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TWENTX-NINTH MARIBES SPECIAL ACTION 
REPORT,.OKINAWA OPERATION PHASE I I I ; 

a. Chapter I : general 

The purpose of t h i s report i s to provide a synopsis of the a c t i v i t i e s 
and r e s u l t s thereof of the 29th Marines, Reinforced, i n the B a t t i o . f o r Southern 
OKINAWA from 9 Mc/, 19*+5,. when t h i s regiment was a l* r t ed for act ion in DERACAWA, 
u n t i l 21 June, 19^5, when the i s land was declared secured. . ' ' 

The overa l l mission of the 29th Marines, Reinforced, throughout Phase I I ' 
of the OKINAWA operat ion was to seek out and destroy the enemy i n itteszone of a c t i 

Lt Col Moreau 

Lt Col Roth 

Lt Col Wright 

h. Chapter II ' : Task Organisation. 

1s t Bn, 29th Marines 
*'"' Attached 

1st P l a t . Wpns/29 
Det AffiB Team, 6th JASCO 
Det SFC Team, 6th JASCO 
Det 3d Sec, Band Det 

" 2 d Bn, 29th Marines 
Attached 

2d P l a t , Wpns/29 
Bet AOL'TEAM, 6th JASCO 
Det SFC Team, 6th JASCO 
Det 3d Sec, Band Det 

3rd Bn, 29th Marines 
Attached 

3rd P l a t , Wpns/29 
Det AOL Team, 6th JASCO 
Det SPC Team, 6th JASCO 
Det 3rd Sec, Band Det 

Regtl Troopc, 29th Marines 
H&S Co, 29th Marines . ' 
Wpns Co, 29th Marines ( l e s s 1s t , 2d & 3rd P l a t s ) ' , 
Co C, 6th Medical Bn . ' 
3rd P l a t , Co C, 6th MT Bn. ' 
91st Chemical Mortar Co (Sep) (USA) 
5th Prov Rocket Detachment 
3rd P l a t . SftS Co 
Det 6th JASCO ( l e s s detachments) 
3rd Sec, Band Det ( l e s s detachments) 

* NOTE.' The 91st Chemical Mortar Company and 5th Provis ional Rocket Detach­
ment were withdrawn and reat tached at various times throughout the 
operation. 

C* Chapter I I I ; Progress of the Operation-. 

; . " This chapter includes a complete na r ra t ive of the regiment ' s opera t io* . „ 
divided in to three phases: * 4 § 
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Chapter I H i Progress of the Operation (Cont 'd.) 

( l ) The Ba t t l e for FAHA. 

9 Kay 19^5; . Regiment departed from DERA&atfA area to assigned beach, defense sector I 
in v i c i n i t y ef M*CEIHATd aJRFIELD and town of M^CHlKiTO. Movement was completed at] 
1/00. Uni ts set up loca l defense with emphasis on defense against counterlandlngs,: 
Fo enemy a c t i v i t " , 

10 May .19^5; F i r s t Bat ta l ion moved Into beach defense along 'flACKIFaTO .J.3IHSLD as 
22d Marines advanced south toward HAEA. A two sauad secur i ty dctetachment was de­
tached from the Second Ba t ta l ion to p ro t ec t Corps Forward Switching Cent ra l . F i r e 
from L7T(.0s in Second Ba t ta l ion sector sank ono known suicide boat during ths nigj 
Survivor from suicide boat was captured by F i r s t 3 a t t a l i o n . 

11 May I9U5; Two Jap barges were sighted off t'AGHIEaTO ..IP-FI^LD and sunk by Faval 
gunfire. Fo personnel seen. Third ?a t t a l ion , on order from Sixth Marine Division, 
was moved to new assembly area south of MACKINATO alRFipJ) prepara tory to supportin 
a t t a c k of 22d Marines, a r t i l l e r y f i r e was recftlsved in v i c i n i t y 01 • ^CVIHATO .-illFlt 
in F i r s t and Second Ba t ta l ion sec to r s . Fo casua l t i e s susta ined. Second Ba t t a l ion 
assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for area previously assigned to Third Ba t ta l ion north of tow 
of i'.ACHIHfiTCv One snuad was dispatched from F i r s t 3 a t t a l i o n to guard the ASA FAWA' 
BRIDGE. 

12 May 19.^5; -hi " l Ba t ta l ion , at tached to 22d Marine*, moved out of bivouac area a 
13^5 and in to l inos on l e f t flank of that regiment. F i r s t Ba t ta l ion pa t ro l l ed in­
land as d i rec ted by Sixth Marine Division to locate enemy so ld i e r reported to have, 
s tolen dispatch case containing communication shackle code. Hesuits were negative, 
F i r s t BattAlion received an estimated 100 rounds of a r t i l l e r y f i r e in defense area 
along MACEIFATQ AIBFIZOLD. FO c a sua l t i e s sustained. The 29th Marinos wore ordered' 
to move on 13 May to assembly area in 7675 KIFG, L0V3, MIKT and OBOE; 767U CFARIIE, 
DO 5, and 2kSY; 7675 XBAY and YOKF, prepared to resume the a t t ack in the l e f t of the 
8 xth Marino Division zone. 

13 May 19 -̂5? -he 1s t Platoon, Weapons Company, a t tached t o the F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , had 
one prime-mover destroyed by a r t i l l e r y f i r e during, the n igh t . Two men were wounded 
by a r t i l l e r y f i r e received on &$& KA'fA BRIDGE. The 29th Marines completed movement 
to new assembly area a t 1200. Received occasional a r t i l l e r y f i r e in regimental are? 
throughout day and n igh t . Fo damage reported. F i re believed to be coming from 
3HURI area . 

I1!- May 19^5; A x i l l a r y f i r e f e l l in the regimental area throughout the night and 
casua l t i e s were l i g h t . Third Bat ta l ion rever ted to regimental control as of OSOO. 
Third Ba t t a l ion jumped of^f in the a t t ack in regimental zone of ac t ion supported by 
the 91st Chemical Mortar Company (Separate) (tl, S. Army). They were held up by a 
strong r>ocket of r e s i s t ance in 7673 MJEF, BAN, and SUG*R2. George Company assaul ted 
h i l l in 7672 CEjJtLIE with one company of the 6th Tank Ba t t a l i on in support; made 
contact m t h e ' r i g h t with the 2d Ba t ta l ion , 22d Marines, in 7672 3;jrER-4. The F i r s t 
Ba t ta l ion moved in to l e f t of regimental zone of ac t ion pushing down l e f t (Dast) side 
of enemy pocket ef fect ing juncture with the Third Ba t t a l ion . Fo contact was es tab­
l ished on l e f t with F i r s t Marine Division, The F i r s t and Third Ba t ta l ions received 
heavy ca sua l t i e s from enemy a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e during the day. Lines for th.-> 

-a-
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Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation - B a t t l e fo r . HaHa.(Cont-,4.) 

2.1+ Mav 19**5 (Cont 'd . ) t night 'woro as follows: Third Ba t t a l i on on thn r i gh t -
7672CH.3LIB-3-2, 7E>73 X R A Y S M , . 30GER-2. MLT3-U-5, HO'*-h, IT3JW5; p i r s t Bat­
t a l i o n on the l e f t - 7673 IT2;-$-U,' OBOE-1-if, 7773 KIM], LOVE-1, EOX-3, GE0B6E-2, 

lfj May 19^5: E i r s t and Third Ba t t a l i ons at tacked to seize OBOE-CKAHLIE l i ne in 
soan of ac t ion . The strong po in t in 7673 MIKE,-. HAff«-> «n<l SUGAR w$s eliminated a t 
1S3O by How Company. Quan t i t i e s of enemy mater ia l wore destroyed} approximately 
2b0 enemy found k i l l e d , a t t a ck ing against heavy ancmyvresistance, the a s sau l t 
ba t ta l ions socur«4 the l i no - 76,72 BAXER-3, CEARLIB*.2, 7673 mLLaJi-^ , 7672 DOG-5. 
JLiSY-5, 7772 A3L3-1-2, Contact was es tab l i shed with 22d Marines on the r i gh t and 
the E i r s t Marine Division on the l e f t . Received heavy c a s u a l t i e s during the day 
from small arms, mortar, and a r t i l l e r y f i r o . Direct a r t i l l e r y f i re , from the SEURX 
area in 7772 ROGER, SUGAR and TARE grea t ly hindered the advance throughout the day. 
Dog Oompany was sent to the area of the 22d Marines to a s s i s t in mopping up enemy 
i a the rear of 2d Ba t t a l ion , 22d Marines. The enemy had penet ra ted t h e i r l i ne s 
during the previous n igh t . On a r r i v a l Dog Company was ordered to move in to the 
l inos to a s s i s t in r epe l l i ng counterat tack by onomy on SUGAR-LOAEfHILL, 7672 GEORG" 
They arr ived in pos i t i on during height of a t t ack aP-nd suffered heavy casua l t i e s un­
t i l ordered to withdraw by b a t t a l i o n commander, 2d 3 a t t a l i o n , 22d Marines. The 29 
Marines suffered heavy c a s u a l t i e s during the day from a l l types of enemy f i re , . 

16 May 19^5: The 29th Marines a t tacked with F i r s t Ba t ta l ion on the l e f t and Third 
Bat ta l ion on the r igh t to se ize the remainder of t h e OBOE-CHARLIE Line. The attac> 
progressed favorably i n i t i a l l y v'.th tanks moving through draw in 7&72 DOG and EASY 
to clean out enemy pocket . The Third Bat ta l ion was orderod to, move out a f t e r the 
E i r s t Ba t ta l ion had progressed about 300 yards on t h e i r l e f t flank along the Sixth 
Marine Division boundary; Third B a t t a l i o n ' s objective being HALE-MOON RIDGE in 
7672 ITEM and JIG, On reaching the BALE-MOON HIDGE, Third Bat ta l ion was h i t hard 
by enemy f i r e frcm pocket in 7672 DOG-2 and BASY-U. Because of f i r o from front am 
l e f t flafikSfs, F i r s t 3 a t t a l i o n could not a t t h i s timee c l e a r the draw; requi r ing ther 
to withdraw to l i n e s hold the ,n igh t before. The pos i t ion of t h e Third Ba t t a l ion 
became untenable with both f lanks exposed and enemy f i r i n g in to t h e i r r e a r . The 
3rd Battal ion^ 22d Marines, did not se i se SUGAR-LO.dE.EILL in 7672 GEORGE on the 
Third B a t t a l i o n ' s r igh t f lank. Third Ba t ta l ion was ordered to withdraw to jump-
off pos i t ion and to e s t ab l i sh contact with 22d Marines on r i g h t . Our l i n e s a t 
t h i s time ran from r igh t f lank in 7672 EOX-1, BAEERJt, eEARLIE->2, B0&-5; 7673 
XRAY-1*, YOKE->2; 7773 UNCLB-1, PETER-5 to KING 3.1.where contact was made with 
the E i r s t Marine Division on the l o f t . Eires wore coordinated for night defense 
with adjacent u n i t s . Heavy c a s u a l t i e s ware received throughout the day bv both 
assaul t b a t t a l i o n s . A r t i l l e r y f i r e continued to drop throughout regimental zono 
during day and night of 16 May making evacuation and, supply d i f f i c u l t . The enemy 
had excel lent observation over our e n t i r e zone of act ion making any movement hazaird. 
ous. Major R. P . Neuffor, USMC, assumed command of the E i r s t Ba t ta l ion when Lieu­
tenant Colonel J . y , Morcau, USMC, was h i t and evacuated t h i s date. . 

yj May IOUEJ; JXI0 t o t h o d i f f i c u l t y l n coordinating the a t t a ck on SUG2R LOAE and 
HALE-MOON h i l l s , the regimental boundary was shif ted to the r igh t (*'est) so as to 
include SUGAR LOAE EILL in 7672 GEORGE irt the 29th Marines zone of ac t i on . The 
a t tack jumped off with three b a t t a l i o n s abreast a t 0g$5 under heavy a r t i l l e r y and 

aval gunfire p repara t ions . The Second Ba t t a l i on on the r igh t was assigned tho 
mission of se iz ing SUGAR LOAE HILL and had one company in the a s s a u l t . The E i r s t 
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-•hapter I I I ; Progress of the O p e r a t i o n - B a t t l e for RaRA (Cont 'd . ) 

17 ^ay I9U5 (Con t ' d . ) ; Ba t t a l ion on the l e f t s t a r t e d working south along the rldgoj 
n 7672 SASY and DOG. Easy Company jumped off a t the same time to seize SUGAR LOAF^ 
ILL. Easy Company on reaching the draw along t h e r a i l r o a d t r ack in jSf2 E0**~2-U, 
amo under heavy mortar and machine gun cross f i r e emanating from 7672 ITSM-3 and 
572 MIKE. How Comnany was ordered to push south through 7672 EG" to HaLF-MOOF 
IDGS in 7672 JIG to re lease the pressure on Easy Company. At I53O Able Company, 

the r i g h t f lank company of the F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , was nearing tho 0B0E-CKA?LIE l i n e 
in 7772 FOX-3 and 7676 JIG-U with Charl ie Company moving up on the lo f t of able 
Company. At the. same time Third Ba t t a l ion had reached HALF-HOOF RIDGE i n 7672 I?" 
it I63O Easy Company was in pos i t i on to a s sau l t SUGAR LOAF HILL from the southeast , 
'jut was held • up. by a r t i l l e r y f i r e coming from SHORI, Between 1700 and 1230 Easy 
ompany assaul ted SI Gail LOAF KILL four t imes, rece iv ing heavy c a s u a l t i e s a t each 

ittenipt. * t 12U0 Easy Company was ordered to withdraw to h i l l in 7672 3HARLIE for 
tho n ight . At 1635 two platoons of Pox Company were ordered in to tho l i ne$ in ord 
to s t i f f en the center of the l i n e between the Third Bat ta l ion and F i r s t Battalion* 
At 18*+0 the en t i r e l i n e of the Third Ba t t a l i on and F i r s t 3 a t t a l i o n was es tab l i shed 
on high ground in 7672 2TEK-3, JIG-U and 7772 FOX-U. At 1930 t h e l i n e became uttat. 
tenable in tho center between F i r s t Ba t t a l ion and Third Ba t t a l i on and both b a t t a l ­
ions wore forced t o withdraw t o more favorable pos i t i ons under cover of darkness. 
The locat ion of t roops a t t h i s time was d i f f i c u l t to determine due to darkness. 
The remainder of Third Ba t t a l i on was on t h e reverse slope of EALF-1 0011 HILL in 
&>72 HOW and ITEM and were tieti. in by f i r e with EaSy Company in 7672 DOG aha SASSY 
and 7772 ABLE. Extremely heavy casua l t i e s wore received by a l l a s sau l t u n i t s duri: 
the course of the ac t ion . However, heavy casua l t i e s were a l s o - i n f l i c t e d on the 
eneojy throughout the day, Supply and evacuation from SUGAR .LOAF HILL and HALF-MOW 
RIDGE proved extremely d i f f i c u l t because of intense mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 

18 Kay I9U5: Tho a t tack jumped off with three b a t t a l i o n s abreast at 0230 under 
excel lent preparatory f i r e s . Dog Compensy in the assau l t on the r i gh t flank reachr 
tho top of SUGAR LOAF HILL at O9H6. The hil l*was held a f t e r a f i e rce greaade and 
mortar due l . Attl030 Bog Company moved over and began t o mop up and destroy enemy 
emplacements on the forward (South) slope. Third Ba t t a l ion consolidated i t s posi­
t i on on t h e high ground (HoLF-MOOF RIDGE) in 7672 ITEM and dug in . F i r s t Battajf 
consolidated p o s i t i o n s hcldd in 7572 DOG and EASY sending p a t r o l s to mop up draw 
feo f r#n t . At 163O Fox Company assaul ted r idge in 7672 KISfO ass i s t ed by f i r e from 
SUGAR LOAF HIIL, On r e a c h i n g t h e summit of r idge , Fox Company came under Intense 
grenade and mortar barrage, but succeeded in holding the reverse s lope. Fox Com­
pany 's r ight f lank in 7672 KIFG-5 was exposed and not t i e d in by tho 22d Marines 
ott tho r i gh t . S ta r t ing a t 1900 intense a r t i l l e r y f i r e f e l l on a l l command pos t s 
during the n ight . Lines for the night were as follows: Second Ba t t a l ion from 
r igh t to l e f t - 7672 Kll^^Z, GEORGE-3-k; Third 3 a t t a l i o n EO^-J-U, ITSM-J-U; ? i r 
Battal ion DOG-3, JIG-1, EASTS-U, 7772 A3L3-5, 7773 TOCLE-3. During the night Fox 
Company received and repulsed several counterat tacks made on t h e i r pos i t i on in 
7672 KI1TG. All three f ron t - l ino ba t ta l ions received heavy casua l t i e s during^the 
n i ht and morning of 18-19 Kay. 

19 Kay 1 9 ^ : At O3OO enemy troops gathered in 7572 OBOE and T.*RE, launched a 
countera t tack against the exposed r igh t f lank of Fox Company i n FIF1— 2 with, such 
s t r eng th tha t i t could not be repulsed. Fox Company was forced to withdraw to the 
reverse slope of GEORGE HILL with t h e remainder of i t s company. The nature of the 
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(v iapter I I I : Progress of t h e Operation - B a t t l e for NAHA (Cont 'd . ) 

6 May 19^5 (Cont 'd,) counterat tacks received by Fo Company on KING EILL were 
ioculiar in tha t the enemy employed White Phosphorous Mortar Shel ls to grea t advarw 
-age. J?ox.Oompany a l so received f i r e from i so la ted enemy caves on the south slope 
,'f SCJGAR I A W HILL during I t s tenure of KING HILL. Apparently they had i n f i l t r a t e d 
;hrough t h i s draw on Pox Company's r igh t flank and reoccupied pos i t ions on STTGAR 
JOAF HILL. Commencing shor t ly a f t e r da?r-broak r e l i e f was effected from r ight to 
l e f t i n the 29th Marines zone by the 4 th Marines. The r e l i e f was effected smoothly 
lospite the f i r e f igh t in which we were ongaged on the south slope of GEORGE HILL 
ind the heavy a r t i l l e r y f i r e s being l a i d in the center and l e f t sec tors of the 
regimental zone, Eel iof v;was completely effected by the 4 th Marines a t 1520. At 
I.53O the 29tn Marines occupied the beach defenses i n the following p o s i t i o n s : 
Second 3a t t a l i on on coast along MACKINATO AIRFIELD; F i r s t 3 a t t a l i o n extended along 
:oast northh of MACFINATO AIRFIELD to seawall in 7878 KING, LOVE, MIES and ft&Nj 
^hird Ba t ta l ion occupied coast from i n l e t i n 7978 MIKE to 8179 HOW. The regimental 
command post was es tabl ished a t 7878 VICTOR. 

DDuring the per iod the regiment was in the l i ne s excel lent sir'-iort was rendered 
;y 2d Ba t ta l ion , 15th Marines, 5*^ Provis ional Rocket Detachment and 91st.Chemical 
.or tar Company (Separate) (USA) and Tank Group from 6 th Tank Ba t t a l i on used undocr 
i i f f i cu l t condi t ions with excel lent r e s u l t s . Naval gunfire and »i£i?support were 
asod cont inual ly with good r e s u l t s p a r t i c u l a r l y for conatorbat tery f i r e s in the 
oases of Naval gunfire for night i l luminat ion . One of the few occasions when t h i s 
regiment was able ,z use the iu-7 Tank Destroyers was during t h i s perifta of ac t ion , 
They were used to f i r e against an t i - t ank guns and a r t i l l e r y emplaced on the western 
slopes of the SHORI HILL MASS. Despite the f r e t t h a t the M~7s were under heavy 
Tires , by careful use and se l ec t ion of cover and f i r i n g p o s i t i o n s , t h e i r f i r e prove:' 
very e f fec t ive . Landing Vehicles , Tracked rendered indispensable a id i n supplying 
front l i ne troops and in the evacuation of c a s u a l t i e s . 

20-27 kay 19^5: During t h i s per iod the 29th Marines were engaged i n reorganizat ion 
avd r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of t roops with the assigned mission of beach defense in the 
pos i t ions occupied on 19 May, During t h i s per iod the 29th Marines was to be p r e ­
pared to resume the a t t ack in e i the r a ssau l t zone of ac t ion on order . Heavy ra ins 
f e l l throughout period making movement of troops and supply extremely d i f f i c u l t . 
Lieutenant Colonel S. S. Yeaton, USMC, assumed command of the f i r s t 3 a t t a l i o n vice 
Major R. p . Neufier, USMC, on 27 May, 19^5. 

28 May lqU^; At O63O Third Ba t t a l ion iffloved by truck to re l i evo elements of the 
^ th Marines In the lo f t of the regimental!zone. Relief was completed a t 1500. 
J i r s t Bat ta l ion passed through r igh t elements of 4th Marines in regimental zone 
and attacked to seize the 030E-GE0RGE l i n e . During the a t t ack they received heavy 
f i r e from 7U71 SUGAR and TARE and 7571 PETER and UNCLE, Passage of l ines , was slow 
and d i f f i cu l t due to f i r e being del ivered on front l i n e s . ' The regimental command 
post opened at IO3O at 7573 BAKES-2. Second Ba t t a l ion in regimental reserve moved 
*° assembly aaea in v i c i n i t y of regimental command pos t . Relief of the l i n e s was 
c i lec ted without a casual ty . Third Ba t ta l ion was assigned the mission of guarding 
tiic bridge across the ASATO GAWA at 7572 YOKE. At I83O heavy a r t i l l e r y concentra­
t ions f e l l on regimental command pos t ; no c a s u a l t i e s were i n f l i c t e d . Lines hold 
ik-nl C M ° f t h o d a y w o r G n s f o l i ° w s : P i r s t Ba t t a l i on r i g h t flank a t 7H71 JIG-3-4*, 
T$n f0X1-2' GE0RGE-5, KO'^4; Third Bat ta l ion 7571 CFARLIS-4 , HOW-2, NAN-2, 0B0E-3, 
' & 7 1 P 3 r s * 3-4, ^UEEN-l, L0VE-3-1, GEORGE-U-5. 
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Chapter I I I : Progress of t i e Operation - Ba t t l e for NAHA (Cont 'd . ) 

29 May 1 9 ^ : No enemr a c t i v i t y during the night other than sporadic high ve loc i ty . 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e and some heavy mortar f i r e received in both b a t t a l i o n zones of aCtic 
F i r s t Ba t t a l ion at tacked to seize the 030E-K0V l i n e on the high ground j u s t north­
west of SHI CHINA., d i r ec t ion of a t tack was southeast . 22d Marines were on the r igh t 
with t h e i r r igh t flank r e s t i n g on KOKUBA ESTUARY, Third Ba t t a l ion was ordered to 
hold on highh ground and a s s i s t f i r s t Bafetalion by f i r e . F i r s t Ba t t a l ion met 
;. -derate small arms and mortar f i r e throughout per iod and consolidated l i n e s making 
contact with 22d Marines. Lines held a t end of day were as follows: 7U7I 030E-U-5 
7571 KING-1, FOX-U, GEORGE-5" U', HOW-3. Third Ba t t t l i ou lizsr. remained e s s e n t i a l l y ! 
the same. 

30 May 19U5: No -v-t ivi t ieSs during the night , The a t t ack jumped off a t 0900 a f t e r 
attempts to for^c surrender of t roops t in front of 22d Marines had f a i l e d . Loud 
sneakers and cooperating Pr i soners of War were used in t h i s at tempt. Progress of 
F i r s t Bat ta l ion was slew and tedious due to the nuftntity of tomb's sand snipers i n 
7571 HOW, NAN and TABS. The explosion of a tomb-fu&l of enemy explosives estimated 
at one ton, was detonated by a f r iendly grenade or s tachel charge and caused 
several casua l t i e s to Charlie Company. At 1730 the a t tack censed. The l e f t flank 
of Third Ba t t a l ion pushed forward to maintain contact with 3rd Ba t t a l ion , 5th 
Marines, advancing on l e f t . Contact was made with adjacent u n i t s on both f lanks . 
Lines held at end of day were as follows: Right flank of F i r s t Ba t ta l ion - 7570 
DOG-5-2, 7571 Y0K3-3-5, 767I UNCLE-1-3; Third Ba t t a l ion 7^70 ABLEU1-2, 7671 VICTOR-
3-1+, WILLIAM-5 where contact was made with 3rd Ba t t a l i on , 5th Marines, on the 6th 
Marine Division l e f t f lank. An advance of 600 yards was made during the day. F i rs t 
Ba t t a l ion and Third Ba t t a l ion suffered moderate casua l t i e s during the day. 

31 May 1$U5; F i r s t and Third Ba t t a l ions a t tacked at 0730 and advanced rapid ly 
against very l i g h t r e s i s t ance u n t i l reaching f o o t h i l l s of SH CHINA RIDGE. The 
29'S*1 Marines jumped off at 1330 in coordinated a t tack with 22d Mariner, to seize 
the high ground r ' . i t h of KOKUBA RIVER. After topping r idge in 7670 JBM and SUGAR, 
F i r s t Bat ta l ion received heavy flanking f i r e from the h i l l s i n 7669 BAKER, CHARLIE, 
£jid DOG in 22d Marines zone of ac t ion . F i r s t Bat ta l ion was forced to withdraw to 
t h e i r l i n e s held a t 1300, Lines were consolidated and contact mado with adjacent 
un i t s for night defense. F i r s t Ba t t a l ion r igh t flank 7&70 LOVE-1 MIKE-2, ITEM-1-2, 
J : A T I - 5 - 2 , 7770 A3L2-1-2 where contact was made with Third Ba t ta l ion , 5th Marines. 

: 'j'ti.ne igUfo Second Ba t t a l ion was ordered to pass through F i r s t Ba t t a l ion . The 
. .Icck was continued in coordination with 22& Marines to seize high ground over­
looking K0KUB& RIVER. Second Ba t t a l ion passed through F i r s t Ba t t a l ion rap id ly 
and seized h igh ground in 7670 NAN and the high ground in 7&70 YOKE and 7770 UNCL1 
and Q,IJS3N. Against l i g h t opposit ion Second Ba t ta l ion pushed to high ground which 
overlooks north • ank of KOKUBA RIVER. Third Bat ta l ion in l e f t half of regimental 
;:one moved out against l i g h t opposit ion in the v i c i n i t y of the high ground in 
general area 7770 GEORGE and LOVE, AS evidenced by the abandoned d enemy weapons 
and emplacements, t h i s wa8 determined to be an abandoned enemy strong p o i n t . This 
was the point from which the advance was held up on the preceding day. Third Bat­
t a l i o n moved on against l i g h t opposit ion to the high ground over-looking the r i v e r 
in the general area 7770 XRAY, YOKE, AND WILLIAM; 7870 PETER. Both assau l t u n i t s 
sent -oatrol-s- to the front in t h e i r zones as far as the r i v e r . Troops were in con­
t ac t on the object ive l i n e with the 22d Marines, on thisrright and the 3rd Ba t t a l ion : 
of the 5thjMarines, on the l e f t . Outposts were sent out to the front to cover a l l 
road junct ions and loca l avenues of approach across nor th bank of K0ICU3A RIVER. 
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Chapter I I I : progress of the Operation - Ba t t l e for HAHA (Cont 'd.) 

o juae 19^5: During the night sporadic a r t i l l e r y f i r e w»e received throughout the 
^egimental"*zone. Second Bat ta l ion se r t p a t r o l s to the r i v e r in i t s zone of aot ion . 
Pa t ro l s k i l l e d 12 of the enemy; noted enemy a c t i v i t y j u s t south of r i v e r . The 
pqth Marines was re l ieved by the 7th Marines. The r e l i e f was uneventful and was 
completed by 1215. This regiment was ordered to withdraw to assembly area as 
divis ion rese rve . The 29th Marines command x>ost remained i n same p o s i t i o n in 
7573 BAKS&-2. Second Bat ta l ion assembled in 7573 HW, ivm, MITB and FAF; Third 
ba t ta l ion assembled in 7572 DOG, EASY, IT?M a-d JIG; F i r s t Ba t ta l ion assembled in 
7571 JLELE, BAKER, FOX and 0SOB.GHB. 

Because of the inclement weather during the a t t ack on SHICHIFA, 
supply snS. evacuation was d i f f i c u l t . F i r i ng p o s i t i o n s for the^5th provis ional 
P.r cket Detachment were una t ta inab le due to the muddy roads . The 3rd Ba t t a l ion , 
lr;Sh Marines and the 91st Chemical Mortar Company (Seoarate) (USA) rendered e f f e c t ­
ive f i r e support u n t i i safety f ac to r s l imi ted the i r f i r e s as the 6 th Marine D iv i s io ' 
and 1s t Marine Division neared the nor th fork of the KOKUBA SI VSR. 

(2) The B a t t l e for OROKtJ PEFIFStTLA. 

3 June 19^5: The 29 th Marines remained in assembly area and made p repara t ions for 
the landing and a t tack on O'OKU PEtflFStiLA. 

U June 19^5: At 1030 Second Bat ta l ion was ordered to embark, cross and land a t 
7271 $UEW~and ROGER on ÔOKTT PEPIFStJLA. The landing was uneventful and Second 
Battal ion immediately moved in to the l i n e s to c lear the r idge jfoist south of OFFA 
YiMA ISLAFD p a r a l l e l to the KOKUBA 'STUA'RY. At 1255 Third Bat ta l ion was ordered 
to move across in to the l i n e s on the r igh t of the Second Bat ta l ion to f i l l in the 
gap between the Second Ba t ta l ion and Uth Marines, who were a t t h i s time pushing 
south across FAHA AIRFIELD. By n i g h t f a l l Second Ba t ta l ion was on the high ground 
in 7370 KIFG and PETER and Third Ba t t a l ion had moved into 7270 MIKS, tOVS! and 
G ^ G E . The 29th Marines command Dost landed on OROKU PEFIFSU3A and es tabl i shed a 
new command w>st at 7271 PETER-1. F i r s t Ba t ta l ion in regimental reserve was order­
ed across and in to assembly area 7171 SUGAR and TARE. During the evening heavy 
rocket f i r e f e l l in the regimental r ea r a rea . However, they wore l a rge ly a source 
of annoyance and produced but few casua l t i e s inasmuch as the a reas which they could 
cover were very r n s t r i c t e d . This was our f i r s t experience with Jap rocke t s . 

5 June 19^5: The;*attack was continued, but progress was slow against mdderate 
to heavy r e s i s t ance . How Company successfully broke up a counterat tack launched 
against them immediately a f t e r they had seized the h i l l in 7269 ITW. Second 
ba t ta l ion continued to push i t s l e f t f lank southeast along the KOKUBA GAWA and 
cleared the coas t l ine containing the br idge s i t e which enabled the engineers to 
construct a pontoon bridge across the KOKUBA ESTUARY. Security detachments were 
l e f t at t h i s br idge to prevent any enemy attempts at demolitions of same. Mine 
f i e lds became more prevalent as the a t t ack Continued which necess i t a t ed clearance 
by mine personnel before vehicles and personnel could move through much of the 
area. Third Bat ta l ion seized the h i l l in 7269 EASY and extended i t s r i gh t f lank 
to maintain contact with the ifth Marines. A strong pocket of enemy res i s t ance 
tS5 b C i n e d e v e l o - o e d i n t h p general area 7369 ABL'* BAK*R, CHARLIE, DOG, FOX, GEORGE, 
HOW, IT*M, lo r* , MIKE, FAF, YOKE and jtfS *ASY. Sockets and Spigot Mortars con­
tinued to f a l l throughout the regimental a rea . 
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Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation - B a t t l e for OROKU PSTOTSULii. (Cont 'd . ) 

6 June 19^5; The a t t ack was continued to se ise the high ground in 7369. The 
t e r r a i n consis ted of a se r i e s of small temple-l ike M I I 3 each of which had been 
converted into a "or t ross "by construction of innumerable caves from v,.-ich auto­
matic vreapons well cuplacod, wore able to mutually support adjacent p o s i t i o n s 
and prevent troops from crossing the ojeaan ground between the h i l l s . The enemy 
in t h i s sec tor were for the-most p a r t l a rge ly naval -^personnel and were armed 
pr imar i ly with 20mm guns and machine guns. Second Ba t t a l ion seized the r idge in 
7569 AOKSR, CE4RLIE '-and DOG -and were pinned down thereby f i r e from t h e i r r ight 
f lank. Second B a t t a l i o n ' s l e f t flank was able to pushh down and se ize the high 
ground in 73^9 JTEM-2-U, but in attempting*to continue the a t tack they wore also 
Irought under heavy f i r e and pinned down. Third Bat ta l ion was.'not able to mak&oanj 
appreciable progress in t h e i r zone. The narrow roads in t h i s area had been rende|r| 
impassablo by the successful laying of njff.ines arid c ra t e r ing due to shell f i r e . 
Gun p o s i t i o n s were very well dug in and a r t i l l e r y f i r e was not successful in knock-] 
ing them out. 

7 Juno, 19^5? The a t tack was continued and with the aid of tanks Second Ba t t a l ion 
pushed out on i t s l e f t and seized the town of OROKU and captured the high ground 
in tha t sec tor . The 37inE1 guns were man-handled to the high ground in 7370 CJOEEHI" 
From t h i s p o s i t i o n t'h~e gun crows were able to destroy many of t h e Jap automat ic-
weapons by bringing them under observation and d i rec t f i r e . Third Ba t t a l ion , in j 
the absence -of tank support, used a grenade and bayonet assaul t to capture the h i l l 
in 7369 AB£E. Contact was maintained wi th ' t he Uth Marines'on our right.... The 
progress of the a t t ack was very slow and supporting weapons wore grea t ly handi­
capped by l imi ted area which the enemy was defending and the proximity of.adjacent^ 
t roops , • • - ' » • -•* 

g Juno 19 -̂5 i F i r s t Ba t ta l ion was ordered to push ;two companies, down the le f t , of 
the regimental zone, and continued thooafctack along the KOKHBA ESTtuRY to jseise .$h,<| 
high ground (HILL 53) in 75^8 ABLE and FOX. Only p a t r o l a c t i v i t y was ca r r i ed out 
on t h i s front as.once again tanks were unable to operate due to road condit ions 
(mines and c r a t e r s ) . Second Ba t ta l ion seized the h i l l in 7369 HOW and the high 
ground in 7369 Iw.uE: and J i t . Third Ba t t a l ion pushed out and captured the h i l l 
in 7269^ OBOE and mopped up the reverse slope of the h i l l s in 7269 EuSY and' 7369 
.aBlfi, In t t h e process of t h i s mopping-up operat ion, which was e s sen t i a l before 
the a t t ack could be continued, a great number of-Nips committed suicide in the 
caves as our troops armed with flame-throwers and demolitions moved in . During ! 

t h i s per iod two Mbmm guns were captured along with four 20mm guns. This was the 
f i r s t time t h a t a UOmm gun (•&&) feasjboen used as an ant i -personnel weapon a g a i n s t ! 
our t roops . During the night attempts at i n f i l t r a t i o n by the onemy were repulsed.! 

9 Juno I9U5: Third Bat ta l ion captured the. h i l l ' i n 7369 K'J.!"G and GSOSQtE and pusho- | 
i t s r i gh t flank elements to h i l l in 73^9 PETER whore contact was made once again 
with the Hth Marines.. Tank, p a t r o l s were conducted by Second Ba t t a l ion through thr l 
•town in 73^9 OPOS-UAH, where Hip^ snipers with l i g h t machine guns...wore encountered! 

-'and destroyed. During the day enemy f i r e reduced i t s o l f to machine gun and small 
arms. In the evening mortar f i r e again began t e f a l l . A company of Fips was 

' observed' attempting to -withdraw .to the south in the genaral area of the town of j | 
TOhlGUSUKT. A r t i l l e r y concentrat ions were ca l l ed downnon them whichhinfl ictod a 
great number of oasvialtios and dispersed the t roops . 37™ guns continued Ato prov; | 
t h e i r worth*as a d i rec t f i r e support weapon and succeeded in knocking out f ive 
addi t iona l 20mm guns . " F i r s t Ba t t a l ion was ordered to p a t r o l inland from base of 
KQXU3A ESTUARY. P a t r o l s made l i t t l e p rogress , meeting hoavy f i r e s . -.'-
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jh~pter I I I : Progress of tho Operat ion- . Ba t t l e , for OROKtf.,PENINSULA (ContJd,). 

'0 June 19^5:' Regiment continued the a t tack with tho main ef for t on the r igh t and. 
ta'ird•Battalion- with Baker Company at tached, seiatea EIJJL 53-in 7368 ABLESand BAKER. 
Jho enemy ppocket of r e s i s tance was* now very c l ea r ly defined as "being in 7369 LOVE, 
",IKB FAIT, YOKE.'and 7368 BASY. AS a r e s u l t , the 29th Marines were ordered to-swing 
thei r a t tack to the l e f t and envelope tho so h i l l s which had defied f ronta l a t t ack , 
3econd Bat ta l ion continued tank p a t r o l s in the town of OHOKU whore a Jap atgh-veloc! 
17"gun ( l a t e r found to he 8-inch gun) i ' f i r ing from genera3dair©aa736g EASY (known as 
TugY-YOKE HILL), h i t and destroyed the leading tank. This successfully "blocked t h i 
.venue of approach and our tanks were compelled to withdraw. F i r s t Bat ta l ion was 
>rdered to withdraw t h e i r ba t t a l i on , l e s s Charlie Company, to "Cicinity of regimental 
;«nraand post in 7271 PETER, prepared to re l i eve the Third Bat ta l ion on order . CHAR--
JIB Company remained in Second Ba t ta l ion on the l e f t flank in 7 ^ 9 KIlfG-4 andFOX-U* 
.t 1250 Charlie Company was ordered to assemble in v i c i n i t y of regimental command 
tost in 7271 PETSB, At 1700 F i r s t Bat ta l ion was ordered to r e l i eve the Third Ba t -
al ion in the l i n e s in the regimental sec tor . The r e l i e f was completed a t 1815* 
ur ing t h i s period one Spigot Mortar was captured along with a number of Jap a u t o -
a t i c weapons. Item Company was a t tached to F i r s t Bat ta l ion and Charlie Company 
/as at tached to Second Ba t t a l ion . 

.1 June 1 9 ^ : The a t t ack was continued with the main effor t s t i l l on the r igh t to 
seize the h i l l s in 7369 VICTOR, QTJEEH and LOVE. The h i l l in 7369 LOVE was captured 
oy F i r s t Bat ta l ion plus elements of Second B a t t a l i o n ' s r igh t flank company. The 
i i l l in 7369 3.UE3LT continued to r e s i s t capture , and i t now appeared tha t the enemy 
iad two po in t s of r e s i s t a n c e l e f t in the 29th Marines sector — these being the hi13 
'.a 7369 ^UEEH and. the la rge h i l l in 7369 YOKE and 736S EASY. The same Jap high 
relocity gun knocked out another of our tanks which was at tempting to operate in the 
town of 0B0KU.. 

\d June 1 9 ^ : At daybreak Easy Company moved out t complete mopping up the town 
of 0B0KU. F i r s t Bat ta l ion continued to mop up on reverse slopes and h i l l s in 
7369 LOVE preparatory to seizure of high ground in 7369 "ROGER and %WBB* In i t s 
i n i t i a l attempt to capture 3UEE1T HILL, Able Company was caught by a heavy concen­
t ra t ion of enemy grenades and demoHHtoam charges hurled down the h i l l a t them and 
received heavy c a s u a l t i e s . The a t t ack was pressed and a t llUo F i r s t Bat ta l ion 
seized and overran the h i l l in 73^9 ^UEEJf.' By I5U0 F i r s t Bat ta l ion had seized the 
^igh ground in 7369 ROGER and WILLI AH. In a l a t e afternoon attack., Fox Company 
•wed out from 0B0KU and captured h i l l in 7369 YOKE an£ 7368 EASY, which was the 
l a s t enemy strongpoint in the 29th Marines sec tor . Mopping up on t h i s h i l l con­
tinued u n t i l l a t e in the night and Fox Company was sorapelled to e s t a b l i s h i t s own 
oerirneter of defense and held the high ground for the n igh t . J u s t p r i o r to the 
seizure of YOKS-IASY HILL, a Jap rocket f i red i t s l a s t round. The launching p l a t -

orm was found to be a large cavi ty in the . top of t h i s h i l l , 

VjjJune^19k^i Third Bat ta l ion re l ieved F i r s t , B a t t a l i o n in the l inen beginning a t 
Aaybreak and jumped off in conjunction with Second 3a t t a l i on from that po in t to 
^es-ray the enemy remaining in our zone of act ion which now consisted of low ground 
rrom fj&g 3&SY to the KOKUBA ESTUARY. Second •Battalion in conjunction with Third 
bat tal ion sent p a t r o l s to the south bank of the KOKUBA BSTUARY. The enemy had now 
i n e \ ^ r i V e n i n t ° t h 0 marshy ground along the waterf ront . Our troops moving through 
a r^rff l ish. l ines Seating the brush k i l l e d approximately 300 of the enemy, captured 
the * w k*-eft-velocity ©*» which had previously knocked-out our tanks , and seised 

-><*»+, Launcha* platform. ApproximatelyfiO p r i soners of war were taken. XI 
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Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation - Ba t t l e for OBOEU PSOTSULA (Cont 'd . ) 

-3 June 1945 ( C o n t ' d . ) : was, apparent tha t many ITips s t i l l remained In cavea in the 
area through which' we had moved. The ba t t a l i ons sent t he i r reserve companies i n to 
^hese caves with demolitions and flame-throwers to continue mopping up and s e a l ­
ing caves which the a s sau l t troops had passed beyond. F i r s t Bat ta l ion was given 
the mission of a t t ach ing a company to the 6th Marine Division Reconnaissance Com­
pany for a pre—dawn a t t ack on S2&TAG& SHIMA on the morning of 14 June . l i eu tenan t 
Colonel L. P . Hunt, J r e , USMC, assumed command of F i r s t 3 a t t a l i o n t h i s date vice 
Lieutenant Colonel S. S. Yeaton, VSKC, re l i eved . 

14 Juh~e~I9~4"5"t The area now secured, a l l u n i t s conducted vigorous pa t ro l a c t i v i t y 
to mop up enemy remaining on ORCKIT P22JI3JSULA,, Charlie Company accompanied the 6 th 
Division Reconnaissance Company to SSHAGA SHIi'U, which i s land was captured without 
any c a s u a l t i e s . Al l enemy found on the is land were doad. Haval gunfire and a i r 
s t r i k e s previously put on t h i s i s l and were responsible for the k i l l i n g of the 
memy and the destaru.ct.ion of guns which were known to be there and which had 
i red on f r iendly troops Operating on OSOKU PSiJIUSITLA,, Lieutenant Colonel A, *.', 

?raser , U3MCR, assumed command of Third Bat ta l ion t h i s date vice Lieutenant 
Colonel 2 . A* "is/right, USMC, re l i eved , 

15-16 June 19^5: The 29th Marines continued p a t r o l l i n g and mopping up of t h i s 
-actor and a l l u n i t s reorganized and r e h a b i l i t a t e d where pos s ib l e . 

The nature of the t e r r a i n on QROKU PHLJBTSULA and the proximity 
of f r iendly troops placed great l i m i t a t i o n s on the u t i l i z a t i o n of supporting arms. 
; - r t i l le ry f i r e was ef fect ive in harass ing the enemy and preventing troops from 
concentrat ing in any one area , but was unsuccessful in destroying enemy mate r i e l 
iue to the nature of the emplacements Which the enemy had constructed. Poor 
condition of roads, lack of by-passes and the enemy's well-placed mine f i e l d s 
great ly retarded the use of tanks, 

'7-18 June 1945: Reorganization and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n continued and mopping up of thf 
P.OKU PDI'IFSULA was concluded. 

(3) The Capture of AEU SAKI PSHIHSULA, 

A prel iminary reconnaissance of the southern front of OKIHAWA wa-;'.i 
conducted preparatory to our movement south to go i n t o the l i n e s with the 4th 
Marines and continue the a t tack to seize A&t SAKI POIKT and that port ion of south I 
era QKIliAiiU which remained in the (|th Marine Division sector,, 

19 June I945: Beginning a t 0800 the 29th Marines moved by marching from OROKU 
PSUiTSULa. to new assembly area on southern f ront . Regimental command post d i sp l ay ; 
ed to .7^62 3U153M-2. The 6th Marine Division Reconnaissance Company took over seo-, 
tor on GROKCJ P3L?I1TSULA which had previously been our zone o f . ac t i on . At 1300 
^ ' i rs t Bav.talion and Second Bat ta l ion were 'ordered to move fur ther south to assembly 
area in the general v i c i n i t y of 7359 iWT (KLTlfcu<FG» .RID32). The a t tack of the 6th 
Marine Division to capture AS* SAKI PEFIITSUlA was progressing rapid ly and a t 1415 ; 

the 29th Marines were assigned a zone of act ion which vras general ly the r ight half \ 
of ' the 6th liarine Division zone of ac t ion on southern OKIIUWA and were ordered to ; 
a t tack immediately in coordination with the 4th Marines on the l e f t , With the 
f i r s t Bat ta l ion on the l e f t and the Second Bat ta l ion on the r i g h t , the a t tack 
jumped off from KTWAI&A RIDGE a t 1705. Troops moved rapid ly aga ins t l i g h t r e s i s - I 
tance and reached the KIY-iiiv-GU'SUTCU h i l l mass and t i e d in with the 4th Marines for 
the n i g h t . Zneny attempted to i n f i l t r a t e our l i n e s during the n igh t , but a l l 
at tempts were unsuccessful . 
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Chapter I I I : ? r , ; f ress of the Operation - B a t t l e for Â A. SAKI P1>5JIirSITLA (Cont 'd . ) 

?0 June 19^5,! ^ e a t t ack jumped off .with the southern coast of QKW0& as the 
objective* 'Second Bat ta l ion on the r i g h t pushed forward against l i g h t r e s i s t ance 
and a t 125^ reported themselves on the coas t . F i r s t Battalionoon the l e f t moved 
out, hut t h e i r l e f t f lank came under heavy f i r e from HILL SO in 7U56 TJifCLB. In 
t h i s sector our advance was held uo» The r e s t of our l i n e s were able to continue 
t i e a t tack along the c o a s t l i n e . Pour Landing Craft , Infantry with loud-speakers 
•oatrolled off' the southern coast of OICIFAKA and r;uoe<'lY5 in coaxing great num­
bers of c i v i l i a n s out of caves; also a l a r g e number of enemy, s o l d i e r s . In t h i s 
•oush, 235 of the enemy were k i l l e d and 92 p r i soners taken. _ flame-thrower tanks 
were -oart icular ly Useful in burning out the town of EIYAMtf'and the heavy growth , 
along the southern coas t . Due to the temporary stalemate'around RILL SO, the 
6th Marine Division decided to envelope tha t sector from the l e f t and the 29th 
Marines were ordered to extend i t s zone to take in the ARA SATTI P^IFSULA-and 
the point extending into jk^k ABL1*, $.W!'?t CHARLI* and DOG. During the night ' 
many Jap so ld ie r s were cantured attempting to i n f i l t r a t e our l i n e s to go nor th . 

gl June 19^5! The.?ath Marines at tacked with two (bat tal ions abreast and wished 
on to capture ARA SAKI P3SJI1TSCLA. Our troops reached the coast by 1200 In 7555 
EBTG and PETER, 7^55 TARB, YOKE, and 7U5U JCBLT; BAOR, CHARLIE and DOG. George 
Company, 22d Marines, at tached to F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , aided the a t t ack and planted 
the Colors on the southernmost p a r t of OKINAWA. Large numbers of enemy personnel , 
both c iv i l i an and s o l d i e r s , were known to be in the caves which locked seaward 
from the southernrcoast of OKINAWA. Our troops were able to clear the r idge 
above these caves, but the t e r r a i n below was inaccess ib le . 

With the seizure of the southernmost -oortion, the i s l and was declared 
secured at 1305- Landing Craft , Infantry continued to -natrol off the coast and 
coaxed out grea t numbers of F ips and c i v i l i a n s . 33^ p r i soners were taken, 3&*1 F ip ' 
k i l l ed as we pushed to the south. Landing Vehicles, Tracked proved to be of g rea t 
value as they worked with the Landing Craf t , In fan t ry i in removal of c i v i l i a n s and 
Jao soldiers from the inaccess ib le caves on the southern coast . Landing Vehicles, 
Tracked (Amphibious) provided excel lent fi.re sup-oort against these same caves 
throughout the per iod of mooning up. ( .,' 

(U) Arroendices: 

MTDIOAL: 

(A) Ashore - Assault . 

When iA combat, b a t t a l i o n a id s t a t ions and regimental aid s t a t i o n were 
set UT) in the ba t t a l i on and regimental command pos t s "close to the na tu ra l l i n e s 
of d r i f t . Camouflage and cover were u t i l i z e d on every occasion. Casual t ies were 
evacuated by l i t t e r and l i t t e r - b e a r e r s from the front l i n e s to the b a t t a l i o n aid 
s ta t ions ; from there the p a t i e n t s were ca r r i ed out by -jeep ambulances to the regis-
mental aid s t a t i o n . Casual t ies were t ransfer red from regimenttto medical company 
sunnorting our regiment. For several days, tdue to impassable roads caused by heav 
r a in s , ca sua l t i e s were evacuated by Landing" Craft , Vehicle to a hoso i t a l ship. 

-(3) P ro tec t ive Measures Taken. 

Battalion aid s t a t i ons ^nd regimental aid s t a t ion were located within the 
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Chapter I I I : Progress of tho Opfir***** ~ Arr^zxAio** /Con t ' d . ) 

tfTOieiL (Cont 'd . ) ! 

perimeter defense of the "battaLion and regimental command -posts an^ the cornsnen 
attached, to thr "b*tt*>llon and regimental aid s t a t i o n s were also used as -perimeter 
defense immediately around the aid s t a t i o n . 'Whenever pos s ib l e , concrete tombs, 
defiladed p o s i t i o n s and na tura l f o l i a r were u t i l i z e d for concealm<->nt and cover, 
blackout precaut ions were -practiced. 

(C) h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n . 

£ All c a sua l t i e s were removed to the r ea r as soon as they were in condition 
to he moved and admitted to medical companies HUn^ortinff the reaimont. This hos-
•ol ta l iza t ion was adequate. ""Vacuation was car r ied out as referred to ahove. 

-
(D) Casualt ies Treated. 

F i r s t Ba t ta l ion 
Second Bat ta l ion 
Third Bat ta l ion 
Headcmarters & Service Germany 
Weapons Gorapany 

f u n d e d 

10+7 
U6̂  
•>!£ 
14 

8 

ITilled 

56 
129 
lUR 

3 
12 

(*) Sanitation. 

Sani ta t ion was adequate and for the most p a r t under "battle condit ions, 
well executed. Food and water were adequate. The command post area was sprayed 
with UDT spray from the a i r and hy hand sprayers, p re fabr ica ted heads were set 
ur> «nd cared for d a i l y . When the gal ley was set up for fending the men, adequate 
f a c i l i t i e s were a t hand for washing the mess gear . All hurnahlo waste was "burned 
and the r e s t "buried. 

(P) Disposal of Our Uead. 

Turned over to S-l who turned them over to Division Graves Reg i s t ra t ion . 
""hemy dead were hurled on the snot. As a sani tary precaut ion, hodies wore r e ­
moved as soon as pos s ib l e . 

(G) ""Vjidemlcs or unusual d iseases In troo-os. 

A f a i r numher of three or four-day fevers were noted accompanied hy 
generalized aching, general malaise, and headache. This was adequately controlled. 
"by systematic therapy and "bed r e s t . Wo complications nor sub sequent *^$4 e f fec t s 
noted. I t was not -possible to ohtain speci f ic d iagnosis . 

There w°s also noted, a f a i r -percentage of g a s t r o ~ e n t e r i t i s accompanied 
hy n l l d abdominal cramps and loose watery d ia r rhea , some with and some without 
d iar rhea . These were successfully t r ea ted without i l l e f fec ts or complications. 
Csual duration of the disease extended from three to s ix days. Specif ic e t iology 
was not determined. 
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Char* t,er I T I I Progress of the Ovrafcion - Ao^endicos (Cont 'd . ) 

M̂ OTCAL ("Cont'd.) 

(&) i^ idenics or unusual disease in troons (Cont 'd . ) 

Dental services rjorforrmd by Regimental Dent i s t consisted of temporary 
f i l l i n g s and ex t r ac t ions . Fun'bor of cases t rea ted - 165. Tyoe of cases - f i l l i n g 
and ex t r ac t ions . Additional d u t i r s of tho Brgimrntal Dent is t : Tvacuation o f f i ce r , 
LisAison «nd Assis tant to Regimental Surgeon, Forward reconnaissance durine move­
ment of aid s t a t ion . 

(ft) Care of C iv i l i ans . 

Number of cases t rea ted - JO. F i r s t aid was driven to c i v i l i a n s tha t 
massed through the Regimental Aid Stat ion and evacuated to the neares t Civ i l ! 
Government Hospi ta l . 

( I ) Pr i soners of War. 

C«re of: Fone. 

( j ) Medical Personnel . 

They were considered adequate. 

(F) Losses and t?enlacemrnts. 

Cornsnen lo s ses in the regiment were U9. Replacement of cornsraen were 
slow. Spec ia l t i e s needed - none. 

( l ) Medical Sunnlios. 

The ba t t a l i on aid s t a t i ons car r ied a five-day sun-oly of medieal suonlieg, 
they were rosurvolied by the Regimental Aid Sta t ion. The Regimental Aid Stat ion 
reauisi t ionod s u m l i o s for tho regiment from the Division Medical Store Room and 
Medical Conn any. 

(M) F ie ld Medical Sjufoiaent, 

Only thj-t nor t ioh of f i e l d medical equltment was car r ied th*.t could be 
easi ly ca r r i ed , p i l f e rage and losses - none. 

(F) Motor Vehicles and Rolling Stock. 

Fach b a t t a l i o n was allowed one j*"** afe&ulanco and in the regiment, two 
J pep ambulances. During combat, "four ambiances were drawn from the Medical 

- t t a l i o n " , pooled a t Regimental Aid Station and sent to each b a t t a l i o n u-oon reques 
to evacuate c a sua l t i e s . 

Because of the fac t tha t our anbulances were worn out and not in good 
turning condition which resu l ted in freouent breakdowns, and because of the heavy 
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lhanter I I I : Progress of the Operations - Awnidices (Cont*d») 

M^IQAt (Cont 'd.) . . : . " ' • " 

. (F) Motor Vehicles *nd ^o i l ing Stock (Cont 'd . ) 

load of Casual t ies during the GVC%U P'WSUtiA -phage of the opera t ion, we ca l led 
uoon the Ho&ical Ba t ta l ion for addi t ional t ransporta t ion* This wag sun-oliod 'by 
the Medical Bat ta l ion who gave us four addi t ional jeep ambulances. These wore 
returned upon c a l l from the Medical Ba t ta l ion when our casual ty load was l igh tened . 

•. Whenever a b a t t a l i o n moved forward, the joe-ps wero combat-loaded which 
made then) use less for evacuation durinc the move. I t i s impossible to carry a l l 
^he b a t t l e supplies of a b a t t a l i o n and regimental aid s ta t ion and i t i s recom»ende| 
hat t r a i l e r s he furnished for each joe-: ambulance. 

One araublance joeo ner b a t t a l i o n i s deemed inadequate, when b a t t a l i o n s a,rr 
JoiamiHfld in a s s a u l t . I t i s therefore deemed advisable to ha.Ve two addi t ional 
?nr, sjakulances -provided for the Pogimental Surgeon to d i spa tch 'add i t iona l ambulanc 

' . c t l i t l e s where and whan needed. 

(o) Malarial and ""oldomic Control ?HiuiT>ment,an& Suprdies. 

Malarial Control was inadequate because of an insuf f ic ien t amount of DDT 
•roray and mechanical sprayers . - - • ' ! 

SUPPLY ASP LOGISTICS: 

On 9 May 19^5f the regiment was ordered to leave D?PAGAWA and move to 
n assembly area at MA'CFIFATO and be -prepared to continue the o-ooration to .the 

3outh. The movement was.accoumllshed by motor t r anspor ta t ion , but due to Insuff i ­
cient number of t rucks , the movement took twelve hours . Inclement.weather and 
mddy roads were riart ly responsible for the delay. All tro6-os were furnished one 
days Kinc r a t i ons for the movement. Wfo r t s were made to resuoroly the regiment 
«rith "JS2 equipment <*x.fi c lothing before the cogiaent"Was committed to ac t ion . 'Sen 
oa£;g belonging to o«.ch u n i t were hauled from the If AGO -durro and t/ere d i s t r i bu t ed . 
A iter cent ago of clothing to include shoes was drawn from Division Quartermaster 
and was issued. When the regiment was f i n a l l y committed on 13 May, a l l men had 
eitheiCloa.n c lothes from sea bags, new clothes uhat were issued to them or c lothes 
tha t were washed by the Division Laundry PIatoan .which 'was functioning a t tha t 
Mme. There was no -part icular s t r a in on ftautnir-ent with the exception of cer ta in 
items of '/8>2 equinmont namely, ••nonchoS, she l te r halves and Browning Automatic 
* i f l e b e l t s . 

All types of ammunition were avai lable with the exception of TTaD&ln. 
I t was necessary to obtain Fwalm from MAG 31) ^« S, Marine Corns Aviation. They 
contr ibuted £00 gal lons to t h i s regiment. Fuels of a l l tyneg were -plent i ful . 
•fater was furnished in enough quant i ty to have showers in the b a t t a l i o n axeas. On 
13 May, the regiment wag committed to ac t ion . One of the most ferocious b a t t l e s 
that t h i s regiment ever -oartici-oated in then developed. The i n t ens i t y of the 
a t t l e can be measured -par t icular ly well from the surroly angle, During the r>ori< 

13 to 19 May, sun^ly was oxtronely d i f f i c u l t . All sun-oly l i n e s forward were undri 
-nai l arms, mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e . All sumly l i n e s were congested and in bad 
otate of r e p a i r . Casualt ies among quartermaster nersonnel were high. XfJI^ns and 
ammunition were expended at t e r r i f i c r a t e s . 
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Chanter I I I : Progress ef the Onerations - Armondicos (Cont 'd . ) 

SUPPLY ATO LOOISTIOS (Cont 'd . ) 

Weapons: Thr Third Ordnance Platoon, Ordnance Cormany, serviced and 
reolacod scrjnroxinatoly 1,000 woaoons of a l l tyries. Hortar sect ions and platoons 
were using ammunition in such la rge ouan t i t i e s that in the f i r s t three days of 
action, a l l mortars x-rere in had shano. Ahout f ive Sinn mortar tubes were burned 
out «id the r e s t near burned out . All 6̂ mm mortars had tubes near the survey -ooin4 

Division Ordnance renl^ced three of the 60mm mortars . Thorny a r t i l l e r y qnd mortar 
f i r e destroyed one 81mm mortar and one 60mm mortar sec t ion . Seven M-U sights were 
destroyed hy enemy f i r©. Due to the la rge amount of casua l t i e s t h i s regiment coulr" 
not account for hnn carbines, f>02 K-l r i f l e s , 133 ^rnwnine: Automatic P i f l e s , 12 
rocket launcheus *ad some l l / th t machine euns and •o is to ls . However, regimental 
salvage p a r t i e s on maneuvering through the areas soon made uo a grea t amount of 
the shortages. In general , thr weaoon-situation cleared i t s e l f u-o in the followin 
vroeks when the Division Ordnance Company found i t s e l f over on wea-nons of a l l tynes. 

Individual ^buinnent: 7&2 equinmant showed lare-o shortages, from the 
b a t t l e f i e l d over 2,000 rionchos, 1,800 she l t e r halves were reported l o s t . However, 
salvage p a r t i e s recovered eventually an* excess of these f igures makinc ho t t e r thar 
100^ recovery. Canteens, ca r t r idge >plfe, helmets n n l r t e , mess gear , e t c . , cover­
ed the en t i r e area. I t required more than two weeks for salvage p a r t i e s to comh 
the area. This was mainly due to the l a rge number of ca sua l t i e s suffered in t h i s 
area. 

Ammunition: Ammunition was surnliod f reely hy Divis ion. I t was used 
so fas t tha t at times no records were ava i l ab le . Towards the 17th of May, Slmm 
mortar l i g h t was rat ioned as was 60ram mortar i l lumina t ing . I t i s safe to say tha t 
aboutl(f,000 rounds of glmm l igh t was used during 13-19 May* Slmm heavy about 
3,000 rounds and 60 mm mortar ahout 30,000 rounds. When ammunition was c r i t i c a l , 
neighboring u n i t s , Uth and 22d Marines, surwlird l imi ted amounts. Small arms 
ammunition w°s used f r ee ly . Hand grenades were used to the general amount of 
75,000 rounds. All ammunition expenditures were heavy. 

Pa t ions : King and Charlie r a t i ons were in abundance. At no time did 
any man miss a meal or have insuf f ic ien t water. IPivc ga l lon water cans f i l l e d fror 
t r a i l e r s wore used to suonly front l i n e t roops. 

Tehicles : All vehicles held uo wel l . Many l/ i j- ton k x k t rucks had real 
ends and clutches ronlaced. This was not exceptional because at extremely muddy a 
deep-rutted roads . 1-ton U x U cargo trucks were in the same category. Land mine 
accounted for thr«-o of these veh ic l e s . M29C weasels served well in the mud, but 
a l l eventually broke down due to continuous use in wallawing mud. l / ^ - t o n 2-wheol 
oargo t r a i l e r s held un unusually wel l . 

""fvacuation: evacuation was a sa lute to a l l hands. J e m s , ambulances, 
t r a i l e r s , 6 x 6Tcargo trucks and am-nhibious t r a c t o r s a l l clayed an important r o l e . 
ArnnhiMous t r a c t o r s served exceptionally well from froat l i n e u n i t s to b a t t a l i o n 
~ick bays. They wore not vulnerable to sniper f i r e . 
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" SQpyiY AFP LOftisTIOS (Cont 'd , ) 

When the regiment was re l i eved on the l*9th of M*y, suotilioa wore s t i l l 
ava i lab le In ouan t i ty . Weaoons wore reaching the c r i t i c a l s tage, hut at no time 
were wo short of thorn. In general , every itora reauestod frot} Divis ion was a v a i l -
able to u s , some in small amounts. -

' The regiment res ted from 19 u n t i l 27 May. During t h i s time, the regimen* 
was again resurmlied and'equlrmed,' $few replacements 'brought t h e i r own eauiiment' 
which helped us no end. laundry f a c i l i t i e s were aeain used and salvage was ca l l ed 
uoon' to su-rvoly a few items of eaui-oment, ?rom the 28th of May to 3rd <">* June, the 
regiment was again committed to ac t ion . 

On June ^4-th, the regiment "nartteiriated in an aranhibious landing on 0WK8 
P^FSOLA. Amphibious t r a c t o r s were used to f e r r y men and t oml t e j i . All troons 
were across* by evening of k June and a l l suo-->li-es by 5 June. • Only mortar f i r e 
was received during the landing. JVora k June, to lU June, a l l s u m l i e s were normal. 
81mm mortar l i g h t ammunition and 6omra raor.tar i l luminat ing she l l s were c r i t i c a l , M 
The regiment. being' rationed, again on these items, 

.?hgineerlng{ Surmlies were hauled on f a i r l y good roads. However, the 
area was heavi ly mined and i t required about four <*.-.ys to check the road ne t s 
coraoletely. Bridges to the i s land were constructed and when'finished were used 
for su-mlies in l i e u of armhtbious t r a c t o r s which were used continuously* 

Water; v Tor the f i r s t "[2 hours aftfir landing .on 01?OKU • P"*T<fIFSTttA, water : I 
was c r i t i c a l "but by using t r a c t o r s and f ive gal lon water cans no nan was without 
two canteens of wa te r .da l ly . , 

' • ?!hracuatioh} tfntil "bridges were completed a l l evacuation was "by racrnhiM-? 
ous t r a c t o r s which we're,in su f f i c ien t number to f i l l our needs. The evening of 
5 June saw evacuation by road and bridge, although under . a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 

Woanons: Very few weanons wore l o s t due .to l i g h t c a s u a l t i e s . The." 
amounts were too small to consider. 

Ammunitions All tynes" were suf f ic ien t to f i l l our needs. 

.. .The regiment gained I t s ob jec t ive on 1^-June and resun-OLy and ecui-ming 
went on again as usual . . Because of the "battle not "being too in tense , very small 
amounts of 782 equipment were l o s t or destroyed. Hew clothing was reau is i t ionod H 
small.amounts and were issued nn r eaues t . 

On 17 June, the regiment was committed, to'-the southern end of OKINAWA. 
Thoro was no undue s t r a i n on surroly. .Trom 17 to; 21 June the rogiment bought in 
the. south. I t i s interest ing."to no te tha t "by t h i s time a l l Quartermasters and 
b a t t a l i o n ty's were used to solving most of t h e i r own problems. Survolies were 
furnished when requested. In conclusion, as the var ious b a t t l e s were fought, the jj 
b a t t a l i o n s became ba t t l e -wi se and by the time the regiment reached southern 
OKINAWA the Regimental ^ did not rece ive any numerous oomolaints from the lower 
u n i t s . On the 21st of June, the i s l and Was declared secured and a l l problems on 
suwly and evacuation general ly were at an end.-
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Cantor I I I . Progress of the Operations - Artnendicps (Cont 'd . ) 

PUBLIC P^LATIOFS 

A t o t a l of 25 s t o r i e s concerning the ?qth Marines, Reinforced, were 
writ ten by Marine Corns correspondents during the southern OKIFA'tfA camnaign. The 
three Marine Corns corresnondents in addi t ion to wr i t ing s t o r i e s , kont c i v i l i an 
corresnondents aftd radiomen sunnlied with information concerning the 29th Marines. 
Civil ian corresnondents were conducted to 29th "Sediment areas 'by the Marine Corns 
corresnondents attached to the regiment. Third Armhibious Corns Publ ic de la t ions 
which d i s t r i b u t e s b a t t l e information to c i v i l i a n corresnondents aboard the command 
shin, was given a da i ly renor t of the 29th Marines n roe re s s . 

d. Chanter IT; ^hemy Tactics 

Ba t t l e for FAHA: The enemy's defense in the regimental zone of act ion 
durine the per iod lU to 19 May was character ized by the excellent t a c t i c a l use mad-
of the t e r r a i n , and the number of troons that the enesysaw f i t to commit to deny 
h is western f lank. The enemy defense was centered in caves on SWA0 10A? RILL i n 
7^72 GWMW and on the neighboring r i dges . Fatraral avenues of annroach were cover­
ed by mines, an t i - t ank weanons, and nrenared concentrat ions of sun-iortinc weanons. 
The enemy defended forward slones u n t i l they were no longer tenable , and then 
r e t i r ed to a l t e r n a t e nos i t i ons on the reverse slones from which he denied ug n o s -
session of the high ground by constant mortar and grenade f i r e and by well-organizr 
counterat tacks. The enemy's choice and organizat ion of the t e r r a i n which nrovided 
him with a se r i e s of mutually surmorting h i l l ma?ses tha t were v i r t u a l l y fo r t r e s ses 
and h is wi l l ingness to commit t a c t i c a l reserves to b o l s t e r denleted u n i t s in the 
l ine rendered the t e r r a i n in Question almost impregnable. Th^ enemy's defense was 
not nroperly speaking"a f l u id defense in denth, but r a the r a r i g i d accurate defense 
anchored on commanding ground, which was constantly bo ls te red by the committment of 
fresh t roons . Fot only was the l oca l t e r r a i n admirably chosen and organized, but 
the enemy was afforded excel lent f i e l d s of f i r e and observation over the e n t i r e 
regimental zone of act ion from the higher eround in the v i c i n i t y of SHUPI CASTLTC. 
With comnlete reduction of SUGAF LOAF HILL and the neighboring peaks in 767? EIFO, 
IT"8!! and JIG, the enemy defense on h i s western, l e f t f lank, crumbled, and only 
scattered onnosition from small delaying act ions was encountered in the occunation 
of FAHA nroner . The enemy's use of d i r e c t f i r e a r t i l l e r y was s ingular ly e f fec­
t ive , n a r t i c u l a r l y because of t h e i r n o s i t i o n s in caves which rendered counterbat ter 
f i r e only tornnorarily e f f ec t ive . 

B a t t l e -"or OHOEtT PTTOTStJLA: 0P0KCT P^LFSULA was: defended b;,' from 2000 
to 3500 naval troons who were under orders to delay ^s much as noss ib le our advanc 
down towards ITPKAF by deta ining a majority of our forces in a stubbo"1 defense of 
the hich around north and east of the FAHA £lTWZvUb. The enemy defense was hinged 
unon the l a r g e number of sunnlementary nos i t ions ava i lab le to him, and unon h i s 
•oossession of a l a rge number of automatic weanons of a l l ca l ibe r s which were e i tho 
strinned from grounded a i r c r a f t or converted from a n t i - a i r c r a f t u se . Some u n i t s 
were armed with these weanons to such an extent tha t a machine gun was avai lable 
to every three men. As in the defense of SCGA?. LOAF, the enemy held the commanding 
ground, and the t e r r a i n was so organized as to r e n ' e r individual h i l l masses mutual 
J-y 6Unnorting. In order to advance i t was, necessary to move forward d i r ec t f i f e 
weanons over d i f f i c u l t t e r r a in where a l l na tura l avenues of annroach were mined 
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Chapter IVJ Snemy Tac t ics (Cont 'd . ) 

extensively. , . Once the enemy*s high proportion of automatic sanncn and machine 
guns were sealed by our f i r e , the enemy's defense crumbled rap id ly . The eneny 
made use o'f rockets which proved l a rge ly inef fec t ive and a l so used white phosphor 
ous which served to disorganize our a t t acks in several in s t ances . The f ina l nop~ ; 

up occurred when the enemy was driven from h i s h i l l pos i t ions i n t o the low ground;] 
next to the estuary where la rge numbers of h i s t roops were destroyed, taJcen 
pr i soner , or committed su ic ide , 

.Ba t t l e for A3A S..KI FHIIiTStfLA; The defense of the southern t i p of" 
OKIHAWA and ABA SAKI PSITIHSULA was s ingular in i t s absence of a r t i l l e r y and heavy:* 
mortar f i r e , iTor the most p a r t , enemy res i tance consis ted of sca t te red groups 
of riflemen and machine-gun emplacements on the successive r idge l i n e s , AS the 
a t t ack progressed, r e s i s t ance became increas ingly sporadic and disorganized, Onl-
the unwill ingness of the individual , so ld ie r to give up made the moppxng. up a slow 
and arduous task . The enemy lo s t an excel lent opportunity, l a rge ly because of 
our rapid advance, to defend the ground 'neax the southern t i p of the i s l and , The'i 
successive p a r a l l e l r idge l i n e s with the low f l a t • in t e rven ing va l l eys offering 
l i t t l e cover or. concealment made t h i s t e r ra in e a s i l y defens ib le . 

Chapter V; Estimated Resul ts i of Operat ions. 

(1) Area Secured - Approximately &»5 square mi l e s . 

(2) Snemy casua l t i e s : 
(a) Kil led . f , . . , 3966 counted ( l t e a y ^ 

2772 estimated ( thru 26junU5, 

(b) Captured•; . .... . , 1127 . 

(c) Estimated sealed ' ..,,-• 
in cave s . . . , • 806 

(3) Operational mater ia l damage to enemyi 

76 Light ilachine (Suns 
IS.Heavy Up chine Guns 
Zk 20mm Gune . - . . - . 
3S Knee 'liortars 

k Slant* Kortare 
k ^7mm'.mti-,Tank Guns < 
2.37ran AntirTank Guns 
1 ./Com A r t i l l e r y Piece 
k 90am . . c r t a r s 

(k) Own Losses: 

2 . 75r.tn A r t i l l e r y p i e c e s , 
3 llOmm Guns,. 
5 Lewis Machine Guns 
1 50nm II or t a r 
2 Spigot ITortar-s • 
2 Hocket Launchers' 
1 S-ineh' Ifayal Gun 
k. »51 Caliber Machine Gurs 
1 . 5~inch llaval Gun. 

(a) Ki l led in ac t ion & died of wounds 23 off icers ^35 en l i s t ed 
TOTAL - 1+5S, 

(b) Wounded in action .................... 5& officers 15l6 enlisted'' 
IOTAL- '157U. / 

(c) h i s s i n g in ac t ion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , , . 0 off icers 6 en l i s t ed 
TOTAL - 6 
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Chanter VI: Comments and Recommendations. 

f, Chanter 71 : Comments and -econmondationa. 

(1) Throughout the OTUWtA operation the efficiency of the section 
has heen ser iously irmaired "because of ';ho lack of necessary efluinment for rnnrodur-
t ion, records, f i l e s , e t c . This shortage of ecminnent r e s u l t s from insuf f i c i en t 
organic t r a n s p o r t uion. I t i s recommended that the S-2/S-3 Sections :.ave a 1-ton, 
UxU truck with 1-ton t r a i l e r for t ranspor t ing necessary o-oerating gear . In add i ­
tion i t i s "believed tha t both the S-2 and S-j! Sections should "both have one l /U-
ton, W+, truck and one t r a i l e r , l / l l - ton , k^4. 

(2) I t i s suggested tha t the allowance for t r a in ing ammunition for 
the t ra in ing of r i f l e grenadiers he increased to at l e a s t 15 rounds ner grenadier , 
^nd/or allowance of grenades, r i f l e , fragmentation, !*-17» he increased to a 
-oronortion grea te r than piiay other type. 

(3) I t i s also recommended that the t r a in ing allowance for ?- 36" 
•sockets he increased considerately in order to lmorove the accuracy of the users 
of the Launcher, rocket , 2-36". I t i s fur ther recommended that the rocket , white 
nhosnorous, ?-36" he issued for comhat u se . 
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AFNBX A3LE TO TWENTY-NINTH MARINES SPECIAL ACTION REPORT? 
"* OKINAWA OPERASIOF PHASE I I I 

a. Qhapte- General 

The -purpose of t h i s renort i s to present in 'brief, c l e a r terms a nar­
rat ive of the a c t i v i t i e s of the F i r s t Bat ta l ion during Phase I I I of the OKINAWA 
c-oeration with p a r t i c u l a r reference to the b a t t l e s for FAEA, OROKU FENIFSTILA and 
the canture of ARA SAKI PENINSULA. 

Included also within thiis renort are t h e comments and recommendations 
of the b a t t a l i o n ' s s taf f sect ions on t h i s r>hase of the operation beginning with 
the d isplacement south from DERA&AWA and ending with the cessa t ion of organized 
enemy res i s tance on ARA SAKI PENINSULA. 

b« Chaptar I I ; Task Organization. 

The F i r s t Bat ta l ion on 2 May, 1 9 ^ 5 consis ted of 35 Marine o f f i c e r s , 
1 Commissioned Warrant Officer, gSS Marine Enl i s ted , 2 Navy Off icers , and 39Navy 
Enlisted, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Jean W, Moreau, U. S. Marine Corps. 

During Phase I I I of the OKINAWA Operation the f i r s t Bat ta l ion had a 
normal number of attachments from elements of the 6th Marine Division including 
the following: , 

6th Tank Bat ta l ion 
6th JASCO ( A r t i l l e r y and Naval Gunfire Liaison Officers and For­

ward Observers) 
6th Engineer Bat ta l ion 
Regimental Weapons Co, 29th Marines. 
15th Marines 
91st Ohemical Mortar Company (5<?P)(USA) 

c. Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation, 

(1) The Ba t t l e for NAEA. 

2 Kay I °M; The F i r e t Ba t ta l ion was ordered to cease p a t r o l l i n g i t s assigned 
sector of M0T03TJ PENINSULA and to proceed to EETBAGAWA and occupy a bivouac area 
at 7289 ITEM and HOW. This -position was occupied u n t i l 9 May, during which per iod 
""tailed prepara t ions were made for the operation to the South. 

3. May lqU^i The F i r s t Ba t t a l ion was ordered to move to the v i c i n i t y of MA'T-IFATO 
alRFIELD. The b a t t a l i o n entrucked a t 1^30 and a r r ived a t 1700. A coast defense wa 
set up extending from 7777 KINGwl to 7676 3AKSR-3, ty ing in with the 22a Marines on 
*^5 l e f t and the Second Bat ta l ion on the r i gh t . This pos i t i on was extended l e f t to 
7:>7b YOKE-3 on 10 May. A bridge guard, cons is t ing of the Third Platoon of Able Com 
a l th ' WGS m a i n t a i n e d during t h i s -period at 7575 0302-1. No enemy a c t i v i t y occurred 
although the ba t t a l i on was a l e r t ed several t imes. Some enemy a r t i l l e r y f i r e vras 
received in t h i s area. 

r--Ljpy 19UEJ. gjjjg Jij-gt Bat ta l ion was ordered to proceed to an advance bivouac are: 
^hind the 22d Marines a t 767U BAKER, CHARLIE and BOG. Long-range a r t i l l e r y f i r e 

was received in t h i s area. 
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'haoter I I I ; Brogmss of the feneration - B a t t l e for JTAHA (Cont 'd . ) 

' ̂  May igU^t The b a t t a l i o n ontored tho : l i n n s and Able Conn«ny was committed at 
"F73 ^TÂ T and O*"0̂  with the Third Bat ta l ion on. tho r i g h t and the F i r s t Marine 
i v i s inn on tho l e f t . Considerable r e s i s t ance wis encountered on tho l o f t of tho 
iv is ion zone, 

.̂ 5 flji-y 19^5: Charlie Cormany continued thV a t tack , -oassing through Able Comoany, 
n<t with one nlatoon cleaned out the -oocket in T&73 nW which had boon holding the 
\dvance of How Coranany, Third Ba t t a l i on , Simultaneously the othor -ol»toon of Charl 
joranany advanced ngainst vory gtronc omos i t i on and reached I t s . o b j o e t i v e r idge 
t.t 7673 YOE?!. This com-oany roceived heavy mortar f i r e and hand grenades fr".: tho 
reverse slop© of t h i s r i dge . This •nosition wis hold for thr n ich t vrith Able Com-nan 
*syi:ag In on the r i gh t with the Third Bat ta l ion and Bakor Conway n ro toc t ing tho 
ba t t a l ion l e f t f lank extnnding back fron the l e f t f lank of Charlie Coranqny to the 
f i r s t Marine Division l i n n s . 

16 Kay %$Ufjj 'One -nlatoon of Baker Cormany suonorted by tanks naasod through $ho 
u>:.• "cTJiient, of the b a t t a l i o n l i n e tn a t tack fron the west, tho forward slorjo of 

,ho r idge occunird by Charlie Company. Tho remaining two nlatoone of Baker Cono^ny 
e r e to -wish across the r e l a t i v e l y oT>er. Valley to the front and a r ize the next high 
round,, l a t e r ca l l ed CT) ŜC*W'T HILL. Tho -nlatoon surmorted by tanks received such m 
ovastat ing f i r e fron snai l arms,, a r t i l l e r y , Mortars and an t i - t ank weapons when 
hey moved out of def i lade tha t they were forced to withdraw as did the tanks . Thl 
-ado i t ionoss ib le for Charlie Company to advance over the c re s t of the r idge , and 
->r the remainder of Baker Cormany to advance. The l i n e s for thn ni«?ht remained 
1 t ua l l y the same a f t e r some adjustnont and roorganizat ion. At lUoo t h i s da te , 
\o Bat ta l ion Commander, Lieutenant Colonel W°yW was wounded and h i s n lace was 
i.lled by Major jmjvpyQ of the Second Ba t t a l ion . 

• 7 Hay 19^-5: Able Company, again surmortod by tanks, attackod from tho. west, 
>ushing l a t e r a l l y across tho forward slo-ne of tho r idge occuoied by Charlie Comof,ny 
'.'he enemy -onsitions had been somewhat weakened, and by diroct f i r e from the tanks 
'5nm guns and machino guns along with demolitions used on cavoa and trench no si 
• ions , Charlio Cormany was able to go over the ton of tho r idge <>nd to socure viio 
round to the immediate f ron t . After t h i s ground was securod, Able Com-oany swm1 
-.;ross tho -valley to the reverse slox>e of CTSifNT HILL. This r idge was organize/ 

oractical. ly tho s°n© as tho other with trench and cave eysteras on tho forward 
slbne. Cur troons on t h i s revorso slo-ne worn oxoosod to d i rec t f i r e frnm the 
v i c i n i t y of S0OAP LOAF HILL, tho high ground around S'tTRI to the east and from 
thoi r l e f t r e a r . In attempting tn bu i ld un a l i n e in t h i s -nosition suuh heavy 
casua l t i e s r e su l t ed tha t the elomonts of Able uorat>»ny who h"d fought t ho i r Vay 
ui) had to withdraw to a defiladed a rea . Baker 'Jomoany w«s not 'a.blo t o . f i l l into 
the l e f t , a s nlanned. Under hoavy mortar and in te rmi t t en t a r t i l l e r y f i r e in 
addit ion to-m*chine gun and r i f l e f i r e , i t wag bare ly -oossible to bu i ld uo l i n o s 
for the night some 150 yards forward of Jucm-off -oosition. 

18 Hay I9U5: Tho day was soent in reorganizing the ground held and in chif t ing 
vf personnel to roorganize tho sounds and -ola/coons in tho comoanios, ' Intermit tent 
to heavy enemy a r t i l l e r y f i r e - f e l l in tho ba t t a l i on sector a l l day. 
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Ch*wtfir I I I : Prn 'T. S g 0 f the Oneration - Ba t t l e for FAHA (Cont'd*) 

12 May I9U5: A r e l i e f of the l i ne s was effected with elements of the Second 
r r t t a l i o n , Uth Marines taking over t h i s b a t t a l i o n ' s sector , fhe nlan was to r e ­
l ieve individual platoons a l t e rna t e ly from l e f t to r i g h t , t h i s movement to he cover 
rd by smoke. Connany executive o f f i c e r s were ca l led to the b a t t a l i o n command nos t 
t.n guide annronriate elements into n o s i t l o n . When the r e l i e f was completed, the b«> 
t lion marched to a beach defense p o s i t i o n , order of march; He^dauarters Oomnany, 
Charlie, Baker and Able Connanies. Beach area extended from 7^77 ^ASY north to 
7??7g LOVE. 

?Q-21-22-23-2U May 19^5: During t h i s meriod the b a t t a l i o n was nccunled with t h i s 
beach defense mission and assignment of renlacements to the comioanies. 

?5 May 1QU5: Orders were received for the b a t t a l i o n to move by marching to an 
assembly area in rear of elements of the Uth Marines to be attached as reserve ' 
ba t ta l ion . Pos i t ions nreviously f i l l e d by elements of Uth Marines were occupied' 
in 757? 'pO<V"R, LOT", TAB1*1, and SITGAP with Charlie Comnany on r i gh t and Able Germany 
on l e f t . Baker Company in reserve was in 757r> FAF. In t e rmi t t en t a r t i l l e r y f i r e w« 
received during the day and n igh t . 

26-27 May I9U5: These pos i t ions were held with no committment of auy troo-ns other 
than 1 nlatoon of Baker Comnany sent to euard a Bailey br idge at 7572 YCO", and 
one nl n toon of Able Comnany reinforced 3ft»sy Comnany, Second Ba t t a l ion , Uth Marines. 

28 May 19U5: Orders were received to -0099 through Second Ba t ta l ion , Uth Marines, 
and to seize l i n e 7U7I (PM"«!R-U 0B0?-U-3 BO&m-5-5-2 SCG-AR-1-2 TAK*-l-2) 7571 
(EIFG-3 GWG^-U BDW-l), by n ivot ing act ion from the west holding our l e f t f lank 
in -position. Charlie Comnany on the r i gh t advanced 250 yards as Able Cormany n ivo-
ted on the l e f t . "Ibavy small arms f i r e was encountered as well as ansa mortar 
and a r t i l l e r y f i r o . Baker Connany moved un in reserve to nos i t i ons held-nreviously 
by Able and Charlie Companies. A n a t r o l was cent out by Charlie Company to contact 
elements of 22d Marines who were across the canal in FAHA town. Only v i s i b l e 
contact "as made with 22d Marines on the r igh t a f t e r dark, and before t h i s with the 
i'hird Bat ta l ion on l e f t . Lieutenant Colonel S. S. Y^ATOF, TJSMC, took command on 
the ba t t a l ion at. l600 t h i s da te . 

p-> May 19U5_: With Charl ie Comnany on r i g h t and Able Goran any on l e f t , at tacked by 
a nivoting movement across front held to the easv to seize OBOE-HOW l i n e . The 
Second Ba t ta l ion , 22d Marines crossed the canal before dawn and Was to advance 
abreast on divis ion r igh t f lank. A slow advance over d i f f i c u l t t e r r a i n against 
strong nn in t s of r e s i s t ance from Fins in caves and tomba brought l i n e s to 7571 
(BAK*P~U~3 JOX-2-1) 7U71 TABE-U and 7571 nWS-3-5. 

30 May 19U5: The a t t ack was delayed while attemnts were, made by Division I n t e l -
gence norsonnel to get Fins in area to surrender. This being unsuccessful, the 

attack was continued, on OBÔ -HOW with Able Cormany on l e f t and 'Charl ie Cormany on 
risrht. Tho same stubborn res i s t ance was met cousin.? considerable casua l t i e s among 
assault cormani^s. Baker Comnany re l i eved Charlie Cormany on the r igh t . and e s t a b ­
lished contact with elements of ??d Marines. Charlie Comnany became reserve 
company. Trent l i n e s a t close of day were 7571 Y0Kl*-5 to VICTO'-U. 
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Chanter I I I ; progress of the Onoratlon - B a t t l e for JTAHA (Cont 'd . ) 

51 Kay 1 9 ^ ; Thp a t tack was resumed to s e i ze OBO -̂IT""?* in sona of' ac t ion, Able 
Comoany on l o f t , Baker Germany on r i g h t , *<nd against l o s s stubborn ros i s tance the'* 
l i nos were moved no "to 7670 H0»&-U I W - J LOV«WJ, 

1 Jane 19^5; The Second Bat ta l ion massed through u s . This was completed by 10̂ 40 
and the b a t t a l i o n was assembled in v i c i n i t y of .7670 ""ASSY around b a t t a l i o n command; 

'•post u n t i l the following day, 

2~3 June I9U5: The b a t t a l i o n moved to former pos i t i on in 7571 ABL*, BAT'S*, on 
2 June as regimental rese rve , and remained through 3 June. 

(2) The Battle for O-enrtl pnn^SULA. 

k June 19^5: At l 6 l 0 , the b a t t a l i o n was ordered to leave the bivouac area at 
.'7571 ABL:W, SAOT *n& 0HARLI^r and proceed to 7^73 SUGAR and embark in landing 
• Vehicles, Tracked, for irrohibious 'landing on 0~0KJ p̂ MTTSGLA. Embarkation was 
ha l ted at 1915 and elements of Headquarters Corwany remained a t 7^73 STTGAB for the] 
night.air", joined - : 

S-'&rJ June I9U5} Pertaining elements of Feadouarters Corm any Joined the r e s t of 
the b a t t a l i o n at'0f?30 5 June. Tfoon reaching 0P.0KT7 P^OTSOLA, tha b a t t a l i o n went 
into reserve pos i t ion a t 7271 P T W and 7171 TA°.*. From 5 June to 7 June, t h i s 
reserve area, was oecuoied and p a t r o l s were sent in a l l d i r ec t ions . Charlie Como* 
was a le r t ed on 7 June and T>reo«red to be attached to the Second Ba t t a l i on , but 
t h i s order was rescinded. 

g June 19fo>: Th<"> b a t t a l i o n , l e s s Able Germany, regimental reserve , moved out a t 
6700 and -nroceeded to'7369 where Charl ie Gormany entered the l i n o s In the l e f t f l* 
of the Second Bat ta l ion at 7369 (JIG-5 0B0w-5 HIVG~3 I O T M ) . Able and Baker 
Comoanies remained in ragerve behind Charlie Germany. 

9 June 19^51 Charlie Corminy re l ieved ?Hsy Germany, Second Bat ta l ion on the 0B0!**| 
JIG- BHXJ3T and continued to t i e in the l o f t f lank of the Second Ba t t a l ion with the f 
es tuary . P a t r o l s were sent out to the front toward HILL 53» Heavy a r t i l l e r y , 
mortar and machine gun f i r e was received by these -oatrols . At lUU^, Baker Company| 
was.attached to tho 'Third Ba t ta l ion . '-' 

10 June 19U5: Charlie Comoany and the 81mm Hortar pla toon wero at tached to the 
Second Ba t ta l ion and the b a t t a l i o n , l e s s Charlie Gormany, B*»ker Cormany and ?lram 
?Tortar Platoon, wa.g designated as regimrntal reserve «md returned to 7271 P ^ ^ . 
Able Corm«ny reversed to b a t t a l i o n t h i s da t e . At 1530. the b a t t a l i o n was ordered 
to r e l i e v e the Third Ba t t a l i on on the l i n e s , . At 1830 the r e l i e f was completed. 
Baker Germany rever ted to -parent control and Item Germany and the £lram Mortar 
Platoon of the Third Ba t t a l ion were attached to the b a t t a l i o n . The f- ->nt l i n e s 
extended from 73bg B,CT~5 through BAE"fc-l, ABLT-2, 7369 IPTCL"<5-U, TICT0*-1, 7369 
pTTTO-k-2, e w ^ with Baker Germany on th<~ r i g h t , Able Conn any in the center 
and Item Germany on. the l e f t tying i n w i t h the Second Bat ta l ion rtn l e f t . Charl ie 
Cormany rever ted to b a t t a l i o n at l600 t h i s da te . 
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Chapter I I I : Progress of thr Oneration - Ba t t l e for OPOKtT F^I^StfLA (Cont 'd . ) 

'1 Juno 19U5; At 0730, thr b a t t a l i o n continued the a t t ack with Baker Comnany nueh-
Ine-th<*' r igh t f lank forward to 7369 'frTjT-I.AMjj-l, VICT0H~?~1. Able Corn any advanced 
V 736P CRO^-^-l ia the center , Item Comnariy advanced and seized LOV* HILL in i t e 
zone of ac t ion . Charlie Comnany re l ieved element* <">f Item Gomnany on the l i no for 
nicht defense. ' 

12 Juno 19^5? Tho a t t ack was underway at 05.00 with "both Item and. Char l ie Cernnaniee 
^Taking tho i n i t i a l offor t on tho l o f t advanc?^ over tho reverse slono of LOV?* 
KILL «id continuing tho a t tack to QTrW!*T and WILLIAM HILLS. At 0730 Able Comnany 
advanced and soizod QpTOlp HILL in conjunction with Charlie Corwany and at 1000 
Baker Corrnany jumnod off for WILLIE HILL. This coordinated a t tack succeeded in 
seizing the high ground in qjD""r,w, WILLIAM *Jid ^OC^R and nermitted the Second Bat­
tal ion to move uo on the l e f t , 

13 June I9U9: At 0730, the Third Ba t ta l ion rol le i -oi us and tho b a t t a l i o n returned 
to 7?71 P W R . . At I33O Charlie Comnany was detached from the b a t t a l i o n and at tache 
to Division "Reconnaissance Corrnany for the seizure of the is land of S ^ A O A SHIMA 
and joined t h i s , u n i t at 706& ITTlt. 

lU June 19U^: At dawn, Charlie'Comnany attacked S^UGA SHIMA with the Division 
Reconnaissance Company, encountered no res i s t ance and returned to the ba t t a l i on 
bivouac area. 

15-16-17-18 Jane 19^5: During t h i s noriod the b a t t a l i o n n a t r o l l e d OPOrU P^TTFSULA 
destroying any enemy remaining in assigned sec tor . Lieutenant Colonel L. P. HtTFT, 
J r . , USHC, rol ievod Lieutenant Colonel YPAT0F as Bat ta l ion Comrasjiding Officor on 
15 June. 

(3) Canture of A°A. SlCI PTirSULA 

19 June 19^-5: At 07301 the batta""inr. was ordered to move fr an assembly area in 
the v ic in i ty of T^.A. After a r r i v a l a t the designated a rea , the b a t t a l i o n Was 
ordered at 1230. to nroceed to an advanced bivouac area a t 7359 QjT"mW'> BOG"*!*?., StfGA"8, 
VICW, WILLIAM, TPAT. At 1630 the b a t t a l i o n was ordered to a t t ack to the souther-
t in of the islanc". in i t s zone of ac t ion . The a t t ack jumned off a t 1700 with Baker 
Corrnany on the l e f t , Charlie Germany on the risrht and Able Corrnany in rese rve . The 
attack nropressed against s l i ch t r e s i s t ance to 7356 with the l i n e s t ied in for the 
night with the P i r s t Ba t t a l ion , If-th Marines on l e f t and tho Second Bat ta l ion on the 
ri^ht extending from 7357 P T m _ 5 , XP*<!Lv-2, VICTOR-5, WlLLIAM-3 to 7356 OB-SPlit?-!-? 
DOG-I-5, *ASY~I. 

P_June__l9U5{ The a t tack to the south continued *>t 0700. George Comnany, 22d 
Marines was "temporarily at tached to the ba t t a l i on -nd attacked to the south at 
the rirfxt of the b a t t a l i o n sector with Charlie Comnany in the center and Baker 
Comnany o n t n e l e f t f lank at YOKV-^ASY P.IDG,H. At the end of the d»y«s advance 
the ba t t a l i on was t i ed in with the Second Bat ta l ion on the r i e h t and the Second 
Satta.ii0I1( kth Marines on t h e ' l e f t with l i n e s extending along iiio r idge l i n e in 
055 from PASY-5 through IT?M-5, MIOJ-5 to L0VP-5, and KIHG-1. 
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Chanter I I I ; progress of the Ooeration - Cloture of APA SAO P?*TDTSU£A (Cont'd..* 

21 June 19^5; The a t t ack to secure A" A SAFI fWl^Z'LX was comoleted against 
s l igh t r e s i s t a n c e . The ba t t a l i on set ur> for the night along the r idge occunied 
the -orevious night seal ing off the t i n of APA SAO "PWWSJLk. 

(k) ATroendlces. 

(a) Infant ry combat: 

In t h i s ^hase of the o-oeration, infantry combat var ied with 
the tyne of defensive t a c t i c s ermloyed by the enemy. During the b a t t l e for FAHA 
and O^Offi P^DTSOLA, the enemy's organisat ion of forward and reverse slopes and 
h i s systens of in te r locking strong -onints were overcome by varying uses of the 
tank-infantry team, and surtrvoxting wea-nnns. Porward slo-oea of r idges wore cleaned'! 
out by extensive use of a r t i l l e r y , mortar and machine gun f i r e coordinated with 
d i r ec t " renta l or f lanking assau l t s by infant ry . Generally, reverse slo-nos were; 
cleaned out by flanking action of infant ry ^receded by tanks r e s u l t i n g in swoeningj 
the reverse slo-oe from one end to the other and coordinating t h i s movement with 
a d.irect assau l t over the ridge by trno-os occupying the forward slo-oes. Sa-roortii 
enemy f i r e from adjacent strong -ooints was neu t ra l i zed by continuous a r t i l l e r y , 
mortar and nachine gun f i r e during the a t tack . Ttaeray a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e 

.were neu t ra l i zed by counter ba t t e ry bar rages . 

In the canture of Â A SAKI P^TI^SCLA where no coordinated 
enemy defensive nlan was encountered, f ronta l and flanking a s sau l t s across 
cross-cormartments to r idges running -oarallel to the front were ervnloyed. A 
minimum of suo-oorting a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e was used. 

Tanks, including flame-thrower tanks , were extensively used 
in d e a n out the area followed closely by infant ry . Armored Amohibious Tanks 
wore emnloyed to clean out v e r t i c a l ovor-hanginr c 1 i f f s facing the sea. 

(b) Connunicatinns: 

The communication r>lan, standard operating procedure, was 
adequate for t h i s -neriod. About the middle of the -neriod, the Ba t t a l i on Command 
" 1 " frequency was assigned to the Uth Marines. This b a t t a l i o n was not assigned 
another de f in i t e frequency. By using var ious channels considerable in ter ference 
caused to other u n i t s using the same channel. 

Tive (5) conies of Pogisterod Publ ica t ions CCPP-Q130-D3 was 
received by the b a t t a l i o n communication of f icer ^ r i o r to the beginning of t h i s 
•neriod. Pour (U) co-nies were returned to the S-l , Pegiment, because b a t t a l i o n 
staff members would not r ece ip t for then. I t i s bel ieved tha t twry^j?) co-nies -ner 
b a t t a l i o n i s su f f i c i en t . 

The SC°-300 nroved to be a valuable means of communications 
during t h i s -neriod, as cormared to the e a r l i e r days of t h i s campaign. This was 
due mainly to t e r r a i n features-, and b e t t e r r eoa i r f a c i l i t i e s . The SCP-610 x*as 
used very l i t t l e due to f a i l u r e s in the ba t t e ry cable.. The T.C.S. and T.B.X. 
were used continuously without mechanical f a i l u r e s . The T.C.S, veh ic le was 
damaged on 3 Jur^ 19^5. I t was replaced the next day by the Divisior Signal Sect! 
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Chapter Tits Progress* of the-Operation - AiwendieeB. (jOontM.) 

(b) Communications (Oontfd. )r 

The SCR-536 proved; invaluable toV a s s a a i t n la toon l eade r s when 
they were in (meriting condi t io^ . I t - i s ' b e l i e v e d t h a t ' f a c i l i t i e s should be e s t ab ­
lished a t re/jteeiit to r eoa l r these s e t s . 

The b a t t e r y suwly. for a l l rad ios was adeauate. 

Wire communication was used trv a . treat extent during t h i s 
•neriod. "Trouble-Shooters1 ' exoeriencfid'great d i f f i c u l t i e s in r epa i r i ng broken 
l ines which was caused by enemy a r t i l l e r y , -mortar »nd small arms f i r e . Durinc the 
l n t t ^ r T>art of the cararmlgn the enemy, n igh t ly , «ut a l l wire l ines* The euo-oly and 
r m a l r of wire eoutom«nt wag adequate. 

B a t t l e c a s u a l t i e s were -nar t ia l ly replaced on 17 Jpnc I9U5. The 
renlncements cane from a r t i l l e r y u n i t e , but mii'ekly adapted themselves to infant ry 
communications. • 

The wire *je«>* was. l o s t 3 June 1^5* To date i t has not been 
replaced. This caused considerable d i f f i c u l t y in the t ranspor ta t ion of signal 
oouinment, 

An eneny radio transmitter., and generator were caotured and 
siven to the Division Signal Off icer , 

$ (c) Medicals 

Burins- the three main ac t ions of chase I I I from 2 Fay 19^5 tf> 
?l* June 1<?1*5, the b a t t a l i o n was a movable u n i t , *es t ncr iods were too b r i e f for 
nermanent i n s t a l l a t i o n s . The aid s t a t ion functioned twenty-fottr (2H) hours a day 
throughout t h i s per iod . The medical f a c i l i t i e s were nriraari ly U n i t e d to f i r s t ai<-' 
and treatment of minor i l l s . The loca l road network was reasonably ademiate so th-
nnvflnfint was -orornnt, from b a t t a l i o n area to higher echelon medical i n s t a l l a t i o n s . 
?he aid s t a t ion was usual ly Bet uo in the v i c i n i t y of the b a t t a l i o n command nos t 
in close proximity t" the neares t road or bul l-dosed t r a i l * I f the l i n e s were 
extended an unusual dis tance from the command t>ost a. snail forward aid s t a t ion 
*as Placed behind tho front l i n e s . 

LOCATK>F: The aid s ta t ion wa.s usua l ly -olaced behind a r idge 
or other e levat ion in the t e r r a in defiladed, to the f ront l i n e s , bare ly was the , 
Battaiinn s ta t ionary more than a few days so tha t no normanent dug-out or 7>renared 
Ins ta l l a t ions could be used. TJle numerous tombs in the area when sun-olemented wit* 
a tarnaulln cover served admirably for our rjuroose. Fiirht work could be -oerformed 
l a ^ d f i * h P t n " f e s w l t h immunity. Blackout regula t ions were s t r i c t l y enforced. The 
ack of a, blackout t en t made night work hazardous when a tomb wa$ not ava i l ab le . 
«e local secur i ty was obtained by s e t t i n g un a nerime'ter defense of two (2) or 

roe (J) mPm fox-lioles about the aid s t a t i o n . A watch was constant ly maintained. 
• i s was a secondary defense ins ide the outer b a t t a l i o n command Tjost defense. 
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Chanter I I I : progress of the Onpration - Arvoendices (Cont 'd . ) 

(c) Medical (Con t 'd . ) ; 

Hn^ITililZAHCFj General hosp i t a l i za t ion was not done a t 
the aid s t a t i o n . In a few Instances hosp i t a l i za t ion of early combat fat iguo and 
physical exhaustion cases was at tormted. Our resources were noor, so many of thosei 
cases Were eventually t ransfer red to higher echelon. All c a s u a l t i e s with minor 
wounds who could not he returned to f u l l duty a t once, were hosnl ta l ized in rear 
a reas . Fo operat ions were -oerforned duriner t h i s ac t ion . 

sfa*l ^T^ii• *^rvrm^$^^t->^&^i •' In genera l , evacuation f a c i l i t i e s were *rood when ' 
the surrrundine road network Was Passable . Our j a m ambulance did heroic work 
in br inging l i t t e r cases from the cormany aid to the ba t t a l i on aid s t a t i o n . ?ron < 
t h i s -nolnt addi t ional jeen and f i e l d artfulancea carried, casua l t i e s to the re»x, 
i s ingle jeen attached to the aid s t a t ion i s lnadeouate for our -ohase of evacuation 
f a c i l i t i e s were grossly inadeoUate T*hen roads were imnassable. This was manifested 
luring the f i r s t •ohaso of t h i s on prat ion which occurred durine the noriod of the 
r rea tes t ra in f a l l . A trackod vehic le such as a weasel or r>ermanontly attached 
• ••nding Tehic le , Trackod would have sneoded evacuation and saved l i v e s . When the 
•••>'•d a r i s e s i t i s •oreci'oitous. Tb" time in t e rva l involvod in going through chaii-
>:'is in order to have a wpa.gpl or landing Vehicle, Tracked at tached, l o s e s l i v e s 

. 'asualties 

OASTTALmTS: 
Bat t l e for FAHA 
2 Kay to 1 JUne 

umber 
etained - , 
vacuated 

ilcknese - -
°-attlfi casual t i n 3 
•led at b a t t a l i o n aid s ta t ion 

OnOHJ P^IFSUtA A*A SATTI FWT 
2 June to l 6 June SOIA 

1*75 
6U 

Ull 
22 

393 
on - 2 

162 
6 

96 
1U 
82 
0 

17June to 240'1 

,k 
/ 9 

1 37 
11 
26 
0 

In addit ion to the above, numerous casua l t i e s from othor u n i t 
were handled through t h i s s t a t ion . These are not included in t h i s renor t . 

S ,I rM SAFITATIOJTt P ie ld Sani ta t ion was general ly f a i r . JQjI . 
s t r i kes by nlane and sunolenentary. hand soraylng around ca.no s i t e a was moderately 
nffoctive in cont ro l l ing f l i p s and i n s p c t s . Profabricated hoads were excel lent , 
but t hMr PTToloynrnt wag far io infrequpnt. Jfood wag l imi ted to King, Charlie.. 
-•nd "10 iu 1* r a t i o n s , so no Undo ga l ley sot ur> w»s estahliehod in any area. I'i<j 
ranges werp used for the preparat ion of coffpe and foods not roouir ing mess ge«jf 
in a few r e s t a reas . Garbage disposal was again by th« individual and in frnnb '.o 
areas t h i s was -ooor. Water j o i n t s werp adeouate and chlor inat lon served for -nuri-
"ica.tion. Wp other <>a.tor was used for drinking or cooking nurnosos* Thore wa.g x»r. 
outbreak of any wator born d i seases . 

$> 

Disnosal of "Dead: 

w-»0"-* 

(a) Own « ^uartormaster funct ion. 
(b) ""hemy - F a c i l i t i e s wprp inadocuta.tp on 

our T>art. "Bodies wnre allowe. 
unburiod u n t i l they were a de 
cidod menace to the hoalth of 
our troo-ns. 

(c) Sanitary precaut ions takfl^'T-gn.one. 

^ 
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Chaotor H i s Progress of the Cneration - Amendices (Cont 'd.) 
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? (c) Medica l - (Cont 'd . ) ; ' . ' : ' 

^ IBWIC 0""- UFtJSTJAt D1S5S5,?'IS: -Ho' severe enidemics were 
'pneountered which IrwAlred the numerical 's trength of o t e troo-os. The eff iciency 
of our troo-os was. loosened by the la rgo number of them who doveld-ood mild to 
noderately- severe cases of d ia r rhea . Skin condit ions of thr body and fee t were 
mounting during t h i s -oeriod of the opera t ion. The Jock of showrrs end washing 
f a c i l i t i e s contributed la rge ly to t h e •nrevalonce of thr so condi t ions . 

IT'FTAti S'^VIC^s Wo service was maintained at the b a t t a l i o n . 
All cases were refer red to the regimental den t i s t* There were no oases which 
recmired h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n . 

not boon t r ea t ed -orior to caoture. 
F i r s t aid Was clvon only to those who had 

CIVIIIA^ CA^AT-TI^S* Fo -elannod f a c i l i t i e s were es tabl ished 
at t h i s a c t i v i t y . Their earn was delegated to Civi l Authori t ios and Mi l i t a ry 
Government Afisnciea. These u n i t s for the meet na r t wero too far rearward. Trans­
portat ion of non-walking, wounded arid diseased cases was an over -orosent burden on 
the ba t t a l i on aid s t a t ion and cmartormastor u n i t s . This should not be our -oroblem 
Bead c iv i l i an s ly in£ about unburiod nresonted an addi t ional hazard to f lo ld san i ­
ta t ion. 

The durat ion of t h e campaign endangered tho fu ture hea l th of 
tho surviving t roops . Fb su i tab le T>rogram for r e s t and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n had boon 
planned r>rior to the operat ion. So-Called r e s t areas were merely bivouac areas 
several thousand yards behind the l i n e s . The men continued to sleen on the ground 
and in fox-holes with she l te r halves for cover, cooked the i r own chow of King, 
Charlie and W10 in 1* r a t i ons and maintained n ight Watches, barely Were shower 
f a c i l i t i e s ava i lab le at any reasonable distance from the area. Laundry service war 
for the most -nart self-maintained. Fo entertainment, movies or other recrea t ion 
f a c i l i t i e s were avai lable to a l l . As a r e s u l t of t h i s , those ind iv idua ls fortunat-
enough to have survived the en t i r e eighths-two (82) days were in rioor s t a t e of ment 
and-nbyaical heal th a t the close of the campaign. In future o-oer'ations which may 
in excess of three or four weeks, a -olanned program for r e s t and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
should be arranged. 

Transportation i s inadeouate for-surmlios 'and emergency equ'i->>-
n p n t . A jeen 'ambulance was not designed for t ranspor ta t ion of medical g*Sar in ad­
dit ion to evacuation of wounded." Two (2) j eeos with t r a i l e r s " at tached would be 
sufficient . One (1) of these may be a tracked veh i c l e . An "amphibious jeep could 
*>« modified into a l i t t e r carrying veh ic le . 

A un i t as mobile *e a b a t t a l i o n would be benef i t t ed by an aid 
a c t i o n which could be transformed in t ac t from area to area without breaking down., 
*& amphibious t r a c t o r could have i t s cargo cormartment changed into a conolete, 
"•"bile, continuously functioning sick bay, With t h i s tyoe of 8 e t -uo more.oromot ,..,. 
and ef f ic ien t aid to b a t t l e c a s u a l t i e s and treatment of rou t ine i l l s would be 
Possible. ' 
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Ch?nter I I I : Progress of the Operation -, Annondicos (Cont 'd . ) 

(d) Sunnly and Log i s t i c s : 

The resunnly of Class I , I I I and IV equipment was ndoqua.tr> 
at n i l t imes. Sosuonly of Class I I individual eauinmont such as ehe l tor -ha lves , 
•oonchos, and Browning Automatic ' i f l e Bel t s Was iftadeauatC. All such replacement! 
were made from salvo.ee within the b a t t a l i o n , which in i t s e l f was inadequate. Be-1 
sunoly of Class V was adeauate excent for shel l glmm mortar H* K.U fAl, shel l Soram| 
mortar I'l and K2 and i l luminat ion M83A1 and demolitions which was very noor. 

Good road conditions n e r n i t t e d sunnllos to "be close ur> to 
front l i n e s , exceot dur ins the rainy season from 25 May to 3 June 19^5. when 
road condit ions alnost n rohib i ted use of wheeled Vehicles. 

Water sunnly was excel lent exceot from 19 June to 23 June 19U5 
when water had to be sunnliod over n. seven mile hau l . 

Salvage and co l lec t ion was very good due to good coordination 
between b a t t a l i o n and companies. Weanons and individual oquinnent from casual t ies 
wore nlacod at a co l l ec t ion no i n t . 

Transnortation and-maintenance was adequate excent during 
the ra iny season from 25 Kay to 3 June 19U5. During t h i s tier 16 d road conditions 
almost -orohibited use of wheeled vehic les and nrpr.-r maintenance w*s imoo*slblc. 
Snare n a r t s and t i r e rosunnly was l imi ted , '"ogunoly of destroyed vehic les and 
t r a i l e r s was noor. 

Sunnly communications were adenunte throughout ent i re- oneratifj 
Wire vehic les and radio were a l l used e f fec t ive ly . 

d. Chanter IT; ?hemy Tact ics 

One of the most important f ac to r s in the discussion of enemy t a c t i c s 
in Phase I I I i s h i s excel lent organizat ion of ground, especia l ly in the area east 
of SHURI in the v i c i n i t y of CT,'B'SCTKrT HILL. He denloyed h i s troo-os and weapons in 
such a manner as to take maximum advantage of the t e r r a i n in h i s defensive -oosi-
t i o n s . 

In front of h i s main defensive l i n e he had many organized strong noints'j 
in cave, t rench and tomb nos i t ions ermloying machine guns, riflemen and sa tche l -
carrying sauads for a t tacking our t^nks . An exce l len t exarwle of t h i s w s in thel 
area Jus t nor th of OP^C^T HILL, I t i s noteworthy tha t a l l avenues of anoroach J 
to these strong - r>ints and to h i s main defenses were well covered by " r t i l l e r y »r 
mortar f i r e as well as by d i r ec t f i r e an t i - tank guns., general ly ljjmm. 

Uoon a t tacking a r idge l i n e or any commanding cround i t was found tha t 
the enemy had fu l ly organized h i s forward slone and when t h i s was assaul ted and" ; 

overrun he would r e t i r e to the reverse slo-oe where he would hurl hand grenades 
over the c res t and use h i s knee-mortar accurately air*.inst tho assau l t ing tr'oons. 
f u r the r , from the high ground to e i the r flank he was able to lay down devastating] 
nachine gun f i r e . He counter-at tacked from reverse slone nos i t ions cons i s ten t ly . : 
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ghBot^r - IVJ ?*™y TactI cs. (Ws«»d.) " J " 

His in to r lock ine tmnch and cavo systems vow .pxcollontly l a i d out 
for mutually sunnort'in.? f i rog , and tn ovprcor-f thorn, i t was ttpcpssary tn uso 
tank-infantry toajne follpwnd un.by. domolltjlnn and flano-throwpr tpams . In con-
noction wi th" th i s tyr>p of dofphso hp.min'pd' tho. annroach .lan^s with ° n t i - t a n k and 
<aiti--nf,raonnPl ni ims. -^rom "soldprt and s l i t trpnchos hr would pmoloy h i s s u i -
oidp ant i - tank tosas armpd with satchel char.ep$ and mncn^tic minns' against our 
t»nlcs. . 

'.fhpn any nf thp onomy enld*nrs Wprp by-.na<*spd. or.ovprlojokpd h> wnuld 
ImripdiatPly bpcnno a sninpr and ennsidprablp casua l t i e s rosultod from thpgp T>rac~ 
t i cps . ThPir f i r p was vpry accurato.-fin-l, deadly, most wounds bpine in thp h^ad, n-
nack, nnd chnst. 

On sovnral nccasions thp pnomy made USP of whitfi nhnsohnmus smnko to 
scropn h i s mnvpmante or for hamoprlns: our oli&orvation. 

Whon thp FAtfA-SFTFT l i n e had boon braachod M s t a c t i c s chansod ovor to 
dpfpnding stroncr no in t s with a r t i l l r r y , including rnckots and sniept-mortars , 
in addition to h i s usual l i g h t and hpavy machinp euns in wpll-concpalpd. and . ' 
•orotpctod nosit ions; . In connpctinn with thps^ strong •noints d i r a c t f f i r p , a n t i ­
a i rcraf t and dual-nurnoso waanpns, WP?-P. pnnlpy'vl ,«'-^ngt our troon^.. ' Boforo 
occupying thosp nronarpd nos i t ions h<* would -nlaco small. grouns of infantrymon in 
adjacont arpas tn .carry put delaying ac t inns , .This dPlayine' action and tho , 
organization of small nockote of rps i st anco .bpqamp thp maln.thPMP of h i s dofnnso 
as thp a t tack nroOTPs sod south into : thp A0 A SMI «rpa. .-•-;. .., 

I t i s worthy nf notp th^t in addition to othor t a c t i c s mpntionpd thp 
pnnny Bti l l -hol ipvod in thp"usp of individual or small grouos to i n f i l t r a t e our 
HUPS to har rass our front l ino troo-ns and atfomot to disrunt nur communications.. 
Thrso t a c t i c s 'wffp^no't 'crpatly 'pffrctivp i n . t h i s b a t t a l i o n arpa. 

As was to OP px-opctpd whpn f i r s t c l ass troo-os of tho Jananps? -infantry 
worp pncoiintprod thoy nrnvod to bo ,a tougher' fnp,than in nrovious pngagonpnte whpr 
raostly SHLf',"an4' nixpd u n i t s worn uspd,. Ho is. snartpr and norp tohacious, thorp-
forp, ni3ip to drfond h i s ground and, pranloy h,is .wpanons t o a high dpgr.on of pffpct-
lvpnrsc» ••• • <• 

e* Chantrr V; ^s t inatpd 'Ppeults of ,6nprations 

• (1)-Arpa BPCurpdj S^P 29th ^ar lnps.SnPcial Action Ponort. 
•I- ' '• :• •. *,».. '•'•'•' , > :- • - • ' ' 
(2) .yrirriy CaSU^ltlPSS' :' ' . ' • . - . . . . - • , , - >:-

'.., '(».) F i i l p d - ; - : * . • - ; - ! - " ^ " _ « 1. g6q . .... '• r. • ,' : 

' , ' (b> CantUrod -•.--.-,-. - . - " - " - v. U?g. / • 
(c) Spalpd in .Cavps -. - - , ~ - 1^3 - •••••:. 

(3) 'Onofatinnal ^atorial" Damae'1 to '"hpnyj. 
("Dpstroypd or Qanturpd), ., „ . . *V, .... 

i ., licn-t .mach.ln>p.,1suns -..,--.-v>- ?~ '^•- - -"-i -'— '19'*'"' * * • 
Hp<wy machinp. .rune '5 
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Chanter T: Estimated Resul ts of Ooer=-. ions - (Cont 'd . ) 

(3) Operational Material Damafrr to Tfeony (Con t ' d . ) : 

20ran - 6 
.50 ca l ibe r machine suns U 
Mortars £ (wot reported as to si?:o) 
docket Launchers - 1 
IJrm Anti-Tank Guns — - •- - 2 
47ram Anti-Tank ©una 1 
Radios 1 

(k) Own Losses: 

(a) r i l l e d In action S - 97 
(b) Wounded in action - 1«?7 
(c) Kissinc in action 2 

f. Chanter TIj Comments and 'ecorararodations. 

(ft) S-l; ""o comments or recommendations not covered in -orovious 
3oecial Action Rpoort. 

(b) s-?; The mans furnished for the o-noratlon were qui te sa t i s f ac to ry 
*nd the sunnly w»s adequate at ftll t imes. The l /?5 ,000 was general ly used while 
the 1/10,000 wfts used to swolenent i t in ft slow novin,? s i t ua t ion . The road-net 
n the n^-og w«.8 exce l len t , 'but the contours, o a r t i c u l a r l y on 0*TTT P*TM'J3nLA, 

.rrro f a u l t y . 

Aortal t)hotos were suonllod when requested. The value of the 
>hotos i s increased by having the oe r t l non t r e s u l t s of an ae r i a l nhote in toromc.^ . 
don study narked d i r e c t l y on the -oho to in crease n e n c l l . 

Throughout the noriod i n t ' l l i a r n c e l i a i s o n with higher and 
"iacent u n i t s was adequate, information fron higher echelons »H9 e f fec t ive 
.id accura te , hut was not in a i l cases avai lable in suff ic ient q a a n t i t i o s . 

p r i sone r s , na t i ve s , and c i v i l i a n s were handled as nrevlously 
snorted n r i o r to 19 Juno, 19%. Fowever, ftfter t h i s date the e r e a t increase in 

.he number of r ir isoners and c i v i l i a n s made i t impossible to in te r roga te each 
>rlsoner or c i v i l i a n individuality, ''faenover noasl'blo nr i soners voro b r i e f l y int­
errogated. When i t wae found they nossessod information that WP,S of itamediate 

ralue to t h i s b a t t a l i o n , they were used to a s s i s t n a t r o l s in the b a t t a l i o n zone, 
'he -oersonnel avai lable to escort p r i soner s of war and c i v i l i a n s to the rear w .̂s 
i suf f ic ien t . I t i s recommended tha t norsonnel and t ranspor ta t ion be avai lable 

. :.'on higher echelon to evacuate -nrisoners of war to rear areas , p r i sone r s of war 
caken during the hours of darkness have presented a de f in i t e nroblem to t h i s b a t -
a l ion . The majority of the -prisoners of war and c i v i l i a n s taken by t h i s b a t t a l i o . 

iad seen and read our wr i t ten nronftffftnda. I t i s bel ieved to have had a de f in i t e 
influence on t h e i r surrender. Vo effect of verbal nrona£anda was evident . 

The en l i s ted T'arine Corns i n t e r p r e t e r attached to t h i s b a t t a l i ' 
was found to be highly qual i f ied , n rofess iona l ly and temnoraraontally for t h i s tyne 
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OhaP tor Tti Comments ano1 'ecomrnondatiens (Cent' '*.) 

(b) s-? (Con t ' d . ) ; of wnrk. ° P was nhe't <ffe«tivp in a s s i s t i n g in the 
t u r n of the unusually l a rge number of -nrisonors of war, which surrendered to thi 

n»t ta l ion. I* i s recommended that each b a t t a l i o n have at l e a s t two (2) i n t o r -
•nrotors. The Okinawan temporarily attached was of l imi ted -"-alue duo to h i s 
Inabi l i ty to Bni:«sk " n e l i s h . 

The procedure sot UP for tho recovery of enemy documents «nd 
material was e f fec t ive . This was the d i roc t r e s u l t of tho thorough indoctr inat ion 
of tho men in tho b a t t a l i o n , as well as thp in t e l l i gence personnel , with tho im-. 
•oortnnco of t h i s work. 

(c) S-3: With respect to tho t r a in ing of infantry personnel , i t i s 
strongly recommended tha t a more thorough period of t r a in ing bo given to infantry 
replacement personnel . A largo percentage of replacements received had no infantr : 
t ra in i r* p r i o r to golns into combat. 

I t i s further recommended tha t tho U.2 Chemical " o r t a r "bo ado-n , 
tod by tho Marino Corns and become an organic p a r t of tho infantry b a t t a l i o n , / 

Air observation of the bat t leground was very valuable in t h i s 
organization. I t i s suggested tha t a more extensive use bo made of t h i s f a c i l i t y 
and that such g< -vice he made avai lable for regular use by regiment tad b a t t a l i o n . 

The oOmm Vortar I l luminat ing Shell invariably disclosed -nosi-
tion of companies by the t r a i l of sparks. 

to bo exce l len t . 
The *fpnd C-renado, I l luminat ing , was used extensively and ->rove 

Jan mineg were ef fec t ive against our personnel and tanks. Fii. 
destroying tanks could have "been used to groat advantage, Wore education for 
troops should "be planned on Jar? ninog. I t I s suggested tha t samples of a l l tynOg 
of those ninog found on Ori^AVA be brought back to the next staging area . An 
increase in the number of people t ra ined in mine disposal i s e s s e n t i a l , 

(d) S-Uj I t i s recommended that more organic t ranspor ta t ion bo furnis;: 
M ^ infantry b a t t a l i o n . I t i s bel ieved that an addi t ion of two l~ton cargo true 
(HXU) Would sallow more exneditlous handling of supplies to the front l i n e u n i t s 
thereby increasing: the combat efficiency of the b a t t a l i o n . 

This b a t t a l i o n ' s experiences with the Weasel has proven i t to 
neces s«ry item of equipment. I t i s recommended tha t each infantry ba t t a l i on 

bo authorized two Weasels o.s p a r t of i t s organic t r anspor t a t ion . 

be 

I t i s recommended tha t each b a t t a l i o n landing team bo authori-
zed to allow designated personnel to remain on landing benches to see tha t organ! 
pauionpnt and supplies reach the b a t t a l i o n dump. Duo to the lack of such arrange 
^>rnts on t h i s operation two-thirds of our oreanic and individual eauipment f a i l e d 
to reach the proper u n i t . 
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TiCSX BAKER SO T'MfTY-lTIITTH KASZSX8 SPECIAL ^GTIOl? HEPOKT, 
OEIIWfA OPERATION, PHASE I I I -

a. Chapter I : genera l . 

This report cover? the th i rd and f ina l 
the conquest of the southern end of the i s l a n d . 

b . Chapter I I : Task Organization: 

ifc*iB of the OKINAWA operation 

The task organization for the t h i r d phase of the operation var ied with 
the t a c t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . Bas ica l ly the task organization consisted of the follow* 
ing elements: 

2d 3n, 29th Harines . . 
2d P l a t , tfpns/29 . . . 
Bet SFC Team, 6th JASCO 
Det AGL Team, 6 th JASCO 

Lt .Col . Robb 
I t , Fleming. 
Lt . ( jg) Howard 
Lt. Therolf 

To t h i s basic organization was added, a t various t imes, tanks from the 
6th Taftk Bat ta l ion} engineers and mine d isposa l personnel from the 6th Engineer 
Battalion; araphbiian t r a c t o r s (cargo) , armored amphibian, t r a c t o r s , and the 91st 
Chemical Mortar CoffiDany ( Separate) {TT.C, Army). 

c. Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation. 

Upon the completion of the KOTOHJ PSUIiTSUI**. phase, t h i s b a t t a l i o n went 
into bivouac p r i o r to moving south. On 3 Nar, 19^5» Second 3a t t a l i on moved by 
notor to the v i c i n i t y of DSE&GM/A and went i n to bivouac. 

(1)' The B a t t l e for lUHAj 

l>Iay 194.5; Second Bat ta l ion set up beach defenses in 7777-777&-7S7S-7978 to 
jjprotec£ the d iv is ion r igh t (tfest) f lank. 

jfr hay lqij-5: The ba t t a l ion moved in to reserve in 7̂ 7**-* Inuring these per iods the 
battalion was subjected to from l i g h t to heavy enemy a r t i l l e r y f i r e , but suffered 
few casua l t i e s . 

iJLaay 19M-5: Dog Company was ordered to mop up a l l by-passed elements of the 
enemy in 2d Ba t t a l ion , 22d Marines, zone of ac t ion . Due to the t a c t i c a l si tua­
tion Dog Company was -committed upon a r r i v a l in that zone of ac t ion . Late in 
the afternoon Dog Company rever ted to parent control a f t e r having suffered heavy 
casual t ies . " -', 

•=J~£SL_i2^5s Easy Company was committed on Third B a t t a l i o n ' s r igh t flank in an 
effort to flank the enemy's defensive pos t ions on SUGAR LOAF HILL. Fox Company 
allowed in r ea r of Easy Company to f i l l any gap which might occur between Easy 

U0*pany and Third Ba t t a l ion . 

5UH^i^-'riSB5J ^°S Company passed through Easy Company and assaul ted and captured 
duri i C U ? H I L I j* I a t e i n t h e a f t e r n o o n Fox Company occupied HALF-HOOF RIDGE, bu t 

n § the night W«K§ forced to withdraw to more favorable defensive p o s i t i o n s . 
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Chapter I I I : Pragrees of the Operation - The Ba t t l e for ITAHA (Cont 'd . ) 

19 Hay 19U5; Second Bat ta l ion was re l ieved by 3rd Ba t t a l ion , 4th Marines and 
returned to the v i c i n i t y of HACHIITATO AIHFIBLD and set u B beach defenses. 

1 June 19^5» Second Bat ta l ion moved up and passed through the a s s a u l t element« 
of the F i r s t 3 a t t a l i o n ; continued the a t t a c k and secured the high ground over­
looking the ASA-GAWA. 

2 June 19*ffi The ba t t a l i on was re l ieved by elements of the F i r s t Marine Divisi<j 
and withdrew to an assembly area in the v i c i n i t y of HAHA. 

(2) The Ba t t l e for OHOKU PSHIffStrL*. 

k June 19^5: The b a t t a l i o n moved from i t s assembly area to the mouth of the 
-1.S--1. Ki*U» where we were boated in landing Vehicles, Tracked, At 1230 Second 
Bat ta l ion landed on the t i p of OHOKU PZHIKSULA; passed through the l e x t elementgJ 
of the 4th Marines and continued the a t t ack 

5-»13 June I9U5; These were nine days of b i t t e r f ight ing over h i l l y t e r r a i n nn 
OHOKU PSLTIKSULA, which a desperate enemy was stubbornly defending with a large 
number of automatic weapons s k i l l f u l l y eraplaced. Following the cessat ion of a l l i | 
organized res i s t ance the Second Bat ta l ion pa t ro l l ed i t s zone of ac t ion sea l ing 
up a l l caves in the a rea . 

(3) The 3 a t t l e for ASA SAKI PSMEJSO'I*. 

19 June I9U5; The ba t t a l ion moved by marching to the v i c i n i t y of EtftfAftOa RIDGB 
and was committed on the r i g h t flank of the F i r s t Ba t ta l ion on the high ground 
in the v i c i n i t y of KIYAMU. 

20 June 19*15; Second Bat ta l ion jumped off and at tacked to the southern end of 
the i s land in i t s zone of a c t i o n . 

g l June lgUgt Second Ba t t a l ion , in a coordinated a t t a ck with F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , 
a t tacked to a south-eas te r ly d i rec t ion and secured the t i p of AHA SAKI PSJOTSULA,] 
jhe ensuing days were spent in mopping up the sca t te red remnants of the enemy 
and sea l ing a l l cave6 located in the b a t t a l i o n zone of ac t i on . 

d. Chapter IV; Snemy Tact ics 

The enemy's t a c t i c s in the t h i rd phase of the operation di f fered from 
those employed in the f i r s t two phases in t ha t he deployed h i s - fo rces in p r e v i ­
ously prepared defensive pos i t i ons on the YOiLiSaHJ - SHUHI - UAHA HILL liASS. 
The enemy's emplf,,/ment of automatic iveapons, mortars and a r t i l l e r y wrs, as in 
the p a s t , most e f fec t ive . His withdrawal from the SHUHI HILL MASS w&s.executed 
to take f u l l advantage of the ftdverse weather conditions ex i s t ing a t tha t t ime. 
AS in the p a s t , the enemy pressed h i s service t roops i n t o the l i n a when h i s 
f i r s t l i n e u n i t s became decimated. 

e. Chapter V; Sstlmated Resul ts of the Operat ions. 

(1) Area Secured: See 29th Marines Special Action Heport. 
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1*r V- Estimated Results of Operation (Cont'd.) 
Chap*1" ' .:.. 

(2) Snemy Casual t ies : 
(a) Ki l led : 1,551+ counted - lolfg est imated. 
(b) Captured: 301. 

(3) Operational material damage to enemy* 
(Captured or Destroyed) 

Light machine gone 31 
Lewis Machine Guns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . k 
Heavy machine guns . * S 
Sinn Mortars . . . . . . . . . 2 
Knee Mortars 27 

10 
k 
2 
2 
1 

u 
2 

12 

20mn Cannons e . . . » > , » . 
50 ca l ibe r machine guns . . . . . . . . . . 
Spigot Mortars . . . . . . . . . . 
k~[<;m Guns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
77mm Guns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Searchl ights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Grenades (Potato Mashers) . . . . . . . . . 
Frangible Glass Grenades . * . . . . . . . . 
^ r i saka Ri f les . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 550 (.ipprox.) 
Sockets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

1 Fuel and Supply Dump 
1 Generator 
1 Machine Shop 
U Motor Boats 
Quant i t ies of; P i c r i c .icid 

Small arms ammunition 
2C--xi Shel l 8 
77mn She l l s 
Fragmentation grenades 
Demolition packs 
Optical gear. 

(1+) Own Losses: 

(a) Killed in aotion: 
(b) Wounded in action: 
(c) Missing in action: 

11 officers 
19 officers 
0 officers 

119 enlisted 
^77 enlisted 
5 enlisted 

130 Total 
I+96 Total 
5 Total 

*• Chapter 71: Comments and Recommendations. 

It is highly reconnended that replacement snot be assigned to assault 
units without previous training from combat experienced personnel. This re»ommen-
dation is based on the fact that it is impossible for unit leaders to devote the 
ime necessary to personally direct those inexperienced individuals while in 
actual combat. 
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iwFPX CEA3LI3 TO IWBWJT-FOTH MiSWiS SPECIAL ACTIO? ^ O M , 
^ — — T" 0KHTAWA.'0PMA3I0F, PHAS« I I I 

a, Chapter I; Ceneral 

•The purpose of th is report i s to furnish an account of the combat 
operations of th is battalion during Phase I I I of the OKIFAWA operation, ,to 
include reports and recommendations by a l l battalion staff sections, 

' " ' ' " ' ' \ . . . . ' • . ' . 
The missions assigned th is battalion were in general the seizure 

and occupation of key enemy-held positions In the *TAHA sector and in the 
OSOKtJ P^lFStfLA sector, and the destruction of enemy forces in those areas., 

b; Chapter l i t Task Organization 

During phase I I I of the OEIFAWAF operation the following units were 
attached tact ical ly to the battalion-for the envire period: 

3rd P la t , Begtl Wpns Co, 39th Mar* *einf. 
FSF, 6th JASCO 

. AGJ., 6th JASCO 
" Bet 3rd. Band' Sec, Fq Bn, 6th Mar Dlv 

TVhen the tact ical situation necessitated the attachment of a r t i l l e r y 
forward observers, tanks, engineers, amphibious t radtors , motor transport, and 
other special uni ts , those units were attached to the battalion tact ical ly from 
the following? 

15th Marines - -
6 th Tank in 
6th Tbgr Bn 
kth Amph Trac Bn 

, 6th MT Bn 
Other special uni t s . 

c. Chapter I I I : progress of the Operation 
»i .WHIM • *•!.• WW •'•••» "••»• UK'""1*'111 .••-—.•— .. iilMIMW il 
(1) The Battle for FAFAt 

.3 May lQUq. The battalion moved south by truck convoy from FA^SFI to 
R̂ACA^A T^^-WRO**), where i t remained in a perimeter defense until, 9 May. 

9 May 19fo>; The battalion moved south by motor convoy to a vicinity north of 
tJQPiTCMAHI (myZ-VW®.) and set up a ?,000 yard beach defense, 

11 May lqlfSt The battalion marched to. MArftfF'ATP U T T O . Companies were d is ­
posed generally,west of the southern end of«the airf ield in a beach defense post-' 
tion. They received approximately 60 rounds of a r t i l l e ry f i re during the night. 
*o casualties. 

j^May 1914.5. The battalion was attached to the 2?d Marines, crossed the ASA 
^ A and established a command post at jGjK.CGP"®. Fow Company and one platoon 
of Geosrge Company were put in the l ine at 7673 JI&-5 ITV-3-1 FOW-5 (VOW-*-! 
with the P i rs t Marine division on our l e f t and Seeond Battalion, ?2d Matinee, 
on our r ight, while Item Conroany was ordered into regimental rpserve at 7573 BOC-. 
^ • i n g this move enemy ar t i l l e ry ki l led U and wounded 17 of our men. The bat­
talion received heavy mortar and a r t i l l e ry f i re during the night. 
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• • 1 wm^m 

'hapte* l i t J progress of the Operation - Battltfeefor FAHA (Cont 'd.) 

13 May 19^5: The command pos t was moved to 7b73-5ATT,'Br-2. At 1^00, Item Company 
/as re leased to the b a t t a l i o n which was ordered to a t t ack and seize a h i l l a t 
fb*73 Q P 1 ^ . Heavy re s i s t ance was met while moving through the draw approaching 
the h i l l . An advance was made of approximately 300 yards . The b a t t a l i o n had 
9 k i l l e d and 4 7 wounded, and k i l l e d about 150 of the enemy. Again, we received 
heavy enemy shel l f i r e during the n igh t , 

lU May 19^5; The b a t t a l i o n rever ted to the 29th Marines, and the a t t ack was con­
t inued. Action was p a r t i c u l a r l y heavy at a l l j o i n t s along the l i n e . G86rge" 
Company pushed southeast toward the h i l l in 7672 CHA^LI^ and at 1800 gained p o s i ­
t ion in 7^73 QtnWff, the high ground north of CEAPLT* F i l l . Between t h i s p o s i t i o n 
and CHA^II* HILL, 20^ yards of o-oen, f l a t ground remained, covered by enemy 
machine gun, sniper , mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e . A running assaul t was made and 
JHABLI* HILL was taken at 1915* At the north end of the l i n e , How Company moved 
"outheast and a t n igh t f a l l was held uo by an enemy strong point a t 7&73 SUGAR. 
>ur casua l t i e s were 17 k i l l e d , 81 wounded; enemy 97 k i l l e d . Sporadic enemy mortar 
and a r t i l l e r y f i r e was received during the n igh t . 

' -,,T'aZLJLnn*i! T h P objec t ive was to wit>e out r e s i s t ance at 7^73 SUGAR in order to 
n'afghten out and consol idate our l i n e s . Bog Company, Second Ba t t a l i on , r e o l a c r 
"UsHGnte of Second Ba t ta l ion , 22d Marines on the r i gh t flank of George Company, 

d was met immediately by an enemy counterat tack. George Company received intense^ 
?iemy mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e a l l day, but held the pos i t ion on CHABLÎ  HILL. 
ibw Company moved sofcth around 7^73 StfGAB-1, one x>latoon of Item Company cove r^g 
•Ms advance by f i r e . Able 00rmany, supported by tanks, advanced on the objec;^iv| I 
'rom the nor theas t and took i t at 1500. Our l i n e s a t 1S00 ran from 7673 SITGAR-̂ - . ! 

VGrM-b VILLI AM-2-U to 7672 CFA^ISV-2-5-3-

')' May 19^5: The plan for today ca l l ed for the Third Bat ta l ion to assau l t HALF-
00N nTd@WT7672 ITW-JTG), vh.'Io Third Ba t t a l ion , 2?d Marines at tacked SCTGAB 10/, 

HILL (7672 GTOBG?*) on our r i gh t , and the F i r s t Ba t ta l ion advanced south on our 
l e f t f lank. George and Item Companies on CHAPLIN HILL, were subjected to heavy 
enemy mortar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e a l l morning, and also received heavy machine gun 
and r i f l e f i r e from SUGAB L0A£! fi'XLI on our r ight f lank and from enemy held high 
ground at 7&72 ^AST on our l e i t f lank. How Company was ass::cned the mission 01 
destroying several by-passed u-vi-er p o s i t i o n s and blowing caves in the b a t t a l i o n 
zone of ac t ion . Heavy mortar ana a r t i l l e r y p repara t ions were l a i d on the ob jec t ­
ive , and, a t lUoo George and Item Companies jumped off from CHARLIE HILL, and, 
receiving p r a c t i c a l l y no enemj f...re during the advaiice, quickly occupied the nor-h 
slcpe of HALF-K0OF BIEG5*. Hov^rer, a t 1500 the enemy launcb-d a t e r r i f i c counr,v. • 
offensive against our advancc-1 pos i t ions , pouring machine gar., r i f l e and mortar 
f i r e into our exposed flanfear,c. rea r and layed in heavy Conges"rations of knee-
mortars and hand grenades from caves and emplacements on the sou fin slope of HAT.;? • 
-fOn*T BIDG7! s t i l l held by the enemy. With casua l t i e s mounting under the heavy f lco 
received from enemy pos i t i ons on both f lunks, George and Item Companies were fo-'.;3 
I'D withdraw from the north slope of HALF-MOPF TIDGT" to former p o s i t i o n s on 0HAB''Jî  
TILL. Our ca sua l t i e s for the day were lb* k i l l e d and 60 wounded. Flp lo s ses we:*-1 

about 100 k i l l e d , ifoemy a r t i l l e r y shel led our p o s i t i o n s during the n igh t . 
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gjL^jter I I I : progress of the Operation - Bat t le , fpr FAHA (Oont*d) 

17 Msy 19^5) Another attempt to take FALF-MOOjrBIB&y.resulted i n p a r t i a l suc­
cess.* Naval Gunfire, a r t i l l e r y and mortar prepara t ions wore ca l led throughout 
the day. Two,enemy 77mm guns were knocked out by Faval gunfire in "f%J2-0L% 
At l600 our companies again Had fought up the nor th slope of. HALF-MOOF *>II)ff*\ 
under heavy enemy f i r e , and engaged in -close hand-to-hand f ight ing /and "grenade' 
exchanges. On our r i g h t the Second Bat ta l ion had been cofl&itied 'mi;* 'ad moved 
up on SUCAB LOAF HILL. On our l e f t the F i r s t Ba t ta l ion had advanced "to high 
ground in ...76.72 VAST. At 1700 the Second Bat ta l ion was driven hack from StTGAB 
LOAF HILL ?M since the ba t t a l i on -was receivLag f i r e from, enemy p o s i t i o n s to the 
tear of the f i r s t Battalion," our pos i t i on on HALF-HOOF.""IHGi* became untenable-and 
our companies moved back about'150 yards to pos i t i ons .of advantage for night d e ­
fense, for t h i s date the ba t t a l i on k i l l e d about 90 F tps and suffered 3 k i l l e d • 
«.nd jjS wounded, • •• • • . . . . , . '•' : 

x8 May 19.^8 How and Item companies supported by >ank«, attacked south moving ... 
around the r i g h t base of HALF-HOOF BISffF,-.. then turning ease to assau l t the south 
slope of the r i dge . In the meantime, Second Ba t ta l ion took STTCAR LOAF HILL and ••< 
Firs t Bat ta l ion cleaned out the high ground in 7672 FAST. By n i g h t f a l l the l i n e s 
were consolidate 1. This b a t t a l i o n t i e d in with the F i r s t Bat ta l ion on the l e f t ' 
and the Second Bat ta l ion on the r i g h t . Our ca sua l t i e s for the day were 8 k i l l e d 
and 28 wounded* 

19 May 19^5s The b a t t a l i o n was re l ieved by the Hth Marines and moved hy foot to 
our former beach defense pos i t i ons in 80791 north of tJCHITOMAPI, for r e s t and 
reorganization. The command post was es tabl ished in 8079 VICTOB-5. The b a t t a l i o r 
remained in t h i s area u n t i l 28 May. ' •• 

28 May 19^5; The b a t t a l i o n moved by t ruck across the ASA FAVA and marched from t'h 
there to the southern ou t sk i r t s ' of MACHISI, an eas tern suburb of FAHA, e s t a b l i s h ­
ing the b a t t a l i o n command pos i a t 7*571 J1G-5. At 1V5O the b a t t a l i o n re l ieved the 
Uth Marines and our companies''dug in for the night in_posi t ions from 7571 CHA^HF--
>TA>T-2 TAD'B,-2 to 7671 FOX-?.'' Sporadic enemy-machine-gun,mor*ar and a r t i l l e r y f i r e 
received during the night caused a lew casua l t ies . . ' 

.29 May. 19^5; The r igh t flank of the b a t t a l i o n was ordered to remain s ta t ionery 
and del iver supne^ting f i r e while' a force composed of the F i r s t Batt- 'lion and two 
bat ta l ions of the 22i Marines with i t s r igh t f lank extending to the KOKUBA CAWA, 
swept southeast across the ifoiid Ba t ta l ion f ront . The l e f t flank elements were 
to pivot in 7571 TABF-2 maintaining contact with the 5th Marines as tha t un i t 
advanced squeezing out Third Ba t t a l ion , 2?d Marines. This movement was executed 
by the l e f t f lank of the ba t t a l i on which advanced about 600 yards while maintain­
ing contact with the 5th Marines. Meantime during the afternoon the center of 
*be bat ta l ion.was ordered to advance and Item,Company assaulted and took the h i l l 
in 7670 ABLF-BAKFP. against moderate enemy r e s i s t ance , k i l l i n g about 35 Hips and 
suffering 2 k i l l e d and 10 wounded.. 

jOjtay I9U5. item Company continued to support by f i r e the movement of the ^ i r s t 
Battalion and the 22d Marines on our r i gh t f lank. How Company advanced and selzec 
k i l l s in 7671 ' 
l e f t . 

ICTOK-TCLLIAM while maintaining contact with the 5th Marines on oui 
Ceorge Company sealed approximately 20 caves in the battalion zone during 

-3- 483 



Chapter I I I : progress of the Operation - Ba t t l e for FAHA (Cont 'd . ) 

30 May I9U5 (Cont 'd . ) the day. The ba t t a l i on accounted for more than 100 Fips 
several enemy mortars and machine guns and some ABASARI P i f l e s . Our ca sua l t i e s | 
for the day were 1 k i l l e d and 6 wounded. 

31 May 19^51 How and Item Companies advanced to the intermediate r idge in 
7b70 1CV -̂HOW-DOG, and C-eorge Conmany set up a perimeter defense ".round h i l l i n j | 
7670 ABLE-BACH. In taking the ob jec t ives , moderate to heavy enemy machine gun 1 
f i r e was encountered. 

1 June 1945; The 'bat ta l ion moved out *•-> a t tach through the town of S^CHIFA 
and on to the high ground immediately north of the KOFTJBA OÂ A *nd i t s surrounding 
val ley f loo r , wi1- the 5th Marines on our 1 af t and the Second Ba t t a l ion replacing 
the F i r s t Ba t ta l ion on our r i g h t . Sutmorted by tanks , the b a t t a l i o n advanced 
s t ead i ly , destroying a l l enemy t ios i t ions and r e s i s t a n c e , and sweeping by l600 
through S ÎOTOTA to the steet> c l i f f overlooking the JCOEHBA &AWA. How and Item 
Companies dug in for the night on the he ights above the val ley and the b a t t a l i o n ! 
command post moved to 7^70 EOG-2. In t h i s a t tack we destroyed several enemy si:&jj 
inch guns, three 20mm guns, several 81mm mortars , s ix machine guns and k i l l e d 
130 flips. 

2 June 1945; The b a t t a l i o n was re l ieved t h i s morning by Ihe 7th Marines and 
moved by foot to a bivouac area in flAHAt s e t t i ng up a perimeter defense wi ti­
the b a t t a l i o n command pos t es tab l i shed a t 757? ITW-5. The Ba t ta l ion remained 
in t h i s area u n t i l 4 June. 

(2) The B a t t l e for 6*.CEXT PEPIflStfLA. 

4 June 19^51 The b a t t a l i o n was a l e r t ed to be ready to move out by 0800 in support 
of the 4th Marines ear ly morning amphibious landing on Ô OKU P^IflSULA. At 1330 
we embarked in ItfTs from 7^73 YOKE, crossed IAHA BAY and made an unopposed landing 
on RED BEACH 2 in 7271 KlflG. The b a t t a l i o n command pos t was set up a t 7271 TICTOB 
George, How and Item Companies were -out on the l i n e to the l e f t of the 4th Marines 
from 7270 (HOW-2 GEOHGE-1 L0VE-4 EOGm-l). The Second Bat ta l ion vas t i ed in on 
our l e f t f lank. Prom ear ly evening and on through the n igh t , sporadic f i r e was 
received from enemy a r t i l l e r y and mortars along with a new "Screaming Mimi" 
rocket misslo not previously encountered. Twelve flips were k i l l e d attempting to 
i n f i l t r a t e through our l i n e s during -̂ he n igh t . 

• 

5 June 1945i The b a t t a l i o n was ordered to a t tack and se ize , in i t s zone of action 
the 0B0E-KIflG l i n e extending from 7269 TA*E-1 to 73^9 BAKE&-4, approximately 1400 
yards to the b a t t a l i o n f ron t . George and How Companies moved out in the face of ( 

tremely heavy enemy machine gun, r i f l e and mortar f i r e and, a f t e r overcoming bittf 
enemy r e s i s t a n c e across intermediate h i l l s , advanced to a l i n e running from 7 ^ 9 
(rr°M-4-? DOG-4-2) to 7?70 YOK^-P-U, approximately 500 yards short of the assignee 
ob jec t ive . "Further advance could not be made because of the heavy volume of fi*lT 
coming from enemy pos i t i ons on commanding ground to the ba t t a l i on r i g h t front at 
7269 OBOE-3 in the Uth Marines sector , and from the high ground to our l e f t front 
at 7369 BAECEP-5 in the Second Bat ta l ion zone of ac t ion . During the advance, we 
k i l l e d about 58 enemy and l o s t 7 k i l l e d and 3? wo*r.in& in the a t tack and from 
enemy a r t i l l e r y , mortar and rocket f i r e the previous evening. 

••••'?* • 
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g june 19^5; The b a t t a l i o n Lad as a aone of *c t l on ' a se r ies of s ca t t e r ed h i l l s 
•^pbrokenT in te r lock ing r idges -Lo tho bat t* i o n ' s immediate f ron t , each s trongly 

_These h i l l s and r idges were located at 
•jJ^pBrokenV in te r lock ing ridg< 
defended and a l l mutually supporting, 
169 FIHG-fTTFR to o u r ' r i g h t f ront ; 7269 *!AST, 73^9 IXflTJWBJ'W to our d i r e c t from 

7369 G^RGE-POGm-STJGAB to our l e f t f ron t . After a day of b i t t e r f igh t ing the 
ba t ta l ion clawed forward approximately 150 yards and succeeded in securing the 
h i l l in 7269 JAST. 

7-8-9 June 19^5* By the evening of 9 June, af ter three days of v ic ious f igh t ing , 
the" b a t t a l i o n f i n a l l y secured h i l l s in 7269.QBOV "-nd 7369 P ^ ^ - q U ^ T - G ^ G " ^ .. 
"%&y$.. In these three days of extremely heavy f igh t ing , l i t t l e ground area was 
gained, but we 1 i l i e d approximately 500 enemy, destroyed a great; many weapons of 
a l l kinds and sealed many caves containing enemy t roops , supplies and equipment. 
Our c a saa l t i e s . f o r t h i s per iod were heavy and on 10 June Baker Company of the 
F i r s t "Battalion was at tached to this , b a t t a l i o n and put^iijto the l i n e s on our 
r ight f lank. .'" '"'";"/ '". . 

10 June iqU5: George Company assaul ted the enemy; s t rong poin t on the h i l l at 
7369 liOvis, bu t was forged to withdraw due to in tense enemy f i r e from high ground 
to our r i g h t f lank. At 1010 Baker Company of the ^ i r s t "Battalion with the Third 
Bat tal ion, Hth Marines, .on the r i g h t , assaul ted and took tho h i l l a t 73^8 ABLV~ 
Baaf6^. At t h i s t ime, .Second Bat ta l ion pn our'^Left f lank had elements on the high 
ground a t 7369 OBO .̂ The af bernoon' of 10 June, ' Able Company of cur F i r s t Battal io? 
relieved,,G.eorge and How Comcauies.' Item Company remained on the l i n e at tached 
to the F i r s t Bat ta l ion and moved forw^rl and to the l e f t to close the gap between 
our pos i t ion and Second "Battalion. "' '";; 

11 June 19^5: ^ow Company was attached to the Second Bat ta l ion and replaced 
Charlie Company •- the extreme l e f t f lank of Second Ba t t a l ion . 

12 June 19^5: Item Company assaul ted and took the h i l l In 7369 LOT*, and was then 
squeezed out and'put in f i r s t Ba t ta l ion rese rve . The evening of 12. June How and 
Item Companies rever ted to Third Bat ta l ion and on the morning of 13 June we 
relieved "the F i r s t Ba t t a l ion . 

13 June I9U5: We put two cqmpanies on the l i n e from 736s I T ^ - 1 CHAT,I>I"*,-5 to 
•. 3t>9 T'?ILLIAM5 B0GFR--2, with Item Company on the l e f t , George Company on the 
r i g h t and How Company to the r e a r . The b a t t a l i o n w&s ord ' - fd to continue the 
at tack over the remaining ground in our sec tor . By 1200 our a s sau l t companies 
had swept to the sea-wall , f inding remaining'enemy forces thoroughly disorganized 
The afternoon was spent destroying small groups of the enemy hiding in the bushes 
and r i c e paddles of the f l a t s , southwest of the sea-wall in" 7 ^ 9 ^0Gm-Q]T<W-
PTPFEMĴ CLF--VICTOR and 'tflLLlAM, and in the numerous caves in the area . Some of 
the enemy launched desperate , but ine f fec t ive , hand-grenade a t t acks when cornered 
*nd many k i l l e d themselves with grenades when approached by our t roops . Unprece­
dented numbers surrendered. The day ' s count for 13 June showed tha t we had taken 
^7 Pr i soners of 'far and k i l l e d approximately 2?5 enemy, ""piloting the mop-up, th 
companies moved back to the.ir morning pos i t ions for n ight defense. 

•>•*•-• 
lH~15-l6-.17 June iqU5> During t h i s period, we were engaged in p a t r o l l i n g and mop­
ping Up "enemy res i s t ance in the b a t t a l i o n zone wMch covered the area bounded on 

-.5- 485 
Ml 



M V H 

Chanter I I I : progress of the Operation - Ba t t l e for OBOKtJ P̂ TBTSTJLA (Cont 'd . ) 

14-15-16-17 June 1945 (Cont 'd .)} the l e f t by 73^9 ( G W H . 5 XSAY-5). 7469 VIcuo*. 
to the seawall a t 7^b9 Q(JW~2, and on the r i gh t by 7269 (DCG-3 TOTCLV-5). 726? 
(HOW-2 J IG-1) , to the seawall a t jkfa STOAV). 

18 June 19^5i The b a t t a l i o n sector was enlarged to include p a r t of the area vacatej 
by the 4th Marines. Buring the f ive days ending 18 June, approximately 150 enemy 1 
were destroyed in mopping-up opera t ions . 

(3) Capture of A*A 8AKI PTOT1PS01A. . . . . , > ' • 

19 June .1945; The b a t t a l i o n received an order to move to an assembly area in the. 
v i c i n i t y of the v i l l age of T5FA. The ba t t a l i on -command post was es tab l i shed a t . 
7^6,3 WILLIAM-4. On t h i s da te , the 29th Marines were committed with the Third Bat-] 
t a l ion in reserve . ,- m 

20 June 1945; The b a t t a l i o n was ordered to move in a new assembly area in the 
v i c i n i t y of KXJWA" -A HIB&?!. The b a t t a l i o n command t»ost was s e t up in 7 £59 Y0KP-3, 1 
How Comoany was at tached to the Second'Battalion. The day was "spent In seeking 
out remnants of. enemy forces hiding out in c ^ o s on the EUWAWA PIDGJ! and the flat 
ground between JTOTATOA and MWZAIX3 "".IDGWS. Twenty-eight Pr isoners of War were 
captured and 29 enemy k i l l e d . 

21 June 1945; The b a t t a l i o n remained in the same area and sent a p a t r o l to the 
~;:iall i s l and ly ing about 300 yards off-shore west of FAGTTSUKO'. Wo ac t ive resistsne 
vas encountered. Six enemy were k i l l e d and 3 Pr i soners of "Var captured on the 
i s l and . P a t r o l l i n g Was continued in the area be Wren W f A^A and M^ADO * I W S 
and for the day the ba t t a l i on ne t ted 25 enemy k i l l e d and 19 taken p r i sone r . The 
i s l and of OFIFA^A was declared secured as of 1300 t h i s da te . 

(4) Appendicfce* 

(a) Faval Gunfire Support was instrumental in; destroying numerous 
de f in i t e ly located t a r g e t s and in neu t ra l i z ing suspected areas of enemy a c t i v i t y . 
I l luminat ion by them was also ava i lab le and proved extremely va luable . 

(b) A r t i l l e r y Support arid l i a i s o n were exce l len t . However, some­
times ine f fec t ive against enemy reverse slopes and cave defenses. 

(c) Tank-Infantry Teams operated 'effect ively subject to the l i ra i - | 
t a t i o n s of t e r r a in ' and the enemas, t a c t i c a l an t i - t ank mining. 

(d) a?ffiflred .Amphibians proved invaluable for supply and evacuation 
during the b a t t l e for ITAHA because of the muddy condit ion of the roads . 

(e) Communications; 

I . Communication Plan (SOI). •• , / 

,,., (A) There was a dupl icat ion of SC3 300 freouency in t ha t f i r s t Battaliori*J 
4th Marines was.assigned a fremi'ency 1/2 channel from our b a t t a l i o n frequency. 
T ighte r d i r ec to r net jammed our TCS -frequency with i t s t r a f f i c . »•', 
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talion be 
nel: 

IT"." "personnel. ' v ' " * '* ',. V , '. • 

• (A) '"adio personneT"-"^adio""personnol*was' inadequate due to the change 
in the Table of Allowances which added two SG». 6l0s when no change was made in the 
fable of Organization. The TBX personnel allotment "is too small, i t i s recommend­
ed that four, SCP 6lp operators he added to the radio section... . I t i s alsorrecommend 
Pd that one man "be added to each TBX team in the radio sec t ion . l ou r -add i t iona l 
SCH 30° operators for radios recommended for the £lmm_ Mortar Platoon are suggested, 
losses in radio pe r sonne l ; ' " ."'* 

1 P.adio Operator f i l l e d in Action. 
, 1 Padii) Operator Sick and rVacuated. 

3 *°.adio P->eBato*i?a ''founded and. ""Vacuated, .•••• 

(B).W2> : Section - There'was' insuf f i c i en t wire personnel to .trouble-shoo' 
<11 l ines in the caeos where long t rucks were l a i d . > I t i s recommended that a b a t -

1 a l l o t t e d f ive wire teams of three men each* " l o s se s in wire team person-

."''/? '. • . ' , ;'• l .Wire H a n , r i l l e d . i n .Action. • , , '• 
: 8 Wire,Hon Wounded and evacuated. . .-.' ., .. ? 

*' • • U-Wire Men Sick and Evacuated., . ' .. ,. [ , ...,...". 

(0) Replacement of Bat ta l ion Casualt ies - Until ' 17 June only two replace­
ments were received .to renlace 13 men l o s t during cli? period 6 Hay «* 17 June. 

I I I . Equipment. • . . t , . _ . •..,, : 

(A) j&ussea: Padio—H SCP 30Crs destroyed in , ae t lon r > . . . . 
3 SOP. 53.6s l o s t in ac t ion . ".,';. . .. -. 
6 Short Antennae (SCP-300) destroyed .in .act ion. 

.2 SCP, 100 Fand tSets destroyed in action* , _ 
Telephone—l;? T&gs destroyed in rac.tion»,'v ^ •,. 

k- Sound' power phones destroyed in ac t ion . 
12 PJt.39 l o s t in Combat.' ;, . . ' , , ,•, •-" Y-' 

IV. .pecommendations for Changes Ip Table of Allowance. v - - v 
. •: , . i f . . . - \ir, • " t- • ' ' '' 

(A) Pa'dio - Increase SCP 300 to l 6 to give four to Slmm Mortar and alio* 
sufficient spares , Wore operating soare p a r t s are needed. •-. Peccunend. a-spare p a r t 
chest containing % hand s e t s , 2 s e t s of Jacks , 1? carbons, U r ece ive r s , k short , 
2 long antennae. In p lace of TBX Radio* it. i s .suggested that the SC° 69H be adopt 
because i t i s more po r t ab l e , has a longer range, and a s i l en t hand generator . 

. (B) Telephone - In place of l /U-ton U3& truck, i t i s suggr-sted tha t a 
3 /^ ton UxU we?, -as c a r r i e r be adopted to f a c i l i t a t e the carrying of the communi­
cations equipment and thr> laying of long trunk l i n e s . A Weasel,with wire- laying 
equipment would be of grea t value to the b ^ i / a l i p n , v « ... < s 

V. Supplies. , - ^ ,..,,. ., y , j-,„ /• . : ••. :':':\ 

. (A) .Supply was good .at all-timeis., ,,Mor.e t rouble •shooters' could -be **pajre< 
if W-130'wire was del ivered on ER-Ss.V "' 

VI. Secur i ty . > • 
(A) Favajo code t a l k e r s and shackles were uBed successful ly . Authenti-

oatora were s a t i s f ac to ry . " " 4 § 7 
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hapter I I I : progress of the Operation - Jtot>endices (Cont 'd . ) 

(*+) Appendices (Con t ' d . ) . 

(f) Medical. 

A. See OHFAWA o-oeration, Phases I and I I , fo r Information concerning •person­
nel and ma te r i a l . 

B. Assault phases . 

(1) In both of these phases , tombs and caves on reverse slopes were 
ased as aid s t a t i o n s . The ba t t a l i on a id s ta t ion was always set uo as close to 
the b a t t a l i o n command pos t as the l i n e s of d r i f t would -permit. I r several Inaiaiic* 

t was found necessary to es tab l i sh a forward aid s t a t i on d i r ec t l y behind the 
s sau l t t roops . When t h i s was done, one of the b a t t a l i o n surgeons and f ive b a t -
•alion aid men went forward to set un a s t a t i on . In t h i s way, ca sua l t i e s were seen 
rach sooner «f ter being wounded and l i f e - sav ing measures could be undertaken. On 
Completion of t h i s treatment, the casual ty could be taken v ia vehic le to the rear 
id s t a t ion for the more d i f i n i t i v e measures. Jeep, ambulances and amphibian 
fac tors -proved to be of unlimited value in the evacuation of ca sua l t i e s from the 
ines to the aid s t a t i o n . 

(2) Once again because of the nature of t h i s organizat ion, a l l casua l t i e s 
•rt>re t ransported to the rear as soon as they were In good enough condition to 
;ravel and no f a c i l i t i e s for hosDl t i l i za t ion were necessary, 

(3) Operations - I t vas again our pol icy to -perform no d i f i n i t i v e sx.::^.. 
j s tead I t was our aim to adirrLrL.rvfjr emergency l i f e - s av ing treatment and evacuate 
•• r e a l t i e s to the various f i e ld hosp i t a l s which were b e t t e r eauit>T>ed for such 
-.sures. However, we did wi.tuTB a l l sucking wounds of the chest and l i g a t e a l l 

-lending vesse l s which could not be control led by d i r e c t -pressure. 

C. evacuation. 

(1) evacuation of casua l t i e s was carr ied out according to the bat^^lion 
standard o-perating -procedure, ii.ro once again the system -proved i t s e l f under tiv&i 

D. Casual t ies t r ea t ed by \,'.ds Aid Stat ion. 

(1) Number of b a t t l e casua l t i e s - 6U3. 

(a) Retained - ?£<, 
(b) "evacuated t:J5. 
(c) Died in aid dilation - 2. 

(2) Ki l led in action - l lU. 
(3) ITon-battle casua l t i e s - 99. 
(fy Total casua l t i e s for the -period - S56. 

% Sani ta t ion and Disoosai of the Dead - (See -previous repor t in OKINAWA 
phases I and I I ) . 
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(f) Medical (Cont 'd . ) 

*, There were no epidemics or unusual diseases amongst the t roops of t h i s 
organization during the per iod in auest ion except for two cases of hookworm 
disease. however, i t was.noted t h a t the instances of ordinary d ia r rhea amongst 
the replacements assigned to t h i s organizat ion was unusually high. We bel ieve 
this" i s due to fau l ty t r a in ing in f i e l d san i ta t ion pr lov to t h e i r jo in ing t h i s 
organization. 

•During these phases of the campaign we saw a great many cases of unex­
plained fever, *ach of these cases was character ized by a suddent onset of ch i l l s 
followed by fever ranging "between 101 and 105 degrees Fahrenhei t . They a l l had 
headache, backache, malaise, anorexia p r o s t r a t i o n , r e t r o - o r b i t a l pain and severe 
muscle aches andpains. I n i t i a l l y i t wns thought tha t t h i s was Dengue Fever, but 
al l cases without exception responded within MX hours to systematic therapy and 
there was no re< . "smce of the fever . 

&. Medical Organization: 
(1) See previous repor t on phases I and I I of OltlFAWiF campaign. 

(2) Of the o r ig ina l Uo corpsmen assigned to t h i s b a t t a l i o n , f ive were 
ki l led in act ion and l 6 evacuated as b a t t l e Casual t ies , We have received 21 r e -
r/iacements and of these 3 were k i l l e d in action and 6 were evacuated as b a t t l e 
casual t ies . In addi t ion 5 more of our corpsmen received wounds extensive enough 
to take them off the b a t t l e f i e l d , but they prefe^-nd to i\-f.iain in the a id s t a t ion 
and help out ra ther than be evacuated to the r e a r . Thus out of a t o t a l of 6l 
corpsmen operat ing with t h i s b a t t a l i o n , 35 were b a t t l e ca sua l t i e s and of these 
8 were k i l l e d in action and 2~\ wounded in ac t ion . 

H. F ie ld Medical Equipment. 

( I ) See previous repor t on Phases I and I I of OKINAWA* camoaign. 

(?) ""esuppiy* 
(a) At no time during these phases of the operat ion Was t h i s 

bat tal ion short of medical suppl ies . The "Regimental Surgeon always had an abun­
dance of supplies on hand and brought forward tha t which we ca l led for when needec1 

I , Motor vehicles and r o l l i n g stock - see previous report on phases I and I I . 

<T. Malaria and epidemic ("iontrol ^uipment - see previous: r.-^port on phases I 
and 11. 

E. Recommendations. 

(1) F.,-ic. (All recommendations submitted in previous repor t on phases 
I and 11 were complied with immediately. 

(g) Supply and Log i s t i c s , 

( l ) Generally speaking the supply for t h i s Operation was exce l l en t . In the 
later stages of the H I pha.se a shortage of cer ta in types of ammunition exis ted 
but t h i s did not ser iously hamper the t a c t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . We recommended that 
"• Sweater supply of the following ammunition be 
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(g) Surmly and l o g i s t i c s (Cont 'd . ) 

81mra " o r t a r -Shell y U ^ l W/l*use'F-52. 
Rim For.tflT .Shfli M-5o'W/7use'-F5?j!SjBl • • ' • • . . W 
60mm For ta r I l luminat ing Shell 
Grenade, hand, i l luminat ing 

Ve also recommended tha t the new Rlmm For ta r I l luminat ing Shell be made available 
to u n i t s in combat. • . . - , . 

(?) I t was found highly: sa t i s fac to ry to h w the hatt«3ion maintain one unit J 
of f i r s in the ba t t a l i on dump at a l l ; t i m e s , .wowever, cer ta in types of • ammunition 
such as demolition macks should not be l imi ted . "'' : - , 

(3) Sutmly .pf food and water was en t i r e ly sa t i s f ac to ry during t h i s ^haso, 

(U) ftoad ne t s were o-oenod ae soon *$ poss ib le under ex is t ing condit ions. . 
However, in f a s t - >ving s i tua t ions i t was found tha t due to the increased use o'fj 
mines and the l*ck o:.:' engineer -oersonnel, many times roQds which could harp beejM 
used e a r l i e r were not ava i lab le for several hours, Therefore, i t i s recommended I 
that engineer personnel be.assigned to every "battalion operat ing on thp front... j 
l i n p s . Also, sinco the "battalion depends heavily on J P P P t r a i l p r s , i t i s f r i t 
that morp t r a i l e r s should "bp carr lod in replenishment sun-riles. 

(5) Tfaacuatlon was nu i te succpssful duflng t h i s phase. The only reeommendatir' 
tPing tha t at Ipas t five1 amphibian t r a c t o r s .DP avai lable a t a l l tiraps for t h i s 
purpose. Being Impervious bo small—arms f i r e amphibian trWctors rtroved to "be 
Invaluable for evacuation. , ; 

d. Chapter IY: ?hpay Tact ics 
• •' " '"r >• i i i i ii ii it "H i iii i i 

' • ' • • . • » ' » 
The outstanding development in .enemy defensive t a c t i c s was. h i s .extensiv 

and pffpetive -practice of dpfpnding reverse SIODPS. The nature-of the terrain, v»js 
such that the many dlsconnpctpd h i l l s and r idges -orovidpd thp oncr^r with mutually 
stomorting defensive n o s l t i o n s . As a - r e s u l t , many t imes. the assau l t companies 9 
seized a h i l l ou i te ea s i l y , "but•Immediately received heavy machine gun and r i f l e a 
f i r e from thp roar of each flank as well as knpp-mortar" and grpnodp discharger 
f l r o from thp rpyerse slope of the h i l l occupied. Also, heavy enemy a r t i l l e r y 
and mortar f i r e x°s "brought to-bear on our troops from defiladed pos i t i ons at a 
grea ter .range, • ; , " . . ' 

• The,enemy made freciuent and accurate use of h i s a r t i l l e r y , .erroloylng 
"battery f i r e and white -ohoSohorous snoke. In every s i tua t ion he -Dosspssr'd ex­
ce l l en t ohservation of Far ine trooT) movements, and he made use of -orominent land-, 
marks such as radio towers, chimneys, e t c . , for r e g i s t e r i n g in h i s Ions- r«mge 
weaoons. Suggep-H that a l l convenient r e g i s t r a t i o n p o i n t s for enemy a r t i l l e r y 
be lpveled as soon s poss ib le and t h a t a l l poss ib le enemy observation -oosts be 
keot under f i r e during a Farine a t t ack . 
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CIl*D 
te r IV: *hemy Tact ics (Cont 'd . ) 
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The enemy's an t i - t ank measures were unusually e f fec t ive . UP used 
extensive and well concealed nine f i e l d s which were covered by *nt i - t»nk guns., 
usually HTram. ^emy an t i - t ank -onrsonnel armed with satchel chorees »nd working 
in teams of three or four men, threw themselves urion the tanks and then e^oloded 
their charges, often ser iously damaging our tanks. I t i s suggested t h a t engineer 
.personnel he added to the tank- infantry teams to c lear maths through mine f i e l d s . 

The following addi t ional enemy t a c t i c s wero -nar t icular ly notable; 

(1) Fhemy night i n f i l t r a t i o n followed the usual -pattern - small erouoS 
on suicide missions sometimes armed with satchel chargeB. 

(2) Clever use of na tura l and man-made caves dug deet> into clay or 
coral rock for defensive mositions usual ly on reverse slo-oes of h i l l s and r idgee . 

(3) Some armed enemy troot>s found in c i v i l i a n clothes attempting to 
\ i n f i l t r a t e our l i n e s . 

(U) After b l a s t i n g of caves by Marines onemy in rear areas concealed 
themselves Cleverly in d i t ches , hleh grass and cane f i e l d s . 

(f)) Toward the ond of the campaign, the pnony surrendered in unprece­
dented numbers, both junior o f f ice rs and en l i s t ed men. 

Chanter V: '"'stimated r e s u l t s of Ot>erations 

(1) Aroa secured. 

1TAHA. Sector 
Ô OKU Sector 

•total for OKIWAVA, 
Phase I I I 

(2) ?nomy c a s u a l t i e s . 

0.6??5 enuare miles 
0.3^6 souare miles 

1.031 smiare miles 

(a) Ki l led - Counted llUg 
Estimated 98H 

Total 2132 

(b) Captured - 171 

Grand Total 2303 

(3) Operational mater ia l damage to onrmy. 

Weapons captured and/or destroyed; 

^5 4igh*j'jn»J3hd«e(guns 
3 hoavy machine guns 
1 ca l iber .51 maohino gun 
3 L^ ' i s guns 491 
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Ihacter V: Estimated ' o g u l t s of C-oerations (Cont 'd.) 
Chprot 

(3) Operational mater ia l dariage. to en'emy (Cont 'd . ) 

tyeanons caotured and/or destroyed (Cont 'd . ) 

12 knee-mortars 
1 n o r t a r , 81mm 
9 unknown Caliber 
3 guns, 5n 

2 guna, 7?mm 
2 medium ca l ibe r f i e l d -nieces 
1 cannon, 1" 

15 guns, 20mm • ';. 
2- guns, IJOmn 
1 guns, 50mm 
1 gun , 37mn 
2 guns, 47mm . ., 
1 gun , 13.7mm 
6" s h o t g u n s , double b a r r e l , 12 ero-

Sumerous .25 ca l iber r i f l e s 

8 .Ammunition durtos and cavos (Estimated 10,000 rounds small-arras 
ammunition, 500 rounds 77mm a r t i l l e r y she l l s , 2,000 rounds 13mm 
high-o»>loslve, 500 rounds 20mm and UOmm ammunition and 200 rouncU 
glran and 90mm mortar ammunition). 

1 dunn ant i -personnel mines (quant i ty not counted). 

10 or 12 dumps donol i t ion equipment (estimated 500 to 6b0 -nieces 
demolition boxes and satchel charges) . 

f o r t i f i c a t i o n s and i n s t a l l a t i o n s c a p t u r e d and/or destroyed 

2 f o r t i f i e d command T>osts with hunkers', weanon emolaconents and 
miscellaneous s tores and .emiioment. 

1 f o r t i f i e d a r t i l l e r y observation r»ost With bunkers, weapon emnla.i,.-
ments and communication equipment. 

2 a r t i l l e r y communication nnd command riost caves with barracks and 
mess f a c i l i t i e s for estimated b a t t a l i o n - s t o r e s , suv-Ji^s and 
radio and telephone equipment. 

3 f o r t i f i e d snigot-mortar emplacements. 

2 f o r t i f i e d f i e l d gun emplacements, 

Cumbrous bunkers, •oillbox'-nmnlacemonts, automatic woanon emplace­
ments (machine gun and dual-T>urooso automatic waoons) a.nd bunkeroa 
Cave -ooslt lons. 

(U) Own l o s s e s . 

(a) Killed in action 
(b) Wounded in action 
(c) Missing in action 

Total 

165 
579 

0 

7UU 

i 
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Chapter VI: Comments and recommendations. 

f. Chanter VI: Comments and rocor*>mendat:' 
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( a ) S-l Section; Thr d iv i s ion and regimental standard onerat ing nrocod-
ure was followed in the repor t ing of ca sua l t i e s with somewhat l o s s success than 
during Phases I and I I . The length of thr c*mna.ign «ojd thr unprecedented number 
of casual t ies revealed ce r ta in weaknesses in schooling of 1-srct ion nersonnel , 
chiefly in connection with surrolies and ecuinnent to be used. The following 
recommendations are made: 

(1) Suml ios and. eauinnont: 
Suff ic ient casualty r r n o r t cards should be car r ied by the 

bat ta l ion 1-section to enable submission of an average of two (2) cards on each 
officer *nd nan in the o r ig ina l assigned, s t rength . At l e a s t one (1) typewriter 
should be ca r r i ed by the section and should, be always avai lable in the b a t t a l i o n 

'command n o s t . A blackout t en t , f i e l d desk with blank forms and s ta t ionery and 
lantern should be car r ied in the b a t t a l i o n Quartermaster dunn and Drought forward 
immediately whenever the t a c t i c a l s i t u a t i o n -Hermits. This desk should also conta* 
a cony of Faval Courts and Poards, Ma ine Corns Manual, a, complete f i l e of Circula 
f e t t e r s and L e t t e r s of Ins t ruc t ion and a. f i l e of current regimental and iiTcision 
orders. 

C'trj b a t t a l i o n records: 

Administrative records i r b a t t a l i o n and cormany should be 
kent on 3,,3;5" tilf cards in a watornroiSf box. Pos te r s are e n t i r e l y unsa t i s fac tory 
when casual t ies re turn to duty and replacements become numerous* They do not 
•provide snaco to keen a. cormlete record of dates of evacuation and r e t u r n , tyoe 
«nd body loca t ion of wound, b u r i a l , e t c . P r io r to D-day, one (1) casualty renor t 
card should be -ore-oared in b a t t a l i o n for each of f icer and en l i s ted man, showing 
organization, nnno, rank, s e r i a l number, snec i f i e - t ion s e r i a l number and tyoe 
of duty being nerformed. 'Xhe permanent f i l e card, in ac.dii.ion to t h i s informatior 
should show ages, personal descr ip t ion , general c l a s s i f i c a t i o n t e s t scores, award.r 
«md decorations received and, in the case of o f f i c e r s , date of jo in ing organizat l / 
Also, there should be a f i l e of f i t n e s s renor t s with comnleto information, °nd 
extra 8 ots of blank forms for both Faval and Marine Corns o f f i c e r s . 

(3) Tine and snaco f ac to r s : 

I t i s recommended tha t more time be allowed b a t t a l i o n in the 
submission of dai ly renor t s and tha t the r e s n o n s i b i l i t y for completeness and 
accuracy of records be l e f t with b a t t a l i o n , the regimental 1-section act ing only 
in the capacity of consolidat ing and forwarding agency. Under condit ions encount­
ered at t i ne s during Phase I I I , i t was necessary to submit renor t s from b a t t a l i o n 
t o regijaont by runner over a dis tance which reauired an hour or more to t r ave r se , 
^hon blackout f a c i l i t i e s were not ava i lab le (see naragranh one (1) above), and 
thorn was only t h i r t y minutes of dayl ight to work in in the morning before the 
runner had to be disnatched. I t was found irmo<=sible to do an accurate job of 
^ n r t i n g casua l t i e s received flaring the nrevious evening. I f more time could 
°e allowed, ba.tta.linn would have t i ne to keen records as out l ined in nara/rranhs 
four (1+) *nrt f l T n ( 5 ) -bnlow. 
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Chanter VI: Comments and recommendations (Cont'd.) 

(a) S-?l Section (Cont'd.) ,. • • • • 

(U) Casualty r enor t cards; . 

j&l casual ty repor t cards should be i n i t i a t e d in 'ba t ta l ion 
l - s e c t i o n from -nreviously -nrenared cards referred to in -naragraoh two (2 ) . I t lg ' 
recommended that ""•"•norts from comoany and -ol?.toon ho submitteC ^ daw: by telethon,, 
substant ia ted l a t e r i n . t h r ' d a " by a wr i t ten l i s t of c a s u a l t i e s , re turned to duty^ 
e*o. t which could-bo chocked against tho toloohonic r epor t , Ko advantage was fou^ 
in attempting to have th r firo-team loa.der i n i t i a t e the casualty reoor t card, bul 
i t was' found that tho t ine and enaco fac tor was considerably s t ra ined , 

(5) Daily renor ts j , 

In addit ion, to -nosting information dai ly on tho b a t t a l i o n record 
f i l e card, i t i s recommended tha t b a t t a l i o n s raako a i '^uanitulat ion on tho reverse -
side of each dai ly report showing a l l information submitted on tho a.cconroaTiying 
cards. This could bo done i f r>ortable typewri ters , blackout f a c i l i t i e s and mor«jH 
addi t ional time were ava i lab le for the submission" of the r epor t . Suff icient cor>ipe 
should be made on t i s s u e to allow the following d i s t r i b u t i o n : 

a* one to regiment »xtd d iv i s ion . 
b . one to ea.ch ©">mr>any. 
e. one to b a t t a l i o n mail sect ion. 
d.. one to b a t t a l i o n aid sta.tion. 
o, one to Commanding Officer :and Staff. 
f. one ea.ch to othor b a t t a l i o n s of regiment 

and other b a t t a l i o n s in contact . 

(6) Other agencies: ' . 

I t i s fur ther recommended that evacuation channels be romiostod 
to keen records of -oatients received and disposed of which wil l enable a cormle t j 
fo11ow-through u n t i l man i s bur ied, returned to duty or evacuated from the i s l a n d 
area. I t i s recommended that change sheets and graves r e g i s t r a t i o n repor t s include 
b a t t a l i o n designation of T>orsonnel as well as regimental and that the Division V.aM 
Administrative C-v ...n be kpr>t within range of communication with b a t t a l i o n in order 
to f a c i l i t a t e the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of erroneous o r Incomplete r e p o r t s . 

(b) S~? Section;. , . . "' 

. We be l ieve that the in t e l l i gence sect ion of t h i s b a t t a l i o n function?1^ 
smoothly throughout the operat ion, but i t became .increasingly d i f f i c u l t to. do sb ' l 
due to the number of ca sua l t i e s occurr ing; in the sect ion, r e su l t i ng in a shortage | 
of -oersonnol. The reolacements received, by t h i s b a t t a l i o n from time to time did 
not include i n t e l l i gence t ra ined-oersonnel . i t i s recommended tha t such -oprsonnPl] 
be included in replacements for the b a t t a l i o n in t he , fu tu r e . 

Maris were timely and arnnly suTroliod during the operat ion, but wore 
sadly lacking in tontouring and d e t a i l in many a reas . In view of the length of th<| 
0-oeration* i t seems tha t improvements could have been made and i t i s strongly . 
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Chflotor VT: Comments and recommendations (Cont 'd . ) 

(h) g-g Section (Cont 'd.) 

rrtcnwwwAfrd tha t every ef for t he exerted for improvement of m*n accuracy in the 
future. 

While the 'bat tal ion was in the l i n n , many roeuegts for a e r i a l 
nhnte£rj*ok* ef t-•'" f ront l i n e s were submitted with few r r s u l t s . On f' u r occasions 
we did got -ohotos of the l i n o s , hut only on two of those occasions did they 
Include our h a t t a l i o n zone. THirther, these -"hotos wore of insuf f i c ion t Quantity; 
«.t le»st four co-oies are required for the h a t t a l i o n . Also recommend tha t each 
ihoto ham at l e a s t one annotation ident i fying a foaturo on th r -ohoto with the 
3ajno feature on the nan bolne used hy the h a t t a l i o n . 

Dissemination of i n t e l l i gence information hy higher ocholons was 
x t ines delayed, r e s u l t i n g in our rece iv ing information concerning tho enemy in 

an area which wo had already fought over and -oossihly secured, 'ecommond that 
intell igence information effect ing the h a t t a l i o n he sent down immediately hy 
•ohone, radio or messenger i f necessary. 

¥n wish to comment on the fu l l cooperation received from the 
companies of t h i s h a t t a l i o n with respec t to i n t e l l i gence work throughout the 
operation. Also, .'higher echelons were at a l l times wholly cooperat ive. 

(c) S-5 Section; '-• 

The replacement system now in effect considerably decreases 
ba t t le f ie ld eff ic iency. P.eoJ-acomonts with no infantry background and l i t t l e o r 
no recent infantry t r a i n i n g were received. These men, when committed In h a t t l e 
wore unable to care for themselves, """xoerienced o f f i ce r s and non-coranisslonod 
officers were forced to expose themselves for extended -neriods in order to control 
and guide new -oersonnel. This served to increase casua l t i e s unduly. I t i s r e c -
onmended that a l l combat replacements he given a thorough course in has ic infantry 
before assignment. 

In future t r a in ing programs, i t i s f e l t tha t g r ea t e r enohasis should 
oe -olaced on the f i r e and maneuver rvo ten t l a l i t i e s of the infantry u»i ' ' 3 . In 
*wny instances tne -oower of organic infantry weapons, such as rocket launchers, 
cronade launchers , JJtm guns, massed, mortar and machine gun f i r e , e t c . were 
Ignored. 

Basic infantry t r a in ing ( f i r e and maneuver, scouting and -oatrol l ing, 
£»o.) should he given grea t omohasls in future t r a i n i n g . Hwiy ca sua l t i e s resul ted 
ion ln.cv 0 f u g 0 nf T)rnT)r,r individual conduit, noor individual c^vor and conceal-
"'a*. and f a i l u r e to search ground. 

Units as l a rge as b a t t a l i o n s should he thoroughly t ra ined In night 
O r a t i o n s of a l l tywes. 

. I t i s acknowledged tha t b a t t a l i o n s should make every e f for t to 
vf*> o f a t the assigned BOW hour. When for l eg i t ima te reasons, a jurarv-off must 
en ^ 8 t T , o n o ^ . *•• new HOW hour for the en t i r e a t tack should he set and f i r e s 
nominated for t h i s new time. 
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Chanter VI: Oonnonts mid reconnend«.tions (Cont 'd.) 

y^.ch. "battalion should he n m i i w d with two (2) cargo c a r r i e r s 
H?9C, one f i t t e d wijih P I ^ l . Adecu».te sonre -narts »nd in*>,inten<yice f a c i l i t i e s 
should "bo ^mvidod. . 
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To i 

SubjectJ 

Reference: 

1 . 

HEADQPARTERS, 
E U T E H I H MARIHES, SIXTH MARIITE DIVISION, 

ELEET MARIES EORCE, PACIFIC, 
IH THE EIELD. 

30 June, 1945. 

The Commanding Officer* 
The Commanding General* Sixth Marine Division* 

Special Action Report. 

(a) Sixth Marine Division SO-I5H. 

In compliance with reference (a) , the Special Action 
report for this Regiment with attached overlays i s for\«jarded herewith* 

'/J £&r MA, 
R. B. LTJCKEY / 

I I 
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Chapter I : General. 

1 . This Special Action Report i s submitted by the Fif teenth 
Marines covering Phase I I I of the Okinawa Operation. The mission a s s i g n ­
ed the f i f t e en th Marines was that of an A r t i l l e r y Regiment in d i rec t sup­
por t of the Sixth Marine Division, being the same mission as assigned in 
phase I and I I . 

2. The 27th Division A r t i l l e r y , XXIV Army Corps, was <....signed 
the mission of re inforcing f i r e s of t h i s Regiment. The 27th Division Ar­
t i l l e r y cons is ted of three b a t t a l i o n s cf 105mm Howitzers, (lO^BPA, 1052A, 
and 2^9FA), and one b a t t a l i o n of 155™ Howitzers (lOoPA). During Pa r t I 
of Phase I I I t h i s re inforc ing mission was ca r r i ed out by two b a t t a l i o n s 
of IO51™ Howitzers and one b a t t a l i o n of 155™ Howitzers. During p a r t I I 
of Phase I I I the re inforcing mission was ca r r i ed out by three b a t t a l i o n s 
of 105ram Howitzers and one ba t t a l i on of 1 5 5 ^ Howitzers. During Par t I I I 
of Phase I I I the re inforc ing mission was ca r r i ed out by two b a t t a l i o n s of 
105fflm Howitzers. 

3 . VM0-6 was assigned the mission of furnishing spot plsnes fo r 
the Air Observers of the F i f teen th Marines. 
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Chapter I I : Organization. 

1 . The Pif teenth Marines organizat ion and command remained 
the same as submitted in the Sixth Marine-Division Special Action Re­
p o r t , Okinawa Operation, Phase I and I I . 



Chapter I I I ; - Progress of -the Q-peration. 

Par t I ; The B a t t l e for MHA. 

1 . On 7 May, 19*+5» Regimental Headquarters and Service Bat tery 
displaced from TS899OC and proceeded to new pos i t ion a t TSSI78H3. The 
F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , Fif teenth Marines,, d isplaced to TS7877D a&& prepared 
to go into d i r e c t support of the 22nd Marines. 

2. On 8 May, 19^5, the 27th Division A r t i l l e r y , l e s s the-2^9th 
FA, were re l ieved of mission of re inforcing 11th Marines and assigned 
the mission of reinforcing f i r e s of the Fif teenth Marines. 

3 . Mutual support was coordinated hetween the 11th and 15th Ma­
r ines so tha t e i t h e r could re inforce the o the r in t h e i r Division zone of 
act ion. 

\ The I I I phib Corps Arty furnished deep sup-oort missions and 
night harass ing f i r e s . They were also c a l l e d upon in the support p lan 
for preparat ion f i r e s , 

5. The survey sec t ion es tab l i shed f lash-ranging bases and oper­
ated a. counter -bat tery sec t ion a t n igh t . During the day a l l counter-
ba t t e ry f i r e was conducted by the Air Observers and forward Observers. 

6. On 11 May, 19^5, the Second Bat ta l ion , F i f t een th Marines, 
went into pos i t i on a t TS7877T, the Third Ba t ta l ion went in to pos i t ion 
a t TS7777J", and the Fourth Bat ta l ion went into pos i t ion a t TS7677X. 

7. The 2^9th FA was detached from 1SC0M, and reassigned to the 
27th Division A r t i l l e r y on 2^ May, 19M-5. and went in to posi t ion, at TS77-
765 on 29 May, 19*+5i with the mission of general support . 

8 . At a l l times, each assau l t i n fan t ry Regiment had one Ba t t a ­
l ion of A r t i l l e r y in d i r ec t support and one Bat ta l ion in general sup­
por t forming a groupment. This enabled the d i r ec t support b a t t a l i o n to 
ca l l upon the general support b a t t a l i o n for the use of t h e i r FO teams. 

9» On several occasions during t h i s p a r t of the operation, a 
general support ba t t a l i on furnished FOs to the Sixth Tank Bat ta l ion , 
thus enabling the b a t t a l i o n to f i r e d i r e c t support missions for them. 
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Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation. Par t I (Cont 'd), 

I 

10. During the l a t t e r par t of t h i s period of the operation, ob­
served f i r e missions'were g rea t ly handicapped and l imi t ed by tho heavy 
ra ins and poor v i s i b i l i t y . 

11 . Numerous TOTs were f i red, both-observed and unobserved, some, 
times employing as many a s ; f i f t e e n b a t t a l i o n s of Ar t i l l e ry . - Tho na tu re 
of these t a r g e t s was mostly troop con cen t ra t ions . The effects repor ted 
on these t a r g e t s were exce l l en t . 

12. The A r t i l l e r y of t h i s Regiment was credi ted with 'breaking- \ 
up a counte a t tack in TS7672 a t O9U0 on lh May, and a counter-at tack in 
TS7671 a t 2025 on 24 May, 19^5. 

13 . The Air Observers throughout t h i s operation kept enemy,troop 
movements to a minimum during daylight hours , and in every case where 
they were observed in the open, a r t i l l e r y f i r e was brought upon them im­
mediately. 

lk, Enemy troops observed in caves on the forward slopes of 
h i l l s were a t tacked by 3T0s adjusting with OP methods with one piece of 
the 155™ Howitzer Ba t ta l ion with e x c e l l e n t ' r e s u l t s . -

15. numerous smoke missions were used during t h i s pa r t of the 
op'eration, mainly to el iminate the enemy observation from tho high ground 
to the East over-looking and dominating the Sixth Marine Division- zone 
of act ion. Smoke was also used to enable .OUT troops to evacuate tho woun­
ded. . . . . . ' ' ' "•• . 

16. During the b a t t l e of 1IAEA the Segimont remained in the -seme 
f i r i n g p o s i t i o n s which g r e a t l y eased tho communication problems and made 
i t poss ib le to e s t ab l i sh and maintain a complete wire ne t throughout the 
Segimont and to tho at tached and adjacent a r t i l l e r y u n i t s . 

17. The s i t ua t ion was a complete reversal from Phase I and I I , 
when rapid movement and long distances necess i t a ted the dependence upon. 
AM radio . Telephone communication was used almost to the exclusion of 
radio during the IAEA b a t t l e . However, the Wi radio which was used gave 
excel lent r e s u l t s over the dis tances and t e r r a i n involved. 

' IS . Daring the B a t t l e of.MHA, the F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , •Fifteenth 
Marines, was the only b a t t a l i o n displaced due to a shortage of range. 
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•Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation. Part I (Con t ' d ) . 
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19. 
follows: 

The Ammunition expended during-the Ba t t l a for ITAHA was as 

105mm Howitzer 

52,336 Shell , semi-fixed, lAS. 
1^,730 Shell , semi-fixed, M5J+. 

6,Sl6 Shel l , semi-fixed, WP, M50. 
" 1,106 Shell , H.C., 3 .E. , MSk, 

75mm Howitzer 

IS , 106 Shell, - semi-fixed,. ¥kS, 
1J,6]4Z Shell, semi-fixed, M5^ 
' "1,-fSk Shell, semi-fixed^ lip, uBk. 



Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation. Pa r t I I , 

' Par t I I : The'Bat t i e for 0R3HJ Peninsu la . ' 

1 . After r ece iv ing the Division Operation Order 77^5» the 
F i r s t Ba t ta l ion was assigned the mission of d i rec t support of the:Uth 
Marines. FO p a r t i e s and LnOs accompanied the Uth Marines on the am­
phibious landing on the OE0KU Peninsula on KBTG- Day - 4 June a t OGOO. 

2. All Ba t t a l ions of t h i s Regiment p lus the 27th Division Ar­
t i l l e r y f i r ed a prepara t ion on the OEOKU peninsula for t h i s landing, 
which "began a t 0515 sxid l i f t e d at 0555» as the a s sau l t waves neared the 
shore. - •• 

3 . The Second Bat ta l ion went into d i rec t sup-oort of the 29th 
Marines who landed on KIHG Day a t 1200. The Third and Fourth Ba t ta l ions 
were in general support. 

*+. On 7 June:, the Third Ba t t a l ion took over the mission of d i ­
rect support of the 29th Marines and the Second Ba t t a l ion went in to d i ­
rec t support of the 22nd Marines. 

5. In the f i r s t p a r t of the Ba t t l e for OHOKU Peninsula, A r t i l ­
l e ry was massed with excel lent effect in TS7368, 7^639 and 756S on nu­
merous caves and enemy s t rong p o i n t s . In the l a t t e r p a r t only observed 
f i r e s control led by the 10s were shot due to the enc i rc l ing maneuver 
car r ied out by the i n f a n t r y . 

6. An operat ional h ighl ight of t h i s phase was that the lO^th 
PA and the 3rd Bn 155 Howitzer Ba t t a l ion , I I I Phib Corps Arty, conduc­
ted d i r ec t f i r e missions on caves in TSJ^SSF. 

7. At the ou t se t ox tho OECJTTJ S a t t l s . th« ©otevblishmont of 
wire cooHMnications was slowed by adverse weather and impassible roads 
which he ld up wire l ay ing vehic les . During th i s per iod, PM radio car ­
r ied the bulk of t r a f f i c e f f i c ien t ly , and as road conditions improved, 
a complete wire i n s t a l l a t i o n was gradually es tab l i shed . 

g„ The landing presented no -problems of a Regimental na tu re , 
but the d i r e c t support b a t t a l i o n s were required to depend upon PM radio 
for communication with FOs as in any amphibious opera t ion . P r i o r to 
the landing, wire l i n e s of d i rec t support b a t t a l i o n s were extended to 
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Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation. Par t I I (Cont'd), 

the north bank of HAHA harbor and wire teams with rubber boat-s stood by 
to take them across to. the Peninsula a t the e a r l i e s t p r ac t i cab l e t ime. As 
soon as the infantry had su f f i c i en t ly advanced, t h i s was accomplished 
and wire communications to IDs and Liaison teams were es tabl i shed before 
the day was over., 

9, The F i r s t Ba t ta l ion was the only Bat ta l ion tha t i t i:as nec ­
essary to d isplace during the Ba t t l e for OHOKU Peninsula . 

10. 
lows; 

Ammunition expended during F.art I I of Phase I I I was as fo l -

105mm Howitzer 

13,718 Shel l , semi-fixed, M'+g. 
6,S70 Shel l , semi-fixed, M^k. 
8,651 Shel l , semi-fixed, 'ftp,' M60. 

5U1 Shel l , H.C., B .S . , MS1*. 

75mm Howitzer 

7,136 Shell, semi-fixea, M^g. 
3,063 Shall, semi-fixed, Wjk. 
1,131 Sacll , semi-fixed, Wp, uSk, 

a#v 
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Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation. P a r t I I I , 

Pa r t I I I : Capture of ABA SAKE Peninsula. 

1 . On ik June, 19^5, the F i r s t Ba t ta l ion displaced to TSjkS^S. 
and,the Third Bat ta l ion displaced to TSjU-Sj-C, On 15 June, the Second 
Bat ta l ion , displaced to TS73&+T, and' tlie Fourth Bat ta l ion displaced to 

• TS7361+0, and Regimental FDC displaced to TS7167X. These p o s i t i o n s for_ 
the Regiment remained unchanged throughout the Capture of ARASAKI Pen­
in su l a . 

2. ' On l 6 June, the Fourth Battnlion was assigned the mission 
of d i r e c t support of the 22nd Marines. Par t I I I of Phase I I I began on 
17 June, 194-5~ 

3 , On lU June, .the 21+9th FA and 106th FA Bns rever ted to the 
27th Division A r t i l l e r y ' s con t ro l . The 104th and 105th FA E„a remained 
i n general support reinforcing the f i r e s of the Fifteenth Marines, 

4, During Part I I I , A r t i l l e r y was c lose ly coordinated between, 
tho 15th Marines (Reinf) , 11th Marines (Reinf), and the I I I Phib Corps 
Arty. A r t i l l e r y f i r e was massed continously on the ridges running per ­
pendicular % the l i n e of a t t ack . Preparat ion, TOTs, and ha rass ing 
f i r e s consisted of eleven to f i f t e en Ba t t a l i ons , 

5, During the . f ina l phase of the campaign, no p a r t i c u l a r prob-
lems were encountered with the communication se t -up , as the en t i r e Heg-
iment was in. pos i t ion before Pa r t I I I commenced, and'normal wire and 
radio ne t s were es tab l i shed i n t ime. 

6, The l a s t target f i r e d on by A r t i l l e r y was a t 095*+ on 20 
Juiia, 19^+5. At 1027, 21 June, 19'+5> a l l organized enemy r e s i s t a n c e 
in the Division zone of action had ceased. 

7, The Ammunition expended by the F i f t een th Marines during the 
Capture of AHA SAKI Peninsula was as follows; 

105mm Howitzer 

9,1^6 Shel l , semi-fixed, MUS. 
1.S7U Shell , semi-fixed, Wjk, 

36S Shell , semi-fixed, %>, M60. 
119 Shell , H.C., 3 . 3 . , Mk, 

75am Howitzer 

1,305 S h e l l , s emi - f ixed , MUS, 
2,609 S h e l l , s emi - f ixed , Vfik. 

6l S h e l l , s emi - f ixed Wp, M6U, 

09 
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12 Shell , semi-fixed, l e a f l e t , BE, MSU. 

50' 



Chapter I I I : Progress of the Operation, (Cont'd),. 

1 . During Phase I I I of t h e Okinawa Operation, the Regimental 
Headquarters-and Service Battery was divided in to two soperate u n i t s . 
One, the Operational uni t which displaced with the Ba t t a l ions , and the 
o ther , a service u n i t , which functioned as a rear echelon, Che reason 
for t h i s s p l i t .was' the l imited amount of t r anspor ta t ion in Regimental 
Headquarters and Service Bat tery , 

1* Supply and Logis t ics : 

a . Mater ia ls used were organic and in most cases these 
. proved ample, 

b . There was l i t t l e d i f f i cu l t y i n resupply s ince t h i s Reg-
. iment u t i l i z e d Suppljr Point Di s t r ibu t ion . The various 

Division dumps were displaced forward promptly thus 
lessening the supply problem. ' Eater poin ts were in ­
s t a l l e d promptly and drinking water was a t a l l times 
a v a i l a b l e . Rations were more than adequate, though 
f r u i t and f ru i t j u i ces were seldom ava i l ab l e , 

c. Roads of the Division and c i r cu l a t ion were i n general 
good, during f a i r weather, but were deeply r u t t e d and 
d i f f i c u l t to negot ia te during periods of in tense r a i n . 
In the displacement in prepara t ion for the a t t a ck on 
OROKTJ Peninsula, t h i s Regiment used M-5 High Speed 
Trac tors furnished by the Twenty-Seventh Division .Ar­
t i l l e r y . This expedited g r ea t l y the displacement, for 
the roads, due to continuous r a i n , were too poor for 
use by 2-|-Ton 6x6 t rucks . The howitzers would h&ve 
been immobilized during ra iny periods had i t not been 
for the K-5 Trac to rs borrowed from the Army Division 
A r t i l l e r y . 

&4 Ammunition presented no p a r t i c u l a r problem and was a~ 
v a i l a b l e at a l l t imes , 

e. The t o t a l amount of ammunition expended i n Phe.se I I I 
i s as follows: 

10gmm Howitzer, 75mm Howitzer, 

7519U Shel l , semi-fixed, MhS. 
23U7U s h e l l , semi-fixed, W$k, 
9835 Shel l , semi-fixed, W MGO 
1766 She l l , H.C., B.B. , MSU. 

12 Shel l , semi-fixed, l e a f l e t , 3 .E . , MSh» 

265h7 Shel l , semi-fixed, MHS. 
2331U Shell , semi-fixed, H5U. 

3026 Shel l , semi-fixed, W liSk. 
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Chapter IT: Enemy Tactics. 

1. There has heen no marked change in the enemy's employment 
of h i s a r t i l l e r y , Pieces were placed in caves and careful ly sighted to 
coyer a l l approaches to h i s posi t ions, , Such a use of A r t i l l e r y , nar ­
rowly r e s t r i c t s the f i e l d of f i r e of each gun and makes the massing of 
a l a r g e number of weapons on one target an imposs ib i l i ty . 

2. A r t i l l e r y f i r e was very accurate hut the enemy seemed very 
re luc tan t , once he had a p r o f i t a b l e t a rge t , to expend su f f i c i en t ammu­
n i t i o n to give the area adequate coverage and to have the maximum effect 
on our t roops . 

3 . I t i s i n t e r e s t i ng to note that the enemy has a high regard 
for our observation planes and would not commit the bulk of h i s a r t i l ­
l e r y so long as there was a p lane in pos i t i on to observe. Although the 
Jap i s well aware of our methods of sound and f lash ranging, he eviden­
t l y preferred to r i sk discovery by those methods ra ther that, expose h i s 
guns to the a i r observers . 

4„ There were no ind ica t ions of the employment of enemy massed 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e throughout the operat ion. 
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Chapter. V: Estimated Results of Opera',ior^, 

Area secured was e n t i r e l y an infantry mission, 

2. I t i s impossi'ble to give an accurate es t imate of the 'casu­
a l t i e s i n f l i c t e d on the enemy by a r t i l l e r y . The heaviest casual t ies 
suffered "by the enemy from our a r t i l l e r y f i r e undoubtedly occurred in 
the counter-at tacks of lU- May and 2*+ Hay, when the enemy l e f t h is well 
prepared p c o i ^ o n s and attempted to advance through heavy concentra­
tions of defensive f i res„ In the a t tack of lh May, only 150 to 200 
r.on out of an estimated reinforced b a t t a l i o n were able to reach the 
front l i n e pos i t ion? , HpV^ing up operations within the areas occupied 
by th i s Regiment accoun-ceu xor hi enemy k i l l e d and 31 captured. 

3. I n view of the fact that the en t i r e sect ion held by the 
enemy was severely pounded by a l l supporting arms of the Division, i t 
would be impossible to s ingle out very many i n s t a l l a t i o n s that vrere de­
stroyed by a r t i l l e r y alone. Host of the weapons captured were found ' 
in caves and heavy revetments r . . l showed l i t t l e damage from bombard­
ment. I t should be kept in mind l i g h t a r t i l l e r y should not be 
given i any missions of des t ruct ion so If ng as the medium a:.. I heavy 
ba t ta l ions of Corps A r t i l l e r y are ava i lab le for that purpose. 

K Own losses: billed in action - k Officers - 11 Enlisted. 

Wounded in action 
and evacuated - 5 Officers - 5*+ Enlisted. 

Kissing in action - Hone. 
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Chapter VI* Comments and Beconraendationj}, 

S^l; Administrat ion. 

1 . This regiment entered phase I I I of the Okinawa campaign with 
an effect ive s t rength of one hundred and f i f t y nine (159) o f f i ce r s , i n ­
cluding eight (8) U, S. Navy, and two thousand three hundred and f i f t y 
seven (2357) en l i s ted , including f i f t y f ive (55) U. S. Havy. Daring 
t h i s stage three (3) o f f i c e r s and eighty eight e n l i s t e d were detached 
and t r ans fe r red . Daring t h i s stage t h i s regiment jo ineu .16) o f f i c e r s 
and two hundred and eighty e ight (288) en l i s t ed . At the end of phase 
I I I of the Okinawa campaign the ef fec t ive s trength of t h i s regiment was 
one hundred and f i f t y e igh t (158) o f f i c e r s , including e ight (S) V. S. 
iavy, and two thousand four hundred and twenty seven (2U27) en l i s t ed , 
including fo r ty seven (*+7) U. S. Eavy. Aggregate two thousand five hun­
dred and eighty five (2585). 

2 . Casual t ies susta ined during phase I I I of the operation were 
three (3) o f f i c e r s and nine (9) en l i s t ed k i l l e d in ac t i on , one ( l ) o f f i ­
cer and two (2) en l i s t ed died of wounds, f ive (5) o f f i c e r s and f i f t y 
four (5*0 e n l i s t e d wounded in action and evacuated, two (2) o f f i ce r s 
and forty f ive C+5) e n l i s t e d sick and evacuated. Seven (7) o f f i ce r s 
and seventy four (7^0 e n l i s t e d returned to duty during the period from 
sick or wounded. 

3 . Morale throughout the campaign continued excel lent with no 
v i s i b l e l a x i t y in the regiment, 

^» Mail, although continuing i r r e g u l a r in de l ive ry , was de l iv ­
ered in quant i ty comparable to that received in a "base s t a tu s and i s 
"believed sa t i s f ac to ry , The effort expended to place mail in, the hands 
of the t roops gives exce l len t re turns in morale, and the quanti ty of 
mail increased as the operat ion progressed, including a parcel pos t de­
l i v e r y . 

5 . The use of H e l d Administrative forms and Casualty Cards con­
t inued an exce l len t method of personnel administration in the f i e ld , and 
Division Change Sheets and Graves Regis t ra t ion Reports increased e f f i - 1 
ciency in the checking of evacuations and re turns to corby. 

6, Some d i f f i c u l t y was encountered in replacement handling, due 
to the fact that the One Section Administrative Group ( r e a r ) , o rd inar i ly 
responsible for personnel assignment, was unable to so assign rep lace- 1 
meats received during most of t h i s phase, these replacements "being turned 
over to the One Section forward d i r e c t l y from Division Forward Adminis­
t r a t i v e Group. As the Rear Section had "been geared pr imar i ly for t h i s 
duty, s^me confusion re su l t ed , dae again to -ooor communica-tion and d i s ­
tances . 

.511 



I 

irds con-
ad , and 
o f f i - i 

Jig, due 
l inari iy 
>lacc-
i g turned 
k i in i s -
p this- t 
id d i s -

Chapter VI: Comments and Recommendations. (Cont 'd ) . 
— _, — «*,.,-.;,-, 

S-2: Intelligence. 

1. Photo coverage was much b e t t e r for t h i s p a r t of the Operation. 
We s t i l l did not receive enough .photographs to' give each "battalion ade­
quate "photo coverage,, The appearance of mosaics grid,ded to correspond to 
the map were a great help to ae r ia l and forward observers . 

2, Our flash "base-operated with mixed success. I t i s lccommen-
ded that a l l f lash "base loca t ions he .es tab l i shed , coordinated, and con­
t ro l l ed by Corps A r t i l l e r y . In t h i s operat ion, f lash bases were run by 
both the Eleventh and Fi f teen th Marines with, l i t t l e o r no coordination be­
tween them. Counter-battery i s de f i n i t e l y a Corps mission since they a-
lono have the weapons and f a c i l i t i e s for the j o b , ' I t i s hoped tha t in 
future operat ions counter-bat tery wil l be. i n i t i a t e d , and run by Corps, co­
ordinating a l l moans end sources of information ava i l ab l e . 

THREE SBCTIQH 

1. Prom the experience gained in Phase I I I of the Okinawa'Opera­
t ion, the following comments and .recommendations are offered for future 
operations involving an A r t i l l e r y Regiment: 

a. I t i s recommended tha t t h e M-5' tractor be used as the 
prime-mover for the 105mm howitzer. Daring the pe r iod 
when there was continuous ra in , i t would have ''oacn im­
poss ib le to displace the ba t t a l i ons of t h i s Regiment i f 
the 27th Division Arty had not p l aced ' a t our disposal 
t h e i r K-5 t r a c t o r s . These t r ac to r s were also ca l led up­
on to haul ammunition for us when the 2*r-Ton 6x6 : s were 
unable to move on tho muddy roads. 

b . I t i s recommended tha t two Motor Carriage M29JC (Weasels) 
be included in the TBA for each b a t t a l i o n and Regimental 
Headquarters and,Service Bat tery . This vehicle would 
have proved i t s value during the heavy ra ins both for r e ­
connaissance missions,' Wire laying, and carrying the PO 
teams. 

POUR SECTION' 

1. Class I , 

a . Rations, milk, coffee, e t c . were ample but f r a i t and 
f ru i t j u i c e s were d i f f i c u l t to procure and seldom i s sued . 
Ration Accessory Packs were furnished a t regular i n t e r ­
va ls by Division and these proved highly s a t i s f ac to ry . 
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Chanter VI: Comments and Recommendations. (Conttd). 

U, The 1-Ton 4x4 Cargo Truck has "been found impractica'ble due • 
to limited cargo capacity and limitations during inclement 
weather. It is recommended that its use "be discontinued, 

5. The following is a proposed change of vehicles and trailers 
for an Artillery Regiment to insure mobility during all ty­
pes of weather and over all types of terrain: 
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Regt'l H&S Battery 
105mm Howitzer (3 Bns) 
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(firing Btry) 

155mm Howitzer (l Bn.) 
(H&3 Btry) ' 
(Firing Btry) 
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llote: It is recommended that the use of the trailer, IT, 
2-wheel cargo, "be discontinued and replaced "by the 
more rugged and durable IT K-10 Trailer. 

6. This change will greatly facilitate transportation within 
an Artillery Regiment and assure close support of the in­
fantry without recourse of "borrowing prime movers from 
other sources, 

7. It is further recommended that one (l) T33-l4 w/dozer "be 
furnished each firing "battery, pius one for Regimental 
Headquarters and Service Battery, making a tot J. of thir­
teen (13). In order to facilitate rapid displacement, 
thirteen (13) of the T3-i4 Trailers, machinery, 15 to IS 
ton, should he furnished, 

S. The present allowance of trucks 4-Ton Ux^, cargo and radio, 
is adequate. 

e. Camp Equipment - Ho comments. 

f. Hess Equipment - Ho comments. 

g. Chemical Supplies - Ho comments. 
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Chapter VI; Comments and Beconmendations. (Cont'd), 

3, Class III - Ho comments. . 

4> Class IV - ITo comments. 

5. Class. V - Ho comments. 

mLtkA 
3. B. LUCZSr, t 
Colonel, us;:c,, 
Commanding. 
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FIRST BATTALION, 
FIFTEENTH luiMNES, SIXTH I.'ARINB DIVISION, 

FLEET î JtlNE FORCE, 
IN TIE FIELD. 

26 June 1945. 

From: 
To 

object: 

Reference: 

The Commanding Officer. 

The Commanding Officer, Fifteenth Marines. 

Special Action Report, 

(a) Sixth I.arine Division GO-36. 
1. In compliance with reference (a) the Special Action Report 

for this battalion is forwarded herewith, 

Si 

R.'II. 1IE..STR0NG 
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FIRST DATT/LIOII, 
FIFTEENTH JARIIES, SIZT": PARIFE DIVISION, 

FLEET M/JHES FORCE, 
III TI53 FIELD. 

SPECIAL ACTION REPORT 

OILIHA:;A OPERATIOl?, Phase I I I 
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PIJ?ST BATTiUOH, 
PI?T3ffiTTH i:,:;lIl!ES, SIXTH I11UH3 DIVISION, 

FL.-SSI I. HIES FOIIC3, 
III THE v i l J ) . 

CCOT3KTS 

GEL .J-T.oil I . . . . . . . . . 

CLAPT.-S I I . , = - . . . . •• 

CIItiTEH I I I . . , . . . . . 

EL'I'TIiui I V . , . . . . , , . 

m v ".;rnvv'j T -
0 . U.J- i - W i t U • » a a a a a a a a 

a . '.TJ^i..':i..U,aXi 

..F30C5ISSS OF T O OFliULlMOF 

..SHEtST TACTICS 

. .SSJBA?3D aaSDI.TS OF OPSSliTIC 

a. COI OUTS ;!IL- aSCOI-J'SBDATICHS 
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CH&PTER I 

The purpose of this Special Action Report is to relate the activities 
( the battalion during Phase III of the Okinawa operation and to make re-
orjnendations based on experience gained during this period. 

The mission of the battalion rrns to support, directly or by fire alone, 
the advance of elements of the Sixth Karine Division from the Asa-Kara, to 
the southern end of ITaha, in the drive for Oroku peninsula, and in the cap­
ture of the Ara-Saki peninsula, 
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C:rMT2:l II 

tlU TASK 0:.lO'.:iJIZATIO!i 

1, The First Pr.t^alion, Fifteenth ; arines, coroanded by Hobert ::''. 
.urustrong, Lajor, U. St Larine Corps, consists of three firing batteries 
and Head-uarters and Service Battery. 

2. '": •'• teries are corc.̂ .nded as follows; 

"A11 Battery John J. O'Connor,. IstLt., TJT'ttR* 
;JC. C G©X-* • • i 

• 9 • • 

Janes II, Boyd, IstLt., PSL.CH 
Herbert T. Fitch, Captain, US GR "C 
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1 , JEE H.TTLE FOIl HiSfi. '• ' 

On 7 Lay t h e " b a t t a l i o n corxnander'.s r e c o n n a i s s a n c e p a r t y l e f t t h e 
ffirst B a t t a l i o n bivouac a r e a (TS 0990 K3) t o f i n d a p o s i t i o n a r e a from 
which i t could f i r e i n suppor t of t h e d i v i s i o n . Forward, o b s e r v e r s and 
Liaison o f f i c e r s l e f t t h e sane d a t e t o j o i n t h e 22nd l a r i n e s i n .b ivouac , 
the b a t t a l i o n being i n d i r e c t suppor t of t h a t r e g i m e n t . 

The b a t t a l i o n occupied a p o s i t i o n n o r t h of J a c h i n a t o a i r f i e l d (TS 
7077 D) on 0 l a y and r e g i s t e r e d a t 1700. I e a n v h i l e a forward swi t ch ing 
cen t ra l was e s t a b l i s h e d and be fo re n i g h t f a l l Ta re was i n t o a l l o b s e r v e r s . 

Beginning on 0 Hoy and c o n t i n u i n g th rough 20 l a y t h e b a t t a l i o n e;:3c-
utod a wide v a r i e t y of m i s s i o n s . I t f i r e d p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r a l l major a t t ­
acks by t h e 22nd l a r i n e s , f i r e d h a r r a s s i n g and. i n t e r d i c t o r y m i s s i o n s each 
night , and brought a r t i l l e r y on t a r g e t s of o p p o r t u n i t y . T a r g e t s i nc luded 
oa&jiy t r o o p s , t r u c k s , Op ' s , . au tomat i c we;.pons, a r t i l l e r y of a l l c a l i b e r s , 
end dumps, 

inuring t h e p e r i o d t h e i r s t b a t t a l i o n m a i n t a i n e d ' O p ' s w e l l f o r n r r d 
on the h i g h e s t a v a i l a b l e ground. The f i r s t 0J was s i t u a t e d on a r i d g e 
on tho n o r t h bank of t h e -sa-mawa, (TS 7674 t ; , t h e second, and t h e t h i r d 
on tho tops of h i l l s ove r look ing t h e i s a t o ' .liver and t h e Ci ty of 'iraha (TS 
7<:7o J t. 757c I t ) . The O P ' s , maimed 24 hours a day by o f f i c e r s and men of t h e 
b a t t a l i o n a idod by t h e o f f i c e r s of t h e a r t i l l e r y . b a t t a l i o n s - . o f t h e 27th 
.vivision, handled much of t h o r e g i s t r a t i o n fo 'rvthe r eg imen t , took under 
f i r e „.l]>*targGts i n t h e i r sone of o b s e r v a t i o n and d id c o n s i d e r a b l e f l a s h 
end sound-and-f lash r a n g i n g . A g r e a t d e a l of i n f o r m a t i o n concern ing enemy 
troop movements was gained from t h o 01" s . The i n f o r m a t i o n sont down on 
22 . ay t h a t a l l enemy t r o o p s observed d u r i n g t h e day had. boon heading 
south was ono of t h o e a r l y i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e enemy was abanding h i s 
Haha-Shuri- .onabaru l i n o . 

At 1600 on 20 J a y t h e b a t t a l i o n went o u t of d i r e c t sup o r t and i n t o 
i'icneral suppor t , r e i n f o r c i n g t h e f i r e s o f ' t h e Second P a t t a l i o n . On t h o 29 
th of l a y t h e b a t t a l i o n d i s p l a c e d t o t h e v i c i n i t y of j .achinato a i r f i e l d 
(TS 7o7S p ) , r e g i s t e r e d tab l^SO and resumed gene ra l s u p p o r t . 

I'roa 50 I/ay th rough .'.2 Jura t ho b a t t a l i o n was i n d i r e c t suppor t of t h o 
6 t h Tank b a t t a l i o n , but d id no f i r i n g ' f o r t h e t a n k s . 

During t h i s p e r i o d (0 l a v - 1 Juno) t h e b a t t a l i o n expended 57,o43 
rounds of . a a i u n i t i o n . 

2. TI3 "...TTLIii }PC.i OnOBU rMIHSULA. 

The b a t t a l i o n ".rent i n t o d i r e c t suppor t of t h e 4 th I ^.r ines on 3 
L no, Porirard o b s e r v e r s , were d i s p a t c h e d t o t h e i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n s on 

;U-s date and an OP was e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h o c i t y of ITaha a t {Tri 7"71 H) 

j - . & 4 Juno t h e b e t t ; l i o n roinCorood by l e t h l a r i n o s , 11 th P a r i n o s , 
tl -^pi i ib ious Corps nC. 27th i v i s i o n a r t i l l e r y f i r e d a p r o - l a n d i n g 
QJ^t^'i''-::c^on - o r ~^10 4 t h i . a r i n o s . . . f t e r t h e lamd..ng t h e b a t t a l i o n f i r e d . 

Cc-rget3-'"of o p p o r t u n i t y i n t h o p a t h of t h o advance of t h o i n f a n t r y . 
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On 7 Juno a t 1045 the Fourth Bat ta l ion took over d i r ec t support of the 
4th 1 ar ines to permit displacement of the F i r s t Bat ta l ion to the c i t y of 
ITaha (TO 7471 J ; . The b a t t a l i o n resumed i t s d i r e c t support mission a t 2000 
7 June. 

On 0 June an F was set up i n "aha (78 7570 L) with observation over 
the base of the peninsula, whence counter-bat tery f i r e had been received. 
The followir-; day, another OF was es tabl ished on.high ground on the penin­
su la , (T 7 2US \ry. • 

On 13 Juno the batbal ion ent out of d i r e c t support of the 4th 1 arines 
and a l l observers were withdrawn. 

The b a t t a l i o n displaced to the v i c i n i t y of Itoman (TS 7463 F.) on 14 jun 
and remained under regimental control u n t i l the end of the Oroku Peninsula 
phase on 10 June, 

During t h i s phase, (3-16 June; the battalion" expended 15,203 rovnds of 
ammunition. 

, 

3. CiJtfO. OF i * S £ X I 331IIlTr:TJLA 

On 17 Juno the battalionwent into direct support of the Gth Tank 
Battalion, but did no firing for the tanks. 

The. battalion wont out of direct support of the 6th Tank Battalion on 
10 June, and into direct support of the 4th Farxnes, Forward observers 
and liaison officers joined the battalions of the Fourth. 

During this period the battalion, in addition to firing on targets of 
opportunity, initiated seven T.O.T.'s on remaining enemy strong points and 
assembly areas. 

The First Battalion "'.rent out of direct support of the 4th ] "arines on 
20 Juno. The last round was fired at 0940, 20 Juno. 

During this period (17-20 Juno) the battalion expended 6,134 rounds of 
ammunition* 

4. Communications 

A. ire Communications 
(1) Faha Campaign 

hen the battalion moved into position at 7077 D on 0 lay, a 
Switching central was established in the 22nd 5 arines CF in 777F; there line!] 
..ere laid to this central from the battalion. Forward observer lines wore i 
taken over from the 11th marines and placed into the central. All FO's DM 

LnOs had wire by night. 
On tho morning of the Sth, the central was moved to 7676c:, and t 

three trunks extended to this point. FO's laid new lines back to the contra 
and the 11th j arines linos were abandoned. During the night of the 9th, I 
trunks were shelled out in 7676-', and Qj on the morning of the. 10th two 
additional trunks were laid from the battalion by an alternate route. jLI 
no time thereafter in this phase was communication lost with the forward 
central. 

On 10 Fay an additional central was established in 7675:1 to serve the 
battalion OP and "B" forward linos. t the same time an additional centra 
was sot up at 7575F to serve all other forward linos. 

On tho morning of 12 lay the central at 75751! was secured and moved 
across tho Fsa ; a. a, to 7574G, (The location of the 3rd'Battalion';, 22nd 
marines CP '.#. Six lines wore laid across the river at different poin 
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j loss of a l l l inos from she l l ing . By night a l l FO's and LnOs 'were 
trved from t h i s now c e n t r a l , except the Pogimental Liaison Officer . In 
ua -ftornoon of the 12th, 3 l inos wore l a id to the ba t t a l i on OP es tab-s 

tho rshod at 74-73F. During the next several days shel l ing was very heavy i n 
this area, and i t proved necessary to lay addi t ional a l t c rna to l i ne s to a l l 

l i - ison officers* For example* i n i t i a l l y two l i ne s were l a i d to nB" ,at 
lic'ison Officer (7573 I) v ia the road through 7574S and 7573.0. These l i : 

r 0 shelled out the night of the 12th; on the lo th , two addi t ional l i n 
•ore la id v ia the ro,.d junct ion i n 7573 I , .By ear ly morning of the 14th 

nil four oi" those l ines were shelled out* An addi t ional l ine was l a id d: 

t t e r y 
l inos 

ncs 

direct^ ..11 
lY overland to the position. Thereafter communication was novor lost to 
Licison in this position, but each night at least two lines wo e shelled 
out. 

On 15 lay, the central at 7676S, retained for trouble shooting purposes, 
-,.-, s secured, and a now central was established at 75730, to serve FO's more 
satisfactorily, and to prepare for the advance into JJaha. Continued heavy 
shelling of linos continued, especially on the night of 19 Pay. 

On 27 Pay*, FOs moved into Nana; when they reached the Paha estuary» ''ho 
linos wore approximately 6 miles in length. On 29 I ay, the battalion was 
rcliovod from direct support, and forward lines turned over to the Second 
Battalion. 

(2) Oroku .:. oninsula 
On ;;uno 2, preparatory to d i r e c t support of the 4th marines'- land­

ing on 0r;ku peninsula, a switching Cv,ntrvl was es tabl ished on the estuary 
in Paha, a t 7371S, ..nd f ive l i n e s l a i d from the b a t t a l i o n pos i t ion , now 
7676L, portions of the old forward l i n e s being u t i l i z e d . On the morning of 
4 Juno, 5 l ines wore l a i d across the Uaha ostuary supported by masts of ships 
sunk in tho harbor. These l i n e s were extended to the 4th-Parinos CP es tab­
lished at 71710 following the landing ear ly in the morning. J switching 
Oontral was es tabl ished a t t h i s poin t , and by mid-afternoon a l l F0 .̂nd LnO 
linos were t i e d in to the c e n t r a l . On 6 June, the cent ra l was moved to 
7170R, s i t e of the new 4th Farines OP, and now d i r e c t . l ines la.id to t h i s ' 
_oint from the estuary crossing i n Paha. 

On 6 June, the b a t t a l i o n displaced to Uaha, and l i ne s wore l a id bo-
t'oon the now pos i t ion (75713) and tho cent ra l i n 73718. 

On 3 Juno, a new cent ra l was establ ished a t 7269E, to servo a l l u n i t s 
except regimental l i a i s o n . On 9 Juno, the cen t ra l a t 7170?t was secured 
and reestablished a t 71o0j, the loca t ion of the now 4th Farines CP. On 13 
Juno, the ba t t a l i on wont out of d i r ec t support; aforwardtlines were secured; 
and on 14 June tho b a t t a l i o n displaced to Ibomoja, 

(3) . ra-Saki ;. ^ninsula 
On 10 June, the ba t t a l i on went into d i r ec t support of tho 4th purines 

^s the l a t t e r moved south to resume the a t tack south of Itoman. switching 
ontral ,/as establ ished i n 7361J and four l i ne s l a id to t h i s point from the 

PFjtalion. in the afternoon l inus were s ta r ted forward i n 'oroparation for 
™j jump-off °f FOs and LnOs tho next morning. On tho morning of tho 19th, 
* t caporary cen t ra l was establ ished a t 74oOV, and FOs l a id from t h i s point 
th ^° c o m P L - n i ° s "to which thoy woro attached wont in to tho l i n e s . Later i n 
n • * • ? l c oont1--! "'as moved forward to 7459y", and a l l f orward l i n e s t i ed in -

,, 1^t •'•ho centra l remained a t t h i s point u n t i l the b a t t a l i o n w.s secured 
0 ^ t c rnoon of the 19th. 

(4) Conclusions 
(a) In g»neral wi.ro communis t i on was v~ry sa t i s fac tory during tho 
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period. Lines'wore kept in oporc.tion to FOs end LnOs a high percentage of. 
the timet All communication. t« forward units was lost only three times, • 
end thon for short periods, during the 50 day period. l?o trou-ble was ox- ' 
periencod with local battalion linos; on only" two occasions did gun-com­
puter -lines go out, and at no time was wire communication-lost with a 
battery. 

(b) The basic battalion wire system, involving use of FDC switchboard 
forward switching centrals, Y/110 wire by FOs, and a single lino serving . 
both FOs whenever possible, proved to bo satisfactory. Only by employment 
of these features is it possible,to maintain wire communication to forward 
oloments, 

(c) Tho principal difficulties encountered wore: 
a. Shelling out of linos. 
b. Impassable roads, and closing of roads for repair. 
c. The long distance botwoon battalion and front lines during 

most of tho period. 
. d. Heavy rains, which caused failuro of telephones and switch­

boards from moisture. 

3. Radio Communication. 
1, Use . During this .hasc, radio was used ; s a socondary moans of 

communication. All FO and LnO sots wore operated on one channel; FOs and 
LHOs socurod their sots when they had wire communication. A continous watch 
was operated on tho FDC sot oven when all forward stations wore secured, 

2, Both 600 and 610 radios gave excellent results, 610 failures woro 
less frocjuont than during earlier phases; the chief cause was shorting of 
battery box cables, 600 failuros woro extremely few, although great difficult 
tios iraro encountered in keeping tho vehicles in operating condition. All 
liaison officers iroro supplied with SOOs, as well as 610s, whenever road 
conditions pormittcd. 

3, TCS operation was satisfactory. TBZ's woro not used. 
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CHAPTER IV 

•':•• ENSIT TACTICS 
j Enemy Artillery 

protracted obsorvation, both ground and air, of enemy artillery'fire 
by men and officers of the First Battalion, brought to light certains facts 
concerning the enemy's employment of artillery. 

. (a) Enemy obsorvation, principally from the Shuri hill mass and tho 
Oroku ridge line, was excellent. During tho critical phase of tho battle 
of Nc.ha, the highest ground in tho area was in enemy hands end the enemy 
had a great deal of artillery, ranging in size from 20 mm to 0-inch and in 
velocity from anti-tank guns to spigot mortars which could bo brought to 
bcc.r on our troops and installations. 

(b) The enemy rarely massed his artillory, although on -two occasions 
2 to 4'guns were seen firing simultaneously on one target. 

(c) The enemy's artillery activity, except during counter-attacks, was 
confined to early morning and early evening with only sporadic firing during 
tho rest of tho day. 

(d) Enemy use of time fire was limited and usually ineffective-in the 
zone of observation of tho battalion. 

(o) ̂ ho uso of direct fire by both DP guns and heavy artillery against 
troops in the division forward areas was noted, and seemed very offoctivo 
while it lasted. However, this method of fire was .hazardous to tho enemy, 
due to the fact that muzzle flashes -were picked up and guns silenced by 
counter battery. 

(f) Several Japanese gun positions noted by the OP's were protected 
and concealed to such a extent that their fields of fire were very limited, 
Frcsumably those pieces, which wore almost impossible to hit, wore sited 
to fire on strategic points only, as for example, the bridge across the Asa-
Kcwa, In addition, many instances of camouflage nets and gun locations 
which actually hindered the efficiency of any firing wore observed. It was 
noted that some guns emplaccd only during firing, then immediately pullod 
back to the cover of nearby cave positions. Dumuy emplacements vrarc sot up 
no;.r many gun positions, 

(g) The QP's reported that some terrain features were brought under 
fire time after time while others, equally lucrative targets, vroro seldom 
if over touched, 

(h) An abnormal percentage of duds, increasing as tho operation progres­
sed, was reported throughout the period, 

(i) The enemy's OP discipline was excellent; very little move cnt on 
OGQiaanding ground was observed, 

(j) Enemy anti-aircraft fire seemed well controlled, Fire was brought 
to boar on observation planes working for the battalion only when tho ob­
server's vision was obstructed by the tail of the plane. Small arms AA was 
euployod only when enemy troops know they had boon observed, 

(k) Tho quality of ca.pturod Japanese optical instruments, such as tho 
B»C. scopes on which the battalion's OP's chiefly relied, illustrates tho 
eacinyis emphasis on ground observation, 

(1) It was noted that the enemy's artillory did not open up whon ob-
^^tion planes vroro in the vicinity, 

. W It was noted on many occasions tho enemy did not destroy his art-
;-cry as ho retreated. Guns, some still equipped with sights, and with 
-munition at hand, vroro found by tho infantry ...s they advanced. 
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(n) Rockot launchers wore found on Oreku.Peninsula, Tho launcher con­
sisted of two SBit-.ll-gc.ugo rails, approximately 10 foot long ...nd 10 inches 
apart, cmplaccd in a cave at about 60° aaglo from tho horizontal. There w C 8 

no means of traverse or olovation except shifting the track. Tho field of 
fire of the weapon was very limited. 

Though tho fragmentation of the rockot was relatively slight and causod 
few casualties, tho concussion offect was very groat. In addition, the rockot 
possesses a definite psychological value, as when it is discharged, it 
makes a screaming noiso, 

Rocket launchers aro difficult targets for artillery since they are aa» 
placed in small-mouth caves,-and in defilade, 

II Lavement 

A large part of personnel movement in tho zone of observation of tho 
battalion was done botwoon dusk and dawn. Continous activity, however, was 
observed in certain key locations in each sector throv.ghout tho day. Such 
activity seamed to continue despite U. S. artillery, mortar or small arms 
fire. During artillery and mortal" barrages by tho division enemy troops 
were soon to take advantage of the noaros.t cover, wait for the end of the • 
barrage and finally withdraw into caves and dugouts, jincmy soldiers woro 
often soon to use footpaths rather than main roads, thereby making them-1 

selves less conspicous. On tho whole enemy porsonnol confined tho main 
part of their troop 'movements to tho hours of d. rkness and placed groat 
emphasis on cover and concealment at all times. 
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'•TO OBI,, 

CILPTER V 

iHfill. TED RESULTS OF OrSLTlOlTS 

(1) --roc. secured 
(a) uuring the period of 8 lay - 3 Juno tho ba t t a l i on supported 

the 22nd i ..rinos in securing t h e i r zone of ac t ion along tho -,/cst coast 
from tho Asa-Eaa/a through llaha. 

(b; The 4th Larincs vroro supported by tho b a t t a l i o a from 4 June 
through 12 Juno i n tho landing on rnd the securing of Orcku peninsula. 

(c) Prom 18 Juno t o 21 Jtmoithc b a t t a l i o n d i roc t l y supported tho 
| th - r.rinos as they secured t h e i r sector from i/u-ivangc. x'idgo to tho t i p of 
the Arc-Salci peninsula. ( ' 

(2) Enemy casua l t i e s 
(a) Killed 

(1) Small arms 
(2) artillery 

(b) Capturod 

14 
"o estimate mado 
23 

(3) Operational material damage to onomy. 
The follovdng are confirmed as having boon destroyed or 
of the battalion: 

god by the fire 

1 Fuol dump 
3 la.chine guns 
2 i ort,- rs 
1 47 mm gun 
1 S" gun 
1 rocket launcher 
1 75 mm gun 
1 20 mm DP 
3 trucks 

destroyed 
do 
do 
do 

damaged 
destroyed 

do 
do 
do 

(4) own lo£ 

(a) Killed in action 
(b) Wounded in action and evacuated 
(o) i'.issing in action 

8 
25 
0 
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CHAP îH VI 

Coraments end recommendations 

S-l 

It is recommended that prior to oporc.tions battalion S-l's bo given I 
schooling by Division in the proper method of prop, ring rocor ondations 
for citations and avjr.rds, 

I I S-2 

A» laintonanco of OP's 

I t i s recommended tha t regiment e s t ab l i sh and maintain Op's i n the 
Division zone of t .c t ion for f l a sh , and sound-and-flash r\ nging work, usin;-
tho regimental f lash-ranging soction supplemented by personnel from the 
b a t t a l i o n s . All computing and fo r )p lo t t ing should bo done a t the Dogimontc.l 
FUG by the counter-bat tery off icer and h is team; communications should bo 
d i r e c t , by wire and rad io , bet. aen s t a t ions and regimental FDC. 

During the drive for Uc.ha, the best Op's were cs tabl iP .od by the 
ba t te l ions and most of t h e counter-bat tery work was done by the d i r ec t 
support b a t t a l i o n s , which worp not pr spared to perform t h i s task efficiently 
duo to lack of equipment and tisne. It- i s fur ther recommended tha t one 
bat tery of 155mm ho-uitzors bo ros^rv^d ...t night for counter-bat tery f i r e . 

B. i-hoto Coverage 

(1) i-hoto coverage, and the d i s t r i b u t i o n of photographs, WL S greatly 
improved ever the f i r s t two phases, T'owovor, i n some ins tances , photos 
wovo so outdated tha t the area covered was i n f r iendly hands by t h e time 
they wore d i s t r i b u t e d . 

(2) The r a t i o of d i s t r i b u t i o n of l a t e photographs between infantry 
and a r t i l l e r y was not considered o ru i t ab lo . I t i s strongly recommended 
t h a t d i r e c t sup-ort ba t t a l i ons be furnished as ample a supply as possible. 

I I I S-3 

; . Transfer Limits 

It was found that when using a Hap restituted from a mosaic ouch 
as the ,.lyukyu-;letto, 1-25,000, the transfer limits t.s laid down in Pi o-40 
arc too brov.d, dro to photo distortion, 

B. ^reparations 

(1) Against the Japanese, the basi^ of whoso defense is subterranean 
Installations, it was found that Se-60 minute preparations wore not effi­
cient because the enemy simply holed up for the dur. tion of the prep, ration 

Towards the end of the ph. so, the b.ttalion favored the use of 
TOT,' as preparations, in an attempt to catch the onompout of his holes : ^ \ 
a gi eat mass f fire. As an elaboration two, or even t'lree TOT' s wore fiX̂ j 
at varying intervals prior to the attacks, the last one ju J ..s t'-.e infaaw 
started to move, 

(2) ::eldom during the entire phase did the infantry ,ump off on 
the schedule ahich had been given the artillery. It is felt that it i* 
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' ,"e idea we l l ahead of t ime of t h e a r ea t o be covered by f i r e , can normal ly 
TOT p r e p a r a t i o n i n a v o r y s h o r t t i n e , and f i r e i t a t t h e i n f a n t r y ' s BOB 

arrange 
command. 

C. C o u n t e r - b a t t e r y 

I t was noted i n many i n s t a n c e s t h a t t h e enemy would u s e h i s 
a r t i l l e r y a t n i g h t only so long as he was not f i r e d on i n r e t u r n . I t i s 
recommended t h a t vrhen an enemy p i e c e or b a t t e r y opens u p , even i t i t cannot 
1e d e f i n i t e l y l o c a t e d , our a r t i l l e r y immediate ly f i r e i n r e t u r n , i n t h e 
reneral v i c i n i t y i f no b e t t e r i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e , 

D« Equipment , . . 

The most v a l u a b l e i n s t r u m e n t u sed by t h e b a t t a l i o n on i t s 01 •• s ••.res 
a 20-power Japanese B.C. scope . .Another i n s t r u m e n t put t o good u s e vras t h e 
new .m^y »*G* scope . 
• u a l i t v be made a v a i l a b l e t o t h e b a t t a l i o n s f o r Oi'p work. 

I t i s s t r o n g l y recommended t h a t i n s t r u m e n t s of t h i s 

.:;. I t i s recommended t h a t a l l hands i n t h e D i v i s i o n be i n s t r u c t e d 
in the p r e c a u t i o n s a g a i n s t enemy o b s e r v a t i o n which should be adhered t o a t 
a l l times on t h e 01 ' c i n t h e D i v i s i o n zone. 

t* A i r s p o t 

It is recommended that observation planes come on station prompt­
ly at dawn, and remain until dark because, as has been noted,.- the presence 
of our observation planes served to discourage enemy artillery. ... lso, it 
is urged that W o planes be on station during the early morning, so that 
each battalion nay register thoroughly and fire in its preparations. 

6. survey , 

(1) hen the Hegiment displaces, it would expedite the survey operatic: 
for the battalions if the regimental urvey section would locate initial 
points in the vicinity of the various battalion position areas and notify 
the bc.ttalion Survey officers of their location prior to the displacement. 
Invariably regimental survey control reached the battalions after their 
respective position areas surveys had been completed. ,J-'hus, the regimental 
wordinates served as a check on the inspected coordinates used by the 
battalions rather than as the basis for the battalion surveys; and, unless 
a large error were noted, no change was made on '.he. firing chart,, 

II. Communic; tions 

(1) iersonnei 

Then t h e " a t t a l i o n i s ir-... ( a ) i r e pe r sonne l i s e n t i r e l y inadequa te 
• r e ° t suppor t . I t was neces sa ry t o o b t a i n a d d i t i o n a l p e r s o n n e l from t h e 

t^ -e ra l suppor t b a t t a l i o n s . Twenty-f ive a d d i t i o n a l wiremen f o r t h e b a t -
of 1 0 ^ - 0 V e r p r e s e n t T /O a lowance i s neces sa ry f o r thorough main tenance 

d i r e c t suppor t b a t t a l i o n w i r e sys tem. 
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(b) Radio operators showed much improvement over previous phrse 
due to practice received therein. The need'for care-ful training of oper_ j 
ators prior to combat must be emphasised. 

(c) Absence of CP promotions continued to -manifest i.'self in 
difficulties of control, lowered mor. le, and lack of inducement for newly 
trained non-CA personnel to stay .in eommunie tion work. 

(2) Equipment 

(a§ Shortages ./ere as indicated in the action report on the first 
phases. Also, for prolonged direct support, 20 phones in addition tc.T/o 
allowances are necessary. 

(b) The method of employment of 70 teams from other battalions; 
namely, attaching one such toan to ec-ch A;-Liaison group, and employing 
the battalion's ovm officers for all liaison duties,, aided communi-cation, 
in contrast to the -procedure followed in earlier, phases, in which officers 
from other battalions were used for liaison duties. 

(c) tandardization of nomenclature of '̂ O's and LnCs among the 
battalions is highly desirable, 

(3) The following conclusions rrere reached in reg. rd to operation 
of the forward wire system; 

(a) SwitehingT-cê tiPalisImuBt jaotc-.be more.'.'taanrl.romilesbapart if 
trouble shooting is to be efficient. ....'•* 

(b) Five lines to the central from the battalion are necessary 
if communication is to bo assured. 

(c) here shelling is heavy, alternate routes rust be used for 
the various trunks, or one shell may destroy all communication. 

(d) All lines must bo overloaded, by poles if necessary, 
(e) Ire vehicles should receive real priority on roads. 
(f) hen time is available and the direction of the following 

day's attack known, it is recommended that battalion wire teams lay lines 
forward of the switching central ahead of time, as an aid to the liaison 
officer. 

IV S-4 

(1) plass I 

(a) ilationss Rations -./are adequate in ruantity but not entirely 
suitable for galley use. The grecter pro-portion of rations issued during 
third phase of tho campaign consisted of ;;C" and "10-in-l". This battalj 
had its galleys built by the second day of the phase and was in a positij 
to use rations from then until the end of the campaign* '''lu-in-l1' ration 

•frA 

I 

\ 

and "C" rations were broken down and an endeavor was made to uso these 
rations as ;:B" rations. The ;'iO-in«l" ration is not entirely satisf&cto 
when used in this manner. The most important shortage was of fruit and . 
fruit juices; neither was issued during tho entire phase, despite the f£°l 
that at least 30 of the battalion personnel were forward throughout tbo_ 
phase. It is recommended that :iB" rations be carried and issued -..hen visa* 
on future operations. 
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(b) "Tater; A critical water shortage existed during the middle of 
-phase, due to road conditions and immobility of transportation. A bat~ 

\ionl0cerated water purification unit would have alleviated this shortage 
*j saved transportation for more vital purposes. This iteta should be added 
to the' tablVbr alToV'ances. 

(2) Class__II_ 

Transportation: 

The vehicles used by the battalion held up exceptionally well. 
Ilor-ever there was a marked inadequacy of spare parts of all types of vehicles. 
It is recommended that more spare parts be brought and that higher echelons 
be better e, uipped to make fourth and fifth echelon repairs,. 

(!j) Class_V 

(a) Basic transportation, supplemented by transportation from the 
battalions, was used exlusively in hauling ammunition. Since all A.S.i'.'s 
vere a great distance from the position, the battalion transportation faci­
lities wero strained, particularly during the heavy rains, before the roads 
were repaired. It is strongly rocoirm.ended that A.S.P.'s be set up as far 
forward as is consistent with safety. 

(b) It is also recommended that either regiment or division main­
tain control over five units of fire at all times, in order that the bat­
talions may drew ammunition as it is needed, rather than on a schedtile which 
can seldom be adhered to. 

(B) Ordnance 

(1) Some t rouble was encountered with s ights clouding up due to 
condensation. I t i s recommended t h a t the T /0 allow one Instrument Repair­
man per howitzer b a t t a l i o n , so tha t op t ica l instruments may be cleaned and 
repaired during the course of the operat ion. 

(2) Supply of spare pa r t s was inade. uate, . 
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ilKP/rtd 
Ser: 

•TOCKD BATTALION, 
FP-TTITTH IIAJUHE.*, SIXTH MARINE DIVISION, 

FEEST MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC, 
HI THE FIELD. 

27 June, 1945. 

From: 
To: 

The Conrianding Officer. 
The Commanding Officer, Fi f teenth Marines. 

Subject: Speoial Action Report. 

Reference: (a) Sixth ferine Division GO-36. 
(b) Sixth Marine Division SO-154.. 

1. In compliance with reference (b) the Special Action 
ReDort for t h i s b a t t a l i o n i s forwarded herewith. 

>. 

s 
/ 1 

'/O J /Sj. h ' 
NAT M. PACE. 
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SECOND BATTALION, 
PIFTSUTH MARINES, SIXTH MARINE DIVISION, 

FI2S3T Umm FORCE, PACIFIC, 
B THE FIELD. 

fPECIAL ACTION HEPOHT 

PHASE I I I 
0K3TAWA OPERATION 
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Chapter I 

GENFML 

1. See Phases I and I I . 
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Chapter II 

THE TASK. ORGANIZATION 

1. Second Battalion, Fifteenth Marines, 

Commanding Officer. 

Nat M. PACE, Major, #MC. 

a. Dog Bat te ry , Commanding Officer, 
Henry C. SCHLOŜ ER, F i r s t Lieutenant, UFMCR. 

b . Easy Bat te ry , Commanding Officer, 
Joseph A. EDWARDS, F i r s t Lieutenant, USMCR. 

c . Fox Bat te ry , Commanding Officer, 
John L. NOONAN, Captain, U.CMCR. 

d. Headquarters & Service Bat te ry , Commanding Officer, 
Henry KUDLKK, Commissioned Warrant Officer, USMCR. 
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Chapter t i l 

PROGRESS OF THE OPERATION 

L. The Bat t l e for Naha. 

On 11 M-y the Second Ba t ta l ion , Fi f teenth Marines, d i s ­
placed from i t s bivouac arep near Chibana t o Target Square 7677 TD'N. 
registration was completed by 1615 and the ba t t a l i on assumed general 
support of the F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , F i f teenth Marines, supporting the Twenty-
Second Marines. On the morning of 14 May the ba t t a l i on assumed d i r e c t 
support of the Twenty-Ninth Marines which s t a tus was maintained through 
19 May. Heavy f i ^ e , averaging more than 1500 rounds d a i l y , was del ivered 
during t h i s period. 

From 21 through 27 Hay the b a t t a l i o n was in d i r e c t support 
of the Sixth Tank Ba t t a l i on . A l i a i son off icer and two forward observers 
in tanks were sent forward. Although ra in and mud rendered tanks ine f f ec t ­
ive for several days t h i s arrangement proved highly successful when the tanks 
were able to operate . The ba t t a l i on completed i t s rnrt in the Bat t le for 
Naha by supporting the Twenty-Second Marines as i t swept through Naha 
and drove eas t along the north bank of the Kokuba es tuary . 

2. The Bat t le for Oruku Peninsula. 

On 3 June the ba t t a l i on displaced to T.c„7472 LSNO in Naha 
fror> which posi t ion i t supported the landing on Oruku Peninsula. In 
direct support of the Twenty-Ninth Marines from 4 t o 6 June the b a t t a l i o n 
fired on caves, strong po in t s , and numerous weapons re ta rd ing the advance 
On 6 June the' b a t t a l i o n assumed d i r e c t support of the Twenty-Second Mar­
ines which s t a tu s continued to 12 June. During t h i s period as t ha .d iv ­
ision closed in on the l a s t Docket of r es i s t ance on the neninsula many 
enemy troops were caught in the open and f i red upon. Preparat ions for 
morning "jump offs" were del ivered with good e f fec t throughout t h i s per ­
iod. The posi t ion occupied in Naha was subjected to infreruent small 
arras and a r t i l l e r y f i r e from Oruku Peninsula r e s u l t i n g in one casual ty 
a"d no damage t o ma te r i e l . 

3. The Capture of Ara Saki Peninsula. 

fired 
The b a t t a l i o n displaced t o T.S. 7364 STY on 15 June and 

numerous missions while in general support of I I I Corps A r t i l l e r y , 
^ Fourth Ba t t a l ion , F i f teen th Marines, and ' the Sixth Marine Division 
soectively u n t i l the end of the campaign on 21 June. Time-on-target 
scions were frequent as the remnants of the enemy forces wore compressed 

n the southern t i p of the i s l and . • 

:^C 
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Ch-pter I I I , PaOQZflV* OF THE OPE.MTION (Cont 'd) . 

4. Recapitulation of s t a tu s diiring Phase I I I . 

11 - 13 
H - 19 

20 
21 - 27 
28 May • 

2 
3 

4 - 6 
7 - 1 2 

13 - U 
15 - 16 
17 - 19 
20 - 21 

Jky, 
May, 
Hay, 
May, 

June, 
June, 
June, 
June, 
June, 
June, 
June, 
June, 

general support F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , Fi f teenth M^riae 
d i r e c t support Twenty-Ninth Marines, 
general support F i r s t Ba t t a l ion , F i f teenth Marine 
d i r e c t support Sixth T^nk Ba t ta l ion . 

d i r e c t support Twenty-Second Marines. 
general support .Sixth Marine Divis ion. 
d i r e c t support, Twenty-Hinth Marines. 
d i r e c t support, Twenty-Second Marines. 
general support Sixth Marine Divis ion. 
general support I I I Corps A r t i l l e r y . 
general support Fourth Ba t t a l ion , F i f teenth Marine! 
general support Sixth Marine Divis ion. 

m 
Ch 

Total days direct support — 28 
. .- Total days general support - 14. 

5, Survey, Fire Adjustment, Fire Direction, and Organization 
for Combat and TnCt,ical Employment. 

6 . 

See Phases I and I I . 

Liaison. 

a. The importance of e f fec t ive l i a i son between the d i r e c t 
support a r t i l l e r y ba t t a l i on and the supported infant ry regiment and 
b a t t a l i o n s was cont inual ly evident during t h i s phase. All the minor 
d e t a i l s of each preparat ion and har rass ing mission as desired by the 
infant ry b a t t a l i o n s r/ere organized by the regimental l i a i son of f icer andl 
relayed to the b a t t a l i o n f i r e d i rec t ion center . I t was found t h a t prep-* 
a ra t ions should commence on s ignal from the infant ry b a t t a l i o n s themselves 
Otherwise the ef fec t iveness was l o s t because of delayed "jump-offs." I 

7 . Communications, Observation, and Personnel. : 

a. See Phases I and I I . 

8. Ammunition •cupply. 

a. Number of rounds expended or l o s t due to enemy ac t ion . 
M4S - 27,952 

> M54- - 5,847 ". 
WP - 2,386 
HEAT - ':' 0 ':.• 
BE 657 
TOTAL 36,842 

b . Methods and Problems of Supply, Storage, and Packaging. 
1. See Phases I and I I . 

c . lie commended Changes in u/f, New Types Desi:. 
1 . See Phases I and I I . 

and 

be 

• 



Chnpter III," P.30GiES.' OF TIJE* OPERATION (Cont 'd) . 

ith M* 

ith Marines 

9. 

nth Marines 

nizatiom 

i r ec t 
and 
inor 
the 

ice'r andl 
at prep— 
themselves 
fs.» '• 

Motor Transportation. 

a. Number and type of combat vehicles used. 

3 Trucks, 2-g- ton^ 6x6, cargo, S.W.B. 
4 Trucks, 2-g- ton, 6x6, cargo, 
8 Trucks, 2-g- ton, 6x6, dump.. 
9 Trucks, 1 ton , 4x4, cargo. 
9 Trucks, •£• ton , 4x4, cargo. 
5 Trucks, •£• ton , 4x4, radio-equipped, SCR-608. 
2 Trucks, •£ ton, 4x4, radio-equipped, TCS. 
2 T r a i l e r s , water, 2 wheel, 300 g a l . cap. 
3 T r a i l e r s , 1 ton , 2 wheel, cargo. 
4 T r a i l e r s , •£ ton , 2 wheel, cargo. -

b . Number of days -ba t t l e employment. Forty-two (42). 
c . Number and type damaged beyond r epa i r or l o s t . 

1 Truck, 1 ton , 4x4, cargo, ( s t o l e n ) , 
1 Truck, i ton , 4x4, radio equipped, SCRf-608 

(destroyed by enemy she l l f i r e ) . 

d . Malfunctions, explain in d e t a i l . 

1. See Phases I and I I . 

e . Pr inc ip le items of maintenance d i f f i c u l t y . 

1. See Phases I and I I . 

f. Adequacy of Spare Par t s and Accessories. 

1. See Phases I and I I , 

t ion. 

iging. 

g. Recommendations as to modifications of ex i s t i ng types 
and for new types . 

1 . I t i s recommended t h a t the Army tyre M-5 Prime Mover 
be adopted t o replace the 2g- ton^ 6x6, prime mover. 

10. 

a. 

b . 

Materiel used. 

Number, type, and caliber, of weapons used. 

1 . See Phases I and I I . 

Number of days b a t t l e employment. 

1. Forty-two (42) . 
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c . 

d. 

e. 

PBOGI^S* OF. THE OPERATION (Cont 'd) . 

Number, t ype , and ca l ibe r of weapons l o s t . 

7 Carbines',' c a l , .30. 

Malfunctions, explain in d e t a i l . 

' 1 . None, • ' . . . , 

Adequacy of Spare Par t s and Accessories. 

1 . 'See Phases I and I I . ' 

f. Ite commendations as to modifications of ex i s t ing types 
and for new typos . 

11. 

12. 

13. 

a. 

a. 

1. See Phases I and II. 

Training Deficiencies. 

See Phases I and II. 

Maps and Photos. 

Supply of maps and photos was adequate. 

Enemy Action agrinst our Artillery. 

a. Small arms and counter battery fire was received. Damage 
in both cases was negligible to personnel and equipment. Land mines 
were encountered in two of the three positions occupied. Infiltration 
was attempted without success. 

14-. Supply. 

a. Adequacy of all types of mounting out supplies. 

1. See Phases I and II, 

b. Adequac3'- of re supply. 

1, Resupply in Class II was inadequate. Critical items 
such as soap, clothing, -towels, blankets, and spare parts for vehicles 
were not readily obtainable. The soap allowance was not sufficient for 
cleaning guns, washing clothes, and galley use. Toilet soap issued in 
the emergency ration component was inadequate. 
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Chapter I I I , PB0G35SS OF THE 0PE3ATICW (Cont 'd) . 

15, Summary of Ammunition Expenditure by item. 

a. IMS - 27,887 
M54 - 5,824 
WP - 2,374 
BE - 657 ' 

b . 

types 

, Damage 
lines 
;ration 

1 items 
h i d e s 
ent for 
ued in 

16. 

17. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Cal. .30 Carbine : 367 
Cal. .30 AP and Tracer 1800 
Fragmentation Hand Grenades 26 • 

Summary of Ammunition Expenditure by Type of Fire Mission, 

Registration. 
M54 - 284 
M48 - 831 
WP - 83 
BE > 2 
TOTAL 1,200 

Cal l F i r e s . 
Wfi - 13,465 
M54 - 3,030 
WP - 1,654 
BE_„,.-_„4j2 
TOTAL 

Harras'fling F i r e s . 
M48 - 5,853 
M54 - 1,140 
WP - 122 
BE - 186 
TOTAL 

Preparation Fires. 
M48 - 7,738 
H54 - 1,370 
WP - 515 
BE - 17 
TOTAL 

Effect iveness of A r t i l l e r y . 

18,601 

7,301 

9,640 

a. The Japanese use of caves invulnerable t o ind i rec t f i r e 
weapons cut do¥m the effect iveness of our a r t i l l e r y . Preparations in 
many cases, however, had devasta t ing ef fec t and permitted the in fan t ry 
"to capture t h e i r objective r e a d i l y . 
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Chapter I I I , paOOPBSS OP TIE OPERATION (Cont 'd) . \ ' 

18. Tac t i ca l Employment of Enemy A r t i l l e r y . 

a. - F i re from weapons of var ious ca l iber was received and 
included time f i r e as well as point de tonat ing . Many rounds were not f w 
Enemy f i r e was ineffect ive against t h i s b a t t a l i o n because i t was not malT̂  

19. Types of Materiel used by Enemy A r t i l l e r y . 

a. 12cm duds were found in one pos i t ion . Fragments and 
c r a t e r s ize a lso indicated 75mm and 90mm s h e l l s were f i r ed against this 
b a t t a l i o n . 

20. 

b a t t a l i o n . 

2 1 . 

22. 
Center. 

Effect iveness of Enemy A r t i l l e r y , 

a. Enemy a r t i l l e r y was ineffec t ive as employed against this 

Lfcthods used to locate A r t i l l e r y Targets , 

a. See Phases I and I I . 

Effect iveness of coordination of .Target Information 

a. No comment. 
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EffSMI TACTICS, 
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Chapter ? 

ESTIMATED RESULTS OF 0?EI?ATIONS 

1. Enemy Casualties. 

a. Killed - 19 

b. Captured 2 

2. Own Losses. 

a. Killed in Action 2 

b. Wounded in Action and Evacuated 15 

c. Missing in Action 0 
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Chapter VI 

COMMENTS AHD BECOMMENDATICNS 

1. s-i. 

a. No comment, 

2. S-2. 

a. No comment, 

3. S-3 

a. No comment, 

U» S-4-. 

a. Ammunition used in this phase was divided into numerous 
lot numbers, a small amount in each one. This led to great dispersion 
since it was in many cases impossible to fire the same lot number through­
out a mission. It is recommended that the higher echolon wherever possible 
discard odd lot numbers. 

b. It was noted that ammunition packaged in wooden boxes 
instead of metal containers consistently caused excessive flash. It 
is believed that this wooden-packaged ammunition had deteriorated 
somewhat causing a slower rate of burning. Considerable dispersion 
resulted "hen this typo ammunition was fired. 

c. It is recommended that the Army type M-5 Prime Mover be 
substituted for the present 2% ton, 6x6, prime mover. One displacement 
was made during this phase using the M-5 Prime Mover over roads 
impassable to 2§- ton, 6x6, trucks. 

NAT M. PACE, 
Commanding, 

US 
/<* It 
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THIRD 3 ATTALI OH, 
FIFT3SHTH KAHIi?3S , SIXTH MAttFB TH7ISI0S, 

F333T MAHIFS 3 0 ^ 0 3 , 
IF TH3 FI3L3. 

Sar la l : 5 7 J * 5 . 25 June l.oM 

The Commanding Off .'.car. 

The Commanding Officer, fifteenth Marines. 

Sneoial Action "Report. 

(a) Sixth Marine Division SO-l^U. 
I In compliance with.reference fa) th-- special 

Action 3er>ort for this "battalion is forwarded herewith. 

j r on'• 
To : 

S u b j e c t : 

I n f e r e n c e : 

^-.--v* 
F/ffff?/^ 

'T$./*6, McHA/3Y 

J 
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THÎ T> SATTAiroiT, 
FlffSMHSTTH MAVISES, 3IXT? MA ÎSTI! ^I^ISICST, 

F L ^ T MATiIl3"S ?O^Q18, 
1ST THB FIBTrO. 

T^I"51} "BATTALI OS", TI 'T^^^TH MA*?I1SnBS 
SPECIAL ACTIPF ^SPO^T, OKBTA'fA OP^ 'ATI^S , PHAS3 I I I , 
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Qhapto* : 

OSTEAL 

1. 
The -our-oose of this report 'is to relate th'e .activities of 

, Third Battalion, fifteenth Marines, during the planning and 
execution-of theOKINAWA OPSHATIOtf, Phase III. ' 

Su'O'o 

This "bat ta l ion c a r r i e d out "bo th'"Hire ct Support and G-eneral 
ort miss ions in t h i s p h a s e . 

' 
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Chapter II 

TASK CRGAFI ZATI OF 

1. The Third Battalion, Fifteenth Marines, under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Joe C. McHaney, consists of three (">;) 
105mm Howitzer firing "batteries and one (l) Headquarters an<S 
Service Battery. 

2. 'Subordinate "Commanders were: 

Headquarters and Service - - Capt. Edward C. OiT)onnell 

George - - Car>t. Harris H. Barnes, Jr> 
How-"- - - IstLt. Charles 1. Petet, Jr. 
Item- - - - CaTjt. Louis 3. Ahney, Jr. 

£& 



command 

and? 1. 

C h a p t e r I I I 

PROGRESS OF THB O^URATIO?T 

The '^ttle for HAHJts - . . ' 

ttle of 3TAHA he^an for this Battalion upon its 
to Target Square 7777J on 11 May, 19^5. The hattalii 
s new position area at 0°>30, an<i registered hy . 
e Regimental check point, Railroad Crossing, Target 

Survey had been completed prior to occupation of 
e "battalion was assigned the mission of General , '..' 
'on tinned in this role until 23 May, 19^5, when it' 
ect Support of the 29th Marines. This assigment 
ut until the completion of. the 1TAHA operation on 
Ammunition expenditure for this phase, hy mission: 

The 3a 
displacement 
%xrire& in it 
flirs?ot on th 
Sauare 75703. 
position. Th 
Support and c 
M n t into-Bir 
WPS carried o 
1 June, 19^5. 

Registration 
Preparation 
Harrass ing 
Fire Missions 

335 
• r . « n i 
^,120 
16.176 

TOTAL 

The B a t t l e f o r OROKU PSMTtfSTJLA: 

26,212 

A thirty (30) minute preparation beg 
19̂ 5 was fired to support the landing of th 
OSOCT POTIITSTJLA. The following day the hat 
new position area at Target Square 7^72V, i 
Heconnaisance and survey were completed pri 
battalion at 1?30, 5 June 19^5. The hatter 
by airspot' on road-junct ion , Target Square 
of General Support was given to the hattali 
1 June 19^9, the battalion was assigned the 
of the Twenty-Math Marines. The-official 
Observers and Liaison Teams on 12 June 19^5 
battalion^ participation in the Rattle for 
^munition expenditure.for this phase, by m 

inning at 05^5, ^ June 
e Fourth 'Marines on 
talion r1 i... placed to a 
n the city of UAHA. 
or to arrival of the 
ies were registered 
7366H N. The misaion 
on initially, hut on 
role cf Direct Sunpor 
release of all Forward 
, concluded this 
0R01OJ PSMITSULA. 
ission: 

£&\ 

Registration 
Preparation 
Harrassing 
Fire Missions 

S3 
1,965 
6S3 

1*251 

3. 
TOTAL 

Capture of Ara Sak i P e n i n s u l a : 

'•: 

1 ,̂986 
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Chapter III 

PH0GU3SS OP TH3 OP NATION 

On 1*+ June 19^5 t the battalion displaced to position 
area in Target Square 7^630. Survey was initiated and the 
batteries were registered on road-junction, Target Square 7^SY2 
The mission of General Support was carried out by the battalion 
through the conclusion of the operation. The last mission com­
pleted was fired at OSl'5, 20 June 19^5. Ammunition expenditure 
for this phase, by mission: 

f2J 

Begistration 
Preparation 
Harrassing 
Propaganda 
Pi re Missions, 

257 
2,926 
767 
1-2 

2,16,3 

TOTAL 6,125 

Ammunition expenditure by type of ammunition for Okinawa 
operation, Phase III: 

MUS 
M5U 
M57 
Mgl+ 

?U,!+39 
10,1+70 
2,270 

TOTAL, ^7^23 

*+. Fo trouble was encountered in' r-e strop! y of Class I, II, III1 
17 or V materials. At ail times- during Phase III these commoAiti 
were adequate. During the battle for FAHA, heavy rains made the 
Main Supply Houte next to impassable and the mud not only retarded 
the circulation of traffic but put a heavy strain on the motor 
transport section. .ITearly one hundred percent replacement of 
brake lining was necessary within forty .five (U5) days after the 
rains. However, this short -oeriod of repairs and the period 
during the rains were the only flaws in an otherwise smooth and 
efficient system of. supply. 

Water was never a problem and the fifty five (55) gB-llon 
water drums again served efficiently as a substitute for a water 
trailer in the Headquarters and Service battery. 

This battalion used the following weapons during Phase I I I : 

fftctori 

TYP3 
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I I I : 

TYP3 

( C o n t ' d ) 

C h a p t e r I I I 

PPOGH.BSS. OP. 'THB OPBBATIOH 

I05»o Ho 
KG, Cal . 
MO, Cal . 
launcher 
BAB, -Cal 

B i f l e . C 
Carbine , 
P i s t o l , 

w i t z e r 
' . 5 0 . a h . 
. 3 0 , 10919 
r o c k e t 

. .30' 
a l . .30M1 . 

C a l . .30M1 
Cal. M 

UUMBBB 

. 1 3 
12 

k 
7 

22 
1^3 

• 3 9 1 
23 

BAYS OP 
BAT lffL 33 BHPLOYM^HT L O S T . . MALPOT 0 T1Offr 

U2 
1+2 
h2 
U2 
U2 
U2 
U2 
U2 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

Hone 
Hone 
None 
Hone 
Hone 
Fone 
Hone. 
Hone 

The supply of so.are -oarts for ordnance was adequate and no 
serious malfunct ions were r e c o r d e d . 

Small arms ammunition expend i tu re by type of ammunition: 

.50Cal . 

.30Cal. , helted 
,30Cal. , clips 
.1+5Cal., hall 
.30Cal., Carhine 

1000 
750 

2000 
300 

Uooo 
2.36 Pocket 0 
Grenades, Hand Prag. 510 
Grenades, Hand 'f.P, 195 

No serious problems aross in the procurement or stowage of 
ammunition. 

The following vehicles were employed and performed satis­
factorily; 

FUHBSH OJ BAYS l6S$T0'g'*r)BM®'!> 

SPg NUMBER BATTLE EMPLOYMENT BEY0NB PEPA 

jjhulance, l/k ton, hxk 
factor, w/angle dozer, med 
jailer, 1/!+ ton, cargo 
Trailer, 1 
Trailer 

ton, cargo 
water 

! r u^, i/k ton, kxk, cargo 

£*<*. l/h ton| kxk, SCR608! 
T
 Ucl£. 1 ton, kxk, cargo 
""uck, 2 1/2 ton> SxS, cargo 

1 
1 
6 
k 
3 
9 
2 
8 

9 
1 5 

U2 
U2 
U2 
>+2 
U2 
U2 
U2 
1+2 
1+2 
U2 

0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

?f Ph; 
Th; tractor, after serving erratically during Phase I and pai 

ifra*,o 
V» 8 

ase II, finally hroke down completely and was declared 
"fehle by the Motor Transport Battalion. This br*ak down 
u*'to the service the tractor loerformed during the landing. 
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Chapter TIT 

(Cont'd) 

at which time it was immersed in salt water for hours at a time 
towing the "battalion vehicles ashore. The 'Division Quarter--
master repl. _ed this tractor shortly after the "break do n. 

Spare t>arts were sometimes difficult to obtain and a 
greater supply of parts would facilitate more efficient motor 
maintenance. The regimental machine shop would be of'greater 
value to the battalion if it were readily available at all times 
and in operations where rain and mud are encountered the steam 
jenny is of -orime importance in the removing of mud from the 
chassis of motor vehicles to save wear on parts. 

Orsrat 

557 



tima 
r -

C h n p t e r IT -

WTIMi TIC TICS 

Ovemt 
Wo naw inetay tae-M 

i o n , P a a s e m , ; c " c s W a curved during h s A V 
i a " ^xl3 Okinawa 

a 
t a r 
t a r 

t i a e s , 
team 
he 

, 

7 558 



C h a p t e r V 

SSTt tUf tD ^STTI>?$ OF" OPERATION 

1 . Area secured: 

Fires of this battalion materially assisted the inf̂ ntr 
of the Sixth Marine Division in the capture of WAHA, OHOKTJ. P̂ jrifl* 
SULA, and A*A SAO -SFiTSTTlA. 

1. 

2. 

2. 3nemy casualt'3e-

(a) Killed - 8 
(b) Captured - lU 

No estimate can be made of the casualties inflicted by the 
battalion's fire though it was reported as particularly effective 
in stopping a counter attac\ against the' Fourth Marines in Target 
Square 7671 A,B,C,E* A total of one hundred f«n ty 'our (iM) 
mission were fired on enemy trcop concentrations ..i enemy 
activity. Many of these fires were reported as very effective* 

3. Operational material damage to enemy; 

A total of one hundred fifty six (156) missions v; 
fired agaiust enemy material -"nd emplacements. Much of thii 

sre 
5 fire 

was unobserved, and results of the«e missions cannot be asc^r-
rj 'on-twined. Of 

reported: 
the observed fires, the following results were 

Artillery nieces destroyed U 
"Direct "hi ts , artillery xiieces 7 
Ammunition dumps blown up 5 
Barges destroyed 2 
Warehouses destroyed 1 
Fuel dum-os destroyed 2 
Mortars, direct hit 1 
Umnlacsments destroyed h 

Own Losses: 

(a) Rilled i::—tion 2 
(b) Wounded in act ion and Evacuated 7 
(c) Missing in actios 0 

0 <3*y 

3. 

hand 
sati 

to m 
ônd 
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Chanter VI 

OOMMSJTTS AIT) H^OOMMSHDATIOSS 

One S e c t i a n : None 

Two S e c t i o n : 

It is recommended that in future operations Forward 
observers he furnished vertical and oblique r>hotos of the area in 
which they are working. Verticals in insufficient numbers were 
received, generally too late -to be of use. 

3, Thre9 Section: , 

(a) Radie communication was. impaired by the long rains. 
The cable and islugs between the battery, box- and the transmitter 
and receiver of the SCB-SlO radio caused the most trouble. In 
addition, the hand sets failed many times. It is recommended • • 
that a microphone similar to the TCS mieronhone and headsets be 
supplied to Forward Observer teams for use with, the SCB-SlO radio, 

,, ' (b) "Airspot. 

1. It is recommended that airsx>ot be attached to 
regiment instead of Corps. , . 

2. It is recommended that two (?) SCH-.193 radios 
be obtained for airs-oot, one to remain at Regiment and one at 
the airfield, 

3. It is recommended that one officer be appointed 
Officer in Charge of Aerial Observers. 

k. It is recommended that more use be made of 
stereo pairs and aerial nhotos, and that definite Targets for 
destruction be assigned before a flight. 

5. It is recommended that an officer watch be main­
tained on airspot frequency by regiment at all times. 

. .. 6. It is recommended that targets for night harras-

8ing fires be submitted to regiment by ">irs-oot. 

Four Section: 

(a) Medical supplies, in adequate quantity, were easily 
obtained .'... om either legiment or Medical companies. 

(b) Control of flies and mosquitos was difficult by 
nd- spraying; however, T)T)T spraying by air-nlane Droved very 

8atisfactory. 

(c) There were only scattered cases of diarrhea but 
^nerous cases of an undiagnosed fever similar in symistomatalogy 
^° aild "Dengue. This, however, did not nrove serious and res-
^onded readily to symptomatic treatment. Cases of common 

ect.ious diseases, such as, respiratory and skin infecticns, 
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Chapter VI 

•\ COMMITS IF"") SUOOHMWtJATiOirS 

k. Pour Section: (Cont'd) 

ware lower than usually found with men in the field, 

(d) It is recommended that each "battery he equipped with 
a water trailer. 

(e) It is recommended that the nresent Headquarters and 
Service Battery he divided into a Headquarters "Battery and a 
Service Battery with all service nersonnel to he -olaced in the 
S-ervice Battery as nrescrihed in the Army Tables of Organization 
TO-E6-339, 3 July 19^3. ' /.•:•;.' 

This change would1 greatly aid this "battalion ' in dis­
placements and in general supply prohlens on operations covering 
vast distances in comparatively short time svch as were encoun­
tered in Phase I and II. 

(f) '^t is recommended that each "battalion he -equipped with 
the-Army M5 Prime Mover. 

,-:-;S,iVT^'// 
* £/. »_ 

' j . C. 'McHAI-.Y,^ 
I t C o l . , tJSMC, 
Commanding • 



3 T H /dwc 
S e r i a l : 

From: 
lo : 

S u b j e c t : 

Refe rence 

1 . 

FOURTH BATTALI O F , 
FIFTEENTH MARINES, SIXTH M A ^ I I S D I V I S I O N , 

FLEET H A S I I 3 FORCE, P A C I F I C , 
IN THE F I E L D . 

27 J u n e , I 9 U 5 . 

The Commanding Officer. 
The Commanding Officer, Fifteenth Marines. 

Special Action Report, 

(a) Sixth Marine Division SO - 15^. 

In compliance with reference (a) the Special Action 
Rerort for this Battalion is forwarded herewith. 

hi t vvcc i: II<•••• ****** 
BRUCE T. HSMPHILL 

562 



FOURTH BATTALION, 
FIFTEENTH MARINES, SIXTH MARINE DIVISION, 

FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC, 
IN THE FIELD. 

I 

SPECIAL ACTION REPORT 

PHASE III, OFINAVA OPERATION 
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Chapter I 

G3HSHAL 

This report is.submitted to give a complete and accurate nar­
rative of the Battalion's operation in: The Battle for ITAHA, The 
Battle for OEOKU Peninsula, and the Capture of AHA SAKI. 

This Battalion was assigned both general and direct support 
missions during this phase of the OKINAWA Operation. 

» 
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Chapter It 

THE TASK ORGAHIZATIOF 

The Fourth 3attalion, Fifteenth Marines commanded by Lieulenanl 
Colonel Bruce T. Hemphill, USMC, is composed of three (3) firing 'bat. 
teries of 105mm Howitzers and one Headquarters and Service battery. 

Battery Commanders are as follows: 

Headquarters and Service - — Capt; Robert D. Lackland, 
USMCR. 

King lstlt. Robert T. Patterson, Jr, 
USMCR. 

love Capt. John T. Haynes, 
USMCR. 

Mike -*—. M a j o r R o b e r t F . I r v i n g , 
USMCR. 

The 
8round t h 
-eneral s 
ilaoskt. no 
v a rds awa 

fc 

Enem 
?un would 
ounds. 

On 1 
| |B MAHIM 

"Sug 
the enemj 
U7572, 3 

The 
The 1 s t , 
ions of 1 
miss ion . 
were couz 

The 
- a t t a l i o i 
Div is ion 

The 
?-yukyu R 
o f g e n e n 
P o s i t i o n 

The 
: ; 2 5 , o o o 
^ U n e > 1Q 
:-r.e- t X9 

The 
; a t t a l i 0 

: l r i n g w 
: a r § e nu 
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Chapter III 

PROGRESS Of THE OPERATION 

The battalion displaced on 11 May, 19^5 and went in Position 
the"northwest end of the MACHINATO Airfield. The mission wa? 

This position provide 
flash defilade and since the front lines were only 1700 

allowed initially. 

•round 
n e r a l s u p p o r t of t h e S i x t h Mar ine D i v i s i o n . 

elmos-t, no 
••ards away a t some p o i n t s , n i g h t f i r i n g was n o t 

ieutenanl 
Lrlng bat. 
lattery, 

ion, Jr. 

Enemy counter-battery was inaccurate and very light. A single 
puj would fire at dusk every night expending about eight to twelve 

|A-ounds. No damage was done. 

On 19 May the battalion took over direct support of the 
lUH MARINES . 

"Sugar Loaf Hill" was retaken 20 May and at 21.H.q 0f the same da 
the enemy counterattacked along the ASATO GAT'fA in'the vicinity of 
IA7572, 1:25,000 Ryukyu Retto, 3rd Revision, Contoured Revised Map. 

The battalion fired from 21k9 to 235O, expending 1^90 rounds. 
3t, 2nd, and 3r& Battalions, Fifteenth Marines, and two battal-
3f the 27th Division artillery were also firing on this same 
r \n <7TU a « ~ - ^ - ^ - t - ^ ' * . ^ - l - - t - „ - l , . « . r n r > •*, n***-\ <* ~ A A M / 4 ^ V « -,-, 4- n C A A ^ n A T a » \ o 

The 
The Is-

mission. The counterattack was repulsed, and about 950 dead Japs 
*ere counted in that area two days later. 

The 29TH MARINES relieved the kTH MARINES on 22 May and this 
••Battalion was assigned to general support of the Sixth Marine 
division. 

The battalion displaced on 7 June, I9U5 to TS71+71+Y3, 1:25,000 
ŷ kyu Retto, 3rd Revision, Contoured Revised Map, with the mission 
general support in the Battle for OROKU. Operations from this 

? c sUi o n were routine. 

L 2- ^
he battalion displaced to its final position at TS7U6UCI, 

• 5.000 Ryukyu Retto, 3rd Revision, Contoured Revised Map, on 15 
,e' 19!+5 and went into direct sup-port of the 22ND MARINES on l6 

batt ??6 2 5 I H MARINES relieved the 22ND MARINES on 19 June and the 
fir- t o o k o v e r direct support of the 29TH MARINES. Very littlf 
*-are

 S W a s ion® after 19 June because the enemy was surrendering in 
liaQg

 numbers, and civilians were continually coming through the 
-AKl ' ^° counter-battery was experienced in the capture of ARA 

568 
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Chapter IV 

SUMY TACTICS 

The 
his arti 
afas well 
and the 
action, 
GAWA in 

- enemy displayed a great 
.llery in support of the 
concealed, and skillful 

approaches thereto. In 
this key terrain proved 
the vicinity of "Sugar L 

which supported this position wa 
direct flanking fire in support 
poss i'ole 
reverse 
counter-

This artillery was fr 
slopes and was extremely 
"battery. 

deal of skill in the employment of 
2TAHA-SHUEI defense line. His artili 
ly sighted to cover the key terrain 
the Sixth Marine : Division zone of 
to he the area just north of the AS; 
oaf" hill. Much of the artillery 
s emplaced around SHUHI , from which 
of the defensive installations was 
equently emplaced in caves and on 
difficult to neutralize with 

Enemy attempts at counter-hattery were spasmodic and ineffecti-
Such counter-hattery as was attempted was never sufficiently conoen-
trated or employed in sufficient volume to seriously endanger a "bat­
talion installation. 

I 
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Chapter V 

ESTIMATED RESULTS OE OPERATION 

Enemy casualties: ' 

(a) 2 captured in "battalion area. 

(h) An accurate num'ber could not "be made since 
many other supporting arms were in on Ihe' 
same targets. . • 

0\in losses ; 

3 K i l l e d i n A c t i o n . 

12-Wounded i n . A c t i o n nnd Svacu&ted. - • • 
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Chapter VI 

COMMUNIS AND S3C0MM3NDATI0NS 

1. 

2. 

3. 

One Section: None, 

Two Section: See Special Action .Report 
Phase I & II, OKINAWA Operation, 

Three Section: 

It is believed that a more effective counter-battery 
system in the III Corps zone of action would have saved casualties 
in the Sixth Marine Division, particularly in the operations inci­
dent to the break through to NARA. Much of the enemy artillery 
fire received by the infantry which this battalion supported durin; 
the above operations, came from positions outside the Sixth Marine 
Division zone of action, and it was often delivered in such volume 
as to be demoralizing. It is believed that more emnhasis should hf 
placed on counter-battery in planning future operations. 

These remarks are offered in an attempt to present the 
situation from the viewpoint of a direct support artillery battallo: 
commander; one who was unfamiliar with the problems and operations 
which had to be Solved by other echelons at the time. However, the 
unpleasant fact remains fchat the infantry which we supported did 
suffer heavily from enemy artillery fire, and therefore ve should 
exert ourselves to the utmost to prevent a reoccurance of this in 
the future. 

u . 
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BHUC3 T. HEMPHILL, 
LtCol, , USMC. , 
Commanding 
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HEAD QUARTERS, 

SIXTH TANK BATTALION, SIXTH MARINE 

IN THE FIELD. 

SPECIAL ACTION REPORT 
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1 July, 1945c 

i 

- 1 -

571 



• 
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HEAD QUARTERS 
SIXTH TANK BATTALION 
SIXTH MARINE DIVISION 

IN THE FIELD. 

J 

SPECIAL ACTION REPORT 

PHASE III 

CHAPTER I 

GENERAL 

1. This report cover 
Tank Battalion in the Thir 
during which the Sixth Mar 
ture of SOUTHERN OKINAWA, 
from the MOTOBU PENINSULA, 
ing at the ASA KAWA, the c 
OROKU PENINSULA and seizur 
from ITOMAN to the souther 
mission was to support the 
sion. 

s the operations of the Sixth 
d Phase of the OKINAWA campaign, 
ine Division shared in the cap-
It includes the movement south, 
the forcing of the river cross-

apture of NAHA, the landing on 
e of NAHA AIRFIELD, and the drive 
n tip of OKINAWA SHIMA. Our 
attack of the Sixth Marine Divi-

2. The purpose of this report is to point out the 
weaknesses and good points of the training and operation of 
this battalion which became apparent during the 45 days 
of combat in which we participated, and to recommend 
changes in tactics and equipment for future operations. 
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'. CHAPTER II 

THE TASK ORGANIZATION - III PH^SE 

1» In the t 
tion plan, the Si 
group,, This grou 
Officer, Sixth Ta 
Denig, Jr., USMCf 

sk organisation, of the division's opera-
xth Tank Battalion was a part of the tank 
p, under the ^ommand of the Commanding 

.talicn_. Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
was composed of the following units; 

Company A 
Company B 

Company C - - -

H&S Company-
Tank Maintenan 

Ordnance Co 
First Platoon, 

713th Armor 
Thrower Bat 

co Platoon, 
mpa.ny- -'•• -
Company B, 
ed I1'lame 
talion, AUS 

L. 

USL Captain Philip C * Morell, 
Captain Robert Hall. "JSMCR.* 
Captain Jaaes R. Williams, Ub 
Captain Hugh Corrigan, USMC«* 
Captain John H. Clifford, USir„ 
lstLt„ James Co Vail, USMCR. 

- 2dLto Raymond E •, Ncvotny. USMCP 

IstLto Thomas E. Bennett, AUS.j 

Note: -"- This officer was wounded in action and evacuated. 
# With the exception of four (4) days the above 
mentioned Armv Flame-Thrower Tanks ' ere attached 
during the en,ire Third Phase of the operation. 
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CHAPTER III 

PROGRESS OF THE OPERATION 

I: THE BATTLE OF NAHA .-

1, Introduction. 

made a 
rear a-
tance o 
treache 
one hal 
ward to 
half ml 
lines a 

a. In preparation for the Third Phase the battalio: 
night march on 5-6 May from the MOTOBU PENINSULA to a 
ccrab'ly position at DLRAGAWA,- This march covered a dis position at DLRAGAWA,- This march covered a dit 
f forty miles and was made without mishap over narrow 
rous mountain roads in a total elapsed time of six and 
f hours, On 9 May the.battalion againo displaced for-

service park and assembly area about one and one 
les north of the ASA KAWA, tho location of the front 
t that time. 

b. During the day-by-day account of the action 
which follows the tank attack is described from right to left 
across the Sixth Marine Division's zone-of action. Unless 
otherwise noted the tanks always returned to the service park 
for the night. 

2. 10 May.. 

••" a. Company B was assigned the mission ofsupport!!., 
the 32d Marines in their seizure of a bridge-head across the 
ASA KAWA. Two platoons and the- company commander moved for­
ward and attempted to find a fordo During this forward dis­
placement the second tank in column was completely destroyed 
by an undetected mine. Because of the urgent need for tanks 
a thorough reconnaissance was made in an attempt to locate a 
ford across the river. During this detailed reconnaissance 
two officers and one enlisted man were seriously wounded. 
Be/eral attempts to cross were made at low tide in the hope 
that a few tanks might get across but' the tanks bogged down 
and had. to be retrieved under accurate enemy rifle fire with 
a protective smoke screen.from the 2 inch mortar. Despite 
need for tank support the incoming tide forced the company 
to abandon its', attempts to ford the river. The tanks then 
withdrew to await the construction of a bailey bridge.which 
was to be attempted during the night of 10-11 May,.dnAll'c 
attempts to ford the ASA KAWA failed due to a mud'and silt 
bottom which caused the tanks to bog down, \ 

b. The remaining companies spent thp..entire day 
servicing their tanks and reconnoitering routes of approach. 
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5. 11 May/ 

a. During the night of 10-11 May Companies B and 
C moved into a defiladed attack position about 500 yards 
north of the point where the bailey bridge was being construct, 
ede The scheme of maneuver called for these tanks to cross 
the bridge at dawn, Heavy fire in the bridge-.head area fell 
in the attack position during the night destroying two radio 
jeeps but the tanks and personnel suffered no casualties. 
The bridge was completed during the forenoon and these com­
panies quickly crossed the river as the bridge was under ar­
tillery fire and subject to destruction* A mine removal squ?; 
of thirteen men and tank liaison personnel for each company 
crossed with the tanks. Although the entire bridge-head 
area was under heavy artillery, mortar and machine gun fire 
the liaison radio teams successfully contacted the infantry 
commanders* Mine removal teams, despite heavy losses, clear... 
paths through previously.located fields, thus permitting the 
tanks to. deploy for the attack., 

• 

b. Company B deploying to the right in support of 
3/22 immediately encountered heavy and accurate 47mm AT fire 
from cave and tomb positions, The right flank platoon destroy­
ed at least one 47mm AT gun and advc.rced in support of the 
infantry destroying numerous small weapons and.many cave and 
pillbox positions m the steep and rocky hillside to the front, 
Two platoons, moving South ostride^ the . N.~MAJ-YAFUSU EOAD.". .• j 
were engaged by two mutually supporting AT guns. The cover­
ing infantry was so pinned down by.enemy fire that they were 
unable to assist in locatv.g or destroying these guns. Three 
tanks were hit one of whicn. was destroyed before these guns 
were located and knocked out';-., by the:;tahks.-ithemsalves*f̂ Before 
dusk the tanks assisted 3/22 in making an 800 yard up-hill 
advance to reach the high ground overlooking --NAHA, thus firm­
ly anchoring the right flank". 

situation in 
ally channel 
result two t 
arily abando 
delivered lo 
of the tanks 
a commanding 
left flank, 
was finally 

On the left Company C was faced with a similar 
their support of 1/22, a long up-hill and parti-
ized attack with hoavy AT gun opposition. As a 
anks were immediately hit one of which was tempor 
ned before the AT gun was silenced. One platoon 
ng range direct fire support and the remainder 
closely supported the infantry in an attack on 
ridge position that dominated the brid :e-head 
Two attacks were made on this ridge beiore it 
captured. 
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apparent reasons-for the failure 'of ' the first at;ta?ek-was 7 

the lack of supporting shell fire on the reverse; slope and 
the failure of the tanks to completely destroy, all possible 
positions on. the forward slope. During the second attack 
these faults, were- remedied .by.the advance ..of j Company B •.; 
tanks,which covered and supported the left flank, and the, 
infantry was able to seize the objective. 

d. Company h supported 2/22 on the divisions left 
flank. The tanks were able to advance until they reached a 
branch, of the ASA KAWA which they were unable to t-ross. Onl; 
light artillery and small arms fire was received during this 
attack. 

e. Companies B and C were ordered to remain for th 
night on the South side of the ASA KAWA. This was done be­
cause of the fear that the bridge would be destroyed by ar~ 
tillery fire, during the night. Supplies were forwarded to 
"them prior to darkness. 

4. 12 May,. 

a. Company B on the right flank in the zone of 
action of 3/22 was ordered to assist the infantry''s advance 
by direct fire support. Enemy artillery fire forced the 
compan}'- to withdraw and as the regiments immediate objective 
had been secured the previous day no further attempt was 
made to advance either the tanks or infantry. 

b. Company C in the center supported 1/22 with two 
platoons giving direct fire support from hull defilade posi­
tions while one platoon moved out in an infantry-tank attack 
to seize a hill juct north of AMIKA. Tanks moving to the 
left of this hill destroyed an AT gun covering a road block 
and one tank was damaged by a suicide satchel charge•attack, 
This hill was seized and numerous machine guns and enemy po­
sitions were destroyed. •. . . 

the r 
batta 
a aru 
Upper 
previ 
the r 
suppo 
•tanks 
withi 

c. Company A suppor 
emainder of the tanks due 
lion and the remainder of 
m culvert a bulldozer tan 
branch,of the ASA KAWA t 
ous day.' By this expedie 
iver and occupy hull defi 
rt« In the late afternoo 
moved out in a tank-infa 
n 200 yards of SUG^R LOAF 

ting 2/22 was sepa 
to a salient b'etvv 
the regimento Wi 
constructed a cr 

hat held up the ta 
nt the tanks -were 
lade positions for 
n three platoons a 
ntry attack tha-t c 
HILL. During thi 

rated from 
e'en this 
th the aid oi 
ossing of th.: 
nks on the 
able to "dross 
direct fire 
nd two commar. 
arried them 
s attack 
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two tanks were knocked out by mines, and one was stuck in 
a shell crater. This attack was repulsed by the enemy and 
the infantry was forced to withdraw under a .withering cro 
fire. The tanks 

3S • j — - w ̂  ̂  
5 covered this withdrawal and assisted in t'h 

evacuation of infantry and tank wounded.-. During this with­
drawal two officers and nine enlisted were wounded and two 
enlisted killed from the dismounted tank crews.-

The opening by Company d 
the ASA KAWA permitted the withdrawal of all 
battalion service park for the ni&ht. 

of a new route across 
tanks to the 

13 May, 

i, : ordered to support both 3/22 and 
the out-skirts of N*iHA to 
firs forced both the infan­

try and tanks to withdraw to their original 
the tanks had destroyed a 3 inch gun and 
weapons. 

a. Company B , 
1/22 in a limited advance through 
che ASATO river. Heavy artillery 

) ti 
inch gun 

lines after, 
numerous other 

b. Company C in support of 2/22 gave direct fire 
support by firing on the forward slopes of SUG.iR LCAF HILL 
and the hills immediately adjacent thereto. The infantry 
advanced to the hill but were unable to hold the ground be­
cause of heavy fire received from the reverse slope and from 
ŝ me b̂ '-passed positions. 

darkness on the previous day 3/29 
.oft flank within the division1 s 

c0 Just prior to 
was ordered, to extend the 1 
zone of actions Company A supported the attack. From hull, 
defilade positions by firing at caves, tombs and pillboxes 
and by fire and movement they assisted the infantry' s advance 
One..tank .was.destroyed by a suicide satchel charge autaek 
and abandoned ahead of friendly lines. 

6. 14 Mai 

ft. Two platoons of Company B were ordered to suppo*"1 

1/22 in a limited advance in their zone of action. Heavj 
artillery fire prevented the tanks and infantry from seizing 
the objective and forced their withdrawal. 

b. Company C supported the attack of 2/22-on 
SUG..R LOAF HILL. Two platoons attempted to flank the hill 
from the southweat but 'were fired upon by AT guns that 
destroyed two tanks. One platoon simultaneously fired on 
the reverse slopes of hills adjacent to SUG<»R LOAF incL 
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northwest'of it. The Temai-nirig platoon advanced with the 
infantry and reached the front' slopes of the hill but not 
without losihgjone tank to AT fire. The infantry .was unable 
to organize the ground and were forced to withdraw by heavy 
enemy grenade fire. 

c. Company A supported 3/29 in the reduction of 
a salient between this battalion and the 22d Marines. By 
firing from stationary positions and by close in support thet 
assisted the infantry in the seizure of their objective. One 
tank was damaged by a land mine and abandoned and two others 
disabled by an AT grenade and an unidentified explosion. 

d. During the previous evening the division's zone 
of action was divided into a tvo regiment front with the 22d 
on the right and the 29th on the left, 1/29 moved and occupi 
the division's left flank zone. Two. platoons of Company. B 
were ordered to assist this battalion. During the attack one 
AT gun was destroyed by the tanks in a draw. The left flank 
platoon lost two tanks to satchel charge attacks and one to 
artillery and had to be abandoned,. 

7. 15 May,. 

a. As the division's right flank was ordered.to 
hold the high ground overlooking NAHA the main effort of the 
tank battalion shifted to the left* In the central sector, 
of the zone of action, Company C was ordered to support 1/22 
in their attack on SUGAR LOAF HILL, While planning the attac: 
artillery fire killed or wounded the battalion commander and 
all company commanders of 1/22 plus the tank company and ex­
ecutive officer,, This unfortunate incident so disorganized 
the infantry that the assault was abandoned pending reorgan­
ization. 

b. Cou,rany A supported 3/29, by both overhead fire 
and direct assault, in their attack to seize the objective. 

c. Company B assisted 1/29 in the reduction of a 
Pocket between them and 3/29u One 47mm AT gun was destroyed 
after it had several times fired and hit the front slope 
Plate of a tank. Heavy artillery scored several direct hits 
0ri the tanks but only slight damage resulted. 

8. 16 May. 

a. 5/22 ivas ..ithdrawn from their zone of action am 
Placed on the'regiments right flank. Company C was ordered 
1,0 assist them in the reduction of SUGAR LOHF HILL. Tanks 
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a, Company C again attacked SVQji 
support of 2/29• It was apparent that in o 
the Japanese defenses on the reverse slope 
the tanks would have to bring direct fire t 
that the heavy enemy grenade fire could be 
platoon negotiated a mine field and advance 
the flank so that a portion of this reverse 
fired upon*. One tank was lost by mortar fi 
and one large caliber gun was destroyed,, T 
the company furnished direct fire support. 

b0 Companies A and B-w 
port 1/29 and 3/29. The attack f 
on the previous day but this time 
c own the valley and destroyed a t 
thrower tanks» They fired at the 
guarding CRESCENT KILL.and neutra 
this attack two tanks were lost t 
damaged by a 47mm AT gun hit and 
was hit seven times by a 47mm AT 
before the AT gun was destroyed. 

err again committed to sup-
ollowed the same pattern as 
the tanks advanced further 
own by burning' with flame 
reverse' slopes of the hiHs 

lized the are?- During 
o mines and one tank was 
abandoned. Another tank 
gun without penetration 
After this neutralisation 
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the hill and then shifted their fire to the flanks to aid 
the infantry in the organizing of the seized ground. Heavy 
grenade and mortar fire from the reverse slope of the hill 
again"caused the infantry to withdrawa 

b« Tanks from both Companies A and B attacked to­
gether in the support of 1/29 and 3/29 in their drive on the 
left flank of SUGAR LOAF HILL and th ;;• approaches to CRESCENT 
HILL on the leftc. This attack we s directed by.S-3 from a 
command tank* Company B on the left debouched through a 
t'ailway cut into a broad valley that constituted the approach 
es to CRESCENT HILL. The tanks turns;:, left and moved up the 
valley towards SKURI and the left of the hill. Company A 
covered the movement o± C.. .upany B by direct fire support from 
the slopes of hills to jus", north of SUGAR LOAF, One platoon 
of Company A frcntally attacked CRESCENT HILL and protected 
Company B's right flank* Company B received four AT gun hits 
immediately after entering the valley but destroyed the gun 
with no loss>es0 By firing onjthaoreverse slope of the hill 
ridge to the north they destroyed enemy positions and flame 
thrower tanks completed the enemy's destruction However 
heavy fire from CRESCENT HILL ar.d SI-IURT prevented the infantry 
from occupying the neutralizeo. ground. 

R LOAF HILL and iij 
rder to reduce 
of the hill that 
o bear there, so 
neutralized. One 
d far enough on 
slope could be 
re in this operatic 
he remainder of 

of 
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the infantry in the late afternoon attempted to occupy 
CRESCENT HILL but were forced.to'retire by heavy fire re­
ceived from the reverse slope of CRESCENT and SUGAR LO,iF HILLS, 

10. 18 May. . . 

a.. The battalion attacked in support of the 29th 
Marines which were still trying to seize CRESCENT and SUGuR 
LO-F HILLS. Company C supporting 2/29 and despite heavy-
artillery fire managed to occupy positions to the west of 
SUG.JR L0,4F so that they could cover the reverse slope by firc-
They also neutralized adjacent ridges between SUG/iR LO^F and 
N.'iHA. 

bs Company A, less one platoon, flanked SUGnR LCAF 
from the east and in addition of being able to fire on its 
reverse slope brought a portion of CRESCENT HILL's reverse 
slo]~3 under fire, 

c» Company B was ordered to envelope CRESCENT HILL 
from both flanks., One platoon of Company A furnished over­
head fire support. On the right this company was unable to 
advance due to a narrow draw and a mine field that caused the 
destruction of one tank. On the left impassable terrain pre­
vented the tanks from reaching i position to bring direct 
fire to bear on the reverse slope. The infantry managed to 
seize the forward slope of CRESCENT HILL but heavy artillery 
and grenade fire forced their retirement. 

d0 By the double envelopment of S.USAR LOAF HILL 
the tanks were able to neutralize and destroy the enemy on 
the reverse slope thus allowing 2/29 to seize, and secure it. 

11, 19 May. 

a, The 4th Marines relieved the 29th Marines dur­
ing the day. Only one platoon of Company A was committed. 
It was used by 2/29 and later by 3/4 to destroy by-passed 
Positions. 

b. Battalion maintenance crews were directed to 
Btrieve damaged tanks but were forced to abandon their at­
tempts by heavy mortar fire, 

12. 20 May. 

a. Company A in support of 3/4 established a base 
of fire with one platoon from the slopes of S'UGAR LOAF HILL. 
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The remainder of the company closely supported, the infantry 
in their advance into NAHA. The platoon delivering overhead 
fire support was under intermittent heavy shell fire and 
lost one tank to a direct hit. 

b<, Companies B and C supported the attack of 2/4 
which was ordered to seize CRESCENT HILL. Company C less one 
platoon by direct overhead fire acted as a base of fire for 
Company B. .A double envelopment of this hill was again at­
tempted by Company B» One platoon of Company B with one 
platoon of Company C 'in support forced a passage of the ̂ ine 
fields that guarded the west flank of CRESCENT HILL. A 47mm 
AT gun that guarded this route fired upon and damaged one 
Company C tank but was destroyed before further tanks were hit. 
The Company B platoon managed to find firing positions that 
brought the west flank c.f the reverse slope of CRESCENT HILL 
under fire. Neutralization firing permitted the infantry to 
seize this end of the hill. 

c. The remainder of Company B again -.otempted to 
flank the eastern side of GAESCENT HILL* A dozer tank was 
used in an attempt to make a route of approach to the east 
of the hill but before the task was completed an operational 
failure occurred to the bulldozer attachmentc Consequently, 
the tanks wore unable to reach a firing position that could 
cover the entire reverse slope. The infantry who had seized 
the forward slope of the hill in this zone were forced to 
withdraw by heavy grenade fire delivered from positions that 
the tanks v/ere unable to fire i;pon.> 

' 

13« gl; May. 

a, Company A supported 2/4 in their advance to­
wards the ASAIO GAWA and destroyed one newly emplaced 47mra 
AT gun. 

, 

b. Companies B and C repeated the previous days 
attack but poor terrain continued to prevent the' tanks from 
enveloping the hill and bringing fire to bear on the reverse 
slope. Only minor gains were registered by the infantry in 
this sector. 

14, 22_Majr. 

a. The direction of the divisions attack was 
shifted from the southwest to the south. The left' flank^of 
th*3 4th Marines was to hold on the seized portion of CRESCENT 
H_LL whereas the right flank was to 'punh to the southward. , 
The 22d Marines continued to hold positions on the ASATO &iW*j 

- 12 - ~582 



• • • • • • • H H 

overlooking NAHA, Heavy rains during the proceeding night 
limited tank employment and caused boggy terrain. 

b. , Company 4 in support of 3/4 delivered overhead 
fire support and gains were registered by the infantry. 

Co Company C in support of 1/4 being limited to 
• narrow roads was unable to properly support the infantry in 
their advance. 

d. Flame thrower tanks were used to clean out some 
small pockets of the enemy along the north bank of the ASATO 
GAWA which acted as a barrier for the northern approaches to 
NAHA. 

e„ Company 3 reorganized and serviced their tanks. 

15. 23 May. 

a. Heavy rains prohibited the use of tanks but a 
reconnaissance of selected river crossings was made of the 
ASATO GAWA with the idea of installing a bailey bridge. 

" 16. 24 May. 

a. Continued rains and the lack of a bridge across 
the ASATO GAWA prevented tank employment. 

17. 25 May. 

a. Division engineers bridged the ASATO GAWA and 
the tanks again were in a position to support the attack of 
the 4th Marines. Continued rain made the terrain unsuitable 
for tank employment except along roads. 

b. Company A supported 2/4 but beinĝ  limited to the 
roads were ineffectual. 

c. Company C support --d 1/4 and assisted somewhat in 
the seizure of the objective. 

do Company B covered the river crossing of Companie. 
g and c from positions on the southern slopes of SUGAR LOAF 
HILL. * 

18. 26 May through 29 May. 

a. Intensive rains prohibited the use of tanks and 
Ver> the roads became impassable. 

*«-."!*. 
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19. 30 May. 

a. With improved weather conditions Company B 
attempted to support the attack of the 22d Marines in their 
drive 'to s-ecure NAHA, Being still confined to roads the 
tanks were hampered in rendering close supports Furthermore 
all roads were heavily mined and although attached engineer ' 
mine teams carefully cleared mine areas, one tank was damaged 
by an overlooked mine. The lack of engineer support to 
repair the roads prevented the tanks from advancing with uhe 
infantry. The company because of bad road conditions was 
ordered to an assembly point south of the ASA KAWA, instead 
Of returning to the service park. 

'service 
b0 

park; 
The remainder of the battalion stayed in the 

20. 31 May<> • " 

a. Company B supported the division1s attack but 
extensive mine fields that destroyed one tank and the lack 
of road improvement by the engineers failed to open routes 
to the front lines., Terrain conditions continued to pro­
hibit the use of tanks off roads,- The company again bivoua 
for the night south of the ASA KAWAo 

< 

ced 

bo The remainder of the battalion stayed in the 
service park. 

21, 1 June, 

a. Improved weather conditions and a broadening 
of the divisions front permitted the employment of two 
companies. Company B supported the 22ft'd: Company C supported 
the 29th» Wet terrain and poor roads continued to restrict 
tank movement. 

b. During the afternoon the battalion was warned 
of an impending amphibious landing by the division on the 
OROKU PENINSULA and plans were made for preparing the tai-ks 
for deep fording. 

II THE BATTLE FOR OROKU PENINSULA 

lo 2 June. 

a. Preparations and installation of csep fording 
equipment on the tanks wa_, commenced. 
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2 . 3 . J u n e . 

B 
t ie i r 

rmore, 
neer 
amaged 

b. ohe 
as 
t e a d 

t h e 

con t inued* 
a . I n s t a l l a t i o n of d e e p : f o r d i n g ' e q u i p m e n t was 

Lending 
assault 
command 

b. Five LCT's were a a. sign ad the battalion for the 
and were loaded at noon with eleven tanks.from eaeh 
tank company, a :nd 0, one retriever, one battalion 
tank and one artillery forward observer tank. A 

conference was held 
on tank 
1/4 and 

with the 4th M isault regimen rines,- the 
employment after landing. Company C was to support 
Company A ;/4« ,After landing the assault wave the 

LCT's were to return to the loading point to ferry across the 
reuisinder of the batta,lion. 

4 Juno. 

but 
ack 
tes 
o-
vouaced 

the 

a. The tank group with attached engineer mine re­
moval teams commenced landing at 06C.-G and were soon unloaded* 
The LST'o returned to the sta.geing area and commenced loading 
the remainder of the battalion. At about 1000 a storm arose 
and all tanks that were loaded were disembarked. The L5T's 
then retired to shelter from the storm. 

b. Company 0 after losing one tank in the ocean 
upon landing, supported l/24; in the seizure of the high 
ground overlooking NtJAA ̂ IRFIELD, thus securing the right 
flank and the boaclmead. 

c. Company A in support of 2/4 reached the 
ground on the left. 

high 

ung 

jorted 
,rict 

trned 
jhe 
• i-. > -a 

d. The mine removal teams removed groat quantities 
of ,.iines in the beachhead area„ However, the fields were 
so dense that one tank was disabled by an undetected mine. 
Heavy rains during the preceding ten days had soaked the 
ground into a muddy swamp thus in part channelized the tanks 
to roads. The roads had been blown in numerous spots and as 
it was ij'-.poisiblG to traverse the fields around them engineer 
Assistance was requested for the work was beyond the capabil-
1ty of a tank dozer. 

e. Tic tanks established a temporary service park i 
the center of the beachhead,area. 

5 J^ne. 

rdini 

iMtafc 
"584 

a. Company C in order to support the 4th Marines 
°n the right was forced to send one platoon down the ree.f on 
^he seaward side of the airfield until a breach was•found in 
k̂e sea wall. At this point they moved onto the airfield. 

- 15 - 585 

mm 



and contacted 3/4. Direct fire support was furnished the 
infantry.-. Enemy artillery fire .was received by the tanks, 
and artillery support was requested from our direct, support 
artillery battalion. The enemy gun flashes were fired upon 
by the 15th, Marines .and the fire, adjusted by a tank officer 
^njinspeptjon at a later date ascertained that four 120mm DP » u - - j . i i i 3 ^ c A ; u i u u a. u a. i a i j c i u . a . ^ o a.zj*~>^± u a x i i ^ u u u 

guns., one 6 inch gun and several small field 
ware silenced.. The remainder of. the Company was unable to a 

11 field field pieces 

vance with the infantry because, of blown roads and bridges t 
had not been repaired by our. engineers, 

b. Company A in support of 2/29 was faced with- a 
similar situation in that the roads and bridges were damaged 
beyond the repair capabilities of a tank dozer and the terra: 
was too wet for tank movement. However one 3 inch DP gun was 
destroyed along with automatic weapons by their direct fire. 

d-
hat 

c. As the LCT's had not returned to complete the 
ferrying of the tanks to the peninsula the remainder of the 
battalion awaited in the loading area. 

1 

5. 6 June* 

a. Company C in support of the 4th Marines attacked 
south of NAHA AIRFIELD in support of 3/4. One platoon was 
forced to withdraw into defilade when it enc-o.entered heavy 
and. accurate artillery fire, The remaining tanks reinforced 
by fire from our direct support, artillery battalion controlled 
by the F. C. tank silenced these enemy guns. 

b. Company A supported the 29th Marines by placing 
one platoon on a high ridge and firing direct overhead fire 
at ranges up to 1200 yards. The other platoon moving through 
the village bordering the estuary destroyed numerous guns and 
assisted .the advance through the buildings until stopped bj a 
destroyed bridge. , 

tanks, some t 
Gomrjany 3 with the remainder of the battalions 
wenty two in all, landed from LCT's at noon and 
t « 1 < A « „ _ „ „ „ „ „ went into battalion reserve. 

d. Engineer assistance was, given by division and 
work commenced on the main north-south road which was impass­
able. Mine removal teams disarmed eighty-three mines of 
various types. 

\ 

the 

6. 7 June. 

a. Boggy terrain,. :.eavy mine fields and steep 
difficient terrain channelized tank employment on the 
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OROKU PENINSULA. As a result the platoon was the unit employ­
ed in support. On some occasions two or more, platoons 
mutually supported each other but this situation was" rare. 

b. ' Company B supported 3/4- One platoon bogged 
down in the swampy ground along the shore and was unable to 
assist the infantry. Another platoon proceeded along the 
reef at low tide in an attempt •to enfilade the slope, of a. • 
ridge through GUSHI where the enemy was holding up the infantr 
Upon retirement from this mission one tank fell into a pot­
hole and had to be abandoned due to the rising tide and 
heavy enemy fire. • 

Or Company C supported. 2/4 in their attack. Stone 
roadblocks were encountered but were removed by tank gun fire 
and a tank dozer. 

< 
d. Company A supported the attack of the 29th 

Marines, One platoon in support of 2/29 crossed a small' 
bridge that had been constructed by the engineers over the 
destroyed one that prevented the advance the previous day-
This platoon continued along the southern shore of NAHA HARBC] 
until halted by accurate artillery fire and a large mine fiel' 
Another platoon in support of 3/29 fired from positions along 
a road in their zone of action. 

7. 8 June. 

a. Company B supported 1/4 but swampy ground' be­
tween the hills and the ocean hampered the tanks. Two pla­
toons from positions of the reef delivered fire, on the • re*-
verse slope of the GUSHI RIDGE. Two other platoons supported 
the attack by overhead fire. 

°n high 
1 a 

could advance. 

b. Company C supported 2/4 and 3/4 from positions 
ground by delivering overhead fire. 3oth tank dozers 

and armored engineer doners repaired roads so this i 

md 

. 5 « * 

c. One platoon of 
J-J-ame throwing tanks moving 
the route of advance of 3/29 
filling many of the enemy. 
|/29 and ;.)ith the aid of fla 
'he town along- the harbor ro 
hey Were stopped by a mine 
k ^ s to their front they we 
/p^itzer and one tank was de 
Aned to-road movement and a 

Pl* the lead tank was abando 
by th 

Company A reinforced with two 
along'an inland road parallel to 
burned and destroyed a town 

Another platoon in support of 
me throwing tanks cleaned out 
ad. As during the previous day 
field. While firing on the 
re taken under fire b; an 8 inch 
stroyed. The tanks being con-
s the'second - tank in column was 
ned and blown up during the night 

*e ene'my, 
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8. 9 Ju'ne 

RIDGE by sendi 
ridge and by s 
ran through th 
To return alon 
the reef breac 
Three tanks we 
during their w 
Company moved 
passed through 
east t.o envelo 

Company B 
ng one pla 
ending ano 
e swamp be 
g this rou 
hed the se 
re lost wh 
ithdrawal 
south alon 
a cut in 
pe the rid 

supported 1/4 by flanking the GU3HJ 
toon by the reef to enfilade the 
ther platoon over a poor-road that 
tween the ridge and the airfield, 
te v/as impossible so the platoon on 
a wall near the ridge by gun fire, 
en the surface of the reef gave away 
in the evening. The remainder of the 
g the NAHA-ITOMaN highway until they 
the GUSHI RIDGE. There they turned 
Re. 

bo Company C sv 
of tank dozers and armored 
make their way up draws to 
tions that were holding up 

ported 2/4 and 3/4. With the aid 
bulldozers they managed to slowly 
destroy pillboxes and ;;ave posi-
the attack. 

c. Company A in support of 3/29 and 
along trails and narrow roads and through mine 
to bring the enemy under fire. Numerous caves 
destroyed and the infantry was materially assi 
advance. 

9. 10 June, 

2/29 moved 
fields in order 
and guns were 
3ted in their 

( 

a. Company B reinforced with one platoon of Compar.. 
C supported the attack of 1/4 whioh at this time shifted its 
direction of attack from the southward to the eastward. When 
contact was made with 3/22 on the right this platoon of Compe 
C assisted the advance of 3/22 by overhead direct fire suppor 

b. Company C less one platoon supported the 4th' 
Marines in their attack on HILL 53o One platoon formed a baa 
of fire for the company and fired on the forward slope of this 
hill while two platoons enveloped it from the left. 

c. Comi any .>. reinforced with two flame throwing 
tanks supported the 29th Marines in their reduction of strong 

One platoon supported Company C!s attack on HILL 5-
range direct fire. Company <>. although operating in 
some 800 yards from the point where the tank was de-
by an 8 inch shell hit, again come under the fire of 
or the same weapon-, One tank was completely destroy 

points, 
bj long 
p.u area 
stroyed 
similar :fl 

a direct hit from this'gun, 

, 
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10.'. 11 June. 

p.. Cor.ipony 3 v.ith t.-j aid of tv/o r.Tmorod bulldozers 
managed to clear a road between the zones of the 4th and 22nd 
M-rincs. U'̂ on joining the 22nd M Tines they supported the ad­
vance through the town of TOMIG-USUKI. 

b. Company C, l^ss one platoon, supported 2/4 and 
3/4 in their attack to seize the high ground remaining in the 
peninsula. Terrain difficulties and large mine fields re­
stricted their movement, however, caves and automatic weapons 
were destroyed by tank gunfire. T-o tanks were damaged in a 
cine field, . . 

' 

c. Qorap&ny h 
and one p l a toon Company 
the 29th Marines by the 
was damaged by a mine. 

11, 12 June 

reinforced by two flame throwing tanks 
C continued to support the attack of 
reduction of strongpoints. One tank 

this 1 

a. The Ja,.-:-.ncso were now confined to an extremely 
•sm.-r-ll pocket ..hich made it difficult to fire .capons because 
it was easy to fire into friendly troops. Company C ^a, vortec 
3/4 and helped to secure the final high ground and the ob­
jective. Co.^jany. ;4 ... :p ortad 1/29 and 2/29 but did very littl 
firing dut to the confined area. Cc ;..;.•• ny 3 ro«iai«d in battali 
reserve. 

13. 14 June through 16 Juno. 

a. On June 16 the battalion displaced southward to 
the ITQMAN area to support the division attack in the seizure 
°f the ARA SAKI PENINSULA. The battalion service park was 
established about one mile north of the front lines. 

Ill CAPTURE OF ARA SAKI PENINSULA 

1. • Introduction. 

,v:o 

a.. The terrain from ITOMAN south, in the division' 
•zone of action, consisted of a series of four parallel ridges. 
JUNISHI, MEZADO, KUWANG-A and KIYaMU. All ridges ran at right 
aSles to the sea coast and parallel to the division's front. 
-̂ ese ridges sere each ex+remely steep, rocky and rugged 
th on 

north while on the south they sloped to some degree, 

- 19 -
589 



Between each ridge was a fairly wide valley, the widest •««, 
between KUWANGA and KIYAMU RIDGES* All valleys were pass­
able, for tanks except for the seaward side of the KUNISHi-
MEZADO valley which was a rice paddy. All ridges except the 
.'before mentioned ones could be enveloped On the seacard si(3e 
by tanks. The left flank Of the division was exposed to fiP, 
from the YUZA-DAKE hill mass end presented to the division a 
problem comparable to the SHURI HEIGHTS. 

2* 17 June. 

a<> Company 0 was ordered to support the attack of 
1/23 on the MEZADO RIDGE. The only route" through the rice 
paddy field, to their front, was a rr^row heavily mined road 
which had been cratered in four places- Trie only route avail-
able to move the tanks forward to enfilade the ridge was 
c''.ong the reef. One platoon was ordered to proceed along 
.this route but the depth of the water was such that they 
couldn't work their -way forward far enough to enfilade the 
ridge. However they deli/ red supporting fire from these 
furthermost positions.. An: Cher platoon to;>k up firing posi­
tions astride the road and just south of ITOMAN and supported 
the advance by direct overhead fire* Two- platoons with 
bundles of large logs attached tc the front slope plates by 
a quick release device moved out to fill craters in the 
road. This method of fill was necessary as thes was no 
readily available fill and the road was of the built, up type 
Furthermore, the road was swept with small ar.:s and mortar fii 

could not be employed... These logs were re-
and a dozer tank was used to smooth t 

completed it was di yco^ered that a 
small bridge to the front had its approaches: mined, Snip-r 

so dump truck: 
leased in the craters 
out, After two fills were 

arm machine mn removal teams from the 
road passable for tanks 

fire drove the rain< 
road and the project of maicing the 
was temporarily abandoned. Hc.iever this' expedient did -u-
permit two tanks to advance up to the mines and from station 
ary firing positions they were, able! to fire on targets on 

This"aide,d the Infantry in its occupatio. the KUNISHI RIDGE. 

J .n supp-ori, of 5; 22 cro sed the valley be-
By using demolitir 

b. Company _ 
tween the KUNISHI and MEZADO m/JQlX) 
and digging away the hillside th-.o company was able to advanc 
xo the top of. the ridge and support the attack through the 
town of MEZADO and UD to the base of -HILL 69c 

4gA 

\ 

c» Company A, in battalion >attalion reserve, used 
toon with only the driver and tank commander in 
supply troops on the KUNISHI and MEZADO RIDGES. 

one pla* 
each tank, i0 
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k 
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On t h e r e t u r n t r i p t h e y e v a c u a t e d wounded. T h i s was n e c e s s a r ; 
because t h e v a l l e y s be tween t h e r i d g e s were swept by i n t e n s e 
f i r e from t h e • h i g h . g r o u n d i n l a n d . 

3 . 16 June; -

a, . Company-C W?s o r d e r e d t o c o n t i n u e i t ' s p r o j e c t 
to open t h e ITGMAN-MAGUSUKU ROAD. T h i s t i m e t h e y were e q u i p ­
ped w i t h a t a n k d o z e r t h a t had 1/2 i n c h a rmor f / iwts^ t n r a c 
f -b i g h -..;:lc*9cl / . Ion^ \. e cirua of t h e b l a d e . T-o mina r e ­
moval i-.sn • e r a i n : behind t; i s aMeJui •, ere- a u l o t o c l e a r a l l 
ciines a l o n g t h o Voad u n t i l tva. J.-:-;rge; c r a t e r s . e r e e n c o u n t e r e d 
J - r s . ' i - t of &EZADC RIDGE. T h i s :: v 2t, i . a ; t ' of f ; ao t i \ / o ly s l i i c i d o d 
the n.cn fro::, s n i p e r ' 'ad riisc'ainc ,.v.n f i r e ana a;ai'o the Q_ O O -
ing of t h e ro.-'d p'o'swi.ale* Tae c r e i o ^ a ^ r s f i l l e d i n t h e 
BOM-'"- manner a s on t a o p r e v i o u s u - y . Company C , a s t a c n a b l e 
t•' y i v a n o c beyond HILL 59 end t h e MEZADC ft£fl§S?>'-artd to ' sat -,- o r t 
2/'i2 i n t h e i r a t t a c a on t h e KUWANGA RS$gf. R e i n f o r c e d 
t..c f l i \ . e ' t h rowing ' t< ' a iks -they barn'sd n a . , - r o a s - c a v e s and t a o 
Bniper i n f e s t e d t o a n s of NAGUSKU aad KU//ANGA. l a t a n k 
rlo'z'-r CJ a r o d t- -o : r 'orda oo raio L a l a ca . i ld ro *oh t h e r e v e r s e 
elope of KU ANGA . r l S g B . 

• b . b . Coa, ,ara A sufipor 
;pr.:ont af HILL 5 9 . Tao r s i n f o r c i a 
jfcroyed a l a r :e n u a b e r of t i e onem 

c . C'OKpjjnv 3 was h o l e 

19 J u n o . 

Z/-.12 b i s envo i 
l.laiiC t [.rowing o.C ;uC3 UO-

, ' l ioh r e s e r v e . 

a . Tac la nk b a t t a l i o n : aa. por t - ;d t \o ott-.'c-c of t h e 
« th M a i i n e s on KIYAMU-1G&BB* C o a i a ; C a r . c r t a i t a c b a t t : l i 

' 'OJ d i r e c t - v c r h : a d f i r e from p o s i t i o n s on KUWANGA Kld&S. Bo-
tvioan KU-ANGA and KIYAMU UfdSfB 'was a l #b i n t e r m e d i a t e r i d g e . 
Company 3 i n d i r e c t s u p p o r t of 1/4 e n v e l o p e d t h i s i n t e r , c ^ i a t 
f i ^ s bv a t ^ a c k i n j tha^ag'..-• a v i l l a g e en t h e r i g h t , .ana f - i r i n ^ 
°n t h e r e v e r s e s l o p e and on t h e f o r a r d S lope of KIYAMU fttd£3 
Company A i n d i r e c t s a p o r t o f S / 4 ; a s s i s t e d t a e a t t a c k by 
Overhead f i r e and an in'f: n l r y - t o n a a s s a u l t on t h i s dntorniodLi i 
r i d .ge . As t h e t r o o p s s e i z e d t h e i n t e r w e d i a t e r i d g e a d o z e r 
tanko widened a n a r r o w c u t t h r o u g h t h e ' r i d g e . Upon p a s s i n g 
t h rough t h i s c u t t h e y s u r p r i s e d t h e crew of a - 6 i n c h gun and 
d e s t r o y e d them. They t h e n c o n t i n u e d t h e a d v a n c e vai th t h e i n ­
f a n t r y on KB'AMU r j d s B . j U 3 t p r i o r t o noon Company C -vas 
°rc ; r e d t o a d v a n c e two p l a t o o n s on CHITON, a town on t h e 
sea. .ard s l o o o of KIYAMU r f d g g . As no o r g - n i z e d r e s i s t a n c e 
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is requested to was encounteredti» this area infantry . 
pert the tanks so they could advance t'~'ro r.gh tho town. ^1 
this town was on the f-rgright of the 4th Marines zone of 
action and as all thr.0 battalions ,eru on the lino the re­
quest was forwarded to division. About 16.00, 2/82 ,wa_, il]Cv , 
forward end they seized the sea ard tip of KIYAJviU ridgo tuua 
insuring its envelopment On the following <i.\y. 

5. 20 June. 

B.,. Company B on tho right supported 1/29 nd s/?c 
as they adv need through CHIYAN to seize the last low rid c' 
which sou,-'rated the division from ARA S A K I , 

On 
rev: 

c. The fqar attached flatus t rowing tanks w 
constant use destroying cave positions. 

HILL. 

Jre in 

b. Company A supported the attack of the 4th M'rin. 
0 platoon enveloped KIYAMU ridge, from the east, fired into t 
.verse slope and then proceeded to the ocean. T-.o platoons 

moved up a narrow trail leading to the top of the ridge anchr 
the covering fire of another pl'-toon and attacked CASTLE HILL 

d. Compan,,. C a s in battalion reserve. Two platoon; 
assisted the rear elements of 2/20 in mo ping up small 
pockets of resistance near the coast. 

6. 21 June. 

a. The battalion, Hess one platoon Company A, 
supported the 29th Merinos in the seizure of the final inter­
mediate ridge running perpendicular to KIYAMU ridge-- Upon 
the seizure of this rid ̂ e Companies A and 3 swaaig northward 
to aesist 2/4 and 3/4 in the scizuie of CASTLE HILL 0^ fir­
ing into the reverse slope of the ridge. The platoon of Gorapai 
A moving in from the east towards ARA SaKI with the 4th Marin* 
assisted in the reduction of "holed up" Japanese soldiers. 
At 1305 the island as announced as being secured. 

7. 22 June through 25 June. 

a. Detachments of tanks with fl nne throwing tanks 
supported the infantry in mopping up small pockets of resis­
tance that had been by-passed. Flame throwing tanks were 
used mainly for this purpose and at least 30 counted enemy 
dead per day wore credited to the flame thrower tanks. 

t 
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IV -DISCUSSION. OF SEPARATE- MATTERS 

o r e -
»»ovcd 

3 ta i i 3 

i 2/29 
"id,-;o 

-• Mr-rim 
'• into t 
Jtoons 
2 and^r 
£ HILL. 

i re in 

platoon: 

(A)" A r t i l l ; ry " S u p p o r t , 

i 

i n t c r -
won 

.ward 
f i r -
f Gompan 

Marin 
r s . 

t anks 
e s i s -
r e 
e ray 

, • 

c t a r t i l i n r - ' sup: -or t , : . a s f u r n t a h a d t h i s 
ry i r ig d a g r o e . At one t i m e . fcie hud a c a p t a i n 

l i a i s o n o f f i ' o a r svid two f u r , a rd o b y ^ r v j r s A 
f S 

IP Dire 
battalion in a v 
0f ertij.l'-r;.. as « 
During the last of tha operation i?c had no direct 
artillery at all but had to- repucst for artillery 
twrough the Infantry* D-uring the period wo had a 
port artillery battalion the folio.ing procedure 
with good results,., to obtain artillery fire: 

s .i . eort 
fire * 
direct sup-
was used an; 

(a) Upon the design, tion of the direct su port 
artillery battalion the artillery sent a liaison officer and 
two forward observer to rns to the tank battalion command post 
Each night tb.Q..S-'3rihdioated to the liaison officer the • 
probable points and areas where screening sraoh.o or-HE fire 
would be required in ord.r to assist the tanks in their man­
euver and the plan of action for the following day. The 
artillery liaison officer then contacted his battalion and 
obtained concentration numbers that were closest to the 
areas pointed out to him and planned any prearranged fires 
•for the following day. He then went over the plan with the 
two forward observers. 

would go 
post whor 
the front 
and a SCR 
observer 
vided for 
mission o 
Freedom o 
tank in t 
as a forw 

(b) Prior 
by his SCR 608 

he could vie 
.• The radio j 
610 radio c r 

was normally i 
this purpose, 
f accompanying 
f movement was 
he most advant 
arcl observer. 

to the mornings 
radio joe,/ to , 
.; the lank at lac 
Dep was placed i 
riod to the OP. 
n a battalion he 
This tank was 

the battalion o 
granted to enab 
ageous position 

attack one observer 
selected observation 

k and the ground to 
n a defiladed position 
Tho other forward 
.dpuarters tank pro-
a free tank.with the 
r group commander. 
le him to place his 
to fulfill his duties 

(c) T'Tgets of opportunity visible to the two 
forward observers were taken under fire except that when a '' 
support mission took precedence. All firing was cleared 
through the tank group commander. Targets of opportunity-
elected or discovered by any tank were'referred to the F0"s 
for fire and adjustment. If the tank officer requesting the 

92 
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fire was in a position to properly observe and was not oc­
cupied in the employment- of his unit he either adjusted the 
fire himself through the FO or assisted the FO in the adjnst 
ment« If the unit commander w? s too occupied at the time \u 
fire was needed the FO in the tank would displace to a new 
position if necessary to fire and adjust the problem. 

(d) T&e FO tank had one receiver of the SCR 508 
radio on the tank-artillery frequency which was in a primary 
net with the SCR 608 of his direct support artillery battali, 
This provided for a rapid means of communications between 
the FO tank »nd the artillery FDC-. The other tank receiver •,• 
on the tank battalion primary frequency. 

(e) The group command tank had one receiver on th-
tank artillery common frequency so that all calls for ar'̂ iiier-
and artillery adjustments could be monotored by this officer 
as a double check to insure the safety of the troops in our 
front lines. Any artillery fired that was relatively close 
to the infantry was reported to their battalion commander 
throught the tank-infantry netc 

2o Infantry close to the,assaulting tanks fre­
quently requested artillery fire over the tank telephones, 
particularly when their ow communication system broke down 
and excellent results were achieved by artillery requested 
in this manner. Among targets of ppportunity were enemy 
troops who were attacking our infantry from the reverse slope 
of a hill with mortars and other high trajectory weapons. 
Frequently tanks detected their location but could not en­
gage them with their direct fire guns. Actually over 50 per 

* 

for the immediate sent of all artillery fire requested was 
benefit of the infantry rather than for the tanks. 

(B). Communications. 

< 

1. During the third phase communications ?/ere main­
tained with the tank battalion liaison officer stationed at 
the division command post by means of a SCR-509 which was 
later replaced by a jeep mounted SCR-508. 

2. Communications between the tank battalion commai 
post, the tanks in the field and the division command post 
were maintained originally through a SCR-508 mounted in the 1 
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d the 
a d JUsu 
l r r ie that new 

CR 508 
fimary 
attali. 
een 
eiver -,-

automotive machine shop truck "~ ied as a radio maintenance . 
shop« When the second jeep-mounted SCR-508 became available 
it was placed adjacent to the S-3 tent., The following sets 
were netted on the battalion primary frequency: 

(a) Division Liaison Officer,, 
(b) Tank. Battalion Command Post. 
(c) Regimental Liaison Officers. 
<d) Battalion Command Tanks in the field,, 
(e) Company Commander1s-Tanks. 
(f) The Command Tank of any small group of tanks 

on an independant mission. 
(g) Infantry Battalion Liaison Radios. 

er on the 
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fficer 
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Dlose 
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aes, 
dovtn 
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ny 
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The following sets"ere on the frequency of each tank company. 

(a) All command tanks in the platoons and in the 
company headquarters. 

(b) Liaison sets at infantry company command pos 

3« Although the battalion primary frequency contain­
ed a great number of sets much of the traffic took place on 
the battalion alternate channel. Any lengthy report was made 
on ohe_battalion alternate. 

4. Telephonic communication was maintained with . 
division, First Tank Battalior.; and v. ithin the battalion 
command post area, including the tank companies. 

5. I 
the assault in 
These were fur 
zone of action 
headquarters f 
and infantry r 
tank companies 
battalion head 
infantry batta 
battalions wer 
the infantry c 
,ing were suppl 
in the assault 
and radio liai 

t was customary +o have radio liaison teams at 
fantry battalion and company command posts. 
nished by the tank company operating in thetitt 

The set used was the SCR-509, Tank battalio. 
ufnished the sets and personnel for division 
egiments although some calls were made on the 
for personnel and sets due to a shortage in 
quarters. In addition to furnishing sets to,th 
lions with which tanks were operating- adjacent 
supplied with radios whenever possible.. Only 

ompanies with which tanks were actually operat-
iedwith sets.. Any infantry regiment committed 
was immediately supplied with a liaison office, 
son teams...... 

6. Every set was accompanied by the two-man liaise: 

>\ . 
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• • 

team assigned. Teams and officers at regimental and division 
command posts stayed with them throughout the action, but all 
other men and equipment returned each night to the command 
post. 

(C) Engineers. 

1. During the third phase of the OKINAWA operation 
the Sixth Engineer Battalion completed the following projects 
for the Sixth Tank Battalion, over which tanks were the first 
traffic: 

(a) Bailey bridge over the ASA-KAWA. 
(b) Bailey bridge over the ASATO.river, 
(c) Pier bridge over the ASATO river. 
(d) Bailey bridge over the ASATO river. 
(e) Bridge within the city of NAHA. 
(f) Bridge within the city of NAHA. 
(g) Bridge within the city of NAHA. 
(h) Pier bridge along the south bank of N«HA HAF 
(1) Pier bridge on OROKU PENINSULA. 
(j) Bailey bridge on OROKU PENINSULA. 

2. Four of these bridges had spans smaller than 
fifteen (15) feet. All bridges held up the advance of the 
infantry inasmuch as tank support was denied them until these 
bridges were completed. 

3. Innumerable. ecra&ers~->imnroad£iswere filled by 
armored dozers or by-passes constructed. 

4* Mine teams were constantly attached to the 
Sixth Tank Battalion. Although they were composed of men 
from the Sixth Engineer Battalion primarily, during the 
battle for NAHA twenty-six (26) men from the First Separate 
Engineer.-Battalion joined them and also assisted in mine 
removal. The number from the Sixth Engineer Battalion varied 
between thirty (30) to fifty (50). Over five hundred (500) 
mines were removed or disarmed by these men. 

5. During the battle on OROKU PENINSULA the need 
for Engineer support grew so critical that the armored dozers 
of the Sixth Engineer Battalion and a liaison officer were 
attached to the Sixth Tank Battalion and in addition the 
tank battalion was given first priority on engineer work and 
equipment. 

t< 
d< 
C< 
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(D) Medical' Section* 

1.- Medical personnel consisted of the following: 

H&S Company. . . . , . .;. , .Battalion Surgeon 
Four Corpsmen 

• , Company A. , .Three Corpsmen 
Company B. . . . . . . . . . „Two Corpsmen 
Company C Two Corpsmen 

2. The Battalion Aid Station consisted of a pyramid 
tent erected in the battalion CP in spots protected by natura. 
defilade. Individual Company Aid Stations were set up in 
Company Areas by the Q'ompany Corpsraentfor minor treatment 
'and first aid. 

3. Casualties. 

Percentage of all types calculated on basis of 
average battalion strength of six-hundred-eighteon (618). 

Number. Percent 
Total Casualties. 
Injuries. . . . . 
1 1 1 Li O S 3 <t • • » • 

Combat Casualties 
Non~combat casuaIt 
Evacuated . . . . 
Retained 
Killed in Action. 
Known to have DOW 

lei 

145 
123 

14 
121 

24 
94 
51 

8 
3 

2 3 . 1 
19 = 9 

3 . 2 
1 9 . 5 

3 . 6 
1 5 . 0 

8 . 1 
1 .3 
0 . 5 

4. Percentage of combat injuries calculated on 
basis of total number of injuries sustained'in combat. 

Small Arms. . . . . . . . . . 17 15,0 
Fragmentation due to high ex­
plosives. 59 52.2 
Burns 6 5.4 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . 31 27.-4 

5, Percentage of types of non-combat casualties 
calculated on basis of total number of casualties not due to 
combat. 

-'•' t~ 

Illness 3.0 
Injuries, . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Operational or combat fatigue 4 
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park. 
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6. Individual company galleys were set up in which 
sanitation was maintained. Diet was satisfactory in 
ty and quantity, consisting almost exclusively of »Qn 
Ten-inr-One" rations.; Prefabricated heads were used in 
phase of operation an"1 displaced forward with the ser7j.Ce 
These were of excellent design, and made for much 

r sanitation than heads improvised from material at hand 
heads were screened and.relatively free from flies, being 
ed on alternate days with chlorinated lime. 

7„ 
limited for 
were scarce 

Acute Catarrh?1 ¥ 
There were severa 
duration and mild 

Water supply was adequate for drinking but was 
bathing and laundry purposes because native sourc 
and regarded generally as being unsafe for use. 

8. Illness among troops included several cases of 

cas 
headache 
of? non 

courtve, but no 

fatigue and general malaise, 
oecific diarrhea of short 
true dysentery. 

• 

9. Evacuees went to the Sixth Medical Batt .lion wh: 
also handled emergency dental work. 

10* There were no illness, losses or replacements 
of medical personnel. The number was adequate and they were 
always in a state of preparedness- Company aid corpsmen went 
into the field with the' tank retrievers to render first aid 
and treated numerous wounded men of other organisations when 
these were encountered.,' 

11» Seriously wounded men Ox this organization were 
generally treated in the field and evacuated1 through the 
nearest aid stations and medical companies rather than through 
this battalion aid station. 

12. Field medical equipment was adequate, being 
transported on the 1/4 ton ambulance find whateverother trans­
portation was available at the tipie.when forward displacement 
was carried out. Resupplyipg, was adequate, and was accom­
plished through the agency of the Division Field Hospital. 

13. 
equipment was 
as clearing up debris and 
about the camp areas were 

The supply of DDT and other in 
inadequate, and insect control 

sect control 
measures such 

spraying pools 
accompli shed. 
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(E) Supply and Logi sties-. 

1. The Battle for NAHA, 

t hand, 
3 > be i RU 

were 

; of i 
liaise, ™ 
>rt 

I 

.(a) The plan of •-supply for • the Battle of NAHA 
was carried out as -set forth by the Division Quartermaster. 
Dump distribution was used entailing the normal hauling of 
fuel, ammunition and rations from the division dumps to tank 
battalion dumps. The Division Quartermaster assisted in the 
hauling of fuel whenever requested. Adequacy of fuel, ammuni­
tion and rations was sufficient. • 

(b) Tank parts were obtained from our own stock, 
III Fhibo Corps Maintenance Center, 7th Field Depot, 183rd 
Army Ordnance Depot and cannibalization of our own tanks 
after destruction in action,. Requisitions for the necessary 
parts were submitted to the 7th Field Depot via the Ordnance 
Officer, III Phib. Corps. 

2. The Battle for CROKU PENINSULA, 

(a) The supply plan for the Battle of OROKU 
PENINSULA was planned and carried out as follows: One 
officer and fourteen enlisted men were sent with the forward 
echelon for the purpose of handling ammunition, fuel, water 
and rations for the assault troops. One officer and nine 
enlisted composed the roar echelon and were charged with 
the responsibility of resupplying the forward echelon. 

(b) Resupply of ammunition, tank spare parts 
and various other items of supplies pertinent to a tank or­
ganization was procured and delivered to the forward echelon 
on call by the rear echelon. To make this possible radio 
contact was maintained at all times. Resupply of fuel, water 
and rations was accomplished by the Division Quartermaster. 

°y the Di 
rear eche 
fire carr 
dumps and 
f'as strat 
PENINSULA 
assault t 
Officer, 
amn-.unitio 
tramely d 

visi 
Ion 
ied. 
was 
egic 
. T 
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n fr 
iffi 

(c) Resupply of ammunition 
on Ordnance Officer and the t 

section* Upon exhaust 
Jump, ammunition was d 

supply 
in our 
delivared to the forward div 

ally located across the estua 
he ammunition was then ferrie 
s on OROKU FENINSULA by the D 
to the lack of transportatio 

om the rear areas to the forw 
cult. At this time seven of 

as handled jointly 
ank battalion c 
ion of the unit of 
rawn from army 
ision dump, which 
ry from the OROKU 
d by LVT to the 
ivision Ordnance 
n: the supply of 
ard areaowasoexiy 
the fourteen tank 
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battalion trucks were deadli-ned .due to.lack of-spare parts 
Nevertheless, by celling on the Division Motor Transport 
Battalion, we were able i>o supply the necessary ammunition. 

(d) all urgently needed tank spare parts and other 
.essBnt.iai,;itpms_( if they were_available) were • ferried.;by:LVT 
fromcthe tank battalion rear CP to the forward CP on OROKU 
PENINSULA; In this manner urgently needed items could be 
delivered in about one and one half hours. * By land the time 
varied from three to fO"'r hours» Again tank spare parts and 
accessories were inadequate- to suit the demands. The tank 
parts expended were obtained in the ry-.nner directed in para­
graph (1) above, 

3. Capture of Mk-SkKl PENINSULA, 

(a) Same as (1) above. I 
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4. Maintenance of Tanks during'the Third Phase'. 

(a) Following are listed the major items which 
through enemy action w-e-re damaged to an extent where replace­
ment of the unit, or item, was. necessitated. Listed also 
ar-e enemy anti-tank weapons .responsible for the damage. 
This chart covers the period from 10 May 45 to 24 June 45 and 
excludes parts expended through operational failures. 

1. Engine, Ford 
2. Mount, Engine 
3. Pipe, Exhaust 
4. Radiators 
5. Generators 
SwStarters 
7. Magnetos 
8. Instrument Panel 
9. Auxilary Generator 
10. Batteries 
11. Final Drives 
12, Suspension Assembly 
13. Differential 
14. Bogie Wheels 
15. Strips, Track 

(10 Block Links) 
16. Wheel, Idler 
17. Spring, Volute 
18. Roller, Track 
19. Cable, Tow 
20. Hatch, Drivers 

47mm . 
AT 
Gun 

1 

3 
1 

10 

10 
2 
4 
1 
2 
1 

21. Hatch, Ass't Drivers 
22. Hatch, Commanders 
23. Hatch, Escape 
24. Pistol Port 
25. ammunition Racks 
26. Elevating Mechanism 
27. Gun, 75mm 
23. Machine Gun 
89• Machine Gun 
30. Shield, 7.5mm. Gun 
31, Telescopic Sight 
32. Periscope 
33. Head, Periscope 
34. Blade, Dozer 
35. Flame Thrower 

1 

1 
6 
1 t .. 
1 

1 
1 

2 
3 

All 
Type 

9 
6 
2 
1 

I 

6 ' 
lv 
2 
48 

40 
19 
20 
9 

11 

2 ' 

Mortars 

1 . 
2 
5 
6 
8 
8 

14 
2 
2 
8 

3' 

20 

8 
4 

23 
3 
1 
2 

1 
H • 

3 
7 

11 
62 
89 

Hollow 
Charge 
Rifle 
Grenad* 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Sat­
chel 
charge 

a 

•3 
9 
8 

4 
3 
7 
1 
3 

5 
6 
•1 
18 

24 
4 

2 

2 

Med: 
Art. 
lerv 

1 
4 
3 
4 

4 
2 
I 
32 

20 
3 

27 
4 
4 
2 

4 
1 
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SIXTH ENGINEER BATTALION SPECIAL ACTION REPORT 

PHASE III,OKINA¥AN OPERATION 

CHAPTER I I I 

.PROGRESS OF THE OPERATION 

A. NAP-RATI-VR ACCOUNT, . 

1." THE BATTLE TOP. NAHA. 

The end of Phase I and I I found t h e Sixth . Engineer 
B a t t a l i o n b ivouaced nea r GABUSUKU on t h e MOTOBU P e n i n s u l a . 
The n o r t h e r n end cf OKINAWA had been d e c l a r e d s e c u r e d on 
21 A p r i l , bu t t h e i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n s were widely s c a t t e r e d 
i n s t r a t e g i c a l l y l o c a t e d b ivouacs to mop up enemy remnants.. -
During t h i s p e r i o d t h i s - b a t t a l i o n ma in t a ined 75 m i l e s of MSR 
t o supply t h e widely s e p a r a t e d e l e m e n t s . T h i s was q u i t e a 
t a s k , not on ly x^as t h i s a tremendous amount of r oa d f o r one 
eng inee r b a t t a l i o n , but much of t h e heavy road equipment was 
d e a d l i n e d f o r r e p a i r a f t e r the s t r e n o u s a c t i o n of the f i r s t 
two p h a s e s , During t h i s p e r i o d a Cub l a n d i n g s t r i p was b u i l t 
a t NAGO; i t was named "GREEN FIELD" in honor of a b a t t a l i o n 
commander k i l l e d on MOTOBU. 

On 30 A p r i l t h i s b a t t a l i o n was a l e r t e d t o move south 
and t h i s movement took p l a c e , one company a t a t i m e , between 
2 and 6 May. The b a t t a l i o n was f i r s t b ivouaced i n t h e v i c i n i t y 
of NIPUNJA ( e a s t of KADENA) awa i t i ng d e f i n i t e o r d e r s ' to go in 
t h e l i n e . T h e r e a f t e r t h e b ivouacs were kep t from 2 t o 4 mil^s 
beh ind t h e f r o n t l i n e . 

The SIXTH DIVISION w as o r d e r e d t o t & e over t h e r i g h t 
(west) f l ank of the l i n e next t o t h e EAST CHINA SEA on the 
a f t e rnoon of 8 May. An eng ineer company, was p l a c e d in d i r e c t 
suppor t of t h e reg iments go ing i n t o t h e a s s a u l t . Each suppor t ­
i n g eng inee r company kep t a L i a i s o n Of f i ce r a t t h e Regimental 
C.P. Under him was an Engineer Reconna i ssance O f f i c e r who kept 
bo th t h e regiment and t h e engineer b a t t a l i o n a d v i s e d on ope r ­
a t i o n s and o b s t a c l e s t o be encountered and s u p e r v i s e d t he work 
of engineer equipment s u p p o r t i n g t h e r e g i m e n t s . Th i s proved to 
be a s a t i s f a c t o r y system and a l lowed t h e e n g i n e e r s to a n t i c i p a t e 
t h e next move and t o have t h e m a t e r i a l assembled and the men 
p r e p a r e d b e f o r e hand. 

When t h e d i v i s i o n took ove r , t h e f r o n t l i n e was on t h e 
h i g h ground a t t h e south end of MACHINATO A i r f i e l d , over looking 
t h e ASA-KAWA e s t u a r y . On t h e o p p o s i t e bank was a h e a v i l y 
defended c o r a l escarpment , honey-combed wi th n a t u r a l and a r t ­
i f i c i a l c a v e s , t he west anchor of t h e NAHA-SHURI-YONABARU U n e ' 
Route 1 , t h e MSR f o r t h e d i v i s i o n , was under obse rved ^ i V 1 

' 
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(b) The parts expended during this operation are 
lioted below. It does not include parts mdae by machinists 
or parts issued by the Ordnance section of this battalioh 
such as machine guns, parte 75mm tubes, etc. 

Parts Used on Operation 

Group 0100 

G 104-15-70399 GviA-6005-,\ 

Group 0101 A 

17 Engine, Ford 

12 Gasket, Cyl. Hd; 
Eight 

10 Gasket, Cyl„ Kd. 
Left 

G 104-2C-88458 

G 104-26-88459 
2 Head, Eng. Cyl. Hd, G 104-5411706 

Group 0106 

6 Gasket, Cam Housing, 
Right G 104-15-93810 

8 Gasket, Cam Housing. 
left G 104-15-93811 

5 Gasket, Cam Housing, 
Inner 

4 Gasket, Cam Housing 
Cover 

G 104-15-93812 

G 104-15-93513 

Group 0107 

7 Gasket, Eng, Oil 
Pump, Upper 

5 Gasket, Eng, Oil 
Pump, Lower 

8 Pump Eng, Oil 

3 Kit, Oil Pan Gasket 

10 Gage, Oil Level 
Sending Unit 

G 1C4-15-93818 

G 104-15-93817 

Group 0107 A 

Group 0107 E 

Gn,;i-6062 

G;u\~6063 
G/,/,-6046 B 

D 66210^ 

D 663]" 

B 258196 

B 258197 

A 296524 

A 296523 
B 295198 

A 414701 

G;w->-6337 

I 
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Group 0108 B 

80 Gasket, Ex. Manifold 
- to Block G 183-62-58270 

16 Gasket, Ex. Manifold 
Tube G-170-01-94033' 

24 Manifold, Exhaust G 104-16-87370 
42 Nut, Manifold G 104-17-14568 

5 Gear, Ace, Drive 

Group 0113 B 

G 104-15-96200 

Group 0105 

24 Bushing, Valve Guide 
24 Valve 
24 Valvo 

30 Disc. Clutch 
15 Plate, Intermed­

iate 

15 Plate, Pressure 

G 104-18-27200 
G 104-18-27190 

Group 0201 

G 104-15-51820 

G 104-17-40284 

Group 0202 

G 104-17-40345 

Group 0501 

12 Carburetors 
16 Kit, Carb. Repair G 104-16-61001 

fi Hose, Air cleaner 

10 Pump, Fuel 
•at, Repair; 
Fuel Pump 

20 Gasket, Exhaust 
Pipe 

1 W ' 

Group 0501 C 

G 104-16-17546 

Group 0302 

G 104-17-45835 

G 104-16-61002 

Group 0402 

G 170-01-94016 

- 33 -

B 258270 

A 296623 
E 7190 
A 296607 

B 296716 

B 296700 A 
B 258308 
A 296499 

D 66317 

D 66319 

D 66318 

D 66321 
A 303343 

B 197403 

C 124361 

A 244721 



Group 0501 

12 Gasket, Radiator 
12 Gsket, Radiator 
12 Radiator G 104-

Group 

17-64891 

050? 

8 Pump, Water 
10 .Gasket, Water Pump 
12 Kit, Repair, Water 

Pump 

20 Belt, Fan, Pairs 
6 Quill, Fan Drive 

G 104-17-45830 
G 170-01-94011 

G 170-03-45906 

Group 0503 B 

G 104-15-18406 
G 104-17-61310 

Group 0505 

20 Clamp, Hose 
20 Clamp, Kose 

15 Generators 

10 Regulator, Voltage 

11 Starter 

20 Gasket, Mounting 
Mag. 

18 Magneto 
13 Magneto 

400 Plug, Spark 

10 Cable, Battery 

Group 0601 

G 1 0 4 - 1 5 - 9 6 4 5 5 

Group 0 6 0 1 'B 

G 104-17-67311 

Gro .. 0602 

Group 0603 B 

G 104-15-93806 

Group 0604 B 

G 104-17-40555 

Group 0610 B 

- 34 -

A 248489 
A 246527 
C.iD-50211 

D 66320 
A 296663 

A 296748 

B 397369 
B 258210 

CMAXIF 
B 259545 J 

D 70514 

D 70566 

C 124376 

\ 296667 
C 124412 A 
C 124412 B 

;, 296664 

B 281925 



' 
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Group 0611 B 

6 C a r b u r e t o r , A u x i l i a r y 
G e n e r a t o r 

5 C y l . / » sa ' y 
12 F i l t e r , . F u e l 
8 F i s t o n 
18 Ring P i s t o n 
60 P l u g , S p a r k 
6 A u x i l i a r y G e n e r a t o r 

Complete 

G 1 0 4 - 0 5 - 0 0 6 3 9 
•G-104-15-45.604 

3 T r a n s m i s s i o n 

12 Shoe , Brake 

2 S h a f t , P r o p . 

18 F i n a l D r i v e 

2 Brg„ F i n a l D r i v e 
2 S h a f t , F i a n l . D r i v e 

23 B o l t , F i n a l D r i v e 
t o c a r r i e r 

24 G a s k e t , F i a n l D r i v e 
t o h u l l 

24 Gasket ' , F i n a l D r i v e 
Cap 

Group 0700 

Group 0711 

G 1 0 4 - 0 4 - 0 1 8 8 0 

Group 0901 

Group 1008 

Group 1008 A 

Group 1008 B 

G 1 0 4 - 0 4 - 0 0 7 9 5 

Group 15'-.3 ' 

!':4 Gudgeon, Wheel ."• 
8 Gudgeon, S u s p . ..na 

l 6 PI- t o , Rub in.;; Arm G lC4-03-<04S90 
1 ? SA r s r , B o ^ i e , 
^ Outer G 104-. '.-06410 
*2 So: -or, Bosio, 

Contar G 104-03-06410 

HL-19404 
HL-AA549 
HL-19345 
HL-11569-FV 
HL-19398 
HL-19726 

E 4176 

C 83718 

D 78283 B 

E 4191 ' 

A 196386 
46206 J 

BANXZCE 

C 77546 

B 181932 

B 2G8S60 
B 168446 
A 164^36 

A 164341 

B 153955 
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3S S] r ln . . ; , V a l u t a 
9 s T i r o , B o j i o 

356 Wh . c l , Bo^iC 
28 a i .o ' G S u s p e n s i o n 

30 Brg I d l s r 
3 0 - B r i I c l ^ r 
32 IFhusl , I c U - r 
8 S; xndlr., I d l r 
32 R o t ' a i n s r , I d l a r 

£28 Traclf, S ,eal 
(10 Block) 

56 Tr, ck, Rabbor 
(10 Block) 

489 Connector End 
568 Connector; DuckB: 
2800 Nut, Track 
2800 Wedge, Track 

2 i Brg. Roller 
16 Brg. Roller 
32 Retainer. Roller 
12 Roller, Track 

12 Hub 
160 Nut 
560 Stud 
33 Sprocket 

94 Pin, Shackle 
66 Shackle 
98 Cable, Towing 

Grc. <..; 1303 (Cont'd) 

G 104-03-0 7320 

C 104--C3-07106 

Group 1304 

C 1G4-Q2-C6460 
C 1 3 3 - 0 3 - 0 3 Mo 

Gr .uc 1305 

G 1: 4 - 1 7 - 8 3 0 6 7 

G l ( . 4~03»0776 l 
G 1 0 4 - 0 3 - 0 1 4 8 7 

11 

G 1 0 4 - 0 4 - 0 7 7 6 1 

Gro_up_13C>6 

G 1 3 0 - 0 1 - 1 8 0 0 2 

G 1 ^ - 0 4 - 0 2 2 5 6 

Group 1307 

G 104-04-01010 

G 104-04-01970 
G 104-17-91800 

Group 1501 

G 1 0 4 - 2 3 - 3 8 6 8 5 

C £51£2 A 

0 65470 
C 55573 
D 47537 B 

CABXSuT 
0i»BX3AX 
D 37i . l5 
C 739<:6 
A 164511 

D 450673 

A 175090 
C 55596 

BBSX4AG 
A 176090 

.A 244902 
CAAXIAS 
B 132704 AB 
B 168339 

C 77545 
33SY4AL 
A 196384 
D 47366 A 

C 100779 
C 100779 
B 155657 

« 

-
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6 Cushion, Seat 

14 Door,. E,scap.e 

34 Axe' : . . 
22 Crowbar , I . 
17 Handle •. 
4S Shovel,- Short 
21 Sledge - . 
45 Wrench 

5 Periscope, Dozer 
368 Heads . 
117 Periscope M6 
23 Holder 

6 Pump, Oil 
5 Resevoir, Oil 
6 Guard, Belt 
5 Jack and Bracket 
5 Guard, Oil Line 
6 Hose, Pressure 
4 Blades, Complete 

1 Gun, 75mm, Complete 

Group 1804 

Group 1805 

Croup 2301 A 

M 003-01-^00090 
M 003-01-00420 
41K-131 
M 003-01-13440 
41S-3726 
41W-640-.00 

Sighting 

F, 235-01-37401 

Bull.Dozer 

75mm Gun 

- 3 7 — 

0 91932 

E4162 A 

B .150925 
TDAXIC 
TFHXIA 
B 150926 
T^DXIE 
B 24817 9 

C 80815 
28-331 
D 82236 
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(c) Battery record, 

12 VOLT 

Recharged. » . • » « . » • • . » • » * 

Replaced Cells » . . . 

New Cases, . . » <> <> . . . . . . . . . 
New Batteries Placed into Service. , 

6 VOLT 

S * o 

• « < 

» 0 9 

• 0 ( 

» • « • 

0 » • 

« • o 

C • 0 ( 

. .50 

. .10 

. 2 

. 5 

. 1 2 

. 9 

. 6 

. 6 

. 3 

. 1 

. 4 

J n o C flcl i ^ G Q o * • e « « * 9 u » « e j> .* 

;. . S S o c U - < j Q » j « o 6 • « « -> • 0 • -5 O O 

Replaced Cells . . . . . . . . • . . 
Treated for Salt Water . = . « „ , 
New Posts > .»•»«•"•'"'•*"•'"••'• 
New Cases. . , , » . . > , . . . > . 
New Batteries Placed into Service. . 

USED 

15 Gallons Electrolyte 

30 Gallons Distilled Water 

(F) Flame Throwing Tanks. 

1, Introduction-* 
(a) Throughout all but four days of the Third 

Phase of the operation the 1st Platoon, Company B, ,13th 
Armored Flame Thrower Tank Battalion was attached to the 
Sixth Tank Battalion^ The attachment consisted of four 
tanks, two of which were lost by operational failures in tlv. 
vicinity of CRESCENT HILL. The: two tanks were replaced 
by the flame-thrower company within a day so that the oper­
ating strength may be considered to have been four thro \jii-
out the period,, 

(b) Because these flame -thrower tanks are needs 
in quantity wherever they can be used and are a weapon of 
opportunity, the who platoon was kept with the battalion re 
forve and dispatched to companies whenever they notified 

' 
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the battalion of a possible use for them. Their vulnerabil­
ity made it necessary to hold them in an assembly area in 
defilade although they were at, p.ll times close to the front 
lines* ' : • :.-.• 

(c) The officer in .command of the flame-throwing 
tanks was at all' times alert to suggest possible targets 
and uses for his equipment-. Rapidly answering any call 
from the 75.mm tank officers they were responsible for in­
flicting casualties on a greatmany of the enemy. At no time 
did they hesitate about exposing,their tanks to Japanese 
gunfire if it was necessary to do so in orJ.er to complete 
their mission. 

(2) Narrative of activity during the campaign: 

11 May: The first platoon, Company B, 713th 
Armored Flame-Thrower Battalion was attached to the Sixth 
Tank Battalion. 

IS May: A large sugar mill, a village and numero'i 
caves were burned out just south of the ASA-KAY/A, and thirt. 
Japanese killed. Fifteen machine guns, an anti-tank gun ana 
a small howitzer were destroyed along with an ammunition ci 
dump. Eighteen hundred gallons of Napalm were expended 

13 May: Not, committed. 

* 

14 May: Burned caves and trenches on the high 
ground overlooking NAHA, killing four enemy and expending 
twelve hundred gallons of Napalm. 

15 May: Not committed. 

16 May: Burned caves on division left flank, k-il/ 
ing two Japanese and expendi. ; six hundred gallons of 
Napalm. 

17 May: Burned trenches north of CRESCENT HILL, 
billing two Japanese and expending six hundred gallons of 
Napalm. 

18 May: No flame-throwers committed. 

19 May:' No flame-throwers committed. 

... 20 May: Burned caves in the vicinity of CRESCENT 
HILL, killing six exemy and expending six hundred gallons of 
Napalm. 
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gl May: Burned village and ridge north of 
CRESCENT HILL. No enemy observed killed. Expended six 
hundred gallons, of Napalm.. 

22 May: Burned caves in the vicinity of 
CRESCENT HILL and observed no enemy killed. Expended three 
hundred gallons of Napalm. 

committed. 
25 May through 5 June: No flame-throwers 

6 June: Landed on OROKU FENIN3UL-. No flame­
throwers c mmitted. 

7 June: No flame-throwers committed. 

8 June: Burned the village of CROKU, killing 
ten enemy and expending twelve hundred gallons of Nrpalm. 

9 June: No flame-throwers committed. 

10 June: Burned village of CHIWA and OROKU. 
Twenty-six enemy were killed-. Fifteen hundred gallons of 
Napalm expended, 

11 June: Burned a section of OROKU VILLAGE and a 
hill west of'TOMIGUSKIo Nine enemy were killed and nine 
hundred gallons of Napalm expended.. 

12 June through 15 June: No flame-throwers 
committed. 

14 June through 16 Jung: Reverted to Company B, 
715th Flame-Thrower Batta'.iori. 

17 June; Reattached to Sixth Tank Battalion. 
Burned caves on the western end of KUNISHI RIDGE. Killing 
three Japanese and expending six hundred gallons of Napalm. 

18 June: Burned KUV/ANGA VILLAGE and numerous 
caves, killing twelve Japanese and expending twelve hundred 
gallons of Napalm. 

19 June: Two florae-thrower tanks burned caves 
along the KIY.'iMU RIDGE. Killing sixty-two Japanese and ex-
pending six hundred gallons of Napalm, One flame-thrower 
tank reported to the 22nd Marines to assist them in moppin§ 
up and killed an unknown number of Japanese. 
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20 June: Burned caves along the KlYAMU RIDGE, 
killing two Japanese and expending six hundred gallons of 
Napalm. 

21 June; Burned thick brush and caves on the 
reverse- slope of KfYALU RIDGE, killing forty-one Japanese 
and expending eighteen hundred gallons of Napalm. 

22 June through 24 June; Assisted in mopping up, 
killing thirty Japanese and expending six thousand gallons 
of Napalm. -• 
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