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Tbe Unl ted  s ta tes  Mar lnes  1n the Guadalcanal Sg4Pglgl

by

Henry  I .  sbaw,  J r .

The flrst Anerlcan ground offenslve 1n the Paclflc durlng

Wortd War II took place at an obscure lsland ln the soulhern

So lomons- -Guada lcana l .  There ,  the  h igh  t lde  o f  Japanese conqueat

lras reached and the ebb began.

Unt l f  the  dec ls lve  nava l  Bat t le  o l  M ldway (4 -6  June 1942) ,

A l l led  fo rces  cou ld  do  l l t t le  more  lhan ho ld  wha ' l t  they  i lad ,

wa l t ,  and prepare ,  A f te r  Midway,  the  U.  S '  Jo ln t  Ch ie fs  o f

Stalf declded that the strateglc sltuatlon had lnproved e ouglr

to  r l sk  the  mount lng  o f  a  l ln l ted  o f fens lve '  The ta rge t  chosen

wa€ Tu lag l ,  a  smal -1"  l s l .and once the  headquar te rs  o f  the  Br l t I sh

So lomon I€ lands  Pro tec tora te ,  and wt th  I t  such  par ts  o f  sur -

round lng  lsLands ae  seemed necesoary  to  ho ld  the  obJec t lve '  A

f lne  deep-water  anchorage ex ls ted  be tween Tu lag l  and ne lghbor -

lng  F lo r lda  Ts ]and,  and on  Guada lcana l ,  20  m11es soutb  ac t 'o$a

Sea l .a rk  Channe l ,  kuna l  g rasE p1a1ns amlds t  the  Jung le  were

su l tab le  fo r  ex tens lve  a l r . f le ld  deve lopment .  In  Ju1y ,  wher )

aerlal reconnalsgance showed that bhe Japanese had begun to

bu l ld  an  a l r l le ld  on  Cuada lcana l ,  the  la rger  1s land became the

pr lnc  lpa ]  ta rge t .

The d lv ls lon  o f  the  Pdc l f l c  ln to  opera t lona l  conu land ard . '3

made by the JcS on 30 Match 1942 placed all of the solomons

cha ln  1n  Genera l  Doug las  MacAr thur rs  Southwest  Pac l f l c  Area ,

In revlewlng lrhe forces avallabfe for the Cuadafcanal -Tu1ag1



- 
operatlon, bowever, the Jolnt chlefs deternlned that all of

the $h1ps and most of the assault troops would have to come

f rom Adml ra l  ches tep  W.  N ln l tz '  Pac l f i c  F lee t  and Pac l f l c  Ocean

Areas. Accordlngly, on 2 JuLy, the boundary between Nlnitzr and

MacArthurrs comnands was shlfted west Just far enough to brlng

,the lower Solonons wlthln the admlralrs South Paolflc Area,

At the same t1ne, lthe tcs agreed upon a seriee of operatlons in

tbe Solonons and Blsmarcks that would lead eventuall.y to the

capture of the Japanese gtronghofd of RabauL on New Brlta1n,

oeneral MacArthur was glven resportstrbll l ty for plannlng and

coordlnatlng the advance and command of all Its phases after

ouada lcana l  r {as  secured,

On 25 June,  v lce  Adml ra l  R lchard  L .  Ghorn ley ,  N ln l tz l

South Paclflc Area comrnander, was told to begln preparatlons

lo  take  the  So lomons obJec t lves ,w l th  a  ten ta t l ve  D-Day o f  I

August .  A t  leas t  a  d lv ls lon  o f  t ra lned arnph lb lous  assau lb

troops was needed for WATCHToWER, the code-name of the Guadal-

cana l -Tu lag l  opera t lon ,  and on ly  one such un l t  was  ava l lab fe

ln  the  Pac l f l c - - the  ls t  Mar lne  D lv ls1on.  Other  d lv ls lon8 tha t

mlght have been asslgned the task lacked the anphlblous experl-

ence or  were  spread th lnLy  to  hoLd v l ta l  s t ra teg lc  bases ,  The

relnlorcements that vrere tentatively slalred for WArCHTOWER would

be avallabfe only when garrlson forces came out lrom the States

to  re l leve  combat  L roops  1n  New Ca ledon la ,  Samoa,  and Hawa11.

l n l t l a l l y ,  b h e  l s t  D t v l s l o n  w o u l d  g o  1 t  a l o n e .

When he got the word that h1s dlvlsloD was headed for ac-

tlon J-n the Solomons, MaJor Ceneral Alexander A. Vandegrlft was



Just gettlng set up 1; i iew Zealand where Lhe 1st was scheduied

lo undergo s1x months of lntenslve cornbat tralnlng' l ' I l th

vandeErlft at welflngbon were hla comrnand post' the 5th Marlnes'

and elements of the lLth Marlnes; at oea en route to New Zea-

land were  the  d1v ls lon  rear  eche lon ,  the  ls t  Mar lnes '  and the  re -

nalnder of the l lth. Since one of the dlvl8lontB lnfantry regl-

ments ,  the  7 th  Mar lneE,  waa a l ready  cor  n l t ted  to  the  de fense

of  Samoa '  the  2d  Mar lnes  o f  the  2d  D1v1s1on was d lspaLched

from San Dlego to brlng Vandegrlftrs com'nand up to strength'

Olrher naJor elernenls attached to the lst Dlvlslon had 1'o be

assembled f rom overseas  base6,  the  1s t  Ra lder  Bat ta l lon  f rom

New Caledontra and the 3d Defense Battal-1on from I{awa11'

Faced wlth the task of asserAblLng and loadlng out a reln-

fo rced d lv ls lon  w l th ln  a  monthrs  t1me,  Vandegr l f t  asked fo r

and got a weekrs delay of D-Day to 7 August ' Feverlsblyn lrn-

prov181ng as necessary' the Marlnes ln I ' tell lngtton unloaded

the transports as they arrlved, sorted and repacked equlprnent

and supplles for combat, and loaded thlp aglaln' There was not

enough roorn for all the dlvlslonrs motor transporN' and n)ost

of the heavler cargo lrucKs were left behlnd to come up wlbh

a rear echelon. Re-embarkatlon was conlpLeted by 22 July and

the ccnvoy salled from we111ngtot1 the same day' As fJnally

loaded, the Marlnes carrled along 60 daya tuppl1e8' erlo\r' ' l  l ' l  r lm-

nunltlon for 10 days of heavy flghtlng, and the rnlnlmun 1rrl: l : l  '

vlduaf baggage actually requlred Ito 1lve and flghl' '

Rehearsa ls ,  unsat ls fac to ry  and lncomple te '  were  conducted

at Koro ln the FlJl Islands, where the varlous componenta ol the



foiies asslgned to take GuadaLcanaf and Tulag{ .assembled lor

the flrst t1me. Rear Adm{raf Rlchmond K, Turner, the connander

of the amphlbj.ous force whlch ineluded the Mar,tne dlvl€tsr,r, ,1?s

transports, and lhe bornbardment and escort ves$e,ls, wa.E glven
responslbll l ty for the oonduct of the,bperatlon. The Mar{ne
Corp$r polnt of v1ew, one that pfevalled and becarne Ffandand
amphtrtj lous doctrlne in late!, stages of the war, waF that the
land lng  fo rce  comnander  shou ld  hAve comple te  cont ro l  o l .oper_
ations ashore. Durlng WATCHTOWER, however, tbe comnrand setup
of an earller era hel_d Ilorth, and the.naval conmander conlitnued
to have the.last word ln the ernploJ,,ment of ground troopE.

The.plan f,or WATCHTOWER calLed for i;wo separate tandlngsr
.one by the divlslonts maln body neal, [unga pol-nt on Cuadal_
canal and the other on the Florlda €tde of Sea1ark Channel by
an assaull, group bu1lt around the 2d Battalion, 5th Marlnes,
and the  ls t  Ra lder  and parachute  Bat ta l lon8 .  Accord lng  !o  tn_
telflgence of the enemy gleaned from Al_lIed coastwatcher r€porlrs
and reconna lssance f1 lgh ts ,  the  s t ronges t  ies ts tance cgufd  be
expected from JapaneEe defendlng Tulag1 and two nearby fortl-
f led ls1ets, Gavutu and Tanarnbogo. Enerny a1r and naval reac_
tlon to the assault was expected to be vlofent and gtrong,

on 7 August, tbe prelandlng estlmalr€s of Japanese defenses
proved accurate. After a prellmlnary bombardment by crulsers

and des t royers ,  the  assau l t  waves  boated  1n  sh lps ,  land lng  c ra f t

raced ashore on both Guadalcanal and Tulagl, On the blg l6tand
there was no eneny response; naval gunflre had drlven the labor
troops worklng on the alnfleld lnto the hll lF that rlnxled the
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kunal grass plaln' ' lne prlnary obsiacles to the MarJne advance

were  the  Jung le  and 1 ;he  enerva t lng  e f fec t  o f  the  ho t '  humld

c l lmate  on  men not  used to  the  t rop lcs '  By  n l -gh t fa l " l  on  D-Day '

Cenera l  Vandegr l l t ' s  rnen were  dug 1n  In  pos l t lons  Jus t  shor t

o f  the  a l r f1e1d s l te  and had ye t  to  contac t  the l r  f l r s t  enerny

s o l d l e r .

The capture of Tulagl and lts nelghborlng lslets took

three desperai,e days of f lghtlng durlng whlch the three bat-

tallons of the 2d Mal:Ines were cornmltted to add ltelght to Amer-

l c a n a l t t a c k s ' T h e J a p a n e s e d e f e n d e r s ' a b o u t l ' ' O O O n a v a l l a n d -

1ng,  av la t lon ,  and labor  t roops ,  ho led  up  In  oaves  and p111-

boxes  and fou i th t  to  the  death  aga lns t  tank- ln fan t ry  a t tacks '

po ln t -b lank  ar tJ . l fe ry  l l re ,  and c lose-1n grenade and snaL l  a rms

assau l t$ .  lwenby-seven pr laoDers  and a  spr lnk l in lg  o f  surv lvors

that sltam to Florlda Island vtere all that was lefl i of the enemy

gar r lson  when the  las t  sho t  had been f l red '

The siJxongest Japanese countetmoves were launched fron a1r

and sea. On D-Day afternoon, eneny bombers -attacked 
and scored

a h1 t  on  an  A lncr lcan  des tPoyer "  Da11y fo r  month 's  therea f te r '

except  when fou1 weather  gave the  Mar lnes  a  resp l te  o r  A1 l1ed

a l rc ra f t  ln te r :cep ted '  Japanese p lanes  ra lded '  concent ra t lng  on

shLpplng vlhcn 1t was present olf the beaches but turnlng fre-

quent  a t ten t lon  to  the  d lv l r j lon  beachhead on  Guada lcana l '  T fe

unwelcome lntruslons of enemy warshlps had an even more lmpor-

tan t  e f fec t  on  tne  course  o f  the  carnpa lgn '  Seven Japanese

cru iser$  a t tacked on  the  n lgh t  o f  8 -9  August  and the  bavoc

wrought vras stallger1ng. Torpedoes and gunllre sank four All led



crulsers and badly damaged another and two destroyers. The

attacklng force sa11ed alray lntact.

The grave rlsk posed by enemy alr and naval attacks

pronpted Adnlral Turner to wllhdraw the transports and cargo

vease ls  g tand lng  o f f  the  beaAhes la te  on  9  August .  On board

the shlps that left was a good part of the ratlons and amrnunl-

t lon  tha t  the  1s t  D lv ls lon  had counted  upon hav lng  1n  l rs

supp ly  dumps and near ly  f  , l too  Mar lnes  o l  sh lp8r  \ rn load lng  de_

ta1 ls  and reserve  un l ts .  ' I ' he  nen and supp l les  re tu rned to

Esp l r l tu  Santo  and New Ca l .edon1a,  i jwo  o f  the  neares t  fo rqvard

bases ,  eventua l l y  reach lng  Gua( ta lcana l  aga ln  bu t  no t  be fore

bhe l r  absense was sore ly  fe ] t .

Cas t  loose,  o r  a ,  bes t  p romlsed oDly  a  tenuou8 l l fe f lne

back to rear. ar:eas, the .L$t lvtar,J-ne D1vl.slon set out to make do

wl th  what  lL  had.  oaD1,u) led  enen iy  na ter le l  was  used to  the

fu f les t  ex ten t i  u€rapon$ were  made par t  o f  the  de fenFeB,  food

s tocks  wer .e  added to  b t te  r "a t lon  dumps,  and t rucks  were  pu !  ro

work  hau l lng  supp l les .  Genera l  Vandegr , l t t  pos ted  h : l s  t roops

to  ho ld  per lmcLer  de fcnses  a .Long 5 ,OOO yaxde o f  the  coas t  be t r^ reen

Al l l8a tor  Creek  and Kuh:m v l l lage  and a long an  arc  ln land wh lch

encompassed the  a l r ' f le ld  s1 te ,  Wl th ln  the  per lmeter ,  eng lneera

worked arou t )d  t i le  c lock ,  f lnJsh lng  bhe Job the  Japanese had be-

gun,  1n  order  to  ready  an  a l . . sbr1p  to  hand le  p lanes .  By  _ tB  Augu6t ,

1t wa-s ready, bul; au en(jrj ly bon,bl.rrg i:ald l.n{:Jck{r,l 1t out, and 1t

was the  2o1rh  be fore  the  I ' l r s t ,  A : l l1ed  a1r  un l ts  tanded.
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Irundamental ta succeas of }^IATC}]1'OIJER plans ttas the con-

cept  tha t  a l rc ra l t  wou ld  fo rm par t  o l  the  de fend lng  lo rce  and.

eventually the means of caryylng the f1ght up the Solonons

cha ln  to  eneny  bases .  The 1n1t la1  runway,  and the  a l r f le ld

complex  thab was gradua l ly  bu l l t  w l th ln  the  Mar lne  perJ -mel re r ,

was  named Henderson F le ld  a f te r  a  Mar lne  f fyer  who was k I l fed

at  the  Bat t l le  o f  M ldway,  The f l r . s t  f l y lng  un l . l s  to  reach

Ilendcreon were Marlne Fl8hber Squadron 223 and Marlne Scout-

Sonbel' Squerdr'on 23i: whicl, f lcw Ln fron the escort carrler Lo-ng

TsIand.  [ ; Jc4ocdtng  f ]  l ,_ ,hLs  o f  Mar l .nc  and Army p lanes  s t raged

throu igh  the  New Hebr ldes  to  reach the  I ' l e ld ,  ahd Navy  d lve

'uonlbor:,0 from tihe danraged cal.r. ler l ln,l-e rp_r 1s e Jolned the growlng

1 'o l ]car .

On S l iepLember ,  I leadquar i ,e r$  o f  the  1sL  Mar lne  A l rc ra f t

WIng i rnder  l l r l .gac l le r  Genera l  Roy  S,  0e lger  a r r l ved  on  Guada l - -

{:rrral itnd took conrDand ()1' the conDoslte organlzatl.on that came

lo be known as CACTUS A1r lrorce after the code name of the 1s-

Land.  A l . thou8h Ge lger r$  cbmrnand was a1 ! , /ays  ppedorn lnent ly  a

iv la r l -oc  ou t f l t ,  1 t  never  los t  l jhe  Jo ln t  serv lcd  rnake-up o f  l t s

e i l r l y  dayr i .  The J11gh1r  eche lons  o f  21  Mar lne  squadrons  served

: i r i  the  lo rward  a i :ea  dur ' lnB the  ba t l r le  to  ho fd  Guada lcana l ,  bu t

on ly  a  few o f  Lh( :  un l t  g round eche lons  reached the  ls land.  The

l. 'csuftlfr8 burdelr thr: 'own on lhe unc:erstlength grolurd crews that

kept  the  rn lsce l laneous co l . l .ec t1on o f  pa1;ched and shot -up  a1r -

c ra f t  f l y lng  was t reneDdous,  bu t  the  Job was accompl lshed w l th

Ingenu lby  and d lspatch .  The l$o la ted  na ture  o f  the  f l rs t  montho

of f ightlng on Guadalcanal bred a conlradeshlp of adverstty wlth



an a t t l tude  tha t  the  Is t  Mar lne  D lv ls lon  and l t s  suppor t lng

a1r  cou ld  acconpf lsh  the  lmpos91b le .

The Japanese hlgh conmand at Rabau:L asslgned bhe taak of

e las lng  the  Amer lcan pos l t lon  on  Guada lcana l  to  the  Seventeenth

Army, but rnade the nlstake of undere st lmab1ng. the s|rength and

tenaclty of the Marlnes ashore and ln the a1r. The nirmber of

eneny troops avalfable and unco! nltted In August and September,

i r€ny  o f  them combat  ve terans  o f  the  f lgh t lng  1n  Ch lna  and the

Phtl1pp1nes, was more than enough to have overwhelmed the Hen-

derson F1e ld  de fenses .  But  l ,he  Seventeenth  Arny  sent  1 ts  fo rces

to  the  ls lanc l  p : teoemeal ,  a  babta l lon  or  a  reg lment  a t  a  the ,

never  ln  su f l l c len t . fo rce  l to  moun l ;  and gr ls ta ln  a  p l :o fonged

a t L a c k ,

Gener :a l  Vanc legr l f l t ,  on  l i l . s  parb ,  l (ep t  8 t l :ong anc l  agBres-

s lve  cornbat  pa l ) . 'o . l  s  fo ln ta rd  oJ 'h1$: l  ines  and ' laur rchec l  l lm l ted

of fens lves  to  keep the  ' Iapanese o f r  ba lance.  He never  over -

comrnltted hls nen or unclertook taFll(s that would place a severe

s t ra ln  on  h ls  resources .  t le  l rad  a  mJss lcn- -ho ld  l lenderson

! ' l e f d .  - a r , o  I  e  r I l  {  ' l l  e d  J . t .

The Japanese meihod ot' bu1ldl.ng up thelr forceo on 0uadal-

cana l ,  and the  lnpetuos l ty  o l  . iapanese Ieaders ,  lu rn lshed the

pat te rn  o f  the  s lx -mol l th -1ong ba t r t le  to  re take  the  1s1and.  A

few thousand men at d tlrne woul(l land from fransports outslde

the perimeter and then would attack almost J.nmed1ately. The

actlon at the threatened poil it would be bltberly fou€iht wlth

focal advantage whlpFawlng bac}: t ln{l forth, but wl1-,h the de-

fendera  a lways  ab le  l ,o  cor rc . r l i r . ' a l , : t - 'enoLrgh i . c ; je rve  s t reng lh  to

beat  the  Japane$e back  w- ! lh  c l r tg8er '1 l lg  Io i r res .



The ground actlon on Guadalcariaf revolved around a serles

o f  h lghpo ln ts  o f  ln tense f lgh t lng  w l th  lnLerva ls  marked by

v lgorous  pa t ro l  oonbat .  In  n1d-August ,  the  Mar lnes  loca ted

and engaged the  or tg lna l  1s1and gar r lson  ln  pos l . t lons  about

6,000 yards west ol Kukum beyond the Matanlkau Rlver- Then on

the  21s t ,  a  re ln lo rced enemy bat ta l lon  wh lch  had Jus t  landed

east  o f  the  per lmeter  rushed the  Mar lne  de fenses  a long A l l lga tor

Creek, often rnlsnamecl the Tenartr R1ver. The JapaneE-' force was

d e s t r o y e d .

1 'he  sarne  faNe befe l l  a  b r lgade o l  6 ,000 men wh l ' ch  landdd

on bo th  $ lde$ o f  the  per : lmeter  ln  la te  Ar rgus t  and ear ly  Sep-

tember. Movlng through the June;]e wlth h1s maln body, the

eneny commander  a t tempted to  launch a  th ree-pronged a t tack

from lnland and both flanks, The spolt choosen for lthe J-nland

drtve throuelh to fhe alrf leld was a rld8e nlanned by tl)e orlg1nal"

assault troops at Tulagl whon Ceneral VandegrXft had brought

over  to  re ln fo rce  i l l . s  de l 'enses ,  Mar lne  ra lders ,  parachut ls ts ,

lnfantryrnen, ploneers, and artlt ler:ynen all 
"had 

a hand ln the

two-day  ba t t l .e  to  ho ld  tbe  r ldge,  bu i  when the  las t  enemy so l -

d le r  w l thdrew on f4  sep lenber ,  the  pos l t lon  was s t l l1  1n  tuner l -

can possess-j.on, The enemy flank attack,s planned to accornpany

the maln assault faded away, Ln the face of stronE! Marlne de-

fenses  near  the  coaet .

i ih l l  e  Lhe fs t  I r l v ls lo r

by  the  fau lLy  re  ln fo rcement

Amer lcan NavY was su  f fe r lng

hlstory. Ttle Japaneae and

was ho ld lng  l t s  own,  he lped a long

$t ra tegy  o f  the  Japanese,  the

the  wors t  ser les  o f  reverees  1n  1 ts

the  Amer :1cans ,  the  la t te r  bo ls te red
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on occas lon  by  Aus t ra f lan  and New Zea land sh lps ,  tang led  re -

peatedly ln the waters off Cuaddlcanal and 1n the Solomon Sea'

Sea lark  cbanne l  on  a  new t l t le '  l ron-Bot to r0  Sound,  ln  dub lous

tribute to the number of shlps that sank there durlng frequent

and cos t lY  n lgh t  ba t t les .

The over-al1 score of shlps lost from August through

December vJas staggerl.ng, but ln the flnal analysls hurt the

Japanese more  than the  Aner lcans  because o f  the  d l f fe r lng  re -

p facement  po ten t laL  o f  the  two na t lons '  Two Aner lcan  car r le rs '

6  c ru lsers ,  13  des t royers ,  and a  score  o f  sna l le r  vesse ls  were

sunk; many nore ships \rere severel"y damaged' The Japanese

Los i  one car r le r ,  l two ba t t lesh lps ,  th ree  c ru lsers '  and e ]even

destroyers and had at l.east an equaL nullber damaged'

The dec ls lve  fac l lo r  ln  the  sea baLt les  In  the  So lonons

was Al.l-1ed alr. The CACTUS Alr Force and carrler squadrons

exac ted  a  heavy  to11 o f  t ranspor t$  dur ' lng  Japar )ese  re in fo rce-

ment  a t tempts ,  and o f ten  evened the  ta l l y  when enemy warsh lpa

that had come out ahead 1n an exchange of gunflre and torpedoes

at Guadalcanal were caught retlrlng toward nabaul'

On 18 Septenber, the TtlI Marlnes arrlved on Cuadalcanal

f r :on  Samoa,  Jus t  1n  t lme to  tes t  tbemse lves  aga lns t  a  Japanese

force  lha t  had landed wesb o f  the  Matan lkau '  In  a  success lon

of  sharp ly  lought  engagements  Las t lnc  bhrough 9  Ocbober '  the

lst Dlvlslon turned back the enemy attackers, exactlng a heavy

, to]1 of dead and wounded for the aLtenpt to break through the

per lne ter .  The ar r l vz t l  o f  t l l e  d lv ls lon tB m1.ss1ng reg lment  was fo f -

lowed on 13 October by the landlng of t lre flrst lnfantry regl-

rnent  o f  the  Armyts  Aner ' l ca1  D lv ls loL  t ( )  reJn for lce  the  Mar lnes '

IO



T,he soldlers were asslgned thelr owri sector of the defense 11ne

to  ho ld  i tnd  took  par t  1n  the  repu lse  o f  the  heav les t  Japanese

offenslve ol' t l ' le campalSn durlng atl,acks whlch lasted fron 21-

28 0c  Lobe c .

The enerny strength at the start of the October offenslve

had reached 20 ,OOO rnen,  wh l1e  Genera l  Vandegr l l t rs  command had

$rown to  23 ,OOO.  Many o f  the  conbatan ts  on  bo th  s ldes  were  ln

poor  hea l th ,  however ,  and the  f l -gures  do  no1;  l :e l lec t  lnen  ax

peak cornbat  e f f l c lency .  Trop lca l  d lseaEes found easy  prey  among

m€.:n weakelled by nental and phy$jcal $traln and a shortage of

i.at.1.or)s, both bhe Japane$e and Aflell lcan6 had dlff1cu1l'y keeplng

any nore  than a  ba fe  subs l .s tence feve l  o f  supp l les  on  the  ls '

land. Thousands of {rhe Marlnes wlthtn the perlmeter and 1n

ihc  f ron t - l .1ne pos i t lons  su l fe red  repeated  a t tacks  o l '  na la r la

and other" fevera, yet lrhey held on because they had bo' Fo!"

Uhe Japanese In  tbe  Jung le ,  the  case was even worse  as  med lc lne

and doc tors  were  ln  shor t  suppty ,  food o f ten  I 'a l led  to  reach

as$aulb lrroops, and hundreds of the eneny dled of malnutrlt lon

a n d  d l . s e a $ e .

November wa$ tihe crlt lcal not)th 1n whlcll the l$sue of the

Dampalgn  was dec lded.  Desp l te  te ! ' r1b1e fosses ,  the  A1: t led

nava l  fo rces ,  a ldcd  by  CA0TLIS A l . r  Force '  won a  I 'our *day  sea and

a1!' batt].e lor corltrol of the waters of the lower So\omons '

' l 'he lst Dlvlslon receiveal lrrrther relnforcement from the Amerlcal

Dlvlslon and from l,he 2d Marlne Dlvlslon and used these fre8h

troops to hamnler at the Japanese posltlorls. A nonth of contln-

uous  f lgh t lng  w l th  a r t l l l e ry ,  i l r ,  and  uava l  gunf l re  suppor t
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all. playlng a part In the destructlon, vlrtually f lnlshed one

Japanese d lv ls lon  and e lenents  o f  anobher .

On 9 December, General Vandegrlft turned over c ofi lnand of

the  fo rces  on  Ouada lcana l  to  MaJor  Genera l  A lexander  M.  Patch ,

corrrnander of the Amerlcal Dlv1,s1on, as the J.st Marlne Dlvlslon

vras  o f f l c la l l y  re l1eved.  The ba t t l .e -weary  Mar lnes  o l  the  ls t ,

many o f  then bad ly  1n  need o f  t rosp lLa l l zaL lon  as  a  r .esu l t  o f

the l r  bouts  w l th  t rop lca l  d lseases ,  depar ted  1n  the  nex t  few

days  fo r  Aus t ra l la  and a  much-needed res t ,  Dur lng  December

and the  f l rs t  few days  o f  the  new year ,  Genera l  Patch  regrouped

h ls  fo rces  fo r  a  d r lve  ca . lcu ] .a ted  to  push the  Japanese o f f  the

ls land.  The 25 th  ln lan t ry  D lv ls lon  and the  remaln lng  un l ts  o f

the  2d  Mar lne  DLv ls lon  ar r l ved  to  .Jo ln  the  so1d1erg  o f  the

A,'nerlcal ln the fl- lral ol 'fensl.ve.

The Xl.V Ar.rny L'ori,ps wa$ organlzed under Ceneral Palrahrs

corunand to  cont ro .L  [he  ac l r lons  o f  the  th ree  d lv ls l .ons .  On ] .0

January ,  the  corps  launc led  L ts  a f tack  west  a long the  coas t  to -

ward  Cape Esperance,  the  t1p  o t '  the  Is land. .  fhe  advance wa8

hot ly  contes ted  ln  1 ts  f l rs t  days ,  bu t  the  Japanese gave way

s tead l ly  be fqre  the  conb lned Arny-Mar lne  o f fens lve ,  La te  1n

January, when lntell. lgence was recelved of a bul.ld*up of enemy

sh lpp lng  a t  Rabau l ,  Lhe Amer lcan advance was s fowed,  Th lnk lng

tba t  th ls  news mlght  p r?esage a  la rge-sca le  re l .n fo rcenent  a t -

tempt  as  I t  had many t lmes prev lous ly ,  Cenera l  Patch  wanted  to

keep h Is  conbaL fo rceg concent ra ted  enough to  repe l  a  counter ,

fand lng .  -  Bu l  ihe  Ja l raneae rh ip8  were  l )e i r ,g  read led  to r  another

rea rJon- -the eva* uat J-on qf Gun-d,,.. 1 :r rlr iar'1.,
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The enerny had had enough' He wlshed only to rescue tne

t roops  s t1 ] l  a l i ve  on  the  1s1and to  f1ght  another  day '  In  the

.f 1r,st lteek of February, durlng a serles of darlng nlght runs

by  des t royer  t ranspor ts ,  about  13 ,oOO Japar lese  were  taken o f f

cape Esperance.  On 8  February ,  Genera l  PaNch cou ld  repor t

"To ta1  and conrp fe te  de lea t  o f  Japanese fo rces  on  Guada lcana l '  ' ' '

fn ! 'r lnnlng control of the 1sland, Marlne and Arny unlts

had over  1 ,500 o f f l cers  and men k l1 Ied  and 4 ,7oo wounded 1n

ac t lon .  l lhe  Japanese los t  14 ,800 k l l led  and counted  another

9 ,OOo c lead f rom wounds or  d lgease;  a  thousand pr " lsoners '  nos t

o f  thenr  labor  1 , roops ,  were  taken.  Both  s ldes  los t  about  the

same number of l lghtlng Fhlps and cre}'rmen 1n the battle for

cont ro l  o f  the  seas ,  perhaps  the  most  coat fy  nava l  canpa lgn  1n

nodern  h lu t io ry .  In  the  a l r ,  l rhe  ba lance we lghed heav l l y  ln

fervor of the Alj^Ies who accounted for 600 eneny planes and

p l lo tE  and los t  less  than ha l f  as  rnany  1n  te t 'u rn '  tu1  account -

lng  o f  compara t lve  fosses  dur lng  the  Bat t te  fo r  Guada lcana l

o!r:l.y crnpha€lzcs the lmp;rtance of' the canpalgn. The selzure

o f  the  l5 land f ro r0  the  Japanese was tbe  aL l - lnpor tan t  f l r€ t

step .fondard on the road to Tokyo, the slgnaL of bhe end to a

) 'ear  o f  re t rea t  and thc  s l ' I l t ch  to  the  o f fens lve '
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