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Till© repor t covers the act ion of the 29th Marines Hegiment 
in the" f ight ing on OKIITAWA from lOVS DAY, 1 April , If) 1+5, 
through LOVE Plus 20 days. On t h i s da te , 21 Apri l , lfil^, 
MOTOBU PSlTIiSULA was declared secured and Phase I of the 
operat ion completed. 

I '•'. J . 

r % f'f 'WKALIiTO-, •: ' < 'A Uf " 
Colonel, USiiC, >' 
Commanding, 2fith Marines. 
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CHJPTER I _ GSNERiL 

This report embraces the a c t i v i t i e s of the 29th Marines, Reinforced, 
in respect to organizat ion, planning, t r a i n i n g , embarkation, and combat 6f the 
Okinawa operat ion. . ' • • ' " • . 

29th Marines, Reinforced, as I I I Phib Corps Reserve, had the follow
ing prospect ive missions! 

1. To execute a s sau l t landing on any designated beached, 
e i t h e r as a Combat Team or as Combat Team l e s s 1 BLT. 

2. To execute assau l t landing on beaches not shown in 
Corps Plan. 

- . . . A 

3. To land over captured beaches, assemble as Corps Reserve; 
prepare to reinforce or re l ieve a s sau l t un i t s in any p a r t 
of Corps Zone. 

H, To replace any RCT or component thereof in I I I Phib Corps 
which becomes a casua l ty . 

5. To land and rever t 1 BLT to -6th Mar Div* 

6. To make such divers ionary f e i n t s or landings as may be 
d i rec ted . 
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CHAPTER I I . The T a f l l . 0 r g a n t g a t l n B 

IT 1/59 
1/29 
1st P l a t , Co 0, 6th Engr Bii ...... . 
1st P l a t , Co C, 6th Pion Bn 
1st P l a t , Co C, 6th MT Bn 
1s t P l a t , Wpns/29 
Dot AGL Team, 6th JASCO 
Det SFC Team, 6th JASCO I 
Dot SP Com Team, 6th JASCO 
Dot 3rd Sec, Band Det 
Dot 3rd P l a t , 6th MP Co 

I t Col MOEBAU 

Det 3rd P l a t , 
Dot;3rd P l a t , 
Det H&S/29 
Repl Gp 1/29 
Det 11th Spl 1TCB 
Det Slkth Amoh Trk Co 

6th Ord Co 
6th S&SCo ( l e s s PX Sec) 

IT 2/29 
2/29 
2d P l a t , 
2d P l a t , 

I t Col HOBB 

Co C, 6th Engr Bn 
. Co C, 6th Pion Bn 

2d P l a t , Co C, 6th MT Bn 
2d P l a t , Wpns/29 
Det AGL Team, 6th JASCO 
Det SFC Team, 6th JASCO' 
Dot SP Com Team, 6th JASCO 
Det 3rd Sec, Band Dot 
Dot 3rd P l a t , 6th MP Co -
Det 3rd P l a t , 6th Ord C0 
Det 3rd P l a t , 6th S&SCo ( l e s s PX Sec) 
Bet B&S/29 
Eepl.Gp 2/29 
Det 11th Spl JtfCB 
Det 6th Amph Trk Co 

V* 3/29 
3/29 
3rd P l a t , 
3rd P l a t , 
3rd P l a t , 

I t Col WEIGHT 

Co C, 6th Bngr Bn 
Co C, 6th Pion Bn 

. Co C, 6th MT Bn 
3rd P l a t , Wons/29 
Det AGL Team, 6th JASCO 
Det SFC Team, 6th JiiSCO 
Det SP 0>m Team, 6th JASCO 
Det 3rd Sec» Band Det 
Det 3rd P l a t , 6th MP Co 

- 1 -
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Chapter II - Task Organization (Cont'd) 

c . LI 3/29 (Cont'd) 
Det 3rd P l a t , 6th Ord Co 
Det 3rd P l a t , 6th S&SCo ( l e s s PX Sec) 
Det H&S/29' • Jf v.-
Hepl Op 3/29 
D.et 11th Spl HCB 
Det 6th Anph Trk Co-.. 

* . BBgtl Trs/29 '" ,-; "''". "•'- '* \ 
H&S/29 ( l e s s Dets) ' , ' " 
Wpns/29 ( l e s s 1s t , 2d, and 3rd P l a t s ) 
Det 3rd. Sec, Band Det • • 
Det i&L Team, 6th JASCO *' 
Det SPC Team, 6th J^SCO " 

Lt Col P3ESSLEX 

e . Co A, 6th Ik Bn 
. fV r* * 

t • ^ J E / 2 9 
Co C, 6th Engr Bn ( l e s s Dets) 
Co C, 6 t h P i o n Bn ( l e s s Dets) 
Co C, 6th MT Bn ( l e s s Dets) 
3rd P l a t , 6th MP Co ( l e s s Dets) 
3rd P l a t , 6th Ord Co ( l e s s Dets) 
3rd P l a t , 6th S<££ C0 ( l e s s Dets) ( l e s s PX Sec) 

• Capt MDREELL 

Capt LUTZ 1 

£. Co C, 6th Med Bn 

h. 1st MTO P l a t 

Lt Comdr TOPCIK 

Lt KILLOEM 

• W P : ' * C T P , J » : . . 
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CHAPTER I I I - , PRELIMINARY.. PLANNING 

S-l Section: 

During the preliminary planning for-the Okinawa Ope rat ion i 
three (3) groups of administrative personnel, w,ere -selected and traihe,d in the 
specific duties which each would perform during that.operation. The>eomposi~ 
tion of each of these groups Were: ** 

1. Assault Group • .; • * '•• '• ; 

a. s - i ! ' . ' . - - .;* -. ' •• "•"• "•• .-',*"%",.';' 
b-. AS-1, Graves Regis t ra t ion Off icer . 
C-, Sergeant Major 
d. Journal Keeper 
e#. -Personnel Clerk ' 

, ' .- f. General Clerk 

2. Rear Administrative Group 
a. AS-1, C lass i f i ca t ion 0. 
b . Begimental C las s i f i ca t ion SCO . ''-; •" ' , , ; .• 
c . Personnel Clerk" » • , - . • 
d. Personnel C la s s i f i ca t ion NOD from each Inf Bn 
0. Personnel Clerk from each Inf Bn- . . . 

h.. Rear Echelon Group ;.••.: 
a.. Adjutant 
b . Chief Personnel Clerk and'one ( l ) a s s i s t a n t . 

d. 
Company clerks of H&S Co and Wpns Co • 
Correspondence c lerk . 

In s t ruc t ion of the personnel l i s t e d above was based on Sixth Marine 
Division General Order Number Twelve and the p r i n c i p l e s out l ined the re in were 
followed throughout, . " Certain changes in the manner of repor t ing t o t a l casual
t i e s were made during the staging per iod , as outlined? in^Sixth Marine Division 
Special ,Order No.! 56-H5, but theseechanges in n,o way ef fec ted the .eff ic iency 
of the method of repor t ing i nd iv idua l . c a sua l t i e s and following those reported 
through evacuation and/or b u r i a l . The use of indiv idual casua l ty repor t cards 
and f i l e cards again proved ; to be the bes t method yet devised for such r epo r t s . 

S-g Section: 

Collat ion of ava i lab le i n t e l l i gence regarding enemy s t r eng th and 
d ispos i t ions on Okinawa Jima/Ryukyu Re t to , was carried, out upon the r ece ip t 
of information from G_2, 6 th Marine Division. 

P r i o r to departure for t a rge t area; maps, over lays , photographic^ •"' 
s t ud i e s , t e r r a i n information, Japanese., combat ph ra se s , and enemy order of ;b,at-
t l e were prepared for d i s t r i b u t i o n t'p §11 hands upon departure from rendezvous 
area . The in t e l l i gence annex to the operat ions order-as well as appendices 
were p repared , ' 'Pa ragraph l a . of the order was w r i t t e n . 

- 1 - 49. 



Chapter I I I - Prel iminary Planning (Cont 'd) 

S-2 Section (Cont 'd ) ; _ , . : - : v . ~ jJ •:'.:''-•>' 

As t h i s organisa t ion was in I I I Phib Corps Eeserve before and during 
the landing phase of the opera t ion, add i t iona l photographic i n t e l l i g e n c e and 
t e r r a i n s tudies were made of the 1st Marine Division area as well as of ZiMPA 
MISAKI. 

P r i o r to departure from base, a l l d iscuss ion of the forthcoming 
operat ion was car r ied out "in camera". Information was disseminated only upon 
wr i t t en order of the Commanding Officer . 

All r e l i e f maps were so. pa in ted as to show enemy pos i t ions given by 
photographic i n t e l l i gence r e p o r t s , thus increas ing t h e i r value to the troops 
being br ie fed . . * 

S~3 Section; 

Upon rece ip t of I I I Phib Corps Operation P lan ,1-45 , the S-3 sec t ion 
s tudied the thea te r of operat ions in i t s e n t i r e t y with p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on 
I I I Phib Corps zone of ac t ion . In add i t ion , the operat ions plans of the F i r s t 
and Sixth Marine Divis ions , down to b a t t a l i o n s , were studied and disseminated 
with a view of poss ib le assignment i n e i t h e r zone. Landing p lans were drawn 
up including two landing diagrams in view of the p o s s i b i l i t y of being required 
to make e i t h e r an opposed o r unopposed landing. Upon rece ip t of I I I Phib Corps 
Operation Plan I-I45 (Al t e rna t e ) , 29th Marines, Beinfprced, prepared and Issued 
29th Marines, Reinforced, Operations Plan No. I-U5 (Al t e rna t e ) , 

S-U Section; 

Division SOP as to organizat ion was followed, Begiment named ship 
loading o f f i ce r s 'and troops t ranspor t quartermasters as speci f ied . All person
nel attended a Division Transport Quartermaster School and were thoroughly 
indoct r ina ted in t h e i r l ine of work. As information was furnished the Combat 
Team by Division Transport Quartermaster, meetings were held within the regiment 
and f ina l d e t a i l s were ironed out concerning p r i o r i t i e s , stowage, and a v a i l 
a b i l i t y of mate r ia l s to be u t i l i z e d enroute . 

OhemieaT Warfare 

Chemical Warfare Officers and NCOs at tended a three (3) day Division 
school in chemical warfare. A fourteen (Ik) hour course in Defense Against 
Chemical Warfare under regimental con t ro l was given to a l l members of thej 
29th Marines. The course included; Or ien ta t ion , General Descript ion of Chemi
cal Agents, F ie ld Inden t i f i ca t ion , F i r s t Aid, Detection of Gases, Decontaminatior 
Gas Mask D r i l l , and Gas Chamber Exerc i se . The new Army Assault Masks were issuec 
to the three in fan t ry b a t t a l i o n s and weapons company for t e s t i n g . Masks proved 
s a t i s f a c t o r y and prefe r red to Army Lightweight Service Gas Mask. A l | quart •'•••• 
decontaminating apparatus p e r vehicle was f i l l e d with Decontaminating Agen* V . 
Non-corrosive. Gas Masks were issued to a l l men and tes ted . P r o t e c t i v e ; C o ^ r s , 
P ro tec t ive Ointment S-U61, and BAL Ointment were issued to a l l men. A 36-day 
supply of P ro t ec t ive Equipment, including a s u i t of P ro tec t ive Clothing p e r man, 
was issued to each Bat ta l ion Landing Team. 
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Chapter I I I - Prel iminary .Planning (Cont 'd) •• . : . 

Demolitions and Plame Throwers: 

Extensive t r a in ing of personnel in the employment of t h e i r weapons was 
ca r r i ed on throughout.*, the t r a in ing per iod . With an eye to the l i m i t a t i o n s of ,the ; 
weapon imposed "by the problem of t ranspor t and resupply, c a r t s were improvised^ to 
accommodate two flamethrowers and a load of demoli t ions. Each*platoon was issued 
such a c a r t , "battalion f i l l i n g s t a t i o n s were organized for proper maintenance .and 
resupply of the flamethrowers and demolition equipment to be used by front T.ihe ' 
companies. 

i * . 
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CHAPTER 171— TRAINING PHASE AND REHEABSALS 

1, During the training period at Kokumbona, Guadalcanal, B .S . I , , 
emphasis was given to fighting in rugged terrain, vil lages, and to special 
demolitions and flame thrower work in compliance with 6th Marine Division 
training directives. I t i s fe l t that the Division Schools conducted for 
staff officers and transport quartermasters contributed materially to bet ter 
staff functioning in the early phasesof planning, 

2, During the planning phase, th is regiment as I I I Phib Corps Reserve, 
was confronted with the poss ib i l i ty of employment at any place in the Corps 
zone either as an assault or reserve uni t . To th is end, flexible administrative 
and operation plans permitting such employment were made. Liaison was estab
lished with a l l III Phib Corps units and studies of thei r respective plans and 
areas were made, 

3, During the rehearsal phase, 29th Marines, Reinforced, as Corps Reserve, 
made practice landings in anticipation of landing e i ther in the assault or as a 
reserve unit . Specifically, two landing formations were planned and rehearsed 
extensively, i«e, j BLTs in column of companies and BI»Te with two companies 
abreast, 29th Marines, Reinforced, made one landing in anticipation of being 
used as an assault regiment in the 6th Marine Division zone. 

- 1 -
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CHAPTER V - LOSING MD EMBARKATION ai't 

S~l Section; , . . . - • ' • • * : •'. '• •-

1, The employment of* embarkation warning o',rder*sf as," a pre l iminary bas i s 
upon which f ina l un i t and personnel- committments werejpade ,to each ship-waa 
effective^and des i r ab l e . These pre l iminary adjustments re.sulted in embarka
t ion orders being accurate to-wi thin ten percent for each APA a f t e r a l l cor
rec t ions were made. ' ' ' '''••"' ' . . -• 

2 , The numbers of embarkation r o s t e r s required by each of the several 
ships varied considerably. While the number of copies to be submitted to erach 
ship was designated i n orders , i't i s suggested tha t t h i s number be made app l i 
cable for the embarkation of personnel in a l l ships i n orde'r to e l iminate the 
labor involved in the prepara t ion of- add i t iona l copies required by c e r t a i n 
sh ips . 

SL-3 Section: 

1, Working i n conjunction with S- l , t h i s sec t ion completed the task 
organizat ion governed p r i n c i p a l l y by c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of ships ava i l ab le to 
t ranspor t us to Okinawa. 

2, S-3 working in conjunction with uni t commanders assigned p r i o r i t i e s 
to loading and stowage of equipment. Constant l i a i son was maintained during 
t h i s phase with s ta f f of ComTransDiv 35» ^ h e s k i l l , experience, and coopera
t ion of the Naval Officers contr ibuted ma te r i a l l y to a smooth and uneventful 
loading and embarkation. 

3 . S-3 promulgated the embarkation order based on d iv is ion and corps 
orders . This was issued to BLT commanders ea r ly to expedite the embarkation 
of t h e i r commands, 

U. Due to c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ttf sh ips assigned 29th Marines, i t was not 
poss ib le to embark a l l elements of each t a c t i c a l u n i t aboard i t s sh ip . How
ever, as a r e s u l t of conferences and cooperation of Trans Biv 35 Naval Off icers , 
plans were made for boat ing of these separated elements and dispatching them to 
t h e i r assigned u n i t . a t the t ranspor t a rea , 

5, In rehearsa l s t h i s p lan worked very s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . In the opera t ion, 
as the landing was n o n - t a c t i c a l , i t was not necessary to put the p lan in to 
operation upon debarking and landing on Okinawa, 

S-.U Sections 

1, Upon a r r i v a l of the ships tha t were assigned 29th Marines, a l l ship 
T($ds reported to the embarkation o f f i ce r of the regiment. With the ass i s tance 
of ship TQMs and upon issuance by Division of ship c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s da t a , a l l 
loading plans were completed. Beaches were assigned to respect ive u n i t within 
regiment and a l l gear placed in s t o c k p i l e s on t h e i r beaches in combat un i t 
loads under the superv is ion of Ship Loading Off icers and Troop TQMs. The 
Pioneer Company furnished Shore Pa r ty working d e t a i l s for the loading of a l l 
APAs, Provis ions however were not made for Shore P a r t y working d e t a i l s to 
load the AKAs, Also while APAs had ships pla toons furnished by the J l s t NCB, 

495 
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Chapter V « Loading and Embarkation (Cont 'd) 

the .AKAs had to be loaded by regimental working p a r t i e s and the ships 
pla toon also had to be furnished by regiment, All APAs were loaded in . > 
two days. Loading of the AKAstook four days. Due to fine weather con
d i t i o n s , a l l loading was accomplished smoothly and without i n t e r rup t i on . 
Embarkation of troops was accomplished in aboTit four ik} hours by loading 
from the beach on to landing c ra f t and from landing c ra f t to the ship by 
cargo n e t s . All suppl ies and troops were loaded with a minimum of delay and 
confusion and on schedule, 

2 . I t i s recommended tha t the Shore Pa r ty working d e t a i l s a l so be 
furnished to load AKAs. Furthermore, i t i s suggested t h a t -ship' s p la toons 
for AKAs be furnished by other agencies than regiment. 

...a*- • ' s 
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CK^TER-TI,_110TOiENT':T6 AND ARRIVAL J® OBJECTIVE AREA 
TV 

t,. 

S_2 Section: 

On departure from rendezvous a rea , extensive "briefing of a l l o f f ice rs 
and men was ca r r i ed out throughout the regimeat. Previously prepared mater ia l 
was disseminated in adequate quanti ty. '" indoc t r ina t ion of.,personnel was ca r r i ed 
out by the In te l l igence Sections",and by c'o&pany o f f i c e r s . "De'tai'led study of 
r e l i e f maps was afforded a l l uni ts ' down to^asnd including the squad. 

S-3 Section:, ' " ' 

The 29th Marines, Reinforced, embarked on 1^ Marph, 19*+5» aboard 
assigned ships in TranfiDiv J 5 . , Training schedules cove ring "'the following' 
subjects were-prepared, and ca r r i ed out eh router .to ta rge* areas 

' V.: 
* >,• 

Cal i s then t ics ~. . -, • >: 

Inspections 
School an Weapons *•• ' . . , . . . , \. . 
F i rs t , Aid " " . , ] " ' '••'•• ' * ' - " • •'•'• -•' •"' 
F ie ld Sani ta t ion " - ' • ' . : . . .<• ' . , _ 

•'• Looting and P i l f e r i n g ;: • 

Troops' debarked a t TJlifrhe Ato l l on 2U March; 19%, for a day ' s 
recreation,1 a t Mog Mog I s l and . _* . " ' , • * ' 

Debarkation d r i l l s and abandon ship d r i l l s were conducted enroute to 
t a rge t area including two night debarkation d r i l l s . ^ 

, . 

at 
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CHAPTER 711 - ASSAULT PHASE 

Narrat ive account; 

LOVE DAY „ 25th Mar (Reinf) ( l e s s 1/29) landed on Green Beach #2 a t 1535 
and proceeded inland approximately1 1;OOO yards where perimeter defense was set 
up in genera l -a rea of town of HANZA and Northwest of YONTAlT AIRFIELD. I/.29 
as 6th Mar Div Res landed a t IUH5 on Green Beach #2. For a c t i v i t i e s 1/29 as 
Div Res, see 1/29 Special -Action Report (Appendix I Atchd). 

LOVE Plus 1 - Remained in Posn. 

LOIS Plus 2 • - Moved to v i c i n i t y . o f IRiMIYA, area assigned by I I I Phib 
Corps. Remained there in 1st Mar Div area as I I I Corps Res. While in t h i s 
assembly a rea 3/29 encountered 3 Hips and Nambu MG hidden in cave which they 
subsequently destroyed. A t o t a l of approximately 15 Nips were k i l l e d by Regt 
tfhile in t h i s a rea . 

LOVE Plus 3 - 2/29' assigned mission of defense 'of YONTiN AIRFIELD.' • 

LOVE Plus k -IP^ippfs 29th Mar (Reinfj rever ted to 6th Mar Div cont ro l and 
moved by marching to new assembly a rea in v i c i n i t y of'ONNA. 2/29 was re l ieved t 
a 3n of 1s t Regt. j&606pjft 1/29 rever ted to 29th Mar (Reinf) . 

LOVE p lus 5 - PfySlP 29th Mar (Reinf) a t tacked to seize 0-E l i n e in a 
column of b a t t a l i o n s . The following towns were cgstured as they proceeded up 
the West Coast toward the MOTOBU PENINSULA: ATSUTABARU, NAL&MA, IMBU, KISS, KOC, 
KOBESOKO, and CHUDA, P a t r o l s were sent to i n t e r i o r as Regt proceeded up tho ro$ 
and seized the 0-E l ine a t 112J&. Regtl CP moved to KOBESOKO. NGF employed v e r | : 
e f f ec t ive ly on town of NAKAMA during t h i s Adv. 

LOVE Plus 6 - Continued Atk to seize the 0-F l i n o , captured and secured 
tho town of NAGO which previous ly had been e f f ec t ive ly l eve l l ed by Naval Gun 
l i r e , Air S t r ikes and Arty; moved CP to NAGO, 

LOVE Plus 7 - Continued Atk to seize 0-H l i n e . 1/29 encountered Nip P l a t 
reinforced with MGs enroute to 0...H l i n e ; f a i l e d to reach 0-H l i n e in t h i s 
Bector and compelled to dig in and set up a l l round defense a t t h i s po in t ap
proximately 500 Yds from ob jec t ive . 2/29 moved l a t e r a l l y across M0T0BU PENIN
SULA to MB Coast, proceeded up NE Coast to seize Ĝ GUSUKU. 0-H l i ne secured 
a t 1/J25. 2/29 jumped off for 0-J l i ne assigned by CG, 6th Mar Div a t RCT-29 CP, 
Small groups of Nip snipers k i l l e d enroute. 

LOVE Plus 8 - 0-J l i n e secured a t £930 on SW sector by 3/29. 1/29 in 
center of Z met heavy res i s t ance in i t s push toward NARASHIDO and ITOMI. 2/25 
was ordered to organize and hold RJ on r igh t Flk of Regtl Z leading in to ITOMI,] 
I t became apparent a t t h i s time tha t Regt was developing strong enemy Posns in 
general a rea from ITOMI W to TOGUCHI. HDs in 3/29 Z of ac t ion were found to 
be e f f ec t ive ly demolished and rendered impassable by Nip employment of road 
b locks , mines and demoli t ions. P a t r o l s set out in a l l d i r e c t i o n s from 1/29 
in attempt to f ix the enemy in t h i s area . 1/29 was ordered to push forward to 
occupy and defend ITOMI for the n igh t . 1/29 engaged a strong enemy force 600 ^1 
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CRAPffiR VII - iSS-iai2&-PHASS - Narrat ive Account (Cont'd) 

S of ITOMI and was compelled to dig in f or the night «•." The'.Island of 'YAGAMA ; 
-SHIMA was p a t r o l l e d by 2/29" *o search for, suspected radio s t a t i o n . Report-
on enemy there negat ive . Thstt^ight;. Mo'rt "and1-Arty.fire r eg i s t e red .in, on 3/29 
CP causing a number, of c a s u a l t i e s . . ' . ' ' *!'•' •• • • - • • • . 

;: '..••• '• ••'•'/" • r -•'•••" " • ' ' '"'•••••'> 
.I0V2 Plus 9 - 0-K l i n e in r igh t flank of Regtl Z of ac t ion was seized' ^oy 

2/29 on the. l e f t f lank, 3/-29- seized,0-K _line and town,.^ft/TOGllGHl and p a t r o l l e d 
t o - i n t e r i o r . . 1/29 pushed forward,- but as a "result of heavy enemy a c t i v i t y was 
forced- to withdraw, to ITOMI for the n igh t . • '" ' 

LOVE; Plus 10 - Pa t ro l s from 2/29 moved SW through i n t e r i o r of" H0T03U 
PUiJIHSULA;to make'contact-with l/29-..in v i c i n i t y of ITOMI, encountered l i t t l e 
opposition and th i s tended to subs tan t ia te previous .estimate Q.£ the ..enemy . 
located in the area between ITDMI and TOGUCHI. 3/29 moved inland t'b contact 
1/29, h i t by heavy res is tance a t town pf'M t̂TNA and was compelled to ;withdraw 
in order to consol idate Posn. ,. . * " ' ' • " si 

LOTii Plus, '11 - In center of Regtl Z strong combat, p a t r o l s of two Cos moved 
out and-seized"high ground on 0-K l i n e ; .engaged enemy and ki l led ' 'approximately 
25 Hips, returned to ITOMI.on order\ t.o a id in defen$e__that a rea where strong-
enemy opposit ion was now centered. 'One Co 2/29 was-'mpved on around Peninsula 
by Rd to. town, of 3ISE andi-joine-d T>W Sen Co. < •-. 

. }1X>1E P lus 1 2 - A / 2 9 - i n attempting move toward town of KAMA Ban into ambus 
and was h i t heavily by f i r e from 20mm Duai-Jfurpose A^. Guns b e i n g u s s d here as 
ant i -personnel Wpnss Due to nature of t e r r a i n , evacuation and re-supply became 
a ser ious problem i n t h i s a rea . Hormal p a t r o l s were c a r r i e d but by a l l u n i t s . 
Approximately _35\Hips w*ere k i l l e d during day ' s a c t i v i t y . ''-

i L0V3 Plus 13 - Uth.iiar. (Reinf) .on;0 of CT, 6th Mar Div moved in on the ¥ 
and 3/29 was Atchd. F/29 a t t h i s time was Atchd "to.Div Ren Co. 29th Mar 
jumped, off frpm ITOMI. in column of 3ns ip the W to - c l ea r the IT0ML-T0GTJ6HI Rd 
and i s o l a t e enemy pocket of r es i s t ance between these -points. ' Bns moved 
S.'to. take advantage- of high ground,and employed ambushes in c l ea r ing t h i s 
area . P r i o r to commitment ;of -2/29, V^9 was h i t . and pinned d'ownby heavy f i r e 
from the high ground t o ' t h e i r f ront . Trs were ordered to dig in and hold t h i s 
ground for the n ight . 2/29 sw ng-in on l e f t f lank to strengthen_defense. 
Enemy res is tance «t. t h i s time was heavy. Ho "informa,tipn -of. number k i l l e d . 
(mi® - For a c t i v i t y of 3/29 while Atchd to Utlr Mar-, s e e ^ ^ Specia l ac t ion 

Report' - .appendix K Atchd) 

L0V3 p lus 1U - Col W. J . Whaling assumed command of 29th Mar (Reinf) 
Heavy 20mm f i r e h i t 3n CPs a t l600. This became a da i ly occurence. Heavy 
Arty end Mort f i r e and ITGF from the USS T315I2SSHB' s main b a t t e r i e s were 
placed on the area, from which the 20mm's were f i r i n g , "Vfans were' s i lenced, 
"but not put out of ac t ion . Vigorous pr. t r o l l i n g was conducted and defense 
organized on commanding high ground. That n ight enemy i n f i l t r a t i o n began 
and 2/29 was brought under he-avy Knee llort f i r e and grenade and small arms Atk 
i n f l i c t i n g approximately 35 ca sua l t i e s on the Bn. 
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LOVE Plus 15 _ Regtl Front l i n e s had advanced about 300 Yds covering mouiv 
tainous and d i f f i c u l t t e r r a i n . Supplyaadevacuation problems were most acute 
a t t h i s t ime. This was in the drive E to ef fect a juncture with the 4th Mar. 

LOVE .Plus l 6 - Atk jumped off a t ' 0800. F/29 had rever ted t o 29th Mar 
control and, on the l e f t Elk of Regt'l"Z, contacted elements of 22d Mar, des
troyed s e r i e s of concrete emplacements and a t end of per iod were within 600 
Yds of 4th Mar who were moving in from the W. Contact between u n i t s was good, 
Elements of 1/29 captured the highest ground in i t s area; k i l l e d 32 Kips, 
c.'jptured 2 - 20mm Guns. 29th Mar novr occupied 0-P l i n e . The Regtl CP was now 
located at ITOMI. Heavy Arty concentrat ions succeeded in knocking out 20mm 
Guns which has been harassing Bn GPs. These were the Wpns captured 'on LOVE Pit 
17 . • • • , . , • 

LOVE Plus 17 - Regt continued push toward'V to s e i ze and occupy 0-K l i n e ; 
p a t r o l l e d as .far as town of MAKIA; made no contact with 4th Mar; captured 5 -- 4 ^P 
20mm Guns and a number of MGs; k i l l e d approximately 16 Nips. 3/29 rever ted 
to 29th Mar control a t t h i s time and moved to ITOMI by 'Trk. 3/29 moved out N 
on t r a i l toward assigned object ive which was the high' ground in TA 0227 and 
0327. 3/29 reached i t s object ive l a t e on the night of LOVE Plus 1J . 

LOVE Plus IS - In IT of Regtl Z 3/29, from high ground, sent p a t r o l s 500 Yj 
N and to both Elks , ' e f f ec t ive ly securing area . An elaborate system of unoc
cupied trenches and caves was noted. Contact was made with 4th Mar along the 
ITOMI-TOGUCHI Rd. Enemy res i s t ance SW of ITOHI-TOGUCHI Rd had ceased. 29th 
Mar, with 3 Ens abreast and in contact with 4th Mar on l e f t , now pushed N to 
Coast in order to complete se izure and occupation of -M0T0BU PENINSULA, At 
ITOMI n igh t ly i n f i l t r a t i o n s , were experienced a t Regtl CP ' resu l t ing i n a nurabej? 
of NIPS being k i l l e d . No- casu la t i e s tp our own TRS, »•' • 

LOVE P lus 19 - At 1515 a l l 3 Bns reported tha t ' they had reached H Coast 
and encountered.no enemy a c t i v i t y enroute; were organizing ground along N 
Coast of Peninsula . P a t r o l a c t i v i t y continued. One Co was detached to p r o 
t e c t 4/15. -Ambush p a t r o l s were s e t up for n ight of LOVE p l u s 19 to p r o t e c t 
avandes 6f withdrawal to the, S .open to the enemy, '•'•* -

LOVE Plus 20 - All un i t s of 29th Mar engaged in p a t r o l s to the i n t e r i o r 
for the purpose of mopping up enemy in that a rea . Regtl CP. moved at , 09-45 
to 0529 Xray and was opera t ional a t 1040. Bns were" each assigned zones, of 

• responsibili ty and conducted da i l y vigorous p a t r o l s to mop up in t h e i r a r e a s . 
During t h i s time a few Nips were 'routed aid k i l l e d . 
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CHAPTER VII - Assault Phase (Cont 'd) 

lg. In te l l igence - see Append!* Able, • ,, • T, 

2. Ship to shore _.. ..,,,.,, 
The ship to shore movement of t he ' 29 th Mar; occurred on the 

afternoon of LOVfi DAy.- I iC7P ;s 'd^ried the' Trs toward shore . Due to t i d e 
conditions in the afternoon, i t was necessary to ef fec t a transfer^ to 
LVTs. We.proceeded from ship, to. t r a n s f e r l i n e i n a column of Cos. HO'' ,..,,, 
formation was employed from t r ans fe r .line to the beach. This g r e a t l y retarded 
the ship- to shore movement; 'LVTs were a t a premium and t h i s necess i t a t ed , , 
ferrying the Trs piecemeal as the LVTs became ava i lab le a t the t r an s f e r 
l i n e . Inasmuch as t h i s was a non - t ac t i c a l landing, ' the lack.pf, ,.:, f,-,. • 
control of the LVTs-at the t r an s f e r l i n e did not offer a ser ious problem. 
I t was discovered shor t ly t he r ea f t e r tha t the water l ine above the reef 
was neg l ig ib le and a majori ty of the Trs waded ashore a f t e r debarking from 
the LCVPs. ' Thi's r e su l t ed in d isorganizat ion of u n i t s upon a r r i v a l a t the 
beach.. Control and reorganizat ion of Trs on the beach offered a major 
problem, but i t was overcome and reorganizat ion and march to assigned 
assembly area was effected in ^minimum of t ime. At ho time was any _,.„ , ' 
information given us t ha t the reef was v i r t u a l l y dry for any per iod throughout" 
the day. 

3* Shore Par ty - jfe cpmmeht., 

^* Naval Gunfire - Sec Appondix Baker. 

5 , Air Support - goo Appendix Char l ie . . . , -

6 . A r t i l l e r y Support - S|fe Appendix Dog, 

7. Tanks 
""The t e r r a i n in the '29th Mar sec tor of MOTOBU PENIHSULA was not 

favorable for the employment of Tks. In the ac t ion around ITOMI a 
P la t of Tks was sent to the ass i s tance of 1/29, tout due t o . t h e condi t ions 
of Bds could not be employed e f f ec t i ve ly . A Tk Ln was maintained with 
Begt during the time Tks were at tached to 29th Mar, Twp P l a t s of C0 C, 6th 
Tk Bn ca r r i ed a Co of 3/29 to N.AGO g rea t l y expedit ing seizure of tha t town.• 
Our Tk Destroyers were hampered by the same l imi t a t i ons as were the Tks, 
I t was impossible as a r e su l t to determine t h e i r e f fec t iveness aa Eegt l Wpns. 

8, Amphibian Tractors 
In the movement of the 29th Mar (Reinf) from MX) across the 

Peninsula and up to TS O725 Xray, 3 LVTs were used to aid in moving r a t i o n s , 
water and f u e l . 

At GAGTTSUKU where the bridge was out these 3 LVTs aided g rea t ly 
in fe r ry ing Trs across the water. Once again narrow Rds and impassable 
adjacent t e r r a i n l imited t h e i r , u s e and in the presence of heavy r a i n s , the 
tracked veh ic les damaged the Rds to an extent which hindered Trk and jeep 
t r a v e l . These saute 3 LVTs were used t o ' supply F/29 when they were sent on 
Ren mission' to NAGABOMARJ and thence to BISB to j o i n the Div Ben Co. 'Upon 
Completion of t h i s mission' they rever ted to parent con t ro l . 
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CHAPTER VII - ASSAULT PHASE (CONT'D) 

9. Armored Amphibian Tractors 
One P l a t of Armored Amphibian Tractors operated with 2/2^ 

from IOW Plus 9 to LOVE P lus 11 as they'proceeded-up, the. NE coast; of MOTOBU 
PENINSULA. They were of. inestimable value i n supporting the :Bn a s / they pa- . 
t r o l l e d the e n t i r e sector up to.th© H entf. of•MOTOBU PENINSULA,-. Conditions of 
Hds and adjacent t e r r a i n imposed de f in i t e l imitat ions.- ' They were not employed 
a t any time as close f i r e support'Wpns. While a t tached to the Regt they sup
plemented the Cp defense, during the per iod LOVE Plus H v t o LOVE Plus 18,,' a t 
which time they were detached and rever ted to parent con t ro l . 

One P l a t of Armored Amphibian Tractors was A$chd to 3/29 on 
10 April, . 19^5. ; They functioned as /Arty exclus ively and provided exce l len t 
close f i r e support. I t cannot be ca lcu la ted how many'enemy guns they knocked 
out , but they d e f i n i t e l y succeeded in .si lencing many tha t were f i r i n g a t -our 
Trs , By v i r tue of t he i r .mob i l i t y the LVTAs were capable of f i r i n g many 
missions out of reach of ,Arty because of ex i s t ing h i l l masks. , In the absence 
of t h e i r own EOs i t was necessary to use NGE and Arty Ln to spot t h e i r f i r e . 
On April I S , 19^5 t h i s F l a t rever ted to parent con t ro l . 

During the i n i t i a l Atk received by 1/29 at ITOKI, t h e i r only 
Arty support was furnished by the 1st Armored Amphibian. Tractor Bn. <Their. :. 
f i r e support was excel lent and the Bn proved unquestionably i t s a b i l i t y to ' ' 
function as an Arty un i t and f i r e as b a t t e r i e s to lend d i r ec t c lose f i r e 
support to front l ine infant ry u n i t s . • , • > 

10. Infantry Combat '.•'.' '* 
There were no new or p a r t i c u l a r l y notable features ' in_ the Inf 

combat of t h i s campaign. As soon as the Nip Fosns in the Z of ac t ion of t h i s 
Eegt had been f ixed, t h e i r reduction fo l lo \*d a standard p a t t e r n . The Hip 
Posns took exce l len t advantage of high ground and the i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y of 
these Posns made Atk-through .heavy ctefer and over -high ground imperat ive . 

_The Jap coverage of roads and normal avenues o.f approach was 
excel lent and every e f for t to move'in. over the ea s i e r - rou t e s was met with 
s turdy and ef fec t ive r e s i s t a n c e . The enemy showed h is usual a b i l i t y to ex- . 
p l o i t t e r r a i n to maximum advantage to employ caves , p i t s and na tu ra l cover, .-' 
and t o secure maximum benef i t from his Wpns. P a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy was 
his use of 20mm AA guns as an t i -personnel Wpns. 

, Our reduction of enemy Posns followed a p a t t e r n of " r idge-
hopping" preceded by heavy f i r e s from a l l Spt Wpns. When' t h i s method was 
employed, i t \tfas poss ib le to take Nip Posns from the flank and reduce them 
in d e t a i l . Usually the- enemy when placed in t h i s Posn showed l i t t l e i nc l i na 
t ion to stand by h i s guns. Rather numerous 'Wpns and Posns were abandoned. 
No true coordinated Atks, with a l l ' u n i t s in con tac t , ac ross a wide f ron t , were 
made. The Atks, even when del ivered ' s imuitaneiously, were a s e r i e s of local 
p a t r o l act ions to seize dominating FosnVfollowed by mopping up ac t ions within 
the Z. : - ' , . . . , ' . ...... - '>" • "•"••• '/••-'•» , '^Mk 
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CHAPTER YJ1 - ASSAULT PHASE (C01JTID) ' " 

Infant ry combat from our po in t of view showed the continued 
necess i ty for careful Tng of a l l ind iv idua ls in bas ic sub jec t s and for r i g id 
control of u n i t s by Tr l e a d e r s . • 

1 1 . Communications - see Annex G,. 

12. Engineers -' see Annex H (QVERLAY) 

13. Medical • see Annex I 

1^. Supply &.logistics -' 
'a.,,. All types of mounting out suppl ies were-' su f f i c i en t . . . 'Units were 

supplied with equipment and supplies as p e r Div Adm Os p r i o r to Opn. 

: " Class I : Ex t ra components of the "B" r a t i on with the 10- in - l 
ra t ion were eager ly accepted. Trs p r e f e r t h i s r a the r than the "B" r a t ion in 
i t s e n t i r e t y . F r u i t and f r u i t j u i c e s were in g rea t demand and were eaten and 
drank so to speak on the run. Coffee'was in g rea t demand. \: |fewtype "C" 
ra t ions , were the h i t -o f the opera t ion . Trs l i k e them b e t t e r than the 1 0 - i n - l 
because theyewere e a s i e r to handle. 

1 . . Class I I : All vehic les functioned wel l . Jeeps and jeep 
t r a i l e r s with weasels were the main source of t r anspor t a t ion from regiment to 
b a t t a l i o n . 2-1/2 ton 6x6 t rucks were in grea t demand end regiments should 
have t h e i r own t r a i n s . I t should be remembered t h a t l*ton t rucks often could 
pass over br idges with suppl ies t h a t could not hold- 2-1/2 ton t rucks . Al
though the p a r t i c u l a r type L-ton trucks now in use were not idea l because of 
mechanical f a i l u r e or because the body was not idea l foy bulky cargo, one-ton 
trucks however, did serve us well in many cases . 

Class I I I : Fuel was never lacking. I t was ava i lab le and drawn 
by us whenever needed. However, fue l hand pumps should be more p l e n t i f u l down 
t$ include r i f l e companies. When ou r companies operated independently," t h e i r 
vehicles have to t r a v e l great d is tances f o r refuel ing . Even though drums of 
fuel were issued to them, much,waste was not iced when vehicles were refueled 
by backyard methods. Radio jeeps and ambulance jeeps served 100$ mechanically 
and otherwise. 

Class IV: Clothing was i n su f f i c i en t quant i ty . In t h i s type 
of t e r r a i n foxholes are always muddy or damp in the night «nd during heavy 
rains the poncho i s unsa t i s f ac to ry and urivieldy. I t becomes e a s i l y mud-soaked 
and heavy and troops throw them away. The new type combat j acke t i s in demand 
and i t i s very good fo r bivouac a reas in t h i s c l ima te . 

782 Equipment: She l te r Halfs l ide the poncho are outmoded. A 
l i g h t oblong rubberized mater ia l with holes along the edges with small ropes 
would be i d e a l . Almost every s h e l t e r half discarded was mud-soaked and was 
not s a t i s f a c t o r y cover for one ind iv idua l . At presen t a tour of t h i s r eg i 
mental area w i l l show men l i v i n g under everything but s h e l t e r h a l f s . All o ther 
782 equipment was s a t i s f a c t o r y . 
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CHiSPTBH VII - ASSiflJLT PHASE (COHT'D) '.-

Class V: All types of ammunition was avai lable and u^ed. Trip 
f l a r e s were used in conjunction with booby t raps and in almost every»b&ee -'•• 
i n f i l t r a t i o n was completely stamped out immediately. , . . . 

b . He supply -"excellent. • 

c . P a l l e t i z e d Cargo: No p a l l e t i z e d cargo.,was used. Barbed wire 
and p i cke t s were i n i t i a l l y loaded during embarkation, but were'never used. 

demand. 
d, . D i s t i l l e r s : D i s t i l l e r s used by-Engineers adequate and in* 

e . Water P u r i f i c a t i o n : Water p u r i f i c a t i o n adequate and in demand. 
At t h i s time i t should be recommended tha t each infantry company have one or 
more small water pumps. Many'' wells and small streams can supply water for 
bathing and washing of clothes.*'' To f u l f i l l medical requirements i t i s ira .̂ 
possible* with t r anspor ta t ion "Available to supply regimental un i t s with water 
for bathing and' washing of c lo thes . , 

4 

15. Publ ic Relations *• . -,. . . '" ' ' 1 

The three combat correspondents of t h i s organizat ion together 
with the regimental photographers performed the following dut ies during the 
per iod plztyp - 302%); ' , » ; • • • ' . 

130 news s t o r i e s forwarded to Headquarters Marine Corps. 
1+magazine, s t o r i e s forwarded to Headquarters Marine Corps. 
8 news s t o r i e s picked up by c i v i l i a n p res s for radio ' re lay 

to, ti.'s.:' •"/• • • , ' . ' . . ' r 
3 canned radio broadcasts arranged and recorded. 

15 film packs forwarded to ClllCPiC. 
» ' " 

16. Mi l i t a ry Government ' * • ' •< • ' • • . '. , , _ .. . 
(a) Mi l i t a ry Government Personnel maintained constant l i a i s o n 

during the operat ion and rendered ass i s tance in the evacuation of c i v i l i a n s 
from combat a reas . Fur ther , reqiie'sts for nat ive labor.we.re net promptly and 
cheerfu l ly . * . ? ; • • .' 

* 
(b) I t , i s recommended tha t the following changes be made in 

the method now employed in handling c i v i l i a n s : >• _ .'„ 
That a l l c i v i l i a n s be handle'd by t h e ' S - l Se.ction: ... 
That one tof the two (2) Japanese language I6ff:icers assigned to' each 

regiment be employed by the' S-l Section to in te r roga te , a l l c i v i l i a n s 
and to i s o l a t e those of doubtful character and thqse, who possess 
valuable information. 

That POWs and those c i v i l i a n s i s o l a t e d by the S-l Section be turned 
over to S_2 for fu r ther in t e r roga t ion by a Japanese language o f f i ce r 
assigned to tha t sect ion and tha t d i spos i t ion of such persons be made 
by S-2. "" "*•**' 
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CHAPTER VII - ASSAULT PHASE (CONT'D) 

17. Special Reconnaissance Missions. 
Special Reconnaissance Missions assigned the 29th M&r (Reinf) 

included the following i s l ands ; .7 .. '.*,-•• i • 

YA&AMA SHIMA, where a radio jamming s t a t i on was suspected, 
SESOKO SHIMA, 

' KOURI SHIMA, ••'•• ' • : • . . ; • 
. YAGACM SHIMA. • ' . . •* \\:'

:h;y- -v"- • • ,.. : 

.' , Phys ica l occupation of YAGAMASHIMA was accomplished "by 2/29 
t u t not enemy reported; nb 'radio a c t i v i t y uncovered. '.The other three island-
reconnaissances were cancel led as a r e su l t of e a r l i e r reconnaissance "by the 
Division: Recpnnaissance Company which showed no enemy a c t i v i t y ' t he re . These 
is lands were l a t e r p a t r o l l e d as pa r t of the 29th Mar. phase of the 6th Mar Div 
defense plan.'of MCTOBU PENINSULA.' "-.'.... '* •'"'" ' 

. - • • • • • . ••'-' -'.'.•.'-.•• 
•"-*•",". ', 2/29. was assigned a reconnaissanpe..mission of tIBTBH CO and 

OBSERVATORY HILL where they uncovered 2 Naval Torpedoes, 50' f l oa t i ng mines,,--
10 tape-measure mines and 5" a e r i a l hand smoke; bombs. The radio s t a t i on \<ias '. 
discovered and destroyed in t h i s a rea and the observatory proved' to be non-. 
operational* ' ' ' . 

" One Comnany -prior to phys ica l occupation of e n t i r e MOTOBTJ • 
FEHINSULA made reconnaissance of road from NARASHIDO to BISE a t which point 
they-were a t t a c h e d t o Division Reconnaissance Company and engaged in ac t ive 
patro.ls for two day? with them. . .- > • ' . > ' . 

18. War_Dog& - see Appendix How," ...',. ' .. ' ..' ' - •'-'" „;• • 
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CHaPTES VIII .. Enemy Tact ics 

Enemy t a c t i c s , as p r a c t i c e d on the northern p a r t of Okinawa, consis ted 
mainly of delaying ac t ion in the form'of small p a t r o l s , ambushes, and systematic 
des t ruc t ion of routes of communication and supply. Enemy a r t i l l e r y and Mortar 
f i r e was outstanding in i t s effect iveness throughout the operat ion; 20mm 
and 25nm M and dual-purpose guns were used frequent ly and e f fec t ive ly as 
in fan t ry defensive weapons. .• ' "" " ' " 

Emmy continued to prove tha t t h e i r un i t commanders had an exce l l en t 
mastery of t e r r a i n apprecia t ion and use of cover and concealment. Their 
movement a t night was of the standard p a t t e r n . On two spec i f i c occasions 
they moved through wooded areas to within several hundred yards of our 
l i n e s and lobbed in knee mortars . Their pos i t i on was r ead i l y apparent 
due to the noise and shouting p rac t i ced by them once in p o s i t i o n . 

Nanbus and knee mortars continued .to prove themselves the most e f fec
t i ve short-range weapons of the enemy as they f igured "largely in t h e i r auw • 
bushes and attempted night a t t acks . . 

On one occasion a company, moving a f t e r dark, was followed by a 
number of Hips who entered the b a t t a l i o n bivouac area , se t up l i g h t machine 
guns, and placed grenades under j e eps , e f fec t ive ly d i sab l ing the^jeep and 
wounding several men. In the ensuing gunfire they escaped. 

••** 
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CHAPTER IX _ RESULTS'OF OPERATIONS 

1. 1/29 in Div Res secured ZiMPA-MrSiKl PSHlHSlHrA, an area of approximately 
2.9 Square mi les . After eecuring th i s , pen insu la , I/29 was at tached to the 22d Mar. 
For area secured by 1/29 while a t t ached . to 22d Mar eee 1/29 ??-nd 22d ka r Special 
Action Reports. ' ; .. ,. ... .... 

**- • •>'••'», V... ..$••" 
On L0V3 Plus 5, 1/29 rever ted to 29th ilar^coritroT and 29th Mar (Reinf) 

moved into front l i n e s a t town of 01WA and continued the a t tack from tha t p o i n t . 
In securing i t s ' a s s igned , zones on the Isthmus from OSS A to 'HiifiO, t h i s regiment : 
secured an area of approximately 17 square miles . .,-,• •. 

• • ' • . . • ' . . •...-',• • ,T' '• "'•'••"«. 
Area secured on M0T03U PENIUSULA-'by..29th Mar...(Reinf) was approximately 

33 Square mi les . Total a rea secured by 29th Mar (Reinf) was. approximately. , 
52.5 miles.:;< : ' , / . ' " ' , -•'•'' - ' 

Enemy Casualties 

"• - KIA 
POW 

32s* 
• 3 

ill PS: 
306* 
Ik 

TOTAL . 
1102.; 

23 •••! 

* 1/29 - ' includes l i p s KIA while .itchd t.o 22d' &ar.;: 

• . . r . ' ': !* 3/29 - includes. 180 Hips KIA while a t tached 'to 4th Mar; 
•olus 300 c red i ted to 3/29 by 4tk*Mar» 

• - t * • 
Operational Mater ia l Damage to,Enemy " • • ' • ' - • 

description- . . . , ' " " < • . . . • • 
25mm Dual Purpose Guns. 
13mm Machine Guns 

•• BiGs Raharabu 96 & 99, ,256 & .303 Cal & FPmbu. :- ...:•„. ,. '.' 
•13.2mm Machine Guns ' • , • - . . . 
IKGs Rhambu S'S'tf 9$\v :2$B & .303 ca l ' (C red i t ed to"3/29.-by HtbKar. 
HiGs Model I932 Hotchfeis*' .303 .ca l . 
Lewis Guns ,30 c a l . _ - . , ; . • ; . • 
Grenade Dischargers'(Knee Mortars) Model 89, 
DP llOmm Double Mount*1 Ai. Guns. •' '. . / . . ' - > 
75mm A r t i l l e r y Piece6 . . . 
Mines, f loa t ing . 
Mines, tape-measure. '• ..* " - ' 

• Bombs, a e r i a l smoke, " . . . 
Dump cont.fining 150 Rds UOmm AA, Am.. • ' •• 
qH %>s (Clothing, foo:d,"Med Supq,. e t c ) . 
Large^Storage Dps (food, c lo th ing , e t c ) . ' * ' ; ' ' " 
Caves containing small arms Am and. grenades. 

O'wn Losses •; 
•0 

(a) KIA - ' ' * 3 Os 
(b) \-TLA _ 15 Os 
(c) MIA - IDlffi 

- 65 iinl. 
•» 200 Enl. • :/•' 

- U Z(>7 
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cmpEia Comments, and .Recommendations 

S*.l Section: 

1. I t i s recommended tha t replacements be t ransported from higher 
echelons to lower echelons in vehic les provided by the. former. Col lect ing 
replacements from beaches p laces a s trair i 'oi i the l imi ted t ranspor ta t ion '." 
ava i lab le to a regiment. .„ • "•. -" 

2. I t i s recommended tha t c a s u a l t i e s be re-equipped upon discharge 
from f i e l d h o s p i t a l s in the same manner "in which.they were equipped upon 
a r r i v a l . In many ins tances men evacuated for minor wounds and sickness 
requi r ing short convalescent per iods have returned to duty with l i t t l e 
more than the c lo th ing they were wearing. In no case have they been equipped 
with the weapon and ammunition they were carrying upon admission. 

3 . I t i s recommended tha t a casua l ty repor t ing system be changed so 
tha t no e f for t i s made to d i s t ingu i sh between men injured in ac t ion and those i 

. i n ju red in any other s t a t u s . I t i s so d i f f i c u l t to determine the ac tua l 
causa of in jury tha t any attempt to do so should be disregarded j u s t so 
long as in jury r e s u l t s in l ine of duty and not from misconduct. 

S~2 Section; •-" 

1 . Insuf f ic ien t language personnel ' was ava i lab le and since i n t e r p r e t e r s 
are not organic toregiment, they were moved about by higher echelon a t times 
without regard to wishes of regiment. , < 

> 2 . I t i s recommended t h a t t h e Table.of Organization for the Regimental 
S-2 Section be a l t e r e d to include language*-personnel as organic to ' reg iment . 

S-3 Section: 

1 . .fill support weapons functioned e f f i c i e n t l y . Arty and NGP were 
employed f requent ly and with t e l l i n g e f f e c t . Liaison personnel cooperated 
e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y throughout. On severa l occasions these, l i a i s o n p a r t i e s 
maintained t a c t i c a l communication for the regiment through t h e i r f a c i l i t i e s , 
g r e a t l y a l l e v i a t i n g a serious-communication s i t u a t i o n . ' 

2 . Communication, .due to d i s t ance , t e r ra in , , and . in te r fe rence , and s p i l l 
over from more powerful s t a t i ons in radio n e t s , was often d i f f i c u l t . It- i s 
be l ieved tha t t h i s condition was inherent i n the s i t u a t i o n and no remedial 
measures were neglected. "• 

3. Support f i r e s and a i r s t r i k e s ca l l ed by higher 'echelon shculd be 
handled through l i a i s o n personnel of the regiments and* b a t t a l i o n s on the 
l i n e . Fa i lu re to do t h i s r e s u l t s in confusion, dupl ica t ion of e 'ffort, and 
t ccas iona l damage to own t roops , 

4. On two separate days, requests for a e r i a l reconnaissance of the"* 
a rea immediately i n front of t h i s regiment were made. Although OYs were 
observed over the area in quest ion, no repor t s of reconnaissance were 
received. 

< « 
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ill-

Chapter X - Comments and Recommendations 

S-l SVction ('Cont'd) ' /• 

5i I t i s f e l t t h a t the M29C could be of'much g rea t e r value as a 
t a c t i c a l and communication vehic le , However, to be worthwhile,' the vehicle 
should be issued on a bas is of 2 pe r b a t t a l i o n and 3 VeT .regimental head
quar te r s , and a much l a rge r s to re of r epa i r r>arts should be ca r r i ed . As 
the matter s t ands , the M29C while p o t e n t i a l l y of grea t value, cannot be 
counted on for "sustained a c t i v i t y , . 

S-U Section: :: * • • "•" ^ -

Class* I I : More weasels should be issued to in fan t ry regiments, 2g- ton 
6x6 trucks are in great ' demand aad regiments should have t h e i r own t r a i n s . 

Class I I I : Fuel hand pumps should b'e more p l e n t i f u l dpwn to include 
r i f l e companies, Each infant ry regiment should have a medium bu l l dozer 
with blade in i t s Motor Transport"Section, Many times during the pas t 
operation in the regimental a rea vehicles and t e r r a i n needed the a s s i s t ance 
of do'zers and-engineers were e i t h e r too busy or too f a r away for immediate 
assistance' , >• 

Class I ? : Provis ions-should be made fo r a complete issue of u t i l i t y 
s u i t s and underclothing every 1$ days to un i t s d i r e c t l y i n contact with 
the .enemy, A power-driven decontaminating apparatus fo r delousing salvaged 
c lo thes , thus making them avail ;b le for r e - i s s u e , should be 'ad organic 
piece of regimental equipment. ' ' 

Shore P a r t y : Control of shore p a r t y labor was shocking. Shore Pa r ty 
personnel r i f l e d c lothing r o l l s , bedding r o U s , "and sea bags. Organizat ional 
equipment was mishandled and l o s t , F ie ld ranges were s t r ipped of burners 
and ranges were uncrated and used oh the beaches. Lack of supervision was 
apparent, . ' ' , ' , 

Engineers: The pas t operat ion has shown the* need for a change in the 
use of engineers during combat as now conceived. The present engineer 
ba t t a l i on setup may be idea l for r ea r areas or for permanent camp s i t e s , 
but in combat and in fast-amoving s i t u a t i o n s , i t does not s u i t our needs. 
In fast-moving s i t ua t i ons they must be f l ex ib le and should be d i r e c t l y under 
the S_U i f a t tached to regiment. Subject u n i t s should be divided i'nto two 
groups _ heavy equipment group and l i g h t equipment group. :The" l i g h t group 
should be equipped with shovels , p i c k s , crowbars, buck saws', hand water 
pumps, demolit ions, e t c . In addi t ion the l i g h t equipment group should be 
motorized and broken in to three teams, each te'am consis t ing of two or 
three 2\ ton 6x6 trucks (two cargo, one dump) and f i f t een men; but heavy 
equipment with i t s dozers, s c rape r s , g rade r s , shovels , e tc , , " i s unnecessary 
in the immediate a s sau l t echelon, I t should follow, making permanent the 
r«ad and bridge or by-pass repa i r s i n i t i a t e d by the l i g h t equipment group. 
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CHAPTER VII - ASSAULT PHASE «. APPENDIX ABLE - In te l l igence . . 

I . General! 
• > • ' * •> »-

The d i f f i c u l t i e s encountered on t h i s operat ion by in t e l l i gence personnel 
Were caused p r i n c i p a l l y by the rapid movement and the wide zone- of act ion 
assigned to t h i s organiza t ion , which precluded the most e f fec t ive use of 
regimental obse'rvation pos ts and S-2 p a t r o l s . 
Language personnel , although too few in number, did an excel lent job 6T 
producing m i l i t a r y information and handling c i v i l i a n s . 

A. In t e l l i gence : . . .'. 
1. Reconnaissance: ' 

a. P a t r o l s : " Throughout movement of the BCT up the i s l and 
from Y0NIA5T to NiCO, p a t r o l s were detached from the lead
ing b a t t a l i o n and sent i n to the i n t e r i o r up to" the cen te r 
of the isthmus. In the ear ly ' s tage ' s of the* MOTOBU cam-' 

' " . , ' paign, extensive "p'a'trolling was' c a r r i ed but by a l l u n i t s . 
. . " , .' Combat p a r t r o l s ' o f platoon and even company s t reng th were 

employed to seek confirmation of repor ts as to the 
s t reng th and d i spos i t ions of the enemy forces iff the ''• *' 
i n t e r i o r of the MOTOBU PEHIKSULA, Reconnaissance of the 

.' . coas ta l areas. Was ca r r i ed out "by elements of "2/29\&nd 
..t 3/29 as well as by the Division Reconnaissance Company. 

.All p a t r o l s sent out were accompanied by membe'rs 'of both 
b a t t a l i o n and regimental i n t e l l i gence sec t ions . In 
addi t ion , regimental scout observers were made ava i lab le 
to b a t t a l i o n in t e l l i gence o f f i ce r s when t h e i r proper, 

" r e s o u r c e s were overtaxed," J r'''. •;,.-

b . Aerial photographs arid i n t e r p r e t a t i o n reports as well as 
rdports from HGF, Air Lia is ion ar id 'Ar t i l le ry spot planes 
were used in c lose conjunction with ground i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

2 . 'Observat ion P o s t s : "'-.'/ :; 

a. Organization and conduct of observation pos t s was in ac 
cordance 'with the SOP for t h i s organiza t ion . However, due 
to the fast-moving s i t ua t i on and ' the large zone of ac t ion 
covered by t h i s organiza t ion , on only one occasion'was a 
regimental observation post' e f f ec t ive ly se t up. That OP 
was located on BESEHA MISAKI, and was used to afford 
observation of the 'southern shore of MOTOBU PEUIUSULA 
during'movement of the RCT to NAGOs* ''• 

3 . Pr i soners of War: 
a i ' In ter rogat ion-of both c i v i l i a n and 'mi l i t a ry POWs. was car 

r i ed out b r i e f l y a t j b a t t a l i o n l eve l , and'more extens ive ly 
a t RCT headquarters 'before sending" pr i soners back to *' 
higher echelon. 

b . The information gained from both c i v i l i a n and m i l i t a r y 
p r i soners proved of considerable value. The composition, 
s t r eng th , and, in some case , d i spos i t ions of enemy 
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CKAFTSR VII - JJppHTDIS .ABLE-- In to l l igcnt rs j fcoa t 'd ) . . 

troops in the MOTOBTJ'area were made known before ac tua l 
contact with the enemy had been reached. Subsequent 
operat ions confirmed the i n t e l l i gence thus obtained in 
a l l resnec ts . 

. k. Captured Documents: , 
a. Documents were gathered by co l l ec t ion teams a t both ba t 

t a l i o n and ..regimental l e v e l s . When judged of immediate 
value by the language personnel a t tached, these documents 
were forwarded to, higher echelon immediately. Otherwise, 
documents were forwarded in bulk by f i r s t ava i lab le t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n . 

b . Some maps proved to be of immediate value to the captur
ing u n i t , but in most c a se s , - a hasty study of documents • 
showed them to be of pure ly s t r a t e g i c or long range value 
and t l e y were accordingly forwarded to higher echelon 
for fur ther evaluat ion and t r an s l a t i on . 

5. Personnel:^ 
,'.- - a. Organisation of i n t e l l i gence personnel in th i s organiza

t ion was in conformity uitln SOP. 

b . Training of -oersonnel proved, to have been e x c e l l e n t . 
In te l l igence personnel i n - a l l echelons of t h i s command 
were a t a l l times able to deal,.,competently with the 
s i t u a t i o n tha t confronted them. ..'""',' 

B. Counter I n t e l l i g e n c e : • 
I.- Counter In te l l igence Plan: 

• a. In accordance with ^nnex. "ft", Qpn Ord 1-^5; 29'th HOT. 

2. Secrecy Disc ip l ine : 
a. F r io r to embarkation, t h i s organizat ion maintained a 

Black Chamber to which admittance was obtained only 
with signed armroval of the Commanding" Officer . P r i o r 
to departure from the rendezvous area , fto. information 
was given the troops in accordance with orders from 
higher echelon, .' > •'. 

3 . Concealment:: 
a. Camouflage dis oi-oline was observed throughout t h i s 

organizat ion under the supervision of the Regimental 
and b a t t a l i o n camouflage o f f i c e r s . 

b . Use of cover and concealment was not adequately taken 
advantage of by ind iv idua ls and small groups such as 
the crews of weapons. 

- 2 -
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CHiPlw* VII ~ &pw$lX ABLS-vIntel l igene<rfCont 'd) ; 

k. F e i n t s , demonstrations and Buses: 
a. Kcne employed "by th i s organizat ion save t r a i l aabushea, 

5 . Signal Communications Securi ty: ' 
;;a, Securi ty measures were observed, by a l l communications 

personnel i n t h i s organiza t ion . In several ins tances , 
however, s ta f f sect ion members r i sked compromising the 
shackle code through i n a b i l i t y of the na r ty they were 
c a l l i n g to decode. 

6. Oounterpropaganda: 
a. Use of countemropnganda was l a rge ly l imi ted to indoc

t r i n a t i o n of c i v i l i a n s in occupied areas who s t i l l 
bel ieved wholeheartedly the enemy claim that our troops 
would engage in wholesale murder and rape, Through 
language personnel , the fa lacy of t h i s b e l i e f wae 
f i n a l l y explained to them. Very soon a f te r moving in to 
an area , the majori ty of the c i v i l i a n s were persuaded 

. to leave t h e i r caves* without £»ar for t h e i r personal 
. • sa fe ty . ~3Q na t ives were encountered a f t e r the f i r s t 

few days who did not respond to kind treatment, and 
who were not persuaded to re turn to normal l i v i n g 
conditions id.thin the l imi t a t i ons necess i t a t ed by 

'- .mili tary opera t ions . ' . -

C, Staff Work: 
1. U t i l i z a t i o n cf i n t e l l i gence personnel was in accordance with 

the 'SO? for t h i s organizat ion. 

2, haps and photographs were d i s t r i bu t ed as received from higher 
echelon* Photographs of des i red scale of spec i f ic areas proved 
d i f f i c u l t to obtain in t ime, and frequently did not afford very 

. complete coverage as per phot* reques t s . 

D, Propaganda: 
1. See subparagraph 6 above. 

2. IJo enemy pror>,aganda save that re-oorted by higher echelon was 
noted. 

E, Enemy: • 
1. Enemy morale ranged 'from good, in the case of regular t roops , 

to poor, in the case of Home Guards (30STAI). Members of 
-. , the Home Guard showed l i t t l e or no enthusiasm for the m i l i -

' ' '; .•• , , t a ry profession* They read i ly threw away t h e i r weapons, when 
- they had any, and often deserted or surrendered. 

2. .Order of B a t t l e : fe *S*S&â ! 
UDO Force (Colonel Takehfko UDO, Conmanding) 

2d'B», 2d Inf Unit; UUth 1MB (Major SATO, Commanding) 
Headquarte rs 

J 
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Hth Company , •••*.«,.;• . «". -"' r '" , 
' 6 t h Company * ,. ' .>• ' '* • '*» 

2d"MG Company * 
AT U n i t ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J . . * 500 Os & E n l 

* ' * 
1s t Btry, 100th Ind Arty Bn 
9 t h Haval Gun U n i t ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 100 Os & Bnl 
•33<1 Midget- Sub Unit ' ; \ \ ' -...,-. 

.-, \ . 27'th Torpedo Boat Unit '.,„ . -
". ' '• . IMOTO TAI (Haval Labor Unit) ,•""..••*; 

Y.AMAME Ti l (Haval Labor U n i t ) . . . . . . ' . . . Jp.O Os &;Enl 
1st P l a t 1st Co, 26th Ship. Engr . . . . . . 55 Os & Bnl 
1st GOODTAI (Veterans Unit) 
2d GOKYOTAI (Veterans Unit) 
3d YUGEKITAI Commando Unit . 
Uth' TOGEBfclHAI Commando Unit . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 0s & Enl 
225 Special Guard Company 
Misc. Special Service Troops 66 Os- & Enl 
Regt l . Gun Unit (2 - 75™» Guns) . . . . . . -6o Os '& Enl 

TOTAL 1281 Os & E n l 

3 . Organization (Hew Developments): 
a. Hone except use of impressed Okinawan c i v i l i a n s as 

Home Guards. 

U. Equipment (Hew Developments): 
a. The following items of new equipment were found and 

turned in to higher echelon for ordnance a n a l y s i s : 
(1) Frangible p o t t e r y grenade. 
(2) Bangalore Socket 
(3) Wood Box Type AT Mine with P i c r i c Acid F i l l e r . 
(h) AT - "Throw Mine"; s imi la r to "Lunge Mine" r epo r t 

ed by Army in P h i l i p p i n e s . 

5 . Tac t ics : 
The enemy set up defenses in depth of strong h i l l p o s i t i o n s . 
These were manned with the usual Japanese e f f i c iency a t 
t h i s type of f i g h t i n g . The enemy made e f fec t ive use of 
road blocks , mines, booby t raps and other demolitions tc 
r e t a r d our advance and to render the road net unserv ice
able to u s . The enemy car r ied out g u e r i l l a and p a t r o l 
warfare with a view to forcing our frequent deployment, 
re ta rd ing our advance and gaining kno"ledge of our d i s 
pos i t i ons and s t reng th . This type of f ight ing was inef
fec t ive because of the low c a l i b e r of t roops employed. 

6. Emplacements: 
Almost a l l enemy emplacements were in the form of caves 
dug into the sides of h i l l s , c l i f f s and embankments. 
Many of these were reve t ted with log supports . Caves 
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CHiPOEH VII » ippiaTpix iiBLE - I n t o l H g e n e * ( b o n t ' d . ) r.-

were Connected and self-supnortine, , .Pew concrete p c s i -
t ions wore found save submarine pens . I!o p o s i t i e n s dif
fered from types prev ious ly encountered. 

' ' ' ' *' * *»»- i i • i ' 
7. l o g i s t i c s : 

Our contro l of the major "roads ea r ly in the campaign 
paralysed the 'e'rieWy'-s t r anspor t , casued him to abandon 
his dumps, and to uee his motor t ranspor t as read blocks, 
The enemy was thus . forced to re ly on those s tores that 

-:'-' were accumulated in the areas he chose tc defend as 
s t rongpolnts . '• 

• * * 4 • • 
I I Becommendations: 

See,Chapter X of Special Action fieport under S-2. 

I I I .Appendicesi 

See at tached enclosures . 

L. G. RICHARDSON, 
Major, TJSMOB, 
S-2. 
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CEAP1EB VII - JPBJ3TSIX ABLEfc - ItAtatogwexr (Cont 'd . ) 

iPFEl-TDlX -J. 

29 th Marine*, 
H0I03U PEUI15SULA, 
OKIIUWA JTMA, 

S-2 Summary: 

FOW reports and reconnaissance p a t r o l information indica te r e s i s t ance IT 
i f the ITOMI-TOGUCHI Boad, wi l l consis t of small numbers' of Haval Garrison 
trooxis, remnants of. the UBO S'orce, and'-BOETAI .elements. 

" . ; ' ; • ' • • * ' ' , : • - . . • J -ft • - , • ' • • / . ' r •'•..' / ; " 
I t i s probable that;.the t o t a l s t reng th of .enemy effec t ives i s ' 36O to '̂pOO 

officers and e n l i s t e d , _ with .only a'few sup-oorting weapons, 30iiTAI' t r oops are 
frequently armed only with grenades,and. often attempt to deser t , "bu t w i l l 
fight when cornered. 

OKIHAWAU males of m i l i t a r y age taken- by our troops should be searched and 
escorted to this , .headquarters . All o ther c i v i l i a n s should-be 6-tar'ted toward 
the rear , under "guard when •po-ssib.le... . ' . ''•'.-' 

L. G. •BIOJUaDSDN, 
Kajo*, USiiGB'V '•-• 
S-2. 
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CHAPTEH VII - JfeparoiX iBLIT - •'Intolll-gdnetf t C o n t ' d . ) 

APPENDIX" I I 

29th Marines, 
MOTOBU PENSINSULA, 
OKINAWA JIMA, 

S-2 Estimate as of t h i s date and time. 

Total enemy forces in i n t e r i o r of MOTOBU PENINSULA i s est imated at 
between 1,000 and 2,000, Of t h i s t o t a l , 500 or more are probcdbly Naval 
Personnel from UNTEN, Rnd Okinawan conscr ipts (BOETAI) and are located 
N #«« the ITOMI-TOGUCHI Boad. A more compact fo rce , which may be the UDO 
Unit i s located S of MANNA on high ground. ..* 

Enemy c a p a b i l i t i e s : 

1. To conduct delaying ac t ion with use of.deep supporting f i r e s -
from 20 and 2§mm cannon and mortars . 

. 2 . To .'defend a s t r i d e the ITOMI-TOGUCHI Road.with one or two 
"company s t rength , making use of f lanking f i r e s from N, 

3« To a t tack on one or both of our f lanks a t any time, and with a 
s t rength of two companies ( p l u s ) . 

I , Gy RICHARDSON, 
Major, USMCB, 
S-2. 
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3HJP3SK VII-ikpp.-ranJlX ji3L3 » In t e l l i gence (Cont'd*):' 

* [11 \ . /••'•• :••'• ^ F E r o r . . | ; x • • ;••; 

Extracts S- 2/5 Journali .;,."• -
From: • 
lo • :"-

TItffi 3A3SZ) Inc idents , liegs^ Orders^ Etc , 

£)8£823 , Bad f r : Mv Co l /29 has Mr through K-iGO 

^ 9 3 1 Had Fr: Item Go.'on Coast Rd near ly on, 
0"b,j, Geroge Co j,ust behind preparing' ' to 
send out p a t r o l s as assigned; How Co 

. p a t r o l l e d to Q618 Charli'e ( l ) , c i v i l i an ' 
speaking English captured. 

t . • ' • ' . „ • . 
£>Slp2p Tp''Fr: 2/25 on Oboe-How Line, 

PS112P Had "To: Civlian repor t s Ifip un i t com
manded hy a Col at' O32U How & Item; be-

. . l ieved s t i l l there* 

/&81207 Had Fr G_2: 6th Engr report Jap a e r i a l 
bomb on "bridge a t .-0918 How (>2-) '• '-'' '" 

^8133)6 ' MsgCtr to Div: M "beyond 0019 George- -to ' 
' 9720 .Sugar reported impa'ssable due to mine 

f i e l d s . Reported "by 6-tb, Ren Co who i s 
sending Ren p a r t y out . Our Trs' are a t 
0119&enrge. • " 

•ACTIOIT 

X*S,M$ G-3<r 

2/29, 3/29 

X,S,n, Gw2, 
G-3, V 2 9 . " 
2/29. 

X,S,M,Gi_3, 
1/23, 3/29.-

X . S . M ; G - 2 , 

1/29, 2/29, 

3/29, RcnCq, 

X,S,Ii, DemO. 

f ;* 1 

- g -
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GHJPB31 711 - ASSAULT PHASE - APPENDIX Baker -. 'Naval Gunfire.' -

Naval Gunfire was employed da i ly by the 29th Marines subsequent to. 
date of committment. A t o t a l of 52 missions were ca l l ed -for. -The g rea t e* 
number of these missions were, £n. .dt*ep imppWt df~ i'he 'infantry, numerous' 
missions were ca l l ed for by 'the Division Commander, but were f i red and con
t r o l l e d by regiment when the t a rge t s were near the regimental zone of ac t i on . 
On three of the l a t t e r missions, ahfl re. Jf Ire., 'efcntrol was employed. Because 
rugged t e r r a i n masked observation'," the remainder of the deep supporting mis
sions were f i r ed with plane spot , . On such missions type ,pf t a r g e t , t a rge t . 
loca t ion , aad l imi t s of l ine of ' f ire were designated by the'regimental"Naval 
l i a i s o n o f f i ce r . . »;•..•. - I ,v..v. 

Extensive close sup-oorting f i r e was called, for by the 3rd Ba t t a l ion , 
29th Marines, during the strong enemy resi&-ta-nC.e-*e*ncount'ered by them on 9, ; r 
10, 11, and 12 Apr i l , 19^5* .Moreover, one mis.sion ca l l ed "by divis ion and 
two missions ca l l ed for by regiment were a c t u a l l y .in clqle.isupport of the 
in fan t ry , and: were ' f i red with Shore Fi re con t ro l . , . . , . » 

* '• '•>.'> 
Ships f i r e was accura te . In every "instance the i n i t i a l ' a d j u s t i n g 

salvo was vary close to the t a rge t designated. .On 11 Apri l , , .I9H5, the N.S.S. 
FOB.TLALJD f i r e d her i n i t i a l salvo with a time of f l i g h t / This snlvo was only • 
300 yards over in: range and $0 yards r igh t in def lec t ion , Night haras sing-
f i r e was employed,on'10 and 11 .April, l9^5«--by i n d i r e c t f i r e with no shore 
f i r e con t ro l . No casua l t i e s o r embarrassment to f r iendly troops r e su l t ed from 
these missions, ' , , , . < . ' . . 

The effect iveness of Naval Gunfire was lessened by three fac tors beyond- . 
the control of Naval Liaison teams: _ ,. • . , __,,.'.,, 

(l.) Relief of ships at non^scheduled times.. , . .,, m 
(2) Ships frequently secured s t a t i o n - p r i o r to ,the a r r i v a l of 

t h e i r relief. . ' .-. - . •'• ' •. *.j- - -
(3) 70Ps frequent ly secured s t a t i o n p r i o j . ' t p the a r r i v a l of 

t h e i r r e l i e f . This necess i t a ted needless delay in b r i e f 
ing the re l iev ing plane and .enabling, i t to locate the 
t a rge t , \ 

Ships f i r ed with more ef fec t iveness with t h e i r own planes spo t t i ng . 
In my opinion the reasons for t h i s are fourfold: 

( l ) Because of i t s slower speed, a s h i p ' s plane can more accura te ly ! 
observe and f i r e the t a r g e t , 

( 2 ) .Sh ip ' s planes can remain on s t a t i on for longer per iods of time, 
(3) The re l iev ing plane can remain informed of the t a c t i c a l 

s i t ua t ion while aboard ship and enroute to the t a rge t ; t h i s 
enables the re l i ev ing plane to be completely br ie fed p r i o r 
to a r r i v a l on s t a t i o n , 

(k) Sh ip ' s p i l o t s are exce l l en t ly t ra ined in spot t ing ant^san work 
in close harmony with t h e i r own ship . 

— 518 
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CEJPT2R VII - ASSAULT PHa.SE - AppMDIX - 4M^3&fela£«E0fcteft«* 

Communications: 
- In the- l a t t e r stages of the campaign, communications were frequent ly 

hampered "by range, t e r r a i n , ? and CW in te r fe rence , . . &ue. to.t the, rapid advanced -
of the troops and the r e s u l t a n t expanded dis tance between echelons, wire 
could not always be employed. >t ' -

Het~cpntrol on Green River was exce l l en t , •'On spot t ing frequencies, 
l imi ta t ions -were imposed by'-the shortage of f requencies . .This meant t h a t 
several b a t t a l i o n l i a i s o n teams were compelled to employ the sara,e ne t , 

. . . This operation again demonstrated i t s necess i ty for two radios for 
the regimental naval l i a i s o n tdam. One radio to monitor the Naval' Gunfire 
Support Ne1r, and one radio to monitor the. spot t ing frequencies of the b a t 
tal ion teams, i • -_ ••• . - ' . . , , 

Regimental communications can adequately be maintained simultaneously 
on two nets by a team cons is t ing of three radiomen and a d r ive r . 

The SCR 65U i s the f ines t radio ava i lab le for Shore Pi,re Control ComU 
munications, The--only l im i t a t i ons on the performance of t h i s set were im
posed by t e r r a in , - (3W. i n t e r f e r e nee, . and: enemy jamming. The SCR 69U was i n 
variably the l a s t , radio to mask out . On 9 and 10-.-ipril, I9U5,. and again on * 
the night of 12 .rfpril, 19^5r the llayal Gunfire net -became the' regimental 
t a c t i c a l net and. served as the only means of communication between severa l •" •" 
echelons of the regiment, , . - - ' . '•' 

Radar. Beacons: ••• ' \ ; : 
At no time did a ship c a l l fo r radar, beacon,. I can See no- use ..for 

the beacon in shore f i r e con t ro l . The only time t a rge t designation becomes 
d i f f i cu l t i s in rugged t e r r a i n where topography i s poorly-descr ibed on .charts. 
In such ins tances , radar i s non^operational "because the;- terra in masks the 
beacon. Consequently, the only time, radar; might be<required i s when i t i s 

I non-operational, '[. ' . . . - < • " • • • • . ' ' • 

Regimental Control: •., 
Extreme cooperation was. accorded the Maval Gunfire. Liaison team, by the 

Commanding Officer , 29th Marines. The Commanding Off-Jeer and his s t a f f 
u t i l i z e d ships f i r e on every feas ib le occasion. This i s evidenced by the 
fact that the 29th Marines f i r ed more than twice as many missions as the 
other two., regiment s of the d iv i s ion . 

Rapidly f luc tua t ing front l i n e s necess i t a t ed closer regimental con-
£ol than has been required on previous opera t ions . The l ick-of experience 

0 ba t ta l ion Haval l i a i son off icers was another f ac to r warranting close 
regimental con t ro l . In future opera t ions , I suggest that the 29th Marines 
p^ace more confidence upon t h e i r b a t t a l i o n . l i a i s o n teams; and i f the front 

*ri S l t u a t i o n i s more'orthodox, t ha t they exert l e s s regimental c o n t r o l . 
d u e . a t 1 > a l i o n ^ a . y a l , l i a i s o n of f icers are n6v experienced and capable 6f?con--
0 f f , n e t he i r missions, without • suggestions from the regimental Naval:Liaison 
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-2-

http://PHa.SE


CBJSPTEE VII _ JtiPPMEIX Bakor - Na/ml 'Gun-Hre-ftent ' iO. ' ; . . . . 

*' Divisi on Controls . '.. • - ,- .- . : 
Division control val.no re excel lent and. 'cooperative than in any of' 

the Bix campaigns I have-vitne'ssed. F i re support• requests were promptly ' 
f u l f i l l e d . The Division Eaval Gunfire Officer f requent ly a s s i s t ed in r e 
laying messages. Without his cooperation, communications would have been t 
much l e s s e f f ec t ive . . . ••,•• - • ;."-.'.•-

Individual Ships* 
,JI .S,S, TBffiSSSEE 

• - T h e TJ.S.S. TEITIIESSEB again l ived up. to i t s . reputa t ion as the f a v o r - , 
i t OBB of shore f i r e control p a r t i e s . . In. my opinion her f i r i n g a t OJKBiHfl. 
was even more excel lent that at SiTPill or TASA^JL, I have f i red the TJ.S.S, 
TSNlffiSSSE on four previous occasions and my confidence in her f i r i n g i s 
such tha t I would never hes i t a te , to f i r e her In - the . very c loses t support 
of the infant ry , ' . , '. 

On the night of I6 - I7 -qpril, 19-+5, the TEIIUBSSEE performed a remark
able accomplishment in i l luminat ion. Only two Spots were required to adjust 

-her to the t a r g e t . When adjustment was completed she.maintained the i l l u m i 
nat ion in the same spot throughout the n ight , Ho fur ther adjustment was 
required,- * . ; . - " . . 

On the morning- and afternoon of- 1*7 .lipril^ 19T5I. -the main and second
ary b a t t e r i e s of the TEHlffiSSEl were brought to bear on enemy gun positions"-
and personnel . These p o s i t i o n s were on the c re s t and face of a slope and 
the line of f i r e was almost p a r a l l e l to the s lope . Despite t h i s d i f f i c u l t 
s i t u a t i o n , e f fec t ive f i r e was brought to bear on the p o s i t i o n s . Two factors 
made poss ib le adjustment on .these, t a r g e t s : . • . 

(1) .Accurate appl ica t ion of spo ts . 
(2) Very t i gh t close p a t t e r n , especially* with secondary'batteries 

» The in tense fire,of, , ' the U.S.S-,, TBMBSSEE was of great .importance in \ 
the capture of the h i l l without, casua l ty to the 29th i iar ines , A repor t from 
the Naval Liaison Officer of the 1st Ba t t a l ion , 29th Marines, s ta ted t h a t ' 
e ight enemy were k i l l e d by l iarines on the way up the slope, 32 were k i l l e d 
on the top. In huge c r a t e r s created by the TEiJIJESSEE,.-over 100 dead enemy 
personnel were counted. 

Cooperation between the TEIOESSEB and, shore f i r e control p a r t i e s wai 
as close as in previous operations, . The TBMBSSEE obviously .enjoys f i r i n g 
with shore f i r e ' c o n t r o l and i s prompt and en thus i a s t i c iii her support of 
the in fan t ry . 

. . . . ..TJ^S.S. BILOXI 

' ' V i F i re del ivered from' the .TJ.S.S. BILOXI was. very e f f ec t ive . On: the 
night of 17-"lg i ^ r i l , I9U5., she maintained i l luminat ion without adjustment 
throughout ' the night jua t as ' the &£.£». ffiNHESSSB had .done on the preceding 
n igh t . ' On/.jbhe afternoon of lg" •drp.ri'l, 1«$§,.»'S£B de l ivered ef fec t ive f i r e 
on the c r e s t of a slope, always a d i f f i c u l t t a r g e t , : One"enemy dual-purpose 
gun and two automatic weapons were .found to.have been destroyed b y ' 
her f i r e . The h i l l was taken the following day without casua l ty . 

On t h i s mission the BILOXI employed her own plane spot . The coordi 
nat ion between plane and ship was exce l l en t . The plane thoroughly walked 
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the f i r e along the e n t i r e area with e f fec t ive r e s u l t s . 
The U. S.S. 3ILCKI has a t i g h t close p a t t e r n with her main "battery. 

This factor makes her a very desira'ble ship for c a l l f i r e s in close support 
of the infant ry . 

Throughout the e n t i r e opera t ion, the U,S tS. 3IL0XI was more than 
usually cooperative with the shore, f i r e cont ro l p a r t i e s of the 29th Marines, 

• U.S.S. PRESTON '-" " ... 

The U.S.S. PRESTON'is reported by the Naval Liaison Of f i ce r qf the 
3rd Bat ta l ion , 29 th'Marines', to have been l a rge ly i n f l u e n t i a l in de te r ing 
a strong enemy counterat tack on the afternoon of 12 j p r i l , 19^5. ^ e r f i r e 
w''-s dis t inguished by the'promptness with which i t was del ivered on c a l l 
missions. Accordingly %o N.L.O. 293, her f i r e re leased two companies for 
duty urgent ly required elsewhere. 

Recommendations: ,. -. ' 
(1) That no ship secure s t a t i on u n t i l i t s r e l i e f has arr ived on s t a t i o n , 

i s br ie fed , and i s ready to de l ive r c a l l f i r e s , 
(2) That Y.O.F. • spot t ing planes remain dn s t a t i on 'un t i l t h e i r r e l i e f has 

a r r ived and i s br iefed and ready to assume contro l of the f i r e . 
(3) That ships employ t h e i r own spot t ing planes in .preference to a V.O.F. 
(1+) That one ship and one frequency be assigned to each shore f i r e control 

team, and that t h i s ship remain on s ta t ion u n t i l i t s ammunition i s 
exhausted. This recommendation was made by the U.S.S. PORTLAND in her 
report on. the operat ion against PELELIU. . This procedure enables, the 
ship to keep completely br iefed on the t a c t i c a l s i t u a t i o n and to be 
ava i lab le for c a l l f i r e s a t a l l t imes. 

(5) That radio re lay s t a t i ons be s tab l i shed where radio range is . g r ea t . 
This could be accomplished e i t h e r on the beach or at sea by having a 
small c r a f t take s t a t i on close to the beach in the v i c i n i t y of the 
shore f i r e control team, • . % 

(o) That Radar Beacons not 'be used by Shore Fire Control p a r t i e s . ' _ 
(7) That the SCR 300 be made an opt ional radio for Shore i ' i re Control earns, 
(8) That the Regimental Naval Liaison Team be equipped with one SCR 69^, and 

one TCS mounted in a l2~volt j eep , 
(9) That personnel of the Regimental Naval Liaison Team be decreased to 

three radiomen and one d r ive r . 
(10) That personnel of Bat ta l ion llaval and Spot te r Teams be increased to three 

radio opera tors , one wire man,.one d r ive r , and three genera l duty men. 

€ 

16 

, 

Submitted by Lieutenant ( jg) John'T, Ryan, USNR. 
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CHiPTEH 

Our regiment "being in Corps Reserve on-LOVE'DAT, I had but l i t t l e 
chance to observe the ef f ic iency of defensive a i r cover. However, the 
effect iveness of prel iminary heavy a i r s t r i k e s against enemy, i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
proved adequate and a t t a i ned the des i red degree of n e u t r a l i z a t i o n . 

' The Ba t t a l ion iLP performed t h e i r du t ies favorably and kept t h e i r 
uni t commanders informed of the a i r s i t u a t i o n a t a l l times* 

The radio communications between -cilP and ABC were excel lent during 
the day , ' bu t there was feo.much CW interference between 1600 and 1S00 to 
use voice t ransmiss ions . Contrary to popular opinion, comnunicatioji be
tween regimental iLP and higher echelon was very seldom poss ib le due to 
rapid advances and the - lack 'o f personnel to maintain t a c t i c a l wire. 

} • 
There was no communication between ALP and support a i r c r a f t . I t i s 

f e l t tha t more -accurate and timely s t r i k e s could be, ca l led by communication 
between these p a r t i e s . ... 

Marking front l i n e s with panels or colored |raoke and t a rge t s with 
white phosphorous 4.ap-oeared s a t i s f a c t o r y to support a i r c ra f t . . 

Number of a i r c r a f t was adequate for a l l missions. 

Except in one inc ident , dummy-runs to adjust a i r a t t acks on t a rge t s 
proved e f f e c t i v e . v 

I t i s f e l t t ha t in the fu tu re , Regimental ALP should have contro l of 
a l l a i r c r a f t and s t r i k e s in t h e i r zone of ac t ion , allowing the b a t t a l i o n 
ALP to d i r ec t the s t r i k e s . In many caees HGF spot t ing a i r c r a f t and uncon
t r o l l e d a i rc ra f t , picked t a rge t s of-. their own. This not only caused casua l 
t i e s to f r i end ly t roops, but lowered the morale of ground personnel and 
jeopardized the reputat ion of future close support miss ions . 

Submitted by Second Lieutenant Lorrimer D, E l l io t t , 
USkCA 
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CHAPTER VII - iSSADLI PHASE'«• APPfflDIX DOG- - A r t i l l e r y Suppo*t... 

A r t i l l e r y in Support nf the 29th Marines on MQTQBU PENSINSOLA 

»-
The 4th Bat ta l ion , 15th Marines, was assigned tlie h i s s ion of d i rec t 

support of the 25th Marines on 11 Apr i l , 19J+5> apA took over a t 0S00 the 
same day. Forward Oh servers' .and Lials-on Officers .were sent to the F i r s t and 
Second Bat ta l ions and to the Regimental CP where.they made themselves knotm 
to the uni t commanders and were acquainted with. th^ s i t u a t i o n . When the 
Third 3 a t t a l i o n reverted to 29th Marines controls .on I0V3 Pius 17, two 
Forward Observers were assigned then, remaining with them for the remainder 
of the opera t ion. 

..-••• •••*,» 
The 4th Ba t t a l ion , 15th Marines, remained.in d i r ec t support of the 

29th Marines-from 11 j p r i l to .-24 Apr i l , 1945., (luring which time t,here 
were many missions f i r ed and according to the genera?- consensus, the support 
was good and the effect excellent^ . . . , ; 

Some of the more outstanding missions weres, 

(1) The concentrations, f i r e d in support of "A" and "B" com
panies when thei,r pos i t i ons were threatened by a g r ea t e r 

;- '.;,. force'. The a t tack was broken up by a r t i l l e r y f i r e and 
•' ' "A", and nB" companies had the opportuni ty to b e t t e r t h e i r 

~ pos i t ion* • " . ' . . . 

(2) A r t i l l e r y f i r e brought to bear on a 20nm Gun Emplacement 
e f fec t ive ly s i lenced same and allowed the foot troops to 
over-run and. secure the ..position. 

•'." (3) Credit was given to the a r t i l l e r y for ma te r i a l ly aiding in 
- p r a c t i c a l l y unopposed taking' of a high h i l l on which 

was found approximately one. mile of eneny trenches and p i l l 
boxes. Found in .these f o r t i f i e d p o s i t i o n s -were numerous 

, • • . enemy who had met arecent .and v io lent end, 

• ' a r t i l l e r y communications wer,&. commended, highly' inasmuch as at times 
they were u t i l i z e d by the supported u n i t s when a l l o ther means of contact 
bad f a i l ed . , '; 

Cooperation between in fan t ry commanding o f f i ce r s and a r t i l l e r y off icers 
vas at the maximum which i s , in p a r t , the reason for the excel lent work done 
t>y both. 

Approximately 40 missions were' requested and" f i r ed for the 2$th Marines, 

Submitted .by Daniel. H.\l.inebaugh, 1s t L t . , USMCR, 
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CHiPTEB VII « MTmntX aiSUw~Coraianications 

Signal 

a. Communication Plan (SOI) 
(1) The plan was adequate. 
(2) Frequencies were adequate. 
(3) Cal l signs su f f i c i en t . 
(k) No duplicat ions of communication systems. 
(5) No l i a i s o n effected. 
(6) Plans were received in ample time to -permit study and 

to make a l t e r a t i o n s as necessary. 

e. 

Hehearsal, "".'"•' " ; 

(1) No change in p l a n s . 
(2) No d e f i c i e n c i e s ' i n equipment.: - , 
(3) Hehearsal provided an adequate check on communication 

f a c i l i t i e s . 
(U) N6 improvement could be accomplished. 

* • ' • * . . * > <. 
Embarkation and Voyage. ' , 

( l ) Equipment was loaded according to p l an . , ' 
(-2.) No equipment damaged in loading.. 
(3) i l l Items checked during voyage, 
(k) Actual operat ing ships c i r c u i t s , both v i sua l and radio -

general i n s t ruc t ions in communication plans and s ecu r i t y . 
(5).L,anding Force MC and Ship Communications Officer operated 

'.together by handling: t r a f f i p between troops and sh ip . 

Personnel . - ." 
(1) Allowance of personnel" is , not adequate. The increase of 

. , FM radio equipment and no operators requires double duty 
of personnel assigned, .Hscommend an add i t iona l operator 

r._, to be assigned for each add i t iona l FM radio . 
(2) Training'adequate, • -'•'? ;.'-,. 
(3) The R'CT was-short 2" CP personnel which.was made up of l i n e 

personnel who had l i t t l e t t echnica l t r a i n ing . This EOT 
had i t s authorized "quota, of . t ra ined CP u n t i l about two 
months before the opera t ion, wherein the higher echelon 
t ransfe r red them to other u n i t s . 

(k) No losses during landing. 
k KIA - 12 VIA— 0 MIA • . -

(5) No battle- casualties replaced. 

Equipment: • 
(1) No overage or shor tages . 
(2) No losses of equipment aboard sh ip . 
(3) Losses consisted in the 3.0-day replenishments. This equip

ment was landed over, the proper beach, but was neve'r to 
th i s date received except small amounts which had been 
p i l f e r ed and' handled most c a r e l e s s ly . 

- 1 - . i3 J '-£ 
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(!+) Equipment design and quant i ty was exce l l en t with the f o l 
lowing exception: ' , , 

The T3Y generator i s too ,nois.y? 
(5) SCR 69U generator should replace the' TBT generator . 
(6) Ho newcequipment employed. 
(7) Waterproofing was accomplished, hut was not necessary. 
(S) So addi t ional T/A equipment. . . . . 
(9) All equipment authorized "by T/A was employed. 

(10) All equipment was unloaded from the ship over the proper 
"beach. 

f̂  Supply: 
(1) Supply by Sixth Division Division Signal Quartermaster and radio 

repai r was out'standing. There could not be any improvement. 
(2) Transportat ion was not adequate. The authorized wire jeeps were 

cont inual ly shooting t rouble and wire laying,, thereby equipment 
amounting to approximately 200 pounds pe r man was l e f t without 
t r anspor t a t ion . . • -' ' 

(3) HOT Communication Section should have three wire jeeps with 1/% 
t r a i l e r s and one 6x6 t ruck . This would be ample for d i sp lace 
ment and sup-oly would reach the 'uni t when needed. 

g. Operation: 
(1) Ho new agencies es tab l i shed . 
(2) Radio. 
(3) Impossible to e l iminate because of fast-moving s i t u a t i o n . 
(U) D i f f i c u l t i e s : 

(a) Hadio - none. 
(b) Wire _ f a s t moving and g rea t d i s tances of un i t s from 

EOT was impossible a t times' to lay wire. 
(c) Visual - none. 
(d) Messenger - none. 

h. lone . 

i . Securi ty: 
(1) Shackle, Hag were used with excel lent s ecu r i ty . 
(2) Personnel su f f i c i en t l y t r a ined . 

j. Countermeasure by enemy: 
(l) Radio jamming was not effective, 

k. Hone. 

1. Hone. 

•2-
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Stf&IKSER 

"iHiFE 

A. m 

• 

During the t ide the Twenty-Ninth Marines were in the a t t ack , Company 
"C", 6th Engineer Bat ta l ion •was almost cons tant ly in d i r e c t support , A liaison 
o f f i ce r checked in d a i l y with the.SL3.and SL.U Sections in order to an t i c ipa te j 
of equipment to be needed and nature of work to "be dona on following day, W41 
in support the Engineers accomplished the fol lowing. tasksJ 

1, Cleared approximately 23 Boad Blocks, 

2, Es tab l i shed water po in t s in v i c i n i t y o f ' a l l command pos^s and bat^ 
t a l i on a reas , .:i:

:;\r ; _ .__ , ., .,., i '• 

3 , Improved, repa i red and widened a l l roads in use by 29th Marines on 
MOTOBTJ PENINSULA* 

U, Constructed Bai ley Bridge in v i c i n i t y of AWA and repai red approxi
mately g. o ther br idges tha t had been destroyed »r damaged by the enemy, 

5 , In the v i c i n i t y of G4GUSUKU, where the Nips had done t h e i r most ef
fec t ive bridge demolition job yet seen, the Engineers constructed a by-pass 
and a ford useable a t low t i d e . This enabled a l l types of vehicles to con
t inue r o l l i n g supplies to the advancing un i t s and l ightened the problem of 
evacuation, 

6, Mine Bemoval Detachment c leared a l l major ID ads of the MOTOBTJ PENIN
SULA, working for the most .part while areas wpre s t i l l under f i r e , 

' " '" a 

Close l i a i s o n must be maintained between a supporting un i t such && J j w 
engineers in order for the regiment to get the maximum amount of necessary 
work accomplished and fo r the engineers to use t h e i r equipment and time most 
expedi t ious ly . 
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C&JPIBH VII - ASSAULT PEASE - ^ ® M X 3-SDRGJ *MEBICAL 

• • 13DICAL 

A. 3mbarka,tion: 

1. Personnel . 

ajpanjr 

pate t 

Sight (S) Medical Officer's and one ( l ) Dental Officer . These of f ice rs 
divided into three (3) groups of one Bat ta l ion Surgeon and.one Assistant Bat ta l ion 
Surgeon for each of the three (;3) b a t t a l i o n s comprising t h i s regiment, one (1) 
Regimental Surgeon, one ( l ) Assis tant Regimental Surgeon, and one ( l ) Regimental 
Dentist. 

5\ rFe-rty (Uo) corpsmen were assigned to each of the three (3) b a t t a l i o n s 
and fourteen (lU) to Headquarters & Service Company, f ive (5) of which were a t 
tached- to Weapons Company. The Ba t ta l ion Surgeons and corpsmen and the Regimental 
Surgeon and corpsmen were boated with t h e i r respec t ive , landing teams. 

< • 2. Mater ie l . ;' ... 
•Class .IT .combat supplies loaded aboard j eep ambulances and in 155^m 

powder bag cylinders- a t tached to jeep ambulances were ca r r i ed in addi t ion to can
vas carrying bags, weighing approximately 35 pounds. These consis ted pr imar i ly of 
plasma, serum albumin, morphine, b a t t l e dress ings , wire and. plast . ic s p l i n t s , s u l 
fanilamide powder, sulfanilamide- packets fo r o ra l consumption, pa regor ic , opium 
tab le t s , and such other gear as was considered appl icable to combat s i t u a t i o n . 
Thirty day back-up supply of e s s e n t i a l l y the same charac te r , but in bulk, was t r ans 
ported by the Regimental Quartermaster. 

B. Aboard Ship: 

Sick c a l l aboard ship was more or less l imi ted to skin d i seases , fungus in
fection of the f ee t , and o ther minor complaints. 

Sanitary conditions.- Heads were adequate for care of personnel . Bunk space 
avai lable. Idving\quar ters r.>ere gross ly overcrowded, inadequately ven t i l a t ed , not 

^nough bunk space .available n e c e s s i t a t i n g tha t half the nen in a compartment had to. 
sleep top-side on the weather deck regardless of weather condi t ions , 

Messes; Adequate and well run.-
Cooks and messmen; Well t r a ined and inspected d a i l y . 
Special Precaut ions : Hone. 

c . Debarkation: .. , • 

1. Personnel . 
• The fo r ty b a t t a l i o n Cjorpsne'n were divided as follows: eight were assigned 

0 e a c h r i f l e company, giving two corpsmen to each r i f l e platoon," .and one corps-
a to each 60mm pla toon,-and one corpsnan to each headquarters section^ Prom' 

rteen to f i f t een corpsmen were' assigned to b a t t a l i o n headquarters company to 
ion 

any 
. _^ r— — „ „ v „ _ ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ v ^ " —- — — — .^.^wi..—". ~^-- — , ^ v - ^ - . . . — ~ . — n i n e 

Gaining corpsmen at tached to H&S Company were boated ind iv idua l ly , one in each 
the regimental landing craf t and they landed with the regiment. On the second 
2 of regiment, twenty-two corpsmen comprising the Forward Collect ing Section 

- i -
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from "C" Medical Company were boated in three boats containing nine , nine and 
four corpsmen each. ' 

2. Mate r i a l : 
Combat supplies and ma te r i a l , genera l ly averaging ten canvas bags of 

35 pounds weight," were landed with each b a t t a l i o n ' a n d regiment and were carried.1 
Combat loaded j eeps , as already indicated, came ashore on lorrer p r i o r i t y , 

• 3« lo s ses of Personnel 'and Mater ia l ! 

Other l i n e four back up combat ma te r i a l packed and banded in c r a t e s vie re 
ca r r i ed by each Bat ta l ion Quartermaster and by the Regimehtal Quartermaster. 

D. Ashore - a s sau l t Phase. ,.'•'•••' 

3ecause of lack of enemy re s i s t ance , t h i s regiment was extremely mobile andj 
a minimum of medical i n s t a l l a t i o n s were set up u n t i l enemy opposit ion was en- 1 
countered. When in combat, Ba t ta l ion 'Aid Stat ions and a Regimental .aid Stat ion. 
were set up in the b a t t a l i o n and regimental CPs close to na tu ra l l i n e s of dr?.ft| 
Camouflage and cover were u t i l i z e d on every occasion. Evacuation was ca r r i ed ô  
by jeep ambulances from the Ba t ta l ion Aid Stat ions to the Regimental Md Static^ 
and by l i t t e r a n d ' ' l i t t e r bearers from the front l i n e s to the Bat ta l ion Aid Statij 
Casual t ies taken d i rec t from Regiment to "C" Medical Company. Thi rd 'Bat ta l ion , ' 
29th Marines, on one side of MOTCBTX PEiTIlJSTJLA was for a short time, a t tached to 
the Uth Marine Regiment and they evacuated in a s imi l a r manner to "A" Medical 
Company. 

Pro tec t ive measures taken. Ba t ta l ion Aid Sta t ions were loca ted within the 
per imeter defense of the Bat ta l ion CPs. and the. corpsmen at tached to the Ba t ta l i l 
and Regimental -aid Sta t ions were also used as per imeter defense immediately arp| 
the Aid S ta t ions . Whenever p o s s i b l e , concrete tombs, defi laded p o s i t i o n s and j 
na tu ra l fol iage ware u t i l i z e d for 'concealment and cover. Blackout p r e c a u t i o n s ! 
were p rac t i ced during combat, however, no black-out . tents were furnished 3at ta l i^ 
Aid Sta t ions and Regimental Aid S ta t ion . I t i s s t rongly urged tha t such t en t s 
made standard equipment for these organiza t ions . 

Hospi ta l iza t ion: *ill c a sua l t i e s were removed to the rear as soon as they , 
in a condition to be moved and hosp i ta l i zed in medical companies supporting tbej 
regiment. This hosp i t a l i z a t i on seemed adequate. Evacuation was ef fec ted as r a 
fer red to above. Because of the rugged mountainous t e r r a i n , nylon jungle l i t t e j 
were of inestimable value because of t h e i r l i g h t n e s s , d u r a b i l i t y , and compactnji 
This regiment was furnished 75 jungle l i t t e r s , which was not an adequate •.suppl^ 

Casual t ies t r e a t e d : Casual t ies p e r battalion' .- ' ••/•••_ 
1st Bn - lUO wounded, 32 k i l l e d . 
2d Bn - Sk wounded, ; 7 k i l l e d . ••-•'"• 
3d 3n -.'118 wounded, 2? k i l l ed . ' ' •• 

. H&S Co - !•-wounded,... 1 ki l led ' , - ' -

San i ta t ion : Sani ta t ion :was -adequate and for the most p a r t under b a t t l e cot 
d i t i o n s , well executed. Pood was adequate, Water cons t i tu t ed , a t t i n e s , a proj 
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a S an adequate s i t e for a waterpoint was hard to f ind. Once water p o i n t s were 
established, however, the water, supply was adequate, ./?, < _-_- . ' . ' . • -

Disposal of Dead: "(OUR) tu rned over t o . t h e S*l, who turned1 then, over to 
Division Graves Regis t ra t ion . Enemy dead were b u r ^ d on :the spoti •• •'' 

.Sanitary precaut ions t a k e n - bpdies were removed? as.- soon as possible^ 

gpidemic ftr'-unusual d iseases in troops, -y, none. «.-, . * 
•'»*'•' . . . . , • < '- . '•' * ". ' i 

Dental*servifees performed ?bx the .Regimental Dentis t consisted of''temporary 
f i l l i n g s , and e x t r a c t i o n s . Number, of cases t r e a t e d - 97. .Type of case 's ' - - f i l l 
ings and ex t r ac t i ons . Ul adequate, 5& inadequate, (Additional dut ies of -Regi
mental Dent i s t . ' Kl)- Evacuation, ('2); IJiaison and .issi.stant to Regimental Surgeon. 
His services were found invaluable. , ' . , . . . . , •. . ' . ' 

Care of C i v i l i a n s : Number of cases t r e a t e d - 250. Temporary f i r s t a id 
* measures were given the 'few c i v i l i a n s tha t passed through regimental and b a t t a l i o n 
WRi id s t a t i ons . Theywere t ranspor ted by jeep-ambulance from b a t t a l i o n ' t o ' regiment 

and from regiment to nearest Civi l Government Hosp i ta lT"d iseases among-civilians 
noted: . ^ i l i a r i a s i ' s , " S c a b i e s , Impetigo, and one. case -of Tracoma. •' "•'';'*„ 

: P r i so ne r s of War - Care* of: None, . . » ' . '* . ' 

Medical Personnel! They were considered adequate >and were extremely'well 
t rained, and''functioned i n a very commendable way. , • • ' * ' '." '•'"'" •" 

Losses and Replacement: Corpsnen lo s ses in the regiment were 15. Replace
ment of corpsnen was ra the r slow. Spec ia l t i e s needed - None. 

Fie ld Medical Equipment: Only tha t por t ion of f i e l d medical equipment was 
carried that could be handled with ease . Heavier a r t i c l e s such a s , autoclave, 
s t e r i l i z e r , f i e l d desk, chemical warfare, e t c . , were l e f t in the r ea r echelon. 

Pi l ferage and losses - None. 
The equipment car r ied was found adequate and su i t ab le to the present f i e l d 

duty. 

on 

4* 
Medical Supplies: Carried as previous ly mentioned. The i n i t i a l supplies 

carried by personnel were considered adequate for f ive days. Thirty-day back up 
supplies a l loca ted to the Regimental Quartermaster caught up to us only a f t e r 
combat was over. Re-supply to the. Third Ba t t a l ion , 29th Marines, who were on 
the South coast of MOTOBIJ PENINSULA, while the Regimental GP and the o ther two 
bat ta l ions were on the North coast , proved a major problem a t one time and r e -
supply was requested from and-received from the Division Surgeon. I t was impos
sible for reginent to supply the Third Bat ta l ion because of the long route round 
the Peninsula. Because the road was under f i r e and bridges were blown up, iim-
Phibious DUKWS and boats were f i n a l l y resor ted to by d iv is ion to supply and evacuat 

0 t h e Third Bat ta l ion on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r occasion. . 'When the Third Ba t ta l ion 
"""as attached to the kth Marine Regiment, they were re-suppl ied from that organiza
tion. 

529 
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Motor Vehicles^and Roll ing Stock; Bach b a t t a l i o n was allowed one jeep 
ambulance and during combat, three anbulances were drawn fron "C" Medical , . , m 
Company; pooled a t Beginental *Jid Sta t ion "and sent to, . each 'ba t ta l ion upon , ' 1 
request to evacuate c a s u a l t i e s . One jeep ambulance was.;Immobilized by enemy'. 
a c t i on , but l a t e r reconditioned and put back in use, ihese -anbulances during , | 
r e s t per iods were.raaihtained and. serviced by ass igned Marine Corps" drivers ' ; ' 
Jeep ambulances, came ashore comba"t loaded and whenever-a. ba t t a l i on moved forward, 
the combat load upon them made then use les s for evacuation during the move,' I t i 
i s impossible to carry a l l the accumulated b a t t l e suppl ies of a' b a t t a l i o n and 
regimental aid s t a t i o n and i t i s s t rongly urged tha t each b a t t a l i o n a$d s ta t ion ; ! 
b'e furnished one jeep t r a i l e r . This would enable each b a t t a l i o n and regimental 
a id s t a t i on to move in i t s e n t i r e t y with l i t t l e e f fo r t , , I t . was found by a l l the 
b a t t a l i o n s and regiment that the conbat gear handled by the b a t t a l i o n and reg i 
mental quartermasters were never .access ib le when'needed. Other suppl ies were ' . 
moved forward before the medial suppl ies were brought up, •-.".; 

Malaria and Epidemic Control Equipment and Suppl ies : These are Quartermastjjj 
equipment and except for the small amount of;DDT and insec t r epe l l en t , louse 
powder ca r r i ed by each b a t t a l i o n and regimental a id s t a t i o n and a few Freon bomb? 
ca r r i ed by the same organisa t ions , no more were a v a i l a b l e ; a t the quartermaster 
and a t the present wri t ing none are yet ava i l ab le , DDT powder and DDT in kerosent 
are considered a major item of importance as are Jreoh bombs in the control of 
insec t p e s t s , such as f l i e s , f l eas , ' and mosquitoes, which.are found in g rea t 
numbers on t h i s i s l and . • , ' . • ' ' • . 

-,1k. 
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CH.-PTSH VII - ASSAULT PHASE --AppBTDIX H&w- War Dogs. 

F i r s t Marine War Dog Platoon Seport: - . •' :•'.. '•'.*', 

1. The following i s a p a r t i a l report of the 1st Marine War Dog 
platoon in the IffiOBuRG Operation on OKIIUMk SHIIU against forces of the 
Japanese Eneny. - •• 

2. This report cons is t s of the act ions of approximately one-half .»• ' • 
of the p l a toon ' s s t reng th of dogs ( l^ 'dogs) and t h e i r act ion with the 25th 
Marines. 

3 . In the 19 days;.ifhat the 1st Marine. War Dog-Platoon saw ac t ion 
with the 29th Marines, the^ nen and dog,s were on p a t r o l 192 t i n e s ; the dogs 
a ler ted to the presence of-.the eneny (hot including the hundreds of c i v i l 
ians seen), 16 tines"; and were d i r e c t l y or- i n d i r e c t l y responsible for the 
k i l l i n g of 60 eneny troops,and the taking of 3 ' p r i sone r s . 

k. All dogs were used as night s ecu r i ty about conpany and "battalion 
CPs when on the f ron t lines*;. • *•''';.-•*'; 

5, The following report does not include any p a t r o l s t ha t were 
not over 1,000. yards un less the presence of the; eneny was discovered and 
th is wi l l be included in t h i s . repor t . .,,..; 

6. landed on Green. Beach #2 on LOVE p lus 1 and reported to the 
regimental GP; ordered to send the 1st Section to the 1st Ba t t a l ion : 

2 ^ r k$ - Purucker ' (Baron) , Lippold (B'obby), Devaultv(Jack) - 1s t Bn; 
each nan 2 p a t r o l s - found noth ing . . 

5 i p r !+5 - B a t t i s t a (Bother) - 2d Bn; found S na t ives in caves. _ „. 
Purucker (Baron) - 1 s t Bh; p a t r o l , 1 Jap prisoner.-'• • 
Walker (Zingo), Marchesi ( C a r l o ) ' - IstBn; 2 p a t r o l s , nothing. 

| 6 i p r 1+5 _ Stevenson (jeep) _ 2d3n; p a t r o l , nothing. 
Snith (Gunner), Fowler (Hollo) *- 2d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. 
Marchesi (Carlo)» Walker (Zingo), Purucker (Bacon) - 1st Bn; 

p a t r o l s , nothing. *•• - .,..='. 

7 -^pr U5 _ McDern'ott (King) - 2d 3n; found 2 na t ives in caves. 
Sni th (Gunner) - 2d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. 

5 # r U5 - Stevenson ( Jeep) , B a t t i s t a (Bother) - 2d Bn; p a t r o l s <3s po in t , 
found approx 50 nat ives in caves. 

Easson (Donnay) - 2d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing, 
Snith (Gunner) - 2d Bn; 3" Japs k i l l e d . 
Lippold (Bobby) - 1st Bn;-point to Peninsula , nothing. 
Purucker (Baron), Shepperd (Sparks) - p a t r o l s , 1 Jap k i l l e d . 
Lippold (Bobby) - 1st Bn; p o i n t , dog a l e r t e d 3 t ines presence of 

eheny; warning given to of f icers on poin t a t each a l e r t ; dog & 
handler however were ordered to proceed along Sd; ran in to am
bush of a t l e a s t 2 MGs; handler wounded and dog k i l l e d p lus 
other ca sua l t i e s on po in t ; nan was evacuated. er O 1 

1 

- 1 -



CHiiPTSR VII - j&pMDlXHOW- War Dogs (Cont*d). - . ' • ' ' 

9 iipr 45 - Ooates (Baron) - 2d Bn; pafcrol,' nothing. • •:.»•• '" 
MoDeuaott (King) - 2d Bn; Tsatrol, dog did not a l e r t , but 3 ; 
" Nips ki l led.- •: 

' Rutkowski (Baron) - 1st Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. • • '•' ' 
Burns (Bl i t z ) - 1st Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. • ' 
Purucker (Baron) - 1st Bn; p o i n t , nothing. • . 
Marches! (Carlo) - 1st Bn; p a t r o l , 3 Hips k i l l e d . : •••• *", . 

10 *spr 1+5 - B a t t i s t a (Bother) - 2d Bnr-pa t ro l , nothing. 
Coates (Baron) ~ 2d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. ' 
Smith (Gunner) - 2d Bn; p o i n t , npthing. 
Sheppard (Sparks) , Walker (Zingoi - 3d Bn; point, , nothing. 

11 4>r 1+5 - Fowler (Hollo) - 2d Bn; 1 Hip k i l l e d . ... 
Butkowski (Baron) —1st Bn; p a t r o l , dog a l e r t e d , eneny f l ed . 
Burns (B l i t z ) - 1st Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. 

• 'Shepperd (Sparks) - 3d Bn; p a t r o l , nothfrig,' ' ' " l 
Devault (Jack) - 3d Bn; point-, two Nips k i l l e d . . 

12 apv 1+5 - Stevenson (Jeep) - P a t r o l , three Hips k i l l e d . 
B a t t i s t a (Bother) - 2d Bn; aler ted," nothing. ' 
McDernott (King) - 2d Bn; -noint, nothing. 
Coates (Baron) - 2d Bn; a l e r t e d to 50 Hips, approx 25 k i l l e d . 
Bass on (Donnay) - 2d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing, » ' 
Sasson (Donnary) - 2d Bn; f a i l e d to a l e r t onbush, too fa r away.. 
Fowler (Rollo) - 2d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. 

13 4pr 1+5 - Stevenson (Jeep) _ 2d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing.- , \ 
Fowler (Eollo) - 2d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. .-• - *'":': 

Bevault ( Jack) , Marchesi.(Carlo) - 3d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. 

15 -Apr 1+5 - .Fowler (Hollo) - 2d Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. . . ' / * - ' " • 
Sharpe (King) - 1st Bn; p a t r o l , nothing. 
Rutkowski.(Baron), Hogh(Duke) - 1s t Bn; p a t r o l s , nothing. 

17 Jpr U5 - Rutkowski (Baron), Rbgh (Duke) - 1st Bn; pa t ro l s ,_no th ing . ' 

Sharpe (King) - 1s t Bn; p o i n t , nothing. 

18 -ipr 1+5 - Sni th (Gunner) - 2d Bn; p a t r o l , 1 Nip k i l l e d , 2 taken p r i sone r . 

19 <«pr 1+5 - Walker (Zingo),~Devault (Jack) - 3d'Bn; p a t r o l , two Nips k i l l e d . 

20 4>r 1+5 - J^asson (Donnay) - 2d Bn; Hip k i l l e d a t t enp t ing to i n f i l t r a t e . 

• 

Submitted; by: , • . 
F i r s t Lieutenant Robert W. Ki l lo ran , 
USilCR, Condg... '• 
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Chapter, I - general 

The purpose of th ig report as supplemented by references made here in , - ' . 
13 to present a concise and accurate na£rative- :of missions and operat ions of 
th i s b a t t a l i o n In the Okinawa operat ion, fron i t s inception in the planning phase 
to the occupation and defense phase0 I n i t i a l l y t h i s ba t t a l i on functioned as 
Division reserve , and l a t e r : w a s at tached to the Twenty-second .Marine Regiment, 
f i na l l y rever t ing to the Twenty-ninth Marine Eeginent on L p lus 5 day,. Both 
assaul t and secur i ty missions we're assigned to t h i s ba t t a l i on d;aring t h i s 
operation. 

r 
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Apnendix I to 29th Mar\'SAiC-SA51/29. ' (Cont* d) 

' • " ' . . ' : -lOhfflifcer PI -The" Task Organization. 

' Landing, Team l / 2 § : -consisted, of f i f t y - th r ee (53) o f f i c e r s , 
one; (.l) ifarrant/officer^ and ,on-e-thousand four hundred and n ine ty- three 
(1H93) en l i s ted-personne l , commanded "by Lieutenant Oolonel Jean W. M0H3ATJ, 
Included in the landing team were detachments from the following u n i t s , 
commanded "by o f f i ce r s and non-commissioned of f ice rs as shown: 

LT 1/29 

1s t P l a t , C/6th Sngr Bn 

l a t P l a t , C/6th Pion Bn 

.1s t P l a t , 0/6th KT Bn 

Det SP Com Team, 6th JASCO 

Det 3rd P l a t , 6th MP Co 

Det 3rd P l a t , 6th Ord Co 

COMMANDER 

lt% Col Joan W. Moreau 

1 s t Lt Raymond S. Poppe 

1st Lt Charles K. Mitchel l 

2d Lt John H. French 

1s t Lt Eaymond C. Rudden 

Sgt Clarence 0 Ingram 

GySgt Cletus D. Dayberry 

Bet 3rd P l a t , 6th S&S Co(less Px Sec) Sgt Westley P . Cote 

*Repl Gp 1/29 
26th Hepl Draft 
33rd Sepl Draft 

Det 11th Spl ICB 

1st P l a t , Wpns/29 

Det AGL Team, 6th JASCO 

Det SPC Team, 6th JASCO 

Det 3rd Sec, Band Det 

Det SlUth Amph Trk Co 

2d Lt Leonard J . Olsen 

2d Lt Prederick R, Kennedy 

I»t ( jg ) Edgar P . Howard 

1s t L t . Charles P. Mc Kiever 

2d Lt Edward li. Donelan 

Lt ( jg ) Robert W. MOHTZ 

S/Sgt Thomas R. May 

Sgt. Alexander Stewart 

« -

' 

* - 26th and 33rd Repl Drafts used as shore-party under L t . Mi tchel l , 
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jLrmendix I to 29th Mar Siffl, SAH 1/29 (Cont 'd) ">'\"'Z' 

'• Chapter I I I , - Preliminary. Planning •• ' 

The planning for thev/idminist r a t i ve. Sect ion : in_ the formative 
stage of the operat ion consistedof Ba t t a l ion , Beginental, and Divis ion- : 
CPXs, These CPXs served to indoc t r ina te both forward and rear echelon 
personnel-of the sec t ion i n t h e i r du t i e s for the forthcoming opera t ion , 

• • The s p e c i f i c t r a i r l n g of the In te l l igence Section for the operation 
was devoted na in ly to a thorough study nf a l l ava i lab le in t e l l i gence data,, 
Overlays and panoramic sketches of "beaches and i n s t a l l a t i o n s were prepared 
for study by the troops and the section^ This work occupied a l l ava i lab le 
t ra in ing time u n t i l depar ture , , . 

Prel iminary training.'-of- troops was car r ied out in accordance with 
d i rec t ive^ of the 29th Hegiment and the 6th Marine Divis ion. ' ..- -.:. - .' ' -,.' 

v: . « 
Prel iminary planning- for the operation included the draf t ing of 

BIT 1/29 Opn Plan I—U5 Knd' Al t emate Plan L-H5, boat- assignment t a b l e s , 
landing diagrams-,, debarkation and approach schedules , -and 'br ief ing s chedules 
for troops' euroute to t a r g e t ; ' • . • 

In the,.period of prepara t ion for the Okinawa operat ion, most types 
of supplies and equipment were not too d i f f i c u l t to obta in . There were some 
items of indiv idual equipment unobtainable, such as carbine s l i n g s , 
BjiR b e l t s and a s s i s t a n t BiiS b e l t s . Some items of equipment a r r ived near ly 
too la te to be used. Pa in t for marking.and s t enc i l i ng was very inadequate 
in amount, Weapons,'ammunition, barbed wire, c lothing and a l l Class I supplies 
were p l e n t i f u l and easy to obtan. Mojor t ranspor t r epa i r and maintenance 
f a c i l i t i e s vsve adequate,* Taken <,« a whole, • thb. sup-oly of the above -itens 
and Class I I equipment t^ere <no.t adequate in the, prepara tory phase of t h i s 
operation, '•'• •: ' . • -V j -•• 

The Medical Departnen-t of. the F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , 25th Marines, began" 

•
i t s prepara t ion for the invasion of Dkiffawa ea r ly in September, iykk0 I n i t i a l l y 
the program was of f i e ld exerc ises and b i w e e k l y l ec tu res to the corpsmen on 
current medical subjects of importance to ' them, . The f i e l d exercises consisted 
of functioning as a medical u n i t with t h e ' b a t t a l i o n . o n itsmaneuvers. Frepara-

i of medical mater ia l and gathering of a l l ' q u o t a s of supply and equipment "began 
September 15, lykk, and was completed March 1, I9U5, ,.In January, I9H5, a 
t ra in ing program yras i n s t i t u t e d for Marine personnel- in f i r s t aid,, f i e l d san i 
ta t ion •( and general information regarding disease in the area of the coming 
operation. Lectures were given by a corpsman-and doctors to a l l -hands in the 
ba t t a l i on . In January and February, shots were- given for cholera, , typhus, pfegue 
and tetanus to the b a t t a l i o n and at tached shore: pa r ty u n i t s . 

aBgndlx I to 29th Mar SM. S** 1/29 *-(̂ » 
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•appendix I to 29 t h Mar SA*. SAR j/29 (Cont'd) . /-'f-'. ,•.'•:... .. • 

Chapter IV •- Training Phase and Rehearsals 

' J3X extensive t r a in ing pro g ran ' fo r troops was carr ied-out for ' • 
a per iod of s ix -(6) months p r i o r to'embarking on the operat ion, in accordance 
with d i r ec t i ve s of the Sixth Marine'Division and the Twen'ty-nin$h Regiment 
imphihiouF t r a in ing was held from 28 February, 19^5. to 8 March, 19*+5» 
during which a l l phases o f ' sh ip to shore movement, and coordination with 
Naval personnel on the t ranspor t phase of the amphibious operations were 
covered. . '• • . ' 

After the completion of amphibious t r a in ing and p r i o r to embarka
t ion to the t a r g e t area, a review of the t r a in ing phase was held for a l l 
t roops, ALl'-"weapons'and equipment were checked, and the -camp s i t e was cleared. 

The rehearsal per iod did not give a good check of communication 
equipment, .' Signal equipment could have been checked to 'a, b e t t e r degree' in 
a bivouac area , • Communication'personnel ware given valuable i n s t ruc t i on 
and p rac t i ce in debarkation d r i l l s during t h i s period, ' 

Thq ea r ly t r a in ing of i n t e l l i gence personnel presented a specia l 
problem for the b a t t a l i o n , a s . men with previous t raining-were not ava i l ab le . 
The f i r s t phase of-the t r a in ing was'-devoted to se lec t ion , procurement, and 
assignment of personnel to specific jobs i n ' t h e sec t ion . When t h i s was 
f i n a l l y accomplished with occasional changes, a per iod of in tens ive t r a in ing -
i n a l l phases of in te l l igence work was begun. Following are some of the 
topics, emphasized: Map reading, nap making, .API'(at regiment), beach s tud ies , 
keeping of i n t e l l i gence sect ion documents, sound recognit ion (night and day) , 
compass marches (night and day), mechanical drawing, . t ime, r a t e , and dis tance 
problems, e s t ab l i sh ing and maintaining observat ion p o s t s , camouflage, d i t t o 
and mimeograph work, reproduction, sketching; a i r c r a f t , veh ic l e s , and 
naval c ra f t recogni t ion; t a c t i c s , weapons, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , and organizat ion 
of Japanese forces ; handling of POWs, co l lec t ion of documents and ma te r i a l , • 
i n s t r u c t i o n s in common Japanexe mili-tary phraseology, reconnaissance work 
in preparing company and ba t t a l i on f i e l d exerc i ses , general operat ion and . 
function of the. i n t e l l i gence sect ion in connection with the Ba t ta l ion CP, .* 

In addi t ion to the above, the i n t e l l i gence section- was given : 
individual t r a in ing on a l l phases of '-field'work, to include mechanical 

•-training in a l l in fan t ry b a t t a l i o n weapons'; chemical •waxfare, f i e l d s a n i t a - • 
t ionj message wr i t ing , shackle code, au then t ica t ion , physical condi t ioning, 
Semaphore, radio and telephone procedure, ' t ab les of organizat ion for the 
b a t t a l i o n , regiment, and d iv i s ion . Y .•'.'. ' 

During t h i s t r a in ing per iod the en t i r e sect ion was taken to regiment! 
d iv i s ion , and corps to observe the i n t e l l i gence sect ion setup in higher eche- ] 
Ions. Arrangements were made to have one man -spend several days a t a photo 
laboratory of a Naval Aviation uni t to study photography,..developing,--«nd 
p r i n t i n g . 
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Amendix I to 29th Mar S.Q. S„iR 1/59 (Corit' d) • ~v ' ;_ • _; 

The two men who were to "be a t tached to each r i f l e company spent 
considerable t ine with then in the f i e l d to f a n i l i a r i z e themselves with 
the personnel and t h e i r work. 

The newer members of the- sect ion were i n s t ruc t ed by the older men, 
and each man was, ro ta ted through a l l the jobs in the sect ion for obvious 
reasons during combat,, 

(» 

Bach man was assigned a subject on the h i s t o ry of the war in the 
Pac i f i c , prospect ive t a rge t a r eas , and overa l l Japanese s t ra tegy in the 
Pac i f i c , to prepare and present to the sect ion. A continuous s i t u a t i o n nap 
of the European Theatre was kept up for dissemination to t roops . •, A two-day 
course of i n s t r u c t i o n was given to a l l r i f l e platoon guides on the function 
and operat ion of the i n t e l l i gence sec t ion , and oh general i n t e l l i gence wofk0 
Highlights of the t r a in ing were extensive examinations covering a l l previous 
t ra in ing , which usual ly took a f u l l day to complete. 

<• 
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.appendix I to 29th Mar SARt SJS. 1/29. 

Chapter V- ~ Loading and Embarkation 

The .Administrative Section prepared and d i s t r ibu ted loading ros te r s 
of personnel , prepared and supervised ? the. "embarkation and b i l l e t i n g of, 
BLT I/29 personnel aboard the t r anspor t , se t up and maintained a troop * -
off ice aboard ship, es tab l i shed a shipJs guard detachment,, and assigned 
personnel for mess and general duty aboard' Ship. ; ' .-., 

Provis ion was nade for adequate space and*time for the b r i e f i ng 
and t r a in ing of troops aboard ship enroute to the t a r g e t . Arrangements 
ware completed for the movement of troops from the beach to the sh ip . 

The loading of the ship presented very few d i f f i c u l t i e s and went : 

very well . The TQM and ships loading o f f i ce r , in conjunction with the 
ships TQM loaded the ship according to p r i o r i t i e s and in adequate time, _ , 
There was no supply problem'aboard 'ship . Rations and ammunition fo r ' ' , •'" _" 
debarkation were issued on Love minus one ( l ) day. .. .' 

The t o t a l time' required to load the USS Lepn covered five (5) 
days; ac tua l loading'hours t o t a l e d f o r t y (Ho). The loading continued r ' I 
smoothly, with su f f i c ien t numbersof LCVPs and i/JMs, u n t i l there appeared 
to be a shortage of cargo ne t s which caused several hours delay each day. 
During the f i r s t days loading of ammunition in number two hatch, one hal f 
hour was l o s t because of a broken cable on the yard and s tay r i g , This 
was the only break dovai and delay due to equipment during the en t i r e operat io n. 

Troops required four hours to embark. This length of time could 
have been reduced to about two hours with the number of landing craf t a t 
our disposal and method employed,, The t ine consumed was due to ex t r a d e t a i l s j 
ashore and re lease by higher command. 

Troops embarked by scal ing landing ne ts which were lowered adjacent | 
to t h e i r compartments. This method re l ieved much congestion on the main deck 
while l a s t minute cargo was coming aboard. 

it 
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Appendix! to 29th Mar SaR, SaR l/S9 (CdntVd) .>. . • \ . - . • " . 

Chapter VI - Movement to, and Arr ival :at Objective Area 

Upon embarkation a t Guadalcanal, I ' r i t i s h Solomon Is lands , a l l . 
personnel ca r r i ed out a t r a in ing schedule, vhich- included .among other 
subjects , i n s t r u c t i o n in Japanese -language phrases , sniper and snooper scope 
land mines, "booby t r a p s , handling of c i v i l i a n s , pe rsona l hygiene as i t 
affected troops at t a rge t area , a i r and naval gunfire support phases of 
amphibious opera t ions , communication procedure, shore pa r ty , Regimental 
Weapons support, and physica l d r i l l . This schedule was in effect for 
six" (6) days from Guadalcanal to Ulit: .ii , and f o r four (k) days at the 
l a t t e r p o r t , 

a f t e r leaving the Haval s taging area at U l i t h i , a l l personnel 
of the landing team received de a i l ed i n s t r u c t i o n and b r i e f ing on the 
Okinawa operation,, Enlarged sketches and cha r t s were prepared which 

I f a c i l i t a t e d t h i s b r i e f i ng . Review of p a s t work, and i t s poss ib le use in 
the forthcoming operat ion was also ca r r i ed out . 9?ralhihg of communication 
personnel aboard ship consis ted of a minute review of wlrat each i nd iv idua l ' s 
duty would be while in combat, Ex t rac t s from the SOI were studied carefu l ly . 
All information tha t the In t e l l i gence Section had concerning the 
ta rge t was passed on to the raejU Troop coraraun.ii tat ion personnel did not 
a s s i s t the Ship1s•Communication Officer because of an overage of s h i p ' s 
communication men„ The troop message center worked with the s h i p ' s 
Messenger Service. 

There was a b r i e f outbreak of d iar rhea aboard r.hip, The 
organism was i s o l a t e d from contaminated food and i d e n t i f i e d as belonging 
to the salmonella group. Most o ther i l l n e s s e s cons i s t ed o f skin d iseases 
and mycotic ear i n f ec t ions , a carry-over from Guacalcanal. These, for the 
most' p a r t , improved rapid ly under treatment as blie ship s.i i led toward a 
cooler area. The usual "aaount of seasickness waf* encountered,, Two nen 
f e l l from ladders , sustaining, f rac tu res of a 5*h ne tac rapc l in ojae and 
a Co l i e s f rac ture in the o ther . • , '• 

Heads, l iv ing quar t e r s , messes and g a l l e y s were inspected d a i l y 
for c l ean l ines s . Heads were conspicuous for t h e i r foul odor, but t h i s 
could not be remedied eiiaoe the ship had no supp l i e s of creosote or o the r 
a n t i s e p t i c deodorants. San i ta t ion x<ras genera l ly <good0 

There were no unusual events enroute to the t a rge t area . 

Splendid cooperation on the pa r t of the .personnel of the 
USS^Leon t ranspor t ing the- landing team to the t a r g e t permit ted regula r 
periods for t r a in ing and b r i e f ing t roops . 
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Appendix I to 29th Mar SAR, SAR 1/29 (C0nt * d) 

1 Chapter VII - Assault Phase 

At 1300 on Love Day, BLT 1/29 debarked from the USS LE02I in 
accordance Tfith BLT 1/29 debarkation and approach schedule, moved to the 
t r an s f e r l ine and "boarded LVTs. The f i r s t wave- of the landing team ar r ived 
a t Green Beach 2.atlkU^, Love Day.-_ Some delay in landing-occurred a t the reef 
due to LVT d i f f i c u l t i e s in nego t i a t i n g the ' reef. and niggerheads atv lo-w water. 

Upon-reporting to the Sixth Marine Division C.P, , in the v i c i n i t y 
of Green Beach 2, t h i s landing team was ordered to p r o t e c t the l e f t f lank of 
tbfi d iv is ion and t i e in with the Twenty-Second Marine Begiment on. tha t f lank. 
The securing of t h i s flank \-ras completed a t 1700, Love Day, with the landing 
team covering a thousand yard f lank, ty ing i n with lfB« Company, 22d Marines-, 
This defense l i n e extended from TS 7895 L to TS 9995 Q. P a t r o l s were sent 
500 Yards to the front on Zampa Misaki Peninsula , and reported some enemy, 
sniper f i r e . Harassing a r t i l l e r y f i r e and naval gunfire i l luminat ion was 
ca l l ed for and del ivered during the night of Love Day, and the ea r ly morning 
of Love p lus 1 Day, All a r t i l l e r y and i l luminat ion was coordinated with HOT 
22, '.Enemy attempts a t i n f i l t r a t i o n during the night were repulsed. 

On Love p lus 1 Day, BLT 1/29 ' ^ s ordered to seize and secure . • .' 
Zampa.Misaki Peninsula , and; the a t tack jumped off at 0730, The advance ..-
up the peninsula progressed, rapid ly against l i g h t res is tance , , and the '• 
peninsula 'was secured a t 1125. The b a t t a l i o n awaited orders from Sixth 
Marine Division to leave the peninsula , and at IU30 orders were received 
to proceed to a d iv is ion reserve p o s i t i o n in the v i c i n i t y of Green Beach 2, 

At 1600, Love p lus 1 Day, BLT I /29 took up a pos i t i on as 
d iv is ion reserve in the v i c i n i t y of Green Beach 2, with the mission of 
p ro t ec t i ng the d iv i s ion l e f t flank and repuls ing any counter-landings on . 
the Black Beaches and a t the ITagahana a rea , the defense- l i n e extending 
from TS 7995 S. to TS 8095 ? . 

At 0800, Love p lus 2 Day, p a t r o l s were' sent to Zampa Misaki 
Peninsula and repor ted no add i t iona l enemy a c t i v i t y . At 1330, BLT 1/29 
was ordered to occupy a new d iv i s ion reserve pos i t i on to the eas t of Yon-
tan Air f ie ld a t TS 8395, and to be prepared, to support e i t h e r assau l t regiment' 
of the d iv is ion on order . The b a t t a l i o n reaches t h i s pos i t i on without 
encountering any r e s i s t ance , BLT 1/29 was- ordered to move to Yontan 
Ai r f ie ld a t 2000, Love p lus 2 Day to' defend the a i r s t r i p agains t poss ib le 
enemy airborne a t t ack . The airdrome was organized for defense, supported 
by "C1'-Company, 6th Tank B a t t a l i o n , ' by 2300, • lh attempted enemy landing 
on the a i r s t r i p occurred during the n igh t . 

On Love p lus 3 Day, a t 0835» the b a t t a l i o n was ordered to move 
immediately by truck to TS 8798 I , in the v i c i n i t y of the town of 
Uakadomari, and there assemble and awai t . fu r the r o rders . This movement was 
completed a t 1000, At H 5 5 BLT 1/29 was at tached by d iv is ion to HOT 22 ' 
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Appendix I to 29th Mar SAR,SA3.1/29 " ' \ " •*. : . ' 
Chapter H I (Cont 'd) , . ' 

and ordered \o advance up 'Ishikawa Isthmus. . The zone of the i n t e r i o r of 
the isthmus was assigned to . th i s "battalion..and-was thoroughly p a t r o l l e d 

'At the conclusion, of the day 's operat ion, t h i s b a t t a l i o n was t ied in with 
2/22 on the r i g h t and 3/22 on the l e f t ' , in, a l i n e extending across the 

' i s thmus from TS 9202'B' to TS 9202 X, ; Light enemy res i s tance was encountered 
in t h i s advance,. During-the night , strong enemy attempts a t i n f i l t r a t i o n 
were repulsed. A r t i l l e r y and i l luminat ion were' adequate. 

The next morning, Love p lus U.Day, a t .0730, p a t r o l s were 
sent 500 yards to the .-front by a l l companies'on the l i n e and s l i gh t enemy 
res i s tance was encountered* At 1200, the b a t t a l i o n was ordered to continue 
the advance to the north and to occupy a new bivouac and.defense area 
approximately three and one-half miles nor th of l i n e s occupied on the night 
of Love plus 3 D a y . •- • ' 

This u n i t - i n conjunction with 2 /22 , p a t r o l l e d the western 
half of the isthmus in t h i s advance and encountered only l igh t res i s tance 
a t 'the conclU'Sion of the day 's operat ion, 1/29 rever ted to 29th Marine 
Regiment a t 0600 the following morning. 

At O73O Love p l u s 5 ^ay, 1/29 resumed the a t t ack up the 
western half of the isthmus with "C" Company c lear ing the town of Atsutabaru,. 
h i l l 171, and assembling a t Hakaraa, and "-B" Company c lear ing the town of 
Hakaws, p a t r o l l i n g inland and assembling-at Imbul„ . Successively these -

companies c leared Kise, Kochi, and Kobesoko. ."A" Company proceeded • 
d i r e c t l y to Chuda on tanks and M-7" tank des t royers . Light r e s i s t ance Has 
encountered by a l l companies. ' At Chuda, two pla toons of "A" Company seized 
and cleared the town against l i gh t r es i s t ance and seized the high ground, . 
One platoon proceeded on tanks half way across the Chuda-Kushi. road, making 
visual r, con tact with HCT k along the eas tern coast , .The b a t t a l i o n occupied 
the western coas ta l sec to r of the regimental defense l ine "for the n igh t ,o f 
Love p lus 5 Day, tying, i n with 2/29 on the r i g h t . Ho enemy a c t i v i t y of any 
kind occurred during the n igh t of Love o lus 5 Day. 

Love plus 6 Day, 1/29 advanced fur ther up the west coast of 
Ishikawa Isthmus at 0200, occupied and secured the totyn of Yofuke and -
awaited orders to pass through 3/29. A perimeter defense was s e t up on 
the high ground surrounding the town, tying in with 2/29 on the l e f t and 
3/29 on the r i g h t . Strong p a t r o l s were sent by a l l companies to the i n t e r i o r 
for 1,000 yards . Light enemy res i s t ance was encountered on these p a t r o l s , 
A coastal-, defense was se t up supported by 1st. 37mm-Platoon, Wpns/29. 
No enemy a c t i v i t y occurred during the n ight , ' .-••• 

.Ctovlove p lus 7 Day, 1/29 i n i t i a l l y in rese rve , was ordered to-
send one company to Nago and advance inland across the Hotobu P e n i n s r l a 
for approximately 2,000 yards to the, town of Yamadadobaru, secure t h a t a rea 
and await o r d e r s ' t p advance fu r the r . "G": Company was assigned t h i s jnission 
and ar r ived a t the designated a rea at ,0900, At 1000 the order of the day 
was changed, and the b a t t a l i o n was. d i rec ted to push rapid ly northwest to 
^arishido t o a s s i s t "H!l Company., '3/29,, which u n i t was meeting strong r e 
sistance i n , IS 0U22. The rear CP, with "A" and "B» Companies, moved out to 
th i s area from. Yofuke, »Crt Company proceeded northwest from Yamadadobaru 
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Chapter VII, Cont'd ' . '.. * ; . " : . -

a t 11C0. All companies converged in the v i c i n i t y of Narishido at 1500, and 
a perimeter defense was set up: for" the n i g h t a t TS 0-522 i,,B,G. Heavy enemy 
machine gun and r i f l e f i r e w,as encountered in. the v i v i n i t y of Narishido, 
and two .enemy strong points-were knocked out . ;.Sb enemy a c t i v i t y was evident 
during the n igh t . Heavy a r t i l l e r y concentrations- were l a i d dtiwn oh enemy 

. strong, po in t s lo'cated to -theff rant- a t regular . i n t e rna l s during the night , . 

.. - , • This "battalion consolidated i t s pos i t i on on Love p lus 8 Day, as 
ordered, and p a t r o l s were sent 500 yards to the front and f lanks , At I3OO 
th i s un i t moved to I t o m i , - p a t r o l l i n g l a t e r a l l y as the advance progressed 
agains t l i g h t r c s i s tance, The high ground south of Itomi was reached a t 
1600, and a night defense was set UP a t TS O32U. So enemy a c t i v i t y was 
evident during the 'n ight , 

.. ;. On Love p lus 9 Day p a t r o l l i n g of the high ground above and 
flanking Itomi was begun, and strong enemy res i s t ance was located, consis t ing 
of well-prepared pos i t i ons employing 25mm guns, mortars , machine guns and 
r i f l e s , . . 

The same procedure was followed on Love p lus 10 Day,., to obtain 
addi t ional information of the enemy strong p o i n t s , and p a t r o l s were sent to" i 
TS O325 and'TS 01+25* Light res i s tance was encountered. 

.. - , • On Love p lus 11 Day, a strong p a t r o l was moved westward along 
the high ground bordering the Itomi-Toguchi Ed, while two p a t r o l s moved 
north and east of Itomi. Prom the extremely high ground sou±h of the 
Itomi-Togtxchi road, west of Itomi, well-placed enemy pos i t i ons were en
countered which offered the p a t r o l strong r e s i s t a n c e . Fur ther informa
t ion of t h i s l o c a l i t y was obtained when reinforcing p a t r o l s were sent to the 
same area . 

The f i n a l phase of p a t r o l l i n g in a l l d i r ec t ions from the general 
area of Itomi x*a,s completed -on Love p lus 12 Day, r e s u l t i n g in d e f i n i t e l y 
loca t ing the enemy strong po in t s in the western sec tor of Southern Motobu 
Peninsula,. 

• On Love p lus 13 Day two companies of th i s organizat ion, followed 
by two companies o f 2/29, pushed to the west to el iminate the strong p o s i 
t i ons located by the p a t r o l s of the previous four days. Ah advance of S00 
yards was made up steep slopes against strong resistance, . .The b a t t a l i o n 
stopped for - the night and set UP a per imeter defense a t TS O323 F. 

( I 

f 

During the morning of Love p lus lh Day the b a t t a l i o n was consoli— 
dated and the a t t ack continued. In the afternoon the l ine advanced to the 0-S 
l i ne at TS 0223 I "by " c " Company, This pos i t i on was reinforced on Love plus 
15 day and vigorous p a t r o l s kept the b a t t a l i o n in constant contact with the 
enemy. A r t i l l e r y and Naval Gunfire support we're employed throughout the . 
a s sau l t up these steep r idges and heavier preparat ion.was l a i d down p r i q r • 
^0 the f i n a l a s sau l t phase. ' The, f i n a l a s sau l t on the enemy strong point,-
was completed* a t I3OO on Love plus" 16 Day, - P a t r o l s mopped.-.-up ..remaining'.> 
sporadic res i s t ance in t h i s . a r e a on Lo^e p lus 17 Day, 'and contact was maire
ta ined with 2/29 on the l e f t . Light r e s i s t ance , was •-encountered by one pa 
t r o l ' i n the v i c i n i t y of'Manna. • '•••'•• 
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Chapter VII, Cont'd 

P a t r o l s pushed fur ther nor th on. Love"plus' ,18 Day. Ih r e s i s t ance 
was encountered, and contact -was made by-two. Companies' with BCT h on- the 
lef*;'and:3/-29 on the r ight a t TS"0125 &-V ; ' " ' " . ' •-, - :'• '. 

The a t t ack to .the north coast of. Mo to bu Pen insu la was continued on 
Love plus-19 .Day. The advance was coordinated.'with 3/M-on the l e f t and 3/29 
on the r i g h t . Ho res i s tance was encountered' "by p a t r o l s -combing mountainous 
t e r r a i n t o the soas t . P a t r o l s c l ea r ing out the towns of Kaneshi and.Shushi 
encountered very l i gh t res is tance. . , . -4 defense was set-up. for the n igh t out 
side, Shushu and a road block and ambush were< p laced on the,-road net leading5 

to the south and e a s t . • 

P a t r o l s were sent out 1500 yards in a l l d i r ec t ions on Love p lus 
20 Day, and no enemy a c t i v i t y was reported. The following day, 1/29 vas 

ordered to 'proceed to'Toguchi and prepare to embark from $hat po in t tp;.,..-
land on Sesoko Shima. The order of the day was changed a t O9OO, and -the •*-
b a t t a l i o n ' r e t u r n e d to i t s area a t Shusfii,and continued p a t r o l l i n g in a l l 
directions, , - • •'"'• •,. 

"- Prom Love p lus , 21 day to Love p lus 23 Day l o c a l p a t r o l l i n g was. " : 
continued i n - a l l d i r ec t ions . Corbact was maintained with p a t r o l s from 
adjacent u n i t s . 

..•.'• "• This b a t t a l i o n was. ordered to move to a new defense area in . . t he , , ' 
v ic in i ty-of Toguchi on Love p lus 2U Day. The movement was' completed-' and.'.. 
a camp area was" se t up a t TS 962U S. One p la toon, re inforced by machine 
guns and detachment from rtC"Company, 6th Engineer B a t t a l i o n , . p a t r o l l e d .the 
Itorai-Togu'chi- road and encountered no enemy a c t i v i t y or land mines* The 
road-was open t o vehicle t r a f f i c . ''" . ' >.'...--

Prom Love p lus 25 Day to da te , ac tua l operat ions have, been underway 
for the organizing, "pa t ro l l ing , and defending of, the defensive sec tor o.f •, 
Motobu Peninsula assigned to 1/29, This area of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was divided 
in to three subsectors , each subsector being assigned to a r i f l e company for 
a period of nine days, with the mission of seeking out and destroying or 
capturing any remaining-enemy r e s i s t a n c e . Companies have been assigned ••:•:". 
different sec tors a t the termination of each nine-day period* .Each company 
schedule requi res constant" ' three-day p a t r o l s ' b y each platoon assigned t h i s 
mission. Provis ion has been made for defense against airborne, a t t ack by 
un i t s not, immediately engaged"in p a t r o l -work,,'" Units not 'engaged in p a t r o l l i n g 
are responsible for :defense against counter- landings on any of f ive poss ib le 
landing beaches in the subsector .of defense assigned to t h i s b a t t a l i o n , as 
well as the i n t e r n a l secur i ty of the b a t t a l i o n bivouac : area. Defensive i n s t a l 
l a t ions are underway along each landing beach, and a f ina l defense p o s i t i o n 
i s located on the high ground southeast of Toguchi. 
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Special addi t ional p a t r o l and secu r i ty missions have "been 
assigned t h i s b a t t a l i o n and include secu r i ty .pa t ro l s for, service u n i t s 
operat ing in the area . ...• ,; 

Throughout the operation, infantry^combat was-limited, 
p rev ious ly to p a t r o l l i n g in s t rength , varying from company to b a t t a l i o n 
p a t r o l s . . Advances through s t rong po in t s encountered were made by f i r e , 
and movement,-. A large -oercentage of the time i t was necessary to f igh t 
the t e r r a i n in order to seek o u t a n d destroy the enemy, who \tras at no.;-- \ 
time v i s ib l e in large numbers to the a t tacking force . 

Supply ' • 

By the nature of the operation several supply d i f f i c u l t i e s \isvQ 
encountered upon landing on the beach and moving inland,, This b a t t a l i o n . . | 
landing, team'landed on Green -%ach Two Love Day and on'Love p lus One began 
to move on an everage of severa l miles per day. Confusion and congestion -
on the beach combined with a decided lack of t r anspor ta t ion made movement 
of supplies inland very d i f f i c u l t . Arranging for suppl ies and t ranspor ta t ion 
to move them and a c t u a l l y ge t t i ng the suppl ies underway invar iably required,, 
an excessive amount of time. 

During the movement over the i s land the a v a i l a b i l i t y of Class I , 
I I , I I , &,V supplies was adequate but t ransport ing these supplies to the 
u n i t was very d i f f i c u l t . During the f i r s t week the source of supply 
did not move close enough behind the a s s a u l t u n i t s neces s i t a t i ng long ,,. . 
hauls over very congested roads with inadequate t ranspor ta t ion . - When t h i s . 
Ba t t a l ion Landing Team joined CT 29, t h i s s i t ua t i on was a l l ev i a t ed to a ••. 
g rea t extent , 

Water po in t s were always quickly es tab l i shed close to the un i t and 
the capaci ty was always suf f i c ien t which made water supply r e l a t i v e l y easy 
during the whole operat ion. 

Class 11 supplieshave been -par t icular ly lacking . Ponchos, 
packs, and veh equipment l o s t and destroyed have not been replaced by 
i s s u e . Salvage has taken care of -part of the need. 

Motor maintenance has been quite good. All minor r e p a i r s , r e 
placement of t i r e s and most p a r t s , have been made very qsickly. 

The Engineers have ke-pt roads passable a t near ly a l l t imes . 
Seldom was forward movement of vehic les held up for more than a few hours 
in the forward a r ea s . 

k 

f 
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Medical S e c t i o n 

" ; • The F i r s t Bat ta l ion 'began to dehark ^t-1300, l i ^ j r i l , 19!+5. 
The two b a t t a l i o n surgeons and s ix 'corpsnen -went ashore in the 6th wave, 
one doctor and three corpsnen in each of two 'boats. .• The remaining head
quarters corpsmen landed. in the Sth wave. Company corpsmen accompanied 
t h e i r un i t s in the. f i r s t U waves. Ten_ combat, p.^cks went-ashore with the, 
corpsmen. The remaining heavy gear was landed with the quartermaster 
suppl ies . The jeep ambulance came ashore on Love p lus 2 day with the s ick 
c a l l box, ex t r a plasma, Sp l in t s , and l i t t e r s . . Ho. .losses of mate r ia l or 
personnel were sustained in the landing. ••" 

Throughout the- campaign. the F i r s t Ba t ta l ion was a mobile unit ' 
cont inual ly on the move e i t h e r as a b a t t a l i o n or in company p a t r o l s . The 
t e r r a i n was l a r g e l y mountainous and a good p a r t of the time in t e r r i t o r y 
where vehicles could not operate in close support. These condit ions 'many 

• p times precluded.any type of medical setup other than f a c i l i t i e s for f i r s t 
aid and evacuat ion by hand. The b a t t a l i o n moved by day usual ly stopping to 
dig in in the^afternoon or e a r l y eavening. Bough.roads and nat ive t r a i l s 
were numerous providing adequate routes of evacuation. The h i l l s were 
th ick ly -foliaged and camouflage was a minor problem. 

Local secur i ty was obtained by s e t t i n g up a per imeter defense 
of. J-nian fox-holes about the aid s t a t i on every n ight . Two hours watches were 
stood in each hole , An attempt was always made to f ind na tura l p ro tec t ion 
for the wounded, and used when, poss ib le . At no time was the "battalion 
s ta t ionary long enough that she l t e r s or dugouts could be erected. Blackouts 
were s t r i c t l y enforced. Ho blackout t en t was ava i l ab le and n ight work was 
done beneath blankets and ponchos, 

Ho h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n of p a t i e n t s was done in the a id s t a t i o n , 

3vacuation was extremely d i f f i c u l t over mountainous t e r r a i n . 
When the b a t t a l i o n operated away from roads re l iance was placed on nylon 
jungle l i t t e r s , Begular Havy folding l i t t e r s wore too heavy and unwieldy 
for useover mountain t r a i l s . Casual t ies we're "evacuated on jungle l i t t e r s 
af ter cu t t ing pine carrying poles 'to s l i p through the handles. Bandsmen 
and company corpsnen car r ied jungle l i t t e r s and a u n i t of plasma. By tha t 
means f a c i l i t i e s were always avai lable for the treatment of shock and prompt 
removal of the p a t i e n t , Beacu.se of road blocks , "blown br idges , and n i n e s , 
i t was necessary several times to evacuate p a t i e n t s a dis tance of up to 3000 
yards "by hand. Eadio messages would br ing ambulances to the neares t po in t 
to meet c a s u a l t i e s . On the whole, evacuation was prompt -nd adequate 

Casual t ies for the one-ration were '32• dead, ''105 wounded, and evacuated, 
and 35 wounded and not evacuated0 
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The b a t t a l i o n did not reach a bivouac area u n t i l the 26th day. Prioj 
to that time f i e l d san i t a t ion consis ted of s l i t t renches and burning and 
burying garbage and t r a sh . On the 26th day the b a t t a l i o n was placed in 
bivouac near a nat ive v i l l a g e . Houses were -designated for use by the. s taf f 
s ick bay,, and connand p o s t , and company o f f i ces , ,'All. houses!, ,„garss -and shacks, 
and mosquito breeding areas were sprayed with 5$ DDT'in kerosens. Local 
wells and c i s t e r n s were heavi ly chlor ina ted with sodiun hyperchlor i te for 
use in washing and bathing only, At no. tine.-.did the b a t t a l i o n drink any 
water other than tha t which was sur>"oiied frdft a 'water poin t in expedi t ionary 
cans. Pood supplies consis ted of. K , C , and 1 0 - i n - l r a t i ons , "bating of local 
f r u i t s and vegetables was forbidden unless they were thoroughly cooked, 

Alf bodies of F i r s t Ba t ta l ion dead were reclaimed and evacuated 
by the quartermaster departnent . Enemy dead, including--civi l ians , w^re 
buried when t ine and*movements permitted,, 

No epidemics or unusual d iseases were encountered, 

Kb den ta l service i s ava i lab le in the ' b a t t a l i on . Urgent • 
cases were returned to the Regimental Dent is t where they were promptly 
t r ea ted and re turned to duty. Sight den ta l cases were sent back during 
the campaign, only one of which was a b a t t l e in jury . 

Civ i l ian casua l t i e s were numerous from a r t i l l e r y and night f i r i n g . 
AL1 those who presented themselves a t the a id s t a t i o n or were found ^oy 
troops were given f i r s t a id fcr-eatraent. For ty seven were t rea ted . Seriously 
wounded c i v i l i a n s were evacuated through regimental aid s t a t i on or through 
Civ i l Government i f ava i l ab l e . Defini te care for c i v i l i a n s was inadequate, 
A prevalence of c rus t ing eczema of the scalp was noted in ncny chi ldren , 
.an occasional adul t with e l ephan t i a s i s was seen, 

No p r i sone r of war was t r e a t e d by the medical .department. • 

» 
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Chapter VIII .- Bnemy Tact ics t- Organization,-* and. Equipment. 

The f i r s t . d i s t i nc . t i ve . enemy t a c t i c noted- was in the advance 
north on Motobu Peninsula, when huge c r a t e r s were "blown out of the roads, 
bridges were wrecked and large t r ees were cut to f a l l across roads. In 
almost every ins tance , these road blocks were covered by heavy or l i g h t 
machine gun f i r e , with sni-oers in gro'uns and as individuals loca ted . in 
s t r a t eg i c p o s i t i o n s . On the Itomi-Toguchi road, and roads leading nor th , 
these .road blocks and open places were well-covered by 25mm cannon and 
.heavy machine guns out of small arms range0 „Several times the enemy 
allowed por t ions of a uni t to r>ass, then f i r ed on 'the rea r , or .on another 
unit in column.' With t h i s heavy f i r e , and by the use of mortars and sn ipers , 
a r e l a t i v e l y small enemy force was used to attempt to cut un i t s in two 
and reduce the personnel of the a t tack ing force . 

The usua l c lever ly camouflaged and s t r a t e g i c a l l y located 
machine guns, mortars and heavy weapons were.encountered. The s t r a t e g i c 
use of high explosive ammunition from 25mm automatic cannon had a g r ea t e r 
demoralizing effect than mortars or machine guns„ Nifht i n f i l t r a t i o n by 
small groups and individuals was ncrted on severa l occasions* No strong 
banzai charges occurredc ' 

On Love plus f i f t een Day, a captured enemy notebook revealed the 
fact than an observer had located the rear GP and bivouac area of LT l /29 
at TS 0324 M. From his location (TS 012^ Q.), with the a id of g la s ses , he 
had observed our p a t r o l s going out , and recommended to h i s un i t commander 
that he send a squad to v i s i t our bivouac area„ I t i s evident, from the 
location of t h i s document when found, that heavy weapons f i r e had a l l routes 
from the bivouac area covered, and a l l the enemy observer had to do was ca l l 
down f i r e on any movement in the a rea . 

In most i n s t ances , the enemy held h is emplaced machine gun and 
cannon f i r e u n t i l middle or l a t e afternoon. I t i s bel ieved tha t t h i s t a c t i c 
was employed to prevent disclosure of strong no in t s in time for any a t t ack 
in force on any such t a rge t as a spec i f i c ob jec t ive . 

The m i l i t a r y organizat ion of c i v i l i a n s was discovered on Motobu 
Peninsual through the questioning of c i v i l i a n s who had been organized in to 
home guard or home defense u n i t s . Their t r a i n i n g was evident ly l imi ted 
and they seemed to be capable only of g u e r i l l a work or individual sniping 
Quite a few surrendered read i ly when cut off or caught„ One nan, who was 
armed with a grenade, sa id tha t he would use i t to p ro tec t h is family 
against e i t he r Japs or Americans. '•• • 
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• 9jla'!:'-^.ir..i^ilr Estimated 5esu i t s of Operation.-

The area,secured by t h i s "battalion inc luded ' the Zanpa Misaki 
Peninsula and sect ions of Ishikawa Isthmus and Motobu Petfins-ola. 

Enemy c a s u a l t i e s : 

Killed 
. •••' 'Prisoners of War ' 

Captured 

328 

The operations of this- b a t t a l i o n on Motobu Peninsula contr ibuted 
.to the breaking of enemy res i s tance on,the south side of t ha t peninsula . 
Three hundred and twenty-ejght (328) enemy soldiers ' .were k i l l e d , and 
considerable m i l i t a r y equipment,, weapons and supplies were' destroyed,, 
itaong" o ther items of enemy equipment destroyed were f ive (5) heavy 
machine guns, eleven ( l l ) l i g h t machine guns, s ix (6) mortars and nine (5) 
25mm dual purpose guns.• " , •. 

3 s i 

Our losses : 

Ki l led in iiction 32 

Wounded in 'Action and Evacuated 105 

Wounded in act ion (not evacuated) 35 

Missing . . . " ' 0 
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Chapter X - Comments and Recommendations 

A' cont r ibut ing fac tor - to morale throughout the operation was 
a p l e n t i f u l sup-oly of new type r a t i o n s , i . e . : 10 in 1 and the new type C, 
another f ac to r in maintaining morale was the d i s t r i b u t i o n of n a i l a f t e r 
Love p lus 10 days. I t is suggested that thedai}.ly re-oofts'-of the S-l 

If 
for 

save time 
in acquir ing .the f ac t s for the submission of the recommendations, Onp. . 
fact tha t tended to lessen morale; î ras the loo t ing of. seabags of personal be
longings while they were being - t ranspor ted from the ship to the "bivouac 
area. t >---:.: >.• .i . ••,- if?9 :• 

Map's furnished before ihe operation consis ted of. t a rge t square 
maps of 1:10,060 and 1:25,000 and small scale general maps of 1:50,000, 
and lilOOjOOOo All maps were adequate in numbers for b r i e f ing of t roops 
and for i n i t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n on landing. Deta i l s -of beaches and inland^ 
for the f i r s t 1,000 yards were, f a i r l y adequate. ' Aerial -photos'furnished 
before the operat ion were not suf f ic ien t in number.for de ta i l ed b r i e f ing 
of troops on assigned beaches. I t i s bel ieved ce r t a in photos of l a rge s t 
scale poss ib le should be fu-rnished i n suf f ic ien t numbers to permit study of 
landing beaches \>y squad leaders ; these to be captioned i f p r a c t i c a l by 
t ra ined API personnel , to c l ea r ly show routes inland and small i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
that nay not appear on a smaller scale map. Photos tha t were furnished, did 
not show d e t a i l s clearly^ t h i s was t>robab'ly due to cloudiness or t>oor v i s i 
b i l i t y . 

The t a rge t square naps 1:10,000 used-by troops in i n i t i il phase 
proved to ve very adequate for the f i r ~ t ten days,, but had to be discarded 
a f t e r moving inland due to the bulk of- so raany sheets and insuf f ic ien t numbers, 
After moving on to and up the Ishikawa Isthmus the t a rge t square 1?25v>000 
map was used. Here and on the Motobu Peninsula many discrepancies were noted 
in the* t e r r a i n as -shown on. the man and as i t a c tua l l y was; also on the t r a i l s 
and roads. This was true both in areas covered and clouded a reas . The 
photos received by BLT 1/29 were not furnished as soon as needed, and not 
being-captioned1-ttere1ofJ:li 't 'tle"use to small uni t commanders, as de t a i l ed 
study was not poss ib le under e x i s t i n g condi t ions . 

In t e l l i gence inforraati6n furnished for i i t i a l phases by higher-
echelons proved suf f ic ient for the BLT. However, on reaching the Motobu 
Peninsula lack of accurate information on the t e r r a i n , i n s t a l l a t i o n s , number 
and composition of enemy forces became evident,,- , ,, -

For the f i r s t , two days POu's, na t ives and c i v i l i a n s were sent to 
proper co l l ec t ing po in t s under armed guard. Later na t ives and c i v i l i a n s were 
questioned b r i e f l y by enlisted*language men at tached and i f they did not 
appear suspicious were sent to concentrat ion under guard i f p r a c t i c a l , and 
given safe conduct slros, and verbally d i rec ted where to go when, not p r a c 
t i c a l to send escor ts ." '" • .. , 
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PO'is or suspicious c i v i l i a n s were given pre l iminary in t e r roga t ion 
on the spot by language nen toobtain any pe r t i nen t information and then sent 
under guard to co l l ec t ing poin t ^>y most expeditious.means. 

The addi t iona l personnel allowed Bat ta l ion In t e l l i gence .Co l l ec t ion 
Teans by Division proved very valuable in recovery of enemy document's and 
mate r i a l . 'A much b e t t e r .coverage was permit ted of previous ly occupied a reas , 
which would not have-been poss ible with T/0 personnel onlyc Two men were 
assigned to each r i f l e cpimany with recrovery of documents and mater ia l a 
primary mission. This -oroved very ef fec t ive as long as the s i t ua t ion 
permit ted the- personnel to remain. 

The one en l i s t ed language man assigned to t h i s BLT answered a 
"must" lacking in pas t operations^ From 1-Day to L p lus 9 one man remained • 
with the BLT, when he was re l ieved.another language nan was assigned; These 
two men were very e f f i c i e n t , did t h e i r work thoroughly and offered every • 
cooperation a t a l l time3. Their a b i l i t y to worked th o ther personnel was • 
also noteworthy. 

Only an occasional case was 'noted of c i v i l i a n s having been 
affected by propaganda* In general they seemed to be l e s s h o s t i l e than in '•• 
the p a s t , and some of t h i s could'have been the r e su l t of the wr i t ten propa* 
ganda. • • ' _ . ' 

Liaison between Bat ta l ion ' S~,2 and'Segimental S~2»' adequate. 

Usual counter in te l l igence measures, for small u n i t s .was ca r r i ed 
such as night n o i s e - d i s c i p l i n e , use of concealment and defi lade for move
ment when pos s ib l e , 'burning of envelopes 'of mail received, des t ruct ion of 
documents no longer of use, shackle ori&Q, and withholding o f . f i r i n g at,' 
night where p r a c t i c a l . 

The M~29-'-C'(weasel) proved very effect ive and i s highly recom
mended for fur ther u s e , , The track i s not s turdy enough for continued 
use on hard sur faces , but with replacement t racks ava i lab le i t w i l l be an 
exce l len t veh ic l e . On several occasions the weasel, was the only vehicle 
able to pass where br idges had been blown. I t i s recommended more of them 
be put to use in each uni t . 

The amphibious cargo t r a i l e r i s to heavy and unwieldy to be 
p r a c t i c a l . I t i s so close to the ground i t wi l l hardly t raverse on l e v e l 
ground. Also i t requi res a heavy vehicle to move i t , too nany times a truck 
i s not ava i lab le when i t i s t ine tr> move the t r a i l e r forward,, 

Trucks, ^ ton, kxk audi ton UxU, and. 2s ton 6x6 proved very 
e f f i c i en t and more of these are needed for fas t movement, over long' 
d i s t ances . 

( tf 
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Chapter X, Cont'd 

Organizat ional equipment and baggage a r r ived a t the organizat ional 
dump in very poor shape. Vir tual ly- a l l the c lo th ing r o l l s and knapsacks 
had "been p i l f e r e d and looted . Many of the seabags did ;not a r r ive a t a l l , 
Approximately seventy five; (75) per ' tfent ,of- the organizat ional equipment e i t he r 
did not a r r ive or had been broken open and p a r t i a l l y l o s t o r destroyed. 
Complete replacement i s required on ranges,, f i e l d , M>-1937» to mention one item. 

To sum up the sup-oly problem, the c lass I I supplies are for the 
most p a r t the l e a s t adequate, . and t r anspor ta t ion is. inadequate. More care 
should be exercised by the service- u n i t s in guarding.and handling supplies 
and equipment put in t h e i r hands on the beaches. 

Only in one or two unusual ins tances was i t impossible to ge t ; 
supplies to the assau l t uni t sr r egu la r ly . While u n i t s were up in the h i l l s 
much of the s u p p l y b f ammunition, food, and water was by hand 'car ry , from the 
roads up the mountain s ides . At no time was supply cut off long enough to 
impair the e f f ic iency of the men. 

One a e r i a l de l ivery drop of food, ammunition and water was made 
on IS April c In t h i s ins tance the drop was none to successful . P a r t of the 
ammunition was not the type requested, much of the water was l o s t , and the 
amount of food was inadequate. The necess i ty of salvaging parachutes and 
containers requires about as much work as "it would -take to deliver, the supplies 
by hand carry from the uni t dump0 ' . 

The communications plan (SOl) was adequate. Because of the i n i t i a l 
reserve s t a t u s of t h i s ba t t a l i on suf f ic ien t time was not allowed to draw up a 
communications p lan . Suff ic ient c a l l signs and frequencies were a l l o t t e d , Fr iend
l y in ter ference was encountered one day on the Ba t ta l ion Command Itfet0 

Because of added'radio equipment (SCH~6l0) four add i t iona l voice 
radio operators should be -added to the T/0o Training of communication personnel 
was adequate0 More time should be spent on voice procedure'^ During t h i s cam
paign only one message was received in code by the Commanding Officer of t h i s 
ba t t a l i on , C,PC losses while in combat were?. 

1 Eadio Operator,, 
h Linemen, 
1 Message Center Clerk. 

Three t ra ined wiremen at tached to the communication pla toon were 
used to guard a quartermaster dump. These men reported back to the platoon 
eight (g) .days l a t e r , During ac t ion on two (2) occasions C„p„ vere used as 
s t re tcher b'earers0 Ba t t l e c a sua l t i e s have not been replaced to t h i s date e 

Signal equipment l o s t o r badly damaged during the per iod 1 April 
to 25 April included one ( l ) SCE-300, one ( l ) radio set/ 'Model 3BZ, th ree (3) 
•^-S telephones, and two (2) sound powered headsets . All s ignal equipment 
with the exception of the switchboard BIL/l was 'suitable.,, This switchboard 
doea not contain enough-drop's and i s cumbersome, i n carrying over rough moun
tainous t e r r a i n . A s i l en t generator i s needed for the radio s e t , TBX,> One 
^ D ^ t r a i l e r , l/k ton, should be added to the T/0 or T/A for a b a t t a l i o n com
munication p la toon . All radio se t s were to a ce r ta in degree water-proofed. 

During the embarkation abid -woyage. per iod no s a t i s f ac to ry s torage area 
"as avai lable for s igna l equipment,' 'Sensitive radio equipment and a l l o t h e f f c i 
a r t i c l e s of s igna l equipment x,ras stoi^ed in'..over crowded holds with the t roops^-*-

^ u n a t e l y only s l i gh t damage was caused to any of t h i s equipment. 
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i l l l . of :the signal ' equipment he longing to th i s ha t t a l i on was loaded 
from the • ship and landed a t . the proper beach.' F i f t y (50) n i l e s of wi re , 'CI30 
f ive .miles-of wire, C110 and four (H) boxes 'of "assorted.' b a t t e r i e s have not 
reached, t h i s h a t t a l i o n a t t h i s da t e . . 

''¥,0''major items of. s ignal equipment was l e f t 'behind. Ext ra h a t 
t e r i e s , -heavy r e p a i r equipment, and. a sna i l amount of wire, was l e f t in the 
rear echelon. This did not have any effect on the operat ion. A resupply of 
s ignal equipment was obtained from the Regimental Communications Platoon and 
the Division Signal'Company, during<tlae opera t ion. '• Tfe had minor r e p a i r . " 
f a c i l i t i e s and ,did minor re-pairs on radio sets SCP.-30C, switchboards 3D—71, 
telephones BE_g and radio s e t s SCR--6I0. Hegiment and divis ion made major 
r e p a i r s . A. very small amount of equipment spares w^re carried, "because they •• 
we re,-not obtainable p r i o r to embarkation. Equipment spares were adequate. 
As a l ready s t a ted in t h i s ' r epor t , a t r a i l e r should he permanently assigned to 
a ha t t 1 ion conmunications p la toon, A nesssnger vehicle should he avai lable " 
at a l l t imes. On several occasions messengers walked two or three miles to 
a superior un i t ea r ly i n the morning' and l a t e in the afternoon. 

. Because of the grea t distance "between un i t s and the rapid 
movements of the u n i t s , wire could not keep up, thereby causing radio com
munications to he overworked,' This s i t ua t i on was re l ieved when i t was 
poss ib le to get wire communication i n . 

In poss ib le large land mass b a t t l e s i t i s believed that the 
ex i s t ing .agenc ies except t r anspor ta t ion should he adequate. I t i s bel ieved 
tha t the only poss ib le hreakdowns ..would be supply. 

D i f f i cu l t i e s encountered.? _. ... ••. 

Radio - Terrain, s l i g h t jamming, new b a t t e r i e s being dead. 

Wire - Terrain, long distance from parent organizat ion, f r iendly 
and enemy cutting' of i#ires„ 

u 

Visual - Terrain. 

Messenger- Long distances" from parent C.P. , road blocks, insuffici--
ent information-; on "location of other C.P. ' 3 other than 
your 01m, 

The shackle code authent ica t ion system was used. The enemy did not 
t r y to use i t , Personnel were well t r a ined in s e c u r i t y measures. This organi
zat ion had a s ecu r i t y -plan. "... . >.) 

On several'o'ccasi.ohs.'.slight Jamming, by the enemy was encountered. 
Due to previous- training" personnel read i ly recognized t h i s .and\had l i t t l e dif
f i c u l t y in receiving t ransmissions . ' . .' 

Remarks: :.'•;• , 
1, Less voice transmissions a t n igh t . -. 
2. More luminous controls on equipment, .. „ _. 
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3. Nothing "but urgent nessages a t night by r ad io . 
U, Less personal conversation on radio nets., 
5. &ive communications o f f i ce r information on any movement t ha t would 

e f fec t communications so he can have time to make plans for i t . 

All the b a t t a l i o n medical equipment was" ca r r i ed on the opera t ion. 
Two dombat packs and one case of a t abr ine were l o s t from the quartermaster 
dumps„ P i l f e r i n g was neg l igab le , Supply and resupply of e s s e n t i a l items 
for combat ca sua l t i e s was adequate. Plasma unit-s f requent ly gave d i f f i c u l t y 
in the f i e l d ; f a i l u r e to r e t a in the vacuum in the plasma b o t t l e , broken glass 
elements i n ' t h e tubing, f a i lu re to -run< e t c 0 Plasma a t times had to be mixed 
by hand,., by pouring from b o t t l e to bo btle„ Air f i l t e r had to be renoved or 
blown through to s t a r t a flow.' Human serum albumin i s compact, easy to carry0 
and easy to s t a r t running,, No f a i l u r e s were encountered with i t* I t i s of 
extreme value to a l ine o u t f i t and should be provided in g r ea t e r quan t i t i e s 
for t h e i r usec 

The b a t t a l i o n aid s t a t i on ' had one. hosp i t a l j eep . One vehicle i s 
inadequate for carrying necessary f i r s t a id and common sick c a l l suppl ies , 
The F i r s t Ba t ta l ion was for tunate in procuring a surveyed t r a i l e r before 
leaving for the opera t ion. I t proved invaluable in keeping supplies a t hand. 
One jeep ambulance i s inadequate when-a number, of ca sua l t i e s must be evacuated 
a long d is tance , Frequently the b a t t a l i o n had to, radio Regimental Headquarters 
for add i t iona l ambulances. I t i s suggested tha t a ba t t a l i on be allowed two 
jeeps , 

! 'Adequate i n i t i a l supplies 'of a t ab r ine , mosquito r epe l l en t , i n s e c t i 
cide powder and DDT were carried,. He supply. of i n s e c t i c i d e powder did not f i l l 
exis t ing needs. One case of- a tabr ine was los t from the quartermaster dump* 
All men were supplied with atabrine, , mosquito repellent. , halazone t a b l e t s and 
insec t ic ide powder in a jungle k i t before embarking. Thereafter company corps-
men were supplied with these items from the Bat ta l ion Aid Sta t ion to replace 

•items needed, Atabrine i s given in the chow l i n e any time a ga l l ey i s erected. 

After completion of the a s sau l t phase, the b a t t a l i o n went in to 
bivouac near an OKINAWA}! v i l l a g e . Houses were d i s igna ted for the s ta f f , . sick 
'bay, command pos t and company o f f i c e s . These houses were sprayed with DDT 
and a l l loose t r a s h was gathered and burned. Covered heads were s t a r t e d the 
second day and completed shor t ly . All-unoccupied houses were declared out of 
bounds. Wells and c i s t e rns were heavi ly chlor inated for washing and bathing 
purppse.s0 All drinking water was procured in expedi t ionary cans from a water-
po in t where i t had been chlor inated and f i l t e r e d by the engineers . 

Ten-In-.One and Charlie ra t ions were dispensed to personnel . The 
refuse from these r a t i ons was burned in company garbage p i t s and then 
buried. All. medical suppl ies ca r r i ed by the quartermaster caught up a t t h i s 
pointy The.aid -station was able to then set up a s i c k bay with r egu la r s ick 
ca l l hours and with f a c i l i t i e s for ordinary the rep ies , All p a t i e n t s r e 
quiring bed r e s t were -sent to the medical company, fr&m t h i s p o i n t . No e p i 
demics were encountered in troops or na t ives , ' " ' ' ;.-
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The number of,«hc-re f i r e co lit r o l l e r s 6 nhe 1' .was inadequate for' eff j j 
cient movement of equipment over the, d i f f i c u l t "terrain encountered cm t h i s 
opera t ion, ,It i s recommended, that two. (2) me.h.be,- added to. the Forward Otu 
server Team.. , _ . . ; , , . . . • .... .,''•' "•••. 

The. SCR- 69U radio -0 roved to 'he . ' the mos t - sa t i s fac tory set tha t has 
ever been used by naval -gunfire teams. The atmospheric conditions in 
t h i s locale x<>ere such tha t at times communications were impossible, . I t is 
"believed tha t t h i s could he corrected, by-fur ther improvement- of the radio set. 

The SOH 3OQ A was p r a c t i c a l l y , u se l e s s . I t s poor d u r a b i l i t y 
and'Short range' niade i t very impract ical in s i t ua t i ons where the dis tance 
between forward and rear echelons was. excess-ive, , . ' . 

*,"'•'...*; -^li of the other enui-onent used.by the teams proved to be 
Very sa t is factory , , " ", •""•".-

( 
The. opportunity for coun te r -ba t t e ry . f i r e was ' s l igh t , but there was 

one. t a r g e t , and ' the r e s u l t s were very s a t i s f ac to ry . The t e r r a i n was such that 
a d i r e c t h i t .upon the t a rge t was p r a c t i c a l l y impossible, but the f i r e was ef
fec t ive enough-against the personnel to render the enemy'position ineffective, 

. There were no oppor tuni t ies for n igh t .harass ing f i r e , and there were 
no c a l l s fo r in te rd ic t ion , fire- or for f i r ing, against coas ta l t a r g e t s , caves, 
e t c . 

-T '" .air spot was ve ry . e f f ec t ive ; probably• the most e f fec t ive of the 
operat ion because of the d i f f i c u l t y encountered hy the forward observers 
in finding su i tab le O . P . ' s . I t i s ' b e l i e v e d tha t the planes ' from f i r i n g ships 
were much more e f f i c i en t and capable than 'those from the V,_O.F.. squadrons. 

We ware-at a l l times- able to e f f ec t ive ly coordinate our f i r e 
between Units , but the fact that we never 'had a normal front l ine set-up-^ 
made a l l . c l o s e supporting f i r e rather"-hazardous. 

The cooperation between.naval gunf i re , a r t i l l e r y and, air,-..; 
support un i t s was exceedingly he lpfu l , . especia l ly t ha t between a r t i l l e r y 
and naval, gunf i re . Targets were always Considered as p o s s i b i l i t i e s fo r , 
each un i t before taking i t under f i r e . , ' •••-•'," 

The, close cooperation' between Bat ta l ion , Regiment and Division 
was l a rge ly responsible fo r the success of naval gunf i re . Communications 
at night were extremely d i f f i c u l t and the close cooperation .between echelons 
made i t poss ib le for us to ca r ry on. _,.- ,p ' -

There were no outstanding or unusual fea tures of the employment 
of naval gunf i re . 

I t i s recommended that the p r ac t i ce of r e l i ev ing a ship earls'- in 
the morning be discontinued. Pre King Hour prepara t ion f i r e s were often 
thwarted by the use of t h i s p r a c t i c e . Uaval gunfire i s i r rep laceable in 
regards to i l luminat ion , but i t i s of l i t t l e use for close support over t e r 
r a in such as was encountered aix t h i s operation,-" f requencies were sh i f ted too 
nften, usual ly at most inopportune t imes, causing poor r e s u l t s . , . . . 

( * 
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Communications were es tab l i shed with our f i r i n g ships a t approxi
mately 1S00 on 10 VE IUY. The frequency was changed from t ine to t ine 
throughout the opera t ion. Net d i sc ip l ine was not p rac t i ced , with the excep
tion of the connand frequency,, There were no losses in men or ma te r i a l . 

The present communication t>lan i s adequate for the primary c i r c u i t . 
I t i s recommended tha t the SCP 100 "4 he discontinued and the Hegiraental 
N„L„0.'s he equipped with e i t h e r two (2) SCH 69U rad ios , or one ( l ) 
SCR 69U and one ( l ) T.C.S. rad io . 

Appendix I to 29 th Mar Sj®, SAR I/29 - 2 3 -

«.) «J «J 



i* 

i<p 

jSPPjiiiTDIX J •£ SFLCIAL --igTIOI REPORT , 3LT g/gg 

a. CHAPTZB It General 

^,_v 2/29 
as pa r t of CT- 29,• Corps He serve, had the,-following primary missions: 

a. To.execute a s sau l t landing on any designated beaches, in&epencL 
'. en t ly or as p»art-of CT 29. 

b . To execute assau l t landing: on- beaches not now show in Corps 
. p lan , independently or as p a r t of CT 29. 

c_. To land over captured "beaches as p a r t of CT 29; assemble as p a r t 
of CT 29, prepared: to - re inforce-or r e l i eve any 3LT in I I I Phib 

• • Corps, .. '.'.._ 

-;.; d, To -replace aa p a r t of CT-,29:, any HOT or component thereof in 
I I I Phib Corns, which becomes a casua l ty . 

7D» 2 S S S I L I I 1 The Task Organization 

M 2/29. . •. . . . . . . . . . . Lt Col Eohb 
2d P l a t , Co C, -6th Sag? Bn' . . . . . . . . - Lt 3rown 

.2d P l a t , Co. C, 6th Pion Bn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lt P ine t 
2d P l a t , do.,0, 6thHT.3n . . Lt Hansen 
2d P l a t , ^ n s / 2 9 . . . . . . . - I t Fleming 
Bet AGL lean, 6th JASCO \ . Lt Therolf 
Set SPC Team, 6th JA3C0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . | Lt ( jg) Howard 
Bet SP Con Teas, 6th J.iSC0 . . . . ' . . . , . Lt King 
Bet 3rd Sec, Band Det . 
Bet 3rd Plat, 6th MP Co !..."!".*.! 
Bet 3rd Plat, 6th Ord Co . . . . . . . 
Bet 3rd Plat, 6th S&S Go (less PX Sec) . . . . . . . . 
Det H&S/29 . . . 
Hepl Gp, g/29 . . . . . . \ I . . . . . ] \ \ \ * * * \ Lt Schutt 
Bet 11th Spl HOB , ,<• Lt Thompson 

Bet 6th ii-roh Trk 3n 

c. CjA?T5a I I I? Preliminary Planning. 

S-l Section! . . . . . 
P r i o r to embarkation,, meetings with S.-1 and G-l were held. A compa

ra t ive ly new system of reporting, c a s u a l t i e s , -the casual ty report card system, 
vas introduced. The S-l sect ion and a l l f i r s t sergeants ' were thoroughly br iefed 
n the net hod of making repor ts and -submission thereof. Shortly before s a i l i n g , 

t i e Army announced tha t marine -units under control of the Amy oust subnit 
reports in accordance with 10th Army SOP,' F i r s t Sergeants .and the S .̂1 Section 
w ere thoroughly briefed on the. necessary forms aboard ship, 
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S-2 Section 

In the planning stage of the OKl'3A-^ Operation, the in te l l igence sec
t ion of t i l l s ba t t a l i on -ore-pared for "briefing the troops on the georgraphy 
and enemy s i t ua t i on of OKIiW^i, Maps, paotogfapKs <?nd other i n t e l l i gence ' 
were obtained from higher echelon and overlays showing known eneny pos i t ions 
were drawn up, " ' '• _;\,_ 

The p l a s t e r of p a r i s r e l i e f naps furnished by I I I Phib Corns fo r b r i e f ! 
£-proved to lie of more value_ a f t e r -painting on then a l l known p o s i t i o n s taken 
from a e r i a l photo'graohic reconnaissance. 

* ' • -
-The i n t e l l i gence sec t ion planned on a t tach ing two scouts and observers 

to each r i f l e company, keeping a draftsman, c le rk and a five man C o l l e c t i o n 
Team-at the iBa t ta l ion OP. The Collect ion Team, under the charge of a cor
p o r a l , was to be sent where heeded, for gather ing do-cunents and making 
sketches of i n s t a l l a t i o n s , • A three nan ,0P .team operated out of the CP, 
This system worked s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . One member'of the Collect ion Team was M -» 
equipped with a 35nra camera for -pictures' of emplacements and other i n t e l 
l igence , . *. 

* -
S_5 Section! • .. 

Supplied, with general -mate r i a l by S-2, the S-3 sect ion studied the 
t hea t e r of ope ra t ions in fu l l d e t a i l w i th -pa r t i cu la r a t t en t ion to topogra
phy. Upon rece ip t of CT 23 Opn Plan iL-ty?-,". the 8,3.Section made out LT 2/29 
Opn PI .in 1-45 including e x t r a c t s from a l l QT 29 annexes. Boat assignment 
t a b l e s were drawn'up in conformity with CT'29 Boat - i l location Tables,- Troops 
were t ra ined in p r a c t i c e landings f r o r r L V T j ' s and LVT k1 a with p a r t i c u l a r 
emphasis on deployment from ramp as te rn , • • -. . -• -

. . . slU* Section": « • '*" • ' ' " 

•: I , l a x l y p'laniiing of the S_4 Section was-based on divis ion and regimental 
memorandums 'wliich gave helpful suggestions as to "both the amount and kind 
of equipment -which t o ' c a r r y , and, how to administer i t during the a s s a u l t , Co 
su i t at ions with''the*'commanding o f f i ce r , the executive o f f ice r and the S—3 
Sec.tion were held" to o b t a i n . t h e i r suggestions^ 

Finally," recommendations, f.rora eac-h company' commander were taken as to 
the kind and 'scfount of -equipment each wished' to take along for h i s company* 
These were then Compiled and compared ..and submitted to the commanding 
o f f i ce r for considerat ion, . , 

. j?rbn 'these Varinas source^,, the SLU.section b u i l t up d.ata to f a c i l i t a t e 
the movement' in to \sombatt, . Bvery ef for t was. then made to equip the ba t t a l i on 
and ce r t a in items were held to a date very near embarkation to insure t h a t 
they would not be l o s t . The ba t t a l i on le f t ,C-tLiI)jLC -̂ LsL -»jell equipped., 

d« QSrfPI^B IVt Training Phase and. Hehearsals 

.{ Ground t r a in ing a t base campy KQKTMBONrt., GUwal)JLCiH^L, 3 . S . I . was brought ! 
to a f ine peak during February,; 1945, Special a t t en t ion was given to fighting 
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Chap te r IV, C o n t ' d 

seo-

3e 
bions 

i n rugged h i l l y t e r r a i n and a d d i t i o n a l emphasis g i v e n ' t o the f lamethrower 
and d e m o l i t i o n s t r a i n i n g in t h e "Charley. F i r e Team"'. A t t e n t i o n was „.also 
g i v e n t o s t r e a m - c r o s s i n g e x p e d i e n t s .and company and p l a t o o n 'pa,trols»* '-'.As a 
r e s u l t , p a t r o l s on Okinawa were e n i n e n t l y s a t i s f a c t o r y . Ship to shore r e 
h e a r s a l s were h e l d dur ing .the period:. 28 F e b r u a r y , 19!+5»' t o • 7 March, -I$k5. 
Inasmuch as-CT 2$ was CoroS a e s ^ r v e , . o n l y one, a c t u a l complete novenen t from 
shin to shore was u n d e r t a k e n . . Troops- were p u t t h rough i n t e n s i v e d r i l l da 
movement to n e t d e b a r k a t i o n s t a t i o n s and movement down n e t s and i n t o LCVPs 
in accordance w i t h the., two l and ing plans- i s s u e d by CT -29o • 
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s * Chapte r V: Loading andBfabarkation 
. . . . . -a . 

The l o a d i n g p l a n s were drawn uo by the B a t t a l i o n Transpor t Q u a r t e r m a s t e r , 
and t h e B a t t a l i o n Loading O f f i c e r . ; 'Bo th of t h e s e above-ment ioned o f f i c e r s 
a t t e n d e d the S i x t h Marine D i v i s i o n T r a n s p o r t . Q u a r t e r m a s t e r School on Guad
a l c a n a l t o g e t h e r wi th s e l e c t e d non-commissioned o f f i c e r s . 

Uni t p e r s o n n e l and tonnage t a b l e s were - conp i l ed "hy t h e : company e x e c u t i v e 
o f f i c e r s who had the l i s t of - o r e s c r i ^ d equipment .approved by the b a t t a l i o n 
commander; The-Table of B a s i c .Allowances, was 'used a s a s t a n d a r d of weight 
and. cubi.c measurement . The a t t a c h e d u n i t s of t h e - b a t t a l i o n s u b m i t t e d t h e i r 
u n i t p e r s o n n e l and tonnage t a b l e s to comolete t h e l o a d i n g p i c t u r e . Then t h e 
B a t t a l i o n T r a n s p o r t Quar te rn a s t e r and the B a t t a l i o n Loading O f f i c e r and t h e 
T ranspo r t Qua r t e rmas t e r from ,0A 27 drew up the " f i n a l l oad ing p l a n s „ 

Equipment was p l a c e d on the second b a t t a l i o n beach b y • d i v i s i o n , r eg imen t , 
and b a t t a l i o n , i n accordance w i t h t he -orof i le , , l : ; sd ing p l a n . This was done to 
f a c i l i t a t e movement of the impediments I r o n beac..i t o ship„-. - ••'• -

Embarka t ion was- hand led by, the. S - l , who compi led t he embarka t ion r o s t e r s 
the t he b a t t a l i o n and a t t a c h e d u n i t s and went aboard iPA 27 t o a r r a n g e b i l l e t 
i n g , Lack of b e r t h i n g space made i t n e c e s s a r y t o u s e c o t s f o r s l e e p i n g t o p 
s i d e , bu t b i l l e t i n g and mess ing a r r a n g e m e n t s aboard sh ip were s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

The t r o o p s embarked on t h e USS George Clymer.s iPA 27* on the a f t e r n o o n 
of March Ik, I9H5, i n accordance w i t h Embarkat ion Order 1-H5, • We- s e t s a i l 
on ' ' the morning of t h e i j j t l v Loading was e f f e c t e d th rough the medium of 
LCVPs. The t r o o p s embarked by u s i n g p o r t and s t a r b o a r d gangways. No n e t s 
were used i n embarking troor>s. * •• • • . ' • . . 

*"• .Chapter VI; Movement to and a r r i v a l a t O b j e c t i v e ' A r e a • ' 

S-3 S e c t i o n , • :-•••.'. 
LT 2/29 embarked abo rd t he USS George Clymer on l h March, I9U5. The 

t r a i n i n g schedule of O r g a n i z e d . a t h l e t i c s , i n s p e c t i o n s , s choo l on weapons, 
f i r s t a i d and f i e l d , s a n i t a t i o n commenced 15 March, 19*+5<> Numerous abandon 
shin d r i l l s and wa lk - th rough d e b a r k a t i o n d r i l l s were h e l d i n c l u d i n g one 
n i g h t d e b a r k a t i o n d r i l l , , •":.,.'• : ' • • . • - • 

On 2h March, 19^45, t r o o p s went a shore f o r a t h l e t i c s and r e c r e a t i o n on 
Mog Mog a t s t a g i n g a r e a . ' 

The i n t e l l i g e n c e s e c t i o n a s s i s t e d i n b r i e f i n g . t r o o p s , d i s t r i b u t i n g maps 
and su rveys of t h e t a r g e t a r e a . - O f f i c e r s and s t a f f HCOs were t h o r o u g h l y 

•appendix J to 29 t h Mar S£R, SAB >/29 >'• - 3 * . >*•- ( 
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b r i e fed on 26 March, I9U5, Troop br ie f ing by p la toons commenced'the next 
day. Saturday, 31 March, troops were inspected with f u l l combat equipment, 
IT 2/29 commenced debarking on 1 -rfpril, 19U5 at 1235 at Okinawa. 

L i t t l e enemy act ion affected t h i s ba t t a l i on on the way to the t a r g e t . 
There were several a i r a l e r t s enroute, 

g. Chapter VII Assault Phase 

I 

3LT 2/29, a uni t of ROT 29, I I I Phib Corns Reserve, a t HOW minus four 
hours on Love 'day set uo radios aboard ship , on the command nets of the 
two a s s a u l t regiments, RCT-U-and RCT.-220 All opera t iona l messages were 
in te rcep ted and the s i t u a t i o n s l o t t e d on the S--3 s i t u a t i o n map. Whenever 
p o s s i b l e , frequencies were changed to the channels of the assau l t regiments, 
RCT—5 and RCIL7 of the F i r s t Marine Divis ion, t h e i r operat ional messages 
in te rcepted and t h e i r s i t u a t i on p l o t t e d on the SL.3 map. In t h i s manner, 
the b a t t a l i o n s taf f kept abreast of the s i t u a t i o n and were prepared to land 
on any beach I n the I I I Phib Corps Zone. 

At or about l2C0 on Love day, the Commanding General, I I I Phib Corps, 
ordered "Land RCT 29 as aoon as p o s s i b l e . " The t r anspor t s moved in c lose r 
to the beach, lowered t h e i r boa t s , and commenced debarking t roops . Due to 
low t ide and reef condi t ions , i t was about I63O on Love day before the f inal 
elements of t h i s 3LT assembled on the .beach. 

The b a t t a l i o n , reinforced, moved inland about S00 yards and in con
junct ion with BLT 3/29 set up a defense against poss ib le sea or airborne attack, 
From L p lus 1 to L plus U days, t h i s b a t t a l i o n spent the days cleaning out 
the Jaos in the caves behind Tontan Airf ie ld and the n ights p ro jec t ing the 
a i r f i e l d against poss ib le airborne a t t ack . 

On L p lus k days, RGT-29 rever ted to Division cont ro l , and BLT 2/29 
and BLT 3/29 proceeded to the town of OffiU (T.il+905) on the west coast of 
northern Okinawa. At. O73O on Love p lus 5 days, 3LT 2/29 moved out in _ 
column behind BLT l /29 ; during the. forenoon'3LT 2/29 passed through 3LT 
1/29 and proceed up the west coast securing in succession the towns of 
Kise, Chuda, and Shikikuda within the next two days. 

On Love plus 7 days, 3LT 2/29 passed through IT AGO, cut. across the base 
of Motohu Peninsula arid occupied the town of Gagusuku. 

On Love p lus g and Love p lus 9-days, 3LT 2/29 p a t r o l l e d the eas t coast 
of Motobu Peninsula to the town of NakasoniL On t h i s p a t r o l , the ba t t a l i on 
met small d i s jo in t ed groups o f ' t he enemy" who were k i l l e d or sca t te red ; de
stroyed severa l enemy supply dumps and veh ic les ; and seized the important 
midget sub and naval torpedo base a t Unten,• 

On Love p lus 10 days 3LT 2/29 ( l e s s Pox Co) was recal led and ordered-
to se t up defensive i n s t a l l a t i o n s in conjunction with BLT.1/29 on the high 
ground in the v i c i n i t y of I tomi. Contact was made- and the b a t t a l i o n dug in. 
Fox Company continued on pa t ro l . . . . , 
Appendix J to 29th Mar S/AR, SAa 2/29 -r̂ U 
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For the nex t two days , BLT 2/29 sen t out s t r o n g r econna i s sance p a t r o l s 
i n t o t he h i l l s n o r t h of the I t o n i - T o g u c h i Boad i n an e f f o r t t o de te rmine 
the s t r e n g t h , armament, and d i s p o s i t i o n s of t he eneny0 Al l p a t r o l s met 
r e s i s t a n c e Ifrora s t r o n g f o r c e s , of t he enemy i n p r e p a r e d defens ive - p o s i t i o n s . 

On love p l u s 13 days,'.BLT 2/29 ( l e s s Pox Co) noved v e s t fron I t o n i 
i n c . o l * n "behind BLT I / 2 9 to- c l e a r t he enemy from the h igh ground- s o u t h of 
the I tomi-Toguchi Road and t h e r e b y .open t h e road between I tomi and Kanna„ 

Within t h e next t h r e e d a y s , BLT 2/29 (^.ox Co r e v e r t e d to B a t t a l i o n 
Contro l on Love p lus , lk days) , w i t h BLT 1/29 on the r i g h t , s e c u r e d the, 
h i g h ground f l a n k i n g the Itom'i-Toguchi Sfoad and e s t a b l i s h e d c o n t a c t wi th 
e lements of 3.CT_U which c l e a r e d o u t the p o c k e t a t Tae~Take. 

Lur ing t h i s phase of the m e r a t i o n on Motobu P e n i n s u l a , BLT 2/29 ae^ 
f i e r c e and f a n a t i c a l r e s i s t a n c e from e lements of the. Udo F o r c e , r e i n f o r c e d 
by u n i t s of the Okinawan- Home Guards Seve ra l of t he enemy were k i l l e d , a 
number of knee m o r t a r s , and ammunition and supp ly dumps were d e s t r o y e d . 

Af t e r j u n c t u r e w i t h 3CT„U was made, BLT 2/29 was 'withdrawn f r on the 
l i n e t o c l e a r out of the S e g m e n t a l zone any enemy p o c k e t s t h a t might have 
been b y - p a s s e d d u r i n g t h e -previous a t t a c k . More enemy ammunition dumps 
were uncovered and d e s t r o y e d , 

tipon comple t ion of . the mopping up o p e r a t i o n s , BLT 2/29 s e * up a b a t t a l i o n 
s t r o n g p o i n t on t he h igh ground n o r t h of I t o n i , 

On the a f t e r n o o n of Love p l u s Ig d a y s , BLT 2/29 ( l e s s Easy.Co) moved 
n o r t h from the I tomi-Toguchi 'Hoad to e s t a b l i s h c o n t a c t w i t h BLT 3/29 on the 
h igh ground i n t he v i c i n i t y of TA 0327. Contac t was made and b o t h b a t t a l i o n s 
dug i n f o r the n i g h t , 'Easy Company remained to p r o t e c t the Begtl- CPC 

The n e x t morning, BLT 2/29 ' ( l e s s Easy Co) noved n o r t h e a s t and cove red 
by p a t r o l s the High' ground, to Hakasoni and Goechi . to enemy c o n t a c t was na.de 
and the b a t t a l i o n o.ccuoied the town of Hakasoni , . . . 

On Love p l u s 21 d a y s , the r e c o n n a i s s a n c e i n fo rce t h a t \/as to ' be made 
by BLT 2/29 on the i s l a n d of Sesokb Shina was de t e rmined u n n e c e s s a r y , -and trie 
b a t t a l i o n , was o r d e r e d i n t o , b ivouac i n TA 0725. 

The ensu ing days were spen t i n improving the b a t t a l i o n d e f e n s i v e ' i n s t a l 
l a t i o n s and p a t r o l l i n g the a r e a bounded by Gagusuku- I tpn i -Nakason i . 

• •• P a t r o l s a r e e n c o u n t e r i n g s t r a g g l e r s f r o n ; t h e enemy force t h a t defended 
Motobu P e n i n s u l a . " 

r ed • 
high. 
ag i n . Aonendix J to 29th. Mar SA^, SAR'2/29 '—*> 

5(>ti 

http://na.de


Appendix J to . 29th liar SAR, SJS. 2/29 '•< 
Chapter VII - Cont'd ' ". .,..,, , ,v . 

(1) Ship to shore" movenent . • -.'•'• • ; •\<>- . 

BLT 2/29 received ofders to land troops a t I3I5 on Green Beach 2. 
BLT 2/*29 was "boated e n t i r e l y in the t ranspor t , a rea by 1330. Inasmuch as 
the order of landing had been'changed from 2/29-V25-3/29 to 1/25-2/29-
3/29, 2/29 was ashore on Green Beach 2 by 1545„ A t o t a l of J>k LCVPs were 
used to t ranspor t 2/29 tr> the reef. One pla toon of 37nn guns, W/29, were 
brought in the following day. Considerable d i f f i c u l t y was encountered a t 
the reef, because there seemed to be no cont ro l l ing element to br ing the 
troops ashore. Some troops landed d i r e c t l y from LCVPs and waded ashore; . 
o thers were transferred, to L7Ts0 Only herculean e f fo r t s ashore kept down 
confusion,, " 

(2) Shore Pa r ty ; . 

The Shore Par ty Reconnaissance Group from LTSP 2/29 landed on 
Green Beach 2 on the afternoon of love day. They were ordered to r e i n 
force LTSP 2/22 on Green Beach L, On Love p lus 1 day, SP 2/29 landed 
on Green Beach 1, andunloading operat ions began. ••• I 

' • ' • - . 
On Love p lus 6-days, LTSP.2/29 was moved to Green Beach 2 to aug

ment LTSPs 1/22, 3/22, l /29 and 3/29.. , 

On Love plus 12 days, LTSP 2/29 displaced to the -beach a t liAGO and 
commenced SP functions the re . 

LTSP 2/29 functioned in accordance with Sixth Marine Division SOP-• 
and experienced no d i f f i c u l t y in accomplishing the task assigned. . . . 

(3) .Haval Gunfire -Support; 

The T/0 s t rength of the SPC team is considered. inadequate, and i t 
i s recommended tha t the team be. increased to fourteen (lH) men. The s ta te 
of t r a in ing in t h i s teas was exce l l en t ; a few of the nan had made previous 
operat ions and thus formed a good nucleus on which to bui ld a well integrate 
team. 

1 
% 

With the exception of the SCR 300, a l l SPC communications equipment 
was considered e f f ec t ive . Due to excellent , r e s u l t s obtained from use of 
the SCR 69U, i t i s recommended tha t t h i s radio replace .the SCR 300. 

The est imated number of . c a l l f i r e s for t h i s BLT was approximately ten, 
.all naval gunfire -oroved most e f f ec t i ve , e spec i a l l y the preparat ion f i r e s 
and the night harass ing and night i l luminat ion f i r e s . 

'The coordination between adjacent u n i t s , between other supporting sxa»i 
and between the various echelons of Haval Gunfire Control was above average. 

SPC communications were, as mentioned above, most e f f ec t ive . Hinety-
six (96) hours a f t e r landing, t h i s SPC Team es tab l i shed communications witij 
i t s assigned f i r i n g sh ip . This abnormal dealy i s explained by the fac t tba 
t h i s 3LT was i n Corps Reserve. l e t d i sc ip l ine was p rac t i ced and i t worlced | 
wel l . 

Appendix J to 29th Mar SJR , S.IR 2/>29 -&-
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' It. i s f e l t tha t a common frequency fo :f 'Bat tal ion and Regimental IT&val Gun-
f i r e Liaison Officers would &rea t ly , : fac i l l t a te function of the chata of command, 

(1+) a i r Support 

Air support for BLT'2/23 was requested from the . d r Support Qnnnander 
: by the .i ir Ground Liaison Officer through the Mr Support Uet, Communications 
• functioned well , The s t r i k e s ca l led for were e f fec t ive , and the planes were 

well control led fron the ground, hut i t i s f e l t tha t b e t t e r timing of a i r 
sup-oort missions could he effected if the .AGL Officer had more control of the 
a i r c ra f t , . Diinny runs proved nost e f fec t ive in bringing the n l a n e s ' l n over the 
t a rge t . Targets were narte d by white phosphorous snoke, while f r iendly front 
l i nes were narked by colored snoke and/or pane ls . The a i r ground l i a i s o n 
personnel perfomed t h e i r jobs c red i tab ly ; 

(5) -Artillery Support 

» In that t h i s un i t was, in Corps Reserve, no• a r t i l l e r y personnel were 
assigned to BLT 2/23 i n ' t h e ' i n i t i a l s t ages . When the b a t t a l i o n rever ted to 
Division control , 3F0 teams from 2/15 and h/15 were- assigned to t h i s . u n i t . 

Sxce'p't for the encounter with the eneny a s t r i d e the ITOKL-TOGUCHI ROAD, 
l i t t l e use was made of a r t i l l e r y , due to the lack of luc ra t ive t a r g e t s . 

When a r t i l l e r y was u s e d , ' i t proved nost successful . 

On one c r i t i c a l occasion-, due to the f a i l u r e of radio equipment in 
the hands of..the 50, i t was necessary t o ' r e l a y f i r e orders over wire. Had 
th is wire not been l a i d , . a r t i l l e i y f i r e would not have been ava i lab le when 
most needed, . '.- • • 
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(6) Tanks 

% BLT 2/29 used tanks on-only one occasion andt then, not in contact 
W with the eneny, In advancing from ILiGO towards CiGUSUXU, on 8 . ip r i l , 19^5, 

BLT 2/29 mounted two platoons of infant ry on six tanks, and used th i s e l e 
ment as a notor ized spearhead,, Inasmuch as no- act ion developed, only con
jectures can be made as to the eff ic iency of t h i s maneuver, ' For un i t s 
attempting to feel out.and contact the eneny, this-method i s d.eemed highly 

•sa t i s fac tory , < '' • 

(7) Avphi>ian Tracto rs ' . -• '.' " 

BLT 2/29 's use of amphibian t r a c t o r s ! was s n a i l . On LOT-i DAT, some 
t ractors were used to convoy pa r t of 2/29 across, the reef a t Green Beach 2, 
ne commanding of f icer and'dormand group were, stranded on the reef for half 

an hour when the t r a c t o r f e l l into a hole in the .coral . Other t r a c t o r s stowed 
notorious disregard of s ignals for a s s i s t ance , Tractors were used again on 
y *orll, 191+5, to fer ry 2/29 across the r i ve r west of Ĝ GUSUKU. Tractors 
*sre used a t t h i s t i n e to haul s u p p l i e s . - with favorable r e s u l t s , 

^Pendlx J to 29th Mqr SAB, SAR 2/29 -7~ 
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(S) armored -acrphlManB 

BLT 2/29 used armored, amtracs advancing on.HU'li&iF and ILiK-iSOITI on 10 -ipril, 
I9U5, Four LVIuJs took to the water and reconnoitered the- coas t l ine for l,ppfi 
Yds in each d i r ec t i on . ? m Com-oony, on detached p a t r o l to the west end of 
MOTOBU piiiTIITSuL.i used armored an trace for reconnaissance with some success unt i l 
broken t racks and blown bridges stopped t h e i r fur ther use„ 

(9) Infantry Combat; 

Inasmuch as 2/29' s act ion in conbat was l a rge ly n a t r o l act ion '.tith the 
exception of 15, 16, 17, and IS Apr-iO., the only chances for close observation 
of infantry came at t h i s t i n e . During neifod mentioned, 2/29 ' " ^ l /^9 a ^ 
tacked 'a sizeable:eneray force entrenched on the high ground, south-west of ITOMI, 
Individual units/performed with c red i t ab le s k i l l in extremely rugged-mountain 
country. L i t t l e maneuvering .was poss ib le in t h i s mountain area; most enemy posi
t ions being taken f ron ta l ly a s s i s t ed by heavy mortar arid a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 

The glnn mortars of 2/29 proved indispensable at th is t i n e , both in ass is t 
ing the a t tack , and in placing defensive concentrat ions for the n igh t . 

Previous t r a i n i n g demolitions "proved, of good value, inasmuch as 2/29 had 
to des t roy numerous enemy p i l l boxes s caves, dugouts, and supply dumps, 

2/29 !s p a t r o l act ion showed the r e s u l t s of good, t r a i n ing , although i t is 
bel ieved tha t not enough s t r e s s was placed on "automatic t a c t i c s " . This s i t ua 
t ion i s being remedied in present t r a in ing ..and p a t r o l l i n g , , 

(10) Conmunicationsi (See -tnhex " ,*."), 

(11) Engineers; ' • 

jo. engineer platoon was assigned to t h i s BLT, but i t reverted to parent 
cont ro l before employed by t h i s unit* Engineers were ca l l ed upon to construct 
a ford across the r i ve r a t (JU&TJ&IJKU, but i t was too big a pro jec t and 'LYT's were 
used to fe r ry troops and supplies ac ross , • • 

( l 2 ^ Medical: (See -innex "B") •• 

(13) Supply and Logis t i cs ; •'•' '''•••;••• 'A 

Supply during the a s sau l t phase was made d i f f i c u l t .by the extremely rapid 
advance of our t roops , and the congested con( i t i o n s of "the narrow roads, KnodcMj 
out bridges also contr ibuted t h e i r share of d i f f i c u l t y . Transportat ion was, &m 
i s , our g rea te s t impediment to supplying the ba t ta l ion . We are l imited to jeeps 
and t r a i l e r s for t ranspor ta t ion and during our rapid advance we turned much of 
our equipment over to regiment. Carrying our minimum e s s e n t i a l s was a great 
problem... At t i ne s , we had two duftrps behind our. l a t e s t supply p o i n t . In s t i f f 
combat, i t would be extremely hard to supply the b a t t a l i o n even with food, water, 
and ammunition on time. The iiarine Infantry Bat ta l ion badly needs trucks for 
i t s " supply, Even un i t d i s t r i b u t i o n by regiment cannot fu l ly a l l e v i a t e the sit1.1** 

v 

t ion because of i t s own t ruck shortage, 
in haul ing. 
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Most of our remaining equipment unloaded on the beacli a f t e r our departure 
was looted ind i sc r imina te ly somewhere between the beach-and. the b a t t a l i o n dump. 
Company boxes were opened and choice articlesT".'-such"?is tools were taken. ' The 
boxes ware, returned to us opened. I t was with considerable disgust that we 
saw much of our hard work n u l l i f i e d . _ . _ . ,,, 

(ik) Special aeconnai'gsance_ j ^ s s i o n s i • • •' * _ . ,-. 

' F/29' conducted a eonpaay reconnaissance'mission of the west end of kOTOBTJ 
pJiyili'SUI'ji daring the peihd 11 i p r i l to Ik j p r i l , 19.95« Pa t ro l l i ng from 
JLJi-iSOlTI to 3ISS, 1/29 ®&d& contact with^ne'ssenger at 'BfSB. F/29 reported 
l i t t l e enemy a c t i v i t y and encountered no d i f f i c u l t y . I n i t i a l l y supplied by 
an t racs , F/29 was l a t e r supplied by a i r -d rop . This l a s t was not too s a t i s f 
actory in that the a i r -drops were not accura te , 'find in that ammunition as well 
as food was dropped and 1/29 was forced to bury the ammunition, since they were 
unable to carry i t . 

fj * n» OH f̂'ISA VIIIt Enemy Tactics-, organization and equipments ~ 

3LT 2/29 encountered only snai l bonds of disorganized J.iF .uffiSJi and OKII^V'AM 
Hone Guard in the early-phases of the operat ion. These elements were genera l ly 
equipped with -ayisaka r i f l e s and grenades. Occasionally LkGs were encountered 
and captured, • On k ^ r i l , 19^5, 2/29 kil led'aoprrtKiiiately 10 Japs southeast 
of YOIIT.uJ iilEJBDiiS; These JTPS were apparently, ground ..-personnel fron. the a i iu 
drone. Moving up the west coast of CKIiI..v-U fron 7C;IT-iiI to IL1G0, 2/29. encoun
tered snai l i so l a t ed groups of deser te r s and s t r a g g l e r s , ' p o o r l y equipped and 
eas i ly k i l l e d . ' , ..*•'' . . • . • • : . • 

On 12 i p r i l , I9H5, 2/29 ^aa in to aporpxinately- 50 to 60 Japs a t 0327 &-1. 
Enemy had entrenched on topmost peak of high r i d g e l i n e . Jays had apparent ly 
withdrawn from -ITOKI &H3&. Lm^s and grenade dischargers wer.e evidenced. " 
2/29 k i l l e d 32 Japs before being reca l led by.HOT 2 9 ; ' 

On Ik rfroril, I9U5 2/29 operating with I/29 ran in to , severe 90mm, mortar . 
f i r e , but suffered no c a s u a l t i e s . Ensray use of mortars , searching and t r a 
versing, i s exce l len t . . -. ,-• • '" 

On 15 , * r i l , I9U5 2/29 a t tacking west towards TS 0123 .and. 002} on the 
lef t flank of' 1/29, . r an ' i n to considerable opposition from Japs in dugouts 
and p i l lboxes . Light and heavy nor,tar f i r e Was both intense 'and accura te . 
2/29 suffered approximately 30 c a s u a l t i e s , mostly from mortar f i re . . - 20r,im 
automatic f i r e also raked out advance elements. Two: knee mortars were 
captured and 30 Japs k i l l e d . .Remainder of operation consisted of large 
and small p a t r o l operations meeting sca t t e r ed groups of Jaos. from the force 
defending MOT03U KJlJIiTSIJL.i. These u n i t s were genera l ly i l l - equ ipped . 

No Jap a r t i l l e r y was met with on th i s operat ion, nor was there any, pre— 
racted operations in which to fu l ly determine enemy t a c t i c s . Generally, 
ap defense l ines consisted of caves, dugouts,, and. rock p i l l boxes , all''"f:;en- . 
•ally with l imi ted f i e l d s of f i r e , . d l ' J a p Pos i t ions u t i l i z e d high .gr< round 
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Chapter VIII , Cont'd . ... -• ;..)„•'.'.. • 

oomnand;ing roads and t r a i l s , Jap suppliesof s n a i l arms ammunition, mortar 
ammunition end food were cf considerable quant i ty , -ill were destroyed. 

i . Chapter IX: 3stimated r e s u l t s of operat ion 

( l ) i-irea secured (See CT-29' Special act ion Report) . 

(*£)'• Snatdy casual t ies ' 
(a) Ki l led - 166 

(b) Captured - 1 . • 

(3) Operational raateri.il (Linage to enemy: 

Aoril 3r<i - ^ive cases- small arms ammunition turned- in to regiment, 
April 9 th - Sasy Company -oatrol near ITOi'il destroyed five (5) l3„2mm 

machine guns, four (k), t rucks , and q u a n t i t i e s of 13.2mra ammunition p lus 
s to res of uniforms and rations, , 

j ipr i l "10th - Ifear IMTB1I, the b a t t a l i o n found and reported to d iv i s ion -
two (2) naval"torpedoes, f i f t y (50) f l oa t i ng mines, ten (10) tape measure 
mines-, f ive (5) a e r i a l hand smoke bombs. 

Aoril lUth - Seventy (JO) per cent of• an ammunition dump a t ?S 012*+ 
was destroyed,,' 

j p r i l l 6 th - Two (?) grenade d i schargers , three (3) Bohanbu H99 & i&s 

TDIUS magazines, and. twenty-six (26) grenades destroyed. - . 

•Ajsril 17th - J ive (5) caves with gas masks,' s t e e l jacketed small arms 
ammunition, four (k) r i f l e s , demolition equipment, grenades, and, r a t ions 
blown in . One (1) grenade discharger and s i x (6) r i f l e s captured. 

April 19th - Three (3) Japanese t rucks , one ( l ) Ford Command Car 
discovered, reported to regiment. 

April 21st - Sasy Company c o tu red two ("2) .303 r i f l e s , severa l grenades 
and one ( l ) .arisaka r i f l e . 

These are a l l reported weapons and supplies captured or destroyed. 

(k) Own losses: 
(a) Killed in action - 7 enl. 
(b) Wounded in action ~ 5 officers, 60 enl. 
(c) Missing - Hone. 
(d) Injured in action - 1 officer, 6 enl. 
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F̂PBICTIX J to 29th Mar S.AR, SAR 2/29 

J. CHJPTSR X: Comments and Rectmmendaticns 

S_l The S-l Section ca r r i ed out i t s dut ies in a hi, hly sat isfactory- manner 
and a l l repor t s were submitted in accordance with existin;.: orders,, There are '. 
no recommendations for t h i s sec t ion . ;. . . . . . . . '. _ 

S_2 The S-2 sect ion had indoct r ina ted a l l personnel as to the value of 
turning in captured documents p r i o r to the opera t ion. This indoc t r ina t ion 
proved highly s a t i s f a c t o r y , in tha t a large amount of valuable mater ia l was 
turned in and forwarded to higher echelon for evaluation and dissemination. 

S-3 The S_3 sect ion functioned to a high degree "both during the t r a in ing 
and operat ional phases. At a l l t imes, the operation maps were up to date 
with.complete and. comprehensive information. . ''" .-, 

es 

Training in automatic t a c t i c s and use of concealment should have been 
s t ressed to a g rea te r ex ten t . This deficiency i s being remedied during t h e ; 
period set aside for .patrols and mopping up in the assigned, area, 

S~h The S~k sect ion functioned tn a highly sa t i s f ac to ry degree. I t i s 
again s t ressed tha t the vehicles a l l o t t e d to an infantry, ba t t a l i on are not • 
adequate. I t was evident many times during the operat ion tha t the ba t t a l i on 
dumps would not be avai lable to the command, due to t h i s lack of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 
On three occasions, i t was necessary for the S_U sect ion to overload a l l jeeps 
and t r a i l e r s , in order to supply the organizat ion with ammunition, water , and 
fonda '• • '• "..'"*' 

I t i s recommended tha t each infantry b a t t a l i o n be issued two (2) 
2-1/2 ton trucks to be used for supplies r>nly& ' 

• J ' ' 

W, G. H5BB, 
Lt .Col , USHG, 
Condg., 2/29. 
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AffiffiX J to 29th Mar SAR, SAR 2/2g: • , - •.. «' 

••: aMSX "4.", • " ' ' . , . . - • • •:-" !'--•'"'•"• 

OommuniCations: ; ; .. ;" • '. .;, •• - ' • ' . . . , 

. (H) The communication,plan (SOI) was adequate / . " . 

Frequencies and c a l l signs assigned suff iced. 

Duplication of communication systems proved e n t i r e l y .worthwhile. 

There were c ruc ia l moments, for ins tance , when in fan t ry ne t s handled 
t r a f f i c for a r t i l l e r y , and naval gunfire sec t ions . Due to f a i l u r e s of equip
ment, dupl icat ion of radio ne t s was essent ial- , 

Liaison was not effected during the planning s tages , due to the fac t 
tha t t h i s organizat ion was Corps Reserve.. 

The communication plan,was received in suf f ic ien t time to permit study §] 
and ins t ruc t ion of personnel , 

(b) Senear s a l , • ' H 

. The rehearsa l stage for t h i s un i t was not very comprehensive, due," 
again, to the fac t that t h i s uni t was in Corps Reserve, 

The only def ic iencies found in eruipment during th i s stage were 
due to "sweating" of radio s e t s and "batteries in the rubber "bags.. 

£ 

(c) Embarkation and Voyage, 

Equipment was loaded according' to plan and no equipment was damaged 
during t h i s phase . 

Storage "batteries were checked during the voyage and recharged three 
days p r i o r to debarkation. 

The t r a in ing ca r r i ed out aboard ship included i n s t ruc t i on in the 
SOI and SOP, maintenance of equipment and physica l exe rc i s e s . 

Pour radio operators of t h i s uni t stood regular watches in the 
sh ip ' s radio room. They manned Fox and ship to ship c i r c u i t s . 

The s c a r c i t y of t r a f f i c made j o i n t operat ion of the landing force 
message center and the ship communication office unnecessary. 

(d) Personnel . 

Present allowances of personnel proved-adequate during th i s operation. 

The t r a in ing of personnel was e n t i r e l y adequate with the exception 
of the five—non-communication personnel men, assigned to t h i s uni t a few weeks 
before debarkation, —. 
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^gpggSIX J to 29 th Mar SAR. SAR 2/59 

At embarkation, t h i s uni t had"six noh-comnunication personnel men and 
was short one man. No personnel were los t aboard ship or during- the landing. 
Two radio operators were los t during the operat ion, and one jeep d r i ve r . They 
have not •'been replaced to date e . ; . ' • • • • . 

(e) Equipment, . ' • -

At the present time, t h i s un i t i s short only two'major ite,ms of: . 
equipment, A TCS Jeep knocked o'ut by enemy act ion and an SCR 6l0, which 
i s in the" process of being repaired,, 

The design and quant i ty of equipment proved adequate fnr the tasks 
•performed. 

I t i3-reconnended tha t an addi t iona l SCR. 6l0 he assigned to BIT's 
in order tha t communication can he maintained between the Command Pos t , and 
Supply Dump0 An addi t iona l operator would be needed to -man the s e t . 

Water-proofing.of equipment by- the Division Signal Repair 'Section 
proved to be very successful , hut unfortunately, a l l equipment was' hot Water
proofed,, Several f a i l u r e s resu l ted , e spec ia l ly in SCR 300's and SCH 53S ! s . 

Rubber bags proved unsa t i s fac to ry due to the bulk of the'bag' and the 
sweating of equipment in thebag, •• ' . ' . -

Improvised covers for the equipment xvere made from gas capes and 
waterproof r i f l e covers. They were not put "to a r i g id t e s t , but stood 
up very well under the condit ions in which they were used. 

All s ignal equipment authorized by' the T/A was. used, 

Equipment not c a r r i ed when debarkirif did not reach the un i t u n t i l the 
operation was concluded. Supply.and replacement was considerably hampered by 
th i s f a i l u r e , "•' "• 

(f) Supply, 

. Ba t t e r i e s for radio sets placed the g rea t e s t s t r a i n ' o n the supply^ 
This was p a r t i a l l y due to the fact, . that equipment l e f t -on the beach was not 
available to us 'du r ing , the operation.. . , ' ' • 

Replenishment r a t e s are considered adequate, Resupply was effected 
through the HCT, r , 

• ; . Major r epa i r s of equipment were made by the HCT and the Division Sig
nal Repair Sect ion. Both repa i r ,and replacement f a c i l i t i e s functioned exceed
ingly well . .•• . • - • 

Major i tems'of equipment repaired'were TCS Jeep , TBX, SCH 610, 
SCR 300, and SCR 536. . ;.'• • / " • . .;•'.• 

, I t i s s t rongly recommended tha t a ' t r a i l e r be authorized for use by 
he Communication Platoon/ Transportat ion vovld have proven wholly inadequate 

^ t r a i l e r had not been borrowed from another sect ion, 
1) 0 o ^Pendix J, to 29th Mar SAR, '• SAH 2/ 29 . - 1 3 -
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(g) Operation. 

•When supply l ines "became extended due to t h e - f a s t moving- s i t ua t i on 
i t was necessary to give an SOB'6l0 to the uni t Supply Dump. 

(She overloading of agencies varied with the s i t ua t ion and the agencies 
a v a i l a b l e , -• ' . - • _ ' ' . 

D i f f i cu l t i e s encountered in radio communication were due, mainly,, to 
f a i lu re and poor ba t t e ry supply. Excellence of r epa i r and replacement f a c i l i 
t i e s g rea t ly minimized these d i f f i c u l t i e s , 

Wire communication suffered due to the fas t moving s i tua t ion and the 
reluctance of the HOT to - l ay wire over any d i s tance . ':.'' 

Visual communication xras not used. " 

Messenger communication in the BIT was s a t i s f a c t o r y . Between the BLT f 
and ROT, messenger communication was often impossible due to the dis tance 
involved. . . ' 

Sneay communication i n s t a l l a t i o n s captured were reported to higher 
ehhelon. The i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y of one radio i n s t a l l a t i o n , and the p reva i l ing 
t a c t i c a l s i t u a t i o n , necess i t a ted the des t ruc t ion of the s e t s . 

Ho occasion arose to t e s t infant ry to tank, and infant ry to amphibious 
t r a c t o r communication systems, ' • . 

(h) Secur i ty . 

Ifo cryptographic aids were used by th i s uni t in t h i s operat ion. 'The 
use of such a ids by a BLT in any operation i s inconceivablej a fact which should 
be recognized,, .Assignment of such a ids to a BLT only increases , the chance of 
compromise to the equipment and the system. ».-• .' 

The au then t i ca to r q-ysten prescr ibed in the SOI was used and proved to 
be s a t i s f a c t o r y . • : ' . ' . ' 

Communication.personnel were su f f i c i en t l y t ra ined in s ecu r i t y , but 
members of the staff , in. both, the B̂LT and the RCT, de"Sgite frequent warnings 
and imploring, f l a g r a n t l y .yioi-atect'signal secur i ty -time 'and time again, 
.against a b e t t e r organized enemy, such v io la t ions would have r e su l t ed in • 
ca tas t rophe, In order to reduce such. ;violat ions, . i t is recommended that unit 
commanders v.e more forceful ly charged with t h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . '- • 

( i ) Countemeasures by enemy. 

Snemy jamming was experienced a few times on infantry n e t s , . b u t did 
not prove successful . Jamming of naval "gunfire nets was more, p e r s i s t e n t and 
more e f fec t ive . 
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^iJM " 3 " _ Medical ;.. ;. • ..., • 

( a ) 2mbarka1;iott! • » - ' • - ._. . . 

P e r s o n n e l enharked as fo l lows J 
S Hospi ta l , -Corpsnen wi th Dog Co. 
8 H o s p i t a l Corpsnen wi th ISasy Co. •• .-• 
2 H o s p i t a l Corpsnen with' 3V>x- Co. .•> 

13 Hosp, i ta l Corpsnen w i t h Hq Co. • . ' • 
2 Medica l O f f i c e r s w i t h H^ Co. • • ;•.'_ ". ; 
9 R s g t l Bandsmen ( l i t t e r b e a r e r s ) wit,h Hq Co. 

M a t e r i a l - Al l c l a s s U a i d e t a t i o n s u p p l i e s and equipment were p u t i n 
the 2 /29 ' - 'quar termaster dump, and embarked by the q u a r t e r m a s t e r . 

ALI c l a s s 1 a i d s t a t i o n s u p p l i e s and equipment . were ' c a r r i e d by the ' 
h o s p i t a l corpsnen on e m b a r k a t i o n . . V . • 

(b ) Atxyard S h i p . 

S i c k n e s s : a b o a r d ship. 'was fo r t he most p a r t Punf.;us I n f e c t i o n s and Ca t -
t h a r a l Feve r . Fundus I n f e c t i o n s ' compr i sed -approx ima te ly 6C$> of the d a i l y s i c k 
c a l l . There were no epidemics of food "^orne and communicable d i s e a s e . 

Heads were adequa t e , , one p e r s t a t e room f o r o f f i c e r s - a n d one (12 h o l e s ) 
f o r each t roop compartment. They were kep t i n e x c e l l e n t p o l i c e , ."J"., . . 

L i v i n g q u a r t e r s ' w e r e i nadequa te fo r t r r tops abcgfd s h i p , An average of 
25 nen from, each compartment -.had to s l e e p on the wea the r decks , b e c a u s e - t h e r e 
was no a v a i l a b l e bunk 'space for: . them. 

Messes were adequate . -except f o r ' the p o o r h e a t i n g " f a c i l i t i e s , f o r water 
used fo r washing mess gear1 of the t r o o p s . Gal leys ' 'were adequate and. kept c l e a n 

•and in-good p o l i c e . Cooks and messmen were i n s p e c t e d weekly by t h e Medical Dep
artment -for ev idence of communicable d i s e a s e . ' - ... ; 

(d) D e b a r k a t i o n , 

Medioal p e r s o n n e l , were a s s i g n e d to t h r e e b o a t s of the g t h wave. 

Class 1 m a t e r i a l and sup-plies were c a r r i e d ashore by the h o s p i t a l 
corpsnen. The minimum of n e c e s s a r y c l a s s h a i d s t a t i o n s u p p l i e s were c a r r i e d 
ashore in the ambulance j e e p . 

There were no l o s s e s of p e r s o n n e l o r m a t e r i a l . 

(d) a s h o r e : . . . . 

C i v i l i a n s were g*iveri emergency f i r s t ' a id t r e a t m e n t a t B a t t a l i o n Aid 
t a t i o n s , and were evacua ted t o c i v i l i a n s tockades unde r c o n t r o l of' the M i l i t a r y 

rovernment. The e v a c u a t i o n was performed by the B a t t a l i o n and B e g t l --iif 'ulances. 

P r i s o n e r s of war: Hone t r e a t e d . 

^P ' -nd ix J to 2 9 t h Mar SAR, SAR 2/29 .-. _ 1 5 -
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Medical personnel was adequate. Two hospi ta l eorpsnen were assigned 
to each platoon of each r i f l e company. Two hosp i ta l corpsnen \/ere assigned to 
Sinn Mortar Platoon and one tn the Communications Platoon, The remaining corps., 
men and two Medical Officers were assigned, to the Bat ta l ion Aid Sta t ion . 

Pour hosp i t a l corpsmen were conbat casua l t i e s and were evacuated. 
Three replacements were received within US hours,, 

The s t a t e of t r a i n i n g was f a r advanced,, 

Assault Phase; 

P ie ld Medical Equipment! All un i t s fron 1-20 were car r ied "by th i s 
organizat ion with the exception of u n i t s 2;, U, 12} 1.3, l6> 18, 19, , and 20, 
In addi t ion , .2 u n i t s 101 and 6 u n i t s 102 were carried,, These sup-olies were 
adequate0 Units l \ and 17 are considered in excess for emergency corrbat' 
supplies .and are of use only in r ea r areas„ 

Bight folding l i t t e r s were l o s t in conbat. 

Re-supply was prompt and e f f i c i en t throughout the opera t ion. 

Motor Vehicles and Rolling Stocks 

One l/ll~ton ambulance was car r ied in Ba t t a l ion Aid Sta t ion , This 
vehicle was used to carry a id s t a t i on supplies and to evacuate casua l t i e s fron 
Bat ta l ion Aid Stat ion to Regti Aid S ta t ion , Only in a few instances vras i t 
poss ib le to evacuate fron the front l i ne s to the Ba t ta l ion iiid s t a t i on by vehicle, 
due to impossible t e r r a i n . 

One l/k-ton ambulance was ava i lab le at Regtl Aid Sta t ion , which could 
be obtained on request b y 3 a t t a l i o n Surgeon,, 

API 

I I . 

The motor vehicles and r o l l i n g stock, a l l o t t e d the Bat ta l ion Aid Station 
i s inadequate for i t s needs in combat. The Bat ta l ion Quartermaster i s given the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of moving the a id s t a t i o n supplies in excess of c lass 1 gear which 
i s ca r r i ed by hosp i t a l corpsnen, These suppl ies are necessary for the proper 
care of the wounded, and should be with the a id s t a t i o n a t a l l t imes. The time 
required fo r t r anspor ta t ion of these supplies makes the aid s t a t i o n p r a c t i c a l l y 
non—functioning a t t i nes iriaen i t i s v i t a l to the organiza t ion . I t i s bel ieved 
t h a t t h i s can be' el iminated only by providing a l l 3 a t t a l i o n Aid Sta t ions with at 
l e a s t one jeep and t r a i l e r , fo r the xclusive purpose of t ranspor t ing suppl ies . 
If any of these supplier, are car r ied on the ambulance, the ambulance i s out of 
act ion for use in evacuation of c a s u a l t i e s . 

The majority of the medical supplies ca r r i ed by the quartermaster in 
t h i s operation were not seen u n t i l the operat ion was over. 
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AM3X "0" « INTELLIGENCE 

I . &ener.ll .' .. "' • '. - ] 
A. I n t e l l i g e n c e • , - * . " * . . . ' . 

( a ) P a t r o l s -. P r i o r to LOVE'-2,,%f-,. . t h i s "ba t t a l ion sen t two i n t e l l i g e n c e 
men to a week ' s s choo l on amphibious r e c o n n a i s s a n c e u n c b r ' L t . -Withy, . 
6 th Mar Div, ' ,*These nen x r̂ere to accompany t h e : Underwater Demol i t ion 

• Team i n p r e l i m i n a r y r e c o n n a i s s a n c e of t he t a r g e t . / b e a c h e s . P l a n s were 
.•changed a s to the number of men to go' O-H- t h i s r e c o n n a i s s a n c e , 'and t h i s 

" b a t t a l i o n ' h a d / n o o n e ' p g r t i c i t i a t i h g . ' '•' 

"'" A great-, amount of vigorous., p a t r o l l i n f : ; was done a f t ^ r ' t h e l a n d i n g . 
I n t e l l i g e n c e s c o u t s and o b s e r v e r s were s e n t w i th a l l p a t r o l s , - and proved 
of g r e a t , va lue i n r e p o r t i n g enemy t r o o p s .and m a t e r i a ! d i s c o v e r e d . 
This p a t r o l l i n g a c t i v i t y occurre 'd 'be tween wMM ALHFJELD. and M0T0BU 
P3HIHSULA, and ' i s s t i l l /be.ihg c a r r i e d out by, t h i s , "ba t t a l ion i n t h e i r 

zone around tUT.iG0WA .VILLAG3. 

(b) Air - I t was l e a r n e d t h a t v a l u a b l e i n fo rma t ion of t h e enemy can 
be o'btaned "by m a i n t a i n i n g c l o s e c o n t a c t w i t h the Ai r Ground,.Liaison : .'" 
O f f i c e r a t t a c h e d to t he " b a t t a l i o n . "F l a sh Bed" a i r a l e r t s a r e g o t t e n 
much q u i c k e r t h i s way, as a r u l e , than th rough r e g u l a r c h a n n e l s . Also 
p l a n s ' s p o t t i n g s of enemy c o n c e n t r a t i o n s and. i n s t a l l a t i o n s ryay "be p i c k e d 
up ove r .the AG-L r a d i o . *.-- ' 

( c ) A r t i l l e r y _ The a r t i l l e r y l i a i s o n o f f i c e r can be of g r e a t a s s i s t 
ance to the i n t e l l i g e n c e o f f i c e r i n g i v i n g a c c u r a t e c o o r d i n a t e s of 
enemy p o s i t i o n s which have "been s p o t t e d . 'v,',. . : .. ,; 

I I . OP's ( a ) O r g a n i z a t i o n and Conduct - This 3 a t t a l i o n used a t h r e e - n a n OP team, 
c o n s i s t i n g of the Corp. Chief Observer and two p r i v a t e s . They were 
equipped w i t h two p a i r s of f i e l d g l a s s e s and a t e l e s c o p e . At n i g h t , ; • 

-(. *• t hey .used Snooperscopes on one o c c a s i o n . - The t e l e s c o p e was found to 
he of l i t t l e va lue , , . 6 x J>0 f i e l d g l a s s e s 'were much "bet ter f o r o b s e r v i n g . 

(b ) Communications - Ai 338 t e l e p h o n e wi th a l i n e l a i d d i r e c t l y to the 
b a t t a l i o n swi tchboard was the most s a t i s f a c t o r y method of communication 
from.-'the OP. "An SCR 30O r a d i o Was used i n f a s t moving s i t u a t i o n s . 
I n t e l l i g e n c e p e r s o n n e l should be t r a i n e d i n r ad io voice p r o c e d u r e . 

I I I . P r i s o n e r s of War. 
( a ) I n t e r r o g a t i o n and Value of In fo rma t ion - Only one POW was taken by 
t h i s b a t t a l i o n d u r i n g the o p e r a t i o n . However, numerous c i v i l i a n s itrere 
b rought in and f..ave v a l u a b l e i n fo rma t ion on the enemy of which t h e y knew. 
C i v i l i a n s were c o o p e r a t i v e , bu t a s a r u l e , seemed to know l i t t l e about 
the l o c a t i o n and s t r e n g t h of t h e enemy. Th i s was due l a r g e l y t o t he 
f a c t t h a t t hey had been r e s t r i c t e d from enemy camps, and had been l i v i n g 
i n caves f o r s e v e r a l weeks. An e n l i s t e d i n t e r p r e t e r a t t a c h e d to t he 
b a t t a l i o n gave a l l p r i s o n e r s and d e t a i n e d c i v i l i a n s a p r e l i m i n a r y q u e s 
t i o n i n g , and i f t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n was of v a l u e , t h e y were s e n t t o t he 
S e g t l CP f o r f u r t h e r i n t e r r o g a t i o n . In fo rma t ion o b t a i n e d from c i v i l i a n s 
was found t o be r e l i a b l e . 

^ p e n d i x J t o 29 th Mar S A R , . SaR 2/29 -17-
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IV. Car;tured Documents. ' • ; • ' ; 

( a ) E v a l u a t i o n Procedure _ Al l documents b r o u g h t - t o . the GP by the-. Col
l e c t i o n l e a n , which was the n a i n source of c o l l e c t i o n , o r any o t h e r 
p e r s o n n e l , was cheeked immedia t e ly "by the i n t e r p r e t e r and the i n t e l l i 
gence o f f i c e r f o r i n f o r m a t i o n of. va lue t o t h e b a t t a l i o n i n t h e i r inv. 

. •, '' med ia t e s i t u a t i o n , A l l documents, , e x c e p t when o b v i o u s l y of no v a l u e , 
wepe- then forwarded through message c e n t e r , t o r eg imen t , .al l i n t e l l i 
gence p e r s o n n e l shou ld "be t a u g h t to., r e c o g n i z e c l a s s i f i e d n a t t e r and to 
r e a d dog t a g s . ' " - •"'• ' ,• '• 

(IT) Value of Documents - Dog t a g s a r e .-important, ' e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e i n i 
t i a l s t a g e s of an opera t ion . , f o r 0 0 ? . - A l l maps 'should, be checked t h o r 
ough ly . In one I n s t a n c e . th i s b a t t a l i o n , found a J apanese map which gave 
e x c e l l e n t t e r r a i n i n f o r m a t i o n ' o f ' a n . a r e a ho t 'covered by our own n a p s , 
Many documents were found which g ive i n d i c a t i o n s of. the s t r e n g t h of 
u n i t s , •,- •.,. . *"' •'•' •'.' 

V. p e r s o n n e l , va,':-
. - ,,. ( a ) O r g a n i z a t i o n - Mo^t of t he t r o o p s h i t b y ' t h i s b a t t a l i o n were members 
, ; ' . ; " ' of t h e fykkip-jl. 

(b ) T r a i n i n g - These t r o o p s showed evidence, of thorough t r a i n i n g i n 
_,.-., t he use of the grenade d i s c h a r g e r and LMG„ Many of the Home Guard 

I U n i t s showed t h a t t h e y were v e ' r y p o o r i n t he use of t h e i r weapons. 

t) » 
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VI , C o u n t e r i n t e l l i g e n c e . , • • . ' /- •• 

... Snemy s e c r e c y d i s c i p l i n e , camouflage and the use<;.of .cover was supe rb . 
They a l s o engaged i n r a d i o jamming i»4iich p roved e f f e c t i v e , i n some i n 
s t a n c e s i n d i s r u p t i n g ou r r a d i o communication. 

Many c i v i l i a n s vrere- found i n p o s s e s s i o n of t he p ropaganda l e a f l e t ' s 
dropped o n , t h e i s l a n d be fo re LQV3 DA!fe. t e l l i n g then ,how to p a s s through 
our l i n e s and t h a t t h e y would be w e l l t r e a t e d . 

Some Japanese s o l d i e r s we're k i l l e d wear ing c i v i l i a n kimonaS. 
I * 
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Chanter I - General ; V ; " - ;^" > •.'.•'-';; .;->*•*•••• >' ••'-•'• '*':'' 

The purpose: of, t h i s r e p o r t ' i s to furnish', an account of the planning ant$ 
t ra in ing a c t i v i t i e s and movement- of the Third Battalion,"-. •-.Twenty-ninth Marines 
p r i o r to the operat ion on Okinawa,. Byukyu Betto and -the missions assigned and 
accomplished by- that b a t t a l i o n in the course of'-the operatlon e . / 

During t h i s period there were un i t s ( l i s t e d in next chapter) a t tached 
to the"ba t ta l ion"for t r a in ing and rehe.ars.al "and the b a t t a l i o n p lus i t s 
attached un i t s was designated 3LT 3/29. a p a r t of BCT 2$. ''/• 

The o r i g i n a l mission of t h i s 3LT was that of Corps Beserve, For 
addi t ional i n fomat ion , see Chapters IV and VII„ 

Chapter I F - Task Organization . . . -

The following un i t s were, at tached to the Third Ba t t a l ion , ; Twenty-ninth , 
* Marines to fom'BLT 3/29= . . . . . . .. .' ', "\ •: 

3rd P l a t Co "C", 6th Er^ r Bn. 
3rd P l a t Co "C", 6th Pion Bn. • " -
Det Co "C«, 6th Pion Bn (26th & 33rd Bepi Draf t ) " . - . - . - , . 

' . 3rd P i at Co "C'», 6th HT Bn 
J r d P l a t %'ns Co v 29 t h Mar. ' - s . 

, ' SP. Group, 6th J-iSCO, 
NOT, 6th JiiSco' . . . . 
i&L, 6th J.iSCO' 
Det 3rd Band Sec (HqCo, HgBn) . . . . . .? f. >v . 
Dot 3rd P l a t , 6th MP Co • ;.'.-. :- ;.*:<;.•< 
Det H&S Co, 29th" Mar. 
Det 3rd P l a t / 6 t h Ord Co 
Det 3rd P l a t , 6th S&S Co -. -; . -• f-; • . , ' ; 
Det 6th iinph Tic Co 
Det U t h Spl NCB. '• .- -.; :••,;-• -• 1 

£kaptgr I I I - P r e l i n ina ry Planning ' ' :,•-r-.y - :• ,. -. -' ,'i 

In planning for t h i s operation Division and Segmenta l t raining- d i r e c t i v e s 
and nenoranda were followed. In the r ehea r sa l , plan's were ef fected so t h a t the 
Biff p rac t iced various types of landings including a s sau l t on a v i rg in beach -and 
reserve landings on beaches already occupied, Various formations f o r landing 
craft were used so tha t the officers and nen were well indoc t r ina ted and t ra indd . 

^gLgi:?lr„..5ection Beports . .....;../: ' -.-•-. •...'• :••.:• •-•/:.;••••••' • 

lo Administration. •''.<•• .•• •?•,"; - .,< - •.•;.',.-.•• .-.-
Division and Beginental SOP for casual ty re-oor 

were used with grea t success. The planning and. schoo^ 
e xce l l en t . .-;,-' •• -rj..-. , , . -• '• 

._ts on VIA and KlA 
l i ng i n t h i s case were 

s e . 2° I n t e l l i g e n c e information as regarded t h i s operat ion was not d i s -
minated u n t i l enroute to object ive, for secur i ty reasons. : See Chapter VI. 

3, Medical "Section. See Chapter VII for complete coverage, 
arm *, S i e n a l . See Chapter VII for complete coverage. 
^ - n d i x K to 29th Mar SAR, S4R 3/29 ~ 1 -
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Chapter IV 

Chapter IV - Training Phase and Rehearsals '" .• • 

During the t r a in ing phase and rehearsa ls emphasis was placed on the 
per fec t ion of t r a i n i n g for amphibious and landoperat ions, the development 
of coordination and teamwork f o r of f icers and. men, the per fec t ion of t a o t i o a l 
employment and coordination nf supporting weapons, and the. development of> . 
indiv idual i n i t i a t i v e , resourcefulness, d i sc ip l ine , , phys ica l endurance, 
leadership , technical and t a c t i c a l proficiency, ' offensive s p i r i t and e s p r i t 
de corps. . • . •; 

Training f a c i l i t i e s and aids we --e. adequate. 
Chapter I I I . 

Per rehearsa l t r a i n i n g , see 

* 

Chapter V - Loading and embarkation . . • • . > • ' . 

In view of the fact that troop t ranspor t s were able to lay off good 
sandy "beaches c lose ly adjacent to the "battalion "bivouac area, the loading.; 
of troops and cargo was .grea t ly f a c i l i t a t e d p a n d worked smoothly at a l l times 
with a minimum of t ine and ef for t involved. This work was'supervised by the 
Bn TQM, the 3n loading o f f i ce r and the 3n .adjutant. Working p a r t i e s on the I 
"beach and in the holds aboard ship wex-e furnished by the b a t t a l i o n . ••/:• 

Chapter VI - Movement to and a r r i v a l a t object ive 

Training of o f f i ce r s and men of 3LT 3/29 was'continued aboard ship 
enroute to theobjec t ive . All information furnished by higher echelons 
was r.-xpidly disseminated. Brief ing with the use' of maps, aerial , photos , 
plans and in t e l l i gence mater ia l was car r ied nut extensively,. (See spec ia l 
in te l l igence repor t below), Physical exerc i se , inspect ions of weapons and 1. 
equipment was ca r r i ed out da i ly . A careful study, of a l l landing beaches in I I I 
Phib Corps .area and plans and maneuvers of un i t s to land on these beaches i«3re 
s tudied d . i l igent ly . 

Special i n t e l l i gence report 

a. Maps furnished before opera t ion: ' | * 

1. E2;,Jkyu~Retto, scale 1/2.5,000 covering I I I Phib Corps Area of the 
preferreel and a l t e r n a t e p l ans . Adequate and complete coverage. _, . •- -

2, Hyukyu-Hetto, scale 1/10,000 covering I I I Phib Corps Area of the 
p re fe r red and a l t e rna t e -olans only, ' Adequate and complete 'coverage for area 
covered. • - •' ••'• •' . , . . . . -, 

3. Byukyu-Retto, scale 1/100,000,. covering en t i r e Okinawa Shima, p lus 
sna i l neighboring i s lands . ' Adequate and complete. '•• 

b . Photos furnished .before operation.: 

1. Stereo photos of 6th Marine Divis ion beaches of the p re fe r red p lan , 
in various scales ranging from 1/70CC to. 1/17,500. -adequate and complete for 
area covered, , • . 

2 . .aerial mosaics of 6th Marine Division beaches of the p re fe r red plan 
in scale 1/5000. 

- 2 - K
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Chapter VI, Cont'd. 

3 . Miscellaneous mans and photos showing road systems, "beaches, and 
t e r r a i n inland e t c . , were furnished. •-. ".': 

Chapter VII - -Assault Phase , ' '. 

BIT 3/29 landed on Green 3each 2 at 1559 on 1 .April l9*+5 and proceeded 
inland approximately 1000 yards where a -perimeter defense, was set up. a t TS 
7993 ^ o 0 n 3 - ^ r i l 3LT moved to TS 3391 El and se t up perimeter defense. 
Pa t ro l s were sent out meeting res is tance from two Japs in S cave who destroyed 
themselves a f t e r k i l l i n g .one of our men. ••• . •."" - • 

On 5 April Ba t ta l ion commenced route march.north toward Motobu Peninsula 
ar r iv ing at IS 9306 L3 a t 1710. l i g h t 'bivouac defense was" set upc 

March was continued 6 April• to TS 0510o-' "Patrols were sent out in t ha t 
area. One Jap was k i l l e d and two captured a f t e r they had f i r ed on George com-
•pany patrol, , On 7 April march was continued toward Saga which was reached and 

* occu-pied without resistance.- From Sago on to MA small arms f i r e was encountered 
by-pat ro ls . Roads leading inland were found mined .and contained road blocks. 

Heavy f i r e from enemy a r t i l l e r y h i t Bat ta l ion OF on 9 -April from I9OO to 
1915. Sixteen casua l t i e s were evacuated during n igh t . Pos i t ion of b a t t a l i o n 
at th i s time was a t TS 962I Tl . 

March was resumed on 10 April to Toguchi passing through v i l l ages of 
Sakimotobu and Hamasaki. From Toguchi I Company p a t r o l pushed toward v i l l age 
of Manna and met sniper and mortar f i r e . Ba t t a l ion per imeter defense was se t 
up in TS 9725 for the n i g h t . 

On 11 a p r i l b a t t a l i o n was ordered to send a pa t ro l -o f two companies to 
contact 1st 3n, 29th Marines at TS 0628 T. This p a t r o l ne t determined r e s i s 
tance from sniper f i r e , LMG and mortars , Resistance estimated to be-about 
company s t rength . Plank p a t r o l s were unable to locate enemy defini tely, , F i re 

h was received the whole length of both company columns. Because of casual t ies ' 
and pos i t ions -continuation ofadvance was impossible. The p a t r o l Was withdrawn 
to Toguchi. ...'•.;;' ••" '-' 

On 12 April George Company was sent Forth;.to contact Di. v i r ion Beconnaisance 
Company and to meet the 2nd Ba t t a l i on . 29th Marines a t Iraadonari. H Company 
was ordered to proceed to Manna'to e f fec t meeting with 1st Bn, 29th Marines. 

company was ordered to p a t r o l south and eas t to high ground and remain 
overnight. .At I . A, 982U w5 I Company received intense mortar, l i g h t machinegun 
and sniper f i r e from a l l d i r ec t ions in sp i t e of the fact tha t p a t r o l s were 
covering flanks of main body, -it the ' same time H Company was pinned down by 

ie same type of f i re on t h e i r march toward Manna .and could not continue without 
r isking heavy c a s u a l t i e s . I Company was forced to Withdraw and reorganize. 
Evacuation of casua l t i e s was begun. H Company was'ordered to cover withdrawal 

Company and a id in evacuation of c a s u a l t i e s . LVTA f i r e was adjusted"on 

^ggnd jxg^ to . .29 th Mar SAR, SAR 3/29- - 3 -
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a rea from which heavy f i r i n g was Relieved coming. 81mm Mortar platoon l a i d 
down barrage coverine I Company's withdrawal. Casual t ies from I Company for the 
day; S k i l l e d , 33 wounded. H Company, 1 k i l l e d 1 wounded. 

George Company reached Imadomari a t IW5 and Was ordered hack to 
Toguchi immediately. Bo c a s u a l t i e s . Ki l led two Kips, '" . 

On the following day,. 13 %>ril, 3.LT 3/29 was ordered to organize and . 
hold present pos i t i on and to continue p a t r o l l i n g around'perimeter which'was 
done. He gat i ve rep 0 r t . 

Orders were received on 13 April fo r a coordinated a t t ack toward h i l l s 
and mountains southeast of Toguchi. Biff-3/29 was a t tached to Vbh Marines and 
t i e d in with t h e i r l e f t f lank, two companies G and.H abreast with I company-
.in rese rve . • Jumped off a t 0800, Ik .April a s p e r p lan and moved against '. ." 
l i gh t r e s i s t ance . • • ' , • • • • • • . . 

Both H and G reached t h e i r object ives which was the high ridge, eas t 
of the l ine of "departure .before noon and fur ther orders were issued to 
proceed on the same azimuth.of 113' degrees to the next high ground. Before1 

and during these movements heavy barrages were l a i d down by KGF, Arty, and . 
LVTAs plus two a i r s t r i k e s , The second objective was reached ea r l y in the 
afternoon and the companies dug in for the night . Before dusk both companies 
received mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 

The a t t ack was continued on 15 --ipril and t h e , l i n e was pushed forward 
to some nine hundred yards eas t and south, During t h i s advance there were 
numerous f i r e f i g h t s and much mortar, a r t i l l e r y , and machinegun f i r e was received. 
I Company was t i e d . i n on the l e f t f lank of H Company. 

Continuing the a t t ack on 16 A j r i l , H Company moved around the rear of G 
and took pos i t i on on the center of the l ine between George Company on the 
r igh t and Item Company on the l e f t . At '0S00 George Company commenced'the 
a t tack pushing up a steep and well-defended h i l l which was secured by 1205. 
The defense of t h i s h i l l was f a n a t i c a l and was climaxed by hand to hand 
f igh t ing near the summit. Grenades were used in l a rge numbers by both 
the enemy and ourselves i n f l i c t i n g many c a s u a l t i e s . Front l i n e p o s i t i o n s 
were from 9925 Yl to 9923 G3, Casual t ies for the day: G Company 6 k i l l e d 
27. wounded; H Company, 5 wounded?-'*' Company U k i l l e d and' 3 wounded. 
Kip casua l t i e s 157* ' ' • , • • . - . 

On the 17th of -April .orders were for our b a t t a l i o n to hold in i t s present 
p o s i t i o n while the 4th Marines pushed across our f ron t . During the day th i s -
crossing was accomplished and the 1st Bn, 4th Marines reported tha t in front 
of George Company, pos i t i on -they found two e ight inch naval guns, f ive a r t i l l e r y 
p i e c e s , eight caves of ammunition and over- three hundred dead Japs. Oh t h i s -
night George Company remained in t h e i r pos i t ion in per imeter defense while H 
Company and I Company t i e d in on 1s t Bn, 4th Marines l e f t flank and extended 
around Toguchi. • ' " . ' • 

« 
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Prom Toguchi %\re moved to Itonii'.by trucks; on the 13th of -April and 
ll+00 yards eas t of Itomi on the east west road' we commenced the a t t ack 
toward the h i l l s west of us a t l600. We dug in tha t n ight at 0526 B. 
Our casua l t i e s for the day: 1 killed-, 2 wounded. ... We. k i l l e d :20 Japs . 

Resuming the a t tack on', the '19th of -AjBril we moved two companies abreast 
and one in reserve towards our object ive 0327 P a f t e r prepara tory a i r s t r i k e s 
and a r t i l l e r y . p r e p a r a t i o n s . lh contact was made with the enemy on t h i s date 
hut on our object ive found a good observation . tower-and'trenches and fo r t i f i ca 
t i ons . 

Proceeded 20 April north toward beach meeting no r e s i s t ance . Beached 
the beach about 1500 and se t up defense' at 0U30 Uncle„ From tha t time on' 
we have been p a t r o l l i n g the. northern peninsula , 

Our support on t h i s operation from LVTAs' was excel lent as were a i r 
s t r i k e s . Our a r t i l l e r y support was good hut because many of our t a r g e t s . 
were masked, due to the fact tha t we were a t tacking toward our own a r t i l l e r y 
up high ground, the a r t i l l e r y was not as successful as i t vjuld have been 
otherwise. Support from our J]xm p latoon was very good. They were able upon 
occasion to f i r e d i r e c t l y into caves and f o r t i f i e d p o s i t i o n s . 1TGP gave good 
support and was e f f i c i e n t l y coordinated with."other f i r e 0 

During the* operation a- War Dog Platoon was at tached to the 
>a t ta l ion and was used effectively, , Company Commanders were uhaminous 
in t he i r p r a i s e ' o f the dogs and hand.lers, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r ' p a t r o l work. 
I t i s recommended, t ha t on long route narchs l a s t i n g over a period of days 
that the dogs be transported ra the r than.walked. The dogs become t i r e d , 
l i s t l e s s , arid lame, a f t e r continuous forced marches. . . " , . . 

t f% 

Chanter VIIL. iBneray Tac t ics , Organization, . and Equipment, Btc. 

Insofar as t h i s ba t t a l i on i s concerned there were no r ad i ca l departures 
on the pa r t of the enemy from h i s previous t ac t i c s , a l ready encountered, and r e 
ported in preceding opera t ions . As usual the enemy took excel lent advantage 
of t e r r a i n and na tura l concealment,"both of which were admirable su i ted for 
defense of the sec tor chosen0 A r t i l l e r y pieces in large camouflaged' caves 
were placed so t h a t they could he ro l led out and. f i red and pul led back''again 
into safe hiding . The same fanaticism encountered before was found in t h i s 
operation. ITeariy a l l roads and t r a i l s leading into the enemy's defensive 
posi t ion were mined and/or blocked. "His en t i r e perimeter , was manned, by out
posts and because of their." high ground pos i t ions they"were, able to watch our 
every move and to f o r e s t a l l our p a t r o l s by .moving in s t rength to s t r i k e against 
them, If0t u n t i l a coordinated a t t ack by b a t t a l i o n was commenced did we achieve 
any noticeable success. In approaching and a t tacking the enemy's pos i t i on , 
we were never out of contact with him.' While the enemy s t rength consis ted of 

eterogeneous u n i t s , they were well enough t ra ined and coordinated to a t t ack 
a rols of one and two company s t rength with some success and force them to 

"i thdraw. 
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Chapter I X 

Chapter IX ~ Estimated r e su l t s of operation.,. - ... ,;" r; •"••:;; 

For area secured see accompanying overlay. I t i s estimated tha t t h i s BIT 
k i l l e d 606 of t.ne ..enemy <-and .captured lU. . - •..,.,„ •>."•*. . - . , - . 

Our own lo s se s , fo r th i s operation were two.officQrs.and twenty-eight 
enlisted*nen k i l l e d , and two of f icers and'one'htjhdifed and.f i f teen men wounded 
in ac t ion . 

Chapter X - Comments and Recommendations ' "•,,.'•'. 

A. No comment on 1, 2, and 3 sect ion funct ions. " ... 

B. Sup-ply 
1„ In t h i s operation, insofar as t h i s 'bat tal ion was concerned, a l l types 

of supply Were avai lable and the d i s t r i b u t i o n Was s a t i s f a c t o r i l y conducted. 

2. I t i s recommended tha t the . t ransportat ion allowance for an Infantry 
Bat ta l ion be increased to include a he-'-yier type of vehicle for the r i f l e 
companies, eg: 1 truck, l ' t o n , UxU with t r a i l e r ; 1/2 ton 2 wheel cargo; p e r 
each r i f l e company; that the 3h <$f "Be allowed 1 t ruck 2 | ton 6x6 cargo with" 
t r a i l e r water 2 wheel, 300 i:allon . ( th is in addi t ion to the water t r a i l e r 
ca r r i ed by the Ml P la t ) ; tha t the Medical Section be,, permanently assigned 2 
ambulances and 1 t r a i l e r ^ ton, 2 wheel, cargo; that,.Headquarters Company 
be allowec U t rucks , ^ ' t o n . hxk, and 4wf ton 2 wheel cargo, one t ruck, 1 ton 
kxk rd th t r a i l e r , 1/2 ton, 2 wheel cargo - 1 t r u c k , . \ ton, TCS. 

3„ •.•In the p a r t i c u l a r tyoe of t e r r a i n covered in. t h i s operat ion, the 
cargo c a r r i e r , M29C (weasel) -proved very unsa t i s fac to ry and. was constant ly 
in need of maintenance and re-pair. Unless the t e r r a i n in. future o-oerations 
i s more su i t ab le for. the i r operat ion, i t i s recommended that t h e i r use in 
t h i s 3n be discontinued. 

U. The new C rations- and the 1 0 - i n - l ra t ions proved highly s a t i s f a c t o r y 
and t h e i r continued use i s highly.recommended.. . " ; 

5. Class 5» I t i s recommended tha t a g rea t e r supply of glmm mortar • 
ammunition Shel l H3 l i g h t , Uk^M, 41 , 60mm I l luminat ing. MS3 and grenades, hand, 
i l luminat ing , be made ava i l ab l e . , . . . 

6. Due e i t he r to the lack of .-immediate supervision or inadequate p ro 
t ec t ion of the beach, a great' deal of suppl ies have not been "received a t the 
Bn QM Dp. These include gal ley equipment, medical supplies and camp equipment* 
In addi t ion , there was an alarming amount of loot ing ..of off icers and en l i s t ed 
mens' 'bags,age.7 I t i s recommended tha t determined steps be token to assure 
g r ea t e r ' p ro t ec t i on of Dps, both on the ^each! .anda's the- Bp.s rmve inland,, 

" 
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.appendix K to 29 t h Mar SAB. SAEt 5/29 ' 
Med Dept . ;-.: - - • ' 

A.- -SnTsarkation "•' - ..-. ; •;..;.*.* • ::'• '..'"•'• , <v ' ' v J*-; . 
. 1." P e r s o n n e l - • • - •' 

Two m e d i c a l o f f i c e r s ,. ';.•;,.•; • ' {• 
F o r t y corpsmen ... ^»,-./. >,..-•' j>V •'•'•'' >-'••' 

2 , M a t e r i a l ' 
I n f a n t r y "ba t t a l i on m e d i c a l S u p p l i e s and e q u i p m e n t . • ' :••"*" 

B_ Aboard Ship [ ' '. • •;•*'.•••> -UAV* .-'* ; '• 
l v - Sickness ;..' • •-, £••• . . "'••'•;'.: e> 

While a%ard the USS ClAX the Sick Call for this battalion averaged' 
sixty men per day0 The vast majority of these cases were tropical 'skin'>v . -
.diseases' 'which_ had. "been a c q u i r e d .on Guada lcana l .and a l l . "but two 'o f them r e - . 
sponded ve ry w e l l t o tre^rtienb a s we aop-ro.ached t,he more t empera t e z.one4 

The. l a t t e r two were t r a n s f e r r e d t o a h o s p i t a l s h i p on d e b a r k a t i o n . ' 

2 . S a n i t a r y C o n d i t i o n s . 
Heads, l i v i n g q u a r t e r s , g a l l e y s a&d; mess h a l l s were k e p t - i n an e x c e l l e n t 

s t a t e of p o l i c e a t a l l t i m e s , B a l l y i n s p e c t i o n s were made fty the S h i p ' s Execu
t i v e O f f i c e r , B a t t a l i o n Bxecut ive O f f i c e r and a Medica l O f f i c e r and i t was a 
r a r e occas ion when c o r r e c t i v e measures had to lie po i&ted>ou t t Cooks and mess 
raen were i n s p e c t e d d a i l y , • < *-.,... .-<•.•. . • 

C„ -Deharkation \. •••;'•''' r "•' ' ' •• 
1. Personnel ; 

Porty Corpsmen were/divided into two distant groups-; Battalion 4rl men, 
fifteen; Company Aid Men, twenty—five. The. la t ter group was broken dovm further 
into eight corpsmen permanently assigned to each rifle company and one corpsnan 
.with the Sinn Mortar Platoon. The eight men with-'each rifle company were 
allotted as follows - two corpsmen with each rifle platoon, one corpsnan with 
each 60ran Mortar platoon and one corpsnan in each headquarters section, 

(a) The: Company Aid men landed with their respective platoons. There 
was one Corpsnan in each of the Company's LCWs0 The Battalion'Aid men were 
divided into four sections two of which-came ashore with the third wave and two 
with the fourth wave. The Battalion Surgeon was in a free 'boat which come . 
ashore with the second wave while the Assistant. Battalion Surgeon cane ashore 
with the fourth wave. - , . _ . , ' ....... " . 

2. Mate rial 
As a Battalion Aid Station is a mohile unit i t is necessary for them to 

carry a l l of their combat Medical supplies in on their.backs and to depend 
upon the 'Reginent for re supply.' This organization-deviated.markedly from the 
division SOP and found that their system met \/ith great success. Instead of 
utilizing the large cumbersome" canvas carrying case of '"Jackass packs" al l 
material was divided up equally into thirty- waterproofed' knapsackflr-i. *&eh of , 
^ he fifteen Battalion Aid Men was then given two of these knapsacks 'to carry 
into combat. One of these was attached to the haversack containing the; man's 
personal gear'making a transport .'pack -while -the other was carried in the. 
• a ^ } i t e a srr'aH weekend b©g". By this method we were able to lighten the 
individual load and at the same time" carry with us at a l l tines 'more of the 

erial necessary for front lines emergency Medical Treatment, In addition 
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to t h i s , c ra tes of Ba t ta l ion Medical Supplies were placed in the hands of our 
Quartermaster. However, t h i s organizat ion never received the l a t t e r group of 
supplies u n t i l L p lus 26. . . . -.' 

3. Bo personnel or mater ia l were l o s t during the landing. . , - •• 

D - ashore—Assault Phase : _" •• ;.. :- , . ; ' 
1. Up to and .including L p lus seven t h i s Ba t ta l ion net no organized 

enemy res i s t ance , We were constant ly on themove and thus no def in i te . Aid 
Sta t ion was es tab l i shed . Prom L plus e ight to I» p lus twenty-one,' we. encoun
tered enemy res i s t ance . During t h i s phase 'the Bat ta l ion Aid Stat ion was se t 
up as close t o . t h e Bat ta l ion CP as. the l i ne s of d r i f t would permit . We were' 
for tunate in tha t a l l times during the a s s a u l t ' t h e r e were well defined l i n e s ; 
o f - d r i f t from the assaul t platoons to the a id ..station. we vere also fortunate 
in that on a l l •'hut two occasions -Jeep'Ambulances' could he used for evacuation 
from the fro'nt l i n e s . • • - . ' . . . - . 

2 . Our Aid Stat ion was set up in a s e r i e s of caves or tombs whenever 
p o s s i b l e . Because of the fac t that t h i s Bat t i ion was. .always two hours t r a v e l 
ing time'from. the nearest Medical cbfejpany i t frequently became necessary . to *• 
s p l i t the Aid Stat ion in to two1"sections ; one sect ion following r igh t behind. ..'.'•, 
the assau l t - t roops ' and one sec t ion , three thousand yards behind the l i n e s . . ' . - ' 
Irt t h i s way one of the two Bat ta l ion Surgeons was able to see casua l t i e s 
within five to f i f t een minutes ' a f t e r they had been injure'd and render l i f e - . '_.-• 
saving measures while the other Bat ta l ion Surgeon could undertake the more'..? 
d i f i n i t i v e measures, Because -we were able to use our ambulances to such, 
g rea t advantage the re turn of walking.'wounded was discouraged and attempts 
were made.to evacuate as many casua l t i e s - a s poss ib le by s t r e t c h e r . This worked 
out to grea t advantage as we found'in numerous ins tances thab so ca l led walking 
wounded a c t u a l l y had serious -wounds which would have given r i s e to complications 
had they "been forced to walk to, the r e a r . 

. 3, Local secur i ty cover, concealment, 'blackout precautions and dugouts. 
were ca r r i ed out according- to the -Division SOP on such 'mat te rs . On severa l -
ins tances i t was found necessary to t r e a t ca sua l t i e s a f t e r dark. This gave 
r i s e to a-ser ious 'pro hi en as a t no. t i ne did we have a blackout t en t and wê  '.' 
were so close to the .scene of ac t ion - tha t -no t even l i g h t s in caves could, be., 
used. However, we were able to u t i l i z e the now time honored f l a sh l i gh t 
poncho method,. •. . • • :••.'•• -. 

U. Because of the nature of t h i s organizat ion a l l . c a s u a l t i e s were . 
removed to the r e a r - a s soon-as they were in good enough condition to t r a v e l , 
and no f a c i l i t i e s .for' .hospitalizatio.n, were necessary. . - • ''..". 

Operations - I t was rtur po l i cy to. perform"-rip , d i f in i t i ve surgery." Ins tead . 
i t was our aim to administer l i f e qaylng emergency treatment and evacuate "., 
c a sua l t i e s to the -various f i e l d ho sp i r a l s -which were b e t t e r equipped,for such J 
measures. In only three instances was i t found.necessary to perform any 
surgery; twice to close sucking wounds of the ches$ -and once to .<control ...... 
hemorrhage from beneath the de l to id muscle. • ". 

i * 

X i . 
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B, Evacuation. '." '.•'•'$£>] • " '•• . 
For purposes of evacuation t h i s organizat ion trained, nine bandsmen and' nine 

infantrymen as l i t t e r cantains,... Six of these l i t t e r captains were assigned 'to 
each r i f l e 'company and each* was'equipped with a nylon jungle l i t t e r and. e x t r a 
•olasraa. In addi t ion to t h i s , one sq\iad minus 3-iH men from the reserve pfetoo'n 
of each company were assigned to the task of •evacuating c a s u a l t i e s . This gave 
us a t o t a l of s ixteen men with each r if le . ' company to be used.for evacuation 
•ourposes only. 

The l i t t e r hearers were fu r the r divided and assigned thusly; two and in 
some instances three two n&n U t t e r teams .were assigned to the corps in each . 
assault p la toon. When a nan was h i t on the front l i n e s a corpsnan went forward 
applied emergency medical treatment and then waved one of the two-man l i t t e r 
teams forward. The casua l ty was -placed on a -jungle l i t t e r and transported, by 
these two men to the company CP, I f the ' t e r r a i n was such tha t the ambulance 
could reach the conpany CP, the casual ty was. brought to the .aid- S ta t ion v ia 
vehicle . I f not the l i t t e r was taken over by four new men and the- casua l ty 
brought..back to the .aid Sta t ion by hand,. The Ilylong l i t t e r s proved to be of 
unlimited value as they are l i g h t , durable, and can be e a s i l y at tached to .the, 
l i t t e r captains back when not in use . 

I t was found in usin<- t h i s system that- casua l t i e s coulcL be,evacuated . fas te r , 
that the distance, any one grouo of men had to haul a pa t i en t 'was . g r e a t l y ! 
reduced and- tha t no combat troo-os were taken- out of ac t ion to evacuate c a s u a l t i e s . 

P. _ Casualt ies t r ea t ed by t h i s iiid. S ta t ion . • 

1. lumber - US 
(a) Retained - 0 .' . ' ' • 
(b) 3vac,'- - I I7 ', , ' 
(c) Died - 1 ••''- ' "•'" '•' 

2. Kil led in .action - 29 - • . 

3. tfon Bat t l e Casual t ies - 2^. ; . 

&. - Sanitat ion . . . . . . . 
1, Sanitary measures as p rac t i ced by the companies were excel lent at a l l 

t i ne s , 

H. - Disposal of Dead 
•all dead bodies were recovered and. turned, ever to the 3n—1 for removal 

te the Division Cenetery. 

I . - There were no epidemics or unusual diseases amongst the t roops of t h i s 
organization during the per iod in quest icn, 

Ho dental services were rendered by t h i s organiza t ion . All injured 
c iv i l i ans and pr i soners were f.iven. emergency treatment and evacuated to the .. , 
nearest iteginsnt.. ' . . ' • 

J . - Medical Organization. • . • ' • • . , ; , 
I . I t was found in t h i s o-oeration tha t t w Ba t ta l ion Surgeons -and for ty 

corpsnen with a divis ion of the l a t t e r into company aid and Ba t ta l ion aid men 
mentioned above were suf f ic ien t to handle the c a s u l t i e s we encountered. 
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However, i t i s suggested that some de f in i t e arrangement be made for the replace* 
ment of those corpsmen injured, in ac t ion for even as of to date we have received. 
no response to our request for the • replacement of four corpsmen. 

K. _ F ie ld Medical Equipment* 
1. F ie ld Medical Squi-pment and suppl ies a l l o t t e d to this.Marine Infantry-

Bat ta l ion by the Medical Corps of the United. Sta tes Havy were .found to be ade
quate in a l l ca tegor ie s . However, as i t was impossible to carry some of the 
heavier a r t i c l e s such as b lankets , s p l i n t s , combat covers and folding l i t t e r s 
in on our backs, i t i s suggested that a t r a i l e r be a l l o t t e d to the Medical 
Section of each Infantry Bat ta l ion in to ' which these heavier a r t i c l e s can be 
placed and hauled when the t a c t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i s a fas t moving one. All equip
ment was found, to be adequate and su i tab le for t h i s type of operation,, 

2 . EG supply, 
(a) .as mentioned above th i s organizat ion went into combat carrying i t s 

supplies on t h e i r backs. I n i t i a l l y we had a f ive-day supnly and were dependent 
upon the Regiment for resuoply" when t h i s was used up; Anticipat ing some d i f f i 
c u l t y along these l ines t h i s organizat ion crated enough supplies to resupply 
i t s e l f for t h i r t y days , . Ho supplies were l o s t through p i l f e r a g e . 

Motor Vehicles and Boiling Stock» 
1„ At a l l time during combat this Ls organizat ion had a t i t s disposal three 

Jeep Ambulances; one of i t s own and two addi t iona l ones from "Cr? Medical Company, 
These proved to be of untold value in mr-»» jjiuv^u. u<j u^ u-L um/uxu. vcu.u.c j.n many i n s t a n c e s to evacua te d i r e c t l y from 
the front l ines to the Bat ta l ion .aid S ta t ion , 

M. - Malaria and Bpidemic Control Equipment. 
1 . Spray cans, DDT powder, kerosene, fr'eon bombs, and insec t r epe l l en t 

were a l l ca r r i ed by the Bat ta l ion Quartermaster 

H. - Recommendations . 
1 . That a blackout ten t be a l l o t t e d to the medical section of each 

in fan t ry b a t t a l i o n for use a t n igh t . 
2. That mors Hylon jungle l i t t e r s be issued to each infant ry b a t t a l i o n , 
3 . Fas te r replacement'of injured corpsmen, 
k. I t i s recommended tha t a l /U-ton t r a i l e r 5or each 1/14-ton Ambulance 

Jeep be furnished, 
5. That medical supplies be given a higher p r i o r i t y in combat and placed: 

in such a p o s i t i o n in the quartermaster dump that.-they are e a s i l y access ib le , 
6 . That DDT spray be kept ava i lab le a t a l l t imes . , 

r* 

A. - Covered in Chapter VI. 

B. - Maps and Photos Furnished During Operation, •" 
Hyukyu-Retto, scale 3/25,000 "furnished in adequate quant i ty ; not 

complete in some areas of MOTOBU PHiHITSUIjA, Caotured Jap map, showing contours 
and road a:d t r a i l network, was used. 

C. _ Kydrographic information furnished proved accurate and. complete. 

D. _ Generally, i n t e l l i gence disseminated by 'h igher headquarters was t ime ly , 
e f fec t ive and s u f f i c i e n t , 
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S. _. The system f o r hand l ing p r i s o n e r s , a c t i v e s , c i v i l i a n s , e t c . , - was f o r the 
nost p a r t r a i s t i v i s f ac to ry , from the v iewpoin t of t h i s u n i t 0 During much of the 
a c t i o n , t h i s , u n i t o p e r a t e d i n a r e a s a , . cons ide rab le d i s t a n c e from h i g h e r . h e a d 
q u a r t e r s , making i t i m p r a c t i c a l t o r o u t e each cap tu red , e i v i l i a n and p o s s i b l e 
POW; wheneve r -poss ib l e , : Such .routing. ' .wa^'accomplished.- E n l i s t e d i n t e r r o g a t o r a t 
t ached to t h i s u n i t p roved v a l u a b l y th roughou t ' t h e . a c t i o n , : i n deal ingM>it i i t he 
many c i v i l i a n s and p o s s i b l e PO¥s e n c o u n t e r e d . . ' ..« 

Fo _ The p rocedu re f o r the r ecove ry 'erf- c a p t u r e d enemy documents and m a t e r i e l 
was e f f e c t i v e , _ , • •' •'.'-- •<• ''••"• 

1Q..+ One J apanese language man, e n l i s t e d , was a t t a c h e d t o t h i s u n i t t h roughou t 
-th e action;. , e f f e c t i v e and q u a l i f i e d f o r p r e l i m i n a r y h a n d l i n g of captured, ma
t e r i e l and p e r s o n n e l , . , j 

H, - The a t t i t u d e of most n a t i v e s would seem to i n d i c a t e t h a t our p ropaganda 
was e f f e c t i v e , / : - ' - • • ' -V •'• f.:.•:;'• 

I . _. JIQPOi teams n o t o b s e r v e d . '. ••"• *- . 

J.-. -,; I n t e l l i g e n c e l i a i s o n wi th S_2 of nex t h i g h e r and o t h e r e che lons -ac'cois- : 

p l i s h e d th rough wi re and r a d i o communicat ions , and our l i a i s o n o f f i c e r , . This 
proved not. too s a t i s f a c t o r y d u r i n g p e r i o d s when h i g h e r eche lons were l o c a t e d 
a t such d i s t a n c e s t h a t - w i r e - a n d r a d i o communications were, o u t , and .more. ' than' 
one^ run -da i ly b y t h e l i a i s o n o f f i c e r was i m p r a c t i c a l ^ Suggest t h a t i n -such 
i n s t m c e s a l i a i s o n team be sen t t o t h e lower e c h e l o n , t o be sent back to t he 
h igher eche lpn when deemed n e c e s s a r y by the I n t e l l i g e n c e O f f i c e r - o f tha."lawer 
u n i t . , • • . . . . , - - . • -• • . ' . - ; - " ' • - ' ' ' 

# - . . . , . - , . . t . . . 

K. - . C o u n t e r i n t e l l i g e n c e , measures were s u c c e s s f u l l y p r a c t i c e d . Suggest t h a t 
shack le codes and passwords- be i s s u e d c o v e r i n g an ex t ended p e r i o d of p e r h a p s 
a week or a ' m o n t h , Th i s ' would t e n d ' t o e l i m i n a t e the d i f f i c u l t y and a t t imes 
i m p o s s i b i l i t y of d i s s e m i n a t i n g them, r e s u l t i n g , from, the problems of d a i l y 
• issuance. :," . , ..-'••'" • • ... 

L. - Jap machine-guns and m o r t a r s were l a i d i n on v a c a t e d t r e n c h e s i n . w h i c h o u r 
t roops took cove r when t h e enemy opened f i r e . The speed and a c c u r a c y w i t h which 
the enemy b r o u t f i r e to b e a r o n - t h e t r e n c h e s i n d i c a t e s p rear rangement , : ' -

S e v e r a l of our e l emen t s on d i f f e r e n t o c c a s i o n s v e r s s u c c e s s f u l l y ambushed 
D-y the enemy?, who wi thhe ld- f i re u n t i l our e l emen t s were wel l advanced,- then., 
opened f i r e from a l l s i d e s . . . ; ' - • . • .i. 

i : . - The enemy, occupying the h i g h ground, u s u a l l y was a f f o r d e d good o b s e r v a t i o n 
£ much of ou r movement, hence was p r o b a b l y capab le o f a n t i c i p a t i n g some of ou r 

a c t i o n . IT©thing a o e c i f i c . i n r e g a r d s t o enemy i n t e l l i g e n c e n o t e d . 

* - The absence of a d u l t males among the c i v i l i a n s p o p u l a t i o n , and. i n fo rma t ion 
gained th rough i n t e r r o g a t i o n of c a p t u r e d c i v i l i a n s and-POWs, i n d i c a t e s t h e 

n e n y s complete o r g a n i z a t i o n of the male c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . 

APn«ndix K t o 2$ th Mar SAR, SjH 3 / 
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CQMMUHIC.allON 

A. - The .SOI was adequate and h a s , s u f f i c i e n t f r e q u e n c i e s and c a l l s i g n s a v a i l 
a b l e . There were no d u p l i c a t i o n s •-noticed, and no1 l i a i s o n e f f e c t e d du r ing the 
p l a n n i n g s t a g e . P l e n t y of t ime was a v a i l a b l e fo r p l a n s , changes and c r i t i c i s m . 
P l a n s i n c l u d e d p r e v e n t i o n of d e s t r u c t i o n of wire l i n e s ~by our own v e h i o l e s , Tt^8 

was s u c c e s s f u l l y c a r r i e d , out du r ing the o p e r a t i o n , . 

3 , - Ho changes were made in the communication p l a n . ' 'There were no d e f i c i e n c i e s 
n o t e d in equipment . . The r e h e a r s a l s p rov ided , an adequa t e - check on a l l communi
c a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . " ' " , - " • ' . ;; 

G. _ iiquipraent was. l o a d e d aboard shit) a cco rd ing to p l a n , Ho equipment was damped, 
S t o r a g e b a t t e r i e . s . were checked every t h r ee days, d u r i n g the voyage. I t i s recosu 
mended t h a t "ba t t e r i e s and wire "be deck l oaded f o r e a s i e r a c c e s s , During the 
voyage t r a i n i n g was c a r r i e d out "by "br ie f ing , l e c t u r e s , c a r e of equipment and 
p h y s i c a l e x e r c i s e . Three men a s s i s t e d the s h i p s cormany on Radar ' f e t ch . Higher 
e c h e l o n handled a l l message c e n t e r d u t i e s , .. '• 

D. - Radio p e r s o n n e l was inadequa te due to change i n T/0 when the two 610 
r a d i o s were added t a k i n g four o p e r a t o r s from a s s i g n e d d u t i e s . I t i s recom--
mended t h a t f ou r wiremen he added due to the maintenance of long t runk l i n e s . 
Countermeasures on jamming were t augh t„ 

F ive men were l o s t dur ing the o p e r a t i o n . The Communications Chief was 
wounded and e v a c u a t e d . Message c e n t e r code c l e r k Was wounded and e v a c u a t e d 
as was one wire team c o r p o r a l . Two r a d i o o p e r a t o r s were k i l l e d i n a c t i o n , 

3 , - Three radios, SCR J00 were l o s t due t o s h e l l i n g a n d / o r i n e v i t a b l e c a p t u r e . 
L a t t e r d e s t r o y e d , Five s h o r t SCR 300 an tennas and f o u r long type were p u t out 
of a c t i o n , a l s o t h r e e hand set ' s and one-, l i p .mike, 

?i 'va S3 8 t e l e p h o n e s were knocked out by s h e l l i n g , one HS-19, Ten sound 
power phones and t e n E S - l l s were l o s t .dur ing the campaign. 

Would recommend T3$C "be r ep l aced ' . by SCR 69 ty. dtte • to h o t t e r e f f i c i e n c y , s i l e n t 
g e n e r a t o r , w a t e r p r o o f e d s e t , l o n g e r range , c o n s e r v a t i o n of " b a t t e r i e s , 
Also would recommend two 3H--72 and one BIL.71 i n s t e a d of t h r e e BIWJls i n o r d e r 
to conserve manpower, -ilso one h x U, ha l f t on t r u c k t o r e p l a c e one U x h l /U-
t o n t r u c k . : 

F, - Supply of equipment was e f fec t ive . Spares were ca r r i ed , 

G. _. Ho '.agencies were es tab l i shed that were not normal, Ho. agencies were over
loaded. Ho emergencies used. 

I t i s "believed that -present operating agencies- would he adequate, on large 
land opera t ions . . . . . . r -

D i f f i cu l t i e s encountered inJ 
1. Radio i Hamming, ., . . . . 
2. "i' 'ire: Trouble shooting long ' t runks , enemy cut t ing l i n e s . 
3. Visual! i"o,ne, - .<-,.. •• _ 
k, Messenger*. Hone.- ; • 

The communication set UD for t h i s "battal ion was as e f f i c i en t as circum
stances permit ted as narrated before . 

« 
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xi.. „ Weapons used in twenty one days of "ba t t le employment; 

TYP3 
l i -1 R i f l e s 
Carb ines 
P i s t o l s 

IKGS 
aiiGs 
60mm Mor ta r 
81mm Mortar 

'"3>B 

.30 

.30 

.30 
.30 

CjL 

t'L-l Ri f les 
Carbines 
3.iSs 
Pistole 
3MGg 
Mo r t &r, oOmra (tub 3 ) 

.30 

.30 

.30 

.^5 

.30 

B, - Weapons L o s t . 

22 
22 
7 

15 
6 
l 

C. - M a l f u n c t i o n s , 
The f o l l o w i n g m a l f u n c t i o n s were n o t e d : 

One Biffi f a i l e d to f i r e "because of "broken r e c o i l s p r i n g . Failure? 
to feed was no ted on 6 M-ls and one .1+5 P i s t o l ; whi le a n o t h e r l—l f a i l e d to 
e j e c t . The e l e v a t i n g and t r a v e r s i n g mechanism "broke on 0, L i g h t l lachine Gun. 

3 . ~ Adequacy of Spare P a r t s and - i c c e s s o r i e s . 
A d e f i n i t e s h o r t a g e of s p a r e p a r t s and a c c e s s o r i e s was no t ed , - p a r t i c u l a r l y 

fo r M-ls and B^iSs. 

3 . _ Recommendations AS t o M o d i f i c a t i o n s of 3 x i s t i n g Types and Hew Types . 
1. Many c a s u a l t i e s have "been c <used "by the c a r e l e s s hand l ing and c a r r y i n g 

of hand grenades due to s a f e t y p i n s working l o o s e . I t i s recommended t h a t a 
new method of c a r r y i n g t h e s e grenad.es "be adopted such as a "bandolier s i m i l a r 
to a .30 C.?l b a n d o l i e r , 

2 . Have hand les f o r a l l BARs, 
3 . Replace c a r b i n e s w i t h M-ls% 

K Test a l l "bazooka ammunition. One. company had t h r e e duds on one 
p I l l - b o x . 

APPSIT31X K t o 2 q t h - t- a r s.ia, SAR 3/2? 
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