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FOREWORD

This typescript, the transcribed memoir of General
Clifton B. Cates, USMC (Retired) results from a series of
tape-recorded interviews conducted with him at his home in
Edgewater, Maryland during 28 March, 11 April, 2 May, 19
September, and 10 October 1967 for the Marine Corps Oral
History Program. As one facet of the Marine Corps histor-
ical collection effort, this program obtains, by means of
tape-recorded interviews, primary source material to aug-
ment documentary evidence.

Oral History is essentially spoken history, the oral
recall of eyewitness impressions and observations recorded
accurately on tape in the course of an interview conducted
by an historian or an individual employing historical meth-
odology and possibly the technigues of a journalist. The
final product is a verbatim transcript containing histor-
ically valuable personal narratives relating to noteworthy
professional experiences and observations from active duty,
reserve, and retired distinguished Marines.

General Cates was able to edit only Sessions I and II
of these memoirs before his death and made only minor cor-
rections and emendations. All corrections in Sessions III-V,
therefore, as well as those initially made in the first two
sessions were made by the interviewer. The reader is asked
to bear in mind, therefore, that he is reading a transcript
of the spoken rather than the written word. General Cates:
has placed a restriction of OPEN on the use of both his in-
terview tapes and transcript. This means that a potential
user may read the transcript or audit the recording upon
presentation of appropriate credentials.

Copies of this memoir are deposited in the Marine Corps
Oral History Collection, Historical Division, Headquarters,
U. S. Marine Corps, Washington, D. C.; Special Collections,
Butler Library, Columbia University, New York, N. Y.; .Oral
History Collection, United States Naval Institute, Annapolis,
Maryland; and the Manuscript Collection, Breckinridge Library,
Marine Corps Development and Education Command, Quantico,
Virginia.

E. H. BIMMONS
Brigadier General, U. S. Marine Corps (Retired)
Director of Marine Corps History and Museums

Signed:
26 April 1973
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GENERAL CLIFTON B. CATES, USMC (RETIRED)

General Clifton Bledsoe Cates, one of the few officers
of any service who have commanded a platoon, a company, a
battalion, a regiment and a division under fire, served as
the 19th Commandant of the Marine Corps from January, 1948,
to January, 1952.

He retired on June 30, 1954, after two and a half years
as Commandant of the Marine Corps Schools at Quantico, Va.

A varsity man on both the baseball and football teams
at the University of Tennessee, where he studied law, the
future Marine general soon after graduation plunged into
a career that took him through five major engagements in
the first World War and another five in the second.

His service ranged from duty at sea to duty at the
White House; from platoon leader to Commandant. During
more than 37 years as a Marine, he was wounded several
times and won nearly 30 decorations.

In World wWar II, after commanding the lst Marine Regi-
ment in the Guadalcanal-Tulagi landings and the capture and
defense of Guadalcanal, the general fought as commander of
the 4th Marine Division in the Marianas operation, the Tinian
campaign and the seizure of Iwo Jima. He won the Legion of
Merit with Combat "V at Guadalcanal, the Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal at Tinian and a Gold Star in lieu of a second
Distinguished Service Medal at Iwo Jima. His Iwo Jima cita-
tion states in part:

"A bold tactician, he landed his force on the southeast
shore of the island against heavy enemy resistance and, defy-
ing the terrific, continuous bombardment laid down by enemy
guns located strategically on high ground which afforded
direct observation and complete coverage of his entire zone
of action, pushed his relentless advance...through the shift-
ing volcanic sands.

"Repeatedly disregarding his own personal safety, (the
then) Major General Cates traversed his own front lines
daily to rally his tired, depleted units and by his un-
daunted valor, tenacious perseverance, and staunch leader-
ship in the face of overwhelming odds, constantly inspired
his stouthearted Marines to heroic effort during critical
phases of the campaign."

As a young lieutenant with the 6th Marine Regiment in
World wWar I, the general fought in the Verdun defensive
sector, at Bouresches and Belleau Wood in the Aishe defen-
sive, at Soissons in the Aisne-Marne offensive, in the




Marbache sector of the St. Mihiel offensive and in the
Blanc Mont and Argonne]Forest engagements of the Meuse-
Argonne offensive. He won the Navy Cross, Army Distin-
guished Service Cross and an Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of
a second Distinguished Service Cross for heroism in the
Bouresches and Belleau Wood fighting, where he was both
gassed and wounded. He won the Silver Star Medal at
Soissons, where he.was wounded a second time, and an Oak
Leaf Cluster in lieu of a second Silver Star Medal in the
Blanc Mont fighting.

Apart from those decorations and the Purple Heart
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, which he received for wounds,
the French Government recognized his heroism with the
Legion of Honor and the Croix de Guerre with Gilt Star
and two palms. He also was cited twice in the general
orders of the 2na Division, AEF, and once by the Com-
manding General, AEF, and is entitled to wear the
Fourragere awarded the 6th Marines.

Son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Willis J. Cates, the
general was born on August 31, 1893, at Tiptonville,
Tenn. After elementary education in country schools, he
became an honor student and a four-letter man in sports.
His Bachelor of Laws degree was obtained at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in 1916. On June 13, 1917, as a 2nd
lieutenant in the reserves, he reported for active duty
at the Marine Barracks, Port Royal, S. C., and sailed
for France the following January.

After participating in the occupation of Germany,
General Cates returned to the United States in Septem-
ber, 1919, and during the next year he served in Wash-
ington, D. C., as a White House aide and Aide-de-Camp to
the Commandant of the Marine Corps. He then served at
San Francisco, Calif., as Aide-de-Camp to the Command-
ing General, Department of the Pacific, from October,
1920, until June, 1923, when he began a tour of sea duty
as commander of the Marine Detachment aboard the USS
California. That assignment was completed in April, 1925.
A month later he began a year of service with the 4th
Marine Regiment of San Diego, Calif.

In March, 1928, after serving on recruiting duty at
Spokane, Wash., and Omaha, Neb., the general was named a
member of the American Battle Monuments Commission at
Washington. He served in that capacity until May, 1929,
then was ordered to Shanghai, China, where he rejoined the
4th Marines. Three years later he was detached from that
regiment to return to Washington for study in the Army
Industrial College.

Completing his course in June of 1933, General Cates
reported the followingmmonth to Quantico, where he served
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with the 7th Marines and completed the Senior Course in the
Marine Corps Schools. He returned again to Washington in
September, 1935, and was assigned to the War Plans Section
of the Division of Operations and Training at Marine Corps
Headquarters.

In August, 1937, the general sailed for Shanghai as a
battalion commander with the 6th Marine Regiment, serving
with that unit until he rejoined the 4th Marines in March,
1938. Again the following year he was brought back to
Washington for instruction in the Army War College. That
course was completed in June, 1940, and he reported the
next month to the Philadelphia Navy Yard as director of
the Marine officers Basic School. By the time the United
States entered World War II, the furture Commandant was
a colonel.

In May of 1942, General Cates took command of the lst
Marine Regiment, which, as part of the lst Marine Division,
he led at Guadalcanal. With the invaluable experience ob-
tained in that campaign, he was peturned to the United
States the following March for his first tour of duty as
Commandant of the Marine Corps Schools at Quantico. He
continued in that capacity until June, 1944. The follow-
ing month he took command of the 4th Marine Division,
leading that organization in the Pacific theater until
the end of the war. By that time he was a major general.

Ordered back to the United States in December of 1945,
the general became President of the Marine Corps Equipment
Board at Quantico, holding that position for six months be-
fore he was named Commanding General of the Marine Barracks,
Quantico. He held that command until January 1, 1948, when
he was advanced to the rank of General and sworn in as Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, succeeding General Alexander
A. Vandegrift. When he completed his four-year term as
Commandant, he reverted to the rank of lieutenant general
and began his second tour as Commandant of the Marine Corps
Schools. He was again promoted to general upon retirement.

In addition to the decorations already mentioned, Gen-
eral Cates' medals and decorations include the Presidential
Unit Citation ribbon with three bronze stars (Guadalcanal,
Tinian and Iwo Jima); the World War I Victory Medal with
Aisne, Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel, Meuse-Argonne and Defen-
sive Sector clasps; the Army of Occupation of Germany
Medal; the Expeditionary Medal (China-1929-31); the Yangtze
Service Medal (Shanghai-1930-31); the China Service Medal
(China-1937-39); the American Defense Service Medal; the
Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Medal with one silver star
in lieu of five bronze stars; the American Area Campaign
Medal; the World War II Victory Medal; the National Defen-
se Service Medal and the Netherlands Order of the Orange
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Nassau with crossed swords and rank of Grand QOfficer.

He also holds LL.D. degrees from the University of
Tennessee and the University of Chattanooga.

General Cates died June 1970.
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He

Well, General, it's a real pleasure to speak to you
under these circumstances and sit here and talk to
you about your long and valuable and outstanding
career in the Marine Corps. 1I'd like to talk to you,
if I may, first about your early days, not in the
Marine Corps but as a young boy.

You were born in Tennessee, is that correct?
That's correct.
Nashville?
No, it's a little town -- Tiptonville, Tennessee in
the extreme northwest.
And what did your father do down there?

adAp
was principally a farmer but heﬁ;ltxad cotton gins@:'

Thew ) / <
that you were relatively well off, & v mediva c/ass

Would you say

4

No, medium class,

What size town was this down there, si%?

The town itself was only about twelve hundred but we
lived five miles out in the country frqm that.

So you would say that you had more or less a farm
boy's life.,

Oh, definitely. In fact, I lived right on the

Mississippi River.
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What was the largest size "cat" you ever caught?
You wouldn't believe it if I were to tell you,
Around 112 pounds.,

112 pounds!

I didn't catch him. I was in the boat that caught him,
A

A what we called jugging. We were floating down the

river with blocks and we had to shoot him twice be-
fore we got him out of the water.
My gosh, that's a pretty big cat.
He was six feet two.
" Pretty good eating?
111 say.
Now, you went to school in Tiptonville?
No, I went to country schools about two miles from
where I lived.
And then high school? AON AN f
/A A
No, I went off to school, SSEESEESEERe, Hughes inie
A\
et g

~ Tennessee, n fater I went to the

Missouri Military Academy in Mexico, Mi ssouri,M‘xmﬁeﬁ_@xﬂx

graduated,

And of course that was quite a switch from VMI training ot
the Marinesofficers we had there for a while,
Oh, yes.

When did you graduate from the Missouri Military Academy?
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1910. But I went back and took théibost-graduate
course. I might say it wasn't much of a course -~ I
mostly loafed,

Was this college level?

No, eareer prep school. Andfmeimﬁgggge,/%gter that I
went to the University of Tennessee.

And graduated from there?

In 1916.

Did you go immediately into the Marine Corps?

No. I went back the next year and took a refresher
course in law and was preparing to take the state bar
examination when I went into the Marine Corps.

This is very interesting. A number of your contemp-
oraries and as a matter of fact a few after who were
commi ssioned in the Marine Corps had a background in
law, Did you find this extremely helpful or helpful
to any degree?

Oh, yes, there is no question about it, I mean it
teaches you to look for fine print and be a little
skeptical, you might say, of things.

What impelled you to join the Marine Corps?

That's rather an odd story. As I said, I was getting
ready to take the state bar examination and I hap-

pened to run into the son of the president of the




University, And I asked him, "Has your dad had any
calls for people going into the service?"” And he
said, "Not that I know of.," I said, "Well, if he
does, put my name down.”

About two weeks later I saw him and he said,
"Dad has a letter from the Marine Coxps wanting eight
Second Lieutenant reservé§2” Do you want to apply?"
And I said, "What in the hefl is that outfit{" I
really didn't know., And I said, "Yes, put my name
down." And that's the way it started.

MR, FRANK: That's where it started, That's very unusual --
well, not so unusual because there were a numper of
people at that same time that came into the Maxine
Corps that had never heard about the Marine Corps.

GENERAL CATES: Oh yes.

MR, FRANK: Where did you go immediately after you were commis-
sioned? This was when? 1917?

GENERAL CATES: Yes, it was in May)1917fand there's another kind of
humorous story that I might tell. We were ordered to
appear at the Marine Barracks in Washington for a
physical examination on the 2lst day of May. There
were about/l'd say two hundred other college kids
there, and we reported at nine o'clock. They said,

come back this afternoon at one; come back tomorrow
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MR, FRANK:

morning at nine o'clock; come back in the. aftemoon
at one o'clock. So that kept up for three days and
we were all‘running out of money. In fact, we had
run out and they appointed a committee of three to go
in to see the Commanding Officer. At that time, he
was Major Dick Williams and he was known as "Terrible
Terry." So we went in and I explained to him -- I
was the spokesman -- and I said, "Major, we've been
here three days now and we're all running out of
money and if we can't get examined, we're going back
home tonight."” And he pounded the desk and said,
"What the hell is this? Insubordination before you
get into the Marine Corps? Get out of herel"

So we got out but as I went out I said, "If
we're not examined B this afternoon, we're going‘
back." So we were examined that afternoon.

What did he say after the examination after you saw
him?

I don't think I saw him for a number of years and
later he got to be a very close friend of ours.

He has quite a reputation, I think.

Oh yes.

He was one of the real characters of the Marine

Corps.
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Good-looking chap, too.

Was he any relation to now-retired Bob Williams, the
paratrooper?

No, I don't think so. We had lots of Williamses,
After you were examined, I assume that you passed
your examination.

Oh yes, and that was on the 24t§fas nysmembeféof May,

RO O
Then we returned back home and thenm=

2
were ordered

i

it

we were

/

to report to duty at Parris Islanérgrfl say

5
-- I was. I reported on the 13th of June 1917.
Why don't you just go ahead and tell about it in your

own words without my asking what happened subse-

quently.
NN .
w{e,xmmﬁ\at Paxris Island.ﬁ We took, of course,

close order drill, bayonet and rifle range aanout-
side of the rifle range part of it, there wasn't any
of it any good =-- the training. No extended oxder or
anything else. And then I think about the first of
July, two weeks later, they gave us leave for five
days and thes=we wefét&gﬁéred to report in to Quan=-
tico, Vi - o

We reported in to t\l:éé?géﬁgjﬁ at Quantico. That

lasted approximately two months and then on, I think

it was, the 28th day of August 1917, I was ordered to
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report to the 96th Company, Second Battalion, Sixth
Marines., The company was organized that day.

At Quantico?

Yes,

Had you gotten your uniforms while you were down at
Parris Island?

No, we hadn't. We ordered the uniforms when we took
our physical and passed., We had a few of them but
not many.

Had you been sworn in right after you passed your
physical?

Yes,

In other words, they knew immediately after they gave
you the physical whether or not you had passed.

OH, yes.

‘e Quantico was not much and was pretty rugged at

she-war-time

that timgﬁjni guess it was be%?
expansion, Is that correct?

Oh yes, there was prastictally very little there. They
were building the wooden barracks. Of course, there
was loté of mud, and-anything-el-se. We trained there
for approximately four months, and General Holcomb,

who was then a Major, was our Battalion Commander at

that time.
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This is at Quantico?

At Quantico. Then on, I think it was, the 18th

day of January we departed for Philadelphia =-- the

Second Battalion -- and boarded the USS Henderson

and sailed the next morning.

When you went through this officers' school up at

Quantico before joining the 96th Marines, whatu did
L 0

they teach youp What was part of the curri culéy!

I would say that at least half of it waen't worth a

hevraly . For instance, I spent at least

half of my time in trying to learn the Semaphore and

the Morse cods,and what good was that for a Second

Lieutenant., And, of course, we had lots of close

order drill. We had some extended order drill and we

dug trenches and we d:iiZﬁa%;é grenadesﬁanq;gome of

the training was good bug a lot of it wasn't worth a

b, JLouc -
Who were some of the people that were down there with
you at that timei Who were some of the officers who

later went on to some degree of prominence in the

Marine Corps)Latetq

U S SRR ﬁ\z\‘»zf
Hekl , ééﬁ%&al fB ;Ei-=a$;~ He=had_one.of-Lhe

i
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How about some of the lieutenants that were down there
with you.

Oh, I think the world of those§ I mean, people like
General Shepherd, . . .

Wallace, Worton?

Wéllace, Worton, Erskine, Murray, Sellersx\&xggfj
Who was that, Charlie Murray?

Yes,

He wa§)late§ﬁBarnett's aide?

Yes., |

There was no such thing as staff and command teach-
ing=er courses. Nothing in stéff work.

No. None at all.

Did you findféhis, as you went on later in the Marine
Corps, that=this was something the Marine Corps
lacked?

Oh yes, definitely. I think with the training that a
youngster gets these days that, if we had had that
training during World War I, I don't believe we would
have lost one-third of our men. There was very little
team work. You usually just got up, rushed in,
fired, and there waen't any covering fire, any man-

euvering, é‘bu just got up and went forward,

Well, how about the staff work out in the field.? If
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an officer wanted a report, did he just march back to
where the battalion headquarters was?

We used runners mostly, which was very unreliable,

And we had telephones that didn't work. But you re-
lied mostly on runners and Semaphore. I must admit
that we used quite a bit of Semaphore., But the
Lieutenant didn't do the signalling, we had signalmen,
Did they use these heliographs too?

No, I don't think so. N6t then.

What was the voyage overseas like? What was the
transport -- the old Henderson?

The old Henderson was rough as billy-hell. It was an
exceedingly rough trip. I have a rather amusing story
to me -- it might not be to anyone else. When we sailed
from Philadelphia, we thought we were going direct to
France and we woke up the next morning and we were in
New York harbor. It was cold as Iceland -- gogh, it
wag cold =- January. And so they allowed the officers
to go ashore that night with the understanding that
they were to be back aboard ship the next morning at
eight o'clock. So I went along with a crowd and we
kind of did the town. Along about two o'clock that
night though, I decided I had had enough, So I tried

to get a taxi cab to get back down to the pier and
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there was no such thing as getting a taxi cab. It was
sleeting and snowing -- about ten inches of snow. So
I went to a hotel and turned in and I left a call for
six o*clock, I didn't even take my clothes off, I
went to sleep. When I woke up the next morning, it
was after nine o'clock and we had been ordered to be
back aboard ship at eight, we were supposed to sail at
nine. So I was fréntic, of course, and I finally got
down and cussed the ﬁﬁéfigzéfNWent out the door. I got
a taxi and got down to the pier and I couldn't even
see the old Henderson out.there -- it was foggy and
snowy. There was a British boat there and I asked
them if they were going out in that direction and

they said yes so I went out with them. The Henderson

was still there.

ashore again and I said, "No, sir, not me! I'm not

going."

The others got back on time o.k.

Oh, yes.

I can imagine what a sinking feeling it must have been.

Did you get any reprimand or anything out of it?
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Not at all.

The others had gotten back earliex?
Yes, they had gotten back earlier. As far as I know,
nobody knew when I came aboard.

How long a trip was it over to Francey

I think it took us ten days, if I remember.

What did you do aboard ship?

Oh, stand watches -- submarine watches. And the& had
schools and things to kill time. They even tried to
teach us French.

What kind of school did they have for the men and for
the officers?

Things like field éortifications, engineering.,

When you were down at Quantico, were there any French
instructors down there?

I don't remember any French. We had some Scots.
You did have some Scotsy

Yes. And Canadians, but I don't remember any French.
These were veterans who had fought in France?

Oh yes. They had been in action and of course they

scared us to death, particularly on the gas question. 7 }W& Said
» / i

T=think iif you get one eniff of mustard gas, you*d die.

MR, FRANK: Was gas the main worry?

GENERAL CATES: Yes, I believe it was.
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Were you gassed?
Oh yes. My company was wiped out with gas,
That's right, At Bouresches, wasn't it?
No, it was a week later,‘f\kdlfx§3>ﬁﬁﬁgjwaqdv\§§@w@%%f§5
A week later?

Yes.

That must have been something -- attacking in the
midst of a gas attack.

We actually didn't attack through it, What had hap-
pened . , . well, we're getting way ahead of our-
selves here.

Yes, sir, We'll get to that later on.

All right.

You landed where? St. Nazaire?

Yes.

And what happened then?

Oh, we took box cars and went up to a town called
Blgixipcourt, France.
there for a couple of months, I guess, and really
learned French warfare,

Were you taught by the French this time or on your
own?

On our own.

;}é,
The company commander was Duncan, was &t not?

There we billeted and we stayed
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GENERAL CATES: Donald Duncan.

MR, FRANK: And who were some of the other platoon leaders?

GENERAL GATES:; Oh we had a big roughiand ready man named Robertson,
who was a fine soldier, fine Marine, but the men hated
his guts. He was a hard-boiled rascal. And then we
had Lockhart, First Platoonj Brail sford, Second; Johnny
Bowling, who lives over here in Marlboro, Maryland,
Third; and 1 had the Fourth Platfon.

MR, FRANK; Was there such a thing as a Mortar Platoon or Mortar
Section at that timey

GENERAL CATES:s Not in the company, no.

MR, FRANK: That was battalion.

GENERAL CATES: We had rifles and bayonets)and I guess that was it in
the companies because the machine gun company was
separate entirely. They had the Browning =- not the
Browning, the Lewis machine gun.

MR, FRANK: They didn't have the Chauchats yet?

GENERAL CATESs No, that's a story in itself. We got over to France
and we had these nice Lewis machine guns and we had to
turn them in and they gave us those doggone Chauchats,

MR, FRANK: Why?

GENERAL CATES:  Well, ﬁ:fy Qlaimed that they needed the Lewis machine

A AR

guns £xomﬂplané§ and Chauchat was the best thing they

- P ¥/ B  ¢A?§fa
had which ({47 07 i 4 hoorah
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The Lewis was @ British, was it not? O was it Ameri-
can?

This was American, I think. I'm pretty sure,

That's the one with a drum oéj%EE;ﬁ&ge and the big flashy
Yes.

The mortar at that time was the Stokes mortar, was it
not?

Yes.

The French mortam® M6, It was the Briti sh!z/e;a«:;@%w
Yes.

Now, what other kind of training did you undergo while
at Bleavincourt?

Well, as I said, mostly extended order and French war-
fare,

What about gas drill?

We had a certain amount of gas drill, yes.

Was there any ease or any comfort with the gas mask
that you hadz Did you feel that these would have done
the job?

No, none at all. In fact, we had two gas masks. We
had the old English respirator and then we had the
French pan that really was just =-- I don't know, it
had some kind of chemical on it that wasn't any good,

So the gas mask in essence didn't work out at all.
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GENERAL CATES: No. In fact, the respirators we hadf@bout half of

them were defective,

MR, FRANK: The first offensive that the battalion participated in
wggx%gE%eau Thierry, was that right?

GENERAL CATES: Yes, we had had training up in the qubetl sector LN
Verdun =-- the Toulons-Troyons section. That was good
trainlng too, because we got in patrolling and we get\x@qx
our baptlsm of artlllery fireeand-%zigot plenty of it,
too,

MR, FRANK: Was German artillery fire good?

GENERAL CATESs  OH, very accurate. As a matter of fact it would
;iféhgﬁékb man. And”ﬁp to the time we went wp
there it had been a quiet sector, but you know Ameri-
cans. When they get in they get trigger happy and we
started firing and they fired and they pouredﬁt on
them.

MR, FRANK: Did you.ever go out 66 any of these patrols?

GENERAL CATES:  OH, ves,

MR, FRANK: What was it like?
GENERAL CATES: I didn't like it, I can tell you that, We didn't do
k} ﬂ\w\&{x r;;
too much of it though, And there were wh%rls of

S

barbed wire”‘yjﬁ were always getting tangled up in the f%

wire,
MR, FRANK: The place at Verdun had been pretty well chewed up, It




was a mess,

GENBRAL CATES: Oh yes, it was terrible.

MR, FRANK: And this was when?

GENERAL CATES:  Oh, it-was along-in -+ Yyou can-look-in -my. record.
there. I think it was in March and April.

MR, FRANK: Yes,

GENERAL CATES: Yes, March and April.

MR. FRANK: Now the big offensive that the Gemmans threw was later
on, The drive to Paris was when the Belleau Woods JW/)/M
began:? |

GENERAL CATES: Yes, that's right,

MR, FRANK3 Actually, the Aisne-Marne and Chateau Thierry in June
and July was just an offensive that the Allies had . . .

GENERAL CATES: Yes, you see the Germans drove down and they took
southeast trenches over in the Verdun sector. 1In fact
we had come out and were getting some more training and
a little rest, And they needed us badly so they shoved
us up. We went to the edge of Paris and on up and got
up to a little town called Montreuil. We got out of
the buses and started advancing and kept going until
we made contact with the Germans that were advancing,
So they stopped and we stopped and we dug in, That
was on the 3lst day of May.or the first-ef-June-—~-Itve

forgotten which, And we held those lines there and

i
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they attacked mot-too—heavily-in-those days. Then our
battalion was taken out of the line on the night of
the fifth of June and we had just gotten back in
reserve and gotten tra&ggalﬁbvﬁﬁ§KWhen Major Holcomb
got an order to attack at five o'clock -- it was then
twenty minutes to five -- and we were a good kilometer
from our jumping off place. So we double-timed part
of the way and got into position,and Actually we
didn't actually know our objective or where we were
going or what, We were deployed across this wheat
field and taking very heavy fire -- my platoon was,

We received word that Captain Duncan had been killed
-- the company commander. So with that I yelled to
this Lieutenant Robertson, I said, "Come on, Robertson,
let's go." And with that we jumped up and swarmed

=K A Y ‘*%(\J%

across thagxhheat field ia&Q&Bouresches and émout

B Seve K \;\‘& S o “k wwx.‘:\\ é‘ {«‘
two=thirds of the way down I ca ght eﬁt«fld
helmetirrggt put a great big dent in my helmet and
knocked me unconscious., So Robertsos,with the re-
mainder of my platooq/entered the west part of Bour-
esches,and pvidently I must have been out for five or
ten minutes, When I came to, I remember trying to

put my helmet on and the doggone thing wouldn't go on.

There was a great big dent in it as big as your fist,
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The machine gung&were hitting around and it looked
like hailgh&%$&ngwaxaundwso}§y first thought was to
run to the rear, I hate to admit it, but that was it.
Then I looked over to the right of the ravine and I
saw four Marines in this ravine, So I went staggering
over there =-- I fell two or three times, so they told
me -- and ran in and got these four Marines.and fhen
about that time I saw Lieutenant Robertson whg/with
the remainder of my platoon, was leaving the western
end of the town. By that time, we were right on the
edge of the center of town, So then I yelled at him
and I blew my whistle and he came over and he said,
6%11 right you take your platoon in and clean out the
town and I'1l] get reinforcementsfiwhich I thought was
a hell of a thing. Well, anyway we did, We went on
in and after getting into the town, we took heavy

fire going down the streets, In fact, one clipped-

through my helmet again and&hit me inkthe shoulder,

We cleaned out most of the town but by that time I had,
I think it was?twenty-one men left, So I just posted
them in four different posts around the town and set

’
up a kind of a Cossack posé%;EWithin an hour though,

the 79th Company came in with Major=Zane=-- Captain

Zane, From then on, there wasn't any question about
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holding the town. I mean, in two or three hours we
had enough men in there to hold a half a dozen towns.
Now, just to get the picture, Belleau Woods is . . .
To the left of Bouresches,

To the left of Bouresches. The 96th Company, Second
Battalion was on the right of the Fourth Brigade
attack, is that righty

Yes,

In other words ., . .

opy I think it was with the 23rd Infan-

.
eI ITI

try. Yes, I know it was -- to the right, You see, the
Fifth Regiment had attacked Belleau Woods at that time
but we had no contact with them,

r}}ﬁ;ﬁ’: Fatey Heys
Sislemot| did it not?

The woods ran sort of a
Northwest, southeast, Bouresches was more or less on
the flank, I've often contended,and I'm fimmly con=-
vinced, if we hadn't hawe yotten Bouresches, we
wouldn't have had any chance in Belleau Woods because
. & 2 é [/ .f?&’*é}‘f’f
Bouresches kind of flanked, {iuesisaioed Belleau Woods,
Yes, Were you able to use Bouresches &8s & base for
Entil 4 line
dpgulating- fire?
Oh yes, to a certain extent, It was a good piece away -
though. You see, Bouresches and a little town called --

I've forgotten the name of the town up there now --
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well, it doesn't make any difference.

How long did you have to hold Bouresches? How long
were you therey

We were there until the night of the tenth, But, you
see, we were pretty badly chewed up and we took ter-
rific fire while in Bouresches, I mean the Germans
layed it on us, In fact, we had a mystery there that
has never been cleared up, It was a twelve or fourteen

inch gun that fired once every twenty minutes into the

~town, And the people in the rear swore and be-damned

it was a German gun but there wasn't any question
about it. I went way back down the ravine and I could
hear the damned bhéa;xz%%inaxfrom the south and Ivd
watch it and hear it go right over and hit in the
town. We understood it was one of the big railway
guns == naval guns. . .

One of ours,

¢ o o that Admiral Plunkett had, I think. We never
could verify that but we hea:d‘that was it,

There's one in every war., It's like the one at Guad-
acanal,

Luckily the thing was hitting right in the center of

the town and practically ninety per cent of our men

were out on the perimeter, So it didn't do too much
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damage except to moxale,

MR, FRANK: To know that you were being shot, suspecting that you
were being shot at , ., ,

GENERAL CATES: And we couldn't stop it, It kept up for thirteen
hours. As I say, we actually didntt have a good
counter attack along there, Luckily the Gemmans didn't
counterattack, They put on a lot of gmaller attacks
and they'd fire and we'd fire, A rather amusing inci-
dent happened in one of these artillery fire fights
that they had, I was behind this stone wall at night
and all hell was going on. They thought we were at-
tacking and we thought they were attacking, you see,

A great big shell hit in a manure pile about twenty or
thirty feet behind me and you can imagine the mess it
made, It knocked everybody down, In fact, it killed
RS SV N T S
my orderly, standing Eé?%ﬁegme. He was standing there
md}%ﬁ%awdongothhu
But it must have been at least a six-inch gun,

MR, FRANK: It gpread manure and shells and everything.

GENERAL CATES:; It did, And we were taken out on the tenth or
eleventh, I don't remember which now. Then about two
days later we received word that the Gemmans were
going to put on thiiegzﬁhck up the northwest of Lucy,

A
So they broke us out and took us up on the dead run,
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MR, FRANK: To sort of out-flank and go behind the lines to hit
the flank therep

GENERAL CATES: I don't know, But anyway, we got up there and took up
positions in the reserve and nothing materialized at
all. They didn't attack, In fact, let me correct
that., That was the morning of the thirteenth of June.
Apbout that time, Major Holcomb received word that the
Germans had re-taken Bouresches, So he called me =--
I don't know where Robertson was:rat that time, Anyway,
he said, "Cates, can you take Bouresches again?” And

I gulped and said, "Yes." And he said, "All right,

ey ¢
AN 2,

take your company and the 79th, Adsafelses Qémpany,

and re-capture it."

So we started out and we were just south of Lucy.
The Germans had about four observation balloons --
sausages ~- and we knew that they were watching us,
Just when we got to Lucy, we received word that the
re-taking of Bouresches was false, So then we went
into a kind of bivouac in a woods ravine near Lucy and
stayed there all day long. In fact, I got out and
spent the day going over the battle fields trying to
find a friend of mine that was missing == Lieutenant
Brajl sford, So that night along about eight o'clock

we received word that we would make a relief of some
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unit in Belleau Woods., So again Robertson left and
went into the Woods and lefi the company with me and
said'@ou bring the company in at midnight -- leave at
midn;ght:' So about five minutes to midnight, I passed
the word along to everybody to saddle up, put on their
equipment and stand by T )M”WQ for the~h&$i§gﬁ1”§h
the wheat field, Well, 't was dark as pitch and I
hadn't gotten fifteen feet from my hole when I heaxd

S
thisﬁ%alvo of shells coming, I realized that they

!
4

different whine to it., So they hit and there was no

were no ordinary shells-- the la/?b shell makes a

detonation so I knew it was gasjbut I waited to samell.
By that time, there were more salvoes coming in, So

I got the first whiff of gas and I yelled gas and
everybody passed it along. And I reached for my gas
mask and no gas mask, I had left it up at this hole
about fifteen feet from where I was, I evidentally
became excited and tried to find my hole and couldn't .
.anc}j@y that time we were getting plenty of the shells.
I remembered seeing a red-headed kid heipg=iested that
had picked up a German gas magk in Bourescheg}and I
yelled for him, I heard ’eh;:s;:}o&i\ce way down under-

neath the hill in a hole saying, "Here I am., Here I

am,” S0 1 stumbled down there and said, " Ffﬂfv

ﬁ\%\; e
w el Ha)l TS Sy
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where's that gas mask =-- the German gas mask.," So he
gave it to me and I put it on and wore that thing for
five hours, It was so small I couldn't get it on en-
tirely@bat“ﬁgfmade the mistake of staying there and
taking that gas, We were not only getting gas, we were
getting everything =-- shrapnel ana high explosives =-
and we took terrific casualties, Finallxjthoﬁghjit
got daylight aadugo I moved them out and went on into
Belleau Woods, The first’thing you should do after a
gas attack, of course, is get rid of your clothing.
We got into the Woods and it seems that one of the
battalions from the Fifth Regiment had attacked that
night and had severe casualties., So they took my
company to carry the wounded out,

You can imagine what happened, Inside of an hour
there wasnt't a man left, The gas was in the clothing
-~ the ones that didn't get it in the Ilungs up on
hill, got it from the clothing, I must admit I
stripped off and beat my clothes and soafed up é%é%
it turned out I was pretty badly burned around my
legs and underneath my arms and my forehead -- around
these places,

That's where gas went to, didn't it.

Any place where it was wet from perspiration =-- your
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feet and underneath your legs and particularly be-
tween your legs,

What did they do for gas casualtiesy How did they
treat them?

You mean back in the hospital s?

Yes,

I really don't know. But I must admit I was pretty

badly worried for a long time. So that is when I
Sl l“\,f \}W{"“ £
started,with another company.

'\( kS

left out of ’ehe,.kco?fipany.

I was the only man
You were the only man left out of that COmpanyy
Out of the line company. We had some supply behind,
You were the only man left in the 96th Companyj

On the front lines.

Did you have any ointment or salve or anything:

Yes, we did %:ﬁithe best first aid treatment was plain.
old lye soap.

Have you felt the effects of gas ever since then?
Sometimes I think so but no, I don't really think so,
We used gas too, did we not?

Ch yes,

Did it backfire often?

Of course, gas not being as bad as people

Oh yes,

make out k:ke it is, we learned how to take care of
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it, The respirator was good. In the later part of
the war, it got so they used it for nuisance value,
They threw just a few shells in to worry you, you
know, We got so we used=to just stepf%%ound them and
go up wind, you see,
Of course, you realize there is quite an argument go-
ing on today about the use of gasvthat it is a lot
more humane than having a piece of you ripped out by
a shell.
What could be == I can't think of anything worse than
flame—throéi%&i
Did you use flame in World War I7
I don't remember, I don't remember it at all., That's
a long time ago,

nias
Yes, Now, what happened after thii?Belleau Wood g7
Were you evacuated? |
We served off and on, made a couple of other tours in
Belleau Woods, We got replacements -- an entire new
company, and Captain Wethered Woodworth came in,amd He
had three or four Lieutenants with him and we served
at the tip of Belleau Woods where it was a hell of a
mess, I might say., We did a lot of putting up double

apron barbed wire, Then I got a very lucky break

there on about the second of July. We received orders
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to select twenty meng?gg;ieachwbat%a$icn,wlwgue58wit
wasi==-ne, each company =-- to go to Paris to parade
on the Fourth of July. Aadtiaey drew lots to see who
would get these =-- one Lieutenant from each battalion,
And they drew lots and it tuined out to be a fellow
named Johnnie Overton, who was a very famous Yale run-
ner, He had just come to the battalion though. So
Major Holcomb said that wasn't fair so he appointed
me, So I took these eighty men to Paris and we
paraded there in the Fourth of July parade,

MR, FRANK: Was that when General Shepherd saw you when he was
wounded and he was on the side lines therey

GENERAL CATES: I guess so,

MR. FRANK; He remembered that he was in the hospital there and he
looked out to see the parade . . .

GENERAL CATES: I might say that I have been in as many big parades as

Bt i

anybody in this country., Amd=ft was the most wonderful
one I've ever seen, You see, we had been under fire
approximately a month then -- no bath, no nothing =--
g0 we got to Paris and the men were given an hour to
clean up, They wouldn't let them go on liberty the
first night. In fact, we got in late. The next morningy
we formed for the parade and had this wonderful parade,

And later they took the whole bunch out to a great big
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ammunition depot where they employed 10,000 girls.

You can imagine the time these Marines had with these

girls, /laughter/

Well, anyway, the men hadn't been paid for over
two months, And at that time, I remember I had ninety-
six hundred francs left. At that time ninety=-six

hundred was almost a thousand dollars. So I said to

a s
this bunner{ Sergeant that was with me, "Ben, I know

the men haven't got any money and they are going to

give them liberty this afternoon and night,” And I
y b,

said, "Here's francs for exexximan." That was

about nine dollars, I said, "Give each man MW

francs," Well, my reputation was made frxom then on,
I can tell you that,

They remembered that,

o7

They never forgot it, Bui=—that gave them enough

money to go, out and have a good dinner and-go to a

show%ogaa:weman, wba@gwerw

£

I keep hearing about World War I and all the wonderful

liberties that were made in Paris, In my study of
Marine history and talking to Marines that served in
World War I, it doesn't appear that many Marines ever
got to Paris. It was only the Army.

Well, I don't think there was too much of any of it
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really. The only Marines that got to Paris,to begin

mdth/was when they put them on MP dutly and that was

one thing that caused so much friction between the

Army and the Marines, The Army just got so they

hated Marines. The Marines had a job to do as police~

men,

They used Marines rather than Amy for MPs,

Yes, to start with, They had téﬁd’é‘%‘mydﬁh it, it

got so bad,

All you had back in Paris were the rear area troops,

the supply troops, and so on,

No, we had practically no supply troops there, Of

course, General Butler had the Eleventh and Thirteenth
Thawf

Regiments down there at Bresty wbieKAwere two highly

trained Regiments,

Yes.

And they never got into action,

You never got any Marine artillery in France in ac-

tion?

No. That was probably the best group, physically and

trained, of any Regiment in France and they were never

employed,

Well, they were used to build u
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There was a lot of jealousy in it,
Do you remember the Floyd Gibbons'incident?

Very well. He got to be a good friend of mine, In
A,,A-!fu ’ft@"v“%ﬁ .

fact I Just sent a photograph over to 'the Leatherneck

e about him out in Shanghai and Chma ‘>

Gh yes, you ‘were out there at that time, Well, was he
wounded at Belleau Woodgp

Yes., He was hit in the eye and lost h&@gﬁ.’vg\,?

And they released a story which, of course ., . .

I wouldn't say he slipped one over, He was lucky
enough to get it out, They let it slip through the
censoxrs about that brigade, you see, and that touched
off the thing,

And made the reputation of the Marines,

The Fourth Brigade and that meant only two Regiment S.MQ)@?

’M\M

“ A NS
There were aﬂ\:%ﬁf‘e’ of other of enéﬁ{\}r“és in which you

participated. Soissons?

Oh yes, We stayed in the Belleau Woods area,most of
the time my outfit was back in reserve, In fact after
we went from this parade in Paris, we were in reserve
and I stayed there until the 17th of July. We thought
we were going back to a rest area, We were still en.

‘ R N

the artxllexy range, you see, And we got orders to
S -~<3Jr\.i, NSy

/\move outgaad\@woke up and there were lots of French

S usSa ey
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camions, We knew the minute we saw those that it was

bad news, You never ride to the rest area, So we

loaded into these camions and had this force(jmarch,

you might call it, up west of Soissons, It was a

forced march, The camions finally left us and we put
/e

on what you call the Eighth Marne offensb. The Fifth

Regiment of course, led the attack in our sector the

first day; ﬁge%gl% s§he Germans by surprise and

M%W\}‘-«
overran ‘them I\«thmkfinmahout&six r seven kilometers,
B ad

We were following up in reserve of the Si.a@}\‘ﬁegiment y

- e

The moming of the 19th we were attacked from a
position just east of Vierzy., Major Holcomb's battalion
had the left flank and the ﬁ'rst Moroccans were supposed
to have been on our left, But we fomed for this
attack == I'm putiing a hell of a lot of "I" in

this ==

J;
//i"’b"" ‘;,1 b

Thi s/tisayou, General,

So \:je formed for the attack and we were supposed to
have had)I think it was, eight little old French tanks.
So there we stayed for an ‘hour or an hour and a half
waiting for these-little-old French tanks. By tkﬁt
time, we were getting not only artillery fire but in-

direct machine gun fire, They were shooting indirect
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coming over the hill, In fact, one hit the back of my
shell , 7 "?ff‘v‘f\‘fé"!f I thought somebody had hit me with a
rock, I finally pulled it out and it was a red hot
bullet, I went right on over to Major Holcomb and
yelled to himj’well, I got the first blesse. Here's
the first wouniﬁand I handed him this bullet and he
dropped it, it was still hot,

Well, anyway we finally got under way and started
the attack with these little old tanks, By the way,

this artillery had killdd, bhis %/C runni%z%\mveﬁ;gn, X

at that time while we were waiting, And the attack got
underwayiaﬂd,yt waséébmost beautiful attack that I have
ever seen, As far as you could see up to the right,
there were just waves and waves of men extending up

two miles, I guess. Of course, the other brigade was
over there and E,thiPk one other division was over
Ezgk;?gh?ﬁiaMoroc % §>that were supposed to have
attacwﬁgh our left didn't appear at all, % lfe broke
the first German lines without too much trouble, By
that time though we were catching billy-hell and I
don't mean maybe -- artillery fire and machine guns --
and about that time I had just remarked to this Ser-

geant of mine close to me, I-sa&id, '"Look at Captains

Woodward and Robertson getting right together there,
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That's bad business.” And I hadn't any more than
said it when a shell hit close to them and they both
went down, By that time, the other Lieutenants had
all been wounded and I was the only one left out of
the company, and I tried to take charge but just about
that time a whole bunch of Germans jumped up out of
the trench and started running and our men went after
them like a bunch of coyotes, And With that, it was
bedlam, I was never able to organize them again, I
kept the attack going for about a kilometer, I guess,
By that time though, we were getting terrific fire
from our left flank, So we finally -=- the attack just
petered out, We were up near an old sugar mill. And
that's where I wrote that message,that you all have on
file to Major Holcomb, I think I said'I have twenty
men out of my company or out of my battalion and a few
stra@gleriﬂand I wound up by saying'& will hold.”

By that time though, I had had a pretty bad wound
across my knee, A shell had broken off to my right
and cut my knee, In fact, it tore my trousers out,

i i e,
That's when after that/they started to call me kideby:

]

But anyway, we tried -- I tried to form a line and as
it turned out, I was one of two officers left out of

the battalion on the front lines, One of them, Captain
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Lloyd, was way off to the left front, He had gotten
off out of position. In fact, there's a story to
that, As long as I'm bragging, I might as well brag
gbﬁg. Anyway I was obsessed with the idea that I
wanted to know where all our men were so I could
establish a barrage line. A straggler told me,’ I
think Captain Lloyd with eight or ten men is out to
our left front some placef

S0 I sent a couple of runners out to try to see
if they could locate him and they never came back -=-
evidently casualties, So I decided, well, I was going
to find out, So I took off my equipment, and I might
say I had plenty of it on because 1 looked like a
harness shop, I had two Smnggé;ég belts and all kind
of leather, But I took off my equipment and took my
pi stol in my pocket and I worked down the trench to
this road to the left and then I got to the road, 1
walked straight into the German lines, walking along-
side the road. And when I got down fairly close to

4 Co szi 2 Dt e

this sugar mill, I could see deck men -- I caught
three kneeling down =- and I knew they had me covered,
I was about 150 yards away, So I eased over the side
of the road and I saw a little ditch just about eight

inches deep and I made a dive for #haixéust as they
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cut loose at me, So I lald-there and I didn't know

what to do witgd%éb3em§hiag$§biipping over me, There

- was a mound of earth over to the right and I got all

set and made a dive up and over that and jumped on the
other side of it, As I did, I went right square on
some men, My first thought was that they were Germans,
It turned out vto be Captain Lloyd with the eight men
that were in t@m So I said,ﬁwell, I've been
trying to find you so I could establish a barrage line
0 «ibhi—smllery won't hit on you, ‘

So Then I had to get back to my hole which was
about two hundred yards away and/I might say/I had a
tough time getting there, too,

They had to cover you all the way,

Oh, they were dusting me with everything. So we

~ stayed there until that night and a bunch of Frenchp

I think Moroccans, I'm not sure, came in and relieved

us, We lost approximately, I would say, two=thirds of

the battalion in that attack. And it all came so sud-
B

denly/ in about an houppraa:”hm.,aaé’\a alf,

After you made that good advance?

Yes. You might say though that that ended the German

offense of World War I. I mean, they immediately started

A
withdrawing from out of Chateau Thierry salient} and they
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never again assumed the offense on a major scale,

They were on defense from there on in,

Yes, Now bragging a little more -- I had a chance in
that attack to do something that I would have given
my shirt, if‘I could have, As I say, the Germans
threw everything at us they could and they were flying
the doggone planes and strafing us and the planes were
not over a hundred feet in the air if not fifty, So
thi s one came right down gﬁimiine and I could see that
gunner's eyes as clear as I can see yours, And he
couldn't get his dqggeae gun depressed enough to get
where we were, I fired three shots with my pistol
while that bird was going by and I know I saw the
fabric fly from his plane, Agﬁ%l said, I would have
given a million dollars if I could have downed that
guy with my pistol., But there wasn't any question

about it, I hit it -- I saw the fabric fly.

e

What was it like to watch these dog
fights and watch these planes?

Well, it was kind of nauseating really because the
Germans were so good, Their planes were so far
superior, They flew circles around ours,

I imagine there were quite a few of these air-to-air

fights which you could see,
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GENERAL CATES: Oh yes, but usually the Americans would do the best

they could, They would come in and they would have
Aokl

dog fights and they*d end up by the Americans losing
five planes and the Germans one and the Americans
di sappearing, and §éu would never see them again,

MR, FRANK: Did you have any such thing as close air support in
those day s?

GENERAL CATES: No, none at all.

MR. FRANK: From Soissons you went to the Mérbache sector,

GENERAL CATES: Yes, that was just a quiet sector, We were relieved
and went back to get replacements and rested and then
we went up to Pont~3-Mousson in the Marbache sector,
We were there for a while., I might say that was the
best sector we ever struck as far as being peaceful
and quiet, There was a little firing but not much,
Then after that, of course, there was the St, Mihiel
operation which was really a walk-away., I mean, there
was comparatively little fighting @e compared to what
we had been through before,

MR, FRANK: Would you say then that the Belleau Woods then was
probably the hardest fightingy

GENERAL CATES:s Taken as a whole, But for the amount of casualties in

a short period of time, Soissons was by far the worst,. . .-

Because it all happened inside of two




MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK;:

GENERAL CATES:

=30~

hal-f hours, I mean, our casualties,

It was a long time before Belleau Woods was finally
neutralized, wasnt't it?

Yes, Of course, the Seventh Infantry came in there
and attacked and didn't do anything. Then actually,

I think we cleared the Woods in the latter part of
June, You see, the Germans had a machine gun neslt over
in the rocky crézés whichwgg:fbehind our lines, In
fact, when IJE%Z;§33§§dth hhiﬁﬂ Oth Companx,when my
Company was wiped out, my hole was within forty to
forty-five yards of the Gemans, We looped around
them in a kind of a fish-hook and when the Germans
would startE\{;;:;;;\zggoss the way to == I can't
think of the name of that town -~ Torche or something
like thats--Am8 we'd start firing and the Gemmans
behind us would start firing and we'd be in the middle/
you see, We were getting fire from front and rear,

We finally had sense enough, you might say, to with-
draw the lines from where we were and made a terrific
artillery bombardment on this machine-gun negt and it
was captured, I think, by Major Shearer‘s battalion.
Was there a lot of bayonet work?

Not too much, no., Some., You hear stories ?f that but

“
why use a bayonet when you've got a bullet.
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What were the German emplacements like in Belleau
Woods? I heard that they had machine guns in the
trees and in the rocks and everything.
Oh, they had them in the rocks, yes, but I think that's
a fallacy about the trees. But they had plenty of

Mo

Ain there, I don't know how many machine guns
they %@Ggﬁout g?ﬁghat nest but it was some enormous
amount."We atggcked --‘I say we -- my outfit never
d;f ﬁl&“ﬁ‘mdmﬁ% day ?ﬁ@%ﬁrj%
there and couldn't take it,
Of course, you were facing a crack German regiment
there,
Ch yes, and their morale was high at that time. Now, as
I say, St, Mihiel wasn't much of an operation but it was
the first American offenég and it was done on a big
scale,

ken 1o The

Then after St, Mihiel they wexre-%0 Meuse-Argonne,
Champagné?
Yesy-you_gee, Champagne or Blanc-Mont as we called it,
was not classified as a major operation. In fact,
Belleau Woods was not a major operation., Did you know
that?
Yes,

The Aigsne defensive . ., .
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Which was an Army offensive,

Well, up to the 3lst of May that was classified as

a major offense, But Belleau Wood;tggﬁiﬁsches, was
not, And we lost something like -- in my company, I
think we lost over a hundred per cent casualties, But
we got replacements, Then we moved into Blanc-Mont
which was really a good, clean fight and a haxd fight,
And again, my company advanced there and captured the
heights of Blanc-Mont and with an open left flank
again, we took terrific casualties,

Through the wheat fields an@i%;veral other periods of
the fighting, you hear a lot about the Marine marksman-
ship.

Yes, it paid off, You see,'I don't think the Germans
had much respect for the Prencq accuracy, In fact,
the old Chauchat rifle was verﬁngéurate and they'd
just lay down & volume of fire, I took great delight
when I was in Belleau Woods and in Bouresches =-- I'd
get out and sit for an hour waiting for a pot shot at
a German and we'd pick them OE?TZ§NEVthousand yards,
They soon got to respect it.

It shook them up a bit, too,

Oh yes, When we first took Belleau Woods there and

went in there, the railroad embankment was about six
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hundred yards away and there was a woods up behind
that and they'd send men all day long up this railroad
embankment out to the woods evidentlyQ?G;plies,»you
-see, We soon stopped that, Wetd pick them offjiix
or eight hundred yards there, In fact,@} got so

I had three other good shots and we'd i%imdown and
we'd fire everytime we'd see oné man,

Was there no way to ouEi}lank Belleau Wood sy

Oh, I guess you could have, yes, if you had been do-
ing it today.

It was just a question of maneuvers at the time,

Yes, We didn't maneuver much, I mean, we'd connect up
and go forward,

You were through the Guadalcanal campaign and, of
course, you were through the Iwo Jima campaign., 1
think you were at Kwajalein, too, weren't you?

No, I was at Guadalcanal, Saipan, '7vﬂ*f“ﬁ3 and

Iwo Jima,

That's right. Now, how would you compare the per-
sonal reaction, not the nature of the fighting, of
course, the amphibious warfare of World War II was
obvious, But how would you compare from a per?onal
point of view participating in World War I -—:?géhting

in World War I and? ighting in World War II.
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GENERAL CATES:  Well, I don't know whether I correctly understand you
or not but I might say there was a lot of difference
fighting as a Second Lieutenant and fighting as a
Colonel and a Major General, In fact, in World War II
I didn't have any close calls at all that I remember,
There's no doubt about it, I=mean troops in the Pacific
didn't get one-fourth or one-fifth of the artillery
fire that the Germans gave us in World War I,

MR, FRANK; The Japanese artillery fire was not too great anyway.

CENERAL CATES: To begin with they were short on supplies and they used
very poor head work, The minute they'd fire a few
shots and get registered in on a target and=tiybnes,
then they'd stop, They had all kinds of chances,
That doesn't answer your question but I don't quite
understand . , .

MR, FRANK: Would you say the fighting was more rugged in World
War I? The trench warfare;

GENERAL CATES: No, I wouldn't say it was more rugged, There is no
question about it, thank God the Japs didn't have the
German know-how and thank God the Germans didn't have
the Jap's tenacity and fea;"to diég Because if you
put them both together it wouid/be bad, The Japanese
had the courage. I must admit, it was dumb courage

and the Germans had the know-how and the training.
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But he would give up,

MR, FRANK3 I was thinking of Iwo Jima, primarily. There was a
rugged fight,

GENERAL CATES: Oh yes, there's no question about that, It was an
entirely different type @t ...

MR, FRANK: There's no comparison then, would you say? I mean
it's like apples and orangesy

GENERAL GATES:? Oh yes, you can't, I think ’ly))’robably Iwo Jima was
probably tougher than anxjg;;iations I was ever in.
/Eausg7 We cut off World War I after Blanc-Mont and
of course, after that, we were in the Meuse offensive,
The Germans were actually licked by that time and we
attacked there on the first day of November and you
might say we had very little opposition, comparatively.
And again my company advanced with an open left flank
there, It's unbelievable, And then, of course, it
was climaxed by the crossing &% the Meuse River on
the morning of the eleventh, 1 was very glad not to
crosawthe river, I can tell you that., And General
ﬁggz;;did an awful good job crossing, that=sriver,

MR, FRANK: That's a pretty hard operation =~- a riverine opera-
tion.,

GENERAL CATES; OH yes, We would have had to cross on little foot

bridges and the Germans were putting down heavy fire
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and no&ggigyzhan the engineers would gZii;£::;d;::&%?Q\ﬁ
@Eggwthe Germans would blow them up. Then when the
men get on the bridge, you can imagine, it sank
down, yeu-know andiwéuld flounder off in the water,
What about the supplies and the food you had in
World War 1.

The supplies were very, very poor. Of course, we
carried what was supposed to be four days emergency
ration, It consisted of four boxes of hard tack, some
bacon, I guess a pound of bacgﬁzigﬁgzé fee, To start
with we had bully beef and then Later“we couldn't get
IUARY ot
that we got that doggenqAArgentineApeef that nobody
could eat, They'd go hungry before they would eat it,
It was that bad?
Oh, it was terrible., When we were in action, we'd
neveg,at any time, get over one meal a day and we'd
always get that at night, They'd bring it in under
cover of darkness, Of course, we'd get that one meal
-=- the details would get pretty badly shot up bringing
it in == but we'd get it and it really would be pretty
good, Mostly steak and mashed potatoes,
Oh really? Hot chow,
Yes, That's when the line was stabilized, For in-

stance, now at Belleau Woods there -- I'd say Bouresches
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-- I don't think we got anything but emergency rations
the first five days, Aé%fihen after we got stabilized
though up in Belleau Woods, they'd come in, I remember
one night they brought it in and they had some char-
coal, I don't know why they brought charcoal in =- I
guess it must have been to heat emergency rations on =-
and a shell hit this charcoal, about four bags of char-
coa% and we thought the worsegqv‘ﬁlfﬂdfﬂ in the world
was coming off because it was just all this cloud of
dust, yew—know, And I might say it blew up that

great big can of steak they had,

How about clothing and so on:)

It was in very poor supply,

You were in Army clothes at this time,

Oh yes, it started shifting by this time and we
couldntt get much of that, And every time a person
was killed, of course, they'd take his bed roll or

his blanket roll, Or if it was an officer, l-#mesn,

his trunk lockery &é;éh was well back of the line, of
course, I can remember once that we got a report that
an officer had been killed, In fact, it was Edgar
Allen Poe, So I remember taking a camel's hair bath-
robe and a brand new suit he had there, And after

the war I found out that Edgar Allen Poe was as well
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as I am, He had been wounded and so I didn't know
what to do about it., I told the story so many times
that finaffziizstﬁjigAggsgmletter and said he'd like
t%éé?iéthbobe back,

And you sent it to him, you still had it?

Yes, I fixed it up the best I could. He said he
wanted it because his mother had given it to him,
What were your thoughts, what was the reaction, how
did you learn of the Armistice?

Well, we were pretty sure it was bound to come, By
that time, our company in the Meuse-Argonne had only
ALPCNY

one, mdn killed but for some reason we had a lot
wounded, We had, as I remember it, thirty-six
wounded, But E%ﬁ? were wet, cold and I don*t think
we had over thirty men in the company left at
Armistice, 1 mean, cold, dysentgry Qx¢§§-§§§kxid
Had the flu epidemic hit the lines yet?

Some, Not badly. Ifdidn't hit the troops in the

line as much as the ones that were housed,

(End Side One)

Tape One, Side Two

MR, FRANK:

We were talking about the Armistice. You knew that
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it was going to come.j
Yes, we had a hunch that they couldn't last much
longer, In fact, we knew it. So the night it came
it was a beautiful sight, I can tell you that, be-
cause each side broke out and shot up a lot of their
ammunition, shot off their flares, started bon--
fires as far as you could see in each direction., The
Germans on the other side of the river and we were on

P AN N
side. The men, you might say, thawed out for the

first time§fv“~“¢\>3“k§ﬁtﬂw

We got ckean clothing in and got cleaned up a
little bit and then they\started the hike into Germany,
Our Marines first went u;i?g?gkﬁittle corner of Bel-
gium and then into Luxembourg and then on up to the
Rhine, | -
Had you gotten yourself a horse by now?
Oh no, The Battalion Commander had gotten a horse and
the executive -- we had a Colonel named Metcalfe, he
wasn't a Colonel then, he was a Major,
Who was that? Clyde Metcalfe?
Clyde Metcalfe, And he did something that I always
appreciated very much, 1 was pretty well shot, I
mean, I'd been sick with dysentdry and a kind of flu

and I didn't know whether I could make it or not, In
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fact, I had turned in to a hoépital for a couple of
nights, So we started this hike and he would let me
ride b@é%iﬁgkée for a half hour and he'd walk., I
alway s appreciated a thing like that because I |
couldn't have made it otherwi se  I=dont--think,

I always remember these amusing things, As I
say, we went up into Luxembourg and we had a Battalion
Commander, Ernest C, Williams, who earned the Medal of
Honor, I think down in Haiti or San Domingo, anyhow I
understand he earned it too. He had all the courage

PR {\> a5
in the world but I wouldn't say he was theAfr endliest
man in the world, But anyway, we got to this little
town of Ettlebruck. and \hxijkedf xﬁo “the rear of the
regiment to the point that day so we had had an un-
usually long hike, We got into this town and all these
people met us with high silk hats on and one greeted
me as I went in. A bartender opened the door and
said, "Where have you been? We've been waiting for
you for the last five years," 1 said, "Where are you
from? Chicago?" And he said, "No, Newark,"

Well, anyway they paraded us around the square,
They had all kind of flowers and things they had loaded

us down with and they took the officers into what

corresponded to our Court Houge -- City Hall -- and




opened up champagne, As I say, Major Williams doesn't
have too good a head work, so I think he must have
snapped down two good bottles of champagne, ALl the
time the men were standing outside waiting, So
finally I said,"well, let's get these men billeted.h
So we went out and did, Then we went to where we were
going to spend the night in a little old cafe.
Williams by that time was feeling no pain, I prob-
ably shouldn't tell this because he's still alive,

But anyway he said, "Well, let's have another drink,"
And there was a Lieutenant van Dorn, who was a lawyer
in Washington -- he:s dead =-- and a fellow named
H@swf\%:%ki o S Intelligence Officer, and myself
with Williams, So we sat down at thi; table and
6rdered a brandy, Well, it wasn't any brandy at all,
it was apple cider, or-something-like that, But about
that time a Major General walked in =-- an Army Major
General, He said, "Who's in command here?" Williams
looked up and said, "I am," and didn*t get up., So we
sat there too, And the Major General said, "Have you
seen that all your men are billeted?" Williams said,
"Nope." The General said, “"Why noty " ¥cu”j;st got in," K%Jﬂﬂmf;g
The General said, "Did you start washing your rolln1§ ﬁWNJ(?h

Bﬂd\/ﬁdﬁk"ﬂ" "Nope." "Well, why haven't You?’z You /;tic/,//r};,ﬁm ;;;J},j
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"“Just got in." About that time, Williams got up and
pointed to his stars, He said, "I can see that you're
a Major General but who in the hell are you anywayz"
With that, bh¥§:ﬁ33or General says, "Why, young man,
I'm Major General Hines, your Corps Commander,

You're under arrest, you're relieved." We made a bee
line out the door and that's the last I've ever seen
of Williams. /laughter/

He said, "I can see you're a Major General but
who the heil are yow" /laughter/

MR, FRANK: Talking about sitting down in the little cafes, yout!ve
seen a 1ot of war movies and so on of World War Ij
these little canté§nas of what have you.' Did yo;
ever -~ is this true? Were these little inns and so
on in these little towns like thisp

GENERAL CATES: In some places, yes,

MR, FRANKs Where they had rooms and so on =-- this is where you
billeted the officers?

GENERAL CATES: It dependstto start with -- the officers slept in the
haylofts like anybody,el-se—until-we-first went over
there for-training -inbevwenpert and the men slept in
barns aﬂQ{we finally éot beds, It certainly was not

like this last war,

Mr., FRANK: How long were you in Germany for}

SN AR U s e N
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Let's see, we arrived there on the first of December
and I might say that it was quite an event, We
reached the Rhine, we were in a nice little cafe, So
we had always said we were going to celebrate the day
: ine. TN
when we could urinate in the Rhine, as quite a
cold day, All the officers went down to the Rhine and
ustnatel, e, BN, p
That's like Winston Churchill's plan %ng he CrOSSEthe
Rhine in World War II,
So the next day we crossed the\ééver and we didn't
realize that we were going to cross the river and
stop and stay there, We thought it was just another
stopping point and we would move onjbut we crossed
over into th%agi&&%%;Z?own called Rheinbrohl, which
was a beautiful little town .‘andgf»;r some reason my
billeﬂ@ggnon-com had missed his detail that morning
and when we got over there, the other companies had
gotten practically all th%\{m billets. So we
finally found a pontoon factory down over the rail-
road dump that couldn't have been more ideal, it was
SN
just perfect, It had a Li$£+€éflub That'.s where
they had bowling and billiards and tennis courts --

just a typical little club ~-- right on the Rhine --

and there we camped, We thought we werejust going to
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stay thé%é;?%iééﬁgg;f' We stayed there for -- let's

see, January, February, March, April, May =-- six

moriths, About half a dozen Generals tried to kick

me out of that billet =-- I was a Captain by that time,

But they never did, I had squatter's rights,

What was it likey Did you get good food and every-

thing there,

Oh yes, we got as good as you could expect,

That's right,

And we ate plenty of it. And we trained very, very

hard, too, I mean, it was done with a purpose, of

course, You know how if you ease up on people after

a war andﬁ%h%ﬁg€i¥¥k§1%h@t3 they soon go to pieces,

We trained hard and we stayed there until I guess it

was May, By that time, they wexe organized indte a

comp051te regiment which General Pershing used as his

O SN O\ DN

guard of hono§ to «shart—ow t§; at Coblenz and-then

Pariséandw%hen London?and back to Paris and then to

New York and Washington, They selected one company

out of each brigade of the first six divisions -=-.d%

didn*t-include—say the 42nd-and the rest of those---

Pirst Second, Third, Fourth, aﬁd Fifth and Sixth, |
AL NE 'Y

3\/ #
TheXKFele ed a Eé%%;in number of men, I guesgAit was

about twenty out of each company, and then they had
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all kind of competition and drilled them and.every-
thing, We had -- I think they selected two Captains
to compete, Une was Gilder Jackson, you probably
know him, and myself. We had I think about twelve or
fourteen lieutenants and about 400 enlisted men that
were already hand-picked, The first requirement was
they had to be five feel ten inches tall and they had

éﬁfv\i?n'\
to have been igﬁoperations and they had to be in good

shape phy sically and-—eveeybhing,

So we trained there for a month or two, It was,ﬁaﬂQwﬂipﬁgzz
hand-picked men to begin with and it gave us about
twice the number of men that we actually needed for
the company. So we weeded them out for a number of
weeks and finally got the company down to 250 men and
six officers, Then the regiment was actually formed
at Coblenz, Germany, and commanded by a Colonel Hunt,
After a week or two though for some reason Hunt was
relieved and Colonel Conrad S, Babcock took command of
the Regiment,

We paraded a few time in Coblenz with Pershing
and other parades and then we went to Paris where we
were, you might say, the guard of honor for the Allied
games, for all the dignitaries that came there, Then

in their big Fourth of July parade and the big victory
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{
parade of /}?/ineteen July, the French @il parade,

GENERAL CATES: And then we went to London and paraded
there on -- ohj~I-dontt—know -~—the-latter-part—of (Q
July, in their big victory parade. And then we re-
turned to Paris where we spent another five or six
weeks, still participating in the honors and thimgs "IN N—GvAun
at the Allied games. Then we went to Brest and em-
barked on the Leviathan with General Pershing and his
staff and came to New York and paraded there in their
victory parade in the early part of September, Then
to Washington and the big parade there in Washington.
Then the Regiment was disbanded%aﬁdfw% company was
di sbanded at the Marine Barracks, Washington, D, C,

MR, FRANK: I want to go back to a couple of things, You say that
you were in competition with another Captain for . . .

GENERAL CATES: It was Gilder Jackson and they had a board of officers
who decided who would be selected,

MR, FRANK: And you won out over the others,

GENERAL CATES: I was lucky enough to get it,

MR, FRANK: Al so, you were talking about the maneuvers and the
training that you conducted while at this pontoon
factory in Rheinbrohl, What was the nature of this

training? Did you utilize any lessons learned from
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the warfare that you had participated 15? ;

GENERAL CATES:  Oh yes, we had lots of maneuvers and we actually, you
gt 4nd
might say, learned fismisg movement, which we hadn't
received much of before that, We really learned the
extended order and fire and,movement.

MR, FRANKj How about the staff duties, staff action? You were
forcibly inculcated with this, were you not?

GENERAL CATES: No, I didn't get much of that, Now let's see, I was
a First Lieutenant at that time to begin with, I was
a Captain but I hadn't been notified, You might say
I had enough trouble taking care of the company and
that without worrying about any staff work or anything
el se,

MR . FRANK: The personalities whose names arose in World War I in
the Brigade, for instance, Ellis, Did you know him or
of him?

GENERAL CATES: I knew him, yes, but not a close friend, He was quite
senior to me. I'd see him and he was always very
agreeable, He was a very brainy man, there's no
question about that, He was way ahead of his time,
I've often said, I think there are two men that I can
think of who were way ahead of their times in the
Marine Corps, one was Ellis and the other one was

John Thomason,
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MR, PRANK: How so Thomason?

GENERAL CATES: Well, because he just visualized -- he knew history,
he knew strategy and he studied and he could tell you
all about Napoleon's campaign and the maneuvering and
he could tell you everything about the Civil War and
things like that,

MR, FRANK: Were you a close friend of Thomason' &y

GENERAL CATES:  Oh, very.

MR, FRANK: Did you every get any of his Gewman , §Y¥5*§°“\}\A““>3?

GENERAL CATES:  Oh, I've got lots of them, I don't know where they~
are, Here's a picture right there of one of thenm,
But I've got a lot of his drawings., 1 guess they're
upstairs,

MR. FRANK3 The original drawings?‘

GENERAL CATES: Yes, In fact, I've got two thet one morning I went
into the study about four o'clock in the morning and
he was up =~ he did most of his writing and his draw-
ing at that time of the day -- and he had four of
these great big enormous watercolors hanging on the
mantle with thumb tacks and I said, "I like that one,
John," He said, "I don't like it." And he grabbed
it and tore it up. So I grabbed the other two off
and I still have them, ‘

MR, FRANK: The composite regiment in these parades -- What band
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did you use? Was it an Army band? Was there any
Marine band over there at the time? Did either one
of the Regiments or the Brigade have any Marine
musicians?

GENERAL CATES: We had an Army band, I think it was out of the First
Division, I'm not sure, In fact, there's one of our
parades -- see that picture therey That's the victory
parade in Paris,

MR, FRANK; The Arc de Triomphe.

GENERAL CATES: Yes, @i Senatormm me that,

MR. FRANK: Logan Free}and7

. Oxalg - .
GENERAL CATES: No, Senator Fﬂee%gnd of California, Once I was down |

his place down south of San Francisco and he had these
two watercolors his nephews had sent him,anrd I said,
witg lﬁ(%A?ﬁﬁjo e Decares "“’ﬁ;itn it." In fact, my
company is right behind those colors. And s two years
later, he was over in Paris and he got %ha%ignd sent it
to me,

MR, FRANK: Thatts really something., Those parades must have been
something, They must have been exciting.

GENERAL CATES: They certainly were, Long. In a London parade I think
that they estimated that over four million people saw

that parade,

MR, FRANK: How was the conduct of the Marines who were in the
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p

company:

You can't believe how good it was becaﬁse we never
gave a court martial during the entire time., If the
man got out of line, we just sent him back to his
outfit and that was punishment enough because they
were all so anxious to stay, yeu-see,

They were all well-decorated Marines?

Practically everyone of them,

Now, for the record, for the tape, talking about well-
decorated Marines, you were awarded the Croix de
Guerre with palm, was it}
There are so many of them, I happen to have three
Croix de Guerreé:

Three Croix de Guerreéf

That's a lesser medal but I might say I deai the
greatest kick out of that one because it was the first
medal I ever received,

Yes, Who awarded that to you?

You know, I really don't know,

Was it a French? , . .

No, it wasn't delivered by a Frenchman at all, In
fact, it might have been General Lejeune, I'm not sure,

How about when you were made Chevalier of the Lééion

d*Honneury Was that at ?
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No, that was awarded -- there's a rather odd story
connected with that, too, I received a French Legion ’7’@”””L
while I was up in Germany and then I had been home
for about three or four months, I guess, when I got
orders to go to Secretary Daniels' office and he
presented me with another one, You can see the two
there, There's no such thing as having two in this
Society, yeou=see; The{§ were six of us in the Marine
Corps that EE%%i?ESfftﬁ%ég.

So that is quite an unusual honor, You also received
the Distinguished Service Cross, which was an Army
award,

Yes, I got the Distinguished Service Cross with an oak
leaf, which is the second one, To save you the
trouble there, I'll just name some,

All right, fine,

The Navy Cross,

That's for World War I,

Yes., And then the Navy Distinguished Service Medal
with a star, which is two, Then the Distingui shed
Service Cross, Army, with an oak leaf, which is two.
Then the Silver Star with a star, which is two -- no,
with an oak leaf, And then the Legion of Merit and

Purple Heart with oak leaf, which is two, Plus the

sy
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others,

What is that award in the middle there, General?

That! s ‘rather odd,you asked that, Somebody asked ‘that

yesferday -- a doctor -- someone who had been in'hére.

That's the only medal I received where I did nothing to ”.Qﬁv
/‘/7(" ’}L,.j\ f}c,v/fﬂ,&f B

get it, It's a.Hod)lland and it was presented to me be-

cause I was Commandant at a school that trained some

Hollanders,

That's right.that was when you were Commandant of the

//"
school s,

Yes, you see I was Commandant of the é%hoolyon three
occasions. They said twice but it used to be that the
Commandant was not the Commanding General at Quantico
and that's how I was Commandant in 1943 and later Com-
mandant as Commanding General on two occasions,

You became Commandant o%\Mar1ne Corpii ollowing a tour
as Commandant of the Marine Corps.! That's the Oxder )
of Orange-Nassau with crossed sw?;sé and P4ni 2 f é@wyn@ et

Yes, I really figured I did something to deserve the

others but not, with all due respect to the Government

Skipping ahead, talking about this Dutch award, Who
set up the -- was it during your tour as Commandant

that we had a general officer over in The Netherlandsp
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GENERAL CATES: No, that was under General Shephexd,

MR, FRANK: General Shepherd set that up:

Well, now I think we've recorded pretty much of
what we had set up in this session., We talked about
going back to Washington where this composite cbmpany
was demobilized and those who remained in were sent to
regular duty stations, probably down to Santd Domingo
or Haiti and the reserves sent home,

GENERAL CATES:  You keep talking, brings back all these old memories,
A rather odd thing happened the day after my company
was demobilized there at the Marine Barracks, I had
no idea -- I had never thought about staying in the
Marine Corps., So I submitted my resignation and was
at the Barracks that afternoon and I was walking
around the compound when I saw General Barnett
coming down the sidewalk, He was then Commandant, I
looked for some place to duck, -zeally, but I couldn't,
So I saluted and he returned the salute and he said,
"Young man, I understand you are resigning.," And I
gulped a few times and said, "Yes, sir." He said,
"How would you like to have two months' leave and
then make your mind up?" And 1 said, "Well, that's
certainly fair enough, General,'" He said, '"All

right, Withdraw your resignation, put your leave slip
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in tomorrow morning." So I did. I hadn't been home
ten days when I was ready to get back again,

Had you met the General beforey

No, it was the first time I ever saw him,

But he knew of you,

Evidently.

You were his aide for a period of about six or seven
months, is that right?

Yes, I was his aide and also aide at the White House to
President Wilson, Then, as you know, General Lejeune
came in as Commandant and Barnett was ordered out to
the Department of the Pacific in San Francisco, I was
appointed as Aide to the Commandant so I held over for
maybe three or four weeks as Aide to General Lejeune,
Then Barnett had taken leave in the meantime and so
when he was ordered to the Department he asked if I
would like to go with him as his aide,out—tiere, I
told him at the time I was planning on being married
and I knew it wasn't the custom in those days to have
married aides, And he said that would be fine, He
said I know your wife-to-be, And he said, "I want you
to get married and come out with me,” I said 1 wasn't
going to be married for about a couple of months, He

said, "Why.," I said, "Well, I don't have the money,"
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He saikd, "Hell, I'll lend you the money," So then

I went out and I was aide to him for a year and a

half out there,

He had two aides. Charlie Murray was the other aide?
oo STOAARNY :

Oh, we had different,times <~ Charlie Murray and I

& ey Tacks. pe

went out with him., Then later Geoxpge-Axer-was-aide,

Lewie Merrit;tzizxéide, and one other, Of course,

while he wae Commandant, we had three aides and Jack

Woods =-- Murray, Weeds and myself were his aides,

There's a story which has been told about a confronta-

tion between Lejeune and Barnett, Were you therey

I was there and heaxd it,

Would you care to put that on tape,

Well, maybe it's something that shouldn't be put on

tape;but yes, As you know, at that time, Congressman

Butler was head of the Armed Service Committee, the

Naval Affairs Committee, Barnett, when he was re-

appointed as Commandant, Secretary Daniels got him to

sign a paper that it was subject to his approval at

all times and he could ask for his resignation,

That's unusual, isn't ity

Yes, And it seems that, with all due respect to Gen-

eral Butler whos®l admire as a courageous young man,

he worked with his dad to get General Lejeune to say
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DD, P
that he woulqﬂb Commandant, And they expected

Barnett to retire, which would make a vacancy for
anothe;<252§§g:aQé%ﬁ:?ﬁiuéﬁtler expected to get it.

So the note that Secretary Daniels sent up to the Com-
mandant -- in fact, I took it in to his office =- it
was sent up by'é Negro messenger, And it said in
effect, "I hereby ask for your resignation as Command-
ant to take effect immediately. Let me know by return
bearer whether you wish éo remain on the active list
as a Brigadier General or retire." So you can imagine
the tailspin it threw General Barnett in, He yelled,
"Get Charlie, Charlie McCawley, Get Long, Get so-and-

“wvxsxx\
s0 and so on, Get me, Barnett on the phone.," So

[N

there this Negro messenger stood there—and waited,
So after about fiiteen or twenty minutes, General Bar-
nett sent a note back and in effect it said, "I wish
to remain on the active list subject to your oxders,"

Then there were all kind of conferences going on
between Congressman Butler and Secretary Daniels and
General Butler, For the next few days, we'd see them
@@%S\§§Wthe office back and forth,
Where was Butler at this time?

He was at Quantico, I think. He was there with

Lejeune, k=bhink -- I'm not sure, Anyway, General
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Barnett by staying on the active list, you see, had
a little too much political power to have Butler get
the other star over him, So I don't know how many
days it was until Generd Lejeune came up 10 relieve
General Barnett, It was a very unofficial thing, it
looked like, General Lejeune came in, I showed him
in the office and he started to sit down, General
Barnett said, "John, stand up there just a minute,
We've been good friends all our lives -- close friends,
Why didn't you let me know what was going on?"
General Lejeune replied, "George, my hands were tied,"
General Barnett said, "Don't you know that if I had
been in your place, I would have come to you and told
you exactly what was happening?" And General Lejeune
said, "George, my hands were tied," General Barnett
said, "All right. I stand relieved, you're the Com-
mandant "
And that:was it., Now, what do you think he meant by
saying his hands were tied?

Well, now, what kind of a man was General Bar-
nett?
Well, I tell you, he's one of the finest, I wouldn't
say he'd make the most courageous field Marine, He's

more or less the polished type, I would think,
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MR, FRANK: Well, he never had the opportunity really,

GENERAL CATES: No, he never did. And you take Lejeune, he's noted
for his brains and ability,

MR, FRANK: Well, would you like to get on record or could I put
words in your mouth to state that it was your feeling
that Lejeune was not imvolved in any political machina-
tions, that this was something that when he said his
hands were tied, his hands were tied,

GENERAL CATES: Definitely. General Lejeune has the highest integrity,.
in my opinion,

MR, FRANK: This was just a circumstance that he was in,

GENERAL CATES: Yes.

MR, FRANK: Well, of course, Smedley Butler's reputation, I mean,
he was a Marine one hundred per cent regardless of
what he wanted to do, is this correcty

GENERAL CATES:  Oh, yes, there's no question about thaﬁ, and a most
courageous one,

MR, FRANK; But he had his eyes set on the Commandant,

GENERAL. CATES: I think s0, It looked like he was going to get General
Lejeune put in as Commandant and he'd get his other
star and then when General Lejeune retired, he~m¥ghtxpygﬁhkkjk
be appointed as Commandant, I think that was the time,
when he didn't get his second star, that he went to
Philadelphia as Commissioner of Public Safety, wasn't

thatg The Lpt e
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It may have been, I don't recall exactly, now, but
about that time, But now, was General Barnett pretty
bitter about this?

Yes, I think he was, I think he was more hurt than
bitter and of course Mrs, Barnett -- oh, she was
bitter,

Did this represent a break between Lejeune and Barnetti?
I would say yes, Of course, Barnett was on the West
Coast and I might say that when the Department of the
Pacific was organized that he had no authority whatso-
ever, He couldn't even transfer an enlisted man in
the Department of the Pacific,

Really.

It was just a figure head job, In fact, there were
only about five of us out there, There was oid Colonel
McLemore, who was the Adjutant Imspeetor, and a Pay-
master Wright, I think it was, and two aides,

Didn't McLemore die in about '25 when he was drinking
or something and his car went into , . .

No, that was Williams, That was Colonel Williams.
McLemore died while we were there.

Was this Albert McLemore;

Alec Williams, OH, you're talking about McLemore,

Yes, his first name. Albert McLemore, was it?
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I don't know, I've forgotten,

No, Alec Williams, that's right,

Yes, Alec Williams,

After you were married, you went out and were aide to
General Barnett for a while. You said he was probably
a little unhappy and somewhat bitter about this situa-
tion,

Well, I wouldn't say he was bitter as much as he was
quite hurt over it because he and General Lejeune were
very close friends,

Was there any reconciliation between the two of them?
Oh, they were always friendly after that, I mean, but
there was a feeling there, Yes, I was aide for him for
three years out there and I might say that it was
three years wasted because we didn't have a thing to
do,

Didn't have a thing to do,

Not a thing.

Were you there in 19257

No, I went aboard ship, the USS Califoxrnia, in 1923
and then came ashore in 1925, Then I went to San
Diego,

This might be

Well, let's see what else we have here,

a good place to end it because these '20s ., . .
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There's not much to those '20s, I can tell you that,
Well, I'd like to talk a little about sea duty be-
cause certainly this i1s an aspect of WMarine Corps

li%e which has gone =-- there's not much opportunity
for a young officer or young Marine to be sea-going,
No, because in those days, I mean, all the battleships
had guards,’ |
Yes, all capital ships, actually.

Oh, yes, Well, I don't think they had them on the
crui sers, |

They didn't have them on the cruisers in those days?p
No, 1 think there were twelve battleships that we had
guards on, but pretty big guards, For instance, mine
was over a hundred,

I notice here in '22, you went out to Pearl Harbor for
about a month,

General Barnett made an inspection trip.

That was it entirely,

Yes, and he and Mrs, Barnett and a girl named Aiijkzi}JL
Chase, who was o famous, you might say, and has done
as much to promote ballet as any person in this

country, In fact, she is the big one,

&

Aifera Chasep

Yes,
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I think I've heard of her., What was life like out

in San Francisco? This is not particularly a military

town,

Well, at that time, there was very little military

there and of course a small Army detachment and the

Navy headquarters, and then, of course, Mare Island
SN

was &gkyhere. But, as&éijay, we had practically

nothing to do and most/social or maybe entertaining

=

ned f;,(, h &

Wa S
hia o came

dignitaries that came/in}iwkmf%bﬁw i
there,

You went down to the Fourth Regiment in San Diego in
125,

Yes,

And your duties were what when you were there?

I had a company until I got mixed up in %h;%:%utler—
Williams court martial.

Then they sent you up to Spokane in a hurry. Did you
maintain your Captaincy after World War I?

No, I reverted back to First Lieutenant,

How long did it take you to get your Captaincy back?
Well, as you probably know, at that time they had a
board called the Neville Board,

Yes,

And I was way down on the list -- I mean way down,
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And they were meeting just at the time prior to
General Barnett going out to San Francisco, I used to

see General Neville and I'd keep saying, "General,

what's the chance 0f being a Captain?" Just kidding

him and he'd say, "I don't think you stand a chance."
Well, anyway, we went out to San Francisco and about
three or four months later they published a Board and
I had jumped about three hundred and fifty numbers,
General Hunt, who had been a high-ranking Major, was
selected number one on the list and I was number two,
But he had only jumped about three or four numbers

and I had jumped close to four hundred numbers,

You remained a Captain theugh for about thirteen years
though, didn't youp

Yes.

I noticed up on your shelf there a2 portrait of General
Barnett by James Montgomery FlaggJ

That'*s a copy, but it's a good o%e.

Yes, and it was signed over to your wife to Jane Gates
by General Barnett, is that correcty

Yes,

He's a very distinguished looking officer,

He certainly upheld the dignity of the office, I can

tell you that,
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MR, FRANK: What was it like up in Spokaney

GENERAL CATES: 1 loved it and my wife hated it. We were on oun [cruwfing
cxubedng duty and at that time we were only allowed
about ten recruits a month, I mean for the district,
and I would have those on the first day or two, Then
the rest of the time I didn't do anything, I spent
most of my time hunting and fishing, I had a great
big district, I had all of Montana and Idaho and
eastern Washington, so I could travel any place I
wanted to in those areas, write my own orders., So
I'd do a little reserve recruiting and quite a bit of
fi shing,

MR. FRANK: The reserve program had begun, I think, in 19295,
Thatts why I asked this.

GENERAL CATES: Yes, They had started the -- I don't know when it was
started but it was in effect -- the volunteer program
and I started hitting these colleges and boy, I made a
killing, I'd go in these colleges and sign up a hundred
or a hundred and fifty of them,

MR, FRANK: Who were some of the potential officers you signed up
at that timey Do you remember any of themp

GENERAL CATESs No, I swear I can't remember them now, But I remember
I hit the University of Idaho and got the whole

football team and the coach was very much upset because
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he thought I was going to take his football team

right out from under him, And the University of
Montana and then later I went to Omaha, Nebraska, and

I hit Nebraska. 1 do remember two noted ones there,
One is Dailey, an aviator, and the other is Cue Ball
NG h%nvkk}uuwé .

Semethinyg, butWthey were two good aviators,

I know Frank G, Dajley was the aviator , . ,

Wirsig, Wirsig was the other aviator,

Oh, Frank Wirsig,

Yes,

Well, this duty lasted for about three years or two and
a half years perhaps.

Oh, no., Let's see, I was in Spokane about a year and a
half, as I remember and then I was ordered . . .

To Omaha, rather,

Well, I was ordered to Washingtén Headquarters and in
the meantime, Nicaragua bmok%&;;d for some reason they
wanted to take the officers at Omaha, So they changed
my orders and sent me to Omaha and I was there for about
a year, I guess,

And then you got on this American Battle Monuments
Commi ssion,

Yes,

What was that like? What did that duty involve?
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Well, of course, General Pershing was the head of

that and at time they were erecting these monuments in
France and a fellow named Price was actually the working
head -- a Major Price.

That's an Army Major,

Yes, I'm trying to think of the Marine I relieved,

But anyway, there was no Marine that ever got over to
France, I can tell you that. They thought that it was
all an Army job and all we did was to write summaries
of operations in World War I, We'd write these summar-
ies and then mail them out to, to begin with, the
Lieutenants and the Captains, We'd get their replies
and then revise and send them out to the Regimental
Commanders and revise and send them to the Generals,

In fact, we just pushed pencils, At that same time,
John Thomason was down with the Second Division writing
the hisbory of the Second Division, That's where I got
to know him quite so well,

This duty lasted for about a year or so, did it noty
Yes, a little over, I think,

March, '28, and in May you were detached to Headquarters
Marine Corps.

Yes, I got out quick too because I got in a big argu-

ment,
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MR, FRANK: Oh really.

GENERAL CATES: Yes,

MR. FRANK: Would you care to talk about that?

GENERAL CATES: No, I dontt mind, I'll talk about it, We had an
Army chap down there named Cahill that was really a
psychOpathi??;;d when Price went to France, he put
Cahill in charge of the office although two or three
of us were seniors to him, And we fought and srapped
aﬁdw%%ﬁngﬁxaﬁﬁ“finally it got down to a real good
grap and he went up and asked to have me relieved and
I went up == I've forgotten who was Commandant at
that time -- anyway, then I sent a letter to General
Pershing, who was over in Paris, and requested to be
relieved at my request, So I think on my recoxrd
today there's a telegram there requesting that I be
relieved, |

MR, FRANK: Did you get to know Pershing fairly well?

GENERAL CATES: Fairly well, yes,

MR, FRANK: What was he like?

GENERAL CATES: That's hard to describe, There's no doubt about it,
he's a character., I wouldn't say cold-blooded but I
mean he was all business,

MR. FRANK: He had some unfortunate situation with his family being

killed ina . . .
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His wife I think was burned,

That's right, in a house, Didn't this affect himp

I don't know, it may have, When we came home with

the composite regiment, he had his son aboard with
him, who was a young kid of about six, I would say,
Warren, I used to take him around with me during the
night when 1 was making inspections, Little Warren
would tag along,

What was his attitude toward the Marines;

I can't say, I dont't really know, I had no contacts
with him over in France there except just to see him,
And, of course, we'd go to these receptions and things
there in London and Paris but he was always with the,
you might say, VIPs.

Yes, When you left the Battle Monuments Commission,
you went to Headquarters, Marine Corps for a short
period of time from May to June, Was that in between
assignement 7

Let's see, I'm a little lost, What's the next assign-
ment there?

Well, you left the Commission in May '29 and joined
Headquarters, Marine Corps about first of May 1929 and
were at Headquarters, Marine Corps until about June

20th,
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Yes, and thatt's , . .

Before going to China, with the Fourth Marines, The
Headquarters, Marine Corps was just an interim assign-
ment?

Yes,

Well, I think, General, perhaps this would be a good

place to Stopékg@}(ftxYQ}“%W*%ﬁgw
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As I recall, our last session ended with the battle
/ﬁonumenté%ﬁgfﬁﬁii you went with the Fourth Marines in
China, is that right, sirp
Thatts right,

ﬁéy@“{
What was i?q}%ke? What were the circumstanceﬁﬁtransfer?
It was gg;;;gfjtransfer, was it not?

Yes, I was due for foieign duty and I was ordefﬁto the
Far East and I expected to go to the Fourth Marines
Regiment, But upon arriving in Shanghai, I found

orders from the Fleet Admiral directing me to report

to the USS Pittsburgh upon her arrival in Shanghai.

At that time she was up at L;agég:g; I think, So I
served with the Fourth Regiment for a few days and I

[UCN A TSV SV PN I
reported aboard the USS Pittsburgh, ‘At that time,

General Lyman evidentiy -- or Colonel Lyman ffiﬁ%ﬁ;éﬁ”ékf
me particularly, not only as a Company Commander but

as an athletic officer, So he went and saw the Admiral
and requested that I be reassigned to the Fourth Regi-
ment, which was approved, I only stayed aboard the
Pittsburgh about a week or ten days, And I might say
that when I left, I was very careful to get the Cap-

tain of the ship to make a notation on my fitness

report that I wasn't being relieved for some act ox

h\““k \g’
=

ﬁ\semekh%ng. And for the next three years I waéj?ompany
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Commander and athletic officer of the Fourth Regiment
in Shanghai,
What were the datesy
That started out in the first part of August in 1929
and I remained there until the latter part of June ,
1933, [ 4.3
Now, of course, this was the heyday of Marine athletic
involvement in the:j;ternational4§ettlement, was it
not?y
Yes, it certainly was,
With the Rugﬁy teams and , , .
Yes, we siégigsﬁfﬁéics to a very high extent and we
were able to develop championship Rugby teams, They ﬁiﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬁé““
brought teams from New Zealand, Australia and every
other place to play us., And, of course, in the other
gameziggfﬁgfé‘just as good,
I don't recall that in our previous discussion that
you had been too involved in athletics. Had you been
much of an athlete at college?
X,
We&kiﬁimﬁéde my letter in football and baseball but I
was never a first-stringer, But I was always able to
make my letter. I was on the squad/Q}4
Well, why did Colonel Lyman want you as athletic offi-

cer then?
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Weltl, I really don't know but I was always very much
interested in athletics., Even during World War I, 1
was very interested in it and then when I returned to
this country I remained very active,

Of course, If I recall, I think you may have mentioned
this == if not, you showed me the pictures after our
interview session of the teams that the Brigade had
while in France. There was inter-regimental rivalry
in football during the quiet periods and there were
other teams and I imagine there was quite a stress on
athletics while 90u were occupied in Germany,

Yes, there were., Of course, the division was really
the big teams though becaus::%here was a lot of com~-
petition in the different divisions,and I might say
that the divisions had what I would classifyedouble-A
t eams,

Well, you had quite a few college letter men,

Ch yes, worlds of them,

Why Wat athletics stressed so much out there in the
garrison? {Was,ig because of the fact that the garri-
son ;iéé;iéﬁga{ggwafter a while and you had to have
something to take the men's minds off ¢4 the flesh
pots, etcﬁ)

Yes, thatts true to a more or less extent but Itve
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always been a firm believer in athletics, I think
unless a man i§ physically fit he is not able to do
the job, And if you look at the records of the
athletes and what they've done, I mean they know
leadership, they know how to do things, and I'll
get on later on to the Iwo Jima offensive anq}gur
Fourth Marine Division we had a‘football team that won
the J7£C5544~ Championship and there wasn't a star
RS oSN o AR e
on it, That football team went into Iwo Jima and I
would say that eighty per centjoff%hgsﬁﬁpgggle became
casualties, &ff};;é¥é;?;§ggzﬁ;%£}%:é;;;. And I've \
always said that I don't care how good a man is, un=-
less he is able to stand up under the strain physically
he's not able to deliver.y & oSO\
What was life like in Shanghai at this timey What
would be you normal . . .
Wedl, 6f course, our mission ewr there was to protect
the International Settlement, At that time, we had
all kinds of troops, We had British treeps and French
troops, even the Shanghai V%lunteer é;rps and a number
of otheiizigé%%ié?ﬁﬁiéizn was to protect the settlement
which was really the boundary of Woosung Creek, The
living conditions were just ideal, Itd—say. Very
Emwwﬁﬁxgﬂh&xgbk

cheap and what youtd call good li?ing, easyk’iving.




For instance, we would go to work at seven ot*clock
of a morning and we'd knock off at one o'clock of an

afternoon, We'd have the afternoons free to play golf

or gamezibrzany£§§hgz§lée. And-I_would--say @ that
;’\ \\%" A {k; 3 /,/‘:‘
time thgmggzgéggh was about three or four to one but

it gradually went up, And I would say that you could
live out in Shanghai for one dollar %gézgkt for what
you live for in this country in one dollar gold,

MR, FRANK: Would you say that John Thomasont's book and stories of
duty in a China station are pretty accurate?

GENERAL CATES:  Oh very,

MR, FRANK: That is,he gave a pretty good portrayal of life out
there?

GENERAL CATES:  6h yes.

MR, FRANK: Were any foreign nationals recruited in the Marine
Corps out there?

GENERAL CATES: None that I know of.“u&y%w 8 Yy)

MR, FRANK: I was just wondering, I knew of some personally, I
mean people who had bé$n on a China station who still
retained an accentaﬁggf had been in the Marine Corps
fopmquite some timé. I was wondering if any had been
recruited out there.

GENERAL CATES: There might have been but I don't think so.

MR. FRANK: Was there any frcition, was there any signg of the
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coming conflicts during the early thirties when you
were out therey

GENERAL CATES: You mean between the Japanese and the Chinese?

MR, FRANK3 Yes, sir,

GENERAL CATES: ©Oh yes, I think you could see it buildiﬁg up. And
then of course when it started we had a grand-stand
seat on thij?giggfvwﬁg(;atched the battles going on
across the creek}in fact,right across the creek,

MR, FRANK3 You showed me a picture, as a matter of fact, of the
aftermath of the Japanese bombing raids that you had
taken,

GENERAL CATES: Yes, I took quite a few pictures and of course we got
a lot of stray shot\;i,igv%;j& Trean ¥hat the Japanese
artillery and one or two bombs from airplanes dropped
on us,

MR, FRANK: Was there any particular harassment of American troops
or other nationals from the Japanese at this time?

GENERAL CATES: Yes, Of course, we had strict instructions that the
Japanese couldntt run their military convoys through
the International Settlement and they attempted it a
number of times, time after time, and we had quite a
few little incidents, But at that time, we had strict

instructions not to fire unless fired upon, And so

that made it a little difficult, But I think we kept
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most of them out,

Was there any provocation?

No, not at this time, Later on in '38 there were,

Was the Fessenden Fifes still in existence at the time
you got out therey

Yes, That 8ﬁangha1\Jblunteer§i$glment was one of the
most colorfulA§§§££§§£§~%hat I've ever seen because It
was composed of about six or seven different national-
ities and each one in their own uniform -- the Scots,
and the British Light Horse Troop and the British
Armored Troop and. the Chinese company , and the Korean
company, the Amerlcaikwgiiipino companﬁﬁy- and ‘when
they would turmn out for a parade each one would be in
their own uniform,

Do you have any pictures of theh in the various uni-
formsy

No, I don't believe I do., I have a psmphlet on Shanghai
that's showing it in black and white, I mean a book,
Very interesting,

In fact, I might say just for the record, the man'who
was in charge of that is living right down here at

V/g'
/ %ill Maryland now -- Colonel Lewis Andrews --

\

and he was in command of the regiment,and,was interned

/) § ?g)& M

during this last war and stayed in ?%*;wawaﬂ%ﬁ in
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Shanghai, In fact he was in charge of this prison

camp,in-Shanghai, And his wife, who I'll take my hat

off to, stayed with him all the time, She had a chance
i The Givpsdola

to return trips-hoeme but she stayed right there the

full three years of the war,

Was he an American?

No, Britisher. He is now an American, he was natural-
; '7'(,)' / [}')

ized and he has this famous old home down here at ;

Hill -- a most beautiful place,

It should be interesting to talk to him about the , . .
I'm sure he'd be glad to talk to you,

And he was interned in Shanghal when the rest of the
Americans, Gregon Williams and several others were in-
terned, He probably was there when Devereaux arrived,
He was there during the whole time,

What was unique or outstanding during your tour of duty
with the Fourth Marines at this time?

Well, there wasn't any particular thing unique, But I
got a great kick out of developing athletic teams,

Did anything that was going on in the States at Quantico
regarding development of the amphibious warfare doctrine
reach you ogt in China?

WA

; ,Apot much,
oy

You weren't aware of any doctrine @f development?
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No, you kind of live in a small world, yeusknow, You
live in your own area,

You left China in '33,

No, *32,

132 to return to Headquarters, Marine Corps, Was that
the time you went to the Army Industrial College?

Yes,

What was that like? What was the curricul#‘there like?
Well, I must admit I didn't get too much out of it,
Really, it looked like it was going to lead to me being

in the Quartermaster Department, In fact, General

was
Matthews/ the one who got me assigned there,

It would
just tell you of what the country could produce, their
strategic materials, and production and -- I don't

NYAY (TS WA

know how to describe it, But it was really ége%Aon

supply.

Well, was there anything pertinent to the Marine Corps

in the curriculum} Was there anything of particular
interest?

No, except in a general way.

This was the higher strategic, industrial development Fiuse ;
That course lasted how long?

Approximately eleven months,

Who else was there that you recall who gained any
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knew my name was on that list because I started fold-
ing up my books before he even mentioned my name, I
was ordered to report to Second Battalion, Seventh
Marines, which Colonel Jack Potts commanded, And we
trained for a very short while and then I think it was
the latter part of July we boarded a boat, went to
Norfolk, and boarded the USS Wyeming, which was an old
battleship that didn't have any guns on it, and we
departed for the Caribbean Area, . That was the time

when Cuba was kicking out one president after another,

member =-- I think they had three or four in about
five or six months, We proceeded to Guantanamo Bay and
then for the next eight or nine months we cruised
around the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico,

Did you make any landings?

No, OCur first trip to Havana, we went in and made
plans to evacuate the American population if it was
necessary, We, of course, had no trouble when we went
ashore and to;22§;§g§bconnaissance and prepared our
landing place and notified the civilians where they
were to congregate if an emergency arose. Then from
there we went back up to Key West and then we-weat to
Tampa, back to Guantanamo and back to Havana and we

spent about twenty-six weeks of the year:in Havana




Harbor, It was very good duty for the officers because NSEY
they allowed one-third of the officers to go ashore
every night but not the enlisted men, The enlisted
men never got ashore until the next to the lagizgf%hts
we were there, So it was very easy living for the
officers, In fact, several of the officers had their
wives come down, They didn't pay any attention to the
little sniping going on andX%ﬁégiiﬁ§ﬁéééééi§§§%ky. 1t
was very cheap living. There were no tourists whatsoever,
No ships came in, And we, you might say, practically
owned the town, We had courtesies with all the clubs
so for the officers, it just couldn't have been better,

Then we went to Galvestonésnd«iheawback to Guan-
tanamo angiﬁggﬁ‘to Havana, We‘cruised around for a
long time, And a rather amusing incident that I tell
ablot of times to my fishing friends -- at one time we
cruised just off the harbor just out of sight of land
for about five or six days at two or three knots, Of
94@&39, going that slow, we fished, The only trouble
was when we hooked into a big marlin oéi?éﬁgiﬁing t
old battleship wouldn't stop, They would take all our
tackle and everything else, But after that, we finally
loaded on to the Antares, a dirty old ship, and went

to Port Everglades, Florida, where we tied up and re-
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mained there for abou£ two and a half to three months,
While there, we cleared off this coral area and made
it presentable and pitched tents out and lived in
tents, which was very desirable duty,

It sounds like it was, This was about the time when
you were taken out that certain staff members remained
behind to work on what became FIP-167, is that correct?

‘\ B

Yes, I don't kaewAﬁoo muoh about that, I don*'t know
who was on it really,

You did not have anything to do with it then =-- the
writing of this doctrlne.)

No,

Well, you were down at Quantico for approximately two

;%/{ (( L Zuré\
years gf@grfbwh‘;ch was expeditionary duty?

Yes./

When you went back, did you finish up your Senior
School?

L.dontt—kaow, \\ &

Well, after Quantico you went back to Headguarters,
Marine Corps, is that correct?

Yes, I was in War Plans,

What did your duties there entail?

It entailed other than what you called operations, It

W\\,AJ e

entalleqﬂ Wﬁgr plans, writing tables of organiza-
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tion, writing studies, etc.

‘ﬁ@%@&é

#or what end7 Just a general rewrite or were there
any contingency plans , , .

Well, as you well know, we had plans to take certain
islands in the Pacific in the event we had war with
Japan, One was -- which we worked on more than any
other -- was Truk which never materialized, But we
revised that, Saipan was one and I think Guam was one
too, We assumed that it would be captured by the Japs
but I remember Truk because we spent more time on that
than any other one,

Well now, down at Quantico the advanced base problems
and some of thejgchool's problems were involved with
the taking of these islands, Did your war plans and
revisions of the TOs and TEs reflect what they were
doing at Quantico or did they work on these plans and
studies in response to what you were doing at Head-
quarters Marine Corps?

We would worﬁzg% together,

You did work together?

Oh yes, sure., They would make their plans, submit
them to us, we'd reviiixigavthey would do the same,

In light of what went on later, do you think that your

plans were validy
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Oh very, Of course, there were mistakes in all of

them, I mean for instance Truk, We assumed that that
was going to be the one place that the Japanese would
have that we had to have,

What size Marine Corps did you envision at this time
should war break out?

Oh I don't know, It was very small, I can't say,
Did you conceive of a division or a corps or a couple
of corps?

Oh yes, we did, I think we conceived of two divisions,
as I remember,

Was there any concept or any thought about the use of
the Marines in Europe should the war break out in
Europe?

I don't think so,

That never came about? The Pacific was to be the area
of our fighting according to the plan;ﬁ

Yes, It might have been but I don't remember anything
at all of Europe,

At this time you were also a member of the Board to
revise the training program, is that correct, sir}
That is correct but I don't remember much about that,
But I do remember that we had that training program

revised and stepped up quite a bit,
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Did the position or role of the reserves in the Marine
Corps loom largey Was it a major consideration or

Jjust a contingency matter?

No, it was a major consideration, As I remember at
that time we were very much worried about what we
called our volunteer reserve that took no training

and had gotten old and just really would be no good if
war broke out, And we had to get rid of a lot of those L~y
and get it down to where the reserve was really a well-
trained outfit,

Then at this time did they start training reserve offi-
cers at Quanticoy

I don't kROW,Ssd~mSan-3atn |

In the history of the Marine Corps Reserve which you
provided information fo§f&Lich was recently published
some mention was made about a lot of the political
appointments, For instance, some of the political
commissions in the Marine Corps Reserve in the Wash-
ington area, Was this changed about this timez Did
they try to tighten up on the control?

Yes, but you always have that obstacle, I mean, people
in political life want to get a little rank and thing
and you figure they can do the Marine Corps a lot of

good, This might be a little -- should be off the record
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--‘batwﬁﬁen I relieved General Vandergrift as Commandant,
he told me, he said, "Cliff, I'm leaving you three
problems," And one of the problems he mentioned was
the fact that some of the reserves in a certain city
had promised a very prominent man a reserve commission
as lieutenant colonel, The man was deaf in one ear,
had poor eye sight, had high blood pressurey; he had
been invited on one thing and I was the one that had
to sayﬁno commission? And, of course, he never got
over i;. And he's a very prominent man, too, in the
newspaper world,

I'd like to talk about that when we get around to your
-=- that period when you were Commandant, I know that
there were a good many problems, But at ;ﬁg same time
you were on the Equipment Board, I think as collateral
duty, is that correct?

Yes and therets not much that I can say about that, It
was just testing equipment.and-thifigs. And at that
time, of course, it was different since we were test-
ing what would be antiques now,

Was there much modern in the equipment that was being
provided? 1 mean, we had to deal with the Navy, for
instance, on small boats and landing craft, Were they

coming up with anything new? Were they providing --
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were they making any provisions or considering what

the fleet landing force was to bey

Yes, they were trying to help out but I would say that
their support was a little lukewarm, When they started
talking about amphibious Operatiohs in the olden days

ings, people didntt think it could be done, They

didntt visualize the support you would get from aviation
and naval gunfire, and-things-like-that, They had an
idea that a few machine gu;; could hold up a whole land-
ing, And of course, when you think of those old landings
Calebi.

that we made at Palagra down there in those old motor
sailers and things, you can see why,

Over ) . S e
Txeyxwexe the gunnels with&@Zr'V%ﬁ 2> fere.
Yes, over and down youtd go most of the times,
At this time was there @ tremendous inter-service fight
for the defense dollar or military appropriations?
Well, of course I was on -- I wasn't too high ranking
at that time =-- but I think there has always been a
fight, and always will be, That's what the Department
of Defense was supposed to have straightened out but
they haven't done it and never will,
I think Walsh was head of the Naval Affairs Committee,

was he not -- Senator Walsh of Massachusettsy? Or was

this later?
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I don't kn@w.?\l~~f\kwwﬁx}k§k4

I'm just trying to find out whether we had any friends
in Congress, whether there was any . .

Wetl OF course, you've got one of the strongest ones in
there is old Uncle Carl Vinson,

He was there then at the time,

I'm not sure at that time whether he was chairman or
not but we had worlds of supporters in Congress, That
saved the Marine Corps' life,

Now, how would you sum up this two year tour at Head-
quarters Marine Corpsy Was it a period of ferment?
Well, it's hard to say. There wasn't too much really
going on, But it was just normal duty and there wasn't
any particular thing to buoy it up and spur you on,
There was none of this anticipation, there were no
signs of war clouds yet gathering or anything along
this line?

Well, there was talk of it, but I don't think so,

In *37 you went back to China with the Second Brigade,
is that correct?

Yes, Actually I went over with the Sixth Regiment, --
Second Battalion, Sixth Regiment, And we joined with
the Fourth Regiment to make the Second Brigade,

And was it Shanghai again this time?
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Yes,

What had changed?

Not too much, The same conditions existed, We had the
same mission at the»settlement, we had the same run-ins
with the Japs, and General Beaumont commanded the
Brigade, Colonel Tommy Clark commanded the Sixth
Regiment and Colonel Price had the Fourth,

Charles F, B, Pricep

Yes,

Was General Greene out there at this time or did he
come a little later?

No, he was out there., In fact he was in my battalion,
After the 5ixth Regiment returned home, I was transferred
to the Fourth and commanded the Second Battalion of the
Fourth Regiment and Greene was one of my company com-
manders,

He wrote some time later -- I think in 1940 =-- about
the riot control company. About the organization of
the company for riot control which some people have
interpreted to contain the nucleuséfthe concept of

fire teams, of-thelfire control teams =~ this forming.
johganization, Do you recall any times that this was
needed -~ this riot control company was needed?

Yes, on a few occasions., I have no specific one but a
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| number of times we would have to call them out to

break up these riots and=things, particularly the
Chinese, yousknow, They go wild when they get some

false report,or=something. At that time, we had a
k“\w A5 :mﬁ 7
gunner named;?heeh;i nd\Aé deveIOpedjilﬁhiag that was

kind of like a I don't know what, He would load a

Sva- N
muf fler of a truck with mznie balls and s&a@t the

INELVNC

truck and shoot theseﬂthings out of the muffler just

like a machine gun, The idea was there wasn't too
v
much force but they would certainly scatter themApf

You had problems with them, Were these Japanese in-
£ Feel

siglked riotsy

No, Mostly just Chinese, And of course, our main
trouble was the refugee probiem. Just hundreds of
thousands of Chinese, yeu-see, would swarm into the
settlement when the Japs occupied the country outside s
the-setttement,

Things clouded up there didn't they -- a lot more
harassment from the Japanese?

Oh vyes,

Did you have any personal encounter or personal in-
volvement with the Japanese forces as a commander?
Yes, I think I know what you're driving at, The Japs

would run the small convoys from their part of the

)

. /!mc
&mﬁ&i”% )
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N (W
Agkttlement over to the west/$;$» NQQ%d«%h£;%€¥§£emen§,

which was only a distance of four or five miles, They

("

would slip through on side streets andsthings before
we could stop them, We had quite a ‘few incidents where
it almost came to gunfire., I would get these orders
from the Colonel saying the Admiral was rafsing hell
because we were letting these Japs go through and had
to stop itﬁgadg%s I said we had instructions that we
couldnt't fire unless fired upon, So one day I got
blasted pretty hard so I took my whole Battalion and
deployed them along the streets down on Bubbling Well
Road over by the race course, We had heard that a Jap
convoy of about six or eight trucks was coming through,
So we deployed there and I gave my company commander

L bhléws Yy e Iyotle And baal
instructions that if they.- om _the-way that
fhey would:. open fire, So along with an interpreter,
I met this convoy in the middle of the street at an
intersection and we had words,and I told them they
couldn't go through‘and they said that they were, geing

-I said, '"All right, we're going to open

fire if you do." ©So then I waved to the men to stand
up and they stood up, about a thousand of them, all
along -- some of them up in the hotels even, And=this

£ld--- I think he was a major tooka look at them and
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barked out an order and the trucks turned around in a

hurry and they got out fast, But I've often wondered

what would have happened if they hadn't because I was

going to open fire, And of course, I knew that I was

in a tough spot, vaas right in the middle of the

street,

Were there any repercussions from thisp

None,

They never complained about it,

No,

Always testingj

Ch yes,

Under the diplomatic protocol, the position of the

troops in the International Settlement was unique, was

it not?

Gh yes,

Was there anything that wasn't -- and Japan was a

signatory to this protoool?

Yes, there was an agreement the International Settle-

ment would be neutral,

And yet they violated it left and right?

Their claim was that we were there as an armed guard
e BE L COR W

and also the French'anqﬁthe others and they had the

same right to run through if they wanted to,
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You did not have a diplomatic staff though,

I dontt kmow, “ NNy s

Did you have any friendly relations with the Japanese?
Did you meet them socially?

Oh yes, sure, And on the surface we would go to dinner
with them and we'd be aboard the Pittsburgh or the
British flagship or in the clubs%andﬁihiggs. We had
most elaborate dinners, In fact, I still have down in
my file there a seating arrangement of veryswanky
dinner where Nomura and all the rest of those high
Japs were there,

Did any one of them with whom you were friendly indi-
cate what was coming or indicate that they were unhappy
with the situation?

Oh no, But I tell you what we did find at this period,
Tﬁé{%ﬁk?‘and the Navy hate each other as much as anyone
could, In fact, at one time at Kiangwan during the
fighting out there a battalion of the Army and a company
of the Navy had a fire fight,

Oh really.

Yes, an actual fight, They didn't like each other, The
Navy looked down on the Armmy.

And the Army resented it, of course,

Oh yves.
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MR, FRANK: You stayed out in China this tour for how long?

GENERAL CATES: Well, approximately a year and ten months, I think it
was, Altogether with my first cruise out there, I think
it was five years altogether,

MR, FRANK3 Fiveryears. What was the effect of Marines' duty out
there in China? On the Marine Corps and the Marines as
a whole?

GENERAL CATES;  Well, I think it was good for morale for one thing,
Because the men liked it and it was easy living and
cheap. We had %ood training, I mean, at that time,
you know, theré was nq/giiagigagggng on any other
place that I remember and we were able to train well,
practice street riots, and even get down to little
things like building bunkers and things like that,

MR, FRANK: Were the Marines prominent ﬁﬁ the world because of
their duty out in China at this timey

GENERAL GATES: ©Oh yes, I think so, Because they made a prefty good
reputation out there, I mean they behaved themselves
fairly well,

MR, FRANK: Did the Fifteenth Infantry go out there?

GENERAL CATES: No, not in Shanghai, In this second tour of duty out
there in *38 and '39, the Thirty-first Infantry was
there., They came in from the Philippines to augment

the protection of the settlement,
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Now you left China wherp

It was June 39,

By this time, was it apparent that there was going to
be war with the United States to your mind?

No, I don't think so, But there was certainly a lot of

ill feelings, hard feelings between us and the Japs,

“ Had any contingency plans been prepared for evacuation

)
of the Marines,
S

N
AI'mzsure there had been., I-think-there-was;

But it didn't come down to . . .,
No, because for instance in '32 we didn't evacuate the
civilians, as I remember, but in '38 and *39 we did
most of them, Most of them moved out,
Where did they gophicBack home or to the Philippines?
Well, both, To Hong Kong, lots back to America and
to the Philippines,
Did you get up to North China at all during the time
you stayed there?

N
NQpe.)KPéople asked me where I had been in China, I'd
say Shanghai with the exception of one trip. I went up
the Yangtze River on one of the o;jig;;:gﬁgig\?Or about
five or six days and that was all, The rest of the
time I was right in Shanghai,

What was the purpose of this? Just a pleasure ride?
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No, You see, at that time the Panay had just been sunk,
This was *38, was it not?

Yes, And so we ran these gunboats up there on patrols
and the trip I made we went up to bring out -- we went
to Wuhu to evacuate some nuns and priests that we got
out, And I might say we had a hard time getting them
out because the Japs didn't want to let them go at all.
In fact, they forbid us to do it, And when we were
actually bringing them down to the banks to put them in

the little boats to go out to the -- I

the-gunboat§s—name-now -- the sentry worked his bolt on
hisvrifle and I thought sure he was going to fire,

That could have been the start of something,

Yes,

Why should it have been if the sinking of the Panay
didn't do it?

And of course at that time Nanking had been sacked and
burned, We spent a few days in Nanking,

The story of Japanese aggression in China at this time
was pretty well linked with atrocity stories == they
called it the rape of Nanking, I guess, To your
knowledge did this actually occur or was it journalistic

hiCewse
“’? Did they over-blow it?

You mean the atrocitiesy
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Yes, sir,

Oh no, they were as cruel as could be, We actually
saw that in Shanghai, I mean, see them shoot civilians
and run a bayonet through them,

Well, why?

Don't ask me, But I might say that the Chinese were
Just as bad, l

You've seen some of the?%eadings dﬁqgm§shootings in
your time,

Ch yes, There's something about the Oriental mind that
is not the same as ours,

g;ﬁ%@@é%%%u left Shanghai in June of '39, Where did
you go from there, sirp

I came back to the Army War College, I think it was,
Yes, in September *39,

You were a Lieutenant Colonel by now,

Yes, In fact, I was promoted to Colonel while I was
in the Army War College, And a rather smusing inc¢i-
dent =~ I got it on April Fool's Day and I invited all
the members of the School and their wives to drop by
the Club and have a drink with me, Two-thirds of
them thought it was a joke, I think,

Well, you got off cheap on a wetting-down party.

I did not, I had to replenish my liquor supply three
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times, We stayed until ten ot'clock that night,

MR, FRANKs Oh, What did you feel that you learned of importance
at the Army War College? Was the curriculum up to date?

GENERAL CATES: Yes, I was very much impressed with that, I mean it
was tops, We had the best brains there -- General
Marshall came down to lecture, We had people like Joe
Collins, General Cowley, General Simpson and General
this and that --gﬁéﬁﬁgéga&-- and practically everyone
of those people got to be a one or four-star rank,

MR, FRANK: Was there any other Marine officer attending school
with you at this time?

GENERAL CATES: Yes, Before you leave the War College, may I tell you
a kind of a joke on me?

MR, FRANK: Yes, certainly,

GENERAL CATES:  After we left there, a few months later I happened to
be looking at my records and 1 saw my fitness repoxrt
from the Army War College., It was most elaborate, boy
they poured it on thick, So I was so proud of it that
I had it photostated and I have one in my files today.
Then I found out later that they had given the same
kind of report almost identical to every other Marine
officer that had been there, So I was a little de-
flated,

MR, FRANK: Now, the curriculum khakxwazxskxessek dealt with strategy.
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It was not industrial, it was purely military =-=- high

level military school, is that correct?

Yes, it took consideration of everything, It was a

well-prepared course and money well spent,

How did the Marine Corps figure in the curriculum;

What did they conceive of the Marine Corps as? Do you

recall?

No, I don't think there was any particular emphasis

put on the Marine Corps, We were studying war plans,

I remember the first time I ever heard of radar, Gen-

eral Marshall came down in a very hush-hush session

and told us about this wonderful invention that we had

now that was going to revolutionize the war and it was

ultra-top-secret and two days later one of the members
. %vqx_quQ§¢gﬁ£&Qh

of the class came up with,a-thing that was published

in Popular Mechanics about two years before on radar,

Of course, this was a British invention, was it not®p

Or did we develop ours on our own?

I really don't know,

The Navy had people attending this course too, did

they not?

Oh yes,

Did it deal with naval strategy?

Yes, it did. And they had a Navy captain on the staff,




MR, FRANK$

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:
GENERAL CATES:

MR. FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

-109-

I've forgotten his name now, And quite a few naval
officers,

t:;;s

What about the role of aviation, What did they con-
ceive of it being at this timep

Well, there's no doubf about it, they realized the im-
portance of aviation and at this time, during this
period, is when the President, you know, made such a
big grand-stand play to get so many thousand planes.
The B-17 program or something like that?

Itve forgotten what it was, It was some elaborate
program that was unheard of at that time, But it was
in preparation before the war, which hadntt started.
What about amphibious assaultyp Did they deal with
these?

Some, but not too much, No, they kind of hashed over
that because they were thinking in terms of the Corps
and Armies -- land warfare,

Well, how did they anticipate they were going to get
the military forces to ity

I don't know, Maybe they thought they were going to
fly them there, But that was another sutdy we made,
of course, about the flying, how much it would take
to supply even one regiment in action there,

Now, the course lasted for one year, is that correct?
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GENERAL CATES:  Approximately;, it was about ten months,

MR. FRANKs So we're getting into 1940 when you were with the
Army War College, And what was your next assignment?

GENERAL CATES: I was assigned as Director of the Basie School at
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which at that time con-
sisted of about only 140 young college boys, twenty-
five from the Naval Academy. And Ehat course lasted

approximately eight months and then during the summer

Y t{\)\f\rél\o._,h\dxw\f\‘ X f \ \\\‘?} Q&../‘v
we trained,, I dom't-know 1¥.ii was'reserves o FLCs.
MR, FRANK3 Of course, this was before the Basic School was trans-

ferred to Quantico,

GENERAL CATES: Yes,

MR, FRANK: Which must have happened shortly after that or did
they knock the basic school off when the war began and
went into the OC and ROC@1/§V00§W”“7

GENERAL CATES: No, I don't think they knocked it off. I was there

until April of 142,

MR, FRANK: That's when you joined,éﬁiﬁgffﬁiiigéiy command of the
First Marines.

GENERAL CATES:  Yes.

MR. FRANK: I've heard said that there were many inbred problems

in training at the basic school in Philadelphia, There
was no land to maneuver and no place to take these

young lieutenants around for their field training,
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There was a skimpiness of weapons and they had the
makee-changee type of things.,

I don't think that's quite true. There wasn't an area
right by the school where you could fire but there was
plenty of vacant territory where we'd hold maneuvers

and things and then every summer we would go to Indian
Town Gap, We had something like 30,000 acres up there
with no one there. We were the only ones there. The
Army, you see, had closed up the camps and we had wonder-
ful accommodations, wonderful ranges, and you couldn't
ask for better, We'd be there for =-- as I remember we
stayed there for eight weeks. So we got in a world of
firing up there,

Who were some of your instructors on the staff? Who

were some of the people that you had?

I relieved Gilder Jackson, then my Executive Officer
wasFrank Goettge, who was killed on Guadalcanal. And

I had Honsowetz .and=I-had Hochmuth and-Jl-had Masters
ooy T donr tow, S SRR Beal o R,
They all later became %ﬁi&un%mgm&

Oh yes, Robertshaw, In fact, that class at the Bésic
§chool, the first one, turned out the best bunch of
officers I've ever seen, But they were the ones that

went right in to the beginning of the war, In fact,
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in my regiment in Guadalcanal, fifty per cent of my
officers were from the school that I wasAinstructhg.gjﬁx
How did the basic school curriculum change or how did
things change with the outbreak of warp
Well, I dontt think it changed materially, I can re-
member a world of excitement on that Sunday, the
seventh of December, because everybody around the Navy
Yard there got all excited., They wefe scared they were
going to be gassed or something=and bombed and of course
. _ N AxSeod
we took all kind of security measures, ~Bu$hye stressed
mostly theds.weapons, The-weapons and the use of them,
And I might say that the twenty-five boys from the
Naval Academy didn't measure up to the others because
they thought their education was over, They had just
finished the Naval Academy and they were not up to the
others when it came to weapons and-things-like-that,
But they turned out all right but in the class standing
they stood well down,
Talking about Naval Academy graduates, in your subse-
quent years as commander and commandant, what was your
reaction to the boys from the Naval Academy?
Oh I don't know that I saw any difference, I think
that maybe actually we got our very best from the

colleges =- I mean the honor graduates that we were
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/{'Lr) }?/..ﬂ("%e:?ov@"' ij?’?g?f“y~;
lucky enough to get &nd pick-up-two—leaders -- that

fgégufzgders class that started way back =-- oh say, we
skipped that, I had that job at Quantico,

Oh, I meant to talk about that,

I've forgotten when it was now but I had the first one,
General Holcomb, of course, assigned me to it and I'll
have to check that record a little bit, I think that
was in ' 377

It had to be *37 because Holcomb becane Commandant in
*36.

No, 1935, June to August '35,

And this was the first one they ever had,

Yes, the first one and then after that is when I went
to the Senior Course at the Marine Corps Schools,

These were college boys that came down for the summer,
Yes, Recruited from different wlleges, In fact, I
recruited a lot of them myself.

You were telling me the last time when you were roaming
the fields out there, you had recruiting duty in the *20s,

S A \\k&j«JQ}Eévwﬂéigthé?“ﬁ@
Yes, and IA\ ~dummer—thing-at Center Colleged I

signed up most of the football team theze at-Center

1 )/ 7 tooa g |
Coxtege for the &wo leaderjclass and the réc;uﬁns/gdﬁﬁd%l

almost went crazy.

Well, was there any kind of indication of from what
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area of the country or what type of college would pro-

vide the best men of the officer caliber type individual?
Ay fopn Feafeve.

Yes, the twe- class originally all came from

land grant colleges, For instance, I started out at

Washington and Jefferson;télhq£emand Ohio U, and Miami

University in Ohi;igxyjﬁﬁ§ﬁﬁ?%§&sity of Mississippi,

and other officers took different sections, Then at

that time, the Army was taking practically none of

their honor students from the ROTC and we got quite a

few of them, We got some awfully good ones,

They were not picking the honor students,

No, for some reason or other that was when the Army

was cut back so that they . . .

Taking no RUIC students at all?

I don't think they were taking any at that time, I'm

not sure of that,

This is not -always true but a land grant college did

not have the prestige or the money type young men who

came from the upper class, the higher class, so you

had a pretty middle class type of individuai?

I really don*'t know exactly what the land grant colleges

were, I know, of course, they were given a big grant

but by whom I don't know,

Well, land grant under the Morrall Act I think'i§f1857i
/
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they were state colleges or else agricultural colleges,
I know my own college was a land-grant college, the
University of Connecticut,and the University of Tennessee
might have been one,

GENERAL CATES: It was.

MR, FRANK: Well, this was it. It was a state agricultural college
or state . . .

GENERAL CATES: No, it wasntt anything like the Ivy League there,

MR, FRANK3 No, that's what I mean,

GENERAL CATES: Or the =- I don't know whether the Big Ten . . .

MR, FRANK: The Big Ten might have hagt some land grant colleges.

GENERAL CATESs Now that I remember it though, we did get one from USC,

Is that a land grant?

o, 5

GENERAL CATES: We got one famous Olympic swimmer and I must say he

MR, FRANK:

soon busted out, He couldn't even do txé arithmetic.
MR, FRANK: S0 it's not only the football players that get 6 good é%éﬂékﬁﬁgﬁﬂa‘
J%O\/lejall;eifes. Torliin om gt i oo A brtirns, Ag
GENERAL CATES: TﬂeyXusuaikﬁwtﬁkewthemvibmxahhletﬁcswgnxschpl@r%hxp
I guess,
MR, FRANK: The PLC at the time it was organized, was it conceived
to be a two-summer course leading to a commission or

just the one summer? Did you get juniors to be com-

missioned after graduation?
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The first year, of course, it was juniors and then

after that they would have the junior and the senior,

To Fhe first two six-week sessions or something like

that,

Yes,

Now, what was your attitude when the war broke out?
A giT o o)

Were you raring to go getiyeour many —

Oh yes, I-means I think most of us were,

Well, I'm certain you were but , ., .

In fact, soon after -- I say soon after -- after the

war broke out, General Holcomb was up at Indian Town

Gap where we were in training the basic school and so

I hit him then to be assigned to a regiment and he

said, "Well, I'll see what I can do for you." o it

wasn't but a week or ten days later I had my orders,

To the First Division,

Yes,

Vandegrift was not yet . . .

Yes, he had taken over from General Torrey when I

arrived,

So you were not involved in any of the , . .

No, I don't know anything about that controversy at

all, except what I've heard, >

Who had the First Marines or did you forqrtrOm scratchy

;
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GENERAL CATES: No, There was a Colonel there for a short period of
time that I relieved and I've forgotten his name, He
kind of dropped out of the picture,

MR, FRANK; There was someone who had been giving everybody a hard
time == I don't know if this is thg one.

GENERAL CATES: I don't know, I might say that wgen I took charge of

M2 this regiment, it was a bunch of men and I'd say ninety
per cent of them had volunteered after Pearl Harbor,
young men =-- the average age wasn't twenty, And I
would say that I had == oh in the whole regiment I
didn't have fifty experienced non-coms.=-- all young
men, And lieutenants were the same way, I was for-
tunate enough to have three good battaiion commanders,
I had Colonel Cresswelkgwho was commander of the First
Battalion, and Colonel\Fﬁééem'higﬁthe Second, and

)

McKelvy the Third,

Lo [ i

MR, FRANK: Wayne McKelvy?

GENERAL CATES: Yes,

MR, FRANK; Was his father a Marine officer also?
GENERAL CATES:  Yes.

MR, FRANK: Wild Bill McKelvy, was it?

GENERAL CATES:  Yes.

MR, FRANK: Who was your Regimental Exec?

GENERAL CATES: He was a two-fisted bird, a good soldier named Frisbie,
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Frisbie, who later became CO of the Fifth Marines
during Okinawa, I think,
Yes, He was a good hard task master and I must admit
he kind of ran some of our lieutenants crazy. In fact,
there's one now that's editor of Life, George Hunt,
that I had to either get rid of Frisbie or George
Hunt, And so I think Colonel Webb was the Seventh

~ ‘
Regimentﬂ};Zdéd an Exec so we transferred him over

t. But he xode

there,
George. Hunt-==_1 thought he -was-going to. drive-him
CRAZY s~

To talk about Frisbie again and talking about these
battalion commanders, what was the average age of

the battalion commanders? None of them were World

War I veterans,

Ch no,

Frisbie, I think, may have been,

No, he wasn't, I dont't know what the average age was,
It was very young, I'd say thirty-two or thirty-four,
Well, of course, it's hard to conceive of what the age
was, And-to hy\pdint—ef view fﬁéy were Eretty much
older from my point of view at thﬁﬁ%imgjluﬁas iQ@@ﬁehﬁww
Yes, when you stop to think that in th; olden days --

letts see, I think I was a Captain for thirteen years.




MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:
MR, FRANK:
GENERAL CATES;

MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

=119~

I goﬁw%ajority dfdy after about seventeen years I think

it was,

Now Frisbie I don't think was school=-educated, was he?

I dontt think so, I think he came up the hard way

through the ranks,

He had never gone to any schools,

I dontt know about that.

How about these other officers? What had been their

experience?

They had all been schooled. I mean Cresswell had
MMfﬂ?%ﬁ;jfﬁfééﬁg

graduated from MicHigan~AMANy; Pollock went to some

school in South Carolina, I don't know whether it

was Citadel or not, It was one of the others if not,

Itve forgotten about McKelvy,

Who was your Operations Officer?

Pollock was after the first part of Guadalcanal and

then later he became Exec, I'll have to check that

record, I-dontt—knew;—Itve—forgotten,

What was it like when you took over the Regiment?

This was down at New River, was it not?p

Yes. Well, conditions were not good, We were billeted
well and as I say, the First Marines had just been
organized, Colonel Hunt who had the Fifth Regiment

had a bunch of old seasoned veterans, I mean, lots of




MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

-120-

old non-coms, We'd kind of cry over our beer together
and I'd say,’'yourve got old experienced men and good
non-coms.” And he'd say,“Yes, but yourve got good
battalion commanders and good company commanders and
I have some that are not so goodjlwas the way he put
it. We had normal training down there but as I wrote
in my diary during Guadalcanal we never had a regimental
CPX prior to salling., In fact, the first regimental
CPX we ever had was when we landed on Guadalcanal.
Well, did you think that you had considerable more
time than you actually didp
Oh yes, that's getting into the war more or less but
we were supposed to be going to New Zealand for our
training -- approximately six months! training, In
fact, when we left }o sail for San Francisco, I say
in this diary here;ZLicked like hell about not having
spare parts for the rifles and not having equipmenti
We had no sites for the amtracs /half-tracks/ and we.
cargo-loaded which I protested very severely, I said
it's foolish to load ship when youtre going to start
ouéyytu don't know where you're going to end up., I
said when you go you ought to be combat loaded and
ready to be diverted to any place. And it was almost

like that, Two days before we got to Wellington, New
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Zealand, we got instructions to repack the best we
could and be prepared for combat duty. And when we
landed at Wellington, it was the damnedest sight
that you can possibly imagine. There were ten or
eleven ships unloaded == all had to be unloaded,
Most of the things were packed in paper cartons, It
rained for nine solid days around the clock and we
were all trying to get our equipment into shape and
it finally got to be the biggest mess that God ever

W?i
created on that pier. Everybody iget tearing open

boxes ang th amqS éﬁ%@%@ﬁf and Wé stole ,and we
borrowed and begged to get equipment

I've heard it said that when the division went to the
states, the First Marine was in the best condition of
all, in the best state of training,

OH no, I don't think so. I can't believe it because
they hadn't had much training.

Yes, but you hadn't been cut up and not as many de-
mands had been made upon your manpower thag;iiaxxknx
skange;~ the Fifth and Seventh.Marines.

Well, that might be true but still the Fifth had &
nuclei there of seasoned veterans,

You mean to say Hunt could let them go when the para-

troopers were formed, when the raiders were formed?
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They had to go if they wanted to., Well, let's get
out of the start of the war and then we will knock
off, get up to Guadalcanal,

What was the nature of the training and preparations
out at New Riverf Just what did you do? Where did
you maneuver? What were some of the problems facing
you at this time?

We had the usgal elementary training which they
needed because they had to have it, I mean every-
thing from squads right to extended order and then
we maneuvered quite a bit out in the boor docks.

Of course, the First Marines did not participate in

Otsalies
Omgkio when the division came

that major landing at
"N Lvaw Inwasd

up from @ggggfégggl. The Division was formed in

February of '40 . . .

You don't mean came up from Guadalcanal,

From Guantanamo,

No. \QA&%}%~

You only ha& the Fifth and Seventh Marines at that

time, I believe,

That's right,

The brigade became the division, I think, it was in

t41,

And I say, we had some battalion CPX:iand of course 1
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stretched communications as much as I could.

What was the nature of the communications? What kind
of gear did you have and equipment?

Well, telephone mostly, And of course we had walkie

talkies that wouldn't work in the treeskghﬁw'd go out
when it got good and damp,

Rig in the wire, of course,
up type thing?

Yes,

That's pretty much the same thing that you had in

World War I, didnt't you?

Yes, Well, thatts usually the way you start fighting
JAr R N
the second war with stwff that you'had at the end of

A
the last wargyéaﬁkﬁew.

It was hard to get appropria-
tions,

Now, I want to ask you about the organization of the
regiment, You had three infantry battalions?
Yes,

And you had a weapons company, did you not?p

Yes,

Did %he weapons company have the 37 mm. cannon? |
Yes and they had the half-tracks.

Half-tracks 75,

But when we landed on Guadalcanal, we had two half-

It was the old EE-8, windp
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fa)\; Sx
tracks but didnt't have the Qfack or éhem.

i %
Didn't have the for themﬂ/ Actually we were

Wi il e[t Svades,
talking about amtracs beforej Didn't they take them
away from you for beach defense and perimeter defense
latex?
Not on Guadalcanal, We are getting into the war now
but agrather amusing incident,about the second or third
day we were there agugiéygtharlne came up about four
thousand yards off to our left and shelled us, And he
got so he'd come up every afternoon about four o'clock
and lob a few shells into us, So I told this Captain
Hutchins ~-- I said, "Look, you take those half-tracks
up there and bed them down and when he comes up, you
open fire on him," He said, "*We don't have anylwp%glgp.“
I said, "That's all right. You can scare them to
death,” And so help milﬂannagﬁhe came up that after-
noon and'they fired two shots and one hit right on
that sub's fantail, And a big black cloud of smoke
came up and the sub went down and we don't know to
this day what happened,
Who was this, Lyford Hutchins? |
Yes, But itts odd that out of two shots and no.égﬁdhﬁﬁ
Just direct aiming that they hit actuali; right on

that bird's fantail,
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That was very good shooting., What outfit was Liou
Diamond in? Was he in First Marinesy

Yes, he was,

How did he get away with that goatee?

Oh, I don't know, He had all the courage in the world
and was kind of dramatic, He would stand up when we
were getting shelled and yellg@® at the men,”what the
hell are you scared of? Get up out of there, you can't
get hitj(

He was one of the real characters,
Yes. He was one of the few that remainﬁfn World War II,
We were talking about the maneﬁvers, Were there any
landing exercises while you were at New Rivex?

No. The only landing exercises we had were after we
left New Zealand going towards Guadalcanal. YOu are
probably acquainted with that, Some where along the
route were the Fiji Islands., So they picked out this
island, I can't think of the name of it -~ I will in

a minute =-- but where we were supposed to make the land-
ingy And as had been planned for Guadalcanal, the
Fifth Regimi;; was to land first, The island was

named Korof{ So it was a very rough day and Colonel
Hunt's Fifth Regiment made the landing all right, with-

out too much trouble, They lost a few boats but by
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the time my regiment which was in support made the
landing, the tide had dropped considerably and we

hit coral and we lost boats and finally they called
it off entirely. They called it off for all my regi-
ment except myself and my oxrderly and I said to hell
with it I'm going ashore. So I jumped overboarxd and
waded in and spent the night. And of course, the
ship departed that night and came back in the next
day and we re-embarked, But that was the only prac-

tice landing that we had prior to Guadalcanal,
End of Side 1

Tape 1
Side 2, Interview Session II

MR, FRANK: What were your relationships with the division staff?
Were the regimental commanders constantly scrambling
to get the things they needed, to get the equipment,
to get the men ., ., .

GENERAL CATES: ©h yes, there was a fight to get equipment. Of course,
the staff was doing the best they could and they were
fighting to get things and we'd hounii?hem to death,
But the answer was, it'll be there when you get there,

MR, FRANK: How about meny Were you filled up to strength when

you left the United States?
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Yes, we were fairly well off, I think we were filled

up.

The equipment you had -- was there much new stufi?p
0%

I mean ©=3 rifles, same , , .

No, very little.
Flat helmetsy
Ch yes,

And you loaded out from where? Norfolkp

No, we entrained at New River and went to San Francisco,
Oh, you went across country?

Yes,

Was it some of your regiment that ended up on the

Eri cssom?

Yes, You mean the one that was so poox}

Yes,

Ch, that was a 1ou£§y job, yes.

It is surprising from the reports afterwards that there
wasn't a mutiny among the Marines on board there,

Of course, at that time I didnt't realize;we were main-
taining radio silence, you know, on the way, I didn't
know it until we got to New Zealand.

General Vandegrift would come down and inspect you
once in a while to see what was going onf)

Oh yes,

And the three of this division at this time was Thomas?
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Thatt's right, Thomas, And Twining was the assistant,
Nimmer had been replaced some time beforeQVIJgée@s.
He wasn't there, I don't know where he went,

Then Thomas was all over the place,

Ch yes, Thomas was energetic and a good man,

& - éf
Who was your Four? Who was the head of Division.Feur,
do you remember?

I was just trying to think, Was it Walter Rogers? No,
it wasnt{ Rogers,

Mahoney?

No. Itve-forgotten. "™l S Wwerl &%ﬁk&i‘é
Were you satisfied when you left New River that you were
ready?

Oh, no, far from it, As I wrote in that diary, we were
short of equipment and short on training. But as I said,
maybe we can make up in guts what we lacked otherwise,
How did you feel about the division being split up, not
going out as a unit? Did you feel that as plans were,
you were going to join up with themp
Oh yes, it wasn't split up actually, The Fifth Regiment
went first, Ivdonft@exa@t%y»kaaawwhere“fﬁe Seventh was --
in Samoay

In Samoa,

And we followed a few days after the Fifth, But the idea
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Ve, fmenTs
was that all the divisions were supposed to get training

at Wellington, near Wellington, except the Seventh which
eventually would join us,

This is at Aotea Quay that you had all this trouble in
tramp shipping and reloading the ships, was it not?

It was right in Wellington,

It was at Wellington?

Oh yes, right on the pier,

I thought the name of the pier was Aotea Quay,

Qn, [t might be, I don't know,

What were some of the lessons learned that you later

put to rights when you became a division commander in
the mougg%ng out of the First Division?

Well, in the first place, be fully equipped and supplied,
The next was to be fully combat loaded so that you could
get to the things that you needed., For instance, on
Guadal canal we never goé%%ale of barbed wire ashore,

Of course, Pollock's transport, the Elliot/ I think it

was, was sunk by torpedo and the others by the time they
got down to the barbed wire and ready to unload it, the
Navy had lost the four cruisers so they picked up the
sm?,%\\faﬁ left,

When we get to discussing Guadalcanal, I'm sure your o ,
vl he iPQ v Naead,
comments are on what the Navy did and did not dovdertaindy:~
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GENERAL CATES: There's a lot to be considered on both sides, Of
course, we consider our side but when you consider
the Navy, they had an awful problem to decide whether
to stay there and take their chance on losing all of

Wﬁ‘\,j\ {,}:‘?}‘;}.};‘ o
theh oxr not,

MR, FRANK: I think we'll probably end this session now and pick
up our next discussion with the Guadalcanal campaign

which will probably take up a whole period of time,

I should think.
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As I said, our last discussion centered about prepara-
".jj{:)@ (it ! l}/
tions for and the deployment of the Division #o=Sixth

e /T

‘Fleety First Marines?to Wellington prior to the trip

to the tcanal, What about the training == I don't
think we discussed this =- the training in New Zealand .
which was practically nothing, was it not?

Mr, Frank, may I first say that the memory of World
War II is not near as clear as World War I because I
was a young man then and you seem to remember things
when you are younger and also I have had the privilege
of writing the history of my old company during the
war, So events and dates stand out very cleéﬁ?ly F 4
in World War I, And in World War II, of course I
remember worlds of it but if I'm wrong on any dates

or any segment, I hope that it will be corrected,

Now in answer to your questioqjthere was no
training whatsoever of my regiment in New Zealand,
because just prior to landing we received orders to
be prepared to unload and to combat load for a future
operation., So the nine or ten days we were there we
spent == and I might say that they were the most
hectic I've ever seen -- we spent trying to prepare
to get combat loaded and get spare parts for weapons

etc, And we had no training whatsoever,
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Lvoin
MR, FRANK: When the Division mounted out #8 the United States

and specifically those regiments from the East Coast,

7/ //) (o Ol n A
I imagine they—served similarly with those regiments

which left the West Coast, You had no combat rations,
so to speak, The rations you had were all commercial~
type cans, were they not? Commercial--type packages?

GENERAL CATES: As far as I remember, that is correct.

MR, FRANK: In other words, instead of the contents being printed
on the can they had a paper label,

GENERAL CATES: No, I don't remember that we had any emergency rations
at all;

MR, FRANK: I was projecting to the time when you combat loaded
down in Wellington and it rained and the cartons dis-
appeared and the labels disappeared so you didn't have
the faintest idea what the cans contained,

GENERAL CATES: That's correct, The cartons and I might say that we =-
I think we stated previously that we begged and borrowed
and stole and we just got things the best we could,

MR, FRANK: What was the result when you got to the *canal, I mean
when you unloaded these rations and had these unmarked
cansz There must have been some pretty ridiculous
menus as a result,

GENERAL CATES:  Well, of course soon after we arrived there, we went

on a strict diet you nmight say of where we had one day
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of American rations and then we lived off the Japanese

rations that we had captured, I think it was three days.

3

I think it was one and three and of course it wa%JGery
poor ration, I mean mostly rice and dried fish and things
like that., And I might say here that luckily my head-
quarters -- regimental headquarters -- was in a lime
grove which was a big help because I covered all this
Jap food with lime juice, As you know, after the Battle
of Savo, the transports got under way and I think we %AX
unloaded something like twenty to twenty-five per cent
of our stores and as a result, of course, we were short,
We were particularly short of things like barbed wire
and heavy equipment and we also made the mistake, which™
you can always be a Monday morning quarterback, of un-
loading well outside of our perimeter, As a result,
when the ships departed we had to sacrifice worlds of
our supplies, We just went off and left them, We moved
them the best we could, If we had unloaded in our
perimeter -- the Lunga area or Kokum, I think we called
it -- well, we could have saved a lot of it, But it

was a grand mess and of course we knew we were on oug
own for a number of weeks,

Let' s advance this situation wher-itHejse/ -donditiibns. on

a ®uple of years beyond when you had the Fourth Division,
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A
Did Véﬁx;lessons you learned as far as logistics are

concerned affect your plamning for your operations on

Saipan and later in Iwo?

Oh definitely and of course you always learn fqu prior

operations, As I remember, of course I wasn'éji;iding

at Saipan but Tinian and Iwo Jima, I mean we were well

supplied,

And the landing of supplies went pro forma®

Yes, except at Iwo Jima and that wasn't the result of

the supply system. After the first day, we had about
gty Florn

three or four days o@wpoiw%ng where it was the biggest

mess youtve ever seen, Just worlds of boats wrecked

and the beach was cluttered with broken boats and you

Just couldn't land,

We discusifﬁ%iiflier about the development of amphibious

doctrineﬁq&a;fére doctrine and I think we mentioned that.,:

we talked about the fleet landing exercises in the '30s

and I believe you were involved with a couple of R

based on the landing force manual which was developed

in 133 and the FIP-167, It seems to me as aﬂhistoriag/

having studied thisjthat the logistics aspects of this

amphibious warffre/planning always seems to have taken

a back seat or”;gg;;d #t aside as though either the

A
problems which came up to the planners were insoluble

{. ;'_,/h e é t

bt
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or they considered the things so easy that they didn't

feel that that m uch time ought to have been put into

working on it,

Well, that's true, there's no doubt about that, We were

thinking about the strategy and the tactics. Prior to

World War Il we always figured the Marines would get by

somehow,

This perhaps is the reason that Guadalcanal was called

Operation Shoestring,

Yes, I guess it is,

Now, what about the intelligence that you as a regi-

mental commander received of the target area,

Well, of course it was very poor. As I remember,

General Twining flew over in a B-24 I guess it was

and made a reconnaissanca and then he tried to get

information from the Australians and he did get a

little, We were fortunate enough to have a few Aus-

tralians with us who‘h?d/begn on Guadalcanal, In fact,
b ey

I had one -- a Majogmﬁ;;g;éi] He was able to give me a

Lot of good dope that helped me, Then of course we

The hidfga

had a very poor aerial photograph of just a&@ng@tﬁ@mw

beach area and that's all, I think after our landing

we were off that map within twenty or thirty minutes

and we didn't have any maps whatsoever, We didn't
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realize the rivers and streams, how they zigzagged
back and forth and as a result -- this is getting

a little far -- but as a result Colonel Pollock's
battalion =-- the Second Battalion, First -- in heading
for Grassy Knoll, I think he crossed the Ilu River
about three or four times because it wound around,

The information that we received, you might say, was
praptiically nil -- intelligence information,

Did you have any idea of in what strength the Japanese
were situated on the %canal?

They had a fair estimate of that, I don't know where
they got it but they thought they had more military
there than they did. I've forgotten what the figures
are now but it was two or three hundred military and
quite a few civilian workers,

Now the Grassy Knoll you spoke of just a second ago
was the Division objective, was it not?

Yes, and I might say kind of a silly one too because

it was about five miles inland and it had no particular

value as far as securing a perimeter and securing the
airfield, But that was my objective and so I had to
more or less have my three battalions operating in-
dependently, We started out in the initial attack

with them echeloned, General Pollock had the mission
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of securing that Knoll and after about two or three
days I finally received a message =- I hadn't received
one for quite some time -- stating that he was on the
slopes of Grassy Knoll but he never did get to the top
of that, as you know,

The Grassy Knoll in effect was Mount Austin, was it
not?

Yes; Mount Austin,

Which was considerably further inland than had been
anticipated?

Ch yes, We couldn't have held it, It was way out
there and of course the Japs after naval gunfire

took off to the booéjgockiand disappeared entirely.
So actually we landed unopposed, There wasn't any
opposition at all, Of course, if you look back on

it now, you can see that we should have landed right
square at the mouth of the Ilu River,

What happened after you landed?

We passed through the Fifth Regiment who established
a beachhead about less than a thousand yards inland
and then the division evidently received word that
the airfield had been evacuated entirely so they
diverted my first battalion,which was commanded by

Colonel Cresswell, up the beach to take the airfield,
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which he did with no tirouble whatsoever, Then my
third battalion was holding on the left and Pollock
had disappeared entirely in the jungle, cutting his
way through the jungle trying to get to Grassy Knoll,
As soon as we got the airfield, I finally got in touch
with Pollock after a lot of difficulty because I
couldn't reach him on the radio and told him to back-
o do S, he had A2 s hackK
trackgwhgﬁhibekhadz&g&éewba cut tralls‘agﬁ/comqﬁlnto
the perimeter. Then of course the Fifth had moved
up and we occupied this perimeter which is history,
with the First Marines on the right and the Fifth
Marines on the left with the artillery south of the
airfield, We didn't have the troops to make a com-
plete cordon defense of the perimeter and so you might
say the artillery was in the front line too,

MR, FRANK3 Yes, Of course the division was spread out so thin
at that point.

GENERAL CATESs Yes,

MR, FRANK: When you went in you knew what your objectives were,
Did you have the idea at that time, do you recall,
that the Division was to remain there or whether it
was to be relieved?

GENERAL CATES: Of course we thought that we would stay there some

time but would be relieved by some Army units, We
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didn't realize that we were going to be there four and
a half months, which my regiment was to the day,

When did things start getting heated up there?

Well, of course, the first engagement was a battle
which was misnamed, They called it the Battle of
Tenaru, I think the first real contact with any force
was when Charlie Brush, Captain Brush, was on a re-
connaissance and he ran into a bunch of Japs up near
where we had unloaded, He had quite a bit of skirmish,
I remember that was on the twentieth of August, So
that forewarned us that there were some troops up there
and so we did everything we could to prepare Pollock's
outfit for defense, I mean we took barbed wire off
fences where we could find it and we strung it across
the sand pit there at the mouth of the Tenaru. Sure
enough the next night the Ichiki‘gattalion hit pretty
hard, Approximatel¥71 think he had a little less than
a thousand men and he attacked in force, I might say,
and then after Pollock finally stopped them, they did
overrun a few of Pollock's positions but it didn't

last long, He drove them out and as soon as we stopped
the attack, I received orders from the Division to have
my first battalion which was in the Division reserve

make a sweeping movement down through the jungles and
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out beyond Block Four to cut them off, Of course, the
thing that worried me at the time, we knew that we
stopped the force there at Pollock's but we had no
idea what was beyond Block Four, whether they had a
battalion or a regiment or what. So I ordered Cress-
well to go down through this jungle area and cross
the river and send one company out to the Block to
the right and also another one around Block Four,
Then he made a sweep and as soon as he got up to the
beach, we had this Jap bunch surrounded, Then I had
four little tanks == so I ordered these four little
tanks across the sand pit to go into action, which they
did, It was a regular cat and dog fight. We, I think,
lost one tank;temporarily -- it had the treads blown
off, But’affer s0 long, I ordered the tanks td with-
draw, One message I got was rather funny, It said,
"Leave us alone, We're too dern busy killing Japs,"
So after Pollock cut them off, it was a regular
movie scene really, You could sit there at Pollock's
which I did, and you could see the First Battalion
down through these coconut trees very clearly and the
Japs firing and we were firing and finally dfter about
an hour of this fight, the Japs finally broke, About

two hundred or two hundred fifty of them ran and jumped
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in the ocean, It was just like shooting fish,
That was one of the first major engagements?
Yes,

At what time or at any time did you become worried

regarding Japanese O?ﬁﬁMYé ,gﬁhat you didn't knowp
You mean in that battle or later on?
Later, subsequently.
Well, that's the funny thing about it, We were not
particularly worried, I guess maybe some of the
higher ups were but for instance now, the Battle of
Savo Island on the eighthof August -- it was a week
before I even knew that we lost four cruisers and we
didntt get the information., In fact, there's one
thing that I'd like to say here, It was very galling
to us to sit on Guadalcanal and listen to the radio
at night, As I've said before I think on a tape, I
2 ooy T [vidic ) o
had a Viéhus portable and I could tune in San Frangisco
at night time, I'd get the programs, We would sit
there and listen to these people make a statement,
well, they hoped we could hold Guadalcanal, One Army
Air Force General even said it yas foolish to try to
hold Guadalcanal. And ﬁgg;£¥32§ just gave the horse-

laugh, We never had any idea that we were not going

to hold it.
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You were optimistic -~ everyone in the Division,
weren't you?
Yes, But of course, they were 8ll sick and tired, I
mean malaria was very prevalent and dysentry. Bul as
I look back on it, there wasn't any feeling at all about
not being able to hold it,

Aovdoy) - Meridin
You were talking aboutxquarterbécking before, Quarter-
backing the conduct oé the Guadalcanal campai?n ::#gnd
this is not to be meant as any criticism o%?th;{uéyym
General Vandegrift handled it -- was:there any alterna-
tive to the way that we could have run it? I mean,
could We have been more aggressive or under the cir-
cumstances because of our lack of strength we were
comnitted to a defense perimeter type of thing with
active patrolling?
No, I don't think there's any., I think the only big
mi stake we made was in the initial landing and landing
the supplies outside of our perimeter, No, as far as
the set-up, perimeter defense with the men and equip-
ment we had available, I don't think it could have been
any better,
Did you have any knowledge of the conflict beween Kelly
Turner and General Vandegrift?

Oh more or less, not much, But they'd always fight and

scrap but they were always friends,
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MR, FRANK: I'm thinking primarily in terms of this command matter,
Who was to command once the landing forces landed,

GENERAL CATES:s  Of course, we knew that there was something there but
thatts a matter of history. Somebody else will have to
give that because I certainly didn't get in on that,

MR, FRANK: What do you think was learned as a result of Guadél-
canal? Or what were some of the lessons learned by
the Marine Corps after that?

GENERAL CATES;: I think probably the biggest one was the supply set-up,

MR, FRANK: How about weapons?

GENERAL CATES; Oh yes, that goes without saying, But when I say
supply I mean having adequate weapons, spare barts.

laid
MR, FRANK: I think primarily now the paratroopers h@e this Reising

gun, A few peOpleMéggi the Johnson 'Iﬂéﬁﬁachine gun
type thing, Was there anything learned along these
lines? Which type of weapon acted primarily better in
comparison with the other weapons in the jungle?

GENERAL CATES: I don't think I am capable of answering that, You
better éet some weapons expert on that,

MR, FRANKSs Your regiment was hit and hit pretty hard, They were
pretty active during the whole course of the campaign.
What percentage of the original complement did you
have at the end?

GENERAL CATES:  Actually we lost very few compared to the other operations,
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I've forgotten what our figures were but they were
very light when compared with others, But our attri-
tion was pretty heavy on account of malaria,

Which you got yourselfﬁ

No, I didn't get it at all, Of course, actually my
outfit only had you might say three good engagements,
One was the Tenaru and then McKelvy's outfit got hit
pretty hard in the pattle of the lhidge to the left
over there and then -- no, McKelvy was down at Matani-
kau, Then at the Pattle of the Kidge we had a pretty
good strong attack, But those were the three where
we were actually heavily engaged,

of course, that ggttle of the @idge was something{%ﬁ
ﬂgsziugoint where the division could have been thrown
back into the S#giggl

Yes, if it had been coordinated, if the Japs had co-

ordinated it right, we would have been,
t

Talking about this Battle of thei@;dgejxgﬁ serious it
could have been had the Japanese been able to mount

a coordinated attack,

I don't believe -- I know good and well they couldn't
have driven us 0off but they could have penetrated and

it would have been an awful mess, But the size of the

Japanese force wasn't enough to lick Edson's outfit and
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mine and the rest of them, But later on that {io ”?YEiQQO

attack that the Japs prepared and executed piecgf%eal
could have been really serious, I'd like to state

here what I just told you about General Vandegrift's
Headquarters which is more or less amusing in a way,
His CP first at the end of the airfield and we were
getting bombed every day at noon by usually 26 bombers,
Every time I went up there I would say to him, "Why do
you stay in a dump like this?® It was a dump too, I
said, "You're right here by the airfield where you are
bound to get bombed, Why don't you get a decent CPp"
So he had an engineer prepare this CP down south of the
airfield and the day he moved the Japs attacked that
night and that was the'gattle of the ffidge. And they
practically surrounded the division CP, The next morn-
ing I wandered up there in my jeep and when I got up
there, everybody was running around holding their
pistol out and the weapons at the ready and they yelled
at me to get down, there were Japs all around, Then I
found out that just about two minutes before Japs had
come charging out and ran a sword or a bayonet through
a Sergeant right by General Vandegrift's CP, So General
Vandegrift decided that that spot was a little too hot

s0 he immediately moved back to his old CP and I think

A

{
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he stayed there the rest of the time he was there,

I was told that he didnt*t like the bombing., He was

very disturbed by the bombing, The bombing bothered
him, This I can understand,

Well, it bothers anybody but it's not effective against
ground troops, Speaking of bombing , I'd like to record
a rather amusing story. I think maybe it might be in
the records but it's late in the operation, along in
Ociober I think it was, I drove up to Division Head-
quarters and ran into Colonel del Valle so I said,
"Let's go in and see the old man.” So we went in and
sitting there was the island governor, the British
island governor all dressed up in white shorts, white
socks and shirt and very immaculate, General Vandegrift
introduced him to us, And about that time Colonel
Twining came in and General Vandegrift said, "Sir Percy,
this i{s Colonel Twining.,” And Sir Percy, who was a

good looking Englishman, put his ionaeleoim: his eye

and took a look at Twining and said, "Twining, Twining,
That's a very good English name, You know, we have a
big tea concern, Twining." He said, "Were your ancestors
ever interested in teay” And Twining, who is ordinarily
not a facetious man at all, replied, "No, sir, not since

the Boston Tea Party.” With that the monocle dropped
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out of Sir Percy's eye and there was a lull of about

thirty seconds, Finally, General Vandegrift looked

out and said, "Gee, we've been lucky today, We haven't

been bombed," Everybody laughed,

The Britisher didnt't have that much of a sense of

humor, /laughter/ That's very funny,

o) 0
The Battle of the ﬁ&dge, of course, is one that

is certain to stand out in g¢e

ot Ty Eogolin [Caned z:féjfﬁ!xsxi‘ Ci,
/
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ess And of course, the battle of the

éﬁ§ge, Bloody Ridge or Edson's Ridge whatever they

call it, was one of the most outstanding.

Yes, I guess you would consider that the most outstand-

ing, The Tenaru, of course, was the first and I doubt

if there were more casualties in the Ridge than there

o
whs in Tenaru.

How about the Battle of Matanikau?

Well, I don't think the casualties were as heavy there

but of course we knocked out I think it was ten tanks =-

ten or eleven tanks,

The reason I ask about the Ridge, you had one of your

o Ve L AR

battalions at—bebtde simfk and Edson's Raiders was

maintainidg the best part of the Ridge itself, I'd

ﬂ{}’iﬂsé@fgﬁ

like to talk about the xaid and talk about Edson for

a minute,

You had known him for quite some time, I
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think,

GENERAL CATES;  Oh yes,

MR, FRANK: From China?

GENERAL CATES:  Yes,

MR, FRANK: How did you feel, what was your attitude about this
Raider concept when they formed the Raidersy Did they
take in any of your people when you were down at New
River?

GENERAL CATES: Not from the First, that I remember. They took them
from the Fifth and the Seventh, But I think the Raid-
ers were formed just about the time that the First was
formed so naturally they wouldn*t take any. There's
no doubt about it., The training that the Raiders re-
ceived was a little more strenuous and it gave them a
little esprit, It was good but as a whole, I think
the idea was good because I think you ought to strive
for perfection whether it is Raiders or anyone else,

MR, FRANK3 Well, did the . . .

GENERAL CATES:  And of course, I might say here one of the saddest
mistakes that we ever made in the Battle of Guadal:wi .
canal was in our paratroopers in the landing on ¢é¥§§g§£’
Here these people had been trained as paratroopers and
they used them as just ordinary infantrymen and they

got slaughtered,
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b

Well, they all were Marines and all received the sume Hio¢ (an
training at one time, Would you attribute it to the
fact that they were hit so heavily or to the fact that
they did not have the heavier infantry weapons?)
No, I don't believe that's true, They just ran up

7 U%},ﬁéf'i’ i
against a stronger force because the Japs on ?@@ﬁmﬁy

And The s oy Eogdalinnad
fought where.on-Ienasuthey didntt at the initial land-
ing, _
i:gfl /4',[_{“,;75? A '//Ar'f{; Vx’?
How many_were_primarily.thexe.when L%versedge's force
&ul"/’r/\ ] ‘.

went up to New Georgia on thaﬁf43rd Infantry Divisionﬁj
which was a bad show, One of the po blems that they
had there was that they had nothing heavier than a
60mm mortar,
Well, that's true,
No heavy weapons at all.
Well, of course, what I know of that is very little
and just hearsay,
This is what I was wonderingjbased on your experience
at Basic &chool and based on your overall infantry

experience, how you equated this Raider concept with

the general Marine Corps infantry,

- Well, in general I would say that it didn't work out

too well because, although they were fine troops ~-- as

1 say, being in the Raiders gave them a lift and esprit
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that the others maybe didn't have. But I still think
you should give the combanies and battalions the same
training that you give more or less to Raiders,
Didn't they also denude many of the regular outfitsy
Yes, thatt's true.

How would you compare the First Raider Battalion with
the Second Raider Battalion?

I haven't the least idea,

Or Edson's Raiders with Carl;’on's Raiders,

I haven't the least idea,

Now when you left the 'canal -- I was just trying to

think if there is anything before we leave the 'canal
that we haven't covered, Air support,

Well, of cougee, it was the greatest thrill in the
world to see our air come into Guadalcanal on the
20th of August and I mean thrill because I saw tears
running down men's faces, jumping up and shouting and
yelling because we had been there for two weeks, you
see, with no air support whatsoever, We were getting
bombed every dayj; heck, they could just fire at us at
will and we couldntt do anything about it, I might
say that the air on Guadalcanal did one of the most
difficult jobs on a shoe string that I've ever seen

or ever will see, They practically used baling wire
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to keep those planes flying.

Speaking of air, I think maybe I've told this be-
fore, Buﬁqu you know two of our famous aviators wete
Foss and ggggihf. I was watching a dog fngﬁ that
Séﬂggat was in -- I didn't know it was gzggzét at the

LS,

time -- with the Judos when he was shot down, I noted
where I thought he had come down., By that time, we had
some maps and it was about maybe a couple of thousand
yards outside of my perimeter, It was late in the
afternoon so I got my chauffeur, Sergeant Strunk, and
went down through the jungle and went out =-- there
weren't any Japs in there at all -- I went out probably
500 yards out beyond our wire until I got to a stream,
I said now if I was Sohmidt I would take this course
coming in and I hadn't been there fifteen minutes until
I saw Sé%;édt flying across this field, He still had
on his yellow Mae West and I yelled at him, #When I
yelled at him he immediately ducked, He thought I was
a Jap or something so I yelled again and blew my whistle
and waved him to come on in, S0 he came on in and he
was pretty badly shaken up, S0 I had a little miniature
bottle of brandy, I gave him that and we got in the
jeep and he started worrying. He had left his baseball

cap in his plane and he wanted that baseball cap, I




~152~

asked him, "Did-you déstroy your plane?" He said, "No,
I didn*'t,* And I said, "Well, did you get all the
documents out of it =-- codes and things3'" He didn't
quite remember, But anyway, I had a patrol out in that
area so I was able to contact them and I had them £ind
his plane and burn it, So that's how éggggdt was
rescued,

MR, FRANK3 Did he get his baseball cap backy

GENERAL CATES:s Yes, Oh I got his baseball cap back., I told the patrols
particularly to get that baseball cap.

MR, FRANK3 Did he ride the plane down?

GENERAL CATES:  Yes,

MR, FRANK: He did ride the plane down,

GENERAL CATES: Yes, he rode it down but he crashed when he landed,

MR, FRANK: Didn*t Martin Clemens first come through your lines?

GENERAL CATES: Yes, I've forgotten the day but we received word by
radio that he was coming in that night., S0 he came in
through Pollock's battalion down by the Tenaru and I
think I may have told you that he and this fellow
Lé:té:gg{hat I had were great frierds, They worked for
Lever Brothers, And they sat up all night long drink-
ing and getting tight as a hoot owl, But I'll tell

you one thing, That fellow Clemens deserves everything

that he ever received, And of course Sergeant Major
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\/’ S 2y
-Bleuka- is a real character and what he did is histoxy,

MR. FRANK: Did Vouza come through with themp

GENERAL CATES: I'm not sure whether Vouza did or not, Of course you
know he'd been strung up to a tree and bayonets run
through him and I don't know whether he came in with
Clemens or not, But within a few days he was there,

MR, FRANK3 When you were on the 'canal, you received no replace-
ments at all, is that right?

GENERAL CATESs  None,

MR, FRANK: You fought with what you had;?

GENERAL CATES:  Yes,

MR, FRANK: What about evacuations? Were you able to evacuate the
wounded?

GENERAL CATES: The plane service was pretty fair, I mean they evacuated
the wounded, I don't know whether they took them to
Noumea ox‘gggiip; But I might say the transports had
a pretty hard time getting in and out of that field
loaded. I might say here that an incident in regard
to Admiral Nimitz, He came in in an old Armjgi—%}

017
know if it was a seventeen or not == but anyway he

don*t

landed and just barely made the landing., This is
typical of the Army but they should be criticized,
They sent him in with a pilot that had never been in

there before and I think he was a second lieutenant
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pilot at that, When Nimitz got on his plane leaving,
it bounced down that runway and we thought it was going
to crash at the end but in the final second it pulled
up and got in the air and I remember General Vandegri ft
saying, "Thank God he's gone,"

I think General Twining ﬁqld me‘that one of the recon
f1ights that he took gﬁ@%e landings,; By had no
maps, no specific maps of the area and they foumdxmuk
finally wound up using the National Geographic map of
the Pacific,

I think that's it, The one I have in my file there,
What was the situation and the condition of your regi-
ment about the time you were evacuatedy

They were the funniest looking bunch of men It've ever

seen in my life, Honest to God, some of them =-- the

final bunch aboard the transport on the 22nd of

December was the most raggedy-assed Marines on parade,
Gosh, some in sneakers, some in shorts, some in Jap
clothes, everything that you can possibly imagine,
What was the morale?

Ch, t0p5,4€Eey were leaving, Well it was good all the
time they were there,

Their health?

Health? ©Oh very poor, I don't know what per cent we
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had of malaria but it was very high and lots of
dysentry, I think that the doctors reported that the
average weight loss was something like thirty pounds
per man or close to it,

Had you lost weight toop

Oh yes,

What perCentageqattrition did your regiment suffer?
Could you say off-hand?

You mean casualties?

Thatts right.,

I think we lost 102 men, I think that's the figure,
That's less tha{] one per cent,

Yes, As I say, the fighfing was very light compared
with other operations,

How would you recap your experience in Guadalcanal?y
Well, I'd recap it first by saying that I think the
lessons we learned there were of the biggest benefit
to us for future operations, 1 think that you might
say that Guadalcanal and Tarawa were the training
grounds for our amphibious operations, Tarawa was
probably more so in a way because the fighting was
s0 heavy there,

How long did you spend in Australiay

Oh a very short time, We left Guadalcanal the 22nd
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of December, We were on some little island on Christmas
Day, I've forgotten the name of the island now, We
first went to Brisbane where they expected to put the
Division,

Do you know the story of thaty

I know some of it, I think General Vandegrift did a
swell job there because they had us located out from
Brisbane in a swamp, I mean a swamp because the day

I went out to make a reconnaissance, my tent had six
inches of water in it, They had already put up tents
and things, A kangaroo had just busted through a part
of the tent and knocked down one corner of it, We

were way out in the wilds and that's where they were
expecting to put a malariq%bunch of men,

Whose fault was thaty

I don't know,

Do you think they did it purposely or . . .

No, it was just poor staff work, And as I understand
it, General Vandegrift protested vigorously, I mean
very strongly. So then they sent us to Melbourne which
couldn't have been a better place. In fact, my regiment
was quartered in the stadium where later they held their
Allied games right in the middle of Melbourne, So we

had wonderful facilities,
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That's the Olympic Games?

Yes,

That was the old soccer or football field.
It was right down town though,

The SOy AN
In Melbourne CrrcleA CyLéHWAé‘pmripk@fi

{
Cricket and where they played rugby,
Well at Melbourne of course you had that complete
hospital that was there too,
Oh yes, We had good club facilities, Some of the other
regiments didn't fare quite so well, They were out
some under tents and things but we were all under
Ccover with good club facilities, recreation facilities.
;;%lﬁgthuch of a disciplinary problem when the Division
got to Australiap
No, Well, getting back to your question, which I never
answered, As I say, I didn't stay long, I was only
there for a little over two weeks, We arrived there
and of course the men hadn't been paid for months,
They hadjWorld of money, So I think the first time
they paid them I allowed the paymaster’to emly. pay
theﬁf%@o weeks pay because I knew what was going to
happen the first time they went on liberty not realiz-

ing what a sixpence or a pound was, As an illustration,

the second day there I heard an old mess sergeant just
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v

raising billyhell because he had tipped the taxicab
man a ten pound note and he didn't realize how much
ten pounds was, But anyway, then we gave them their
money and of course we started training immediately
because you have to do that because you can't let the
men get too wild, I left Melbourne I think it was on
the 13th day of February.

Let's see, you were detached on the 10th of February.
The 10th of February,

It took five days to get back to the Coast,

Yes, We flew back on an old B-24, And I might say
that of all the trips I have taken, it was the worst
because there wasn't a seat on the plane, There were
little transom seats for five people. You couldn't
sit down, And we had something like thirty-five or
forty people on it,

Could you stretch out at all?

Oh yes, you could stretch out on your backs, It was
cold though., I put my bedding roll down back in the
fantail and it was cold as billyhell.

Had you come down with malaria yet?

No, no, I never had malaria, 1 had malaria when I
was a kid and I had it so heavy I guess I must have

been immune to it.
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You didn*t have it when you came back to the Statesy
No, I didnt't have it at all., 1In fact I wouldn't take
the doggone atabrine, I took it for a number of days
and every time I'd take it, it would make me violently
sick, I'd get nauseated, So I quit taking it and my
regimental sergeant used to give me hell,

Coming back to your paymaster, wasn't that Henry Hemingy
Yes,

Your assignment when you got back to the states was as
Assistant Commandant for Marine Corps Schools,

Yes, It was Commandant of Marine Corps S¢hools because
at that time the Commanding General at Quantico was not
the Commandant of the schools,

Did you get your star when you came back?

Yes,

In other words, ybu were a Brigadier General by the
time you arrived back in the States.

Soon after, Then I relieved General Sammy Harrington,
Oh yes, He was an old-timer, was he not?

Ye§.

Ldiean

That they had brought back on active duty there?
I don't think so, I think he had been in all the time,
I mean he was one of those they kept there,

Yes,
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Had he become senile in any way; Had he become
debilitatedy

I'd rather not comment on that, He was pretty soft

and eaéy-going though,

You were at Marine Coxps Schools for a period of a

year or more, Right?

Less than a year,

What did you do for the most part?

Well, I just continued the policies and training
programs set by Headquarters Marine Corps and of course
tried to give them what lessons I had learned,

You had been CO of the Basic School just before joining
the Division, now you go back to the Marine Corps
Schools and of course you had the ROC and the {CS,

Well of course the Basic School was elementary and the
Marine Gorps Schools was -- of course they had lots of
schools, I mean you had the Commanding Staff Schools
senior and junior and then you had your Ordnance

School and you had your . . .

You had Fire Gontrol School there, didn't you?

Oh we had everything, I think it was about eight or
ten different kinds of schools,

You had responsibility for all of them, not only the . . .

Ch yes, But of course that's just being the Head of it,
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You don't get involved in you might say the working
arrangements of it,

Was there anything unusual that occurred there at that
time?

No, nothing except we did have quite a few Hollanders
there, We had . . .

The Royal Dutch Marines,

Yes, we had the Dutch Marines there but we had a lot of
enlisted men from The Netherlands,

As well as Dutch Marines,

Uh yes,

In other words you had both Dutch soldiers and , . .

Oh no, they were all Marines,

They were all Dutch,

Yes,

Where had they come fromp

I really don't know, I kind of think they had come
from the Indies.

They had been saved and brought bacgz

Yes, There wasn't anything particular that happened
during that period there, General Phil Torrey was
Commander of the base, |

No problems with him,

Our relations were very smooth, In fact, we were very
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good friends, He was noted as a pretty tough hombre,
I might state just these little things., Outside once
I had a second lieutenant that practically tore a wash
room apart one night, He got tight in uniform and
raised billyhell, and fought a policeman., I recommanded
him for general court-martial which of course General
Torrey had to approve, The 0ld man had this second
lieutenant over and gave him billyhell and says, "All
right, that's all." So I was madg¢ as hell and I went
over to his office., I said, "General, you are noted
as being a hard-boiled person and here the man has
disgraced the Marine Corps and you let him off with
just a simple reprimand," And I said, "You're getting
soft in your old days." And he said, "Yes, Cliff, I
guess I am," But he said, "You know I used to do those
things myself,"

Well, you know, I think you got 4% talked to later on
too because I recall when you were Commandant of the
Marine Corps Schools, after your tenure as Commandant
of the Marine Corps there was a Marine officer -- this
may be one of those stories that are apocryphal, that
may never have happened, You got in some trouble in
Washington and you had to write a 50,000 word essay on

how a young lieutenant acts on liberty in Washington,
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he said,

I've forgotten that,

This was in '52,

I've heard a lot of these stories that I've never heard,
They might be true, I won't deny them,

What time did you have an idea that you were going to
get your second star in the Division7

It was along in June when General Holcomb told me that

he was going to send me to take the Fourth Division, I

think the latter part of June,

It was June 23rd exactly when you were appointed,

But had you any inkling before that?

No.

It was a big surprise?

It was a surprise,

Now, the Fourth Division had been formed already.

Oh yes, it had been formed and had been in Roi Namur,

~fa? “fhe foiandl & b A1 LA

Kwajalein, and then it had gone back dewn—en-dmaley 7
and then had gone into the Battle of Saipan,

And you relieved whomp
General Harry Schmidt, I flew out and arrived in
Saipan on the fourth of July and I think I relieved
him about eight days later, I think it was the twelfth

of July after the operation was over.
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What condition was the Division in at this time?p

The Division was in pretty fair shape, Of course, it
had suffered terrific casualties, there's no question
about that, They had been in a hard fight there for
weeks, But the morale was, I think, way above average,
Did you take any people out with youp

Nope,

Did you ask for anyone specifically?

Only one man, my chauffeur, who arrived a few weeks
later, Chauffeur and orderly.

Who was that?

A fellow named Sergeant Strunk,

Oh Strunk, yes, You kept him around for quite a

while,

Oh I did, he was my right hand power, Getting back to
Guadalcanal and Strunk =- the afternoon of the battle
of the Ridge, somehow I had gotten some Scotch whiskey,
Somebody had brought it in, I've forgotten who, So‘I
took a bottle up to Edson and I finally found him way
down in this ravine up there and gave him this bottle
of Scotch, And that night the‘%gttle of the Ridge
started and Edson started yelling for more machine gun
belts, So there was no one in my outfit who knew where

Edson was except Sergeant Strunk, So all hell was
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popping, So we loaded these machine gun belts on a
truck and Sergeant Strunk was the guide. So he got up
on the Ridge and Strunk said it got so hot from machine
gun fire that the truck driver took off, So Strunk
took the truck and went on up and delivered the machine
gun belts to Edson. He knew where he was, I think
Strunk got a silver star for that,

And I might say that Edson the next day left his
CP. I think he fell back a little bit but anyway when
I went up there he was bemoaning the fact that he had
lost his bottle of Scotch and he hadn't even had a

drink, |

‘(,/LL é‘/
Oh gosh, And that Scotch @#s a premium too, How long

did you have to reconstitute your Division before
preparing for your next operation?

Tinian7 Well, that was the 12th. What was the exact
date for the beginning of Tiniang

20 June, GCorrect that, 25 July was the D-Day for
Tinian,

That's right, So actually we had over a month, you
see, to prepare for it,

Then the Division went back to Maui in August, Now
what did you do when you got back to Mauiy

Well, of course we(immediately -- first thing was
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recreation, And then we started heavy training again,
Recreation for you meant getting a Division football
and baseball team,

Oh yes, we stressed athletics quite a bit, But we were,
as I said before, the most fortumate division in the
world to have good training area and good recreational
facilities, You see, as I've said before, after Roi
Namur the Division went to ¥3g§kn where they had to
prepare a temporary camp from scratch,

They built their own camp?

Yes, So they were there approximately two or three
months before Saipan, Then Tinian, then we went back
to Maui and we were there for a few months before go-
ing into Iwo Jima, And then after Iwo Jima we went
back to Maui and stayed something like nine or ten
months, So I doubt if there has ever been a Division
that had as good a training area and as good recrea-
tion facilities as we had on Maui, And the people
couldn't have been more hospitable, In fact, they
claimed us as their own, Theycalled us "Mauits own,"
Twining designed the First Division patth. Who de-
signed the Fourth Division patch, do you knowz

I understand -- this is just hearsay =-- but I under-

stand that they had all kind of patches submitted
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I mean designed for them and that Harry Schmidt
finally got mad and said to hell with it, we'll have
a plain 4, That's just hearsay,

And as @ result, the Fourth Division has the plainest
patch of the six Marine divisions, Did you wear both
your Fourth and your Firsty

Oh no, just the Fourth,

What is your attitude about the wearing of patches in
the Marine Coxrps?

Oh, I think it's a good thing, It's a morale builder,
You can see somebody and say you're from the Fourth, I
had a brother there,

Of course, General Vandegrift had’quite a time after
the war to get rid of them and get back to one patch
for the Marine Corps,

Oh yes, 1 don't believe in patches in peace time, No
I dontt,

When were you alerted to Iwo Jima? Do you recall off-
hand?

Off-hand, I don't but we had plenty of time, Are you
goiﬁg}gkip Tiniam?

No, let's talk about Tinian, I don't know why I by-
passed it, Let's talk about the operation,

Well, as you said, we landed there and started the
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operation on the 25th of July., Tinian, I think, had
gone dow in history as more or less the model amphib-
ious operation, Although it was small compared with
others, Tinian had a lot of firsts, To begin with,
it is probably the only island or battle, you might
say, where the captains and battalionéxcommanders,
regimental and even division commander made an aerial
reconnaissance of the island,

All of them,

All of them -- everyone of them, We not only flew
once, twice, flew around it and down through the
middle and everything else and it gave us a pretty
good idea =-- of course, you can tell from a map but
having a first hand view, As far as I know, we didn't
have a shot fired at us all the time, In fact, when
we first flew over at something like 2,000 feet |
finally I had this pilot of mine bring me down and

we weren't a hundred feet above beach, And I couldn't
see a living thing on the island, I circled it twice 4
and cut down through it twice, through the middle,
Really I knew it couldntt be but ?73e2?823 the Japs
had gotten off there some how, But anyway, that is
one of the firsts,

I think it is the first place we had tactical
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spies, I can't think of any other and I don't believe
there was any other because the Japs thought sure we
were going to land at Tinian City and we landed on the
northern beaches there that measure the two of them
together just a little over two hundred feet =-- two
hundred yards -- I think it was 235 yards,

Also it was the first time that the operation was

supported by land-based artillery from Saipan,

Yes,
And that was one of the arguments that stressed when
we were considering whether we were going to attack.
The Navy wanted to land at Tinian City with good
beaches and everything and it turned out where the
Japs had all their defenses, every bit of it. But I
said it was so foolish to forego your land-based
artillery from Saipan, So that was the first, I think,
in that, And I think -- I'm pretty positive -- it's
the first time mapalm was ever used in an operation,
That's true,

There were one or two other firsts, Oh, I think it
was one of the first times that we had Japs appealing
to their men to surrender,

Any results?

Oh yes, We had a mill owner and his wife, he was a
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very high class man, and he became very interested in
doing it, So the final day =-- the Japs had retreated
gradually down below the cliffs of the southern part of
the island, So the morning we were going to have the
final mop-up, I went up and I might say that it was a
hell of a hazardous trip too because the roads were a
solid layer of mines that had been taken up and were
y§ying on the side., So we went up and this mill owner
appealed to them in my name to surrender, He talked and
pleaded with them and his wife and talked, And a lot of
them -- I say lot, quite a few of them came in., Others
would start in and then they would blow themselves up
with mines, Others jumped over the cliff, They threw
their babies over the cliff,

Yes, that was something.

So after delaying the attack =~ I had the attack sched-
uled for nine o'clock, I think it was -- and after
delaying it for an hour and a half and appealing and
appealinggfinally I gave the word to go ahead and I
just turned and left and they opened up with every-
thing they had and swept down in the operation,

The Marine casualties were pretty small on Tinian, were
they not?

Yes, comparatively, Well, the Japs had taken an awful
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beating there for a long time, They had been pounded
day after day with air, you know, I think they had
something like 10,000 troops there and getting back to
the tactical surprise, the Japs had all their reserves
down at that end of the island, When we.made this
landing on the northern beaches and obtained a litile
beachhead =- and I might say this -- one time that I
was bragging a little bit and was dead right, 1
stopped the advance, in fact had planned to stop it,
Stoﬁped it at four otclock and set up wire and prepared
a perimeter of defense and told them to stand by as the
counterattack was bound to come, And sure enough it
came, These reserves had been marched from Tinian
City down that area with their tanks and along about
midnight the tanks were heard and all hell broke loose
and they slaughtered about twelve or fifteen hundred of
them, That was practically the end of the operation,
Another first I think in Tinian was the fact that it
was one of the first island-to-island operations, In
other words you loaded on landing craft on Saipan,

Yes, we went over on the LSTs, In fact, it was very
interesting in lots of ways, For instance, my CP was
on an LST and I went right in close to the shore and

was able to have communication with all my battalion
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comnanders by radio,

MR, FRANK: Radios had improved somewhat between Guadalcanal and
Tinian,

GENERAL CATESs  Well, we used the radios in the jeeps. And of course
after we made our landing, then the Second Division
came in on our left and we took the right side of the
island, And as I say, the fighting wasn't much until
we got down to the end of the island and then the
Second Division ran up against a little trouble there,
We marched across the air field they were preparing and
took Tinian City and I might say that the Navy pulled
the best fight that was ever pulled, We boated as I
remember our regiment, a whole regiment out of the
Second Division and they had them deployed off Tinian
City. The battleship, it was the old Colorado that
got hit so hard, bombarded the tar out of Tinian City
and this regiment advanced to the beach, near the
beach until they got under fire and the Japs thought
sure the attack was coming down there. In fact, they
shifted their reserves down there, S0 then this regi-
ment withdrew and we made our landing up the north,
And I might say, speaking of the battleship, the old
Colorado evidently got in very close to shore, I

think about a thousand yards out =- and it happened
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to get in the arc of fire of a six-inch Jap gun that
was imbedded back in a tunnel, And they say the thing
only had an arc of fire something‘like thirty degrees,
but the Colorado got in their gﬁﬁéﬁ and I think ihey
killed something like two hundred men on the Colorado.

MR, FRANK: Yes, the Colorado got hit very bad at the Tinian land-
ing., All in all Tinian was a success, It wasonly ., . .

GENERAL CATES: Oh yes and one thing, I spurred the men on, I said,
“Now, look here, men, the jalnd o At g waiting for
us, See those ships out there? The quicker you get
this over with, the quicker we'll be back there."

They almost ran over that island,

MR, FRANK: Had the Divisions been hit pretty bad on Saipan?

GENERAL CATES: Oh yes, they took heavy casualties there. They had
hard fighting,

MR, FRANK: Did anything develop particularly in this campaign?
Combat developments?

GENERAL CATES:s  Well, as I said, the only thing new there was napalm,
I received word one day that they were going to drop
it up just east of Tinian City and so I went up with
a sergeant of mine and was up there in the line and
they flew over and I must admit I was kind of nervous
myself because I thought those planes came down and

they weren't over six feet in the air right over us
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and released it just after they passed over us, In
fact, the first bomb that went out looked like it was
right over my head and then it went out three or four
hundred yards before it exploded and bured,

MR, FRANK3 Pretty awesome,

GENERAL CATES: It was, And of course, at that time we were trying to
burn the cane fields and things.

MR, FRANK3 Did it do the job? ’

GENERAL CATES: ©Oh yes, it burned the cane fields all right, But of
course they didn't drop too many there, It was mostly
experimental,

MR, FRANK: Yes,
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MR, FRANK3 When we ended our last interview session, General, we
were talking about Saipan and Tinian, Now, the Tinian
Opération was unusual for many reasons, was it not?

GENERAL CATES: Yes, I think it will go down in history as being
probably the model amphibious operation because every-
thing seemed to work perfectly and of course there
were a lot of firsts in it, Actually, it was a shore
to shore operation but still all amphibious operations
are in a way shore to shore, some time or the other,
Because the Divisions had to be boated just exactly
lﬁk@ they were going a thousand or more miles, And

=
as I said, there were a lot of firsts in it and there
are probably a lot I don't even remember,

But first of all, before we attacked the island,
we had all the company commanders, battalion commanders,
regimental commanders, the division staff and even the
division commanders make a full reconnaissance of the
island by air. And when I say close, I mean close be-
cause we came right down on top of them, It was rather
a surprise to me in flying over that I couldn't see a
living person on it, And I couldn't believe that it
had been evaa ated, in fact I knew they hadn't but
evidently they just holed up when the planes were over-

head and as far as 1 know.we drew no fire, We flew




MR, FRANKg

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

-176~

around the island a couple of times and slipped right
down through the middle of it, down as low as sometimes

a thousand feet, Of course, that aerial reconnaissance,
although we had good maps and things, gave the commanders
an excellent idea of the terrain and what they were up
against,

Then of course another first was thet we were sup-
ported by our Corps artillery from Saipan, And most
important of all, I think that the one thing that we
had was tactical surprise, In fact I think it was
about the only time during the war where we did really
have tactical surprise,

That was unusual because of the fact that enemy on
Tinian must have known that they were going to be in-
vaded,

Oh yes, they knew it but they were firmly convinced
that the attack was coming down Tinian City and of

LS
course the feints that were pulled down there w: =

masterpiece; because the Japanese thought that they
had really repelled the invasion when that regiment,
I think it was a regiment, reinforced, went in close
to shore and withdrew,

Of course, that was very much like the feint landing

on Okinawa, the southeastern coast of Okinawa, when
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the Second Division went in,
Yes, but I'm not acquainted with that though, One of
the things that you might say broke the back of the

Japanese on Tinian we G-2d the situation correctly and

7
after making the landing we had ordered the troops to
dig in, stopped the advance, I think it was four PemMay
f(nd to dig in and reinforce the front line with every-
thing they possibly could and to stand by for the
counterattack, And the counterattack came just as
planned and although they penetrated between two of

our regiments a little, we knocked their tanks out and
broke the back of the resistance at Tinian that first
night,

And it was just a matter of mopping up afterwards,

Yes, of course there was a lot of fighting but it was
~= the fighting was different from most any that we

had experienced because it was good terrain =-- good
rolling terrain, most of it in cultivation, There were
very few hills, you might say, There were some but it
was a8 good clean operation and I think the men really
enjoyed it,

Well then the terrain didn't favor the defenders to any

great extent?
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No, not to any great extent although they were well
dug in, there's no question about that, Of course
there were a lot of bluffs particularly at the south
end of the island, And of course, another first was
the use of napalm,

Yes, that was used by the Air Force planes, I believe,
Yes,

Was the napalm effectivey

We couldn't tell, Of course one thing it did was to
burn off the cane fields, It seemed very effective
for me because the first morning they put it down I
went up to the front line and those planes came in
over our heads it seemed like to me about a hundred
feet in the air, Of course, they were higher and

let go their napalm bombs right over our heads and
which hit out maybe two or three hundred yards in
front of us, It was a very devastating thing and
particularly to the morale of the Japanese,

Of course, the early days in the use of napalm, there
were some problems with fusing and getting the napalm
tanks to explode and to burn, There were some prob-
lems, I believe, in getting the correct mixture of
gasoline for the napalm,

Yes, I understand that. And I might say that I didn't
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feel too comfortable sitting up there seeing those
things right overhead, I figured that some of them
might drop short,

Now during the Saipan operation and the Tinian opera-
tioz)what about Marine aviation in close support?

It wasntt until much lateryI would say 'til Dkinawa}
that Marine close air support came into its own,

I think that's true, Of course, they helped consid-
erably but they didn't have the pinpoint bombing like
they developed later,

Well, did you get as much close support that you
wanted and did it come from Navy or the Marine planesy
Well, both actually, As far as I know == I'm not firm
on that,

Now you were in of course on the first operations that
the Marines ever made, as a matter of fact the first
extensive operation in the Pacific was Guadalcanal,
How would you compare the conduct of the Marines opera-
tions and the Marines themselves for the two campaigns?
Well there's no question about that, Of course the
operation at Tinian was far superior as far as the
actual team work was concerned because when we went

on Guadalcanal as I told you, we were just partly

trained, We didn't have much team work and of course
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the operation was entirely different, Guadalcanal,
except for the initial landing and you might say
walking in, it was all defensive. And in Saipan and
Tinian it was just the opposite,

How about the Japanese? How did they differ on the
two islands?

On Guadalcanal there were very few Japanese soldiers
to begin with, Then of course they kept reinforcing,
making piecemeal attacks and in fact you might say,
they were awfully dumb on Guadalcanal. In Tinian they
knew that they were licked but they followed just a
defensive operation and did the best they could, And
they gained in experience as we did,

Of course, the Japanese tactics as the war went on
changed considerably and I think by the time of the
Central Pacific campaigns, the Japanese had a defense
plan wherein they would defend at the beaches and rein-
force the beaches to try to throw the landing force,
assault force refusing the beachhead.

Yes, that's true to a certain extent, But now you
take Iwo Jima, of course, they defended the beaches
because the island was so small they had to, But they
in general fought a defensive action and they just made

their minds up that they were going to sell themselves
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as dearly as possible,
Of course, I think documents show that Japanese defensive
tactics had changed by Iwo Jima anqé;; penetrated the
inner defense ring around the empigé. As a matter of
fact, the same thing ocaurred on Okinawa later,
Now how about intelligence mattersy Wetll go

e Siaiune . ,
down 2 staff seseton, How was Marine intelligence?
Were you getting the documentsy Were you getting the
prisoners they wanted on Saipan and Tinian?
We were not getting the prisoners we wanted but we got
some, Of course, we actually didn't start getting a
bunch of them until Iwo Jima, We got, I think in gen=-
eral, very little information,
None surrendered?
Oh a few, Not many, Not many, no,
You of course had the Fourth Division for the Saipan
and Tinian operations,
For Tinian, I took charge after the Saipan operation
was over,
You relieved General Schmidt?
Yes,
Casualties were high, low, negligible?

On Saipan, of course, casualties were heavy, There

wasn't any question about that. But on Tinian they
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were comparatively very light, After that first
counterattack, I mean we had very little opposition,

/"311"/17 ﬂ I‘ v’"‘/? ljj *:/,”"
I've just recently done some research on combat corres-

5

pondeﬁg; and I saw a letter from a civifian correspond-
ent back to I think??zitor and publisher of some

trade newspaper, He was giving the editors in the
United States the devil for not giving ample coverage
to Saipan and not blaying it up as much as it should
have been, He said thé fighting was the hardest perhaps
to that -- and longer -- than any in the Pacific to that
date as far as the Marines were concerned,

Yes, I think that's true, Well, you look back at
Peleliu, I mean there was very little coverage on
Peleliu, 1 don't know what General MacArthur was doing
at that time, I've forgotten, But I think he was
getting most of the publicity,

Well, of course, this was June '44 with D-day in

E%?pe.

Yes, thatts true,

And also, the Republican convention was going on at

that time and I think that perusal of American news-
papers at that time will show that this was taking the
front pages.

I knew there was something that took away from it and
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as you say it was the invasion of Europe,

MR, FRANK: When Tinian was secured, the Fourth Division of course
went back to Maui,

GENERAL CATES: Yes, thatts one of the incentives that the men had, I
kept telling thes I'd get this doggone island cleaned
up and we'd head back to Maui, come on lef's go, And
they were all for that.

(A ﬂ%ﬁc

MR, FRANK: Maui was a good training and s %

GENERAL CATES: It couldn't have been better. The Fourth Division was
by far the luckiest division in the war, I think., Be-
cause they went into Roi Namur and then they went to
Maui to regroup and to retrain and of course there was
no cemp there at that time, - But there was excellent
terrain., I mean, a very large artillery range and all
kinds of you might say mountains, cliffs, and bluffs,

And they trained for a couple months I think it was and
then went into Saipan, Then we had Tinian and we went
back to Maui. And by that time we were getiing kind of
-- not a semi-permanent camp =-- but getting things in
good shape and by the time that we went into Iwo Jima,

we had a most excellent camp with good facilities, good
training area, good recreation areas, and of course

Maui was a very wonderful spot for you might say tourists

and gals and everything else, &o the men thoroughly
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enjoyed it,

. There was civilization on that islandy

Oh yes, In fact, right now it is one of the resorts
in the Hawaiian Islands and was then,

Well, you of course were more fortunate than the old
First Division, We didn't . . .
Oh the First Division suffered, MYy gosh, every place
they went they had to dig in the j%ﬂgle you might say
to make a camp and they had no recreational facilities,
I mean no liberty area, I think on Maui we even sent
men to Honolulu on liberty,

The morale was pretty high then you would say,

Oh, very high,

You returned to Maui when from Tinian?

I've forgotten the exact date, It was in August there,
Let's see, maybe I have it here,

I used to be able to remember all those dates accurately.
I think it was about the middle of August or a little
after the middle of August,

Yes, thatts right, You arrived on the 24th at Maui,
How soon after -=- I would assume that your replacements
came in and you regrouped, How soon after did you
begin your training cycle againg

Oh practically immediately,
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Had you received your warning order already for Iwo?
No, not at that time, But we soon had it and we
started preparing for it. And as I said, the terrain
on Maui is just ideally suited for training and par-
ticularly for Iwo Jima because there were all kind of
mountains and bluffs and caves, We had jungle train-
ing and we even put up, as I remember;f200%target
range, 200 targets, The machine gun rénge was perfect,
I might say for the record that we did something on
Maul there that was a great booster for morale for

the Division, When we returned from Tinian, Pat
Hanley, football coach, got me to let him enter a

team in the Pacific -- well you might say the Pacific
Championship, Although we had been playing regimental,
inter-regimental football, when he asked me to let

him enter this team over in Honolulu, I said to him,
“Pat, we can't hold a candle to the Air Corps and the
Navy and the Army, They've got All-Anericans on their
team, We have a bunch of college boys but very few of
those," But he talked me into it, S0 he went over to
the meeting and they practically laughed at him, They
said, "You can't stand up against these other teams,”
So they finally agreed to let us play in the league

but the games were not to count in the championship,
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We started the season and the first game was a score-
less tie, The next game we won 13-6, The next one
twenty=-something to nothing; the next one thirty-
something to nothing; and the next one forty-something
to nothing; and the next one fifty-something to noth-
ing; and they still wouldn't give us the cup to be the
champions of the Pacific,

Well, I'll be darned,

We hade one touchdown scored against us all during the
season,

That was great, What was he, your special services
officer?

He was in it, 1've forgotten his exact =-- he wasn't
in charge of it, he was coach I think at one of the
Indiana Universities., 1 don't know whether it was
the University of Indiana or not,

Well, this of course was a morale booster, Where were
the games played? In Honoluluy

We played, I think, two of them in Maui and the other
five, I think it was, over in Honolulu, But we were
playing against professionals, ®{ne Air Force team had
five professionals on it,

Of course, é%ﬁgiﬁgéilhe early days of pro football in
a way,

Yes,
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Do you recall about what time you got your warning
order for Iwop

No I don't, I'm really sorry, I've forgotten when we
did get it, But the records would tell you,

Yes, sir, What was your impression when you received
your copy of the operation order =-- operation plan?
Well, of course, I must say that I misjudged it in a
way because after studying the thing, knowing what they
had there, I figured we could Lake the island in a
couple of weeks or three at the most, And I must ad-
mit that General Smith felt just the opposite and he
knew it was going to be a tough?gperation than 1
thought it was going to be, Of course, by that time,
our men were beautifully trained and when we boated
out of Maui, we first went to Pearl Harbor and then we
boated and made a practice landing back on Maui -- on
the west coast of Maui, In other words, tried to make
everything just as near like Iwo Jima as we possibly
could,

What was the basis for General Smith's belief that it
was going to be more difficult an operation?

I really don't know,

He didn't rationalize his , . .

Well, he may have, I've forgotten, But I tell you one
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thing. He G-2d the situation on a heck of a lot of
operations, You take that Alaska operation, He kept
telling the Army that there was nobody there -- what
was it? Attuz

Attu and Kiska,

But the island that they attacked, and there wasn't any
Japs, that was , , .

Attu,

Attu, was ity

That was Buckner's outfit,

Because up there, he even said, "Hell, there's nobody
on that island, Can't you see those picturesy Those
trucks havent't moved in ten days." He said, "I'll
take a boat and go in there with a corporal." They
wouldn't let him do it,

What special preparations did you make for the Iwo
operation?

Actually none in particular, There was one that we
made that Admiral Harry_%eégggt still laughs about, It
seems that I think we put a lot of concrete on our
tanks to reinforce the armament on it, When it came
time to load them on the LSTs, Harry Hill says, "Hell,
if you loaded those tanks on there and we got in

heavy seas, the LSI's would have gone right to the
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bottom,"

You reinforced your tanks with concretey

Yes,

Wasn't there some reinforcement done on heavy planking;
Yes, we did that but that wasn't too heavy. In fact,
when we took the concrete off, we put the planks on,

Of coursegighat planking gets a direct hit, it would be
much like the old days of wooden ships and sails where
the men around there would be killed by splinters,
Well, youtd get that even if it hit the armament,

Yes, Of course, now tank-infantry tactics became very
important at this time, did it not?

Yes, it did. We needed to learn how to operate with
the tanks and how, you might say, take cover with the
tanks and "gﬁﬂ&uﬂ hein,

Of course, the Marines had to provide cover for the
tanks as well and protect them,

Yes, Because the Japs were quite at good at 1gying low
and then running and planting a mine on tanks,

Yes, The volcanic ash of Iwo, Was it known to the G-2
people?

No, I don't think it was because, as I told you the

other day, the underwater demolition people or frogmen

only made & reconnaissance you might say to the water's
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edge, They didn't get up where the sand was dry.
They didn't realize that you'd bog down in it so.

I imagine if someone had brought back a bunch of that
ash it would have changed things drastically,

Well, I don't know what you could have done about it
really., We had matting, But it came as a complete
surprise, theret's no doubt about that,

Would you tell for the record that situation wherein
the picture of the profile of the island appeared in
the Honolulu newspapers and shook everybody up?

I've forgotten what . ., .

You remember how someone got a picture of a map of the
HMarine's next objective or the picture of the terrain
model that appeared in the newspaper?

Oh yes, but I don't think I know anything about that,
I remember it now,

L

Well, it's hard to camouflage an operation like that,
Of course, by the time we had gotten to Saipan where
we stayed quite a few days., I mean, the commander on
Iwo knew that we were coming., There wasn't any question
about that, We might as well have written him a letter,
You were probably as well prepared for Iwo as possiblev

Yes, I think so, with the possible exception as you said
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the other day about the naval gunfire, And as I said,
naval gunfire in my opinion against personnel is%ggﬁﬁ%y
overrated, It does practically very little damage ex-
cept it's demoralizing. But of course against targets
above ground and guns and tanks or whatever you have, it
is effective more or less, And cutting down our naval
gunfire there by two or three days whatever it was, it
cost s a lot, Although the Japs had their guns pretty
well dug in, some of them back in caves and things,
there were quite a few that could have been reached
with more naval gunfire,

MR, FRANKg At what point did you realize that the taking of Iwo
was not going to be as easy as you first believep

GENERAL CATESs  Well after the, you might say, first day.

MR, FRANK3 When did you go ashore yoursel{?

GENERAL CATES: I didn't go ashore until D plus 4, I intended to go
on D plus 1 and then that blow came up and there weren't
any boats going in at all, I could have gone personally
but I couldn*t have gotten my staff in, you might saxikrfA
the communications set-up,

MR, FRANK This blow-up, this having winds and waves -- did that
create quite a problem for the troops already ashorey

GENERAL CATES: Oh yes, in a way because the beach was just a mass of

boats broken and sunk, In fact, for I think two days




MR. FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

=1 gop

they didn't allow any boats to land at all, I mean
they couldn't clear the beach, And of course, it came
as a complete surprise to the Navy as they thought the
prevailing wind would be from the south, southwest,
That's why they wanted to make a landing on the east
coast, As it turned out, as I told you the other day,
the landing on the west would have been much easier
and better terrain and we wouldn't have been flanked
on each side, The Navy, of course, turned it down for
a perfectly good reason because there is a lot of foul
ground on the west coast and their ships couldn't have
operated close in,
It would be quite a problem to transfer from landing
craft to amtracs and so on,
Yes, but it would have worked much better, And I sug-
gested it at one meeting, I think it was in Pearl well
before the operation and I was more or less laughed
down, you might say, They said it couldn't be done
and besides the prevailing wind was from the west, it
would be more difficult, But I didn't like the idea
ah T
of landing in a bi%%, you might say, where you were
flanked on both sides,
Well, of course this was the problem with Surabachi

on one flank and the high ground on the right,
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Yes,

How well did the Japanese have this alternate area
that you recommended defendedy

They had it defended but it wasn't defended =-- I would
say it wasn't defended half as much as the east coast
because the terrain over there was not as suited to de-
fense like that right flank of ours up there on that
bluff and all the way up Hill 382,

Of course, when you landed it was two Divisions abreast,
the Fifth Division on the left and the Fourth ox the
right,

And it didn't end that way because the Third Division
had most of their division in the center,

Well, the Third came in later although they were ., . .,
One regiment came in and was attached to me for abéut
three or four days.,

2lst Marines, wasntt it}

Yes,

And part of the Ninth and the Third Marines never
landed?

Never,

Except I think parts of them did, ‘What were some of
your thoughts as the operation unfolded? What were

some of your problemsy
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Well of course, our problem was taking the old 382 and
the%ﬁeat Q&indeflas they called it, Then we had to
execute a complete change of direction, We went in
advancing almost west and we turned north and then had
to turn back and come down east, Of course, the ter-
rain was the factor of this, it affected us mostly,

We got down to our last little group of Japanese -~ I
estimate that there wﬁ%ﬁ;robably three or four hundred
of them -- and we had them surrounded completely. In
fact, we were so close to them that we couldn't use
our artillery and mortars were not effective, Finally
we had to withdraw three or four hundred yards so that
we could lay artillery on them and QQQQQZQ?S outfit
finally wiped them out,

You were telling us the other day about General Smith
observing the operation from the ship an%iseeing your

e

troops therﬁ/wemé rather unhappy,

Yes, he was on a -~ I think he was on an LST as I re-
member it at that time and he was very close in shore,
They were drawing no fire and he was probably a thousand
yards out, He could see our men standing up on these
rocky ridges on the coast there and they were not moving

and then he came ashore and gave me billyhell for not

advancing on that right flank., I explained to him that
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we just couldn't do it, that there were crevices there
twenty to thirty feet deep and that we'd have to go
from one to the other, I tried my best to get him 4o go
with me and let me show him but he had business some
other place,
The operation on Iwo took approximately how long?
More than double your estimate?
Oh yes, definitely., 1I'd say altogether =-- of course
we were the first out, After we cleaned up our sector
we bolted and returned to Maui, The Fifth and the Third
Division remained there for I guess two or three weeks
after we left, I think it took approximately six weeks
after we were ashore, of course,
Which division sustained the heaviest casualties?
O@ we did,
Fourth Division?
Yes, That right flank was a bitch if there ever was
one, 3

N
Of course, once Surabachi was secured, the “Bllexrs coming
down from there were neutralized,
Yes, And they didn*t put too much on Surabachi, It
was fortified but nothing like that rig up there on
Hill 382, and that area,

Do you think they should have fortified Surabachi to a
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greater extenty

No I don't think so because they knew it was apt to be
more or less isolated or taken, Their main defensive
line was in the northern sector out there where the
terrain was much better for defense,

A lot of vegetatiom

Yes, quite a bit to start with,

Scrub vegetation:

( { B (/ e //,gﬁmm.s
‘”\1tﬂdfd -conceal-them,

Thewe  bowd

gkgﬁhb
It wag a-1ot

Well of course, rocks and crevices,
How badly was your division hit, do you remember off
hand?

Oh, the records would show, I've forgotten it now,

You went back, of course, in March, near the end of
March to Maui, Did you immediately replenish your
personnel?y

Oh yes, Then, of course, we stayed there a considerable
time, about five months, I might say for the records
that except for the period just before the Japanese
surrendered which was described to me, one day I re-
ceived a despatch from General Geiger to proceed to
Pearl with any members of my staff WhOMI desired to

bring on a certain date. So when we were leaving, we
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were wondering what was coming off because we thought
we were preparing for the invasion of Japan at that
time, And the morning that we were leaving, I was
sitting at the breakfast table and Colonel Pollock
came in and said "I wonder what this is all about,"
I said, "I have a hunch he is going to have us take
Wake Island,"” The staff looked at me and thought I
was crazy and went on over and walked in and General
Geiger greeted us and he said, "Cates, I have a
directive here from the Navy to have your Division
plan to take Wake Island,” And everybody looked at
me and my staff thought my gosh, you are crazy or
something, But anyway, he out of a clear sky said,
"What do you think you can take it withy" And I said,
"Well, General I don't know until I get more dope and
data,® I said, "Of course, I know that they have a
lot of troops there but they are in pretty bad shape
physically and morally and mentally and every other
(oD byietingy
way,"” So after the €2ing, he said, '"Well, what do
you think?" And I said, "Well, General, I don't
know, I never like to send a boy to do a man's work
and I really think Ilnbould take with a reinforced
regiment," "But," I said, "I would like to boat my

whole division and have them available if it develops
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into a big operation, Besides, it would be good
training anyway to boat the whole division,* So he
said, "ALl right, go ahead and prepare your plans.
to take Wake Island." And it was only about a week
after that that the Japanese surrendered,
The Fourth Division .as part of VAC was alerted for
this operation against Japan on the Tokyo Plain, was
it not?y
I really don't know,
You never got a warning order for the invasion of
Japam;
No, not as far as I know,
What did you do all the rest of the time at Maui? Your
regular training cycle?
Ch yes, we had very heavy training cycle. And as I said
before, the morale was very high but there's no reason
why it shouldn't have been because the people on Maui
just took these people into their homes and did every-
thing in the world you could think of, We built clubs,
officers' club, NCOs and staff, and we had more or less
a permanent theatre and believe it or not, we actually
got thirty-one Red Cross girls assigned to us,

faf i vl
Tell me, after Iwo Jima did yo%?gléirective, an official

one or otherwise, requiring you to submit more recom-
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mendations for awards and so on%

Not that I can remember, But there was one thing that
I criticized very severely and maybe I shouldn't, but
we had a colonel in charge of the awards -- I say we
did, FMF -- and he had an idea of more or less balance
of decorations between units, which I fought very
strenuously, I said why should the Fourth Division
get more than the Fifth or vice versa, I mean why it
should be equal. But he had an idea that he ought to
equalize things.

In other words, if Fifth Division got six Medals of
Honor, the Fourth should get six,

The Fourth should get six and so on.

Isn't it a fact that whether or not a recommendation
for award was approved depended on how the recommenda-
tion and citation was written?y

Ch definitely, yes. The ones that used the most beauti-
ful language were the ones that got the most,

Wasntt there a point where you had to use some of the
combat correspondents, the writers and so on, to help
write citationsy

I don't know whether Colonel McCormick did that or not.
Was McCormick your G-17

No, At that time, let's see -- I've forgotten who was




MR . FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:

~200-

G-1 at that time, Look back to the record,

You had Krulewitch, of course,

Oh yes, we had Krulewitch but he wasimore or less my
handyman, I might say one thing about Krulewitch for
the records. Once on Iwo Jima when things were in
pretty bad shape and we were trying to take that area
around what we called the Meat-Grinder and we organized
a battalion from the Headquarters troops and put
Krulewitch in charge of it and he really did a good

job,

Of course, he had been a World War I enlisted man, had
he noty |

Yes,

After the surrender, VJ Day, what did you doy Increase
the educational training?

Oh yes, and we kept up our training, In fact, we stressed
it a little more because you know how to keep men out of
trouble was to work them, Because if they get too idle
they go to pieces very easily,

We never had any of the so-called rallég to send the boys
home, There was nothing that occurred in the Marines
such as occurred in other services, was there?

No, I don't think so., And therets one thing that I

would like to comment on in a way, Of course, just
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pefore Iwo Jima we were having quite a bit of this
what they call battle fatigue, S0 we held numerous
classes and devoted hours in other words in trying to
combat that, We just put it up to the men -- there
were very few cases of battle fatigue, Of course,
everybody was tired., But the battle fatigue cases
were the ones that were just yellow., If you look at
the records of ours on Iwo Jima, you will find that
they are very, very low,

MR, FRANK: How would you evaluate Iwo Jima? Was it necessary
that it be takeny

GENERAL CATES:  {h yes, undoubtediy, because it saved thousands of
lives as well as planes because the Alr Corps return-
ing from bombing Japan, if there were damages at all,
they couldn't get back to their bases at Saipan or
Tinian, The crippled ones were' just lost, As it
was, I've forgotten what the figure is but it was
something enormous, about the crippled planes that
landed on Iwo Jima,

MR, FRANK: A B=29 landed there while the battle was still going
on, didn't ity

GENERAL CATES: Yes, It1l say it did. It went right into the end of
the runway G ”(f*0#;/ where it ended up it was

only about six or eight hundred yards from the Japanese
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lines, It went right into it.

When did you get word that the #Z;;e was to be dis-
banded?

I think it was along it} September,

You still had command of the Divisiony

Oh yes, and of course we returned piecemeal from the
islands and started to send them back in October, as I
remember it, and then the last was in November, We
came home mostly on the baby carriers,

The Magic Carpet,

Yes, Then we went to Pendleton, of course, and were
demobilized from Pendleton.

And you received your orders to Quantico then,

Yes,

Was there any concern?éfter the war the Commandant
convened a board for selecting out general officers,
do you recall?

Yes, I remember something about it but I don't know
the details,

Well, you would have been consideredj I assume that
all general officers came up before the Board to be
considered for retention or selecting out,

I remember some-

I'm not really acquainted with that,

thing about it but sure I guess I would have been,
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Then if you had no knowledge of it, there wouldn't
have been any matter of being concerned about it.

No, it never entered my mind,

Do you recall those who were kept and those who left,
though?

Oh yes, The ones that were kept,

When you were back at Quantico, you were there for
approximately a full three years almost, plus two
weeks, you were President of the Marine Corps Equip-
ment Board and Commandant of the Marine Corps Schools,
Yes, That President of the Equipment Board was just a
makeshift job until General Torrey retired. In fact,
I wasn't qualified to be head of that at all, I'm not
mechanically minded, I knew very little about weapbns
or anything like that and I was just a figure head,
What was the nature of your duties down therey Was it
primarily a rebuilding job?

You mean on the Equipment Board?

In Quantico at the Schools.,

Oh Yes, As you know, there&k?ﬁil kinds of schools
there -- the Staff School, the Base School, the Ord-
nance School, Equipment and so on, all kinds. And I
was just the Head of it -jj%dministrativ§fi;u might

say.
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There was nothing unusual then in this two years =--
this two year period as far as your career goes?
No, except of course Quantico has always been a place
for visitors from Washington, official visitors, and
we had to wine and dine them and of course, Secretary
Wilson, later after I was Commandant, had his Joint
Civilian Orientation groups down and he had the con-
ference of Admirals and Generals including from the
President on down ~-- President Eisenhowe;}and Nixon

. P ,

;
and the differentééecretaries, Defense,
¥ ;

ﬁumphy?ﬁ~iﬁ?%ﬁaqu;l
] y t

Of course, this was later.

Yes, this was after I was Commandant,

I think maybe Eisenhower was the last President who
ever visited Quantico,

Yes, I guess so, He came down on two occasions., I
was trying to wrack my brain -- I think those Joint
Civilian Orientation groups started when I was there
the first time, They'd have all these heads of the
different corporations down,

I remenber, I was a’t o bitey gubde for one when
you were at Quantico, JCCC, they used to call them,
Yes,

When did you first know that you were going to be

appointed as Commandant?
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It was actually when President Truman told me because

I can say with all honesty that I never considered
being Commandant, I never thought about being Commandant,
It nevér entered my mind,

There's always this element in the Marine Corps, I
imagin% since thg first time that the Marine Corps

was founded, Always some kind of an anchor pool, people
trying to G-2 the situation, who's going to be the next
Commandant,

Oh yes, there's always a lot of guessing but they!'re
usually wrong.

Yes, Well, it must have been at that time when General
Vandegrift was due to retire. Did you have any esti-
mate or had you made some guesses as to who you thought
was going to make it?

As I remember, I really didn't give it too much con-
sideration, Of course, with all due respect to General
Vandegrift, who I think is a close friend of mine -- I
know I am to him == I don't think that he recommended
me or Shepherd either, I'm not sure of that but I'm
pretty sure that he was for General Turnage,

Of course, President Truman was notﬁgry much Marine

Corps oriented and was not particularly friendly to

the Marine Corps, His comment aboul getting all the
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Admirals out of the White House, I think is fairly

well known, after he took over, Therefore, it would
seem that it is rather unusual that he did not accept
the Commandantt's recommandation,

Well, I actually do not know whether General Vandegrift
ever contacted the President on it, At that time, the
Secretary of the Navy was really @ most important job
and you might say that he carried a lot of weight, in
fact in my opinion, practically all the weight, So

one day I received a call from Secretary Sullivan to

be at his office at four o'clock on a certain date -~
I've forgotten when. When I appeared there, General
Shepherd was there also, I said, "Lem, what's this

all about?" And he said, "I don't know,"” So we waited
fifteen or twenty minutes and finally Secretary Sulli-
van burst out of his office in a hurry and said, "Coﬁe
on, come on, Letts go, let's go.,” And he went out the
door and we followed and got down to the car and I
saild, "Mr, Secretary, what is thisy" He said, '"We're
going over to see President Truman and we're late now.'
He said, "He's going to decide who's going to be Com-
mandant, One of you is going to be Commandant."™ So
that's the first we knew of it., We went over and we

first went in Charlie Rossts office and sat there for
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ten or fifteen minutes and finally some staff member
of the President came out and asked Mr, Sullivan to
go in, He went in and talked to the President for
about ten or fifteen minutes, Then he came out and
said, "Cates, the President wants to see you,” So I
went in and he talked to me for a long time. He in
effect said that I have to make the appointment as
Commandant and he said, "I really don't know anything
about either of you hut your records are practically
identically the same, You both have been in World
War I and World War II,” And he said, "Itts up to

me to make the decision.," He said, "I've had a lot
of political pressure brought to bear on me to appoint
a certain officer and I don't like it," I said, "Mr,
President?:%:ind of insult your intelligence, don't
theyp" Aﬂd he said, "They sure do,"

So then after he dismissed me then Shepherd went
in, He talked to him for quite a long time, Shepherd
came out and Secretary Sullivan went back in, I said
to Lem as we sat there, I said, "Lem, this is like a
dog show, We're waiting to see who's going to get the
prize," So after a few minutes we both went in and
the President looked over at Lem and he said, “General,"

-- and I was just ready to reach out and shake Lem's
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hand, really I thought he was going to say you're

going to be Commandant ~-- he said, "It's up to me to

make the decision,” He said, "It's all even practically.
Youtre younger than he, Cates is senlor to you on the
seniority list." And he said, "You'll have your chance
later," And he turned to me and said, "You're going to
be Commandant.* That's the way , . .

What was your reactiony

I really don't know., I know by the time I got back to
Quantico and told my wife, I was doing aclot of thinking
though and wondering if I really wanted it.

How long after -~ did any of this leak out, do you think?
Oh yes, I'm sure it did, 1I've forgotten though, I think
it was released right away as I remember it,

Of course, in the history of our Corps each Commandant
has put his own personal stamp on the Corps whether it's
been in the way of uniforms or ceremonies or conduct of
Staff activities at Headquarters, many things., There are
many things within the context or framework which go on
regardless, But there are many others with the stamp of
his personality, How would you characterize your tour
as Commandant?

I'd hesitate to even try to do it, 1Itts up to other

people to do that, ALl I can say is I was damned lucky,
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I had an excellent staff -- and I mean a good staff,
You take from my Assistant Commandant down, And of
course as you know, we were battling for our lives at
that time,

Yes, I'm going to talk about that, You were appointed
for two or four years?

Four years, In fact, the law reads the Commandant of
the Marine Corps shall be appointed for four years, It
doesntt say will bhe,

Why do you suppose that later on Pate only got it for
two years?

I think it was just a mistake, I think that's why he
was reappointed,

You dontt think there was any plot on the part of the
Administration and the Secretary of Defense at this time?
I don't know, No, I wouldn*t say there was any plot,

I think that maybe he was following the Navy custom of
the CNO,

Well now, wouldn't it appear that such a gross error as
that should have been caught by Patets staff or someone
else who had been appointed after the Secretaryy

Yes, I think so and I think maybe it was. I'm not sure,
but I think maybe it was because when Pate's two years

was up, I really didn't think he would be re-appointed,




-210-

And I was pulling very strongly for General Pollock
at that time, Either General Pollock or General
Jerome, I recommended both of them,

MR, FRANKg: That would have been the first aviation Commandant,

GENERAL CATES:  Yes,

MR, FRANK: Do you think an aviator has a chance of becoming Com=
mandant?y

GENERAL CATES: Oh some day, yes, But of course, the ground troops
dominate, you might say, I mean a larger percentage.,,
Yes, I think some day you'll definitely have one.

MR, FRANK3 You are aware, General, of the fact that there is
great controversy despite all the lip service given
to the close air support -- Marine air-ground team
concept, Yet there is this chasm, this schism between

Marine ground personnel and Marine aviation personnel.

ﬁzvc Lov A Mot

e

GENERAL CATESs  Oh I think that's overrated., bty Lt

MR, FRANK: W ii‘e;iking about the situation going into New Zealand
before Guadalcanal.

GENERAL CATES:s  Yes, as you know, we boated out of San Francisco and
headed to New Zealand with the expectation of being
there for probably six months of training, A day or
two prior to our arriving at Wellington, we received

{fin, ) Ode ¢
word to prepare to disembar%f-:J" Land-and combat

el N4 ¥

load ships for an operation, So the minute we hit
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there the Fifth Marines had arrived there considerably
before that, They had already started combat loading,
The day we arrived, it started raining dénd for nine
solid days it poured rain and we had to unload every
ship and reload. And of all the messes you've ever
seen on that dock because most of the things were
packed in paper cartons and we were shy on everything,
I mean, spare parts -- I would say that we were at
least twenty per cent shy on spare parts or equipment

or arms in my regiment. For instance, we didn't have
4 */ﬂ; ’

ﬁiﬁ@sffor our half-tracks and things like that, So

we worked twenty-four hours a day around the clock

in driving rain trying to reload, but of all the messes
Itve ever seen this was the worst, Prior to going
there, we had received word, of course, that liquor
was very short in New Zealand, In fact, it was almost
impossible to get., So we carried a considerable amount
of liquor, About the second day there, I sent my pay-
master Heming up to one of the clubs and asked him if
he could make arrangements where we could make use of
the club for the next few days; knowing that we were
going to be there just a few days, They were only too
glad to grant us the courtesy. They set aside some

rooms for us and so we took our liquor up there and
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every afternoon the officers in relays would go up
and have a little, We would ask the New Zealanders
to have a drink with us and they refused, It became
very embarrassing in a way and finally I said to one
of these chaps, "Listen, tell me, are you all madg at
us? Why won't you drink with us?" So the man told
me very plainly, he said, "Well, Colonel, the reason
we won't do it is we can't reciprocate. And we hesi-
tate to drink your liquor."” And I s8id, "Listen,
you're furnishing us, giving us the courtesy of your
club, which we appreciate greatly and certainly we
would like to buy you a drink or two," OSo after that
we became very good friends,

%%ﬁfﬁ/ﬂ? bigi% wigth your paymaste;évgou brought
all this liquor in from the States, That transfer of
the rations and the combat loading at Aotea Quay, I
think it was, in New Zealand; was it Wellington?
Wellington,

Wellington, yes -- was probably one of the messiest
situations that ever occurred,

You mean the loading and unloading.

Yes, sir,

Oh yes. There was no excuse for that whatsoever, As

you read in my diary written at the time, I think a day
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or two after we left San Francisco, I commented in
this diary that this was the biggest boo=boo in the
world not to combat load before you start any place
because I don't care what the future plan is, it
always can be changed.

MR, FRANK: And it was,

GENERAL CATES; And it was changed, It would have saved us a lot of
misery and we would have been in much better shape,

MR, FRANKj We'll get back to later days. We were talking about
when you were appointed Commandant, Now, did you make
many changesy Certainly the nature of post-war opera-
tions and the post-war position of the Marine Corps
had been changed, The Marine Corps had been cut down
with demobilization and everything else and certainly
you had to change the pace of the Marine Corps activi-
ties from what it had been during the War and under
General Vandegrift, This was pro forma, What else
changed? I mean what other thingsy

GENERAL CATES; There wasn't any material change that I know of, Of
course, it was gradual and I would say that probably
the biggest one was the development of the helicopter,
Because there's no question abou@it, the Marines were
responsible for the development of the helicopter., The

Army was lukewarm to it, the Navy didn't want any part
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of it, We started out there at Quantico with these
helicopters and as 1 remember, the old Piasecki, the
old flying banana, was the first, It shook like it

had DTs, And that actually started the helicopter,

As you say, we were being cut to the bone gradually

and being strangled to death, as somebody put it. We
tried to maintain our skeleton organization of two
divisions, In fact, every time any member of the Con-
gress would more or less hop on Secretary Johnson, he'd
say they have two divisions, Well, hell, they were just
a skeleton -- each one was a skeleton division, Probably
there may be a good regiment in each one,

What do you think Johnson's motives were? I mean he's
been characterized many ways and certainly , . .

I don't knowﬁW% were just up against an obstacle there
and as you say President Truman didn't have any love
for us but still he was fair and square, he was honest
in it, And as you say, he said we should be the Navy
police force,

He meant 1it,

And that was it, And Johnson disliked us very much and
of course there was a group in the Ammy with thumbs
down on us and they made all kind of plans to absorb

us,
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Forrest Sherman,lggg:CNO, certainly was no friend

of ours,

No, he wasn't, And for the record I would like to say
something in regardg to him, When they were gding to
make the appointment, Secretary Matthews and I would
talk and I was recommending Radford very strongly at
that time, In fact, the day that Forrest Sherman was
appointed, I sat next to the Secretary in a briefing
of some kind and I showed him an article that was in

the Christian Science Monitor that more or less attacked

Forrest Sherman, And I said, "That's the way I feel
about him," 5o he read the thing at this conference,
turned it over and looked at it and handed it back to
me, That afternoon Forrest Sherman was appointed, So
as soon as he came in, I went over and paid a call on
him and I told him, "Admiral, I want to tell you very
plainly, you were not my candidate for CNO," And I
said, "I know that you have been more or less thumbs
down on the Marines, I don*t know why, But I want to
tell you that I'll support you," And he said, "Well,
I'11 support you too.," And he did,

He did?

He did, you know, After that, he was kind of luke-

warm but I must say that as far as I know, he played
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fair and square. But I think actually me telling him
very plainly that he was not my candidate and I wasn't
for him might have had some effect.

Of course, his brother was in the Marine Corps =-- Paul
Sherman,

I really think that's where it dates back to, He
thought that Paul got a raw deal,

Really.

That's just guessing,

That's when Paul lost his flight orders?

I don't know.

He had been an aviator earlierz
Yes.

Someone else said that and that's possible., Of course,

{ who knew each other from way back didn't
get along too well either,

No, that's true,

When did you first become aware of this plot against
the Marine Corps? 1 don't think it's dramatizing to
call it a plot,

No, I dontt know whether you should call it a plot or
just maybe it was an honest opinion of the group of

officers and, with all due respect to my close friend

Joe Collins, he was behind a good part of it -- the
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Collins k&an. And of course, Bradley didn't like us
either, _—

MR, FRANKj This goes back to Guadalcanal days/%ggzggz

GENERAL CATES: It actually stems back to World War I, The Army had
never forgiven the publicity that the Marines got at
Belleau Woodg,

MR. FRANK: Do you think it isggs minor a bhasis as thatyp

GENERAL CATES:  Yes, I do, General MacArthur didn*t like it, And it
all was based on the fact that that first despatch
came out by Floyd Gibbons told about the Marines at
Chateau Thierry, And of course, Bel leau Woods is very
close to it and he was speaking of the town cloest to
to it and the Sixth Machine é%n Battalion == I think it
was the Sixth =-- out of the Third Division was the one
that actdally was in GhAteau Thierry, and stopped the
advance across that bridge. It was a very small outfit
but they always thought they got the dirty end of the
deal., And a lot of jealousy developed during the war,
In fact, after the war we had a knock~down drag-out
fight in cafes and things up in Germany and in Paris
between the Army and the Marines,

MR, FRANK: Well, I think Twining told me that after the Guadal-

canal campaign was over before you wentto Australia

or some periodﬁn there at that time, he paid a visit
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to his brother, Nate Twining, who was out in the
Pacific at one of the bomber commands or what have
you, And he visited him and also a group: of other
Army officers, among whom was Collins, and they were

at a club-type atmosphere and they had been down in
Apipies

~Newsieya some place, And there was precious little

said in the way of congratulations about the job that
the First Division had done on Guadalcanal., As a
matter of fact, as the evening grew later and waxed
warmer, the first threatening note -- Collins and a
few others =-- against the Marine Corps had been stated,
This was 1943, GSo it goes back that far. Now we
could talk about the concept, the high strategic level
of the tri~elemental theory and everything else that
Heinl has written about and what the Army believes

its role was and all this other high-faluting theory
but according to you, evidently it was just on a small
petty . . .

There was a gradual build-up, I mean they've always
objected to the publicity that the Marines have gotten
and of course we go in for publicity, I mean, it‘'s
good for morale, And I think there's been a certain
amount of jealousy,

Well of course, the Marine Corps is in a way an elite
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organization,
Yes,

It's unique,if nothing else. When you gave your speech,

‘your State of the Union address so to speak setting forth

your policy after you were sworn in =-- I believe the
Commandant generally does this within the first few
weeks in January -- what were some of the elements,
some of the factors that you spoke about,

You know, when I actually look back on that I can't
think that I even made one, I really don't, I know
that General Vandegrift, after I was appointed, --
no, it was when I was taking over =-- that he had a
conference of newspaper people and there wasn't much
brought up, This fellow, Norris, is it? -- in the
Washington Posty

Yes,

He shot some pretty tough questions at me and I more
or less dodged them, I mean, it was about the Army
of course, And he didn't like that and I must admit
that I didn't like it either, But there wasn't any

particular State of the Union message that I made.
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MR, FRANK: We erded last time, General, we talked about your
selection for the Commandancy, I think you said that
you had no inkling that you were in the running, is
that correcty

GENERAL CATES: That is correct, I can honestly say that I never even
considered it,

MR, FRANKs And also you told us about the time that President
Truman took you and General Shepherd in and explained
what the circumstances were, Now, your selection was
for a four-year tour, was it not?

GENERAL CATES: Yes, I think the law states emphatically that the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps shall be appointed for a
period of four years,

MR, FRANK: There's never been any problem about the Cgmmandant
getting that full four-year tour, ha§ng; ’

GENERAL CATES:  Well of course, General Pate's first appointment was
for two years which I really couldn't account for and
then later he was appointed for another two years,

MR, FRANK: What did you envision as being your job before you as
Gommandant? What faced you?p

GENERAL CATES: Well, at that time, it was a quesktion of the existence
of the Marine Corps. That was the biggest one question.’
I think when General Vandegrift turned it over to me,

he said, "I have three problems.” The first, of course,




MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATES:
MR, FRANK:

GENER AL CATES;

MR, FRANK:

GENERAL CATESs

MR, FRANK;

=221~

is the fight that some people are making to cut the
Marine Corps to the bone and the other one was in re-
gard to the publication of General Holland “Mad"
Snith's book, and the other one was kind of a political
appointment that had been offered a pretty big man -- a
comnission rather to a very big man -- that had quite
a bit of influence and he wasn't qualified physically
at all. General Vandegrift left it in my lap to dis-
approve,

The reverberation from that could be quite costly,
couldn't it havey

Yes, it could have,

Was 1it?

I don't think really. And I might state here that
later on he was given a commission in the Navy, I
think as a Commander, I'm not sure,

Let's take the minor things first -- relatively, that
is and talk about "Coral and High Brass' /"GCoral and
Brass'/ by Holland Smith, How was that going to
affect the Marine Corps?

It actually didn't affect the Marine Corps., It irri-
tated, I think, a lot of people in the Navy because he

was quite critical,

The Army rather,
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No, the Navy, Well, both the ArmY and the Navy., The
Army combat thing gg Saipan was siﬁéiél versus Smith
but he was also critical of some of the doings of the
Navy Admirals,

I understand he wrote it with Percy Fineh, Wasn't he

a retired Sergeant who had been in the publicity bureau
in Philadelphia for a long time?

I really don't know,

1 think he was, Well, did you have any personal con-
tacts or conversations with General Snith over the
book?

Oh yes, quite a few, In fact, I wrote him a number of
times and finally, I don't know whether I ordered him
to Washington or whether he came on his own accord, but
he came to Washington and came to my office and we dis-
cugsed the book and I urged him not to have it published,
In fact, he was going to give the go-ahead sign the
next day, After talking at some length, he still said
he was going to publish it and I finally said to him,
"General, Gelger was a good friend of yours, waantt

he? One of your best," He said, "Yes, he was," I
said, "Well, if he was alive today, he wouldn't want
you to publish that book," And with that, the tears

started coming down General Smith's cheeks and he
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looked at me and all of a sudden he jumped at me and
I thought he was going to hit me, - He said, “"Goddamn
it, don't hit me below the belt,” I said, "All right,
go ahead and publish it,”

Why were General Vandegrift and why were you so sensi-
tive or the Marine Corps so sensitive about having the
book published? Was it because of the nature of the
times as far as the Marine Corps was concerned?

Well, we figured it was more or less past history and
we didn't want to bring up old sores and also create
well, you might say, more ill feeling towards the
Marine Corps,

But all things considered, the points he made were
quite valid, weren't theyy

I think so, I think they were all perfectly honest,
What was his axe to grind, do you have any ideay

I don't think it was an axe to grind as it was Just
to,you might say,set the records straight,

Of course, he suffered a great many frustrations being
out there as FMFPac head. Certainly the Marine Corps
did not have its way all the time in the Pacific,

No, he had battle after battle, In fact, he had a

lot that we didn't even know about,

I think the records indicate that =-- that he suffered
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in silence with great forbearance on his part which
you can see in his letters to General Vandegrift,
Oh yes,

He didnt*t want to do anything that would embarrass

General Vandegrift or the Marine Corps but he had a

great cross to bear out there,

And as I stated previously, I think his nickname of
"Howling Mad" is a misnomer because he wasn't as near
tough as people thought he was,

Well, it was good for the other services to feel that
he was,

Yes,

I think that anybody that did serve with him or was on
his staff knew him to be quite gentle and a very feeling
man, What was the reaction when the book was published?
Practically none, I don't think it really did any harm
and I don't think it did any particular good except just
to complete the records,

It was published in serial form in the Saturday Evening

Post, was it noty

I really have forgotten,
And I think the Army was unhappy. There was tremendous
reaction on the way he presented the Saipan conflict,

Oh yes,
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But with the Marine Corps you didn't feel any rever-
berations in your office,

No,

Now what were your relations with President Trumany

How were theyy Was it close or did you get to see him
and work with him at ally

I would say it was fairly close, I saw him a number

of times, Of course, he was down at Quantico and as
I've said before, I really admire the man, I think that
maybe his statements really did us more good than any
other one thing,

Although he didn't intend to do it that way,

No, I don't think so but ., . .

Just a real common ~-- and I say common not in a dis-
paragi%%sense -- but he was an honest man just striking
back to what he thought iggitoo many blows from Congress,
He certainly was, And when he made the statement that
we had a propaganda machine almost ecual to that of
Stalin, he really had something because we did, There
wasn't any quastion about that. We did everything in
the world to get our friends behind us, And the former
Marines and friends that had served with the Marine
Corps =-- correspondents and things -- they poured it

on Congress and on the White House ~- letters and tele-
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grams,

Well, talking about friends, a lot of it was not directed
from Headquarters though, 1 think we ought to get this
straight for the record, Was ity
Oh)worlds of it wasn't but some was, I mean we all did
because when you're fighting for your life, naturally
youtre going to do everything you can,

Well, you had the reservists behind -- actually you had
treméndous shackles put on you by Louie Johnson, did~'-
you hoty

Oh fges, but he couldntt stop that,

You mean he couldn't stop the reservists or the . . .
No, the Marine Corps League, our reserves, and everyone
that had ever served with us, It crystallized you might
say the support of the Marine Corps,

Talking about the Marine Corps League, that's been an
embarrassment to the Marine Corps over the years at
various times, has it not?

At some periods, yes,

I think in 1949, the Marine Corps League made a presenta-
tion of their Non Sibi Sed Patria award to Senator
McCarthy, Was there much fall-out from that?
No, I don't think so,

Did you have any problems with McCarthy or any relations
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with him at allz

Yes, we had very close relations with him and he really
did us a lot of good, He worked for us and as you

know we had at that time quite a few members in Con-
gress and they supported us loyally, We had Senator
Douglas and McCarthy and then we had Mansfield and a
world of others,

In view of his controversial image in other areas,

did his association prove an embarrassment at all?

No, I don't think so at all,

Why do you think that the Marine Corps was having such
a rough timey

Well, it's hard to figure out exactly why, I think
that maybe some of the Army generals thought by re-
ducing the Marine Corps they would get a little more
for the Army and, I don't think there is any question
about it, that a lot of it was jealousy and a lot of

it dated back to World War I when we got a little more
publicity than they did,

The records show that the Marine Corps was not getting
the kind of support it should have from the Navy though,
No, we got lukewarm support and of course, with all due
respect to Secretary Johnson, he was thumbs down on

us, there wasnt't any question about that.
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Why was he thumbs downy
I don't know,

How about Forrestaly What kind of support did we get
from Forrestal?

I would say fair, At times he supported us and I might
say this, I think he was perfectly honest in his views,
I mean, it's what he thought and, as I told you before,
after he got in there as CNO, he supported me pretty
well,

Not Sherman, I'm talking about . , ,

Oh, I'm sorry, I'mall , . .

No, we talked about Forrest Sherman before,
I didn't have too close contact with him, Of course,
hetd come down to Quantico there when I was there
and I saw quite a bit of him, Then when they had the
Key West Conference when they were writing the missions,
I tried to get in on it,

You were kept outside of that, weren't youy

I was kept outside entirely., I didn't get to sit in

on any of it -~ any of the conferences,
)/ﬁi in Ty £ace
This was a reall Shoek of-fate to the Marine Corps,

was it noty
Yes, it was,

They just had you sitting out there cooling your heels
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like a messenger boy,

Well, I didn't get to Key West,

You didn't get to Key West.

No,

Was there any Marine Corps representation down there
at ally

Yes and I've forgotten who it was, I don't know
whether. it was Silverthorn or not, Enter that in the

record, w1ll you? Find out who it was and place;;f in
. — =T S, [VeyThoadT]
here, /; At ’

Would it have been the Marine Corps liaison ¢fficer on

Y I
the CNO's staff? The position that ﬁh&@%@n had or the

position that %ﬁgiﬁéB was supposed 1o have and someone
else took it over,

I don't know, But I might say one thing, I'd like to
say one thing for the record. At the conference

where I did sit in with the CNO, with Secretary
Forrestal, I heard him make the assertion very plainly
that the Department of Defense was purely an advisory
and a coordinating agency and that he could never
visualize the Department of Defense being over three
hundred personnel. Look at it now,

Forrestal though, as Secretary of the Navy was a very

strong booster of the Marine Corps -- a very strong
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booster of the Navy too;

Wlell, 1 think he was,

Do you think he became a captive of the JCS and the
Department of Defensey

Well, I think it was just a question of maybe having
to let his staff make decisions, He usually got it
by their recommendations,

Uh ¢ourse, he became sick,

Oh yes, just about that time too,

Yes, Well, it must have been an immense pressure and
weight on his shoulders, bearing on him all the time,
Of course, from the time that Louie Johnson came, you
had nothing but trouble,

Well, I don't know whether youtd call it trouble or
not -- frustration because he would appear before
comnittees and things and make the assertion that

the Marines had two divisions and they didn't need
any more when he well knew the two divisions were
almost paper divisions, I mean skeletons,

Now, the Edson Committee existed under General Vande-
grift's incumbency, is that correcty

Yes,

And he more or less disbanded that before he left,

Yes, it wasn't in existence when I came in,
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What was in existence to provide you with position
papers and so ong

Well, nothing except just the ordinary staff,

What was this group that the Navy had therey

Qp=31 I think they called it,

The revolt of the flat-top Admirals?

No, we didn't have any such organization,

Was there not a think group down at Quantico:

Ch yes,

Was this the group that Krulak and Gayle and Heinl
and Twining and a few others were involved ing

Yes,

Was there some resistance on the part of senior offi-
cers to this type of activityp

What do you mean, us having . . .

Well, on the part of Marine senior officers Z%lank
spot in tape/ part of it and certain other officers,
He may have, but I didn't know@it.

As far as you were concernedw?ii the senior Marine
Corps akkkzexs generals, seﬁior officers were fully
in support of any ammunition we could get to fight
this battle we had?

Aglank in taps7

Well, but what happened thereafter -- many of the
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people that were involved in this unification fight,
many of the people =-- and it was a small group =-- ad-
mittedly were providing these background papers and
providing the writing of speeches and supporting your
positions and appearances before the committee, Many
of them never made general officer rank., Now all
things being equal, records and individual personali-
ties and so on, take that aside and forget about that,
I think the record will show that many of them found
an end to their career in the rank of colonel,

Yes, but that goes for all the rest of them. A certain
amount are selected, I don't believe it was held
against them,

You don't think this was held against themp

I don't think so,

The only reason I ask is because It've heard it said

that it was and that there is a certain pattern, like

GENERAL CATES:

MR, FRANK:

Murray and Schatzel and well, Heinl perhaps,
It's true they were very good officers but I can't
believe it was held against them, It might have been
later,

Well, of course, in the General Officers Selgcti?an y
Board, it's a knock-down, drag-out fight foii&ggg;{;;al‘

¢
officers, is it not?
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Oh yes, the higher you go in rank, the tougher it
gets, the attrition is bound to be greatér. And the
selection boards -- you know how they work, I mean
maybe one man on the selection board will know some-
thing about an officer that is not even on his recoxrd
and if he can verify it and prove it, it has a great
influence,

If it's not on the record and itrs a matter of per-
sonal knowledge, is that brought up before the boardy
Oh yes, most boards.,

They feel that what they have to do is too important
to keep personal knowledge a secretf

Yes,

Now, '48, '49, and *50 were difficult years as far
as the Marine Corps was concerned -- getting funds
and everything else, What was your most important

mission during this period, aside from this unifica-

tion-fight?
Well, of course, Korea, But the unification fight,
you might say, was the top priority because they
were t;ying to cut u§;Zix BLTs and six squadrons,
whicqieally would have just made us what President

Truman said, a police force,

Was there any preparation for Korea before June of
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19507 Was there inklingz Did you have any intelli-
gence?

GENERAL CATES: Of the War starting in Koreay

MR, FRANKs Yes, sir,

GENERAL CATES: None whatsoever that I kno& of,

MR, FRANK3 Do you remember the exact circumstances and where you
were at the time that you received this informationy

GENERAL CATESs  Well, I can remember when it first broke. I was there
at Headguarters and for some reason Secretary Matthews
cancelled his daily conferences and when he did have
them, for some reason I was excluded. After about four
days I went over and kind of forced my way in and at
that time I saw Forrest Sherman and I told him, I said,
"Forrest, it looks like the Army's 24th Division is in
a pretty bad spot over there,” And I said, "We can
furnish a brigade by draining our two divisions.," He
said, "How soon could you have them readyp" I said,
"We can have them ready as quickly as the Navy gets
the ships.” He said, "All right, I'm going to send
a blue flag,” [And I still don't know exactly what a
blue flag was) to Admiral Joy and tell him that he can
inform MacArthur that the Marines can send a brigade
and an air group," So after a few days MacArthur re-

quested the JCS to send a Marine division, not a brigade,
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And when I saw Forrest Sherman I asked him, "How did
you put this over?" And he said, "Well, from Cates to
Sherman to Joy to MacArthur to the JCS5," Within a few
days we had the request to send a brigade, So we
immediately took the ones from Camp Lejeune and Camp
Pendleton, We took the ones from Lejeune and ordered
them to Pendleton and organized a brigade and within
about four or five more days they were boated in San
Diego under the command of General Craig.

Now Shepherd was out in the Far East at this time, was
he noty

Yes, he was FMFPac,

Do you think he had any influence on the MacArthur
decisiony

I really don't know, but I dont't think so.

This was quite a switch that MacArthur -- based on
what has been told about MacArthur's attitude regard-
ing the Marines, this is either false or he must have
been in bad shape to have to call on the Marines,
Well, I think there are two sides to General MacArthur
and his decision about the Marines, In fact, on one
of my trips to Korea when I went through Tokyo -- in
fact, my first trip to Inchon landing -- I asked him

very plainly, I said, "General, why are you s0 down
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on the Marines?" He said, "Itm not down on the Marines,"
He said, "The Marines are the best outfit I had in
World War II," And he said it very plainly, He said,
"When I want anything done, I know I can get it done by
the Marines,"
It is unusual that he should have chosen an Army officer
to be the landing force commander for the Inchon assault,
considering it was an all-Marine show and it was an
anphibious assault,
Yes, that's true, I don't know why,
Were there any hard feelings from the fact that they

A Oy
chos% Armx}to be the commander?y
I really don't know,
What were you doing back here at Headgquarters during
the time that the fighting was going on for the rest
of your period as Commandant?
Well, just routine work as Commandant, We were, of
course, still fighting for our existence at that time,
Even with our involvement in Inchon,
Yes, And of course that was one of the fortunate
things to happen to the Marine Corps. I mean we gained
a Lot of support from the Congress and everyone else,
Then finally the Douglas bill was passed;

Yes,
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Which made you a member of the JCS,

No, it didn't make me because it wasn't passed until
I -- we laid the ground work while I was Commandant,
my staff, And then it was passed when General Shepherd
came in, Now wait a minute, I'm getting all mixed up,
Did your four years as Commandant go pretty quickly

as far as you were concerned?

I would say the first three years went quickly and the
fourth year dragged.

Were you consulted for your successor ~- saying who
your successor was to bep

No, but it was almost a foregone conclusion that Gen-
eral Shepherd would get it. President Truman had said
to him, "Well, youtll have your chance later," He didn't
say definitely he would be but he implied that,

There was no guarantee that he was going to live up to
it though?

No.,

Why did the fourth year drag so slowlyy
Well, it was just the grind, I mean you go steadily,
you know, with these long office hours and a certain
amount of social -~ some of it you cantt get away from,

It was very social for you when you were Commandant,

wasn't ity
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No, not near as much as some of the other people be-
cause I just wouldn't do it,

You were able to turn it dommi

I didn't get mixed up with the embassy c¢rowd. When
you start going to the embassy parties, you're on the
list and I must admit I went to three or four,

Did you and Mrs, Cates do anything unusual khxsughk

to the Commandant's cquartersy Change anything or re-
decorat e

No, because when we took over, there was no doubt about
it, Mrs. Vandegrift had done a wonderful job with the
house, And, of course, it was repainted in spots but
as far as decoration was concerned, we practically did
nothing,

Did you have many parties over therey

Oh yes, sir, you had to have parties,

Of course, the Friday night parade was pro foxma,
Well, we didn't have the parades at night, In fact,
our parade at that time amounted to practically nothing.
I mean we wouldn't tuxn out two or three hundred people
to a parade,

Friday afternoons I think they were,

Yes,

When did they start becoming the big things they are
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nowy

I think General Shepherd =-- in fact, I know he really
started it,

It is a eeal big production now,

I don't know whether he started the night parades or
not -- I don't believe he did, But he started doing it
in a big way and then they just gradually got better
and better,

Well, the last one I was at, President Johnson put in
an appearance to see his son-in-law who was Parade
Adjutant,

Yes, I see where President Johnson was over here at
the Navy Chapel last week,

Yes, Well now, you knew at the time when General
Shepherd was coming in that you could not then retire,
I could have retired in about three ways, One was
physical =- I mean if I had been physically disabled -~
and the second one was for the best interest of the
service, and I've forgotten the other stipulation but
anyway it tied me down and I couldn't retire until I
was 62, That law was made -- in fact it was a rider
attached to a bill by Representative Van Zandt of
Pennsylvania and I later gave him hell, I said he

put me in a tough spot, He said, "Well, I wasn't
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thinking of you people who had served thirty or
thirty-five years but I was thinking of those people
that were getting out on twenty years service about
forty or forty-two years of age.

Do you think it was a good bill for that purpose he
statedy

Yes, I think there should have been an age limit there,
Of course, a person who Served thirty'years I think
should have been allowed to retire, But I didn't mind,
Well, Quantico was sort of a breeze for you thereafterf)
Onh yes, It wasn't a breeze because at that time we were
having a world of visitors -- I mean foreign visitors

and of course Secretary Wilson had his conferences down
there and he had the President Eisenhower and the Vice
President and members of the cabinet down for the ff(t?(l
Hi-dkoek,

Oh yes., Did that get out of hand a bit?

Noy, I don't think so,

You didn't have any off-the-record problems?
Well, they did butbl mean most of it was just brief-
ings and I think I told you previously the story of
President Eisenhower coming down and us missing him

at the gate,

No, I don't think so,
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Well, that's one for the record, The President first
regretted and said he wouldn't come down and the day
it started, at lunch I said to Mrs, Cates, "I've got

a hunch the President's coming down," OShe said, "Well,
what makes you think that?" I said, "1 don't know,"
And I hadn't any more than gotten back at my office,
when I had a call from the White House wanting to know
if the President could change his mind and come down,
In fact, we had invited him, of course, to stay at ouxr
home, So we made the arrangementﬁ}/ So along about
three o'clock we went out to uﬁ?ﬁzriangle at the en-
trance to meet him and we had Secretary Wilson, and
Vice President Nixon and Humphrqgl and all the JCS
members and everything and waited about thirty minutes
and finally a secret service man came over from across
the street who had telephone communication with the
White House and said the President's been delayed and
won't be down for about an hour and a half, So Secre-
tary Wilson said, "Well, what do you think we should
dog" I said, "Well, let's go back to my home and sit
down and have a drink,"” Which we did and some started
playing bridge. And after about forty—fitiyminutes I

decided that we had better get out to the friangle,

he might come early, So we had just loaded in about
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ten or twelve cars and started down the hill when
we heard the sirens of the MPs coming up the hill,
And you know how narrow those streets are. We were
going down and they were coming up and they went
hell-bent for election right to my Quarters and we
couldn't turn around until we got down to Barngéﬁd
Avenue, And by the time we got back, the driveway
was s0 congested with the reporters following the
President that we couldn't get our cars up to our
house which i% as you knowyon the hill, When the
President walked in our house this Negro steward,
Sergeant Sam Lawson, met him at the door and stuck
our his hand and said, "Welcome to Quantico, Mr.
President., My name is Sam Lawson, Come right in and
make yourself at home,” /laughter/ The President
said, "Well, Sam I'm glad to know you," And thal was
the way the President was greeted at Quantico., We
had to run up that doggone hill about seventy-five
vards straight up the hill and by the time we were all
up there we were all out of breath, of course, But it
is very seldom that a Negro sergeant ever welcomed a
President to a post,

MH., FRANK: Did the President kid you about that?

GENERAL CATESs I said to him, "Well, that's twice that we missed the
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boat, Mr., President,” He said, "Oh, don't mind that,
Itvs all right,"

Quantico, of course, was quite busy. As a matter of
fact, 1 was down there at the time, I was one of your
officer guides for one of the JUUCs, I think this guy
a man by the name of Meyers was there and John Kieran,
This was in May '51 or '52, May 30 '52, But as I
recall, you really enjoyed being out there and brief-
ing these people in the helicopter vertical development
thing and , . &

Oh yes, itts always a Lot of pleasure,

Well, when the time came for You to retire, what were
your feelings that now you were approaching thirty-
seven years?

Well, I dontt know, Of course, I might have made a
mistake in not getting out and getting a job and earn-
ing a little more money but at that time I thought 1
had enough to live on comfortably and I thought I'd
spend a 1ot of time fishing and shooting and trapping.
Well, of course, you became quite involved in the USO
among other things.

Yes, I was Natinnal Campaign Chairman for a couple
years and it was a job too, I might say,

Overcoming American apathyy
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No, it was the strain of traveling, When Secretary
Sullivan, who was former-Secretary Sullivan, called

me and said, "Cliff, I've got a job for you," And I
said to him, "I don't want a job," He said, "Ch, this
is not a paying job, It's just a figurehead job,

They need a National Campaign Chairman for the USO,"
He said, "You don't have to make but about four trips
a year.' He sdid, "You go to New York once and here
in Washington and then you make onz or two other trips,"
And he talked me into it. So to make a long story
short, I visited that year I think it was 28 cities
from Seattle to Los Angeles to Miami to all the way
north and every place I went I would have about six

or eight or ten engagements a day, either making

talks at luncheon or dinner or radio or TV and I've
never worked so hard in my life., Then, of course, all
you got out of it was expense money,

And heartburn from lousg¢y dinners,

Then Joe Collins, General Collins, had agreed to take
over for me in one year and then when the time came,
he said he couldntt do it so they talked me into taking
another year, But I must admit I didn't work as hard
the second year as 1 did the first,

I want to ask you a couple of things. First of all,
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you served in the Marine Corps before the new pzamo-
thon system went into effect, I think it was in *33,
was it not, or *317

GENERAL CATESs &h yes,

MR, FRANKs And of course, it was rougher under the old situation
where it was just a matter of semiowity, The Selection
Board was an improvement, There has been considerable
talk recently about the fact that the real bright and
sharp young officers are stymied somewhat, As a matter

of fact, there is quite a problem, as you realize, in

. t/\{f[.}'i(/({s
pfifi-cer resignations of outstanding individuals, those p Y

that feel frustrated and stymied, Do you think that
there is any way that this can be overcome?

GENERAL CATES: I don't know how it can be, no, Of course, the old
system wasﬁé;bunk, there's no question about that, If
you stayed in long enough, you had to get up there,
There wasn't any incentive, I think the system now is
about as good as you can get,

MR, FRANK: What happens to real bright boys and real sharp ones
who are perhaps more competent than some of their
seniors? Should they go below the zone to pick them
up? Or should there be pre~selec£ion? Or should some
of these people be ear-marked for certain assignments?

GENERAL CATESs I think they are. I mean, they go below the zone now,
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Well, just recently,

Yes,

Thatts been within the last couple of years then,

Of course, the Navy goes well down and I think all in
all, a man gets credit for his ability.

Several months ago, Marine Corps Gazette had one of

Lejeune'fgrumé articles on problems facing the officer
corps in the Marine Corps, the fact that some of the
good men were resigning., Of course, as General Krulak
once told me, hg said it all depends on how badly you
want to be mmfig@fMarineé;whether or not you are going
to stay i?/what your choice is going to be, But do you
think it Aas to be more than that or is that suffi-
cienty

I think it's sufficient, And of course, a lot depends
on conditions outside in civiliangéal mean a lot of
these people are being given very wonderful jobs with
big salaries and that has a lot to do with it. Youtd
have a recession in this country and it was going to be
a little tougher on the outside, you wouldn't have as
many resignations or retirements.

Well, there's another problem facing the Marine Corps

or facing all officers but the Marine Corps particularly,

Its officer corps is not so large that it can afford
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to allow say an Academy graduate to take a Rhodes
Scholarship and get out of the Corps for three years
while he studies over in England, Do you think the
Marine Corps makes provision for advanced education
for its officers and insuresthat they will be pro-
moted in time?p )

I“&J%%égén4£321ﬁﬁggg¥f{o answer that,

Itrs iffy,

I know it, No I don't believe so, I think you can
get enough education in the Marine Corps after you éﬁ%ﬁaa
completed your college or the Academy,

Of course, you know that the Air Force, for instance,
earmarks certain outstanding Air Force Academy gradu-
ates who are allowed to get their flight training and
allowed to get PhDs and there's a sort of pre-selection
in a sense that they are keyed for certain jobs, The
Army has also done this sort of thing for selection of
appointments of officers for the General Staff,

Well, I think part of that is sales talk just to get
people in,

It's an incentive, in olher words,

Yes,

Now, how would you sum up your thirty-seven year career
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with the Marine GCorps, General?

GENERAL CATES:  Well, what do you mean exactly?

MR, PRANK: Well, it must have been satisfyingjotherwise you
wouldntt have stayed,

GENERAL CATES: Well, I'd say it was damn lucky, is all I've got to
say. That's the truth too,

MR, FRANK: The changes were many?

GENERAL CATES: Oh yes, lots of them, Of course, I mean when 1 came
into the Corps, I had no idea of staying in whatsoever,
In fact, when I came in the Corps, I didn't know really
what the Marine Corps was,

MR, FRANK: Yes, I recall that you said that. What were some of
the outstanding changes you can pinpoint in that time}

GENERAL CATES: Well of course, the main thing was its change in tac-
tics, you might say =-- in training., Because we were
used to fighting you might say bush warfare and in
World War I we depended upon, you might say, just fire=~
power with practically no maneuverability whatsoever
and no teamwork of squads or platoons or anything else --
or a limited amount anyway.,

MR, FRANKs The development of amphibious doctrine in the early
*30s was a real boost to the Marines.

GENERAL CATES: Oh yes, that was probably the biggest improvement that

was ever made in the Marine Corps,
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Was it difficult for the Marines to change theﬁ;oncepts
and to adapt themselves to this?

Oh yes, it was done gradually. You know how we used to
start out amphibious operation, we'd land in old motor
sailers and jump over the side and wade ashore, Well,
it developed to the present with the helicopter,

Were there real growing pains involved in the develop-
ment of tactics and techniques?

Well, I'm sure there were, But at that time, when it
was going on, I was on the West Coast and in China most
of the time and I really didn't see much of it,

We talked about China and the fact that what was going
on in the States didn't affect, had no impression on
you people out in China at all,

No, because our mission out there was entirely differ-
ent, We were defending Shanghai, you might say =- the
International Settlement in Shanghai,

Was there much resistance or was there any degree of
resistance or a great degree of resistance on the part
of more senior officers or even the field grade offi-
cers to this new emphasis on this amphibious warfare?
There may have been some but nothing that I can pin-
point,

You kept up pretty wel¥jwithin limitations of course,

with what was is going on in the Marine Corps now,
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And you've spoken to General Greene I am sure, What
do/éﬁtision for the future of the Corps?

GENERAL CATES: I would hesitate to even answer that question, But I
don't think there is any question about the Marine

Corps' existing and being the lead outfit that it is

right now, And whether other people think so or not,

it is,

MR, FRANK: There's no problem about its existence in the futurg)
theny

GENERAL CATES:; No, I can't see any whatsoever,

MR, FRANK: Well, is there any problem of its being absorbed into
oné big unified Department of Defensey

GENERAL CATES: I don't think so at the present time,

MR, FRANK3s I mean we have gone béythe herring-bone twill dungarees

are out, Men on active duty wear black leather shoes

and gloves and 5“{ biil, instead of the old cordovan,
GENERAL CATES: Yes, things like that, I mean and down to the belt

buckle and everything else which God knows I can't see

why the Department of Defense is butting in on little

details like that, For instance, post tags, You can't

have your own post tags, you've got to have some damned

little stickers on there, There's too much interference

by the Department of Defense in, you might say, the ad-

ministration of the Corps and of posts,
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MR, FRANK: Well now, one of the criticisms of what happened to
the Marines in Korea was that it became involved with
a static trench-type warfare, This was the nature of
the fighting in Korea and it I think pretty well
proves that it has just had a pretty bad effect on
some of these people involved, certainly some of the
juniolf officers, They didntt know amphibious varfare.
This was all that they knew, I think the Marine
Corps after Korea had a problem of getting back to
its amphibious role,

GENERAL CATES:  Well, in any war you have to adjust your tactics to
the situation and actually, I mean, it wasn't trench
warfare, it was what I would call kind of fox hole
warfare,

MR, FRANK: Fox holes, static . . .

GENERAL CATES: Well no, because Inchon was certainly an offense and
when they took that march up from Wonsan up there at
the last -- I mean that was certainly no trench war-
fare there,

MR, FRANK: I'm talking about after the fighting in '51 and then
the re-deployment to the West Coast %;jihe establish-
ment of the Eighth Army line, the positions the Marines
and the rest of the Eighth Army held until the truce

went into effect, Now, there has been some criticism
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that the Marine Corps is facing the same situation
today., That is, they are fighting land warfare instead
of using the amphibious tactics whicﬁfggéér the func-
tions assigned by JCS,

Well, of course, they are restricted over there in
Vietnam now, I mean they have made a few amphibious
landings but as long as you won't let them go into
North Vietnam thereseno amphibious operations that

are worthwhile really.

Well, what are your prOgnostication§?or how do you
feel, what do you feel should take place there?
In Vietnamy

Yes, sir.

God only knows, I've changed my opinion two or three
times and right now , . ,

I'm not trying to pin you down,

I know, I would say right now we are mired down so
we have to fight it out, But I don't believe that

we certainly should be restricted-i%&s we are in re-
gardg to targets or what the local commanders do,
Well, it's really a real sticky thing and as I say,
I'm not trying to put you on the spot,

Oh, I guess one guess is as good as another, 1 mean

but definitely if you are going to fight a war, you
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shouldn't be tied down with one arm behind your

back or restricted to what you use,

‘Well, this is much the same position, it's an analogy

to what you faced or what President Truman faced in
*31 and 'S0 up at the reservoir where MacArthur wanted
to go across all the way to the border and cross over
for fear of losing whatever allies he had and for fear
of drawing Russia or Red China into the war, Isn't
this the same situation?

The same =-- almost identical,

And of course, I don't think anybody wants to be re-
sponsible for starting what might be a third World
War,

No, but in any operation you are bound to take the
calculated risk,

Of course, no one really knows an estimation of the
possibilities,

Yes, there's a possibility of China, Russia,

Well, I think we've pretty well exhausted -- I don't
think we've exhausted every possibility as far as
interviewing you, General. There are many questions
probably left unanswered but on behalf of the Historical
Branch and certainly General Greene, I want to thank

you for participating in this,
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Well, thank you and I'm only too glad to do it. It's
kind of mixed up and I wish the person who is to write
it up would write it correctly grammatically and with
common sense,

Well, this is the essence of the program and it's a
verbatim record of reminiscences and ?@bM@ﬁ?bbf your

career,
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Thomason, John 56-57
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canal 179-182
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Twining, Colonel Merrill Barber 146, 154, 217-218
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Vandegrift, General Alexander A. 142, 156, 167, 205-206, 220-221
Verdun 16-17
Vietnam 252-253

Wake Island: orders for 197-198

War Plans: duties in 91-93
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Williams, Major Ernest C. 49-51
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World war II communications 123
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GENERAL CLIFTON B. CATES
U. S. MARINE CORPS (RET.)
EDGEWATER, MD. 21037

29 November 1967

TO _FORMER MEMBERS OF THE 96th CO, 2@ BN, 6th MARINES.
With the compliments of the U. S. Marine Corps.

We are very much indebted to Doctor (former Gunnery
Sergeant) and Mrs. Willard I. Morrey for the many
yvears of research and the hundreds of hours they
spent in preparing this history for publication.

To both, our most sincere thanks.

Also, our appreciation to members of the Historical
Branch, USMC., for the valuable assistance they gave
in making the publication possible.

The old lieutenant wishes each of you much good cheer

for Christmas, and may the New Year bring you good
health and happiness--for years to come.

AN N






DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20380 IN REPLY REFER T0O

DGK-l-ep
16 May 1967

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

The records show the following informétion concerning
promotions in the case of General Clifton Bledsoe CATES,
0155, U. 8. Marine Corps, Retired: ‘ .

RANK DATE f ORGANIZATION

Second Lieutenant 24 May 1917 Marine Barracks
Washington,D.cC.
First Lieutenant 28 Aug 1918 96th Company,
6th Marines, 24
_ Division
Captain 5 Mar 1919 96th Company,
6th Marines, 24
Division
First Lieutenant 25 Sep 1919 Marine Barracks
Washington, D.C.
Captain 21 Mar 1921 Department of

Pacific, san
Francisco,California

Major 27 Feb 1932 Headquarters
Company, 4th Regiment
Lieutenant Colonel 26 Jul 1935 Marine Barracks
Quantico, Virginia
Colonel 11 Apr 1940 Army War College
Washington, D.C.
Brigadier General 3 Apr 1943 Marine Barracks
' ' - Quantico, Virginia
Major General 23 Jun 1944 Marine Barracks
Quantico, Virginia
General 1l Jan 1948 Headquarters Marine
(Commandant of the Marine Corps) ’ Corps, Washington,
D. C.



GENERAL CLIFTON B. CATES.

Clifton B. Cates was born on August 31, 1893, at Tiptonvilie,
Tennessee. After graduation fromytﬁé University of Tennessee, he
reported for duﬁy in the Marine Corps as a second lieutenant on
June 13, 1917,

He sailed for France in January, 1918. He served with the
6th. Marine Regiment, Second\Division, in the Aisne Defensive,
Belleau Wooods, Aisne-Marne, St, Mihiel-Blanc Mont (Chaﬁpagne)
and Meuse—Argonne campaigns. He was twice wounded in action
and received the following decorations: Navy Cross, the Distin-
guished Service Cross, with Oak Leaf Cluster, French Legion of
Honor, Croix de Guerre, with two ralms and a gbld star. He was
cited twice in division orders and once by the Commanding General,
A. E. F.

He served with the Army of Occupation in Germany, returning
to the United States in September, 1918,

Between 1919 and 1941 General Cates saw service as aide to
the Commandant of the Corps, as aide to the President, and as
aide to the Commanding General, Department of the Pacific. He
had two tours of duty with the Marines in China, amounting to
five years in all.

In World War II he took part in the first great offensive
action of the war, leading the First Marine Regiment ashore at
Guadalcanal, where he won the Legion of Merit. As Commanding
General of tﬁe Fourth Marine Division, he led this organization
in the difficult operations on Tinian Islaﬁd in the Marianas,

receiving the D. S. M. for his leadership in this campaign.



OIZTAPIONS

OATES,CLIFTON B,

(ARMY)
- DISTINGUISHED SERVICE QROSS

1st Leiut.Co,H,6th Regt,

GOWD #81,page 7,1919 |

"Por extraordinary heroism inaction near Chateau-Thierry,Prance
June 6;,1918,While advancing his company on the town of Bouresches
thelr progress wag greatly hindered by withering machine guns and

artillery fire of the enemy,which causged hany casualities,one of
whom was his commanding officer. Taking command- Leiutenant Oates

this was his first engagement. Exposing himself to extreme hazard,
he reorganized.his position with but: & handfil:6f men ¥
Oross delivered March 14 1919,

Oak Leaf (luster,
"For the following act of extraordinary heroism in action nesr
Bois~de Bellaau,France,June 13=14-1918, Leiutenant Cates is awarded
an Oak Leaf Cluster, to be worn with the Distinguished Service Uross.,
During the night a severe gas attack made i necessary to evacuate

lelutenant Cates suffering painfully from wounds,refused evacuation
remaining and rendering wvaluable assistance to another company, * '

Oak Leaf Oluster delivered 29 March,1919

Legion D'Honneur
Deoree of May 14,1919 '
“"41tho hit by a shell fragment he replaced his wounded Major ang
bersonally exposed himself in order %o reorganize the resistance
with the few men who remained with him,® -

(0 de @) (G8)
6=6=18 Bouresches lstLt.French 11,400-D

"with +the nost absolute contempt for danger he continued to direct
his platoon under most deadly fire during a violent enemy attack,"



Page #3

, CATES,0.B.
,‘(*)7'19-18 Solssons 1st Ltl GO 2nd Div,.#88 page 99

"At Soissons on July 19,1918,he was wounded,but‘would not leave
the field of battle," _ o -

JOHN A.LEJEUNE, ‘
- Major General,U.S.M.O.
‘ Commanding ) ‘ ‘ T
Awarded December 31,1918, Co . S

. No.4 - ; ;
(#) 10-3-18 Blano Mont 1st Lt. GO 2nd Div.#88,page 99

"He pressed forward gallantly at the head of lils mén and by his
gallantry contributed largely to the success of the operations,
His example of fearlessness and devotion to duty have always been
an inspiration to his men," : :

JOHN A,.LEJEUNE,

Ma jor General.U.S.M.O,,

Commanding. C
Awarded December 31,1918

No.5 AE.F.
10-2 x 8~ 18 Somme-Py 1st.Lt. AEP Qo #1,page 41

"Por gallantry near SOmme-Py,Fraﬁce,Oct 2-9,1918,And for his
‘brilliant leadershlp in leading his company,

JOHN J.PERSHING
. General,U.S.A,

(NAVY)
NAVY OROSS

Olitatlion; _ : | :
"While advancing with his company on the town of Bouresches
their progress was greatly hindered by withering machine-gun
and a artillery fire from the enemy,which caused many casualities,
one of whom was the commanding officer.Taking command,Leiutenant
Oates led them on to the objective,despite the fact that he was
rendered temporarily unconsciou by a bullet striking his helmet
and that this was his first engagement. Exposing himself to
extremeﬁhazard,he reorganized his position with but s handful
of men,"™ » : _ A oo .



THE FLORIDA TIMES ~-UNION,JACKSONVILLE, SUNDAY , DEOEMBER 1r,1947
NEW COHIEF OF MARINE CORPS FAﬁED FOR SERVICE IN COMBAT.

Washington,Dec 13 (AP) Clifton B.Oates,had never heard of the
U.3.Marines when he joined up.But he's doing OK=0on Few Year's
day he will be sworn in as Commandant,with seven rows of ribbons
on the left side of his impeccably pressed green blouse.
Back in 1917,0n the campus of the University of Tennesses, a
friend suggested to Oates that they enlist in the Marines as &
guick way to get into World War 1. Game for anything,Cates said,
let's go." He got hit in that war seven times,once by a near-
miss shellburst that left him standing nude as a plucked chicken,
but he came out on his feet. Today,as a Major General, Cates says
that 1f there is another war "both sides will lose-there will be
no winner," but feels nevertheless that 1t's his duty to do his
part in keeplang the U.8.Military establishment highly organigzed
and ready for any emergency. He believes that atomic end other
destructlve weapons could easlly destroy the eéconomic power of
all who take part in snother war. ‘

NINTEENTH OOMMANDANT

Cates,54,wlll be sworn in as the nineteenth Oommandant with the
rank of General. General Alexander A.Vandegrift,present Oommandant,
will retire to the inactive list, move to his farm near Lynchburg,
Virginia,and will "become a country squire,sunfi*

The wounds Cates suffered as a second lieutenant,and other fortunes
of war,won him two purple hearts,a Navy oross and a Distinguished
Service Cross with oak leaf cluster in World War 1. "He earned hig'
way from a platoon commander through the company and field grades,"
General Vandegrift says of his succeéssor in a brief review of Qates'
years as a leatherneck.

'Tt was the character and force of his personality that wes sucess-
ful at the battle for Iwo Jima. I have watched him lead & regiment
and a divislon. And when,after the second war,he was put in charge -
a8t Quantico,our cultural center,if you please (almost all Marine
Corps schools are at Quantico,Va.) he quickly rid it of the dis-
rupting element it acquired after the war from the hundreds of

Marine officers and men who were there just walting to get discharged.

GOOD MORALE BUILDER

"He can build morale as quickly as any officer I know and he soon
g0t Quantico back to 1ts normal productive besis." Oates believes his
~new Job will be g tough one."filling the shoes of Geuneral Vandegrift
and his predecessor (General Thomas Holcomb),both of whom I served
under in combat." Ny

There may be doubt in Cates' mind of his ability to fill Vandegrift's
ghoes, . but he has been groomed for the job,it would seem from talke

" ing with his fellow marines,with a careful and disoriminating eye
over a long period of +time. '



5T.LOUIS POST_DISPATOH
Thursday,July 1,1954

Gen.Cates R@tires from Marines.

Lt.Gen.Clifton B.Oates‘gets baok the fourth star,which he

gave up in 1952,a%t retirement ceremonies yesterday at Quantico,
Va.Plning the stars on his shoulders are Mrs Cates and General
Lemuel §.Sheperd Jr.,who succeeded Cates as Marine Corps
Commagndant two years ago,at the time Cates became Commandant
of the Marline Qorps schools. Cates,who is 60 years old,spent
37 years in service.He wears 10 battle stars and 27 ribbons
and decorations.

ARMY NAVY ATR FORCE JOURNAL 19 JUNE 1954

LT.GEN.CATES HEADS USMC RETIREMENT LIST WHICH INCLUDES 58
REGULAR RESERVE OFFICERS.

Lt.Gen.Clifton B.Cates,U.S.M.C.,and Lt.Gen.Merwin H.Silverthorn,
USMC,head a 1ist of 58 Regular and Reserve Marine Officers
who are retiring after dlstingulshed military careers.

Both generals wlll leave active service on l-July. Also on
the retirement list are five colonels eight lisutenantecol-
onels,16 majors,seven captains,three first lieutenants,elight
2nd lieutenants,and nine chief warrent cfficers.

General Cates,Commandant,Marine Corps Schools,Quantico,Va.,
will retire with the four-star rank he held as the 19th Com-
mandant of the U.S.Marine Corps from January 1948 until Jan-
uary 1952.

A graduate of the Missouri Military Academy, he reported for
active duty in the Marine Corps in June 1917,and salled for
Prance the followlig January. As a 11eutenant in W.¥.1, he
partlicipated in five major engagements.

During W.W.2,after commanding the lst Merine Regiment in the
Guadalcanal-Tulagl landings and the capture and defense of
Guadalcanal,he fought as commander of the 4th Marine Division
in the Marianas operation,the Tiniar campaign and the selzure
of Iwo Jima.

General Oates 1s one of the few officers in any service who
has commanded & platoon,a company,a batiallon,a regiment and
2 division in combat.

He 15 the holder of some 40 medals for valor and exceptlonal
service.

The General is married to the former Jane McIlhenny, of Wash-
ington, They have a daughtsr,Ann Cates Hilbish and a son,
LODR.Clifton B.Cates,Jr,USH,

Retirement ceremonies for the distinguished general will be
held at the Marine Corps Schools,Quantico,Va.,on June 30,1954,

\ 3



LT,GEN.CATES,LEGENDARY MARINE CORPS HERO READY TO STEP
DOWN AFTER 37 YEARS,

Quantico,Va.June 29,1954, - After 37 years of climbing in and out
of foxholes Lt.Gen., Glifton Bledsoe Cates is ready to moth-ball
his guns and swagger stick.

The chain smoking,60year-old. former Marine Corps commandant re-
tires tomorrow.He stayed in the corps after his term as commandant
expired in 1952 to become head of its schools here at lesser rank.
When Cates,who wears 10 battle sterg from two World Wars and 27
ribbons and decorations,steps dowm,a llttle bit of Marine legend
will go with him,

The Marines remmber CGates for many things,not all of them found
-in training manuals and history books.

LEAVES MANY MEMORIES.

There was the time in July,1918,for example,when his troops fresh
from battle and unpald for two months,were considering the tragic
progpect of liberty in Paris with no money.

Lt.Cates lent each of his men,a skeleton company of 100 - 50 francs,
or roughly 49, and they had a real wing-ding party.Ilt was the last
for many. Within 24 hours they were back in combat.

Just five days after the Paris party Cates made Marine history in
a8 wheatfield near Soissons.

He sent back a message: "I am in an old sbandoned Frexch Trench...
I have only two men left out of my company and 20 out of other
companies...l have no one on my left and only s few on my right.

I will hold." When a relief outfit orawled in through the wire and
shell holes the next day i1t found Cates clad chiefly in helmet

and pistol. His pants had been blown off.

WOUNDED SIX TIMES. ,
Before World War 1 ended Cates had been wounded six times snd
gassed once,though he bothered to report cnly two of the wounds,.
For Marines of another generation there are memories of Cates as

a flghting officer at Guadalcanal,Tinisn snd Iwo Jima. There are
recollections too,0f Cates,by then commandant of the Corps,stalking
the front lines of Korea,in a helmet and old leather flight jacket.
The trim,crisp and sometimes irascible Genéral was born Aug.3t,
1893%,0n a cotton plantation near Tiptonville, Tenn.,about 100 miles
north of Memphls on the Mississlippl River. He went through the
first 91x grades at a little country wmchool nearby and at 12 was
packed off to a military acadamey at Mexico,Missourl. After grad-
uating,he entered the Universlty of Tennessee at Xnoxville,where

he played baseball and football,and gained an abiding interest 1n
physical fitness and sports. Pishing and golf are two of hls
favorites today.

LAY SOHOOL GRADUATE.

Graduated from law school in 1917,he set ‘out to take his bar exam-
ination.He never finished.On the day of the exam,came word that
his applicatlion for a Marine Corps commission was approved.He
walked out of the hall and never went back.After World War 1,

Oates went through the usual schools for professional officers,

and met and married Jane McIllhenny of Washington. They have two
children,a son,0lifton B.Cates Je.,who is Lieutenant Commander in
the Navy,and a daughter,Anne,wife of Marine Lt.Joseph M.Hilbish Jr.

\ S



CAPTAIN DONALD FRANCIS DUNCAN

Donald Francis Duncan, was born in Kansas City in 1883,
Moved to St. Joseph, Missouri, while a small boy. Educated in
St. Joseph public schools and attended Central High scﬁool and
later Culver Military Academy, Culver, Indiana. Upon completion
of his courses in Culver, he was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant
in the marines, 6 January 1909, During his service had been
stationed at various points in the United States, in Nicaragua,
Guam, Panama, and off the coast of Mexico. He saw active service
when the Marines were landed to restore order duting the Nicar-
aguan revolution, and while trouble was brewing with Mexico,
he was on board a vessel just off the Mexican coast. Tt was
while stationed in Guam about 1916, that he was advanced to rank

of Captain.




CoOPY

FRIEND TELLS HOW
CAPT. DUNCAN DIED

Sergt. A. Sheridan, Local Boy, Was
Wounded Trying to Save Him.

How Capt. Donald F. Duncan fell in battle, and how he was
wounded trying to save him, is told in a letter from Sergt.
Aloysius Sheridan. 416 Souﬁh Twelfth Streét. Sheridaﬂ wés one
of a party which cérried the wounded captain off the field, only
to be killed by a shell from the Boche guns. Sheridan was the
only one who escaped, and he was overcome by gas fumes, and was
blind for seventy-two hours, also losing the use of his voice
temporarily. Duncan was the son of Capt.'and Mrs., John A. Duncan.
1027 Messanie Street. '

The Ninety-sixth company of the Sixth Marines, led by Capt.
Duncan, went "over the top" June 6, says Sheridan in‘his letter,
written from a hospital behind the lines.. Captain Duncan, smoking
a pipe with marked coolness under firé,.Was cheering his men
forward, when several vyards from the trenches he fell, his
dbdomen pierced by a rifle ball.

Sergeant Sheridan, énother sergeént, 8 doctor and a member of
the field hospital staff, carried the captain from the field into
a wood, which was immediately located by the Germans, who turned
their eight-inch guns on it. A shell exploded within a few feet
of the party, killing all but Sheridan.

News' of Captain Duncan's death came here through an Asscciated
Press dispatch about ten days after his death. Later bunqan's
chief wired his condolences to .the captain's family, praising

Duncan's intrepidity. Duncan was in line for promotion at the



COoOPY , |

THE SHOCK OF WAR IN ST. JOSEPH.

The death of Capt. Donald F. Duncan, who is.reported to have.
been killed in action in today's casuality list of marines in
France, is the most conspicuous shock of war that St. Jbéeph has
had up to this time. Captain Duncan beloﬁged to a distinguished
St. Joseph family. His grandfather, Fredérick W. Smith, was
associated with Joseph Robidoux in fashioning the primitive
outlines of the present city of St. Jbséph and was the original
town's first postmaster. Captain Duncan was a particularly high
type of young man--earnest, modest, brave and chivalrous, and
entirely devoted in his profeséion. His name will be distinguished
upon the pages of history that récords the glorious performances
of the American marines in France.

The death of Captain Duncan, as the death or wounding of
every other man who has gone from this community into his country's
service, no matter in what degree, brings home the grim aétuality
of the war. And we must steel ourselves to expect these things.
We cannot hope to escape the sorrows that are inevitable in a
great adventure like this. We must learn to give courageous
sympathy to each other, for there are few indeed who are without
kinsmen or close friends in the service, and bad news may come
to any and to all of us at any moment. But patriotic pride of
those who yield their lives upon the field of honor,‘and deter-
mination to support the war at home, must master tende:ness, for

we are face to face with a condition that demands heroic forti-



The "Vedette" is the Culver Academy newspaper--a weekly./ -

Vedette, July 13, 1918.
DUNCAN, C. M. A. '07, DIES IN SERVICE

Captain Donald F. Duncan, U.S.M.C. was reported killed in
action in the casualty lists given out on June 15. The same list
announced the serious wounding of C. I. Murray, first lieutenant

U.S.M.C. and the best known member of the class of 1917.

Duncan was the captain of D Company in his last year at Culver
and his nickname of "Napoleon" bore witness to his success as a
strategist in the mimic battles which the battalion of that year
waged over the hills and in the woods about Lake Maxinkuckee.
The following account of his career is taken from the News-Press

of his home ciﬁy, St. Joseph, Mo.:

Capt. Duncan's unit went into action ten days ago, the family
believes, on the Chateau Thierry front. ‘A young lieutenant known
to be serving in the same unit was mentioned in dispatches a little
more than a week ago, and the family since then had been anxiously

waiting news of the battle from Paris.

The last message received from Capt. Duncan was a service
postcard which came early this week, marked to show that he was
well at that time and had received the letter of recent date from

home.

The marines have been brilliantly distinguishing the service
before Paris since American forces went into action, and numerous

tales of individual heroism have been passed by the censors.
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July 3rd, 1918.

Mr. J. A. Duncan,
715 Edmonds St.,
St. Joseph, Mo.

My dear Mr, Duncan:

The Army and Navy Journal of June 29th mentions
that Donald was seriously wounded in a recent engagement.
I have other official notices that Donald died as a result
of these wounds. The statement in the Army and Navy Jour-
nal says, "He showed great courage and leadership against
tremendous odds and though he was shot through the arms,
one arm being broken, gained his objective.

The above notation is characteristic of the
Donald Duncan whom we knew and loved. His memory at Cul-
ver has been kept more alive than the average cadet be-
cause of the esteem in which he was held here and also

because his old roommate, Captain Elliott, had spoken
very often of Donald.

I am writing to express the deep sympathy that
all of us feel for the household of Donald.

Sincerely yours,

Acting Superintendent.

excerpt from
Capt. Duncan's year book, the Roll Call.

Donald Francis Duncan, St. Joseph, Mo. essso "Dunk"
"So over violent, or over civil,

That every man with him was God or Devil."

k5
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Weedon E.‘DOnborne, ‘Dental Surgeon
United States Navy.

Date of Birth—Chicago, Ili., November
13, 1892,

Permanent Resldence—28 South La-

Salle Strest, Chicago, I, care A. M:.

Johnson. .
Name and address of nearest relative
or friendi—Elizabeth Oshorne, sister,
4427 Raclne Avenue, Chicago, 11l.; Whea-
ton College, Wheaton, Ill,
Dental College—Northwestern Univer-
sity, Class 1915.

Examined at the National Medical
' w1
Py at 27 School, April 23, 1917.
w cie -/%444&"*7
é R‘/ Dhtlen——Navy Yard, Boston, Mass,

"June 5, 1917, to December 13, 1917, U. 8.
8. Alabama, Dec. 13, 1917, to March 30,
1918, March 30, 1918, ordered to report
to the commanding officer of the 6th Reg-
iment of Marines, with the American Ex-
peditional Force in France, and was serv-
ing with this regiment at the time of
his death, June 6, 1915,

Osborne, who had been with the ma-
rines at the front only a fow days when
the action at Bourésches took place, went
into the zone of fire time and again to
rescue wounded, He went to the aid of
and helped to carry Cgptsln Donald F.
Duncan to a place of.safety, when that
officer was wounded, and had almost
reached it when a rhell struck, killing

95 b, 4 RRL

both Osborne and the oflicer. In repar.
ing his death, his commanding oflicor A\‘(b
wrote: -
"Having joined this. regiment bu
tew days before, and new to the servicg,
he displayed herolsm worthy of -itg beat
traditions.”
The distingulshed service was posthy.
mously awarded Déntal SBurgeon Wealon
E. Osborne by the Commander in Chief
ot the Expeditlonary Forces In France "
with the following notation in official’
orders:
“Dental Burgeon Weedon E. Osborne,
United States Na;\jy, during the advancs
on Bouresches, France, on June 6, 1918,

Commissioned—May 8, 1917, /&f, "/'4)at great rlak of life, performed heroic

deeds in alding the wounded: He was
struck by a. shell while carrying an
officer to & place of salety.”

Dr. Osborne was the first officer of the
Navy Dentdl Corps to be killed in actlon.
Just previous to his joining the Navy as
& dental officer, he had been conncctel
‘with the teaching ataft of the ‘Denver
University, Denver, Colo. He was of
sleight bufld, nervous temperament,
bright, forceful, energetic and of symps-
thetic and lovable disposition.

Casualty Cablegram 185, July 9, 1918

Oshorne, Woedon E, Dental Surgevn.
U. 8. Navy, Attached 6th Regiment of
Marines, Killed in action June §, 1918,

Respectfully submitted,

EMORY A, BRYANT, Committee.
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GEORGE B, LOCKHART -

Pirst Lieutenant 96th Company, 6th Regiment,2nd Division

From Glenn Allen,Virginia
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BVANS SPALDING,

Born,Brookline,Mass,January 2,1893. Son of FrancisRollin Spalding
and Mary Evans Spalding. : Lo
Prepared at: Noble & Greenough-achool,Boston, Mags.,
Harvard University 1911-1914, ,

Married Marion Hubbard .Holt,Lake Forest,Ill. Sept 11,1926.
World War 1: 2nd.Lieutenant to Captain : o
Re-commissioned Captain in W.W.2,Pebruary 1942 and shortly after
promoted to Major. 1943--45 0.0.0f 8gt's school Marine Aviation in
Poledo and SanDiego. 0.0.of Marine Air warning group 2,San Diego.
Held the ramk of Lt.Colonel when he ‘died,December 15,1957, :
He suffered a heart attack while rlaying badminton.

Transfered out of the 96th Gompany befofe embarkation,

3



X Xilled or died of wounds - 52
/ Wounded or gassed- 188,52 wounded twice,
@ Eot wounded or gassed =15,

96th Company,6th Regiment.

1l Pebrusry 1918

The originsl Qompany

Gaptain,
Duncan, Donald F, X

Pirst Lieutenants

bertgon, James F. //
Lockha:t G@orge B.

Second Lieutenants
Cates,Clifvon B.//
Brailsford, Thomas R, X
BowlingsJohn D. //

Fowier‘Edward G.n-
Morrey,Willard I. //
Stockhan,Pred W, X

Sergeants.

anderson, Harry W. X
Athenour,Aime,P. /
Barnett, Maurice E,Jr. /X
Edwards,claude c./
Johanningmeier, Ollie,H X
Kelly, John H. /
Langston, Itby F. /
Miller ,Harry /X
OJ@rholngEric Woe wm
Sanfberg,Oarl G./
Seibert,William R.Jr./
Sh@ridan, Aloysius p. /
Strand,Walter H. X

Whi te, George Le///
Wolf,EﬁneBt W

dorporals,
Babeoock, Samuel B, /
Brooks, Glrard /
Oale, Harrison /
Call,Gsorge / X

Gergorals (cont'd.)
Christensen,George G. X
Qook, Pred 0. /
Dorrell,John L. / X
Dowling, Edward P. /
Finn,James M,
Fleischer, George///
Gardner,fames E,
Hansen, Hans -

‘Hodges,Robert R.

Totte,Charles V. /
Kelly,William A. /
McKendry,Harry I //
Moore,Noyes V.
Moreland,Oscar E. //
Orgo, Thomas e
Powell, Harold /
Price,Arliynn M. /
Steinberg, Julius //
Stephenson,Lyle G. /
Stites,Joseph 6./
Sublette, Sherman T. /
Thomas, Robert F., /
Tooper,Ben A. / X
Tubb, Reagan /

Ward, Peter 0. //
Wilband,Seward E. /
williams, Stanley R. //
Witzig,John J. /
Worth, Harry A. /.

Trumpeter,
Ooe,gharIes g. X
Privates.
Adams,Monroe B.//
Akers,Homer J.
Anderson, Earle O.//_
Armstead, Earl A.
Arnesen, Arthur E. //
Bailey,lLarkin ==
Baker, Glen W.B. /
Baker, John L. /

z3Z



ORIGINAL COMPANY GONT'D

~ Marshall,Ashley R, /
Martin,Patrick J,./
Mason,Leo W. /
Mattingly,Barak T. /
Matthews,John Y,Jr. /
McArthur,George//
McCabe, Vincent
McOrumb, Barl E, /
McGinonig, James H. /
MeGrath,John J, X
McIntosh,Sidney X
MoKinney,Jamnes A, /
McMullin,williem R, /
Metcalfe,James H. X
Miller,John T, /
Miller,Roy M. /
Morrison,Ghauncey F, /
Mott,Richard J. /
Parham,Philip T, ;/
Parker,George 1. o
Patton,Robert G, -/
Penny,John F., /
Peterson,Lawrence 0,/ X
Petri,Charles E./
Phalen,James E, / X
Phoenix,James W, /
Pickel,Edward 0. /
Proost, James J./
Pruitt,Walter 4, /
Radeliffe,Willlam A, X
Raymond ,Harry F. X
Read,Bridges A, /

Relehenberger,Peter J, --

Rice,Albert R, /
Robgkowskl,Stanley S, /
Roll,Matthias J./;/
Romans,Alvin T, ‘
Rose,Raymond /
Sarver,Lee R, X
Schettler, Lawrence /
Schiepe, Joseph H.‘//
Scott,Harry B.Jr.
Searfoss,Lloyd A. //
Seik,Edgar A, // .
Sellards,Carl M., /
Shan,Joe B, / ’
Shaw,Ivén W, //

Sherman,Anthony M. X
Siegfried,Prank E., -«
Sokoll,Irwin W. o

' Steele,John M.

Steup,Walter P. /
Stewart, Thomas L., /
Stinson, John W, /
Streeter,Ray -~
Sullivan,Charles /
Sutton,William A. //
Thorpe,Ola A. /
Ti1ling,Clarence M. ./
Turner,Ben T, //
Turngren,Gust A.Jr. X
Wade,Mark W, /
Walburn,Alfred 0, / X
Walne,Ratcliff W. /
Waples,Gerald V./
Waters,Frank H, //
Webber,Richard R, /
Wehrle,Walter /
Welsmantel,Qlarence /
Welbon, James M. /o
Wendel,Harry A, X
Wilson,William /
Wiltshire,George --
Woods,Wilbur A, /
Wuetterich,Albert /
Yockey,PFloyd L, /
Zacheisz,Dillman W, /



OPPICERS OF PHE 964%h OOMPANY
SIETH BEGIMENT, MARINES .

«B.P,

OFFIOERS DURING THE PERIOD
Oaptaing Army Officers gttached to 96th
omganz, .

Oates,0lifton B, #s//
Duncen, Donald P, X
Greens ,Kirt X

Woodworth, Wethered ## //

Fitstﬁé@euten&nﬁa

Bowling,John D, ## //
Dugne,Robert L & /
Kilduf?, pavid R, X
Logkhezt,George B.#/
Robertson,James P, ##//

Sepond Lieutenants

Barneti,Maurice M.% ¢ / X
Brailsford, Thomag R, X

Second Lieutenants.
=mont qheuvenants

Harris, Edward ﬁ.

- Johnson,¥m. P,

Priece,0.9.
Page,Donald p. # /

Catts,Calvin I, X

Additional 0fficers in 96th

Qompany., After the Armistice,
Oaptain '

Adams,James P, #

Orandall,Jjesse 1.
Dalton,Charies P. ;/
Frits,Bernard I,, #
Govdde,Henly ¥, -
Groyson,Joseph 0, #% //
Hepson,Herbert
Kane,Barney J, @/
MeGlelland, James J, OJerholm,Erick W, %
Ogden, Paul g, Orgo, fhomas ¢
Bellery,Alfred J.%% / Satterfield, James H,
X
/

Second ILieutenants.
N

Day,Richard R,
Driver,Garston ¥,
Lacey, Joseph

Strand,Walter H. Sayers,Harold J.
laylor,Ben L., % & , Stewart,John A,
fhoma,Oharles G, Turpin,Chas.S. # /
Wingo,Douglas P, Wert,Thos.R, #/
Wopth,Harry A, % & / , o

Totels '42 == 7 Killed -- 22 Wounded ( 6 wounded twice )
B o Wounded in action : '

£« Killed in action or died of wounds, -

4 &.8erved in 96th Oompany as énlisted men,during 5 Peb, - 11 Hov,‘
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Bage 3

Enlisted men of the 96tn Go.,

Daniel,Frank I,
Darden,Andrew E,
Daugherty,dlarence %, /
Daugherty, Prank M, /
Davegac,Alexander 8.
Davidson, Bphriam H.
DaviagTeaaley X
Davis, Troy

Dean, James L. X
@@atongﬁeﬁinley X
Deeker,Bigar A, /
Decker,Peter @, /
Deenn, Bdward N,
DeSouga,Louis Edward X
Devault,fecil M.
Devereux,Willism §, /
Devipe,John R, /
beVog,Burnell H,
Dickson,George H, /
Dicketein, Jacob
Dodd,Ward D, /
Doremug, Pom, O,
Dorrell,Jonn I, X
Douglass,(larence H, /
Dowling, Rdward B, /
Dréxler,John g,
Duhig,daro1d B, /
Dunlavey,Herbert D, X
Dunn, Bd M,

Junn, Glenn 0,
Dunton,Harold ¢, /
Dunton, Orley M, /
Durbin, Rgymond ¥,
Burwin,John »,
Zames,Raymond R, X
Zast,CGheetle B, X
‘Bdlander, Oharles //
Bdvards,Glaude ¢,
Brdman, Ford B, ¥
Irtman, Vincent A,
Peltz, Thonas
Pesenfeldt,Roger J, /
Piny,James 3, x :
Flite,Robert P,
Fleischer,George /
Plynn,Nicholas @,
Porney, Thaddeus, e,
Porrest, John I,
Poster, Porrest /
Fowler, Bdward 0, /
Pox,William g,
Praderick,¥illiem L.
Preiman,Curtis H,
?rem@hgédalphus B.
@arri@@ngB@mJ&min B.
Gardner, James B, /

6th Marines. 5 Peb, - 11 yov. 1918,

Garrett, Thonag B.dr. X
Garvey,James D,
Gerhard,Fred.J, /
Gerhard, Ernesgt Jd. X

Gleagon,John ¥, ér, X

: Glenn,rhomas ¥.

Gloudeman,eeorge L.
Glunz, Prank T.
Gonz,Joseph H,Jp, /
Gorrell,Charles /
Gosesky, Anthony g, /
Graham,Oharles D. X
Graham, Payl E / ‘
Gregg, John :
Greenburg, Jogepn §, /
Grober, Biward 4, X
Grimes,Oscar -
Guerry, Theodore L. %
Guthrie,John B, Jr, /-
Hasg,Brie ®,
Hale,Arthur L.
11,Hugh R
Hall,Virgil w,
Hammon,Aubry 4, X
Hangen, Hang :
Hanson,Raymond
Hanson,Raymond.w.»
Hardin,Maurice g, /
Harper,Milton ds X
Harrington,ceor e D,
Hartgell, Omar .
Haws,Edward H.
yes,0lemence
Hehl, Lambert g, /-
Heidelberg,James S. -
Heinemann,Willien g, /
Hendley,Joseph R.
Henretty,ﬁrthur L.
Henry,Oecil E.G. X
Eensley;John Wolio
Hess,Harry Jd. X
Hilgendorf,Robert A.
Hines, 0liver 0.
Hodges, Robery R. X
Hoffman, Arthup P,
Hogwood, Jessie de
Holdman,Jonn x
Holm, Enogh :
Holzheimer,August'w.
Hooton,Peter,E. ‘
Hopking, Bdwarq g, /
Hopping,William y, /
Hoppkins,Ardhie«
Horn, Louis
Howard,Max R,
Hubbell, Preq D. -
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Pnlisted men of the 96th Go,6th Marines. 5 Peb==11 Nov, 1918

Moreland,Oscar B. /
Morrey,Willard I. //
Morrison,Cheuncey P, /
Mott,Richard James
Murrey,Edward R, X
Nelley,Roscoe B,
Neary,Raymond J. /
Negvill,Ohanmp @.
Needhan;¥William H.
Neilson,;John W.T.
Neumann,Lawrence M.
Newton,Watson P.
Night,John,
Nippell,George D. /
Noiman, Bdward 0,
Novak,Stanley 7%,
Nutting,lLester H. X
O'brien;Janes A, X
0Jjerholm,Eric W. /
Oliver,Bdward ¥.

Orgo, Thomas

Osborn, Homer B.

Oster, Bdgar A,

Ottesen; Theodore W,
Pglmer,Robert S.
Parhem,Philip T, //
Parker,George T,

. Parks,Charles 8o
Parkton; 0tis H, X
"Parson,Fels B,
Patton,Robert G. /
Pearey, Luther B,
Penney,John Joseph /
Perry;Cavl J.
Peters,Hovert H,
Peterson,lawrence 0 X
Petergon,Martin X
Peterson; Swen H,
Potel,Oharles B,
Phalen,Janes X,
Phoenix, Jemes W.
Plekerd,Henry R. -
Plokel,Biward 0.
Pinchard,Paul ¥.
Powell,Harold /
Preston,George D.
Price,Aifred W, /
Preifer,Albert M.///
Price,Ariynn M,
Prohasks ,Fravk B, X
Proogt, Janes J.
Prultt,Walter A /
Pueke t4,Milburne G,
Pummill  Williem B, X
Quirk,Bdwin 2,

~ \\N‘N\\

Badeliffe ,Williem H., X

“aodel,William H,

Ranage,¥Willian %,
Ravance,Sigvart F.
Raymond,Harry P. X
Read,Bridges A, /
Reagan,James P.
‘Redd,Hoit 0.
Reeves,John L,
Reeves,Roy W.. /
Reeves,Walter B, :
Relchenberger,Peter J.
Bhodes,Robert M,
Rice,Albert R, /.
Rice,Thomas 1),
Richards,Harry 0.
Bike,Willism O,
Robakowski,Stanley §.
Roberts,Claude A, X
Robinson,Richard L.
Robinson,fonie L. X

Roll,Matthias J. //
Romans,Alvin 7.
Roscoe,Henry K,
Roslo,Willian J.
Roskind,David
Ross,Raymond
Rott,0harles R.
Rourke,Joseph A,
Rowland,William G.
Roy,Charles H.
Rush,John A, ’
Sacks,Williem L., /
Sandmeyer,Paul 0.
Sangberg,Carl 6. /
Barter,Bdward A,
Sarver,lee R, X
Satterfield,James H,
Savage,Joseph M.
Sagyers,Harold J.
Schad,Leon @.
Schaefer,Roy J. X
Schaffer,Edward P,
Schettler,Lawrence /
S8chindley,Kenneth J.
Schlimme, Thomas
Schrier,Oscar 7.
Schuermenn,Harry W,
Schutte,Pred @.
Sohwepe,Joseph H.
Schwing,Adrian W,
Scutt,Ernést 0.
Scott,Harry B. dJr. /
SBO'Bt,G_erald 0- . '
Seabright,Prederick 0.
SJearfoss,Lloyd A.

/

/

/

Beibert,¥illiem R, Jr, /

felk,Bdgar 0.
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Vale,Archie X.
VanQleve Andrew J. X .
VanSkiver George 0.
Vanwey,Roy E.
-‘VanZand+t;, Roy P.
Vaughan,Eugene Re X
Vegel,James X
Videan,0larence W.

- VanDesacke,Pred J., /
-YonGlahn, Herman X
Wade,Matk W. /
Waering,Henry G.-
Wagner,Prank H,
Wagner,Paul E,
‘wagonergnarwin B.
Walburn,Alfred 0. X
Waldron,Leo B.
Walls,Howard J.
Walne,Ratliff W.
Walter Elmo J.
Wampach Wilfred A.
Waples.Gerald /
Ward,Peter C.
Washington George T.dr.
Waters, Frank
Waison,John H. X
Watts.Oyril Jo
Weatherred, Jerome
Weaver,Olarence H,
Weaver,William A.
‘Webber,Richard R.
Webster,Charles A, X
Wedell,ueorge M.
Wehrle,Walter /
Weismantel Olarence G.
Weltz,John 0. X
Welbon, James M. /
Weldon Roy L, X
Welter,Clayton W.
Wendel,HRarry A. X
Werden,Edmond 0.
Weston Albert We [/
Wheeler, Charles H.

. Whipple,Thomas
White, Garl Fo .
White,George L. ./
Whilte,Gerald J.
White,Orville D.
White,Walter W
Wiggins,John D, =
Wilband,Seward E. /

‘Wilczewskl,Joseph J.

Williams, carl 0. X
Williams,Oharles P. X

" Williams,Claude 0.

Williams,nverett
Willlams,Jack :
Williams,Jessle M,

' Wllliams John R.

Williams,lee 7. /

. ¥illiams,Stanlay R, /
"Williamson,Elmer A,

Hilscn,William
Wiltshire,George /
Witzig,John J. /

- Wojchowski,Peter B.

Wolf, Ernest W.
Wolf,Prank L.
Woodhouse Charles

Woodman, Dexter E. £

Yoodman ,Philip B,
Woods,wilbur A. /
Wringer, Jerome J.
Worth,Harry A,
Wuetterich,Albert /
Yockey,Floyd L. /

" Young,John A.

Zacheisz,Dillman W, /
Zeigler, DeWitt ' :
Zinmer,William A,
ZImmerman ,John
21nkew1oh Joseph ¥.

Ny



E@;@onncl who were members of <he 96uh @ompany,Sixth
Regiment,Marines,prior %o the CJompany's Embarkation

for France.

Lst.Dieut.8paulding, Evans
Ashton,Bayard
Barton,Willian L.
Besch,Frank W.
Bradley,Daniel A.
Brown,Glenn V.
Budde ;Harry H.
Burton,Charles E.
Chandler,Wendell F.
Gondit,0harles P,
Oonrad ,Anos 4.
Corbet,Johni R, Jr,
Cralg,Robert X,
Daniels,Brnest B,

" Davisg,Oarlton B,
Bagleston,Liuther
Poxworthy,Paul
Fulecoxd,Robert G,
Gaebe , Theodore ¥.
Gaston,Ben jamin H.
Gibbe, Aﬁd@ll _
Eamill William N. .
Hayes, Danlel W

Henning,Oren J.
Hobbs,dJames W.
Holden Harold §.
Jayko, Anthony A,
Kopp,Otto C. '
Lankins,;0arroll A.
Luther,Sam Co
Marron, Theodors Q.
KceConnell, Gus R.
Mooney,0larence E.
Pgeno,Harvie L.
Poulsen,Christen
Saunders,Albert G.
Sechneider,Leo D,

- Beasengood,John Charles

Sprague,Louis M.
Stafford,Joseph”
Toole,James W, : -
Vitatoe,Robert =
Walters,Lawrence P,
Wiest,William Py
Wilson,Grady P' ' -

Perg@mmel wHo were members of the 96th Gbmpany Sixth
- Regim@nt Marines after the’ Armisﬁice.“'. '

&k@rg Bruece Fo
Allaa Glarence E,
Als%@?mh Gharles W,
AltorAersﬁﬁward ,
Anderson,Bernard
Avrickgmax o
Bell,Roy 'B.
Bobbs,Jennings B,
Born,Albery M.
Brownfield,Okey B,
Calhoun,Pred J.
Carter,fharlie. 3,
Cothoaws, Mai¥ille JJ.
Church,Milan D,
‘Coffman,Howard G,
Oross,Dslimer H,
Grockett,¥illian E.
Oronin,Michaal, P,
Bavenport,George
Day,Roy A, '
Dibble,Emerson P.
Donlon,Blmer P.
Emme tt,00rnellous
Btgeon, George J.

Failding,@eorge F,

Plddyment, Benjamin 0.

Field,John A,
Frier.challis B.-‘«
Gent,0liver O, .+ -
Grahsm, Prederick M.
Grapentrin,ﬁarry La
Grogs,0arl R.. o
Hardy,Elby Ro
Harting,Henry W.
Helney,Harvey H.

. Hendrickson, Dale H.
"Herdle,Albert E..

Holmes, Joseph 0.
Hooser,William E.
Houser,Bernard ¥.
Howser,Claude M.
Houser,Bdwin R.
Hubbell Pred D.
Hughes, John B,
Huna,Anthony -
Inch,Richard 4.
Jackson, Russell H,
James, George P.

A4



* THE 96th COMPANY HAS MADE A RECORD SHOOND TO NONE IN THE
AMERIOAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES. SIXTY FIVE (65) DECORATIONS WERE |

~~ AWARDED BY THE AMERIOANS AND FRENGCH T0 ITS MEMBERS, NUMEROUS

FEATS OF EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM WERE PERFORMED WHICH WERE NEVER .
RECOGNIZED BY AWARDS OR OITATION. THE 6th REGIMENT REOEIVED THREE
(3)OITATIONS IN FRENCH ARMY ORDERS , WHIOH ENTITLED ELOH HAN WHO

E PARTIOIPATED IN ANY TWO OF !HESE OPERATIONS TO WEAR THE FRENOH

FOURAGERRE IN THE COLORS OF THE CROIX -DE-GUERRE

B COMPANY LOST ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY ONE {131) MEN
KILLED OR DIED OF WOUNDS,AND FOUR HUNDRED AND NINETY ONE (491)
WOUNDED AND GASSED IN ACTION - OVER THREE HUNDRED (300) PERGENT
‘OF THE COMBAT STRENGTH OF THE OOMPANY. |

IT HAD ITS PART,AND A GLORIOUS PART IT WAS. THERE IS GLORY
ENOUGH FOR ALL, AND EAOH MIMBER OAN ALWAYS KNOW THAT HE BELONGED
T0 ONE OF THE BEST OOMPANIES IN PRANOE; AND NO GREATER OOMPLIMENT
OAN BE PAID THAN 10 SAY 70 EAOH MAN OF THz 96th. COMPANY,
“WELL DONEY




HISTORY
OF THEB
96th GOMPANY, 2nd BATTALION,6th REGIMENT,
UNITED STATES MARINE OORPS. :
A‘ EOFO

August 28th 1917,

Organized at U.S.Marine Corps Barracks,Quantico,Virginia,
The following named officers were agsigned:Oaptain Donald PF.Dunoan, -
commanding officer; lst Lieutentents James P.Robertson,George D.
Lockhart,2nd.Lieutenants Bvans S.Spaulding,0lifton B.Cates and
John D.Bowling. Prior to departure over-ssas 2nd.Lieut. Evans Spaulding
was transfered to another company and 2nd.Lleut. Thomas R,Brailsford
was essigned to £i1l the vacancy. ‘ : '

August 29th 1917 ,40 January 18,1918

The task of organizing,equipping and training the company was
undertaken, Non-commissioned officers were appointed,arms and equip-
ment were drawn and issued and a through training was given in close
orderi@iill ,manual of arms,extended order,machine gun instruction,
bayonet drill,dummy hand grenedes,rifle range practice, trench digging,
trench warfare,combat drills and the basic prineciples and funda-
mentels of modern warfare. A very cold and severe winter was over-
come and an intensive training program was completed.

Januéry 19th, 1918

Boarded treins for Philadelphia,Pa.,where the 2nd Battalion,6th
Regiment,embarked on board the U.S.5.Henderson,

danuary 20th %o Pebruary 5th,10

Salled from Philadelphia on the 20th of January and proceeded to
Staten Island,near New York Olty,where the coavoy was assembled,
salled from there on January 24th,in oconvoy with four other transporis
and one battleship. Eight desgtroyers met the convoy outslide of the
submarine gone and escorted it into St.Nazalre,Prance,arriving the
morning of Pebruary 5th. With the exceptlion of routine drills,sub-
marine watches,end a very rough voyage the trip was uneventful, On
arriving in France,the 2nd Battalion was assigned to the 4th Brigede.

February 8th to 10th,19181

Disembarked on February 8th and entralsned for the Vosges,a
training area,arriving at Damblain on February. 10th. Upon arriving
in France the 96th Gompany,2nd Battalion,6th Regiment,U.S.M.0., was
asslgned to the 4th Brigade,2nd Division,A,E.P.

Jebruary 11 %o March 16th 1918;

Hiked %o training area at Bleavincourt on the 1lth,where furthup

training was received in modern trench warfare. Helme fs
and combat equipment issued, ' v »gag masks



dune 1 to 5_con't.: morning the 96th company was relieved by
two companies of the lst Battalion,23rd Infantry,

June 6 to 9: The morning of the 6th,the 96%h company moved to a
poslitlon la the northwest corner of the Boisz des Glerembouts,near
la Cense Farm,in a close support position,relieving the lst.
Battalion-6th Reg. During the day the members of the company cone
structed rusiic crosses and fences around the graves of the men
who had made the supreme sacrifice. v ,
The 96th company received orders about 4330 P.M. that an attack
was to begin at 5.00 P.M. on Belleau Woods and Bouresches. The
rd Battalion,6th Regiment,was to attack on the right and the 2nd
Battalion was to conform to thelr movements. Later the sbove order
was modified and it stated that if necesgary the left Companies of
the 2nd.Battalion would be used. The 96th Uompany was assigned as
the left flank company of the Battalion,as the leading company.
The company immediately moved into position and the advance started.
Soon after the attack was begun,0aptain Duncan and 1lst Sergeant
Sissler were killed and Lieutenant Bowling was wounded :casualties
among the men were very heavy. Lieutenant Brailsford,who was on
detached duty as a 1iaison officer with the 6th Machine Gun Battale
lon,was also killed soon after the attack started. 1lst Lieutenant
Robertson taking command continued the advance with the gompany
toward Bouresches., The organization (3rd Battalion) that was supp-
ogsed to take the town failed to do so; the 96th Company therefore
atbacked and captured it. (caught them right at meal time) The
attack was made over an open wheat field with no connections on
either flank. Terrific machine gun fire from Belleau Woods and
Bouresches caused the company over fifty percent.casualties, .
Ileutenant Cates was knocked unconscious by a machine-gun bullet
hitting him on the helmet. (Jack Sheridan doused him with a bottle
of champayne,that he had carried for so long) but later continued
on into town with a few wen. Soon afterwards,contact was mads with
Lieutenant Robertson,who had entered thw western part of town,and
he turned the few men that he had left over to Lieutensnt Oates,
who proecesded %0 clean out the town,while lst Lieutenant Robertson
went to the rear to get reinforcements. Affer the town WaS oomp-
letely mopped up,only twenty-one (21) men remained to hold it.
Lucklily,no counter attack was made before reinforcements arrived.
At 1345 A.M. a few -2nd Division Engineers ceme in, Oune prisioner
and one machine gun was captured in Bouresches. It was for the
capture and holding of the town of Bouresches by the 96th Company,
that the 4th Brigade was clted by the Prench and American in
General Orders, Bouresches had been captured from the French on ‘
June 2 by the 10th German I.D. one of the German's finest divisions,
and 1t was defended by the 7th and 8th Companies,398th German
Regiment. Many acts of heorism were recorded this day,and num-
erous Croizx-de-Guere and Distinguished Service Orosses were awarded
4o the men and officers of the 96th Company,for this operation.
While in Bouresches,the 96th Company lost 1ts only prisioner of war,
an ambulance containing Private A.Cunninghswm became lost and drove
into the enemy's lines. On June 8th replacements were sent into
Bouresches to strengthen the badly depleted company. Soon after
they arrived a strong enemy attack was broken up., The 96th Company
was relleved the nlght of June 9=10 by a unit of the 3rd Battalion,
%h Regiment and i1t marched to a support pesition in the woods
south of Rue Gobert at Lsa Mon Blanche,

= Fe



June 27 %o July
a positlon east
the second position un
On July 9,the command

Divieion, the 2nd Divis
the new enemy offensiv

18

3(con't) .
8H le Guery and occupied a defensive line in

t41 the night of the 9/10. ‘

of the 2nd Division area passed to the 26th
lon being held in resezrve by the Prench, as
€ was expected at any time,

i



OITED IN  ARMY ORDERS.

The 4th American Brigade under command of
Brigadier General James G.Harbord,composed ofs

The 5th Regt.of Marines under command of
- Colonel Wendell O.Neville;
The 6th Regt.of Marines under command of
Oolonel Albertus W.0atling
The 6th Machine Gun Battalion under command of
! Me Jor Bdward W.Oole;

Wag thrown in full battle on a front violently attacked by the
enemny. Immediately asserted Ltself as a unit of first order.On 1ts
very entry on the fighting line,broke down,together with the French
troops,a violent attack by the enemy on an important part of the
pogition,and began on its own account,s series of offensive opera-
tions, thanks to the brillant courage, the vigor,spirit and tenacity
of i%s men who overcame all hardships and losses; thanks to the
activity and energy of its officers,and thanks also 4o the personsl
actlon of 1ts chlef, General J.Harbord, the 4th Brigade found its
efforts crowned with success. In well co=ordinated action its 2
regiments and machine gun battalion realized, _fter 12 days of lne-
cessant flghting (from the 2nd to the 13th of June 1918) on a very
difficult terrain, an advance varyilng from 1200 to 2000 metres, on
a front of 4 kilometers,capturing a large emount of material, taking
more than 500 prisoners,inflicting on the eneny considerable losses,
and capiuring 2 objectives of first importence; the village of
Bouresches and Belleau Wood.

(Order no,10805 "p¥)
At Great General Headquarters,October 22,1918.

Thg Commanding General-in-Ohief

(signed) Petain

ES



A% Great General Headquarters, 0ct,25,1918,
Lhe Commanding GeneraleinOhief
(Signed) PETAIN,

duly 20 to Auz 8 1918; After being relieved the night of July 19/20,
the company marched through Vierzy,which had been heavily shelled -
with mustard gas, then on to a position in support in the woods hear
Greenleaf Farm., The next day another move to the resr was made in

- order to escape the falling limbs from the trees that had beeid badly
shot to pleces by the American and enemy artillery. After resting
1a the woods for three days, the company began a hike to the rear on
the morning of July 24,and four days later,at Nanteuil-leaﬂoudain,
entrained for Nanoy. Another hike was made, to Chavigay,where the
company remained from August 1 to 5,

Bome of the old men who had been wounded retiurned to the oompany
and replacements algo Joined at Chavigny., Hew officers,who had been ‘
former non-commissioned officers of the battalion,returned from school,
The time was spent in regtinggreorganizing and cleaning up. Orders
wWere ragceived %o stand-by to move,and 8t 2500 P.M. on the 5th of
August s hike wag started to Liverdun,where the company stayed that
night and the next dey. On the night of the 6th it moved to Dieulouard,
remaining there uvntil the night of August 7/8. A reconnalssance party
wag sent into Pont-a-Mousson late in the afternoon of the Tth,and the
company was ordered to relieve a company of the 340tn French Regiment
the nighv 0¥ tne 8/9; these orders were carried out witnout inoldent,

Avug.9 to 16 191uvs A support position was taken up by the company in
Pont-a=Mousson until the night of August 16/17. There was practiecally
no -activity ox firing,and the tour of line duty was thourghly

en Joyed, T

Jept 12 0 15: Pield order #27 of the 2nd Division,dated Sept.10,
1918, Described the attack for BSeptl2. The 4th Brigade was to support
the attack of the 3rd Brigade. Zero hour was set at 5500 A.M.,the
barrage to start at 1:00 A.M.The final objective was a line north of
Thiacourt, the high ground between Jaulny gnd Xammes; this was tq be
reached in two days. ' :

In a driving rain the company marched from Bois de lg Raffe and
ook up 1ts popltion gsouth of Liney and Jumpsd off in regerve. The
advance was rapld and by late afternoon the 2nd Division hed resched
ite objective in one day. The 96th company advanced beyond Thiagourt
about 4300 P.¥, and dug in, . o
- On the afternoon of the 13th, the company moved in to a support
position,relieving a company of the 23rd Infantry,This relief vas
sffected by infiltration with harassing enemz fire,but there were
only e few casualties, At 4300 A.M. on the 1 th, the 4th Brigade re-
lieved the 3rd Brlgade,and on the night of the 14th the 96%h oompany
took up & position vecated by the 3rd Battellon,6th Regiment,

A% 3300 A.M, on the 15th,orders were received to take up a position
on the line from the Xemme s-Charey Road eastward to the Bols-dewlg-
Hontague, then to hill 2315, . -
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The barrage started exactly at 5:50 A.M. om October 3,but the
company had received no orders to attack. At 6:00 A.M.a message
from 2nd Battelion Headquarters ordered the attack,and stated that
furthur instructions would follow. The company immediately began
the advance,but the French on the left,did not move forward,and the
fire was terrific from the left flank (The Hook). The barrage was soon
caught up with,and the men hugged 1t closely even ignoring one gun
which was firing shells that hit within the company. The company
advanced through Bois de Somme-Py and on over the orest of Blanc Mont
to the road north of it. Many prisoners,machine-guns,artillery,anti-
tank rifles and much equipment were captured,and a three kilometer
advance was made, '

After forming a line north of the Medeah Parm-Blanc Mont Road,
the company had t0 turn its left flank snd face west,as enemy troops
could be seen moving in behind the left rear. The Prench had not
advanced,and thus the flank was left open,Counter attacks were driven
off with the assistance of one pounders and two French tanks., The
company had suffered casualties totaling more than one hundred (100)
men and three (3) officers within three hours. A line was finally
established just west of the crest of Blanc Mont, running from the
road north of it to a point about three hundred yards south. This
position was held until the night of October 4/5,when the lines were
withdrawm about one hundred yards,so as to allow the artillery to
lay a barrage on enemy strong points on the western edge of Blanc Mont

Farly in the morning of October 5,the 3rd Battallon,6tn Regiment,
attacked through the company and advanced down the slope without
firing a shot or having a casualty. The Sth Regiment had passed through
the6th Regiment on the morning of the 4th,and had proceeded north-
ward toward St.Btienne, ‘ ’

The 6th Regiment recelved orders to advence through the 5th Reg=
lment at 4230 P.M. on October 5, The 2nd Battalion was to lead, and
the 96th Company advanced to support of the 78th Company. Setting
out from a position Just south of the road on Blanc Mont, due north
ancross the St.Btisnne-Somme Py Road,an advance of twelve hundred (1200)
weters was made. The two companies consolidated and formed a line in
the trenches approximately two kilometers northeast of the crest of
Blanc Mont. Heavy machine -gun fire had reduced the two companies to
~ess than eighty (80) men combined.,

Barly in the morning of Oct.6,the 3rd-Battalion of the 6th Reg-
iment passed through the 2nd Battalion,and the 96th Company withdrew
%0 1ts8 former position on the crest of Blanc Mont;where it remained
L support untll relieved by a battalion of the 36th Division on the
nlght of the 10/10. It then hiked to the rear and bivouwacked south
of Somme Py for one day,in Teserve.
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PRANSLATION FROM OFRICIAL GERMAY WAR DAIRY,
JAUROY. ‘ |
October 31918,

8th Day of the Defense.

The night passed guletly with the exception of several
‘8earching shots scattered over the entire divisional area;some
machine gun fire. Own artillery delivered harrassing £ire on
recogniged traffic, roads of approach, village of Souain,Jonchery, .
St.Hilalaire etc.,and successfully engaged two Revolver cannon
within Map Square 2048,

Grzup Order for counter attack group 149th Inf.Regt.,

R &

At 5345 A,M, the divisional obgervation post on the
Sattelberg reports: A most severe bombardment on the entire
fronto . . : "

8515 A.M. 1st Lieut.Richert reports: (he is now in the
dugout of the former divisional command. post on the Blanc Mont)
The enemy is now sitting on top of the Blanc Mont. I can hear -
them talk. IA (Operation Officer) answers:; Hold on as long
a8 pogsible,

8528 A.M., Ia reports to Group Py: Enemy now settled down
on the Blanc Mont. All attacks on our front have been repelled.
No communication at present with the Jager Brigede,seems that
they have withdrawn, anyway,they have been in & second line
dugout on the Mont Blanc)

8230 A M. 1st Lieut.Richert reports; Americans are now
'8itting on top of the command post dugout, they have led off
about one third of our men as prisoners. It is said that right
now aow they again moved off, ,

. (translators note; there follows various unimportant r¢-
ports,ending off with the report that Lisutengnt Richert, all
Staffe of the Long and Glose range groups,one goout officer,

1l Pioneer officer,s number of telephone and wireless operatora,
Uhlans (which were used as runners) etc., have fallen in the
hands of the Americans, The Staff of the Jager Brigade was
fortunate in being able to make its escape at the last moment. )

&
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SYNOPSIS OF THE MEUSE ARCGONNE OFFENSIVE.

The 2nd Division attacked and galned thirty (30) kilometers,
leading all other divisions each day. It executed two daring
feats of warfare: the infantry reglments marched in a column into
the eneny's lines on the night of November 2/3,deployed, cut off
-and captured enemy troops in rear,and thus completely demorslized
the enemy's rear guard action; and on the night of November 10/11,
the Meuse River was crossed by the 5th Marines on foot bridgss laid-
by the engineers,and a line north of the river was established, ‘
Much material and artillery and many machine-guns and Prisgioners
were ecaptured, )
The 96th~00mpany had very few casuslties compared to those

suffered in other operations: three (3) men were killed and forty

40; wounded, but at the time hostilities ceased only thirty-four

34) men of the company remained. One officer,Lieutenant Grayson,
was slightly wounded, On the night of November l,1% began to rain,
and for the rest of the time the men suffered from the rain and
cold; little food was gotten up and it was usually cold. Over ons
hundred (100) men from the company were évacuated from sickness
caused by exposure and physical exhaustion, With the eXception of
fighting the weather, however, this was the easiest operation in which
the 96%h Company had engaged, ‘ ' _

3,1918¢ The Uompany remsined in the woods near Yonesr
until the moraning of November 16. During this period the company:

. The hike began on the morning of Nov.io,and the company was
the point of the 2nd Battalion, which wag the advance guard of the
2nd Division in thet gector,

~ The hike was made through France,legium,Luxemburg and Germany,
wlth stops at the following places: La Ferte.Tintigny,Tontelange,
Erata,EttiebruokgR@isdorngeiglebach,Emmelbaum.?intesfiéld,Gondesbrot,
Gond@lsh@imgﬁillesheim,Dollendorf,Winneraf,Limesdorf,Niederbreisig,
and Rheinbrohl.

The Rhine River wasg crossed on the morning of Dec.13 and the

96th Company went into billetts at Rheinbrohl, .

afficers and men who had been wounded returned from the hospitals,
.1 March a de tachment of about thirty was returned to the United State



OFFICAL O?Emfﬁogs AND GASUALTIES REPORT
‘0f The |
96th OOMPANY,2nd BATTALION,G6th REGIMENT,U.S.M.0.
IN FRANCE, 1918,

Operation Dates : Oasualties v
: - Eilled = Wounded
Toulon Sector March 28-4April 30 E 5 | l2-

‘(Defensive Sector
near Verdun)

1 .
Alsne Defensivs ‘ June 1=5 - 3 7
(Near Ohateau Thierry) .
2 ) .
_ Chateau Thierwy June 6-July 9 39 269
Seator A :

(Bouresches snd
Bellesu Wood )

1 o
Aisne-Marne Offensive July 18=19 - 26 A 56
(near Soissons) - . .

Marbache Sector August 9-i6 T 0 0

(Pont-a-Mousson)
l N
St.Mihiel September 12-16 9 27
Offensive : _
(near Thiacourt)
‘ 2 . ‘
Champagne 0ffensive October 1«10 © 38 80
{Blanc Mont) '
Meuse-Argonne November =11 3 40
Offensive :

Tot&lo. L 28 N ] 123 491 B
fewxMajor operations

2--=Note: The two largest opergtions of the 2nd Division are not
recognized as major operations., - ‘ : '

«l7-
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French 0roix-desguerre (@on‘tinuedg

Oorporal Harold O.0ronk BS
Qorporal Hareld O.Cronk e h
Corporal John IL.Dorrell BS
Gorporal James 0.Garvey . {BS
Private BEdward H.Haws 38
Private Max R.Howard BS
Private Frank R. Jacot . - (S8
Oorporal Prederick O.Ladd (BS

Private Lewls B.Malugan BS /
Qorporal Oscar B.Moreland ng ‘ :
Private Philip T.Parhem BS

Private Ogcar O.Patten - BS

Gorporal Harold Powell BS

Oorporal Roy W.Reeves GS

Oorporal Alvin 7, Romans BS

Oorporsl Alvin 7,Romans GS

Private Raymond Ross GS

Private Oarl M.Sellarde BB

Sergeant Aloysius P.Sheridan (S8)

Gunnery Sergeent Pred W.Stockham (GS)

Private Ols A.Thorpe ~ (B8)

Corporal Ben A.Tooper

Private Fred J.Von Daacke
Private Roy L.Weldon (s8)

GR B E DN BB RN R E R RS R s s * #
SAVING OF PARIS AT CHATEAU~THIERRY HORLY DEBATED.
Wewporter says Regular Army did the trick.

“Who saved Paris?' ig a question which has started the first redhot
after-the-war controversy. Boston has been acoclaiming General Edwards,
Twenty-sizth Divieion as the saviors. Oorporal Olark wrote a letter
the other day telling of the lerge played by the 10lst Infantry, in
a fight at Ghateau Thierry, : g ,

Jow comes Howland A,Glbson of Newport declaring that this version
is misl@adinﬁ because “there were others thers,® and®prior to the
Twenty-sizth® Mr Gibson Bayss . 4

"During the high tide of the German advances a certein divisionm
7as rushed in trucks around through the outskirts of Paris and along
the road to Chateau-Thierry. Passing through Meaux they began tormmeét
refugees crowding the roads and the Prench territorials,who had been
siving away slowly but Bteadily. This division was thrown into the
ap on June lst,directly acress the Paris-Metz Highway, where the
LEXMang were nearest Paris,

mlgm
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TRANSLATION Op A GERMANW DQGUHEE@&

BXTRAOTS PROM AN INTERROGSTORY BY THE INTELLIGENOE

OFPIOER O GENERAT, HEADQUARTERS OF THE 7th ARMY op :

AMERICAN PRISIONERS CAPTURED IN THE SECOTOR BOURESCHES
FROM 6th to l4th6JUBE 1918,

Number 3528
COMBATIVE VALURg

The persomnsl of the troops must be regarded ag remarka?lo. -
They are Very healthy hen, physically well bullt, from %o 2 :

Jears of age,who at the bresent time lack only proper training
t0_make them V§%§¢%§€%QQ§M%dvﬁ?gari§se

@8pTit OF the ' a0d naively confident,

: tro0ps 18 Fresk 1
The statement of one brisioner ig oharaoteristio: ¥e leill
O we are killed, : » - ——

METHOD op ATPACK ¢

The two attacks on the Boig ds Belleau,executed bu one or
two battalicnsgwere made according to the following method: 3
or 4 lines of riflemen at about gn interval of 30 to 50 paces;
rather close behind them shoak‘troops,isolated,or in column of
Platoons. The troops are well supplied witn automatic rifles
and grenades, The shock troops brought forward machine guns,

EFFECTIVE STRENGTH OF OOMPANIES:

Total effectives - 5 officers ang 250 to 260 men,
Trench effectives - 4 officers and 220 to 230 men,

DETAILS AS 90 POSITIONS

Impossible %o obtain gny information, :
The prisieners could hardly indicate the line which they held,

: In general the prisloners made g -good 1mpression‘; they have
& wide-awake aip, ' ‘
For the moment they still congider the war from the point of

“”21@



Coples from Le Plgaro,Paris, August 27,1918;

“ORAOK AMERICAN TROORS.,"
"PHE MARINE OORPS, "

London knows our "Zouaves" and New York our "Ohasseurs"
Parig does not know as yet the "Marine" ghooters of the U.§.
The " arine Oorps" or simply the "‘arines" who made themselves
popular between Meaux and Chateau-Thierry, ‘

~_If you see on an American soldier's wiiform an insignia
representing a-globe crogsed by an anchor and surmounted by an

break of the "German" advance on Paris and in the offenpive of .
July 18,1918. The mayor of Meaux thanked her for having " pr@tect-
ed his town;Poch and Petein congratulated her, ‘ ' ,

The "Marines® gre very proud,and await with impatience the
next moment %o give,and to glve themselves, They give themselves
c@mglatelygwlth 8pirit,with enthusiasm,with pride,and their motto
is " We kill or get killed, ® : ‘ ,

The enemy saw it at Belleau Woods."ihs heroism manifested by
the "Marines"was such that our G.H.Q.wants the souveniry perpetuated,
and decided that “Bellean Woods" be called there-after .

: "Woods of the Brigade of 'American Marines," ‘

The "Germans" surnamed them "Devil Dogs" and the "Marines?
accopted that word whers entered hatred sTespect and fear, We .
muet not be surprised if on their return to their country, they

they already gossessa - ' .
: For the ™arines" in that country on the other side of the
water where everthing is so young,are old,very old, for they date
slnce 1775. They took part in the "War of Independence." the other;
the one of one hundred and forty years 2go. They have already fought
side by side with our soldiers for an ldentical cause. They took part
in the "0ivil War;" ‘the "Mexican War®: they were the first to enter -
into “Mexico";they fought the “Boxers! in Peking,and we saw them
"Pirst to land, first to fight" in France,in Panama,in Havana,in the
Philippines,ete. . B .
They were the first American soldiers to touch Fremch so0il on
June 27,1917, . '
The "esprit de corps" is developed with them as much as it
can be in our "Elite Armies", Tt pleases them to fight,to abandon
their coat,to lose their hat and meet the enemy with sleeves rolled
up. It happened that & Prench doctor asked g woundad men * you are
an Ameriocan Soldiert?" “Hell no." he answered "I-am:a Marine, ¥

mmamwmmnnnaunnm-n-nna-------an----uﬂ

(slgned) BRIZUX OF THE FRENOH ACADEAY.
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‘ The First Division had taken Oantigny and the Second was
about to go in to the line when the Germans changed our plans
by driving southward from the Ohemin des Dames and reaching
Cha teau-Thierry in the early days of June. The Second Division
was put into cemloms and rushed into the battls here,where the
Germans threatened Paris as they had not.threatened‘the‘Erqnch.-
capital since the dark days of the fall of 1914,

: Just west of Ohateau~Thierry on June 1 the Second was
thrown into the line scross the Paris-Mets highway whers the
Germens were nearest Paris., Thers in Belleau Wood the Pifth
and 8ixth arines won undying fame when they stopped the Boehe
rush, On tHe firgt day they had no artillery becsuse the. guns
had not been able to get up. They had no food except emergency
rations and their ammunition was 10t all 4t might have been,
But they stopped the Germans a4 Bois Belleau and fought eleven
days against repeated German attemps to drive them beck. :

On the last day of May the Third Division machine gunners,
Tushing into Ohateau=Thierry,after o slxty hour trip in camions,
8topped the Geimans there., The Second Division held the barrier
2ll through June and om the last day of the méonth the Ninth and

with the¢Marines,a line which greatly bettered allied prospects.

he 2nd was then taken out for g well earned rest. Nothing
wag heard of it until the moruing of July 18,when Marshal Foch
eleotrified the world by his brilliant blow at the Ohateau=-Thierry
salient,which history will record a s the turning point in the
war, The moSt important blow,indeed the vital blow,in this offen-
8ive,was hit just south of Soilssons and by the 18t ang 2nd Divis-
ions,with the famed French Moroccan Division between them. It was
an advance of eight kllometers,on the first day by this trio of
divisions,which made possible the eventful reduction of the
Salient menscing Paris, :

The 2nd Division had suffered very heavy casualties and had
to have many replacements to retaln its power. It was withdrawn
from the battle ares and took up the task of training its raw T8~
placements, : ’ _

Then General Pershing started his drive for the redudtion of
the St.Mihiel salient on Sept 12 the 2nd Division had its Plnce

After the St.Mihiel battle the now famed shock troops of -
the 2nd Division disappeared from the battle~line to rsappear on
October 2nd where leagt ézpected--over in the Champagne with
General Gourand's Fourth Army,which drove north to free Rheims
and break the Boche hold on that region. On the first day in the
region of Somme-Py the 2nd broke through the German line for g
gain of six kilometers, leading every other divieion in the attack,
In the succeeding days the 2nd pressed forward, and greatly aided
General Gourand's army in breaking the german hold on the hillse of
Champagne and liberating the martyred city of Rheims, for which
the Kaiser's heart had bled so freely. '
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PLOYD GIBRONS
FROM CHIZAGO TRIBUNE,
contributed by John Hayes,
Floyd Glbbons was born in Washington,D.C. He died at the age of 52
suddenly - heart condition - on September 24,1939 - at his Cherry
valley farm near stroudsburgh,Pa. His death came as he was com-
pleting plans to return to active newspaper work ‘on the then new
French-German front, He had been alling but his condition wgs not
considered serious. During the war and for years following,Gibbobs,
for whom personal danger was part of the Job,appeared where ever
there was action. During the war 1914-1918 as a correspondant for
the Chicago Tribune he became famous. In 1917 he was ordered to England
to cover the war front. He sailed on the Cunard Liner Laconla and
was aboard it when it was torpedoed by a U Boat 150 miles off the
coast of Ireland on February 25,1917. Twelve persons perished,
Gibbons story was a masterplece of thrills of submsrine warfare
perils. Gibbéns didn't get hls stories behind the lines - he went
where shells were bursting. His left eye.was shot out and his left
arm drilled twice by German bullets in June of 1918,in Belleau
Woods at Chateau-Thierry., He was awarded the French and Itallan

Croix de guerre with Palnm.
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This copy was sent in by Bayard Ashton

HEADQUARTERS, ~SECOND DIVISION,
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES.

Germany, January 1, 1919
SPECIAL oRDER)
No. 1. )
TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE SECOND DIVISION.

1. The year that has Just ended has been the most momentous
of the Century. A year ago the military situation was ominous.
Russla and Roumanis had been crushed, and the enemy was able to
mass a greatly superior force on the Western Front. In March,April
. and May,he struck powerful and victorious blows in Picardy, Bel-
glun and the Chemin de Dames. At this critical hour, the American
forces were placed in the battle lines, and on November 1lth.,after
an offensive campalgn by the Allles' Commander in Chlef, conducted
with consumate skill and characterized by a continuous battle of
unparralled activity and violence, the enemy was defeated and the
victory was won. ,

2. The Second Divislon played a part of great military and
historic importance 1n this tremendous engagement. It fought five
pltched batiles or series of battles, always defeating the enemy,
and 1t has won the right to have lnsocribed on its banners the names
of the brilliant victories won by it, at Chateau Thierry, Soissons,
St.Mihlel, Salient, Blanc Mont, and Argonre-Meuse. Its casualties
were 732 O0fficers and 23,653 Men, a total of 24,385, This wae
about ten percent of the total casualties of the A.E.B. It captured
12,025 Prisoners, over one quarter of the total number captured
by the A.B.F. It captured 343 cannon, about one quarter of the
total number capitured by the A,E.F, '

3, The 0fficers and men of the Division'have‘earned, by their
valor, their skill, and theilr victorles, the admiration and grat-
itude of our Allies and our (ountrymen. ‘

, 4, That the New Year be a happy one for all members of the
Divﬁsion, thelr families, and their friends is my most earnest
wish, o ,

!

John A.Lej&ne,
Ma jor General, U.S.M.C.
Commanding.
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9. In this great Btruggle many of our comrades have made the
supreme sacrifice for our country but thelr herioc spirit dwells
in the hearts of the Officers and the men of the Second Division.v

JOHN A. LEJEUNE, v
Ma jor General, U2S.M.C.
Commanding, v

uB’n
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CITATION (%)

AUTH, CARD.
DOW
AEP.
G0.2-DIV.

AGO,
C de G (BS)

C de G.(sS)
C.de G.(GS)
C de G.(P)
GOWD.
GOND.

KEY SHEET

Entltles man to wear "SILVER STAR" on
Victory Medal and Bar,

Authorization card for wearing "Fourragere"

Duration of War,

‘American Expeditionary Porces.

General Orders,2-Division,Nos.35, 44,474,
53,64 and 88,

Decorations furnished by Adjutant General
of State. _

Oroix de Guerre:Bronze Star Regimental or
Brigade Qitation. '

Croix de Guerre:Silver Star Divisional Citation.
Oroix de Gherfa:Gold Star Army Oorps Citation,
Oroix de Guerre:Palm Army Citation.

General Order:War Department,

General OrderiNavy Departmént.

Note: Men decorated and cited in orders wilth the wording of
their Citatlons are arranged alphabetically following
this sheet,

ALL OFFICERS AND MEN THAT WERE CITED FOR BRAVERY IN ACTIRN
IN AN ARMY ORDER ARE ENTITLED TO THE "SILVER STAR MEDAL,
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ADAMS, JAMES P,

lst.Leiut.78th Co,.,6th Regt.
GOWD #35,page 27,1919

- (Army)
Distinguished Service COross

"For‘extraordinary heroism near Blanc Mont,October 3,1918.,
Voluntarily leading four soldiers thru heavy barrage,he
attacked and killed a machine gun crew which was enfilading
his company's first line. His willingness,fearlessness and

great courage made possible the cleaning out of many more ‘
machine guns which were holding up the advances of his company, "

Cross delivered January 4,1919.

(NAVY)
Navy Cross

Same cltation as given for the Distinguished Service Orogs,

(0 de @) (GS)
6-6-18 Belleau Wood 2nd Lt.Prench.

"Altho gassed he retained command of his platoon with admirable
zeal,leading his men into combat,"

(C de G) (as)

10-3-18 Blanc Mont lst.Lt.French,
"He went out with four men thru our own artillery barrage and
killed the crew of a machine gun nest.Displayed remarkable
courage and great initiative in leading his men."

(Second Division Citation)
(#) 6-6-18 Belleau Wood 2nd Lt.GO 2nd Div,#40
"Suffering from gas polgoning,he continued to command his platobn
with fine devotion to duty during the remainder of the opérations,
This on the 6th of June,1918,"

(Second Division Citation.)

(#) 10-3-18 Blanc Mont lst Lt.GO 2nd Div,#88

This at Blanc Mont,October 3,1918



ANDERSON, THEODORE B.
(0de G) (BS)
7-19-18 Vierzy Private GO 2nd Div,#53 page 35.French 11,037D

“on July 19;1918,neér Vierzy he volunteered for important and
perilous missions,and also administered aid to the wounded, "

(SECOND DIVISION CITATION.)
7=19-18 Vierzy Private GO 2nd Div.#53,page 35

"After his compgny had suffered extremely severe losses he made
three trips to the rear under deadly fire on Important missions.

JOHN A.LEJEUNE,
Major General U,S.M.C.

Awarded September 12,1918, Commanding

ARNESEN,ARTHUR E.
(SECOND DIVISION GITATION)
9-15=18 Thiacourt Corporal GO 2nd Div.#1,page 6
"Tfhe above named man killed four men of an enemy machine gun nest,
capturing two machine guns and destroying two others. This nest
wasg firing on our lines with deadly effect at the time, ¥
| (A.E.F,CITATION)
9-15«18 Thiaoourtlcorporal A.E.F.GO #1,Page 6,

"For gallantry in action near Thiaucourt,?rance,September 15,
1918,1in attacking,with four other,men,an eneny machine gun nest, !

JOHN J,PERSHING
General,U.S,Army.
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BELFRY, EARL
(ARMY) .
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS (POSTHUMOUS)

6-6-18 Bouresches private GOWD #132 page 11,

"He showed exceptional courage in the capbure of Bouresches, France,
on Jure 6,1918,entering the town after being wounded and taking

a leading part in foreing the machine guns of the eneny to ‘
evacuate, "

(SECOND DIVISION CITATION)
"Displayed great courage in the capture of a town on the 6th of
June,entering the town after being wourded and taking a leading
part on causing the machine guns of the enemy to evacuate,"

OMAR BUNDY
, Ma jor General,U.S.A.,
Awarded July 5,1918 Commanding.
(NAVY)
NAVY CROSS

6-6-18 Bouresches Private.

"He showed exceptional courage in the capture of Bouresches, Prance,
on June 6,1918,entering the town after being wounded and taking

a leading part in forcing the machine guns of the enemy to
evacuate, "

BLINE,RAY N.
(SECOND DIVISION CITATION)

6-6-18 Bouresches Sergeant GO 2nd Div.#64,page 14.

The above named man is cited for gallantry in action apgalnst
the enemy in

BOURESCHES
JOHN A LEJEUNE,
, Ma jor general,U,S.M.C.
Awarded June 25,1918 Uommanding
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OARTER, JAMES

(ARMY) '
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE OROSS,

Private 0o.H. 6th Regt.
GOWD #J19;page\5, 1919

"After having been wounded in the eapture of Bouresches,France -

on June 6,1918,he displeyed remarkable eénergy and courage in
fearlessly attacking sugerior numbers of the enemy and materially -
alding in their defeat. ' ‘ o !

(SECOND DIVISION OITATION)
(#)6-6-18 Bouresches Private GO 2nd Div;€49,Page 37

"The above named man assisted in the capture of a town on June 6th
after being wounded,and displayed remarksble energy and courage
against superior numbers of the enemy.He engaged in street
fighting and was of materiasl assistance in driving out the enenmy, ®

OMAR BUNDY, |
. : Ma jor General,U.S.A.
Awarded July 5,1918 Oommanding
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