. The President of the United States takes pride =
in presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR posthumously to Lo

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS WILLIAW A, FOSTER;
_UNITED STATES HARINE CORPS RESERVE,

. for service as set forth in the following

CITLTIONS

"For consniocuous gallantry and intrepidity at

the rislk of his 1ife above and beyond the call of -
duty while serving as a Rifleman with Company K, T
Third Battalion, First liarincs, First Marine Divislon,
in action agninst cnemy Jepancse forces on Oklnawa
Shina in the Ryukyu Chain, 2 MHay 19465, Dug in with
another lorinc on the point of the porimeter dofensc
after waging o furlous assault agninst a strongly
fortified Japancse position; Private First Clnsa
Fostor and his comrade engnged in a ficroc hond
grenade ducl with infaltrating cnenmy sgoldlicers,
Suddvnly an cacny grenade lended beyond reach in
tro Toxhole., Instnantly diving on the dendly missilo,
Privote First Clnss Fostor absorbed the exploding
cherge in his own body, therceby protccting the other
ilaring $ron scrious injury. Although mortally wounded
ot © result of his herolc nction, he quickly rallliced,
honded his own remalning tvo grenndes to hls conrnde
crd soid, Moke them count'. Stouthoarted and in-

. €omitible, he had unhesitotingly rclinqulshed his
“oua chance of survival that hls fcllow HMarine night
carry ovn the relentlicss fipght agninst o foanotlic |
¢neny, ond his dountless deternination, cool doelsion
«nd valiont spirit of gelf-scerifice in the face of
cortain death reflect the highest credit upon Private -
First Class Foster ~nd the United States Novel Secrvice,
He gallantly gnove his 1life in the service of his
country.”

/s/ HARRY S. TRUMAN



