en­
gaged in bringing tranquillity .. o nC::vc! al score of villages. 

Additionally, the Marim,s' Sta:<-ight victory has dc".:'.Jtless had. a 
favorable effect upon GVN mornle, nc: to speak of some ercs1.\re 13ffect 
upon VC strength and materiul :-;source?s. Likew~se, the A.F..\i'J:\ have en­
joyed a few small successes 11-·ch ,rn the Ba Long Valley and a.~ !)uc Co. 

And finally, it is unrl,·r.:. 11)) · r;1,1t the Vietnamese re,;:-.~,,~ i:::; ~till 
holding together and i,, pJ:·~;•.1:.·'.:; !ts 7-:;)V0.r'."lmcr'.tal affairs c.::cl .:'.ts military 
operations, albeit it r.(,t ,,.i:Nw ·,; r ,: .. ·o cffccLvely. 

These development;:; ~; ~r no, ':,;, £g<::!r.ded as reflective ,:,~ u trend. 
The best that can be z.,.Jic . ; "1.-:t : 1::"1' arc k:vorable :!.ndic~3; :~·.1dices 
which could be offs<.;;t by,_"·" ·•:~t,· >:tl VC victory or by a c:C,:>·:-:ge in 
government in Saigon. l'c ~ :_; :. rd ~ '.;""'._,Le, hovv·0ver, that t!:8 ';ir;:,-~ we so scrc,ly 
need to marshall O\:r :f,xcf , · .. · Frri::.,)d us, ar:d .t-t JYI,-:-::.- ~.---s-.t: '.~e;, t:v:.t 
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the critical hour has p,1~s1'cl i I tr:n11, of whether or not it is tco lnte for 
the influx of U.S. s·tron9t,·, ~<i l°'..~'"'' ;: 1y influence on 1.he situnuon. r 
believe it is reasonnblc nnw 1c> c:mc:Lide that we are in foot going 'to 
r.ave the chance to 2pply O\)r :; • S. j.)(•wer and to test the strategy we hav~ 
adopted. Reflecting on the v, Jic: d•:,1.1 1)ts of six weeks ago, this is in 
itse.1: a triumP.h of sorts . 

. Mr Support and Air 0bs~r.Y.~1U:SIJ.• :'. c1i:~,cussed the matter of air cupport 
;)nd nir observation v,Hh t>c r C:1 r :.:): 1J :Heers. of both the divisic)n end fh0 

vJing. 1 believe tJ-1at '.his i:,prc::~ i·1ti:': a fair S'l.tmmary of our comblned 
conclusions: 

a. During the ;,t1st !.:•No rr.c.,~:hs we have learned a great deal in the 
area of the escort capAbi.J.{t).c:; of. th0 A-4 with respect to the hclicoptc-r, 
What we have learned h,,r bC()D favorable to the capabilities of the A-4. 

b. While the attack aircraft Ct' n provide excellent escc::-t servLc0 
for helicopter formati.o:'.1.s, t1.1c·c is st'.11 a. need for last minut'J landing 
zone preparation which fir.ds ·:b0 best solution in the armed UH-lE, It· 
was generally emphasized th0t tr.:ls is a brief ta,~k, almost coJncid.ent 
·Nith the landing of the i11Hial helicopter wave$ and that it ·wiU be effective 

· only if the armed helicopt0rs arc .:1ctua.ll.y a part of the)andinq formati.on. 
-:-' The attack aircraft can handle all of :;he remaining support tc.skfl, and c2.::'. 

do so with efficiency. Accordingly tiere was genera.l a.greer.:ent that w0 

should press for improvementf. in het~copter armament i.n orc'.er to ensu~·'=' 
that the last minute landing zone prc')aration t_ask is effic!.ent1.y discharged. 

' \ 

c. There was also genmal agreement that we hnv0 erred .i:-i our d0-
cision to dispense with the 0-1 type aircraft.. There is a nr::-cc: for a ve:·y 
light, very simple and very quiet observation aircraft whic:J. :i.,1 s long en~ 
durance. The virtue oi the 0-1, at least in the combat environment wifo 
which we are now confronteC:, is its ability to stay on stni':lc'.1 ,:,r,c! its 
ability to approach the cr!.t:.cr l areas very qul.etly and do its 1.nitial ob­
serving without being dotcct0d. We should reinstate the 0-1 nr a rn,::1.:~rc­
ment. 

d. The foregoing, hc,wover, does not extend to a further c:evek;:--ment 
and sophistication of the obsc: rvation requirement into a n.ecC: for s •nu:.~t­
purpose aircraft similar to thGi LriRA. There wns unanimity th,:;,t there i~ !10 
place in our spectrum for an i"'.:'.r;:Jnn0 of th~ T.,1\TtA desion: ·'·'"·<"1· 5.t j_s ti:-o com­
plex for the 0-1 task anr,i unns-co.ss,',ry for tho A-4 task. '//:': ~-,'-..1::~. reflect 
thig Held convtction for C1'/:C. 

20 8F~RET 

DECLASSIFIED 



, 
1,...l, 

, . 
DECLASSIFIED 

• . r - -SI'.ClU:T 

e. ThG:::-c Wf!S enthusiastic app · :,:: n :·. : .:: ·, -~: .Hllity of our close air 
su;,;-,o:·i: eqU1pmcnt, the quality of our ,:l(,: :c :'. .:· ·; 1 ,p: ;r( pilots and the 
.,··,, .:~ivent:s:.:: cf our tactical ,-iir co:-itr~l:,• (t:. c·· ··:ne:r:ts of today. Ir.deed, 
.;::.:;,r,:: for e:--:·phasis on the urgent no, ci k:· :, ,~ .:-c c :p,1tJility on !.he spot 
:ex ~;,por.i1ti:'..>:'l:, such as Starlight, tr.en, '-"'0,0 i::) .:r or1erot1ons criticisms 
\·vl·:~tever, 

\VD--10. There is an urgent need for mctid _pre~;etvative in Vietnam. The 
:-wrmal lubricating oils will not do the trick. \/\/rat is required is a sub­
sti'i:1ce like \'/D-4O which penetrates t.he me't:tl, ::nd µrevents or removes . 

/0_,; ru:::t. This is now avail.able in the avJ.;1tion : u;:,Ji.y 1=;ystem and we should 
L1.. imm0diately get some to the elements of J~I 1-1,~.r. 

AntL'lirqraft Trnining. III MAF is now bt1i::•, .ln iJY::.rovj nq the overall ant.iair­
crnft readiness of the command, thro,.1c,h :;uc:i .. c::ion•:; as installation of 
. 50 caliber mounts on cargo trucks, concuct (): ·, '.~ix day . 50 caliber 
familiarizstion school for classes of ·SO, ::rnci pr:';:pi:,rotions for service 

~ 
~~ practice firing of r..awk missiles. \Vo shc,uld nsi:ist in this latter program 

II\ '7 by di£:cussing the question of air cle,1nr:ces \A.·ith P}\')AF and the procure-
/ merit of drone services with NAVAIRPAO w1d ?tl' l'leet . 

.::S?-2..t?J.£... 'fhe deman9s on our force:,; I :Sr,l( ,:d )\/(;;· t, 2 50 mile front I simply 
,-ir-? not fulfilled by the manning level ;:03 t·,ir(· ir, Nhici1 we now stand. The 
full T/O, at the least, is needed. We sl:ould pr::H,b for i:l"iis solution with CMC. 
We must also be careful to ensure th,1t cc.su,,ltfos which have been evac~ 
u,sted to Okinawn for treatment eind conv;;iles,;eir1c(:: are retrained and returned 
to duty as quickly as possible in order to keop th£: non-available factor at a 
:r.iliimum. Where a man is able to wor~, l::.ut is not fit to go to Vietnam for 
sortie tpecific reason, he should be pL,t i?1to CGm;) Butler or the 3d FSR where 
h~ can do a job commensurate with his c.:,pabilitJE:s, and another man.with-
dr~: wn and sent to Vietnam. In other worc:H v- e mu st be careful to get the 
most out of our resources. 

The staff augmentation which C MC provided for Ill MAF two months 
ago has turned out not to be enough. The late, requirements generated by 

' 

tne g·rowth in troop strength, as well ns the reQulrnments incident to the 

V
, _ c1ssumption of the I Corps advisory fonction dem,rncl more people than II! 

MAr has or has in prospect. Their additional requirements are for about 
2 CO officers and enlisted men for t te h1Ar Hec:d(luarters support task. 
\"le; should provide CMC with the specific d0tnils on rnnk and MOS needs 
;;r, ~,oon as possible. 

:\~ \::' Su,,0on and MP~F Chaplain. There i~; a ~1CE)d for ci surgeon and a chap­
l.:..i:: at t:,e ·:-,/AF level and we should :,o udvbe th0 C:i!ef Bureau of l'\aval 

2 J.  
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:\t~.RINf: CORPS COMMAND CE~HER 
~-l1f:,~d~u~rt0rs, U. S •. f~rine Corps 

Washington, £t Co 203~) 

SUMMP~:~y OF HEMS OF S IGN~I= !CAf•.:T H\!TER[ST 

PE1?; ioD 100601 ... 19MOO t\liGUS11965 

OFf:RAHO~l Sl'ARU1E 
....... ~ •. -~""""-"'· >'l>o,"">'Y"~•·•-"t--',..,.., ~.:."4;!,"'l.,...,,,,,-.4 .... ~--..,•-:~~• 

Hf: llUAUTY AND INTENSnY OF HARD COR[ RESI STANC!E 
(;,Ncnur~H:R[D ~N l'HE J\NlPH~BIOUS/HEUBORN£ ASSAULT AGAINST THE 
Vi/,j ·~ UONG CCH\l;PLEX SOUTH OF CHU LAI ltM>S TO CONFaRM THAT THE 
r;:r1x· 1,1!;\l ~c w,r:pc1i\1)flflt,• ~~i Rf~GMl:."M"fAl (.•t'i".)t:Mt~•ru .,. '···.Ir.Ii ., ;:, ,;ic, L, \: 1, c 1o1.:> ij 1\l .~1.:1< o t~ .. 1,1, n. ~ i'\Ll"11:;,, tin. 

--~: <·,r:1I.t~JJ)p:·1~> L\·i. 1·J)t. /:X,"t~( {)}\ii~?~ IC 
1:: .•':J\i, ::~c T, rnv 1x1:x~ ,~co .. :w 
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78 f i>~tD WiNG SORTiES DROPPED 64 TONS OF BOMf:;S& 
<: "fOi\iS OF NAPJ\tM. 553 2. 5 INCH ROCKETS AND 6, Ovt'!Q ROUNDS OF 
'),l'l f\"fl; 1 fl~! ~;fJC)l){).R1" OF OPr:RA .. ''IONS 1 ., \,• r , i . " l h ~- , I ~ ~ l ~ 

NGF WAS FURNISHED BY CLG GALVESTON, DD ORlECK 
( bbJD DD P~ nCHARD W iTH £.XCELU2NT RESULTS .. 

MORE THAN 500 SORTIES v}n:RE FLOWN BY MAG..,16 AND 

l c-.,)1. AND Tl!VO C--117D FURNiSHEO LOGIS'flC SUPPORT., TEN 
Uli-34rS ON SlANDBY FOR h1k:D EVAC AND RESUPPLY AND 3 C-l308S 
fl~Rf\H SHED WIED EVAC TO DANANG. 3 ARMY UH.,lB GUN SHIPS AND 
SEVERAL ARfViY 01 ACFl SUPPORTED THE N\ARINE OPERATIONo 

.,, . Af R SUPPORT CONT!NIJED TM ROUGH THE NIGHT W!THTWO 

( 

. ; : F~~-IA--~1 ON COf\ITI NUED Al RBORNE ALERT WITH TWO USA C-123s5 FOR 
· .. ., FLARE COVERAGEo 

16 OF 18 UH"'341S FROM ONE SQDN WERE HIT WHILt 
EVACUflJING WOUNDED FROM FRONT UNES BUT ONLY ONEr WITH 

' O\IF.R H}O H ns, WAS DESTHOYED .. 

.!!XGJ?,mhn FJ-WH Am:OM.i:i.,:.-:i.c 
\, :;/:.fj',J;lN > (, !;J'') DD{ 52'00 . .1.0 
·.-)S)}f;:~~ .h(O·:'t: ..: ) :~:_, }c"~( 

CG ~ l i MAF lfe354Z (S) 
MllCV TELECON 1902052: ~C:) 
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t~s or 09DOH U,, s. CASUALTIES v~ERE 36 KiA, 154 W!l\ 

t.,. i,j:;:?)A l;SS I NG~ 
2t~f '.i ... ;::-:: _, :/,_ AS OF 1400H VC CASUALTIES AS FOLLOWS: 100 K~A 

~J~iCQIJNl~, AN AOOITIONAL .550 ESTIMATED KIi\ 50 VC 
', fU:RBD 

~;•t~4_.{;•~;.;. i1
~· ,,, ·: .. 

':1 

THE VILLAGE OF VAN TUONG l ~j A VC STRONG PO~ NTo 

AS OF 1400H THE MAR!MES HEUJ 2/3 Of' TH£ OBJECTIVE 

ti;;:(\\' TR[ OBJECTll/E AREA IS ASSUN\ED TO BE THE GENERAL · 
'.flO~OEO !3Y BS 700960~690945-700932· .. !189450 
"'.i'' • \ ',' :' :,, L 

NMCC FOM:CON 190440\J (S) 
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Mt\GV Rf.PORTS THE LATEST USMC CASUALTIES ARE 52 
KIA, 2)t.t W!A AND TWO MIA., COMPLEl'E AND ACCURATE COUNT OF THE 
iJ\fMY NOT 1\VAHAIUI: AS lHE AIR ACTIONS, NAVAL GUNFiRf.. ARTIUJRYr. 
AND F~.AM[ TANK OFFENS~Vt ACTION HAS MADE THE COUNTING OF VC 

C DEAD ~N MANY AREAS IMPOSS!BIL LATEST ESTIMATION OFVC CASUAL.., 
l~E.S ARE OVER !ff.;4 KIA, SEVERAL HUNDRED WIA'S AND ~ CAPlURED<> 

( 

iT is CSTtMATED THAT MANY fvtORE vc PERISHED IN THE TUNNELS AND 
CAVE~~ WHICH WERE SEl~l.ED OFF ANfi DEMOLISHED BY ADVANCING MARlt-ESo 

AFTER REACHING THE FINAL OBJECTIVE Af~EAS ON THE 
B~:ACHtS, TME UNITS OCCUPIED NIGHT DEFENSIVE POSITIONS AND WERE 
SCHEt:!JlED TO GCH\'lN'fNCE MOP UP OPER/o\TIONS ON THE MORNING OF 20 

. AW3l1St 

All UNITS Will REMAIN IN THE AREA FOR ANOTHER 48·72 · 
HOURS YO £XPton THE INITIAL. SUCCESS OF THE OPERATlOlt ' 

~:.,~'(;I,~]~".:•·/·;~> T\ •', {)p,t ! ~-J'?()A't.fa'I1:lC~ 

rMCV TEIICON 1921452 (S) 
MACV 11:lf.CON 1916052 (S) 
FONECON FMf PAC 192000Q «S> 
fONECON FMFPAC 20ff~3{}V !S} 

Tf ~~lr\~r, \ . ;·.~y; ::):· .. ~r~ 52(}(> ~, ./.C) 
:<)F.;;~: ·,., ' i · :·.Y '-'l':½1:; __ J ..... of.,}, .. im.ge~.: 
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. · (U ARRJ\NGEiVENTS ARE UND:;RYWAY TO EMBARK l/3 ON 
·r'usslENAWEE FOR RETURN TO OKijNAWA. flRST SN, FIRST MAR 

ff.LY ION J.ENAvt!EE SCHEDULED TO ARRi\'IE DANANG 28 AUGUSl 
· .. Ii1~r11;;Lt .:: :. •. 
ifi:::){·:Ji ':;:<}. '2) PRESENT PLANS INCLUDE VMA-224 REUE.VI NG· 
,'Jf·· ''·):~J~HU tA~ ABOlJf l OCTOBf.lt 
~\1~i~Y.: :;~~~:~:··:>::J.:\;f:,. 

):[t 
I 

(3) ~NC IVlC ACTION,, In M.\F UNITS PR(nnDED 
TMENT 'rO OVER 350 C ij V tl U ANS" 

Ai)MINO FNf PAC 190452:Z ITS} 

.,er. 
i.:i,1 r., 

I ; i OJ·., : \' .J ,;1~/i:? G 
G . 1 :.r, : ,: t ~,'2!)0 " '.::' 

r: · · 1 r:; 
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fvtft:R;Nf: CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Hear.1q~JD1 ~i0rs! U~ S., N'tarint: Corps 

. W,1~iiin9ttH\ It C.· 20380 

PER iOD 200601 .. 210000 AUGUST 1965 

a" OPERATION STAR LITE 

REUEF Of BlT1S 2/4 AND 3/3 BY BIJ 1/1 COMPLEU:D AT 
· 2Cf.l000H~ BLT'S 2/4 ANO 3/3 RETURt\tE0 TO THEH? FORMER POSITIONS 
, tNJHE 4TH MAR TAOR) .•;I 

• I • 

ou·~s 1/7 AND 3/7 CONTINUE MOPPING UP .OPERATIONS 
· WtTH MISS!ON OF SEEKING OUT REMAINING VC FORCE AND DESTROYING 

VC FORUFICATIONS AND FAC!UTIES .. 

TM f: R.D VN A~AR ~NE BN t,ND 3fU) fJN, !HST REGI0 A.RVN, 
WH.L BE INTRODUCED INTO THE VAN TUONG COMPLEX TODA'Yo 21 AUGUSTo 
THESE TlfiO BN°S Will BE OPERATING IN THE SOl'THfRN AND lfJESTERN 
SECTOHS OF THE OBJf.ClPJE AREA 

LAJEST REPORT OF CASUif.\Ll'lt~i ~· USMC KIA 45 ,coRRECTED), 
WtA209,: ON~ MIA, VC K!A 56-4 (BODY COUNn, VC CAPTUF-tED 123? 

, ·~, '::_.:tJJ}?~:~{11 J~'f;,6J} 
'.'d.JJ(~S! )}.: 

. • f.:.\'C·, 

'.'· ... T·-OJ\t..f,'i',; {} 
.· :1 ' 5}?:K.Vi •. 10· 

fMf PAC FONECON 210345ij fS) 
Mt\CV TEttCON 20lll8Z {S) 

, . 
! 
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I~ I UtAF{ContinuetO 
&' /'•"' ~,V"E>~---~-.~...,.- •:; , ,' ,;~•- 1,t_' / ........ ~\.- .,.. '.:'J.-...,,w-1 ,;,..t,.,~.-.-- ~ .• 

OJ 11MY HEARTIEST CONGRA1lUJ\TiONS ON THE IMPORTANT 
~;uccESS WON faY IME M/U~~NES OF THE ii! UV\F AGAINST 1"HE VIETCONG 
'f''l"fHOr:'"~'••< A~ ~P,f."fl.~-DPAUlH NfTZ't' ii '.~•.)~ ;- 'v•~iL: t..l~u" CH ~ f t.mitr. .0 '3 bu~ 6 

SECNAV 20l3SOZ (U) 

, fl) 11
oc H STAR LIT£ ALSO REEMPHASIZED TH[ CAPABILITY 

OF lHE NAVY~MARINE CORPS TEAM TO STRIKE RAPIDLVAND Wl'fH. 
D[VASTATING EFFECT.. PLANNING WAS THOROUGH AND EXECUTION.'WAS 
SUPERB., WELt fJiONt ADMIRAL DAVID L MCDONALOe 11 

CNO 1923412. {U) 

l~) . 11
ouo THE CLEAR ClIT VICTORY OF THE us MARIJ\fS 

':.INTHE BATTLE OF VAN TUONG PENINSUIAo.,1eADDS LUSTER TO THE. 
·olSTlNGUISHED RECORD OF THE MARINE CORPSo ... e SIGNED HAROLD Ko 
'JOHNSOtiou II 

DA 2013102 ~U) 

111 MAF SrTREP #111 AS OF 20?.400H REPORTED THE FOLLOWING:, 

OJ THE CRrf lCAL PHASE rn:: THE BA LONG VALLEY ,OPER·--
. A1'J.ON IS COMPLETED AND FIRST BN. THIRD MAR ARE ON A 48 HOUR ALERT 

STATUS TO BACK UP lrHS OPERATION THROUf,H 16 SEPll:'.MB;ERo 

MASS 1·wo REPORTS TMAT lHE ASRl AT Ptfd!<.U AND 

·1·, (:',\,.,~:~ 
;• ' . 

,, 
DECLASSIFIED 



[:.~ '•1~•· 

.. 

:1:·:_'. 

;'{ 

f1. ' 

DECLASSIFIED 

-· 
M!~.RUJE CORPS GOMMAND CENT[R 
Heat:~uartar~ U, S .. Marine Corps 

dashJngton, 0., Cc 2038) 

SUf,/lMPJY Of ntMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

PER !OD 210601 ,.. 220500 AUGUST 1965 

a~ OPERATION STARLIGHT 

. BLTs 1n AND 3n (-} CONTINUE SEARCH AND ClfAR OPER., 
ATIONS DESTROYING CAVES, TUNNELS AND SPIDER HOlfS. SPORADIC 

,. SNIPiNG CONTINUES WITH NO REPORTED USMC CASUALTIESo IN AN 
EARLIER REPORT, CG 111 MAF STATED ONE ROUND OF NGF WOUNDED 2 
AND KIUED ONE USMCo 

THE lAltST CASUALTY FIGURES ARE: 
.;' 

MARi~fS 
•~t..., - -

KIA 45 
0 IED OF vvOUND S 5 
NON=BATTlE DEATHS 2 
WIA 221 
NON=BATTLE INJURIES 1 

vc ~-
KIA 

CAPTURED 
J!.XCL.um.rn FROM AUTOMATIC 
'{EGRADV1 1 : DO~, DIR 52UUQ 10 
JOBS NOT ,:,:·:,;: LY 

599 (CONFIRMED BUT STILL ~ N-­
COMPU.'1EJ 

6 
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NOTE: 9!i VC SUSPECTS HAD BEEN CLEARED AND RELEASED ' 0 

· ·:: ,.,, "'Tri 1 f. rw·ir.ti G1·i '.••' s11i::-pr:r-.1 c11.,~GoRY 
. , •• ,. ,;\ .. 11 "·"·· ~t1tit1\s \ 1!1 

• t ,:, r:.~ ~r"tr:r.:. .., 

Rf::GhRDtNG ARVN OPS ~N CONJUNCTION WITH STARUGHT 
't')f\l(' nh11~i: .• "PJ. i ~1r. 1r.v c·r>MUsfileiAcv R·-~POR"i!'C"h ··o NMCC THA'JTHE tl . .-l,, Vt,. .. ~~r·i_.'f.!1:--. (., ( fr,: .:,..JJ t.t •.. ,/ ~l}n , ;~ ,, t~l • .., t r: .. P.I ~. . M 

..: '.Ji: 1 fi,/','/1',! {':'; ;;;. '.'.·•,r(:: t•i\l i_?t' FM\ ANf't, .i.ii:: 2ND l'tN, i::1(-:-r ARVN REf"1· COM ,/,,r,.l n'.>'\\ IV ,nl,,,.•.hhu,. {l '\l ~.rht-tnQ f)' ar·~r- p ~... " .., 

M[NCED SEARCHING CA\fESs TUNNELS AND SPIDER TRAPS IN THE VAN 
TUOf'.rG COfiiPU:X AT 210500M AND HAVE ENCOUNTERED LIGHT RESISTANCE., 
NO NliJOR CONTACT W 1TH ORGANIZED VC UNITS. FOUR ARVN SCOUT 
f'.'O{;S wrn, ARVN HANDLERS ARE BEING USED~ 

ClG GALVESTON AND DD PRITCHETT HAVE BEEN WITH•·' 
DRtWJN., DD ORt[CK REMAINS ON S1'ATION TO PROV ID£ NGFSo H IS · 
·n:NT/iTB.\fflY PLANNED ~,·o TERMINATE OPN STARLIGHT TODAY, ?2 AUG, 
i!VITHDRAWING All UNITS., 

CG 111 Wf 210240Z (S) 
CG 111 MAF 211Sl6Z ($) 
COMUSMACV 211000l (C) 
FONCON FMFPAC 220050Q (C) 

b~ CG FMFPAC ADVISED CMC THAT 67 M ... 274 (MECHANICAL ·· 
/ MUtfJ VE}UCtES IM 3RD MARO IV ARE OEADLU\ED Olff OF 306 ON HANDo . 

. / ANP.::.,ys~s REVEAL$ 50 ARE DEAOUNED FOR ENGINE REPAIRS/REPLACE-

C(i FMFPAC RE~UESTED CMC FOR IMIW:DIATE AIR SHJp ... 
. . MENr OF SO ENGJNE ASSEMBLIES AND CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN FOR 
1 / HZOV~DH1.r( :,.[::) NtAR0P/ WHM 200 NEW M,·,274Al VEHICLES" 

'.>\'.J,,JJJ!\D Ht")M A.1JTOMK!' tC 
:·;·\un'ff:. ,,_: mR:,?:Cr:1.::c 

' '·~ / ' 
,, ,,' 
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re· 
N~Jl~N~ CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Met]dqtim"te,rs, U~ So Marine Corps 

V~i!Shington, Do C~ 2U38J 

~;UMlvY~PY OF rftMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

BLTs 117 AND 317 CONTINUE SEARCH AND CLEAR 
:y.1f::iAHONS THROUGHOUT THE OBJECTIVE ARf~ ARVN FORCES 

1 ,v,Jt: t:JUJJ) 6 VC AND CAPTURED l WOUNDED VC., PRESENT IN~ 
. :T!ONS ARE 1·0 BACKlOAD 3/7 (SL.fl NLT END OF DAYUGHT 24-

AUGUSt RI.I 7 (--) WI Lt RETURN OVERLAND ·ro CHU LAI SWEEPING 
lMf TR UNG PHAN PtNN!NSULA (SOUTHERN ENO OF CHU LAI TAOR} 
'!1 :ND Of: DAYUGMT 24 AUGUST. 

DURING THiE OPERATION OVER 100 ASSORTED SNtAlL .. / 
RM:";;, ONf 6Dmm MORT AR AND 67 LBS OF TNT WERE CAPTURED., / 

A CAPTURED VC REPORltD THAT THE 1ST VC RE.GT 
· 

1\$ :~CHU)UlED TO ATTACK CHU LAI Al RFIELO AT 180700H tMl~.R iNE 
I .. t'- ·"'K I Al'lf)fi"'D t.T 1oohM::U) Air. f ND TA ;,rr MODEL 0- TH.,... A·' nr :,r I-'·· ·i · 1·'.·.,:\ L.l"iil\ir., K, .f'H Q'i,H,.11".¼)n., ~f\ f,\\t,;n.r~ ~ t t {;t\f 11i.l\..,;; 

~~
1riS REPOF'.TED lO BE USED IN TRAQNING FOR THE ATTACK. ALIMOUGH 

~HK: VG HAV;,~ ~NTH~ PAST AVOIDED LA~GE SCALE ENGAGEMENT WITH 
MPJdNE FORCtSe n ISEVH.)f.NTTHAlJHtY ARE vVH.llNG TO TAKE 
f:Ht:: H s SK FOR A UJCRATIVt TARGCT, :\l\ftifEN BACKED TO THE wA.U." 
1/!tY ARE CAPABl.E OF T[NAClOUS RESISTANCE, ESPECIAUY vvMERE 



( 

( 

DECLASSIFIED 

b., OTHER OPERATIONS 

e 

fONCON FMFPAC 2220452 RO 
MACV CC 2212102 (C) 
FONCON H/f PAC 22l?15Z RI) 
MACV 23c.225Z (Ci 

2/9 COMPLETED A SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATION OF 
r:::,,:Jl/I Nr COW:ftEX. NO ADD rr IONAL vc CONIACT. 

A PATROl. FROM CO "8 11
, 1/9 RECEIVED SA Fi RE 

APPROXIMATELY 4 MILES SOUTHEAST OF DANANG .. THE PATROL 
ASSAULJED THE HEDGEROW WHERE THE FIRE CAN£ FROM AND VC 
BROKE CONTACl, IN l'HE SAME VICINITY, THE PATROL APPR[.,,. 
MENDED 8 VC DRESSED AS MONK So 

ADMINO FMFPAC 2206042 (S> 

eo AIR OPERAT!ONS 

ASRT Af PltlKU AND DANANG PLUS UPS·"l Al DANANG 
ARE IN A DOWN STATUS., 

A RF 0•M TAKING OFF ON A PHOTO MISSION HAD 
TROUBLE RAJ SI NG l.AND I NG GEAR AND CRASHEDe PI LOT EJECTED 

. AND f'ARACHUTE BlOSSOWfD JUST PRIOR TO IMPACT. HE APPEARS 
UNINJURED~ CANERAS WERE REMOVED AND THE AIRCRAFT WAS 
Df STROYED BY TANKS FROM 9TH fAARINES. 

K'S:(:~vm:; . )}1 AU'I:OM1\\'lC 
PF'(H:A:>Y,, : .•. DOD DJH 52U<:1, )0 

,··1 1 \I,:·-·.' ~,, {_ ,' r' ,:~r·.Pf~ 

,·.· -·// <' . 
I ' '•, ' . • --~' . I;' .. 1 
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'£OP  
NOFORN, 

LA'J1E ITEM 

lJ~; JVI/1.HINE AC'J'ION NEAH CHU LJ\I ------------- ------------- -------------------------

Late yesterday US Mar:i.ne forces from Chu Lai 
:Lnit:i.atcd a two-battalion search and destroy operation 
fJ,gainst an estimated VC regiment reported to be in an 
area six miles south of Chu Lai Airfield. The operation 
(schematic below) went according to plan, and by early 

SOUTH CHINA SEA 

RVN 
• qi 
CLG NAVAL -........_ 

DD GUNFIRE 

SUPPOR1 

this morning the link-up between the heliborne and sea­
landed units was accomplished. (c) 

Reports are fragmentary and incomplete. However, 
it has been reported that four US personnel were killed 
and ?5 wounded, two tanks were damaged or destroyed, 
and two helicopters were hit by ground firci. One of the 
killed is a US Army helicopter pilot. The VC were reported 
cmploy:i ng 57-mrn fi:r'c from pillboxes. No est:tmate of VC 
C•'"-'''"1"1 '••IJ··1c-'S W"" 0 r•r.r·c;r-~-r-il (C) , (J, 1:., .• ,.,:,. - L., .,. h {..J, ..._) \__;, ) • LJ ~., V ,. 

('Ci]V[ "["]'~ /\ ('\) 'l'}i'"[" "ii'('/i"') J 80700'/ \1 C) 
,,, \..' I vu\, ,j V - - '·· J' ,...._, '' ,\i . \.. /, \ 

NMCC OPDHlllONAL SUMMARY 

''~OP  
11,'.:\FORt~ 
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!;~-ST: CJCS-1 DJS-3 SJ..,._,.,_ 
/S.L\Mt\A-1 JRC-2 SECDEF-5 

I 
! DTG: 1923L:-oz AUG 65 
i- PRCCCDCNCE: 

1t,CTION ,·:/:/;·.:,'))'rt'('"/". 

i 'i,- '" .. :•·.Ii,. y,--_ I ,. y . .!' • f .. ,. ~ t, ... 0 .. C ... ,.,d~l. 

STATE DEPT & WHITEHOUSE 

FROM OSD. 

S(:mcb the followin.g message to Gencrr..l 

"I o:ter.d my heartfc:lt thanl(s and con13ratulat:lo:-1s •··· &.nd those 

I (,:;· -~}w A:rw:dc;an pC-OJlle -- to the m:ili te.ry units ur1dcr you:r 

,~1i~h hGve ~chieveJ clearc~~ victory against th~ lst Viet Co0s 

::·.: [),t:i.ng ,-:om,. 'J'hey will have the c:o~tinued, uni tecJ, ixid deter: 1:i r.1_;d 

.'.'."c·,ppc,rt Cff their people &.t home. Our hearts 2:0 out to the f~,rnilics 

, ·•,ci co::1.'hdes of those who have glven their lives. 

ttI know th,it the men who have won this vieto)~Y will shm-' tbe 

tr, · · -; ona:i. g<.:nerosi ty of the Axwrican Afmecl Fore.:.:~.- -to. l~hose whom 

-~-Ley have:: def'etct.ed. We must prove in 1:,ll our act:i om.: that the 

~,lh5. t:e 

.]CE~ 
c~;J,~ 
C3!,F' 
cw 
c:.;c 

(,/ 

,o 
MON'fH 

b~D, • ,...,., r,r, .,,...., .. ,.,.,._ t nc-r .49. WHICM WILL BE USED UNTIL. ~l<HAU(rfl'::0 
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·, 
:=,x: stiJ.1 of om· men in battle will be matched by their. 

'' .. :11 - • 

,_,;~:)1c;;1:trn:i.·::.y when the battle ends. And all American mi.litary action 
' ' . . 

J t, Vic.t.nh'!l will stop as soon as aggression. by others is stopped. 

Lyndon B. J"ohnson" 

'lo-·,, 
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INFO !WM D. L. McDONALD, Uf IN 55664 

1 
i 
I 
I 
I 
l 
) 

J 

PRIORITY 

p. 19234,lZ 

FM: CNO 
TO: COMSBVB:NTBJ'I/t 

INFO: CINCPAC 

u Nll-,~ 

CINCPACFLT 
60MUSMACV 
CMC 

Op-00 

1. PLEASE PA_SS TO ALL HANDS, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS, WHO 
l 

-l PARTJCIPATED IN OPERATION STARLIGHT MY CONGRATULATIONS AND 
I 

j APPRECIATION IN BEHALF OF THEIR SHIPMATES.THROUGHOUT THE 

NAVY. THOSE WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE WILL LONG LIVE 

IN OUR MEMORIES. 

2 • THIS SIGNIFICANT AND HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL AMPHIBIOUS 

OPERATION AGAIN VISIBLY DEMONSTRATED THE POWER AND VERSA-

TILITY OF BAIANCED NA VAL POWER. STARLIGHT ALSO REEMPHASIZED 

, .. 

I 
t. ij 
·, 
:/ 

THE CAPABILITY OF THE NAVY-MARINE CORPS TEAM TO STRIKE 

RAPIDLY AND WITH DEVASTATING EFFECT. PIANNING WAS THOROUGH 

AND EXECUTION WAS SUPERB. WELL DONE. 

ADMIRAL DAVID L. McDONALD 

DRAFTER: Op-00 

-- DIST: SECNAV •• 00 •• 09 •• 01 •• 03 •• 04 •• 05 •• 07 •• 09:M 
CMC •• FP •• BFR 

CIRCUIT NO. (COMMO) 

UNCLA 
.. ·:~ 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D,C, 20301 

w~rrE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

• 
20 August 1965 

, Subject: Opera,tion _Star Lite 

Attached ia the . Star Lite ~1th three e~~~~:~~:~. wrap-up report on Operation .. 
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OPERATION STAR LITE 

Based upon intelligence reports of a Viet Cong concen­
tration of the lat Main Force Viet Cong Regiment (estimated 
strength 2000), the US Marines on 11 August (EDT) launched a 
search and destroy operation in an area about six miles south 
of Chu Lai. The 3d Battalion., 3d Marines was sea-lifted by 
an LST (Landing Ship Tanlc), an LSD (Landing Ship Dock), and 
an APA (Amphibious Assaµlt Transport) of the US Seventh Fleet 
to a position south of the Viet Cong unit. Simultaneously, 
the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines from Chu Lai was air-lifted by 
helicopters to a blocking position north of the Viet Cong 
concentration. This air landing was preceded by 20 US Marine 
aircraft, bombing and strafing the landing zone. A cruiser 
and a destroyer provided naval gunfire support. A Special 
Landing Force, composed of the 3d Battalion, 7th Marines and 
a helicopter squadron embarked aboard an LPH (Amphibious 
Assault Ship), was in position to ·provide a floating reserve 
force. 

(Initial tactical situation in enclosure A). 

By 1850 (EDT) 17 August, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines 
was amphibious landed and linked up with the 2d Battalion, 
4th Marines helicopter-borne troops. The assault force en­
countered a well-organized coordinated defensive area with an 
elaborate trench, tunnel and concrete bunker system. The 
Viet Cong were armed with rifles~ automatic rifles·, submachine 
guns, 60 and 81 mm mortars, 57 and 75 mm recoilless rifles, 
machine guns and 3,5 inch roc~et launchers. A determined, 
skillful defense was· conducted by the Viet Cong and the quali1zy 
of resistance and use of combined arms confirmed the original 
estimate of a hard-core Viet Cong combat unit. 

At about 0730 EDT on 18 August, two companies from the 
3d Battalion, 7th Marines Special Landing Force afloat were 
landed by helicopters to join the attack. Subsequently, the 
additional two companies pf the Special Landing Force afloat 
were landed over the beach to assist in the operation by seal­
ing off the Viet Cong routes of escape. 

Continuous support is being provided our troops by 
artillery, air, and naval gunfire support. Helicopter flights 
continue around the clock for re-supply and evacuat~on of 
wounded. C-123 aircraft are on station with flares during 
darkness. 

 ' 
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Although the Viet Cong made two attempts to break through 
on the first night, they were repulsed. Night illumination was 
provided by supporting arms and flare ships thus,it is unlikely 
that Viet Cong w1re able to escape in strength. 

By nightfall of the second day of battle, the three Marine 
BLT's were occupying night defensive positions, having overrun 
the obJective ar~a. At first light on 19 August (20 August 
Saigon), Marines:,continued mop-up operations consisting of a 
thorough sweep of the area. A methodical aea~oh of the area 
is still being c~nducted to screen out any remaining Viet Cong, 
destroy fortifications, and exploit the success of the operation. 

'· 

(Current ta~tical situation in enclosure B) 

Preliminary Viet Cong casualty reports indicate the Viet 
Cong may have suffered an estimated 1000 killed(451 body count 
after searching one half of objective area), several hundred 
wounded, and 112 Viet Cong or Viet Cong suspects capture.d. '!'he 
action was fast moving, making accurate casualty assessment 
difficult. Numerous Viet Cong were sealed in caves and tunnels 
by demolitions. Casualty accounting was further complicated by 
the nature of the casualties inflicted by bombs, napalm, flame 
tanks, artillery, and·naval gunfire. 

Latest US casualties are 52 killed and 205.wounded. It 
is estimated that 60 percent of these casualties were caused 
by small arms or machine gun fire, some of which had been by-
passed in the heavy cover. · 

Through interrogation Qf prisoners and civilians the Viet 
Cong strength and order of battle is being reconstructed. 
Civilians found 1n the area have been cooperative, 

The success of this operation is attributed to accurate 
intelligence, quick response, and security of operations plans. 
Prisoners confirm the presence of four hard-core battalions. 

On 19 August, General Lam, CG, 2nd ARVN Division, offered 
two battalions to take part in the operation. The offer was 
accepted and RVN forces will be introduced into the objective 
area today for a period of about two days to assist 1n additio~ 
nal search and dest~oy operations as required and in the mop-up 
phase of the operation. 
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 

Headquarters, U. S. Marine Cor.s 
Washington, D. C. vr:·-~·-~7.":'~~r.T'------

1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

0316Q MCCC Log Entry 

Subj: Call from Admiral LEMOS, N-...._ _ _. __ ..1-______ J 

Encl: (1) Copy "Marine Supply Trip Runs Into Disaster" 
by Peter Arnett - TIIE EVENING STAR - Night 
Final Washington, D. C., Thur~day, August 19, 
1965 

1. Received call from Admiral LEMOS, NMCC advising that 
the President just called referencing an article in the 
Uvcning Star by Peter Arnett,• 

This article was titled "Marine Supply Trip Runs into 
llisaster." 

NMCC has sent a copy of the article to COMUSMACV info 
CINCPAC. 

2. Subsequent to the above call, Watch Officer called 
PMFPAC advising of the above and that they could probably 
get a copy of the article from CINCPAC, 

3, Apprt)ximately 0330Q, Major SERRIN called from NMCC 
advising that III MAF is aware of the article. Also, 
Lieutenant General KRULAK presently at III MAF is aware 
of the article. 
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By PETElt Al\NEl'T 
As socio ted Prc$s StMf W.rlfer . 

VAN TUONG, Viet Narn .... 'rbe mission of U,S; Mal'.lne 
Supply Column 21 .. Yes~er4py. ;'X~ lmple: get to the bea.ch­
head, resupply. a line cort\p.ny . . return to the 7th Fleet 
mother ship anchored a mile :ci .. ;;n the bay. . . 

Only one of those o~ . Jlyij}Y{as .fu}filled. The 30-man 
detachment got to the bea e · ,{'' : . · . · . 

It never found the lin y, 'And. it never returned. 
Men from the column .ng I),S, c,11~u111ties in the 

fighting on the Van Tuon . . la' that shaped up as .the 
biggest American battle of tilie\ let Nam war. , . 

The "supply pokes" figurM th,. ad a11 ea~y run. . · . 
. They had heard that lin~'9otil .. l!ls ·.landed earlier in ,the 

day were getting heavy fire -f~om iet()ong posltions.. . , 
. But Supply Column 21 w11~,;a iort).i)d~ble for~e made up ~f 

. fm steel-shod Amtracs-35-ton !IW,Plllb.ious veh1cle~;--to carry 
food and ammunition--and. t~o · M48 fallks to escort them 
once ashore. f· :•, · .:·· · · 

The column packed a totalof1i87 tons of steel. · 
The paths that. led to·. it$ ·.oesfr1.16Uon were paved with 

confusion. . :n•~ ; ,: ' ., : . . . 
Failing to locate the designated Une company, the men 

set out to look for it. ... · . . . · .· 
'I'he huge Amtracs, onco (!ttror the water, were unwieldly. 

'J'he crews flopped from one rice .paddy to another, calling at 
one b~Ualion, and then i.he nex,t;~ .. p 4JP~ ~~.m,ed to p.ay m11ch 
attenllon to 1t. . ·. ·r ·s Hf!: I ' 

At 11 a.m. Supply Column 2l was :&l;lbut 400 yards ahead 
of the nearesl Marine riflemen. The vehlcles were deep in the 

I Viet Cong territory and, suddenly, were deep in trouble. 
Survivors said the Viet Cong tose dut of hedge rows and 

swamps. . ! . 
Lance Cpl. Richard iPiS$ -~ ,Jl:om.fward, Ill., .said his 

Amtrac veered aside as explosions <irupted around them. The 
leading tank was hit with an armor-piercing shell. Two men 

· inside were wounded, . . . · . 
The terraced paddyfields , made tactical maneuvering 

difficult and the sµppJy men were not trained for it. Attempt­
ing to get into good firing ppsitio11s; three of the five Amtracs 
backed Into a deep paddy and boggoo dowp; . ' . 

The other two edge(l toward the t11nks for shelter. One 
didn't make it. A Vil.ll. Cong kn9cked it out by dropping a 
grenade down its hatch, killing two Americans inside and 
wounding othcrs. . .· 

Pass saw Viet Oong wifo ammunition bandoliers, black 
pajama uniforms and camouflaged steel helmets move right 
up to an Amtrac 30 yards to h.1s left. 

He said doors of the vehicle clan~ed open as the two 
drivers tried to make a break to Pass' vehicle. One of the 
Americans was klllcd as he leaped out. 

The other was plunging through the paddyficld swinging 
his Marine knife when he wel)t down .. Wpen pulled out dead 
today I he still had the knife clutched mri his hand, . . 

,,\'""''7'~="'- ., .. ~~---• ·~~~·--•·-1o,~,, ... , .... .1-it1• "" ...... ,,.... 1 ... .,,_ ·~-~ ,,<i,t 

Tllli LVLNINC ST/\R - N1pht FjnaJ 
Washjngton, n. c., 'l'hursdc1y, 
/\ur,ust 19, 19(i5 

Enc] (]) 
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ll.K MARINES KIU, 

600 GUERRILLAS 
IN 2~DAY BATTLE 

(l,l,':,. )IN,\'-llfil 1,I OulJ>lH,1 

) 1, 1111/1\l>c·r licit! 1(·, ('li-J,t 
A1nc·riC'flll 1-1dv!H'I·., Wf:l'C ll'~C,ll('(l 

by J,diec,11\N whc11 VldCOll['. 

Hc·CRUSC of thc- J,c-avy fi1•Jit• ,< , • 
i1,g, anolhe1· Mai i1,rs batt:,i1011 j 1 

i·isfllll\J~ lufonogt1focl I 
' f1orn n,c 11rlic-optr1 c·a1Ticl' lwo Bcfoic Uw bat.Uc began J\fa. 

Jm1a was ilnown into the- figltt ' rh,c- offiC'{)J',; had C•fitimatNl H111t 
yl'slcrday aflC'l'll00n to I ('h1f0l'C(' 2,000 Vlotcong WCI'(' O)JCl'Atlli['. ! 

'\ the am1,1;nilo11s units. in the peninsula ancl nearbyJ 
1 , By dusk yrslr1•clay, the- Ma- areas. 'J'onlgl1l, offlcc-1,s were In•. 
' rincs had fought thrir w11y lo terrngating !J.Wl,~oners t<, ob1ah1 

· atladwrs ovcnan ill\ outpost. at 
l >HJ•r:ul, 1,m1r the Vtolirm b(lr• 
clet·. 'Jme fate of Uie South 
'Vidnarncsc r.~nif'OII was 11ol 

within a mile of the ))eaeh. nm·• a rnor(' irncm·nt,e cstimntc of t,he: 
'ing th€· 11lgh\. the t1·oops d11g sl~c- of the Oomrnrn11lsl forc,c,. 
in and sent out patrols to main• H w11s bc-licved that fiOJ\1<• of 
lain cont.act. wlth the VieLcong, the Vict,c,,ong mlg~1l haw·, 
J•'larcs wrre dropped to !lhnnln• eseaped H1roug1h Uw nrnrlnr: 
ate the area ancl the 11rlillci-y linrs last night. I 

lt1,own. 
'J'he battle, In which a Jnrgc 

Videong fol'c,, was tn1pJJCCl, 

3B Vietcong Are Captured 
in Lal'gcst Opcr;ttion Liy 
Americans in Vietnam 

I
, took pl Ace abc,u\. l2 miles. H"c•nt11 
. of 11 ,1c,.w 1lnllcd Statc,s &h\~h-ip 
11\. Cl1"1J:a!, wl1lcll Is l:,c-h,1: clc• 
fc-nded l)Y cl(•IJJ('lt(S c,f Ilic 'J'hlnl 
M1<ril1c, A 1.-,phlblous Jt'orcc. 

, and naval bombardment. con• Sc-nior office-rs were exlrc-mc-· 
,I tlll\H'd. ly }'l(•I\SCcl with ( he 1·cs11lts of 
I At cl11.w11 the Marlne lt1fantr:V Ow o)'c-raliou, whkh they bc,-
1 again pushed forward and by lic-vcd l;acl hccn effieir1,t(y cx­

nidilflcrnoon l,!lcl c.lcarcd the eeut 0 d. J'he aHacl< was plannc,cl 
iclcong from lhc cntlre pcnln· on thr basis or infomrntfon 

'J'l,r fighiilig 1,rr.a11 at dawn ~ula. When 11ight fc,11, the Ma- obtained by 11umcrous patrols 
y<·i,tcl'<lay wlwn Ull'CC minim: 1-ines wc1·c cng11gcd h\ mopping t,l1c omni1,ts isC'nt into UH· fll'Ca 
eorni,anlcs ~to!'rnecl ashore froni up the- !'emalni11g Communists fl'om Hie Chtlla1 .alt ba~c·. i ' 

;COASl Al _AREA OLE ABH1 in Oic Rl'CH. Imel hi SC'lll'C'hlng 8 'J1Jrn Vlct,r,ong lt11(1 al]owNl 
the attal'l\ ti,;,11sp01'l 'l'lmadaf'Jt ma1,c of tmmels -dlscovcrc-cl i11 then1,c-lvc·s to be h'ar,r,ccl wiU1 I 

llclicoptcrs Rcsc:iie 8 G.l.'s 
After Comnu!nists Overrun 

11 c-;n· th(' villHge Qf A11Urnl. 'J'hc 111.c cliffs al)ove thc.bpach. . t,ht!J' 1>11.~••H .. ·1 ·t· th .. · · j 
bu1cl1 S JllSl sou • I O ft Slt'I« 'J'he emmh•ysidc .iviu, de.1,m•ibNl Wh('I'~ Uicy eould'· b , . I 

• (\ f o]\ I ' · · ··• • · • " • ••W• l.,_I\ ll~ ! ,~N; 

lri,mgnlar • shaped pr-nii,sulH Hs ni_gged t_c-naln Qf l)low('.(l 1·lc!' w11!'lm!.'cl by thcdoJl(>f: io/mi;:ii;; 
!hat l1ctd been 1ft Conmmnl~.t piiddws <•J·1ssr.rossed by dens{' eouvcr,tio1111.1 iumi,. 

an Outpost Near Laos sl.l·onf:h•,ld fol' two ycan. 1·ow~ of frees, and rollinf; hillRI "'rlllir; time we fought lihe ,ww 
, A folll'th ,na1·lnc co1npanY covered hy rncl< outcropplngy,ur ,w1y," 11_ tnarlne •~tiflcrr Id 
J,acl rnovcd ovcrla11d from Chu,, irnd pRtc-l1C's of sc-1·11b brm:h Urn.I; "We, called the llunt,, M ' 

Hy NJtlll, SIIMCJli\N ]al the ]1lr,l1t bcfo,x, and tak(:1'1 RffOl'decl lhn Communlstj'; goc,df ' 
1;,,cc-1,1 lo 'J•J,, New 'iork •111 .. ,,, llj> 1-1 h)ocklne 1,os!Uon about. COlt('Ntltll('ll1. ' 

l>ANANG, 8011th Vid.mnn, ltwo 1,11c1 a half miles to the ' 'J'hc Maril1rs were forc<'d t<,· 
· Ant. Ht • , ln A flq.t·c-c two- 1

111 ,oith 0 1, the other side of th<.I fighl their w11y pa.lnfully for­
.. <1:,y battle that N•dod fatc tlt!<:1 : pt·nit,sula. ward clearin~•: lh!' guc1·1·ill11.s: 

aft01·1100J1, Uultc,d Slaks i' Sh(•l llv l1flcl' the amphlblO\lS frulll the t,unkcrs Rlld !9xl10lcsi 
M~r-i1,e,; hlllc-cl flt lc~,sL l',t,?, Vi{,l- t: 11 ,,-,rnll, ·r.not.hcr mari11C battRl• 1ancl :,ufferi1,g ~,l\$}taltlc.~l 
0011g ft'4)'Jlt'd on fl. pC'lll11sula \ i<•ll i.vas landed by awllcopterin '. throughout ihe aclv1111ce, ·1".. ! 
11ho11t 72 mile;; 1;011Lh of ,Uris ]•<•l'iL ,11u,1,c,c :,.onC'.s two rnilcs to tho . Withi!i three hours,, llowcvei, 

· towi,, :. - · : \h(l l1c-Jieoptcr • lim·nc battalion 
. , . i (io11f.h1m)d 011 l'11t1·. 8, Oolumn fl Jrnd liJJIWcl UJ• witt1 the ahi.1111I· 

ll_lailnr off.Jcc1•s on 1.he scene 1, , •. · •·• .• , :,--, .. ;, ···,,· .. r· : bious foree and the Vl<l>tt1011g 
• c·Rlnnatro Oial Uw 1.otBl of Viet• ICouhulH·!l !'l'Om 1 RI\~- 1, C,ol. 81:wcr(' effectively trappC<'l 1"'ithln 
('(,)tg' d(•acl W(11tlcl (-X(:('('{1 GOO. t J'C'al' l>dwcru the bloddn,: force- lfl 1-lllR'll fll'('R, whC're, they c/Juld 

!J'hil'ly-c-ight gtl('l'l'lillr,,, \\'('1'0 . . . . .. ' •be dc-slroyed by l,J1P Marine in-
t d d 

· · and the.· arnplnb1ou, r,mup. tfantry ,~uJ>J>Ol'ld by arUl!Cr" ' 
.cap11rc an an Jmpc,11lanl ·. ,• , ,~, 
(
, 

1 
l . , . One Jlrlicoptc-1· J,ost naval gm,f1re and au· snkcs. 

,01111ntm s. c,ommumr.11t1on~ . · , 
<<-11\C'1• was clcf;li'oyc,d. i While ~till landing, thr hc,J.I AIH•,111ft. Hlod111 };i;c1111il 

'J'llc b~Wo WM; 1110 fil'/:il. oHajor j' ic•.optH foi•e.e camr lllldc1· heavy! . A Vietco11g c,011ipany t 1 }cd to 

1 
l' 

1 1 
fn•c- ft'o111 CommunlF:t automat- b1eal1 through the 11dvancil•r., 

fl'<1~111c II;: !Oil WRtN so l')y by '.ie weai,otis, mol'lA!'i- and /,?-nmi.l, Marinrs but was m·111'ly wipc,cl 
ll!nt.ccl St.ntcf: 1l1l()OJ>S ln ,t..ho , , . ,- 1 ss ,• • . . . out l,y w11ves of J•'•4J~ J'lla.nlon, 

,Vietnam war and the vic:lory iec.; 1 IC'.· llflri:. Sc ~ctn I of {llc, ,and A-1 Skyhawl, 1'ighter-b01nh­
'was 011e of the m~l slr!Mii', lt<-lwoi,t<-i·~ were hit. OnC' wiis c1·s 11U.acM11r: with na1,11hn, '1&0-
. thus far 

111 
th. ccnfl'cl. g ,-r, badly clfunngcd It had to land pound !Jomhs 11nd 1·oc,k1•ls. 

· c. ' 1 · ' ill Co1nmunlst tcrl'ltol'Y: where 'J'h<- Ma1·inc- jets flew l~O sor• 
A ,c,pollcsman hero dC'sel'ibcd it wRs dcsll'O:V<'d l,:v m~rii,<' air• Uc•s during the, 1.wo-clay baUlc, 

rn~rinc C'.l•i'.Ua1tic-i1 as "llgM" 111 c:J'Rfl. 'J'hl' <,,:cw w·as rf•scucd. clroppinr: !lZ tons of bomb;;, 'J'ltc-
. Jll'Of!Oruion, 'lo 1hc si?.e of the , ,. ntnsri Galvrston and twt• sup-

, l'hc \ rntc:o_ 11.g wr1·e 11rotc,ctcd 1,orlii,,t·,· clc-s\l'{>Y, crs as well 11s 
,1fon·c lnvolvec1, w),M1 rnnnbcl'cd l 11 f l I . ,y W<' - 01· 1f1cd b11nlu·rs, >tun .. in1ille1y J,aUc,l'.Jcs· 11C'a1'1,y Rlso 1 
1,000 to li,000 men, or 010 Jicl, fll>cl foxhol<"S, Mal'il•t' offi• fired thousands of slwllrc; dnto, 
NJt1iw11£'11t of a. 1·cgh11cll'l.. 'eel's l'(•)lrn'\.C'.cl, Surnc of the \h~, t-/J'le0111: fodifk~t.ions. 

]lOW('VCl', offlcla,l E<;)Ul'tC'.~ ln l,uukl'I'/;, conccaltcl ltll(lf'l' JIC!lS· .. ' ' 

, 8aigon i·cpo11l.cd t,Jrnt t:!1r: •mil hulk, were reh1fo1·cM by 
llnilcd l'llatcs cas11all.y t.oll w1,~ 'conr.r<'11,. 

· the- lllgllest Ruffcrod in a i:Jnr.Jo 
l,aU]c dll Vdotnam f:0 fftl·, 

Jl'Ol' f;N'Udty 1'(1a!'0llS, fM 
C>WC'-L )OSHC$ \\'(11'0 JJ01. lllflOO 

J>UhliC\, 

NJ\W YORK Tl Ml!S 
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DEATH OVERTAKE~ 

, Bl1tek-.c:li!icl ~i~tcong gucrrll·, tral~. became ()!lt1ldron1<, K Sgl. 
las 1mddcnly 1osc like locusl-1,: Jll/~"l!;iMei•lno of J,omit11 , Calif., 
out of hedg01·-0ws mid swamps. said. the men · s))lashecl 'Wfl.,ter 
)<;xplosions erupted all around on each , other f1•om resupply 

A lJ S SlJPl
)I Y·· lINlrll the c,olumn, accorclh.1g to a sur- CRl1fi _l,(> prevent . .tieat E':Xha,us• 

vivor, I ,nnce C1,1. Hichard Pass lion. , 
1 ' , j ' of Jlomcwood lll An armor-, Sudd<'nly, fl. ~oung c01T10ral 

. • · · ,.sl1011ted: "(ll,a ,•men we're nm• 
piercing i;l1cll hil the Jeaclhir,1;rlncs. J,,ci's d , tcJob," 

. . . lRnlt, woundl1i1·; 4.~o men inslcre. llo statte· J.ifl11tb, out, but 
W1thcl'lng Vietcong Attack 'J'llO arntralt;; ti•ic~ to maTICU•i a _bullet ,tilt jh i between th<' 

W k M 
· •'r. · I vcr dnl-0 good ;fil'!r1g po~iUoois :eyes before.' uld 'J'al~c hiR 

rec s arn1e 'f'l'll)Ol'CC but three of the rive bogg~rt:1rlfle, • , 

C I 
· R" p · · ,, · ln . rulda~ I\, · Sc-rgeant 

0 umn Ill ICC acldy down In !\ dc-c-p ipaddy, J h<, '.M'crlno l1Ntl'( '. nlfo whi8))Cl' 
s11p1ily rnc,n hnd not boonTfrom ' outs!d~;-+·11An'ltl'nl<, ·arn­
traincd for tho terraced tc-1·-f trRk." lt was ll 'wounded tan Ii 

1,r ·,·1,, A"oq,tc,11•rm rain, jercwmnm. The iic.l'gcant ancl oth-
VA N'J'lTONG, Soul,h Vic\rnun,• A Vietcong solcli<'l' JmochcclLcrs pulled him ansitlc, . 

A • rn u 
1 1 

· · · . I Late In ihc nflcrnoon 1111· l'.f-·, · , , 1Hrr a l<W<' •· out omf of the rcnrnlning am•' stirl){c-~ bcitaJt to e<1sc the pre~- , 
l<'llll/, mlclclH;i; 81111,, ll1ntNl tl'~ks by dropping a grenade In sure on the tcrnnanls of Colu1n11 
SlRt<·~ Marino _~;upply Coh11nn the hatch fl~ lL cdi:;1cd tow1m1 21. . . 
Zl lt1mbcn·d to ils drnt.h ycs\.<,r- tlie tmilts for protection, 'J'hc A 1>olltar,v l1cllcoptcr landed 
dRY 111 tlw 011on1ss of a Viel• • . . . at daybreak, mlR~akh11; 1he 

·. · " : . . . . , ~hody-)it.l.c-1·cd fkld· for a ]midh1f' 
IU\.ln('~(' rice J!H(f(ly. .blasL killed two Arne11lcan~ ~ld ?-OllC, '!'he• ' A 1i1N•l<,a11s l'llSh(!(i 

Hy tho c-nd of rth0 clay Uic, wo1mclcd olhcrs lnsldo ,t11c :Yf· fl•om thc-ir vehicles to t!H• heli- • 
Armo1wl coin nm, ~87 tons of I hi61C', , . ,•·., · coptrr, canying the wounded. 
sli,cl, was 110 more. ~omc, of the· Oom1mmlsi tihcJl,s r,unchccl 'J'hc helicoJil{'J' evacuated Ow 

, 1colunm's llO marh1cs 1rnrvivcd l111·ec holc8 in one ta ult, Bullet·~ Injured 111 two flights, 'J'hc dcacl 

l
·l.hc, withering Victnong Rt.tack .. t•idcllccl t.hc WOUlldC'd driver wci;c lc-ft behind. . 

• • • , ' •• , ' 1 aftc-r lhc -squeezed himself C,1·ou1Hl forc,cs. rmwcd to l'C·· 
,, but 1,011e c•sca11ccl un1na'.kccl, 't.l,rnugh tile lS-inch escape licvc the other survivo1·s. 
I ln th(' haitlc•flo1d !Ry the, lrntcl1 under the tr111k, 'J'hc men of Column 21 
rn>111s of the- colunrn, :five stc,:,J. Mortar sliC'llR bounced off the wantrcl to earl, flff Uwlr vch­
~lwd 1rn1lr<1l\S llti-to11 amphlbl· .American vchlclc-s, and Corporal kl~s; but an offloet told thc:m: 
ous vchlclr;; ,and two M-18 !'ass watched as Vi,otconr. 'lake your bc:1m1gl11gi; out. of 
tanks. 'J'lwy were 1,a.rt of the soldiers with ammuniUon ban- the vehicles._ ~~c fll'C going to 
tc,JI 111 the battle of Va1,tuonf cloli<'rn, bluck-J•ajm,m uniforms bl~l•~ thc1111 tflJlf. , t, .', 

• . , , . .. ' and <·amouflRgod stl'cl \hclmcls .. e re 1c ,01ces coun cd JS 
l r11h1suh1, \\hc1e the J\1R1lncs attaclwd an amh-ak 80 yard~ 4o Vlclcong bocl1cs, 1 

c11ga1'.ecl in the !waviest United liis left. • ' · ' 
St(,tcs fight.Ing of the Victna- One or the two drlvc1·s wa~ 
mcsc, wa1•. , , killN1 ·a·~ 11c lra11ccl onl of the 

'J'hc n,arlncs of Column 21 !Jclcagucrecl vehicle. 'J'hc olhcl' 
had figured on. an CflSY nm. was eu_t. down by !Jullcts In the 
'J'hclr m1S8iOll \VHS to get io the, Jmdclyfirld. 
bcaC'.hhc,acl · 1,esupply a line c,om- :rnw Vietcong lmoclrncl out a 
. ' . • ., l111J'(l a1ntrtt!I and the survivors 
pa,11y flllcl 1;ettw11 to thc ficvcnth sought prolcclio11 <in \Jhc othc1· 
]<']c-c-l n1001rr. ,•:hip a mile off two. 

l
~l,on:. , : !\J('.11 llous<, J1;1wh OIJll',I' 

'J11rv 11ccompl1shcc1 none of , 
lh n\;jcctlvrs. , J'hc lllfil'_illC8 1'1)'\>0d at the 

C' · , Vietcong w1\;J1 machmc-,p:un ftlld 
A1111rnhf< J<',1]1 io J<'jncl Wny l'ific, fire from the vchielcs, hut. 

Oncc out of the wHkr,' the still .Uw Viokong kept coming. 
hug<· aml1·al,f. flopprd from one, . 'J'hcy··· t<'.oh' tu1·ns n~. shal'J!·.

1! 
rice )Ja<lcly to m1othcr unwi('\dy;shootc,i s fipp1 J•oopholcs 111 Uw11 

. . ' . •' ,vehicle~. "] c:oulcln't lllRllC'UV('J' 
bc-hcrnoths ttnahk to fmd U1cn·1up Uwre," sHlct, J'fc:. ,lames' 
way. Ag11ln aml agah,, U1c ltceff of Sea ti.le, Wflsh., 'who' 
ma1'inc-s called out il,o men Jnr,~c:apcd with R •slight wound., 
,the field but fHllccl to fi11cl the, TJ,r cornpRrlrncnts of tJhc Rm• 
,line comprrny thc-y had liCCll as-·, . , '. · 
'slgnc,(l io 1·esupply, · 
, At l l A .M ., the co Ju mu fouii<l / 
ilf'(•lf cl<'C)l in cm•m~ ,tc-rrilory .. 
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. Vic!1.COJ~g lnfJict Casualties 01,1 ,Advancing ~1a:rines 

U.S. 1111t,rh1r,s rw1)1lng fol· (l()Ver ris fl11l11N'; 011en firo ,luring forgo two-cfay oHem,lvo 
ngalm,f, Communist, guorrlllas In tl10 , 1mif.t10ng J•onlnsula., about 70 miles south of 1)111111,111:, 

,h,~i,tM l'r,ss R,tttophol,?f.,, 

A n1111·J11(1 wlf,h 11 l1Md wotmd Js Joel fo the rear fo1• 1w11c11-
11f.fo11. llo \\'ilS lm,l<lo lllll)lhlblons fa11l1 Jilt by gucrJ'ilhts. 
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Mari~Supply ~,nin 

✓ l\y l'cler A m,C'U 'J'he A mt l' a J; s l r i e d tc, enc·h other f,pom n,supply rans 
V i\NTUONG, Vic I-Nam, maneuvc•r lnl,o goocl firing po- to prevent heat c•x'11auslion. ! 

i\\lg. HJ (Al')- llnclc-r ft swPl- sitic,us, but lihrce of the five• Suclclenly, ~ ~•cnm~t <·oniora]: 
t.rring midday su11, lJ.S. J\fa. hoggod down ln a clrep paddy. shoulrcl: "Okay, nic.n, we'rr[ 

rinr Supply Column 21 lum-• A Viet Cong knoC'kcd out , Marines. Lrt's do t,hr job." 
bc•J'('(l to its clc-:1th ~•c·slc·1·dayic,nr of \Jtp remaining An11J·11Ju; ]Jc, ~tarle<l to <'limb out l>lll 
in tl1c• rnora,;s of ft Yic·t11mnrsc· hv dropping a ~:rrnarle in 1.hr ' 11 hull Pt hit him hetwrcn U1r 
rice parJrly. · 1i11tC'h as ii Pclgc·d toward t.h<' c,yes he-fore· hr c•ould raisr his 

Bv thC' encl of thC' dttv (hr , , , 
81.11;c,r•Nl column, 20'/ lo~is of tanks for 111·otc•c,twn. J he blast riflP. 
steel, was no rnorc. Romr· of killrcl two Amcrk1ins l\'IH1 J•:ncmy J~ llrhl Off 
l]J[' ,30 Jr,,11l1['J'Jl('('ks Slll'l'ivcd \V(>llltclNl othN\~ illRicl[•. TIH'. MnrinPS hclcl off thr 
llw wi1hrring ViP.t Con;! :ii- l\1nrlRrs bounC'cd off the .

1

pnrmv inl10 the JRtc Mt.Prnnon, 
tack hut none• c·~c·1t1H"cl vn- Amci·ktm vr'1liclcs, mid J'ass when· Air RLrikci; hcgan to rfl:-,\' 
inal'ki'cL . wiitC'hNl 11s Vi<'t Cong with thP p1·c-ssurr on the n•.mnan,t.~ 
. ! ii._ tl,P hattl,f'fic•lrl l11Y IJ~c:, llmmunitio1: hnnclolic•rs, hlm·k 

1
\ of .~:ohtm1) ?I. TllC·Y_ Rlr.1y('(l n~, 

n11n, .. of Uie column · JI\ c p,dirnin miiforms flttd c·aniou- Uwn· pos1t1ons th1 ott,!h !he 
s(eC'l-~h!>d Amt1:aks · :Jfi-lon, fla·~:rcl skd helnH'ts 1t1t11chrd :nir:ht. ' 
mnplnl>JOus VPliJC'lC's mHl lwo ,tn An1tr11h :10 ~•111·cls to his \ A wlilar,v lwlico11k,r lnndNl\ 
J\'l-1B tanks. 'J'h<·y wc·rc· part of, ldl. at" clay\Jrcah, 111istc1l,ing the 

':Uw toll i11 the hattk of \',m-1 . , 
• tnon,! 1,01,inrnln, wlirl'<' the• Ouc of the two clrivrrn 'Iva~ . · 

l\,1 .. · c·s eJJ!'a"ecl in 11w hr~v-, kil!Nl 11s lH• Jc,apecl out of I.he hoc1y-Mlcrcd flc·lrl for ft l~nr1-
;,1 JII • • ,. I . 

irsl ll.S. fif(hl ill!'. of thr Vh,t- volilr]{'. 'J'l1c· ot,hcr w11s cul i111'. zonl'. The A_ 111 c r _1 ca Jt s 
(l(, .. ,,,·1 li" lHi'llc•ts in ·l:11C' J>acldv- rus]J('(l from ll1c·Jl' , 1c!t1<'k, to llilllH'S(' Will'. , "" -,, - ' , - , 
fic•1cl. the c·lic1ppPr, carry 1 n i' 11,c 

1,:;1s~' Jtun Ex11c•1·fr1l 
WOl111clrcl. 'J'hc "suppl)· pokr,½" of Col- 'J'hll'cl 1, 11oelwcl Out 

· lt "'ilS 11 lilt.Ir Afkr IIOOll 'J'lw ltc•}i(•(ljlt('l' ('V/l('lla1<·(1 
lllllll 21 )11,cl fJgUl'('cl Oil an ,. · , , . . 

, ·,,,·11 tl • • J "tin, I the ~c·nously hl)urecl m two (''tSV l'llll. 'J'hC'il' mission \l'ltS ]JO\\. ,J l ,l( Still H,l g - ' . . 
' . ' ] · ti , J] J' , ] ·J. flir<lik 'J'hc dr1Hl wrr0 lf'ft hr•, t{, 1:rt to IJw hc·1iclilH'iHl, l'<'· c own 011 . 1c J ooc H c 1 cc , , · 

supplv a line eompany anrl re- Jl add Y, 1 h C' Viet Co 11 g hrncl. 
turn 'to t.hr 'Ith FIPC'I mollH'J' k11ork('(l out a t.hil'-rl Amti·ak 
ship m1cltol'c·d · a rnilc- off and the survivors wu1:ht' 
shore. protection in the' othC'r two. 

'J'hC')' IH·c·c,mplishc·cl onr of 'J'hc, inkrior c·ompartn;rn(s; 
tlH' ohjrclivr's," 

011cc out of the water, the· of ihc m<'tal mon~ler8 IH'<'fllllC' 
hu/:P A mtraks flnppr•.rl from ,,nulclr,on,s. Staff Sgt. .la<•k 
011(• ric<' paclcl~• to 11nothrr, llll· M<'rino of J,omitn, CAlif., said 

the 111,c•n splfishNl wakr on 
wit·,Jdy Lr·ltcrnoths 111wblr· to/ 
fin cl tit cir war, Again Ancl 11 

1wni11, thC' Marim•s callPcl out · 
to c·ornbnl mc11 in UlC'. fidcl, 
1>111 fltilC'cl l,o lcwalr thP line; 
1·0111pany lhr,v had 'l>N·n clc·sig-1 

in;,(('(] to rc•suppl)'. 
: At ll cl.Ill., (ll(' ('O]lllllll 
1 found ltsC'Jf clt•rp in rnPmy 
'trnitor,v. 
I llll1C·k-elad ViC't Cong sucl­
f drnlr l'OS(' lik(' _]O('ll~t.s out of' 
hrclgr l'OWS and SWilllljl,~. Ex­
plosi011s Cl'UjltC'cl all l\l'Ollll[l 
th C' Co hrn111, rc·c· 1tl lC'cl c1 Sil r• 
vivor, LmlC'r Cpl. Hleh111·cl Pass 
c,f llomrwc,ocl, lll. An armor-. 
pkffin;'. sl1C'll hil the k1trlin1!I 
t,rnl;, wmmcling two mc•n in-/ 
hHIC'. I 
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  · 
, REF'ERRNCE PETER ARNETT STO'RY ON M.~.RINE. SU?PL'f COLUMN. THE 
,CHIE:r ·OF STAFF' OF ~rHE Il! MAr, COL. F'ULLERr AND TJ<E G-3, ·cot. 
WYCOFF, FURNISHED ACCOUNT OF THE INCIDENT 1FTER HAVING HAD THE 
"ARt.tr;:TT STORY READ TO THEM~ COMMENTS FOLLOW: 

, •. { ·• 3RD BN, $RD REGlNE~T ON R IGt.tT FLANK OF BEACHHEAD. 20 , 
. }8N, 4TH MARINE.S 0~ LEFT OF' 3RD BN, AN ENE1JY SALIENT OF ABOUT 300 YARDS 
/EXISTED BEtWEEM THE TWO BN•s AS LlNK UP HAD NOT BEEN 1 

:., ... ~cg~#~i~~f~ :iRit1gog~r~~~6°~~1.f_QJJlL lit1I.LAQJ, · nio__.usJ.t..N.KS :i:- • 

j,A~D Q,NE. ... .F.L.AM.E_ TH~Jl.ElLl .. AN,K. THE M1'tRACS. ARMED WITH ONE .30 W '·)' 
:?{'.Ot\L'IBER MACH I~ GUN EACH., •rHE STATEMENT SY ARNETT THAT MEN ~· 
{S:;FIGUR,ED HAD "EASY RUN". COMPLETELY UNTRUE. THERE IS NO "EASY 

'':RU~" ,IN A BEACHHEAD .AREA .WHICH IS HEAVILY ENGAGED WITH THE 
:~!:ENEMY, THAT IS WHY ···Tl{E COL.mm HAD TANKS FOR PROTECTION. ':, ··, 
. 3. CONFUSION DOES EXIS'i' IN THE INITIAL STAGES OF ANY ~' ··1c 
. BATTLE, PARTICULARLY A BEACHHEAD O?tRATION. HOWEVER, THE . :---.. , =!/~'; 
· SU??4Y COLUMN WAS lN CONSTANT RAD!O CON'tACT WITH THE UNITS ON ,::,.i ,,-,,~·, 

i • . THE FRONT.- THEY KNEW: THAT THE CO!(PANY THEY \:JERE TO RESUPPLY 1..n ::v 
i WAS ABOUT 400 •:YARDS TO THEIR LtF'T • THE COLUMN CAME OVER THE 
[ BEACH BEH!ND THE 3RD iBATTALION AND WAS MOVING LATERALLY 
t BEHIND THEIR LINES TO REACH THE 2D BATTALION. IN DOING SO, 
)' THEY 'CROSSED 1'HE SALIENT WHICH EXISTED BETWEEN THE TWO BN'S. 
l '., THEYdiJERE TAKEN UNDER INTENSE FIRE BY HARD CORE VC WITH 75 AND 
({: 57MM .. RECO.t.IL~ESS R!FLES, IQMM MORTARS, MACHINE GUNS AND SMALL 
i ,' ,.,. •. ·: : ', ' .\ -:>. ';' ' 

( 
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f'>., '-'. ~;.,. -:.· \.·;:~ :;-1· GHY I\:::-'L i :~:~-; ··T· '·\"'f "~'•--:·~ (;(;L :::: \ !.,: :;'.J .'....OC \ l ·,,-:;, .t--..L ,·;~~>,:.,, ,.1 ..... ,, 

Fl•;{ 'f"E 2D F;N. 1'1CS I:i . ::,0., i'!-::::Y •.</:~ii:: }:\J fU,:;XO.Tf\C';.'~ 
""·l£1·.J 1,TlJI'."..,, t)E, TUEY '·)'~-1:,\r;- wfl . l''•,1 c•,:-,("\(:•s·1';\iC 'i''-li." C:A'LYJ::"l,)T 11· . ·.· r,.T7 I\C'✓Tj'D L l\ \"n ,, n ~.I..,..-~ ,;.J "-" n\J,., •. ,~.• .. 11 ........... ,, ....... , .. 1.11 ..... , . .-·\••t·• t\L:. .... 

BY('"''JPERIOR F'IRE POPER~ TH!:Y DI'.) '.'JOT "CALL AT ONE 3~~, Ti-!EN .. 
TH,. JEXT WITX NO A1"1?.NTION :~~:mt~ F'!\ID TO 'fHE:11.," . nrnY 
Lr\NDE.D BE'-{!ND Tl-lE -oRD S~ 9 ,\tJD :·'?OCESDED TOWARD THEIR 
DESTINATIO~l, IN RADIO CON'f i\CT AT ALL TIMES. 

4. I~ MANEUVERING T~RU THE RICE PADDYS TOVARD THS 2D BN 
.AND WHILE cr:OSS!NG THE SALl£NT ~ 'fl•lE COLUMN DID VEER RIGWf INTO 
THE SALIENT TO GET AROUND AN 09STRUCTION. THEY WERE NOT AHEAD 

,OF THE NEAREST RIFLEMF.N BUT BET\=IEEN THEM IN THE SALIENT• 
5. THE STATEMENT THAT THE SUPFLY ~EN WERE NOT TRAINED FOR 

lHIS KIND OF MANEUVERING IS DENIED BY THE III MAF~ ALL OF 
THEIR MARINES INCLUDING DRIVERS ARE THROUGHOULY T:~AINED IN 
THEIR JOBS. 

6. THE COLUMN RADIOED FOR l-!ELP. THE BN EX O OF 3RD SN, THE 
NEAREST UN IT 9 MADE IJP AN ARMORED COLUMN OF 'l)J_Q .lA.~xs. T,HRE.t 
ONTOS AND TWO AMTRACS SUPPORTED BY INFANTRY FROM THE BN HQS • 

. THf-SrORCE El\iGAGtD THE VC IN THE SALIENT. THE 30 MEN 
IN THE SUPPLY COLUMN PULLED BACK UNDER THE COVERING FIRE 

· . B~INGING ·OUT THEIR DEAD AND WOUNf'ED. 
7 • THE INFANTRY ELEM EN! OF 1'1!E RELIEF FORCE HELD THE 

SALIENT UNTIL RELIVED BY ELF.ME~TS OF' THE 3RD BN. , 
8. THE BATTLE COND!TtONS EXISTING AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT 

ARE DESCRIBED BY M.4RINE OFFICERS AS SIMILAR TO THOSE ENCOUNTERED 
. ON BEACHHEAD A01'IONS IN \•JW I! ... STRONGLY FORTIFIED POSITIONS 
HELD BY WELL TRAINED 11 HP.RD CORE MAIN FORCE TROOPS. 

9. DETAILED BRE:AXDOWN OF SUP?LY COLUMN CASUALTIES WILL FOLLOW. 
1 t? A BACKGROUND HlVEST!GATION OF Pr:TER ARNETT WAS 

d. JUCTED IN SAIGON IN MAY 65. iT -REVEALED NO BASIS FOR 
JUDGlNG ANTI•AMERICf\N. BIAS. ARNETT IS NEW ZEAL.ANDER BY 

'. BIRTH, MARRIED TO VIETNAMESE Nri.TIONAL. HE IS· 
TEMPERMtNTAL, HAD ADMITTED WRITING SLANTED SIORIES WHEN 
D!SPtEASED BY ACTIONS 01" MILITARY. IN GENERAL, HE WRITES 
~NSATIONAL TYPE STORIES. -
G?-4 ' 
BT 
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My heartiest congratulations on the 1mportant su9oess won by the Marines 

of the Ill MA'F against the Viet Cong south of. Chu Lai. 1'111a action pro ... 

vides renewed evidence that today1s1generation of Marines, and the 

tc· Seventh Fleet Sailors who supported them, are worthy successors to the 
':/ 
'· 

men of the Navy and Marine Corps who have fought so well together through .. 

out our Nation's history. I note with particular jatistaotion the 

excellent coordination of all our arms 1n a complex·triph1b1ous assault 

against a wi:13 guerrilla enemy well e~trenched in difficult terrain. 

Please pass my congratulations to all who participated in the planning 

and execution of the battle including those Arrrr:, and !oir Force units 
. ~-

whose valuable assistance contributed significantly to the success~ !)}:,-: 
c:::, ·;; .b· 

outcome of the operation. Signed Paul·H. Nitze,  of the Navy::;: :,n 
. ~,;:~ 'J.. 
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;·/!: tT R O'\~r.: D M 

;.::+. 11nVN Ui•Jrn; mctUl)'::: ,'.)[.) VN rrnRINE eN, :rn BN_, 51ST· INF, OtJE 
,:; l:Y j(ri:,MM P,i(fYi om: /\FC 'J'!100P M1D ONE co 3D BN, ,l5TH lt-JF. THE 
: ;':'lf r.:td~Gfi:I EN J.S IN m:::<?HVF hT G!UANG NGA Ice THESE UN!TS Md:'. lN 
r;1J> jJ JC•l-i 'fO THE HE:Cl IONl:1. F'Of?C:[ UN ITS AND INTERRO,GA'f IO~ TE/-1MS \\'HlCH 
l·\v·--.c/1;;t;'j'JCIP1\'fE:D nwr~ '.{;(£ r;T1H/T., DETAILS OF R'~~ PARlICIPAT!ON 

f. G~H THY, CG I CORPS PERSONALLY CONCURRi6 IN THE PLAN 
DUY GF!·'i \'!tlt'f. .\::: , 

r,. 1·;1, UNl}~:, Fnm,; THE nwvrncE OF BINH soN:!STABt.lSHED 
'•) Hf< {:fiBUSH P~)[;:ff IONS TO Jm: WE ST OF nm OBJECTf\lE AREi\ ON THE 
l 1(:,; Jr{ d l . H'. f'. UC ,, . . ' "'t 

( 
···,·n:,·,t (')(' ····01'" C'·"' 1 !'"' •"f(f>.' BINt' S(>N r::i11ovlr'1('E JJAVE' ,cc••·•c•·,Er :, J,i,,t:nr\ ·iA.lJ IJ 1Ld•)~'.• 11 ·1ln · .,n, il,L'(v 1n. 11,3,.lL,l.

1

.l 
:i· CC\Ll1{1!Wl:::r::::; fliOM THE f:,TART ?fl INTEHROGATION OF!' PRISONEHf; AND 

1
• . \' :;.-~f f 

r:ri1 J .. :IM, 3. , .,. 
J:l, COMl~E:NCIN(; ?IT 2 H16D0H THE 3D RVN MAR BN{ CRE ING) 11-ND 2D 

,., ),J)~Y rtv ?£liVtfl.,il1ED rn fa<ARCHING our ctivF.s, :E 
,Ui·H~LU;f ETC. THElR M:lILITY TO CONVERSE WITH LO~CAL VIL.I.AGERS 
l/:HE THEM VEHY USEFUL FClFI THIS.. IT 1S ANT!CIPAff;D THAT nns 
u?'.iJUi\ ION \</ lLL CONT JNUE FOH ABOUT TWO DAYS~ ·- . 

l: ,. ro UH /: HVN SCUUT DOG 13 tHT H AHVN HANDLERS ARE DE ING USED 
Tin;: \:iEf\HCH. .. 

.. •. -1· vr c~ 1tJ \iE' c:,·,··c, N c , .... 1 c·•·• ·,:;) ,_1t•.JD F~t:: 1·•r CH r."f'T c D.'"· ... i:: £ 1 > l-',,,, · 1i·.:· . . , ,.. ,1" ,, , ,. > L , .. 1., ,, } \i t· I n , , C l J.I_ ., V fl , \ ... 

Ft1J: ,. 1:,p. 'fHF. OHLF.CK (DD0 86G) mr~;A!NS TO PROV IDE N!-1V/.~L OUiJ"' 
1; }nE >:~uPr)OH'i' • ~. ,"• 

~lt 'fHF: \Hdtnn: OF' PEESENT BE!HSTANCE IS AS rou.,owsi SPOHfdJJ:C 
:}~ IPE)·! FrnE FECH~ IGOU1TED vc GBOUPS FROM C(l,VES,'';TUNNELSi: ;.;PIOEn 
lt)LE(;! ETC. NO OHGMlIZLD RESISTANCE IS BE ING !~ET; 

11 ~ lT IS 'f E:NTAT IVEL Y PL ANNE!) l9. T.EHM JN(i TE: OPN STAHL rn1rr ON 
?'.'.1, AUG 6~:i' r~T vJH!Cl{ T XME {:LL UN ITS w ILL BE \Hl8~R~WN~. 
GF'•• IJ 
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 
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! t-W., t I vC 1 i~ I 
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. • ... : •. (; .. '" "~u. u·. st 1965 i « l '\ >.~ !.,\.. ✓ \ I ~f r 
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I UC, ~)\i '8:PL~0)~~ t,:f· (3 I 

l
. c·•c·c \ I ') , ') 

______ J ____ ,, ________ J 
In response to questions posed by MCCC on 21 Aug, FMFPAC CC 

submitted the following: 

I. 1.-1. · What intelligence has operation Starlight produced? 

A. Intelligence indicates that the 1st Regt'I CP and 
elements of the 45th, 60th, 80th, and 90th Bns were located in the 
objective area. It is likely that the heavy weapons Bn was there also. 
On it's recent move into the area, the Regt began extensive fortification 
of the region to include tunnels, caves, bunkers, and trenches. Never­
theless, it is unlikely that the Regt had deployed to the area for defensive 
purposes. The report that a sand table of the Chu Lai airfield area was 
being used for training purposes, a VCC report that an attack was scheduled 
for 0700, 18 Aug, and numerous previous reports that the VC were plann­
ing offensive operations during the 19 Aug holiday period, would appear to 
confirm the fact that the 1st VC Regt was planning to attack Chu Lai and 
that the attack was most likely thwarted by the timely USMC attack. Although 
the VC have in the past avoided large scale engagements with Marire forces, 
it is evident that they a re wi I ling to take th is risk for a llicrative target and 
that when backed to the wa 11, they a re capable of offering tenacious 
resistance, especially in an area where terrain favors the defender. 

/7 /.~ 
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( SUBJ: OPERATION STARLIGHT 

2. w. VVhat documents were captured and wta t type? 

A. Approximately 1/3 mai I bag of documents are now 
at the 3d ITT at Danang and more are on the way from Chu Lai. Material 
at 3d ITT consists of 30 propaganda items, 7 expenditure accounts for food, 
6 personal diaries, 2 schematics of PRC-10 radios, ard an abbreviated 
radio code. There are two black books of RVN personnel, political activity 
reports, documents on first aid and personal hygiene, and numerous 
other miscellaneous subjects. 

3. Q. Weapons captured, number and type? 

A. At Danang there are 84 assorted small arms, 67 
pounds of TNT, and 100 feet of detonating cord. At Chu Lai are two BAR's, 
one 60MM mortar, and 30 - 40 small arms. 

4. ll. VVhat dialect do POW's speak? 

A. All VCC/VC S speak the centra I dialect. 

5. l..l. Was Van Tuong the 1st Regt CP? 

A. It is believed to be the CP, based on the amount of 
Comm lines running into the hamlet and on the finding of telephone 
headsets, Telephone and radio handsets, and on the extent of fortified 
positions and resistance encountered there. VCC interrogation has not 
supported this specific location, but two locations obtained in interrogations 
are within the objective area. 

6. Q. VCcasualties? 

2 
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SUBJ: OPERAl ION STARLIGHT 

A. VC KIA 599 

VCC/VCS 122 (of these 94 were cleared and released, 
6 were confirmed VC, 22 a re VC S). 

7. LI. VC WIA? 

A. The six captured were WI A. Elements of a 4th 
Marines ITT spot report contains a report of VC having left the area at 
200100H carrying six WIA. This is an unconfirmed report. A sweep of 
the area is being conducted by USMC and ARVN units, searching caves 
and tunnels. 

FMFPAC CC FONECON 221315W (U) 
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• • MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER 
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps 

Washington, D. C. 

22 August 1965 

INFORMATION MEMORANDUM ----------------·-------
From: vVatch Officer 

Subj: OPERATION STAR LITE 

1. All companies of 3/7 are ashore with the last company landing at 
212230Z. Present intentions are to backload 3/7 on the 24th. 

TELECON: FMFPAC 222045Z (U) 

-CMC-~ .. ----l ·~· ... ' . . . . . . 
ACMC ... , --~ ' I 
]\tJiLSLC ~ I 
Com ···"-£ J 

DC/S(P&i)) ·~ I . 
SGS .. I 

....... ··-· -. ....... ... ... ....... I ,,. . 

____ I_.-·-·~--- .. ··••·-·--••" 
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• • 
Indications pointing towards the VC planning an 

attack on Chu Lai included a sand table of the area, numerous 
reports of a 19 August offensive, and a VCC report of a 
0700 18 August attack. 

The amount of communications equipment found in 
VAN TUONG is the basis for the belief that the village was 
the CP for the 1st VC Regiment. 

The USS Galveston, Prichett and Orlech fired over 
1400 rds of 5 and 6 inch ammo in support of Operation Star­
lite, 18-24 Aug. 
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fi. fHJ"!-:lffNCE M.t1CV lL! .. ECON DlG 2'?.1~>30Z.; NO OTHER SITUATION AL 
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.sur~fl()f~T OF III ~A~~ AN~) AHVN FOHCE:s,. . .-:.,.,-;: :;: 
<~~) MAiHNE G1WllND F'01~CES CON~UCTIW A TOTA' OF 64 PtH;WLS/ 

MlBU.:,HES DUiU;\JG 27 AUG .. ONE NIGHT AXSUSH WE:ST Olt PHU 3A! 
ACCOUNtiO FOR FIVE VC KILLED ANJ THREE WEAPONS ~APTUftEJD 

(4) INTELLIGENCE REPORTS CONTINUE TO GIVE(lVIJ£NCE OF VO l 
i··JOVF:MENl' AN::> A GENF:F{AL 3UIL:)lJP IN THE. AREAS. WES_.T_:.· OF ()t(U LAI AND 
PHU B flX • . . " :: " ' 

C;>) i\HVN UNITS OPEHAl'lNG IN iUANG NGAl PROVINCE riAVE 1· 
:ir:PoR:.::~:J . THt. o~s~:~~ ERY ~~ ~: ~ETY v.~., a~~~Es wI~Hil'J A ,00 ~ET.ER 
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"~n·AHL l TI"., . . .· 
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VG.CONTACT~ . 

2. SECOND d:--J HAS scHEDl.JiED. EXTENSI\I~ PATR'oL AND 
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CINCPAC 

:is 1\/11\HINE OPE~={t,TION NEAR CHU LAI 
~---•-•--"-•''"''------~•"•~n• .... ---•-•--~------

The initial surorise and tactical success effected in 
t.hc USMC operatlon so:~th of Chu Lai (Late Item, OPSUM 192-65) 
continues to be exploited as the estimated 2,000-man VC 
force appears to be hemmed in against the sea by the acl.vanc­
lng Mar::.ner.. More than 650 VC are estj_mated killed, and the 
operation continues "going well," according to III MAF. As of' 
190200 ED~ the Marines held two-thirds of the objective 
area. ( C) 

In the first day 1 s fighting, stiff enemy resistance 
was encountered from VC well-fortified in tunnels, caves, and 
bunkers. Air, including helicopters, artillery, and naval 
gun fire were used extensively to support the advancing 
Mnrines. The battalion of the Special Landing Force (SLF) 
was ordered ashore to assist in the operation, primarily 
in sealing off potential routes of escape. By nightfall, 
~.;he entrapment was believed complete, and no exfil tration 
of VC was :i.ndicated dur·ing the night. Two strong VC 
attempts to break out were repulsed. ('c) 

Latest reported Marine casualti~s are 36 killed 
and 154 wounded and 2 missing. A high percentage of the 
wounded were not considered serious. One hundred of the 
VO killed had defihitoly been confirmed by body count. 
Fifty vc were captured. fc) 

'Bc5tTIWlr: COMUSMACV l82200Z (C); COMUSMAC TELECON 1904422 (C); 
COMUSMACV TELECON 19073oz (c) 
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CINCPAC 

LIE; __ M/'JUNE OPERNrION ( 11 STAR LITE 11
) 

In a highly successful action against the large 
Viet Cong concentration south of Chu Lai, units of the 
III MAF reached final objectives on the beach after a 
day-long fight against stubborn resistance. Units of 
BLT 2/I.J. swept Phouc Thuan Peninsula before all battalions 
~et up night defensive positions (see map). (S) 

During the fierce engagement yesterday, timely and 
accurate naval gunfire support was provided by the 7th 
F1eet ships USS GALVESTON (CLG-3) and USS ORLECK (DD-886), 
at times delivering fire within 100 yards of friendly 
units. (s) 

At day break, all units resumed further search and 
clear operations to eliminate remaining isolated VC 
resistance. Caves, bunkers, trenches, and other VC 
installations in the objective area are being destroyed. (S) 

Latest US casualty figures are 52 killed and 205 
wounded. Incomplete VC casualty figures in,icate that 
over 564 VC were killed, several hundred wounded, and 
8? captured. An accurate body count has been impossible 
because of the destruction of caves and bunkers. (s) 

~~OURCES: MACV TELECON (S); MACV TELECON 1919452 (S)j 
III MAF 1918082 (S) 
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CINCPAC 

_OP~RA'I1ION 11 S'EAR LITE" 

In Operation STAR LITE, south of Chu Lai, two US Ma.rine 
battalions of' the III MAF are continuing mop-up operations with 
the mission of seeking out remaining VC forces and destroying 
VC fortifications and facilities. The concrete bunkers and 
fortified areas shown on the map were points of strong VC re­
sistance in the early stages of the operation. (S) 

An a.dditional un:lt, BLT 1/7, was moved into the objective 
area. from Chu Lai yesterday. The 2/4 and 3/3 have been relieved 
and returned to Chu Lai, leaving the 1/7 arid 3/7 to continue the 
operation. Two ARVN units, the 3d VN Marine Battalion and the 
3d Battalion, 51st ARVN Infantry Regiment, began closing the 
objective area at 1800 EDT last night. These forces will re­
main for a period of two days to assist in additional search 
and destroy operations as required. (S) 

Latest casualty figures are: 

KIA WIA MIA ,. • 1 CAPTURED 
.J 
:j 

us 45 209 1 I 

vc 564 108 

VC casualty figures are expected to increase as mop-up oper­
ations disoover additional bodies in collapsed caves and 
bunkers. ( S) 

SOURCES: MACV 'rELECON 202318Z ( S); MACV PHONECONS ( S) 
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CINCPAC 

0PER/1/CION 11 .STAH LITE 11 

':L1hc 1st and 3d US Marine battalions of the 7th US 
Marincs,assistcd by two South Vietnamese battalions, con­
t:Lnued mop-up operations south of Chu Lai and began the 
consolidation phase of Operation S'I'AR LITE. Only light 
enemy resistance has been encountered, principally in 
the form of sporacHc small-arms fire. The two US Marine 
battalions continued search-and-clear operations, destroy­
:i.ng caves, tunnels, and sniper positions. ' ( S) 

r:I1he 3d South Vietnamese Marine Battalion and the 
2d Battalion, 51st ARVN Regiment, swept the area to the 
west and south of the US Marines and encountered only 
minor resistance. These forces reported eight Vb kilted 
and twelve captured., ( s) . ' 

The 2d Battalion, ~th US Marines, and 3d Battalion, 
3d US Marines, completed the move back to Chu Lal and 
arc presently occupying defensive positions i,n that area., (S) 

Based on more accurate tabulations frdhl the field, · 
COMUSMACV has revised the casualty reports as follows: 

KIA 

50 

WIA 

18~ 

3 

MIA CAPTURED 
~ 

us 
ARVN 

VG 607 ~o ( s) 

Ninety-four VC suspects ~reviously being held have 
.been cleared and released. (SJ 

The operation is expected to continue for one more. 
day. ( S) 

N Mf'C OFfRAT!ONAL SUMMARY 
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CINCPAC 

INN SITUA'.I'ION 

At 231202 EDT, the Viet Cong expended approximately 21 
rour1ds of' har1assing r10rtar fire against Bien Hoa Air Base in 
a 15-minute attack. The fire is believed to have come from 
tjc west bank of the Saigon River and fell on the west end of 
the Air Base. Twenty-four USAF personnel were injured, three 
seriously. In addition, five ARVN/VNAF enlisted men were 
injured. Thirty F-100 drop tanks were destroyed. Thirteen 
A-lE aircraft, 4 0-lF aircraft, 1 F-100 aircraft, and 1 U-10 
aircraft received minor damage. One UH-lB helicopter, three 
J-57 jct engines, a USAF occupied hangar, and two USAF quarters 
were also damaged. All base flying facilities are operational. (S) 

ARVN ground operations of battalion-size or larger 
again show:d a decrease with 13 operations continuing, No 
si~nificant gr1ound actions were reported for 22 August. (C) 

Air activity also showed a relative decreas~, and pilot 
reports for 22 August indicated 165 strtJ.ctures and 4 sampans 
cJc stroyed and 16 Viet Cong killed, ( C) . .' 

On 23 August., in Dinh Tuong Province., f;orty-six heli­
copters lj_fted three ARVN battalions into three landing zones 
about 40 miles southwest of Saigon. The aircraft returned 
ground fire from the vicinity of the landing zone and air­
crews reported 38 Viet Cong killed, The ground operation was 
a one-day r.:,ear•ch and destroy action which resulted in two Viet 
Cong KIA, two captured, and seven suspects taken. There were 
no friendly casualties. USAF and VNAF pilots flew 66 strike 
sorties in support of the operations. (U) 

SOURC~: MACV TRAFFIC (S) 

OPEHA'I'ION "STAR LITE'' 

US Marines and RVN forces continued mopping-up operations 
socJ th of Chu Lal wl th no contact rcp·orted. There :Ls no change 
j_n the casualty cou,!t repo:etecl. in OPSUM 196-65. (U) 

NMCC on.:r.\TIONAL SUMMARY 
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CINCPAC 
(Continued) 

Back loading and reembarkation of the 3d Battalion, 7th 
US Marines is scheduled to be completed not later than the 
end of daylight hours (Saigon time) on 24 August. The 1st 
Battalion of the 7th US Marines will complete a sweep of the 
operational area while returning overland to Chu Lai and is 
expected to close the Chu Lai tactical area of responsibility 
n c:· ..-:. c> the end of daylight hours on 24 August. The ,, V N oper-
a ti on associated with Operation STAR LITE has been terminated. (c) 

SOURCE: STAR LITE TRAFFIC (C) 

USMC AIRCRAFT CRASH IN HONG KONG 

At approximately 232200 EDT, a USMC KC-130 aircraft 
crashed into the water after takeoff from Kai Tac Airport, 
Hong Kong. The aircraft, with a crew of six and 65 passengers, 
was en route to Da Nang,. returning USMC personnel who had been 
on lc2.ve. Thirteen survivors have been recovered, including 
the pilot. Eyewitnesses reported that shortly after becoming 
a:i.rborne, the aircraft banked left and impacted lnto the water. 
Rescue operations are still in progress. (U). 

SOURCE: FONECON CINCPAC DO (U) 
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CINCPAC 
(Continued) 

• 

OPERATION 11 STAR LITE 11 

( 

Operation STAR LITE has been completed. The 1st 
Battalion of the 7th US Marines closed the Chu Lai tactical 
orc2 of responsibility after completing a final sweep of the 
operational area without enemy contact. The 3d Battalion, . 
7th US Marines reembarked aboard USS IWO JIMA (LPH-2) without 
incldent. (S) 

Preliminary results of this operation are: 

DOW 

6 

WIA 

203 

CAPTURED 

us 
vc 

KIA 

45 

611-!- 51 (includes 42 suspects) 
109 assorted weapons 

Ono hundred fifty--five VC suspects were cleared and 
released. (S) 

Rc::ml ts of RVN operations in STAR LITE were: 

RVN 

vc 7 

WIA 

3 

CAPTURED 

1 
7 weapons 

SOURCE: MACV TELECON 25024oz (S) 
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GENERAL LEvvl SM. WALT, CG 111 MAF, PROPOSED, ON 15AUG65, 

AN ATTACK ON THE 1ST MAIN FORCE VIET CONG REGIMENT (ESTIMATED 

2000 STRENGTH) LOCATED IN VAN TUONG PENINSULA SIX MILES SOUTH 

OF CHU LAI. 

/ .. ~ (1,.1 i' 1, • • 

BASED ON ARVN INTELLIGENCE AND INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM 

THE CIVILIAN POPULACE IND I CAT ING THAT THE VC FORCE WAS PREPAR-­

ING TO STRIKE CHU LAI, CG 111 MAF INITIATED THE UNILATERAL PLAN. 

( IN ACCORD WITH MARINE CORPS DOCTRINE, A HELO-BORNE BLOCK .. 

~ .. ING FORCE WAS TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH A SURFACE-BORNE, 

AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT. 

RECEIVING AP PROV AL FROM COMUSMACV, CG 111 MAF COO RD 1 NATED 

WITH CG, I ARVN CORPS, WHO CONCURRED WITH AND INSISTED THAT 

EXTREME SECURECY BE MAINTAINED. (IT IS APPARENT THAT COMPLETE 

TACTICAL SURPRISE WAS ACHIEVED.) 

'" 
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MA~ FORCES OPERATION STAR L. 

U. S. MARINES 

7th Regimental Landing Team* 

3d Battalion, 3d Marines 
2d Battalion, 4th Marines 
3d. Battalion, 7th Marines ( Special Landine; Force) · 
2d Battalion, l2thi Marines (-) (Artillery J , ·· · · 
1st Marine Air Wing(-) 

U.S. NAVY 

Amphibious Ships 

u.s.S.BAYFIELD (APA) 
u.s.s.rwo JIMA (LPH) 
u.s.s.TALLADEGA (APA) 
u.s.S.CABILDO (LSD) 
u.s.S.POINT DEFIANCE (LSD) 
u.s.S.VERNON CITY (LST) 
2 Landing Craft Utility 

,Naval Gunfire Support 

.u.s.S.GALVESTON (Cruiser) 
u.s.s.oRLECK (Destroyer) 

u.s.ARMY 

Armed HU-lB helicopters 

Light observation planes for Forward Air Controllers 

U .s. AIR FORCE 

C-123's (flareships for night illumination) 

* Approximately 3200 ground combat personnel. 
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w~4.,;:~tfJJQ~_; At l~16li landing zono preparation WM ~uted 
bl arUU.1•.v and .w.i.ann~· a.Jr. At 1806,t>H the act BattalJ;o.n, ', 4th 
.Ma:dn~ (2/4) Writ$ W14ftd siu:11.utu~ in l.:t'sll.El)~ w~. 'U,j 
BLUE. At 180600a 3/1 landfsd Oftr G~EII ~ to link op wtt.t, 
2/.1. :1 

t 1 1 ', 

&mall i\.C'.ma ~ wu received UJ* a.rt1val. in the J&•e. It 
wa..~ ver-_; :.cea.vy in LZ WHITE - ttie Ma.1.1.nos raplciJ$ aeplo,au iO 
clear thij a..·ea. On•.~i, ha<l 16 to 18 beUcopt.e:ra lait'l>)' small 
a;:ms <iudng the ib:et d;.yts o~. ~ l)IQF.-, artW,er,y and 
air otdkes w1Kre usec:l ~tmsi.vel,' t. :l'ewl08 the coaotfte :b~• Md 
stron1J points enoountetJed. , • : ' . , •, · 

\I .. 
:i ;.' 

At 1468H two com;r.erdes Of U. 4SLi' 1aac1«1 in U 'tSl.t.QW · 
to fill oetweon 2/4 ·anf.ti3/3 at tu nutbem po1'tlon o1 ·fbe ~, Uno. 
By tllis Ume,. landed ·u.12.tG had ml11ta.1.ned t~e atttiek ln the ,fMft o.f . . ', 
nea. vy roatsta.noe. · 'l'~; VC v1ere ,mployb\g laJ:go ·~.: ··• · ~w,~ ,uiu., · · , 
and &utowatic W~:aa weU ,IS 8laurrmortaa, · .. wrmm "4/1~ 
reeo1Ueaa rifles. . • 1 • :, ,: 

1I . . . , 

The o~r wero d~ u sJ.m~\'"\~<t ~ h~ 

flgbtlng. The ,aries tro. m rlc .. e padr!SM to. . _Jiftl···: ,._ ... l'W·.· .. ·.. • .• ,. wooded ueas &nd. h. ; Th.18, oombluct wWl tu . ·. v, ~ht•··. 
tunnel &ncl bunker .$iY ms· mldt --., move fo · 141f#!Cllt.\Md : · 
,teJ:r.W\4ea that each, 1tlon bi& oleaNd and ir. ot~n ~. . 

I 
,!t 181930 the ~a.ming two oompames ot tb• t• LF' landed. 

ove:i.· G.tt~.i:;N Beaeh lcommenceo. aecudng tbErbeach ai•ea boh1nd 
~va. .Du.ring the day c unlt or approximately 60 men had ~en 
seeu tryln-.i to esca.pe tn.e sea. 'J:'b.•t wete oau.gbt b,v NOF on t.be 
;Jeach anu almost cum~letel:, ~ec1n:.atecl. 

.By nigt1tiall J unit~i wet•u attet..pting to co,nsoUdate their 
;)ositiorn~. an..i coooplct~ clO$e the ting a.1.·ow1'-' tile VC. '1.'be VC 
now tw.<l the option$ of~tewpUug to b:realt out ot tbl:) pe,~1n1etor and 
t:.:sca~ inland o.t f;tandftll'lcl ilght u the_y w~re noia:uxjed in ~ruit 
the sea. on t'.10 sep,utate occasions they attem1,tect to Ql·oa.k throu.g,1 
t:io 2/4 lines Md escape we&i.wa.rd, bo\:1ev~r ooth :th<1Jae At.tacka wtr~ 

2 
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.:~.muh;ed and the VC retiteci trow the ilel~ On~ co:cip~ny o:t' tne ~/(~ 
HU also heavily eru;;agfd Qu.dug th.e night. 

j ' 
1 

At 190'/00H, t,llO\.Vin~ lntensive preparation fl.re;:.,, the bf.UA11t;.>JIII 
cl"ossect thi2;1r llr"e of t,ep9.l•ture Wlti 1:a11ewea the attack, Tt1e1 :reported 
;.1ft.ins o! soo ... 1000 y&J."df; untH the resista.noe again be0lm1e vr;.r:; · 
: 1eavy. At this time ~proximatoly 2/3 of the obJecU\'$ area was in 
.i.A&dne hands. · :. 1 

Aftur a day lonu fight on the 10th agairlet atublxn.-n resiatanoe. 
t.he l:iatt&Uons :i:>ea.ched ~hoir .final objectives on thei •ehea of tee 
South China ~ea., , ; · 

: ' • i 
l' 

All units cond\lPted mop •1p ope:.:'&Uorw and. .dtltro1eu eaveo, 
0unkers, L.1:enchest tunnels and command tacllities,· '·The ~ill.age. 
complex oi VAN Ttr~G (BS69~6) provides every Jt,ViQi.fnoe ot being 

( 
a heaaguai.~te..:s Mel SUt,"Ong point. Commun1cat1on ijqes and tr<!tnooos 
radiated ln all mroo~z from a well organi~d. <iete}ls1ve ayetem. ' . . 

'"--' 1, ·-· . ~ . 
~ t· The th:i.•ee battalions o.rga111zed defensive pedraet.era d'-'tirlg 
~ ,i 1:t- the night in pi .. epa.ra.t.icl)n fot concluding the optAraUol en the 20th. 
~ \\ \ 'iJ)'r 2/4 .ret1.u·ned 'b:i,· helic~pte:c to CHU I.JJ. the m~rn.1. ngjot _the 20th .. 

( 

'\. ~hen tn?P up opeta.ti"'°a are eon:ipleted, the 3/7 W,U,. ttembuk in 
~ ~ tne &.rDpnibiouB shipping arid assume thelx- role u tl1e SLJ!. i/1 

1 
j" ildll continue to mop fa.no search the area. · -···--

ryl "\ '1'? 'l'ne suppo:rt l'Em<ioi•ed by NOF and ail· are j,•el)()rtedly out-
, \ stamti.li,;:·• 'l'h1;;1 A1:my fJlaceci 6 01E observer a.1.rcra.tt and 7 

.trtrU:5 n. .. ·.r:...ect '.i,elico;Jt•i'f. undei• CPCON m ~lAF, an~ the Al:c E1
(;)J/r:,c 

proviue<l ab· evacunt1¢n vi crl.tically wounded trow DA .i··JAl\lO to 
CL.A.:u•: /i..;/H. 'rhe Af<.VN fo1.·ces vlstnhlkhect arnbut~hGs to the ,vast oi 
1.n~ 0attle a:.-aa. 'l':iese ze.i:v:ea t(> engage W.'ly ilc;aing VC ruid aJ,HO . 
act ~3 rcci:mnaissuncd element$ t~i:louln the VC attf.:rL{>t to :roim:0.1.•ce 
::'com tl1e v10st. ' 

,: 

'. ,, ··•1 
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At 21060QH the Third Bn RVN Marine Corps and the 

2d Bn 51st ARVN Regiment commenced operations in the TRUNG 
PHAN Peninsula. Sweeping in a southern direction, they 
searched the area, exploring caves, tunnels and spider traps; 
completed the body count; and collected weapons, documents, 
and supplies. 

BLT 2/4 and 3/3 returned to Chu Lai after being relieved 
by 1/7. 

Effective 211500H casualty figures were: 

USMC - 45 KIA 
290 WIA 

1 MIA 

VC - 564 KIA (BC) 

One half of the 20 sq mile area had been covered for 
this body count. Villagers had been observed disposing of VC 
bodies by placing them in tunnels, caves, spider traps and 
covering them. 

On 24 August BLT 3/7 reembarked as the SLF and RLT 
7 returned overland to the Chu Lai TAOR sweeping the TRUNG 
PHAN Peninsula enroute. 

Operation Starlite was terminated effective 241245Z, as 
RLT - 7 closed Chu Lai, with little doubt that the 1st VC 
Regiment had been destroyed. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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USMC 

vc 

Final Casualties: 

45 KIA 

614 BC 

ARVN 3 WIA 

vc 7 KIA 

DECLASSIFIED 

203 WIA 6 DOW 

9 VCC 42 VCS 155 cleared & released 

10 VC WIA 

127 U. S., French, Russian & ChiComm weapons were captured; 
including a ChiCom Rocket Launcher (3.5 in.) & 60mm ChiComm 
Mortar. 

On 26 August the province chief of MUANG NHAN 
stated that it would take the VC in his province 6 months to 
recover from the Chu Lai encounter. He further stated that 
his people had found over 300 bodies still not buried. 

On 28 August ARVN units operating in Quang Ngai 
Province reportro the discovery of 50 VC bodies within 500 
meter radius of 8S698925 which were probably the results 
of Operation Sta rlite. 

These Latest figures from the Vietnamese, coupled 
with the Marine Body count brings the VC casualties to 
964 KIA. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

\ 

j JCS633/11 t, 

' 
PP RUEKDA . I . \I 
DE RUMSMA 1350J 2541206 I ·· 'j}-
ZN y ss sss : . . -I.I f>J:vl·'_.,, 
P R 1112032 .. 

1 l}/,/ 
FM COMUSMACV _ • l . ., · 

< 

CALL 53337 
j;•;::: 't.C/MC 

,. :~ ·)'·'IC r: · 
... • L . •' ~ 

9 l • 23 03Z 

~iHE~~~g1~t~:d .~ 0 R R-·E -. c · r E O :\C o P v-~oEsrRov ALL orHERs 
RUMFUL /.COM SEVEN TH FLT •. . ... 
INFO RUHLHS/CINCUSA~tv.=··· .... ·:: ~·--.,..· ~'-.-:-f-1"--,,,...+-.,....;.._.,~ 
RUMFUAQ/CG Ul MAF ' c_i I n;7y; 1.:~, ' '-, ! . 
RUMFuu ,crF 76 . :-AcMH-f~W'- r· --",· ·r ·t -· - • -"· 

RU~FUUtCTF 78 ; ::MiiSEt . ·"·• --· 1· ... __ ,., ····~·~-· ......... ----·, 
rn;~gg-·g:zR DIV · CofS · ..... 1 ~~- :s. ~ 6 .,/,: 
ZENSA I CORPS. D.C/S(P&P) - 1· -· ------+~·-•-·-·--·--
ZEN/SA 11 .CORPS .· SOS · · · ······---L~------------
ZEN /.SA 111 CORPS =ffl•··-·--- ---·- - ..... J 
ZEN /.SA IV CORPS ---·-·····------·----·l · ___ ---·-····-•····--·----···--····· 

· ZENtSA CMR ........, ____ j 
V,N/.SA RF PF ,........., ____ ....,. 

t tCTE 70,2,1.1 
ZEN /.USATFA ... · -
BT ·• r "' 

 :51968 SECTION ONE OF FIVE 
COM 7TH FLT .... HOLD FOR INFO t:, .. , . 
USMACV SITREP <US GRO\t-JD FORCES) NUMBER 47 FOR PERIOD 09UJ01Z~TO. ·_· 

( .. ,,._ 

ACT: J3-8 ·, 
•.• i'i' .. , , .. , 

INFO: CJCS-1 Jl-1 J4·3 J5·2 SACSA-5 NMCC-1 SAMAA-1 SECDEF-7'· · 
' -~ 

·1;~ 

ASD/1 SA-9 ASD/ IL· 3 ASD/PA-9 ASD/COMP· 1 DI A•.30 W/HOUSE· 3 STATE· 1 ;: 

'i, 

UNCLA',' , · .... ,_;) ,, 

( 1•'1L.t;D L.1. 

/I 
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DEPARTMEN·:r. OF DEFENSE 
NATIONAL MILITARY ildMMAIID C!H1U 

1010002 SEP 6.5 MESSUE CENJEI 
l• 888 , .. I (0910012 TO 101000Z> 
1-, CS) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY& 
- . (A)· OPE RATION PIRANHA CONCLUDED AFTER FOUR DAYS OF SF.ARCH, ·; 
CLEAR AND DESTRUCTION OF TUNNELS, TRU:CHES AND TRAPS, VC CONTACT : 
WAS SPORADIC, RANGING FROM SMALL ARMS FIRE AND SMALL -FIREFIGHS 
TO HEAVY ENGAGEMENT OF THIRTY EIGHT VC BY B 1/7 MARINES ON 9 SEP 
RESULTING lN SEVENTEEN KIA, TWENTY ONE VCC, AND NO FRIENDLY CA• 
SUALTlES, AREA OF OPERATION ON BATANGAN PENlt\SULA AND !ELAND · 
CON TA lNED MANY TUNN as, CAVE s, TRENCHES, BUN ERS, BOOBY TRAPS AND 
PUNJl TRAPS, IT IS EVIDENT VC HAD SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME PRE• 
PARll\G AREA-,FOR DEFENSIVECOMBAT• co~:SIDERABLE QUANTITY OF DRUGS 
AND MEDICINES WERE CAPTURED AND -ARE BEING FORWARDED TO J•2 MACV, 
A VC DOCTOR WOUNDED IN FIREFIGHT AT MOUTH OF TUNNEL DIED DURING· 
lNERROGATlON \llHILE AWAITING MEDICAL EVACUATlm~, BUT DIVULGED THE 
FOLLO\HNG INFORMATION I CAPTIVE ·wAS Sll-lT TO 1'!VN TO TRAIN• HE WAS 
lNFILTRA TED INTO SVN IN APRIL 1Sl64 WI'I'H 300 NVN SOLDIERS• CAP• 
TIVE COULD ONLY STATE THAT HE CAME INTO SVN ACROSS SOME MOUNTAINS• 
STATED HE DID NOT KNOW FINAL DESTWATION OF3012l NVN SOLDIERS 
SINCE HE WAS SEPARATED FROM THEM AT AN \Jt\KNO\•JN LOCATION AND LED 
BY GUIDE TO NGHlA LAN VILLAGE <LOCATION UNKNOWN)M THERE HE 
TREATED VC SICK AND WOUNDED AT•A LARGE HOSPITAL• CAPTIVE HAD 
BErn IN BATANGAN AREA FOR ONLY FIVE DAYS TREATING VC SICK AND r1JNDED • STA TED H HAD NOT TREATED ANY VC FROM OPERATI (}! 

.RLll'E• INTERROGATIONS OF SELECTED INDIVIDUAL VCC/VCS HAVE NOT 
REVEALF.D·•ANY SPECIFIC OB INFORMATIO~J. 

CB) ON S SEP HOA VANG POLICE CHIEF FORWARDED lNFO~ATION 

RECEIVED FROM AG ENT <B•3) THATAN ALLEGED VC CADRE STA TED 1, 4~0 
Ve ~IERE KIA IN OPERATION STARLITE• IN ADDITION, CADRE STATED 
THAT AMONG KIA WAS MAJGEN IN NINE-JU-IE DONG XOAI BATTLE• 
USARPAC NVN OB DATED FIFTEEN MAY 1965 LISTS A COL KICH AS COMMAND• 
INF OR HAVING COMMANDED THE 673D INFANTRY REGIMENT AND 33, INFANTw 
RY BRIGADE. : 
2. () OPERATIONS SUMMARY I 
·· CA) IN THE HUE PHU BAI .TAOR, 3/4 MARINES CONTINUED TO DEFD!D 

VI TA-L- ARF.A AT HUE PHU BAI• SF.ARCH -AND DESTROY MISSION WAS CONDUCT• 
ED BY C&3D RECON FROM YD 79511 

TO YD 796069 WlTH WLEMENTS OF L 
3/7 MARINES IN A B_LOCKING POSIT 100 VIC i YS 796095 • THIS OPERA TLON 

JCS 44316 

.... , ... '. ,.., ," .~, ", ;, ,.. ,· ., ' 
• , • "' J~ " lot. •, •., •,•! ,::" l , ,• •,; , ,, • < < • • : , 
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IIESSAIE CEN'fEI 

YIELDE THIRTY FIVE VCS APPREHENDED VIC YD 790110, 
< B) IN THE DA NANG TAOR, 1 /1 MARIN ES CONTINUED TO DEFEND 

· JTS- SECTOR THROl.tH EMPLOYMrnT -OF PATROLS AND AMBUSHES• AT 092155H 
A D 1/1 MARINES AMBUSH FIRED ON TWO VC WHO FLED• AT 092200H, A 
1/1 MARINE.S RECEIVED SA FIRE FROM DIRECTION VIC -AT 85714. AN 
ARTILLERY MISSION WAS FIRED; SUBSEQUENT SEARCH REVEALED NO TRACE 
OF VC, AT 10002.:SH, D 1/1 MARINES RECEIVED SA FIRE FROM T\i!O VC VIC 
AT 931,717. FIRE WES RETUJa-.JED AND AREA ILLUMH!ATED AND SEARCHED• 
0 NUE PiARlNE \MS WlA• NO VC CASUALTIES, C 1/1 MRINES COMMENCED 
SEARCH AND DESTROY PATROL AT 100715H OF -LA CHAU (2) AREA AT 
945676. BOOBY TRAPS AND SA FIRE ~JERE ENCOUNTERED• ON t MARINE 
\vAS WIA, ONE REGIONAL FORCE <ARVN) ~lAS KIA, AND THREE REGIONAL 
FORCE <ARVN) WERE WIA BY BOOBY TRAPS• EXTENSIVE TUNNELING DISCOV• 
ERED ALONG WITH VC DOCUMENTS, TUNNELS WERE DESTROYED• 2/'5 MA ... · 
RINES CONTINUED ACTIVE DEFENSE OF ITS SECTOR BY AGGRESSIVE PATROL 
AND AMBUSHES. AT 101100H, .G 2/3 MARINES OBSERVED THREE VC ~JITH 
\HJ.PONS VIC A-T 884797, A SUBSEQUFllT EARCH OF ARF.A YIELDED THREE 
VCS• AT 091105H, MSG ·RECEIVED BY 1 /9 MA RINES QUOTING A LOCAL 
AGENT TO EFFECT THAT A VC COMPANY \•lAS GOn:G TO GATHER RICE DURING 
CURRENT HARVEST IN AREA VIC BT 083670 AND BT 084680, ARTEILLERYt 
fiTR AND NAVAL GWFIRt WERE AVAILABLE TO DISERSE ILLEGAL HARVEST-
{ )" IDENTIFICATION OF VC AMONG LEGITIMATE FARMERS WAS CONSIDERED 
QOESTI ONABLE • A 1 /9 HA R!N ES DIRECTED TO CON DUCT SEARCH AND DES• 
TROY OPERATION FORWARD OF BN MLR IN AREA FROM BT 08:5670 TO BT 
085660 AND IN VILLAGE OF CAU HA (2) BT 086667, APPROX 0917UJH 
A 1 / MARIN ES RECE1VED HEAVY SA FIRE AND 60MM AND 81MM MORTAR 
Fl RE; BY 0~1720H FIREFIGHT ENDED• THREE MARIN ES WERE KIA AND 
EIGHT W!A, TvJO VC KIA AND ESTIMT-ED TWENTY TWO VC WIA• SEVEN 
Vee. ELEMENTS OF C 1/9 MARINES REINFORCED A 19 MARINES DURING 
THIS SEARCH AND DESTROY MISS!OO AND SUSTAINED TvlO WIA 'S, 2/9 
MARINES CONTINUED TO OCCUPY POSITIONS SOUTH OF CAU DO-RIVER• AT 
091955H, F 2/'J MARINES RECEIVED ONE ROUND OF SMALL ARMS FIRE FROM 
YEN NE <4> AT- 977676; NO CASUALTIES• G 2/9 ONDUCTED SFARCH AND 
DESTROY,,OPERATION AT 100630H IN QUA -GIANG·-C2) BT )0HWUEFOR ATl<V 
QPQTQTH AND ESTABLISHED COMBAT BASE AT 9~561.5 IN SUPPORT OF ARVN 
OPERATION TO SOUTH• 12 ARTY <-> IRED MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF COMPANY 
SEARCH AND DESTROY-,OPERATION CONDUCTED BY A 1/9 MARINES AT 0·~1615H• 
RTlL'LERY .FO TEAM WITH .. COMPANY HAD ONE KIA AND-,TWO WlA• AT 1'H440H · 
A TOTAL OF 328 RDS WERE FIRED AS LANDING ZOOE PREPARATION FIRE 
FOR HELICOPTER LANDING. OF- 5/3 MARIN ES, A TOTAL OF 12 3 MISSIONS WERE ' 
FIRED DURIN~i THIS. PM-:,AMMO ExPDJDEDI ~026 RDS •. · A/3~ REC~ CONDUGTD 
BT _ .• ,:; · .. :, , . ,. . · · I ··. ' · .· ·· , · · 
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JCS655/11 

HP 448 MAH.53~ .. 
PP RlJEKDA _, ... 
DE RUMSMA 1351J 2541206 
ZNY SSSSS 
P R 1112032 
FM COMUSMACV 
TO l?UEKDA /JCS 
RUHLHQ/CIJ.JCPA C 
R UMF UL tCOMSEV EN TH FLT 
INFO RUHLHS/CINCUSARPAC 
RUMFUAQ/CG :tll MAF 
RUMFUU/GTF 76 
RUMFUU.lCTF 78 

.. ZEN /CG .. USA RV 
ZEN./.CG 2D AIR DIV 
ZEN /.SA I CORPS 
ZENI-SA 11 CORPS 
ZEN ./.SA Ill CORPS 
ZEN /.SA IV CORPS 
ZJ 'SA CMR 
Zfo./.SA RF PF 
ZEN/.CTE 70,2,1,1 
ZEN .LUSA TFA . .. . 
BT .. 

._ff·' • 
I·:•• 

'\ 

.. 
, ' :""'• 

CALL 53337 
FOR WICC/HC 

SERVICE 

su Zl o~z 
•i 

i 
: 

 31968 SECTION TWO OF FIVE 
A RECON OPERATION VIC BS 5393 WHICH KILLED ONE VC AND CAPTUJ!:D 00[ 
RIFLE AND CARTRIDGE BELT• D/3D RECON CONTINUED COMPANY RE--

. CON OPERATIQ-J IN HU£ PHU -BAI- TAOR VIC YD 87UJ WHICH TERMINATES 
ELEVEN SEP, NO VC CONTACT REPORTED• 3D TK CONTINUED IN DIRECT 

' 
.''\-·,. ' 1 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
NATIONAL MILITAIY udMMAND CENIEI 

IIIWI! C!NTD 

SUPPORT OF 3D AND 9nt MARlNES.--tt-/:5D :TK IN SUPPORT OF A 1/9 MA• 
RINES SOUTHEAST OF MARBLE MOUN-TAlN VIC BT 072706, RECEIVED HEAVY 
SA FIRE, T~JO MARINES WIA .. 3/9 MARINES CONTINUED DEFEtlSE 
OF DANANG AlRFl ELD PERIMETER AND CONDUCTED FIFTEEN PATROLS \'1JTH NO 
E!~EMY COi'.:TACTS. 

(C) IN THE CHU LAI TAOR, PLAT FROM C 1/4 MARINES CONDUCTED 
PATROLS IN RESPONSE TO mTELLIGEl,lCE GAINED THROUGH A LOCAL. ltlFOR• 
MAtJT THAT APPROX THIRTY VC \·JERE MOV H:G It-:TO SMALL ISLAND VIC Bt 
4712, AT 100500H, 1 C 1/4 MARINES EMBARKED II··) LVT'S VIC BT 519117J 
LANDED VIC BT 468125, AND SF.ARCHED "ISLAND• tlO VC WERE FOl!-!D, ALL 
LOCAL NATIONALS HAD PROPER lDENT!FlCATIO~l, PATROL DEPARTED ISLAND 
AT 100705H. 2/4 MARINES CONDUCTED PATROLS ·AND ESTABLISHED AMBUSHES 
THROUGHOUT- ,THEIR DEFENSIVE POSIT!Otl $, NO VC CO~TACT, K & M 3/':, 
MARINES CONDUCTED A·, SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION VIC BT 4700 -AND 
SONG TRA BONG RIVER• AT 100710H T~lO CHICOH HAtrn GRD-!ADES \•JERE 
FOUNF VIC BT 615015• AT 101130H, OPERATIOt~ WAS CONCLUDED AND BOTH 
COMPANIES RETURNED TO BN AREA TO PREPARE FOR IMMEDIATE AIRLIFT TO 
DANANG TAOI?. ALL ELEMENTS OF BN CLOSED OBJECTIVE IN DAPANG TAOR 
BY 101840H, .. CONDUCTED EXTI:l~SIVE PATROL ACTIOt{S IN OBJECTIVE ARF.A, 

(D) OPERATION PIRANHA TERMH:ATED AT 101700H WITH RETRACTION 
OF RLT 7 C-) FROM BATANGAN PENINSULA• 1/7 MARINES AND 3/7 MARINES 

( '0NCLUDED· SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS .UJ THEIR ZONES OF ACTION 
.dTH 1/7 MARINES SECURING IN TIME TO BE IN BEACH SUPPORT AREA BY 
112JUJ00H FOR BACKLOADING, 3/7 MARINES SECURED OPERATION$ AND IN 

( 

POSITIONS BY 101230H TO -COMMENCE HELILIFT TO CHU LAA!, TANKS, 

ONTOS AND LVT'S WERE DETACHED BY 100615H IN ORDER TO ARRIVE IN 
BEACH SUPPORT .AREA BY 1006 30H AND COMMENCE BACKLOADING • LAST;. UNIT 
WAS RETRACTED AT 101630/, RESULTS OF OP~I SEE ~1AJOR UNIT- ACTI~NS, 
PA RA ~( EBLM ·· . 

(E5..t1AJOR UNIT ACTIONS& . 1 1 

: .. •· (1) TYPE OF' OPE RAT ION I SEARCH AND DESTROY <INITIATED ' . 
BY AMPHIBIOUS ASSA ULT) 

(2) Alff.A OF OPERATION& QUANG NGAl PROVIt.:CE , 
.( UNITS PART!ClPATUlGI 1/7, 3/7 MARINES; 3D MARU,E 3) . BN ( RVN ) ; 2 / 4 IN F <A RVN ) 
(4) CONTROL HQI HQ, 7TH MARINES 
i5) DTG INITIATED& 070630H 
<6> DTG TERMINATED I 101700H 
.C7> RESULTS& FRD LOSSES (CUM) 

' \,l 
'.' 

KIA I 1 . . 
WIA'& 12 , 

' ' 

ENEMY LOSSES (CUM) 
KIA: 12~; VCCI 46 
(4 WIA>; VCSS 248J 

. ' 
l , 

_; i. 

'' I :, 

•; ',•,·:.·-: . . ~JEAPON S: 1 MAT 49, 1 
FRENCH RIFLE, 3 CAR- l .. 

. BINES, 2 .45 CAL PIS-:- ,, . 

. PAGE 

,,I ... 
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DEPARTMENr- OF DEPENSE 
NAnONAL MILITARY wMMAND C1N1E11 

IIESSAIE CDfl'EI 

(F) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS& 
Cl) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS& TWO 
{2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTSS SIX 
{ 4) TOTAL CONTACTS a EIGHT 
{4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS W/O CONTACTS NINETY NINE 
.(5) SMALL urnT ACTIONS WlTH CONTACT& 

PfWV!NCE/ DATE . . FRD UNIT/ 
COORD!NA'f.E TIME, ACTlOO LOSSES · 
QUANG NGA! HU0!)0H PATROL A/lST RECON 
BS .535940 NONE . 
QUANG NAM 100025H DEF N D 1/L 
AT S45G76 PSN WI.At 1 , 
QUANG NAM 100715H PATROL C 1 /1 
AT 945676 WlAt 1 
THUA THIEN NOT RPTD PATROL C & L 'J/4 
YD 790110 NONE 

·QUANG NAM 101100H PATROL G 2/3 
AT 88 4797 NONE 
QUANG NAM 091520 H PATROL A l C 1 /9 
BT 08666 7 KIA I :S ·• 

WIA a 11 

ENEMY UNIT/ 
LOSSES 
Ut·!K 

KIA I 1; SAi 1 
UNK 
NONE 
UNK 
NONE 

UNK 
vcsa 35 
UNK 
VCSI 3 
UNK 
KIAi 2 
KIA a 22 < EST) 
vcca 7 

Q!n1~VNAM 1020H PATROL V /9 
AT 98688 .• QA C 

UNK 
KIAi 

QANVNAM PPYEH QGOL V /9 UNK 
B PEYl ·· NME VC 
3. ( PANS SUMA :R KSBNHHE HUEPHU 85 .. G ME RIFWCO FROM MARINS 
ILL CONDUCT PATROL AND ESTABLISH A- BLOCKIV POSITIMUT YD 
930140 C SUPPORT OF ARVN OPERATION. ONE.'PLAT OF L 3/4 RINES 
\ULL ESTABLISH NIGHT AMBUSH POSITIONS YD 830120, 

, •.. ;~ ...... ~ 

TZGYYQCMT IN THE DANANG TAOR, 1/1 MARINES WILL CONTINUE TO CON .. 
DUCT PATROL AND ESTABLISH AMBUSHES FORWARD OF ITS MLR POSITIONS,. 
2/ 3 MARINES WILL CONCENTRATE ON PAT.ROLLING WESTERN SECTOR OF TARO 

. WLTH ONE PLAT OF E 2/J MARINES AND ONE PLAT OF G 2/'J MARIJ\ES, ONE 
PLAT OF E 2/3 MARINES WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL EAST ·OF MSR, H ,2/'5 
MARINES WILL REMAIN IN BN RESERVE AND PATROL RED BEACH TWO, A & D · 

. 1/9 MARINES (~) REINFORCED WITH TANKS AND ONTOS WILL OCCUPY POSI• 
T.tONS VIC LXA.': HE HAMLET BT 090670; MISSION OF THIS ·FORCE WILL BE: 

. TO DSY VC ACCESS TO RICE Flll..DS TO NORTH AND FAST OF CAN BIEN 
· BT.· . • ;,, . . 

( 

. ' 

. ' 
_,,, ! 

(,' . 

': I' .•• 

,/,, ~?.r. 
,f ' 1
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DECLASSIFIED 

·  4tJEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE-

~ { 
NAr10.NAt MILITARY i;uMMAND ':ENTER 

MESSAGE CENTER 

\ 

JCS'/45'/11 SEC 3 OF 4 4 3 1 6 

PHP 470MAH5.53 
PP l~UEKDA 
DE JWNSMA l 352J 2541206 
ZN Y SSSSS .. 

Ct\L L :i3337 
: !i , : , i .: C i MC 

,:.· r: P ' 1 1 C r:-
, ., L .. l \ t , ._ 

P R 11120 32 
FM GOM USMA CV 
TO RUEKDA I JCS 
FWHLHQ/CJ t~CPA C 
1~ UMFUL/.COMSEVE!J THFLT 
INFO RUHL HS/CHJ CUSARPAC 
RUMFUAQ/CG UI l"fAF 
RUMFUU/CTF 76 
F!UMFUU/CTF 78 
ZEN ICG .. USA RV 
ZEN /.CG 2D AIR DIV 
ZEN/. SA I CORPS 
ZEN /.SA 1 I COF?PS 
ZEN /.SA I U CORPS 
ZEN /SA IV CORPS 
ZEN /.SA CMR 
ZEN /. SA RF PF 

I. :EN /.GTE 70 .2.1.1 
\ zn.! /-USA TFA.. . 

 31968 SECTION THREE OF FIVE 

9 12 

----r·-' 
) 

'. ,' I : 1t.'~. 
', ~ 1• 

. ' 

~;; ::.Q 
( • .J l 

I?IVEI<• SEVEN SQUAD SIZE PATROLS AND ONE LVTP•FIVE PATROL WILL BE 
CON DUG TLlh Hl RJi.:E: AMBUSHES, FOUR Ll STEN HlG POSTS Al': D TH REF SCOUT 
St,JJ.Pfl~ TrAMS \•JILL BE ESTABLISHED. 2/9 MARlUE:S \rJlLL COl,:TrnUE TO 
OCCUPY POSIT I 01-1 S SOUTH OF CU DO RI VER• SIX PATROLS, THREE AM-
BU SHi:S, FIVE LISTENING POSTS AND THREE: SCOUT St:IPER TEAMS \,JILL BE 

ACT .... ,J3-8 

INFO . CJCS-1 SJCS-1 J4-3 JS-2 SACSA-5 NMCC-1 SAMAA-1 SECDEF-7 

ASD/ISA-9 ASD/IL-3 ASD/PA-9 ASD/COMP-1 DIA-30 W HOUSE-3 

STATE-1 CSA-2 CN0-2 CSAF-2 CMC-7 NIC-1 CIA-4 NSA-4 FILE-1 
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DECLASSIFIED 

.  t,)RPARTMICNJ' (,)}l" DEFENSE-
NATIONAL MILITA!lY iil,IMMAND CENTER · · 

MESSAGE CENTER 

.~ONDUC:'ED DURH1G_ NIGHT OF TEN SEP. A/3D RECOi·i IS PLM.J!,'.lNG RECOJ\1-
~\,A~SSA~lCE OPERA1IOl<S VlC AT 8467 COMMENCING 101830H A~:D TERMJNA­
lihG 121700H. D/3D RECON rs PLANNll\G OPERATIONS VJC BT 1262 COM­
MENCING Tl<lELVE SEP• 

(G) JN THE CHU L-Al TAOR• B 1/4 MARINES (-) WILL EXECUTE 
OPD?ATION VICEROY, LANDING -BY HELICOPTERS 1N LZ BT 449058 AT 
110Cl 5H Aim CONDUCT COMBAT PA Tl~OL TO HAMLET OF KY SA!'!H BT 445055 
TO DESTROY C 

VES, ONE PLAT vJILL RETURN TO MLR AT 111700H. RE­
MAlNHlG PLAT \HLL RETURN TO MLR ON 12 SEP• ONE RIFLE CO OF 2/4 
MARli~ES vlILL CONDUCT OPERATION GOOSE, A COMBAT PATROL, FROM 110700H 
TO lllG00H VIC BT 4502• 

( D) DURING NEST HlEN TY FOUR HOURS THIRD 1'1A RJ.l'-:E DIV ISlON 
tH LL COl'WUCT SEVErTH EIGHT PATROLS AND ESTABLISH T\'JEPTY FIVE 
AMBUSHES, 
11. HF/\DOUARTERS, US ARMY TASK FORCE ALPHA C09100lZ TO 1010002) 
1, --(S) INTfLLIGENCE SUMMARY: NO SIGNIFICA~:T EN ACTIVITY REPORT­
ED DURING PERIOD· 1ST AIR CAV DIV (--) & 2/'l MARINES REPORTED no 
EN CONTACT• 1ST BDE, 101ST ABN DIV-RECEIVED SA FIRE VIC BR 
465433. A/3.26 ENGR RECIEVED SA FIRE FROM UNK LOCATIOt-1° 2/502 
INF CAPTUHED 12 VC INCLUDHiG ONE HAMLET CHIEF AViD 6 GREFADE.S• 1/327 
INF, COHDUCTJPG OPU COLDSTEEL, FOUND MAMY C VES AND CAMOUFLAGED 

If ~TRUCTURES VJ, C BR 398512• CAVES AND STRUCTURES vJERE DESTROYED• TF 
~ .iMlSEl.1 FffCEIVED SA FJRF FROM 12 PERSm,1s MOVING vlEST TO EAST VIC BR 

4'/4442. NO Kl·JONvl CHANGES TO E1< ORDER OF BATTLE+ El1 CAPABJLITJES 

( 

At: D PROBABLE COURSES OF A CTI ON RENA IN UMCHAtiG ED• 
~. (S) OPE:RATIO\'!S SUMMARY: 
.. (A) 1ST BDE, 101ST ABN• BDE CONTINUED OPN HIGHL/H!D .. on1 

COLDSTEEL (USMACV S!TREP 45) WAS U:ITJATED BY l/32'7 INF AT 100200H. 
1/32.7 JJ,F .( ... ) COMDUCTED SEARCH Mm DESTROY OPN WJ.TH TWO cos v)HJCH 
HH'ILTRATED-TO ASSEMBLY Af~EAS tHTHil< AREA OF OPS. AT FIRS'!' LIGHT 
10 SEP, B;~(-) STARTI<D S~'lEEP vlITH Tt-JO CO'S ABREAST. Al.WTHEl1 RIFLE 
co t•.JAS AJi~LAJrnrn ON A BLOCKlliG POSJTIO!< .vrr: BR 387533t ASTRIDE 
THI AXJ.S OF ADVAl'-:CE, StvEEPING FORCE MOVED TO\l,1AFW l .. HlK-UP, DES­
TROYED BUNKEHS: COl'lCEALFD HUTS, AND pu;.:JJ. STAKES El .. ROUTE• THr: 
ULOCi\H:c FORCE AMBUSHED VC PATROL It-:FLJ.CTJNG 9 KIA CBC), 4 VC WIA 
Al~D 4 vcc; F'RIGrnLY LOSSES TOTAL 5 t:HA, H:CLUDlNG 3. 
AS A RESULT OF STEPPING O{l PUN JI STAI<ES • ELE.l1E!HS vJJ.LL COMPLFTJ< 
LHJK.,,UP, ASSUME DEFENSIVE POSTURE AND SEPD OUT AMBUSH PATROLS 
DUI?H:G THE: NIGHT• SEARCH All D DESTROY MI SSI OL \HU. BE RESUMED AT 
FIRST LIGHT 11 SEP. ELEMENT OF 2/502 INF, ACTillG on lNF'O f?ECEIVED 
FROM 2 V C PlUSO!JERS CAPTURED THE -PREVJ O us DAY, co;s; DUCT F]) SEARCH 
OF VILLAGE (THUOI-;G SON (4) BR 637477 BY Oi'·!E RIFLE: co~ AT FIRST 
LIGHT, CO (-,..) SWEPT THROUGH VILLAGE CAPTURH'.G VC HAMLET C!-lIEF MlD 
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a)EPARTMENT OF DEPENSE-
• NATIONAL MILITARY li~MMAND CENTER · 

MESSAGE CENTER 
.,. 

12corn.s:.;}D COMBAT GlJERitlLLAS. Old.' PldSC:-:rR LE)) SE/1RCHifG 
El.EMEilT TO A C/\CrlF or 5 H/1],:v··· (:J'.,f';·,AnJ,'S, '1,(: '1•f'! .. f>Q\ 1 C)· 1;·r, 1,1\·[J, 

~ I I • •, ,1- """' \ '.,,/' 1 >- I;, -, J > .. ~ \., ••' • ' 

(1) TF W\i!SD" /1SSJSTED 0PERhThX: ~.J.l VU-? FlJ1SH (A ~•D'dTE 
SFCUE\TY OPN) '£1, COOF?DH1flTHli! iHTrl J"i COf1f'S Ct.RV;-:). /\T 09081011 
·rr: H/\l~-(i,: OPFJ<ElJ Arrn SECt1m~D Hl·lY 19 FIWM BP 4;:,,5Li43 TO BR ?19461 
LlL'fJL l01915Jt, /1.SSJ STHJG 150 /\}~V:-1 V}JJU:1 ;:~·: TC; Vil•l<F W)l:l'D TF'l?S 
Uf']'l,JjJ';., Ql;t ;.:1--10;,) f'l.j.il) PLFJi<U, TF 1/18 JI-iF cc:•'i';_.t-rs 1HF'E1 SF CF 
UDE T/1 cm ( l?E/\ f?) ,. T1.-.'0 ( 2) s crn· 1 l· s \:JERE: FL ()l•t: 1 ;: SUPPOI?T OF Off' 
C(;LJ1STHJ, SOFr'fJ.}.S PRF:PAFffD LZS PR10l< TO TRoopq~s Lf\:'!I.il:'G• SJX 
F]W. MlSSl-OlJS \Jf\?l·' FilfrD L. StlPPOFtf OF B!H OP:'., FXPr\<)lJ:"G 524 
l?l)S. BDE C:Ol~DUCTl·D 18 SMALL U:.JT ACTTOHS DUfd.i'G TEE P!<.ldOD, 
·nrnEr: SMALL Ui'<lT ACTIONS I·1ADE C0PTACT 11:JTH \iC El f}ffl".'f::-;. }Nr Cl 
PSY OP; ✓ T})1M COtJDUC1TD P/1CTFJCATI0I: Bf(IEf'f: C I:. /It TM! (5)$ BI? 
l-!88451; APP1(0X 300 P.TTF.tllH~lJ, SJC!'1 G/\LL VAS CO'..i'UCH)) 1\::-LUY (1) 

lrn 48.5432, 'f.5 PE:r{SOHS i1iEf!E TREATE11,. MED Sl:PPL IFE.; t·lEJ<E }<ECFJVF.! 1 

HWM USOM FOI? SlC:f< CALL PlWGPAM, PSY WP.Fff/\kl1 L.fl1FLFTS \·;E:I~t: I?E~ 
CEJV FD FOi? USE H-i BDE A REA. 

( ' I DV C · 'AR'f S" ATR "'~V S'''B"'''D···, /·'l''F· ''li:;r1e•.·1··s OF~ B, \.' /.i.!s;,E P Y, 1 I - , I.ti• ... u·un,.!,,\ ', r ,.''rY ..... 
DJV .. (-) P/\l?TlCJPATED I\: A PfrACTICF ALERT HWM l63v) ·- 174'), V: 11$ 
M/\j\:1:ED DE.n:r\STVE POSITJOi-:S l'JJTH i''.O MA.JOI? ;·,:•rii:-:ill•.11 h!<l:/\S nr­
TECTEl:, t·JORJ<: l)J([JdLS PF?EPJ\.Jnl'-'C u;11-r L0C/\Tl/J.l'S HJ\VT 

, 'MPLEHll APPROX 35 Pfl2CEi<T OF' OVfR/\lI. TA~;'.h OF CLFArn:c l3HUSr: 
,,,D SUHVE:Y M/1J'rl'1filG DlV B/\S::: Ar?[/\, /I TOTAL OF 27.3~• lFDJ(,'.;•>·ous 
PIF,SCJ(:l-1 El \.ffffr E:llPLOYEJ) H'. CLff\l?Il'G BRUSE F,~on PW1POSH\ EC\ JPI\D 
/IF?LAS •. PU,cUE n:oCUl/1TJO:·- s t-HIRE RECEIVED BY ~;5 CJVIl rnns F'}WM 
THE' VJ.I.Lf1GF OF /It: TAM (3) l'.' f, JQT;;T EFFOl'?T BEH:EEl l:S 11r:D ViST= 
::/,i·ffSF MEJJJCAL PLI?SON!<F.l.• PHYSJ.CAL D:J1MS PEF/n)RMED BY US DOCTOHS 
ffr VE/11 ED Cl ;,:n.J C SES OF ·PlAG UF • 

(C) 2.n M/\Fdt,:i'S, E &. F 'G/'i ViARH:J<S co;.'I)Ur:TJ,l) SEJ\f~CH M'D 
VES TlWY P/\ T}WL S ,1 N -SEC TOI"? \{ITH OUT cm:TA CT. A;, [ 'd./7 MA !H1•!E S OP 
it: CA M01\G~ CR 043130~ m:CFJVFD A Old:.: MAr PROBE., UHO Ffl?ED o:·E HD 
OF Sh F!J?l;~ FTJ/V i·,1/\S RETUr?i ED /1.t-lD 0:-F CRH'I\Ifr TJ-;f?Q\!Ji1 d'Y US PEr,-
SOi-Ji"Fl; H-:DlVJJ)U(1.J •. F'lf]) •. Q!.L l1~/'dnJ:f,, \•)AS v]JA. \· 1[Ttl MII:Or, \•)OU1\:D 
;: OT m OUJ: FU l1JG FVf.1 C V2 Mf1-T-Hl · FS CCW'l'J; l.JFD J?Ofl D S E'ClJJH Y l\ LMG 
JWUTI o;;r J,:c;TB X X 1..JOic i1MCl'T/.i,CT RFVi~TFD L/7 Vi,/\1~.li:ES 
CViDUCTl:D .Sf.ARCll/li,:D DESTIO, OI!GS Ft'?M OGG SF -M!CP 
HSQ 1;1,1r;11tJCH}?EVF?Zil t,UVl! ISZJ~rn LIV ZD XDICI\Pf,, 1 D 
0 l•;y H:Q\•,';:y X ?U \H Cl Cr? OPVi\-lPM FFU P.JCf ?W•i X 
FIE lO'lYH liJPHU l:JJ ii'I.. Cii?PV:UQYP TO e.:01 CVJL 1/\;:[;: /\.DMii·)"l~UZfn~D I. lillfDM 
J.:liO'1 /\Jl) 0 37 GVH l1\HS t[ PHU TAJ (4), 
l? D M/\ ,JG Ui< TT Fi C TT Oi' ~;: lff 
n·r 
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;~~W,,~\\,U•.J . .otl•~~•.;i.i'.<4:----·~----·-· ---_,_..,_. __ 
" ' 

~ - -..... 
'.~-i<·.t •• ~·-.,.:-ffv~;~, !-.-\~·;\·.\., ... , .. ·,\_::,'.i., ~'.":.f• ••\ :.•:,:_,_~ •· ~ -t,:.< •::.-'/ ... ,:: 
. I 

,, ; 

. '. 
,;sEcii.oN 4 ·.&·s ~oF · 4 4 3 I 6 

.. I' 

JCS795/11 j,t_ I CALL 53337 
· · . · · · : .. · . :·;. . .. , t' · FOR N-HCC/MC . , 

VVPHB!O 75 V · . 11AH5!)'G· · i;{°Y·~•·:::,.,,·"'' ,,: .. ,: 'f<.·,: ·,'. ., · · · i ', .. ,,., ·,,,.•. ~ , .• ,, .• :,· ·" ,,, lf.•i\<i'·i· l,j· •. · -s·E'RVICE · ' PP RUEJ<DA · .. · . : :. . ····:.:••·: ·:•:: --:.· '!~ .. '.:·'':• ;,,;,.•,'-'/' ... ,.,,,i.·.•":. .. • . ., .. ,,. .. , .. ,:'"·;' 

DE RUMSMA 1353J 2S4~~'66 
ZNY SSSSS . · : . 
P R Ul2f0.3Z i 

" FM COMUSMACV 
TO RUEKDA/ JCS : 1 /~: 

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC : ;<,;{;· · · .. '.'.: .1 . .. ) 

RUMFULtCOMSF.:VENTHFLT ... ' I • ,,';,,' i' t 

INFO RUHLHS/_ClNCU$A~PA~ ,: 1 , 
1,N-' · ,: ', J 1 1 ~· ' \ 

RUMFUAQ/CG, I.II MAF .. ·: >;, i • '· ,· " • · • . · . / ! , 1' / i· .i I •. 

RUMFUU/GTF•.76-;,°•;_,',rl·('..:;. . ::."·i:; .. ;.:J;_,;1 1
1

'•: 

RUMFUU.<CTF 78 ·.;,::-... : :,•: -~- · .I .,, · .. , . '·. 1 ., • ,. • · · • 

.· · ZEN/CG ·usARV · ,: · · 11·' , 1 • · •. , •• ·, ,, ,·. i · ·: . 1 

· zr;-N.tc·G·~2D .,~-"'·v· ::,t · · · : ':.·t: .. J:\· ' ... • -.1::,.· .. ·•.·\.>·. 
I ·: .. ;., ·. •.' .... , . ' ;. ·· _.:::, ... ti!,~\:; 11!\f,_,• ·\· .. " • 1·1'•. '. . .:~.-.:·\',_•': •':.'./ 1 ' ,,'. •.• .• .'' .•. 

· . . . ZENtSA I CORPS '· · • 1 
~ • j, . 

. ZEN/.SA. !I CORPS ' ,, .. I • ' • I ' ·( t:~~~: i•~c8~:~s . ' ' . 'i 0

, .•:,:::),.: -;/, :·,, ,i• •,;::•I //I,\' 
1 

ZEN~SA CMR ! . ::. . ;: ' t 
ZEN r<SA RF Pf. . , ; . \ : ., ,J 

• ZEN/.CTE 1ra.2.J,1 · 1 : · ?·. ;,..· 
ZEN /.USATFA / , · 1/ ; ,1;:, 

 ~1~61{ SECTION FOUR OF FIVE.·:, .. ,,J/ ,. 

i . . 
·, . 
I' 

· ( 1) TYPE _OF OPERATION;· ROUTE AND AREA' SECURITY 
(2) AREA OF OPERATION: BlNH DINH .PROVINCE 

(3) UNITS PARTlClPATINCa 1ST IilDE, 101ST AilN DIV <-> 
. < REIN F > 

(4) CGNT~L flQ~ .. HQ, 1ST l3DE, 1'HST ABN 

ACT; J3-8 
•' 

' . . , \; 

9 ll I 9 53 Z 
• ' I ,' 

I 

t" • I 

" I 

< ·~~ I ~~ t' i 

,,_, :·. •i > j, ',. 

. ' ,. 

'. ; I•, ' . , . • '.,' 
. ., \: 

{: 

,.·· > ·r 
'.•,t'1, 

' ', 1 ' . ' 
INFOr CJCS .. 1· J1·HJ·4-3 JS-2 SACSA•5 NMCC-1 SAMAA.•1 SECOEF-7 ,. 

• • ' , ••!•• t,, • ' •• : 1, :,' f i { I 'v •\.~I•,., ~ •~I~. t .·,.•, 14 ·::' t ,• 

. ASD/ISA•.9·.A~Q/.11.•3 ASD/P.A-9 A.SD/COMP-·1 OIA-30 W/HOUSE···3 
' • '/. I •• 

· ... ·sTATE-1 ~csA~2 CN0~2 CSAF-2 CMC-7 NIC-1 CIA-4 NSA-4 FILE~1(108)YJS/ 
f,f}}: . . . ·: \' '.; . . ; 
.i~:;\:-i., · . · .•• . . . . PAGE 1 OF ,5 PAGES 

>- :\'1.; ' .·: )· :. . ! 
. -~ ; 

.. 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 
I 



DECLASSIFIED 

1 • J, ti ,iljM'1 

(5) DTC INITIATED& 250500H 
KYL »T, TERMINATED& OONTINUINC: 
(7) RESULTSI FRD LOSSES (CUM) ENEMY LOSSES <CUM) 

K lA I 3 K IA i 3 8 C i3 C > ; 
WIAa 1, KlA: 36 CEST)J 

(E) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS: 
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS& NONE 
(2) TOTAL »AY CONTACTS& ONE 
(3) TijTAL CONTACTS& ONE 

WIA: 22; WIA& 12 (EST) 
VCC& 46; VCS: 278 
4 PACK HORSES KILLED 

5. GRENADES 

(4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS W/0 CONTACT& TWENTY THREE 
(5) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WITH CONTACT: 

PROVINCE/ .DATE FRD UNIT/ ENEMY UNIT/ 
COQRDINA'fE TIME ACTION LOSSES .. U>SSES 
BlNH DINH NOT RPTD PROBE , E 2/7 MARINES UNK 

, CR 043130 WIA& 1. UNK 
._ >• < S > P l..ANS SUMMARY: ---

( 

(A> 1ST iDE, 101ST ABN DIV. iDE PLANS CONTINUATION OF OPN 
HIGH.LANI> AND 1/327 INF WILL CONTINUE OPN CQLDSTEEL. 
PATROLLlN~ AND AMiUSHES WILL iE CONDUCTED WITHIN THE TAOR 
DURING NEXT 24 HOURS• 

Ci) ADVANCE PARTY, 1ST AIR CAV• DlV C•) TO CONCENTRATE 
MAXIMUM EFFORT ON CLEARING BRUSH FROM HELIPAD AREA WHICH IS ,0 
PERCENT. c·oMP:u:TED. ,-SURVEY- WORK CREWS w ILL CONTINUE TO LAYOUT 
SUBORDINATE UNIT AREA• 

· CC) 2/7 MARINES• H 2/7 MARINES TO CONTINUE SEARCH AND 
DESTROY P.ATR~LS AN» AMBUSHES THROUGHOUT Nl~HT QF 10 SEP• AT 
l1i83jH 2/7 MARINES WILL COMMENCE HELlLlFT FROM PATROL BASE TO 
iN CP FOR--DEPLOYMENT IN EASTERN SECTOR OF TAOR• E & F 2/7 MARINES 
TO CONDUCT PATROL AND AMiUSH ACTIVITY WITHIN SECTOR AT 110800H, 2/7 
~RINES RECON PLAT TO BE HELILIFTED TO US SPECIAL FORCES CAMP CR · 
043331• PLAT TO SET UP PATROL BASE AT CAMP AND CONDUCT RECON 
SQUTH OF ~RID LINE~, AND NORTH OF GRID LINE 29 EAST OF SFECIAL 
FOR CE S CAMP• 
Ill• 1,73D ABN WE (l)ELAYEP REPORT FOR PD iS1fi01 Z TQ ~~1~i0Z> 
1. (.S)- lNTELLIGENCE SUMMARY& 1/RAR AND E/17 CAV REPORTED HEAR"' 
lNG SA FIRE. VIC VlLLA',E, YT ifl19 AT 2B21 -AND 211'1 _HRS• NO C0N"" 
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t;-~J•. -.. -
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1\CT WAS MADE. FROM lf.U0 - '·1245 HRS, AERIAL RECON WAS FLOWN OVER 
.. WAR ZONE "D"•· THE OBSERVER REPORTED CART AND FOOT TRACKS ON THE 

ROAD BETWEEN YT ~'71()348 AND YT 106344• GROUND FIRE WAS RECEIVED 
FROM VIC YT 080348. FIRE WAS RETURNtO, RESULTS UNKNOWN. GROUND 
FIRE WAS RECEIVED AND SEVERAL HUTS WERE SEEN IN THE AREA VIC YT 
143'7 AND YT 1,3s. TRAIL RUNNING N • S FROM YT ~34222 TO YT 
•!()54267 SHOWED EVIDENCE OF VERY HEAVf FOOT AND CART TRAFFIC• NE 
OF HILL 58, YT ~525, ONE INDIVIDUAL WAS SEEN RUNNING INTO THE 
UNDERGROWTH• ~3 VC SUSPECTS ANO 3 CONFIRMED VC DEFECTORS CAPTURED 
2Y ELEMENTS OF THE 2/16 INF lREINF) DURING CONDUCT OF SEARCH AN» 
DESTROY OPERATION IN TAOR 7•65. THEY ARE PRESENTLY UNDERGOING 
INTERRO~ATION• NI,HT AERIAL REOON FLOWN OVER THE BDE AREA ON 9 
SEP, REVEALED •NO ENEMY ACTIVITY• 

· 2. CS) OPERATIONS SUMMARY: BDE CONTINUED TO DEFEND BIEN HOA 
AREA WITH SQUAD AND PLAT PATROLS, AND CO OPERATIONS, AND 
ONE iN OPERATION THROUGHOUT T~t SECTOR. DURING NI,HT OF 9-10 
SEP, FOUR PLAT AN).) ELEVEN SQUAD PATROLS WERE CONDUCTED• A TOTAL 
OF FOURTEEN AMiUSH SITES WERE ESTABLISHED BY THESE PATROLS; NEG 

( ENEMY CONTACT• 2/16 INF CONTINUED SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION• 
li2/503 OCCUPIED AREA G2 1 AT ~9083,H AND B l/503 OCCUPIED AREA 

,, 211, AT 1191120H AND WILL REMAIN TVERNIGHT• NO ENEMY CONTACT• 
..- ,,, it 16 INF CP ESTABLISHED AT Y S 1GG998i ALL OTHERS REMAIN UNCHANGED• ~fr: .. 3/.319 ARTY, 161 ARTY (RNZA>, 1/7 ARTY <->, AND C 8/6, ARTY CONDUCT• 

· 'El) FlRE MISSIONS (NUMBER UNKNOWN>, EXPENDING 445 RDS• 

( 

(A> MAJQR UNIT ACTIONS: 
(1) TYPE OF OPERATION: SEARCH AND DESTROY 
(2> AREA OF OPERATION; BIEN HOA PROVINCE 
(~> UNITS PARTICIPATING& 211, INF (REING> <ERRONEQUS• 

.. LY l?IPORTED PREVlQUSLY AS 2/18 INF) 
(4) CONTROL HQ: HQ: 2/16 INF 
(5) DTG INITIATED& 081700H 
(6) DTG TERMINATED: CONTINUING'. 
(7) RESULTS& FRI> LOSSES (CUM) :ENEMY LOSSES (CUM> 

NONE VCSI 93 

<&> SMALL UNIT ACTIONS: 
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: NONE 
(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS& NONE 
(3) TOTAL CONTACTS& NONE 

. VC l>EFECTORS I 3 

(4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS W/0 CONTACT& SEVENTEEN' 
lV• 11,D AiN XFE (i91~01Z TO •010002> 
1 • ( S) lNTELL-IQENCE SUMMARY: 2/16 INF REPORTED ARMED HELICOPTER 

. ~!~~!f~~~w~~~E "~J;· ;51~;:9::!. Y ia:6~iii~o~iE;'~i~~R~~ i:E FIRE 
JilT. 
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DE RUMSW\ l 35 4J 2.5 4120 6 
.ZNY SSSSS 
P R 1112032 
FM COMUSMAGV 
TO RUEKDA /JCS 
RUHLHQ/Clt.i.CPAC 
RUMFULtNOMSEVENTHFLT 
INFO RUHLHS/CINCUSARPAC 
RUMFUAQ/CG lrl I MAF 
RUMFUU/GTF 76 
RUMFUUtCTF '.78 
ZEN /CG •• USA RV 
ZEN /.CG 2D AIR DIV 
ZEN.tSA I CORPS 

DECLASSIFIED 

CALL 5333~:­
FOf< IH·!CC/~U 
SERVIC~) 

9 It 1 s 53-Z-

ZEN/.SA II CORPS 
( ·tN -tSA I II CORPS 
-... EN/.SA IV CORPS 
ZENtSA CMR 

( 

ZEN tSA RF PF 
ZEN /.CT E 70 .2.1.1 
ZEN .LUSA TFA- ...... 
BT .. 

   31968 FINAL SECTION OF FIVE 
IN TWO INSTANCES, RESULTS UNKNOWN• FIVE VC SUSPECTS WERE APPRE• 
HENDED DURING CONDUCT OF 2/16 INF- -SFARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONJ 
lNTERROGATI ON OF SUSPECTS CONTINUES, AT 145 0 HRS, AN AGENT REPORT 
SPEICIFIED A VC BATTALION VIC YT 022226 WITH 16 AA WEAPONS, BAT~ 
TALIOO WAS REPORTED MOVING SOUTH TOWARDS XT9961.57 WITH MISSION : 
TO ATTACK BIEN HOA AIR BASE ON NIGHT OF 10 OR 11 SEP WITH MORTARS• 
ARTILLERY FIRED CN SUSPECTED VC BN POSIT ION; RESULTS UNKNOWN., 

i 
I 
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AERIAL RECON OF SAME AREA REVEALED NO UNUSUAL AC!TlVY. AERIAL 
TffCON NORTH OF BDE AREA REVEALED ROAD BLOCK BY VEHICLE-S AT XT 
'/8 4l!95, XT 788 ~ 1, XT 787 466 AND XT 786 47 .5, AND ROAD BLOCK ED BY 
Tl~EES AT XT 78539G, xr 786404, XT 790417 AND XT 793433. FOXHOLES 
1.JU<E SIGHTED AT XT 6.58443 AND XT 745395. 
~. CS) OPERATIONS SUMMARY: BDE CONTINUED TO DEFEND BIEN HOA 
ARJrn \tllTH SQUAD AND PLAT PATROLS, CO OPE RATIONS, AND ONE BN OPERA• 
TlOl•l THROUGHOUT THE SECTOR• DURING NIGHT OF 9-10 SEP, 14 AMBUSHES 
ViERE ESTABLISHED, 2 CO SIZE AND ONE PLAT SIZJ[ POSITIONS vJERE OCCU­
PIED At,S SIX OP'S WERE MANNED. B 1/503 ICCUPIED AREA B11 OVER• 
NIGHT AND CLOSED BN POSITION AT 101010H, B 2/503 OCCUPIED AREA 
C!::! OVERNIGHT AND CLOSED BN POSITION AT 100930H; NEG ENEMY CONTACT. 
2/16 INF COMPLETED SE'ARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION, RETURNil'-!G TO 
BASE CAMP AT HH700H; 3/319 ARTY, 161 
AfffY CRNZA), 1/7 ARTY Co,\), AND C8/6 ARTY CONDUCTED FIRE MISSIONS 
<NUMBER UNKNOWN), EXPEl~DING 515 RDS• 

f 

<A> MAJOR UN l'f ACTIONS: 
.. (1) TYPE OF OPERATION: SEARCH AND DESTROY 

{2) AREA OF OPERATION: BIEN HOA PROVINCE 
.C3) UNITS PARTICIPATING: 2/16 INF (REINF) 
{4) CONTROL HQ: HQ, 2/16 INF 
{5) DTG INITIATED: 081700H 
( 

. ) DTG TERMINATED: 101700H 
(7) RESULTS& FRD LOSSES <CUM) 

NONE 
B~EMY LOSSES (CUM) 
vc S: 98 
VC DEFECTORS: 3 

ZELQYQCHT SMALL U:.JIT ACTIONS: 
Cl) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: NONE 
.(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS: NONE 
.(3) TOTAL CONTACTS: NONE 
.C4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS iaJITHOUT CONTACT: TWENTY THREE 

GP.-4 .. 
BT: 
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... 

Jiff. CG F'MFPAC 
TO RUECEtYC~:c 
3T 

, \ . . 
S E C H 
i'-?EFr A(,I 

, , .}~.-... .,,..·~\aJ,..,_,~·.,;,~u;, l.1Allti,.;.,,w,i1:,.,""'"lii-...Mllllil"~""' .. ,,.,~.~ ~:II.lilt;~~• c: T SEC'!' X Oii l ~'.?. c;,;,_. 

CG F,'.F'P,\C 1305301:, ?117!/, ,,.c AND 2.A f.;;" B., 
CG Ff:r'.F'PAC l 6C5 H0l II PAHA 2 GE er,,. 

Co COEUSfr.ACV 23,~82 !Z PUG, PARA 3A ( 1) (PASE.P) w 
D., CG FMFPAC f.~7D&.?0Z flUG

1 
PMM 2A 

E-o M·1EMli4SSY SA:GON 20tJL~47Z 
Fr. CCiqJSr:AcV M 11107., PAI~P, l.A AND 5 oA CPA.SEP) 
Go C01i:us~:ACV f.l6J H:J5Z 9 PAf?A !oA CPASf:P) 
Ht, cm;usr<ACV S0PPYZ AUe 

II 
f>lH~A l .A 

r. COM[JS~iA.CV 23,~R21l ,~uG, ,'.:lARt\ 3.,A (PASEP) 

-
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