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OPERATION 8

MCCC, HQS, USMC

MCCC, 1QS, USMC

MCCC, HQS, USMC

MCGC, HQS, USMC

0D Msg 1923402 Aug 65,

CHO Mep 1923412 Aug 65,

CG,I11,MAF  Msg 200610ZAug65

FMFPAC  Msg 200815Z Aug 65,

JCS Memo for White House
Situation Room 20 Au
65 ’

MCCC,HQSs, USMC 20 Aug 65,

L T T e

.4-

TARLITE 18«24 AUG 1965

(1) USMC MAP STARLITE STATISTICS
(SEE LEFT SIDE OF FOLDER)

(2) SUMMARY OF OPERATION STARLITET
(Pgs 1 thru 21)

MCCC HQS, USMC SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT
INTI:REST PERIOD 180601 =190600 Aug 1965
OPERATION STARLITE

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFI1CANT INTEREST
PERIOD 190601 - 200600 Aug 1965

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 200601 -~ 210600 Aug 1965

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 210601 - 220600 Aug 1965

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 220601 - 230600 Aug 1965

SUBJ: PRESIDENT's congratulatory message to
GENERALD WESTMORELAND reference to American
Victory at Chu Lai,

Subj: Congratulatory message to ALL HANDS, NAVY
AND MARINE CORPS who participated in OPERATION
STARLITE

;III MAF SPECIAL SITREP # 10, period 200800H to
2013001 Aug 65 OPERATION STARLITE

Subj: TELECON HQMCCC WATCH OFFIQHR & MAJ
WARFIELD) AND FMFPAC CDO (LT COL BARROW) 2015557
Aug 65
Subj: OPERATION STAR LITE
b4
MEMO FOR THE RECORD: Subj: Call from Admiral
LEMOS, NMCC w/ Encl: (10

NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE: 20 Aug 65, U,S. MARINKS
KILL 600 GUERRILLAS IN 2.DAY BATTLE

NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE: 20 Aug 65, DEATH OVER
TAKES A U,S. SUPPLY UNIT

(1)
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COMSEVENTHFLT Msg 200858%Z Aug 65,

NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOGRAPHS 20 Aug 65,
OF US MARINES TWO DAY OFFENSIVE AGAINST
COMMUNI ST GUERRILLAS 1IN VANTUONG PENINSULA,

THE WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE 20 Aug 1965,
"MARINE SUPPIY COLUMN LUMBERS TO DEATH"

PERSONAL MESSAGE for MGEN WALT, COL KNAPP,

- INFO GEN GRUENE, LT GEN KRULAK, BGEN IENDERSOM

MACY Msg 201130% Aug 65,
DA Msg 201310Z Aug 65,
SECNAVY Msg 2013507 Aug 65,

MACV Msg 211000Z Aug 65,

CINCPACKFLT MSG 2212207 Aug 65,

MCGC,1IQS ,USMC, INFO MEMO 22 Aug 65,
MCCC,11GS ,USMC, INFO MEMO 22 Aug 65,

MACV Msg 230225Z Ang 65,

COMUSMACV Msg 240455& Aug 65,
CG,FMFPAC Msg 240600Z Aug 65,

CC,111,M\F Msg 2407362 Aug 65,

MACV Msg 2503407 Aug 65,
CG,FMFPAC Msg 2706207 Aug 65,

CG,FHFPAC Msg 2806007 Aug 65,

FROM VADM PAUL P. BLACKBURN JR.,

Subj: PETUR ARNETT STORY ON MARINE SUVPLY
COLUMN

Subj: GENLRAL JOHNSON, CSA, CONGRATULATIONS
TO CMC, IN THE USMCVICTORY 1IN BATTLE ON
VAN TUONG PENINSULA, SOUTH VIETKAM

Subj: CONGRATULATION MESSAGE ON UBMC
VICTORY AGAINST THE VIET CONG SOUTH OF
CHU LAI,

Subj: WRAP UP OF OPN STARLITE:

CINCPACFLT SITREP NO, 196 period
220700Z Aug 65, OPERATION STRRLITE

Subj: OPERATION STARLITE
Subj: OPERATION STARLITE

Subj: NO CHANGE IN SITUATTON. REPORT FROM
DAK SUT AREA,

Subj: VIETNAMESE REACTTON TO MARINE VICITORY
FMFPAC SITRLEP # 147, period 222400ZAug 65
VIET CONG WEAPONS AND AMMUNITIONS, SOURCE OF:
Subj: OPERATION STARLITE TERMINATED

AT 2412457 Aug 65 1/7th MARINES CLOSED

CHU LAY

FMFPPAC SIT EP # 150, poriod 2624007 Aug 65

FMFPAC SITREP # (Not Listcd) period not
listed
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CG, FiEFPAC Msg 2906007 Aug 65  FMFPAC SITREP # 152, period 2724002 Aug 65
Summary of Events
NMCC OPERATIONAL SUMMARY 19 Aug 65, GINCPAC US MARINE OPERATION WEAR CHU LAI

NMCC OPLRATIONAL SUMMARY 20 Aug 65, CINCPAC US MARINE OPERATION ("STAR LITE")
NMCC OPERATTONAL SUMMARY 21 Aug 65, CINCPAC OPERATION "STAR LITE"

KMCC OPERATTONSAL SUMMARY 23 Aug 65,CINCPAC OPERATION "STAR LITE"

NMCC OPiRATIONAL SUMMARY 24 Aug 65, CINCPAC RVN SITUATION

NMCC OPERATIONAL SUMMARY 25 Aug 65, CINCPAC OPE:ATION "STAR LITE"

COMUSMACV Msg 1112032 8ep 65, USMACV SITREP # 47 for period 0910017 to
101000Z Sep 65 (CORRECTED COPY)

CG L, FMFPAC Msg 180957Z Sep 65, Subj: STARLITE AS A DEFEAT FOR VIET CONG

e e m e e me ... - USMC GRID MAP SHOWING LANDING ZONLS

AND DFFENSIVE AREAS OF OPERATIONS
OPERATION STARI.ITE
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SUMMARY

Among the observations during the trip the two most: important
involved the large Starlight operation south of Chu Lai, and & study
of the activity in the populous area south of Danang, whence so much
critical publicity grew two weeks ago. These two topics will be dis~
cussed first, -~ '

Operation Starlight, The attack on the Van Tuong complex on 18=-21
August had broad significance. TPirst, it exhibited once again the k
great value of intelligence, particularly that which comes to the Ma-
rines from the people as a result of our civic action efforts, It was
the Victnamese who warned us repeatedly of the large enemy concen-
tration in the Van Tuong area.  This, corroborated by ARVN intelligence
and by information coming from sensitive sources, pinpointed the tar-
get precisely, Second, Starlight exhibited that a firm, sea-based
position, such as Chu Lai, possesses dual virtue,-~It posed a threat
which induced the VC to mass to destroy it, while providing us a
secure base for an air/sea attack on the VC force. Third, it reminded
us that in close combat with a resolute enemy force of combined arms,
we are going to have to expect casualties, as was true in Korea and
World War II. . -

" The tactics used at Van Tuong are worthy of description. They
were complex, well coordinated, and based upon effective use of the
sea both as a base and as factor in the encirclement.

Here is the Van Tuon‘g reninsula;
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It is a complex of tilled fields separated by six foot hedgerows.
About 30 per cent is uncultivated, rocky and covered with dense un-
dergrowth, There arec about a dozen hamlets on the peninsula, includ- '

ing several devoted to fishing.

The tactical plan had one Marine company moving overland from
the north during the preceding night to act as a blocking force, and a
battalion landing by helicopter shortly after dawn simultaneously with
a battalion landing over the beach in amphibian vehicles,

The idea was to compress the enemy by the advancing seaborne
and heliborne forces, driving them northward and eastward where they
would be caught between the blocking force and the seacoast,

ORLECK (DD~ 886)

GALVESTON (CLG-3)
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SAYFIELD(APA-33)
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VERNON CTY(LSY-1161)

The operation developed generally as planned., Having been
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conceived in great secrecy and in the space of only three days, there
were no leaks, and the enemy was actually surprised. A force of
about 150 VC, stationed in the seacoast area, withdrew as the sea~
borne force moved in, offering sporadic resistance, Likewise the
heliborne force encountered only light resistance during its {nitial
landing.

It had to be quickly obvious to the VC that they were in a vise,
and they reacted in two ways; first they fought back with vigor, using
effectively an extensive system of fixed emplacements; and second,
some of them set about escaping the trap.

The physical nature of the area made our own movement difficult. }
The hedgerows contained many emplacements, fighting holes and tun- 1“
nel entrances, all of which favored the defender. H

During the first day the Marines moved slowly ahead, under )
heavy supporting fires delivered by air, naval gunfire and artillery,
The artillery, incidentally, was divided in two elements, one in the
landing area itself (107mm howtar) and the remainder in the Chu lai
area proper (155mm),

The enemy resisted stubbornly, exhibiting adequate ammunition
stocks and a good array of armament--small arms, automatic weapons,
mortars and recoilless rifles. As the Marines advanced-through their
positions many of the VC went into the ground, moving through the
very extensive tunnel system. Subsequently they would reappear be-
hind our lines, and there wer? snipers in and around the regimental
command post ten hours after the landing began., In several cases the
by-passed enemy delivered anti-tank fire against our tracked vehicles, |
immobilizing five of them in one locality about a mile behind' the fore-
most forces.

The extent to which the VC had dug in the area {s exemplified
by the fact that in one cave were found 143 civilians, two dead VC and
one wounded VC, The civilians, terrified and hungry, were fed by the
Marines, and were supplying our forces intelligence before noon of the
first day.
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By early afternoon, the situation looked about like this:
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As is evident, a gap had developed between the two advancing

battalions, To fill the vold and to main
panies of the Special Landing Force, pa

tain the momentum, three com-
rt of which had just arrived on

the scene, were landed and entered directly into the action,

Preceding the onset of darkness,
units of about company size to escape,

]

there were two attempts by VC
One tried to work its way down

to the beach~~perhaps to evacuate by water in the many fishing boats

that are there, or perhaps to go into the
side cliffs,

numerous caves along the sea-~

In any event, these were taken under fire by USS Galveston,

and the great bulk of the group were killed.

Another unit attempted to filter out to the northwest and were
caught in the open by a rocket/napalm attack from 1st Wing aircraft,

- not much more than 100 yards from our own forward elements,

too, were mostly killed. One survivor-

These,
~-taken prisoner at the time,

asserted that he was all that remained of his company,
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‘Mecanwhile the remaining enemy continued to
with much determination,

resist the advance

Quarters were so close that hellcopters en~

gaged in evacuation and supply were under accurate fire and, at the

end -of the day, almost every helicopter had several holes.

was destroyed,

Only one

By nightfall the enemy had been compressed further, with his

back to the ocean,

The night was not eventful, and the attack was

resumed in the morning, after a good one-hour preparatory air, artil-

lery and naval gunfire attack.
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Resistance grew as the morning wore on, and as the pocket of

enemy was further compressed,

The enemy fought stubbornly from the

maze of foxholes, and strong points in the hedgerows: and we con-

tinued to suffer casusaltics from congoaled snipers,

. attempt toward the beach gave naval gunfire a point blank target, while

the advancing forces seized Van Tuong village and
evidently the headquarters of a large VC unit,

Another escape

overran what was

based on the extent
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of the communication installation., Nightfall found the VC confined to
two small pockets squeezed against the sea, On the third day these
pockets were eliminated, and the painstaking task of policing the bat~
tlefield began;-~inspecting caves and tunnels, sealing them up gath-

ering material, and counting and burying the enemy dead,
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The mop-up task was continued on the fourth day, employing
one Marine and two Vietnamese battalions., With the sweep half
done, some 599 bodies had been counted, and it would be hard to es~

. timate how many more dead were in the underground areas,

There were 106 prisoners taken, of whom the number

of true VC

was not yet known. However, the information coming from them was
already substantial, From the interrogations, it was confirmed that the
enemy unit was the 1st VC Regiment, and that its four battalions were
all {n the battle area, One prisoner stated that they had orders to at-

tack Chu Lai at 0700 on the 19th, Another reported having
in sand table rehearsals of the attack plan on @ mock-up.,

DECLASSIFIED

participated
The prisoners

—_ =

i

v L e v e g i 1R -
T TR T I T I A S S e i i

A A e -

e prpong Aemm o o AL e e



DECLASSIFIED
® ®

repeatedly underscored the decimation of the VC force and the paralyzing
cffect of our supporiing arms, QOne prisoner expressed respect for the
courage of the Marine infantrymen but said that the thing that tore them
up the most was our closc air support delivered in such near proximity
to the front lines.

A concluding point, which 1 feel is meaningful for every Marine-- -

The principal ground units in Starlight were three battalions--3/3 from
Okinawa, 2/4 from Hawaii and 3/7 from California, The operation,
complex in the extreme, was three days in planning, and the units com-
ing from three different parts of the world still experienced no coordina-
tion problems whatever, Their procedures, techniques and systems

. were all the same, Coming out of a single time-tested mold, such as
" in this case, marks the troops as professional,

Press Criticism of Marine Tactics.~-0ne project of the visit was to

look critically at the problem of the unfavorable press image resulting

- from our operations south of Danang ten days ago. What we may have

done wrong tactically, where we erred in relations with the press, and
what needs to be done in the future were the prime questions under-
lying our observations, .

I visited the area south of the Ca de Song River where the pub-
licised incidents occurred; talked to Marines who were--and are--
involved there; talked to Vietnamese civilians and military; looked at
that fraction of the region which {8 now under our control, and talked
to several newsmen.

Significant things that I saw were these;~-first, the villages of
this densely populated coastal region are different from the average
Vietnamese village, Where it is common for villagers to erect some
protective shelters, as refuge against the fighting between the Gov-
ernment and the Viet Cong, the shelters in this area are intricately
organized with sensible military defensive works;-~trenches, bunker
type weapons positions, interconnecting tunnels, and obstacles, We
brought back many photographs of these installations. '

Second, much of this defensive construction {s new--apparently

having been developed in the last two months,

Third, this area has been under nominal VC influence for some

~1
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. time, largely uncontested by the government, and has supplied impor-

tant quantities of foodstuffs to ;hu Viet Cong, not to speak of providing
a convenioent {ntelligence entree into the Danang area,

Fourth, the people are, in a substantial measure, identified with
. the Viet Cong, becauso the arca has been under communist control for
a long time, and because many village youths have been impressed
into VC service,

Finally, crediting the ARVN {ntelligence, the provincial and dis~
trict intelligence, as well as our own, there are more Viet Cong forces
e in the area than there were two months ago.

g P o S e b S s S wh

‘ All of this generates a basic conclusion that the Viet Cong have i
{ no intention of relinquishing the area; that they are mindful of the ‘ BT
critical loss they would suffer in foodstuffs and the consequent bene~ ;
fits we will realize in population control as our enclaves grow, I be-

i s e

R i T TSR N

") leve the Viet Cong are going to present us with a rough guerrilla B
' problem in the area, to the full extent of their capabilities. : CH

LT With this as a backdrop, I looked as carefully as I could into the i
H _techniques which our people have used, keeping in mind that our pur- i
~ ' pose is to help the GVN bring peace and security back to the area: ]
that killing Viet Cong is only one element in achievement of that purpose;
[57 that their capture or their surrender are to be preferred in the end, be- i
yd .

=
T TR S e

~ cause of their connection with non-combatants or quasi-combatants;
.+~ and finally that the good will of the people needs quickly to be earned,
' if for no other reason because of the valuable intelligence they can
/ er provide, :

I reviewed the progress of Marine operations to date in‘the pop- Lo
4 ulous areas, not only around Danang but around Phu Bai, Chu lai and o
Qui Nhon also, The basic tactic cmployed has been uniform, involving
this sequence of actions:--cn.er the hamlet as peaceably as possible:;
make known to the hamlet chivf and the elders that we are there to .
secure the area against Vict Cong depredation, to free the villagers Y
from terror and extortion, to support the local Popular Forces elements,
‘ and to bring such help as the hamlet chief needs and wants in the way
) of civic action,

-

S AV s e e e = St

N " The kev point here, as relates directly to the Cam Ne incident
R Zadat which was dramatized in the rress, 1s the expression above--"enter
! the hamlet as peaceably as pcssible", Our forces have been able to
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.enter scores of hamlets, in all threc criclaves, without shooting, and
have been able quickly to set about the subscquent civic action steps,
These are the areas where Viet Con¢ influence was less extensive at
the outset, OQOur relationships with the people in these areas have be-
come warm very quickly, our civic action efforts have flourished, the
Popular Forces have grown stronger, and useful intelligence has come
to us in a growing flow, As best I can determine, this category now
extends to over thirty villages, comprising some 90 hamlets and

about 50, 000 people,

R

Then there are the villages where we have been obliged to fight
the VC in order to enter., The Le My village complex-~-which has been
seen by some who may read this summary--was one, Four Marines
were killedand 13 woundeﬁ in clearing the VC from Le My. Twenty
Viet Cong were killed and, incidentally, some dwellings were burned
too, The Le My people were frightened, suspicious--or even hostile~=
at the beginning., Consequently, the reestablishment of peace took
longer, but the same cycle was still pursued by the Marines and, in
about six weeks, a reasonably normal society emerged, with an enthu-
siastic, Marine~trained Popular Forces element and a growing economny.
Most important, ourf support and our civic action efforts began to gen-
erate intelligence~-intelligence coming from the same diffident or
antagonistic people whom our men encountercd on the first day, We
have now had this experience with about 15 villages of some 45 ham-
lets, including perhaps 25,000 people., Or, put another way, there
now are some ten Le My type activities in progress simultaneously in

the III MAF.

Today Le My 1s on its own feet. Marines no longer occupy its
~defenses, Its own Popular Force units provide local security, and the
economy is flourishing., Our forces have moved on~~with the concur-
rence of the village chief and elders, who are confident that they can
now provide their own security. Marine patrols visit the area only
occasionally, and their popularity is manifest whenever they appear,

\ ™

A

e The area around the hamlet of Cam Ne (4)-~scene of the publicity
two weeks ago--falls inthe Le My category, and the region is already
showing evidence of following the same pattern as its predecessors,

In other words, the loss of property--even the loss of life-~seems not
to have anywhere near the impact on the people as does the prospect
of security, Visible everywhere is the fact that the greatest drive that
these war-surfeited peasants have 1s their hung=1 for peace and secu-
rity. To the extent that we give them this, we harvest the whole bag--

loyalty, support, intelligence.

9 .
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To test my own observations, 1 asked General Thi, Commander
of the 1 Corps, how we could possibly ever have anything but hatred
from a Vietnamese woman whose house we had burned down, His an~
swer deserves reflection, He said, "Remember, the VC probably kid-
napped the woman's son and have bheen extorting rice from her too. In
exchange she has gotten nothing but promises. She hates the VC and

. will sacrifice a lot to be rid of them, She knows what peace 1g, and

if you bring it to her, she is likely to blame everything on the VC and
thank you in the end,"

'I hope General Thi is right. Certainly, we have some evidence
that would tend to support him, Put another way, I believe the Marines'

‘ tactics are correct, and that they are proving successful.

Now, as to the specific incident at the hamlet of Cam Ne (4).
showed the CBS film clips to several of the people who took part, Their
conclusions were that the film report was factually inaccurate {n nu-~
merous places, and worse, that it was contrived to give a distorted

' picture, A careful analysis has been prepared, documented by signed
.~ statements from those involved, It substantiates that the film report

was indeed inaccurate;~-almost inexplicably so.

I believe that the earlier reports from III MAF autlining the rea~
sons behind the Marine actions at Cam Ne (4) stand (ip well under
close examination, and I believe that the validity of their tactics is
going to be underscored by the success in civic action which is now
being realized,

As to our relations with the press, I think we have erred {n seek~
ing to defer completely to their desires, and in allowing them essgentially
unrestricted entry into the combat area, The CBS man who filmed the
Cam Ne incident came to Danang in a civilian aircraft, hired a vehicle,
and went to war on his own. He never made his presence known to 111
MAF, nor did he have to do so. This degree of license is intolerable,
and CG III MAT is going to recommend to COMUSMACYV that a uniform
policy be instituted which requires a newsman to report in to the local
operational commander before venturing into a combat area, This will
help a little, but not much, Beyond this, the authorities of the opera~
tional commander need to be clearly spelled out, formally and at a very-
high level, The newsmen are going to fight any restraint whatever, and
the commander on the spot deserves to know just how much backing he
is going to have in any situation,

’
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{ ‘ 111 Marine Amphibious Force
)

General., The Torce has progressed, in every particular, with a rapidity

that would be hard to visualize without seeing it, In six short weeks
h) its logistic base has matured, its operations have increased in scope
and variety, and the results are beginning to mount up., A few statis-

7
&/ tics:
Enemy killed in past six weeks~-827

Enemy captured in past‘ six weeks ~153
J/ Jet air sorties flown -3374

Belicopter air sorties flown -25,482 °
Village‘s in which civic a_mction projects are now in progress - 68

{ o . Persons given medical treatment - 28,750

v Popular Forces units trained ~10 companies, 16 platoons

! .. are quite dissimilar: g i

-

Cong on the defensive. Their main effort, however, i1s in the counterin-
surgency field which they are pursuing with vigor and good effect,

They have gone to work in five major village complexes?® undertaking
to win the confidence of the people through civic action;--medical, educa~

tional, engineering, Popular Forces training and the general provision of

security. Marines have undertaken to learn the Vietnamese language and

to convince the natives that they are in fact there to provide them with
tranquillity and not to exploit them,

. The Popular Forces units in the area, numbering six platoons, have
. f been organized into a combined action company along with four squads of

regular Marine infantry. It is commanded by a Marine lieutenant who is

. - s

and operates as a unit, The Marines have given the Popular Forces ele-
' ments good basic training and with it the pride and confidence which is

1 -
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b Actions in the three Marine enclaves, while expanding in all cases,

The Phu Bai Enclave: The Marine units are patrolling aggressively in the
hinterland, establishing ambushes and seeking otherwise to keep the Viet
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a Vietnamese linguist. The company lives together, shares the same food
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born of professional competencs.

The results have been remarkable. The units of the company
spend every night in the field patrolling or ambushing Viet Cong routes
of approach into the villages. The villages have consequently begun
to enjoy a degree of peace which they have not seen for a long time,

- The Popular Forces elements have schooled the Marines i{n the ways of

the people, as well as in the language, while the Marines have taught
the Popular Forces something of the Marine approach t¢ combat.

Now the villagers in the Phu Bal area charge the Marines no more
for the things they buy than they would a Vietnamese. They confide
to us concerning Viet Cong and Viet Cong sympathizers and they
willingly undertake to find out information which is of interest to our
forces;~~and they do all this without apprehension as to reprisals from

the Viet Cong.

Meanwhile, the Marine battalion has established a sound rapport
with the ARVN forces in the area. Indeed, I watched a combined ARVN/
Marine artillery shoot which was well executed, and was built around
the Marines reinforcing the fires of the ARVN unit, rather than the
reverse. .

All in all, the actions of the Marines at Phu Bal»are very near to
a model of military counterinsurgency.

Ihe Danang Enclave. This is the logistic heart of the Marine operation

. in Vietnam. The improvements achieved in the past six weeks are great.
" The deluge of people and things which has descended on this area in the

- past three months is beginning to be sorted out and to make its presence .

felt. The Force Logistic Support Group is commencing to discharge its

function effectively. It is moving to new and more efficient quarters and
promises soon to be in a sound state for support of the logistic operation
of III MAF. The Group is in personnel trouble in the form of certain spe-

cialists such as warehousemen and ordnance technicians., We must find -

the necessary people and get them to Danang as soon as possible,

The transceiver system between the Force Logistic Support Group

and the logistic support units in the other enclaves is not working. While
the technical problems are in process of being solved, we cannot wait and
must move immediately to a push supply system in every commodity where

it i{s possible to do so,
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The requisition fill rate i8 now standing at somewhere around 35
per cent, which is an improvemént over six weeks ago, and there is
every reason to conclude that it will continue to go uphill,

' The Danang East light aircraft facility is nearing completion. It
{8 a superior product. MAG=-16 will soon be moving and will thus re~
duce the congestion at Danang main fleld.

The gargantuan project to get hawk migsiles on top of Monkey
Mountain is just about to bear fruit, The site and the access road are
nearing completion, and hawks should be on the mountain top in about 5
a week. One has to see the engineering feat to appreciate it, :

Construction of semi-permanent logistic facilities to meet the
coming winter season is going forward rapidly, but not rapidly enough.
Footings are being poured for Butler buildings and many Butlers have
already begun to grow., It is not likely that we can get many more

buildings constructed before the rains begin than we have already on ‘ -

site; however, the eventual need for Butler structures will probably be
in the order of 50 more than we now have on hand, We must get these
buildings to Vietnam as soon as we can,

Meanwhile a quick fix for the coming monsoon. is the standard
Army canvas maintenance shelter, of which we now bave five. They
are popular and we should purchase another 20 at once and get them
into the hands of the Division and Wing.

The last time I visited Danang was the day of the Viet Cong attack
on the airfield. Since that day much has been done to improve the local
airfield security situation. A system of perimeter lighting has been in-
stalled. Many native structures which were very near to the perimeter
fence have been purchased by the Vietnamese government and cleared
away, thus increasing our fields of fire. Unfortunately this progress
has not heen uniform on the whole of the airfield perimeter; however, the
project is moving forward slowly and the security against infiltration is
certainly much better than it was six weeks ago. In this regard, on the
night of 17 August there was an attempt to enter the perimeter in its south-
west corner. The Marines in the area detected the movement and killed

two VC in our wire.

Two aspects of airfield security have seen little progress, They
are both critical. The first derives from the proximity of the field to

g .
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Danang City and its environs. There are probably 180,000 people living
within mortar range of the airfield, and {t would be impossible to prevent
the Viet Cong from getting a mortar into one of the native houses, setting
it up quickly at night and then delivering mortar fire on the field. This

is a constant fear, and the Marine battalion which 18 responsible for local
airfield defense continues to press the Vietnamese to search houses con-
tiguous to the airfield perimete-. Our troops accompany the Vietnamese
forces who conduct these searches but we do not go into the houses., Even
with the increased survelllance there is still a considerable hazard,

The other area of apprehension relates to the large number of native
contractor's workmen on the airfield proper, involved in such tasks as

" building the second runway. FEach is a potential sabotage hazard for which

there is no complete solution., The contractor has to have laborers and any
one of the laborers can be a Viet Cong (and some probably are). Each could

transport elements of demolition charges aboard the hase in some form with- -

out being detected, and, sooner or later, there should be incidents of sabo-
tage. '

Marine air elements are crowded on the Danang field. This crowding
will be relleved somewhat by the removal of the light aircraft when Danang
East is finished and, of course, will be improved greatly when the second
runway is finished . . .

i
)

Offensive operations in the Danang enclave continue to expand in
all directions, accompanied by an aggressive civic action program.
Patrols and ambushes, moving as far as {ifteen or twenty miles to the
west and northwest, have succeeded in keeping the enemy off-balance and
causing him to move into the mountains. To the southward operations are
proceeding slowly in the face of the many problems posed by the heavily
populated area south of the Ca de Song. These operations have been dig=~
cussed earlier in connection with the discusgsions of press relations,
Suffice to repeat here, the formula appears to be working and requires
only time and patience to mature. The best way t0 measure the progress

. in this particular area would be to reflect that six weeks ago the Marines'
" influence extended only to the south airfield fence. Beyond that point

there was strong question as to whether the VC or the ARVN were in the
ascendency., Now, our influence extends generally to a distance of four
miles south of the airfield and, in this area, there 18 a good measure of
peace and security, In a relative sense, reflecting on the whole of
Vietnam as the battle field, this might be considered slow progress, In
an absolute sense, however, and locking at the improvement in the local
situation in six weeks, progress could well be regarded as rapid.

14 ]
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The Chu Lai Enclave., logistic stability is coming to this area at a
steady rate. By the onset of the northeast monsoon there should be a
reasonably protected unloading area for LSTs and LCUs, contiguous to
the logistic support unit. This unit, incidentally, is ideally laid out
and is efficient in its operation. It is a model of the function for which
it was designed, like the others, it i3 in need of certain critical logis~-
tics personnel which we should get to them without delay.,

The expeditionary airfield i{s holding up well, A precautionary
inspection of the northern 2500 feet of subgrade is just about completed.
It was feared that this, having been laid down with an inferior grade of
laterite, might not stand up under the winter rains. It has been carefully
inspected and improved where necessary. The project is almost completed.

The runway i8 smooth and has withstood the constant pounding of
daily jet and transport aircraft operations which now aggregate over 3000
take offs and landings. The taxi-way, constructed of the older MO9M1
and M9M2 matting types demands more maintenance and is less satis~

factory. However, it is adequate for the purpose.

Tactical operations in the Chu lai area have been circumscribed by
the shortage of forces. While the program of day and night patrols and
ambushes has been intensive, and while our influence has been extended
in all directions, there is a critical need for more forces. We need to
move further westward toward the Doxa area, to drive the VC into the
mountains and thus increase the security of the field. Also we need to
move south and link up with the ARVN forces in the area around Quang
Ngai City. This cannot be accomplished with the troop levels now in the
enclave. For example, in order to undertake the Starlight operation it was
necessary seriously to compromise the security of the rest of the Chu Lai
area, as well as to bring in temporary reinforcements from Daﬁang. On
this basis General Walt is oppesed to the continuation of our local security
commitment in the Qui Nhon area, much less to i1ts increase, as has’
recently been proposed. '

Our air operations from the Chu Lai field are proceeding smoothly.
They want for nothing in the way of material or equipment and are con-
cerned only about the status of the Class VA support. In this regard, it
is less a matter of tons of bombs and rockets than it s a matter of de~
livery of complete components. FYor instance, a shipment of bombs was
recently received without fins, which means that the bombs were uselesgs
until the fins could be procured. Bombs have also arrived without fuzes,
or without the necessary screw~in plugs to permit their attachment to the

15 T
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bomb racks, Here again, the homb is useless until the full component is
available. What {8 needed is a predictable delivery of total ordnance

components,

Preparations are under way to receive the 100 helicopters of MAG-36
when they arrive on the 31st of this month, Such things as food, fuel,
ordnance and similar support will be waiting, but the group is going to
have to set itgelf up using its own resources,

Proparations are also being mado to receive the 2d LAAM battalion
{n the Chu lLai area. Battery positions have been selected which will give
a fair, although not ideal, coverage for the airfield and the related logistic

ingtallations.

The Qui Nhon Enclaye, The 2d Battallion, 7th Marines, plus a detachment

of HMM=-161, are established in the Qui Nhon enclave, conducting patrols
and ambushes, and a vigorous counteringurgency and civic action campaign,

The area, at least so far as our troops are concerned, is quite tran-

‘quil. They have killed no more than a dozen VC, despite aggressive day

and night effort. Their civic action program {s outstanding; fully as good
as that under way at Phu Bai, and the results are equally good. The natives
provide intelligence on every hand, and exhibit warm Joyalty toward our

people. f

L6 ]

DECLASSIFIED

D
. [

e e A i o e st o s i s w6



DECLASSIFIED

R

Okinawa

. “Transistion from 3dMarDiv to FMFPac (Forward) responsibility
4 au Okinawa. based activ.tiov tock nlace smoothly on 20 Aw:usf:.

= While the number of men which was ultimately determinad we
would retain in Okinawa for base support is austere (74 officers and
48 emiisted men) the basic formula gives every promise of working
fﬁcﬁmn‘clv. ‘

zrang‘; ggt Facility, The Transion: Facility is operating well, having
already handled about 4000 poenlc, It has a rapid processing gystom
for both incoming and outgolr; rersonnel and it cares for all of their
weeds promptly and efiiclently, " s capability in terms of numbers is:
increasing rapidly and there ¢re ro serious impediment in the way of
carrying out the program 25 w: now envisage it.

3d Pg{z‘voe Service Regiment, Thez id TSR is heavily engaced in provision

of support for III MAF. ‘v.:te ial requiring high echelen maintenance is
beginning to arrive in subsie 0l quantities from Vietnam and is re-

paired rapidly. Mean wbv"r;f,u et advice that an item is being returned
from Vietnam for high 2ghnior mn‘ntenance, & similar item {5 issued

from’ stock (1f availehl e.‘) ik vt awe.ting the arrival of the Zroken down ;
material By this tce.nia e, o 3d "SR absorbs the impact whilethe - 7 L
forces in Vietnam arc x2pt up > mixength.  All hands ere pleased with -~ B

_ The 3d FSR is in pcmnyw m‘ trouble, due to necessory +*“nsfers f ‘ |
of personnal to Vietnam, Thi: atial. on will abate somew wt umon o
'; arrival of the detachments wi’ <~ 17t SR and lst Service Batirlion in
.. the near future. Mcanwhils, nroblers of operations, mam.v Lance,
packinq, crating, shi-wing 2. are «il sulfering, It is egse-tlz) that
- we get the 3d TSR its additioral nivil lan personnel ceiling &g soon as
_possible, This should be vursuci on an emergency bas’s

U0 Master Tet Complex. The Mo .~hu a'riield site was visited in company
.o withthe resident engineer,. 10772 15 no guestion but that a ruaway of

“about 7500 feet, with 500 foc. aver~rune, can be installed without

~'great trouble. In discussios - (07 RYOOM, he expressed 2 foeling |

‘that'we should use thi» 1o &l oo sather then Meotoou heenusae there
ls more room at fe Shima, lunc o i encroachment, anc poonnse tho

conatruction could he cecomn o cd L lesser engineering oo,
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We also looked &i .o fhima, 2ad 1 concur that there 13 more room
~and that there is les: c:m"m.; masseachment, However, thers (3, as

" has been noted boforw, th: rrob om of the six mile trip by water from

2 tha Okinawa mainland to tm‘; 1sla 1d.

4 " CG RYCOM balances tits off 1gainst the fact that it will be nec-
' essary to bring both a rcmd gystom end nower to Motohu, which would .
,;both be costly. | ' |

I have felt for som» sears *ha! afther Motobu or Ie Shima wowd

' serve our purposes for A muichny | comnlex, and believe that neither
... is greatly superior o the iy o il s bisis of an ovnrall anclyzis. The
important thing is to get - macio i complex started in the Ckinawa

~..area-at once=~=-on eithor ol thann < ,s, whichever conironis u3 with the
.o least resistance to gattinc uader Wiy, and involves tho leas: cost for
~the overan program.

Mg_gm__.g_g!p___é__r Faciiity ¥ Teni. At Marine Cotps Air Fac!lity, Futema
we have now estabAmneu ”Vv v152, transferred from Iwakuni, The

‘squadron now is nearer ., 3:1 3%, whence much of its airlu. ma4arial
o orlqmates and is comiort:i- dispesed in the Alr Facility, Thae Wing is
in. the process of examin.n q arefully into the organintion ¢:>F Marine

Winq Service Group-17,7! ing to make certain cranges wilch will re-
. late'its function more accurctely to the problems facec. under the current
: ctrcmnstances .

i

Cilst) ‘a ne Division. CG lstMurDi s and the forward echelor of his

. staff had arrived :n Okinawa <riir ¢ my departure and we w=re able to,
discuss dispositicns, deniecrnoyi and training. Among the things which

were emphasized were th. f¢' colng,

o1 roght training, individual conduct,
o 1@, communication discipline, and
o the mcimum possible tim2 in the

e They must bear dow:
3 weapons firing, physica: co:
47

' campuflage, They &- ow L sre
Northem 'I‘raining Area,

~ Also discussed was th2 matie: of amphibious tralning, Durlng
the time that 1st MarDiv clemanis-are in Okinawa thev shouls seize
every opportunity for simple, thort-notize amphibicus exorcires when-
ever ships are available frori “he 741 Fleet., The exercicec reed not he
planned over a long period ¢f ime, but rather should be initiated on a
crash basis. The same i35 true of ¢°2 SLF. It should miss no coportu-
nities for simple uncomnlicaied ‘*“c""a" exercises to keep o gkill vo,
in both the planning and exesution ¢f amphibicus epercticar,
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Miscellenecus CComments

A Comment on the General Vietiam Sitiation. The situation appears
not to be greatly changad frem that vicible curing my visit of six weeks

‘ago. Such alterations as are evidont, are of smell dimensionz, but are f
"' generally favorable. 5

‘ 8ix weeks ago the VC apoeared to be in the midst of their monsoon

‘offensive, having achisved substential success at places such as Dong

Xoai and Ba Gia. The GVN har los: the effectiveness of sevaral battalions

as a result of these operations, and worale was low.

In the ensuing weeks large scale VO activity has diminiched some-~
what-=probably a resuit of the drain ::posed by their all-out effort of mic-
summer. Activity in Il and IiI Corps as been lower, althouch there hac
; been a little increase in VO ac:iivity 1.1 IV Corps. ‘

“" s

1‘"{‘ . adn - . . \

g . The increased numerical ~*rzngta of the U.S. Army and the Marines _

3 has probably had a favorebiz c{iec:. It is inovitable, as our fcrces range ' T

Sty

.more widely in the countrysidc, that :nore useful targets are being dis-
covered. As the number of good targets increases, the effectiveness of
our air effort must increase corespondingly, with a greater destructive .

*——-'/ .. effect on the VC. : | ’

The counterinsurgency campaign being pursued in I'Corps by the
- Marines Is making steady procress. “Where their efforts were concen~-
trated six weeks ago on nct more than three villages they ar? now en-
gaged in bringing tranquillity .© several sceore of villages,

Additionally, the Marines' Stariight victory has deubtless had a
favorable effect upon GVN morale, nc: to speak of some ercsive effect
upon VC strength and maierial r2zources, Likewise, the ARVN have en-
joyed a few small successes =uch gz the Ba Long Valley and a* Duc Co.

r ‘And finally, it {s unden:inn) - 1hat the Vietnamese recime is sitiil
holding together and {5 purgu ] b
operations, albeit it rot a.,wa s roo L0 cffoctively.

These developments cirnat » egerded as reflective »F a trend,
The best that can be zaic x thot Dany are {ovorable indices; indices
which could be offsct by . .o ctr =221 VC victory or by & charce in

government in Saigon, It is vodoaninlie, however, that the tire we so scroly
need to marshall our force: o - fforded us, and it mav well He thet

E
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the critical hour has nassod i terms of whother or not it is too late for
the influx of U.S, stronglin to hove aay influence on the situation., I
believe it is reasonable now 1o conclude that we are In fact going to
have the chance to apply our U.8, power and to test the strategy we have

‘adopted. Reflecting on the volid douhts of six weeks ago, this is in
itsell a triumph of sorts.

Alr Support and Alr Observaticn. T discussed the matter of air support
and air observation with th oz v ficers of both the division and the -
wing. 1 belleve that “his ropresconte a {air summary of our combined
conclusions:

a. During the past two months we have learned a great deal in the
area of the escort capabilitics of the A-4 with respect to the helicopter,
What we have learned has beon favorable to the capabilities of the A-4.

b. While the attack aircraft cen provide excellent escort service
for helicopter formaticns, there 13 st'll a need for last minute landing
zone preparation which firnds <he hest solution in the armed UE~1E, It
was generally emphasized that this {s a brief task, almost coincident
with the landing of the initial helicopter waves and that it will be effective

| only if the armed helicopters are actually a part of the landin¢ formation,

The attack aircraft can handle all of vhe remaining support tagks, and can
do so with efficiency. Accordingly there was general agreement that wa
should press for improvements in helicopter armament in.order to ensurs ‘
that the last minute landing zone preoaration task is efficiently discharged.

¢. There was also general agreement that we have erred in our da-.
cision to dispense with the O-1 type alrcraft. There is a n2ec for a very
light, very simple and verv quiet observation aircraft which has long en~
durance. The virtue of the O~1, at least in the combat envirbnment with
which we are now confrontec, is its ability to stay on staticn and its
ability to approach the criticel areas very quletly and do itg initial ob~
serving without being detccted . We should reinstate the O~1 az a reguire-
ment.

d. The foregoing, however, does not extend 1o a further develerment
and sophistication of the cbscrvation requirement into a need for a mulii-
purpose ajrcraft similar to the LARA. There was unanimity that there iz no
place in our spectrum for an ~irnjane of the TARA desion; ““at it ig to0 com~
plex for the O-1 task and unneccessory for the A-4 task. ‘Wr munt roflect
this {ield conviction for CMC.

20 SECRET
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e, There was enthusiastic app s y oo uhr ¢omlity of our close alr
SUDLOTT equi )»men», the quality of cur cioes 20 5 x\run pilots and the
2ueoiivenass of our tactical air coatrtlle avanoements of today. . Indeed,
2roeyt for emphasis on the urgent necd 1’:;‘: a AR capability on the spot
ros sperations such as Starlight, tl"erv wWerg 1o L operations critilCisms ‘
whatever, ‘ ) N

B

WI-40, There is an urgent need for metal preservative in Vietnam. The
nonmal lubricating oils will not do the trick, WhaL is required is a sub-

stance like WD-40 which penetrates the metul, and vrevents or removes . ,
rust. This 1s now available in the aviation cupply system and we should ' Co

/1mmcd1atcly get some to the elements of ’TI AT,

Antiaircraft Training. III MAF is now busv in imrroving the overall antiair- .o -

crait readiness of the command, through such wotions as installation of ’ ’
.50 caliber mounts on cargo trucks, conduct o7 - aix day .50 caliber
familiarization school for classes of 50, and preparations for service
practice firing of hawk missiles. We should us.,lst in this latter program

\.
P\//‘A‘ v digscussing the question of air cleararces with PASAT and the procure~

ment of drone services with NAVAIRPAC and 7th leet.

Psople. The demands on our forces, sprcad »vear a 250 mile front, simply
are not fuliilled by the manning level vcosture in which we now stand. The ' "*‘i
full /0, atthe least, is needed., We should press for this solution with CMC. '
“We must also be careful to ensure that ceasualtizs which have been evac- :
- uated to Okinawa for treatment and convalescence are retrained and returned
‘ \ to duty as quickly as possible in order 1o keep the non-available factor at a ' c
< minimum, Where a man is able to work, but is not fit to go to Vietnam for - : o
sorae specific reason, he should be put into Camp Butler or the 3d FSR where o
=z can do a job commensurate with hig capabilities, and another man. with- L
dmwn and sent to Vietnam. In other words we must be careful to get the

most out of our resources.

The staff augmentation which CMC provided for III MAF two months
ag0 has turned out not to be enough. The later requirements generated by
tne growth in troop strength, as well as the requirements incident to the

\ assumption of the I Corps advisory function demand more people than III
e MAT has or has in prosvect. Their additional requirements are for about
960 officers and enlisted men for the MAT Headquarters support task,
Ve should provide CMC with the specific details on rank and MOS needs o
as soon as possible. o

VAT Surceon and MAF Chaplain, There is a aced for a surgeon and a chap- ‘
\ jein at the MAF level and we should so advise the Chief Bureau of Naval =~ 7 77,

Q/ Personnel, _ o

2l N
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Headguariers, U S, Marine Corps
Washinglon, D, C 20380

SUMMAZY OF {TEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTERE sT
PERIOD 180601 - 190600 AUGUST 1965

RO ‘,9”%"%5‘%?

a, | MAAF SITREP 4709 COVERING THE PERIOD lmﬁﬁlﬂ ’
1824004 &u{z NGLUDES:

OEERATION STARLITE

| GUALITY AND INTENSITY CF HARD CORE RESESTANCE

ERCOUNTERED %i" THE AMPHIBTOUSHELIBORNE ASSAULT AGAINST THE
z | TUOKG CORTPLEX SOUTH OF CHU LATTERDS TO CONFIRM THAT THE
Y TS DEFERDIRG [N REGIMENTAL STRENGTH.

L THE QPERATION COMMENCED AT 1806150 WITH AIR
AND ARTILIERY PREPS ON THE HELD LAND ING ZONE WEST OF THE
COTARGET AREA. 20 RINUTES LATER A HELO BORNE BATTALION ASSAULY
- LRNRE l"ﬂmfi)&"f D BY ONE BATTALION OVER GREEN BEACH. A PART
GF A BLY (SLF LAY OFF SHORE AS RESERVE, |

- THE QPERATION, UNDER CO 7TH MARINES, APPARENTLY
”‘”f"“?'”PEE) THE 15T YO REGIMENT NUMBER ABOUT 2, 00{5 T VAS
 EVIDENT THAT THE VC WERE SURPRISED AND GENERALLY HEMMED N
o E;i}é FOUGHT BACK STRONGLY WITH UMM MORTARS, S7MM AND 106MM
’*ff COIIESS RIFIES FROM A COMPIEX NETWORK OF FORTIFICATIONS,

AS ASSAULTING MARINE FORCES CLOSED IN VC LIEMENTS
’ ? o0 AND "’}‘ LM AND WERE DESTROYED 11 LARGE NUMBERS WHERM-
TR FORCED INTO THE OREM,
| ORE CROUP ES T VATED ABOUY 60,
COTHE DLACH v KD TAKER © I R FERE BY THE:
MAARORTTY E PY NG RiLEED,

\&'}

AITEMPTING TO E5CAPE
CALVESTOR, THe

rage ,'5 . of 1?; pages
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RUAEROUS QCCUPIED CAVES ARND TUNNELS WERE
ehsCovekee, CLEARED ANG SEALED,

| S EVIDENT THAT VG CASUALTIES NUMBER IN THE
SUAIREDS, RUT " DUE 10 CONTENLED FlGLT [ING, FIGURES ARE
0 awu

MARING CARUALTIES: 2% KiA, A SUBSTANTIAL
CRICOE AN L’”’ 5 WERE NON-SERIOUS. 97 CASUALTIES
I [ L ﬁu KJ MNA?W, tHE MORE SERIOUS OF THEM BEING
D TO CLARK AFE £Y NIGHTFALL

| (& FIXED WING SORTIES DROPPED 64 TONS OF BOMES,
ATONS OF NAPALM, 585 2.5 INCH ROCKETS AND 6, 000 ROURNDS OF
' ,»J A6 TN SHPPORY OF OPERATIONS.

S NGF WAS FURNISHED BY CLG GALVESTCN, DD OR&FLK
O AMD DD PRITCHARD WETH EXCELLENT RESULTS.

MORE THAN 500 SORTIES wWERE FLOWN BY MAG-16 AND‘

1G4 AND TWO C-1170 FURNESHED LOGISTIC SUPPORT. TEN
UH-34S ON STANDBRY FOR MED EVAC AND RESUPPLY AND 3 C-130°S
o FURNISHED MED EVAC TO DANANG, 3 ARMY UH-1B GUN SHEPS ARD
i “‘SWE’ RAL ARMY 01 ACFT SUPPORTED THE MARINE OPERATION,

 AIR SUPPORT CONTINLED THROUGH THE NIGHT WITHTWO
| F-4/A-4 ON CONTENUED AIRBORNE ALERT #1TH TWO USA C-123'S FOR
" FLARE COVERAGE,

s 16 0F 18 UH<34'S FROM ONE SUDN WERE HIT WHILE
. EVACUATING WOUNDED FROM FRONT LINES BUT ONLY ONE, WITH
L OVER 10D HITS, WAS DESTROYED.

CG L MAF 1823047 (5}
MACY TEIECON 1902054 ()

m CIL0 3«:&«"“ Am OBATY.G
CERORADLNG. DT DI f& 200,10
" Pepe 2 of 123., pages
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/1SED NMCC THE LATEST INED AVATLABLE ON
15 AS FOLLOWS:
0 THE BIGHT, THE VO 54/DE TWO STRONE ATTEMPTS
SOUSH THE 20 BN, ATH Ma® LINES BT BOTH ATTEMFTS
% m INTENSIVE PP FITES BiT 35
D 208 CRO 370 1000 YARDS BEFORE
AT 0830 BAY 3/3 CROSSED PHAST LINE CHERRY. AT 1043

| f’ﬂM 214 CROSSED PHASE LING CHEFRY, PHASE LINE CHERRY {5 THE
o CROM BS 635073 TO BS 728940 REPORTED 29 VC K1A INOME
fa‘bﬁ%r\éu

%

AS OF ()%‘Bd S um?sUAUiH WERE 36 [IA, 154 WIA

THE VILLAGE OF VAN TUONG 15 A VC STRONG POINT.
AS OF 1400 THE MARINES HEL) 2/3 OF THE OBJECTIVE

 THE OBJECTIVE AREA IS ASSUMED TO BE THE mmmn ~
DED 7Y BS T00960-G90945-700932- 116645,

NMC C FONZCON 3908404 (5!

. RELATIVE TO THE 2BOVE, MACY ADV!SED NWCC THAT
5 INDICATE THAT TS Y WERE NOY ¢ 31£ TO EXFILIRATE DURING

N ‘f-v:%fu.;?,,. MG,H& A8 THE GPERATION CONTINIED GOING wisil

R MACY T CON 10407 15!
# : EES WO AL LT Pare ... of _&%, Dugss
im Jk
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COMARENE COEPS COMMARD CENTER
Mgaeptariees i 5 bﬂrnxﬂbﬂrpa
wzm vngien, D ©, 2E5ED

CHRARY OF TTEMG OF S1GNIFICANT INTERESY
PERION 160601 - 200500 AULUST 1965

RUE

s OFERATION STAR LITE

MAGY REPGRTS THE LATEST USMC CASUALTIES ARE 52
FEA, 224 WEHA AND TWO MIA, COMPLETE AND ACCURATE COUNT OF THE
CAEIMY NOT AVALLABIE AS THE AR ACTIONS, NAVAL GUNFIRE, ARTILIERY,
AN FLAME TARK OFFENSIVE ACTION HAS MADE THE COUNTING OF VC \
DEAD W MANY AREAS IMPOSSIBLE. LATEST ESTIMATION OF VC CASUAL-
TES ARE OVER B64 KIA, SEVERAL HUNDRED WIA'S AND 8 CAPTURED,
7 1S CSTHRATED THAT MANY MORE VC PERISHED IN THE TUNNELS AND

C AVES WHICH WERE SEALED OFF AND DEMOLISHED BY ADVANCING MAKN\ES

B AFTER REACHING THE FINAL OBJECTIVE AREAS ON THE
EEACHES, TME UNITS OCCUPIED NIGHT DEFENSIVE POSITIONS AND WERE
_‘ %@m ULED TO COMMENCE MOP UP OPERATIONS ON THE MORNING OF 20

~ AUBUST.

| :f . ‘ ALL UNH’S WILL REMAIN IN THE APEA FOR ANOTHER 438“72
HOURS TO EXPLOFT THE INITIAL SUCCESS OF THE OPERATION.

FACV TELECON 1021452 (S)
MACV TELECON 1916052 (S}
FONECON FMFPAC 1920000 (S)
FONECON EMEPAC 2003304 (S

Lo LITORATIO
OB EIR 5200, 40
g 5{

vage boof f pages
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THE PRESIDENT SENT TO COMUS ALY HIS HEARTRLT
LS Mw CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MILT ARY UNITS UADER Hi

HAHICH HAYE ACRIEVED CIEARCT VICTORY AGAIMAY THE
" 0’” REGIMENT AT CHU LAYS

OSD WASH G 107340 U8

o o SIAFPAC WESTPAC SITREP #1342/ § OF 1324002 REPORTED
TTiﬂ_iFQE.UJM NG

¥ @ ARRANGENENTS ARE UNG:RWAY TO EMBARK 13 O
HE w,;:,a IENAWEE FOR RETURN TO OKINAWA. FIRST BN, FIRST MAR
TLY ON LENAWEE SCHEDULED TO ARRiVE DANANG 28 AUGLIST.

@) PRESENT PLANS INGLUDE VMA-224 RELIEVING
CHU LAL ABOUT 1 OCTOBER

6 N czvic ACTION, 111 MF UNITS PROVIDED
BEATMENT TO OVER 350 CiViLIANS.

ADMING FNFPAC 1904524 TS)

cammsmmv Aawsw ! ucm mm IN-COLNTRY
' ;u’ DIVISION, THE RESTENATION g mzw SORT 1S CAM RENH

REGAETING EXTHANGE SSRVICE INRVY SCS ERVIT(

b
K
;. £3 i
' Ve oy P R
y,‘ Y e e S 3!', >
4
2t
[
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MARINE CORPS wmmwz:» CENTER
 Headaarters, U S, Marine Corps
tfva%g%f*‘%inc%m E) 63 20380
CUMMARY OF 1T2MS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
FERIOD 200601 - 210500 ALGUST 1965
JEh AR |
5. OPERATION STAR LITE o

RELIEF OF BLY'S 2/4 AND 33 BY BLY 1/7 COMPLETED AT

17,"7’"&@%} BLT'S /4 AND 3 RETURIED T0 THEIR FORNER POSITIONS

i THE 4TH MAR TAOR,

= BLT?S 1/7 AND 37 CONTINUE MOPPING UP ommaoms E
COWITH MESSION OF SEEKING OUT REMAINING VC FORCE AND DESTROYING
VG FORTIFICATIONS AND FACILITIES,

S THIRD VN IAARTNE BN ARD 2RD BN 51ST REGT, ARVN,

WELL BE INTRODUCED INTO THE VAN TUCNS COMPLEX WDM’ 21 AUGLIST,

THESE TWO BNPS WILL BE OPERATING TN THE SOUTHERN AND WESTERN
SECTORS OF THE ORJECTIVE AREA,

| LATEST REFPORT OF CASUALTIES ~ USME KIA 45 (CORRECTED),
WIAZ09, ONE MEA. VO ICIA 564 (BODY COUNTY, VC CAPTURED W3,

FMFPALC FONECON 2103450 (5)
FACV TELECON 2023187 (S)

REOELTOMAT

HG, oy ! f' kg Dflfv S0
, oy ' Frm ‘i o ‘ T B Gl e
B Al O P A i ,\’4 :
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| MAFCantinued)
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L W T RTGT 1) AE N LG 8 IR PR e 8

. REGARDING THE ABOVE OPERATION, THE FOLLOWING
CONGRATULATIRY MESSAGES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED: |

10 VMY BEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS ON THE TMPORTANT
GUCCESS WON BY THE MARINGS OF THE 1l MAF AGA NST THE VIET CONG
«UJ{H 0!" CHU LAl ... SIGRED PAULH, NiTZE..
SECNAV 2013504 (L)

@) "...STAR LITE ALSO REEMPHASIZED THE CAPAB Uty

: OE 'ﬂ £ NAVY-MARINE CORPS TEAM TO STRIKE RAPIDLY AND WITH

DEVASTATING EFFECT, PLANNING WAS THOROUGH AND EXECUTION WAS

( SUPERB, WELLDONE. ADMIRALDAVID L MCDONALD,"

CNO 1923412 (1)
@ ... THE CLEAR CUT VICTORY OF THE us MARH\ES

o ,m THE BATTLE OF VAN TUONG PENINSULA, ... ADDS LUSTER O THE

T!NGU%SHED RECOREE OF THE MARINE CGEWSW@ SIGNED HAROU) K

g DA 2013107 {U) o
¢ 1L MAF SETREP #111 AS OF 2024004 REPORTED mm.e.omc;
() THE CRITICAL PHASE OF THE BA LONG VALLEY OPER-

~ ATION 1S COMPLETED AND FIRST BN, THIRD MAR ARE ON 4 48 HOUR ALERT

STATUS TO BACK UP THIS OPERATION THROUGH 16 SEPTEMEER,
) NASS TWO REPORTS THAT THE ASR’% AY PLEEKU AND

\.-,:«‘; «7;(\‘; )}Q ["'},li’r?tiﬁqj:}ﬂ
LoD By 52000

EAR I [l ? p R 'i( 3 ARt E R s R T
S R Yow gooe B rnd® SR o HER
T SR b 0% B TR G T : +
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MARTHE CORPS COMMAND CENTER
Heauguearrs, U. S, Marine Corps
#eshington, D. C. 2038

SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 210601 ~ 220600 AUGUST 1965

{RETERE A R i1 MAF
o o L b T STTRREY

L& OPERATION STARLIGHT

E A BiTs 1/7 AND 3/7 {-} CONTINUE SEARCH AND CIEAR OPER =
.. ATIONS DESTROYING CAVES, TUNNELS AND SPIDER HOLES, SPORADIC
SNIPING CONTINUES wITH NO REPORTED USMC CASUALTIES, N AN

EARLIER REPORT, CG 111 MAF STATED ONE ROUND OF NGF WOUNDED 2
‘AND KILIED ONE USMC, . |

THE LATEST CASUALTY FIGURES ARE:

MARINES
KIA 45
DIED OF WOUNDS 5
NON-BATTLE DEATHS 2
WA 22

NON-BATTLE INJURIES 1
Ye

KiA 599 (CONFIRMED BUT STILL IN-
COMPLETE)
CAPTURED , 6
" BYCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC
' XEGRADINT . LOT DIR 5200.10
0ES NOT R LY Page 1 wof 3 Papes

R
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S LTAE A
A € KL ﬁ:f B L

WOTE: 9% VO SUSPECTS HAD BEEN CLEARED AND REREASED,
S T2 STILE RENARN £ SUSPECT CATEGORY,

| E~ Gz RRENG ARVN OPS TN CONJURCTION WITH STARLIGHT

- ACODE AR T EC Te8 COMUSMACY REPORTED YO NMCC THAT THE

ol AN \fw fik m!: BN GHE EN) AND VHE 2ND BN, 51ST ARVN REGY COM-

& N%D SEARCHING CAVES, TUNNELS AND SPIDER TRAPS IN THE VAN

COMPLEA AT 21060001 AND HAVE ENCOUNTERED LIGHT RESESTANCE.

f\f'} H’a OR CONTACT WITH ORGANIZED VC UNITS. FOUR ARVN SCOUT
ROES WITH ARVN HANDIERS ARE BEING USED,

CLG GALVESTON AND DD PRITCHETT HAVE BEEN W ITH-
| DRAWN. DD ORIECK REMAINS ON STATION TO PROVIDE NGFS, IT 15
| TENTATIVELY PLANNED T0 TERMINATE OPN STARLIGHT TODAY, 22 AUS,

| WITHDRAWING ALL UNITS, »

CG 111 MAF 2102407 (S)

© CG 1) MAF 211516Z (S)
COMUSMACY 2110002 (C)
FONCON FMFPAC 2204500 (C)

» 6, CGFMEPAC ADVISED CMC THAT 67 M-274 (MECHANICAL -
~ NULE) VEHICIES N 3RD MARDIV ARE DEADLINED OUT OF 306 ON HAKD,
/" ANALSIS REVEALS 50 AKE DEADLINED FOR ENGINE REPAIRSIREPLACE-
NN,

B (G EMEPAC REQUESTED CHC FOR IMVEDIATE AIR SHIP-
~ NENT OF 50 ENG INE ASSE wmus AND CONS IDERATION BE GIVEN FOR
7 PROVIDING CTT MARDIV WITH 200 NEW M-274A1 VERICIES,

COTRGNERD FROW ﬁ”'lOMA LC
PROUADING, L DIRG2GTLNE i 8
SR OROY SPY Page & of @ pagen
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MPRING CORPS COMMAND CENTER
Heagguarters, U, S, Marine Corps
washington, D, C. 2038

SUMIAAEY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST
PERIOD 220601 - 230600 AUGUST 1448

SIARLIGHT

BLTs 3/7 AND 3/7 CONTINUE SEARCH AND CLEAR

HATEONS THROUGHOUT THE OBJECTIVE AREA.  ARVN FORCES
e CELEDR 6 VO AND CAPTURER 1 WOUNDED VC, PRESENT IN-
TTHONS ARE TO BACKLOAD 3/7 (SLF) NLT END OF DAYLIGKT 24
AUGUST, RET7 () WELL RETURN OVERLAND TO CHU LAT SWEEPING
1 E € TRUNG PHAN PENNINSULA (SOUTHERN END OF CRU LAl TAOR!
‘i TND OF DAYLIGHT 24 AUGUST.

DURING THE OPERATION OVER 100 ASSORTED SMALL

RIS, ONT 6Omm MORTAR AND 67 LBS OF TNT WERE CAPTURED,

A CAPTURED VC REPORTED THAT THE 157 VC REGT
‘5 LUHLDUED TO ATTACK CHU LAT AIRFIELD AT 180700 (MARINE
Lo BIK LANDED AT 180645H), A SAND TABLE MODEL OF THE ALRE izl
§iS REPOTTE D TO BE USED IN TRAINING FOR THE ATTACK. ALTHOUGH
HE VO HAYE [N THE PAST AVOIDED LARGE SCALE ENGAGEMERNT wiTH
MK NF. FORCES, 1T IS EVIDENT THAT THEY ARE WILLING TO TAKE
T RASK FOR A LUGRATIVE TARGET, ‘WHEN BACKED 7D THE wALL

LR REC Tl L R R AR o e Dt AT
.

d

: i

'

u7 {

LEY ARE CAPABLE OF TENACIOUS RESISTANCE, ESPECIALLY wHERE

BDOCRDNM cUTONAYY
RARVARES ‘ o PGD DIR S800. J'(J . 5
GE NOT APRLY Page _n,.0f.2 . »prges

L ul b A % MM&M mmft:...m)m‘«ﬁ
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EHREAIN FAVORS THE DEFENDERS,

FONGON FMFPAC 2220457 (L)
MACY CC 2212102 (C)
FONCON FMFPAC 2217152 (U
MACV 2302252 (C}

b OTHER OPERATIONS

219 COMPLETED A SEARCH AND CLEAR OPERATION OF
LAKNE COMPLEX. NO ADDITIONAL VC CONTACT,

A PATROL FROM CO "B", 1/9 RECEIVED SA FIRE
APFROXIMATELY 4 MILES SOUTHEAST OF DANANG. THE PATROL
ASSAULTED THE HEDGEROW WHERE THE FIRE CAME FROM AND VC

© BROKE CONTACT. INTHE SAME VICINITY, THE PATROL APPRE--

HENDED 8 ¥C DRESSED AS MONKS,

ADMINO FMFPAC 220604Z (S)
¢ AIR OPERATIONS

ASRT AT PIEIKU AND DANANG PLUS UPS- 1AT DANAN@;_
ARE IN A DOWN STATUS, ?

A RF-8A TAKING OFF ON A PHOTO MISSION HAD

" [RQUBIE RAISING LANDING GEAR AND CRASHED. PILOTEJECTED

© AND PARACHUTE BLOSSOMED JUST PRIOR TO IMPACT. HE APPEARS
UNINIURED. CAMERAS WERE REMOVED AND THE AIRCRAFT WAS
SESTROYED BY TANKS FRON 9TH MARINES.

CG FIT MAF 2223384 (5}

BN meaM AUTONAYEC
PRG) *
SV

..\JD DIR 5200 .00 -
T ARPLY Page Zi,,m,,,& BURes

s S ey
R O
it Ut
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US MARINE ACTION NEAR CHU LAT

Late yesterday US Marine forces from Chu Lal
initiated a two-battallon search and destroy operation
sgalnst an estlimated VC reglment reported to be in an
arce slx miles south of Chu Lal Alrfield. The operation
(schematic below) went according to plan, and by early

SOUTH CHINA SEA

HELO LIFT

BLOCKING POSITIONS ="

ww—l-‘
LG NAVAL
waml . GUNFIRE [

DD
SUPPORT §

this morning the link-up between the heliborne and sea-
landed units was accomplished, (C)

Reports are fragmentary and incomplete., However,
1t has been reported that four US personnel were kllled
and 5 wounded, two Tanks were damaged or destroyed,
and two helilcopters were hit by ground fire, One of the
killed is a US Army helicopter pllot. The VC were reported
employing 57-mm fire from pillboxes. No estimate of VC
casualtles was reportod. (C)

I COMUSMACY TTLECON 1807007 (C)
NMECC OPERATIONAL SUMMARY
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e - sF?phfpx CLAGSIFICATION

1.

ogg‘,}o?ug‘@?(h‘jzow OENTEXR

J4-3 J5-2 J6-3 SACSA-5 NMCC-2
&3 CSA-2 'CNO-?. CSAF-2 CMC-7 FILE-1(54) G/R

G

g g RN
JOINT MESSAGEFORM - g " . ‘ "r "‘\(i'; LSS IFIRD

IST: CJCS~1 DJS-3 SJ( 1.y
SAMAA-T1 JRC-2 SECDEF-5 W/HQ

DTG: 192340Z AUG 65

X e mgm
i PRECEDENCE | wvez mes (Oheck) REFERS TO CLASGIFFCATION
N - OF REFGRENCE
ACTION AN T AT 5 SINGLE
INFO i e 4, AT e
¢ FROM: — | GREGHAE—NEFR UCTIONG
ann WASH DO
{'ro:
{ COMUBNACY T
Diatae
White llouse
Slate
'J 1.»&
C3A
“he President sends lne following message to General CoAP
X0
E ce
"Uoextend my hesrtrelt thanks and congratulations -~ and those
to;,_" the funerican people -« Lo the military units wider your command CEG e ;
. :
cvnieh hoeve echieved clearcutl victory ageinst the lst Viet Coag Y
p Hegdwent ot Chu Lail,. This nstion is deeply proud of its rless i
f Cishting sons.  They will have the continued, umteo, snd determined f
eupport of their peo le &bt howe.  Our nearts go out to the familics ;
s couretes of those who have given their lives.
l "I know that the men who have won this victory will show the 3
e ional generosily of the Amervican Afmed Forces to. those whom
vihey have defeated,  We must prove in all our acticns thal the
H DATE TIME
coweth to peace for these sGversaries is through return and 10
i MONTH YEAR
;
Poecaemed et an ana ol Lhroush cortiried srocesaion,  Yhe eoven A 3965
i‘\ Teymbor SIGNATURE ,
;: oD & /%9// ./‘/ / /i/i/f“/‘“f”
PO EYRED RAME M\rnm.:. [Bignature, if required) E TYPED {oFstamped ’/AMEAP\D ITLE
Fobers B, leds 3
;E\ PHONE L5 1,;?!5(; 3 ;’f& F‘ y
P sccuRivY CLACSIFICATION
|
H i L e
DEB 2 AER NN FARM $YR. § OCTY 49, WHICK WILL BE USED UNTIL EXKAUDSTED k4
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; R Sl W
: Lyndon B. Johuson' . -
;
[

ST G oo i
ko

SCIASCIRIDG ¢ ' ?‘

&y

IRIIALS -

it

s

B PSSV,

e \i-,h GOVERNMENT BAITING OFPICR 1686-+85G4 S i

DECLASSIFIED



r—

P e

s

_ CIRCUIT NO. (COMMO) K Q Tor/T00
\ .

—

vemas «210-38 (REV. 8-61)

DECLASSIFIED

T T ‘ .‘

B o0
. NAVY DEPARTMENT UNCLASSIFIED

JEOENCE ACTION RELEASKD BY . lm BY PHONK HO.

M D. L. McDONALD, USN 55664
0p~00

PRIORITY W
INFO ‘
PRIORITY

P~ 1923412 - ~ | | .

FM: CNO

TO: OOMSEWN‘I‘HFUI‘

INFO: CINCPAC | | 5
CINCPACFLT ' . _, &
COMUSMACY L e

. CMC
uynelas
1, PLEASE PASS TO ALL HANDS, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS, WHO

PARTICIPATED IN OPERATION STARLIGHT MY CONGRATUI.ATIONS_ AND
APPRECIATION IN BEHALF OF THEIR SHIPMATES THROUGHOUT THE
VNAVY. 'THOSE WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE WILL LONG LIVE
IN OUR MEMORIES.

2, THIS SIGNIFICANT AND HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL AMPHIBIOUS
OPERATION AGAIN VISIBLY DEMONSTRATED THE POWER AND VERSA- | ;
TILITY OF BALANCED NAVAL POWER. STARLIGHT ALSO R.EEMPHASI‘ZED -

THE CAPABILITY OF THE NAVY-MARINE CORPS TEAM TO STRIKE

RAPIDLY AND WITH DEVASTA:I‘ING EFFECT. PLANNING WAS THOROUGH

£eB

AND EXECUTION WAS SUPERB. WELL DONE.
ADMIRAL DAVID L, McDONALD

DRAFTER: Op-00

DIST: SECNAV.. 00. 0090 0010 .0300040 00500070 QOQM
' CMC.. FP..BFR | | ,;

OL NO. (COMMO) M

2049//EW//1 41Z AUG 68

N\

H-49084

U FIE v\ N
NCLA , V\ S 4 x — P—copv {
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STARLIE

f SO HANOGE WaT N OFFICLR &(&f& WARFIELDY aRD FUHFPAC Lﬂ(“ (1A/>é/€>
QA o, L.:r’«‘f*ﬂl) SIS
e D THIE SORFE RN
s COBNMENCING 24 £
ON 2@ AU, YLLL £
OPERAT Y0NS (N Van

mM) LUOPLATIES RaF Ae /-?/
08T, IXL BAF FORGES, VITH RVHAF URITS JOXHING //
Uy o tyd TG THREE ﬁAY SEARCH AND CLEAR ¥ d
WGOOBSECT YVE AREA, FURPOSE WILL BE 70V
DESTRGY RESIDUSL REIICTANCL &U0 TO COLLELT INFORBATION, VO
VEAPONG AND FOJJ”UE‘En WH&ﬂH WILL FUSTHED NOCUXENT THE uxHﬁHYNG
DEFEAT SUFFERED BY (HZ
te BLL EETIKATES OF VO CFSUAL:JQU HAVE BEEN, AND WiLl, BE, ON THE
NSERVATIVE SIDE. AN ANCURATE DODY COUNT HAS BREN
TPOSSTELE, THE EFFECUIVE US OF AIR, NGF, mu Y, AND TANKS
ﬁ%AINS £ DETERNMINED DEFERNSE, KUCH OF WHICH WAS ﬁN“'PGROJPDg
YSULTED IN EYTHER TOTAL DCSTnUCTKON OR BURI&L OF MUCHK OF THE
JDENCY, FURTTERMORE, THE RAPIDITY WITH WHICH THE OPERATICN was
CANpBCTEDR PROVIDED LINITED OPRORTUNITY FOR DETAILED SEARCH AND
ﬁOUNfe A RECONSTRUCT ION.QF THE VC 03 TORETHSR WITH SURVIVOR
ACCOUNTS GONFIRNS THAT HEAVY LOSSES VERE SUFFEJED BY THE 18T VC
REGIMENT, CURRENE SEARCH ARD CLE@P OirRATIU&% AND FURTHER
SU?VIU&R INFEROGAT S0 SHOULD PROVIDE ADDITIOUWAL HEVIDENCE AND
DETAIL S
4o SONE OF THE NOST SALIENT AND INTERESTING FOINYS ABOUT
QPERAY‘OM STAR LITE ARE AS FOLLOWSS
A 7 de OPERAT ION WAS BASED ON G00D INTELLIGENCE.
Ba TME OPFERATION WAS EXECUTED ¥ITH GREAT DESPATON AND
FACELLY MX SEQURITY, RESULTING IN THE ACHIEVENENT 07 TOTAL
C‘URFF\i SE 1]
£, THY ‘AMPI—J"ZH\!S’“‘/ML\RH FME NATURE OF THFR OPERATTION WAS

FRR LYY had SRR R WIEEY

MANIFESE THROUGHOUT. THE SEA PROVIDED ACCESS TO THE ENERY AR
SERVED AS AN ANVIL AGINST WHICK THE WARINES HANNERED ENEMY
KLEBENT Se |

D, THo OFERAT 0N YAS GONCEIVED ON THE INITRATIVE OF 11 NATe

cg. b RO 029

I WAt AN QMPLN SIVEASTRIKING FORCE OFERATION, WOT ONE IR WHIOH

Wi REFW!FJ YC INITIATIVE,
Eo THERE UfH* INDICATORS THAT THESNC IN THE DANANGeCHUU LAY
e&Lﬁ : R PET“P ING FOR OFFENSIVE ACTION IN THE AREA: IN P&RY,
FARAT _UT SEAR LITE HAS URPSET THEIR FLANSAGCHEDULE.
JF'”‘/

JT
’
'REPROGUCTION QF THIS DOCUMERNT IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS PROWIBITED EXCEPT WiTH. PERMISSION OF THL 155UING 0FF|CF

SECRET (When filled in) KAYMC HQ 3u8-ADM

(REY. 7-62)
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ‘ '
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

THE JOINT STARF v ,v 20 August 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM
Subject: Operation Star Lite

Attached 1s the requested wrap-up report on Operation' -
. Star Lite with three enclosures,

ACMC |
CofS

DC/S®SE) | Lha

 svoors NN,
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OPERATION STAR LITE

Based upon intelligence reports of a Viet Cong concen-
tration of the lst Main Force Viet Cong Regiment (estimated
strength 2000), the US Marines on 17 August (EDT) launched a
search and destroy operation in an area about slx miles south
of Chu Lal. The 3d Battallon, 3d Marines was sea-lifted by
an LST SLanding Ship Tank), an LSD (Landing Ship Dock), and
an APA (Amphibious Assault Transport) of the US Seventh Fleet
to a posltlon south of the Viet Cong unit. Simultaneously,
the 2d Battalion, U4th Marines from Chu Lal was ailr-lifted by
helicopters to a blocking positlon north of the Viet Cong
concentration., This alr landing was preceded by 20 US Marine
alrcraft, bombing and strafing the landing zone. A crulser
and a destroyer provlided naval gunfire support. A Speclal
Landing Force, composed of the 3d Battalion, 7Tth Marines and
a helicopter squadron embarked aboard an LPH ( Amphiblous
Assault Ship), was in position to provide a floating reserve
force, :

(Initiél tactical situation in enclosure A4).

By 1850 (EDT) 17 August, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines
was amphibious landed and linked up with the 24 Battalilon,
4th Marines helicopter-borne troops. The assault force en-
countered a well-organized coordinated defensive area wlth an
elaborate trench, tunnel and concrete bunker system. The
Viet Cong were armed with rifles, automatic rifles, submachine
guns, 60 and 81 mm mortars, 57 and 75 mm recoilless rifles,
machine guns and 3.5 inch rocket launchers. A determined,
skillful defense was conducted by the Viet Cong and the quallfy
of resistance and uge of combined arms confirmed the original
estimate of a hard-core Viet Cong combat unit.

At about 0730 EDT on 18 August, two companies from the
3d Battallon, 7th Marines Special Landing Force afloat were
landed by hellcopters to Join the attack. Subsequently, the
additional two companies of the Special Landing Force afloat
were landed over the beach to assist in the operation by seal-
ing off the Viet Cong routes of escape.

~ Continuous support 1s belng provlded our troops by
artillery, alr, and naval gunfire support. Hellcopter flights
continue around the clock for re-supply and evacuation of
- wounded. C-123 aircraft are on station with flares during
~ darkness. : :
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Although the Viet Cong made two attempts to break through
on the first night, they were repulsed. Night illumination was
provided by suppdrting arms and flare ships thus,it 1s unlikely
that Viet Cong were able to escape ln strength.

By nightfall of the second day of battle, the three Marine
BLT's were occupying nlght defensive positions, having overrun
the obgective area. At first light on 19 August (20 August
Salgon), Marines: continued mop-up operations consisting of a

- thorough sweep of the area. A methodical search of the area.

is 8till belng cpnducted to screen out any remairing Viet Cong,
destroy fortificgtions, and explolt the success of the operatlion.

(Current tactical situation in enclosure B)

Preliminary Viet Cong casualty reports indlcate the Viet
Cong may have suffered an estimated 1000 killed(451 body count
after searching one half of obJective area), several hundred
wounded, and 112 Viet Cong or Viet Cong suspects captured. The
action was fast moving, makling accurate casualty assessment
difficult. Numerous Viet Cong were sealed in caves and tunnels
by demolitlons. Casualty accounting was further compllicated by

- the nature of the casualtlies inflicted by bombs, napalm, flame

tanks, artillery, and naval gunfire.

Latest US casualtles are 52 killed and 205 .wounded. 1t
15 estimated that 60 percent of these casualties were caused
by small arms or machine gun fire, some of which had been by-
passed 1n the heavy cover.

, Through interrogatlion of prisonérs and civilians the Viet
Cong strength and order of battle ls belng reconstructed. -
Civilians found in the area have been cooperative,

The success of thls operation is attributed to accurate
intelllgence, qulck response, and securlty of operations plans.
Prisoners confirm the presence of four hard-core battalions.

On 19 August, General Lam, CG, 2nd ARVN Divlision, offered
two battallons to take part in the operation. The offer was
accepted and RVN forces wlll be introduced into the objectlve
area today for a period of about two days to assist in additio-
nal search and destroy operations 88 required and in the mop-up
phase of the operation.

' DECLASSIFIED
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER - -

Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps

Washington, D. C.
: ‘ gust 1965
ol —
of ‘ ‘
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD PN s SO N
DC/Sbar) 2, |
SGS i
0316Q MCCC Log Entry ' T
Subj: Call from Admiral LEMOS, NLCP
Encl: (1) Copy "Marine Supply Trip Runsjlnto Disaster"

by Peter Arnett - TIHE EVENING STAR - Night
Final Washington, D. C., Thursday, August 19,
1965 :

1, Received call from Admiral LEMOS, NMCC advising that
the President just called refeérencing an article in the
Evening Star by Peter Arnett.

This article was titled '"Marine Supply Trip Runs into
Disaster."

NMCC has sent a copy of the article to COMUSMACV info
CINCPAC.

2. Subsequent to the above call, Watch Officer called
FMFPAC advising of the above and that they could probably
get a copy of the article from CINCPAC.

3. Appripximately 0330Q, Major SERRIN called from NMCC
advising that III MAF is aware of the article. Also,

Lieutenant General KRULAK presently at III MAF is aware
of the article.
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By I’ETER ARNFTT R
Associnted Progs 8tatf erper :
VAN TUONG, Viet Nam-—The ‘mission of US Marlne
Supply Column 21 yesterdpy quﬂslmple get to the beach-
head, resupply a line com gh ‘ﬁd return {o the 7th I‘lect
mothcr ship anchored a mile: n-the bay. .
Only one of those objeg Was Iulfllled 'l‘he 3(}man
detachment got to the beachhe ‘
; 1t never found the ling lcompany .'rAnd it neVer retumed
Men from the column Wji:emong 1.8, casualties in the -
fighting on the Van Tuong Bariinsula‘that-shaped- up as the
blggest American battle of the ¥iet Nam war.

The “supply pokes fllgurqd they hiad an easy run.

_They had heard that linecoripinleslanded earlier in;the‘
day were getling heavy fire from Viet Cong positions.. . =

But Supply Column 21 was & formidable force made up of-

five steel-shod Amiracs—35-ton am hibldus vehicles—to carty
food and ammuniuon-uand two 18 tanks 1o escort them
| ‘ohce ashore.. -

‘ The column packed a total 0 d@ﬁi tons of steel,

~ The paths that led to- its ruction wexe paved w1th
confusmn

Failing to locale the designated line cdmpany, the men
set out 1o look for it. : v

The huge Amiracs, once Gilt of the water, were unwieldly.
The crews flopped from one rice paddy to another, calling at
one battalion and then the next. No ong seemed fo pay miich
attention to it. F

At 11 a.m. Supply Column 21 was ébbut 400 yards ahead
of the nearest Marine riflemen, The véhicles were deep in the
Viet Cong territory and, suddenly. were deep in trouble,

Survivors said the Viet Oong Tose out of hedge rows and
swamps.

Lance Cpl. Richard:Pass ol Homeward 11, said his
Amtrac vecred aside as explosions erupted around them, The
leading tank was hit Wlth an ar mor-pxerclng shell. Two men

" inside were wonnded. ‘

The terraced paddyhelds made tactical maneuvering
_difficult and the supply men were not trained for it.. Attempt-
-ing to get into good firing positions; threc of the five Amtracs
backed into a deep paddy and bogged down,

The other two edged toward the tanks for shelter, :One
did’t make it. A Viet Cong knocked it out by dropping a
grenade down its hatch, killing {wo Americans inside and
wounding others.

Pass saw Viel Cong with smmunition bandohers, black
pajama uniforms and camouflaged steel helmets move rlght
“up to an Amtrac 30 yards to his left.

He said doors of the vehicle clanged open as the two
drivers tried to make a break io Pdss’ vehicle. One of the
Americans was killed as he leaped out.

The other was plunging through the paddyficld swinging

- his Marine knife when he went:down, When pulled oui dead
today, he still had the knife clutched i his hand.

Ay : s B

T EVENING STAR - Night Final
Washington, D. C,, Thursday,
August 19, 1965

Encl (1)

DECLASSIFIED



=

IS

600 6

RINES K
JFRRI

I}

AS

DECLASSIFIED

1 s Tesoued wt Ouipost

T swolber  batlle, el
Awneriean advisers Were jraantle]

by hedicopter when Victeong

Aattackers overran an outpost 8t
Dapsut, near the Laotian hor-
dor. "he fale of the South

N

%8 Viclcong Are Caplured
in Largest Operation by
hkmericans in Vielnam

{COASTAL AREA CLEARED

iclicoplers Rescue 8 G.1.’s
Mier Communists Overrun
an Oulpost Near Laos

By NI, SHEEHAN

Speclat to Fhe New Work Wimes
DANANG, Soulh  Vielram,
cAug. 18 - In oa fieree lwo-
LGay batlle 1hal ended late thig

A AY Ay\ W Fy [ Victnamese garrison was not
DAY BAYILE

RNOWIL,

fhe batlle, in which a large
viclcong  force was {rapped,

of 8 mew United Stales abrstrip
at Chulad, which s being de-
fended by clements of the Third
Marine Amphibious Foree.

he fighting began al dawn
yesterday when ihree anaring
companics stormed ashore from
{he altack transport Tanadaga
near {he village of Aunthal, The
peach is just south of & sinall
triangular - shaped peninsuls
(hal. had been a Communist
slronghdld for lwo ycars

' A fourlh marlne  company
had moved overland from Chue
Jai the might before end taken
up &
{wo #nd a half miles to the

‘ii].m‘lh on {he other side of the
‘gpcniusu'm“

ook place aboul 12 miles south |

blocking position about

afternoon,

United

States |

Shorlly after the amphibjous

o0

Because of {he heavy fights

i1Jima was thrown inlo the fight
yesterday aftermioon to reinforee
the amphibious units, ‘
By dusk yesterday, the Ma-
rines had fought their way to
within a mile of the beach, Dur-
ling the night the troops dug
in and sent out, patrols Lo main-
tain contact with the Viecteong.
Flares were dropped to jllumin-
ate the arca and the arlillery
dand naval bombardment con-
tinued.
Al dawn the Marine infantry
again pushed forward and by
'kn;idaﬂemoon had cleared the
icteong from the entire penin-
sula, When night fell, the Ma-
rines were engaged in mopping
up the remaining ‘Communists
in {he arca and in scarching &
maze of Lunncls -discovered n
ihe cliffs ahove the beach, |
The coimtryside Was described
as rugged tevrain ¢f plowed rice
paddies crisscrossed by dense
rows of irces, and rolling hills
covered by rock

; ing, another Marines batuxnon:’
' [from the helicopler carrier lwo.

f Frisoners Interrogated

Before the baltle began Ma-
{rine officers had estimated that
2,000 Vietcong were operating
in the poninsula and nearby

terrogatling prisoners to oblain
a more accurale estimate of the
sive of the Communist force,

have
marine

the  Vietcong
escaped  through
lines Jast night. )
Scnior officers were extreme:
ly pleased with the results of
the operation, which they be-
lieved had been cofficiently ox-
eculed. The atlack was planned
on the basis of information
oblained by numcrous patrols
the srarines sent into the srea
from the Chulad air base.
The  Vieleong had - allowed

might
Lthe

arcas. Tonight, officers were in-;

i
!

3

I was belioved thal some of

themselves 1o be trapped with

Lothelr backs against the . ses

whers  they  could be over.
whelmed by the force of modern
conventional arng,

‘ory
4

and palches of serub brush that
afforded the Communists good)
concealment. ’
The Marines were forced 1o
fight thelr way painfully for-
ward clearing the guerrillas.
from {he bunkerg and foxholes!

“We called the Lune,”

‘nis Lime we fought the war|
outcroppingsiowr way,” s marine ‘officer said,

“Marines killed al least bbh2 Viols

cong lrapped on m peninsula
-ahout 72 miles south of this porl
‘_((lwu.

Marine officers on the scene
-estimated that the tola] of Viels
cong dead would txeced 600,
Sihirty-cight guerrillas weve
captured and an
Communist. communications
center was destroyed.

The bailtie was the firsl major

ground aclion waged solely by
United Stales droops in the
Vielnam war and the victory
was one of the most shiiking
{thus far in {he conflict.
A spokesman here described
{marine castaltics as “light” ju
{praportion. to the size of the
force Involved, which numbered
4,000 {o- 5,000 wmen, or the
cquivalenl of & regiment,

Rowever, officigl sonrees in
(Saigon  reporled  that  the
1United Slates casvally toll was
1the highest suffered in & singla
battle in Vietnam go far.

jmportant |

Lion was langed by helicoptering

gssaull, another marine hattale }

\three zones Lwo mileg o ‘tho
‘i iontinued on L'age 8, Colwan b
' HUN 8‘

Jrear hetween the blocking force
rand {he amphibious group.
One Nelicopter 1ost

| While «ill landing, the hel-
icopler force came under heavy:
inro from Communist automat-
fi(z weapohs, mortars and d7-mim.!
recoilless rifles, Several of the
helicoplers were hil, One was
so badly damaged il had to Jand
in Communist territory; where
it was destroyed by marine air-

’

} Cont m uu\ ]llm n l'agr
[

3

and suffering casuialtios
throughout the advance. .,

Within three hours, however,
the helicopter - borne batlalion
had linked up with the ahphi-
bious forcc and the Vieldong
were cifectively {rapped Wwithin
a small arca, where, they eould
be destroyed by the Marine in-
fantry supportd by ariillery,|’
naval gunfire and air srikes,
Alreraft Blocks Escape

A Vieleong company lited to
preak through the advancing,
Marines bul was ncarly wiped
out by waves of JF-4B Fhantom
and A-1 Skyhawk fighter-bomb-
crs atlacking with napahn, 750-
pound hombs and rockets.

The Marine jets flew 140 sor-
ticg during the {wo-day. batlle,
dropping 92 tons of bombs, The

crafl. The erc¢w was rescued.

“by well-forlified - bunkers, itun

cers  yeported,  Some

‘conerete.
4

Yor securily weasons, the
exacl Josses were nol mado
public.

The Vielcong were protected

I'nels ang foxholes, Marine offi-
‘ of the
bunkers, concealed under peas-
;ant hutls, were reinforced hy‘»

cruisey Galveston and two sup-.
porting destroyers as well as
-fartillery battories” nearby 2150
fired thousands of shells dnto:
he é\,gf't(';mu'. fortifications.

Y : L

NEW YORK TIMES
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DRATH OVERTAKES L
USSRV ONY

Wiihcring V»ietcong Miack
. Wrecks Marine Armored
Column in Rice Paddy

ok

By The Assoclated hcu
VANTUONG, South lenmn,
Aug. 18 - Under & swol-
tering  midday  sun, .. Uniled
States Marine Supply . Column
21 Twnbereq to ils death yester-

day in the morass of & Vict] K
biast Killod two Amel‘icans and; sone, The ' Afderieans rushed
from iheir vehicles to the heli-|.

namese rice paddy.

Pv the end of the day the
argorced colummn, 287 {ons of |
slecl, was no more, Somc of the
< {eolumn’s 80 marines swrvived
“fthe withering Vieteong atlack,
,Ibut none escaped unmarked,

In the balllefield “lay the
ruins of the column, five slecl-
‘shod amiraks - &6-ton amphibi-
ous vehicles and iwo M-48

* tanks, They were parl of the
“ 10l in the battle of Vanutuong
, Péninswla, where the Marines

engaged in the hieaviest United
States fighting of the Vielna-
mese war, | ‘

The marineg of Column 21
had figured on_an easy run,
hefr mission was to gel to the
beachhead, resupply & line com-
pany and retwn to the Seventh
Tleet mr)l,]‘)mg L=:hi]'»'a mile off
shore.

Jhey sccomplished none  of
the objectives.

Atraks ¥all to ]<md an

Onee oul of the waler,” the
huge ambraks flopped from one
vice paddy {o another, unwicldy:
behemoths tinable {o find their

way. Again and again, the
maines called oul do men in
ihe field bul falled to find 1he,
lme company they had heen as-
‘signed Lo resupply.

VAt 11 AM, the cohmmfounﬂ

. -

DECLASSIFIED

Blm'k clad Vielcong  guertil-,

out of hedgerows and swamps.
Jixplosions erupled all avound

vivor, Lance Cpl. Richard Yess
of Momewood, 1ll, An armor-
plercing shell hit the leading

ver into good fiving positions,’

traincd for dhe derraced tor-
qrain,

A Viclecong soldier knocked
out one of ihe remaining am-
traks by dropping a grenade in
the hatch as i cdged toward
the tanks Im prot(‘otlon. ’.(‘hc

g

wounded others inside the ye-
hicle, , *

Ylafler  he
through  {he  184nch
hatch under the tank.

Mortar shells hounced off the
American vehicles, and Corporal
Iass  walched as . Vielcong
soldiers with ammunition ban-
dolicrs, black-pajama uniforms
and camouflaged stecl helmels
atlacked an amirak 30 yards 1o
his left.

One of the two drivers was
killed as he leaped out of the
beleaguered vehicle, The other
was cuf down by bullets in the
paddyficld.

Phe Vieteong knocked out a
third amtrak ang the survivors
sought prolection in the other
two,

Men Douse Yach Other

he marines ripped al the
Vicleong with machine.gun and
rifle five from the vehicles, but
stil) the Vietcong kept coming.
They 1ook 'lurns . as sharp-
ishooters from peepholes in their

Jivehicles. “1 cowlan’t mancuver,

wp  there)”  sald, Pfe. James)
Xeeff of Scattle, Wash, who
cscaped with a slight wound,

The comparlments of the an-

s T

|

iteelf deep in cnemy ter }xlmy |

DECLASSIFIED

\lthe column, according Lo & sur-’

tank, wounding dwo men inside.
The amtraks uwd 1o maneu~;

o, 4
but dhree of {he five bogged {l m - mmp.f1
down in a decp paddy. The Meying hemﬂc%
supply men had not  boen!:

Communist  shells punched, The helicopter cvacuaied the
three holes in one tank, Bullets|injured in two flights. The dead
piddled ihe wounded driver{Were Jeft behind,”

squcezed  himself Ground forces srrived to re-
escape lieve the other ghrvivors.

o0

raks became cauldlons K. Sel|
las suddenly rose Jike locusts Jaé&sMel‘ino -of Lomita, (‘alff

‘sa!ﬂl the mon “gplashed waler
on éach other from resupply
cang -{p prevont ;heat exhaus-
tion,

Suddenly, = young CCII]l()ld]
iishouted: "Oka men, wuemm

‘rlncs Lct's dg Hic Job.”

{ éﬁmb out, but
fn i botiveen  the
ould yalge' his
(o
fon, - Bergeant
Wrantic whisper
from  outside, ™ “Anitrak, am-
‘irak” 1L was s 'Wounded {ank
icrewman, The % rgeant and oth-
crs pulled him ¥nside,

Late in the aflerpoon air
strikes began o case the pres
sure on the remnantis of Colunim
21,

A solitary helicopler landed

al  daybreak, mistaking  {he
bodv-hlloxcd ficld for a Janding

copter, earrying the wounded.

The men of Column 21
wanted Lo carl. off their vch-
fcles, bul an officer told them:

“Pake your belohgings out of
the vehicles, We rre going lo

blow them up.”

V!ctcong bodwa i

NEW YORK TIMES
PAGE ONE
20 AUG 65

'he reliel forees counted 18‘
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Vietcong Inflict Casualties on Advancing Marines

U(s marines rushing for cover as snipws open fire during large two-day oﬂonsivo
a;,ainsi Communist guerriilas in the Yauluong Peninsula, abdut %0 miles south of Panang,

PAGE ONE
20AUG 65

Assoclatéd Press Ratllophn 05,
A marine with a llend wouhd is loﬂ fo the reay for evacu-
aflon. Me was juside amphiblous {ank hit by guerrillas,

DECLASSIFIED

NEW YORK TIMES



DECLASSIFIED

'

FLumbers to Death -

v by Peter Arnett "he Amiraks tricd to

YANTUONG, Vict-Namjfmancuver into good firing po-
Aug. 19 (A1) Under a swelgsitions, bul three of the five
tering midday sun, U.S. Ma-/bogged down in a decp paddy.
rine Supply Colump 21 Jum-' A Viet Cong knocked out

{ bered o jts death yesterdayjone of the remaining Amtraks|:

*in the morass of & Victnamese|yy dropping a grenade in the
rice paddy. ' A ne 3 alen . .
By the end of the day the hateh as it (dg(.d l(b'\\‘d](l l‘h‘(
armored column, 267 tons of|tanks for protection. The hlast
steed, was no more. Some ofikilled  two  Americans  and
the ‘30_ 1(‘al.hmwwoks survived lwounded others inside,
i‘h(l] \\!}1(!1{(\1‘111;{ Viet Cong al-l - voars hounced  off the
ack bul none escaped un- e T iee s
ru]i::r 1(‘:; t};?.“:.gf]](qd lay j\(;hf";ammuniti(m bandolicrs, black
steelshod Amir }(”q"" - 1“( pajama unifarms and camou-
props i AIAKS - Sol00 fy0q steel helmels atlacked
amphipious vehicles and twot, ™ Aptrak 30 yards to his
M-48 tanks. They were part of ;('fl !

fhe toll in the batlle of Van!

, twong peninsula, where the One of the two drivers was

Marines engaged in {he hegy.: killed as he leaped oul of the
jest ULS. fighting of the \fimulvﬂmﬂc- The other was cul
i down by bullets in the paddy-
Fasy Run Expeeted field.

The “supply pokes” of Col. | Third Xnoeked Out
umn 21 had figared on an| JU was & little after noon
casy run. Their mission was|now. With the sun beating
to pet to the heachhead, re-|Gown on the bloodied rice
supply a line company and re.|P&ddy, the Viet Cong
turn to the ih Fleet mother|knocked out a third Amtrak
ship anchored a mile  off and {he  survivors soughl
shore,

They accomplished one of . i
ihe nll)jcc[ivo'sf The inlerior compariments,

Once out of the waler, the of the metal monsters became
huge Amtraks flapped from canldrons.  Staff  Sgl. Jack
one rice paddy (o anolher, un- Merino of J.omitn, Calif,, said

namese war,

proteetion in the other two.. .

the men splashed waler onl -

- Maris® Supply (%pumn

cach olher from resupply cans
to prevent heatl exhaustion.
Suddenly, & young corporal:
shouted: “Okay, men, we're
{Marines. Let's do the job.”
e starled {o climb oul but
‘a bullet hit him between the
eyes before he eould raise his
rifie.
Enemy Is Held Off
The Marines held off the
enemy into the late afternoon,
when air strikes hegan to case
the pressure on the remnants
of Clolumn 21, They stayed at,
their positions through the

A solitary helicopteir landed
al’ daybreak, mistaking the

hody-litlered field for a land-
ing zonc. The Americans
rushed from their vehicles to
the chopper, carrying the
wounded,

lthe seriously injured in {wo
| flights, The dead were Teft hee
hind.

witddy behemolhs unable t(nf
find  their way. Again  and|
apain, the Marines called out|-
to combat. men in the field

hut failed to locale the ]ino;‘

" leompany they had heen desig

[nated 1o resupply.
i At 11 am, the column
found itself deep in enemy
Herritory. )
Black-clad Viel Cong sud-
denty rose like Jocusts out of!
hedge rows and swamps, Kx-
plosions  erupled all around
the Column, recalled a sure
vivor, Lance Cpl. Richard Pass
of Homewood, 111, An armor-.
picreing shell hit the leading,
tank, wounding (wo men in-
sidle.

THE WASHINGTON POST
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night. ;

The helicopler  evacuated
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!LRCE PETER ARNETT SXOQY ON MLRINE SUPPL{ COLUMN, THE |
CRIEF OF STAFF OF THME III MAF, COL. FULLER, AND THE G-3, COL.
VYCOFF, FURNISHED ACCOUNT OF THE INCIDENT {FTER HAVING HAD THE

RNRTT $TORY READ TO THEM, COMWMENTS FOLLOW:
“( . 3RD BN, $RD REGINENT ON RIGHT FLANK OF BEACHHEAD. 2D

i EN 4TH MARINES ON LEFT OF 3RD BN,
””EXISTED BETWEEN THE TWO BN'S AS LINK UP Hg) NO& BEEN

" ACCOMPLISMED AT TIME OF INNIDENT,
2, SUPPLY FORCE CONSISTED OF FCUR_ AMTI'ACS, TQQWM£EMI&MKS
THE ANTRACS ARMED WITH ONE .30

ACT

P
INFO

a3

?5549@53%1;2

IGURED HAD "EASY RUN" COMPLETELY UNTRUE, THERE IS NO "EASY
UN" IN A BEACHHEAD AREA WHICH IS HEAVILY ENGAGED WITH THE >
NEMY, THAT IS WHY THE COLUMN HAD TANXS FOR PROTECTION. S
~ 3,° CONFUSION DOES EXIST IN THE INITIAL STAGES OF ANY S e

“BATTLE, PARTICULARLY A BEACHHEAD OPERATION, HOWEVER, THE B
RADIO CONTACT WITH THE UNITS ON 3

SSUPPLY’COLUMN WAS IN CONSTANT RADI
"THE FRONT, - THEY KNEW' THAT THE CONPANY THEY WERE TO RESUPPLY
'WAS ABOUT '4p@ 'YARDS TO THEIR LEFT, THE COLUYN CAME OVER THE

" BEACH BEWIND THE 3RD BATTALION AND WAS MOVING LATERALLY

{ /" BEHIND THEIR LINES TO REACH THE 2D BATTALION. 1IN DOING SO.

i THEY 'CROSSED THE SALIENT WHICH EXISTED BETWEEN THE TWO BN'S.

i THEY WERE TAKEN UNDER INTENSE FIRE BY HARD CORE VC WITH 75 AND
57MM ‘RECOLILLESS RIFLES, IQMM MORTARS, MACHINE GUNS AND SMALL

DECLASSIFIED

ND ONE.FLAME THROWER TANK. il
CHe THE STATEMENT BY ARNETT THAT MEN &Y

AN ENE'IY SALIENT OF ABOUT 3@6 YARDS

f/?v’
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AU THE STONY INPLILD IgeT THT ”b 3OLO0N Ui et
CFOR THE 2D BN, THIS IQ’ SO, I’-“C\’ i) ’\E‘ N A/.LO H\Cn
S KIEY WKERE THEY WERT, SUT™IN CROGSSING THE \LIV“" 1 ATTACKED
BY(”UPERIOR FIRE POWER. THEY DID \OT “CAI& AT ONE 3@,”THEN
THL JEXT WITH NO ATTENTION SZING PAID TO THEM." . THEY
LANDED BEYIND THE SRD BN, AND PPOCEEDED TOWARD THEIR
; DESTINATION, IN RADIO ﬂONi CT AT ALL TIVES.
[ 4, IN MANEZUVERING THRU THE 4, L PADDYS TOYARD THE 2D BN
i .AND WHILE CROSSING LHE vALI”\:, HE COLUMN DID VEER RIGHT INTO
. TYE SALIENT TO GET AROUND AN O)S'”UCTTON. THEY WERE NOT AHEAD
.OF THE NEAREST RIFLEMEN BUT BETWEEN THEM IN THE SALIENT.
: 5. THE STATEMENT THAT THE SUPFLY MEN WERE NOT TRAINED FOR
THIS KIND OF MANEUVERING IS DENIED BY THE IYI MAF. ALL OF
THEIR MARINES INCLUDING DRIVERS ARE THROUGKOULY TRAINED 1IN
THEIR JOBS, '
6, THE COLUMN RADIOED FOR HMELP, THE BN EX O OF 3RD BN, THE
NEAREST UNIT, WMADE UP AN ARMORED COLUMN OF TWO TANKS, THREE
"OVTOS AND TWO AMTRACS SUPPORTED BY INFANTRY FROM THE BN HQS.
- THISFORCE ENGAGED THE VC IN THE SALIENT, THE 3@ MEN
= IN THE SUPPLY COLUMN PULLED BACK UNDER THE COVERING FIRE
Z BRINGING 'OUT THEIR DEAD AND WOUNLED,
. Te THE INFANTRY ELEMENT OF TU& RELIEF FORCE HELD THE
= SAL TENT UNTIL RELIVED BY ELTEMENTS OF THE 3RD BN,
i, Bs THE BATTLE CONDITIONS MXISTING AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT
{" ARE DESCRIBED BY MARINE OFFICERS AS SIMILAR TO THOSE ENCOUNTERED
~ ON BEACHHEAD ACTIONS IN WY IY ~=- STPOVGLY FORTIFIED POSITIONS
- HELD BY WELL TRAINED, XARD CORE MaIN FORCE TROOPS,
: 9, DETAILED BREAXDOYN OF SUPPLY COLUMN CASUALTIES WILL FOLLOW.
o A BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION OF PETER ARNETT VAS
LAy JUCTED IM SAIGCN IN MAY 65. 1T REVEALED NO BASIS FOR
g JUDGING ANTI«AMERICAN BIAS. ARNETT IS NEW ZEALANDER BY
.. BIRTH, MARRIED TO VIETNAMESE NATIONAL., HE IS
TEMPERMENTAL, HAD ADMITTED WRITING SLANTED STORIES WHEN
~ DISPLEASED -BY ACTIONS OF MILITARY. 1IN GENERAL, HE WRITES
L SENSATIONAL TYPE STORIES.
i QP=g
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My heartiest congratulations on the importent success won by the Marines

of the IIL MAF against 'bhe V:I.et Cong south of Chu Lai.

vides renewed evidence that today's/generation of Marines, and the

This action Pro=

Seventh Fleet Sa:i.lors who eupported them, are worbhy suecessore to the

wen of the Navy and Marine Corps who have fought so well 'bogether throughs

“out our Nation's history.

I note with particular satlsfaction the

excellent coordination of all our arms in a complex triphibious assault

egainst a wily guerrilla enemy well entrenched in Qifficult terrain.

Please pass my congratulations t0o all vwho participated in the plenning

end executlon of the battle including those Army and Air Force units

P
vhose valuasble assistance con'tributed significant]y to the BuccessN

outcome of the operation. Signed Paul’ Ho Nitze, [N of the Navy
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ECETVED le» tF1CLA. AowHDI \%n HAVE BTN RFFURNED T DUTY.

D, VO CASUALITY XIGUNES WANEVER BE KROUN hCCURA!Fi\a

MILE THE ﬂCfU 1, BODY .ﬂujj,%ﬁ”sxlll CONTINUING, 45 OF 21i566H

»aa HAVE BEEN CONFIREEDY- MANY OTHERS ARE KNOUN TO KAVE Diﬁhf
BORY COUNT MAS BEER CONDUCTED ON ONLY LITTLE KORE THAN 1/2 OF
of SOUARE WILE ARLA. VILLAGERS HAVE BEEN OBSERVEE P1SPOSING
G VC BODIES aRD WEAFONS BY HMZIN& THEM IN CAVES, TUNRELS,
SPIDER TRAPS, BTG, aND COVERING THEM. )

CF, o 1BR VGE/VES ARE HELD.  ALL VG OR VC SUSPECTS |
ARE JN!)HIOLAIF) BY US OR RUN INTERROGATORS OR BOTH. THIS PROCESS
15 ST¥LL CONTINUING.
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TEETROVER. ' o Co T e :
o AMUN UHITS INCLUDE 3D YN KARINE EN, 2D BNy 5iST- INF, ONE
CORY SEsNM OARTY, ONE APC TROCP AND ONE CO 8D BN, BSTH INF.  THE.
s GANGER BHOIS IN RESERVE AT QUANG WGAI. THESE UNITS ARE IN
SOITTen T0 THE REGIONAL FORCE UNITS AND INTERROGATION TEANS WHICK
RRTICIPATED K

{ THE START. DETAILS OF RVN PARTICIPATION
G ¥HY, C& 1 CORFS PERSONALLY CONCURRED IN THE FLAN

(Ui wy uniis BROR THE PROVINCE OF BINH SON ESTABLISHED
| 41 POGITIONS 10 THE WEST OF THE OBJECTIVE AREA ON THE

CE HAVE £SSISTED
PRISONERS AND

(REING) AND 2D

I By f‘.U“ W .
CERROGAT TON TEANS FRON BINK SON PROV
FROM THE START B8Y INTERROGATION OF

; LN
(7 GOMMANDERE
IV IL ARG, 3
N, GOMEENCING AT 210662H THE 3D RUN NAR 8}
v RE BHVELYED 1IN SRARCHING OUT CAVES, B
MNELS, ETC.  THEIR ABILITY TO CONVERSE WITH LDCAL VILLAGERS
LANE THEM VERY USEFUL FOR THIS. IT 18 ANTICIPATED THAT THIS

LUERAVION WILL CONTYINUE FOR ABOUT TWO DAYS. .
;. FOUR ARVN SCOUT DOGS WITH ARVN HANDLERS ARE DBEING USED

SERRCH, :
CTHE GALVESTON (CLG-5) AND PRITCHETT (DD=561) HAVE
YHE ORLECK (DD-866) REMAINS TO PROVIDE NAVAL Guit-

- WATURE OF PRESENT RESISTANCE IS AS FOLLOWS: SPORALIC

CAVES, “TUNNELS, SPIDER
\LES, ETC. N0 ORGANIZED RESISTANCE 1S BEING MET. |
YT 1S TENTATIVELY PLANNED IO TERMINATE OPW STARLIGHT ON
o AUG 65, AT WHICH TIEE ALL UNITS WILL BE WITHORAWN, :

G, 7

FIRE FRON ISOLATED VG GROUPS FROM

i
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In response to questions posed by MCCC on 21 Aug, FMFPAC CC
submitted the following:

L uw  What intelligence has operation Starlight produced?

A.  Intelligence indicates that the 1st Regt'l CP and
elements of the 45th, 60th, 80th, and 90th Bns were located in the
objective area. ltis likely that the heavy weapons Bn was there also.

On it's recent move into the area, the Regt began extensive fortification

of the region to include tunnels, caves, bunkers, and trenches. Never-
theless, itis unlikely that the Regt had deployed to the area for defensive
purposes. The report that a sand table of the Chu Lai airfield area was
being used for training purposes, a VCC report that an attack was scheduled
for 0700, 18 Aug, and numerous previous reports that the VC were plann-
ing offensive operations during the 19 Aug holiday period, would appear to
confirm the fact that the 1st VC Regt was planning to attack Chu Lai and
that the attack was most likely thwarted by the timely USMC attack. Although
the VC have in the past avoided large scale engagements with Marire forces,
it is evident that they are willing to take this risk for a licrative target and
that, when backed to the wall, they are capable of offering tenacious
resistance, especially in an area where terrain favors the defender.

. *: ? / gmﬁm‘
2 e f Y o |
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( SUBJ: OPERATION STARLIGHT

2. W Whatdocuments were captured and wha t type ?

A.  Approximately 1/3 mail bag of documents are now
at the 3d ITT at Danang and more are on the way from Chu lai. Material
at 3d ITT consists of 30 propaganda items, 7 expenditure accounts for food,
6 personal diaries, 2 schematics of PRC-10 radios, and an abbreviated
radio code. There are two black books of RVN personnel, political activity
reports, documents on first aid and personal hygiene, and numerous
other miscellaneous subjects.

3. Q. Weapons captured, number and type?

A.  AtDanang there are 84 assorted small arms, 67
pounds of TNT, and 100 feet of detonating cord. At Chu Lai are two BAR's,
one 60MM mortar, and 30 - 40 small arms.

4, 4. Whatdialect do POW's speak?
A. Al VCCIVCS speak the central dialect.
5. W, Was Van Tuong the 1st Regt CP?

A.  ltis believed to be the CP, based on the amount of
Comm lines running into the hamlet, and on the finding of telephone
headsets, Telephone and radio handsets, and on the extent of fortified
positions and resistance encountered there, VCC interrogation has not
supported this specific location, but two locations obtained in interrogations
are within the objective area.

6. Q. VC casualties?

DECLASSIFIED
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SUBJ: OPERATICN STARLIGHT

A, VCKIA 599

VCCIVCS 122 (of these 94 were cleared and released,
6 were confirmed VC, 22 are VCS).

7. Q. VCWIA?

A.  The six captured were WIA. Elements of a 4th
Marines ITT spot report contains a report of VC having left the area at
200100H carrying six WIA. This is an unconfirmed report. A sweep of
the area is being conducted by USMC and ARVN units, searching caves

and tunnels.

( FMFPAC CC FONECON 2213154 (U)

/ < g/éﬂ«?’
o

SMITH
N\ajor, USMC
Watch Officer

N
e :\
< o
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MARINE CORPS COMMAND CENTER
Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps
Washington, D, C.

22 August 1965

INFORMATION MEMORANDUM BRIEFED W 1S]

From: Watch Officer |
Subj:  OPERATION STAR LITE , ‘

1. All companies of 3/7 are ashore with the last company landing at
212230Z. Present intentions are to backload 3/7 on the 24th.

TELECON: FMFPAC 2220452 (U)

CME |
BCMC Ham |
MILSIC fgm |
ColS Ay, |
DC/SI6) hpn |
e
1
I

Ses_

IR ZBHr
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Indications pointing towards the VC planning an
attack on Chu Lai included a sand table of the area, numerous
reports of a 19 August offensive, and a VCC report of a
0700 18 August attack.

The amount of communications equipment found in
VAN TUONG is the basis for the belief that the village was
the CP for the 1st VC Regiment.

The USS Galveston, Prichett and Orlech fired over
1400 rds of 5 and 6 inch ammo in support of Operation Star-
lite, 18-24 Aug.
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BY
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fi. REFVERENCE MACV TELECON DIG 22153873 NO OTHER SITUATIONAL
CHANGE REPORTED IN THE DAK SUT AREA.

B. REFERENCE OPN STARLYTE, THE LATEST YYI MaAF SITREP SIATES:

f. BACK LOADING ARD RE<ENBARKATION OF &/7TH WILL BE
CONPLETED NOT LATER THAN ENDSOF DAYLJGHT HOURSy 24 AUG.

oo RLT 7 C(MINUSY Will. RETURN OVERLAND, SWEEPING THE
THUNG PHAN PENNINSULA (RS 65088), TO CLOSE CHU LAI TAOR NLIT
FRD OF DAYLIGHT HOURS, 24 AUGUST,

5. 51T ARVN REGT CONTINUES SWEEPING TOWARDS THE SOUTH,
FrESENT PSN VICINITY BS 6587,

Ghe 4
B

20 2
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CINCPAC

JS MARINE OPERATION NEAR CHU LAT

The initial surprise and tactical success effected in

the USMC operation south of Chu Lai (Late Item, OPSUM 192-65)
continues to be exploited as the estimated 2,000-man VC

force appears to be hommed in agalnst the sea by the advanc-
ing Marines, More thao 650 VC are estimated killed, and the
uporation continues "going well according to IILI MAF, As of
190200 EDT, the Marilnes held two-thirds of the objective
area. (C)

A In the filrst dayls fighting, stiff enemy reslstance
was encountered from VO well-fortiflied in tunnels, caves, and
bunkers, Ailr, lncluding hellcopters, artillery, and naval
gun Iire were used extensively to support the advanclug
Marines. The battalion of the Special lLanding Force (SLF)
was ordered ashore to assist in the operation, primarlly
in sealing off potential routes of escape, By nightfall,
the entrapment was belileved complete, and no exfiltration
off VC was indicated during the night. Two strong VC
abtempte to break out were repulsed. (C) '

Latest reported Marine casualties are 36 killed
and 154 wounded and 2 missing, A high percentage of the
wounded were not consgidered serious. One hundred of the
VC killed had definhltely been confirmed by body count,
I'Mifty VC were capbured. (C)

SUURTET  COMUSMACV 182200z (C); COMUSMAC TELECON 1904427 (C);
. cowquAcv TELECON 190730z (C)
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CINCPAC

US MARINE OPERATION (“STAR LITE")

In 2 highly sguccessful action sgsinst the large
Viet Cong concentration south of Chu Lai, units of the
IIT MAF reached final objectives on the beach after a
day-long fight against stubborn resistance. Units of
BLT 2/4 swept Phouc Thuan Peninsula before all battalions
set up night defensive positions (see mav). (S)

During the flerce engagement yesterday, timely and
accurate naval gunfire support was provided by the 7th
Fleet ships USS GALVESTON (CLG-3) and USS ORLECK (DD-886),
at times delivering fire within 100 yards of friendly .
units. (8)

At day break, all units resumed further search and
clear operations to eliminate remaining isolated VC
resistance. Caves, bunkers, trenches, and other VC
installations in the objective area are being destroyed. (S)

Latest US casualty figures are 52 killed end 205
wounded. Incomplete VC casualty figures indicate that
over 564 VC were killed, several hundred wounded, and
&2 captured. An sccurate body count has been imposgsible
because of the destruction of caves and bunkers. (S)

SOURCES: MACV TELECON és); MACV TELECON 1910452 (S);
IIT MAF 191808z ()

0 Bug £ NMCC TPERATIONAL SUMMARY Page 3
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CINCPAC

OPFRATION "STAR LITE"

In Operation STAR LITE, south of Chu Lai, two US Marine
battalions of the III MAF are continuing mop-up operations with
the migsion of seeking out remaining VC forces and destroying
VC fortifications and facllities. The conerete bunkers and
Tortified areas shown on the map were polnts of strong VC re-
sistance in the early stages of the operatiocn. (S)

An additilonal unit, BLT 1/7, was moved into the objective
area Trom Chu Lal yesterday. The 2/4 and 3/3 have been relieved
and returned to Chu Lai, leaving the 1/7 and 3/7 to continue the
operation. Two ARVN units, the 3d VN Marine Battalion and the
3d Battalion, 5lst ARVN Infentry Regiment, began closing the
objective area at 1800 EDT last night. These forces will re-
main for a period of two days to assist in addltlonal search
and destroy operations as required. (S)

Latest casualty figures are:

KIA WIA MIA ¢ CAPTURED

b
Us U5 209 10
Ve 564 - 108

VC casualty figures are expected to increase as mop-up oper-
ations discover additional vodies in collapsed caves and
bunkers. (8)

SOURCES: MACV TELECON 202318% (8); MACV PHONECONS (S)
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CINCPAC

OPERATION "STAR LITE"

The 1lst and 3d US Marine battallons of the T7th US
Marines, asslsted by two South Vietnamese battalions, con-
tinued mop-up operations south of Chu Lal and began the
consolldation phase of Operation STAR LITE. Only light
cnemy reslstance has been encountered, principally in
the form of sporadic small-arms fire, The two US Marine
battalions continued search-and-clear operations, destroy-
ing caves, tunnels, and sniper positions. (8) .

The 3d South Vietnamese Marine Battalion and the
2d Battallon, 5lst ARVN Regiment, swept the area to the
west and south of the US Marines and encountered only
minor resistance. These forces reported eight VC killed
and twelve captured, (8) . ~ _

The 2d Battalion, 4th US Marines, and 3d Battalion,
3d US Marines, completed the move back to Chu Lal and

are presently occupying defensive positions in that area. (S)

Based on more accurate tabulations frgm the field,
COMUSMACV has revisec the casualty reports as follows:

KIA WIA 'NIA  CAPTURED
Us 50 184
ARVN | 3 ‘,
Ve 607 | T - ko (s)

Ninety-four VC suspects previously being'held have '
.been cleared and released, Sg o

day. (8)
FOURCETTSTAR LTT PRAREFLC (S)

NOFORN
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The operatlon is expected to continue for one more -
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CINCPAC

RVN SITUATION

At 231202 EDT, the Viet Cong expended approximately 21
rouhds of haragsing mortar fire agalnst Blen Hoa Alr Base in
a lb-minute attack. The [ire ls belleved to have come from
tnhe west bank of the Salgoen Rlver and fell on the west end of
the Alr Base., Twenty~Tour USAF personnel were injured, three
seriously. In addltion, five ARVN/VNAF enllsted men were P
injured. Thirty F-100 drop tanks were destroyed. Thirteen ‘
A-1E alreraft, 4 0-1F alrcraft, 1 P-100 alrcraft, and 1 U-10
aircraf’t recelved mlnor damage., One UH-1B hellcopter, three
J=57 jet engines, a USAF occupled hangar, and two USAF quarters -
were also damaged. All base flying facillitles are operational, (S);;

ARVN ground operations of battalion-size or larger MR
again showcd a decreasc with 13 operatlons continulng. No e
sipnificant ground actlions were reported for 22 August. (C) ‘

Alr activity also showed a relative decrease, and pllot
reports Tor 22 August indlcated 165 structures and 4 sampans
destroyed and 16 Viet Cong killed., (C)

On 23 August, in Dinh Tuong Province, forty six heli- BT
copters lifted three ARVN battalions into three landlng zones :
about 40 miles southwest of Sailgon. The alreraft returned
ground I'lre from the vicinity of the landing zone and air- >
crews reported 38 Viet Cong killed, The ground operation was o
a one-day search and destroy action which resulted 1n two Viet i
Cong KIA, two captured, and seven suspectis taken, There were
no f'riendly casualtles., USAF and VNAF pilots [lew 66 strike
gorties in support of the operations. (U)

SOURCE: MACV TRAFFIC (S)

OPERATION "STAR LITE"

US Marines and RVN forces contlinued mopplng-up operations.
gouth of Chu Lal wlth no contact reported. There 1s no change
in the casualty count reported in OPSUM 196-65. (U)

< e e S e ol i L e e

foap 65 Page 1
NMCC OPEEATIONAL SUMMARY
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CINCPAC
(Conftinued)

Back loading and reembarkation of the 3d Battallon, 7th
US Marines 1s scheduled to be completed not later than the
end of daylight hours (Saigon time) on 24 August, The lst
Battallon of the 7th US Marines wlll complete a sweep of the
operatlonal area while returning overland to Chu Lal and 1s
expected to close the Chu Lal tactlcal area of responsiblility
neor the end of dayllght hours on 24 August, The " VN oper-
ation ggsoelated wlth Operation STAR LITE has been terminated, (C)

SOURCE: STAR LITE TRAFFIC (C)

USMC_ATRCRAFT CRASH IN HONG KONG

At approximately 232200 EDT, a USMC KC-130 aircraft
crashed into the water after takeoff from Kal Tac Airport,
Hong Kong. The alrcraft, with a crew of slx and 65 passengers,
was en route 5o Da Nang,. returning USMC personnel who had. been
on lesve. Thirteen survivors have been recovered, including
the pilot. Eyewltnesses reported that shortly after becoming
alrborne, the aircraft banked left and impacted intoe the water.
Rescue operations are still in progress. (U)

SOURCE: FONECON CINCPAC DO (U)
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CINCPAC
(Continued)

OPERATION "STAR LITE"

Operation STAR LITE has been completed. The lst
Battalion of the 7th US Marines closed the Chu Lal tactical
arce of responsibility after completing a final sweep of the
operational area without enemy contact. The 3d Battalion, .
7th US Marines reembarked aboard USS IWO JIMA (LPH>2) without
incident. (8S)

Preliminary results of thie operation are:

KIA DOW WIA CAPTURED
Us 45 6 203
- \Ye oL 51 ‘(includes 42 suspects)
(“ : 109 assorted weapons
| (s)
One hundred fifty-five VC suspects were cleared and
rcleased. (S) -
Reeults of RVN operations in STAR LITE.were:
KIA WILA CAPTURED
RVN 3
Ve 7 1 -
7 weapons (8).
GOURCE: MACV TELECON 250240Z (S)
5 aue 65 , Pa
QU NMCC OPERATIONAL SUMMARY 8% 3
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GENERAL LEWIS M. WALT, CG |11 MAF, PROPOSED, ON 15AUGGS,
AN ATTACK ON THE 1ST MAIN FORCE VIET CONG REGIMENT (ESTIMATED
2000 STRENGTH) LOCATED IN VAN TUONG PENINSULA SIX MILES SOUTH
OF CHU LA |
BASED ON ARVN INTELLIGENCE AND INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM
THE CIVILIAN POPULACE INDICATING THAT THE VC FORCE WAS PREPAR-
ING TO STRIKE CHU LAIL, CG 111 MAF INITIATED THE UNILATERAL PLAN.
IN ACCORD WITH MARINE CORPS DOCTRINE, A HELO-BORNE BLOCK-

~ ING FORCE WAS TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH A SURFACE-BORNE, |

AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT. o

RECEIVING APPROVAL FROM COMUSMACYV, CG 111 MAF COORD:INA’{ED
WITH CG, | ARVN CORPS, WHO CONCURRED WITH AND INSISTED THAT "
EXTREME SECURECY BE MAINTAINED. (IT IS APPARENT THAT COMPLETE
TACTICAL SURPRISE WAS ACHIEVED. ) |

DECLASSIFIED
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ua@R FORCES OPERATION STAR Ly
U.S. MARINES

Tth Regimental Landing Team¥

3d Battalion, 3d Marines
2d Battallon, 4th Marines

3d Battalion, 7th Marines (Special Landin Force)71 ‘ =

2d Battalion, 12thiMarines (-) (Artillery)
1st Marine Alr Wing (-) S

U,S, NAVY
Amphibious Sﬁips
.IWO JIMA (LPH

.S.TALLADEGA (APA)

U.S.S.BAYFIELD EAPA;
U.S.8

U.S.S
U.S.S.CABILDO (LSD)
U.S.S

U.,S

2

.S,POINT DEFIANCE (LSD)
.S.VERNON CITY (LST) :
Landing Craft Utility
Naval Gunfire Support

| U.S.S,GALVESTON (Cruiser)
( U.S.S.0RLECK (Destroyer)

N U,S.ARMY
' Armed HU-1B helicopters |
Light observation planes for Forward Alr Controllers

U,S, AIR FORCE

¢-123's (flareships for night illumination)

* Approximately 3200 ground combat personnel,

-

Enclosure C
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AXRECUTION: At 13461011 landing one preparation was mnted ,
by axtillery and Maring alr. At 180645H the 2d Battallon, 4th
viarines (2/4) was landed sloultaneously 1o L2's RED, Wm and
BLUE. At 180650d 3/& landed over GREEN Beach to unk op with

2/%.

; {
l

Stoall acms Are was recalved upon arcival in t‘ne .I.'Z‘a. It y
was very heavy in LI WHITE as the Marines rapidly deployed o
clear thy area. One sfasdcon had 16 to 18 hellcopters ait by small
a:mws ducing the first day's operstions. Tanks, BGF, artiliery snd
alr otrlkes were uced extensively t0 reduce the mmm buukcm and
gtrong polnts enoounteﬁed - |

At 145681 two comfmdea of the SLF landed in ;.z YELLOW -
to f11l between 3/4 and.3/3 at the southern portion of the bitile mw. -
By this time, landsd tmit& head meajutained the ﬂhﬂk An the face of ';
hefivy resistance. Tha VC were employing large numbecs of ritles
and automatic weapons/as well ag &Jmm mmma,.; mm m “wémm
recofliess rifles. é; e

The operanons?mm dwcﬁbud a8 slmnw to honae to hmwx
fighting. The terrain yaxies from rice paddies to hgcge oW,
wovded areas and kil  This, combloed with the g
tunnel and bunker systems mKde eath move forward difficatt, m
demanded that sach popition be slewred and free ed' hidden enery.

At 131930 the mmainiug two companies of the 5LEF landed
over GrEN Beach cornmenced securing the beach area behind
4/8. During the day a{VC unit of approximately 60 mon had been
seen trylny to escape o the sea. They were caught by NGF on the
nench and almost comgletely ueclated.

By nightiall eulunits; were attev.pling Lo consolidate their
positions and cowpletdly close Wie ring arowid the VC, The VC
now had the options oﬁgattex. pting 1O breals out of the perimetsr and
vicape laland or standiand lght as they wuere hemuied in against
the sea. On two :.epwatc occasions they attempted to broak througn
tae 2/4 Moes and cscape westward, however both these altacks wére

2
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sepulsed and the VO retived frow the field. One compau y of tne 3/
wag also heavily enqagea dus‘iﬂq the night.

At 100Y00H, f pLiow ing i.ntensive praparation floes, the battalions
crossed thelr lne of depariure anu renewed the atiack, 'I‘aey reported.
sedng of 800-1000 yards uatil the resistance again becsuie very ‘
zeavy At this time qnproxlma.tely 2/3 of the 0bjec.uv¢ area wag m

rine haads.

After & day 1om, Hght on the 10th against ﬁtubbom resistance,
the attalions reached tholr final objectives on the mchm of the
South Chlna sea. i

All units condupted mop up cperations and degtroyed caves,
ounkers, Lrenches, tunnels and command facilitles, ‘The village
comyplex of VAN TU@}\IG (B56986) provides every evidence of beiny

« heauqum tess and girong point. Communication Hges and trenches
( vadiated in all air ecwm.., from & well oryganized dewmive syatam. s

The taree ba.tmion., orgenized defeusive perlmetors durmg
Q & , tbe night in preparatign for concluding the operation on the 20th,
Y o 2/4 returned by helicdpter to CHU LAI the morning of the 20th.
Whem mop up operaxidns ave completed, the 3/7 w reea&bs.rk in

A K
K . the amphibious ahippfmg and assume thelr rols 8s the LY. &/%
?«/ will continue to mop up' and seaych the area. ' | B B
\ : e
\-
,))w,\“-\“ Tne support l‘enu(.red by NGTF aad air are mportealy out -
A stendiny, The Army placed 6 014 observer alreraft and 7

HU1E nored vellcopters under CICON I MAF, ‘and the Ale force
proviued als evacuatipn of critically wounded! frory DA ANG to
CLALY. 0T, The Aich‘i forces establzhed ambusies tothe west of
ine battle acea. Thede zevved to engage any ficeing VI and also

act &g recomwals suncae elements & novlu the VO attom&;t 0 rediiocce
Irom the vest, ,
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At 210600H the Third Bn RVN Marine Corps and the
2d Bn 51st ARVN Regiment commenced operations in the TRUNG
PHAN Peninsula. Sweeping in a southern direction, they
searched the area, exploring caves, tunnels and spider traps;
completed the body count; and collected weapons, documents,
and supplies.

BLT 2/4 and 3/3 returned to Chu Lai after being relieved
by 1/7.

Effective 211500H casualty figures were:

USMC - 45KIA
290 WIA
1 MIA

VC  -564KIA (BC)

One half of the 20 sq mile area had been covered for
this body count. Villagers had been observed disposing of VC
bodies by placing them in tunnels, caves, spider traps and
covering them,

On 24 August, BLT 3/7 reembarked as the SLF and RLT
7 returned overland to the Chu Lai TAOR sweeping the TRUNG
PHAN Peninsula enroute.

Operation Starlite was terminated effective 241245Z, as

RLT - 7 closed Chu Lai, with little doubt that the 1st VC
Regiment had been destroyed.
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Final Casualties:

USMC 45 KIA 203 WIA 6 DOW

VC 614 BC 9VCC 42 VCS 155 cleared & released
ARVN 3WIA

vC 7 KIA 10 VC WIA

127 U. S., French, Russian & ChiComm weapons were captured;
including a ChiCom Rocket Launcher 3.5 in.) & 60mm ChiComm
Mortar,

On 26 August, the province chief of MUANG NHAN
stated that it would fake the VC in his province 6 months to
recover from the Chu Lai encounter. He further stated that
his people had found over 300 bodies still not buried.

On 28 August, ARVN units operating in Quang Ngai
Province reported the discovery of 50 VC bodies within 500
meter radius of BS698925 which were probably the results
of Operation Starlite.

These Latest figures from the Vietnamese, coupled

with the Marine Body count, brings the VC casualties to
954 KIA,
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I DEPARTMENT (F DEFENSE
( NATIONAL MIUITARY GUMMAND CENTER
1019007 SEP 65 MESSAGE CENTER

. I 888 o~ (09100172 TO 10100602) ‘
1+ (S) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: !
- - (A). OPERATION PIRANHA CONCLUDED AFTER FOUR DAYS OF SFARCH, i
CLEAR AND DESTRUCTION OF TUNNELS, TRENCHES AND TRAPSs VC CONTACT
WAS SPORADIC, RANGING FROM SMALL ARMS FIRE AND SMALL -FIREFIGHS .
TO HEAVY ENGAGEMENT OF THIRTY EIGHT VC BY B 1/7 MARINES ON S SEP |
RESULTING IN SEVENTEEN KIA, TWENTY ONE VCC, AND NO FRIENDLY CA- !
SUALTIESs AREA OF OPERATION ON BATANGAN PENINSULA AND INLAND . !
CONTAINED MANY TUNNELS, CAVES, TRENCHES, BUNERS, BOOBY TRAPS AND .
PUNJI TRAPSs IT IS EVIDENT VC HAD SPENT COMSIDERABLE TIME PRE~
PARING AREA..FOR DEFENSIVECOMBAT+ COMNSIDERABLE QUANTITY OF DRUGS
AND MEDICINES WERE CAPTURED AND -ARE BEING FORWARDED TO J-2 MACV.
A VC DOCTOR WOUNDED IN FIREFIGHT AT MOUTH OF TUNNEL DIED DURING -
INERROGATION WHILE AWAITING MEDICAL EVACUATION, BUT DIVULGED THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATIONS CAPTIVE WAS SENT TO NUN TO TRAINe HE VAS
INFILTRATED INTO SVN IN APRIL 15¢4 WITH 300 NVN SOLDIERS. CAP- |
TIVE COULD ONLY STATE THAT HE CAME INTO SVN ACROSS SOME MOUNTAINS. .
STATED HE DID NOT KNOW FINAL DESTIIATION OF32@ NUN SOLDIERS .
SINCE HE WAS SEPARATED FROM THEM AT AN UNKNOWN LOCATION AND LED
BY GUIDE TO NGHIA LAN VILLAGE (LOCATION UNKNOWNIM THERE HE
TREATED VC SICK AND WOUNDED AT-A LARGE HOSPITALe CAPTIVE HAD
BEEN IN BATANGAN AREA FOR ONLY FIVE DAYS TREATING VC SICK AND
QNUNDED~ STATED H HAD NOT TREATED ANY VC FROM OPERATION

RLITEs INTERROGATIONS OF SELECTED INDIVIDUAL VCC/VCS HAVE NOT
REVEALFD-ANY SPECIFIC OB INFORMATION.
(BY ON S SEP HOA VANG POLICE CHIEF FORWARDED INFORMATION

RECEIVED FROM AGENT (B=3) THATAN ALLEGED VC CADRE STATED 1,430
VC WERE KIA IN OPERATION STARLITE. IN ADDITION, CADRE STATED
THAT AMONG KIA WAS MAJGEN IN NINE.JUNE DONG XOAX BATTLE.
USARPAC NVN OB DATED FIFTEEN MAY 1965 LISTS A COL KICH AS COMMAND-
INF OR HAVING COMMANDED THE 673D INFANTRY REGIMENT AND 335 INFANT"
RY BRIGADE. '
2¢ () OPERATIONS SUMMARY:
- (A) "IN THE HUE PHU BAI TAOR, 3/4 MARINES CONTINUED TO DEFEND
VITAL-AREA AT HUE PHU BAl. SEARCH AND DESTROY MISSION VAS CONDUCT"
ED BY C$3D RECON FROM YD 79511

TO YD 796@69 WITH WLEMINTS OF L
3/7 MARINES IN A BLOCKING POSITICN VIC | RE 796095. THIS OPERATION

f
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%

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE -
NATIONAL MILITARY GUMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

YIELDE THIRTY FIVE VCS APPREHENDED VIC YD 792110s ,
(B IN THE DANANG TAOR, 1/1 MARINES CONTINUED TO DEFEND

“1TS- SECTOR THROUGH EMPLOYMENT -OF PATROLS AND AMBUSHESe AT @52155H
A D 1/1 MARINES AMBUSH FIRED ON TWQO VC WHO FLED. AT 852200H, A
1/1 MARINES RECEIVED SA FIRE FROM DIRECTION VIC AT 85714s AN
ARTILLERY MISSION WAS FIRED; SUBSEQUENT SEARCH REVEALED NO TRACE
OF VCo» AT 100025H, D 1/1 MARINES RECEIVED SA FIRE FROM TWO VC VIC
AT 934717+ FIRE WES RETURNED AND AREA ILLUMINATED AND SEARCHED.

O NME MARINE WAS WIA+ WO VC CASUALTIES. C 1/1 MRINES COMMERCED
SFARCH AND DESTROY PATROL AT 180715H OF LA CHAU (2) AREA AT
945676, BOOBY TRAPS AND SA' FIRE WERE INCOUNTEREDs ONE MARINE

WAS WIA, ONE REGIONAL FORCE (ARVN) VAS KIA, AND THREE REGIONAL
FORCE (ARVN) WERE WIA BY BOOBY TRAPS. EXTENSIVE TUNNELINGDISCOV-
" ERED ALONG WITH VC DOCUMENTS. TUNNELS WERE DESTROYED. 2/3 MA- .
RINES CONTINUED ACTIVE DEFENSE OF 1TS SECTOR BY AGGRESSIVE PATROL
AND AMBUSHES. AT 101108H, G 2/3 MARINES OBSERVED THREE VC WITH
WEAPONS VIC AT 884797, A SUBSEQUENT EARCH OF AREA YIELDED THREE
VCSe AT ©91105H, MSG -RECEIVED BY 1/9 MARINES QUOTING A LOCAL
AGENT TO EFFECT THAT A VC COMPANY WAS GOING TO GATHER RICE DURING
CURRENT HARVEST IN AREA VIC BT 983670 AND BT 98468d. ARTEILLERY,
TR AND NAVAL GWFIRE WERE AVAILABLE TO DISERSE ILLEGAL BARVEST-

50 IDENTIFICATION OF VC AMONG LEGITIMATE FARMERS WAS CONSIDERED
QUESTIONABLEe A 1/9 MARINES DIRECTED TO CONDUCT SEARCH AND DES=
TROY OPERATION FORWARD OF BN MLR IN AREA FROM BT @8367¢ TO BT -
085660 AND IN VILLAGE OF CAU HA (2) BT ©86667. APPROX 991710H
A 1/ MARINES RECEIVED HEAVY SA FIRE AND 6@MM AND 81MM MORTAR
FIRE; BY ©9172@0H FIREFIGHT ENDEDs THREE MARINES WERE KIA AND
EIGHT WIA. TUWO VC KIA AND ESTIMTED TWENTY TWO VC WIAs SEVEN
VCCe ELEMENTS OF ¢ 1/9 MARINES REINFORCED A 19 MARINES DURING
THIS SEARCH AND DESTRQY MISSION AND SUSTAINED TWO WIA'S. 2/9
MARINES CONTINUED TO OCCUPY POSITIONS SOUTH OF CAU DO.RIVERs AT
9939550, F 2/9 MARINES RECEIVED ONE ROUND OF SMALL ARMS FIRE FROM
YEN NE (4) AT 9776765 NO CASUALTIES. G 2/9 ONDUCTED SEARCH AND
DESTROY.-OPERATION AT 10@630H IN QUA -GIANG-(2) BT )@HWUEFOR ATKV
QPQTQTH AND ESTABLISHED COMBAT BASE AT 965615 IN SUPPORT OF ARVN
OPERATION TO SOUTHe 12 ARTY (=) IRED MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF COMPANY
SEARCH AND DESTROY..OPERATION CONDUCTED BY A 1/9 MARINES AT 091615H.
RTILLERY FO TEAM WITH -COMPANY HAD ONE KIA AND-TWO WIAe AT 10144QH .
A TOTAL OF 328 RDS WERE FIRED AS LANDING ZONE PREPARATION FIRE
FOR HELICOPTER LANDING OF- 3/3 MARINESe A TOTAL OF 123 MISSIONS WERE
E%RED DURING THIS PM- AMMO EXPENDED! 1826 RDSe ~ A/3) RECON CONDUCTD
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. 0 NATIONAL MILITARY GUMMAND CONTER Y , ]
o weugeomm . SECTION2 OF ~ k4 316
. e . 1 f o : ‘ - )
JCS655/11 Do TR R
Jesessn S oA s3sap
HP448  MAHS539 LT el e -
PP Rgmgm st 2541200 e ekt e SERVICE
DE RUMSMA 1351J 2541206 . .. - 4 .. o "
S ARICY I 9l B 042

SR SN B e
N

A

AL

r
)
-
—
-
[ ]
S

i

e

ZNY SS8SS e
P R 1112032 ' L T E R At
FM COMUSMACV ol e T
TO RUEKDA /JCS Lo , T poo
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC EROR : ‘ o PR b
RUMFUL Z/COMSEVENTHFLT - | 3 ceTT T !
INFO RUHLHS/CINCUSARPAC ' , ‘ B T R :
RUMFUAQ/CG IXI MAF ‘ |
 RUMFUU/GTF 76
- RUMFUULCTF 78
ZEN/CG-USARV
 ZEN4CG 2D AIR DIV , ‘ :
“ZEN/SA 1 CORPS 3 ' Lo : ' ;
~ ZEN{#SA 11 CORPS ‘ '
. ZEN/4SA 111 CORPS
ZEN/ASA IV CORPS
CZR 'SA CMR
" ZENASA RF PF
"ZEN/CTE 7020141
ZENAUSATFA . .. -

' 31968 SECTION TWO OF FIVE

A RECON OPERATION VIC BS 5393 WHICH KILLED ONE VG AND CAPTURED ONE
RIFLE AND CARTRIDGE BELT. D/3D RECON CONTINUED COMPANY RE- :

- GON OPERATION IN HUE PHU .BAL TAOR VIC YD 8718 WHICH TERMINATES
ELEVEN SEPe NO VC GONTACT REPORTED+ 3D ‘TK CONTINUED IN DIRECT

e
-

ié

L IR ‘ s
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MATIONAL MILITARY GUMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

SUPPORT OF 3D AND 9TH MARINES«-B/3D'TK IN SUPPORT OF A 1/9 MA-
RINES SOUTHEAST OF MARBLE MOUNTAIN VIC BT 972706, RECEIVED HEAVY
SA FIRE. TWO MARINES WIA. 3/9 MARINES CONTINUED DEFEMSE :
OF DANAMNG AIRFIELD PERIMETER AND CONDUCTED FIFTEEN PATROLS WITH NO
ENEMY CONTACTS. .

(C) IN THE CHU LAI TAOR, PLAT FROM C 1/4 MARINES CONDUCTED
PATROLS IN RESPONSE TO INTELLIGENCE GAINED THROUGH A LOCAL INFOR-
MANT THAT APPROX THIRTY VG WERE MOVING INTO SMALL XSLAND VIC BT .

. 4712, AT 100500H, 1 C 1/4 MARINES EMBARKED IN LVT'S VIC BT 5191173
LANDED VIC BT 48125, AND SEARCHED 'ISLANDs MO VC WERE FOWIDe ALL
LOCAL NATIONALS HAD PROPER IDENTIFICATION. PATROL DEPARTED ISLAND
AT 1007650« 2/4 MARINES CONDUCTED PATROLS AND ESTABLISHED AMBUSHES
THROUGHOUT. .THEIR DEFENSIVE POSITIONS: NO VC CONTACTs K & M 3/3
MARINES CONDUCTED A* SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION VIC BT 4790 -AND
SONG TRA BONG RIVER. AT 1087191 TWO CHICOM HAND GREMADES WERE
FOUNF VIC BT 615015+ AT 101130H, OPERATION WAS CONCLUDED AND BOTH
COMPANIES RETURNED TO BN AREA TO PREPARE FOR IMMEDIATE AIRLIFT TO
DANANG TAORe ALL ELEMENTS OF BN CLOSED OBJECTIVE IN DANANG TAOR
BY 12184@H. -CONDUCTED EXTENSIVE PATROL ACTIONS IN OBJECTIVE ARFA.

(D) OPERATION PIRANHA TERMINATED AT 101700H WITH RETRACTION
OF RLT 7 (=) FROM BATANGAIN PENINSULA« 1/7 MARINES AND 3/7 MARINES

Q‘ONCLUDED-SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS-IN THEIR ZOMES OF ACTIOM
+ITH 1/7 MARINES SECURING IN TIME TO BE IN BEACH SUPPORT AREA BY
101900H FOR BACKLOADINGe 3/7 MARINES SECURED OPERATIONS AND 1IN
POSITIONS BY 1@123H TO -COMMENCE HELILIFT TO CHU LAAI. TANKS,

ONTOS AND LVT'S WERE DETACHED BY 10@615H IN ORDER TO ARRIVE IN.
BEACH SUPPORT -AREA BY 1006 36H AND COMMENCE BACKLOADINGe. LAST, UNIT o
WAS RETRACTED AT 101630/, RESULTS OF OPN$ SEE MAJOR UMIT ACTIONS,
PARQEg(EgLM . ~ ,
.MAJOR UNIT ACTIONSS |
e ' TIONt SEARCH AND DESTROY C(INITIATED
- fl) TYPE OF'OPERA BY AMPHIBIOUS $§SégLT> |
(2) AREA OF OPERATIONS QUANG NGAL PROVINGE £
16t 1/7, 3/7 MARINES; 3D MARIN
f3> UNITS PARTICLPATING! LT ront s 50k INE CARVID J
(4) CONTROL H@: HQ, 7TTH MARINES : : o
{5) DT¢ INITIATED: @706 30H ;
{6) DTG TERMINATEDS 1017@0H

i e e
EAR AR e L

e e
P E

i

| SSES (CUM) ENEMY LOSSES (CUM) i
rf7?-B§SULT$f ﬁ?RxL?' . KIA® 1233 VCC: 46 L

LML WIA ST Xl WIAY§ VCS3 2483
e ‘*w;A§*1%J*‘ : VEAPONSS § MAT 49, 1§
o " FRENCH RIFLE, 3 CAR-
ST« 7 BINES, 2 45 CAL PIS-
i » . -TOLS, 2 ML RIFLESG
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; & DEPARTMENT- OF DEFENSE o )

i q NATIONAL MILITARY CUMMAND CENTER i
L ot | i,

(F) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS?
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: TWO
(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS? SIX
{4) TOTAL CONTACTSt EIGHT
4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS W/0 CONTACT: NINETY NINE
{5) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WITH CONTACT?

PROVINCE/ DATE FRD UNIT/  ENEMY UNIT/
COORDINATE TIME,  ACTION - LOSSES -  LOSSES
QUANG NGAI .101050H PATROL  A/1ST RECON UMK
BS 535940 : NONE - KIAS 1; SAS 1
QUANG NAM 1608254 DEF N D 1/t UNK e
AT S45676 ~ PSN . WIAS$ 1 NONE
QUANG NAM 1007154 PATROL C 1/1 UNK
AT 945676 - WIAS 1 NOME
THUA THIEN NOT RPTD PATROL C & L 3/4  UNK
YD 790110 NONE .~  VCS8 35
'QUANG NAM  101100H PATROL ¢ 2/3 UNK
AT 884197 ﬂ "~ NONE VCSt 3
QUANG NAM ©91520H PATROL A & C /9  UNK
BT 086667 , KIAS 3 - KIA$ 2
= : | WIAS 11 KIAt 22 (EST)
f ‘ vees 7 -
- QUanVNAM 1020H  PATROL V/9 UNK
AT 98688 QA KIAG
 GANVNAM PPYEH QGOL V/9 ~UNK
B PEYI - NME Ve

3¢ PANS SUMASR KSBNHHE HUEPHU 85-G ME RIFUCO FROM NARINS

ILL CONDUCT PATROL AND ESTABLISH A.BLOCKIV POSITIMUT YD

930140 C SUPPORT OF ARVN OPERATION. ONEPLAT OF L 3/4 RINES

WILL ESTABLISH NIGHT AMBUSH POSITIONS YD 830120. - -

TZGYYQCMT IN THE DANANG TAOR, 1/1 MARINES WILL CONTINUE TO CON- .

~ DUCT PATROL AND ESTABLISH AMBUSHES FORWARD OF ITS MLR POSITIONSs.

- 2/3 MARLNES WILL CONCENTRATE ON PATROLLING WESTERN SECTOR OF TARO

- WLTH ONE PLAT OF E 2/3 MARINES AND ONE PLAT OF G 2/3 MARINESs ONE

"PLAT OF E 2/3 MARINES WILL CONTINUE TO PATROL FAST .OF MSRe H.2/3 °

 MARINES WILL REMAIN IN BN RESERVE AND PATROL RED BEACH TVO. A& D
1/9 MARINES (=) REINFORCED WITH TANKS AND ONTOS WILL OCCUPY POSI="

. TXONS VIC LXA.HE HAMLET BT 0906703 MISSION OF THIS FORCE WILL BE:

5-%% DSY VG ACCESS TO RICE FIELDS TO NORTH AND EAST OF CAN BIEN

e

- ﬂ,‘,, e,
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. - @ EPARTMENT OF DLFENSE«.

NATIONAL MILITARY GuMMAND “JENTER

C MESSAGE CENTER
JCSTuS/11 SEC 3 0F 4 4 316
PHP 4TOMAH 553 ‘ )3§”
PP RUEKDA ' - %tﬁxﬁﬁé
DE RUMSMA 1352J 25U4) 206 suivil
7Y SSS585 - ,
PR 1112032 gz 05562

FM COMUSMACV

TO RUEKDA/JCS

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC

K UMF UL £ACOMSEVE} THFLT

I%FO RU?LHSéf%N?XSARPAC e
RUMFUAQ/CG 11 MAF Y
RUMFUU/ZCTF 76 //ﬁfibc/.__, , ;55?_,“. ——— Y
RUMFUUZCTF 78 : o e
ZEN/CG -USARV Sy

ZERACC 2D AIR DIV - =
ZEN/SA I CORPS R
ZJEN/ASA 11 CORPS R
ZEN#SA 111 CORPS S
ZENZSA IV CORPS [T

7ENASA CMR
ZENASA RF PF

q TENAGTE 70424101
ZFN LUSATFA -

3T - ’

mswes SECTION THREE OF FIVE

(VEks SEVEN SQUAD SIZE PATROLS AND ONE LVIP-FIVE PATROL WILL BE
CONDUGTYDs THRLE AMBUSHES, FOUR LISTINING POSTS AND THREE SCOUT

SNIPER TEAMS WILL BE ESTABLISHED. 2/9 MARIWES WILL CONTINMUE TO
OGCUPY POSITIONS SOUTH OF CU DO RIVERs SIX PATROLS, THREE AM-
BUSHES, FIVE LISTENING POSTS AMD THREE SCOUT SUIPER TEAMS WILL BE
ACT.... .J3-8
INFO . CJCS-1 SJCS-1 J4-3 J5.2 SACSA-5 NMCC-1 SAMAA-1 SECDEF-7
ASD/1SA-9 ASD/1L-3 ASD/PA-9 ASD/COMP-1 DIA-30 W HOUSE-3
STATE-1 CSA-2 CNO-2 CSAF-2 CMC-7 NIC-1 CIA-L NSA-L FILE-1

(108)B/L PAGE 1 OF 3
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I @ IPARTMENY OF DEFENSE @)
' HATIONAL MILITARY GyMMAND CENTER T
MESSAGE CENTER '

q

CONDUCTED DURING NIGHT OF TEN SEP. A/3D RECON IS PLANNING RECON=
NAISSANCE OPERATIONS VIC AT 8467 COMMENGING 1£1830H AND FERMINA
TING 121700Hs D/3D RECON IS PLANNING OPERATIONS VIC BT 1262 COM~
MENCING TWELVE SEP.

(C) JN THE CHU LAI TAORs B 1/4 MARINES (=) WILL EXECUTE
OPERATION VICEROY, LANDING -BY HELICOPTERS IN LZ BT 445258 AT
1166150 AND CONDUCT COMBAT PATROL TO HAMLET OF KY SANH BT 445855
TO DESTROY C

VES. ONE PLAT WILL RETURM TO MLR AT 11170¢He RE-
MAINING PLAT WILL RETUR! TO MLR O 12 SEPs ONE RIFLE CO .OF 2/4
MARINES WILL CONDUCT OPERATION GOOSE, A COMBAT PATROL, FROM 1187@@H
TO 1116088} VIC BT 4502.

(D) DURLNG NEST TUENTY FOUR HOURS THIRD MARINE DIVISION
WILL CONDUCT SEVENTH EIGHT PATROLS AND ESTABLISH TUENTY FIVE
AMBUSHES o | |
11. HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY TASK FORCE ALPHA (8910017 TO 1818002)
1¢.-(8) INTFLLIGENCE SUMMARY: MO SIGNIFICANT N ACTIVITY REPORT-
ED DURING PERLOD. 1ST AIR CAV DIV (-) & 2/7 MARINES REPORTED 1O
FN GONTACTe 1ST BDE, 1@1ST ABN DIV.RECEIVED SA FIREK VIC BR
465433, A /326 ENGR RECIEVED SA FIRE FROM UNK LOCATION. 2/502
INF CAPTURED 12 VC INCLUDJKG OME HAMLET CHIEF AD 6 GRENADES. 1/327
INF, CONDUCTING OPM COLDSTEEL, FOUND MANY C VES AND CAMOUFLAGED

( TRUGTURES VIC BR 3985124 CAVES AND STRUCTURES UERE DESTROYEDe TF
LANSEL RECEIVED SA FIRE FROM 12 PERSONS MOVING WEST TO FAST VIC BR

W14442, NO KONV CHANGES TO EN ORDER OF BATTLE. EM CAPABILITIES
AND PROBABLE GOURSES OF ACTION REMAIN UNCHARGED.

2o (S$) OPERATIONS SUMMARY: -

. AA) 1ST BDE, 101ST ABN. BDE CONTINUED OPN HIGHLAKD. OPN
COLDSTEEL (USMACV SITREP 45) WAS INITIATED BY 1/327 INF AT 100Z00H.
1/327 ILF (=) COMDUCTED SEARCH AND DESTROY OPN WITH TWO COS WHICH
IRFILTRATED. TO ASSEMBLY AREAS WITHIN ARFA OF OPS. AT FIRST LIGHT
1g SEP, BN(-) STARTED SWEEP WITH TWO CO'S ABREAST. ANOTHER RIFLE
CO WAS ATRLANDED OR A BLOCKING POSITION -VIC BR 387533, ASTRIDE
THE A X1S OF ADVAKCEs SWEEPING FORCE MOVED TOWARD JLJMK=UP, DES=
TROYED BUMKERS, COMCEALED HUTS, AND PUilJ] STAKES FLROUTEs THE
BLOGKIKG FORCE AMBUSHED VC PATROL INFLICTING 9 KIA (BC), -4 VC WIA
AND 4 VCC3; FRIENDLY LOSSES TOTAL 5 WIA, INCLUDING 3-

AS A RESULT OF STEPPING O PUNJI STAKES: ELEMEMTS WIL) COMPLFTE
LINK~UP, ASSUME DEFENSIVE POSTURE AND SEUD OUT AMBUSH PATROLS

DURING THE NIGHT. SEARCH AND DESTROY MISSIOL WiLL BE RESUMED AT
FIRST LIGHT 11 SEP. ELEMENT OF 2/502 INF, ACTING O INFO RECEIVED
FROM 2 VC PRISONERS CAPTURED THE PREVIOUS DAY, CONDUCTED SEARCH
OF VILLAGE (THUONG SON (4) BR 637477 BY ONE RIFLE COe AT FIRST
LIGHT, €O (=) SWEPT THROUGH VILLAGE CAPTURING VC HAMLET CHIEF AND

PAGE 2 OF 3 4h316
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NATIONAL MILITARY GYMMAND CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

{ZvCONFFSSlD COMBAT GUERRILLAS: ONE PRISCNIR LI
ELEMENT TO A CACEE OoF 5 H[‘n D (1(}1 A])]q’ N VF'PQ;‘]..) FOUND.

o W TR BANSEN ASSTSTED OFERATION SIIVLR FLASH (3 ROUIE
‘I‘(Uh PYCOOPN) i (‘()ORLIJAH(); WITH 1% COLPS (AR« AT ©99810H

HANSZ OPEhID Aul qrnuﬁ}b HUY 19 FROM BR Qa5u43 TO BR 319461
mIL, 1019134, STSTIHG 154 ARVN VERIOLES MeKE ROUMD TRIFS
BETWETL QUY HPO puu PLnTn\e TV 1/18 INF CORTILLES 11P'~°L 9
BRE TACR (REARY W TWO (2) SORTIES WERE FLUH 1n SUPPORT OF ORY
CCLNSTYEL . SORTIES PREPA RED 1.2S PRIOR TO TROGPKRES LA'u 1Ge SIX
FIRE MISSLOUS \r( FIRFD T S”PPORT OF BhY OFn, EXPErDIVGE 524
Hﬂus BDE COWDUCTID 18 SMALL U.IT ACTIONS Dl}lxw TRE ERIOD~
THiRKE SMALL UNIT ACTIONS MADE CONTACT WITH VC ELFMENTSe RV C/
PSY OP TEAM CONDUCTED PACTFICATI G BRIEF(NG ix LY TR (5}s Bi
4884513 APPROX 30@ ATTIMDED. SICK CGALL WAS ConpUCTED AN-LUY (3
BR 485432, 715 PERSONS WERE TREATED. MED SUPPLIFS WERE RECFIVE
FROM USOM.FOR SICK CALL PROCERAMs PSY WARFARE LEAFLETS VERE [k~
CEIVED FOR USE J1 BDE ARFA.
(B) ADVANCE PARTY, 187 AIR CAV. SUBORDTLATE FLEMFNTS OF

DiV..(«> PARTICIPATED I} A PRACTICE ALFRT FROM 1638 - 1745, U1TS
PANNED DEFRRSIVE POSITIONS WITH {10 MAJOR ProB) WIT ARLAS Di-

£} SEARCHING

TECTED o WORK DETAILS PREPARING UET LOCATIONS HAVE
THPLETED APPROY 35 PERCERT OF OVERALL TASK OF CLFARIVG BRUSH

DOSURVEY MARKIMG DIV BASY AREA. A TOTAL OF Z2737% INDICIVOUS
PERSONIEL WERN EWPLOYED I¥ CLFARIPG BRUSE FRrOM PRCPOSED RE!JPAD
AREASe PLAGUE TiIOCULATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY 25 CIVILIANS FROM
THE VILLAGE OF At TAM (3) I’ A JOTHT EFFORT BETWEF:L US ARD VIET-
ESF MEDTCAL PYRSOMKEL« PHYSICAL EXAMS PERFORMED EY US DOCTCORS
x}VLfI ED m0 NEW € SES OF -PLAGUE.

(C) &/7 MARINES, E & F 2/7 MARINKES CONDUCTID SEARCH ANMD
VESTROY PATROLS JN-SECTOR WITHOUT CONTACT. A EF &/7 MARINES OP
it CA MOUuG, CR w4ad13@, RECFIVED A OuE MAY PROBE, WHO FIRED O-E RD
OF Sh FIRE, FIRE WAS RETURIED AMD OME GRIMADE ThROWH BY US PLR-
SORPEL S TRDIVIDUAL FIEDe ONT MARIME VAS WIA WITH PIKOR VWOUND
0T REQUIRTHG FVAC Ve MARIVES CONTINUED ROAD SECURLY ALMG
KOUTE OHE NGTH X X MOk MMCETAGT REVRTED H/T HARIVES
CEDUCT L SEARCHAND DESTRE QRCS FRM QGG ST - Hfh
B3Q I'fi"ifJI'Ilu( IREVRZD ADVITISZRED 1IVZD EDICAFAT
O Y JnQbry X PU WY QL CR QPUWUPH FED RICE A.u 4
FIE KIVYRN IWPHU WI kL GRPRUQYP TO 201 QUILIANS ADMIM=RUZRED LIVTEDHM
LITKL AID O 57 CVILTARS ¥ PHU TAI (4).
kD MAJG UNTT ACTIONSS [F
BT

:'J:

\,..
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JGS795/11

"~ VVPHBOT5V . MAH556 ""‘"‘ Fr e s e s
DE RUMSMA 3353J 25u12¢s R AUV Y 9
ZNY SSSSS . ‘ N ; S o
PR 1312032 . ' . R TSI

FM COMUSMACV . o
TO RUEKDA/JCS e N ‘ n
RUHLHQ/ CINGPAC o o

e 1‘,‘ :‘ [ L - . i

RUMFUL#COMSEVENTHFLT . " . - o | . T

- INFQ RUHLHS/CINCUSARPAC > “' AR / O R N

. RUMFUAQ/GG. 11 NA T L "P;-' Lot L 3

" RUMFUU/GTF 767 - ., j!:-; i o 08 A ATy -. Chae
- RUMFUULCTF G Wl g - IS D TR
ZEN/CG-USARY".. g cotes o o -
ZEN‘CG dD Al'R D\lv ‘3; ~.‘;'!‘ ";.-“!‘.:,i,,‘ ,f;;(,-- R B A,;..::;"_";.:
“ZENASA 1 CORPS ' A. _ 0 R ; R
ZEN/ASA 11 CORPS - Do S "‘{"“. S ; '5' "';' L 0 ' v EE R AN R
ZENASA LII3 GORPS . o woiolyd "o b e s ‘
ZENASA IV CORPS " ' vl o wohWdoo * ! :
ZEN‘SA CMR : v .." ‘ . 0 ‘l ' .I v v “'; o A CERS
ZLN #SA RF PF ot -,‘ _; : . B ' i ;.‘:,‘ ".T‘.. . l r(‘:‘)v.i';)'_ S SRR d
 ZENACTE 7@.2 1o 1 Do R T L A T
- ZEN/USATFA o0 v ; '

f ‘ S A 4

o _ 51966 SEGTION FOUR OF FIVE ' S

: 1) TYPE OF OPERATION: ROUTE AND AREA SECURITY =~ - . °f

S (2) AREA OF OPERATION: BINH DINH PROVINGE L =
- (3) UNITS PARTICIPATING: IST EDE, 101ST ABN DIV (=) * - =

REINF) | |

(a) CQNTROL HQ: nu, 1sr BDE 1@1sr ABN

' fAcr- J3-8 o ‘

:JNFO: CICS-1- J1-11 | ou- 3 J5-2 SACSA-5 NMCC-1 SAMAA-1 SECDEF-7 - .

; © ASD/18Ae9 A§D/IL 3 ASD/PA-9 ASD/COMP 1 DIA-30 W/HOUSE- 3
STATE-1 €572 CNO-2 CSAF-2 MC-7 NIC-1 CIA-b NsA-h FaLﬁ=h€ﬂ0%)YJ%/
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MESSAGE cENfEp, R SN
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Y u‘u' IRIEN N
et [

(5) DTG INITIATED: 250500H | T e

KYL PTG TERMINATEDS CONTINUING
(7) RESULTS$ FRD LOSSES (GUM) ENEMY LOSSES (CUM)
: KIAZ 3 KIA: 38 (BC);
WIAS 16 KIAs 36 (EST);
| WIA: 22; WIAR 12 (EST)
VCCs 46; VCSs 278
45F%3K HORSES KILLED
(E) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS: ENADES
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: NONE
(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS: ONE
(a) SHALL ONIT KCTIONS
| ‘ T ACTIONS W/0 CONTACTS TWEN
(5) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WITH CONTACTS ENTY THREE
PROVINCE/ . DATE FRD UNIT/ ENEMY UNIT/

COORDINATE TIME . ACTION  LOSSES - LOSSES
BINH DINH  NOT RPTD PROBE - E 2/7 MARINES UNK
CR 643130 WIAZ 1 UNK

e (S) PLANS SUMMARY : AU
3 ST BDE, 141ST ABN DIV. BDE PLANS CONTINUATION OF OPN
?ﬁ?ﬁéﬁfﬁNSNRNé’iﬁZU‘EESW&LL CONTINUE OPN COLDSTEEL.
S ILL BE CONDUCTED WITHIN THE
'DURING NEXT 24 HOURS. 1THIN THE TAOR

(B) ADVANCE PARTY, 1ST AIR CAVe DIV (=) TO CONCENTRATE
MAXIMUM EFFORT ON CLEARING BRUSH FROM HELIPAD AREA WHICH IS 69
PERCENT ' COMP.LETED» . SURVEY. WORK CREWS WILL CONTINUE TO LAYOUT
SUBORDINATE UNIT AREA. |

-(C) 2/7 MARINES. H 2/7 MARINES TO CONTINUE SEARCH AND
DESTROY PATROLS AND AMBUSHES THROUGHOUT NIGHT OF 19 SEP. AT
1108304 2/7 MARINES WILL COMMENCE HELILIFT FROM PATROL BASE TO
BN CP FOR.DEPLOYMENT IN EASTERN SECTOR OF TAORs E & F 2/7 MARINES
TO GONDUCT PATROL AND AMBUSH ACTIVITY WITHIN SECTOR AT 11080uH, 2/7
MARINES RECON PLAT TO BE MELILIFTED TO US SPEGCIAL FORCES CAMP CR
943331, PLAT TO SET UP PATROL BASE AT CAMP AND CONDUCT RECON
SOUTH OF GRID LINE 35 AND NORTH OF GRID LINE 29 EAST OF SPECIAL
FORCES CAMPe ‘
Ill. 173D ABN BDE (DELAYED REPORT FOR PD 9810012 TO @9100¢2) |
1o (S) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 1/RAR AND E/17 CAV REPORTED HEAR=
ING SA FIRE VIC VILLAGE, YT @819 AT 2824 -AND 2110 HRS. NG CON-

PAGE 2 OF 5 PAGES ©JCs hb316
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- ACT WAS MADE. FROM 1010 -~ 1245 HRS, AERIAL RECON WAS FLOWN OVER ’33'
.WAR ZONE "D". THE OBSERVER REPORTED CART AND FOOT TRACKS ON THE '?‘

DECLASSIFIED

ONE BN OPERATION THROUGHOUT THE SECTOR. DURING NICHT OF S~1@

MESSAGE CENTER

e .
' by o R
g i s ' - {
: A o= [N & N . v
5@ i b )\(: l"ﬂ} Sy & d .:3 i 3 v o

ROAD BETWEEN YT w70348 AND YT 166344+ GROUND FIRE WAS RECEIVED

FROM VIC YT 080348+ FIRE WAS RETURNED, RESULTS UNKNOWN. GROUND

FIRE WAS RECEIVED AND SEVERAL HUTS WERE SEEN IN THE AREA VIC YT
1437 AND YT 1538 TRAIL RUNNING N = S FROM YT ©¥34222 TO YT

¥54267 SHOWED EVIDENCE QF VERY HEAVW FOOT AND CART TRAFFIC. NE

OF HILL 58, YT @525, ONE INDIVIDUAL WAS SEEN RUNNING INTO THE
UNDERGROWTH. 93 VC SUSPECTS AND 35 CONFIRMED VC DEFECTORS CAPTURED
BY ELEMENIS OF THE 2/16 INF IREINF) DURING CONDUCT OF SEARCH AND
DESTROY OPERATION IN TAOR 7-65. THEY ARE PRESENTLY UNDERGOING
INTERROGATIONe NIGHT AFRIAL RECON FLOWN OVER THE BDE AREA ON 9
SEP, REVEALED NO ENEMY ACTIVITY.

-2e (S) OPERATIONS SUMMARY: BDE CONTINUED TO DEFEND BIEN HOA

AREA WITH SQUAD AND PLAT PATROLS, AND CO OPERATIONS, AND

SEP, FOUR PLAT AND ELEVEN SQUAD PATROLS WERE CONDUCTED. A TOTAL
OF FOURTEEN AMBUSH SITES WERE ESTABLISHED BY THESE PATROLS; NEG
ENEMY CONTACT. 2/16 INF CONTINUED SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION.
iB2/503 OCCUPIED AREA G2, AT ©W990835H AND B 1/503 OCCUPIED AREA

- Bli, AT ¥51120H AND WILL REMAIN TVERNIGHT. NO ENEMY CONTACT.

d/16 INF CP ESTABLISHED AT YS 166998; ALL OTHERS REMAIN UNCHANGED.

54319 ARTY, 161 ARTY (RNZA), 1/7 ARTY (-), AND C 8/6 ARTY CONDUCT~
"ED FIRE MISSIONS (NUMBER UNKNOWN), EKPENDING L45 RDS.

(A) MAJOR UNIT ACTIONS:
(1) TYPE OF OPERATION: SEARCH AND DESTROY
(2) AREA OF OPERATIONS BIEN HOA PROVINCE
(3) UNITS PARTICIPATINGS 2/16 INF (REING) (ERRONEQUS~

‘LY REPORTED PREVIOUSLY AS 2/18 INF) -

(4) CONTROL HQ: HQ3 2/16 INF

(5) DTG INITIATED$ ©81760H |

(6) DTG TERMINATED: CONTINUING

(7) RESULTS$ FRD LOSSES (CUM) ENEMY LOSSES (CUM)
NONE VCS? 93

'VC DEFECTORSS 3
(B) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS3
(1) TOTAL NIGHT CONTACTS: NONE
(2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS: NONE
(3) TOTAL CONTACTS: NONE
(4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS W/0 CONTACTS SEVENTEEN'

" IVe 173D ABN XFE (R91001Z TO +010002)

1. (S) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYS$ 2/16 INF REPORTED ARMED HELICOPTER

"RECEIVEDSA FIRE VIC YS 23&944§ YS 263943, YS 252942 AND YS

3%7946 RETWEEN 9750 = 1330 HRS. THE HELICOPTER‘RETURNED THE FIRE
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e b o e .
T ; 'Q‘ T Dkl @

= q | U - mesm: cmm | '15’
. ““5%?"&’ - As 3y
JCST98/1 1 ‘ © CALL 53388
N : L : ) FOR NHCC/MT,
' f SERVICE :
Db RUNSHA 1354 254 206 % | q 53
DE RUMSMA 1 1 S 1
INY SSSSS ¢ 9l 13332
PR 1112032
FM COMUSMAGY
TO RUEKDA /JCS - |
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC | !
RUMFUL #NOMSEVENTHFLT . '

INFO RUHLHS/CINCUSARPAC
. RUMFUAQ/CG IIX MAF -
RUMFUU/GTF 76
RUMFUU{CTF T8
ZEN/CG . USARV
ZEN/CG 2D AIR DIV
ZENASA I CORPS ‘ |
~ -ZEN/SA 11 CORPS I
( EN#SA 111 CORPS
- ~EN/ZSA IV CORPS
 ZEN/SA CMR
ZEN#SA RF PF
ZEN/CTE 7@.2.1.1
%N#USATFA-
!qle 31968 FINAL SECTION OF FIVE
ANCES, RESULTS UNKNOWNe FIVE VC SUSPECTS WERE APPRE~
HENDED DURING CONDUCT OF 2/16 INF..SFARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION}
INTERROGATION OF SUSPECTS CONTINUESe AT 1450 HRS, AN AGENT REPORT
~ SPEICIFIED A VC BATTALION VIC YT 922226 WITH 16 AA WEAPONSe BATw
“" " TALION WAS REPORTED MOVING SOUTH TOWARDS XT996157 WITH MISSION .
TO ATTACK BIEN HOA AIR BASE ON NIGHT OF 12 OR i1 SEP WITH MORTARSe
ARTILLERY FIRED ON SUSPECTED VC BN POSITION, RESULTS UNKNOWN.
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- @EPARTMENT OF DEFENSE @

NATIONAL MILITARY GUMMAND CENTER

MESSAGE CENTER
AERJAL RECON OF SAME AREA REVEALED NO UNUSUAL ACITIVY. AERIAL
RECON NORTH OF BDE AREA REVEALED ROAD BLOCK BY VEHICLES AT XT
184495, XT 188461, KT 787466 AND XT 786475, AND ROAD BLOCKED BY
iD]LS AT XT 785396, XT 786404, XT 190417 AND XT 7934335, FOXHOLES
WERE SIGHTED-AT XT 658443 A‘D XT 7455954
e (S) OPERATIONS SUMMARY: BDE CONTINUED TO DEFEND BIEN HOA
AREA WITH SQUAD AND PLAT PATROLS, CO OPERATIONS, AND OMNE BN OPERA-
TI0N THROUGHOUT THE SECTORs DURING NIGHT OF $-1¢ SEP, 14 AMBUSHES
WERE ESTABLISHKD, 2 CO SIZE AND ONE PLAT SIZE POSITIONS WERE OCCU-
PILD ANS SIX OP'S WERE MANNED. B 1/5@3 ICCUPIED AREA Bll OVER- :
WIGHT AND CLOSED BN POSITION AT 101@10@He B 2/503 OCCUPIED AREA
6& OVERNIGHT AND CLOSED BN POSITION AT 1@@S3@0H; NEG ENEMY GONTACT.
2/16 INF COMPLETED SKARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION, RETURNING TO :
BASE CAMP AT 101T02H; 3/319 ARTY, 161
ARTY (RNZA), 1/7 ARTY (=), AND C8/6 ARTY CONDUCTED FIRE MISSIONS
(NUMBER UNKNOWN), EXPEWDING 3513 RDS.

(A) MAJOR UJIT ACTIONSH
(1) TYPE OF OPERATIONS SFARCH AND DESTROY

{2) AREA OF OPERATION! BIEN HOA PROVINCE
£3) UNITS PARTICIPATING?® 2/16 INF (REI F)
{4) CONTROL HQG! HQ, 4/16 INF

£5) DTG INITIATED? ©@8L702H

(
( ) DTG TERMINATED: 101700H
(7) RESULTS: FRD LOSSES (CUM) ENEMY LOSSES (CUM)
NONE VCSe 98

Ve DEFFCTORSS 3

ZELQYQCHT SMALL UNIT ACTIONS:

(1) TOTAL NWIGHT CONTACTS: NONE

£2) TOTAL DAY CONTACTS: NONE

£3) TOTAL CONTACTS: NONE

£4) SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WITHOUT CONTACTS TWENTY THREE
GP=4
BT.
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EFE Ao €5 FRFPAC 13pn3gy PARH 3oC AND 2.4
Bo C6 FYFPAC 1605p07 ) opns 2oF

:
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Se SORUSKACY 2505217 s, ke sn cqs (Paszp) B
Do CO FUFPAC 2706202 U6 papp b -
E« ANENBASSY S3TGON 20415470 et
GO SSHUSNACY 1515107, PAnz [,a anp 5.4 CPesiP)
No CONUSKACU 051165z, paza |on pasph) =
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PURGE 2 KUMPG 2500 _ |
wo [L) FMFP#‘ 2088068 fﬁﬂug PARA ?oA
Ko ST MAYF 949256z AtJG, PARA 1 CPASEP) - :
Lo ca FMFP&C 1789562 PARA 2E. ¢8) ,
1, STERL 2TE WAS & SUBSTYANY 28i. DEFEAT FOR THE VIET conao RE?E
AoB,C. D, ARD K PATIT B BROAﬂhN ING PICTURE OF T8 IMPACT.. P
%01¥0w«ma IN TRE VAXE OF STARLYTER® AND WHILE MUCH
GTiiL HAD A STRONG GFFECT ON THE VG TINETABLE. BUT
POWERF U, &% BOTY PUT TOCETKFR HAS BEEN THE GRINDIN
GUR COMPINED KILITARY-CIWIC AF”&ON EFFORTS IN THE
DENARNG = CHU LAZ aREAS, WHERE SCORES OF V&iLGGhS Al
OF FEOPLE ARE BEING PROVIDED S HE SECURITY FOR WHIC
HUNGERED, &ND 1) OPPORTUNITY FOR ECONOMIC BET?KRMEN .
THEY HAVE DREAMED. s
e THE VIET CONG HAVE CERTAYHLY BEEN THJNKKNG
&Nh THETR CONDUCT DURING THE PAST-VEEKS SUGGEST
HAVE COME TO SOKE CONCLUSYORS WHICH WE NEED Rk
T0 PONDER IN RELATION TO OUR OWN OPERATIONS. RLFERENGEu
AND W OURDER GCORE THE L IHELIHOOD THAT WE MAY EXPECT THE V
“iﬁ?ty ENGKNENMENT OF THEIR ORGANIZED UNITS WEITH 00ﬁj*0“¢€$
gr THEIR MAJOR EFFORT OGN GUERRILLA WARFARE, SABDTAGE, TER
AND vrovaaamags IN ORDER 70 SUSTAIN A HOLD ON THE PEQPL!
AFTER THY STARLITE OPERAT]0~, GENERAL THI FORECAS THIS.
DEVELOFFKENT TO NE, SAYING THAT THE VULT CONG AR
STRONG ENDUGH TO SUSTAR THEANY KAJOR DEFEATS SUC ,
ON 14 SEPT GENERAL CO (CHIEF OF JOINT GENERAL STAFF, RV
THAT IN I CORPS THE VIET CONG WERE BEING FORCED BACK:
THE CLASSIC COMKUNIST PROGRAK, AND THAT OUR PURPOSBE NOy
BE TO ACCFLERATE THIS RETHOGRESS ON IN EVERY WAY WE' GANa
%, 1 AGKEE WITH GENERAL COo THE VIET CONG HAVE PROQALY
NV IShON OF ST PIECE BATYLES WITH Ue S¢ FORCES, wHEﬁI wE
THE CIRCUN STANGES » HAVING LITTLE CHOICE, I BELFi F» RE -
0 REDOUBLE THE L+ GUERRILLA EFFORTS TO KELP THS . LNTRAM c@VFnNman*
FRON GETTING CONTROLKETA THE COUNTRYSIDE, LONCUPRwNTLY PROTECTING
THEIR FOUITY IN THE RICE, LANPOWER, INTrLLICFncF aﬂn ﬁhkCTﬁARY
tqscw HRE 60 ESSENTIAL 70 THEIR SURVIVAL, .
4@ AT FIRST INSE %vgjom THIS VﬁFT CONG DEGXSIONwIF IT iﬂ INDE&D o

rﬂ(?, IT DOES Not. THE LAKINES HAVENEVER PELT fHAT THE WAR:
T BE UON BY THY GRAND .ANYHU}RS OF LARGE FORCEG, BY BRILLIAN
FIELD WARSHALLSKIP 1N TNE TAVERBERG OF GHANGE LéRﬁVil{F Ixaa
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WHILE Uik TROGPS Have BEEN ALERT T0 MOVE N OR GPPORTUNT

ENTRAF LaRGE UNITHE, THEY k‘ﬁﬁm?hq EARLY SN THE GAME & T
YICTORIES ARE 70 BE WON IN VHE VILLAGES, AND X7 IS RE
GL?A COHOLD « CIVIC ACTION © PRACEMAKING o ﬁovx$$
EFFORTSHENAT HAVE PAYD OFFy AND THIS IS WHAT IS8 HU
SONG, X hPE?REN\Fu C, B, ¥, & %, AND Lo :
o ANSATR OUESTION LS WHY HAVE JF ﬂEFN ABLE TO KO
EFFECTIVELY IN THIS AREFA; WHEN THE ARVN HAS NOT,
THAT, WHTIL JULY 8D, THE AREA EXTENDING REIGHT uP T HE
FENCE OF THE ﬁhNAhw LIRFIELD WAS LARGELY VIET CONG TER
HOW COULD THES BEY THE RKASONS ARE FEW ARD SIHPLE, =~
ARYN HAS NOT THE M:wﬁwu»r TO CLLAR OUT ALL OF T
EXUS HAVE 70 FOREGO SOKE IMPORTANT LOCALITISS MEREL
PRYSICAL, OVER-EXTENSION. IN § CORPS THE NMULTIPLE VIE? e@ue
EXTENDING FROM THE DEZ 70 QUANG NGAY, ARE MORE THAN THE sw
BYAILABLENFRYN DiVviSIONS uam ASNDLE . THEIR CLEAR-AND=KOLD
ARE L&RGRLY GLEARafrﬁ FOLD, JUST BECAUSE THAY CANNO? ooa
WATERFRONT? - SECOND, 5T ¥§ & FACT THAT IN THEIR € |

L JIVETY THE ARVNN

$ KELATIVELY INEFFECTIVE, BEX
THENSELVE G, THEY ARE NOT YNSTYNCTIVELY SYMPATHETI
AND THE UANTS OF THE PEOPLE, NOR CAN THEY so EVENIF Ti
LIVE DOWR THE PAST REPUTATION WHICH THEY HAVE EA ?bED wx?;
PEOFL £ OF BEING C

SENSATE AND BRI TALQ THE 1‘AC1 imlg wﬁ ARE B EH o
AT p%ﬂ?xummm THAN THEY ARE, BECAUSE OUR IN&TANDTIVI: STANDARDS -
ARE AHER ‘
6o LT YIS N THESE TWO AREAS T m‘ WE HAVE DORE S0 NV;H G{C)D
PUT FOULLY TEN THOUSAND NKARINES INTO THE CLEAR AND: HO.L,D o CIVIC
ACTION ENLORT ARCIND DABRANE Ay (st_c. WE HAVE THE ‘ﬁTREN(‘TH T0 D0
WHAT THE ARVUN Hao | »&H« TOO YZaK FO DOoe BEYORD THIB, OU}‘{‘ }MS
PEEN A »i:t"li";‘};')ii'}.‘,il.'.\‘(iki o IHEPIRING PERFORKANCE . OUR H‘i" HAVE BEEN
SENSUUWE TO THE PROFLEYS WEEDS, THERE H!\u BEEN NO EXPL UITATJZONu
GEON CE, 0ARY i{' HEGE Sy USOY w} PLIES, HAMDCLASP MATERIALS HAVE .

AL FOUSD THERR vaY W{MY .&O THE PEGPLE. <« THERE HAS LEEN NO
SOt CAND ND )'\.WK"H\;,.}’ UE HAVE THE DOCTORS AND THE BUL L*DQZX L

AND TREE ART XS ,m.,m. x’ FDED TO }lﬁiﬁj’ THER GET ON THEIR FEET., VE HAVE
Ol "fi‘-u\f AND THE PATIENGCE TO TEACH THEIR POPULAR FORCES TH
RUDIRENTS OF MIL ﬂw\h’\ C(!?‘mlf,i'o IN SHORT THE AKEXJUANS ARE PU

THE Vl"é}:tl' CATION PROSRAYL IN £ NANNER FAR NORE EFFICINET AND
HH\ HORE s-ROthf VE THAN ThE Ih VIETNANESE COUNTERPARY S,
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AND IRDEED ARF DOING=«]i TO INTENSIFY OUR PAQ{FIGATIO,?W;;

TO PUT OUR UEDICAL, LOGISTIC, SOCIOLOGIGAL AND NILITARY &

WORK T4 BRIG YRANGUILLITY 70 THE CRITICAL COASTAL AREAS (
CORFE aS SO0 4% VE CaNe THE NORE OF iT WE DOy THE !f.O

LLIGERNCE v ILL GOk E 30 Us FROY THE P}OPLE@ AND TH% GR

LIXELIHOOD OF CUR RET ;

CENTERS, HEADQUARTERS, ﬁuﬁﬁﬁ SLY AREAS F&Co 1 01'

STRIVE T0 PULL THE ARVN ALONG WITH 08, INSPIRING THEa <]

HARDER AND TO TREAT THEIR COUNTRYVEN WITH GRE ATFR oomsi

s mines poaq [ NNGNGNGNGN
EOND L XYYE THOOD OF H'{IS FORMULA FATURING “' I‘I’H DRA“;R‘I
SUADERNERS o H(UEW Re IN & RELATIVE BENSE, IT 15 'KovIN ﬂ“ﬁﬁ T
RAFINDLY MW, I8 THE LERIFK ‘.:l $/72 KONTHS SINC OUR F’OR EQIJBEGAN: R
T 13‘153‘ I3} »”’ SERI0OUSLY T Y CORPS WE HAVE BRCUGHT & {aOﬁD?}}i"EAQﬂRﬁ 0
PEACY 10 AR fﬂ HY A8 8D VILL #Qh Wi HAVE BhOU"HT AT LEA$T ‘5?6!3
SCUARY, NYLES JN?}Y*:\ OtIR CONTROL hNT} WE ARE ‘!ﬁ’x GETT NG 5’1‘&&1‘&1)« ,
9 1 B2Y }r'VL JE OGN WIN BIG OIN VIE'XM‘J“ Iy T}. Hels FQRC}}? \IL"L i
THEIR N"\x Fm!{) 5:; VIGORGUSLY INTO THE PACIFICATION }RQGRAM @E!f“‘ )
SBLVAYS ALERT ©TO0 ENMTRAP A JY (NWARY VC aiN FORCE FORQ’:"T}QN@@ AND
WITE IT ALL ¥5 aRE GOING T0 HAVE TO EXHIB“;‘ FOR ﬁVEhYQNEg OuR
PATIVNCE AND R RESOLUT .S.UN
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