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First SergeanProvensenlistedin the United StatesMarine Corpsin SeptembeR002,andattendedrecruitTrainingat Marine Corps
RecruitDepot,SanDiego, CA, afterRecruitTraininghe attendedviarine Combattrainingat CampPendletonCA. UponCompletion
of MCT hereportedto the Marine CorpsCannoneechoolat Fort Sill, OK wherehereceivedhis primary MOS of 0811.In March
2003,hewaspromotedo PrivateFirst Classandreceivedordersto India Battery3rd Battalion12th MarinesCampLejeune NC for
duty asa Cannoneer.

In November2003,hewaspromotedo LanceCorporal,during his time with 5th Battalion10th MarinesLanceCorporalProvensvent
ontwo deploymentgo OkinawaJapanaspartof the Unit DeploymentProgram(UDP) andwaspromotedo therankof Corporal.In
November2004CorporalProvensattendedhe M198 sectionchief courseandassignedsa Howitzersectionchief duringthis period
till August2006.

In SeptembeR006,CorporalProvengeportedo Detachmen8 Team2 Civil Affairs Groupandwaspromotedto Sergeanin
November2006. FromMarch2007to FebruarySergeanProvengdeployedo Iraqin supportof Operationiragi Freedomandheldthe
billets of LogisticsChief, ConvoyCommanderandTraining Non-Commissione®fficer.

In March2008SergeanProvensattendedhe M777A2 SectionChief Schoolandreportedo RomeoBattery,5th Battalion10th
Marinesfor duty asa SectionChief. In October2008SergeanProvengeportedo the United StatedMarine CorpsField Artillery
Detachmentfort Sill, OK, Marine CorpsCannoneeBchoolasan Instructorandheldbillets of DetachmenColorsSergeantPlatoon
SergeanandMotor TransportChief. In February2011SergeanProvensvaspromotedo Staff Sergeantln SeptembeR011Staff
SergeanProvengeportedo First Marine SpecialOperationdBattalionin CampPendletorCA for anIndividual AugmentatiorBillet
andwasassignedsthe (HQ) HeadquartersCompanyGunnerySergeantor deploymento Afghanistan.

In May 2013 Staff SergeanProvenscheckednto Alpha BatterylstBattalion,12thMarinesandassumedhe dutiesasthe Local
SecurityChieffor the Battery. During thistime in Alpha Battery,Staff SergeanProvensheldthe billets of Headquartersand
HowitzerPlatoonSergeantWhile assignedo Alpha Batterytook partin two deploymentdo OkinawaJapanKorea,CampFuji Japan,
andthreelntegratedTraining Exercisesn 29 PalmsCA andnumeroudield operationsn andaroundtheislandsof OahuandHawaii.

In May 2016 Staff SergeanProvengeceivedordersto the Staff Noncommissione®fficer AcademyOkinawaJapanfor duty asa
FacultyAdvisor. In July of 2017 Staff SergeanProvensvaspromotedto GunnerySergeantDuring this tour GunnerySergeant
Provensheldbillets of SergeanSchoolChief, Staff Noncommissione®fficer in charge(SNCOIC)of the CareerSchooland
progressethroughthe MasterFacultyAdvisor Programto MasterFacultyAdvisor. In July 2019GunnerySergeanProvensassumed
thebillet of BatteryGunnerySergeantfor Hotel Battery3D Battalion14thMarines,Richmond Va.

In July 2021 GunnerySergeanProvensvasfrockedto therankof First Sergeanandassumedheresponsibilityof Companyfirst
Sergeanfor SupportCompany MWSS-171 MAG-12, Marine CorpsAir Stationlwakuni, Japan.

In May of 2023First SergeanProvengeportedo Staff Noncommissione®fficer Academy Hawaiifor duty asDirector.
First SergeanProvensholdsanAssociate'sn GeneraktudiesdualBachelor'sof Sciencdn Political ScienceandPsychologyfrom the
University of Marylandand a graduatecertificatefrom Liberty Universityin Enthnomusicology First SergeanProvengersonal

decorationsncludethe MeritoriousServiceMedal,Navy andMarine CorpsCommendatioMedalwith threegold stars,Navy and
Marine CorpsAchievementMedalwith onegold star.
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	Full Rank First Name MI Last Name: First Sergeant Craig F. Provens
	Billet, Squadron/Battalion: Director, SNCO Academy Hawaii
	Biography Body: First Sergeant Provens enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in September 2002, and attended Recruit Training at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, CA, after Recruit Training he attended Marine Combat training at Camp Pendleton, CA. Upon Completion of MCT he reported to the Marine Corps Cannoneer School at Fort Sill, OK where he received his primary MOS of 0811. In March 2003, he was promoted to Private First Class and received orders to India Battery 3rd Battalion 12th Marines Camp Lejeune, NC for duty as a Cannoneer.

In November 2003, he was promoted to Lance Corporal, during his time with 5th Battalion 10th Marines Lance Corporal Provens went on two deployments to Okinawa Japan, as part of the Unit Deployment Program (UDP) and was promoted to the rank of Corporal. In November 2004 Corporal Provens attended the M198 section chief course and assigned as a Howitzer section chief during this period till August 2006.  

In September 2006, Corporal Provens reported to Detachment 3 Team 2 Civil Affairs Group and was promoted to Sergeant in November 2006.  From March 2007 to February Sergeant Provens deployed to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and held the billets of Logistics Chief, Convoy Commander, and Training Non-Commissioned Officer.

In March 2008 Sergeant Provens attended the M777A2 Section Chief School and reported to Romeo Battery, 5th Battalion 10th Marines for duty as a Section Chief.  In October 2008 Sergeant Provens reported to the United States Marine Corps Field Artillery Detachment, Fort Sill, OK, Marine Corps Cannoneer School as an Instructor and held billets of Detachment Colors Sergeant, Platoon Sergeant and Motor Transport Chief.  In February 2011 Sergeant Provens was promoted to Staff Sergeant. In September 2011 Staff Sergeant Provens reported to First Marine Special Operations Battalion in Camp Pendleton CA for an Individual Augmentation Billet and was assigned as the (HQ) Headquarters’ Company Gunnery Sergeant for deployment to Afghanistan.

In May 2013 Staff Sergeant Provens checked into Alpha Battery 1st Battalion, 12th Marines and assumed the duties as the Local Security Chief for the Battery.  During this time in Alpha Battery, Staff Sergeant Provens held the billets of Headquarters’ and Howitzer Platoon Sergeant. While assigned to Alpha Battery took part in two deployments to Okinawa Japan, Korea, Camp Fuji Japan, and three Integrated Training Exercises in 29 Palms CA and numerous field operations in and around the islands of Oahu and Hawaii.

In May 2016 Staff Sergeant Provens received orders to the Staff Noncommissioned Officer Academy Okinawa Japan, for duty as a Faculty Advisor.  In July of 2017 Staff Sergeant Provens was promoted to Gunnery Sergeant. During this tour Gunnery Sergeant Provens held billets of Sergeant School Chief, Staff Noncommissioned Officer in charge (SNCOIC) of the Career School and progressed through the Master Faculty Advisor Program to Master Faculty Advisor. In July 2019 Gunnery Sergeant Provens assumed the billet of Battery Gunnery Sergeant, for Hotel Battery 3D Battalion 14th Marines, Richmond, Va.

In July 2021 Gunnery Sergeant Provens was frocked to the rank of First Sergeant and assumed the responsibility of Company First Sergeant for Support Company, MWSS-171, MAG-12, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

In May of 2023 First Sergeant Provens reported to Staff Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Hawaii for duty as Director.

First Sergeant Provens holds an Associate's in General studies, dual Bachelor's of Science in Political Science and Psychology from the University of Maryland and  a graduate certificate from Liberty University in Enthnomusicology.  First Sergeant Provens personal decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal with three gold stars, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal with one gold star. 
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