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FORTHCOMING TITLES



The Mud and the Mirth 
Marine Cartoonists in World War I
 
Cord Scott 
paperback | 6 x 9 | 184 est. pp.

About the Book

Visual arts constitute a significant portion of the 
Marines’ life, from training manuals to public ap-
pearances. Illustrations may inform, educate, or 
entertain the masses, be they civilians or military 
personnel. The Mud and the Mirth takes a deeper 
look at comic illustrations from the earliest pub-
lications for the Marine Corps—the Recruiters 
Bulletin, the Marines Magazine, and the Marines 
Bulletin—prior to World War I, as well as presents 
the entire collection of Stars and Stripes cartoons 
illustrated by Marine cartoonist Abian A. Wallgren.

Also of Interest



The Race with No Finish Line
Assessing the Strategy of Regional Great Power Competition
Martin Skold

paperback | 6 x 9 | 336 est. pp.

About the Book

The Race with No Finish Line offers a framework for 
understanding the strategies of states engaged in 
competition for regional hegemony. Drawing on a 
variety of strategic literature, this book synthesizes 
a theoretical approach to analyzing the strategies of 
these states. Employing insights drawn from busi-
ness strategy, the author argues for an essentially 
asymmetric understanding of fundamental policy 
goals for states engaged in competition for control 
of a region of the globe, with one state attempting 
to maintain a dominant position and another at-
tempting, by focusing limited resources, to supplant 
it. This competition is understood metaphorically— 
based on an anecdote from the end of the Cold 
War—as a “race with no finish line,” with the reigning 
hegemon attempting to extend the race beyond the 
challenger’s endurance and the challenger attempt-
ing to create a finish line and cross it. This book lays 
the groundwork not only for more rigorous inquiry 
into the strategic decision-making of states in past 
competitive scenarios but also for analysis of cur-
rent competitions for influence and control in nu-
merous regions.

Also of Interest



Boot and Suits
Historical Cases and Contemporary Lessons in Military 
Diplomacy
Edited by  
Ambassador Philip Kosnett (Ret)

Foreword by  
General Kenneth F. McKenzie (Ret) 
 
paperback | 6 x 9 | 224 est. pp.

About the Book

Boots and Suits: Historical Cases and Contempo-
rary Lessons in Military Diplomacy is a contributed 
volume of case studies that examine how different 
nation-states use military diplomacy to advance 
their interests. Exploring both contemporary and 
historical examples, Boots and Suits explores U.S. 
military diplomacy from a variety of perspectives 
and in different eras, Russian military diplomacy, 
including its use in foreign policy arenas, as well 
as European military diplomacy regarding the 
current Ukrainian crisis in Eastern Europe. Other 
chapters discuss Iran and China’s approaches to 
military diplomacy, with a concluding section on 
lessons from practitioners. 

Also of Interest



From Hegemony to Competition 
Marine Perspectives  
on Expeditionary Advanced Basing Operations
Edited by  
Matthew R. Slater, PhD

paperback | 6 x 9 | 224 est. pp.

About the Book

The end of the Cold War in 1991 brought the United 
States more than two decades of global leadership 
and prosperity. Neorealist international relations 
theory correctly predicted that hegemony, 
although the most stable power arrangement, 
is doomed to deteriorate as rising competitors 
band together to challenge the existing world 
order. As the United States pivots from hegemony 
to competition, the Department of Defense is 
adjusting its capabilities to confront the Chinese 
Communist Party and the Russian oligarchy. 
The U.S. Marine Corps may be considered at the 
forefront of the rapidly changing force structure. 
These changes will not rely on the acquisition of 
new weapons systems for success. Instead, the 
capacity of Marines to accommodate new ways of 
thinking, norming chaotic processes, and adapt to 
dynamic operational environments will determine 
their outcome. This volume provides a window 
into how current and future Marine leaders will 
grapple with this historic challenge.

Also of Interest



Leveraging Wargaming 
Building the Professional Military Education Pipeline 

Edited by  
Sebastian Bae

paperback | 5 x 8 | 192 est. pp.

About the Book

How do we establish or improve wargaming 
education, including sponsors, participants, 
and future designers? The question stems 
from the uncomfortable truth that the 
wargaming discipline has no foundational 
pipeline, no established pathway from 
novice to master. Consequently, the war– 
gaming community stands at a dangerous 
precipice at the convergence of a stagnant 
labor force and a patchwork system of 
passing institutional war–gaming knowledge. 
Unsurprisingly, this can lead to ill-informed 
sponsors, poorly scoped wargames, an 
unreliable standard of wargaming expertise, 
and worst of all, risks the decline of wargaming 
as an educational and analytical tool. This 
fundamental challenge is a recurring theme 
throughout this volume and each author 
offers their own perspective and series of 
recommendations.

Also of Interest



Warfare in Peacetime 
Proxies and State Powers
 
Christopher Harmon

paperback | 6 x 9 | 224 est. pp.

About the Book

Dr. Christopher C. Harmon’s Warfare in Peacetime 
discusses low-intensity conflicts and the use 
of proxies by nations that wish to advance their 
interests during eras of relative peace. Harmon 
explores Cold War-era proxies such as the USSR 
and Cuba to more contemporary topics like India 
and the Tamil Tigers. Other areas of research 
include Iran and Hezbollah, the Reagan Doctrine 
and Nicaragua, and other thought-provoking 
topics on proxy wars. Warfare in Peacetime will 
serve as an illuminating book on the ever-present 
subject of proxy wars.

Also of Interest



Advancing Women,  
Peace, & Security 
Principles in Professional Military 
Education 
 
Edited by  
Lauren Mackenzie, PhD 
and LtCol Dana Perkins

paperback | 6 x 9 | 224 est. pp.

About the Book

The Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) Agenda is 
a global framework and policy tool that guides na-
tional actions addressing gender inequalities and 
the drivers of conflict and its impact on women 
and girls. By fostering structural and institutional 
change, the WPS agenda aims to 1) prevent con-
flict and all forms of violence against women and 
girls and 2) ensure the inclusion and participation 
of women in peace and security decision-making 
processes to incorporate their specific needs in 
relief and recovery situations. This volume gath-
ers together student papers from the Joint Wom-
en, Peace, and Security Academic Forum’s 2021 
WPS in PME Writing Award program, a best-of 
selection of informative and empowering work that intersects with Department of Defense 
equities supporting global WPS principles. Student participants in the Joint WPS Academic 
Forum hail from prestigious DOD academic institutions, and this monograph shows how the 
strategic leaders of tomorrow embrace WPS today, offering a strong indication of how WPS 
principles will be implemented over time and how they will influence the paradigm of peace 
and security and our approaches to conflict prevention and resolution.

Also of Interest



The MCWAR Strategy Primer
Expanded edition
paperback | 5 x 8 | 216 est. pp.

About the Book

The process of strategy making is neither easy nor 
for the feebleminded. In fact, the creation of workable 
strategic approaches to the most intractable 
problems on the planet is an intellectual exercise 
unmatched in human endeavors. The strategist 
—particularly the military strategist—must often 
choose between multiple contradictory solutions 
and approaches in the midst of mayhem. History is 
filled with the destruction of empires and nations 
that got it wrong. Whether the United States remains 
a preeminent power in the twenty-first century 
will in no small measure rest on the capability of 
strategists graduating from the nation’s war colleges 
today. This primer, now in its second edition with 
the addition of brand-new content, is designed to 
help Marine Corps War College (MCWAR) students 
think creatively and critically about strategy-making 
processes. By presenting a sampling of principles 
and methodologies drawn from some of the most 
important works on the topic, this primer will 
streamline many of the contradictions that strategy 
makers will encounter during their time at MCWAR 
and throughout their careers.

Also of Interest



Shared Experience
Organizational Culture and Ethos  
at the United States Marine Corps’ Basic School 
1924–41
Jennifer L. Mazzara, PhD

paperback | 6 x 9 | 336 pp.

About the Book

From early in the modern history of the Marine 
Corps, The Basic School (TBS) has played an 
enormously important role in acculturating 
Marine officers in the profession of arms. Author 
Jennifer Mazzara’s exhaustive and detailed 
research, which included examining the curricula 
of prewar TBS, shows that the TBS product, 
the Marine lieutenant, was fundamental to the 
early victories of the Second World War. As the 
only basic-level post-commissioning school 
in the United States that imparts a generalist 
education, rather than specialist training, TBS is 
unique among the military schools operated by 
the U.S. armed forces. Its distinctiveness stems 
from two primary features: its structure and what 
it provides to its graduates. The TBS curriculum 
is utterly immersive and inculcates in all Marine 
lieutenants the ethos of the Corps and the nearly 
spiritual reality of what it means to be an officer of Marines with the responsibility of leading 
Marines in combat. Every TBS officer is put through the same grueling crucible of preparation 
to be a rifle platoon commander.

Mazzara’s examination of how TBS was conducted during the interwar period and sheds light 
on the backgrounds and experiences of the officers who were most responsible for carrying 
out the Pacific campaigns of World War II. This history reveals TBS’s essential qualities 
during the interwar period, but it also 
illuminates the timeless and immutable 
reality and necessity of this institution 
that has bound generations of Marine 
officers to each other and to the Corps.  

Also of Interest



Destination Unknown, vol. 3
Brute Krulak Center of Innovation and Future Warfare
paperback | 7 x 10 | 120 est. pp.

About the Book

Destination Unknown, vol. 3, continues its tradition 
of using military writers and artists to generate new 
ideas on national security and military strategy 
through graphical representation. This is an educa-
tional project “by the warfighter for the warfighter” in 
every regard. Notably, this volume features a unique 
academic partnership involving Marine Corps Uni-
versity, the Naval Postgraduate School, the U.S. Na-
val Academy, and the U.S. Air Force Academy. Behind 
the scenes, the journey in making this graphic novel is 
as important as the unique military stories being told.  
 
Thematically, this volume touches on the psycholog-
ical impacts from human-machine teaming, artificial 
intelligence systems gone astray, the future of med-
icine and trauma management, gender integration 
in Marine Corps boot camp, life on an arctic military 
outpost, and even a story about a robotic infantry 
dog.

Also of Interest



The Mobility War 
Marine Corps Helicopter Operations in Vietnam, 1962–1971 

Adam T. Givens  
 
paperback | 8.5 x 11 | 60 est. pp.

About the Book

The Mobility War: Marine Corps Helicopter Opera-
tions in Vietnam, 1962–1975 by Adam T. Givens, PhD, 
is an overview of the Marine Corps’ use of helicop-
ters in the Vietnam War and the strategies they de-
veloped that made helicopters a unique element in 
the Vietnam War. Givens highlights pivotal moments 
in more than a decade of helicopter operations 
during the war. The Mobility War intricately describes 
the challenges, turning points, and issues that de-
veloped a rotary-wing capability into an invaluable 
asset for Marine ground operations.

Also of Interest



RECENT RELEASES



Khaos Company
A Commander’s Account and Lessons Learned  
from the 2019 MAGTF Warfighting Exercise
Captain Matthew S. Hanks, USMC, 
with Williamson Murray, PhD 
 
paperback | 5 x 8 | 288 pp.

About the Book

Khaos Company offers a short story written with the 
intent to provide Marines with the perspective of 
what it is like to operate and fight at the company- 
and small-unit levels in operations of such a large 
scale and scope. This is a story about how a small 
yet cohesive company of Marines experienced cha-
os, friction, uncertainty, surprise, failure, success, 
relationships, and executed the maneuver warfare 
principles outlined in the Marine Corps’ doctrinal 
warfighting philosophy.

Also of Interest

“Khaos Company is highly recommended for all ground combat company-grade officers and anyone else 
who wants a company-level tutorial on what company-level combat may be like in the near future and how 
to develop the right unit culture to excel in combat.”

~ Major Skip Crawley (Marine Corps Gazette, April 2022)

Praise for Khaos Company



The Rise and Decline of  
U.S. Military Culture Programs, 
2004–20
Edited by Kerry B. Fosher, PhD,  
and Lauren Mackenzie, PhD 
 
paperback | 6 x 9 | 274 est. pp.

About the Book

The Rise and Decline of U.S. Military Culture Pro-
grams is intended to capture the experiences 
and lessons learned during a remarkable peri-
od, roughly 2004–20, during which the U.S. De-
partment of Defense (DOD) experimented with 
a broad range of programs and initiatives related 
to culture. These programs were intended to im-
prove military personnel’s capacity to understand 
and operate effectively within culturally complex 
environments. While most culture-related efforts 
focused on conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, es-
pecially during the early years, they also helped 
address a capability gap in missions around the 
globe. Those working in culture programs recog-
nized that the DOD’s interest in culture was cycli-
cal. There had been cycles of interest during World 
War II, the Vietnam War, and the Cold War era. 
Each time, interest waned after a few years and 
programs were dismantled. So, that cycle would 
likely end at some point, only to pick up again in 5, 
10, or 20 years.

Also of Interest



An Annotated Guide to Tactics
Carl von Clausewitz’s Theory of the Combat
Edited and annotated by Olivia A. Garard 
 
paperback | 5 x 8 | 264 pp.

About the Book

The philosophy on which the Marine Corps’ seminal 
warfighting doctrine is based rests on a tradition 
of professional military scholarship that reaches 
back to Carl von Clausewitz’s treatise On War. 
Clausewitz’s lesser-known and often-misunderstood 
Guide to Tactics, republished here for the first time as 
a standalone English text with critical annotations, 
serves as the foundation of the Marine Corps’ 
warfighting philosophy and provides a guide to 
thinking about the nature of tactics and combat for 
the modern warfighter.

Also of Interest



The Trillion Dollar War
The U.S. Effort to Rebuild Afghanistan, 1999-2021
By Abid Amiri

paperback | 6 x 9 | 264 pp.

About the Book

What if the U.S. war on terror in Afghanistan was 
fought not by the military but by educating the 
Afghan youth, and what if the trillion dollars had 
been spent instead on economic development in 
Afghanistan rather than on bombs and fighter-
jets? The Trillion Dollar War helps explain the Unit-
ed States’ efforts to rebuild Afghanistan during 
the last 20 years. The book outlines the success-
es and failures of both Afghans and Americans in 
this endeavor. In addition, it provides an in-depth 
analysis of the cost of America’s longest war, and 
it asks whether spending more on education and 
infrastructure than on weapons of war would have 
resulted in a different outcome.

Also of Interest

“Honestly assessing the failures of U.S. policy in Afghanistan, this book is a powerful call for human under-
standing and global responsibility. Abid Amiri brings wealth of personal experience and detailed knowledge 
of the complex factors shaping Afghanistan’s troubled recent history of violence and international betrayal.”

~ Dr. John Collins, St. Lawrence University

Praise for The Trillion Dollar War



Pacifist to Padre
The World War II Memoir  
of Chaplain Roland B. Gittelsohn,  
December 1941–January 1946
Edited by Donald M. Bishop

paperback | 5 x 8 | 376 pp.

About the Book

Roland B. Gittelsohn, the first Navy rabbi assigned with U.S. 
Marines, served in the Pacific during World War II. In this 
compelling book, written in 1946 but now published for the 
first time, he relates his odyssey from doctrinaire pacifist to 
“pacifist no more,” his training, and his ministry to Marines 
and sailors on Iwo Jima. His sermon at the dedication of the 
5th Marine Division cemetery riveted all Americans, though 
it would only be heard by a small gathering that day. Woven 
through his account are reflections on morale, service, 
leadership, and interfaith understanding. He illuminates the 
vital, influential, and uniquely American institution of our 
military chaplaincy. Pacifist to Padre is the story of a rabbi 
deeply committed to peace and hope, who would be called 
“padre” by Marines and sailors in a gruesome battle.

Also of Interest

“I read Gittelsohn’s memoir after the fall of Kabul, Afghanistan, in 2021 with a feeling of emptiness as I asked, 
‘What was it all for?’ I felt as if he were reaching through the pages, telling me that I was asking the wrong 
question. He was asking me what I was doing to make the world a better place: ‘What are you doing about 
all this?’ Why wasn’t I working to achieve a better world in the name of those who cannot experience it any-
more? ‘Spend the rest of your days achieving justice and fulfillment for him,’ Gittelsohn writes of the fallen 
soldier. And then the soldier lives on.”

~ Jonathan Bratten, U.S. Army National Guard officer and historian

Praise for Pacifist to Padre



Oil & War
How the Deadly Struggle for Fuel  
in World War II Meant Victory or Defeat, reprint edition
Robert Goralski and Russell W. Freeburg, with a new foreword  
by Admiral James G. Foggo III, USN (Ret)

paperback | 6 x 9 | 424 pp.

About the Book

The world’s economy runs on oil. People steal for it. Na-
tions kill for it. To win a war, the victor must have enough oil 
to fuel their tanks, ships, and planes. One of the great un-
told stories of World War II is about the strategic decisions 
and combat for the control of enough oil so that the Axis 
powers could wage an aggressive war. Conversely, the Al-
lied powers were determined to keep oil from the Axis. Oil 
& War, originally published in 1987, was the first book to 
explain this intricate dance of death from the viewpoints of 
both the Axis and Allied sides. Adolf Hitler began planning 
his grab for oil-producing lands in the 1930s; he also start-
ed building plants capable of producing synthetic fuels. 
The Japanese had their plans too. The Americans, English, 
and Australians had to counterpunch. They very nearly 
lost the war because they did not move quickly enough. 
The race was far closer than previously believed. Truth is 
stranger than fiction. Novels and wargames based on the 
strategies for oil have captured the public’s attention. But here is the real story. This anecdotal 
narrative about the important role that oil played in World War II provides a view of the forces 
that controlled the greatest war in history—and a stunning analysis of the importance of oil in 
terms of world peace for years to come.

Also of Interest

“We need more innovation and diversification in our energy resources and infrastructure. Hydrocarbons 
and fracking are not the only answer. Research, development, and investment must continue in renewable 
means of energy production, including wind, solar, hydroelectric, and, yes, nuclear power. Other nations 
have done this safely, and so can we. Civilian industry can do the 
same. We must ensure that oil is never used as a weapon against 
the United States or its allies. It is time to think outside of the box.   
I recommend this book to you.”

~ Admiral James G. Foggo (Ret)

Praise for Oil & War



A Game of Hare & Hounds
An Operational-level Command Study  
of the Guilford Courthouse Campaign,  
18 January–15 March 1781
Harold Allen Skinner Jr.

coil bound | 6 x 9 | 178 pp.

About the Book

How did a narrow tactical victory for the British at 
Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina, during the 
American Revolutionary War lead to the failure of 
the British Southern Campaign? This volume offers 
an indispensable point of departure for a staff ride 
to the battlefield at Guilford Courthouse, providing a 
systematic analysis of this key battle in the American 
Revolution. Author Harold Allen Skinner Jr.’s narrative 
establishes necessary context to illuminate the 
decisions that shaped the overall contest in the South 
between American and British armies. Skinner’s deft 
presentation of the events leading up to and during 
the pivotal battle of Guilford Courthouse reveals 
insights at the three levels of war and provides a 
balanced treatment of issues, such as command at 
the strategic and operational levels and organization 
of armies, weapons, and tactics. His approach gets 
straight to the central purpose and greatest value of 
a staff ride: the critical process of analyzing how and 
why events played out as they did.

Also of Interest



Political Warfare
Strategies for Combating China’s Plan  
to “Win without Fighting”
Kerry K. Gershaneck

paperback | 6 x 9 | 216 pp.

About the Book

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is at war with 
the world. It is a war fought mostly for control and 
influence, using coercion, corruption, and violent 
covert operations. The PRC prefers to win this war 
by never having to fire a shot, but its increasingly 
powerful military and paramilitary forces loom omi-
nously in the background in support of its expanding 
war of influence. In Political Warfare, Professor Kerry 
K. Gershaneck describes how the PRC employs po-
litical warfare as its primary weapon to destroy its 
adversaries, including the United States and many 
of its allied and partner nations. Failure to under-
stand China’s political warfare and how to confront 
it may well lead to America’s strategic defeat before 
initiation of armed conflict or to operational defeat 
of U.S. military forces on the battlefield. Ultimately, 
Gershaneck argues in this detailed study, the United 
States must relearn how to fight on the political war-
fare battlefield to identify, deter, counter, and defeat 
this existential threat.
 
“[Political Warfare is] the mental equivalent of physical boot camp training—it introduces you to the 
fight and teaches you the tactics and the strategies needed to defend yourself, and hopefully win. If you 
think the fight doesn’t involve you, the book shows you why you are already in the ring, and likely losing.”  

“Gershaneck provides an in-depth account of the PRC’s political warfare, illuminating 
its history, goals, and tactics. He also delves into case studies of Chinese political 
warfare operations designed to undermine Taiwan and Thailand, though his frame-
work for understanding the PRC’s political warfare can also be applied to other coun-
tries facing PRC pressure.” 

Praise for Political Warfare

~ Cleo Paskal, Sunday Guardian

~ Global Taiwan Instititute
Also of Interest



POPULAR BACKLIST



A New Conception of War
John Boyd, The U.S. Marines, and Maneuver Warfare
Ian T. Brown

paperback | 6 x 9 | 360 pp.

About the Book

In 1989, the Marine Corps formally adopted a theory 
of conflict called maneuver warfare and described its 
tenets in a short but revolutionary doctrinal manual 
simply titled Warfighting. This conflict theory evolved 
along two paths that wound their way through the 
landscape of the late Cold War period before coming 
together in 1989. A New Conception of War traces this 
story from the post–Vietnam War years to the pres-
ent. The first path was forged by U.S. Air Force colonel 
John R. Boyd, whose ideas on warfare were shaped by 
a military career during the height of the Cold War and 
his own passion for challenging conventional wisdom 
in the search for new and useful ideas. The second 
path was navigated by many thinkers within the Ma-
rine Corps during a period of institutional soul-search-
ing after Vietnam . Drawing on new and previously 
unpublished material from the major players of this 
period, including a full transcript of Boyd’s “Patterns of 
Conflict” lecture, A New Conception of War captures 
a period of remarkable intellectual ferment within the 
Marine Corps and the development of a unique con-
ceptual framework for warfighting that continues to 
inspire Marines today.

“A New Conception of War skillfully brings an extraordinary, historic episode to a new generation of Marine 
Corps leaders and, in a larger context, to any leader who is contemplating leading change.”

“Brown has done a magnificent job laying out how the maneuver debate played out 
from the Marine perspective and mostly avoiding what David C. Metz has termed 
‘Boyd Mania.’ He fills a much-needed niche in trying to balance and historically 
assess Boyd’s influence, intelligently narrowed to just the USMC and the maneuver 
debate.”

Praise for A New Conception of War

~ Dale C. Rielage, U.S. Pacific Fleet director for Intelligence and Information Operations

~ Brian R. Price, Air Command and Staff College

Also of Interest



Complex Terrain
Megacities and the Changing Character  
of Urban Operations
Edited by Benjamin M. Jensen, Henrik Breitenbauch, 
and Brandon Valeriano

paperback | 6 x 9 | 400 pp.

About the Book

This edited volume, composed by military profes-
sionals in the Gray Scholars Program at Marine 
Corps University, describes the changing character 
of urban operations. The pattern of human settle-
ment and interaction is changing and the future is 
urban. Because the majority of the world’s popula-
tion lives within cities, the future of strategic compe-
tition and conflict reside there as well. The density 
and connectivity of urban environments create a 
new type of complex terrain. Interests change from 
neighborhood to neighborhood, often intersecting 
global, political, and economic networks. Each city 
block sees shifting allegiances that often seem un-
clear from the outside. The cityscape compresses 
time and space while increasing uncertainty and 
complicating the conduct of military operations.

Also of Interest



Considering Russia 
Emergence of a Near Peer Competitor
Edited by Matthew R. Slater, Michael Purcell, and Andrew M. Del Gaudio

paperback | 7 x 9 | 124 pp.

About the Book

Considering Russia helps us understand the impli-
cations for strategy and military planning behind 
Russia’s failure to integrate, as was maybe too na-
ively expected, into the Euro-Atlantic and global 
economic and security architecture. Russia’s re-
newed assertiveness has created what might look 
like a new adversarial geopolitical context. This un-
expected reality prompted the authors to analyze 
Russian military capability, tactics, and operational 
concepts, both through the contemporary filter of 
events in Georgia, Ukraine, and Syria, as well as the 
historical legacy of the Soviet Union. All of the au-
thors, whether writing about the idea of hybrid war-
fare or the potential for conventional conflict in the 
Baltic region, uncover the continuities and novelties 
of the current situation and offer recommendations 
grounded in their professional experience with U.S. 
security policy as well as the Marine Corps.

Also of Interest



Destination Unknown
vol. 1, Spring 2019
paperback | 7 x 10 | 90 pp.

About the Book

This is the first graphic novel used to explore the future of 
the Marine Corps written and illustrated by Marines. The 
stories in this graphic novel explore such topics as Marine-
manned satellites, laser communication, and artificial 
intelligence (AI) selecting potential recruits and assisting 
Marine Corps Special Operations Command (MARSOC) 
operations in real time. By doing so in fictional comic book 
form, the results are far more accessible, inventive, and 
engaging than any white paper could be.

Destination Unknown
vol. 2, Fall 2020
paperback | 7 x 10 | 120 pp.

About the Book

Destination Unknown, vol. 2, is written and drawn by Marines 
and their creative allies. The stories within this volume 
go right at the operational and strategic questions the 
Service is wrestling with. From drones helping to contain a 
pandemic in Asia to Marines transitioning from amphibious 
to space-based assaults, the stories in Destination Unknown 
illustrate today’s Marines preparing imaginative solutions to 
tomorrow’s problems.

In 2019 and 2020, several organizations within the Department of Defense recognized the Destination Unknown teams and 
Marine Corps University for serving as innovation in education, writing, and thinking. We believe these awards are more than a 
recognition of past and current work, but what may lie ahead if we continue to pursue this intellectual path . . . 



Disaster Labs
How American States  
Use Partnerships to Manage the Unthinkable
Austen D. Givens

paperback | 5 x 8 | 352 pp.

About the Book

Disaster  Labs explores how state governments 
partner with businesses and nonprofits to manage 
large-scale emergencies in California, Florida, 
New York, and Virginia. For these disaster-
management collaborations to continue, state 
governments, businesses, and nonprofits must 
plan now for their future. These collaborations 
also need the freedom to shape their partnerships 
in each of their unique state environments. Each 
state has distinct attributes that make state-level 
partnerships attractive. These range from differing 
types of disasters, political environments, nonprofit 
sectors, and commercial entities. Without undue 
federal interference, these state-level, public-
private partnerships work best to achieve results 
and provide relief to disaster-prone areas.

“This book is a must read for anyone who wants to know—or needs to know—how we can optimize 
America’s readiness to prevent or respond to major disasters. In particular, Givens explains how and why 
private companies need to be involved in disaster planning. Some cities and states are effectively including 
the private sector in disaster planning; others are not. Excluding such companies from the planning table is 
a mistake – and this highly readable book provides a roadmap for how to make sure that vital private sector 
interests stay engaged.”

Praise for Disaster Labs

~ Irwin Redlener, Director,  
National Center for Disaster Preparedness,  

Columbia University

Also of Interest



Information Warfare
Forging Communication Strategies  
for Twenty-first Century Operational Environments
James P. Farwell

paperback | 8.5 x 11 | 200 pp.

About the Book

Great political and military leaders understand that 
communication strategies are key to victory in any 
conflict. Seizing the narrative can enable victory 
while failure to do so yields that advantage to the ad-
versary. Gone are the days when competing armies 
confronted one another across battlefields. The in-
formation environment has made engagements and 
conflict both local and global all at once such that—
as never before—information warfare is critical to 
victory. Understanding culture, history, local political 
dynamics, the interactions of different players, and 
the need to forge cohesive communication plans at 
the strategic, operational, and tactical levels matters 
more than ever to commanders and operators. In 
Information Warfare, Farwell describes how com-
manders and operators must and can define win-
ning outcomes and the strategies, operations, and 
tactics to achieve them. He lays out concrete, ac-
tionable steps to get results and places them in his-
torical context, then provides a workbook to assist 
readers in devising communication strategies that 
produce victory in the sphere of information warfare.

Also of Interest

“The principal strength of Information Warfare is its practicality. . . . Among other strengths is the excellent 
use of historical examples. Farwell presents historical vignettes with just enough detail to situate the reader 
and then immediately proceeds to distill lessons from the examples.”

Praise for Information Warfare

~ Christopher Paul



On Contested Shores
The Evolving Role of Amphibious Operations 
in the History of Warfare
Edited by Timothy Heck and B.A. Friedman

paperback | 7 x 10 | 452 pp.

About the Book

Perhaps no prediction has been as consistently 
made—and as consistently wrong—as the immi-
nent death of amphibious operations. Whatever the 
changes in warfare and technology, the necessity of 
amphibious force projection endures, long outliving 
those who claim its time has passed. Changes in 
how amphibious operations are conducted, howev-
er, are just as consistent. This essential contributed 
volume arrives at a vital point of transition. These 
essays highlight both changes and continuities, ex-
amining historical amphibious operations as early 
as the sixteenth century to the near future, describ-
ing both lesser-known cases and offering more nu-
anced views of famous campaigns, such as Gallipoli 
and Normandy. With the release of the U.S. Marine 
Corps’ Force Design 2030, this volume gives histo-
rians, theorists, and practitioners an opportunity to 
ground the coming changes in the historical context as they seek to find out what it takes to 
win on contested shores.

Also of Interest

“On Contested Shores provides a fascinating collection of historical facts, some folklore, loads of guts and 
gumption, predictions, and the value of training. The Indian Navy and Army would both do well to study this 
book carefully.”

Praise for On Contested Shores

“On Contested Shores fulfils one of the best qualities of a dedicated collection with a ‘fill a gap’ mission: 
marshalling a diversity of material towards improving our perception of a subject. Individually and collectively, 
the historical chapters offer a wealth of insight on their subjects 
and all bar the most committed aficionados will learn something 
new.”

~ Captain Rikeesh Sharma, IN (Ret)

~  Dr. Steven Loveridge



Patterns of Influence
Strategic Culture Case Studies  
and Conclusions
Edited by Matthew R. Slater

paperback | 5 x 8 | 236 pp.

About the Book

Patterns of Influence is a timely book because of 
its applicability to the emerging strategic envi-
ronment. The world is realigning into a multipolar 
power structure. Multipolar structures are typically 
complex, especially when considering the overlap-
ping spheres of influence claimed by the competing 
powers in the international system. Patterns of Influ-
ence enables researchers to cope with the complex-
ity of multipolar networks by promoting a strategic 
culture approach that provides a better understand-
ing of internal state decision making. This book pro-
vides important commentary regarding the overall 
utility of strategic culture on states with limited fed-
eral governance, newer states that are still forming 
political processes and institutions, and smaller 
states that may become lost in the wake of regional 
powers. This study of strategic culture is written by 
scholars who are experienced working within the 
Department of Defense, including chapters on Chi-
na, Afghanistan, Brazil, and Kosovo. Not only are the 
case studies geographically dispersed but also in-
clude large and small states, states with fragmented 
and cohesive political and social systems, as well as recently installed and more established 
governments. The eclectic group of case studies provide a broad basis to compare outcomes 
based on the strategic culture approach.

Also of Interest



Phase Line Attila
The Amphibious Campaign for Cyprus, 1974
Edward J. Erickson and Mesut Uyar

casebound | 6 x 9 | 260 pp.

About the Book

Phase Line Attila describes the successful Turkish 
amphibious invasion of Cyprus, which culminat-
ed in the partitioning of the island of Cyprus into 
Turkish- and Greek-Cypriot zones. The invasion is 
an under-studied amphibious operation that oc-
curred in the post–World War II era. The invasion 
was prompted by the increasing levels of violence 
between Turkish and Greek Cypriots, which led to 
the involvement of both Greece and Turkey in the 
island’s affairs. This book is a nuanced examination 
of the successful Turkish amphibious operation to 
carve out a Turkish-Cypriot zone in north Cyprus in 
Operation Yıldız Atma-4.

“[Phase Line Attila is] an important contribution to modern military history from multiple fronts documenting 
a not well-known military operation and capturing the planning through execution of one of the very few 
post WWII Joint amphibious operations against a contested battlespace.”    

Also of Interest

Praise for Phase Line Attila

“While a valuable read for those interested in the Cyprus crisis, 
this is perhaps even more important for students of amphibious 
and airborne operations.” ~ A. A. Nofi

~ GoodReads



Raging Waters
China, India, Bangladesh,  
and Brahmaputra River Politics
Nilanthi Samaranayake, Satu Limaye, and Joel Wuthnow

paperback | 6 x 9 | 148 pp.

About the Book

The Brahmaputra River originates in China and runs through 
India and Bangladesh. China and India have fought a war over 
contested territory through which the river flows, and Ban-
gladesh faces human security pressures in this basin that will 
be magnified by upstream river practices. Controversial dam- 
building activities and water diversion plans could threat-
en regional stability; yet, no bilateral or multilateral water 
management accord exists in the Brahmaputra basin. This 
project, sponsored by the MacArthur Foundation, provides 
greater understanding of the equities and drivers fueling 
water insecurity in the Brahmaputra River basin. After con-
ducting research in Dhaka, New Delhi, and Beijing, CNA 
offers recommendations for key stakeholders to consider at 
the subnational, bilateral, and multilateral levels to increase 
cooperation in the basin. These findings lay the foundation 
for policy makers in China, India, and Bangladesh to discuss 
steps that help manage and resolve Brahmaputra resource 
competition, thereby strengthening regional security.

Also of Interest



Strategic Water
Iraq and Security Planning  
in the Euphrates-Tigris Basin
Frederick Lorenz and Edward J. Erickson

paperback | 6 x 9 | 328 pp.

About the Book

After the final phase of drawdown of U.S. troops in 
Iraq, it is important to do what we can to help main-
tain a level of stability and to look ahead to emerging 
security threats. Strategic Water: Iraq and Security 
Planning in the Euphrates-Tigris Basin by Frederick 
Lorenz and Edward J. Erickson makes an important 
contribution to this effort by taking a close look at a 
serious problem that is often neglected—the decline 
in freshwater availability and its impact on regional 
security

Also of Interest



MCUP JOURNALS



Marine Corps History
Marine Corps History publishes twice a year, and the editors 
are currently looking for new articles and book reviews on all 
topics within the long history of the Corps: Civil War, Spanish-
American War, Banana Wars, WWI, WWII, Korea, Cold War, 
Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan, women and minorities in the 
military and focus on some aspect of the Corps either directly 
or indirectly, including foreign marines and joint operations.

Journal of Advanced Military Studies (JAMS)
MCUP launched the Journal of Advanced Military Studies (JAMS) 
to provide a forum for interdisciplinary discussion of national 
security and international relations issues and how they have 
an impact on the Department of Defense, the Department of 
the Navy, and the U.S. Marine Corps directly and indirectly. 
JAMS is published biannually, with occasional special issues 
that highlight key topics of interest.

Order your copy
WWW.USMCU.EDU/MCUPRESS



MES Insights
Published bi-monthly since January 2010 as the news-
letter of Middle East Studies, MES Insights features 
short analytical pieces as well as information on events 
organized by MES and provides a forum for debate with 
our readers.

Expeditions 
with MCUP
Expeditions with MCUP is an online academic journal 
that offers authors a forum for the debate of trending 
domestic and international topics. Expeditions with 
MCUP will have all the advantages of a scholarly 
journal, including peer review and expert editing, but 
in a shorter time frame than a traditional print journal. 
Our authors will discuss the full spectrum of themes 
within the context of national security, international 
relations, and geopolitics as they apply to and impact 
the Department of Defense, the Department of the 
Navy, and the U.S. Marine Corps directly and indirectly.





Order Information
A complete catalog of all MCUP titles is available at www.usmcu.edu/mcupress. Print copies 
of most titles can be requested at mcu_press@usmcu.edu. Provide the full title, author of the 
publication, your name, and address for your complimentary copies. 

If you are in the Northern Virginia area and would like to plan a visit, our bookstore is located 
on the first floor of the Simmons Marine Corps History Center.
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