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k- Bubjl Uombet Jporations Aftor Aguiow Heporc, Battle of Ehe Sanh
1. Forvapded.

2, The Ebe Sanh batile wag the first wjop tost of the M-i§ rifle
corbet by ciwe Warine Corpee The vost msjordey of the ofTicers ond
whoe partioipated in this batdls were mgtinting in thely :l'ﬂhl!l
weapon. This Hesdguerters copsiders the Me16 rifle o more than

to exist in Vietsus far a 14
walght, bard-hitting, reliable basie infemiry rifie.
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Prow:  Commanding ﬂﬂurﬂ, 32 Harine Diviaton (Reiw), WP
To: Commandar, T, 9. Hilithry sscistancs Comnesd, Tisknsm 1:1‘.t.tn| I545)

Yini fhmmdﬁ'lﬂ Banural, [T Muvine Auphitious Force _
:m}-:: Combat Operations After fotfon Raport, Battle of Kus Sani

3 i Tefy | +(B) COMMENAGY m-t H}-a of 2apri6 - :
14 Besgdregesd. and mzm in umﬂmu with mfu.“mu Cb}. p
'...1. e favoruble peefomudnes of the ‘1-‘|£ rifln in tids datfle 15 mxth,y
of ‘notos - Gomeéenta in parsgraph 13064 Indfoats that the 14Nt welghs of
thi senpal pnd the ability of trodps te borch more mamahision Shan they
snuld for the A4 were Ieporteit factors In fn wubdpag nf ':haJ'nttmk.
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HEATGUARTERS
3d Merinea

Promi  Commanding Officer

S e rs
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3d Marine Diviaion (Haing), TMF_
PO Ban Francisco, 6602

984367 g
3/RRE 1ws

3100
03 duna 1967

Tt Commanding Gemernl, 3d Marine Divigien (Reins), TMT

Bubj: Combat Operetions After Action Eeport

Hef: (a) Maps; Vietram; AMS Bories IP01% 1450,000 Sheets 6342 III, IV
1. Dofle ¥apa, The Fettle of XEHE 80, Search end Destroy

2. Daten of Ooerntieon, 240001H April to 131500H May 1967

3« Inpatign, HOWE HOA Idatrict, QUANG THI Province, Republic of

Vietnam,

%. Tosk Organization
3d Marines () (Baint)
B0F EHE RAWH

g Page Defense/Heserva

Compeny B, lat Pn, 9th Marines
Company ¥, 24 Bn, 31 Marines
Commny E, 24 Bn, Gth Marines
Company €, lst Bn, 26th Marines
let Bp, 20th Marines

34 Bp, 34 Marines (EHE SATH)
Gompany B, let Bn, th Marinee
Company K, 34 Bn, 33 Marines
Compeny E, 3d Bn, Gth Marines
Compemy M, 34 Bp, 34 Merines
Compary M, 34 Ba, 9th Marines
Compary F, 24 Bn, 3d Marines
Comgean G 1zt Bn, 26th ¥arines

Compan 1at Hn, 26tk Mari
RETURN TO CLASSIFIED CORTAGL CENTER gt

2d Bn, 3d Marines

Company 5, 2d Bn, 3d Merinem
Compeny F, 24 Bn, 3d Merines
Company &, 24 Bn, 24 Marines
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Gol T.P. LANIGAH (28ipp—13¥ay.
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[ 12=13yr)

I4Col G. WILTER (gsipn-1iMay)
(25-274pr)

(25-274pr]

(258pr-13taz)

{ 27Apr-1ay)

{ 27ipr-13lny)

(1-3tay)

{ 5=13May)

(12-13May)
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Company B, 24 Bn, 34 Marines { 264 r=12tay)
let Bn, 26th Marines Li0ol DuE, HEWDOH {11-13%ey)
Company &, 15t Bn, 2fth Marines [ 1112y ) 130y}
Company B, lst 3n, 26th Marines (1113May)
Compeny C, 1ot Hn, 26th Marinea (13May)
Comany D, 1st 3n, 26th Marines (11-17May)
Company 1, 24 Bn, Sth Marinas { 121 Pny)

(1} Opgon

Iottery P (Reinf), 84 Ba, 12th Marines Capt G, COLDEN (24-27hp:

EHE SL0E Aptillery Group Capt G, GOIDEH (27-2Gip:
Maj B, WEEELCCE {2QAnre
11Mey)
Capt G. GOLIEN (12=13day
Battery ¥ (Rainf), 24 Bn, 12th Marines (27hprmlgey
Eattery 3, 24 Bn, 12th Marines : ( 27Apre11May
Eottery A, 1lst Bn, 12tk Morines { 130ay)

{2) General Bupport
Batteory B, 24 Bn, olth Artillery (TEL) (2l ra1Ma;
b, Zplovment

Battory ¥ mgported the operation from ita beginning o eod with
wix 105mm howitaers, two 155mm howitsera, and three 4,2% mortnrs. The
tattory genernlly provided fire supporé for one bettelion (3f3) durins the
operafion; however, on one ocoasion 1% weas Tequired to support two babe
talions (26-274pr), wmiil Battery B wes 1ald end resdy to fire, Batbery
B supporbed 29 during most of its articipation in the operation. PBoth
betterlos were required fo provide fire support for the CAD unit in the
HEE Balll erea and the LATE VEI Speeisl Forces Cemp,

Indtialyy ¥f2/12 (Reinf) wes the control ngemey for artillery in
the EEE SAWH arca; however, with the arrivel of E/1/12, a provisicnal
artiliery group waa formed to eceomodats the comtrol of the incressed firve

sopport forces. The ertlllery sroop remined as the coatrol egency for
the dvration of the operation,

Battery I' displaced to & forward ampport pogition with its two
155om howitzers on 5 Mey., The detachaent of %.2" mortars wes helllifted
%o Hill 8815 on the sane dey. 2/2/12 rofurned to tho bres on 11 May;
the 42" mortare remained at thelr fommrd positicn for the duration of

the operation,
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Artillery during the oneration was called upon to provide fire
support in coordination with air strikes, Although artillery was unable
in all cases to destroy the heavier constructed enemy fortifications on
the three objectives, it was used extensively for prep fires, to suppress
anecmy mortar fire, to attack enemy troops in the open, and to provide
nighttime fire support and H&I's, Vhile air suppori assumed the predome
inant offensive fire support role, artillery provided tihe bulk of the
defengive fire support, However, this does not preclude the massive
volume of fires delivered by artillery to neutalige and destroy point
targets in the battle area, By final count the two batteries and the

two 155mm howitzers delivered over 24, 000 rounds in support of the oporem
tion,

oo dmmunition Expenditures
105MM_EXPENDITURES
TATE , PIRE MISSIONS H&I TOTLT
HE . ‘ wp TOTAL
2BAPR 359 101 660 0 660
25 146 ' ' 123 269 76 345
26 890 186 1076 280 1356
27 521(10)* 1T 632 163 795\
28 957 11 968 197 107
29 1830(277) - 52 1882 265 B 12
30 1177(12) 508 1685 - 2ho 1925
OIMAY 1191(24) 56 1247 72 1319
2 2567 72 2639 27k 2913
3 810(247) 43(23) 83 163 1016
L 1602(ko) 179(28) 1781 221 2102
5 89(27) iy 133 anl u8y
6 389 68 k57 516 973
7 Lo1(30) , Lé(1) Ly 619 166
8 250(48) 48 298 334 1132
9 656(100) - 38 69 357 1051
10 1020(5) 54 w07l oo 1h7h
11 142 32 174 480 65k
iz 108 37 145 361 506
13 137 3b 171 305 L6
TOTAL 15442 1843 17285 - 6187 23472

* Unobserved Fire Missions

Total 155mm expenditure was 1365 rounds of vhich 992 rounds were expended
in fire missions and 373 rounds were expsnded ss H&I'g,

Total missions for the operation wers 1538 of which W50 were observed,
87 were unobservedyand 1141 were H&l%s,
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6. hir Bugporh

&, Mrat Marine Aircraft ¥Fins [thipz\-l:}'."{ay)
Marine Adroreft Group 16
Farine Airereft Geoup 11
Marine Aircraft Tremgport Squed VHMER.252

?th Lir Tores i r=13ay)
Dat, 20th Teetienl Air Bupport System (Frojset Tigerhound)

b, IHE BAWH poprepzes & rumey cepable of supporting helicoptera and
fized wing eircraft up to G=130 In size, This facility in proximity fo
the bettle ares greatly mided the engnzad forees by allowing aireraft
for resupply, med evwec, obmorvation, or suinship suppert to be resdily
awvailable, MHotary wing and 40 sireraft were never more than twenby
mimitea away from request time to on ctaticn, The minimem Aocint of
alreraft avellables m & twenty—Four hour hasgis was two 01D sireraft, two
gunshipe, twoe H-34's, and two CH-UEVe mupplomented me the situstion
required by the Wing and CTF 79,5, In pdditiom, the ebllity of the oip-
ptrip to roceive (=130 aircrdft allowed large mmbors of troopa snd lovge
smounts of supplles to be trensported to ond steged ot FEE BRI thus in -
creaaing the relnforcing and empport copebility of the controlling heode
quartora,

oy Although the EEE SiNE ares is penarally frequented by early morhe
ipr gromnd fog end efferncon thundershowers, Weather did not become B
highly critical factor., It was estimated thot satisfactory flying core
dHtiong preveiled during eighty percemt of the operctiomnl time fiose.
¥hen adverse Weather conditions did ocoir, emergency missions were gan-
erally flowm desplte the weather,

d, & totel of nine tactical troop 1ifis of platoon aize or larger
and the displecement of three 4,27 mortars were underieken by helicopher
during the course of the operction, In 2dditiom two companies &nd a
bettallon command group wers moved adwiniptretively by rotary wing fimom
the Camp CAHHOLL/TOH 50 LM apee to JHE 8MME on 25 Apsil, Two full
battalions, thres additional companies, =nd one tettery were moved fo EHE
BRNH by fixed wing, and one full bottelion and four additional corpenies
were tronsported from FHE SAWH by fixed wins, Muethernore, toectieal
inserticna end sxiracticns of rscon units ware alee mede by EHE SANE
based rotary wing pirerafi,

a: Regmply wos flown irtc the YHE BAYH T8R by fixed wing, BRemgpply
of imita in the field wes mocomplighed by helicopter oo the only means of
trensportation, Hesmpply woun normally nccomplished on & twico—f-day
begis, &ll the requesbed osupplier beling sbeged pricr to the comencometh
of respply. Friority or eoergency Toduasts weores Tulfilled ne they
gocurreds

£, Cammeliy emomticr fyom the fleld wes secromplighed by Cilmdi
and He3l aireraft. Comualty evacustion from EHE GATH $o permeanent
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medienl facilities such as DOHG Bh, FHOT BRI, Da JREG, ar tha USS Frinceton
wee accompliched prineipelly by 0130 siroreft with emargenciss by CHelb,

g Qualified serial cheervers provided merinl reconraissance, direchs
ol tactionl ajirstrilen, and called in ar¢tiliery fires. In =ddition to
the twp AO0Tg permanently based at ¥HE DAWE, further support was provided
bty detochments from DOHG HE and FEU HAI and by awilable mumeaips. &0%a
Ware an gtetlon over the batile arsa and to the west fiom sunrice wo
gunget and at night when the sitwtior required,

h. Gunghip mmppors wes provided by twe gmmehips provided o THS SANH
on & rotabing wasle. These two punchipa vers sugmented by as mRny a8
four additicml rm-"‘r.l'm wien the situstion reguired. Bunghips wers
employed &8 estorts, 40%s, nnd 40 o 18nited degres as close smppork,

i. Flareshipa snd "Spock® slrcraft were provided to FEE SAWH ap &
rightly bapia to provide i1lmminetion and fire suppert for nisht defeae.

j. ¥eximm unae was tode of flwsd wines adrcraft to strike targeis
inacgossible to artillery fire or targete for which artillery sas not
adomuate, Such strikes were onployed %o newtrelize nnd destroy cnemy
poditicrs in preperation for infentry apenulta, These strikes wers
controlled by TAC(E)'e, FACla, ADTg pnd at tizes, by gunahips, The
mximn muzber of sorties in one day w=o 166 durine the pericd of intense
supporting orms propemmtion of Objeoctiveas 2 and 3, [Totnl ordoonos drop—
7ed in direct support of ‘hha- operetlon totaled over 3, ,000_1ba o
expleaives, not ts inc B on 1 Wm-iasl
inflicted on the ey Ly air sppert '-f-zrla £52 KIu {0}, 185 ETL (7)), ona
1 BEpturnee wae wes sighted snd picked wp selely by oir. Two sircrafh
wara dewned in support of the opomiion = a (Bt by growmd fire and a
Hw3lt due to mechapical failure; the former wad wnrecoverstle, the latter
wea extracted by & CH-53, sll possongers wera safely ecbrncted 10 both
instances, In edditiom, two other G-l sushalned msjor damege Aurlng on
ettempted recon extroction dut wers abls to return to EIE S8AH: the pilot
of one was gravely wrded daring the T1light and dled cheorily thoereafber,
Sgwvarael other rotery wing snd AD airoraft recedwved mincT to nodernte
demge from gromd flre, ™t &ll woere 8ble Yo return to permenent cegpalr
facllitles wnder thelr own powen,

k. The following atatisticd revelant o cloge alr mmport weTe
gomplied for the poriod ®& Aprll #o 12 Moy, These totels do nnt re¥lect
TFQel0 or Arelight tonmego,.

TOTAL
DaTH  HAPALM(The) EEPLOSTVES(1hs) 280 500 250 JM 2oen R0 1np) SORTTE
24 fnr Hg250 1,250 g - - " G, 500 8
25 18,000 15,900 (] [ - - “ 33,000 1z
26 21,000 =700 WE - = - " 55;1300 20
27 18,000 118,000 Lo 216 s e e 136,000 Lo
28 Th, 250 209,500 0 3Tl = - 12 283,750 a3




L0, 000
56,000
68,000
25,500
Li 500
31,000
b1 500
£1,000
10,000

8,500
55,000
Lo,500
20,500
16,000
£11,500

EHﬁEwmﬂmm;mﬁHgﬁ l

155,000
267,750
E82,000
389,500
33k, 000
200,500
255,000
156,500
115,000
38,000
156,500
52,000
Lz oo0
4g,000
9,218,500

3

£6 » = :| 8 195,000
95 A - = 26 323,750
s Loz 4B BE 130 £50,000
- 265 KB T2 63 415,000
"3 fen L2 LB BB 375 500
128 2¥ 18 12 i 232,500
122 19 Bl L =0 296,500
74 by 64 & 30 177,500
g2 18 -~ 10 & 126,000
15 B - - - k&, 500
0 178 -~ - 1g 212,500
0% 132 - - =~ 132,500

i 1 - S - - 62,500

- 66 - - E 651-0{“}

Kil's
114
166
W6
100

76

A

Lz

Loy

1z

71

a0

26

28

-

1230 3538 508 247 387 3,B30,000 1190

1. There were & tofal of 23 Arclight strikes dropped in gupport of the

oparation during the pericd &4 Laril = 13 May,
gpemiion officially terminated,

Uthars were requastied ne the
Tne firgt hrelight strikes by the FIRM

beged Ba52%s began on 28 April epproximately two dsye sffer the hen7y one

gagement of 25-26 April, - YherBaiftar, the strikes followed in repid o

cegplon with somatimas ee meny as four strikes on one day,

me

(1) 2807300 April
(2) 2813308 April
(3} 201600H April
(4} o2oso0l Apedl
(5) n21600H May
(8) 021800H Mey
(7Y oonsoot May
(8) o©30é00H Moy
{9) o320003 tey
(1) 032100 Moy

(11) oligon Mag
(12) DEQUOOT By
.;1321 0520000 May

DETLDOEL Magy

(15) ceosond Moy
(16) 0703308 May
{17) 07z0is5H May
(18) 072000E May
(19) oFolvaE May
{20} 083530 May
{21} ogzolsH May
{22) 10050TH May
(23) 120510H May

Aren of the Steikag

ZD PhokE0  770LED, FROIT , PHOIISO
XD 750636, 77hsHE, 783530 . V63520
XD E74LTG, GB3UBE, EGPUTY,, GOLNES
D peabén, TRoUBL, ThOUTG, Tialsg
XD 73l Phéidiz, 730kko, PaLe2
XD 700550, 730540, 730530, 700330
x0 poibsn, yask sy phckae el
AL 775525 ,798516, 79650k, 73511
XD grshivp 200kls , Fo0LED, 671060
D Pa0520,728510, 752520, ¥50513
L 75T, 680530, 708530, 70ns 1k
! ?}-__; '2-5,755'5:“12.?.:5“; {1y T
XD 7ealifz, 7aghEl, Pholps, Pl
XD Gpahiy, 7ookds, qooke7, Grbled
I 964463 E57l7l, 725401, PR 1ks2
L 50559, 761566, 775550, 7E0SHT
7D £80530,681551, 701588, 699526
ED phas18, 7r05cR, pEnlg 6, PS50
ID 708528, 70520, 728510,701513
XD pEas3l,PE0SES TRLG00, 757519
D Y555R9, 793519, 7595520, 730520
XD €6/508, 696513, 710467, 701483
ED £55512, 559518, 682489 , 67oiil

wa

{2)

11%1-131 (1) snd (2) Arclighte numbers 12 &2 13 wers sscond Tune for hrolights
mmber-5 and 4 reapectively.

Plotted on the map these 23 Arclights -

~resent almost complete coverame of
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an ares from the northwestern and western edege of the battle aros to the
lpotian border,

6, Insellicomoe

8. The KHE SaMH aryes of cperaticns censfste of pledmont type hille
covered with elephant grass vn to fiftesm foob high ., seacondary brush type
vegobation, ond Jmele svovsl, & mndosd Sy of 4he frmile lognied in tha
fren Wera eonrsfled by eanonisz vp 40 cizxty fect high in the more ootmbadine
ole Arens. Ju fthe hill aresr, sleghont =reaps end dense wndergrowth wore
pajor obetealez, Foot $roons sould not pensisate the medorlty of Shese
aress except by following the erisbing itrmils or by the extremely slow
process of hacking out B treil, In the objoctive area Hil1l BAL apnd 831K
were covered with tree and Pamboo growthi Hill 8815 was covered with hesvy
tree growth on the north side and by elephent gress on the south =ide,
411 three of these hill mesces were 2lmoat aentirely demuded of folinge
bg 8 repult of mpporting arma coverspe doring the operatlion.

The aixty foot ceropy, fungle mmdergrowbh, and elephant grass offored
excellent conceelment from ground observeticn which wes ldmited to fivs
meters in mest arces. Concesluont from seripsl choervetlion wme good to falre
depending upon the continuity of the comopy ox the height ond dengity of
the elophant gross and undergrowth, Obperwetion and fields of fire prior
to suppeorting arms coverage wore limited %o ebout five meters in the crens
of dewspet follation exbtunding out to greater ranges depending wpon the
hoight and consistency of $he wmdergrowth,

DCHG THI Menmtain (XD 8545) i the hishaszt pealk in the IEE S2TH Vallay
Bnd dominstes the ares, Hill 861 (XD £2044) controls tha nmorthern and northe
western evommer of npprosch o the I G Zage, He11 B815 (ED 7743)
dominates the apyroncies from the west and northwent, HA11 B63T (XD 7745}
affords good obzervation of moal of the approsch ltowbes f¥on the aortnwest,
but does not pemit cbservation of the 1HEE S5V Bage iSa:zld,

The weather durlyg the Battle of ¥R BiFE was olwov with excellent
Tletbility during aihty pereant of the mperatiou, However, dhort narioda
of hekvy rain snd clovdivess did huoper carial obesrvubion and clogs eir
support misaions sed on ok leorb obe ozmasion woas o deterudning factor in
the t¥pe of ordrance which had fo be soploged.

b Daring tre Babtle of EOE 387, dnteliipence reporTie revenled thet
elementa of the 355th VA Diviafon wors locoted Sa the norbthwest of the FOE
L Bage, Doporta oleo rowesled that the missien of Fis cnemy unita wes
to stiack L17ied Forces snd fized ingiallatlona, c.g, 000 S0 Bass and
Lillyr VEL Special Forces Ommp, in the I00E SLED sren, Agont ropocse, friendly
recormad gesnce efforte, viensl elghtingo, and enemy acilvity im tha il
SATH arsn dndicated some inoreapo in thao terco of smery setivity prlor fo
'b:h..o ipitinl contmet om 2 hprily howovor, T rnll cxbent WRG ndanomringd
o% the time,

F




Oe A4t 2UHIP00H April F1/9 cnde contoct with whes wes later ants.mﬁ‘az
te be &n eneny battallom dn the vicindty of Hill 861, One sqnad to the
south of Hill 861 met atiff resistance from & firmly entrenched sneny,
Two platoons to the merthwest end west of the hill were under 1ght buk
contimuous srall arms, automatlc weapons end mortar fire throughout the

day, This was In the form of haragaizz fire as opposed to an attads or
oounterattack type fire,

On 25 April light contect comifmued for the B/1f0 _lements e
the morthwest of H1ll BEl, {33 moved up from the sputh on the afternoen
of 25 April end pet heavy contact near whe crest of Hill B61 recolving
dgdertar, mnll arms end susomtle weapens fire. This contact condizuad
urtil 1900H,

At 2600500 the 3/3 CF and E/4/9 roceived approximately 200 rounds
of BZmm morbar fire: at tha same timo the EEE SANH Bage received 200 3
rounds of 82mm end T5me Bl fire, Fire on the jln'rj OF sren was dlmersed,
cauaing no casmmlties: the roonde fired st thoe Beae inpected ouwtalds
the perimeter, alsc cousing no eamnliics, Dlorente of B/1/% and Ef/3
vere sporadically mortared througheut tho day of 26 fpril: veryingg amembe
of amall arme fire were 8lsoc reccived during the stne pericd, Creter
endlyeie and vigoel elghtings confiymed that moat of the enemy ectivity
wan being directed from Eills 861 and 8318,

Un 27 April there was no elgnificont enemy contoch with Ynzine
infentry unlts as eneny positicns of Hi1l 851 wers subjectsd to intense
bombing by Marine dir throughout the Aoy, However, tweo atbtempis to ine
sert recon tesmg to gorecn the northwest svenues of mppreach fo IEE GALWE
ware mnguccesslul, At 2713SE pne CHalid wiim fhot dovn =ttemtlng to
insert reccn tesm 142 (XD 71M4s2), The holleopbor vee epprozimesely 20
fagt off the ground when the enemy opened fire with autcmatic weapong, ;
shooting down the airerafi. 3pth the Tecon feum and the hellemior orew
were succossfully extracked, Recon tosm 282, after insorilon ot (ID Fhasha),
recclved fire from esvernl dirsctioms cormemeing at 1305H, The teom
vae axtracted shortly theresffar,

HI1l 861 wen {alsn oo 28 Envil wilh no ereny resinfancs, mgh
sporsdic portor fire was caoalved dram e north tnd wen® cn thvas
pocaaicne. The coemy hed withirewn sunmstiss between the last conbech
on 26 &pril and the sesnulh on the afternoon of 28 April,

H111 £01 wae found o be well fortified with tunkers conohtrmotad
fromt bombeo, divt snd graasa, Soma of the bamiore were ag mich na eplx
fent Rhick ond wars capelble of recuivins divect ertillery hite withost
suffering Intermal danapge, dprvoxrimmtoly 25 bimkers and 82 fighting
holes were found on top of HiLl B2, all mubually supportine and very
woll comouflaged, 4 totel of B0 fighiine holes were counted on Hill
BAl and the ridges to the morth mnd west, Jofonees wers prioarily -
oriented toward the finger rumning tp the hill frem the couth, Horctar
posltions wore found on the reverse nlope (morthwest), laid in the

% " I3 ﬂ
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direction of EHE BANH Zpge, If ail the positions had been ocoupiod at
one time, Hill BELl could heve held two HVA cougenics plun mopporting arme,
The battle area was extremoly woll policed by the eneny; virtw1ly no
‘efulpment or information of intelligence velune remained, Due to the
large soount of ordnence expended m Hill 661 meny of the positione were
destroyed or buried, Tha odor of deed and dscaying bodles was strong
throughout the ares,

On 20 &pril the enemy offered reeistence to 3;"3 moving townrd
Hi11 8815, This resistence fook the form of hesvy soell arme fire fronm
forsified, comouflaged positions. Sevsrel rounds of mortar fire were
&lao racaived late in the dny. Eetween 1900 and 2000 enemy forens
eppenrad to be moving to attack jjrj'ﬂ night positlions however, ortillery
with VT furae wes brought to besr offootiveoly curtailing ony onesy plens
to attack the position,

On 30 &pril 3||"j easenlited 111 8215 ponlnat whet wez later asti-
mated to be two reinforced comenies, in woll fortifled end cemoafleged
positions, JAs the lead elements of 3;"} moved fowaxd fhe Sop of the hill,
the ahony offersd only lisht reaizt=nes, However, onoo the two leading
platoons had reached the top of $he hill they were subjecied fo o witharing
volime of small erms end evtomtic wespong fire, &8 the Morinee advenced
to geize the firet lirne of eneny pocltionsz, they were hit by cnomy mortar
fire from miltiple locations callad 9n on the ensmy'e cwm positione.

Thig fire fight continued wmtil durlmess on 30 &pril me the Marine forces
withdrew to emeovate comunliiss and call in supporiing aron covernga.
Ragults of the sngagenent were 125 XIL (0} apa 85 KIE (P).

From interviews with YMerinss the? usde the sssanlt on Hill 8818
on 30 Epril 4t wes revoenled fhat tha enemy force comsilstod of two COme
panige reinforcedsposlilonsd in well @nouflaged Tortificatlcns. Yhege
VA ware axesllent troops whosse markrershln, fire and camemflacs dlooie
pline, ond egoreasivencas was olooofe, Lgodin the emenmy used well comoue
fleged end well cons:ructed bunlkers to profect himeelf fronm svpperting
armg fire and awaited the Morines So move vp within cloae ronge bafore
engasing with full fire power. When the Merines commenced thair final
apgault, the erpemy fouszhh {rom spiasr ho'iea, trerpches, and “reen T
hia protective hmkers. The emlagmend of aniper rifies waa provelsnt,
Many Morings EIA'e were the rosult af oos well placed shot in the chest
or head, Beovernl aneny snipers wers filed in the trPece in odditiom tao
naxitun dispereion throvghoud the battlefield, making it Aiffionld for
thae Befaulting enomy troope to locats the dirsctiorn from whiich eoamsr
fire was origirciing. In geversl instances, cae encay would stioch ssmll
groopn of Marines with oomplete Moropnrd for hio own life. Genomnlly
the IV werc sclectivs in thelv torgess concentrating first upoo modiine
gurmers and radlio operators. Commandcatloma wire waa Inbker discrvared
rmonning over dhe entire position, Moos of the wall forbtified peaitions wero
om the southrast, west, snd northdes: alapes of the hill in & modifisd
revares glope defonee with mutaclly oupoorting positiora,
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Turing the two deys following the initial sgsnultzH4111 BA1E wan
subjacted to heavy owporiing erma coverssge au was the rermindar of tha
battle aress Intelligerce revealed thed zomstime around 1 Pay th= 95th
Bogiment, 385tk WVA Divisiom moved w o reliove the 18th Regtment, 325th
WVi Division in the battle arcs, Interrogation reports stated that the
18tk Reglmont hed been badly nsuled by Marins grovnd end eir forces
during the periocd 2430 4nril,

Un 2 Moy Hill BB1S was agmin esseulted end seized by 3/3 wnits with
no enemy resistence, Approximtely 200-250 protective Tomkers poaitions
were located on the objective, After four days of heavy air strilras and
8rtillery preparation i= wddition %o the fwe aonsults on 90 April and 2
May, 50 of these bmkers were still affeciive,

&e 3f3 wma attackdng 111 8815, 2/3 was attaclEing in & nr;rt'l'.qu‘;-:rrly
directdon toward Ei1l 881N, During the perind 70 Arril e 2 Mey 209 dndly
cane in eontaet with the chend whils moving feward the ohicobive, Jone
sletent with previous sctioms, the enemy allswed lasd clsrments of Fhe
advancing mits to move within mevernl meters of bz moaiticms hefaroe
conneneing fire with A heavy wollay of gmell armn and swtomotic wouenc
fire. MHarine 1imits wore then required to pub sub & mearive volumig of
fira to guin fire mperiority, then dinacpogs %o evormote copmitdsd and
eell in mpporting efma.  Vhen Marine wmits reburned te er area of pre=
vious comtact, the onemy was gome and the bottleficld goaorelly well
policeds The only eidenoe of previuvae action wers creiers Fron Mardns
artillery and air,

During early mornine darknesa on 3 May B/2/3 in noniidon o &
southern finger of Hill BBIN was attacksd by twe JVE reinforeed cormanias,
The sttack was preceded by intense moriar prenaratinn followed by a
night agsault which succeeded in peistrating s portlen of the oirmany
perimeter, Unoe the pemstrmtion wnp comtnined by Marine forces, vha coemy
reogcupled some of hiz old positlons within the pemnetratior ond waa
axpelled only eftar raveral hours of Siefouna flghtine, Bvon thm he weas

elininated only by beins killed, Hesults of the engaresent weie 137 K14
{0) and 724 EIA (P),

During 4 snd § #hy Hill 5074 wae amin sibJected to irleunse wipporting
ArmE coversge and was soiged on the efiatnomm of 5 May with modecis
resiztance, Popitions found on this 111l elosely reranbled thoge Frmd
on the other two objectives, With tha seizure of Fill B8IN, tre enawy
offensive eapability had besn effectivaly destzored b7 Yarine sromd and 5
air attack, DBoth the 18th and 95th Basiments had sufferod mevers Lossos.
During the notion Mering forses had eapimred § POV's ond severel Aovamants
which leed to the identificaticn of the snery forces enmzared.

On It M the LATS 7BI Sperind FPorces Camp wos atteched dvria
early morninge derlmers by an eatimeted two eneny compenics, leantity of
the attacking force wae mdctormined, The onery, Aresssd in shirsa snd
ghort trousers emtered the camm through the wire on the west end of the |

’ mIHUﬂing EPd's, eatoh.l charges, horemeds hend gremades, and swmll oros,
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tunker, and the sapply tmkeri, The eneny cordinusd to revege the o b
until O430H when they withdrew through cpeninga in the wire vhich th

had entered, Darage to the canp wos sxbaneive; friendly cazunlties
high,

B Turing the period 5-8 ¥ay thers was litile or mo ememy conia
Farine air confimed to strike eneny position o ihe north, west, and
northwest of Hille 8815 and 551N,

On 9 May P2/ mede contect with an exeny comany in the ﬂciﬂﬂir 1
of (XD 747%73), The contect was imusval in that the emery d3d not Tight. =7
frem prepared positime; however, tnolics remsined the sane. Jploping @ 0
sporadic eniper fire fio draw Maring unite forwerd, the enomyr opemed wp: 3
with srall arma and autonotic weapons fire mnd *rmnﬂ.cu at eloms Tomea,
Differing again from pravious actioma, the saey wlthdeow after dslivering
20 minntes of heavy fire, probably bossuno ke was not fighting from fore
tified poeitions whish econld withstond moppostine arme covelrnpge, Hamlie
of the ensagement were 25 EIL (C) ond 45 ET4 (D),

The laast nateworthy contaot ocrurred on 10 May shorbtly s an.
midnizht wWhen & recon tesm (102) Jocated to the north of Ha1l BR1E,
becane heavily engnged with an egiic=ied anemy compeny. The tean m‘ilaﬂ
in artillery and alr support; “owsver, the enszmy force wne In guch close Bad
contact that adequebe supporting arme coverase wap fiffieult, The Ensrﬁl' e
however, was combent not %n overrun the position; rather h-a DT enrqﬁ 'B:r
be sweliting helicopter exbroctiom attemhs with the intent of shl:u-::rt.l.ng i
down Encoming helicopiers, Four hellecptora were hit by ensey fires,
seversly, oo o remalt of exbrooticn attarpia, The feam wee extrecied
niddapmthercafber the ares wne thorpughly covarsd with air shrilog, rd

Darding the Intble of EHE SAWH appeoximtely 1000 mounds of ﬁg o
nertar, 60mm mortar, snd 75mm 52 fire werg directed at friendly trnm i
or instellations, H,.;e,_-. end boeby treps incidents were nesglisthle.
Crade atterpta to boohy frap fighting holss, bmiars, =nd hadlos wore
diseovered before any of the dovices were actimtbed. Gm"n.tlah.vf~ YT
cagualtics for the perded 24 Joril = I0 Moy 1967 824 KIA (0), Tus EIL
{P} L ) {I\T'H.:I_ 1 Bailiar, 1 unclazaltied detaines; contured ﬂc[':.!:‘!nmﬁl
Sj_ir.d.iviﬂuu weapome, 19 srew sarved wosmona,

Y. Mlgaipm, T8 Manleee pot 89B TR CANI cnwmiamt wrevebior s Le L KAH

B mres To attadk and demiroy enany Toroos iocated thergin, meking
maximm uee of spporting arme,

B, Conoepk of Operetisps, Initial plane enlled for the injectisn of the
3.-"3 eomrAnd group and tws companics 5.*«1:--‘.1 the battle pres tr link up wﬂ{hh
tha two heavily sngsecd platoonas of B9 4n the viclnity of H111 861,
Pollowin: ldnk uo the battolion was to conduch search and Aeetroy operie
tdoma to avbads and desiroy enesy forces in the mrea,
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TSRS,

After a determinalion was mads thet Marine forees were in cmboet
with & major enemy foroe, the macapt eailed for the enenmed imits to
dismgaees in ordar to ewmomte saztnliicon nnd fo cell in heav supporting
arog to soffes uwp the obiective area, Followire the nenbralivation and
destriuction of enemy forbified positlens in the objective area, bW
Battaliena (2/9 ana 3f3} were 1o move ot in the mtbed: -om-the three
hill masses dondnating the western and northweshorn approachen to the
IR BANH Bags - Hi11 E61 (XD gonils), 231 aags D PEE3E), snd M1
88 (ID 7yshse).

23 wen to attacsc snd seize Hill 861 with 3/3 in trace snd scuslonad
b0 the weet, Following the seisure of Hill 861, 3/3 was %o attack %o the
weet enveloping Hill BE1S while 2/3 was t0 screen this mernsuves £n the
rorth, Following the seigure of Hili 8513, 2/9 wae 4o attack B1il 2510 :
envoloping from the north and south, Upen seisnre of the thres obi-stives,
the two battelions were %o oomduct thorough pasvches of the rEEpEa 1ve
areas and be prepared to contimos the sttack aa raquired,

% Emeuation

On 20 Bpril 1967, S0P EHE SAFA possed to the operations & control of
¥he 31 Marines with the commencomant of Opevetion PRAIRIE IV, Dyg JEP
85101 A0y however, wes not dneluded ae o port of FRATRI® IV: sathor 4%
wio & ferritorial sppeodasze abtochied for cperatlennl confrol purposss
to the 310 Marinss whic:, scompying the adfnoet eres of cperatlong, waa
in the Dest positien o0 overnes ackivities there mnd to reinfores 1f tho
need arose, Frior 4o the beglvning of Operation FAIRIE IV, I GAWH
had reported direckly So the 3d Marine Mvisica: with the covmencament
of tho operation, reports wers submlbbel 4o the 34 Maripe IMrision via the
3d Hsu.rim:ﬂ.

In early October 1966, MW SANF, then a OIDG Osrp. hed Desn reinforced
by the lgt Battalion, 34 Merlias to prev-at cny possible takeover by infile
tmeting Forth Vieinamsse forces, Tha betialion remained in *asideice
until Februery when 1t dispinced for relztion to Okines, Turing the
bavtalion®s cocupsnoy of ihe FHE SAN neem of operetions, there wer: no
plemificant eontacta,

Tho bettalion wes repqlaced in reacicney by o aingle company Trun the
2d Batialion, 9th Marines, In nid Mook B/2/0 cuipomtered & neavy cotrbant
in the vicinity of Hill 861 (XD B03443) ard war reinforced br B/1f3,
Bflf? cemaducd of il BRI Mer Ui ainbaet wnils dj2fY revurne ) to FIU
Gile BEecon sightings ard patrol pontacie nt FiE SENE ramained raiatively
quictd until 24 Apr-il,

LEE S84HI Bese itgeld waz an BOOTpOE dgpreagatlon of soparess suppork
dedaclments jolzed together for the porposes of gervicing the neods of o
npllitary ingtellotion and an ares of mperaticna geparated foom the rest
of the I Dorpe arae by a1l bua sir trongportetion end an oceeslonal ROTRE
BRIDER convoy duwn Houte ¢ from J0FG Fi, Combet forces within the ares of
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cperetlons en 2% April conslotel of the rapldert deféngs company at IHE
BANH Dape = :ﬂ-flf . B GAG ':clmﬂ.w in ¥HE BATH ﬂ]]ﬂge, end o OIDG _fl:r]:'ﬂ!‘
at IAND VEI, all astride ihe northesstesouthwest axis of Route 5. Tirg
sppert was provided by F/2/12 reinforced by 2 155=m how!izers and 2 4,2
mortarg, The missiom of the units wee to deny the eneny infiltration
Into QUANE TRI Province frem the weat,

On 23 April, 2f1/9 hed two platoon-nized patrol bases operating to ,
the weat of the bese = ome to the south ond oma to the northesst of X411
B6Ls On this dete B/1/9 was given the miseion of conducting & twe plateon
‘Bwsep of & cave area in the vicinity of (XD 790463). Moving him southern
platoon arovmd to the north aleng the low growmd slirting Ei11 861 to _
the east, the Company Oommender mansuvercd his two urits 4nto nositim For

the sweep on 24 April, The fwo platoona, the lat and 33, pRased the gt
in the vieinity of (XD R10L&0).

Un the morning of 24 April & Alng morker saction with & ~i+1a ugqued fop
securlty from the 24 platdon displacad to the souihern slope of F411 BEL
(vicinity XD Bo5435) te provide additicnal fire sapmort for the mwaoo then
commencing, After the norters wers smlaced and rewdy &o firs, & Tive
man FO ficam prosssded wup the treil to the top of Hill BAL i avder &o
gein 8 favarable popitdon for cbgervetion. At 281160% the PO Sewn within
200 meteras of the sammlt was ambushed by an enemy foros of miknorn olze,
A1 tub ot member of She teanm was killed, Howing loat secilc contack
with the B0 team snd boing ewars of 2 Pive Fight to the fromt, ths =gusd
Bgcurity for the 8lum moved forward S0 invesidente the sitiction =md cams
upon the lone survivor of the anbushod ¥FO femm, Mowine Tl Swmte the zrea
of initial contect the squed =ighted but was wmable $o renerar Whe vodien
of the other four memhera of the O temu. Foosiving & heovy wolwae of
fira the squed withdrew to the frimdly morter poeitlons ene proseadod Yo
fire the morter and eall in arkillory on the aren of confech,

At the commencoment of contact the wwo swesplng plateonn which were
then in the vieinity of (XD 759442} wera ordered to swesp back to the
acuthenst aorces Hill 861 in an abbtampt o phrike the enemy fom the Temr,
kg they turned tn commeonce their ner directicn of sdvenee thay moesived
spproximately 5§ rounds of C2mo mortar five, suffering one XIa, The |
contect contimied in spormdic faehion for the Test of the afiornoom om
the #wo platoons moved wo to the $rmil in the vicinity of (XD 793455).
artillery fire wns brought to besr, and Fixed wing mnd gunshipa Were ealled
on ghebion to neatralize the controt aves, &t L640H 1 sad 3/B[1/9 called
for s medevac of their sequaliics Fror “hedr leomtion cu the trail’ af
(XD 793455 ); novever, the rirst He3+ in She Zone received fire while
ploking up two WIA'z and wes foreed fo pull out before picking wp the
reminder of the eapualiies, The two platoons pessed the night vithout
contict in the vieiniiy of their persmoctive I8 with their remaining
camualtien, seprrated by appronimtely H00 metora,

e mees i Gbe oI _rlf'.l #5 ek setesoden woo Sua Lot mosiar
Dosition from EHE SAH 1y ap attompd to apeertain wlether the Totr hodles
of the men Eilled in fhe initiel vontact could be recovered, By 1710H
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two of the four bodies had besn recovered; hewsTaw, the other two wers nob
rocovTered due to intense rifle five, Boaving odenated the Blmm sommition
a2t the forward position the company comrsnder pulled back to T 2T
with the mortar team and ggued pocurdby just prior 40 dorikmese. Cosmlties

from the firat doy wers 12 USMD ETa, 5% TSMO WIL, 2 USKS MiL; & ecxemy KIA
(0)y 100 enemy EIx (P).

Fotal artillery suprort for 20 Lpadl ccusdisted of A60 rounds of 105mm
fired in support of B lf e Air suppor: dotianled 8 sorties and consiehiad
of 6500 lbs of ordnenss delivaraed.

Intengions for 25 April wera o move 'Ell'rjlll.j ond the 33 conmand group
to EEB S8FH o conduct & bostelion (=) gpersidon with 2/1f9, Oviginelly
Ef3/3 had been achedwled to rolleve 5,1/9 of dutles at EHR SO0F om o
Bbout 29 Spril, and., ss & Jsoult, Jodson personnel from 573/3 wezs
present at EHE BANH durins {he vutbrenk of fetlon on 24 4pril. Thuas, the
trenoition for 3,1"3 roite to operukicng 1 the FHFE SANH arem sas not do
Tepragent too shrupt & chenge, Intertdons for Bi1fo to medewec sapunltics
during the morning of 25 &pril and be prapared to cmbinus the awesp toward
Hill 861 from the northwestforeel tha Yaals o pioan fur the £ol%aing dogye

On the morning of 25 &peil B/1/% caprured 1 Fi (HPL: o appesrad

Fo be lost and wanderime in semrcn of hic mit, The ostsins: was hold for
avacuntion to EHE BAWH, 5j. b1y thereelier the medevon of ougaa
attempted, &8 the fivat chouper lended in the zone, it was mat il
hail of small arms fire, The ohoppar 1ifdsl . EFf imuediate oy, Dub mod
before the Sompeny Compamdsr hag Aoborikod ond several sweounsss arbERRDi.
Thiz was the only helicoptar mbls ta get in o 3!]!’-} 28 Aorll, Thorae
efter, B/1/9 poumenecd mewement nlong “Ro buoul poukh end ssat o Hi31
BAL (XD Aoaida),

i

At 2512008 the 39 commeand £roup Bnd K;'jfj arrived ot EHE S0P by
helicopfer From THOW 8007 TAM ang weils sl by the 00 o 4hc 24 Macdmen,
Colomol JaFa TARIGA; w0 hod cracedol §-em thet mommioe.  Thae 00 of the

soq T s it P i :
Third Fattaiion, dhimd Musinagg wan Slps o ¥ERTHIL Bipcils
;

PR AR iminEy
3,)% COMGELCW0 Euvelsdln Goe#ocd Jall 005, dppricolloy S0 e sculi s 25,
Jifil,.f y which hed teen encountering sporalic emiact, was 1024 to ¢ a%lnuoe
lis southemgfern epprosch to BLll 861, Becanse of & late start ne o rosulb
of having awalted medeves during $he mornise end becmuse f the o ocasolby
of alow and carefu’ moverant dues to ¢ uerein, the carrying of sageltizgg
and sporedlic encwmy contoen which requir:d the gpeisure of sach gueceading
ridgaling, 3;’1;’9 ivecsadod o movimg cJproximetely 800 csters during the
day ond passed the nigh® wilh the iead elemenis of th: company L-ocated at
(3D 7osbis), Thoe romodinier of *he company wes plrumg out behind aliong the
trail and the lat and 34 platoors abill comined phyeleally sepecvied,

S 2oldhst | K/9¢9 received spprocmabely oL rounds of B2em mortas
firg wnile moving toward Hill 861 800 meters Ho tha south, Combtermortar
fiie wag Toowme? spd GEe GLLAY CRR. dn@emly Sy w35E e Jesd wlwaats
of Kf3/3 made cunles: with whet ai Tirst sppeared to be an eativated snemy
pletoon in well dug—in positlone 300 meters aounth of the top of Hill 881,
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The ememy wans firing mmall arss sad automatic wespons from prepared poni-
tiomg and B2em mortars from the reverse slope of the hill, Counbermorhar
and nextralizotion fires wasm umdertaken, ond the cneny mortar fire cosesd,
The cnemy howovar, held his ground smnd continued to fire on 'E,lraf‘}, bringing
movement 40 a halt, The engacoment contlnued untdl dudlc aporeximataly
1930E with /33 receiving 4 adlitionel 8zom roumds =t 19070, A revised
aptimate pleced the elze of the eneny force In contact ab one commany,

3J3 set_in for the night with the eney in olose proximity, The 34
pletoon of Ef3f3 wes located within 100 natera of the top of Hill 861;
the remminder of the compeny was 200 metera %o the south of the 34 platoon,
The commnd group wes logafad at approrimataly (XD BOS435),

During the afternoon as & resilt of the heawy contaci experionced by
B/1/9 and 33, 1t wnp decided to move snother company to KHE SANH. ¥[3f9
wag degigmated as the oompany, awd, Separbing GAMP OARROLL by helieopter,
the company arrived at EED SANT at 1000H, DPoccuse of the hour the company
pessad tha night ot KHE 54T,

. .krt.illa'.w fired £7 6 rounds 0 suppeth oFf the cparatfss sw i85 Lp0dd,
£ir flow & total of 12 sorbies, dropping 33,000 ibe of crdnenca,

Intentions for 26 April ealled for 3/3 inclwding B/1/s, to nedewc
czmmltics and to sedme HE11 861, T/1(0 wme 4o Join 39 a5 zoon as possible
aftar first light.

At 2605004 the 3/3 OF veceived epnroxinetely 200 rownds of H2um
morter firs, &6 the seme tine EHE S8¥H Bage received approximately 100
roumds of 82w mortars aad Ponm ER fire, moat of which landed oubeids the
perimeber, “omtormorter fire wes deliversd on suspected enemy mortar
positions, suppressing the lncoming fire, & flarediip with minlems waa
called on ptetion, deldvering & magslve volume of Cire on suzpociied enomy
positionz and movenent., There werp uo EMenily copmliicy 48 8 fegult of
thile actlon,

_.r".'.. oF0pE e LEFDGCEL T UriTe eumastst moveaent o ensovste oo rmmliles,
Biif9 moviny wagt & :

Tr i P L S Eil, 861 zagomrvered ouomy
resigtance fomedistely,. lnem

il lencling to Bl
¥ amll arme fire codpled with spomdic Dordar
fire muooeeded in Mmiting B/1/9%s sdwemne o o bitterly contostel msTuggle
for sach foob of terrain, A% the sans Sime 3/E/3/3 nesr the top of Hill
B61 end Ef3/3(~) just %o the sovth alao begen roceiving srall erma fire
and incoming 52mm rownds Bs the compsny ctierpied %o move ite ceonmitien

to the reor for cvecmtion. Bach $ime the movement of camuzlties wos
attempied snemy fire woe brought to beary whereupon movenent stopped ond
artlllery fire was celled in svprressing ths enemy fire, However, 28 goon
as the swcuation of cspurltieos was recommented, the enmy Tire begmn
again,

Lt 0BOOH, /50 moved ovt from HET GLUH, Tivdnus wp with the ,'ifj H

grom st 12300, Tpon sxciwel dwo pistoons wWeovs dispstched to asaiset '3/3
and £/3/3(=) 4n their sepamie emenntions of Gead end woundsd,’ £fq -j'
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wog linked mp with ot 13157 and immedistaly withdrown to the o/ nm

The pintoon of K/3/9 ordered to link vp with 3/5/3/3 experienced & greaw
denl of MFficulty in moving %o ite aseistance; tims, 3/E[3/3 was nod
drevn back to the 3/3 CF until 15008, %/1/9, which had Tinked up all
elementa during movement early on the merning of 26 hpril, sxpericnoel &
Il in the fightine st spproxinately 1200H, Modevee wnm then atietpbed;
bnt, ng the first helicopber cntorsd the IS st 1315H, enemy arall srac
end morter fire commenced, cousing the helicopter fo sbori its misalom,
A sk, Bf1f9 reported thet it hed too meny osunltics to conbinug
movement, E/3/9(-) was dispatched to casist the compeny vhich was located
in the wWeinity of (ID PoBikz), At 1800H K/3/9{-) roeched B/1/9 and
procesded to merch oub wiln thom, scdxbiag fo the soulhwest of H411 861
and srriving in the vieinisy of the 3,3 C¥ et 270500H, 33 possed the
nignt st (ZD Boshaa), :

&g 8 result of the conmtact on 25 fpril, followed by o conbinvedlion of
the heavy fighting on the morning of 25 4pxil, it wms deened advissblae
to held forces in posltion on 26 April, rather then stterpd to eeize
i1l 861 after easunlty evecuetion, Yhis wes accorplisied for the jur=
pose of neutrelizaticon of Hill 861 by ewpporting erma, Horacwer, 1t Wae
peen thai 33, ac & cemuil of Logees durlag toe baiils rhme feY, did 0N
have the strength to carry Hill 861, Division chopped 2[3; ZiCol Ba R
IRIONG, Commanding, then eonductins Opersbicn BEACCH STaE ag pert of the
SIF, to the 34 Mewrines, Pieked wp in the middle of operetiong on the
mormire of 26 April 2,{_’3 woa tranmorted by helicopter snd fized wing o
THE S00H. The lead elmments (E/2/3) areivid at 12008, &/2/3 snd the
[P grom errived nt 13208, Tio commend growp end fwo ecorpenies cormenced
novenent to the ohjective area as i4U3M Hiaf1 the third end Iaat comne
peny to be moved to EHE BUNH om 26 Apedl, nrrived at 1600E and cormenced
movement in trece of Er'rj a3 16208, £11 2[4 wwite evrived in the objectiive
aTes end set in for the night ns 21208 io the east of 3/3 (visinity
(XD B12491)). ¥/2/3 wes scheduled to arrive at IHE SANH en 27 april.

Artillery suppord for @6 Lpril comeizted of 2076 tuwimdo fired in
guppoTt of the engaged unitas, &ir wiih s total of 20 soriics dropped
58,000 Ths of osdamvce, wesulbing !n 10 EIL {P). Triendly meumliies %o
date were 37 Eflg &0 Wil & Miliy Yagiwdiles faflicted wron k=g - Ty Wera
23 EIa (G), 175 =T (8).

Intentions for 27 Aprii were prefdieated oo the winkaap of &15 5[5 mibe
gnd the secomelishnent of easualty ovmomebicl, Afber Ghe compleidoo of
this evolution, 3/3 was to move beck to T2 BAEH Bass for the ropliccement
of its battle depleted comparies. 2/3 wae uo remain o the acuib of i & 8
861 (XD Bo34l3) to aussiss in the swporting armes neutrallzation of fhe
cbjeotive aren, Air and artillery were glven the primary olesion of
neutralizing Hill 851,

411 wmits of 3/3 moved in%s closs prozimiiy shortly after first lighi;
medeves of ceoimlites wee conplatad by 270727HE. Theraafter 3;3 aomuaenced
ovarlapnd movemens Yo the HHE =il pesimeter, srxiving atb 11305, &% Iho(E
40 Marines chopped M4/ and i/3/9 4o S0P EII BATTE 4o replece I35 and
B/1f9. ¥/3/3 errived st 161, sna M/3/% errived et 17508, Opercticasl
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contrel ob both unite was ssoumed by 3/9. T/3/3 depacted st 1500H ana Bf1f9
departed at 1630H for IONG Hh by fixed wing, In odditlon Ff2/3, the remedning
copany of the 5LF, arrived ot M5 BRI and assumed the slsslon of

reserve, B/1/12, the BLF battery, arrived at 19000 and wag lsld srnd ready
to flre by 2150H,

23 reeligned itself during 27 april while apsisting in the neutrali-
gation of Eill A61 by supporting erms, 23 remained to the scuth of the
hill (XD 812532) with the compenies orientod to the west of the conn=pd
FEEOE

Twa recomnelssence ineerts wers abtiaspted on 2B April to provids gune
veillance Yo the west mnd morth of the battle mrea, The first (ID 71lisz)
wes aiot out while attempting to incevd ot 13U5E, The enemy opemcd fire
with subomatic weepona in the arre end sacoeading in shootine down 1
CHu36 remlting in 7 Wk, A1 perscmmal in the sres were gafely evomuntbed
Tha sgcand tean (XD 7U9551) wen aucoszafally inserbed et IE0H, tut extracted
two hours Ioter due to contmct end numsroua sighting in the area., 40'a
during fhe day roceived eutonatis wespons and .50 caliber fire o %he north
and west of Hill 861. These ectionz, ot minimum, indiested sneny presence
and movement to the north and sess of the chijvetive mren.

Lrtillery fired 632 rounds in oboerved nemirelization ond preporatisn
fives on Hill B61 on £7 April, By tne end of the dsy nriillery supporh
wags recorganized Into an artilleryersan with twe batteries, ome in smopord
of eoch battnlien, and & detechrent of 155 hovitmers (2) ead %27 mortaras
(3) in gemeral support, « Lir pupperd for 27 foril consisted of 135,000
lha of crdnance delivered primurily oo Jill 861. The borbz consisbed of
250 and 500 lbe mixtures along with 18,000 Tha of nepaln, Alr soacuntod
for 10 KLk (C) during the day's air sizilas,

Flana for 28 April wore centersd wpon o two boitallion atiaok comowe
trated in on aren conmndod by thras terrain feetures, 211 861 (D BOsHe3),
i1l 8818 (3D 7pa438), end Eill 881 (50 7754%8), The threc hill masses
were desigmated Objective )~3 respectively. 23 fron ita position to the
gouth of X111 8GL, was %o qeira Chjeckive L after thorough proparadicon
on 28 dpril, Thorsarter 33, hich wes o follow in Sraes of 29 furding
the attack on Objestive 1 providing blodking end reinforoing ensabllity,
wag to Wheel to the wast in an arcineg movemen® o 28 te seours tho ey
terrain hetween Objective L and 2 snd atteck and seize 0bJectiva T frono
a mrthenstern dirsciien, 23 ufter the soiurs of Objective 1 wes o
thoroaghly seorch out the ares for wiemy docoments, weapoms, and =quinment
to 8ld in ddentification of the enamy unite within the betile area, Thire
ing 3f3%s novensnt toward Objective 2, 7/3 was to sorecn to the north,
wroviding reinforcenent if nscessary. Tpon the seisure of Oblective 2 by
3/3, 2/3 wes to attack and seise Objective 3 from the esst from an assault
rositlon which was to have been ecoupied during the sareenine of fort in
sappert of 3/3's selsure of Ubjective £, 3,3, aftar i1t= pelaurs of Chjective
2, ¥Wes to roraen 20378 messult om 0h)olive 3 fror the south and soobhweot
and %o provide flige swppert end obaesvetion of the Jbioctive aren and the
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avenues of sgcess and egreas to the west, with a reinforcing mission iF
necegpary, Duration of this phase of tha operstion would be dependsnt uwpon
the enesy resistonce encountersd in thapa areas, Adr and artillery sopporh
on 28 April were to provide adequate preparation of Objective 1 prior %o
its selmure by 23, Domger range plonning ealled for equeivalent PTOpals
atim of Ubjectives 2 snd j in addition to inberdictlon of & reinforcing
or withirawing eneny fo the west and north of the bettle ares, TPQ-I0
sirikes and Arelights were reguested in conjuncticon wiih the interdiction
efforts. Hecorpaisesnoe potrol imsertions %o the north and west of the
batble area were planned o provids surveillance end fire control in these
arend,.

On 28 April aftor thorough preparation 2/3 sseeulted Objeotive 1
(D 803483) with two compnies sbremct (B and G/2/3) end secured it nt
2B1630H, with no encmy ocontact, Pobwesn 17108 emd 1840E Bf2/9 received
sporadic mortar fire on three cccasions, for a total of 19 incoming San
ond 82m rounds, suffering no cammeliies, Counfermortar fire sgppressed
the enemy fire on ssch oeceelon, 273 set in for the night with tha two
maeanlting companies remalning in the vieinity of the ablective and the
cofaiand group end the rovnining wmpeny to the south,  3/3, composed of o
command group end thres cormanies {Hfjfjnzfjff?,ﬂfjfﬁi}. ooved overland fron
the KEE SANH perineter to ccowy nlghthime positioms on the soubhwestern
flank of 2/3, with the cormand grovn and o company ot (X0 803%27) end the
remalning two companies deploazed S0 the wagk,

Hpoon tomms hed fwoe sighticrzs during the fay Both te ths west of Ube
Jeetive 1, The tergets wers ensagsd wlith ariillery, however, the efery
moved into the follage prior to the completion of the niceion so Shaot
rapults were wilmovn, 4ir striles, in sddition o the preparaticn and
nputralisation of Objeetive 1 in conjunction with artillerr, resulted in
the killing of 40 KL (€} mnd 75 KLk (P) during interdiction mlsaions %o
the north and west of Ubjcetive 1. Li¥ expended 382,700 Ihe of ordnonoe
on 28 April, including 74,250 1be of ropolm and 12 2000 Ibs honhs.
hrtillery fired 968 rounds in obhserved sissione snd 107 =oands ag Haila,
In addition two srclight strikes wora conducted in smpport of “he Operoe
tim, centered et (ED 9554¢5) and (XD 789530) te the west and nort™ of
the operatineg wreo.

Intentions for 29 dpril called for 23 to zemrch out the srec of
Upjective 1 de:troying eneny positions end to be prepared to owport 3/3.
2/3 aleo planncd to puch out patrols to the morthwest to rocommoiter
portiocns of the cowa botvoon Ubjectives 1 end 3, Plans for _'}fj wara
eantered aroand & econtimintlon of the nitack townrd Chjeciive 2, &ir end
artlllory ware to contlmuc with ftheir neutriliestion ond interdickbion
migsiona, )

&% 2908005 3/3 comnenced ths ottock towmrd ntialion Intermediata
Oy jective & logetod at (D 7E24LSY, 2 nill meen 750 mebers to the Tomihe
west of Ubjective 2, M/3/0 waa ine letiing elomen’, and at 1120H the ridut
flank becans enguged 1o & draw (2D 7P9254E) wiih eu astimted enery plotacn,
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Initinlly receiving swll arma fire from the north and weet, the mr.rhmu.‘:rr.
returned fire with =ell arme and £0mm nertara, then 4iasangaged to enll
in sipporting srma coveragze end to ewmombe coomaltiea, Enemy fire
contimiod sporndicenlly during dimemgmgenent, Hosults of the fire fight
¥hich Jagted until 1300E wered: 2 USMC KIL, 10 USMC WIL, 2 enemy ELL (G),
pud 19 enemy KI. (P),

Inying 1.1‘,1'3",1'9!,_, contnet, H,"jf} the second element in the battalion
oolwm pessed o the south of the fire fight eontinuing the sttack on
toverd the battalion objective, This movencent olliwed H/3/9 to proseoute
ite oction to the follcot while the abinel wes contlrusd, Fettalion Intor=
nedinto Objootive & was socured by M/3/3 at 1915H, As 1930H 1-1,-"3,!’3
sighted 20 ¥V on Objective 2 mowing in o western diraction merosze the top
of the hill, In addition, two ememy mortar tesns were sighted setting
up on Objective 2 and Just %o the woet of ¥/3/9%s position at (XD 780044),
Counterrortar fire wng brousht fo Doon imediately aliowing the enany to
fire only & rounds (82rm} befors being disporsed. At 2015E M/3(3 sishted
edditions] 8Ve, an eatioated corpeny, noving towerd its position, Artillery
Tire with VI fizes wes callad in on nolss and lights remulting in georeons
of pain enong the eneny, 25 s (P)a M/3/3 rermined on the intermadiatae
objective durins the nilghi with no further contect, The romeinder of 33
wes to the sast (vieinity XD 792442) within swport ond reinferccrent renge
of the lead compeny.

2,"3 encountered no contact and only one sighting durine the dey. The
search of Ubjective 1 yielded 2 ememy bodies with ID eorda, numerons itens
of enemy pquipnent, and 2 L4978 slone with the bodies of & PTeTicus iy
wrgcovered Marine Elkls, 2/3%s nighttine positions mensed from the top
of Objective 1 to the wast,

Air swpport for 29 hpril scommbed for 9 FIh (€) and 2 TIh {P) while
delivering 195,000 bz of srdnsnes inclnding 40,000 1bs of magaln and a
wizture of 250-2000 lba borhs. Artillery Tived 2040 reunda during the
dey wrinarily in myport of 4/3/6'%a morning sontact nnd ¥/3/3% evenins
contaect. Hecon hed ons elghting during e day to the northezst of Obhjechive
1; the torget wes engnged by sxtillery firs with uwedmewm resulta, ddr
recormtissEncs of the mras wee: of Ohjootivs 2 and 3 rovenled a 18y
murber of previcioly mdiseovored enemy posliisoms lncludlng 12 .50 calibar
positione, meecrupicd at tha time,

Intentiono for 30 Lril wars prodiceted o the geimre of Objective 2
by 3/3 from 4ts position on the irbermedinte obJective, Affer securin: the
cbhjectlve, 3/5 was to be preperol to consimgs the attack in o northweat
dircotion alang the ridgeline leading fron Objactive 2 (XD 778438) to
Bin B21 (XD 763443) om order, 2/3 was %o move aomany into the area
of ¥[3/9%s contact on 29 April, %o clear the area end screen the right
flenk of a pecond compony moving toward Ubjectiva Te With these alenents
adveneing, 2/3 was to attack and seize Objootive 5 and be prepared o
eontimia the attacr in & noethwest @irectlon on orésr. Lir and artillerys

Yere G0 provide nerhraldeaboe.. gl Anderdionion aoppdet,Hocon wes to be
inserted to the northwest of the bettle aves to provida anrvaillance of
pnﬂ*hlg gnully roinfurcelne ar wi hivewing porenent sa
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Un the moming of 30 &pril, shordly afier first light, 523 moved inke
the ares of M/3/59's contact or 29 Anrll, At 30050CH the coopeny encountorod
an eneny force agbirnted wi two platoone in tha vieinitr (XD 9938k8) of
the preceding dayls fire fight, The .oy eoncascd H,-’zjj with gmall =rme
and automatiec weapome, the company roturncd fire with rnll arvne and Blmm'n.
celling in ertillory s well, The coeamy ves poeltloned in Wmieras thus
it Yecome mdvieable %o disongige to oll in alr eapport, Holdine fire
superiority the cmpoany pullad back with 1ts cosmlfies, olsaring the orea
for cless air swpport, Dggulbs of the fire Cight were: 9 USHC EIA, &4
UEMG WIa (of whom 29 were modevaced), 14 anomy KIh (0), 25 onemy EI& ?P}r

B{2{3 noring on the left flawke of HfP/9 veceived several rounda of

sniper fire during the latlsr's conizcty however, the eompeny comtimaed

ite advence mnhindered to the southesn tapronches of Chjectiive 3. Tho
cotpeny apotted enemy froop movememi ot I140H end 1620H and took ths anemy
mder fire while celling in gmshins Brd mir. In conimiction with the
second sighting (E0 7MY, air strikes reevlted in 11 K1 {C), =5 KIL (B).
At 1PQOE -E,lr2,|'r3‘ (¥D 770552) peseived gnll avna fire fron (ID i)
rosoliing in 5 TS0 WIA, mmshine were called in to newtralire the onemy
and the cesunlties wera Ficceesfully exbrachted. demin =t 1027H Eizfh
roported recelvins sprradic emil arng fire fron (XD 77HS5) to tho northe
weat, Artillery was malled in bk with mrimown ramlts dus to doximoss,

A8 8 resulf of Il'r?a}'l.?f-‘! oontachs, S5, weps plenmod in Ane uwa s the A2/3
‘perlngbae (XD P78453] Asaw dn 150 fhw dhe nlght,

A% midaftornoon B2/3 roved becde Inko bhe eres of I/2/9's mornine
eontoot after thoroush crtlliery end adr preperation and procccdod %o £ladh
out the cheny, TFighting thromeh proepersd posltions fhe soopeny succoeded
in dislodging the enemy K 1ling eight in the process, Hoeults of the gkire
mizsh were 2 USHC EIL, O UEME WIL, § Boeny XIA L{!]- G-‘u'rzjn"j get in for thse
night at (D 7RoLY4s), If2f3, wiich Bed spent muck of the dar resssmising
after 1ts heavy Dorning econtact, paeeed the nipght with the battelicn CF
growp sy (XD 7924k3),

On the norning of 30 April W/3f3, prior to commencing i%s mgsanli on
Ubhjective 2, commenced o meerch of the adjecent draw in which the -nemy
troops had been mapoing on fhe preceding wicht prior %o the ersil . .=.r
seiration with 77 fume, Wnila in the arse, clemenis of the comaony loceted
5 IVA bodies and twe WL womdsd, Ona of *he enety wounded sbtetphed o
ascipe and wae Wkilledy the secomd woa ocapbured bt died laber from his
previouely inflicated wound,

Frior to “l-'rj,-'rjts senrch of the dvow X_}'gllnrf} at 0615H hed comnanoct Dovoe
nent fron ita nighttline papition 4o link w with Hllllj-llrj. e compeny linlced
up with %he resr clements of H,rlﬁrfj ot GBLEH, while the lead elemente of
H,rrj,.lrf] hed coemenced the sttack on OUbjechive & at GROCH,

At 080k MJ"I?:.G glghtied & WA oo DpJachive © sad eailed in artillary with
wnlmenn regults, By 10258 he lending plstoon of ¥4/3/3 had reached the fop
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of Objective 2 (XD 778433} cn the weabarn end, Teceiving sporadic arell arma
fire, Eringing up & second platoon the company closed on the eneny and was
hit by hesvy fire from & well dpg in mesy in hesvlly comouflaged posie
tions and by mmiper fire from Individe] riflem=mn loeshed in the trees,

The two platoons alase ressived 30 revmds of Bemr morisr fire from the south-
ern aide of the oblective. Comitermocsiar fire wna hronght to hear .0m Soe
pected meortar positicne snd gunehdps were rToguastod to 21d the wmpsged
mits in the immediate arcoc of tho cookact, In the moontime the remsining
platoon of M/3/3 and KIB,-"‘}' moved w b redpforss the unit in eontect, As
the two enpaged pletopns sitempied to rothodiemlly reddes the chemy
bunkora, the resictance a%iffened to a pesrly crerwhalming volume of fire,
A% this point 1% bocome advienbls o Jdiseresee bo elleow mopporting arms,
particvlarly air, to roduce the objechive, ATthough tho cbjestive hed been
heavily hit by supporbling sompg, many of e budiees foncingd inteot on

orly Lightly ged, thun addibicaal hesy Dombiarinont wad voniliiszrad
safentiied prinr fo contdoeddor of 4he atiooic,

Aftar the initlal engegement M3/ 9(w) kol moved Torwerd e the inbare
mediate objective, Whon the dacision ¢ digengage had beon med:, one
pEE <t et e vl PR CNR s AP RS L R R e T RS R T L e
%o Bf5/5 and B/3/9 wnich hed eiready Gewn commlited. Hoplawine of
the Melf gided by the large smomis of somo ths individus] Meriss was tims
abls to carry, 33 put out & largs coeven volume of fire to gain fire
superiority o allow the smemtion of ell the wounded from ths battlos
field mder the cover of artillory end 8lom deliversd smoke, Tlowrgegement
wed not completed wntil nightfell ond all the woimded Wars evaomabed,
The tattaliom, less the coommd sromn erd chne plafoon which remmined o
the east (ID Tozblz), met oo nishidime poettions on the fntevnediote
objective (XD 7A2L4S] from which the etiselr had hesn Iaunched That MeTT g
and medevac was completed. Final easualiy flgoses ware 47 USKC ¥IA, 100 #
USHC WIX (of whom 90 were medovacsd), 125 emamy ET& (C), B5 anery T2 (P).
Most of the friendly crrmliles were mffered by M/3/3 the <aitfally
engagel wnit. Inoediztely aftor the cctieon b MIA wors reported] howeraer,
these bodiea woern recovared nd o lateor dito along with the bofdles of dho
Imown desd which j,u'rj hd baen woable G0 Zumews frow HilL BELS the prewious
night,

During the doy artillerydliversd 1685 rounds ia suppord of the e
goged mita, Lir, flyng & fotnl of 11B surties, d=liTexad a hohal of 323,750
Iba of ordpemce in swpport of the Marinen iu conback. Olose sir supporb
aspeounted for 33 BIL (0) opd 47 I8 (P} duringe the dayis cpewaticns, 40
Lrolight wos aleo dropped 1z support of the apereticn spproxlmtely 10
Eilometers weet of Objective 4, Tne Tocecn Ingert o che northwsst of
Ubjective 3 wos attemphe) Anring tha deys Howsver, heavy aubometic wespomo
Tire om the aircreeft in the wicindty of ha propoped T proventod i%a
eomp letlion,

Plaps for 1 May envisioned 2f3 conbiruine pur hwest toward Ublechive
conpleting the clearenca ¥ % oves o '0/2f3%as vy contaet on 0 dpris
after thoroogh artillsry and oir neutrelisetion, Jo edditiorn, Bf2/3 wen
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to continue ite advence on Ubjective 3 from its forward position on the
southoastern slope. 3/3 was tuo rewcin cn the intermediste objective and
conduat o very detadled air srd artillery destruction of Objective 2 after
which the atteck wog to be contiziied on order, After the eeisure of Ubjoct=
ives 2 and 3, & careful mearch of aach 1oz $o he conducted whils Tecolss
noltering by fire to the west to atiaclk ftargeta of opportunity., In
addition to air and ertillery poeyaration and neutralization of the $wo
ramaining objectives, 20 additiomal Arelights and b0 TPG-10 tarzota wora
requasied to be hit as soon Aas pogzibls in freas where intelligemes reporta
indieated possible buildup end sdnging areas nnd Yurker complezsa,

4t 0106308 M/3/9 commoncel moveuens 4o the 3/3 € in order to e rolisved
by Ff2/3 wiich was to be helilified 3o, Lt 0645H 3/3 units on the inter=
mediate objectlive Peecived 10 ruvands of B0mm incoming —orter fire and the
command group received 20 rounda of the pwma. Countermorter firs by
artillery and ofgenie support weepons g bromgd bo beer fmmedindels,
supprosaing the cnewr flre, Thore Wore oo cugmaibiss, Yy 1035E Mf3/3 hoa
arrivod &t the 3/3 CF and the relie? by F/2/5 commenced, In addition,
the pletoc of M/53/9 providing (2 security wap moved Torwerd o 1im: wp
with the rwrednder of the company on the indemedfate objectiwve, A% 1150H
M3/3 compietad iha muvennay iy helicopver o the MUE BAMH poringter, A1
1200H F‘fﬂfﬁ had been lifted dinbo the j,l‘rj- (P landins zone completing the
rallct,

As the reserva hed to be commifsed to replaes the cogunlty depleted
H/3(3, the 0% 3MnrDiv chopped B/2/9 to the 34 Marines and the leading
elements begpn Yo srvive at 0LV, %Thy emtire company had completsd its
mevement by 1910H, In the meantime one platoon ked been taken from the
corpeny end helilift#i o Hill 861 (4D 50343} 40 prevent enemy roocemetion
of or infiltration through that objendive. 2/3 assuned opermtional conbirol
of the platoon, &t 17158 M/3/5 daparted for IOEG HA by fized wing,' Doring
this time 3/3 conducted & heavy air and artillery noutralisation ond de=
gtruction of Objective 2. Suwporting arme were called in on ememy troop
silghtings end other forzein of opportuniss oo well, 3/3 unitas, lese the
gommand wroup and Ff2/3 wiich rommined ot the OF lasatiow (XD poallia) |
remained in place for the night at (XD 7a2ihe)

At 0107USE Bf0f1 (D 782852) om the southerm elope of Objectiva 3
recelved 18-20 inuoming merter counis foom (300 Pookss) anad (ID 7é7lsl)
flong with mimll srme fire, Poumnmtormorter five wos delivercd causing
tho angmy fire to conase, Afr sirikes were colled on Lhs poosidle worber
popitions, Eesulta of the acbion were T USMD EIL, 14 USMC WIA, Plang
to move Ef2/5 on to Chjective 7 oa 1 Moy were postponed as & veselb of
thin acticn and further novimulisation of i objachive was plaunsd,

On 2 Moy G/2/9 pullud tuck from ite ndglt positicn o allow suppoPbing
arms covernge of two previously deslgnesed battalion intermediate objectives
L0 jective 1 XD 7A0449 nnd Objective 2 ¥ PE7USY, Setusen Regimental
Chjentive L ond 3, At 1100H 22/3 moynd beck inic she aren commancing
the attaclk, Br 1200H 623 lai ascurad Bakialion interredinte Objective .
moving on to the second objective whlch wos seoured at 1300H, both lg:l.th g
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somtact, In the second inismmedinte objoctive the compeny located an
extenslve bunker complex which it wearchad, loeating several items of encmy
equprnent and ssgorted anmmiticr, Gf2{3 omaolidated for the night in
the vicinity of Battalion Intermedinte Ohjenbive 2, while the othor units

.0f the bettalion remained i positiona ocompied on the precsding night,

During the day both btattalions requssbed and recaived thair R
momnted 1W0bmn rocoilless rifies to be used in the redustion of enemy tanlkers
ond fortifications by direct fira. On I May 1845 rounds of 105zm end 135om
armnmition were expended in suppori- of the twy battalionn for the noatols
isation and destroetion of the sepernts ebjestives. Doring the somg dap
166 gortiss were flown in suppert of the operation delivering 650,000 1bo
of erdmence, including 130 2000 Ib: hoaobs &0 dingus the destrction of
enemy protective bunlers, During the momine of 1 ¥ay 2/3 roceived tha
predominance of air deliversd ordnsros e Objuetive 2. In the aftorncsn
cloge air support was shiffed 4o Ubizc tdve 2 where the anomy hed withobood
praceding supportirz arms destructice with clezeis tommaity, Thrac hesTyr
eir attacks uneovared pdditionsl bunlrers and faroed approximataly o plotoon
te leave toslr pregpared pozitions in flight, Thess trvcps in the cpen
were emgagol by alr and by ena'l evas snd wevkar ien from /3% ponitioas
ciL ilia Intermodiate objostive, Aiiftiomal sir strices alse dnbeyvid ohad
the sscape rontes, DOlose adr smgport strikoes resulted 4n 1440 enaay EIA
(c), inclnding one etrike to the Weal of Lhe battls arss which produced
81 EIi (B). AN gchoduled racen Ingeris were canselled G B0 priorvity
holicopter employment i mppors: of ihe cperating tattalicna.

Intontions for the followine day called for both battplions, after
extensive alr and artdlllary jreporaiion e widh the prapondarence of aiy
=mpport to 3/3 - to saizme their respective ohisctives. Therenfter, rouben
of egscnpae Were to be denied oy fire while hoth oo jectives wara thorotehis
senrched, Im eddition, the fmportonce of the provicasly requested Lrolighs
etrlles were reaffirmed; whils 5 GFU gi=dlmas o suspected cncoy tooon Oore
centrotions to the northwest of the Boitls oees wers resuestad.

On the norning of 2 Hay Fia/3 movad 1w 4o 3/3%: fntermediate ohjechire
(D 782605} to support the etteck on Jbjaciive 2. A% 0211207, after a
finel heavy preparstlon, M and %f3/9 lsauched She asssult on Objective 2

TTOM3E) from {ho intermodiate cbhjocbive, s 12800 the londing cloments
refched the objecidive, samoring it at Z420H wish no contact, AF:ir tho
seizure of the objactive. the ares wme thoroighly searchad ropaliing in
the dipoovery of the Marine bodizs Lleft oo the hill ag % remilt of the
batile on 30 fpril, Only one ememy wos ddpcovered et Gny, 4k 1oopH
the (¥ grow was Lifted fram its preavicouns location to tha top of Objectiva
2 = H111 8318 = o link up with K and B/5/0. At 1815H o £/3/9 platoon in
the process of clanrings ona of tho sapt g fingera on the oojective
encountered snipar fire and sell aeme five, 4ol lery and 106 Bits wers
brought to bemr suppressing tha cnsny fire, &a doomess wea approaching,

the unit pulled back to the nighi defeneive pos. 20 with the intontion
of clearing the aren on the £ twing doy. ALY 3,7 uzits, except Ffzf3
which r=mained on the fnberr. ?isue gudective, ruusellisted wightidue posd-

tionz on Objective 2,
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At 0210050 G/2/3 end Bf2/3, fren doparnte pesitiona, commenced their
movemant towerd Objective 3 oftor honvy preopovation (over 1400 rounds of
artillery prep for 6/2/3 ulme), A4 ViSsH B/2/7, bavine advenced up the
nerrow ridgeline which sppreachod Objective 5 fuom the northensl, recelved
sm Ll arems end sutosatiic weepona fire st (XD 7PES60), As the actlon oo
tinued ememy fire increased snd th ¥ F1iled back tg cell in artillery,
Under the pover of the edjuarted aytiliery fira, the tolpany movel bhooe *
Into the mecte of nction 4o recover its caswlbies, Whlls noving forwerd
tha pary recelved additlonal nuiomabic weopena and sporedic SPmm maptar
fire. Ueomntermortar fire wam cellod in ouppressing tha smemy Tire, EHosulta
of tho fire fight were 6 IEND ET4, 7 UMD WIL, 2 enguy BIa (O} 5 enemy
ELi ':P:'," howevrer, initinily four indd—Liuals were roported MIA, thelr todise
being recovered at & Ilntor doto,

During .the durntion of #/2/3%: mzneament, 3/ 23, which Eod noved foe
ward during the morning 1nic & pomitiom foon which o HapnRGl s "-"1_1"2_."_-] darin
the efternocm, received pporndis SPnm movbey fire ot ths sooe time ag &/z2/3.
The ineoming was auppressed in comjunotion with The eouEnGericshor Tire
delivercd in support of G/2/3. Durineg the sene pe-iol Ef2/3 which had
admnoed almeet te tha top of Ubjectare = . H211 BSITE m reg.ived heavy
ardper fire from the norihwest, 'Che cuoiny returnzd fire with smell Arvms
end armrde support wespons, While the contact wma taking plaes in theoo
agparate locations, o hesvy rein sguall took Place from 1500H to 1645EH
with winds gusting w 4o 40 wph and oy s henvy ag to gbzeure vislon
completely, Teldng all these factors fnvo viasideration, 1% wag dagned
advisabls to pull the 2/3 forwmsd urite beok 40 more defengive terrain for
the nisht,

#riillery support for 2 May reaphad it beak fur the cparation as
2193 rounds wera fired in spnorh of tha two battnlions either in pregaratlon
er Ba e result of conbect with the enemy, ALir Fport wma agaln heavwy with
D& sorties deliverinme 415 000 ing of rdnsoes, I addliion, 3 frolishks
strilos wara dropped 4o the wosl of i Leattie ares in rgpert 0f the opera-
tlon,

Intentlons for 3 May called ior 2/3. After detalisd poaparation oF the
Shjectlve, to0 maccult and seize 1%, 3/2 wms to suppor: 23 dumdng dtp
aasault, Foth betwalions were fo thoong "y wenrch shedr objectiva ~TELE,
deatroying all eneny poaliions., In addi Find, Efter tha ssisure of Dhisative
Js both battalicns were fo condueh petroles firon thelr positions to focermine
in wideh direction the anemy wen moving, kerind Ohzerver sirveillancs was
plammed as wall, to efismge Lareets do the west and {o eazint irn tha dotope
mination of eesy novement and plang,

L5 030415E B/z/3 (i a5 bagan receiving emall orma firs oem Shreo
shdea ond Gimm mortar fire, followen e well fianned, well led ground
attacc by an egtimaicd compeny slse wndt. The ool Btbasr sorcosded in
penetrating the company perdimsver fron the ookl co om result of the inmdid=d
contact, countermorier fire v wderhaie, amd Flceeied in ailencing tha
enemy mortars, 4r6illery convinued to firg in gappe s of the engeeel wnd
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whils & flareship, gunahipe, &n &0, and fixed wing ware eslled on stetiom
to conduct edr strikes, 33 olas provided flre support with 106 FRYg, ;
After o period of bitter fishting the ponciraticn was conbnineld and means
were soughb to eliminate it. &% 030700H T/2/3, under the contzol of 3/9.
wia chopped beolk to 2}'3, hawing begn in the best pezition to pupport the
ongpited compeny, MIting in one platoon of 2/2/3, 23 sought to countere
attack the penetration., The platoon from F,I"'El.l'j commteratiacked Lhe Do
fration at the point where it had cut through the perimster 4o restors
the linesd, H_;"E,Irj- movad northwast to cut off the penetration from the recr
betwaen the position held snd Hi11 831N, Az a result of the 123 comnber=
attaclk the enemy ponetration wes sealod, The enonmy, however, had reocompied
goma old tunkers in the aron which had not yet been desireyed and fousht
tengeionely to the ond, mmploying sobomstic weapeng and band grenades wlth
dendly effect. Ho woll emplaced wes tho onemy that indtlsl attempie to
dogtroy hia positions were unmocsanful, though heavy mpporting arms five
had been browght o bear, Durine o suaship ntrike in the ards, the GO of
B/2/4, who bad mowed forward to porooanily dirced tho sérilos, was wounded
B& & resuly of hin oloss proximiby to ihe oir sirikes. He was evacumbed
and his Bxecubive Uffloer took commends The lssb resisiencs polnbo were
reduced by the ayetemmilc eeliuve of each geparate bunker br Hf2/3 cozanibing
the north and rear of the penetzaticn, The sehilon floelly ferninated ab
031500H, Hesults were 27 USMO ®TA, 84 USMC WIL, 137 enemy ETa (), 124
enemy EIL (B). In adtition, 3 IW (HVA) were soptured ailong with varlous
Wespons, sssorted ammnitior, and miacgllonooug itema of emuipmeht, E,I";
ponsod the night with thros compemisn in tlehs verimeter defense Cof2/30),
Gf2/3, H[2/3) on the southern side of Cbjestive 3 exd ¥f2f3 (=) % 3/3%
intermediets objectlve, The @& group ramined in ite previous location,
altheugh the 00 and Sa3 papsed the nisht iz the forwerd position, Duwving
the nisht 2/2/3 received 2 grensde peobes rooulidings in no friendly copuslie
tica; the following morbing § enesy bodies vere found az & repult of the
small arma fire and grénndes returned by the company.

In addition to szpperiing 23 with 105m IR firs waich resulied in 5
KIi {P) ana dispereed eremy troope moving into the ares from the southweat,
3f3 alan thoroughly ecerched mt ito ob inetive, securing the ecestern f£inger
from which smiper firs had beon ressived on the preceding A=y, &A11 ,'!,‘rfl
undte (K and M/3/3) posesd the night cn Ohdhctdve 2. Dordng the nioat
Efﬂf? rocoived & roimds of Sfnm mortos fima ns obolssil,  Conntormertar ;
firs was roturned imediately; howatvar, the enemy fire hoed alreandy ceneola.

drtillery fired 969 rounde in swpporb of the cperatiom during the day
and 352 rounds that night ss B&I's ap Ghe forward slemeniz of 23 drow up
Into tight company perimeters sarrounded by barbed wire, rip flaves, end
Bloymore mines, 4ir support delivered 374,500 Ihe of crdnsnce repuliing in
3 ememy Elis In edditlon, four Arelighte wore droprod 1o suppori of the
operation to the nerth ond west of fhe batvtle a-w,

Plans for 4 May were coentervl on /3% oot o @ prepemtion of Tbjectl
it A < % prd :
3, employling “mneke eyss” and crualn for olosa o cupoort end heaviar alr
dalvered ordpanc: farther cm top of fhe ol [s2risc and 4ts roaios of

agcess and agrass to the north and wewt, After 5 Asavty preparation
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the battalion wnp to attack end soize Ubjective 3, then conduct s careful
getrcl of the area with particular emphbeais on the routes of enemy withdrewsl
to the north and west, 3,3 was t0 continue to eupport 29 by fire and
obgarvation and on order be propared to contimie the attack %o seocura

_the western porticn of Objective 3. In odlition, 3/3 was to conduct loeal
patrole to the west,; contlnuing wiith the search of Thiective 2, Alr mnd
artillery in edddtion to prepamadicn of 2/3% objeot ve, were to emmge
targets to the west and nozth undes the contrel of 3?:-] and AO0 aireraft

to Inferdict the eremy escepo vouabaa,

&b oholasH TARG VEI Specinl Forces Cerm (XD 79536€0) came under groumd
abtack by en estimeted eneny compeny reinforeed, iritielly it wae thought
t0 have heen preceded by a mortar attack of some 200 romda, however, ine
veatigation of the aree om the following doy revenled thet the ecxplopione
wara the result of enemy serper miits glenring lsnos through the bazboed .
wire and mine fislds on the wost and of tha perdmster. Oweo ths groond
attock had entored the perimstor throush the peretration et the west ond,
the miding mit prodecded to sysbemtbically destroy +he wital ingials

ticne within the compemd,- 4,e, the communicatlons center, the commnd
tumies =, the ammuniilon budker, #nd to elimdvaite the oy personnel, inchdins
the UBSF 00 and X0. The cnemy, wenring camoufleged shirta sad rollsd up
trousara (for identifieation purposes), oiployed demoliiion snd satchal
charges, HPGYa, and mell ™1 charsen emploged &s hend grepadss, sa well

Az ma 1l o Winm gt PMiane Ama Lr pgrase

I ) if uhe il waa avidenne of
& wall plarmed, well led, weoll exscuied miitack, the orgsnlsstion of which

mist have been besed wpon extensive Imowledze of the intarlor of tha coms

pound,

Initlal requests for fire swport by 3B SOH wore made shout O330%H;
howsver, the reguesting imdividunl was the Conmmmications Ohief, as the
00 apnd &0 had elready been killed, and he sdked for countermortar £ire to
the south and west of NG VEL DHiffienity waz encorrtered in attempting
to get oven & zencrnl fix o £ farsel from the Bargeant who hed no mp
available to him or no knowledze of pre-planned concentraticne, In ede
ditim, he hed the only rodio thet wes cperntiomal prd froguemtly chansed
chennals te talle fo two patrola in the field, Artillery wne fired initially
o cme grid equeara to the south end oma to the Wesk:when 1t booame ovident
that the Sergesns wap uwneble to shift fires, praplained closs in dsfensive
conoehtratione were fired. Tnifial Firirg cosmenced at 03502 and the
ghift: to pre-plenned concentrations wera mads abont O400H and continued
mntil 0490E when B cemme five wnsn resvested,

L4t the time of the inisial reguest for countermortnr Tire, Lt wao
novn thet a patrol from LANG VEL wog sboud 2000 meters wess of bhe camp,
Thig kmewledgs plan the fost the LAEE VEL wna etbapbing $o contect and
mova its pateole, dictated exbroue comtdeon In 7 snobserved nissicn to
tha west,.

Ihping the period after s dndtdel request pilor co the first fire
wigaion, witempts were mads to commuanieste wily Id%¢ VEI §n order to derobs
wing which of the preplemned concentzotions would best help the camp;
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howsrer, the comcentration list hed been destroyed almg with the commend
buker anl the Commmications Chiel was not in 2 position to cbearve axy
of #he fires, When it becoume apparent that this wae the cope,preplamed
consentrationes were fired in the creas reguested withoib obpervaticn or
adfustment, 4s a result of the eormunientiong diffienlty, whish fimally
had fo be resolved by eployirz a nenyhy 500 1mis to relay, there wes
never & really clen» picture of what was heppening, nor were the locobilcoma
or aiotna of friendly itrocps in the oren ever lmowm,

4t the time of the initial report of ecmboet, s flareship wae dlverted
end was on stotion et approximately 0340H, ¥HE Z0H Base wos put on alsrd
and & relief unit place? on pteandor alort to move vio track be LG VEI.
Twa gimehips were lsumehod and woro over tho arca at OU2SE,
Tized wing srxd e ninlgun pirczefi wore roquestod end were dvarhead by 09253,
ALl eireroft delivered mmrport to the belesfuored camp, Hesults of he
attack werq 2 UHL ¥ThA, 2 Uik WIA; 2o CIDF RIA, 34 CIDF WIs, 359 CIDZ MIA;
7 enamy EIL (€], 5 anemy EIL (P). 411 the woimded ond kliled were eveome

" ated by Marine holicopter to EED SVWE shorily after Tirst lieght,

3;3 paesed the doy senrching cut Objective £ and dlgcoverims jumercua
enery poaltiome in the procesa, TFatrols sighied ensmy trocon on two
copnaiong, teloing them under fire with ertillery snd 108 IRYs and killing
b {F) in tha procesa, 2/3 erimted ita comeniea for the finel essaull
en Objoetive 3, One woundsd ¥WA, looated in ome of the bumkers in the
aren, wes found by B7/7 dnotae g0 carate st ankivitien, Ths day prasad
in Pinel propezetivn of the objectlve arcn. &% 1530H F/z/3 snd Efzf3
commenced 8 finel megeoult om Objective 33 however, movenant wee alow and
opthiodicel and only the southern edzs of the objective was cecured by nighte
full, B/2/3 end F/2/3 noved iato finnl sttork positions for the folloving
dny, 9/2{5 and Ef2/3 remmined to the sosi of the oh jootive,

In addition to the dayfs tactical movements, ©/1/26 wes moved by fized
wing from FHU BAT in responss bo a roguest for edditi-zal troops to
atrengthen the reserve ond io provide seowrity for an cotdllery dlgnloces
oenb, The eorpoeny carleted ite movem i by 1610E,

Ariillery support for & Moy dalivered 1761 rownda in cugport o TANG
and zg preparation fires on OUbjective 3. In adfition me A=alizht
wes dramped in support of the opers¥lon, covarinz an ares to the nozthwosd

of tho battls area, 4 rocon tepm Wes inserie’ ta the soidliesst of KEOE
S0H 4o provide survelllance in that ares with copheeic on Astermining
if the encmy wes missing troops In the area for an attsck aomewhsre almg
the sasgtern side of the LARG VELYHE ELFH pxia,

Intemtions for the following dny wero prelisated upen the eompleto
seigure of Objective 3 by 2/3. After ito goimurs o thorongh menzoh of the
hill corplex wes to e conducted. 33 wms fo cslmae supportines 23 by

fire and ohservation, while potrollings 4o tho < - =nd pouthwest of ita
ochjective, Un 5 May o detachuomt of dkheoa $.5 wovbors wng to be heldllis .o
to ohicotive 2 o provide el £ive sugport +0 “ie wseb and north,
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fa/12 and the detachment of twn 155mm howitzers were to be moved 4o o
forward artillery position to exbend the range of ertillsry support further
weah In aid of planned patrols ernd fotura cperetions. ﬂll'll)rEE: was dogip-
natad %o provide escurity for the ertillery, In addition ground momted
106 fEly fron 4 sompany 24 A7 Battnlion were to be heliliThed ko Hill
Be1 (XD Bo3443) o provide direct fire mmport for the platoon of Bf2/o
Iocated in a defensive position theras,

At 050E50H Fll"2,"13 commanced tho finsl attaclk oo objective 3 encounter Ingo
sporedic resistence from chemy lossted in burlcor pooitions, The cowbact
inorenaed in volums oz the ememy Yiony L4more fire to benr, The copony
then disengeged to oell in olose oir mopport which eliminated tha enomr
rogintonee, HResults of the gcontoct were 5§ UBMO WILT, 3 enemy KIA [B).

Lgein ot 1310H Ff2/4 commcnzed the attock on Objssbive 3 with Ef2f3
ampporiing by fire, G}"?.;"j elso comenoed an asgault fron the espt elons
the northwest runnineg ridgeline to envelopa Objective 3 from the north,

At 100H Tf2{3 recedviad 1lght sutomatlo wespong and sniper fire from She
northwest plde of the objectlve, Tlre wno rotumnad with emell erns and
oTgemic empport weapons, Hegults of the briof oncounter were 2 UG WIA,

3 enemy KA (). At VASE objsotive 3 wes secured, &1l four cempunios dhen
mvad 1 to the objectlve end set in for Hhe night io eeparote company
perimeters covering the warioms spprosches to the objectiva,

},frﬁ. in addition o supporiiss ©fy by fire and chasrvesiod, conduchod
petrols from ite privery poeitiom on Uhjectirme 2, The patrols locetod
peverel cnemy peosltiicae In the ares, which thay sesrched - capturing
sasorted ouemy asmonition  and dostroying himkors. 2,."'3 2les Tfound paioroug
itons of anamy cquipment, ceeorted ammmition, and eeveral weapons during
ita finnl agsault and initial sesrch of Ubjective 3.

At 1200 0/1/26 chopoed 1o 33 for centrol purposes 1n confimeticn
with the #/2/12 fisplacemont forward . T/2/12 and the v 15576 were lndd
end ready to fire in thedr forwnwd fire mpport poszdition st 1620H, In
addition, the three &%,2% nortors were tmensported by helicopter to Hi11
8818 and were lald within the 3/3 parinetor and ready 4o fire by 13730H,
Thopo two disgplocomonds of fored incronded fire powos and support weogse to
tho forwerd infeusry baitaliona,

At 20508 (XD 777458) onad Pz o (3D 9735990 rocodved & totel of 02
incominzg 82mm morter romnds obout eguelly disvdded betwoén the two companleos,
Eighte wore pighted to the northwest in comfuncilon with the nttads, =nd
artiligry ond 4,2" comtermortar firs wop brooght o bear on the sumpeched
enemy poeltlons, cauelng the incoming to censa, & leter search of the
aren from which the fire cripineted revealed 3 eveny EXs LC) end 60 enemy
¥ih {P) ps 8 remudt of dirsct bits on the eneir o tar poelilons, Meriue
eamunlties from the etteck were 1 EIA angd § WE

Air eppors achlieved & vy sizs first on the oovoane of 5 Moy when 68
al gichted o lons WU wawip. o flog and Indlees i leairs to purrendes,
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4 helicopter wme dlspetched immedistely and picked up the rellier ayprone
imtely 750 moters east of OUbjective 3, Upom initlzl interrogatiom the
mllier lndicated that there were several obher individvals from hie

Upit in the ares vho deaired to mlly, AU«10 Fgy¥er sireraft was dispatched
te ihe ares to broadesst the standewrd assortment of CHIET BOI tapes plus

one special appeal made by the mallier to hls comrodas, Poatrols were die=
petehed to the area but no contach wes made with the other HVA,

4 totel of 133 rownds of arkillery in obeerved ond vnobserved wissiore
wersa fired on 5 May, snd 340 rovnds wers fired ag H8I%:, In sdditfon to
bringing in one rallier, =ir support dalivered & totel af 296,500 1he of
ordnance in neutralizstion and dnterdiction abrilss, remlbting in 3 enemy
LKL (P)e Two Arclisht sirikes wers dropned to the west of the battle area
in smpport of the oparation on 5 May,

Intentiona for & Mey ealled for 29 %o complsts a detailled asarch of
ite objective; while both tattalions were to eomduet platoon size eombat
patrols %o & miniemm renge of 1000 motors with particelor arphegdis on
covering the area to the weet of tha twe objactives, Patzols wovs ta am—
ploy recon by fire with eir ond artdllorr doring their covemunt. 4A0%
wore fo conduct o eimiliz= fype room by fire further to the west of the
ab Jectivas,

Lttempte wors elso o be made o loserh Fecoomaisssooe patrols do the
wealt to provide added sarveillspes of koo aren,

Both beattelicns pessed the day of & May without ineldent, Yumerous
voeltlons wore loceted ond pearched, Derge quantities of capiured ediipe
mont, smimition, and several weoapons were the rosult, The only combnod
of the day was & recon sighting morthecst of Ubjective 3, Bine HiA wora
spotted moving scuth and en artlllery mizaion wer called In, resulting in
5 ETa (0)y and 4 KTA (P). Artillary fired 463 romde In recon by fira
mipsicns during the day end 532 vomds wore Tived as B27%n thet night,
Air mgport was limited to 82 sorties faz the doy with 277,500 Iha of
ordnance delivered in the cperating oses, end two Arolisits were Arapped
in mpport of the opereticna. In addifiom, o Peccn fean ves inesrb-4 5000
moters west of Objesliive 2 4o provid:s scuwvelllance of possible encry moVes
mant or bulldup fo the west of fhe hatile aven,

Planriirg for 7 May emplosisan the eamc ootivitles aa for the preceding
deye The two battnlions passed the day withoub fnoidsst mneovering and
destroying emeny positicns and capiardas o pieable smomt of sguipmend.
ammmition, drmmenta, end severnl wemponag  Forly dn bhe morning ca
recelved antometic weapona fire from a ridegeline to the west of Ubjoctiva
3. Alr ptrikes enlled in o the mron sccovnteod 7o 9 enemy ik {Piln adr
espport aacounted for snothor b KIS (P) ag o m.-107 of simship amd Flzsd
wing strlkop in suppors or o rocon exbroction. o-idllery fived 467
romnds doring the dey snd 842 wounds eq B8I%5 o bel of B0 serties
daldvored 129,000 lbe of ordr.cioe for the deg® &0 moport, 4 Soal of
four Arelights to the zortk st of Qujective 7 ~o. " copped dn spposh o

f*ha Dpcf%tiun.
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The enly changs in intentions for 8 May was the extension of patrol
Updts to the weat ondesi  additicandl patrol from FHE SANH Bage to the
soibthcast with helicopber cul:iscbicn plenned &b $he end of the patrzol.
roube, Astivities on B May wire without incldemt, ey the mumber of Ty
Dosidacny loecadel Gluiiletel o 0 DedGEh b GO COTEINSE oF tha it
rolling avesa, Only 12 sories for o dolzl of H6.000 11s of ordrence were
conducheds Dwo Arelijlbs were ércpped o bthe neribwest, £ total of N0
ortillery rounds were fired during the dsy and 870 wers firved ag HAIl,
during the nisht, p

Intensions for 9 Moy saw the batislicns’ ployned potral setivities
extendod Iurther west, Alpo, plans Wers made to insert two recon patrols
to the west and north of the DRttle Bres o detornine the extont, if
any, of enemy sctivity, btuildm, and movement din the aren, A Joint
engineer/artillery recommaissance waa plammed for 9 Moy to debermine
the fenalbility of displacing criillery o the west eithar overl=md or
by hellcopter in the event sdditiomel range wes required,

Fotrol activities contimied without incident during the mornine of
g Moy, 4t 0913072 Ff2/3 vhile pat=olling to the west of Objective 3
(vicinity XD 747473} peoc.ved Light eniper fire from the wast, FPurguing
the econtioct the lead elenents pushed forwerd only to be et point blank
by o heewyr fusilade of auboimtle wespons fire and morter fire accommoniad
by grevades from sn estizated ememy cormpany, The heavy volmme of fire
eontinued for eypprozimiely 20 miwites sderenpon the oneiy begen B0 withe
draw when artlllery five was brough® te bear on the coemy snd pansnips
and fixed wing were called oo siatlon 4o condaot air asrikes, In eddition
Bf2{3's compeny sized patrol was divericd to render momport, Setbing w
its 60=m mortars on the high sround at (3D 750463) with cne squad as
mecurd vy, the company moved tio flapk the enemy poaitiem, To provias
additlennl fire smport, 2 8l moriors =ad 2 106 BR's were 13463 by
halleopter 4o the (0mm positdon with & platoon of 9023 to pravida
gacurity, The Battalion Commander amd 3-3 of the batialicn weze alao
halilifted forward o effect bebtber direction pnd coore saticn of %ha
angnged wnite, By the Yimely ressins -7 infenty and sugoorting arms the
onengr's orgenized withdrewel wag turnsd dnto £light, Memnits of the cnenges
ment were 24 USMC XIL, 19 UBMC VIA, 25 srouy KIA (C), 45 enemy K14 [P}, The
m Jorlty of the Marine eaguslties, imeluding the weunding of ¥/2/3'4 C0,,
ooourred during the heavy voluma of poind bleak fire delivered during the
firgt fow monente of the sncountes,

In a reloted ancounter the fire smpport pozition VXI 750063) veseived
emall arma fire from an edjiccent hill WHi11 803 XD PRalsl), The sqund
Trem B/2/3 which hod Pemnined with the compEn Yt f mortare was Adlspedchol %o
aliminate the souree of Tire, Bupported by Slms rnd 106mm ddrest firve,
the souad sucseeded in Jefliing € ¥VE (0) ana avi- wit off vhe reoalnder,

Thin day'e condnet diffored from the pagh it the enemy did nob
fight from prepared positionz mor @14 Re pemcsn .0 Flohh afbor the
initisl owchavge of fire, ares in whick 78, [ 's npawy conteoh oo
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eontained Iarge amounts of new T8I gear and rice, In eddition, 203 frosh

greves were found in the sres, Opending of eight sroves revesmled WVAYg
who had been buried ot this wite within the pmet 72 hours,

&4 the beruipati-w of ihe dap's zotdor, 2% wna intendec to holiiifh
the involved unitis beck to thelr resgpective 08 logatlomn; however, bed
weether sweph over the erep as the initiel pheege of the tToop ULt oo
menoced, Comoequently, E and Ff2f3 drew up iwke o night defenaive poaition
in tha vieinity of the fire support position (KD 7504530, and the remsining
two eospanies on Objeetive 3 redistributed thedr emesetp fo better mover
the cbjective with their reduced forces,

Artillery support for the day incressed to 740 rowmda ae & result of
the eonthct and rir support &lao increamed to 71 sorties deliverine & Sotal
of 212,000 1bs of ordnemee, Two recon petrols were inserted during the

morning to the west &nd morth of the betile arsz, rnd onme recon petrol wems
exiractad,

Fnddnsn of the enginesr/nriillery reconmadisennce ratrol indicated thab
i% wonld require a minimm of five dsys to plenesr a rosd eapable of oope
poriing the displacemont of & hetbery fuorther west. The requirvemont to
digplace a battery by heliaopter would ¥ acoseite an nddisicoel T5=1000
helilifta a day to maintain an adagete epply of ammuniticn on position,

Intentions for 10 May cantarsd orovmd a detsiled eearch of the pre-
ezding dayle aresn of contmet by 27, COcherwise, patrol activitien would
remain the eeme, In anticipotion of e poseidle contimustion of the operoe
tiom, plans were made to replace 3/3'e comonles (K and M[5/9) with fredh
wits (I and Lf3/3), & BOUSH RIDER from DOT3 Hi was schednled for 10 iy
to agcomplich part of thip ehift, A4 plabtoon ewesp of Houte 9 cost Lo the
bridge located st (ID 913403) wes planned by 329 for 10 May in oonjunction
with o platoon aweep from Co LU 4o the some position, The two urnits would
rerain at the bridge overnight wider the opoeon of the O IU mita and refum
fo thelr respeetive OP's on 11 Moy clenrim: the road o the ROUSH RIIER,

&t 1000078 the Tecon team PEEEAFITR {142)y insertcod on 9 My, meds
contaot with an esbimated compeny of eccmy,  This contost continuve | undil
alnogt noon when the feam woa Tinally cxiracted, while EHE SANH provided
artillery and adr support. The omly ertiliccy capehls of providing suppord
were the 155mm howitzers which fired during the pericds when air was nob
on stetion, Gumehips, & flare ship, “Bpocke, and fizsd wing were movambled
to ronder supporit. The ememy aould easily howe overron $he pevern mom besm,
howavar, they choee not to 4o 8o, probably in hopes of sooobing down any
helicopter ettemptintg extraction, Two attencte were made %0 extroot the
team during tha nicht and coe atiemnt in the eoarly marning: all threa
attampta ware unmucecesefs]l dua to heewy ground - =, Lt 11SE s fourth

axbrection attempt wes made, &iter boming ir ..o ores with {ixed wing and
pmahin coverage, tha waptsrn aide of the beo nansd % the point of
moaximm inteneity of the ni suppors, Two zuoo. . providing covering fico
then lod in ome "elick® &b M othe opemdng 5 Trze Tha "alick® 4k
set down, auldely pleked wp ihe three sarvivei:, o ke original fcam o
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Be¥en anpd returned to EHE S4NO. 43r gtrikes were then called in to eote
umte the antire A¥es in which the teom hed rode contact, Hamlbg of the
actlon; 4 USMD XKIR, 3 USMD Wik, of the Faeon Penm, 7 enemy KIA (3), 20 EIL
(), one pilot killed, one pilot seriously wounded, 5 crew msmbors it
wounds, Four helicopizce were it = 21l able 4o return to FEAE SATH.

4y 100920H the other recon tesm inserted on § Moy reported sighting
Fhalo WA epproaching dte position, This tean wme extracted withouk
complication apd aiv and artillery wes c2lled cm the WTA with urimown Tee
pults, Other then the recon contects, the dey paseed vithout incident.
The only slenificant event was thet 2/3 coptured & lane AVA whn wendered
intoe tha G/2/3 perimeter.

Intantions for 1L May centered around the declelon tn reploce the two
battalions of the 3d Marines with one batbtnlion of the 25th Hardinecs end 4o
turn over the srem of cpemtions to the 26th Marines, 23 wae %o chop the
vlatoon of B/2/9 on Hill 861 to 3/3 st 07000 nnd move boclk to IHE SLE hy
helicopter and overlond march, FI.I'E)IIE wig algs 4o dieplace becl: to KEE S.lH,
and E?lfﬂﬁ was to ooomy one of tho company positions wacted by 273 on
Cbjective 3, Twn corpenies and s commnd growms of 128 were to nrriva by
plone, snd two conpanies W) of 27 wars to depart by the eawme trangportation
to resmbari zp the BLF, [The ROUEE BINNR originslly schedulsd to brine uwp e
replacemant company for 3/3 wes now datedled to move BJ1[12 tuck to DONG
He instond,

The platecn of Bf2/ s on H111 861 wma chopped to 3/3 as 110700E, Fjzf1z
cupleted ite displaceasnt by 111100H, T and F/2/3 were moved By helicopter
%o XD GENIL st 1135H; the lest elanenss of the Dettelion arrived by Tud.s
at L613H, The first elaments of 126 begn aviivins ot 1100H end thy roe
melnder of the two companies end the OF grow arrived at 1325H, The ROUGHE
RIDER from DUWG Hi errived at 1250H and deperied with B/1/12 at 14208, A4
1410E B snd F/2(3 departed for DOWG He by fixad wing, Cf/1/26 waa in posi-
ticm of Hill BSLN by 1%00H, A1 uwolts arciving opped o C0, 31 Morines:
allwnits departing chiopred to the 3¢ Marine Divinion, <% 185CH and E-ih
helicopber creshed in the vicinity or Hill 881 ap o rernly of & down wind
telke off, Nome of the crow or possenzsse were dniwmsu, end ll wers safely
extrocted; however, the downei sircrafi necsssitated €124 bavin io provide
soonrliy wmbil 1t eould be extracied o the following dey,

Intentions for 12 Hagr Avwnlved $he movonent of the resminder of Ellrj to
DOHE TA by fixed wing and the arrival of the rersdinder ci 1/26, ond the lend
elementa of the Z4th Morines, Plong aloe oolled for 303 to mamms control
of &f1/26 end to reorient its posture in preparation for a move bock to KEE
Ba¥il on 13 Magr, 1/26 wms te spoimic contrel of E/2/ol-) snd recponnibility
for base dofonen. The dwmed Huh wes fo e oot bed on 12 May,

&t 1210008 Af1/26 completed holilift to H:. .8 mpa chapoed to 3/3.
Tring tho same $ima H,J‘Bfﬁ' moTsd from HiF1 AHED . pomition €00 mebera
north (XD RRLly), At 12008 55 aaoumal cont = .“i_u'ralfrﬁ'{-} BT reEpom
uibiltdy for bocs defanse, Vel B/1f26 & . - Toad elements o the o

Varines aTrived ot KHE SA38L LAt 14450 the rerciuis: <lements of 2.3 dege wEed

; - s d
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for DOME HA by fized wing, chopping to the 33 Mapine Division. During the
afterncon Gf1/26(-) moved from Hill 8817 % Hill 851 linlking m: with tha
platoon of Ef2/0 which hed ccomied thes hill asince 1 Moy, At 1815H the
dovnod He3h wnn cxbracted by o CH53, and the remainine pletoon of 61 26
moved to the Ef3/9 position for the nigd,

4t 17305 EHE BAIH reeeived notifiestion thet nll Marine OIBEVs were
grounded becpuse of o suspected structirel Aeflclmmcy, Az & resuld, inden~
tions for 13 May which had heen prediented wmon the use of MEVs hed 42 ha
aliereds 3/3 Wae to move overlend from Hill 8815 with ¥/3/9, /30 ena tha
Dlatoon of G?I}'I?.E to Hill 861, leawing AJL/26 om the objootive, Upon areival
nt Hill 861 3/3 wae to detech the ﬂ,,l""l?ﬁé platoon end attoch the Bf2/9 platom.
The bettalion was then to nove on te FED SATH, leaving ﬂfleé‘u en Hi11l B&1,
Both 1/26 corpenies were tn chop back to 1/26 won the departore of 33 from
thelr Teziective positions, Upem nirivel ot KHE S0H, $he Ef2/9 platom
wag o return to ite peront orgonisation; the company then waa §9 he Sromnse
portsd to DOBE Bb by fixed wing. 32 wes to move back io 1t THON S0H 1iM
popition by o BOUCH BTTER $5 be rom oud from DOME Hia dn the morning, ,é.flf'lﬂ
wipg to arrive by fined wing., In addition, the Finnl elememts of the HQ
265k Moarines werc $o arrive and Teliows the 3d Marines of responaibility
for the HE BATH pren of aperationa,

&b 130700H 33 deperted H411 8819, chopping 41726 1o 1f26, &t 0930
(3 had chopped the platoor af G/1/24 tack to ite parent orgenizetion and
moved on toward M EF wiih the ploveon of Bf2/9 frog Hill 851, chopping
G'1/z5 to if26 in the proceas. 3;'3 errived b IHE SAWH at 1130H and chopped
the plataon of Bf2/9 back to ive parent orgapizatlcn. 4 10820 the FOUGE
RITER arrived from DINE HAL: 1315H 3/3 departed ¥i8 BEWH £or THOM SOF 5
with ¥ and ¥/3/9 movings on to CAMP CERROIL, &% thecH the lend elem: it:
of &f1f13 arrived ot TR SINH hy fived wine and et VUKD the lesd olementn
of Bf2f9 Aeperted for I0EE Ji 17 the snee airorsft,

At 131500H Colonel J. J. BADIEY: Commondirge Officer 24%ih Marihcs relieved
Colomel Jo Pu IARIGAN. Commanding Of#izes, 39 h ~ines oo 20F Thizd MepDie/
I11 MAF Rep/HHE SAMH, thus ternimsise tho Thisd Merinoe "utily of TEN
LI

.G:Iﬂm. Tha 40 4ka fact thnt thad}-ﬂi_-.t'iile Fow THE SRNH concernaed o
direct confrontetion between US Foreas ond the Boeth Vietnamese demy, Civil
iffnirs activitics ware not conducted oa o pord of the sctual operation ond
are therefore not nentiomed,

i o TPoyohologienl Opopetiong wers direched predone
insnbry fownrd one terget cudience, the emac , Tardng {hs goursa of the
operabion Cmli? mircrafh dropped propesends Is000- 0 with the Shemas of CHIED
HOI, ¥R Mordskip, Froe World nrmed mproncgy. -0 the inevitebility of WV
denfont, Specinl drops wers mads followlng = . . oldshe, After Bha o
ronder of the rallicr on 5 Moy, sncolal offou. Tads o inducs addle
tlonad ralliers within the @ - -ilo nres, UWald 0 -caf’ with gpetitsr hroe
saah capabdlity were Aispo i to “he bettis v hrcedonst sgeorbed
bapod mespnger b0 the renaly emphagising the 3osto ity ol defens ant Lo
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cpportunitiss offared by the OOLSU JMOI program, Included among thesae
tapas wes & Epecisl messars recordsd by fhe rellier to membera of his
own unit. Theze tepes were played for a period of two houre om two SR~
mte dayse. In maditleon to the wirveraft breadensts POTERble spenkel Lehmn
ware provided by the SLF ot employed Yo mids browdengto for z;’j in the

vieinity of Di11 BB1H, The twy tenms wers employed from £-11 Moy and brofde
capt deily for & period of 1-2 hours,

Bear the comglusion of the bettle an effort was elec mede to inform
the efivilion populatiom in the aren of the vickory cver the Horth Vietnamesse
foroon. Fogtars were ]Jri'nuv?“i and wWera distritmited to the people
Matriet Beadguartera in EOID EANH snd the Speecial Forces bamp at LaHG VET
proglaiming the defeat of the Horth Vi ietnanase Lvmy b the Fres World forces
&d ancther example of tha insvitable defent of the Jatiomnnl Tiberstion Fromt,

Tremy attitndes as displayed by the Tlerosmess of *he bittls Indlcated
& Well=trained, well=led cnemy capebie of fighitine o niltohed battle on
almaet any terms, Digrinline eppesred to be excellsnt pertlcolerly when
under the close sipervisisn of smell wnit lesders. Priszomar sxd rallier
isterrogntion, however, determined a smell fl&w in oerale amore the loWed
renlts ag & result of the seperation fron home aund family and the hardships
involved in oconmbokt, This mey hews boeon me mopae than the emaotion Telt of
all goldiers fightir; oway from home and suifering the normal hardshipa by
wer, but wes more likely = wenlmess which con be explodfed 17 followsed m
by o cmcerted peycho’ngics) waprfara poogren conbanunily barping tmon _ul:'.h
fhemes &8 hordship, faally ._q-]_,.-:_tu‘:_.;.-“ wad the ipcvitobility of defens,

Uhe attitudc of the oivilien popvlation remained passive throaghot
the cperation, The deniveness of the vistory should sob ag visible w-sof
to thest of the Free World promise %o protect them from Comsuniat ) jeophs
at sgression and subversicn.

0, dazhilis
2y Us Be Lopoez
(1] Totnl coenaltles; 168 KLi, 443 WIL, 2 MIL

{2} The breskiloum DI frd ‘rl,r'll'j' cnpielties 4g ghown in tha cslams

telow, The left hond column ’Lua.t»aﬂ tlmna camm 1t iea suffercd Ly 24 B,
3d Morines3d In, 3 Marinee 1..;14|:a£,I _ﬁ e Blorg. Ths richt hand golum
intieates thras -asmitices miTored C;-. 1ot Ba, Oin '-'uu'nna?ﬂther mita
inolved in the wperation,

ArE  EIL WIa “ia ik

24 Ape n.l"':" CI,"I(} (] .'.?llr{:'

25 0/l o/8 / i/o

26 o7 0,37 280

27 oo 0,/ A oo

28 nfo 2o : 07 (Ran )

] af 3 -.
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ZLTR EIn NIL EIy HIA

29 0/z o/ 10 0o /o

30 12/43 56 109 /o /o

:- 340 F‘l '..: :' :"r::f "5 v '-’

3 2rfo aifo oo 0o

h 1o 120 o/2(U=s) p/z(USST)
k] 1/o 1o oo o,/o

& 0o zf1 oo o/o

7 ofo 0o oo 0o

B o/ 1o oo ofo

5 24 fo 19,0 o/1(C48) oo

o oo 0,0 0% (Recon)0 /3{ Racon )
11 ofc oo 0/0 0/0

12 oo o0 oo ojo

13 ofo oo 0o oo

TOTAT, Thi63  217/158 2l fo Lef1a

2 MIh suffored by 3(3 on 25 dpril

. (2} Gombet equitment losses sasbeincd durineg the Battle of XEE
CANH.

(al Mo Folisonters ware lianed = one exbracted, one degtmoyed,

(v} B[1/9 lost 1 ANPHC-25 radio, b M.16 rifles, and nasarbed
THE semry

) EI-J"EI- “rdts lost or hed deatroyed 1 Ial‘-',l"PH:-z_'S radic, 4%
Melé rifles, and nesorted 702 rear,

by Mnemy losses inflicted during the Batwle of KHE SAMH.

(1) Totel cammlties inflict.as G2k EL. (C), 553 WIA (P), & BW
(WV4)s 1 Eeturnee

(2} The wresicdown of enemny cominliien inflicted 1n shown 14 the
cohmme below, The lefd band eolum indizales those enmislsies Inflieted

by 24 Bn, 3d Marines/3d En, 34 Movines units, less 3/1/0. The riahs hand
goltmn dndicates those eooenlticn dnfilolisd by ALe /o B, 1ab Bn, oth
Harines and other unita involwed in the operabion,

D4TR G EIn (v, e (G} Im (p)

o o /o t"’g ¢ = (31f5) D/fén (8/1fe}
25 oo 0o g7 ofo .
26 a/b 0/o {7/1f9) 10f62 (Bf1/e:
27 oo oo o/0

28 2/o oo 75 /e

29 ofz 0 20

g 23125 oo b
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DATE EIs () XIs (P) . k1 (e) KIa (P )
1 May o/1 o/k koo ~ 0/o
2 o;o "~ ofo 0 o;o N
2/0 0 ofo
13» 137/ 1“?'/2» 2?5(01333 o/s(cima)
5 . 5[0 2/9 ofo 3/o
é L6 1 60/0 5/0 kfo
7 1/0 0/o 0/0 13/0
8 1/0 0/o 0/o o/o
9 31/0 15 fo nfo 5/0
10 0/o ofo , 7/o 2l fo
11 ofo 0/0 o/o 2/o
12 0/o 0/o o/o o/o
13 o/fo o/o o/o ofo
TOTAL - 208/143 250/143 252 /27 185 /167

In addition, 2/3 discovered 203 enemy ~roves . J May acdin: 203 ELa (C) and
subtracting 203 KIA (P).

2/2 captured five prisoners during the operation: 3 on 3 Hoy, 1 on b
Moy, and 1 on 10 May, 3B/L/9 ceptured 1 prisonsr on 25 April, &Air support
sighted and picked wp 1 Beturnee on 5 May,

Ce Ga})turerl Enemy Equipnent/Matorisl during Dettle for KHE SANE
(1) Wespons

AKl7 w L2
Machinegur.s = 10
Shiper Bi:iles = 10
Carbines = 21
60omm Mortar - 6
82mm Mortar = 7

(2) Veapons Accessories

RR Casings {Chinese Markir::) = 11
Firinz Table - 1
Rocket Teuncher carrying case = 1
Fuses for 82mm =~ 3
Canisters for 82mm rds = &
75mn BR canisters e 86
Barrel for Machinezun e 5
Rocket laurcher s BPG's w 3
Anti-aircraft sights e 8
60mm mortar tutbe e 1
Drum mepazine - 23
Magazine = 25
Magazine = 39
AEL7 Magansr 7
, IMC Barrel « .
‘ , Mortar charges -~ 3 cang

36 Ve
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(3)

(&

(5}

BZmn Horber tuhe - 1
Bage ploten = 3
BIFODS (Ar>s) - 2

iiming Civelas — 1
Demelitiona

Booty traps = 2

T — 5 1bs

Lond mines =« &

Chiecm blasting cope = L5
Call = 8 Tbe

Claymore nines - 3
Chicom fuzan = 12
Flactric detormator devies = 1
Powler = 1 kag

IH-13 frog mina — 1

B2nm fugea - &

Amminition

Chicom gremedes — 205

Unlnosm type assorted amo - 4350 rds
7«62 Chilcom eowmy = 2730 wia
Mortar rd- Sin; « 118 ris

Rocket wi’a propallant el e -
Eniper rifle ros = 937 g

Blmm morter rds — 13 ode
Homemsde o onodes = 1

AT rds - ' rdg

LTy vz = 107 riz

50 ealiber amro = 7 boxag

7o67 thicam anmo = 4500 »ilg
Bockets -~ 10

T5mm Bilg w 5 wdy

Bme rde = 2 Tda

Gag grensdo - 1

Eﬂmﬂ- Aganprtal docrmenss Wwere dizcoverad
Boftle for WHE SAWH,

momey, upag, end pergonnl lethors,

(&)

Faod

Rice = 200 1bg
Splt = 2 bags
Peanutg = 1 bag

throuzhout the
fese dogyments imelndad; newspapers/nedoe
lettors, propegendn lenilets, nobebooles, Jlarics. HUL ID gards,
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{7) Clothinz. Araorted articles of clothing were discoversd
throughoat the Bxtile for THE S82NH. This olothing ineluded;
green Utilities, Mhalel uniforma, jungle hets, bruosh hats,
temnis shows, civilian clothing, cnd black polamas.

(8) Mediond Eypniien

Voter purificeticn toovlata (French) = unimewn number
Mpdical pills = wmpimown nmuwher

Salve = unlmown

Hemdngos = wlmown nuxher

Gyringes = £5

Stretchers = 1

Bettles Jressings = wriououm

Mad pack = 1

(9) Communiention Equipment

Blegirical wire = 150 faeb

" Hpdio antennos = 1
Commmications Wire « 1 rpll
Telephones = 1

(1) Weh Geox
Bua magka -~ &
Cantecns « 6%
E Topla - &9
Shelter halves = 17
Ponchos - 23
Cartrid;: nelts = 5
Ploka = 24
Blanketa = 13
H{ll‘.’ﬂ.E‘tB - 9
Paclcs = 30

Plaptic covera — 22
Eapmeoks = 7

Poneche ldngra - 8
Sewing kite - 1
dmmo poudhes - &
Canteen ecovaerz — %
Bonoapn tyoe rogaminod — &
Ariry bells -— 21
Grensde pouches -~ 8
Hyversncls = 20
Huckeacks = 3
Dawboo centewne - 2
Kosguito nebs = 2
Enives = 1

f ':’11:' Mizpellimnas:

Eolt entterpg = 1

L
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Enifa with shooth - 1
Bice corrying bogs - 1
Cooldny pota = 2
PBogkhete = 3

Inrpe suncna = 2

Inrge cooling contoinerm - 1
Drinking oups - 2
Save - M

Flashlights - &
Whistlos = 4

Bice bowle - 20
Hirrorg = 1

Mochottan = 2

HShovels = 17

Hommocles = 19

Plastic EC!.{._'_'H - 10
Bprlap Bogg = B
Handtes = 1

Hinoculnr coee ~ 1
Erapliing hookp —- 7
S111c perachaha {'C-""I'IB:-'-J-]' ]

d, dreza were senerally searchad or &0%: provided sarvelllance efisT
artillery and close adr sapport migaiong, Tha senrches were not salwmys
conducted dmedintely aftzr lhe elr abrikes or art’ llery miasions due to
derleness or continadn; orsporefion Lired, 40 gupveliillsnce wea nobt abls o
provide & complete nzeosmnent of texgai damogs i avery ocmoe dus to Jmending
ﬂftr}meaﬂ, poor vielbillity, or heavy Tolissa,

11, Adrpinstmtive Mot oo

o, Admlnistretive plons lssusd by the poreorate battelions olone with
gildence from Hegimont proved adeguate Jn heriogs adoiy strebive moiters
o 83 . ogourrlng basls, Adninetrotive Sraffic foor She vo 2 veg hendled by

the reor achelona of the involwved und 5.

by Cosualtles wers !'rested in the [ield vhen sppropriate; otherwisee,
they were evmounte? to BUY S8IF for 4rioge snd on to parpenent focilities
to the rear, The empeditious treatmant and pwmeuntion of wornded coonsle
ties hring the coerzilon vasz s Aatermwindns facter in the regovery and
roturn to duky of Deny individmls and 8 definite asset o the ©izhiding
epirit and moraie of the troope, Kany of the WIL were “ight ond while
initlaily evacmied ware returned fo doty within 72 hoors,

(1) 431 2/3 Wii'y wars eveeusted to 4. ‘7 PRINOETON for trecte

mente ALL cther WI's wera evonneted olther o~ ° 2 i, FAT BAI, or D4
HLHG.

(2] -9-_11 1":-"-’5_ Wara il ly procesp . crovele roglansdd -
Jotactment ot 3B SHH ar© v Shen twanspor’ . i B for foodner

3 4 32 e




procesfing, in scme cmpes for ideptification, and for further evammbion,

excapt that those bodies definitely Idmbified ms 2/3 EIL¥s were evecusted
from IHE 8ATHE {0 the USS FRINCETON,

¢, Josdatics, Ioglstie plonning ot THD BAFH was originally prodie
cbed wpon Mminteining durm levels for the muport of ooe infantry het-
talion end ome artillery battery in additiom 4o mipuﬁfhase peraonnal,
Llong with the repid froop budldep en ottendent incTeese In the onehand
dump levwal stetus Was necessary. This wie socomplished by additionsl
eargo lifte from DA MAWG o the EER SATH L8A which wes responzibls for the
logiatle mmport of cporctions in the EE S0H aren,

d, Buply

Tha supply ayaten wtilized during this cperatlon wos one in common
prectice throughoat Bouth Vietnam, Thet of the units in the field submite
ting dlrectly to the supporting Lei.Ts Durins the initial pheses of the
cperation LeS.U. persomnel kandled the resupply. Shora Farty Flatoon
ettoched to ELT EJI"j sprrived on 2 May 1967 and at cnee took over the
Tending Zome and Dnd«T. parsonnel ceturmed to their privery mlssloos

During the opersfion the only ghortoges walch exisSed were IndtiaTy
in ths aress of individusl clothing sach e medium utilitiga, skivies,
and wespons clesaing gaar, This shoriage wes eliminatsd within 48 howra,
Yo other shortages exieted 2od all reguests wers vob by the LB

Unite in the field hod MOI roticra mpplenzated daily with fresh
fruite, cammed juices, and sundyy pecka,

Cowbot leads, rmunitisn and wespens consisted of stenderd T/E
Marine Corps eguipment. Heplacement itens were mot immedintely avwellahle
and shorfages did oxist in oress much 88 copmmicetiong, primrily radiod
end hand sets. Thig woee ovarcoma by losal edjusbments pending arrivel
of reEplacement itema.

en Maipt

Opdnepes ond efeoreanie meistenones woes 8 minor troblam, L Salls
nd repoir perscmmel, howsver, df4 not meintein sufficiont spore pits
Yo support such & lerge sond pro-cnged operatlon.

Spnme wespons and radiog were repoired end returnsl to the wniits In
the ficlis

. AT P
411 repapply wee moved by helicopter -, fhe Tesults were oufstanding
The only problems encountered ware the heat ond o 5itude of the ares of )
operation. This 1imited the oo’ of gear £~ sl be moved mnd theredy

inereasclt the mumber of ".olls 2%ar londs relvi:oo Tor regpupply,.
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ga Matienl Prmeuntdon, Treatmand, and Bmlvetion

Durdng the course of the cpercbion an intersediate trestmant
gtotion wae set W oon the air atrip =% IEE 80 by a detachment from A
Mad ot PHU BAT, Thip 2id station provided intermedlate lsvel trectmant
between The corpemen in the Field and the permonent medical feellities to
the rear, Cogualties were cremated £o0 £his facdlity from the fiegld by
heliocopbor. Eweountion wos sn expeditions es pessivle, 1irited cnly by
Inspcure lendihs fones on ccomaion,

In nddition to hostils ackion ocnmmliies, the predominent momher
of nopsnostlls coeusdtics which wos amndl in smber coccurred frem henh
exhaustion ceused by the hoot and wobrome pmerbion in sitwdions wiers
resmply of water wes not alweyz lmmedisteoly forfheoming beceuss of the
tacticel elituntion. In mosh cises thone men wers svmemted Tron the field
at firet opportimity, treosted in the ald sbation ob KHE BAFT, and returnsd
to duty,

Ay medicel treatment reguired beyond the cepebilities of She
eld atatlon at MHE S2HH was furnishod by the permanent medicsl foeiliziasg
%o ths ¥etr, Transporistiion was accorplished eivher by helicopter or fized
wing ond wag furnishel in most coses within & hour after resedpt of the
ceeualiy from the figld,

e Communicasiong
(1) BEaais
(e} Torml radie eireuity veve eutntlishad

(v} Betrenemiseion and manmal madio reley sitos wers asbobe
Mshal for vaing unite atop FL11 950 Fuad o the norvth of KTE S4HE ama
minteined during the mbtire operaiion,

(e} The radic eot #5PRTEE sontimaed to be the boelbone of
the comminication system, providing hish quality modulation with good
range capahility.

(2) Badds = Halow/ims

(a} Wire lines wora laid within the KEE SAMH Base And yroe
vided rapid and efficlent sevvies with & minimm of diffieulty.

(1} Fadle—Foloy provided o problem during operation due %o
the Vmited amomt of equipment $o support en cperaticn of such size, 153
possassed threo MIG-62": tor commmicotion with CAMP CARTOLL, DONE
Hiy and PAU Bal, Mis reguirsd o realisment 4o i-sreage telophone draffic
required with the Divisicn Compend Bome wmon comtonl of the overation was
shifted dlrectly to Divisim vies thromss 30 Morin.aa at CAMP CAREDTL, Whils
the commmications wos crowded 16 d1d no~ maferianiiv affact the operatlom

al -
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il I ity -
and at ne tine wes commmications with hisher or lower wnits out,

':_‘j:l In gorerel, all cememinicotions facilitiana wara initinlly
limited by the rapid troop bulldup, but rapid mopplementation by Miviedm
- augmenged by the SLF allevinted meek of the provolens within & minicum
amount of timg,

1z, Egn - Lachrdqune Bploved, There wore really no
gpeclel equipment ond/or techmigues used, Due teo the volume af =ir vaod

and the prefomlnant use of Alrborna Comirellers it was copontial thet front
lines be vividly marksd st all $iman, S40%ticanl nie ponols wers provided
8o that on the order of one cut of four me hed an sle panel, Whils moving
theso were affixzed fo the pndk of o mop In esch flre besr. Dhay were
digplayed on the ground when the unit weut inte o fixed nositiin for the
night or marked their lines for the coudust of heavy ~ir strikes of Bng
duretiom,

13« Sompondarls Anglvaia

2, Onoe the snemy wes fized thlg was & conventional infantryr attnalk
agadnat o well fredned, hishly dscislined, wall damein grcay foros, The
profectilve tunleers, of which thera were mny, vers corvered by layers of
logs alternated with layers of dirt sverasing & foob in thickness, Tmase
biunkers wourld withatand artillery ond up o 500 lbs booos, TFor the mosd
part the lwlkers wore loca%ad 20 4o 50 fest into very denss Juela, This
meant thet first it was necessavy to empleoy sir fo otrln away the follege
end trees fn order evem fo lscate the budcers snd than ko attack the Tanlere,
The ptripping wes best arcemplished by the vee of hoohs and by uoing 1mile
tlple attacks salvoing the Joades end nethndieallr moringe sorogs & Bill op
Tidge covering i1 in as mich desall cu poanibie, Hawim uped initisily
espingt the denze follage woes of Lltble -=lod since 4t buraed on tep of
the folinge, Tho covar must he elen=ed sy befors pppart ng eimn 2Pe
effactive ngminst the positicns encommiered,

be &ir Liaison and Forward &ir Caontrollers whils Ipfroquantly wbls
to peroomally contral afr strikes wers an comtimmenn padic contoot with the
4irbome Controllers and directed end coniTolled %5 n grent extent the
coVaroge of em objective, The mirborne esmbrollers were invelusble in
tha etrikes; asacssing dumazn =ud providing intellizence to the Zaslmant
end Battalion., The dsbrief of thcoo personnsl after their Tlights end the
brisfing prior ta their flishte co the srce to be attacked wag of %he uwtmost
importance. Hawing the same percormel duy effer day greatly szhanced this
phage of the operation,

oy Evon though the terrnin ig hIghly rogtrictive, 1t iz absslntely
ogdentlol thet aguads, plovcons rod coarsnies alike deploy on the widest
popaitle front that the terroin pemalta.  Tou mest keve the masimmm fire
power W forwerd vhen the cneny ls met, 4 sipgle colwm will be ab an
immgdisdo dissdvmntoge when it meete tho oemy end suboeduent deplojment
will moeb with very little sucenss wntil fire mperiority is geined, The
Terrain {::El:t alwnys be very corefully Tead dn erder to advence scross it
! with thefwidest formaticn possible,
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de It 18 eesentinl that whem combat putrels or recommaigssnce in force
alewents are sent out on the proond that mors then one be employed and that
parallel routes be selected prefersbly within 200 neters but not more then
00 meters seperating thon., This gives the copability of providing mtml
gupport from a flank ag opposed to reinfeorcing from behind o by meoang of
helicopter,

¢. Tha M16 proved ite great walie in wWalght of the weapon =nd the
wedght of the ampunition, The amount of apounition that can be carried is
nearly deuble that of the Mi4, This proved to be & very imporient factar
on the imitial attack on Objective 2 (#3111 £818), The Compeny Commendsr
of Mf3f3 etoted he would hove been omb of smmmition at the most critical
time of the sttack if his company hed hoen armed with the Ml

£ The 166mm MR rifls weo Inbroducwd Indo the cperabion shortly after
the sclrors of Objestive 1 and proved {c be en excellent mupport weepon.
It cowld be used while air eirikes and hulicopier lifte vers in progresse
The two bottelions on mmerous cccesionz wers in & position to miuelly
support one another wlth the 166 IR, The=a weapons were displaced frem
ridgeline te ridgeline by helieopter snd were nsed extensively with oube
gtonding: remlte, Daring vhe night eténde ea /202, 3/3 doliversd cloneein
protoctive fires from HLL1 8813 throoghout the sttack ard gow oble $o bring
tho fire %o within o hundred purdo or less of the perinctor, Over & lin-
dred rounds were fired durfos thin cbenck &0d oo o oF 9 decidins
foctora in winning this £,

£« While not & lseson learaed, bud sn old coe Brooght o mind, da
Ologe Air Bwport, The Close L1r Smpors was the mops Boourate and devie
stating that I have observed in thoae wara., This is concorred in by tha
Bottallon Commandera of 23 =ui 3/5, 4% “ines 3t war o@lied in less theh
500 meters from the front lines with excoilens tarpet coverage end desh e
tion. Weather proved to be a problem aboue B5 percent of tn: tims, Vige
ibilidy at times wes too low for any awpport but more often wms 1500 feob
or lees clearence zhove the objective. &ir smport during thiz period
could not attack terpets with heevy ordnones such ga 750 1bs bcabe and
shove, bircraft corrying sneleyes ond nspalum, however, could be used.
The westher had to be watched closely aud the Wing advised o 4o tha ord-
nanes $o enrry. On infwequent cccesions circraft would arrive in the aren
crd hava fo be diverted or retuornsd Jus &0 codnamce leoad and westher

conditionsa, e
£ r
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